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NATIONAL  AUSTRALASIAN  CONVENTION. 


DELEGATIONS  FROM  COLONIES. 


Jlch)  ,§;onth  cBiilcs. 


The  Honorable  Sir  Henry  Parkcs,  G.C.M.G., 
M.P. 

The  Honorable  William  McMillan,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Joseph  Palmer  Abbott,  M.P. 
George  Richard  Dibbs,  Esquire,  M.P. 


The  Honorable  "William  Henry  Suttor,  M.L.C. 
The  Honorable  Edmund  Barton,  Q.C.,  M.L.C. 

The  Honorable  Sir  Patrick  Alfred  Jennings, 
K.C.M.G.,  LL.D.,  M.L.C. 


Bealani. 

Sir  George  Grey,  K.C.B.  The  Honorable  Sir  Harry  Albert  Atkinson, 

Captain  William  Russell  Russell,  M.H.R.  K.C.M.G.,  M.L.C. 


Quccnshtnb. 

*  The  Honorable  John  ^lurtagh  Macrossan,  M.P.  The  Honorable  Sir  Thomas  McH  wraith, 

The  Honorable  John  Donaldson,  M.P.  K.C.M.G.,  LL.D.,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Sir  Samuel  Walker  Griffith,  The  Honorable  Arthur  Rutledge,  M.  P. 

K.C.M.G.,  Q.C.,  M.P.  The  Honorable  Andrew  Joseph  Thynne,  M.L.C. 

The  Honorable  Thomas  Macdonald-Paterson,  M.L.C. 


<S0uth  JVuetraliit. 


The  Honorable  Richard  Chaffey  Baker,  C.M.G., 
M.L.C. 

The  Honorable  John  Hannah  Gordon,  M.L.C. 
The  Honorable  Sir  John  Cox  Bray,  K.C.M.G., 
M.P. 


John  Alexander  Cockburn,  Esquire,  M.D.,  M.P. 
The  Honorable  Sir  John  William  Do^Fner, 
K.C.M.G.,  Q.C.,M.P. 

The  Honorable  Charles  Cameron  Kingston,  Q.  C., 
M.P. 


The  Honorable  Thomas  Playford,  M.P. 


The  Honorable  William  Moore,  M.L.C.  The  Honorable  William  Henry  Burgess,  M.H.A, 

The  Honorable  Adye  Douglas,  M.L.C.  The  Honorable  Nicholas  Jolm  Browm,  M.H.A. 

The  Honorable  Andrew'  Inglis  Clark,  M.H.A.  The  Honorable  Bolton  Stafford  Bird,  M.H.A. 

The  Honor-able  Philip  Oakley  Fysh,  M.L.C. 


'Qiftoria. 

The  Honorable  Alfred  Deakin,  M.P.  The  Honorable  Henry  John  Wrixon,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  James  Munro,  M.P.  The  Honorable  Duncan  Gillies,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  The  Honorable  Henry  Cuthbert,  ]M.L.C. 

Collard  Smith,  ^I.P.  The  Honorable  Nicholas  Fitzgerald,  M.L.C. 

fThe  Honorable  William  Shiels,  M.P. 


SElesttrtt 


The  Honorable  John  Forrest,  C.M.G.,  M.P. 
The  Honorable  William  Edward  Marmion, 
xM.P. 

The  Honorable  Sir  James  George  Lee-Steere, 

M.P. 


The  Honorable  John  Arthur  Wright,  !M.L,G. 
The  Honorable  John  Winthrop  Hackett,  M.L.C. 
Alexander  Forrest,  Esquire,  M.P. 

William  Thorley  Loton,  Esquire,  M.P. 


Decease  reported  Slst  March. 


t  Acting  from  2nd  to  9th  March,  during  absence  of  Mr.  'VVrixon. 


NATIONAL  AUSTRALASIAN  CONVENTION. 


DELEGATES :  ALPHABETICAL  LIST. 
JJrtsibcnt : 

The  Honorable  Sir  Henry  Parkbs,  G.C.M.G.,  M.P. 


The  Honorable  Sir  Samuel  Walker  Griffith,  K.C.M.G.,  Q.C.,  M.P. 


Chairman  of  Committees : 

The  Honorable  Joseph  Palmer  Abbott,  M.P.,  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  N.S.  W. 


^embers  of  the  Coubention : 


Abbott,  The  Honorable  Joseph  Palmer,  M.P. 
Atkinson,  The  Honorable  Sir  Harry  Albert, 
K.C.M.G.,  M.L.C. 

Baker,  The  Honorable  Richard  Chafifey,  C.M.G., 
M.L.C. 

Barton,  The  Honorable  Edmund,  Q.C.,  M.L,C. 
Bird,  The  Honorable  Bolton  Stafford,  M.H.A. 
Bray,  The  Honorable  Sir  John  Cox,  K.C.M.G., 
M.P. 

Browm,  Tlie  Honorable  Xicholas  Jolm,  !M.H.A. 
Burgess,  The  Honorable  William  Henry,  M.  H.  A. 
Clark,  The  Honorable  Andrew  Inglis,  M.H.A. 
Cockbum,  John  Alexander,  Esq.,  M.D.,  M.P. 
Cuthbert,  The  Honorable  Henry,  ^I.L.C. 
Deakin,  The  Honorable  Alfred,  M.P. 

Bibbs,  George  Richard,  Esquire,  M.P. 
Donaldson,  The  Honorable  John,  M.P. 

Douglas,  The  Honorable  Adye,  M.L.C. 

Downer,  The  Honorable  Sir  John  William, 
K.C.M.G.,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

Forrest,  The  Honorable  John,  C.M.G.,  M.P. 
Forrest,  Alexander,  Esquire,  M.P. 

Fitzgerald,  The  Honorable  Nicholas,'  IiI,L.C. 
Fysh,  The  Honorable  Philip  Oakley,  M.L.C. 
Gillies,  The  Honorable  Duncan,  M.P. 

Gordon,  The  Honorable  John  Hannah,  M.L.C. 
Grey,  Sir  George,  K.C.B. 

Grififith,  The  Honorable  Sir  Samuel  Walker, 
K.C.M.G.,  Q.C.,  M.P. 


Hackett,  The  Honorable  John  Winthrop,  M.  L.C. 

Jennings,  The  Honorable  Sir  Patrick  Alfred, 
K.C.M.G.,  LL.D.,  M.L.C. 

Kingston,  The  Honorable  Charles  Cameron, 
Q.C.,  M.P. 

Lee-Steere,  The  Honorable  Sir  James  George, 
M.P. 

Loton,  William  Thorley,  Esquire,  M.  P. 

*Macrossan,  The  Honorable  John  Murtagh,  M.P. 

Mcll wraith,  The  Honorable  Sir  Thomas, 
K.C.M.G.,  LL.D.,  M.P. 

McMillan,  The  Honorable  William,  M.P. 

Macdonald -Paterson,  The  Honorable  Thomas, 
M.L.C. 

Marmion,  The  Honorable  William  Edward,  M.P. 

Moore,  The  Honorable  William,  M.L.C. 

Munro,  The  Honorable  James,  M.P. 

Parkes,  The  Honorable  Sir  Henry,  G.C.M.G., 
M.P. 

Playford,  The  Honorable  Thomas,  M.P. 

Russell,  Captain  William  Russell,  M.H.R. 

Rutledge,  The  Honorable  Arthur,  M.P. 

tShiels,  The  Honorable  William,  M.P. 

Smith,  The  Honorable  Lieutenant-Colonel 
William  Collard,  M.P. 

Suttor,  The  Honorable  William  Henry,  M.L.C. 

Thynne,  The  Honorable  Andrew  Joseph,  M.  L.  C. 

Wright,  Tlic  Honorable  John  Arthur,  M.L.C. 

W rixon,  The  Honorable  Henry  J ohn,  Q.  C. ,  M.  P. 


,§ccrdarj3 : 

F.  W.  Webb,  Esquire,  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  N.S.W. 

*  Decease  reported  Slat  March,  t  Acting  from  5nd  to  9th  March,  during  a1>sence  of  Mr.  Wrixon, 
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AhhrevUitiom : — adj..  Motion  of  Adjournment ;  m..  Motion  ;  oha.,  Obser rations  ;  perg.  exjA., 

Personal  Explanation. 


A 

Addresses  : 

Australian  Natives*  Association,  108. 

Australasian  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church, 
New  South  Wales  and  Queensland,  Con¬ 
ference  of,  174. 

Brisbane  Chamber  of  Commerce,  409. 

Broken  Hill  United  Benefit  Friendly  Societies’ 
Council,  313. 

Federated  Builders’  and  Contractors’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Australia,  108. 

Improvement  Societies’  Union  of  Victoria,  174. 

Melbourne  Chamber  of  Commerce,  350. 

New  South  Wales  Licensed  Victuallers’ 
Association,  519. 

South  Australia  Literary  Societies’  Union,  174. 

Suva  Chamber  of  Commerce,  905. 

Sydney  Chamber  of  Commerce,  905. 

Tuckurimba  Progress  Committee,  722. 

Victorian  Chamber  of  Manufactures,  108,  174. 

Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union,  174. 

Warrnambool  Citizens,  264. 

ADJOTJRXaiENT  ; 

Ohs.  on  motions  for,  Mr.  McMillan,  6,  721  ; 
the  President,  6,  512;  Mr.  Munro,  7,  263, 
512;  Mr.  Dibbs,  7;  Mr.  Baker,  8,  513; 
Sir  John  Bray,  264,  513  ;  Mr.  J.  Forrest, 
264,  515;  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  511,  513: 
Mr.  Abbott,  512,  513,  788  ;  Mr.  Clark,512  ; 
Mr.  Barton,  513,  514,  788  ;  Mr.  Tliynne, 
513;  Mr.  Dibbs,  514;  Sir  John  Downer, 
514;  Mr.  Brown,  721, 

B 

Barton,  Hon.  E.  : 

Ptrs.  €xpl,  as  to  absence  when  clause  55  of 
chapter  i  was  being  dealt  with,  788. 

c 

Committee,  Report  of  Constitutional  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  J.  Forrest,  that  a  copy  of  the 
report,  so  soon  as  prepared,  be  forwarded 
by  the  President  to  the  delegates,  515  ;  de¬ 
bated  by  Mr.  Munro,  516 ;  Mr.  Donaldson, 
Sir  Johu  Bray,  517  ;  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 


Committee,  Report  of  Con.stitutional  )  : 
Sir  George  Grey,  518 ;  withdra\^Ti,  519  ; 
report  presented,  and  motion  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith  that  the  report  and  appendices  be 
printed,  agreed  to,  521. 

Committees,  Appointment  of  : 

Motion  by  Mr. -Suttor  for  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  deal  with  the  finance,  taxation, 
and  trade  regulations,  'with  power  to  report 
j  its  conclusions  to  the  Convention,  500 ; 

!  motion  withdrawn,  502  ;  motion  by  Mr. 

Barton  referring  the  resolutions  reported  to 
i  the  Convention  by  Committee  of  the  Whole 
I  to  two  committees,  the  one  for  consideration 
j  of  constitutional  powers  and  machinery,  the 

I  other  for  consideration  of  p^o^^8ion8  relating 
i  to  finance,  taxation,  and  trade  regulation  ; 

and  directing  that  upon  the  result  of  the  de-* 

!  liberations  of  the  committees,  the  committee 
j  on  constitutional  powers  and  machiner5’'pre- 
pare  and  submit  to  the  Convention  a  bill 
j  for  the  establisliment  of  a  federal  constitu¬ 
tion,  501,  507  ;  debated  by  Mr.  Playford, 
502,  504  ;  Sir  John  Downer,  502 ;  Colonel 
Smith,  502 ;  Mr.  Deakin,  503  ;  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  503,  506,  508  ;  Mr.  Cuthbert,  504  ; 
Mr.  Wrixon,  505,  509 ;  Mr.  Dibbs,  605 ; 
Mr.  Munro,  506;  (amendment  by  Mr.  Clark 
that  a  committee  be  also  appointed  to  con¬ 
sider  the  question  of  the  establishment  of  a 
federal  judiciary,  agreed  to,  506)  ;  Dr. 
Cockburn,  507 ;  resolution,  as  amended, 
agreed  to,  509  ;  committees  appointed,  509, 
510  ;  motion  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  that  in 
the  event  of  the  absence  of  any  member  of 
a  committee  the  delegation  by  which  he 
was  chosen  may  have  power  to  choose  another 
member  in  his  stead,  agreed  to,  510;  motion 
by  Mr.  Barton  that  a  majority  of  the  com¬ 
mittees  form  aquorum,  agreed  to,  510. 

Committees,  Chairman  of  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Munro  that  Joseph  Palmer 
Abbott,  Esquire,  be  appointed  Chairman  of 
Committees,  agreed  to,  313  ;  motion  by  Mr. 
Barton  that  Mr.  W.  Moore  take  the  chair 
in  Committee  on  7th  April,  agreed  to,  788, 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA  BILL  : 

Motion  by  Sir  Samuel  Griftith  referring  draft 
bill  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  Conven¬ 
tion,  521  ;  debated  by  Mr.  Wrixon,  534  ; 
Mr.  B:\ker,  542 ;  Mr.  Clark,  540  ;  agreed 
to,  550, 

In  Committee : 

Preliminary  Provisions. 

Clause  1  (Short  title),  550.  Amendment  by 
Mr.  Munro  to  change  the  name  “  common- 
'vvealth  ”  to  “  federated  states,’*  550  ;  nega¬ 
tived  on  division  and  clause  agreed  to,  557. 

Clause  2  (Application,  of  provisions  referring 
to  the  (Jueen)  agreed  to  with  verbal  amend¬ 
ment,  557. 

Clause  3  (Power  to  proclaim  commonwealth  of 
Australasia)  agreed  to,  557. 

Clause  6  (Repeal  of  Federal  Council  of  Austral¬ 
asia  Act),  agreed  to,  558. 

Clause  7  (The  constitution  and  law's  of  the 
commonw'ealth  binding)  agreed  to  with 
verbal  amendment,  600. 

Chapter  I.— The  legislature. 

Part  I.  ^General, 

Clause  2  (Governor-general),  560.  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Sir  George  Grey  providing  that 
the  governor-general  may  be  elected,  561 ; 
negatived  on  division,  573  ;  clause  verbally 
amended,  574.  Amendment  by  Mr.  Baker 
that  the  governor-general  may  exercise  such 
powers  and  functions  as  are  contained  in 
schedule  B,  and  such  other  powei's  and  func- 
tions  not  inconsistent  therewith,  574  ;  with-  ! 
drawm,  578  ;  clause  verljally  amended  and  ' 
agreed  to,  578. 

Clause  3  (Salary  of  gov'ernor-general),  578.  j 
Amendment  by  Sir  HaiTy  Atkinson  pro 
viding  that  parliament  shall  be  left  free  to 
deal  w  ith  the  question  ofsalar>%  578  ;  with-  j 
drawn,  581.  Amendment  by  Sir  John  Bray  ' 
that  until  fixed  by  parliament  the  annual 
salary  shall  be  £10,1100,581  ;  negativ'ed  on 
division,  584.  Amendment  by  Sir  George 
Grey  that  the  annual  salary  be  not  less 
than  £6,000,  negatived,  584  ;  clause  verbally 
amended,  584.  Amendment  by  ]Mr.  Deakin 
to  prevent  alteration  of  salary  of  governor- 
general  during  continuance  of  office,  584  ; 
negatived,  and  clause,  as  amended,  agreed 
to,  585. 

Clause  6  (First  session  of  parliament)  agreed 
to,  585.  ® 

Clause  8  (Privileges,  &c.,  of  houses),  585. 
Amendment  by  Mr.  Adye  Douglas  to  omit 
the  jjrovision  giving  the  senate  and  house  of  ^ 
representatives  the  powders  appertaining  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  585  ;  negativ^ed,  and 
clause  verbally  amended  and  agreed  to,  587. 

Part  IL^The  Senate. 

Clause  9  (Senate),  588.  Amendment  by  Mr. 
Munro  to  reduce  the  representation  in  the 
senate  from  eight  t<j  six  members  for  each 
state,  588  ;  negatived,  590.  Amendment  by 
Mr.  Kingston  to  enable  the  state  legislatures 
to  adopt  such  system  as  may  commend  itself 
to  their  judgment  for  choosing  the  senate, 
590;  negatived  on  division,  598.  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  that  tlicsenators 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA  BILL  : 
in  each  state  shall  be  certified  by  thegovernor 
to  the  governor-general,  agreed  to,  and 
clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  599. 

Clause  10 (Mode  of  election  of  senators)  agreed 
to  wdth  verlml  amendment,  599. 

Clause  12  (Retirement  of  senators)  verbally 
ameinled  and  agreed  to,  60.3. 

Clause  1.3(Hovv  vacancies  filled),  603.  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Mr.  Barton  that  tlie  houses  of  par¬ 
liament  sliall  choose  senators  to  fill  vacancies, 
604  ;  negatived,  and  clause  agreed  to,  605. 
Clause  15  (Qualifications  of  senator),  605. 
Amendment  by  Mr.  Macdonald-Patcrsoii 
that  senators  must  have  been  for  ten  years 
resident  within  the  limits  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  withdraw’u,  606.  Amendment  by 
Mr.  Adye  Douglas  to  abolish  residential 
qualification,  606  ;  negatived,  608.  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Mr.  Macdonald -Paterson  provid¬ 
ing  a  residential  qualification  of  seven  years, 
withdrawn,  609.  Amendment  by  Mr.  J. 
Forrest  providing  a  residential  qualifica¬ 
tion  of  three  years,  negatived,  609.  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  that  a  senator 
must  have  been  a  subject  of  the  Queen  at 
least  five  years  before  he  is  chosen,  agreed 
to,  and  clause,  as  amended,  agi-eed  to,  610. 
Clause  16  (Election  of  president  of  the  senate), 
610.  Amendment  by  Sir  .John  Bray  to 
alter  the  method  by  wdiich  the  choice  of  the 
president  shall  be  made  knowm  to  tlie  go¬ 
vernor-general,  negatived,  and  clause  agreed 
to,  611. 

Clause  19  (Disqualification  of  senator  by 
absence)  agreed  to,  611. 

Clause  22  (Quorum  of  senate)  agreed  to,  611. 
Clause  23  (Voting  in  senate)  agreed  to,  612. 

Part  III. — The  House  of  Pepresentatives. 

Clause  24  (Constitution  of  bouse  of  represen¬ 
tatives)  agreed  to,  61. 3. 

Clause  25  (Qualification  of  electors),  613. 
Amendment  by  Dr.  Gockburn  that  no  pro¬ 
perty  qualification  shall  be  necessaiy  for 
electors,  and  that  each  elector  shall  have 
a  vote  for  one  electoral  district,  614  ;  with¬ 
drawn,  628  ;  resubmitted,  636  ;  negatived 
on  division,  637.  Amendment  by  Mr,  Bar¬ 
ton  that  the  parliament  of  the  common- 
w^ealth  may  make  laws  prescribing  a  uniform 
qualification  of  electors,  628;  negatived, 
636  ;  clause  agreed  to,  637. 

Clause  20  (Provision  for  case  of  persons  not 
allowed  to  vote)  agreed  to,  638. 

Clause  29  (Periodical  reapportioument)  aerreed 
to,  639.  ^ 

Clause  32  (Qualification  of  member  of  house 
of  representatives).  Amendment  by  Mr. 
Deakin  providing  for  a  tliree  years’  resi¬ 
dence  within  the  limits  of  the  common- 
W’^ealth,  6.39 ;  agreed  to  on  division,  640. 
Amendment  by  Mr.  Cuthbert  that  a  mem¬ 
ber  must  be  a  subject  of  the  Queen  for  at 
least  three  years  before  he  is  elected,  agreed 
to  ;  and  clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  640. 
Clause  37  (Disqualification  of  members). 
Amendment  by  Mr.  Gordon  that  the  place 
of  a  member  shall  become  vacant  if  for  four 
consecutive  weeks  during  a  session  lie  fails 
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to  give  attemlance  without  perniission,  640; 
negativeil,  and  clause  agreed  to,  641. 

Clause  38  (Issue  of  new  writs),  G41.  Amend* 
ment  V>y  Dr.  CockVmrn  to  omit  the  pro¬ 
vision  requiring  a  resolution  of  the  house 
before  the  aperutcr  issues  his  writ  for  the 
election  of  new  ineinlxjrs,  642 ;  negatived, 
and  clause  agreed  to,  643. 

Clause  41  (Duration  of  house  of  representa¬ 
tives),  64.3.  Amendment  by  Sir  John  Bray 
that  every  house  of  representatives  shall 
continue  for  three  years  from  the  day 
appointed  for  the  first  meeting,  644  ;  agreed 
to  on  division,  652.  Amendment  by  Sir 
John  Bray  that  parliament  shall  be  called 
together  not  later  than  thirty  days  after 
the  date  appointed  for  the  return  of  the 
writs  for  a  general  election,  agreed  to,  and 
clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  652, 

Clause  43  (Continuance  of  existing  election 
laws  until  the  parliament  otherwise  pro¬ 
vides)  agreed  to,  653. 

Part  IV. — Provisions  relating  to  both  homes. 

Clause  45  (Allowance  to  members)  agreed  to, 
655. 

Clause  46  (Disqualification),  655.  Amend¬ 
ment  by  jMr.  Wrixon  that  if  a  i)erson  has 
been  convicted  of  treason,  felony,  or  in¬ 
famous  crime,  he  shall  be  disqualified,  pro¬ 
vided  that  he  has  not  received  a  free 
pardon  from  the  Crown,  655  ;  negatived  on 
division,  and  clause  agreed  to  with  verbal 
amendments,  659. 

Clause  48  ( Disqualifying  contractors  and  per¬ 
sons  interested  in  contracts)  agreed  to,  with 
verbal  amendment,  660. 

Clause  49  (Place  to  become  vacant  on  accepting 
office  of  profit),  660.  Amendment  by  Mr. 
Thynne  that  the  clause  shall  not  apply  to 
members  of  the  military  or  naval  forces  who 
are  not  in  receipt  of  annual  pay,  withdrawn, 
661  ;  and  consideration  of  clause  postponed, 
662.  Amendment  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith 
that  the  clause  shall  not  apply  to  persons 
in  receipt  only  of  pay,  half- pay,  or  a  pension 
as  an  officer  of  the  army  or  navy,  or  in 
receipt  of  pay  as  an  officer  or  member  of 
the  military  forces  of  the  commonwealth, 
agreed  to,  898. 

Part  V. — Potoers  of  Parliament. 

Clause  52  (Legislative  powers  of  parliament)  : 

Sub-clause  1  (Regulation  of  trade  and  com¬ 
merce),  662  ;  agreed  to,  670. 

Sub- clause  3  (liaising  money  by  taxation), 
670.  Amendment  by  Mr.  Dibbs  that  the 
parliament  shall  have  power  to  raise  money, 
if  required  for  defence  purposes  in  time  of 
war,  by  any  mode  other  than  customs  and 
excise,  negatived,  and  sub-clause  agreed  to, 
679. 

Sub-clause  4  (Borrowing  money  on  the  i>ublic 
credit  of  the  commonwealth),  679  ;  agreed 
to,  683. 

Sub-clause  7  (Navigation  and  shipping). 
Amendment  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  that 
“  munitions  of  war  ”  stand  as  snh-clauso  7, 
683  ;  agreed  to,  and  aiib-clauso  agreed  to, 
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Sub-clause  13  (Banking,  incorporation  of 
banks,  and  issue  of  paper  money),  684  ; 
aCTeed  to,  685. 

Sub-clause  19  (Status  of  foreign  corporations), 
685 ;  agreed  to,  686. 

Sub-clause  21  (Service  and  execution  of  pro¬ 
cess  and  judgments  of  the  courts  of  one 
state  in  another  state),  686  ;  agreed  to,  688. 
(Additional  sub-clause  proposed  by  M  r.  K  ing- 
ston  to  give  power  to  the  parliament  to 
make  laws  for  the  establishment  of  courts 
of  conciliation  and  arbitration  for  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  industrial  disputes,  688  ;  with¬ 
drawn,  689.) 

Sub-clause  23  (Immigration  and  emigration) 
agreed  to,  689. 

Sub-clause  27  (River  navigation  wdth  respect 
to  the  common  purx)oses  of  two  or  more 
states  or  parts  of  the  commonwealth),  689. 
Amendment  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  to 
provide  for  the  conser\’ation  of  water,  690  ; 
withdrawn,  and  sub-clause  agreed  to,  692. 

Sub-clause  28  (Control  of  railways  with  re¬ 
spect  to  transport  for  the  purposes  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth),  Amendment  by  Mr.  Gordon 
to  include  the  regulation  of  traffic  and 
traffic  charges,  692  ;  negatived  on  division, 
697.  Amendment  by  Mr.  Clark  to  prevent 
discriminating  rates  being  charged  for  rail¬ 
way  service  by  any  state,  company,  or 
person,  negatived,  697.  Amendment  by 
Mr.  Baker  to  give  power  to  establish  a 
uniform  gauge  of  railway,  negatived,  sub¬ 
clause  agreed  to,  698. 

Sub-clause  30  (Exercise  of  legislative  powers) 
agreed  to,  69^ 

Amendment  by  Mr.  Tliynne  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  stand  as  sub-clause  3  :  —  ‘^The  appro¬ 
priation  of  any  moneys  raised  by  the  com¬ 
monwealth  for  any  purpose  authorised  by 
the  constitution,”  698  ;  withdrawn,  701. 

Clause  53  (Exclusive  powers  of  the  i>arlia- 
ment),  701  ;  agreed  to  with  verbal  amend¬ 
ments,  704. 

Clause  54  (Laws  appropriating  any  part  of 
the  public  revenue,  or  imposing  any  tax  or 
impost,  shall  originate  in  tlie  house  of  repre- 
sentatives).  Amendment  by  Mr.  Wrixon 
to  substitute  the  word  “  bills  ”  for  “  laws,” 
negatived,  704.  Amendment  by  Mr.  Baker 
to  omit  the  words  “any  part  of  the  public 
revenue”  with  a  view  to  the  insertion  in  lieu 
thereof  of  the  words  “the  necessary  supplies 
for  the  ordinary  annual  services  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,”  705  ;  negatived  on  division,  and 
clause  agreed  to,  706. 

Clause  55  (Appropriation  and  taxation  bills), 
706.  Amendment  by  Mr.  Baker  that  the 
senate  shall  have  ct]ual  powers  with  the 
house  of  representatives  in  resj^ect  of  all  pro¬ 
posed  laws,  707  ;  withdrawn,  743.  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Mr.  Baker  to  give  the  senate 
equal  powers  with  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  in  respect  of  all  proposed  laws  impos¬ 
ing  taxation,  and  appropriating  the  neces¬ 
sary  supplies  for  the  ordinary  annual  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  government,  743  ;  negatived  on 
division,  755.  Amendment  by  Mr.  McMillan 
to  give  the  senate  power  to  affirm  or  reject, 
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but  not  to  amend,  laws  appropriating  the 
necessary  supplies  for  the  ordiiiaiy  annual 
services  of  the  government,  and  power  to 
amend  laws  imposing  taxation,  but  pro¬ 
viding  that  when  a  law  so  amended  had 
been  returned  to  the  senate  by  the  house  of 
representatives  the  senate  should  not  have 
power  to  send  it  again  to  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  with  any  amendment  to  which 
the  house  of  representatives  had  not  agreed, 
755 ;  negatived,  759.  Amendment  l>y  Mr. 
Wrixon  providing  for  a  joint  meeting  of 
members  of  the  two  houses  to  determine  on 
suggested  omissions  or  amendment  of  items 
in  proposed  la WB,  760;  negatived,  and  clause 
agreed  to,  762. 

Clause  56  (Recommen<lation  of  money  votes). 
Amendment  by  Sir  John  Bray  to  enable  the 
house  of  representatives  to  pass  any  vote, 
resolution,  or  law,  for  the  appropriation  of 
the  produce  of  any  tax  or  impost  to  any 
urpose  that  has  not  been  first  recommended 
y  message  of  the  governor-general,  762; 
negatived,  and  clause  agreed  to,  763. 

Clause  57  (Royal  assent  to  bills)  agreed  to,  763. 

Clause  58  (Disallowance  by  order-in -council 
of  law  assented  to  by  governor-general). 
Amendment  by  Dr.  Cockburn  providing  a 
period  of  disallowance  of  one  year,  763  ; 
negatived,  765.  Amendment  by  Dr.  CJock- 
bum  providing  that  disallow^ance  shall  be 
exercised  on  such  subjects  only  as  affect  im¬ 
perial  interests,  negatived,  and  clause  agreed 
to,  765. 

Chapter  II.— The  Executive  Government. 

Clause  4  (Ministers  of  state  may  sit  in  parlia¬ 
ment).  Amendment  by  Sir  John  Bray 
that  no  less  than  two  of  the  officers  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  governor-general  to  adminis¬ 
ter  the  departments  of  state  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  shall  be  members  of  the  senate, 
765  ;  negatived,  766.  Amendment  by  Mr. 
Wrixon  that  the  officers  appointed  shall 
be  resi^nsible  ministers  of  the  Crown, 
767  ;  withdrawn,  776.  Amendment  by  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith  that  the  officers  appointed 
shall  be  the  Queen’s  ministers  of  state  for 
the  commonwealth,  agreed  to,  and  clause 
as  amended  agreed  to,  776. 

Clause  6  (Salaries  of  ministers).  Amendments 
by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  that  for  the  salaries 
of  ministers  there  shall  be  payable  a  sum  of 
£15,000  per  annum  until  other  provision  is 
made  by  the  parliament,  776  ;  agreed  to, 
and  clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  777. 

Clause  8  (Authority  of  executive).  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  that  the  execu¬ 
tive  power  and  authority  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  shall  extend  to  the  execution  of  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  the  laws 
of  the  commonwealth,  777  ;  agreed  to,  and 
clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  778. 

Clause  10  (Immediate  assumption  of  control  of 
certain  departments),  778.  Amendments  by 
Mr.  Adye  Douglas  to  remove  from  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  executive  government  the  posts 
and  telegraphs,  and  ocean  beacons,  buoys, 
lighthouses  and  ships,  negatived,  and  clause 
agreed  to  with  verbal  amendment,  779. 
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Clause  11  (Powers  under  existing  law  to  be 
exercised  by  goveror-general,  with  advice 
of  executive  council,  or  alone,  os  the  case 
may  be)  agreed  to  with  verbal  amendments, 
779. 

Chapter  HI.— The  Federal  Judicature. 

Clause  1  (Supreme  Court  of  Australia,  and 
inferior  courts),  779.  Amendment  by  Mr. 
Kingston  to  give  tlie  parliament  power  to 
establish  courts  of  conciliation  and  arbitra¬ 
tion  for  the  settlement  of  industrial  dis- 
suits,  780  ;  negatived  on  division,  and  clause 
agreed  to,  785. 

Clause  6  (Power  of  the  Queen  to  allow  appeal 
to  herself  in  certain  cases).  Amendment 
by  Mr.  Wrixon  that  the  Queen  may  in  any 
case  grant  leave  to  appeal  in  council  against 
any  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  785  ; 
negatived  on  division,  and  clause  agreed  to, 

787. 

Clause  7  (Extent  of  powders  of  federal  courts) 
agreed  to  with  verbal  amendment,  787. 

Clause  8  (Original  jurisdiction  ;  additional 
original  jurisdiction  may  be  conferred)  verb¬ 
ally  amended  and  a^eed  to,  787. 

Clause  10  (Number  of  judges)  verbally  amended 
and  agreed  to,  787. 

Chapter  IV.— Finance  and  Trade. 

Clause  3  (!Money  to  be  appropriated  by  law^), 

788.  Amendment  by  Mr.  Thynne  restrict¬ 
ing  powers  of  federal  parliament  for  appro- 

riation  of  money  to  purposes  authorised 
y  the  constitution,  negatived,  and  clause 
agreed  to,  789. 

Clause  4  (Powder  to  levy  duties  of  customs, 
excise,  and  offer  bounties),  789.  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Colonel  Smith  that  law’s  of  the 
several  states  imposing  customs  duties  shall 
cease  to  exist  twelve  months  after  tlie  im¬ 
position  of  uniform  duties  by  the  parliament 
of  the  commouw’ealth,  7^;  w’ithdrawn, 

801.  Amendment  by  Mr.  Dibbs  that  upon 
the  constitution  becoming  law,  and  the 
commonw’ealth  being  estaluished,  the  tariff 
of  Victoria  shall  be  the  tariflf  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  until  otherwise  establislied  by 
the  parliament,  negatived,  and  clause  agreed 
to,  801. 

Clause  5  (Transfer  of  officers),  801.  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Mr.  Gordon  that  the  parliament 
shall  not  he  responsible  for  any  pensions 
agreed  to  lie  paid  by  the  states,  negatived, 
and  clause  agreed  to,  802. 

Clause  8  (On  establishment  of  uniform  duties 
of  customs  and  excise,  trade  witliin  the 
commonwealth  to  be  free)  agreed  to,  802. 

Clause  9  (Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue), 

802.  Amendment  by  SirThomasMcIl wraith 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  cominonwealtfi 
shall  be  charged  to  the  separate  states  in 
proportion  to  the  numl>er8  of  their  people, 
805  ;  agreed  to  on  division,  830.  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Mr.  McMillan  tliat  the  surplus 
revenue  shall  be  returned  to  the  several 
states  until  uniform  duties  of  customs  have 
been  imposed,  830  ;  agreed  to,  831. 
Amendment  by  Mr.  McMillan  that  after 
the  imposition  of  uniform  duties  the  sur- 
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plus  revenue  shall  be  returned  to  the 
several  states 'or  parts  of  the  commonwealth 
in  the  same  manner  and  proportion  until 
the  parliament  otherwise  prescribes,  881. 
Amendment  on  the  amendment  by  Sir 
John  Bray  to  bind  the  parliament  to  pro¬ 
vide  some  means  of  distributing  the  sur¬ 
plus,  881  ;  amendment  on  the  amendment 
negatived,  amendment  agi*eed  to,  and  clause, 
as  amended,  agreed  to,  838. 

Clause  1 1  (No  preference  to  one  state  over  an¬ 
other).  Amendment  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith 
to  omit  the  provision  that  vessels  bound  to 
or  from  one  part  shall  not  be  bound  to  enter, 
clear,  or  pay  duty  in  another  part,  8.33  ; 
agreed  to,  and  clause,  as  amended,  agreed 
to,  8.35. 

Clause  13  (Public  debts  of  states  may  be  con¬ 
solidated  by  general  consent),  835.  Amend¬ 
ment,  by  Sir  Jolin  Bray,  to  jdace  the  pow'er 
of  consolidating  the  public  debts  in  the 
liands  of  the  commonwealth,  837  ;  nega¬ 
tived,  818  ;  clause  agreed  to,  849. 

Chapter  V.— The  States. 

Clause  1  (Continuance  of  pow’ers  of  parlia¬ 
ments  of  the  states)  agreed  to  with  verbal 
amendments,  8.50. 

Clause  5  (All  reference  to  the  Queen  to  be 
through  the  governor-general),  850  ;  agreed 
to  on  division,  804. 

Clause  6  (Saving  of  constitutions).  Amend¬ 
ment,  by  Mr.  Gordon,  tliat  it  shall  not  be 
necessai-y  to  reserve  any  proposed  alteration 
of  the  constitution  of  any  state  for  the 
Queen’s  pleasure  to  be  known,  negatived  on 
division,  864  ;  amendment,  by  Sir  George 
Grey,  that  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  reserve 
for  the  Queen’s  pleasure  any  law  made  by  a 
state,  804  ;  negatived  on  division,  and  clause 
agreed  to,  865. 

Clause  7  (Governors  of  states)  agreed  to,  866. 

Clause  8  (Appointment  of  governors),  866  ; 
agreed  to  on  division,  877. 

Clause  10  (Members  of  senate  or  house  of 
representatives  not  to  sit  in  state  parlia¬ 
ment),  877.  Amendment  by  Mr.  Bird  re¬ 
moving  the  disqualification  of  a  member  of 
the  senate  or  house  of  representatives  from 
being  chosen  as  a  member  of  the  parliament 
of  a  state,  878  ;  negatived,  and  clause  agreed 
to  on  division,  881. 

Clause  11  (Member  of  state  parliament  not  to 
be  member  of  the  parliament  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth),  882  ;  agreed  to,  883. 

Clause  14  (States  not  to  levy  duty  of  tonnage). 
Amendment  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffitli  tliat 
the  commonwealth  shall  notimjiose  any  tax 
on  any  land  or  other  property  belonging  to 
tlie  states,  agreed  to,  and  clause,  as  amended, 
agreed  to,  883. 

Clause  18  (Itecognition  of  acts  of  state  of 
various  laivs)  agreed  to  with  verbal  amend¬ 
ments,  883. 

Chapter  VI.— New  States. 

Clause  1  (Admission  of  existing  colonies  to  the 
commonwealth)  agreed  to,  883. 

Clause  4  (Alteration  of  limits  of  states)  agreed 
to  with  verbal  amendment,  883. 
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Chapter  VII.— Miscellaneous. 

Clause  1  (Seat  of  government  to  be  determined 
by  the  parliament).  Amendment  by  Mr. 
Dibbs  tliat  the  seat  of  government  be 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  899  ;  negatived 
on  division,  900. 

New  clause,  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  proposed^ 
that  the  aboriginal  natives  shall  not  be 
counted  in  reckoning  the  number  of  people 
of  a  state,  or  other  part  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  agreed  to,  898. 

Chapter  VIII.— Amendment  of  Constitution. 

Clause  1  (Mode  of  amending  the  constitu¬ 
tion),  884.  Amendment  by  Dr.  Cockbura 
to  submit  any  law  for  the  alteration  of  the 
constitution  to  the  electors  of  the  several 
states,  894  ;  negatived  on  division,  897. 
Amendments  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  that  if 
the  people  of  the  states  whose  conventions 
approve  of  the  amendment  are  also  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  people  of  the  commonwealth, 
the  amendment  shall  be  presented  to  the 
governor-general  for  the  Queen’s  assent, 
agreed  to,  and  clause,  as  aineuded,  agreed 
to,  898. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments,  900  ;  motion 
by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  that  the  draft  bill 
reported  from  Committee  be  adopted  by 
the  Convention,  905,  907  ;  debated  by  Mr, 
Dibbs,  905  ;  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  908  ;  Mr. 
Munro,  912;  Mr.  Deakin,  914;  Sir  John 
Downer,  918  ;  Mr.  Baker.  Dr.  Cockbum, 
919  ;  Mr.  J.  Forrest,  920  ;  Sir  Thomas 
Mcllwi^aith,  Mr.  Piayford,  921  ;  Mr.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  922  ;  Sir  George  Grey,  923 ;  agreed 
to,  927. 


CoNSTiTxmoN,  Adoption  of  the  : 

Motion  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  that  the  Con¬ 
vention  recommends  that  pro\nsion  be  made 
by  the  parliaments  of  the  several  colonies 
for  submitting  for  the  approval  of  the  people 
of  the  colonies  respectively  the  constitution 
of  the  comnionw'ealth  of  Australia  as  framed 
by  the  Convention,  927,  932  ;  debated  by 
Sir  John  Bray  (who  moved  an  amendment 
to  substitute  the  word  “consideration  ”  for 
“approval”),  929  ;  Mr.  Wrixon,  931  ;  Mr. 
Baker,  Mr.  Munro,  932;  Mr.  Suttor,  Mr. 
Chillies,  933  ;  Mr.  Dibbs,  934  ;  Ur,  Abbott, 
;Mr.  Piayford,  935  ;  amendment  negatived, 
937  ;  amendment  by  Sir  George  Grey  te 
provide  for  the  submission  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  for  the  approval  of  the  people  at  a 
plebiscite  on  the  principle  of  one  man  one 
vote,  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to,  937. 

Constitution,  Establishment  of  the  : 

Motion  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  that  the  Con¬ 
vention  recommends  that  so  soon  as  the 
constitution  has  been  adopted  by  three  of 
the  colonies  her  Majesty’s  government  be 
requested  to  take  the  necessary  action  to 
establish  the  constitution  in  respect  of  tliose 
colonies,  agreed  to,  937. 

Convention,  Officers  of  the  : 

See  Votes  of  Thanks. 

Convention,  Dissolution  of  the  : 

respecting,  by  the  President,  940. 
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Defence.  Reports  on  Colonial  : 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Dibbs  respecting  printing  and 
circulation  of  reports  on  military  defence, 
tlie  President,  350. 

Delegate,  Death  of  a  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  McMillan  expressing  the  deep 
regret  of  the  Convention  at  the  death  of 
Mr.  J.  M.  Macrossan,  one  of  the  delegates 
from  Queensland,  519  ;  ohs.  by  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  Sir  Patrick  Jennings,  520 ;  agreed 
to,  521. 

^lotion  by  Mr.  ^IcMillan  that  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  widow  of  the 
late  Mr.  J.  M.  Macrossan,  agreed  to,  521. 

Delegates,  Roll  of  : 

Obs.  respecting,  Mr.  Munro,  1  ;  roll  of  dele¬ 
gates  read,  2;  roll  signed  by  delegates,  3, 
19,  127. 

DIVISIONS : 

commonwealth  of  AUSTRALIA  BILL  (in  Com¬ 
mittee  )  : 

Clause  1  (Short  title).  Amendment  by  Mr. 
Munro  to  alter  the  title  “commonwealth” 
to  “  feilerated  states,”  557. 

Chapter  I.— The  Legislature. 

Part  I. — General. 

Clause  2  (Governor-general).  Amendment  by 
Sir  George  Grey  that  the  governor-general 
be  elected,  573. 

Clause  3  (Salary  of  governor-general).  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Sir  John  Bray  that,  until  fixed  by 
parliament,  the  annual  salary  shall  be 
£10,000,  5S4. 

Part  II. — The  Senate. 

Clause  9  (Senate).  Amendment  by  Mr.  King¬ 
ston  to  enable  the  legislatures  to  adopt  such 
system  as  may  commend  itself  to  their 
judgment  for  choosing  the  senate,  598. 

Part  III. — The  House  of  Representatives. 

Clause  25  (Qualification  of  electors).  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Dr.  Cock  burn  that  no  property 
qualification  shall  be  necessary,  and  that 
eacli  elector  shall  have  a  vote  for  one  elec¬ 
toral  district,  037. 

Clause  32  (Qualification  of  member  of  house 
of  representatives).  Amendment  by  Mr, 
Deakin  providing  for  a  three  years’  residence 
within  the  limits  of  the  commonwealth,  610. 

Clause  41  (Duration  of  house  of  representa¬ 
tives).  Amendment  by  Sir  Jolm  Bray  that 
every  house  of  representatives  shall  continue 
for  three  years  from  the  date  appointed  for 
the  first  meeting,  644. 

Part  IV. — Provisions  relating  to  both  Houses. 

Clause  45  (Disqualification).  Amendment  by 
Mr.  Wrixon  disqualifying  persons  who  had 
been  convicted  of  treason,  felony,  or  in¬ 
famous  crime,  provided  a  free  pardon  has 
not  been  received  from  the  Crown,  659. 

Part  V. — Powers  of  Parliament. 

Cl^ause  52  (Legislative  powers  of  parliament). 

Sub-clause  28  (Control  of  railways).  Amend¬ 
ment  by  M  r.  Gordon  to  include  control  of  the 
regulation  of  traffic  and  traffic  charges,  097. 


DIVISIONS  ("con/njuedJ: 

Clause  54( Laws  appropriating  public  revenue). 
Amendment  by  Mr.  Baker  to  substitute 
“  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  ordinary 
annual  services  of  the  government”  for 
“any  part  of  the  public  revenue,”  700. 

Clause  55  (Approj)riation  and  tax  bills). 
Amendment  by  Mr.  l^iker  to  give  tlie  senate 
equal  power  with  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  in  respect  of  laws  iinj  osing  taxation 
and  appropriating  supplies,  55. 

Chapter  III.— The  Federal  Judicature. 

Clause  1  (Supreme  court  and  inferior  court). 
Amendment  by  Mr.  Kingston  to  give  the 
parliament  pow'er  to  establish  courts  of 
conciliation  and  arbitration  for  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  industrial  pursuits,  785. 

Clause  6  (Power  of  Queen  to  allow  appeal  to 
herself  in  certain  cases).  Amendment  by 
hlr.  Wrixon  that  the  Queen  may  grant  leave 
to  appeal  in  any  case,  787. 

Chapter  IV.— Finance  and  Trad?. 

Clause  9  (Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue). 
Amendment  by  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith  that 
the  expenditure  of  the  commonwealth  shall 
l>e  charged  to  the  separate  states  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  numbers  of  their  people,  830. 

Chapter  V.— The  States. 

Clause  5  (All  reference  to  the  Queen  to  be 
through  the  governor-general),  864. 

Clause  6  (Saving  of  constitutions).  Amend¬ 
ment  by  Mr.  Gordon  that  it  shall  not  be 
necessary  to  reserve  any  proposed  alteration 
of  the  constitution  of  any  state  for  the 
Queen's  pleasure,  864 ;  amendment  by  Sir 
George  Grey  that  it  shall  not  be  necessary 
to  reserve  for  the  Queen’s  pleasure  any  law 
made  by  a  state,  865. 

Clause  8  (Appointment  of  governors),  877. 

Clause  10  (Members  of  senate  or  liouse  of 
representatives  not  to  sit  in  state  parliament), 
881. 

Chapter  VII.— MisceUanecui. 

Clause  1  (Seat  of  government  to  be  determined 
V)y  the  parliament).  Amendment  by  Mr. 
Dibbs  that  the  seat  of  government  be 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  900. 

Chapter  VIII.— Amendment  of  Constitution. 

Clause  1  (Mode  of  amending  the  constitution). 
Amendment  by  Dr.  Cockburn  to  submit 
any  law  for  the  alteration  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  to  the  electors  of  the  several  states,  897. 

Cbnstitiition,  adoption  of  the,  937. 

Plebiscite  of  the  people,  904. 

F 

FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION: 

Resolutions  proposed  by  Sir  Henry  Parkes 
affirming  (1)  the  principles  nece.ssary  to 
establishing  and  securing  an  enduring  found¬ 
ation  for  the  structure  of  a  federal  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  (2)  indicating  the  constitution 
of  the  parliament,  judiciary,  and  executive, 
23;  debated  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  29; 
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FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION  (continued): 

Mr.  Fysh,  41  ;  Mr.  Munro,  46;  Mr.  Play- 
ford,  53 ;  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  60 ; 
Captain  Kiissell,  61 ;  Mr.  Deakin,  68  ;  Mr. 
Barton,  88;  Sir  John  Downer,  99;  Mr. 
Thyune,  104;  Mr.  Baker,  109;  Mr.  Bird, 
116;  Sir  Patrick  Jennings,  123;  Colonel 
Smith,  130;  Sir  George  Grey,  135;  Mr. 
Rutledge,  143 ;  Mr.  Kingston,  152  ;  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  164  ;  Mr.  Dibbs,  174  ;  Sir  James 
Lee-Steere,  190;  Dr.  Cockburn,  195;  Mr. 
Brown,  205  ;  Mr.  Wrixon,  211  ;  Mr.  J. 
Forrest,  218  ;  Mr.  Gillies,  223  ;  Mr.  Clark, 
242;  Sir  John  Bray,  256;  Mr.  McMillan, 
264  ;  Mr.  Hackett,  274  ;  Mr.  Moore,  281  ; 
Mr.  Cuthbert,  286  ;  Mr.  Adye  Douglas, 
295  ;  Mr.  Abbott,  298  ;  Mr.  Suttor,  304  ; 
Mr.  Donaldson,  306  ;  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  in 
reply,  313  ;  motion  by  Sir  Henry  Parkes 
that  the  Convention  resolve  itself  into  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  the  reso¬ 
lutions  in  detail,  agreed  to,  324. 

In  Committee : 

Part  I. — Resolution  1  (Preservation  of  powers 
and  privileges),  325  ;  agreed  to,  344. 

Resolution  2  (Free  trade  and  intercourse  be¬ 
tween  the  colonies),  .346 ;  agreed  to,  370. 

Resolution  3  (Imposition  of  duties),  ,346  ; 
amendment  by  Mr.  Gordon  providing  for 
uniform  custom  duties  to  be  imposed  by  the 
federated  colonies  upon  imported  goods  and 
to  be  fixed  by  the  federal  parliament,  for 
free- trade  between  federated  colonies,  for 
lx»unties  for  manufacture  or  production,  for 
a  uniform  charge  for  carriage  upon  railway 
lines  which  anect  trade  between  two  or 
more  of  the  federated  colonies,  and  for  the 
expenses  of  the  federal  government  to  be 
appropriated  annually  between  the  colonies 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  population, 
352  ;  withdrawn,  361.  Amendment  by  Mr. 
Deakin  to  empower  the  federal  government 
and  parliament  to  impose  excise  duties,  .361  ; 
agreed  to,  368.  Amendment  by  Mr.  Gordon 
providing  for  pow'er  to  offer  bounties  being 
lodged  in  the  federal  government  and  par¬ 
liament,  agreed  to,  368.  Resolution,  as 
amended,  agreed  to,  370. 

Resolution  4  (Military  and  naval  defence) 
agreed  to,  370. 

Part  II. — Resolution  1  (Constitution  of  par¬ 
liament).  Amendment  by  Mr.  Baker  pro¬ 
viding  that  the  constitution  shall  establish 
two  chambers,  370 ;  negatived,  372.  Amend¬ 
ment  (verbal)  by  Dr.  Cockburn  agreed  to, 
373.  Amendment  by  Dr.  Cockburn  pro¬ 
viding  for  periodical  retirement  of  members, 
,373  ;  agreed  to,  374.  Amendment  by  Dr. 
Cockburn  providing  for  the  retirement  of 
“  portion  ”  of  the  members  instead  of  “  onc- 
third,”  374;  negatived,  375.  Amendment 
by  Mr.  Barton  omitting  the  period  provided 
for  the  retirement  of  members  agreed  to, 
,375.  Amendment  by  Sir  John  Downer 
removing  the  power  from  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  amending  all  bills,  appropri¬ 
ating  revenue,  or  imposing  taxation,  ,375  ; 
agreed  to,  380.  Amendment  by  Sir  John 
Downer  giving  the  senate  the  power  to 
reject  in  whole  or  in  part  bills  appropriating 
revenue  or  imposing  taxation,  3S0.  Ameud- 
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FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION  (continued )  : 
ment  by  Mr.  Wrixon  upon  the  amendment 
providing  that  “  the  senate  shall  have  equal 
power  with  the  house  of  representatives  in 
respect  to  all  bills,  except  money  bills,  bills 
dealing  with  duties  of  customs  and  excise, 
and  the  annual  appropriation  bill,  and  these 
it  shall  be  entitled  to  reject,  but  not  to 
amend,**  and  “  the  act  of  union  shall  provide 
that  it  shall  not  l)e  lawful  to  include  in  the 
annual  appropriation  bill  any  matter  or 
thing  other  than  the  votes  of  supply  for  the 
ordinary  service  of  the  year,”  381  ;  amend¬ 
ment  withdrawn,  and  resolution, as  amended, 
agreed  to,  463. 

Resolution  2  (The  judiciary).  Consideration 
postponed,  463  ;  amendment  by  Mr.  Wrixon 
to  omit  the  words  making  the  decisions  of 
the  supreme  court  final,  474 ;  agreed  to, 
and  resolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  476. 

Resolution  3  (The  executive).  Amendment 
by  Mr.  Baker  removing  from  the  resolution 
the  proviso  tliat  the  advisers  of  the  governor- 
general  shall  be  persons  sitting  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  whose  term  of  office  shall  depend 
on  their  possessing  the  confidence  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  expressed  by  the 
support  of  the  majority,  agreed  to,  and  re¬ 
solution,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  47^ 

Additional  resolution  by  Mr.  Barton  providing 
against  the  formation  of  new  states  without 
the  consent  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states 
concerned,  476  ;  agreed  to,  477. 

Additional  resolution  by  Sir  George  Grey  to 
enable  the  people  of  each  state  to  adopt 
their  own  form  of  state  constitution,  478 ; 
w'ithdrawn,  486. 

Additional  resolution  by  .Sir  George  Grey  to 
enable  each  state  to  make,  vary,  or  annul 
its  constitution,  4S6  ;  amendment  by  Sir 
John  Bray  to  enable  each  state  to  make 
such  amendments  in  their  constitution  as 
may  l>e  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  federa¬ 
tion,  492 ;  amendment  agreed  to,  and  reso¬ 
lution,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  495. 

Additional  resolution  by  Mr.  Thynneto  estab¬ 
lish  a  system  for  suhniitting  amendments  of 
the  constitution  for  the  approval  of  the  elec¬ 
tors  of  the  several  states,  and  for  prescribing 
the  necessary  majorities,  495;  withdrawn, 
499. 

Additional  resolution  by  Mr.  Clark  to  vest  the 
judicial  power  of  the  federation  in  one 
supreme  court  withdrawn,  499. 

Resolutions  reported  and  agreed  to,  499. 

G 

Grey,  Sir  George  : 

Pers.  txpl  as  to  absence  from  division  on  ques¬ 
tion  of  establishment  of* courts  of  concilia¬ 
tion,  788. 

J 

JrniciARY: 

Ohs.  by  Sir  Henry  Parkes  respecting  letter 
from  Mr.  Justice  Richmond  ;  and  motion 
by  Mr.  Clark  that  the  letter,  along  with 
notes  thereon,  be  printed,  agreed  to,  511. 

M 

Macrossan,  Mr.  (Set  Death  of  a  Delegate.) 
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Plebiscite  : 

Motion  by  Sir  George  Grey  that  previously 
to  the  bill  to  constitute  the  commonwealth 
of  Australia  being  laid  before  the  British 
Parliament,  it  should  be  submitted  to  and 
adopteil  by  a  majority  of  a  plebiscite  of  the 
people  of  Australia,  at  which  each  voter 
should  give  a  single  vote,  900  ;  debated  by 
Dr.  Cockburn  (who  moved  an  amendment 
that  the  bill  should  be  adopted  by  a 
majority  of  a  plebiscite  of  the  people  of 
Australia,  and  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  several  colonies),  Mr.  Gillies, .Sir  Samuel 
Griflith,  900,  903  ;  Mr.  Deakin,  901 ;  Mr, 
Munro,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Dibbs,  902 ; 
amendment  withdrawn,  903.  Amendment 
by  Mr.  Dibbs  that  the  bill  should  be  adopted 
by  a  majority  of  the  plebiscites  of  the 
eople  of  the  several  colonies,  accepted 
y  Sir  George  Grey,  and  motion  amended 
accordingly,  903  ;  Sir  George  Grey,  in  reply, 
903  ;  motion  negatived,  904. 

Pbesident,  Election  of  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Munro  that  Sir  Henry  Parkes, 
G.C.  M.G.,  take  the  chair  aw  President  of  the 
Convention,  3  ;  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  3  ;  Mr. 
Play  ford,  Mr.  Fysh,  Mr.  Dibbs,  4  ;  Captain 
Russell,  5  ;  agreed  to ;  obs.  by  President 
elect,  o. 

Press  and  Pcblic,  Admission  of  the  : 

Motion  by  Mr,  McMillan  that  when  the  Con¬ 
vention  is  engaged  in  debating  matters  form¬ 
ally  submitted  by  previous  notice,  or  sub¬ 
mitted  by  consent  without  notice,  the  press 
and  public  be  admitted  on  the  order  of  the 
President ;  and  that  whenever  the  Convention 
is  in  Committee  the  press  and  public  be  not 
admitted,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  debated 
by  Mr.  Dibbs  (who  moved  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  that  during  the  sittings  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  the  press  and  the  public  be  admitted 
unless  otherwise  ordered),  12,  13;  debated  i 
by  Mr.  Douglas,  12;  Mr.  Playford,  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  13,  19  ;  Mr.  Gillies,  Sir 
John  Downer,  14;  Mr.  Munro,  15;  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Thynne,  16  ;  Mr.  Shiels, 
^Mr.  Rutledge,  17  ;  Mr.  Baker,  18  ;  motion 
and  amendment  withdrawn,  21  ;  motion  by 
Mr.  McMillan  that  the  press  and  public  be 
admitted,  unless  otherwise  orderea,  during 
the  sittings  of  the  Convention,  on  the  order 
of  the  President ;  debated  by  Sir  Thomas 
Mcllwraith,  Colonel  Smith,  Sir  Patrick  Jen¬ 
nings,  21  ;  agreed  to,  22. 

Proceedings  and  Debates,  Report  of  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  McMillan  that  the  President 
forward  copies  of  the  proceedings  and  debates 
of  the  Convention  to  his  Excellency  the 


pROCEKDING.S  AND  DkBATK.S,  RePORT  OF  ( Ctd, )  ; 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  for  trans¬ 
mission  to  the  Right  Honorable  the  Prin¬ 
cipal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  ; 
also  to  the  representatives  of  the  colonies  at 
the  Convention  for  presentation  to  their 
respective  parliaments,  and  for  general  dis¬ 
tribution,  agreed  to,  938. 

s 

Secretary,  Election  of  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Munro  that  Frederick  William 
Webb,  Esq.,  be  appointed  secretary  to  the 
Convention,  agreed  to,  5. 

Shiels,  Mr,,  Position  of  : 

Oha.  respecting  the  President,  128,  129  ;  Mr. 
Abbott,  128  ;  Mr.  Munro,  129,  130. 

Standing  Orders  ; 

Notice  of  motions  for  conduct  of  business,  Mr. 
McMillan,  6  ;  standing  orders  agreed  to,  8, 
9,  20,  22. 

T 

Telegram  from  her  Majesty  the  Queen  : 

Announcement  by  the  President  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  a  telegram  from  her  Majesty  the 
Queen,  68. 

V 

Vice-President,  Elecfion  op  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Playford  that  Sir  Samuel 
Walker  Griffith,  K.C.M.G.,  be  appointed 
Vice-President  of  the  Convention  ;  obs.  re¬ 
specting  by  Mr.  Fysh,  Mr.  Munro,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  and  motion  agreed  to,  6. 

Votes  of  Thanks  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Munro  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Convention  be  given  to  Sir  Henry  Parkes, 
President,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  and  Mr.  Abbott,  Chairman  of  Com- 
niittees  of  the  Whole,  for  the  services  ren¬ 
dered  by  them  to  the  Convention,  agreed  to, 
938 ;  oba.  in  acknowledgment  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  938  ;  Mr.  Abbott, 
9.39.  Motion  by  Mr.  Munro  that  the  thanks 
of  the  Convention  be  given  to  Mr.  F.  ^V. 
Webb,  secretary,  and  to  his  assistants,  and 
also  to  the  meml^ers  of  the  Parliamentary 
Reporting  Staff  of  New  South  Wales,  for 
their  services  to  the  Convention,  930;  oba. 
by  Mr.  Dibbs  and  the  President,  and  motion 
agreed  to,  940. 

w 

Western  Auotralian  Deleg ate.s  : 

Oba.  respecting  delay  in  arrival  of,  Mr.  Dibbs, 
Mr.  Munro,  7  ;  Mr.  Baker,  8;  the  President 
(welcoming  the  delegates  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion),  Mr.  J.  Forrest,  127. 
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Abbreviations  :--adJ.,  Motion  of  Adjournment ;  m.,  Motion  ;  obs..  Observations  ;  pers,  expL, 

Personal  Exi>lauation. 


Abbott,  Mr.  J.  P. : 

Adoption  of  the  constitution,  r??.,  935. 
Appointment  of  committees,  w.,  500. 

Days  of  meeting,  m.,  8. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  298. 

Shiels,  Mr.,  obs.y  128. 

Reports  of  committees,  513,  515. 

Votes  of  thanks,  m.,  35,  939. 

ATKiN.soy,  Sir  Harry,  K.C.M.G.  : 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

In  Committee  : 

Constitution  and  laws  of  commonwealth 
binding,  558. 

Governor* general,  salary  of,  578,  581. 
Retirement  of  senators,  602. 

Disqualification  of  representatives,  641. 
Vacation  of  seats,  661. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament  :  Taxa¬ 
tion,  &c.,  670. 

Baker,  Mr.  R.  C.,  C.M.G.  : 

Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  m.,  18. 
Adoption  of  the  constitution,  m.,  932. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

Motion  to  consider  bill  in  Committee,  533, 
542. 

In  Committee  : 

Constitution  and  laws  of  commonwealth 
binding,  559. 

Governor-general,  appointment  of,  574,  577. 
Privileges  of  houses,  586,  587. 

Composition  of  house  of  representatives,  612, 
631. 

Periodical  reapportionment  of  representa¬ 
tives,  638. 

Disqualification  of  representatives,  641. 
Duration  of  house  of  representatives,  645. 
Legislative  powers  of  parliament : 
Regulation  of  trade,  662. 

Taxation,  &c.,  672. 

Execution  of  judgments,  686,  687. 

Control  of  railways,  696. 

Railway  gauge,  697- 

Exercise  of  powers  at  request  of  states,  698. 
Origination  of  money  bills,  705,  706. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  707 1  7.42,  746. 
Immediate  control  of  departments,  778. 
Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  825. 
Reference  to  Queen  through  governor-general, 
852. 

Governors  of  states,  871. 

Mode  of  amending  constitution,  896. 

Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee  on  bill, 
919. 


Baker,  Mr.  R.  C.,  C.M.G.  (continued)  : 
Federal  constitution  resolutions,  109. 

In  Committee: 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  334. 

Customs  duties,  347,  367. 

Constitution  of  parliament,  370,  371. 
Amendment  of  money  bills,  372,  3f 7,  393, 
438. 

The  executive,  464. 

Reports  of  committees,  adj,^  513. 

Western  Australian  delegates,  m.,  8. 

Barton,  Mr.  E.,  Q.C.  : 

Appointment  of  Committees,  m.,  500,  507. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  r 
In  Committee  : 

Short  title,  554. 

Governor-general,  salary  of,  578. 

Composition  of  senate,  589. 

Vacancies  in  senate,  603,  605. 

Qualifications  of  senators,  609. 

Qualification  of  electors,  619,  623,  628. 
Legislative  powers  of  parliament  : 

Munitions  of  war,  6M. 

River  navigation,  690. 

Divisions,  tt?.,  10. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  88. 

In  Committee: 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  335. 

Trade  and  intercourse,  344,  346. 

Customs  duties,  362. 

Constitution  of  parliament,  370. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  374,  409. 
Creation  of  new'  states,  476,  477. 

Powers  of  senate,  expl.^  788. 

Reports  of  committees,  adj,,  513,  514. 

Bird,  Mr.  B.  S.  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

In  Committee : 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament  : 

Taxation,  &c.,  673. 

Control  of  railways,  694. 

Pow'ers  of  the  senate,  728. 

Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  824. 
Consolidation  of  debts  of  states,  844. 
Governors  of  states,  878. 

Members  of  commonwealth  parliament  not  to 
sit  in  state  legislature,  881. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  1 16. 
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Bray,  Sir  J.  C.,  K.C.M.G.  : 

Addresses,  oAs.,  lOS. 

Adoption  of  the  constitution,  9*29. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

Motion  to  consider  bill  in  Committee,  533. 

In  Conunittee : 

Short  title,  551. 

Governor-general,  salary  of,  579,  5S1,  584. 
Composition  of  senate,  599. 

Retirement  of  senators,  601,  602. 

Vacancies  in  senate,  604. 

Qualifications  of  senators,  609. 

President  of  senate,  610. 

Periodical  reapportionment  of  representa¬ 
tives,  638. 

Duration  of  house  of  representatives,  643, 
614,  650. 

Vacation  of  seats,  660. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament  : 

Taxation,  &c.,  671. 

Banking,  &c.,  684. 

Corporations,  686. 

River  navigation,  692. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  743. 

Recommendation  of  money  votes,  762. 
Ministers  in  parliament,  765,  767. 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties, 
791. 

Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  803,  814, 
829,  8:30,  831. 

Consolidation  of  debts  of  states,  836,  848. 
Reference  to  Queen  through  governor-general, 
859. 

Governors  of  states,  865. 

Members  of  ccimmonwealth  parliament  not  to 
sit  in  state  legislature,  880. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  256. 

In  Committee : 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  340. 

Customs  duties,  358. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  379,  392,  457. 
Amendment  of  constitution,  485,  491. 
Notices  of  motion,  m.,  9. 

Reports  of  committees,  adj.f  513,  517. 

Brown,  Mr.  N.  J.  : 

Adjournment,  721. 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee : 

Repeal  of  Federal  Council  Act,  558. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  205. 

Burgess,  Mr.  W.  H.  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee: 

V’acation  of  seats,  661. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament  :  Taxation, 
&c.,  C77. 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties,  800. 
Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  810,  833. 
Federal  constitution  resolutions, 

In  Committee  : 

Customs  duties,  348. 

Clark,  :Mr.  A.  1.  : 

Appointment  of  committees,  w.,  506. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

Motion  to  consider  bill  in  Committee,  546. 


Clark,  Mr.  A.  I.  (continued): 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

In  Committee  : 

Composition  of  senate,  588. 

Qualifications  of  senators,  608. 
Disqualifications,  657. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament : 

Regulation  of  trade,  663. 

Execution  of  judgments,  688. 

Control  of  railways,  696,  697. 
Appropriation  of  money,  098. 

Exclusive  powers  of  parliament,  703. 
Origination  of  money  bills,  704. 

Ministers  in  parliament,  768. 

Governors  of  states,  870. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  242. 

In  Committee: 

Customs  duties,  348. 

The  executive,  474. 

The  judiciary,  499. 

J  ud  iciary — ohs.  ,511. 

Publication  of  i^roceedings  of  committees,  adj., 
512. 

CocKBURN,  J.  A.,  M.D. : 

Appointment  of  committees,  m. ,  507. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

In  Committee: 

Governor-general,  appointment  of,  560,  576, 
577. 

Composition  of  senate,  592. 

Qualification  of  electors,  613,  620,  628,  636. 
Persons  not  allowed  to  vote,  637. 
Dist[Ualification  of  representatives,  641. 

Issue  of  new  writs,  641,  64*2. 

Duration  of  house  of  representatives,  648, 
652. 

Disriualifi cations,  658. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament  :  Control 
of  railways,  694- 
Powers  of  the  senate,  707,  711. 

Disallowance  of  laws,  763. 

Reference  to  Queen  through  governor-general, 
862. 

Mode  of  amending  constitution,  892,  897. 
Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee  on  bill, 
919. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  195. 

In  Committee: 

Powers,  i)rivilege8,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  334. 

Constitution  of  parliament,  373,  374. 
Amendment  of  money  bills,  382. 

Amendment  of  constitution,  479,  481,  496. 
Plebiscite,  m.,  900,  903. 

CuTHBERT,  Mr.  IT.  : 

Appointment  of  committee?,  m.,  504. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

In  Committee: 

Qualifications  of  senators,  609. 

Qualifications  of  representatives,  640. 
Reference  to  Queen  through  governor-general, 
85S. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  286. 

In  Committee : 

Constitution  of  parliament,  374,  375. 
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Deakin,  Mr.  A.  : 

Appointment  of  committees,  w?.,  503,  509. 
Coininouwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee  : 

Short  title,  551. 

Governor-general,  appointment  of,  570,  575. 
Governor-general,  salary  of,  580,  584,  585. 
Composition  of  senate,  591. 

Election  of  senators,  599. 

Vacancies  in  senate,  604. 

Qualification  of  electors,  61.3,  620. 
Qualitications  of  representatives,  639,  640. 
Discjualification  of  representatives,  640. 
Legislative  powers  of  parliament ; 

Kegiilation  of  trade,  664. 

Taxation,  &c.,  674. 

River  navigation,  691 . 

Control  of  railways,  695. 

Appropriation  of  money,  700.^ 

Exclusive  powers  of  parliament,  702,  703,704. 
Powers  of  the  senate,  708,  761. 

Ministers  in  parliament,  768,  771,  772. 
Supreme  Court  of  Australia,  781. 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties,  792. 
Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  ^832,  833. 
Consolidation  of  debts  of  states,  837. 
Reference  to  Queen  through  govenior-geue- 
ral,  855. 

Mode  of  amending  constitution,  886,  £88, 
891,  894. 

Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee  on  bill,  914. 
Federal  constitution  resolutions,  68. 

In  Committee  : 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  .3.34. 

Trade  and  intercourse,  .346. 

Customs  duties,  .346,  S58,  .361,  366,  368. 
Amendment  of  money  bills,  378,  379,  382, 
461. 

Amendment  of  constitution,  497. 

The  judiciary,  499. 

Plebiscite,  w.,  901. 

Dibbs,  Mr.  G.  R,  : 

Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  m.,  12,  13, 

20. 

Adoption  of  the  constitution,  m. ,  9.34. 
Appointment  of  committees,  m.,  505. 

Colonial  defence,  o5s.,  350. 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

In  Committee : 

Qualification  of  electors,  624,  635,  636. 
Disqualifications,  658. 

V  acation  of  seats,  660. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament  :  Taxation, 
&c.,  679. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  752. 

Royal  assent  to  bills,  763. 

Supreme  Court  of  Australia,  781. 

Appeal  to  Queen- in-Council,  786. 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties,  795, 
801. 

Transfer  of  officers,  802. 

Equality  of  trade,  834. 

Consolidation  of  debts  of  states,  842. 
Governors  of  states,  876. 

Seat  of  government,  899. 

Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee  on  bill, 
905. 


Dibbs,  Mr.  G.  R.  (continued)  : 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  174. 

In  Committee : 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  ,341. 

Customs  duties,  360,  368. 

Creation  of  new  states,  477. 

Officers  of  the  Convention,  tw.,  939. 
Plebiscite,  m.,  902,  903. 

President,  w.,  4. 

Reports  of  committees,  culj.^  514. 

Western  Australian  delegates,  at//.,  7. 

Donald.son,  Mr.  J.  : 

Commouw'ealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

Motion  to  consider  bill  in  Committee,  532. 

In  Committee  : 

Issue  of  new  writs,  643. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament  : 
Regulation  of  trade,  667. 

Taxation,  &c.,  678. 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties,  792, 
795. 

Mode  of  amending  constitution,  887. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  306. 

In  Committee  ; 
j  Customs  duties,  319. 

Reports  of  committees,  517. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Adye  : 

Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  m.,  12. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 
i  In  Committee  : 

!  Privileges  of  houses,  585,  586,  587. 

I  Qualifications  of  senators,  606. 

Exclusive  |>owers  of  parliament,  703. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  730. 

Salaries  of  ministers,  776. 

Immediate  control  of  departments,  778,  779. 
Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  823,  830, 
8.32. 

Reference  to  Queen  through  governor-general , 
858. 

j  Governors  of  states,  871. 

Members  of  commonwealth  parliament  not 
to  sit  in  state  legislature,  879. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  295. 

I  In  Committee: 

Customs  duties,  346. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  399. 

Amendment  of  the  constitution,  485. 
Judiciary,  ohs.,  511. 

Notices  of  motion,  w.,  9. 

Downer,  Sir  John,  K.C.M.G.,  Q.C.  : 
Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  rw.,  14. 

I  Appointment  of  committees,  m.,  502. 
j  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

In  Committee  : 

Short  title,  551. 

Repeal  of  Federal  Council  Act,  558.  ^ 

'  Governor-general,  appointment  of,  571. 

j  Privileges  of  houses,  587. 

'  Vacancies  in  senate,  605. 

Qualification  of  senators,  618. 
Disqualification  of  representatives,  640. 
Duration  of  liouse  of  representatives,  648. 
Legislative  powers  of  parliament :  Regula¬ 
tion  of  trade,  665. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  715,  747. 
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Downer,  Sir  John,  K.C.M.G.,  Q.C.  ( conid.)  ; 
Commonwealtli  of  Australia  Bill 
Appeal  to  Queen-in-Council,  787. 
Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  811,  81.3. 
Reference  to  Queen  through  governor-gene¬ 
ral,  851. 

Motion  to  adojit  report  of  Committee  on  bill, 
918. 

Days  of  meeting,  m.,  8. 

Divisions,  »?.,  11. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  99. 

Jn  Committee : 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  329. 

Customs  duties,  359. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  375,  377,  378, 
379,  380,  407,  442,  459,  401,  462,  463. 

The  executive,  472,  475. 

Amendment  of  constitution,  498. 

Reports  of  committees,  adj.^  514. 

Rules  of  debate,  w?.,  9. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr.  N.  : 

Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  tw.,  16. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill ; 

In  Committee: 

Composition  of  senate,  594. 

Vacancies  in  senate,  603,  604. 

Qualification  of  electors,  6*22. 

Disqualification  of  representatives,  641. 
Duration  of  house  of  representatives,  645. 
Legislative  powers  of  parliament  : 

Regulation  of  trade,  664. 

Munitions  of  war,  683. 

Control  of  railways,  695. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  757,  760. 

Ministers  in  parliament,  766,  771. 

Immediate  control  of  departments,  778. 
Supreme  Court  of  Australia,  783. 

Reference  to  Queen  through  governor-gene¬ 
ral,  857. 

Governors  of  states,  875. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  164. 

Jn  Committee : 

Constitution  of  parliament,  375, 

Plebiscite,  m.,  902. 

Forrest,  Mr.  A.  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill ; 

In  Committee: 

Allowance  to  members,  654. 

F0RRE.ST,  Mr.  J.,  C.M.G.  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

In  Committee: 

Short  title,  555. 

Qualifications  of  senators,  606. 

Periodical  reapportionment  of  representa¬ 
tives,  638. 

Qualifications  of  representatives,  639. 
Dis<iualifications,  659. 

Powers  of  senate,  732. 

Salaries  of  ministers,  776. 

Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee  on  bill. 
920. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  218. 

In  Committee: 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  4.37. 
Amendment  of  constitution,  492. 

Reports  of  committees,  oflj.j  515,  519. 

Western  Australian  delegates,  w.,  127. 


Fvsii,  l^fr.  P.  0.  : 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  41. 
In  Committer : 

Trade  and  intercourse,  34C, 
President,  w.,  4. 

Vice-President,  ni.,  G. 


Gillies,  Mr.  D.  : 

Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  14. 
Adoption  of  the  constitiftion,  tm.,  933. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

In  Committee: 

Governor-general,  salary  of,  578,  581. 
Composition  of  senate,  595. 

Vacancies  in  senate,  605. 

Qualification  of  electors,  624. 

Duration  of  house  of  representatives,  646. 
Allowance  to  members,  653. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament : 

Banking,  &c.,  6S5. 

River  navigation,  690,  691. 

Exclusive  powers  of  parliament,  703. 
Recommendation  of  money  votes,  762. 
^Ministers  in  parliament,  765. 

Immediate  control  of  departments,  778. 
Supreme  Court  of  Australia,  783,  784. 
Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties,  794. 
Consolidation  of  debts  of  states,  848. 

Powers  of  the  states  continued,  849. 
Reference  to  Queen  through  governor-general, 
850. 

Governors  of  states,  866. 

Members  of  commonwealth  parliament  not  to 
sit  in  state  legislature,  879,  881. 

Mode  of  amending  constitution,  8S4,  888. 
Divisions,  ni.,  11. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  223. 

In  Committee : 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights, 
327. 

Constitution  of  parliament,  370,  373. 
Amendment  of  money  bills,  460, 

The  executive,  471. 

Creation  of  new  states,  477. 

Amendment  of  constitution,  480,  498. 
Plebiscite,  m.,  900,  903. 

Quorum,  m.,  22. 

Gordon,  Mr.  J.  H.  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee : 

Disqualification  of  representatives,  640, 
Legislative  powers  of  parliament ; 

Regulation  of  trade,  663,  664,  665,  C66. 
Control  of  railways,  692. 

Transfer  of  officers,  801,  802. 

Reference  to  Queen  through  governor-general , 
862. 

Saving  of  constitutions,  864. 

Divisions,  m.,  12. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions  t 
In  Committee  : 

Customs  duties,  351,  352,  .360,  363,  368. 
Amendment  of  money  bills,  451. 

Amendment  of  constitution,  496, 


UREY,  «ir  UEORGE,  K.C.B.  : 

Adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  m.,  929, 
937. 

Courts  of  conciliation,  expl.,  783. 
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Grey,  Sir  Georcje,  K.C.B.  (contimied)  : 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

Jn  Committee: 

Short  title,  553. 

Govcrnor-geueral,  appointment  of,  561,  505, 
508,  57‘2. 

Governor-general,  salary  of,  580,  584. 
Composition  of  senate,  597. 

Qualilications  of  senators,  60S,  GOO. 
Qualification  of  electors,  615,  02 1,  034. 
iJisqiialilications,  655. 

Vacation  of  seats,  661. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  750. 

Disallowance  of  laws,  701. 

Reference  to  Queen  through  goA^emor-gencral, 
863. 

Saving  of  constitutions,  864. 

Mode  of  amending  constitution,  889. 

Seat  of  government,  899. 

Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee  on  bill, 
923. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  135. 

In  Committee : 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  327,  330. 

Constitution  of  parliament,  372. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  422,  4.52. 
Amendment  of  constitution,  477,  478,  48$, 
493. 

Plebiscite,  m.,  900,  903. 

Reports  of  committees,  ad/.,  518. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel,  K.C.M.G.,  Q.C.  : 
Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  m.,  13, 19. 
Adoption  of  the  constitution,  m.,  927,  932. 
Appointment  of  committees,  m.,  503,  506,508. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

Motion  to  consider  bill  in  Committee,  521. 
Jn  Committee  : 

Short  title,  550,  553. 

Repeal  of  Federal  Council  Act,  558. 
Constitution  and  laws  of  commonwealth 
binding,  558,  559. 

Governor-general,  appointment  of,  566,  577. 
Gov’ernor-general,  salary  of,  579,  580,  583, 
584. 

Privileges  of  houses,  5S6,  587. 

Composition  cf  senate,  588,  589,  591,  599. 
Election  of  senators,  599. 

Retirement  of  senators,  600,  601,  602,603. 
Vacancies  in  senate,  G03. 

Qualifications  of  senators,  607,  610. 

President  of  senate,  610,  611. 

Quorum  of  senate,  611. 

Voting  in  senate,  611. 

Composition  of  house  of  representatives, 
612.  ^ 

Qualification  of  electors,  613,  633. 

Persons  not  allowed  to  vote,  638. 

Periodical  reapportionineut  of  representa¬ 
tives,  038,  639. 

Qualifications  of  representatives,  639. 
Disqualification  of  representatives,  641. 

Issue  of  new  writs,  6 12. 

Duration  of  house  of  representatives,  044, 
645,  040,  048,  050,  052. 

AlloM^ance  to  members,  054. 

1  disqualifications,  655,  059. 

Vacation  of  seats,  COO,  061. 


Griffith,  Sir  Samuel,  K.C.M.G.,  Q.C.  (ctd.): 
Legislative  powers  of  parliament : 
Regulation  of  trade,  002,  663,  068. 
Munitions  of  w'ar,  683,  684. 

Banking,  &c.,  684. 

Corporations,  686. 

Execution  of  judgments,  687,  638. 
Immigration,  689. 

River  navigation,  690,  691. 

Control  of  railways,  693. 

Exercise  of  powers  at  request  of  states,  698. 
Appropriation  of  money,  699,  701. 
Exclusive  powers  of  parliament,  702,  703, 
704. 

Origination  of  money  bills,  704,  705. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  714,  756,  760. 
Recommendation  of  money  votes,  702. 
Disallowance  of  laws,  764. 

Ministers  in  parliament,  767,  770,  771,  774, 
776. 

Salaries  of  ministers,  776,  777. 

Authority  of  executive,  777. 

Immediate  control  of  departments,  778. 
Exercise  of  powers  under  existing  laws,  779. 
Supreme  Court  of  AustraHa,  781,  783. 
Original  jurisdiction,  787. 

Appropriations  to  be  by  lawq  789. 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties, 
794. 

Transfer  of  officers,  802. 

Free-trade  within  the  commonwealth,  802. 
Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  806,  829, 
832,  833. 

Equality  of  trade,  833,  834. 

Consolidation  of  debts  of  states,  848. 

Powers  of  the  states  continued,  849,  850. 
Reference  to  Queen  through  governor-general, 
850. 

Governors  of  states,  865,  874. 

Members  of  commonwealth  parliament  not  to 
sit  in  state  legislature,  878,  879,  880,  881. 
States  not  to  levy  tonnage  duty,  883. 
Admission  of  existing  colonies,  ^3. 

Mode  of  amending  constitution,  884,  S90, 
891,  894,  897. 

Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee  on  bill, 
905,  907. 

Days  of  meeting,  m.,  8. 

Death  of  a  delegate,  obs.,  520. 

Divisions,  m.,  11. 

Establishment  of  the  constitution,  m, ,  937. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  29. 

In  Committee : 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  329,  338. 

Trade  and  intercourse,  345. 

Customs  duties,  359. 

Constitution  of  parliament,  372,  375. 
Amendment  of  money  bills,  377,  380,  427, 
456,  402. 

The  executive,  466,  469,  473. 

Amendment  of  the  constitution,  485,  489, 
497. 

Plebiscite,  n?.,  900,  903. 

President,  w.,  3. 

Publication  of  proceedings  of  committees, 
adj.,5\\. 

Reportsof  committees,  cuij.,  513,  518. 
Vice-president,  77i.,  6. 

Votes  of  thanks,  m,,  938. 
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Hackett,  Mr.  J.  W.  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

Jn  Committee  : 

Governor-general,  sahiry  of,  585. 
Composition  of  senate,  589. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  740. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  274. 

Jkxxtncs,  Sir  P.  A.,  K.C.M.G.,  LL.D.  : 
Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  w.,  21. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee. : 

Qualification  of  electors,  635. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  739. 

Death  of  a  delegate,  o6».,  520. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  123. 

In  Committee  r 

Powei's,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  330. 

Kingston,  Mr.  C.  C.,  Q.C.  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee : 

Governor-general,  appointment  of,  567. 
Governor-general,  salary  of,  582,  583. 
Composition  of  senate,  590,  593,  596,  598. 
Qualification  of  electors,  632. 

Vacation  of  seats,  661. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament  : 

Execution  of  judgments,  688,  689. 

Control  of  railways,  696. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  735. 

Ministers  in  parliament,  775. 

Supreme  Court  of  Australia,  780,  782,  785. 
Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  828. 
Reference toQueen  through  governor -general, 
860. 

Member  of  state  parliament  not  to  be  mem¬ 
ber  of  commonwealth  parliament,  882. 
Mode  of  amending  constitution,  S97. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  152. 

In  Committee : 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  342. 

Customs  duties,  364. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  403. 

The  executive,  469,  475. 

Amendment  of  constitution,  482. 

Lee-Steere,  Sir  .J.  G. : 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  190. 

In  Committee  : 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  344. 

Loton,  Mr.  W.  T.  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee : 

Qualifications  of  senators,  609. 

President  of  senate,  610. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  738. 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties,  792. 

Macdonald-Pater.son,  Mr.  T.  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  ; 

Motion  to  consider  bill  in  Committee,  533. 

In  Committee : 

Qualifications  of  senators,  605,  606,  603. 
Legislativ-e  powers  of  parliament : 

Power  to  borrow,  682. 

Banking,  &c.,  685. 

Governors  of  states,  873. 


Macdonald-PaTerson,  Mr.  T.  (continmd): 
Federal  constitution  resolutions  ; 

In  Committee : 

Customs  duties,  360. 

Amendment  of  Constitution,  484,  492. 

Macrossan,  Mr.  J.  M.  : 

Federal  constitution  resolutions  : 

In  Committee : 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  325. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  431. 

Marmion,  Mr.  W.  E.  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill ; 

In  Committee : 

Short  title,  556. 

Retirement  of  senators,  602. 

Qualifications  of  senators,  607,  608. 
Qualification  of  electors,  614,  615. 

Allowance  to  members,  653. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament : 

Power  to  borrow',  682. 

Disallow’ance  of  law^s,  765. 

Ministers  in  parliament,  766. 

Salaries  of  ministers,  777. 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties,  801. 
Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee  on  bill, 
925. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions  : 

In  Committee  : 

Customs  duties,  348. 

McIlwraith,  Sir  T.,  K.C.M.G.,  LL.D.  : 
Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  m.,  21. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill ; 

In  Committee  : 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties,  799. 
Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  805,  808, 
812,  814,  815,  824,  826,  830. 

Equality  of  trade,  834. 

Governors  of  states,  872. 

Motion  to  adopt  report  of  committee  on  bill, 
921. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  60. 

In  Committee: 

Customs  duties,  365. 

Constitution  of  pttrliament,  371. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  393. 

McMillan,  Mr.  W.  : 

Addresses,  o/m.,  174. 

Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  m.,  12,  13 

20. 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

Motion  to  consider  bill  in  Committee,  532. 

In  Committee : 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament  : 

Taxation,  &c.  ,671. 

Munitions  of  war,  684. 

River  navigation,  689,  691,  692. 

Control  of  railways,  693. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  718,  746,  755. 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties, 
791,  798. 

ApYK)rtionment  of  surplus  revenue,  813,  821, 
830,  831. 

Consolidation  of  debts  of  states,  839. 
Governors  of  states,  870. 

Days  of  meeting,  rw.,  8,  9. 

Death  of  a  delegate,  o5«.,  519. 

Divisions,  tm.,  10,  12,  20. 
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McMillan,  Mr.  W.  (coniinved)  : 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  264. 

In  Committee : 

Customs  duties,  346,  358. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  3S8,  455. 
Amendment  of  constitution,  491. 

Quorum,  rw.,  22. 

Motions  by  concurrence,  m.,  8. 

Notices  of  motion,  w.,  9. 

Rules  of  debate,  wi.,  9. 

Standing  orders,  ni.,  6. 

Western  Australian  delegates,  6. 

Moore,  Mr.  W.  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee  : 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament :  Regula¬ 
tion  of  trade,  664. 

Divisions,  tti.,  10. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  281. 

Munro,  Mr.  J.  : 

Admission  of  the  press  and  the  public,  m.,  15. 
Adoption  of  the  constitution,  m. ,  932. 
Appointment  of  committees,  m. ,  506. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

In  Committee : 

Short  title,  550. 

Governor-general,  appointment  of,  564. 
Governor- general,  salary  of,  578. 
Composition  of  senate,  588,  593. 

Qualification  of  electors,  614. 

Disqualification  of  representatives,  641. 
Duration  of  house  of  representatives,  649. 
Disqualifications,  657. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament : 

Taxation,  &c.,  679. 

Corporations,  685. 

Appropriation  of  money,  700. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  717. 

Royal  assent  to  bills,  763. 

Appropriations  to  be  by  law,  789. 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties,  790, 
800. 

Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  829,  831. 
Equality  of  trade,  835. 

Consolidation  of  debts  of  states,  846. 
Governors  of  states,  869. 
iMode  of  amending  constitution,  884,  885. 
Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee  on  bill, 
912.  . 

Days  of  meeting,  m. ,  8. 

Divisions,  rw.,  10. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  46. 

In  Committee  : 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  332. 

Trade  and  intercourse,  345. 

Customs  duties,  347,  363. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  375,  376,  389. 
The  executive,  468. 

Amendment  of  constitution,  482. 

Officers  of  the  Convention,  w.,  939. 

Plebiscite,  m.,  902. 

President,  ?7i.,  3. 

Publication  of  proceedings  of  committees, 
ad;.,  512. 

Reports  of  committees,  adj.,  516. 

Roll  of  delegates,  1. 

Secretary,  77i.,  5. 

Shiels,  Mr.,  o5i.,  129. 


Munro,  Mr.  J.  (continued)  : 

Vice-President,  m.,  6. 

Votes  of  thanks,  938. 

Western  Australian  delegates,  n?.,  7. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry,  G.C.M.G.  : 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee  : 

Composition  of  senate,  598. 

Qualification  of  electors,  636. 

Duration  of  house  of  representatives,  649, 651. 
Legislative  powers  of  parliament :  Regula¬ 
tion  of  trade,  666. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  721. 

Reference  to  Queen  through  governor-general, 
853. 

Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee  on  bill,  908. 
Federal  constitution  resolutions,  23,  313. 

In  Committee: 

Customs  duties,  361. 

Constitution  of  parliament,  374. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  380,  445,  456, 
462,  463. 

Amendmentof  constitution,  478,479,  483,485. 
President.  o^»s.,  5. 

( Vide  also  President). 

Playford,  Mr.  T.  : 

Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  m.,  13. 
Adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  m.,  935. 
Appointment  of  committees,  ?n.,  502,  504. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee: 

Short  title,.  552. 

Governor-general,  appointment  of,  576. 
Composition  of  senate,  594. 

Qualification  of  electors,  6*23. 

Duration  of  house  of  representatives,  649, 652. 
Legislative  powers  of  parliament : 

Taxation,  &c.,  672. 

Munitions  of  war,  684. 

Riv'er  navigation,  690. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  733,  758. 

Supreme  Court  of  Australia,  784. 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  bounties,  794, 
Governors  of  states,  868. 

Members  of  commonwealth  parliament  not 
to  sit  instate  legislature,  878,  880. 

Mode  of  amending  constitution,  887,  891. 
Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee  on  bill,  921. 
Divisions,  m.,  10,  20. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  53. 

In  Committee: 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  328. 

Customs  duties,  347,  367. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  423. 

The  executive,  472. 

Amendment  of  constitution,  497. 

Notices  of  motion,  7?i.,  9. 

President,  ?«.,  4. 

Vice-President,  m.,  6. 

Votes  of  tlianks,  933, 

President,  The  (Sir  Henry  Pakkes,  G.C.  M.G.  ): 
Addresses,  obs.y  108,  264,  519,  905. 

Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  7?i.,  13. 
Colonial  defence,  obs. ,  350. 

Days  of  meeting,  ?n.,  9. 

Dissolution  of  the  Convention,  940. 

Election  of  President,  m,t  o. 

Judiciary,  obs.y  510,  511. 
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President,  The  fconiimied)  : 

Officers  of  the  Convention,  m, ,  940. 
Piihlicationof  proceedings  of  committees, 

512. 

Reports  of  committees,  ad}.,  516. 

Shiels,  Mr.,  obs.,  128. 

Telegram  from  the  Queen,  ohs.,  68. 

Votes  of  thanks,  w..  938. 

'Western  Austral  ian  delegates,  a«//.,  6 ;  obs.,  127. 

Rcssell,  Captain  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

Jn  Commdtee : 

Governor-general,  appointment  of,  567. 
Qualifications  of  senators,  609. 

Periodical  reapportionment  of  representa¬ 
tives,  638. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament : 

Taxation,  &c.,  672. 

Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  826. 
Governors  of  states,  877. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  64. 

In  Committee: 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  405. 

Amendment  of  constitution,  496. 

President,  m.,  5. 

Rutledge,  Mr.  A.  : 

Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  m.,  17. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill ; 

In  Committee: 

Constitution  and  laws  of  commonwealth 
binding,  559. 

Qualifications  of  senators,  607. 
Disqualifications,  656. 

Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee  on  bill, 
922.  , 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  143. 

In  Committee : 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  406. 

SniELS,  Mr.  'W.  : 

Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  m.,  17. 
Divisions,  m.,  20. 

Smith,  Colonel : 

Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  m.,  21. 
Appointment  of  committees,  m. ,  502. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee : 

Retirement  of  senators,  600. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament : 

Power  to  borrow,  679. 

Banking,  &c.,  684. 

Immigration,  689. 

Customs  and  excise  duties  and  ]x)untiea,  790. 
Free-trade  within  the  common^vealth,  802. 
Consolidation  of  debts  of  states,  840. 
Admission  of  existing  colonies,  883. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  130, 

In  Committee  : 

Customs  duties,  349. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  396. 

The  executive,  470. 

SuTTOR,  ^Ir.  W.  H.  : 

Adoption  of  federal  constitution,  m.,  033. 
Appointment  of  committees,  m.,  500. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee: 

Powers  of  the  senate,  737. 

Federal  Constitution  resolutions,  304. 


Thynne,  Mr.  A.  J.  ; 

Admission  of  the  press  and  public,  m.,  10. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill : 

In  Committee: 

Vacation  of  seats,  661. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament : 

Taxation,  &c.,  073,  677. 

Power  to  borrow,  683. 

Banking,  &c.,  685. 

Appropriation  of  money,  098,  699,  700,  701. 
Exclusive  powers  of  parliament,  702. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  722,  759. 

Ministers  in  parliament,  772. 

Appropriations  to  be  by  law,  788,  789. 
Apportionment  of  surplus  revenue,  832. 
Equality  of  trade,  835. 

Consolidation  of  debts  of  states,  849. 
Governors  of  sUvtes,  873. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  104. 

In  Committee: 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonics,  340. 

Customs  duties,  347,  365,  367. 

Amendment  of  money  bills,  401,  441. 

The  executive,  471. 

Creation  of  new  states,  477. 

Amendment  of  constitution,  482, 405, 497, 498. 
Quorum,  m.,  22. 

Reports  of  committees,  adj.,  513. 

'Wright,  Mr.  J.  A.  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

Jn  Committee  : 

Short  title,  554. 

Qualifications  of  senators,  610. 

Wrixon,  Mr.  H.  J.,  Q.C.  : 

Adoption  of  the  constitution,  m.,  931. 
Appointment  of  committees,  m.,  505,  509. 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  : 

Motion  to  consider  bill  in  Committee,  532, 534. 
In  Committee  : 

Governor-general,  appointment  of,  575. 
Privileges  of  houses,  586. 

Composition  of  senate,  588,  592. 

Retirement  of  senators,  601. 

Qualification  of  electors,  631. 

Duration  of  house  of  representatives,  645. 
Allowance  to  members,  653. 

Disqualifications,  655. 

Legislative  powers  of  parliament : 

Regulation  of  trade,  665. 

Munitions  of  war,  684. 

Exclusive  powers  of  parliament,  703. 
Origination  of  money  bills,  704. 

Powers  of  the  senate,  706,  759,  760. 

Ministers  in  parliament,  766,  774,  776. 
Immediate  control  of  departments,  778. 
Appeal  to  Queen-in-Council,  785. 

Ileierence  to  Queen  tlirough  governor-general, 
854. 

Federal  constitution  resolutions,  211. 

Ill  Committee : 

Powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of 
colonies,  337,  343. 

Customs  duties,  360. 

Constitution  of  parliament,  371,  376. 
Amendment  of  money  bills,  .381,  418,  461. 
The  executive,  467,  473. 

Amendment  of  constitution,  492,  496. 
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lloll  of  Delegates— President — Secretarj*— Standing  Orders, 
&c. — Vice-President — Adjournment :  Western  Australian 
Delegates.  _ 


The  delegates  met  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly  Chamber,  Sydney,  at  11  o’clock 
a.m. 

ROLL  OF  DELEGATEvS. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  At  the  Conference  held 
ill  Melbourne,  in  1890,  the  following 
resolutions  were  agreed  to  : — 

(1.)  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference, 
the  best  interests  and  the  present  and  future 
prosperity  of  the  Australian  colonies  will  be 
promoted  by  an  early  union  under  the  Crown  ; 
and,  while  fully  recognising  the  valuable  Services 
of  the  members  of  the  Convention  of  1883  in 
founding  the  Federal  Council,  it  declares  its 
opinion  that  the  seven  years  which  have  since 
elapsed  have  developed  the  national  life  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  in  population,  in  wealth,  in  the  discovery 
of  resources,  and  in  self-governing  capacity  to 
an  extent  which  justifies  the  higher  act,  at  all 
times  contemplated,  of  the  union  of  these 
colonies,  under  one  legislative  and  executive 
Ciovernment,  on  principles  just  to  the  several 
colonies. 

(2.)  That  to  the  union  of  the  Australian 
colonies  contemplated  by  the  foregoing  resolu¬ 
tion,  the  remoter  Australasian  colonies  shall  be 
entitled  to  admission  at  such  times  and  on  such 
conditions  as  may  be  hereafter  agreed  upon. 

(3.)  Tliat  tlie  members  of  the  Conference 
should  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to 
induce  the  legislatures  of  their  respective 
colonies  to  appoint,  during  the  present  year, 
delegates  to  a  National  Australasian  Convention, 
empowered  to  consider  and  report  upon  an 
adequate  scheme  for  a  federal  constitution. 

A 


(4.)  That  the  Convention  should  consist  of 
not  more  than  seven  members  from  each  of  the 
self-governing  colonies,  and  not  more  than  four 
members  from  each  of  the  Crown  colonies. 

(5.)  That  the  Premier  of  Victoria  be  requested 
to  act  as  convener  of  the  National  Australasian 
Convention  of  delegates  to  be  appointed  by  the 
several  legislatures  of  the  Australasian  colonies, 
and  to  arrange,  upon  consultation  with  the 
premiers  of  the  other  colonies,  the  time  and 
place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Convention. 

Pursuant  to  that  authority  I  had  the 
honor  to  communicate  with  the  premiers 
of  the  other  colonies,  and  fixed  the  place 
of  meeting  as  this  Legislative  Assembly, 
Sydney,  and  the  time  as  the  2nd  of  March, 
at  11  o’clock  a.ra.  Accordingly,  I  have 
issued  circulars  to  the  delegates  from  the 
several  colonies,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
they  have  received.  I  have  received  let¬ 
ters  from  the  prime  ministers  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  colonies,  informing  me  of  the  names 
of  the  delegates  appointed  for  each  colony, 
which  letters  I  now  lay  on  the  table, 
including  one  from  the  Governor  of  Fiji, 
announcing  that  that  colony  would  not 
be  represented  unless  instructions  to  that 
effect  were  received  from  her  Majesty’s 
Government.  I  have  had  a  parchment 
roll  prepared  in  alphabetical  onler  of  the 
different  colonies,  the  names  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  each  colony  to  occupy  a  page  in 
the  roll.  The  names  are  printed  on  one 
side,  and  each  delegate,  as  his  name  is 
called,  will  he  good  enough  to  sign  opposite 
his  naitie.  I  wisli  to  inform  the  delegates 
also,  that  in  addition  to  the  roll  that  is  to 


Roll  of  Delegates, 
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be  kept  as  a  record  of  the  proceedings,  I 
liave  taken  the  liberty  of  having  had 
printed  a  number  of  other  rolls,  so  that 
one  co])y  may  be  given  to  each  colony  as 
a  record  of  this  important  meeting.  I 
shall  only  request  the  delegates  to  sign 
one  copy  at  present ;  the  other  copies  may 
be  signed  at  their  pleasure.  I  shall  first 
read  over  the  names  of  the  delegates  for 
eacli  colony,  and  then  I  will  call  upon 
them  in  rotation  to  sign  the  roll.  I  have 
had  the  names  put  in  the  roll  in  the  order 
in  which  they  appear  in  the  resolutions  of 
the  various  parliaments  : — 

Xew  South  Wales, 

The  Honorable  Sir  Hexry  Parkes, 
G.C.M.G.,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  William  McMillan, 
M.P. 

The  Honorable  Joseph  Palmer  Abbott, 

M.P. 

George  Richard  Dibbs,  Esquire,  M.P. 
The  Honorable  William  Henry  Suttor, 
hLL.C. 

The  Honorable  Edmund  Barton,  Q.C., 
M.L.C. 

The  Honorable  Sir  Patrick  Alfred 
Jennings,  TLC.M.G.,  LL.D.,  M.L.C. 

Xew  Zealand, 

Sir  George  Grey,  K.C.B. 

Captain  William  Russell  Russell, 
M.H.R. 

The  Honorable  Sir  Harry  Albert 
Atkinson,  KC.M.G.,  M.L.C. 

Quee'nsland. 

The  Honorable  John  Murtagh  Macros- 
SAN,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  John  Donaldson,  M.P. 
The  Honorable  Sir  Samuel  Walker 
Griffith,  K.C.M.G.,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Sir  Thomas  McIlwraith, 
K.C.M.G.,  M.P. 

Tlie  Honorable  Arthur  Rutledge,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Andrew  Joseph  Thynne 
M.L.O. 

The  Honorable  Thomas  jVFacdonald- 
Paterson,  M.L.C. 

[d/r.  Munro, 


South  Australia, 

The  Honorable  Richard  Chaffey  Baker, 
C.M.G.,  M.L.C. 

The  Honorable  John  Hannah  Gordon, 
M.L.C, 

The  Honorable  Sir  John  Cox  Bray, 
K.aM.G.,  M.P, 

John  Alexander  Cockburn,  Esquire, 
M.D.,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Sir  John  William 
Downer,  K.C.M.G.,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Charles  Cameron  Kings¬ 
ton,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Thomas  Pl^vyford,  M.P. 

Tasmania. 

The  Honorable  William  Moore,  M.L.C. 

The  Honorable  Adye  DouGL.fVS,  M.L.C. 

The  Honorable  Andrew  Inglis  Clark, 
M.H.A. 

The  Honorable  William  Henry  Burgess, 
M.H.A. 

The  Honorable  Nicholas  John  Brown, 
M.H.A. 

The  Honomble  Bolton  Stafford  Bird, 
M.H.A. 

The  Honorable  Philip  Oakley  Fysii, 
M.LC. 

Victoria. 

The  Honorable  Alfred  Dkakin,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  James  MunrO,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Lieut. -Colonel  William 
Collard  Smith,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Henry  John  Wrixon, 
Q.C.,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Duncan  Gillies,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Henry  Outiibert,  M.L.C. 

The  Honorable  Nicholas  Fitzgerald, 
M.L.C. 

Western  Australia, 

The  Honorable  John  Forrest,  C.M.G., 
M.P. 

The  Honorable  William  Edward  Mar- 
MION,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  Sir  James  George  Lee- 
Steere,  Kt.,  M.P. 

The  Honorable  John  Arthur  AVrigiit, 
M.LC. 


Roll  of  Delegates. 
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Tlio  IIonoi*able  John  Wintiirop  Hac- 

KETT,  M.L.C. 

Alexander  Forrest,  Esquire,  M.P. 
AVilliam  Tiiouley  Loton,  Esquire,  M.P. 

The  delegates  present  then  signed  the 
roll. 

The  delegates  absent  were: — Sir  George 
Grey,  K.C.B.,  New  Zealand ;  tlie  Honor¬ 
able  Sir  Thomas  McTlwraith,  K.C.M.G., 
LL.D.,  M.P.,  Queensland;  the  Honorable 
Henry  John  Wrixon,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  Vic¬ 
toria;  and  the  delegates  representing  Wes¬ 
tern  Australia. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  find  that  the  absentees 
are  Sir  George  Grey,  K.C.B.,  the  Honor¬ 
able  Sir  Thomas  McTlwraith,  KLC.M.G., 
M.P.,  and  the  Honorable  H.  J.  Wrixon, 
Q.C.,  M.P.  In  this  connection  I  desire 
to  intimate  that  a  resolution  was  passed  by 
the  Parliament  of  Victoria — and  I  believe 
a  similar  one  has  been  passed  by  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  New  South  Wales — empo'wer- 
ing  the  Governor-in-Council  to  appoint  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  Council,  or  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly,  as  the  case  may 
be,  to  be  a  representative  of  the  colony 
at  the  Convention  should  a  vacancy  occur. 
The  resolution  to  which  I  refer  is  in  these 
terms  : — 

That  during  the  absence  of  any  representative 
of  this  colony  on  the  National  Convention  to  be 
hold  in  Sydney  in  March,  1S91,  or  in  the  event 
of  any  vacancy  by  death,  resignation,  or  other¬ 
wise  on  such  representation,  the  Governor,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council,  is  hereby 
cm].>owered  to  appoint  a  member  of  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  or  the  Legislative  Assembly,  as 
the  case  may  be,  to  act  as  representative  of  this 
colony  on  such  Convention,  or  to  fill  such 
vacancy. 

In  the  absence  of  tlie  Honorable  H.  J. 
AVrixon,  one  of  the  representatives  of 
A^ictoria,  the  Honorable  W.  Shiels, 
Attorney-General,  has  received  a  commis¬ 
sion  under  the  seal  of  the  colony,  issued 
by  the  Governor,  authorising  him  to  take 
a  seat  in  the  Couvention  during  the  absence 


of  any  member.  I  \vas  requested  to  bring 
this  matter  before  the  Convention,  as  tho 
Honorable  H.  J.  AVrixon  is  now  absent. 

The  Honorable  AA^.  Shiels  entered  the 
Chamber  subsequently,  and  subscribed  the 
roll  on  behalf  of  the  Honorable  H.  J. 
AA^rixon. 

PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  MUNPtO  rose  to  move  : 

That  the  Honorable  Sir  Henry  Parkes, 
G.C.AI.G.,  Premier  of  New  South  Wales,  do 
take  the  chair  as  President  of  tliis  National 
Australian  Federation  Convention. 

He  said :  I  think  this  is  a  fitting  honor  to 
confer  upon  the  author  of  the  movement 
on  the  paiii  of  these  Australian  colonies, 
which  resulted  in  the  Conference  held  in 
Melbourne  last  year.  Tlie  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the 
subject  of  federation  for  a  great  number 
of  years,  and  we,  moreover,  meet  in  tlie 
colony  of  which  he  has  the  honor  to  be 
the  Premier.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the 
position  of  President  he  will  aid  us  with 
his  counsel  and  advice,  and  that  his  occu¬ 
pancy  of  the  chair  will  reflect  credit  upon 
our  proceedings.  Under  these  cii*cum- 
stances  I  do  not  think  we  can  do  better 
tlian  elect  him  to  the  position.  Of  coui’se 
it  is  distinctly  understood  that  as  Presi¬ 
dent  of  this  Convention  he  will  occupy  a 
position  different  from  that  of  the  Speaker 
of  a  legislative  assembly  or  the  President 
of  a  legislative  council ;  that  he  will  be  at 
liberty  to  take  part  in  our  debates  as  he 
may  think  proper,  and  that  he  will  also  be 
free  to  vote.  These  matters,  how’ever,  Tvill, 
I  have  no  doubt,  be  dealt  with  in  our  stand¬ 
ing  orders,  which,  I  believe,  will  be  passed 
at  a  subsequent  sitting  of  the  Convention. 

Sir  SAAIUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  rising  to  second  the  mo¬ 
tion  made  by  Mr.  Munro.  If  the  cireuin- 
stances  were  altogether  equal,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  Sir  Henry  Parkes  would  bo 
designated,  in  accordance  with  universal 
custom,  as  well  as  official  courtesy,  as  the 
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jn'opor  person  to  preside  over  this  Con¬ 
vention,  seeing  that  it  is  held  in  New  South 
Wales,  of  which  colony  he  is  the  Prime 
jMinister.  But  the  circumstances  are  not 
equal.  No  gentleman  here,  I  think,  will  feel 
himself  dispamgeil  when  I  I'emind  the  Con¬ 
vention  that  Sir  Henry  Parkes  is,  in  point 
of  years  and  experience,  more  eminently 
qualified  than  any  of  us  for  the  position. 
He  has  had,  I  believe,  a  larger  official 
experience  than  has  any  other  man  in 
Australia  ;  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  longer 
than  any  other  man  in  the  colony  ;  and 
he  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  subject 
of  federation  for  many  years.  He  is  the 
immediate  author  of  the  present  movement. 
All  possible  argument  conduces  to  show 
tliat  he  is  the  proper  person  to  fill  the 
chair  of  this  Convention.  I  am  sure,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  would  hesi¬ 
tate  to  accept  the  position  if  he  were  de¬ 
barred  from  speaking,  and  that  we,  also, 
should  hesitate  to  place  him  in  the  chair  if 
that  step  were  to  have  the  effect  of  closing 
his  mouth.  This  being  understood,  we  shall 
be  glad  to  look  to  him  for  advice  and  assist¬ 
ance,  and  to  see  him  adorning  the  chair. 

Mr.  PLAYFOBD  :  I  am  glad  to  sup¬ 
port  the  proposal  that  Sir  Henry  Parkes 
do  take  the  chair  on  the  present  occasion ; 
but  I  trust  that  his  election  to  that  posi¬ 
tion  vdll  in  no  way  prevent  him  from 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  discus.sions 
that  will  follow,  and  that  it  will  not  pre¬ 
vent  him  from  moving  resolutions,  becau.se 
we  are  looking  forward  to  his  initiating 
the  proceedings,  and  bringing  before  us 
certain  proposals.  The  hon.  gentleman 
was  the  originator  of  the  Conference 
that  was  held  in  Melbourne  la.st  year,  and 
I  am  certain  that  we  delegates,  represent¬ 
ing  the  various  Australian  colonies,  look 
to  him  to  bring  before  us  resolutions  for 
our  discussion.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman's  occupancy  of  the  chair 
will  not  prevent  him  from  taking  that  active 
Samuel  Griffith, 


part  in  the  proceedings  which  wc  have  all 
anticipated.  I  agree  with  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith  that  there  is  no  gentleman  in  the 
Australian  colonies  more  deserving  of  the 
honor  of  occupying  the  position  of  Presi¬ 
dent  on  this  important  occasion.  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  supporting  the  proposal. 

Mr.  FYSH  :  I  desire,  on  the  part  of 
Tasmania,  to  congi-atulate  Sir  Henry 
Parkes  upon  the  arrival  of  to-day,  and 
trust  that  he  will  be  unanimously  chosen 
President  of  tins  great  Convention,  and 
that  to  the  very  many  important  acts  of 
his  life  there  wdll  be  added  that  wdiich,  I 
believe,  will  prove  to  be  the  most  import¬ 
ant  arising  out  of  duties  devolving  upon 
him  at  this  Convention.  I  trust  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  will  be  preserved  in  ex¬ 
ceedingly  good  health,  and  that  all  the 
faculties  of  which  he  is  possessed  will  be 
exerted  in  the  course  of  this  Convention 
with  the  hon.  gentleman's  accustomed 
energy  and  vivacity ;  and  that  we  shall 
have  in  him,  as  our  President,  that  which 
w^e  fully  expect — an  able  mind  for  the 
conduct  of  these  important  proceedings. 
I  congratulate  the  hon.  gentleman  upon 
his  acce.ssion  to  the  chair,  and  have  great 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  In  vie^v  of  the  unanimous 
expression  of  opinion  from  the  premiers 
of  the  neighbouring  colonies  that  Sir 
Heniy  Parkes  should  take  the  chair  of 
this  Convention,  I,  as  one  of  the  delegates 
of  New  South  Wales,  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  the  pleasure  we  feel  in  finding 
that  unanimity  to  prevail  ;  and  our  pride 
in  the  fact  of  our  Premier  being  invited  to 
fill  so  high  a  position.  We  look  to  Sir 
Henry  Parkes  as,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
architect  of  the  structure  w^e  are  about  to 
build,  and  we,  like  other  gentlemen  pre¬ 
sent,  look  to  our  Premier  for  advice  and 
explanation,  and  hope  that  he  will  in  due 
time  place  before  us  such  a  programme  as 
will  enable  us  to  proceed  with  the  great 
w'ork  before  us.  I  can  assure  hon.  gentle- 
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men  that  wc  appreciate  the  compliment 
paid  to  the  colony  through  our  Premier, 
and,  personally,  1  have  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  proposition  whicli  has  been 
made. 

Captain  RUSSELL  :  Perhaps,  as  a 
representative  of  the  most  remote  of  the 
Australasian  colonies,  I  may  be  permitted 
in  the  name  of  New  Zealand  to  say  with 
what  pleasure  I  have  heard  Sir  Henry 
Parkes  proposed  as  chairman  of  this  great 
Convention.  It  has  been  said  that  there 
is  no  man  more  suitable  than  is  Sir  Henry 
Parkes  for  the  position  to  which  I  hope 
we  shall  shortly  unanimously  elect  him  ; 
but  I  go  further,  and  say  that  there  is  no 
man  one-half  so  suitable.  Whether  we 
view  him  as  Prime  Minister  of  the  mother 
colony  of  Australia,  or  in  his  private 
capacity  as  the  most  venerable  member  of 
this  Convention,  or  whether,  on  the  other 
hand,  one  reflects  that  his  experience  in 
political  life  is  perhaps  greater  than  that 
of  many  of  us  put  together,  we  must  all 
agree  that  there  is  no  man  so  fitted  for  the 
position.  This  is  the  mother  colony  of 
Australia,  and  from  the  great  figure  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  more  remote  colonies  of 
Australasia  in  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  we  are, 
perhaps,  able  to  judge  him  more  dispas¬ 
sionately  than  are  the  Australian  colonies 
proper.  I  feel  that,  having  regard  to 
the  position  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
has  occupied  in  Australia,  he  wdll  fittingly 
crown  this,  the  summit  of  his  life,  in 
becoming  the  President  of  a  convention 
which  must  be  celebrated  in  the  'world’s 
history  for  all  time  to  come.  I  have 
pleasure,  on  behalf  of  New  Zealand,  in 
saying  that  we  look  forward  with  pleasure 
to  the  lion,  gentleman  occupying  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  President  of  this  Convention. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  President  elect,  being  conducted 
to  the  chair  by  the  Honorable  J ames  Munro 
and  the  Honorable  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  said: 


Mr.  Munro,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  and  hon. 
gentlemen,  I  could  not  under  any  circum¬ 
stances  do  other  than  yield  to  your  unani¬ 
mous  choice.  I  am  very  conscious  indeed 
of  my  many  disqualifications  for  the  office 
of  President.  It  is  hardly  in  my  nature  to 
observe  that  studied  decorum  which  is  so 
shining  a  quality  in  the  Chair.  I  have 
not  been  fitted  for  that  situation  in  life. 
I  therefore  feel  how  great  the  honor  is  to 
be  placed  in  that  position  on  this  great 
occasion  and  by  this  great  body.  I  shall 
trust  to  that  generous  unanimity  which 
has  prevailed  in  carrying  this  motion  to 
support  me  in  discharging  in  the  Chair 
duties  wffiich  may  become  onerous,  and  I 
am  cj[uite  sure  I  shall  not  trust  in  vain.  I 
am  certain  the  feeling  which  has  been 
exercised  in  placing  me  here  will  be  fur¬ 
ther  exercised,  if  need  be,  to  pardon  my 
inefficiency,  and  that  it  will  give  me  all 
the  moral  .support  that  can  be  sho\vn  to 
the  high  position  I  am  called  to  occupy. 
Having  said  this  much,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  give  this  assurance,  that  so  far  as 
I  know  myself,  I  wffil  command  myself  to 
do  the  duties  of  this  Chair  so  that  there  shall 
be  no  cause  of  complaint.  I  '^vill  tiy  to 
so  conduct  the  business  a's  to  ofiend  none, 
and,  if  possible,  secure  the  good  opinion 
which  appears  to  have  been  formed  to¬ 
day.  I  thank  hon.  gentlemen  for  the  gi'eat 
distinction  you  have  conferred  upon  me, 
and  I  trust  none  of  you  will  sec  cause  to 
regret  the  vote  you  have  given. 

SECRETARY. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  think  the  motion  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  submit  will  con¬ 
clude  my  business  at  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings.  I  have  the  honor  to  move : 

That  Frederick  William  Webb,  Esq.,  be 
appointed  Secretary  to  the  Convention. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  second 
the  motion. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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STANDING  ORDERS,  kc, 

Mr.  McMillan  *.  it  will  be  necessary, 
for  the  orderly  conduct  of  business  during 
the  sittings  of  the  Convention,  to  give 
notice  of  certain  formal  motions  for 
to-morrow.  That  I  now  do. 

VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  Sir  Samuel  Walker  Griffith,  K.C.M.G,, 
be  appointed  Vice-President  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  FYSH  ;  I  have  exceeding  pleasure 
in  seconding  the  proposal  of  IMr.  Playford, 
in  recognition  of  the  services  I  am  pleased 
to  know  will  already  be  recognised  as 
having  been  rendered  to  the  cause  of 
federation  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  in  con¬ 
nection  with  his  Vice-Presidency  of  the 
Federal  Council.  I  am  pleased  to  witness 
his  accession  to  a  similar  position  in  con¬ 
junction  with  yourself,  sir,  or  when,  on 
any  special  occasion  you  may  not  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  tlie  chair.  I  am  glad  that 
there  is  a  prospect  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
being  called  to  the  Yice-Presidency  of 
this  Convention  as  a  fitting  recognition  of 
the  work  which  he  has  already  done  in  the 
cause  of  federation,  and  as  a  recognition 
of  the  work  which  we  feel  him  to  be  well 
able  ta  do  in  connection  with  the  import¬ 
ant  duty  upon  which  we  are  now  engaged. 

Mr.  MUNRO:  I  have  great  pleasure 
in  supjK)rting  the  motion.  It  is  necessary 
that  we  should  have  a  Vice-President  to 
assist  the  President,  and  to  act  on  occa¬ 
sions  on  which  the  President  may  find  it 
inconvenient  to  attend  the  Convention. 
I  have  already  had  some  experience  of  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith  as  President  on  other 
occasions,  and  he  then  discharged  his  duties 
in  so  admirable  a  manner  that  I  shall  be 
glad  to  see  him  occupying  the  chair  in  the 
unavoidable  absence  of  the  President. 

Question  re.solved  in  the  affirmative. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  was  not 
aware  until  a  minute  or  two  ago  that  it  was 


propose<l  to  confer  this  honor  upon  me. 

I  am  deeply  grateful  to  the  lion,  gentlemen 
who  have  propo.sed  to  appoint  mo  Vice- 
President  of  the  Convention,  and  to  those 
who  supported  the  proposal  to  do  me  this 
great  honor.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  re¬ 
lievo  you,  sir,  when  you  are  unable  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  chair  ;  but  I  hope  that,  for  the 
greater  part  at  least  of  the  sittings  of  the 
Convention,  you  will  be  able  to  occupy  it. 
I  should  certainly  hesitate  to  occupy  it 
myself,  even  in  your  absence,  if  I  Tvere 
debarred  from  taking  part  in  tlie  delibera¬ 
tions  of  the  Convention.  Tliere  is  much 
work  to  be  done,  and  although  I  hope 
there  may  be  no  occasion  for  long  speeches, 
there  will  be  times  when  many  of  us  will 
think  it  necessary  to  say  something.  I 
thank  lion,  gentlemen  again  for  the  honor 
they  have  done  me. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

WESTERX  AUSTRALL4N  DELEGATES. 

Mr.  McMillan  rose  to  move  : 

Tliat  the  Convention  do  now  adjourn  until 
half -past  2  o’clock  to-morrow. 

He  said  :  There  seems  to  be  a  general  de¬ 
sire  that  there  should  be  no  sitting  to- 

o 

morrow  morning,  and  that  business  of 
wliich  notice  has  been  given  this  morning 
should  be  disposed  of  to-morrow  afternoon. 
The  probability  is  that  little  other  busi¬ 
ness  will  be  done  to-morrow.  In  makinsr 
this  motion,  I  am,  I  presume,  acting 
in  a  way  that  will  be  acceptable  to  hon. 
gentlemen  of  this  Convention.  If  any 
other  suggestion  can  be  made  I  shall  be 
quite  willing  to  fall  in  with  it  if  a  majority 
desire  ;  but  I  have  consulted  with  a  few 
members  of  the  Convention,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  opinion,  I  understand,  is  that  we  ought 
to  adjourn  until  half-past  2  o’clock  to¬ 
morrow. 

The  President  :  I  tliink,  before  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  so  much  importance  as  that  is 
put,  I  might  intimate  what  I  deem  is 
the  general  wish  of  hon.  gentlemen — • 
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tlmt  to-morrow  morning  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  an  informal  meeting  of  dele¬ 
gates  to  compare  views  and  to  enter  into 
conversation  before  the  serious  business  of 
the  Convention  really  begins.  I  think 
gentlemen  will  see  the  advantage  of  tliat 
from  every  point  of  view,  I  believe  tliat  is 
the  intention,  and  I  imagine  that  after  we 
have  adjourned  now,  I  shall  be  authorised 
to  arrange  a  meeting  of  that  kind  before 
the  Convention  enters  upon  the  real  busi¬ 
ness  it  has  to  undertake.  I  think  it  is 
right  to  give  that  intimation,  in  case  any 
gentlemen  should  feel  disposed  to  dissent 
from  it. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Before  the  motion  is  put, 
1  should  like  to  say  a  few  Avords  as  to  the 
position  in  which  we  find  ourselves.  The 
Western  Australian  delegates,  through  the 
force  of  inevitable  circumstances,  not  being 
present,  I  venture  to  suggest  that  no  actual 
business  be  transacted  by  this  Convention 
before  they  have  an  opportunity  to  be 
present.  We  might  proceed  with  the 
preliminary  business,  such  as  the  formal 
motions  of  which  notice  has  been  given 
by  Mr.  McMillan,  and  the  Pre.sident  might 
deliver  his  inaugural  address;  but  weshould 
extend  the  utmost  courtesy  to  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Western  Australia  to  enable 
them  to  be  here  before  any  actual  business 
results  are  arrived  at.  I  believe  these 
gentlemen  can  arrive  by  Friday  morning. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Saturday  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Well,  even  if  they  cannot 
arrive  until  Saturday,  I  think  business 
should  be  postponed,  or  we  shall  be  placed 
in  a  very  awkward  position,  because  we 
should  either  have  to  go  back  upon  our 
procedure,  or  invite  the  representatives  of 
Western  Australia  to  join  in  what  has 
been  done.  The  President’s  address  will, 
I  presume,  foreshadow  what  should  be 
done,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  should 
be  done.  The  whole  programme,  in  fact, 
will  be  submitted  to  us,  and  probably  there 


will  be  considerable  discussion  ;  but  I  think 
any  definite  determination  should  be  defer¬ 
red  until  our  absent  friends  can  be  pre.sent, 
especially  when  we  consider  that  Western 
Australia  has  but  just  become  pos.sessed  of 
responsible  government.  I  ask  hon.  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  give  some  consideration  to  this 
que.stion,  so  that  when  we  meet  to-morrow 
it  may  be  determined  whether  we  proceed 
to  business  in  the  absence  of  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  Western  Australia,  orwdietherwe 
shall  afford  them  time  to  be  present. 

Mr.  MUNRO:  I  might  be  allowed  to 
ofier  a  w'ord  of  explanation.  As  the  con¬ 
vener  I  was  in  communication  with  all 
the  colonies,  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
different  colonies  I  postponed  the  holding 
of  the  first  meeting  until  the  2nd  March, 
to  meet  bhe  wishes  particularly  of  the 
representatives  of  Western  Australia. 
All  the  other  colonies  wanted  to  have  the 
meeting  very  much  earlier.  Then  w'hen 
it  came  to  within  a  week  of  the  time  for 
the  meeting  I  received  a  telegram  from 
the  Premier  of  Western  Australia,  asking 
that  the  Convention  should  be  postponed 
for  a  fortnight  to  enable  them  to  get  their 
business  through  and  be  present.  I  then 
put  myself  in  communication  with  the 
premiers  of  the  other  colonies,  including 
New  Zealand,  and  found  that  it  was  the 
almost  unanimous  wish  of  the  delegates 
that  no  postponement  should  take  place. 
I  then  communicated  with  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  Western  Australia,  informing 
them  that  it  was  impossible  to  postpone 
the  meeting  of  the  Convention.  I  venture 
to  suggest  to  Mr.  Dibbs  that  we  are  here 
as  delegates  from  the  various  colonies 
at  a  considerable  amount  of  inconvenience 
to  oui'selves  and  the  governments  we 
represent.  And  wdiilst  I  am  exceedingly 
anxious  that  every  courtesy  should  be 
shown  to  the  representatives  of  Western 
Australia,  I  do  not  think  it  wise,  after  we 
liave  deliberated  over  the  matter  and  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  meet  on  the  2nd 
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March,  to  postpone  the  transaction  of 
business  for  another  week  ;  I  am  afraid 
we  could  not  affbixl  to  do  it.  I  am  willing 
that  we  should  not  pass  any  serious  resolu¬ 
tions  until  tlie  delegates  from  Western 
Austi-alia  arrive  ;  I  believe  they  will  be 
here  on  Friday  or  Saturday.  If  we  were 
to  postpone  our  business  until  their  arrival 
we  should  be  departing  from  the  under¬ 
standing  arrived  at  that  we  should  be 
here  on  the  2nd  March,  and  proceed  with 
business  as  early  as  possible.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  week  will  be  taken  up  with 
the  consideration  of  preliminary  matters. 
I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  formally  post¬ 
pone  the  business  on  account  of  the 
Western  Australian  delegates  not  being 
here,  because  of  the  absolute  necessity  of 
our  proceeding  with  as  much  expedition 
as  possible. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  venture  to  suggest 
with  regard  to  one  difficulty  that  if  we  do 
anything  to  which  the  Western  Australian 
delegates  object,  we  can  easily  reconsider 
the  matter  when  they  andve.  In  the 
meantime  we  may  do  a  great  many  things 
to  which  they  will  not  object. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Convention  adjourned  at  12 ’4  p.m. 


TUESDAY,  3  MARCH,  1891. 


ilotions  by  Concurrence— Da3'8  of  Meeting— Minutes  of 
Proceedings  — Notices  of  Motion  — Rules  of  Debate 
— Rules  of  Debate  in  Committee— Official  Record 
of  Debates— 'Divisions— Admission  of  the  Press  and 
Public. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  half¬ 
past  2  o’clock  p.m. 

MOTIONS  BY  CONCURRENCE. 

Mr.  McMillan  ;  I  have  to  move  a 
series  of  resolutions,  most  of  which  are 
formal,  and  I  intend  to  add  one  at  the 
end  with  regard  to  the  quorum,  and  then 
[Mr.  Munro. 


one  in  reference  to  the  question,  whicli 
will  have  to  be  determined  by  tlie  dele¬ 
gates,  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  I 
understand  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion  with  regard  to  tins  latter  point, 
but  probably  that  motion  and  the  one 
with  regard  to  the  quorum  can  be  taken 
with  concurrence,  without  the  ordinary 
notice. 

DAYS  OF  MEETING. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  McMillan)  proposed : 

That,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  the  Conven¬ 
tion  shall  meet  daily  (Sundays  excepted)  at  11 
o’clock  a.ra.  punctually. 

Mr.  ABBOTT :  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  it  is  intended  that  the  Conven¬ 
tion  shall  sit  on  Saturdays,  and  if  so, 
whether  for  the  wffiole  or  half  of  the  day  ? 
So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  am 
quite  willing  to  make  my  time  suit  the 
time  of  the  delegates  from  the  other 
colonies - 

^Ir.  Dibbs  :  And  sit  even  on  Sundays ! 

Mr.  ABBOTT :  Yes,  and  sit  even  on 
Sundays,  if  it  would  suit  those  gentle¬ 
men.  But  perhaps  they  themselves  would 
not  care  about  assembling  here  on  Satur¬ 
days.  I  should  like  to  hear  some  expres¬ 
sion  of  opinion  from  the  delegates  from 
the  other  colonies. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  In  the  event  of  the 
Convention  not  wishing  to  sit  on  Satur¬ 
day  on  any  occasion,  they  can  easily  carry 
out  their  intention  by  passing  a  resolution 
of  wffiich  notice  may  be  given  the  day  be¬ 
fore.  I  tliink  it  would  be  as  well  to  carry 
the  motion  as  it  stands,  because  it  will 
enable  us  to  meet  on  Saturday  if  we  think 
proper  to  do  so,  it  being  understood  that 
we  do  meet  on  Saturday  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

Sir  J OHN  DOWNER  :  I  take  the  same 
view  as  the  last  speaker ,  but  I  think  it 
should  not  be  necessary  to  give  notice  of 
motion  in  the  event  of  our  considering  it 
inexpedient  to  sit  on  Saturday.  There 
would  he  nothing  inconsistent  with  the 
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motion  as  submitted  if  a  member  were 
allowed  to  move  on  Friday  that  we  ad¬ 
journ  until  Monday. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GEIFFITH  :  Asa  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Convention  wdio  has  a  good  deal 
of  work  to  do  besides  that  connected  with 
the  Convention,  I  venture  to  express  a 
hope  that  wo  shall  not  sit  on  Saturdays, 
because  1  am  certain  that  in  my  case  one 
day  in  the  week  will  be  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  to  enable  me  to  get  through  other  work 
that  must  be  done.  I  do  not  offer  any 
objection  to  the  resolution  being  passed  in 
its  present  form ;  but  I  hope  the  Conven¬ 
tion  will  not  insist  upon  sitting  on  Satur¬ 
days. 

The  President  :  I  would  sugge.st  that 
perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  amend  the 
motion  by  inserting  the  words  “Saturdays 
and  ”  before  the  word  “  Sundays.^' 

Mr.  [McMillan:  I  accept  the  suggestion 
of  the  President. 

Motion  so  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

MINUTES  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 

Ilesolved  (on  motion  by  ]Mr.  McMillan)  .* 

That  the  secretary  to  the  Convention  shall 
take  minutes  of  each  day’s  proceedings,  which 
shall  be  printed  and  circulated  amongst  the 
delegates  ;  that  such  official  record  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  be  signed  by  the  President  and  secre¬ 
tary  ;  and  that  the  secretary  be  authorised  to 
make  such  record  jniblic,  together  with  notices 
of  motions  to  be  submitted  to  the  Convention. 

NOTICES  OF  MOTION. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  McMillan)  proposed  : 

That  previous  notice,  in  writing,  shall  be 
given  at  a  sitting  of  the  Convention  of  all  mo¬ 
tions  to  be  submitted  by  the  delegates,  and  that 
all  notices  of  motions  shall  be  printed  and  circu¬ 
lated  daily  amongst  the  delegates. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  Of  course  we  are  to 
understand  that  this  will  not  prevent  a  dele¬ 
gate  from  moving  a  motion  without  notice 
with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  members  1 

Mr,  McMillan  :  No  ;  a  motion  can  be 
made  with  concurrence  ! 


Sir  JOHN  BPtAY  :  I  would  suggest  to 
the  mover  that  it  w'ould  be  desirable  to  in¬ 
sert  the  words  “unless otherwise  ordered,’’ 
because  an  occasion  may  arise  wdien  it  may 
be  desirable  to  move  a  motion  without 
notice,  and  if  this  resolution  were  literally 
interpreted,  that  would  be  impossible,  I 
beg  to  move  as  an  amendment : 

That  after  the  word  “That”  the  w’ords 
“  unless  otherwise  ordered”  be  inserted. 

Mr.  AD  YE  DOUGLAS  :  What  is  the 
object  of  the  amendment  ?  These  are 
merely  sessional  orders  subject  to  the 
rules  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  surplusage  to  put  in 
the  words  “  unless  otherwise  ordered,”  be¬ 
cause  the  Convention  can  always  order  it, 
and  the  insertion  of  the  words  would  be 
an  absurdity.  The  motion,  as  it  stands, 
is  perfectly  regular,  and  is  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  Parliament.  The  pro¬ 
posed  amendment  will  not  be  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  rules  of  Parliament,  and  it 
is  quite  unnecessary. 

Amendment  agreed  to ;  motion,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

RULES  OF  DEBATE. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  McMillan)  proposed  : 

That  in  the  debates  of  the  Convention,  the 
ordinary  rules  of  the  House  of  Commons  be  ob¬ 
served  ;  but  that  the  President  or  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  as  the  case  may  be,  have  the  same  right 
as  any  other  delegate  to  take  part  in  the  discus¬ 
sion  of  any  question. 

Sir  JOHN  DOW^NER  :  I  think  this 

motion  will  require  a  little  amendment.  'W  e 
understand  that  the  President  is  to  move  a 
motion  in  the  Convention  to-morrow,  and  if 
the  resolution  is  carried  in  its  present  form 
it  may  raise  some  question  as  to  whether 
such  a  proceeding  will  be  strictly  in  order. 
I  therefore  beg  to  move,  as  an  amendment : 

That  the  words,  “to  make  any  motion  and” 
be  inserted  after  the  word  “delegate,”  line  5. 

Amendment  agreed  to ;  motion,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 
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RULES  OF  DEBATE  IN  COMMITTEE. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  McMillan)  proposed  : 
That  in  Committee  tlie  rules  of  debate  ob¬ 
served  in  Committees  of  the  Whole  in  Farlia- 
inent  be  adopted  by  the  Convention  ;  but  that 
the  President  or  Vice-President,  as  the  case  may 
be,  have  tlie  same  right  as  any  other  delegate 
to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  any  question. 

Sir  John  Downer  :  I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  insert  the  same  words  in  this 
motion  also. 

Mr.  McMillan:  T accept  the  suggestion. 
Motion  so  amended  and  agreed  to. 

OFFICIAL  RECORD  OF  DEBATES. 
Resolved  (on  motion  by  Mr.  McMillan)  .• 
That  an  official  record  of  the  deljates  in  the 
Convention  Idc  made  by  the  Parliamentary'^  Re¬ 
porting  Staff  of  this  colony. 

DIVISIONS. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  McMillan)  proposed  : 
That  in  any  divisions  taken  in  the  Convention 
the  President  or  Vice-President,  as  the  case 
may  be,  have  the  right  to  vote,  and  in  case  of  an 
equality  of  votes  exercise  a  second  or  casting 
vote  ;  and  that  the  names  of  the  delegates  be 
printed  in  alphabetical  order,  ^vithout  reference 
to  the  colonies  which  they  represent. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  think  that  in  this 
case  we  are  altogether  departing  from  the 
usual  parliamentary  practice,  which  is 
certainly  not  to  give  the  President  or  the 
Speaker  a  deliberative  as  well  as  a  casting 
Tote.  My  own  idea  is  that  if  the  votes 
are  so  equal  as  to  call  for  the  casting  vote 
of  the  President  the  question  slioiild 
pass  in  the  negative.  I,  therefore,  ask  the 
mover  to  strike  out  all  reference  to  the 
President  or  Vice-President  having  a  de¬ 
liberative  as  well  as  a  casting  vote.  In 
order  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Convention 
on  the  subject  I  shall  move  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  : 

Tliatthe  following wordshe struck  out: — ‘‘and 
in  case  of  an  equality  of  votes  exercise  a  second 
or  casting  vote.” 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  am  afraid  the  pro¬ 
posed  amendment  would  not  carry  out  the 
object  desired  by  the  hon.  member.  If  he 


were  to  propose  that  “  in  tlie  case  of  an 
equality  of  votes  the  question  shall  pass  in 
the  negative”  I  could  understand  the 
position;  but  otherwise  no  provision  will 
bo  made  for  wliat  is  to  happen  in  the 
event  of  an  equality  of  votes.  If  the 
words  ‘‘exercise  a  second  or  casting  vote” 
were  struck  out,  and  the  words  “  the 
question  shall  pass  in  the  negative”  in¬ 
serted,  that  I  think  would  answer  the 
purpose. 

Mr.  MOORE  :  I  scarcely  think  there  is 
any  necessity  at  all  for  the  resolution. 
The  rules  of  the  House  of  Commons  will 
provide  for  the  case,  and  we  might  very 
well  do  without  the  resolution  altogether. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  The  effect  of  tlie  rules 
of  the  House  of  Commons  will  not  be  as 
the  last  speaker  supposes,  but  it  will  be 
to  give  the  President  simply  a  casting 
vote,  and  take  away  from  him  altogether 
a  deliberative  vote ;  and  that  certainly  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  Convention.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  accident — if  I  may  so  put  it 
— of  Sir  Henry  Parkes  or  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith  being  in  the  chair  on  any  occa¬ 
sion,  it  is  not  intended  to  take  away  their 
deliberative  vote.  And  would  it  not  be 
desirable  to  avoid  what  would  happen  in 
case  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  !Munro,  were  adopted — that  is  to  say, 
that  in  case  of  an  equality  of  votes  the 
question  should  pass  in  the  negative  1 
There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  pass  in 
the  negative  any  more  than  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive.  What  reason  is  there  7 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Because  the 
question  will  not  be  carried  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  But  it  will  be  carried 
by  a  majority  if  the  casting  vote  is  exer¬ 
cised.  I  would  suggest  that  the  casting 
vote  should  he  exercised,  and  the  better 
provision  would  be  to  say  that  it  should 
be  exercised  on  the  same  principle  on 
which  it  is  exercised  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly — that  is,  not  in 
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a  partisan  Wcay,  ljut  on  certain  principles, 
the  chief  one  of  which  is  tlie  allowance  of 
opportunity  for  further  discussion,  which 
is  exactly  what  is  wanted  in  this  case. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  It  seems 
to  me  that  liaving  conceded  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  the  right  to  initiate  a  motion  and  to 
speak  upon  it,  this  necessarily  involves  the 
assumption  that  he  will  be  able  to  give  an 
original  vote  upon  the  motion.  But  I  en¬ 
tirely  concur  with  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Playford,  that  the  President  ought  not  to 
have  two  votes.  In  fact,  I  think  that  a  ques¬ 
tion  carried  in  the  Convention  by  a  casting 
vote  is  practically  not  carried  at  all.  If 
we  have  not  a  larger  majority  on  any 
question  in  this  Convention  than  the  cast¬ 
ing  vote  of  the  Chair,  we  may  consider 
that  it  is  practically  negatived,  'whatever 
appears  on  our  records.  I  do  not  think 
myself  it  makes  much  difference  in  'what 
form  this  resolution  is  w’orded,  because 
our  conclusions  must  be  arrived  at  with 
practical  unanimity.  Still  there  are  minor 
matters  in  which  no  doubt  every  delegate 
would  be  willing  that  his  own  judgment 
should  bow  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority. 
Whether  liis  colony  would  follow  him  in 
that  is  another  matter  to  be  considered 
afterwards.  But  tliis  resolution  also  raises 
the  question  w’hether  the  voting  in  this 
Convention  shall  be  by  individuals  or  by 
colonies  ]  There  is,  again,  a  difference  of 
opinion  on  that  point,  if  not  in  the  Con¬ 
vention,  at  any  rate  outside  of  it.  I  do 
not  propose  to  discuss  the  matter  at  any 
length  ;  but  considering  that  'v\"e  are  to  a 
certain  extent  a  constitutional  convention, 
met  here  to  deliberate  and  to  devise  the 
best  things  to  be  done,  and  that  we  shall 
have  to  deal  with  a  great  number  of  de¬ 
tails,  I  am  disposed  to  think  the  better  plan 
would  be  that  evidently  intended  by  the 
proposer  of  the  resolution — that  w’c  should 
give  our  votes  individually.  I  would  ask 
the  delegate  from  South  Australia,  Mr. 
Playford,  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  tlie 


lion,  member,  Mr.  Munro,  and  so  frame 
his  amendment  that,  in  case  of  an  equality 
of  votes,  the  question  shall  pass  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Playford:  I  am  quite  willing  to  do 
so ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  We  have  already  passed 
a  resolution  which  sets  out  that  w'e  are  to 
be  guided  by  the  practice  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  A  resolution  such  as  that  pro¬ 
posed  'would  certainly  alter  that  determin¬ 
ation  at  which  we  have  already  arrived.  It 
would  be  inconsistent.  The  practice  of  the 
House  of  Commons  is  well  known.  That 
body  does  not  invest  its  speaker  with  a  de¬ 
liberative  as  well  as  a  casting  vote,  and,  as 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  has 
pointed  out,  the  question  is  bound  to  be 
raised  as  to  whether  we  shall  vote  by  colonies 
or  as  individual  members.  I  do  not  think 
we  have  an  opportunity  this  afternoon, 
short  as  the  sitting  must  be,  to  determine 
that  question.  It  is  an  important  ques¬ 
tion  in  the  minds  I  believe  of  a  number 
of  the  delegates,  and  I  feel  confident  it  is 
also  an  important  question  in  the  minds 
of  many  of  the  colonies  which  the  dele¬ 
gates  represent.  Therefore  if  the  mover 
of  the  resolution  could  see  his  way  to 
postpone  it  and  bring  it  up  later  when  we 
can  really  discuss  that  question  it  would 
be,  to  my  mind,  extremely  desirable.  I  do 
not  think  we  shall  lose  anything  by  post¬ 
poning  this  matter  for  the  present,  because 
the  rules  of  the  House  of  Commons  will 
determine  our  practice  for  some  little  time 
to  come,  and  in  a  day  or  two  we  may  be  able 
to  raise  this  question  without  any  difficulty. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  would  simply 
point  out  that  if  the  practice  of  the  House 
of  Commons  were  followed  the  President 
would  not  have  a  deliberative  vote,  and  I 
certainly  understand  that  you,  sir,  accepted 
the  position  in  which  you  are  now  placed 
on  the  distinct  understanding  that  you 
were  to  have  a  deliberative  vote,  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  a  casting  vote,  of  course,  being  left 
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open  to  the  Convention  to  decide.  But 
an  important  question  will  arise  as  to 
whether  w'e  arc  to  vote  individually  or  by 
colonies,  and  as  there  will  not  perhaps  be 
time  to  discuss  that  question  this  after¬ 
noon,  I  would  join  with  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Gillies,  in  the  suggestion  that  it  should 
be  postponed  until  we  have  a  better  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  With  regard  to  the 
question  whether  we  shall  vote  by  colonies 
or  by  individuals,  I  would  ask  whether  we 
are  not  bound  by  the  4th  resolution  adopt¬ 
ing  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  House  of 
Commons  ?  It  is  just  a  question  whether 
we  have  not  gone  a  little  too  far  already 
in  committing  ourselves  absolutely  to  the 
rules  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
whether  we  should  not  hark  back  a  little. 

Mr.  Mc^IILLAN  :  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  member,  ^Mr.  Gillies,  that  if  we  want 
to  open  up  a  debate  as  to  whether  we  are 
to  vote  individually  or  by  colonies,  it  would 
be  better  to  postpone  this  motion.  We 
took  it  for  granted  that  that  question  had 
been  practically  settled  ;  but,  if  there  is  to 
be  a  debate  upon  it,  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  postpone  this  motion  until  to-morrow. 

Debate  adjourned. 

ADMISSION  or  THE  PRESS  AND  PUBLIC. 
Mr.  McMillan  rose  to  move  : 

(1.)  Tliat  when  the  Convention  is  engaged  in 
debating  matters  formally  submitted  by  previous 
notice,  or  submitted  by  consent  without  notice, 
the  press  and  public  be  admitted  on  the  order 
of  the  President. 

(2.)  That  whenever  the  Convention  is  in  Com¬ 
mittee  the  press  and  public  be  not  admitted, 
unless  otherwise  ordered. 

He  said  :  I  am  sure,  as  far  as  I  know  the 
minds  of  the  delegates,  that  we  have  no 
desire  to  exclude  the  press  from  any  im¬ 
portant  discus.sion  whatever  ;  but  it  is 
simply  to  discuss  the  order  of  our  business 
and  to  expedite  business  that  we  desire  to 
hold  any  informal  meetings. 

Question  put. 

[5ir  John  Dovmer, 


Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  desire  to  move  the  ouii^ 
sion  of  all  the  words  after  the  word  ‘^That,’^ 
ill  the  1st  clause  of  the  resolution,  with 
the  view  of  inserting  other  words,  ivhich  I 
hope  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Convention,  and  which  will 
certainly  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
people  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  this 
colony.  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  “  That,”  in 
the  first  line  of  the  1st  clause,  be  omitted  with 
a  view  to  insert  the  following  words  : — “during 
the  sittings  of  this  Convention  the  press  and  the 
public  be  admitted  on  the  order  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent.”  That  clause  2  be  omitted. 

I  move  this  amendment  for  the  purjiose  of 
pointing  out  that,  if  ever  that  sentiment 
which  was  so  much  lauded  last  night — 
“one  people  and  one  destiny” — is  to  be 
given  effect  to,  it  will  be  by  taking  the 
people  in  all  the  colonies  fully  into  our 
confidence.  That  can  only  be  done  by 
throwing  open  our  doors  wide  to  the  press 
and  the  public,  so  that  they  may  hear  every 
debate  and  argument  used  in  favour  of 
a  federated  Australia.  If  my  amendment 
is  carried,  it  will  he  necessary  to  omit  tlie 
2nd  clause  of  the  motion  altogether.  By 
adopting  the  couree  I  suggest,  w’e  shall 
enable  the  public  to  judge  whether  our 
decisions  are  in  the  interest  of  Australia 
as  a  whole,  and  of  the  respective  colonies. 
If  the  public  know  that  all  our  proceed¬ 
ings  are  subject  to  outside  criticism,  there 
will  be  no  feeling  that  this  is  a  secret  con¬ 
clave  to  take  away  the  liberties  of  the  pub¬ 
lic.  We  will  take  the  people  with  us  a 
long  way  in  any  course  which  members 
desire  to  carry  out,  if  we  admit  the  press 
and  public  to  all  our  proceedings.  We 
want  to  build  up  a  nation,  and  in  order  to 
do  so,  we  must  tnke  into  our  confidence 
the  people,  who  are  the  principal  factors, 
and  the  press  also. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  :  We  will  all  agree  to 
strike  out  tlie  words  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  the  hon.  mernber^s  amendment ; 
and  that  will  best  be  done  by  omitting  the 
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\rorcl8,  “  on  tlie  order  of  the  President.” 
It  appears  to  me  that  our  object  is  to  have 
all  matters  dealt  with  before  the  public  as 
much  as  possible. 

Mr.  PLAYFOPD  :  The  best  thing  we 
can  do  is  to  follow  parliamentary  practice. 
The  practice  of  our  Parliament  is  to  ad¬ 
mit  the  press  and  public,  with  the  right  to 
exclude  them  at  any  time  if  we  please. 
We  shall  accomplish  all  we  desire  by 
adopting  the  following  amendment : — 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  “That  ”  in 
the  first  line  be  omitted  with  a  view  to  insert 
the  following  words  : — “  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  Convention  shall  l>e  open  to  the  press  and 
the  public  unless  otherwise  ordered.’* 

The  clause  with  regard  to  proceedings  in 
Committee  should,  I  think,  be  omitted 
altogether.  In  Committee  the  most  im- 
portant  portion  of  our  w’ork  wdll  have  to 
be  done.  The  wdiole  of  the  debates  on 
the  Constitution  which  we  may  adopt, 
and  a  great  many  matters  of  detail  wdiich 
are  of  exceedingly  great  interest,  "will  all 
be  dealt  wdtli  in  Committee  ;  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  will  take  the  deepest  interest  in  our 
proceedings  at  that  time.  They  will  take 
more  interest  in  those  proceeedings  than 
they  will  in  the  merely  formal  resolutions 
which  w'ill  be  submitted  prior  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution  being  framed.  Whenever  we 
find  it  is  desirable  that  the  press  and  pub¬ 
lic  should  be  excluded  we  can  do  so  under 
the  amendment  I  propose.  The  more  pub¬ 
lic  we  make  our  proceedings,  as  in  the  case 
of  Parliament,  the  better  it  wdil  be  for  us 
and  for  the  cause  w’e  are  here  to  promote. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  The  object  of  Mr.  Playford 
would  be  carried  out  by  adding  to  my  amend¬ 
ment  the  words  ‘‘unless  otherwise  ordered.” 

The  President  :  I  would  venture  to 
suggest  that  it  w^ould  be  the  better  course 
for  the  mover  to  withdraw  his  motion  and 
give  notice  of  a  fresh  one  for  to-morrow, 
embodying  the  views  of  Mr.  Playford. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  understand  that  Mr. 
Dibbs  agrees  to  accept  Mr.  Play  ford’s 


amendment.  I  would  suggest  that  they 
should  be  amalgamated  at  once. 

IMr.  Dibbs  :  If  I  accept  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Playford,  and  add  to  my  amendment 
the  words  “  unless  otherwise  ordered,”  the 
whole  question  can  be  dealt  w’ith  now.  I 
will  add  those  words  to  my  amendment. 

Mr.  Playford  :  I  do  not  approve  of  the 
insertion  of  those  words  “  on  the  order  of 
the  President.”  It  should  be  “on  the 
order  of  the  whole  Convention.” 

Mr.  McMillan  :  It  is  only  fair  to  those 
who  drew  this  resolution  to  say  that 
their  only  intention  was  that  we  should 
have  the  power  within  ourselves  to  sit 
without  the  public  being  present,  and  this 
w^as  purely  a  formal  motion,  which  would 
permit  us  to  take  any  course  we  liked.  I 
accept  the  amendment. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  for  my  part,  I  think  the  press  and 
public — the  press  is  only  a  part  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  after  all,  and  comes  in  as  pai-t  of  the 
public — should  be  admitted  to  all  sittings 
of  the  Convention,  sitting  as  a  convention, 
whether  you,  sir,  are  in  the  chair  as  Presi¬ 
dent,  or  whether  we  are  in  Committee.  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  saying  so,  because 
I  observe  it  has  been  stated  in  various  parts 
of  Australia  that  I  entertain  a  contrary 
view.  I  have  never  entertained  or  ex¬ 
pressed  to  any  one  a  contrary  view.  I  be¬ 
lieve,  as  Mr.  Playford  lias  said,  that  the 
most  important  work  of  the  Convention 
will  take  place  in  Committee.  There  the 
closest  arguments  will  be  applied,  and  there 
the  most  instructive  lessons  will  be  given, 
if  any  lessons  are  to  be  derived  from  what 
we  say.  I  therefore  entirely  concur  with 
the  amendment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Dibbs.  As  to  the  'words,  “  on  the  order 
of  the  President,”  I  do  not  understand 
them  to  mean  that  the  President  would 
have  power  to  exclude  the  public  from 
the  House.  I  understand  them  to  mean 
merely  that  if  500  persons  desired  to  be 
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admittocl,  and  there  was  only  room  for 
fifty,  those  who  were  admitted  should  be 
admitted  on  his  order. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  When  I  saw  this  re.so- 
lution  first  drawn  I  took  it  for  granted 
that  it  practically  proposed  to  carry  out 
what  w’as  done  in  [Melbourne  last  year, 
when  all  the  important  debates  were  open 
to  the  press  and  the  public.  But  it  was 
manifest  to  the  minds  of  nearly  tlie  whole 
of  the  representatives  that  times  would 
come  when  it  \vould  be  much  more  con¬ 
venient  for  the  members  themselves,  and 
more  convenient  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  if  they  met  without  the  presence 
of  the  public  and  the  press.  Not  that 
there  was  an  intention  to  conceal  any¬ 
thing;  but  it  was  with  the  view  of  en¬ 
abling  their  business  to  be  presented  to 
the  public  and  the  press  in  a  form  in 
which  they  would  be  able  to  discuss  the 
subjects  properly  and  methodically.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  historical  information  which 
'we  have  gathered  as  to  the  course  pursued 
by  the  British- American  colonies  when 
they  considered  the  question  of  federa¬ 
tion,  they  did  so  with  absolutely  closed 
doors.  There  was  no  information  given 
to  the  public  at  all.  The  discussions  took 
place  in  piivate,  and  it  was  only  occasion¬ 
ally  at  public  meetings,  and  afterwards  in 
the  legislative  halls,  that  the  members 
were  in  a  position  to  tell  the  public  what 
they  had  done.  On  this  occasion  we  do 
not  propose  to  do  that  From  all  we  liave 
been  able  to  learn  the  course  then  pursued 
was  an  unfortunate  one,  although  unques¬ 
tionably  it  was  done  for  the  best  purposes 
and  objects.  The  public  did  not  thoroughly 
w'ell  undei-stand  the  whole  course  of  pro¬ 
cedure,  and  their  minds  were  partly  made 
up,  at  any  rate,  in  some  of  the  provinces, 
against  the  course  that  was  proposed.  The 
result  was  that  in  one  of  the  provinces 
some  of  the  best  and  foremost  men,  oc- 
cupying  the  highest  public  positions,  were 
relegated  for  the  time-being  to  private 
[•Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
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life,  because  the  public  did  not  understand 
their  objects  at  the  moment,  and  did  not 
appreciate  them.  If  at  this  moment  we 
proposed  the  absolute  exclusion  of  tlie 
public  and  the  press,  it  would  be  a  terrible 
mistake.  We  are  all  desirous  that  the 
press  and  the  public  should  be  thoroughly 
well  informed  of  what  w^e  are  doing  from 
time  to  time.  But  what  I  would  urge  is 
that  tliere  will  be  times  when  we  can  deal 
much  better  wdth  questions  privately,  for 
the  time-being,  than  we  can  deal  with 
them  publicly.  That  they  must  be  after¬ 
wards  dealt  with  publicly  is  beyond  ques¬ 
tion.  In  my  judgment  it  is  better  that 
some  important  points  should  be  thor¬ 
oughly  thrashed  out  in  detail,  and  then 
submitted  in  a  proper  and  satisfactory 
form  to  the  delegates,  so  as  to  enable  them 
to  discuss  the  subject  thoroughly,  and  with 
such  comprehension  of  their  importance  as 
'would  'sveigh  both  w’ith  the  public  and  the 
press.  I  feel  convinced  that  if  a  resolu¬ 
tion  be  carried,  providing  that  in  all  Com¬ 
mittee  meetings  of  this  Convention  the 
press  shall  be  present,  before  long  we  shall 
find  out  that  w^e  have  made  a  mistake. 
The  position  into  which  we  shall  be  forced 
will  be  this  :  that  we  shall  not  meet  as  a 
delegation  at  all ;  w^e  shall  meet  privately, 
as  w^e  met  this  morning,  and  discuss  sub¬ 
jects  which,  perhaps,  would  have  been 
better  discussed  in  a  more  formal  manner. 
Our  discussions  must  necessarily  involve 
details,  some  of  them  very  important, 
which  could  be  more  expeditiously  settled 
if  they  were  not  first  dealt  with  in  the 
presence  of  tlie  press  and  of  the  public. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  take  it  that 
in  the  case  of  all  legislation,  w'hatever  dis¬ 
position  we  may  have  to  perform  all  our 
acts  in  the  broad  light  of  day,  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  press  and  of  the  public,  there 
must  always  be,  in  matters  of  detail,  some 
degree  of  privacy.  When  an  attorney- 
general  is  instructing  the  draftsman  as 
to  the  contents  of  a  ministerial  bill,  there 
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is  nob  usually  a  reporter  present  to  hear 
what  is  being  done,  nor  is  the  public  gen¬ 
erally  admitted.  I  agree  with  what  Mr. 
Gillies  has  said,  that  it  would  be  an  im¬ 
mense  saving  of  time  if  we  openly  and 
straightforwardly  said,  that  when  we  are 
discussing  the  details  of  important  ques¬ 
tions  we  shall  do  so  without  admitting 
the  public,  rather  than  resort  to  any  ex¬ 
pedient  which  may  bring  alx)ut  identically 
the  same  result,  such  as  private  and  un¬ 
official  conferences,  respecting  which  the 
public  would  not  be  informed.  It  appears 
to  me  that  no  vital  mischief  can  come  from 
this  proposal,  seeing  that  the  details  we 
agree  upon  in  Committee  have  to  take 
the  form  of  resolutions  which  have  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Convention,  which  have 
to  be  justified,  and  the  whole  of  the  reasons 
for  adopting  them  will  have  to  be  explained. 
If  a  resolution  is  come  to  by  a  majoiity, 
tlie  minority  will  take  very  good  care  to 
have  the  other  side  of  the  question  properly 
ventilated.  It  was  not  merely  in  the  case 
of  Canada,  but  also  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  were  originally  conducted  with 
absolute  secrecy.  Whilst  I  would  depre¬ 
cate  absolute  secrecy  as  much  as  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Convention  would,  I  understand 
that  there  is  much  of  our  business  that 
would  be  conducted  more  expeditiously, 
and  many  disagreements  might  very  w’ell 
be  reconciled,uf  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
conferring  in  an  informal  w^ay  amongst 
ourselves,  instead  of  always  speaking  ex 
cathedra,  with  every  word  we  said  being 
reported.  Speaking  from  my  own  point 
of  view,  I  concur  with  what  the  Conference 
did  in  Melbourne.  Tliey  came  to  a  wdse 
resolution  wlien  they  said  that  the  discus¬ 
sion  of  principles  should  be  public,  but  that 
the  discussion  of  details  in  Committee 
should  be  private.  In  this  instance  the 
discussion  has  to  be  public  ultimately ;  it 
cannot  be  suggested  that  this  is  a  hole-and- 
corner  business  in  any  shape  or  form. 
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Practically,  everything  will  be  done  in 
the  broad  light  of  day.  The  only  differ¬ 
ence  will  be  that,  instead  of  so  meeting, 
we  shall  be  able  to  advance  the  cause 
better  by  the  men  sent  from  the  differ¬ 
ent  colonies  consulting  privately  amongst 
themselves,  afterwards  submitting  the  re¬ 
solutions  they  have  arrived  at  publicly, 
and  explaining  the  reasons.  That  will  be 
much  better  than  to  allow  the  preliminary 
discussions  to  take  place  in  public,  when 
possibly  the  delegates  might  commit  them¬ 
selves  to  opinions  from  which  they  might 
have  some  difficulty  afterwards  in  retiring. 
I  know  there  is  a  strong  public  feeling  on 
this  question.  Of  course  the  press  are 
particularly  anxious  that  nothing  should 
take  place  among  us  that  they  do  not 
understand.  I  sympathise  with  them  in 
that  feeling,  and  I  would  be  the  last  to 
wish  to  deprive  them  of  any  information 
as  to  our  course  of  action,  or  as  to  the 
ultimate  conclusions  w’e  come  to.  But  I 
feel  certain  that  the  course  adopted  in 
Melbourne  was  a  wise  and  prudent  one, 
and  might  be  well  followed  by  this  Con¬ 
vention. 

Mr.  MUNRO :  It  appears  to  me  that 
W’e  are  wasting  time  on  what  is  really  no 
practical  question.  I  understood  that  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  wishes  to  add  to 
his  amendment  the  w'ords  “  unless  other¬ 
wise  ordered.”  Surely  that  covers  the 
w’hole  ground  !  If  any  necessity  should 
arise  for  holding  a  private  meeting,  the 
words  ‘‘  unless  otherwise  ordered”  would 
meet  the  case.  My  own  impression  is  that 
such  an  occasion  will  not  arise  at  all.  We 
aie  appointed  delegates  to  draft  a  con¬ 
stitution  for  a  federal  parliament  and 
federal  executive,  and  everything  that  we 
do  is  of  interest  to  the  w’hole  of  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  colonies.  While  there  may  be 
some  little  differences  of  opinion  on  details, 
surely,  whether  we  are  sitting  in  Com¬ 
mittee  or  in  open  House,  w^e  cannot  debate 
the  question  in  a  proper  manner  unless 
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tlie  proceedings  are  open  to  the  pi*ess  and 
the  public,  and  unless  we  deal  with  the 
question  in  a  formal  way  !  c  are  not 
supposed  to  meet  privately  or  in  an  in¬ 
formal  manner.  I  am  quite  sure  that  onr 
business  would  bo  facilitated  by  transact¬ 
ing  it  in  the  presence  of  the  press  and  the 
public.  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  business 
would  be  better  conducted.  If  occasion 
arises  at  any  time  the  President  and  Con¬ 
vention  can  order  that  the  press  and 
public  be  excluded  ;  but  until  that  occasion 
arises  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity 
for  wasting  time  over  this  question. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  apprehend 
there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
among  members  as  to  the  great  import¬ 
ance  which  attaches  to  the  creation  of 
public  opinion  throughout  the  colonies  on 
the  question  of  federation.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  have  to  consider  that  we  come 
here  in  a  spirit  of  compromise — to  carry 
out  that  give  and  take  ”  policy  which 
may  be  said  to  be  the  essence  of  British 
parliamentary  government,  without  which 
it  will  be  impossible  to  obtain  a  successful 
termination  of  our  laboui's.  What  we 
have  to  consider  is  whether  the  opening  of 
our  proceedings  at  all  stages  to  the  press 
will  not  considerably  affect  that  spirit 
which  must  be  such  an  important  factor 
in  our  deliberations.  There  is  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  on  this  su6ject.  We  all 
recognise  the  value  and  importance  to  us 
of  having  all  our  proceedings  known  to 
the  public  of  Australia ;  but  it  is  for  us 
to  consider  whether  it  is  wdse  to  consent 
to  the  publication  of  these  things — the 
publication  of  the  surrender  of  important 
principles  which  delegates  come  here  pre¬ 
pared  to  support,  but  which  there  will  be  a 
necessity  for  them  to  resign,  if  not  wholly, 
certainly  in  part,  if  we  are  to  come  to 
any  satisfactory  conclusion.  It  is  a  most 
difficult  question  to  decide.  I  am  sure 
that  the  delegates  do  not  desire  to  come 
to  a  hasty  conclusion.  I  confess  that 
[Mr,  Mnnro, 


when  I  first  read  this  resolution  I  thought 
it  covered  the  ground  entirely  ;  that  un¬ 
less  there  should  be  some  good  reason  to 
the  contrary  this  Convention  would  con¬ 
sider  that  its  deliberations  on  the  details 
of  any  scheme  of  federation  should  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  camera  ;  and,  as  has  been  well 
put,  that  the  result  of  the  labours  of  the 
Convention  in  Committee  should  form  the 
subject  of  resolutions  which  would  be  dis¬ 
cussed  openly.  The  public  would  then 
have  an  opportunity  of  regarding  the  reso¬ 
lutions  according  to  their  merit,  and  would 
be  able  to  form  opinions  as  to  their  value, 
and  as  to  how  far  they  affected  their  in¬ 
terests  or  liberties.  I  think  it  is  desirable 
that  this  question  should  not  be  decided 
this  afternoon,  but  that  there  should  be 
an  adjournment  in  order  to  allow  of  further 
thought  as  to  whether  it  w'ould  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  object  we  have  all  come 
here  to  further  to  have  every  detail,  every 
concession,  every  argument  made  known  to 
the  world  before  we  come  to  a  conclusion. 
It  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  moment  and 
weight,  affecting  in  the  most  serious  man¬ 
ner  the  result  of  the  labours  of  this  Con¬ 
vention,  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  question  should  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  In  dealing  with  this 
matter,  reference  has  been  made  by  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  to  the  conduct 
of  the  convention  in  Canada,  and  by  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  John  Downer,  to  the 
convention  in  the  United  States,  and  it 
was  shown  that  both  conventions  held  their 
sittings  practically  in  secret;  but  I  think 
that  the  circumstances  under  which  we  are 
now  met  are  radically  different  from  the 
circumstances  under  which  both  those  con¬ 
ventions  were  held.  I  take  it  that  the 
movement  in  favour  of  the  federation  of 
these  colonies  is  one  that  has  sprung  wholly 
and  solely  from  the  people  of  the  colonies 
themselves,  for  their  own  advantage,  and 
I  think  it  is  in  that  respect  that  the  move- 
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ments  whicli  took  place  in  Canada,  and  in 
the  United  States,  were  materially  dif¬ 
ferent,  because  they  had  powerful  forces 
external  to  the  countries  themselves  which 
urged  them  strongly  to  enter  into  some 
form  of  federation.  I  think  that  in  this 
matter,  unless  we  are  entirely  with  the 
people  of  these  colonies,  we  are  bound  to 
meet  with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  here¬ 
after,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  should 
be  making  a  very  great  mistake  if  we 
adopted  in  tliis  Convention  any  course  of 
procedure  differing  from  that  adopted  in 
the  parliaments  of  all  the  colonies,  and  that 
is  the  complete  opening  of  all  the  discus¬ 
sions,  whether  in  Committee  or  out  of  it, 
to  the  public.  If  we  adopt  the  resolution 
which  has  been  moved  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  McMillan,  I  think  there  will  be 
some  ground  for  fearing  that  suspicion 
will  attach  to  some  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  Convention,  and  I  think  that  that 
would  be  a  most  unfortunate  thing.  Ilie 
amendment  should  be  carried  without  the 
delay  which  one  hon.  gentleman  has  re¬ 
quested. 

Mr.  SHIELS  :  I  think  the  suggestion 
offered  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  other  gentle¬ 
men  is  the  correct  one  to  adopt.  We  are 
taking  a  very  serious  step,  and  I  think 
the  question  requires  more  consideration. 
What  are  the  complaints  which  have  been 
made  against  parliamentary  government 
of  recent  years,  not  only  in  these  colonies 
but  also  in  the  mother  country?  They 
are  that  there  is  an  intolerable  amount  of 
talk,  that  when  the  people  expect  work 
they  get — sometimes  eloquence,  but  some¬ 
times  mere  'words,  and  words  which  had 
better  have  been  left  unspoken.  The 
course  being  taken  is,  I  think,  a  danger¬ 
ous  one,  and  will  be  dilatory  in  its  action, 
the  inevitable  tendency  of  large  bodies  of 
representative  men  with  the  press  before 
them,  being  to  rhetorical  displays,  and 
also  to  the  exhibition  of  a  spirit  the  very 
opposite  to  that  which  is  so  necessary 
B 


in  our  deliberations — the  spirit  of  compro¬ 
mise.  A  spirit  of  stubbornness  is  induced. 
Men  having  committed  themselves  in  the 
sight  of  the  press  and  of  the  public  to  a 
certain  view,  it  is  human  nature  that  they 
will  contend  for  that  view  to  the  last,  so 
that,  instead  of  being  ready,  in  a  spirit  of 
compromise,  to  give  up  for  higher  objects, 
they  will  be  unyielding  and  resisting  when 
they  should  yield,  and  when  they  ought 
to  feel  that  the  opinions  in  favour  of  a 
course  opposite  to  that  which  tiiey  advo¬ 
cate  are  worthy  of  their  consideration. 
We  are  taking  a  course  essentially  danger¬ 
ous  at  the  present  time,  and  I  think  that 
we  ought  not  to  have  a  discussion  on  this 
motion  until  further  opportunity  be  given 
for  consideration.  I  move  : 

That  tlie  debate  be  adjourned  until  to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr.  Macdonald-Paterson  seconded  the 
motion. 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  I  must  express  my 
regret  that  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Shiels,  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Convention.  We  have 
liad  twenty-four  hours  to  think  over 
this  Blatter.  Notice  of  the  intention  to 
move  this  motion  was  given  yesterday 
when  we  met  j  and  I  do  not  think  that 
we  shall  derive  any  benefit,  or  that  the 
proceedings  of  this  Convention  will  be  in 
any  way  facilitated  by  a  further  postpone¬ 
ment.  I  think  we  have  all  made  up  our 
minds  pretty  well  as  to  what  is  the  proper 
course  to  adopt  on  the  present  occasion 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  lion,  gentle¬ 
men  who  have  advocated  that  part  of  our 
proceedings  should  be  conducted  privately 
have  endeavoured  to  strengthen  their  ar¬ 
guments  by  references  to  the  procedure 
adopted  when  the  United  States  Convention 
assembled  in  the  year  1787,  and  to  the  pro¬ 
cedure  of  the  later  convention  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  founding  a  constitution  for 
for  what  is  now  the  Dominion  of  Canada ; 
but,  as  has  been  observed  by  the  hon. 
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member,  Mr.  Thyiine,  it  must  not  be  for¬ 
gotten  tliat  tli0  circumstances  which  ob¬ 
tained  in  both  those  epochs  were  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  those  which  prevail  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  time.  It  cannot  be  contended  thatwhen 
the  convention  assembled  in  1787,  there  was 
a  public  press  of  the  character  which  we  now 
have,  not  only  in  the  metropolis  of  New 
South  Wales,  but  also  in  all  the  Australian 
capitals  and  in  all  the  principal  provincial 
towns  of  these  colonies ;  and  I  think  we 
aasume  too  much  when  we  take  it  for 
granted  that  we  who  are  assembled  here 
are  the  only  persons  who  can  exercise  an 
educative  effect  upon  each  other.  A  great 
many  of  us  are  only  feeling  our  way.  By 
the  interchange  of  ideas  in  this  Chamber 
we  shall  do  a  great  deal  to  imbue  each  other 
with  a  true  idea  of  the  functions  pertaining 
to  us,  and  the  objects  we  hope  to  achieve  : 
but  while  we  hope  to  get  a  great  deal 
of  illumination  from  the  interchange  of 
opinions  on  the  floor  of  this  assembly,  I 
think  we  must  admit  that  we  shall  derive 
great  benefit  from  the  educative  influence 
of  the  press  outside.  I  think  the  more 
daylight  we  can  let  in  upon  our  preceedings 
the  more  advantageous  it  will  be,  and  the 
more  it  will  facilitate  the  work  of  this 
Convention.  We  have  to  cultivate  the 
sympathy  of  the  people  whom  we  are  sent 
here  to  represent,  and  we  should  suffer 
a  veiy  great  disadvantage  indee<l  if  we 
allowed  the  idea  to  go  abroad  that  there 
was  any  part  of  our  proceedings  as  a  con¬ 
vention  which  it  was  desirable  to  shield 
from  public  observation.  Even  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  our  own  legislative  assemblies 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  business  done  in¬ 
formally  in  private.  It  Ls  not  done  by  the 
legislative  assemblies  as  such,  but  it  is  done 
in  committees,  and  in  other  meetings  where 
members  of  both  parties  come  together  to 
arrange  their  respective  programme.s.  Why 
cannot  we  do  this  now  ?  There  is  nothing 
in  the  amendment  moved  by  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Dibbs,  which  prevents  any  number 
[d/?\  Huiledge, 


of  the  members  of  this  Convention  from  as¬ 
sembling  together  in  order  to  interchange 
ideas,  and  I  think,  remembering  this,  there 
is  no  need  to  suggest  the  desirableness  of 
having  any  part  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Convention  as  a  convention  held  in  private. 
Some  hon.  gentlemen  have  suggested  that 
if  we  do  not  adopt  the  expedient  that  has 
been  referred  to  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  of 
having  part  of  our  proceedings  on  occasion 
in  private,  it  will  tend  to  produce  a  great 
flood  of  oratory,  and  members  will  make 
speeches  for  the  sake  of  being  reported ; 
but  I  conceive  that  if  we  have  part  of  our 
proceedings  in  private  in  this  way  we  shall 
bring  about  the  very  evil  sought  to  be 
avoided,  because  w^hen  there  will  only  be 
formal  motions  submitted  here  to  be 
spoken  to  by  the  delegates,  every  delegate 
wdll  conceive  it  important  to  him  to  have 
all  his  say  on  these  resolutions  ;  whereas, 
if  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  were 
as  open  to  the  public  as  the  proceedings 
of  the  Convention,  when  resolutions  of  a 
formal  character  w^ere  being  discussed,  dele¬ 
gates  would  not  have  the  same  inducement 
to  make  long  speeches  for  the  sake  of 
being  reported. 

Mr,  Fitzgerald  :  The  lion,  member  must 
be  mistaken  when  he  connects  me  with  this 
idea.  I  have  not  entertained  it,  nor  have 
I  expressed  it. 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  I  have  not  attri¬ 
buted  the  argument  to  the  hon.  delegate, 
but  I  know  that  the  idea  has  existed  in 
some  minds,  and  I  am  aw’are  that  there  is 
a  fear  that,  unless  some  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Convention  are  conducted  without 
the  press  and  the  public  being  admitted, 
there  wdll  be  a  tendency  to  open  the  flood¬ 
gates  of  talk,  and  to  obstruct,  rather  than 
facilitate,  the  progre^ss  of  business. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  confess  that  this  is  a 
most  diflicult  question,  and  I  have  not 
made  up  my  mind  as  to  the  side  I  shall 
take.  But  I  rise  to  point  out  one  funda¬ 
mental  difficulty  which  has  not  yet  been 
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pointed  on t  by  any  delegate.  Our  proceed- 
ings  here  have  been  compared  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  parliament,  and  we  are  told 
that,  because  the  proceedings  of  parliament 
are  open  to  the  public,  the  proceedings  of 
this  Convention  ought  also  to  be  always 
open  to  the  public.  Now,  the  fundamental 
difference  between  this  Convention  and 
parliament  is  this  :  Parliament  has  power 
to  decide  upon  and  finally  make  laws. 
After  a  bill  has  emerged  from  parliament 
and  has  received  the  royal  assent  it  becomes 
an  act,  and  binds  the  people ;  but  we  are 
met  here  only  to  advise.  Everything  we 
do  has  hereafter  to  l>e  discussed  and  decided 
upon  by  the  people.  We  are  told — and, 
no  doubt,  correctly  told — that  it  is  our 
duty  to  educate  the  people  up  to  this  idea 
of  federation — to  the  adoption  of  a  scheme 
which  I  hope  we  shall  frame  in  this  Con¬ 
vention.  No  doubt  this  is  true ;  but  the 
education  will  come  after  we  have  adopted 
the  scheme.  It  does  not  at  all  follow  that 
the  public  should  be  necessarily  admitted 
to  all  the  details  of  the  framing  of  the 
scheme.  It  will  be  a  very  difiScult  thing 
for  tlie  delegates,  after  the  scheme  has  been 
framed  and  adopted,  to  explain  it,  as  they 
will  have  to  do,  to  the  people  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  colonies  if  the  public  are  admitted  to 
all  our  discussions.  I  confess  I  see  great 
difficulties  on  both  sides.  If  we  do  ad¬ 
mit  the  public  to  every  discussion  it 
will  be  difficult  for  the  delegates  when 
they  return  to  the  different  colonies  from 
which  they  were  sent  to  cry  back  upon 
the  opinions  which  they  have  strongly  ad¬ 
vocated  here,  although  they  will  have  to 
cry  back  in  respect  to  some  of  the  details 
if  that  spirit  of  compromise,  which  is  the 
only  spirit  which  should  be  admitted  here, 
is  present.  If  we  have  to  give  way  after 
having  strongly  expressed  our  opinions  it 
will  be  most  difficult  for  us  when  we  get 
back  to  agree  to  views  contrary  to  those 
which  we  favoured  here.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  press  and  the  public  are  not 


admitted  to  all  our  proceedings  T  know 
that  a  suspicion  wall  arise — I  believe  an 
unworthy  suspicion — that  something  has 
happened  wliich,  for  some  improper  reason, 
we  do  not  want  made  public.  But  I  am 
quite  sure  that  no  such  suspicion  can  pos¬ 
sibly  be  founded  on  truth.  In  conclusion, 
I  hope  that  the  amendment  will  be  agreed 
to,  and  that  we  shall  have  a  longer  time 
to  think  over  this  matter. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  There  is 
such  a  difference  of  opinion  upon  this 
subject  that  it  seems  to  me  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  dispose  of  notice  of  motion 
No.  7  before  we  can  deal  with  the  motion 
before  us.  At  the  present  time  we  do  not 
know  how  to  divide,  so  that  we  are  bound 
to  postpone  this  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  debate  adjourned. 

Convention  adjourned  at  3*47  p.m. 


WEDNESDAY,  4  MARCH,  1891, 
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The  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m. 

THE  ROLL. 

Sir  George  Grey,  K.C.B.  (New  Zealand), 
and  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  K.C.M.G., 
LL.D.,  M.P.  (Queensland),  subscribed  the 
roll. 

DIVISIONS. 

Debate  resumed  (from  page  12)  on 
motion  by  Mr.  McMillan  : 

That  in  any  divisions  taken  in  the  Convention 
the  President  or  Vice-President,  as  the  case  may 
bo,  liavo  the  right  to  vote,  and  in  case  of  an 
equality  of  votes  exercise  a  second  or  casting 
vote  ;  and  that  the  names  of  the  delegates  be 
printed  in  alphabetical  order,  without  reference 
to  tlie  colonies  which  they  represent, — 

Upon  which  ]Mr.  Play  ford  had  moved  an 
amendment  to  omit  the  words  : 
and  in  case  of  an  equality  of  votes  exorcise  a 
second  or  casting  vote. 
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Mr.  Mc^IILLAN  :  In  order  to  save 
time  I  have  found  out^  to  a  great  extent, 
the  wishes  of  members  of  the  Convention 
in  regard  to  this  motion  and  amendment ; 
and  I  will  propose  an  alteration,  subject,  of 
course,  to  the  concurrence  of  hon.  members, 
when  I  have  stated  what  that  alteration  is 
to  be.  I  find  that  it  is  the  general  desire 
that  the  President  should  not  have  a  cast- 
in<r  vote,  and  that  when  the  votes  are 
equal,  a  motion  should  be  considered  as 
having  been  practically  decided  in  the 
negative.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  omit 
the  words  “  exercise  a  second  or  casting 
vote  ”  with  the  view  to  the  insertion  of  the 
words  “  the  question  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  passed  in  the  negative.’’ 

The  President:  As  the  matter  now 
stands,  the  amendment  moved  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Playford,  is  in  the  way  of 
the  proposal  by  the  hon.  member,  ^Ir. 
ISIcMillan. 

Mr.  PLAYFOPD :  I  ask  leave  of  the 
Convention  to  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn!. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  ^IcMillan)  agreed  to : 

That  the  words  “  exercise  a  second  or  casting 
vote*’  be  omitted  with  a  view  to  the  insertion 
of  the  words  “  the  question  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  SHIELS  :  Perhaps  my  hon.  friend 
will  allow  me  to  suggest  the  advisability 
of  providing  for  what  may  occur,  namely, 
the  desire  of  the  Convention  to  have  the 
question  again  submitted  to  it.  The  pass¬ 
ing  in  the  negative  may  be  held  to  pre¬ 
clude  the  right  of  the  Convention,  excepting 
by  special  order,  to  have  a  matter  again 
submitted  for  consideration.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  advisable  to  provide  for  any 
such  contingency  by  adding  words  to  the 
resolution  such  as  the  following  : — 
but  may  be  again  submitted  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Mc^Iillan  :  Notice  of  motion  can 
be  given  under  the  orders  of  the  day  ! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Tlie  orders  of  the  House 
of  Commons  w'ould  prevent  that  ! 


Mr.  SIIIELS:  The  difliculty  will  be 
that  when  once  the  question  is  passed  in 
the  negative — if  you  simply  follow  the 
rules  of  the  House  of  Commons  whicli  are 
to  guide  our  piocaedings — it  cannot  be 
brought  forw’ard  again  in  the  same  session. 

Mr.  Playford  :  A  motion  can  always 
be  rescinded  ! 

Mr.  SHIELS  :  I  am  only  throwing  out 
the  suggestion  in  order  to  prevent  anything 
of  that  kind. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ADMISSION  OF  THE  PRESS  AND  PUBLIC. 

Debate  resumed  (from  page  19),  on 
motion  by  Mr.  McMillan  : 

(1.)  That  when  the  Convention  is  engaged  in 
debating  matters  formally  submitted  by  previous 
notice,  or  submitted  by  consent  without  notice, 
the  press  and  public  be  admitted  on  the  order  of 
the  President. 

(2. )  That  w’henever  the  Convention  is  in  Com* 
niittee,  the  press  and  public  be  not  admitted, 
unless  otherwise  ordered. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Dibbs  had  moved  an 
amendment  to  omit  from  the  first  para¬ 
graph  the  w’ords  : 

**  when  the  Convention  is  engaged  in  debating 
matters  formally  submitted  by  previous  notice, 
or  submitted  by  consent  without  notice,”  with 
a  view  to  insert  the  words  ‘  ‘  during  the  sitting 
of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  McMILLAN  :  Again  w  ith  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  .saving  time,  I  would  ask  my  hon. 
friend,  ^Ir.  Dibbs,  to  withdraw  his  amend¬ 
ment  with  the  view  of  substituting  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : — 

That  the  press  and  public  be  admitted,  unless 
otherwise  ordered,  during  the  sittings  of  the 
Convention,  on  tlie  order  of  the  President. 

I  think  a  motion  of  that  kind  will  meet 
the  views  of  the  delegates  generally.  It; 
still  leaves  it  open  to  us  to  have  close  sit¬ 
tings,  if  necessary,  and  it  establishes  the 
general  principle  that,  in  most  cases,  the 
press  shall  be  admitted. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Witli  the  concurrence  of 
the  delegates,  I  have  much  pleasure  in 
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withdrawing  iny  amendment.  The  prin¬ 
ciple  I  advocate  is  the  free  and  open 
discussion  of  all  our  proceedings.  Of 
course  we  shall  have  the  right  to  exclude 
the  press ;  hut  I  feel  perfectly  certain 
that  that  right  will  never  he  exercised. 

Amendment  and  motion,  hy  leave, 
withdrawn. 

Motion  (by  Mr,  McMillan)  proposed  : 

That  the  press  and  public  l^c  admitted,  un¬ 
less  otherwise  ordered,  during  the  sittings  of  the 
Convention,  on  the  order  of  the  President. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILAY RAITH  :  I  can¬ 
not  understand  why  such  a  distinct  change 
should  be  made  from  what  was  considered 
necessary  yesterday.  So  far  as  I  can 
gather  from  reading  tlie  debate  of  yester¬ 
day,  the  opinion  of  most  of  the  delegates 
is  that  the  press  shall  be  admitted  whilst 
the  Convention  is  sitting  as  a  convention  ; 
but  that,  whilst  sitting  in  Committee,  the 
press  shall  not  be  admitted.  I  believe 
that  is  the  intention ;  and  w^e  do  not  get 
away  from  it  by  simply  throwing  upon 
yourself,  Mr.  President,  the  responsibility 
of  directing  whether  the  press  shall  be 
admitted  or  not.  We  have  to  look  at 
what  will  practically  be  the  result  if  the 
matter  is  left  entirely  to  yourself.  The 
result  will  be  tliat  the  press  will  always 
be  present,  because  I  do  not  think  for  a 
moment  you  will  ever  take — unless  moved 
strongly  by  the  Convention  itself  to  do  so 
— the  responsibility  of  ordering  out  tlic 
press.  It  is  quite  possible,  therefore,  that 
the  press  will  always  be  present,  unless 
something  happens  in  connection  with 
which  the  Convention  may  consider  it 
would  be  more  to  its  credit  for  the  press 
not  to  be  present.  It  is  not  to  prevent 
anything  of  that  kind  that  we  want  the 
press  to  be  present.  It  is  to  curtail  our 
proceedings,  to  allow  us  to  act  in  Com¬ 
mittee  with  a  great  deal  more  freedom, 
and  to  allow  us  to  come  to  a  determina¬ 
tion  more  quickly  than  wo  would  do  if 
the  press  were  present.  I  believe  myself 


that  if  the  press  are  present  at  our  pi’o- 
ceedings  in  Committee  the  Convention  will 
be  protracted  from  week  to  week.  We 
wdll  bo  posing  to  the  press,  and  we  wdll, 
possibly,  be  led  b}^  the  press.  We  ought 
to  come  to  the  Convention  with  our  own 
ideas  and  discuss  them  ourselves.  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that,  in  discussions  in 
Committee,  w^e  shall  come  to  much  better, 
quicker,  and  freer  determinations  without 
the  presence  of  the  press  than  we  shall  if 
every  motion  in  Committee  is  commented 
upon  by  the  pres.s.  I  shall  not  vote  for 
the  motion. 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  regret  to  have  to 
differ  with  the  hon.  gentleman  wdio  has 
just  resumed  his  seat ;  and  I  do  so,  not 
on  account  of  the  press,  because  that  is  a 
matter  of  the  mo.st  profound  indifference 
to  me,  but  because  I  think  the  people  of 
all  these  colonies  ought  to  know  every¬ 
thing  that  is  said,  whether  in  Committee 
or  out  of  Committee.  They  ought  to  know 
the  reason  why  we  arrive  at  certain  reso¬ 
lutions  in  Committee.  The  people  of  the 
whole  of  the  colonies  are  expected  to  in¬ 
dorse  our  actions,  and  to  know  the  reasons 
for  the  decisions  at  which  we  arrive.  For 
my  part,  I  support  most  cordially  the  pror 
posal  which  was  brought  forward  by  tlie 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  or  the  one  now 
proposed  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMil¬ 
lan.  I  certainly  do  think  that  if  we  act 
fairly  to  the  people  we  represent  in  the 
various  colonies  w'e  ought  to  allow  the 
utmost  publicity.  Tlie  hon.  member,  Sir 
Thomas  McTlwraitli,  knows  that  the  at¬ 
tending  and  reporting  of  our  proceedings 
is  a  costly  matter  for  the  press.  It  is  not 
for  the  purpose  of  pdeasing  us  that  the 
press  are  present,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
letting  the  people  of  the  various  colonies 
know  what  we  are  doing,  and  why  we  are 
doing  it.  I  cordially  support  the  proposal 
of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan. 

Sir  PATRICK  JENNINGS  :  I  must 
own  that  when  I  first  considered  this 
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subject  I  thought  our  proceedings  would 
be  expedited  if  certain  debates  which  will 
take  place  in  Committee  were  not  attended 
and  reported  by  the  presa  I  certainly  be¬ 
lieve,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  delegates, 
that  the  reporting  of  all  our  proceedings 
wnll  tend  to  prolong  the  sitting  of  this 
Convention,  I  find,  however,  tliat  gentle¬ 
men  whom  we  miglit  most  naturally  expect 
would  desire  to  return  to  their  homes  as 
early  as  possible  are  in  no  degree  adverse 
to  the  probable  prolongation  of  our  sittings 
by  the  presence  of  the  press  fully  to  re¬ 
port  all  that  is  done.  We  are,  no  doubt, 
doing  a  great  work  ;  and  I  think  that  we 
ought  not  to  hurry  over  it.  Every  op]>or- 
tunity  ought  to  be  given  to  discuss  and 
reflect  upon  every  proposal  brought  before 
the  Convention.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  I  have  fallen  in  with  the  view  put 
forward  in  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  yesterday, 
and  now  substituted  by  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  that  it  will 
be  most  desirable,  in  the  interests  of  all 
the  colonies,  in  the  interests  of  the  Aus¬ 
tralasian  public,  and  as  a  means  of  giving 
very  wide  and  broad  information  in  re¬ 
gard  to  our  proceedings,  to  have  the  whole 
of  them  reported  in  the  press.  I  think  my 
hon.  friend,  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  pro¬ 
bably  misunderstood  the  meaning  of  the 
motion.  I  do  not  take  it  to  be  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  President  to  exclude  any 
person  whatever  ;  he  is  simply  to  have  the 
power  to  regulate  the  numbers  of  those  who 
may  attend — that  is,  for  the  purpo.se  of 
keeping  order  and  preventing  overcrowd¬ 
ing.  I  do  not  expect  there  will  be  any 
occasion  upon  which  the  members  of  the 
Convention  will  comport  themselves  in 
such  a  way  as  to  render  necessary  a 
motion  that  the  press  be  excluded.  I 
am  quite  confident,  from  the  concourse 
of  gentlemen  who  are  here,  with  all  their 
vast  experience  and  ripe  knowledge,  that 
our  proceedings  throughout  will  be  consis- 
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tent  with  the  dignity  and  importance  of 
the  occasion  and  will  be  well  worth  report¬ 
ing.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  supporting 
the  motion. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

QUORUM. 

Mr.  Mc^MILLAISr :  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  twenty- five  delegates  do  form  a  quorum 
of  the  Convention. 

The  idea  is  that  we  ought  to  have  present 
at  least  a  majority  of  the  whole  of  the 
delegates  before  going  to  business  on  any 
important  matter,  and  as  the  delegates 
number  about  forty -five,  and  as  it  is  better 
to  frame  the  resolution  in  a  specific  man¬ 
ner,  so  that  we  may  easily  count  those 
who  are  present,  rather  than  have  a  mere 
majority  and  an  open  question  as  to  what  a 
majority  might  be,  I  have  decided  to  make 
it  specific — that  is  to  say,  that  twenty-five 
members  shall  form  a  quorum. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Inclusive  or  exclusive  of 
the  President  ? 

Mr.  McMillan  :  inclusive.  The 
President  is  a  member. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  I  think  that  some  pro¬ 
vision  might  be  made  for  a  few  minutes’ 
grace  after  the  hour  appointed  for  meet¬ 
ing.  If  you,  Mr.  President,  should  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  a  few  minutes  late,  and, 
although  the  Vice-President  might,  per¬ 
haps,  be  on  the  premises,  but  not  actually 
in  the  room,  the  Convention  w'ould  have 
to  adjourn  for  the  day  if  no  grace  at  all 
were  allowed.  I  think  that  five  or  ten 
minutes’,  or  half  an  hour’s  grace  should  be 
provided  for,  in  order  to  prevent  accidents 
that  might  otherwise  happen. 

Mr.  GILLIES ;  The  House  of  Cobi- 
mons’rule  is  half  an  hour’s  "race  after  the 
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time  of  meeting,  and  we  have  adopted  the 
House  of  Commons’  rule. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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FEDERAL  CONSTITUTIOX. 

The  President  :  As  the  next  business 
stands  in  niy  name,  I  would  suggest  that 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  Vice-President,  re¬ 
lieve  me  of  the  chair,  if  agreeable  to  the 
Convention. 

Tiie  chair  was  taken  by  the  Vice- 
President. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES :  I  have  the 
honor  to  move  : 

That  in  order  to  establish  and  secure  an 
enduring  foundation  for  the  structure  of  a 
federal  government,  the  principles  embodied  in 
the  resolutions  following  be  agreed  to  : — 

(1.)  That  the  powers  and  privileges  and  terri¬ 
torial  rights  of  the  several  existing  colonies 
shall  remain  intact,  except  in  respect  to 
such  surrenders  as  may  be  agreed  upon  as 
necessary  and  incidental  to  the  power  and 
authority  of  the  National  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment. 

(2. )  That  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
federated  colonies,  whether  by  means  of 
land  carriage  or  coastal  navigation,  shall 
be  absolutely  free. 

(3. )  That  the  power  and  authority  to  impose 
customs  duties  shall  be  exclusively  lodged 
in  the  Federal  Government  and  Parliament, 
subject  to  such  disposal  of  the  revenues 
thence  derived  as  shall  be  agreed  upon. 

(4. )  That  the  military  and  naval  defence  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  shall  be  intrusted  to  federal  forces, 
under  one  command. 

Subject  to  these  and  other  necessary  pro¬ 
visions,  this  Convention  approves  of  the  framing 
of  a  federal  constitution,  which  shall  establish, — 

(1.)  A  parliament,  to  consist  of  a  senate  and  a 
house  of  representatives,  the  former  consist¬ 
ing  of  an  equal  number  of  members  from 
each  province,  to  be  elected  by  a  system 
which  shall  provide  for  the  retirement  of 
one-tliird  of  the  members  every  years, 
so  securing  to  the  body  itself  a  perpetual 
existence  combined  witli  definite  responsi¬ 
bility  to  the  electors,  the  latter  to  be 
elected  by  districts  formed  on  a  i)opulation 
basis,  and  to  possess  the  sole  power  of 
originating  and  amending  all  bills  appro¬ 
priating  revenue  or  imposing  taxation. 

(2.)  A  judiciary,  consisting  of  a  federal  supreme 
court,  which  shall  constitute  a  high  court 
of  appeal  for  Australia,  under  the  direct 
authority  of  the  Sovereign,  whose  decisions, 
as  such,  shall  be  final. 


(3.)  An  executive,  consisting  of  a  governor- 
general  and  such  persons  as  may  from  time 
to  time  be  apiwinted  as  his  advisers,  such 
persons  sitting  in  Parliament,  and  whose 
term  of  office  sliall  depend  upon  their  pos¬ 
sessing  the  confidence  of  tlie  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  expressed  by  the  support  of  the 
majority. 

In  submitting  these  resolutions,  I  must 
repeat  in  the  full  Convention  what  I  have 
stated  to  different  delegates  and  to  different 
sections,  that  I  submit  these  resolutions  in 
no  sense  wijbh  a  desire  to  push  them  to  a 
conclusion  in  any  special  interest.  In 
other  words,  I  do  not  submit  them  as  I 
submit  a  resolution  embodying  some  prin¬ 
ciple  upon  'which  I  have  strong  convictions 
in  the  Parliament  of  the  country ;  but  I 
submit  them  as  a  ground-work  on  which 
a  debate  may  be  raised  on  the  whole  ques¬ 
tion  with  which  w^e  have  to  deal,  and  I 
submit  them  with  the  expectation  that 
they  'will  be  freely  and  unfearingly  dis¬ 
cussed,  amended,  negatived,  dealt  '\\'ith  in 
whatever  way  the  Convention  pleases. 
They  certainly  give  a  fair  expression  of 
the  outline  of  the  constitution  which  we 
w’ant,  as  it  exists  in  my  owm  mind,  and  to 
that  extent  I  at  once  acknowledge  the 
paternity  of  the  motion  I  make.  I  may, 
perhaps,  be  permitted,  before  entering 
upon  the  subject-matter  of  my  resolu¬ 
tions,  to  say  a  few  words  'Nvhich,  if  I 
deemed  an  inaugural  address  absolutely 
necessary,  I  should  have  said.  I  ven¬ 
ture,  before  entering  upon  a  discussion 
of  these  special  resolutions,  to  appeal  to 
every  colony,  and  to  every  delegate  re¬ 
presenting  every  colony,  to  meet  the  work 
w  hich  w'e  are  now  about  to  begin  in  a  broad, 
federal  spirit.  We  cannot  hope  for  any 
just  conclusion — we  cannot  hope  reason¬ 
ably  for  any  amount  of  valid  success — un¬ 
less  we  lose  sight,  to  a  largo  extent,  of  the 
local  interests  which  w'e  represent  at  the 
same  time  as  we  represent  the  great  cause. 
There  can  be  no  fedemtion  if  we  should 
happen,  any  of  us,  to  insist  upon  conditions 
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'vvliicli  stand  in  the  Avay  of  federation ;  there 
can  be  no  federation — no  complete  union 
6f  these  governments,  of  these  coinniuni- 
ties,  of  these  separate  colonies,  unless  Ave 
can  so  far  clear  tlie  Avay  as  to  approach 
the  great  question  of  creating  a  federal 
power  as  if  the  boundaries  now  existing 
had  no  existence  whateA^er.  I  think  it  is 
quite  consistent  for  every  one  of  us  to  dis¬ 
burden  our  minds  of  our  local — I  Avill  not 
say  prejudices,  but  of  our  local  inclinations, 
without  in  any  Avay  impairing  our  patriotic 
resoh^e  to  preserA- e  the  rights  of  each  of  the 
colonies  we  represent.  It  does  seem  to  me 
in  the  highest  degree  necessary  that  Ave 
should  approach  the  general  question  in  the 
most  federal  spirit  that  Ave  can  call  to  our 
support  I  do  not  knoAv  that  I  need  dwell 
on  that  topic  any  longer,  because  I  think, 
looking  at  the  gentlemen  around  me,  it 
must  be  apparent  to  the  mind  of  CA'ery  one 
who  hears  me ;  but  I  myself  cannot  too 
fervently  impress  on  my  co-representatiA*es 
from  all  parts  of  Australia  the  necessity 
of  keeping  in  view  the  one  object  of  the 
better  gOA^ernment  of  the  whole  Austra¬ 
lian  people.  I  contend  that  any  resolu¬ 
tions  to  form  a  basis  for  our  proceedings 
must  be  sufficiently  informal  and  elastic 
not  to  fetter,  as  it  AV’ere,  our  hands  at 
GA'ery  effort  we  make.  I,  therefore,  lay 
down  certain  conditions  which  seem  to  mo 
imperative  as  a  ground-Avork  of  anything 
Ave  have  to  do,  and  I  prefer  stating  that 
these  first  four  resolutions  simply  lay 
down  Avhat  appear  to  me  the  four  most 
important  conditions  on  which  Ave  must 
proceed.  First : 

That  the  powers  and  privileges  and  territoria 
rights  of  the  several  existing  colonies  shal 
remain  intact,  except  in  respect  to  such  sur¬ 
renders  as  may  be  agreed  upon  as  necessary  and 
incidental  to  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
National  Federal  Gov’crnment. 

I  think  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  desir¬ 
able  that  we  should  satisfy  the  mind  of 
each  of  the  colonies  that  Ave  have  no  inten¬ 
tion  to  cripple  their  poAvers,  to  invade  their 
[Sir  Henry  Parlies, 


rights,  to  diminish  their  authority,  except 
so  far  as  is  absolutely  necessary  in  vicAv  of 
the  great  end  to  be  accomplished,  Avliich, 
in  point  of  fact,  will  not  be  material  as 
diminishing  the  poAvers  and  privileges  and 
rights  of  the  existing  colonies.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  proposed  by  this  first  condition  of 
mine  to  satisfy  them  that  neither  their 
territorial  rights  nor  their  poAvers  of  legis¬ 
lation  for  the  Avell-being  of  their  OAvn  coun¬ 
try  Avill  be  interfered  Avitli  in  any  Avay  that 
cun  impair  the  security  of  those  rights,  and 
the  efficiency  of  their  legislative  powers. 
By  my  next  condition  I  seek  to  define 
what  seems  to  me  an  absolutely  necessary 
condition  of  anything  like  perfect  federa¬ 
tion,  that  is,  that  Australia,  as  Australia, 
shall  be  free — free  on  the  borders,  free 
eA^eryAvhere — in  its  trade  and  intercourse 
between  its  OAvn  people ;  that  there  shall 
be  no  impediment  of  any  kind — that  there 
shall  be  no  barrier  of  any  kind  betAveen 
one  section  of  the  Australian  people  and 
another;  but,  that  the  trade  and  the  general 
communication  of  these  people  shall  flow 
on  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  Avith  no  one  to  stay  its  progress  or  to 
call  it  to  account ;  in  other  Avords,  if  this 
is  carried,  it  must  necessarily  take  with  it 
the  shifting  of  the  power  of  legislation  on 
all  fiscal  questions  from  the  local  or  pro¬ 
vincial  parliaments  to  the  great  national 
Parliament  sought  to  be  created.  To  my 
mind,  it  would  be  futile  to  talk  of  union 
if  AA'c  keep  up  these  causes  of  disunion.  It 
is,  indeed,  quite  apparent  that  time,  and 
thought,  and  philosophy,  and  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Avhat  other  nations  liaA'e  done,  have 
settled  this  question  in  that  gi'oat  country 
to  which  we  must  constantly  look,  the 
United  States  of  America.  The  United 
&tat(;s  of  America  IiaA’e  a  territory  con¬ 
siderably  larger  than  all  Australasia — con- 
sidcraVjly  larger,  not  immensely  larger — and 
from  one  end  of  the  United  Slates  to  the 
other  there  is  no  custom-hoiise  office.  There 
is  absolute  freedom  of  trade  throimbout  the 
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extent  of  tlie  American  union,  and  the  high 
duties  which  the  autliors  of  the  protection¬ 
ist  tariff  are  now  levying  on  the  outside 
world  are  entirely  confined  to  the  federal 
custom  houses  on  the  sea-coast.  Now,  our 
country  is  fashioned  by  nature  in  a  remark¬ 
able  manner — in  a  manner  wliich  distin¬ 
guishes  it  from  all  other  countries  in  the  wide 
world  for  unification  for  family  life — if  I 
may  use  that  term  in  a  national  sense.  We 
are  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  world 
by  many  many  leagues  of  sea — from  all 
the  old  countries,  and  from  the  greatest  of 
the  new  countries  ;  but  we  are  separated 
from  all  countries  by  a  wide  expanse  of 
sea,  which  leaves  us  with  an  immense 
territory,  a  fruitful  territory — a  territory 
capable  of  sustaining  its  countless  mil¬ 
lions — leaves  us  compact  w- ithin  ourselves. 
So  that  if  a  perfectly  free  people  can  arise 
anywhere,  it  surely  may  arise  in  this 
favoured  land  of  Australia.  And  with  the 
example  to  which  I  have  alluded,  of  the 
free  intercourse  of  America,  and  theexample 
of  the  evils  created  by  customs  difficulties 
in  the  states  of  Europe,  I  do  not  see  how 
any  of  us  can  hesitate  in  seeking  to  find 
here  absolute  freedom  of  intercourse  among 
us.  My  next  resolution  says  : 

That  the  power  and  authority  to  impose  cus¬ 
toms  duties  shall  be  exclusively  lodged  in  the 
federal  government  and  parliament,  subject  to 
such  disposal  of  the  revenues  thence  derived  as 
shall  be  agreed  upon. 

Here  w^e  create  the  power  of  raising  reve¬ 
nues  through  theCustoms,  which,  of  course, 
will  open  the  field  to  the  great  and  aggres¬ 
sive  debates  as  to  whicli  form  of  customs 
duties  wdll  be  most  conducive  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  country  as  a  wdiole.  It  may  be 
— it  is  not  for  me  even  to  prophesy  or  to 
express  my  own  opinions  in  that  direction 
— it  may  be  that  tlie  federal  parliament 
Avill  at  once  declare  for  a  protective  policy 
for  Australia  against  the  world.  Possibly 
it  may  be  that  the  federal  parliament,  com¬ 
posed,  as  we  have  a  right  to  expect  it  wdll 


be  composed,  of  the  best  men  Australia 
can  supply,  will  propose  some  different 
policy.  I  will  not  use  words  here  to  de¬ 
scribe  that  policy — I  will  use  no  qualifying 
'words — but  let  the  federal  paidiament  pro¬ 
pose  what  policy  it  may,  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  every  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  to  cheerfully  suVjmit  to  its  decision. 
It  will  be  their  duty — the  duty  of  those 
who  hold  an  opinion  different  from  that 
which  may  be  in  the  ascendant — ^to  fight 
the  battle  out  in  the  federation,  in  the 
federal  parliament.  Taking  my  own  case 
for  a  moment,  holding  the  views  I  do,  if 
I  should  be  honored  with  a  place  in  the 
federal  parliament,  it  would  be  my  duty,  to 
the  utmost  of  my  power,  to  seek  to  embody 
in  the  fiscal  laws  of  the  country  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  what  is  known  as  free-trade.  I 
could  do  no  other  as  a  conscientious  man. 
But  suppose  the  majority  were  against  me 
it  w'ould  be  my  duty  to  cheerfully  submit 
— not  to  give  up  my  opinions — to  fight  for 
my  opinions  though  in  a  narrow  minority, 
but  to  submit  to  the  majority  that  must 
rule  in  a  free  country.  I  think  I  have 
made  apparent  in  a  very  few  words  wdiat 
I  mean  by  these  two  resolutions.  I  then 
come  to  one  to  wffiich  I  expect  an  almost 
unanimous  agreement  : 

That  the  military  and  naval  defence  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  shall  be  eutmsted  to  federal  forces,  under 
one  command. 

Whatever  our  view^s  may  be  on  other 
points,  I  think  we  shall  all  be  agreed  upon 
this  :  that  for  the  defence  of  Australasia 
to  be  economical,  to  be  efficient,  to  be 
equal  to  the  emergency  that  may  arise  at 
any  time,  it  must  be  of  a  federal  character, 
and  must  be  under  one  command.  I  am 
seeking  to  simplify  my  words  as  much  as 
possible.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  land 
forces  and  the  naval  forces  shall  be  under 
one  commander-in  chief ;  but  that  they 
should  be  under  one  kindred  command — 
that  the  naval  officer  in  command  equally 
with  the  military  officer  shall  bo  a  federal 
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officer,  and  amenable  to  the  national  go¬ 
vernment  of  Australasia.  Now,  these  are 
the  conditions  which  appear  to  me  to  be 
essentially  recjiiisite  that  we  should  decide 
in  one  way  or  the  other — that  should  be 
strictly  defined  by  this  Convention  before 
we  can  proceed  to  construct  a  bill  to  con¬ 
fer  a  constitution.  I  then  proceed  : 

Subject  to  these  and  other  necessary  provi¬ 
sions,  this  Convention  approves  of  the  fi-aming 
of  a  federal  constitution,  which  shall  establish  ; 

(1.)  A  Parliament,  to  consist  of  a  senate  and  a 
house  of  representatives, - 

What  I  mean  is  an  upper  chamber,  call 
it  what  you  may,  which  shall  have  wdthin 
itself  the  only  conservatism  possible  in  a 
democracy — the  conservatism  of  maturity 
of  judgment,  of  distinction  of  service,  of 
length  of  experience,  and  w’eight  of  char¬ 
acter — which  are  the  only  qualities  we 
can  expect  to  collect  and  bring  into  one 
body  in  a  community  young  and  inexperi¬ 
enced  as  Australia  is ;  and  a  house  of 
representatives  upon  a  thoroughly  popular 
basis.  The  resolution  proceeds  : 

the  former  consisting  of  an  equal  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  from  each  pro\'ince,  to  be  elected  hy  a  sys¬ 
tem  which  shall  provide  for  the  retirement  of 
one-third  of  the  members  every  years,  so 

securing  to  the  body  itself  a  perpetual  existence 
combined  with  definite  responsibility  to  the  elec¬ 
tors  ;  the  latter  to  be  elected  by  districts  formed 
on  a  population  basis,  and  to  possess  the  sole 
power  of  originating  and  amending  all  bills  ap¬ 
propriating  revenue  or  imposing  taxation. 

I  hold  that  these  latter  words  must  be  en- 
gi-afted  upon  any  constitution  bill,  especi- 
ally  if  the  tw^o  houses  are  elective,  because 
we  may  naturally  expect — if  W'e  have  an 
elective  upper  chamber,  whether  elected 
by  the  colonies  as  provinces  or  by  bodies 
of  electors — that  that  body  will  contend 
for  an  equal  authoiity  in  dealing  with  what 
are  called  money  bills,  unless  we  expressly 
provide  that  these  bills  shall  originate  and 
be  amended  in  that  chamber  wdiich  is  more 
directly  and  more  trutlif  ully  responsible  to 
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the  whole  body  of  the  electors.  Hence, 
then,  I  contend  that  it  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  not  to  trust  to  derivations  to  bo 
drawn  from  principles  or  practice  in  other 
countries,  but  to  expressly  provide  that  all 
money  bills  shall  originate  and  undergo 
amendment  only  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives.  The  next  clause  says  : 

A  judiciary,  consisting  of  a  federal  supreme 
court,  which  shall  constitute  a  high  court  of  ap¬ 
peal  for  Australia,  under  the  direct  authority 
of  the  Sovereign,  whose  decisions  as  such  sliall 
be  final. 

In  seeking  to  create  this  supreme  court  of 
Australia,  it  will  be  observed  that  I  .seek 
to  create  within  it  an  appellate  court  from 
which  there  shall  be  no  appeal  to  the  Queen 
in  the  Privy  Council.  For  that  reason,  if 
the  Queen  has  authority  in  England,  she 
can  have  authority  here.  If  she  forms, 
even  sentimentally,  a  part  of  the  Judicial 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  she  can 
also  form  a  similar  part  of  our  Appellate 
Court.  But  at  the  same  time  I  think  we 
shall  make  a  great  mistake  if  we  allow 
any  appeal  to  be  made  outside  the  shores 
of  the  new  Australia.  I  appeal  to,  and  I 
shall  expect  several  gentlemen,  learned  in 
the  law,  who  are  delegates  here,  to  dwell 
further,  and  in  a  much  more  definite  way 
upon  this  branch  of  the  subject  than  I 
sliall  pretend  to  do.  I  think  I  have  stated 
the  object  I  have  in  view  with  sufficient 
clearness.  The  resolutions  conclude  : 

An  executive,  consisting  of  a  governor-gene¬ 
ral,  and  such  persons  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  appointed  as  his  advisers,  such  persons  sit¬ 
ting  in  Parliament,  and  whose  term  of  office  shall 
depend  upon  theii*  possessing  the  confidence  of 
the  house  of  representatives  cxjuessed  by  the 
support  of  the  majority. 

What  is  meant  by  that  is  simply  to  call 
into  existence  a  ministry  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  the  new  nation  as  similar  as  it 
can  be  to  the  ministry  of  England — a  body 
of  constitutional  advisers  wdio  shall  stand 
as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  same  relation 
to  the  representative  of  the  Crown  hero 
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as  her  Majesty’s  imperial  advisers  stand 
ill  relation  to  the  Crown  directly.  These, 
then,  are  the  principles  which  niy  resolu¬ 
tions  seek  to  lay  down  as  a  foundation,  as 
I  have  already  stated,  for  the  new  super¬ 
structure,  my  object  being  to  invite  other 
gentlemen  to  work  upon  tliis  foundation  so 
as  to  best  advance  the  ends  we  have  in  view. 
I  again  express  my  desire  that  the  discus¬ 
sion  may  be  as  free  as  possible  ;  that  the 
amendment  of  my  scheme  may  not  be  guided 
by  any  consideration  except  what  will  be 
best  for  the  country  ;  and  that  no  import¬ 
ance  whatever  will  be  attached  to  the 
source  from  which  these  resolutions  come. 
I  think  I  have  sketched  the  grounds  of 
my  resolutions  with  sufficient  clearness, 
and,  if  so,  certainly  with  sufficient  fulness. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  my  health  will  not  per¬ 
mit  me  to  dw'ell  very  long  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject,  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  a 
few  words  on  the  general  question.  As 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  great  step  we  have 
now  taken — for  so  many  eminent  men 
from  different  parts  of  Australasia  meet¬ 
ing  in  this  chamber  as  delegates  from 
their  respective  colonies  is  in  itself  a  great 
step — as  to  the  wisdom  of  that  step  w^e 
have  the  warning  of  every  country  in  the 
world  which  has  tried  government  by  a 
confederation.  I  know  of  no  single  in¬ 
stance  where  anything  like  complete  suc¬ 
cess,  anything  like  satisfactory  success,  has 
arisen  where  there  has  been  a  number  of 
st^ites  of  equal  authority  and  power  trying 
to  govern  by  confederated  authority.  But 
we  need  not  go  any  further  than  the 
striking  example  of  the  states  which  came 
into  existence  immediately  after  the  de¬ 
claration  of  independence  in  America. 
The  history  of  those  confederated  states 
and  their  vain  attempts  to  conduct  their 
affairs  is  a  warning  for  all  time  to  a  free 
people  not  to  attempt  to  manage  their 
affairs  in  any  other  w^ay  than  by  a  solid 
united  government  representing  the  whole 
people,  ^ye  had  throughout  the  years  of 


the  revolutionary  war,  and  not  only  so, 
but  for  several  years — I  forget  at  this 
moment  how  many — of  the  new  republic, 
we  had  the  example  that  neither  in  w^ar 
nor  in  peace  were  those  confederated  states 
able  to  exercise  any  power,  and  inthelamen- 
tations  uttered  by  the  great  authors  of  the 
Union  of  their  inability  to  get  anything 
done  we  may  find  a  warning  to  all  future 
peoples  w'ho  attempt  to  govern  themselves 
as  a  whole.  The  thing  is  so  reasonable 
in  the  very  nature  of  things  that  it  hardly 
admits  of  reference  to  history  or  elaborate 
argument.  Take  our  own  example.  Here 
we  find  a  people  I  suppose  about  4,000,000 
strong.  They  have  afforded  in  the  great 
cities  of  Sydney,  Melbourne,  Adelaide, 
Brisbane,  and  Hobart  abundant  proof  of 
the  power  of  founding  an  empire.  Go  be¬ 
yond  the  cities  :  they  have  accomplished 
under  responsible  government  w’hat  ap¬ 
pear  to  me,  and  what  must  appear  to  any 
stranger  wdio  knew  the  country  thirty-five 
years  ago,  marvels  in  the  way  of  internal 
improvements.  Not  only  the  railways,  but 
the  roads,  the  telegraphs,  and  everything 
that  conduces  to  the  best  ends  of  a  civilised 
community,  has  been  achieved  by  this  scat¬ 
tered  people  in  a  marvellous  manner.  But 
all  through  this  great,  this  noble,  this  suc¬ 
cessful  effort  we  have  had  different  sources 
of  irritation,  of  bad  neighbourhood,  of  tur¬ 
moil,  of  aggression,  which,  if  they  w^ere  to 
go  on,  must  make  these  conterminous  com¬ 
munities  instead  of  being  a  people  of  one 
blood,  one  faith,  one  jurisprudence — one  in 
the  very  principles  of  civilisation  themselves 
— instead  of  that,  must  make  us  as  cavil¬ 
ling,  hostile,  disputatious  foreign  coun¬ 
tries.  The  only  way  to  stop  that  is  for 
the  whole  people — and  remember  that  the 
whole  people  in  the  final  result  must  be 
the  arbiters — to  join  in  creating  one  great 
union  government  which  shall  act  for 
the  whole.  That  government  must,  of 
course,  be  sufficiently  strong  to  act  with 
effect,  to  act  successfully,  and  it  must  be 
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sufficiently  strong  to  carry  tbe  name  and 
tlie  fame  of  Australia  with  unspotted 
beauty,  and  with  uncrippled  power  through¬ 
out  the  world.  One  great  end,  to  my  mind, 
of  a  federated  Australia  is  that  it  must  of 
necessity  secure  for  Australia  a  place  in 
the  family  of  nations,  wliich  it  never  can 
attain  while  it  is  split  up  into  separate 
colonies  with  antagonistic  laws,  and  with 
hardly  anything  in  common.  I  do  not 
now,  Mr.  President,  dwell  upon  the  many 
conflicts  in  the  laws  of  these  colonies  which 
ought  not  to  exist,  such  as  the  conflicts  in 
our  marriage  laws,  in  the  laws  governing 
all  monetary  and  financial  institutions — I 
do  not  dwell  upon  these  things — they  are 
too  numerous  for  me  at  this  time — but 
every  one  of  us  knows  the  extent  of  the 
evil  resulting  from  this  want  of  harmony. 
All  that  can  he  cured  ;  but  it  can  be  cured 
only  by  one  great  union  government 
which  shall  faithfully  represent  us  all.  I 
regret  to  say,  Mr.  President,  that  my 
strength  is  not  such  as  will  enable  me  to 
keep  on  my  feet  many  minutes  longer.  I 
have  submitted  these  resolutions — perhaps 
it  is  all  the  better — without  any  great 
eftbrt  in  their  suppoii.  I  trust  I  have  ex¬ 
plained  them  with  a  clearness  sufficient  for 
my  purpose,  and  I  trust  that  I  have  in¬ 
dicated  with  a  clearness  sufficient  what 
tlie  great  object  we  aim  at  must  be,  and 
the  means  by  which  alone  we  can  hope 
to  accomplish  it.  I  do  not  doubt  that  the 
gentlemen  present  will  each  of  them 
address  themselves  to  the  subject  which,  I 
think,  the  resolutions  have  the  merit  of 
fairly  launching  in  a  spirit  of  patriotism, 
always  keeping  in  view  the  welfare,  the 
prosperity,  the  united  strength,  and  the 
ultimate  glory  of  our  common  country. 
We  cannot  fail  if  we  set  about  this  work 
in  earnest.  I  shall  say  no  more  now 
for  the  reason  I  have  stated,  but  reserve 
anything  that  I  may  wish  to  advance  in 
further  support  of  these  resolutions  to 
the  reply  which  I  liave  no  doubt  will 
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be  accorded  to  me.  I  have  the  honor  to 
propose  the  resolutions  standing  in  my 
name; 

Question  proposed. 

The  President  then  resumed  the  chair. 

Sir  SxUIUEL  GPvIFFrni :  As  no  hon. 
member  desires  to  proceed  with  the  debate 
just  now,  and  it  is  possible  that  some  hon. 
member  may  be  willing  to  speak  this 
afternoon,  I  would  suggest,  Mr.  President, 
that  you  should  leave  the  chair  until  an 
hour  which  may  be  considered  most  con¬ 
venient  for  the  Convention  to  meet  in 
the  afternoon. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  There  is  a  feeling 
among  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  Con¬ 
vention  that  it  w’ould  be  extremely  desir¬ 
able  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  wlien 
vre  should  go  on  wdth  the  general  discus¬ 
sion.  Of  course,  if  any  lion,  gentleman 
is  desirous  of  continuing  the  discussion 
raised  by  you,  sir,  on  your  resolutions  to¬ 
day,  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  would  like  to  prevent  that  from  taking 
2ilace.  But  we  ought  to  have  an  assurance 
from  some  hon.  member  that  he  is  prepared 
to  continue  the  discussion  if  we  meet  here 
at  half-past  2  o’clock  tliis  afternoon. 

Sir  J OHN  BIl AY  :  It  will  be  conveni¬ 
ent,  perhaps,  that  some  gentleman  present, 
who  is  prepared  to  resume  the  discussion, 
should  move  an  adjournment  until  that 
time. 

The  President  :  If  an  intimation  is 
made  that  an  hon.  gentleman  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  up  the  debate  at  half-past  2 
o’clock,  I  wull  leave  the  chair  now,  and 
take  it  again  at  tliat  hour.  If  there  is  a 
desire  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  I  think 
the  adjournment  must  be  made  by  motion. 
But  I  would  suggest  that  my  leaving  the 
chair  until  half-past  2  o’clock  is  the  pre¬ 
ferable  course. 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  The  understanding  here 
was  that  one  of  the  senior  members  of  the 
Convention  was  likely  to  move  the  ad¬ 
journment  of  the  debate  until  half-past  2 
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o’clock  this  afternoon.  If  tliat  is  not  tlio 
case,  I  sliall  myself  be  prepared  to  move 
an  adjournment  until  that  hour. 

The  President  left  the  chair ^  and  resumed 
it  at  half  fast  2  d clock. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GEIFEITII :  I  should 
have  preferred,  Mr.  President,  that  my 
hoii.  friend  beside  me,  the  Hon.  James 
Munro,  Prime  Minister  of  the  great  colony 
of  Victoria,  should  have  followed  you  in 
the  debate  on  the  resolutions  that  you  have 
submitted  to  us.  But  we  are  all  of  us,  I 
suppose,  conversant  with  the  subject  which 
we  are  met  to  discuss,  and  under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances  I  think  that  no  useful  purpose 
can  be  served  by  delaying  the  discussion. 
You,  sir,  have  set  us  a  very  good  example 
in  many  respects  in  the  speech  in  which 
you  opened  it.  I  trust  that  the  various 
speakers  who  may  address  the  Convention 
will  not  be  unduly  long,  while  I  hope,  at 
the  same  time,  that  they  'will  address  them¬ 
selves  in  detail  to  the  important  matters 
which  Ave  have  to  consider.  I  do  not  pro¬ 
pose  to  address  myself  to  the  general  as¬ 
pects  of  the  question,  because  I  feel  that  I 
could  not  usefully  add  anything  to  what 
has  been  so  well  said  by  yourself,  nor  could 
I  say  it  so  well ;  but  I  propose  to  offer 
some  observations  which  I  think  may  be 
worthy  of  consideration  before  we  come  to 
a  conclusion  upon  the  important  matters 
submitted  in  these  resolutions.  The  first 
of  the  propositions,  or  the  principles,  sir, 
that  you  ask  the  Convention  to  affirm,  is 
really,  I  think,  the  fundamental  one  of  all. 
It  is  the  question  upon  which  public  opinion 
in  the  colonies  is  most  agitated,  namely, 
how  far  the  separate  self-governing  states 
on  this  continent  are  to  surrender  their 
powers  of  autonomy.  The  proposition 
which  you  enunciate  is  this : 

That  the  powers  and  i>rivdleges  and  territorial 
rights  of  the  several  existing  colonics  shall  re¬ 
main  intact,  except  in  respect  to  such  sur¬ 
renders  as  may  be  agreed  upon  as  necessary  and 
incidental  to  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
national  federal  government* 


Entirely  concuiTing  in  that  proposition,  I 
do  not  propose  to  offer  many  w'ords  in  sup¬ 
port  of  it.  But  I  will  make  this  obser¬ 
vation  :  that  that  indication  of  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  federal  government  is  really 
the  key  to  the  whole  of  the  resolutions  that 
follow.  We  are  met  here  to  devise  a  con¬ 
stitution,  that  is,  a  great  governmental 
machine  to  govern  the  general  affaii’s  of 
Australia.  But  before  we  can  attempt  to 
indicate  what  the  nature  of  that  machine 
should  be,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
we  should  have  a  clear  conception  of  the 
work  that  it  has  to  perform.  The  work 
that  has  to  be  performed  by  independent 
states  or  provinces,  of  which  we  have 
several  in  Australia  at  the  present  time, 
is  in  many  respects  very  different  from 
the  work  that  'will  have  to  be  performed 
by  that  general  governmental  machine,  and 
that  consideration  must  be  ever  present 
to  our  minds  in  considering  both  the  rela¬ 
tive  functions  of  the  two  houses  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  and  the  relation  that  is  to  exist 
between  the  executive  and  the  legislative 
departments  of  government.  Por  instance 
— and  I  will  refer  to  this  more  particu¬ 
larly  later  on — the  relationship  between 
two  houses  of  Parliament  tfiat  is  quite  ap¬ 
plicable  to,  and,  I  may  say,  is  manifestly 
the  proper  one  to  adopt  in,  a  single  self-con¬ 
tained  state  may  not  necessarily  be  equally 
well  adapted  to  a  federation  of  states.  It 
may  well  be  that  the  relations  of  the 
smaller  house — the  senate  I  will  call  it, 
using  the  word  you  have  used  in  the 
resolution — to  the  other  house  represent¬ 
ing  the  people  directly,  may  be  different 
in  a  state  of  that  kind.  But  I  say  that 
in  considering  all  these  matters  we  must 
bcai'  in  mind  the  functions  which  the 
general  government  and  the  general  par¬ 
liament  have  to  perform.  AVithout  refer¬ 
ring  more  in  detail  to  that  just  now,  I 
will  pass  on  to  the  first  of  the  great  sub¬ 
jects  you  have  referred  to  in  the  resolu¬ 
tions  as  one  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  federal 
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parliament^  thequestion  of  tariff  orciistoms. 
You  propose  to  affirm  that  there  shall  be 
free-trade  between  the  provinces,  and  that 
the  general  parliament  alone  shall  have  the 
power  to  impose  any  restrictions  upon 
trade,  or  to  raise  revenue  from  cus¬ 
toms,  Yot  dissenting  in  tlie  smallest 
degree  from  that  proposal,  I  offer  no  obser¬ 
vation  either  in  support  of  or  against  it. 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  until  some  op¬ 
position  is  shown  to  it,  to  offer  any  fur¬ 
ther  observations  than  you  made  in  support 
of  it.  But  I  would  point  out  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  moment  that  the  establishment  of  a 
federal  tariff  must  be  subsequent  to  the 
establishment  of  a  federal  parliament.  The 
time  that  wdll  be  occupied  in  devising  a 
federal  tariff  is  at  present  unknown  to  us, 
and  I  think  it  follows  almost  as  a  matter  of 
course  that,  until  that  federal  tariff — that 
federal  customs  system — is  adopted  there 
must  be  a  continuance  of  the  existing 
system — and  that  for  more  reasons  than 
one.  Fii*st,  because  otherwise  there  would, 
for  some  time,  be  no  source  of  revenue 
from  the  customs  at  all,  and  the  various 
states  would  be  thrown  at  once  into  a 
condition  of  inability  to  meet  their  en¬ 
gagements  and  carry  on  their  functions. 
That  is  the  first  and  most  obvious  reason ; 
but  beyond  that  there  is  another  question, 
which  is  a  very  serious  one  for  us  all 
to  consider,  and  it  is  this  :  We  in  these 
colonies  have  been  in  the  habit  of  relying 
to  a  very  large  extent  for  our  revenue  upon 
customs  tariffs.  The  conditions  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  in  that  respect  are  very  different 
from  those  of  the  American  States,  which 
have  never  of  late  years — never  since  the 
very  earliest  inception  of  their  present  con¬ 
stitution — had  to  rely  upon  tlie  customs  for 
revenue.  Their  revenue  has  been  derived 
from  internal  sources.  We,  in  Australia, 
all  rely  to  a  large  extent  on  customs  reve¬ 
nue  ;  and  some  security  must  be  de\ised 
that  the  future  customs  revenue  will  still 
be  available,  and  will  be  sufficient  when 
[5tr  Samusl  Griffith, 


distributed  for  the  needs  of  the  separate 
provinces.  T  myself  do  not  apprehend 
that  when  the  federal  parliament  meets 
any  practical  difficulty  will  be  found  in 
raising  a  sufficient  external  revenue  by 
means  of  the  customs,  a  revenue  equal, 
or  nearly  equal,  to  that  now  raised  by  the 
colonies  separately.  An  equal  amount  cer¬ 
tainly  must  be  raised.  In  the  third  of  these 
resolutions,  you  have  referred  to  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  that  revenue.  It  appears  to  me  that 
we  must  carefully  bear  in  mind  through¬ 
out  our  deliberations  here  the  necessity  of 
providing  a  sufficient  amount  of  revenue 
to  bo  disposed  of  amongst  the  separate 
states,  I  do  not  at  present  indicate,  nor 
am  I  in  a  position  to  do  so,  how  that  will 
be  secured ;  but  I  will  just  indicate  the 
great  difficulty  which  might  arise  under 
some  circumstances,  which  I  do  not  think 
likely  to  happen.  Suppose  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  were  to  consider  it  desirable  that 
there  should  be  something  like  absolute 
free-trade,  or  as  near  free- trade  as  po.ssible, 
that  as  small  an  amount  of  money  should 
be  raised  by  customs  as  is  compatible  with 
the  existence  of  the  government.  Then 
some  other  means  of  raisinor  revenue  would 
have  to  be  devised  by  the  separate  states. 
I  mention  that,  not  because  I  whli  to 
refer  particularly  to  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  in  respect  to  which  a  great  many 
members  of  the  Convention  have  a  much 
larger  knowledge  than  I  possess ;  but 
because  it  is  a  subject  which  requires 
to  be  carefully  considered.  We  must 
secure  for  the  federal  government  and 
for  the  separate  governments,  who  will 
derive  great  part  of  their  revenue  from 
the  surplus  customs  income  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  government,  a  sufficiency  of  money 
to  caiTy  on  their  w’ork.  In  considering 
that  also,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the 
essential  condition  that  this  is  to  be  a 
federation  of  states,  and  not  a  single  go¬ 
vernment  for  Australia.  I  will  make  that 
clear  later  on.  I  do  not  at  present  pro- 
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pose  to  offer  any  observations  in  respect 
to  military  and  naval  defences.  We  arc 
all  agreed  that  there  must  be  one  com¬ 
mand — of  course,  there  must  be  sub-com¬ 
mands — but  those  are  matters  of  detail. 
Concurring,  as  I  do,  with  the  general 
propositions  which  you  have  laid  down  as 
to  the  general  functions  of  tlie  macliine 
that  is  to  be  constructed,  I  wish  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  consider  the  question  of  the  legis¬ 
lative  and  executive  power,  because  that 
is  the  machine  which  has  to  work,  and  it 
is  our  business,  if  we  are  capable  of  doing 
our  work — it  is  our  business  whether  we 
are  capable  or  not — to  devise  a  scheme  that 
will  work,  and  to  avoid  any  possible  or  prob¬ 
able  sources  of  friction,  as  far  as  historical 
information  will  enable  us  to  do  so.  And 
here  let  me  insist  upon  the  essential  condi¬ 
tion — tlie  preliminary  condition — that  the 
separate  states  are  to  continue  as  autono¬ 
mous  bodies,  surrendering  only  so  much  of 
their  powers  as  is  necessary  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  general  government  to  do 
for  them  collectively  \vhat  they  cannot 
do  individually  for  themselves,  and  which 
they  cannot  do  as  a  collective  body  for 
themselves.  You  propose  that  there  shall 
be  a  parliament  of  two  houses — a  senate 
and  a  house  of  representatives,  you  pro¬ 
pose  to  call  them,  and  I  know  of  no  better 
terms — that  in  one  the  states  shall  be  repi'e- 
sented  equally,  and  in  the  other  the  people 
of  Australia  in  proportion  to  population. 
What  docs  that  mean  ?  I  ask  lion,  gen¬ 
tlemen  here  to  consider  the  full  extent  of 
all  that  is  involved  in  the  proposition,  be¬ 
cause  I  take  it  that  it  is  the  key  to  the 
whole  of  what  follows.  For  it  means  this, 
in  the  language  of  one  of  the  'svriters  of 
those  admirable  papers  wdiich  we  have  all 
read,  written  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
the  American  States  and  the  state  of 
Now  York,  in  particular,  to  adopt  the 
federal  constitution  of  America — that  every 
law  submitted  to  the  federal  parliament 
shall  receive  the  assent  of  the  majority 


of  the  people,  and  also  the  assent  of  the 
majority  of  the  states.  That  is  the  essen¬ 
tial  condition  of  the  American  Constitu¬ 
tion.  It  has  given  rise,  no  doubt,  to  much 
friction ;  but  any  form  of  government 
probably  will,  unless  one  body  is  abso¬ 
lutely  preponderating  in  power.  But  that 
Ls  a  condition  absolutely  new  to  us  in  Aus¬ 
tralia.  It  is  absolutely  new  to  us  in  the 
British  empire,  that  every  law  shall  receive 
the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  as 
well  as  of  a  majority  of  the  states.  And  I 
particularly  wish  hon.  gentlemen  here  to 
consider  how  that  will  affect  the  concluding 
words  of  this  first  proposal  as  to  the  form 
of  the  constitution,  and  also  how  it  will  affect 
the  relation.ship  of  the  executive  to  the  jiar- 
liament — that  everything  has  to  receive 
the  assent  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
and  the  assent  of  the  majority  of  the  states. 
Our  present  system  in  the  colonies  and  in 
the  British  Parliament,  as  'well  as  in  that 
of  Canada,  is  that  one  house  has  a  pre¬ 
ponderating  influenca  It  is  practically 
sufficient  for  most  purposes  of  government 
that  a  measure  should  commend  itself  to 
that  house,  and  if  it  commends  itself  to 
that  house  it  will  sooner  or  later  have  the 
force  of  law.  The  other  house  is  a  weaker, 
not  so  independent  a  body  ;  it  can  exer¬ 
cise  at  most  a  power  of  delay  to  prevent 
undue  haste  in  government ;  but  sooner  or 
later  it  has  to  give  way.  But  if  you  re¬ 
cognise  the  principle — and  I  think  we 
must  if  we  are  to  get  federation  of  the 
Australian  colonies — that  the  states  must 
also  concur  by  a  majority  in  every  pro¬ 
posal,  then  one  house  cannot  have  that 
preponderating  influence.  There  must  be 
on  all  important  matters  a  deliberate  and 
not  acoerceil  concurrenceof  thetwobi'anches 
of  the  legislature.  As  to  the  constitution 
of  the  senate,  I  may  bo  j^ermitted  to  say 
that  I  believe  it  can  only  be  satisfactorily 
framed  on  a  basis  such  as  is  indicated  in 
the  resolution,  that  there  shall  he  an  equal 
number  of  members  from  each  state,  and 
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that  they  shall  retire  periodically ;  that  is  to 
say,  it  shall  be  a  body  incapable  of  disso¬ 
lution — a  continuous  body  periodically  re¬ 
newed  by  the  vacation  of  office  of  a  portion 
of  its  members.  The  number  of  yeai*s  that 
they  should  hold  office,  is  entirely  a  matter  of 
detail.  In  respect  to  the  concluding  words 
of  the  resolution,  in  which  you  propose  that 
the  lower  house  shall  have  the  sole  power 
of  originating  and  amending  all  bills  api^ro- 
priating  revenue  or  imposing  taxation,  I 
desire  to  say  that  as  at  present  advised  it 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  quite  inconsistent 
with  the  independent  existence  of  the 
senate  as  representing  the  separate  states. 
The  functions  of  a  legislative  council  are 
all  more  or  less  supposed  to  be  founded  on 
tliose  of  the  House  of  Lords,  the  powers 
of  which  have  become  considerably  dimin¬ 
ished,  and  are  now  principally  those  of  a 
checking  and  a  useful  revising  body.  This 
is  the  case  with  regard  to  our  councils, 
especially  the  nominee  bodies  which  exist 
in  many  of  the  colonies.  The  elective 
councils  have  a  more  real  control ;  but  in 
all  great  contests  between  the  two  houses 
of  parliament,  one  representing  the  whole 
body  of  the  people,  and  the  other  repre¬ 
senting  only  part  of  them,  the  body  repre¬ 
senting  only  part  of  the  people  has  neces¬ 
sarily  had  to  give  way  ;  and  it  has  become 
recognised  that  the  two  houses  have  not 
in  substance,  although  they  have  in  form, 
equal  authority  in  the  state.  I  understand 
that  the  first  part  of  this  proposition  in¬ 
volves  the  assumption  that  the  two  houses 
shall  have  equal  powers,  and  that  all  that 
is  to  be  done  shall  be  by  the  concurrence 
of  the  people  and  the  states.  If  that  is  so, 
I  take  it  that  the  least  you  can  give  to  the 
house  representing  the  states  as  states,  is 
an  absolute  power  of  veto  upon  anything 
that  the  majority  of  the  states  think  ought 
not  to  be  adopted.  I  will  illustrate  that 
by  one  or  two  probable  instances.  The 
limitation  suggested  in  this  resolution  is 
merely  as  to  bills  originating  the  appropria- 
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tion  of  revenue  or  imposing  taxes.  Tliat 
is,  indeed,  the  only  restriction  that  is  in 
form  adopted  in  any  of  the  constitutions 
we  have.  Nor  do  I  suggest  fora  moment 
that  any  but  the  house  representing  the 
people  directly  should  have  the  power  of 
originating  taxation,  or  of  originating  ex¬ 
penditure.  But  if  every  law  has  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  approval  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  as  well  as  of  the  majority  of  the 
states,  it  follows  that  they  must  have  the 
power  of  refusing  their  assent  to  any  pro¬ 
posed  taxation  or  to  any  proposed  expendi- 
tura 

Mr.  Playford  :  That  is  involved  in  the 
resolution  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  resolution  strikes  at  that 
altogether.  Suppose  that  it  was  proposed 
by  the  per.sons  having  the  conduct  of  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  house  of  representatives  to  ex¬ 
pend  a  large  sum  of  money,  say,  in  estab- 
lishinga  federal  arsenal  in  a  particular  place, 
or  in  raising  a  large  body  of  troops,  and 
suppose  that  the  proposal  w^ere  embodied, 
as  it  might  well  be,  in  an  appropriation 
bill,  should  the  senate  representing  the 
states  have  the  power  to  veto  that  expen¬ 
diture,  or  should  it  not?  That  is  the 
form  in  which  the  question  has  arisen  in 
the  vaiious  colonies.  It  may  be  in  Austiti- 
lia,  where  we  have  some  very  large  colonies 
and  some  very  small  ones,  that  a  majority 
representing,  perhaps,  two  colonies  only, 
would  have  practically  the  power  of  en¬ 
forcing  that  expenditure  against  the  will 
of  the  majority  of  the  states.  And  they 
would  have  it,  if  it  were  not  competent 
for  the  senate  representing  the  states  to 
exercise  the  power  of  veto  as  to  any 
item  of  expenditure  of  which  tliey  disap 
proved.  That  is  a  matter  which  must  bo 
considered,  and  I  bring  it  up  at  this  early 
stage  because  it  requires  the  fullest  con¬ 
sideration  from  every  gentleman  present. 
We  must  know  exactly  what  we  mean — 
whether  we  mean  that  the  senate  repre- 
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sentiiig  the  states  is  to  have  the  power 
of  vetoing  any  law  or  anything  in  the 
nature  of  a  law,  because  the  authorisation 
of  expenditure  for  important  purposes  is 
in  the  nature  of  a  law,  or  whether  we  do 
not  mean  that.  We  must  make  up  our 
minds  as  to  what  we  do  mean.  When 
Ave  have  done  that  we  can  easily  express 
our  meaning.  1  cannot  see  at  present  how 
it  is  possible  for  the  lower  house  alone  to 
have  practically  uncontrolled  authority 
over  expenditure ;  how  it  is  possible  to 
reconcile  that  principle  with  the  principle 
that  everything  done  by  the  federal  legis¬ 
lature  must  have  the  assent  of  a  majority 
of  the  states.  I  hope  that  hon.  gentlemen 
Avill  consider  the  matter  and  address  them¬ 
selves  to  it.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  ex¬ 
pressing  what  I  believe  to  be  the  true 
solution  of  the  question,  not  only  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  practical  necessity  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  federal  constitution,  but 
the  best  adapted  for  its  stability  Avhen  es¬ 
tablished.  I  do  not  think  that  the  smaller 
Australian  colonies  Avill  be  content  to  re¬ 
linquish  the  power  of  exercising  the  A’eto 
by  a  majority  of  states  in  regard  to  any 
proposal  in  the  federal  legislature,  and  I 
do  not  think  it  desirable  that  they  should 
do  so,  because  it  Avould  be  departing  from 
the  fundamental  principle  enunciated  in 
the  first  resolution,  that  we  are  only  surren¬ 
dering  to  the  general  government  what  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  of  Australia,  leaving  to  the  several 
states  their  autonomy.  If  Ave  lea\"e  to  the 
states  a  power  of  autonomy  as  ample  as 
the  resolution  indicates,  we  must  leave 
them  their  individual  existence  as  state 
entities  capable  individually  of  voting  as 
states  in  favour  of  or  in  opposition  to  any 
proposed  federal  legislation.  Without 
that  a  source  of  friction  Avill  exist  for  the 
future.  It  may  bo  said  that  Ave  are  not 
familiar  Avith  this  form  of  constitution. 
In  the  British  empire  there  is  no  instance 
of  two  houses  of  parliament  having  co- 
c 


ordinate  authority ;  but  Ave  liave  an  in¬ 
stance  of  it  in  Amenca. 

Mr.  Playford  :  We  shall  have  to  have 
an  executive  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  will 
come  to  that  directly.  These  are  questions 
which  lie  at  the  root  of  the  whole  matter, 
and  until  we  know  our  OAvn  minds 
upon  them  we  cannot  make  much  pro¬ 
gress  in  any  matters  of  detail.  It  Avas 
pointed  out  early  in  the  history  of  America 
that  there  Avas  great  danger  of  friction  be¬ 
tween  the  tAvo  houses  diflferently  consti¬ 
tuted.  It  is  said  it  was  only  a  compro¬ 
mise — that  no  one  thought  it  Avas  the  best 
plan  at  that  time,  but  it  Avas  the  only 
compromise  possible.  I  belie A’e  myself,  as 
I  said  just  now,  it  is  the  only  compromise 
possible  now,  and  it  is  proposed  in  these 
resolutions.  I  also  believe  from  the 
history  of  America  for  100  years  that  it 
Avas  the  best  plan  that  could  be  deAused, 
and  that  Ave  should  do  well  to  follow’^  it, 
as  you  do,  sir.  But  I  also  desire  at  the 
present  moment  to  point  out  the  necessary 
consequence  of  adopting  that  principle, 
that  we  may  knoAv  exactly  Avhat  Ave  are 
doing.  I  Avill  not  further  occupy  time  on 
that  matter.  I  desire  at  present  rather  to 
indicate  these  questions,  Avhich  must  neces¬ 
sarily  be  considered  and  solved  as  prelim h 
nary  questions,  than  to  argue  at  great 
length  in  support  of  any  of  them.  Indeed, 
sir,  I  desire  to  fSlloAV  your  examine  tliis^ 
morning  of  brevity  as  far  as  possible. 
With  regard  to  the  judiciary  I  do  not  pro¬ 
pose  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Convention: 
now,  I  believe  there  should  be  a  supreme- 
court,  and  that  not  on  the  American  model, 
but  a  real  court  of  appeal  for  Austi'alia 
from  all  the  Australian  courts.  Whether 
it  should  be  absolutely  final,  or  Avheiher 
there  should  be  under  any  conditions 
a  right  of  appeal  to  a  supremo  court 
representing  the  whole  empire,  dillercntly 
constituted  certainly  from  that  which  noAV 
exercises  that  jurisdiction — Avhether  thero 
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bIiouIcI  be  such  an  ultimate  power  of  ap¬ 
peal  under  conditions,  is  a  matter  which 
may  be  considered  later.  I  confess  that  on 
that  point  my  mind  is  open  to  conviction 
either  way.  But  next  to  the  question  of 
the  constitution  of  the  Parliament,  the 
legislative  body,  leaving  aside  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  judiciary,  upon  which  I  believe 
we  are  nearly  all  agreed — comes  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  executive  government;  because, 
after  all, the  legislature  sits  only  sometimes, 
it  is  not  in  perpetual  session,  while  the 
work  of  the  government  must  be  carried 
on  every  day.  Now,  here  again,  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  relationship  of  the  executive 
to  the  legislature  appears  on  the  threshold. 
We  are  accustomed  in  these  colonies,  as 
we  have  been  accustomed  from  our  read¬ 
ing  of  the  history  of  the  United  Kingdom 
for  the  last  100  years — not  more,  not  so 
much  indeed — to  the  system  called  re¬ 
sponsible  government,  and  I  will  venture 
to  say  that  there  are  many  misapprehen¬ 
sions  as  to  what  is  the  essence  of  the 
system  called  responsible  government. 
We  are  accustomed  to  think  that  the 
essence  of  responsible  government  is  this  ; 
that  the  ministers  of  state  have  seats,  most 
of  them,  in  the  low^er  house  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  and  that  when  they  are  defeated  on 
an  important  measure  they  go  out  of 
office.  That  I  venture,  with  the  greatest 
submission,  to  say  is  only  an  accident  of 
responsible  government,  and  not  its  prin¬ 
ciple  or  its  essence.  In  form— legal  form, 
I  mean,  statutory  form — so  far  as  our 
written  Constitution  goes,  and  so  far  as 
the  unwritten  and  partly  written  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  Kingdom  goes, 
the  system  depends  on  these  propositions 
— that  the  ministers  are  appointed  by  the 
head  of  the  state,  the  Sovereign,  or  her 
representative,  and  that  they  may  hold 
seats  in  Parliament.  That  is  all  that  will 
be  found  in  the  Con.stitution  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  They  are  appointed  by  the 
head  of  the  state,  and  some  of  them  may 
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hold  seats  in  Parliament — a  limited  num¬ 
ber.  That  is  part  of  the  written  Con¬ 
stitution.  In  the  Australian  colonies, 
with  few  exceptions,  the  same  propositions 
are  the  only  ones  that  are  to  be  found  laid 
down  by  positive  law.  The  ministers  are 
appointed  by  the  head  of  the  state — the 
Sovereign's  representative — and  they  hold 
office  during  liis  pleasure,  and  they  may, 
or  a  certain  number  may,  hold  seats  in 
Parliament.  In  two  of  tlie  colonies,  I 
believe,  is  to  be  found  an  innovation,  an 
addition  to  this  proposition,  stereotyping 
in  formal  language  the  practice  that  has 
gi-own  up  in  Great  Britain  and  in  the 
other  colonies  since  the  system  of  respon¬ 
sible  government  has  been  invented  ;  that 
is,  that  some  of  the  ministers  shall  hold 
seats  in  Parliament.  Victoria  and  South 
Australia,  I  believe,  have  provisions  of 
that  kind. 

Mr.  Bartox  :  And  Western  Australia  1 
Sir  SAMUEL  GHIFFITH  :  But  that 
is  not  common  by  any  means  to  the  system 
of  responsible  government,  as  it  is  kno\\Ti 
throughout  the  British  empire,  nor  as  it 
is  known  in  the  other  European  countries 
where  they  have  adopted,  after  profound 
study,  wdiat  they  believe  to  be  the  essential 
principles  of  the  British  Constitution  as  at 
present  administered. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  It  all  comes  to  the  same 
thing  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  it  does  not  at  all  come  to  the 
same  thing.  And  here  I  would  again  refer 
to  that  fundamental  principle  that  the 
two  houses  are  differently  constituted,  and 
that  one  is  of  equal  authority  "with  the 
other — the  one  represents  the  states  as 
Et€ate.s,  and  the  other  represents  the  people 
as  people.  Now  in  America  the  directly 
opposite  form  of  government  from  that 
which  we  call  responsiblo  government 
has  been  adopted.  I  submit  with  great 
deference  that  the  essential  diflerenco 
is  tliis  :  that  there  the  ministers  may  not 
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sit  ill  Parliament,  wliereas  under  our  form 
of  government  ministers  may  sit  in  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  in  practice  do.  In  the  other 
form  of  government  they  cannot  sit  in 
Parliament,  they  are  expressly  dissociated 
from  Parliament.  The  origin  of  this  dif¬ 
ference  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  framers 
of  the  American  Constitution  had  been 
frightened  by  the  tendency  then  lately  ex¬ 
hibited  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  min¬ 
isters  to  overawe  Parliament,  and  they 
thought  it  extremely  desirable  to  separate 
the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of 
government,  following  the  arguments  of  a 
great  writer — I  should  rather  say  a  cele¬ 
brated  writer — of  those  days,  Montes 
quieu,  the  wisdom  of  whose  observations 
and  the  accuracy  of  whose  deductions 
and  assumption  of  principles  may  be,  I 
submit  with  great  respect,  very  open  to 
doubt.  But  the  Americans  adopted  that 
system — tliat  the  executive  shall  be  en¬ 
tirely  dLssociated  from  Parliament,  and 
therefore  may  not  sit  in  Parliament.  As 
I  believe  that  the  history  of  the  American 
Constitution  has  sliown  the  wisdom  of 
having  two  houses  of  equal  and  co-ordinate 
authority,  so  also  has  it  shown  the  unwis¬ 
dom  of  the  system  there  adopted  of  having 
ministers  dissociated,  and  the  executive 
government  entirely  dis.sociated,  from  the 
legislature.  It  has  taught  us  the  lesson  that 
the  character  of  legislation,  the  manner  of 
legislation,  and  the  result  of  legislation,  the 
orderly  conduct  of  business,  and  the  good 
government  of  the  country,  are  not  nearly 
so  well  attained  under  the  American  sys¬ 
tem,  wliere  the  executive  is  dissociated 
from  Piirliament,  as  under  the  system  we 
have,  where  practically  ministers  arc  inti¬ 
mately  associated  with  Parliament.  But 
this  is  what  I  de.sire  to  point  out.  In 
America  w’o  have  the  system  of  two 
houses  with  co-ordinate  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Baker  :  Not  quite  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Well,  for 
the  purpose  I  am  speaking  of.  When  I 


use  the  word  co-ordinate,  I  use  it  with 
reference  to  w  hat  I  said  before — that  the 
house  representing  the  states  must  concur 
in  every  law  that  is  passed.  We  have  had 
in  America  the  system  of  tw’o  houses  with 
powers  co-ordinate  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  No  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  say  co¬ 
ordinate  for  the  purpose  of  which  I  am 
speaking — that  the  states  must  concur  as 
well  as  the  people  in  the  passing  of  any 
law.  We  have  on  the  one  hand  the  system 
of  minister.s  being  dissociated  and  excluded 
from  Parliament.  We  have  on  the  other 
hand,  in  all  the  British- speaking  communi- 
tie>s,  the  other  system — the  system  w^herc 
one  house  is  practically  predominant,  and 
where  ministers  have  been  associated  with, 
and  have  practically,  during  the  last  fifty 
or  sixty  years,  de])ended  for  their  existence 
entirely  upon,  the  pleasure  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Now,  what  is  proposed  to  be  done  ? 
We  propose,  as  I  understand  it,  assuming 
that  the  house  representing  the  states  is 
to  have  the  authority  which  I  think  it 
must  and  ought  to  have,  to  associate  wdth 
it  a  system  which  has  never  in  the  history 
of  the  world  been  tried  in  conjunction 
with  it.  We  propose  to  have  an  executive 
government  having  possibly,  and  having 
probably,  seats  in  Parliament,  How  shall 
we  guarantee  that  the  machine  w  ill  work 
if  we  insist  that  these  ministers  shall  hold 
their  offices  in  form  as  well  as  in  reality, 
by  the  will  of  one  house  only  ?  Does  not 
the  possibility  of  a  very  serious  deadlock 
occur  here  to  every  hon.  gentleman  at 
once  ?  The  majority  of  one  house  of  the 
legislature  will  certainly  be  made  up  of 
the  representatives  of  the  larger  colonics. 
PrOlxibly  two  colonies  in  tliat  liouse  will 
be  able  to  oversliadow  all  the  rest. 

jNIr.  Playford  :  Possibly  cne  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Possibly 
one  some  day  ;  but  almost  certainly  two 
at  no  distant  date.  Now%  that  majority 
representing  the  people  of  these  two  states 
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in  that  liouse  would  have  the  making 
and  unmaking  of  governments.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  would  be  an  independent 
body  in  the  constitution  representing  the 
states.  Suppose  that  independent  body 
in  the  Constitution  representing  the  states 
differed  from  these  two  states — and  I  look 
to  more  than  six  or  seven  states  in  this 
territory — suppose  they  differed  from  the 
liouse  of  representatives  representing  two 
states,  there  would  be  certainly  a  deadlock 
at  once.  Such  a  thing,  I  believe,  occurred 
in  one  of  the  neighbouring  colonies  not 
very  long  ago.  I  point  this  out  as  a  thing 
that  may  happen.  I  point  out  also  that 
the  experiment  we  propose  to  try  has 
never  yet  been  tried.  We  must  take  into 
consideration  the  existence  of  those  two 
forces  possibly  hostile,  even  probably  hos¬ 
tile,  before,  say,  fifty  or  a  hundred  years 
are  over,  and  we  must  frame  our  constitu¬ 
tion  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  work  if  that 
friction  does  arise. 

Mr.  Playford  :  We  wdll  have  the  re¬ 
ferendum  ;  we  will  do  it  that  way  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  What  is 
the  way  to  do  it  I  am  not  now  consider¬ 
ing.  Rut  I  hope  I  am  not  misundei-stood 
in  calling  attention  to  that  difficulty  as 
likely  to  arise.  I  believe  myself  that  the 
system  which  we  call  responsible  govern¬ 
ment  is  the  best  that  has  yet  been  invented 
in  the  history  of  the  world  for  carrying  on 
the  good  government  of  the  people,  and  I 
hope  that  it  will  be  instituted  in  the 
Federal  Government  of  Australia.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  I  desire  to  point  out  the 
great  possibility — almostprobability — that 
that  system,  as  we  have  it  at  the  present 
time,  if  we  insist  upon  members  of  the 
executive  being  members  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  and  insist  upon  their  commanding 
always  a  majority  in  one  house  of  the 
legislature,  may  not  work.  We  have  to 
devise  a  constitution  that  will  work,  that 
will  have  within  its  bounds  sufficient  scope 
to  allow  of  any  development.  I  would 
[^^tV  Samuel  Griffith 


point  out,  by  way  of  further  illustration, 
that  under  the  Constitution  of  England, 
written  and  unwritten,  under  the  written 
Constitution  of  Canada,  New  South 
Wales,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  colonies, 
except  Victoria,  South  Australia,  and 
Western  Australia,  and  in  them  to  a 
limited  extent,  the  whole  system  of  the 
relationship  between  the  executive  and 
the  legislative  branches  might  be  changed 
in  practice  without  the  change  of  a  word 
in  the  written  Constitution. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  How  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  will  pro- 
ceed  to  show  how.  It  would  not  be  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Constitution  of  New  South 
Wales,  or  of  Queensland,  or  of  Tasmania, 
or  of  New  Zealand,  if  no  member  of  the 
Executive  had  a  seat  in  either  house  of 
the  legislature.  The  Constitution  would 
work  just  as  it  does  work.  The  ministers 
would  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  as 
her  Majesty’s  representative.  They  would 
hold  office  during  his  pleasure,  and  if  the 
legislature  thought  that  that  was  a  more 
convenient  way  of  carrying  on  the  busi¬ 
ness,  it  would  be  carried  on  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  And  they  would  play 
“  ducks  and  drakes”  witli  the  business ;  no 
one  would  be  responsible  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  believe 
myself  that  would  be  the  result.  But  I 
do  not  profess  to  know  all  that  is  going  to 
happen  in  the  next  fifty  or  a  hundred  yeara 
I  do  not  profess  to  say  that  our  experience  ; 
in  the  Australian  colonies,  or  even  the  : 
experience  of  Great  Britain,  is  necessarily 
to  be  set  up  against  the  wisdom  of  America. 

I  give  credit  to  the  American  people  for 
having  a  good  deal  of  wisdom  ;  and  al-  i 
though  I  believe  their  system  is  not  nearly  j 
as  good  a  one  as  ours,  yet  some  people  j 
think  that  even  our  system  is  not  perfect,  i 
and  contains  within  it  the  elements  of  | 
change.  ! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  It  has  not  changed  for  ■ 
centuries  ! 
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Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  pre¬ 
sent  system,  as  we  have  it,  has  not  been 
in  existence  for  one  century  or  nearly  one 
century.  I  have  had  long  enough  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  member  of  Parliament  and  as  a 
minister  to  have  seen  very  great  changes 
in  the  relationship  of  ministers  to  one 
another,  and  of  ministers  to  Parliament, 
in  the  Australian  colonies.  I  have  seen 
changes — changes  occurring  from  time  to 
time.  You  do  not  see  the  change  when  it 
takes  place ;  but  if  you  look  back  fifteen 
or  twenty  years,  you  can  see  how  difiTerent 
things  are  in  many  respects,  comparocj 
with  what  they  were. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  That  shows  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  having  an  elastic  constitution  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  That  is 
the  conclusion  I  arrive  at — that  it  is  well 
to  have  a  constitution  so  elastic  as  to  allow 
of  any  necessary  development  that  may 
take  place. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Capable  of  being  amended ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Every¬ 
thing  is  capable  of  being  amended.  But  I 
am  addressing  myself  to  the  problem  I 
understand  we  have  before  us,  of  a  consti¬ 
tution  which  we  hope  will  work  like  the 
American  Constitution  has  worked  for  so 
many  years,  without  the  necessity  of  radical 
amendment.  Because,bearin  mind  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  amendment.  The  difficulty  of  an 
amendment  on  a  radical  question  like  that 
would  be  very  great  indeed.  I  am  not  by 
any  means  counselling  a  departure  from 
the  system  of  responsible  government, 
which  I  am  in  favour  of,  which  I  hope  will 
be  inaugurated,  and  which  I  hope  wdll 
continue  to  be  carried  on.  But  I  cannot 
shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  senate 
representing  the  states  may  entirely  difier 
from  the  house  of  representatives  repre¬ 
senting  the  people ;  and  that  if  it  is  laid 
down  as  a  principle  of  the  constitution 
that  the  Queen's  representative  is  bound 
to  dismiss  his  ministers  when  they  fail  to 
command  a  majority  in  the  people’s  liouse, 


then  we  deliberately,  and  with  our  eyes 
open,  make  provision  for  a  very  serious  dead¬ 
lock  occurring,  and  that  at  a  very  early 
period  in  tlie  history  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  No  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am  per¬ 
fectly  aware  that  this  view  is  new  to  many 
hon.  members. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Oh,  no  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am  per¬ 
fectly  aware  that  this  view  is  new'  to 
many  hon.  members  who  have  been  ac¬ 
customed  to  think  that  the  essence  of  re¬ 
sponsible  government  is  that  ministers 
should  sit  in  Parliament,  w'hereas  I  con¬ 
tend  that  the  essence  is  that  ministers 
should  not  be  dissociated  from  Parliament. 
Our  present  development  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  requires  them  to  sit  in  Parliament. 
I  hope  that  will  continue  to  be  the  de¬ 
velopment.  But  I  say  we  are  launching 
in  this  respect  uj^on  an  entirely  unknown 
sea.  Nobody  has  ever  tried  this  experi¬ 
ment  of  a  government  depending  on  one 
house,  and  the  machinery  of  the  state 
equally  depending  upon  another. 

Mr.  Gordox  :  The  senate  w'ill  probably 
be  the  l^elter  house  of  the  two  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am 
quite  certain  that  the  senate  will  con-sider 
itself  quite  as  good  a  house  as  the  other 
house.  I  believe  also  that  the  state  legis¬ 
latures  W'ill  insist  upon  its  maintaining 
that  position.  I  hope  that  no  friction  of 
this  kind  will  arise  ;  but  I  have  thought  it 
my  duty,  at  this  early  stage,  to  point  out 
the  apparent  inconsistency,  to  my  mind, 
of  the  system  of  giving  equal  pow'ers  to 
the  states  as  represented  in  one  house,  and 
of  making  the  executive  government  de¬ 
pend  for  its  existence  upon  the  other  house. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  It  must  be  so,  for  every 
house  that  has  got  the  responsibility  of  the 
money  must  have  the  control ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 
gentleman  interjects  that  it  must  be  so, 
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for  every  house  that  has  the  responsibility 
of  the  money  must  have  the  ultimate 
control.  That  I  perfectly  concede.  One 
house  must  have  the  responsibility  of 
originating  expenditure,  and  of  originat¬ 
ing  taxation;  and,  therefore,  to  that  ex¬ 
tent  it  will  have  a  controlling  effect,  and 
no  doubt  finance  is  at  the  root  of  every¬ 
thing.  The  government  cannot  be  car¬ 
ried  on  without  money.  But  there  are 
many  things  in  the  administmtion  of  go¬ 
vernment  besides  finance.  For  instance, 
this  development  might  occur,  and  might 
be  the  result  of  the  practical  experience 
of  fifty  years  or  a  hundred  yeai'S,  or,  per¬ 
haps,  a  much  shorter  time — that  some  of 
her  Majesty's  ministers  controlling  particu¬ 
larly  those  matters  wdth  which  it  is  spe¬ 
cially  the  function  of  the  house  of  represen¬ 
tatives  to  deal,  should  command  the  support 
of  that  house;  but  that  others,  administer¬ 
ing  what  may  be  called  more  permanent 
departments,  should  be  independent  of 
it — that  there  should  be,  in  fact,  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  the  two  forms  of  government; 
and  which  of  us  is  wise  enough  to  say  that 
our  successors  will  not  be  able  to  improve 
upon  anything  which  we  have  devised? 
Is  not  that  possible  ? 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Quite  possible;  but  what 
is  not  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  am 
pointing  out  that  we  are  launching  upon 
an  unknown  sea.  We  are  trying  to  lay 
down  two  hard  and  fast  lines,  which  are 
apparently  inconsistent  with  one  another, 
and  insisting  that  nevertheless  they  shall 
both  be  observed.  I  ask,  therefore,  that 
hon.  members  will  give  their  attention  to 
this,  and  that  in  considering  the  forma¬ 
tion,  functions,  and  tenure  of  office  of  the 
executive,  they  'will  endeavour  to  provide 
against  that  contingency,  by  making  such 
provision  that  whatever  the  wisdom  of  our 
successors  shall  find  to  he  best  it  may  be 
possible  for  them  to  do  without  the  ex¬ 
tremely  inconvenient  method  of  a  revision 
Samuel  Griffith, 


of  the  constitution  in  which  the  federal 
parliament,  as  w-ell  as  all  the  states, 
must  collectively  concur.  A  difficulty  of 
that  kind  would  arise  in  a  time  of  great 
excitement.  It  i.s  not  like  the  difficulty 
of  making  a  law.  When  you  w’ant  to 
make  a  law,  and  you  cannot  all  agree  in 
making  it,  there  is  simply  no  law  made, 
and  you  go  on  as  before.  But  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country  must  be  carried  on  ; 
you  cannot  suspend  the  government  of  the 
country  while  you  call  a  constitutional 
convention,  and  get  the  consent  of  all  the 
states  to  the  amendment.  Tlierefore,  it 
is  necessary  to  provide  for  it  in  our  con¬ 
stitution.  I  have  referred  to  this  matter 
at  rather  greater  length  than  I  should 
have  desired ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance,  and  it  underlies  the 
whole  of  our  work.  The  relative  consti¬ 
tution  and  powers  of  the  two  houses  of 
legislature  underlie  the  w^hole  of  what  we 
have  to  do.  We  must  remember  that  it 
is  quite  new  to  all  of  us.  We  have  had 
no  experience  of  its  working.  We  are 
bound  to  put  ourselves  in  the  position  of 
men  sitting  in  one  house  or  the  other — of 
men  sitting  in  the  senate  representing  a 
small  state,  and  feeling  bound  to  exercise  a 
controlling  influence  as  far  as  it  can  be  exer¬ 
cised  ;  or  as  men  supported  by  a  large  ma¬ 
jority  in  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
wishing  to  exercise  the  authority  that  men 
in  that  position  feel  they  ought  to  exercise. 
We  ought  to  put  ourselves  in  each  of  these 
positions  and  imagine  what  arguments  we 
should  be  likely  to  use  under  such  circum¬ 
stances.  I  do  not  propose  to  move  any 
amendment  to  the  resolutions  now  before 
us.  I  apprehend  that  it  is  desirable,  for 
the  present,  that  the  discussion  should  be 
somewhat  general,  although  I  hope  that, 
before  the  resolutions  are  finally  put  from 
the  chair,  we  shall  have  an  opportunity, 
either  in  Committee  of  tho  Whole  or  in 
some  other  way,  as  by  taking  the  resolu¬ 
tions  seriatim,  to  propose  any  amendments 
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that  bon.  gentlemen  may  think  desirable, 
in  order  to  render  them  acceptable. 

The  President  :  Before  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  concludes,  I  desire  to  say  that  it  is  my 
intention,  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  to 
move  that  the  Convention  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider 
the  resolutions  in  detail. 

SkSAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  I  have  very 
few  words  more  to  say.  I  trust  I  have 
made  my  arguments  clear  to  hon.  gentle¬ 
men,  whether  I  am  right  or  wrong.  I  am 
perfectly  open  to  conviction,  but  enter¬ 
taining  these  views  with  a  greater  or  less 
degree  of  confidence,  and  entertaining,  at 
any  rate,  the  idea  that  they  are  very  im¬ 
portant  matters  for  consideration,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  bring  them  forward  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Convention  at  this 
early  stage,  because  they  certainly  ought  to 
be  fully  considered.  I  shall  only  indicate 
in  what  respect  I  think  these  resolutions 
may  be  modified,  not  with  a  desire  to  alter 
the  practical  result  at  which  the  President 
aims  in  the  resolutions  that  he  has  sub¬ 
mitted — not  as  indicating  a  desire  that  tlie 
federation  should  not  in  practice  work 
upon  those  lines,  because  I  entirely  con¬ 
cur  with  them,  and  hope  that  the  Conven¬ 
tion  will  concur  with  them — but  because  I 
desire  that  the  machine  may  be  made  one 
that  will  work,  and  of  which  its  framers 
will  not  be  ashamed.  I  have  indicated 
that  I  think  the  2nd  and  3rd  resolu¬ 
tions  might  be  transposed,  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  2nd  necessarily  fol¬ 
lowing  upon  practical  effect  being  given 
to  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  3rd  re¬ 
solution.  Witli  re.spect  to  defining  the 
powers  of  the  legislature,  I  would  I'espect- 
fully  suggest  to  the  Convention  that  wo 
should  consider  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  declare  that  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  should  have  the  sole  power  of 
originating  the  imposition  of  taxation 
and  the  appropriation  of  revenue,  leav¬ 
ing  to  the  senate  representing  the  states 


the  power  of  veto,  which  they,  I  believe, 
will  claim  upon  every  matter  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  But  not  amendment ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Power  of 
veto — that  is,  amendment  by  omission, 
veto  in  part.  That  is  what  I  mean. 

Hon.  Members  :  No,  no  t 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Veto  in 
part,  because  the  system  of  tacking  is  ab¬ 
solutely  inconsistent  with  the  theory  of 
equal  authority. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Does  the  hon.  member 
mean  that  the  senate  could  take  one  part 
and  leave  out  the  other? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Suppose 
a  majority  of  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  proposed  to  spend  £1,000,000  or 
£2,000,000,  raised  from  customs,  or  per¬ 
haps  by  loan,  to  establish  an  arsenal  or  to 
establish  a  very  large  federal  force,  and  the 
majority  of  the  states  disapproved  of  it, 
they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  disapprove  of 
it,  whether  it  was  brought  in  as  a  separate 
bill  or  included  as  an  item  of  appropria-^ 
tion  ;  that  is,  I  wish  that  the  power  of  veto 
should  be  a  real  one. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  Would  that  be  veto 
of  the  whole  ? 

Sir  S  A:MUEL  GRIFFITH :  I  only  wish 
to  make  my  meaning  clear.  I  know  that 
that  power  is  exercised  in  some  of  the 
colonies  of  Australia  at  present,  not  that  I 
believe  in  its  being  done  under  our  present 
Constitution.  I  have  had  the  pleasure,  or 
rather  the  experience,  of  a  fight  with  the- 
Legislative  Council  of  our  own  colony 
when  it  attempted  to  omit  an  item  in  the 
estimates,  but  it  became  law  all  the  same 
and  during  the  same  session.  I  do  not  in  the 
least  depart  from  that ;  but  I  am  pointing 
out  that  we  are  trying  a  new  experiment  j 
that  the  states  will  claim  the  power  of 
veto,  and  w’hen  we  are  considering  the 
matter  de  novo,  as  we  now  are — not  deal¬ 
ing  with  one  homogeneous  community  such 
as  we  have  to  deal  with  in  our  present 
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colonies,  where  the  Upper  House  really 
is,  under  any  constitution  yet  devised, 
weaker  in  practice  than  the  other  House, 
so  that  the  principle  works  very  well — 
when  we  are  considering  a  tlioroughly  new 
system,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  would  be 
best  to  adopt  the  same  system  which  we 
have  followed  up  to  the  present  time  under 
quite  different  conditions.  With  regard  to 
the  imposition  of  taxation,  I  would  not 
allow  the  senate  to  originate  taxation,  but 
I  would  allow  them  to  veto — to  refuse  to 
accept  taxation. 

An  Hox.  Member  :  Would  the  hon. 
member  allow  them  to  do  so  in  detail  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  To  veto 
in  detail.  For  instance,  suppose  the  house 
of  representatives  proposed  to  impose  a 
land-tax,  and,  I  will  say,  an  income-tax 
together  in  one  bill,  why  should  not  the 
senate,  representing  the  states,  have  the 
power  of  dealing  with  each  proposal!  A 
land-tax  might  be  in  one  state  or  in  several 
states  a  most  just  and  proper  thing,  while 
in  other  states  it  miglit  be  most  unfair  and 
improper.  So  with  an  income-tax.  It  might 
be  very  fair,  it  might  be  easily  collected, 
convenient,  and  desirable  with  respect  to  one 
state,  while  it  might  be  absolutely  impos- 
ijible  with  respect  to  another.  Why  should 
not  the  senatehave  the  power  of  veto?  Why 
should  not  the  senate  have  the  power  of 
saying,  ‘‘We  wdll  have  the  one,  but  not 
the  other  ”  ?  Roth  houses  would  have  to 
concur  in  the  omission.  I  maintain  that 
the  more  hon.  members  think  of  this  sub¬ 
ject  the  more  they  will  see  the  necessity, 
if  w'e  are  to  have  two  houses,  one  repre¬ 
senting  the  states  and  the  other  the  people, 
of  allowing  the  house  representing  the 
states  the  power  of  veto  in  detail  as  well 
as  in  the  whole,  instead  of  following  what 
is  really  an  artificial  growth  of  compara¬ 
tively  recent  years  in  our  own  system  of 
two  houses  in  a  single  homogeneous  state. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  That  would  be  a  law  for 
one  province  and  not  for  another ! 

[‘Sir  Samuel  GiiffitL 


Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  lam  sorry 
that  the  hon.  member  misapprehends  me. 
I  have  not  indicated  that  in  any  way.  All 
that  I  have  endeavoured  to  conv.^y  is  that 
a  law  which  might  commend  i^^elf  to  the 
majority  of  the  house  of  representatives  as 
suitable  to  the  state.s  they  represented, 
might  be  entirely  unsuitable  to  all  the 
other  states,  and  those  states,  therefore, 
should  have  the  right  of  refusing  to  make 
such  a  general  law. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  That  is  exactly  what  I 
said  I 

Sir  SAISIUEL  GRIFFITH  :  With  re¬ 
spect  to  the  executive,  the  suggestions  that 
I  would  offer  would  go  in  this  direction : 
Instead  of  providing  that  the  ministei-s 
shall  sit  in  Parliament  we  should  say  that 
they  may  sit  in  Parliament,  I  have  doubts 
myself  whether  we  might  not  also  say  that 
their  term  of  office  should  depend  upon  their 
retaining  the  confidence  of  the  legislature; 
but  it  should  be  provided  that  they  may,  not 
that  they  must,  sit  in  Parliament.  If  we 
do  that  and  do  no  more,  we  shall  have  gone 
as  far  as  it  was  ever  thought  necessary  to  go 
in  theUnited  Kingdom,  as  far  as  was  thought 
necessary  to  go  by  the  gentlemen  w’ho  sat  in 
this  hall  many  years  ago,  and  who  framed 
the  Constitution  which  has  been  the  mother 
of  all  the  Australian  constitutions,  and  which 
has  certainly  stood  the  test  of  time.  They 
left  that  Constitution  open  to  further  de¬ 
velopment.  It  has  had  further  development, 
and  it  will  have  much  more  development. 
I  ask  hon.  gentlemen  in  considering  this 
question  to  be  careful  to  frame  the  Consti¬ 
tution  in  such  a  manner  tliat,  whatever  de¬ 
velopments  the  necessities  of  the  times  may 
require,  it  wfill  be  possible  to  adopt  them 
witliout  the  trouble  of  anything  like  a  dead¬ 
lock,  or  the  interruption  of  the  executiv'e 
government  of  tlie  country.  I  liave  been 
much  longer  than  I  intended  in  addressing 
the  Convention,  but  I  have  endeavoured  to 
expres.s  my  mind  as  briefly  as  I  could.  How¬ 
ever,  the  subject  is  a  large  one  and  must  be 
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dealt  with  fully,  and  I  hope  hon.  gentlemen 
will  pardon  me  if  I  have  intruded  too  long 
upon  their  time. 

Mr.  FYSII :  As  an  exemjdification  of 
what  I  hope  ivill  be  the  great  principle 
which  must  be  established  before  the  work 
of  this  Convention  shall  be  closed — tho 
principle  that  the  colonies,  at  any  rate  in 
connection  with  our  senatorial  work,  shall 
be  equal — I  rise  now  to  continue  the  debate 
upon  the  resolution  which  you  have  sub¬ 
mitted.  I  make  no  excuse  other  than  the 
one  which  I  have  offered,  except  this  :  that 
I  am  aware  that  in  the  case  of  a 
number  of  gentlemen  who  have  travelled 
from  all  parts  of  Australasia,  and  who 
largely  represent  the  executives  of  their 
various  colonies,  they  are  here  not  so  much 
at  their  own  personal  inconvenience  as  at 
the  inconvenience  of  the  executives  which 
they  re])resent.  A  goodly  number  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Crown  of  all  our  colonies 
are  now  a.ssembled  in  Sydney — some  GOO 
and  some  1,200  miles  away  from  their 
seats  of  government — and  practically  some 
of  the  executive  work  of  our  colonies  is  at 
a  standstill  while  we  are  present  here.  It 
is,  therefore,  almost  an  absolute  necessity 
that  a  goodly  number  of  the  members  of 
governments  must  find  their  \vay  back,  at 
an  earlier  period  than  that  at  which  this 
Convention  can  close,  to  their  executive 
duties  in  their  own  particular  localities. 
Under  these  circumstance.s,  I  think  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  there  shall  not 
be  one  day’s  delay  in  proceeding  with  the 
important  business  which  wehave  before  us. 
Therefore,  although  I  was  desirous  to  await 
somewhat  the  issue  of  this  debate,  to  en¬ 
deavour,  perhaps,  to  gather  some  inspira¬ 
tion  from  what  might  be  said  by  various 
speakers  who  have  for  a  longer  period 
ruled  over  destinies  somewhat  greater 
than  those  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  presiding  over  in  the  smaller  colony  of 
Tasmania;  yet,  when  I  think  that  we  stand 
in  the  hall  which  is  memorable  by  reason 


of  great  difficulties  overcome,  by  spirits 
with  whom  I  hope  we  are  somewdiat 
kindred — one  of  whose  portraits  looks 
down  upon  us  at  the  present  time — which 
portrait  reminds  us  of  the  difficulties 
which,  apparently,  may  embarrass  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  these  resolutions,  difficulties 
many  of  which  have  been  described  to  us 
by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith 
— when  I  remember  what  has  been  done 
by  the  men  of  old,  who  framed  our  present 
constitutions,  which  we  have  been  work¬ 
ing  under  for  thirty-five  or  forty  years,  I  am 
disposed  to  believe  that,  embairassed  though 
we  may  be  by  the  conflicting  opinions — 
I  will  not  say  conflicting  interests,  for 
when  Australia  is  spoken  of  we  are  no 
longer  to  have  conflicting  interests — we 
shall  be  able  to  get  over  the  difficulties 
arising  from  those  conflicting  opinions 
which  may  be  expressed  in  this  chamber 
with  respect  to  these  various  resolutions. 
I  do  not  propose  to  follow  the  line  of  argu¬ 
ment  adopted  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith.  There  will  be  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  doing  so,  as  you,  sir,  have  told  us,  in 
Committee.  And  if  you  had  not  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  was  your  purpose  to  move 
that  the  resolutions  be  considered  in  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  I  should  have 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  have  reminded  hon. 
members  that  subjects  so  important,  so 
divei'se,  could  not  possibly  be  dealt  with 
by  a  body  sitting  as  we  now  are ;  but  that 
every  word  of  each  resolution  would  have 
to  be  weighed  and  debated.  That  cannot 
possibly  be  done  unless  the  House  finds  its 
way  into  Committee  of  the  Whole.  For 
these  reasons  I  purpose  to  address  myself 
only  to  general  principles,  to  what  I  deem  to 
be  the  essential  portionsof  these  resolutions, 
treating  the  matter  as  if  I  were  asking  for 
or  supporting  the  second  reading  of  a  bill, 
when  w’e  debate  principles  only,  and  not 
details.  Although  a  measure  may  be  100 
or  200  paragraphs  in  length,  whatever  may 
be  the  diverse  opinions  of  hon.  members 
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when  we  go  into  Committee,  it  is  only 
with  the  great  principles  of  the  bill  which 
we  are  supposed  to  deal  when  discussing 
its  second  reading.  Therefore,  for  my 
purpose,  I  may  limit  my  observations  to 
wliat  I  regard  as  the  essential  portions  of 
the  work  of  this  Convention.  I  feel  sure 
that  those  essential  portions  are  discovered 
in  the  three  great  points  of  commercial 
union,  of  defence,  and  what  I  ought  to 
have  taken  fii'st — that  is,  what  is  known 
in  America  as  the  sovereignty  of  the 
states.  I  doubt  whether  tlie  general 
public  has  any  particular  interest  at  the 
present  moment  in  the  metliod  in  which 
you  will  frame  your  executive,  and  in 
the  mode  in  which  your  duties  will  be 
discharged.  But  I  believe  the  interest 
which  is  now  concentrated  around  this 
Convention  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Australasian  colonies,  centres  around  those 
three  questions  which  I  have  named,  and 
it  is  with  respect  to  those  that  the  great 
masses  of  the  people  are  more  concerned 
than  they  are  with  any  other.  They  are 
more  concerned,  firstly,  as  to  what  portion 
of  the  rights  which  they  have  been  enjoy¬ 
ing  for  nearly  forty  years  past  it  shall  be 
proposed  by  this  Convention  to  surrender. 
I  am  glad  that  the  term  “ surrender”  has 
been  used  in  the  first  resolution.  It  should 
be  indicative  to  all  those  whom  we  repre¬ 
sent  throughout  Australasia,  that  this 
Convention  is  unlikely  to  try  theirpatience, 
to  try  their  spirit  of  justice,  in  asking 
them  to  surrender  any  rights  which  they 
consider  to  be  of  vital  importance  to  their 
local  autonomies,  that  it  is  unlikely  to  ask 
them  to  surrender  any  rights  which  will  not 
be  more  fittingly  discharged  by  tlie  greater 
executive  of  the  dominion  parliament. 
If,  therefore,  we  are  to  explain  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  these  resolutions  what  we  mean 
by  surrender,  I  would  limit  my  explanation 
to  a  very  few  words.  I  say  that  it  will 
be  absolutely  uimecessary  to  ask  the  people 
of  these  colonies  to  surrender  to  the  do- 
[i/r.  Fysh. 


minion  parliament  anything  wliich  can 
best  be  legislated  for  locally — anything 
w'hicli  cannot  be  best  legislated  for  by  a 
central  executive.  Now,  these  may  be 
far  embracing  words,  but  every  man  who 
runs  may  read  in  connection  with  an 
opinion  of  this  kind,  because  he  himself 
will  be  able  as  well  as  any  of  us  to  detect 
what  it  is  that  is  best  discharged  locally. 
He  will  know  that,  with  respect  to  the 
great  future  progress  of  his  country,  it 
must  he  by  Lis  voice  that  the  extension  of 
i-ailways  and  of  roads  must  be  continued. 
He  must  know  that  it  must  be  by  bis  will 
and  consent  that  possibly  the  education  of 
the  people  shall  be  provided ;  and  he  must 
know  that,  in  connection  with  the  various 
developments  of  his  own  province,  there 
can  be  no  interference  by  an  executive 
w’hicli  will  sit  1,000  miles  away,  and  which 
cannot,  except  in  regard  to  some  individual 
members  thereof,  have  so  close  an  identity 
with  the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged,  or 
such  a  knowledge  of  the  necessities  which 
surround  the  country  in  which  he  is  living, 
as  those  who  represent  him  in  the  local 
parliaments.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  we 
may  limit  our  explanation  of  the  term 
“  surrender  ”  to  these  very  few  words,  and 
that  the  people  may  at  once  feel  sure  that 
this  Convention  is  unlikely  to  ask  them  to 
give  up  any  important  right ;  but  that  its 
purpose  will  be  to  continue  in  all  its 
harmony,  in  all  its  prestige,  the  position 
of  the  local  parliaments,  and  that  the  do¬ 
minion  parliament,  the  great  executive  of 
the  higher  national  sphere  at  which  we  are 
to  arrive,  will  not  in  any  way  detract  from 
it.  But  they  will  continue,  most  likely, 
under  the  Constitution  under  which  they 
live,  to  have  the  right  of  appointing  their 
own  representatives  to  their  own  local  par¬ 
liaments,  and,  possibly,  to  have  also  in 
connection  therewith  their  Upper  Chamber; 
and  certainly  in  all  matters  their  voice  will 
be  paramount.  Under  these  circumstances, 
1  deem  it  that  our  duty  in  connection 
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with  this  paragraph  o£  the  resolution  will 
not  be  a  difficult  one.  We  are  not  likely 
to  disappoint  the  people  ;  and  when  we 
come  to  questions  of  detail  wc  shall  each 
bo  prepared  to  agree,  I  have  no  doubt, 
most  readily,  as  to  what  work  of  the 
dominion  will  be  best  undertaken  by  the 
dominion  parliament,  and  what  will  be 
best  understood  and  undertaken  by  the 
local  parliaments.  But,  turning  from  this, 
which  I  believe  to  be  the  crux  of  the 
whole  position — because  it  is  to  the 
sovereign  rights  of  the  states  that  the 
people’s  mind  is  more  directed  than  to  any 
other  matter — if  there  be  any  other  point 
which  they  are  considering  more  deeply,  and 
which  affects  their  interest  more  deeply, 
it  is  that  which  is  opened  up  by  the  great 
question  as  to  the  form  of  our  trading  be¬ 
tween  each  other,  as  to  whether  it  is  to  be 
as  it  has  been  in  thepast,  a  question  of  waste¬ 
ful  competition  between  colonies — whether 
■we  are  bound  to  continue  to  be  aliens  to 
each  other,  and  to  tax  our  very  children 
as  they  pass  from  their  homes,  or  whether 
we  are  going  to  establish  something  which 
will  be  akin  to  the  commercial  biind  of 
Germany — something  which  will  enable  all 
the  goods,  all  the  manufactures,  all  the 
andvals  in  the  various  ports  of  these  colo¬ 
nies  to  pass  to  and  fro  through  every  other 
port  without  fear,  let,  or  hindrance.  It 
is  in  connection  wdth  the  commercial  union 
of  these  colonies  that  the  people  are  more 
interested  in  our  proceedings,  I  think,  than 
in  connection  wdth  any  other  subject.  It 
is  a  question  which  affects  not  only  com¬ 
mercial  men,  but  even  the  lowest  strata  of 
society.  Our  working-classes  are  as  much 
interested  in  the  commercial  union,  which 
I  hope  is  designed  in  these  resolutions,  as 
those  who  may  be  large  importers,  or  who 
may  be  supposed  to  hold  more  important 
positions  in  our  community.  And  when 
we  shall  have  become  a  union  of  commer¬ 
cially-established  jveople,  no  longer  com¬ 
peting  with  each  other  in  connection  with 


matters  wlicre  there  is  a  wasteful  compe¬ 
tition,  but  shall  have  realised  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  a  great  corporation — of  a  great 
commercial  partnership,  then  I  think  -will 
be  established  in  Australasia  the  greatest 
good  of  the  gi'eatest  number,  and  the  people, 
the  great  masses  of  the  community,  will 
have  reason  to  be  grateful  that  this  Con¬ 
vention  has  sat.  Bat  there  is  also  the 
other  third  important  point  to  which  your 
resolutions  so  definitely  refer — I  allude  to 
the  question  of  defence.  It  is  marvellous 
that  we  can  for  so  long  a  period  have 
travelled  on  our  w'ay  accumulating  wealth, 
distributing  our  commerce  all  over  the 
countrv",  sending  our  ships  into  almost  all 
seas,  and  yet  have  never  established  any 
reliable  defence  for  the  whole.  I  know 
that  a  great  number  of  individuals  con¬ 
sider  the  probabilities  of  any  attack  upon 
these  shores  as  very  unlikely ;  but  we 
must  always  be  prepared  for  the  unlikely, 
for  it  is  the  unlikely  which  too  often 
happens.  I  hold  that  we  have  no  re¬ 
liable  forces  —  there  is  no  cohesion  in 
our  existing  forces  to  carry  out  the  great 
work  for  which  they  have  been  intended, 
and  for  which  large  exj>encliture  is  going 
on  year  by  year.  There  can  be  no  co¬ 
hesion  where  the  links  are  distributed  in 
all  corners,  and  although  we,  as  public 
men,  have  sworn  allegiance  to  the  Crown, 
and  the  people  themselves  have  owned 
that  allegiance,  w’e  are  not  in  a  position 
to  defend  the  allegiance  which  we  owe, 
and  irrespective  of  this  fact,  since  wc 
have  borrowed  over  £170,000,000  from 
our  creditors  in  all  parts  of  the  w’orld, 
if  there  be  any  fear  of  some  desultory 
marauder  ever  attacking  some  of  these 
colonies  we  shall  find  commercially,  and 
in  connection  'svith  the  depreciated  value 
of  our  securities,  that  we  have  been 
living  in  a  fool’s  paradise,  and  that  w^e 
should  have  been  much  wiser  had  we  dis¬ 
charged  to  ourselves,  to  tlie  old  country 
whoso  flag  we  have  reared,  and  to  the 
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creditors  w’liose  money  "vve  have  borrowed, 
the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  every 
English  community  of  defending  itself  from 
attacks,  from  whatever  quarter  they  may 
come.  The  hon.  member  who  has  just  re¬ 
sumed  his  seat  may  possibly  have  borne  in 
mind  the  examples  in  connection  wnth  the 
position  of  the  upper  and  lower  branches  of 
the  legislature  and  their  relative  powers, 
which  have  now  existed  for  thirty-five  years, 
both  in  South  Australia  and  in  Tasmania. 
I  should  not  have  ventured  to  have  spoken 
about  Tasmania  in  this  relationship,  be¬ 
cause  it  might  be  said  that  it  was  an  ex¬ 
ample  which  did  not  bear  the  importance 
which  I  was  attaching  to  it,  did  I  not 
find  that  Tasmania  has  been  associated 
w'ith  South  Australia  in  connection  with 
the  reading  of  the  same  Constitution — 
that  she  has  been  living  under  the  same 
Constitution,  and  that  some  of  the  same 
difficulties  have  arisen,  and  have  always 
been  fairly  overcome  in  the  end  in  both 
cases.  I  am  not  prepared  to  consider — or  if 
prepared  to  consider,  I  should  consider  it 
with  very  great  concern — as  to  whether  it  is 
advisable  or  not  to  remove  from  what  may 
be  termed  the  senate  or  the  upper  house 
of  the  dominion  parliament,  any  right 
which  heretofore  w^e  had  given  to  our 
upper  house,  of  veto,  wdiether  in  respect 
of  ordinary  bills  or  in  respect  of  money 
bills.  We  have  lived  for  this  period  under 
a  right  which  w'e  have  seldom  felt  to  be 
grievous,  and  if  the  right  has  been  exer¬ 
cised  by  the  Legislative  Council  its  exist¬ 
ence  has  only  been  grievous  for  a  few 
days  ;  and  that  which  has  been  resented 
at  tlie  time,  and  which  may  have  been 
hurtful  to  the  ministries  of  the  day,  has 
not  always  proved  to  be  detrimental  to 
community  and  to  the  people  as  a  whole  ; 
but  the  very  check  which  has  been  exer¬ 
cised  by  the  Legislative  Council,  I  believe 
I  may  say  of  South  Australia,  as  I  do  of 
Tasmania,  has  proved,  under  many  circum¬ 
stances,  to  have  been  the  outcome  of  pru- 
[J/r.  Fyah, 


denco ;  and  although  the  legislativ'e  coun¬ 
cils  may  not,  on  the  fii’st  time  of  asking, 
have  given  the  ministers  all  the  taxation 
which  they  desired,  or  have  given  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  people  in  the  popular 
branch  of  the  assembly  all  the  public  w^orks 
which  they  needed,  yet  the  people  have 
always  ruled  in  tlie  end,  and  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  has  after  a  time  given  way. 
We  have  discovered  in  these  colonies  wffiat 
has  been  so  long  ago  discovered  elsewhere, 
that,  in  the  end,  the  popular  voice  must 
rule  ;  and  certainly  w^e  admit  the  very 
principle  wdiich  is  the  foundation  of  all 
our  liberties — that  taxation  and  represen¬ 
tation  must  go  hand  in  hand,  that 
where  the  representation  so  largely  is 
there  you  must  liave  the  power  of  the 
purse.  But  we  do  not  consider  it  an  un¬ 
controlled  pow'er,  and  we  have  not  felt  any 
injury  from  the  fact  that  there  has,  occa¬ 
sionally,  been  a  brake  put  upon  the  wheel  in 
connection  wdth  our  public  expenditure,  or 
in  connection  with  our  proposals  forschemes 
of  taxation.  I  should  therefore  view  wdth 
very  gi*eab  jealousy  a  departure  from  this 
principle — the  growth  of  the  practice  in 
connection  with  which  I  have  w’atched  for 
so  many  years — and  should  expect  the 
mover  of  these  resolutions,  in  laying  down 
so  great  a  departure  as  this  from  wdiat  has 
been  the  principle,  at  any  rate,  in  two  of 
the  great  colonies  of  Australia - 

Mr.  Playford  :  No  I 

Mr.  FYSH  :  To  he  able  to  give  us 
exceedingly  sound  data  for  the  pui*poses 
and  objects  which  he  advocates  ;  and  we 
shall  then,  in  regarding  those  objects,  take 
care  to  do  what  great  senators  and  states¬ 
men  of  old  have  done  wdtli  respect  to  the 
constitution  under  which  we  live  — look 
well  ahead  to  see  that  w’e  are  not  commit¬ 
ting  ourselves  to  tliat  unknowni  sea  to 
w  hich  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  has  alluded. 

Mr.  Playford  :  No! 

Mr.  FYSH  :  Do  I  understand  the  hon. 
delegate  from  South  Australia  to  say  that 
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^vith  respect  to  the  colony  which  he  repre¬ 
sents  they  have  not  found  this  practice  in 
the  main  satisfactory  ]  History  only  re¬ 
cords  one  very  important  instance  with 
respect  to  South  Australia  where  there  has 
been  such  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  lead 
to  a  rupture,  and  what  w’as  the  result  of 
that  great  diversity  of  opinion  1  If  I  am 
right,  the  popular  branch  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  did  in  the  end  win,  and  those  houses 
of  Parliament  which  stand  as  a  credit  to 
South  Australia  to-day  have  afforded  an 
example  of  what  I  have  been  alluding  to. 
I  do  not  purpose,  having  said  there  w'ere 
three  important  principles  which  would 
govern  me  in  connection  with  these  mat¬ 
ters,  to  follow  those  points  which  are  so 
much  better  dealt  with  by  the  law  officers 
of  the  various  governments,  whom  I  am 
pleased  to  know  are  associated  with  us  in 
this  work,  but  that  w^e  ought  to  have  a 
judiciary  Avhich  shall  be  a  federal  court  for 
the  whole  of  Australasia  must  be  apparent 
to  all  of  us,  wdiether  we  are,  or  are  not, 
largely  engaged  in  trade.  Those  who  have 
been  making  the  laws  of  their  own  colo¬ 
nies,  and  those  whose  businesses  have 
compelled  the  making  of  these  law’s,  have 
felt  the  disadvantages  of  the  incongruity 
of  the  bankruptcy  acts,  and,  domestically, 
we  regard  our  marriage  and  divorce  laws 
as  great  incongruities  ;  and  wdien  w’e  free 
our  ports  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
regulations  as  to  the  navigation  of  our 
fleets,  and  matters  connected  with  our 
quarantine  ports, and  variousother  subjects 
of  that  kind,  must  be  a  federal  concern  ; 
but  as  to  wdiether  it  may  be  %vise  to  be  so 
self-contained  in  Australasia  in  connection 
with  our  judiciary  system  as  not  to  permit 
an  appeal  outside  of  Australasia  must  be  a 
matter  of  wdiich  I  trust  the  laNv  officers 
which  are  so  well  representing  their  respec¬ 
tive  colonies  here  will  put  clearly  before  the 
Convention.  I  lean  strongly  to  the  hope 
that  the  time  is  coming  in  Australasia  when 
we  shall  be  as  self-contained  in  law  and 


in  manufactures  as  we  are  self-contained 
in  climate  and  ability  to  provide  for  our¬ 
selves  not  only  the  ordinary  and  common 
necessaries  of  life,  but  all  those  luxuries 
which  experience  and  wealth  brings.  We 
are  warned  by  our  very  wealth  and  pro- 
gre.ss  that  there  must  be  unanimity  before 
this  Convention  closes  its  debates.  I  am 
glad,  therefore,  that  you,  sir,  set  a  spirit 
of  compromise,  which  I  hope  will  continue 
day  by  day  to  be  manifested  by  every  mem¬ 
ber.  I  recognise  the  fact  that  no  great 
good  can  be  accomplished  in  a  convention 
of  this  kind  any  more  than  among  cabinets 
and  legislators,  unless  w'e  are  prepared  to 
admit  that  wisdom  does  not  rest  with  in¬ 
dividuals;  but  that  there  is  a  collective 
wisdom  in  the  Convention  that  is  gathered 
together  I  have  great  faith,  and  in  it  and 
upon  it  I  rely  to  overcome  all  difficulties, 
even  such  as  those  to  which  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith  has  referred,  so  that  we  may  be  able 
to  take  back  to  our  respective  parliaments 
the  Constitution  which  we  are  charged  to 
prepare  for  them,  and  it  will  be  a  very  great 
disappointment,  I  believe,  to  every  pro¬ 
vince  in  Australasia  if  anything  shall  occur 
in  the  course  of  our  debates,  or  if  any  great 
point  shall  arise  about  which  we  cannot 
clearly  see  our  way  to  meet  at  the  table  and 
to  effect  some  compromise  upon — a  compro¬ 
mise  which  shall  at  once  be  judicious  to  the 
opinions  of  the  various  hon.  delegates,  hon- 
omble  to  the  whole  of  them,  and  satisfactory 
to  the  communities  which  we  serve. 

iVlr.  MTJNRO  :  After  hearing  your  very 
important  and  interesting  speech,  sir,  and 
that  of  my  hon.  friend,  the  Premier  of  Queens¬ 
land,  and  also  of  the  Premier  of  Tasmania, 
and  having  these  very  imjiortant  resolu¬ 
tions  before  us  for  our  consideration,  I  think 
we  shall  require  at  least  one  night  to  think 
over  them.  For  that  reason  I  move : 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Colonel  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  debate  adjourned.. 

Convention  adjourned  at  4  p.ni. 
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TUURSDAT,  5  MARCH,  1891. 


Feaeral  Constitution  (sccoml  day’s  debate)— Tclejrram 
from  the  Queen— Fodeml  Constitution  (second  day’s 
debate  resumed). 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a,in. 
federal  COXSTITUTIOX. 

SECOND  day’s  debate. 

Debate  resumed  on  resolutions  proposed 
by  Sir  Henry  Parkes  {vide  page  23). 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Mr.  President,  in  rising 
to  address  myself  to  the  important  sub¬ 
ject  before  the  Convention,  I  have  very 
gi'eat  pleasure  in  congratulating  you  upon 
the  very  excellent  address  you  gave  us 
yesterday.  It  appeared  to  me  that  it  was 
conceived  in  the  proper  spirit  Whilst 
conciliatory  to  all  of  us,  and  giving  us 
good  advice  as  to  how  the  business  should 
proceed,  it  was,  at  the  same  time,  veiy 
clear  and  very  distinct  as  to  the  principles 
upon  which  the  Constitution  ought  to  be 
founded.  I  confess  that  I  felt  veiy  much 
relieved  from  anxiety  on  hearing  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  you  laid  down  to  us  how  our 
Constitution  ought  to  be  formed,  because 
I  felt,  as  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  indicated  later  on,  that  we  were  sur¬ 
rounded  with  a  large  number  of  difficulties 
— difficulties  which  we  must  endeavour  to 
overcome  as  best  we  can.  At  the  same 
time,  you,  sir,  indicated  to  us  the  lines 
upon  which  we  should  proceed  ;  and  I 
feel  assured  that  all  the  members  of  the 
Convention  wdll  feel  grateful  to  you  for 
the  indication  you  gave  them  of  your 
views  with  regard  to  that  matter.  Now, 
I  may  say  that  whilst  the  speech  was  very 
conciliatory,  it  at  the  same  time  followed 
very  closely  the  instructions  which  we,  as 
delegates,  have  received.  We  have  come 
here  to  frame  a  constitution,  and  the  in¬ 
structions  that  were  given  to  us,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  are  very  clearly  laid  down 
by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker,  in  the 
book  which  he  was  good  enough  to  distribute 


amongst  us.  Ho  puts  it  in  this  form: 
That  it  is  desirable  there  should  be  a 
union  of  the  Australian  colonies.  That 
is  one  of  the  principles  that  has  already 
been  settled  by  all  our  parliaments. 
Second,  that  such  union  should  be  an 
early  one — that  is,  that  w’e  should  remove 
all  difficulties  in  the  way  in  order  that  the 
union  should  take  place  at  as  early  a  date 
as  possible.  Third,  that  it  should  be 
under  the  Crown.  Now,  I  am  quite  sure 
that  is  one  of  the  most  important  condi¬ 
tions  of  all  with  which  we  Lave  to  deal — 
that  the  union  that  is  to  take  place  shall 
be  a  union  under  the  Crown.  Fourth, 
that  it  should  be  under  one  legislative  and 
executive  government.  That  also  is  laid 
down  by  our  various  parliaments.  Fifth, 
that  it  should  be  on  principles  just  to  the 
several  colonies.  I  think  these  two  points 
are  the  points  upon  which  we  shall  find 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  arriving  at  con¬ 
clusions  which  will  be  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  we  have  received,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  which  will  enable  us  to 
form  such  a  constitution  as  will  be  valu¬ 
able  for  the  colonies.  I  confess  I  agree 
very  much  with  the  President  in  his  re¬ 
marks  as  to  the  union  of  the  colonies,  and 
as  to  his  remarks  in  the  direction  that  the 
government  we  are  to  form  must  be  a 
stable  government;  that  it  must  be  such 
as  will  be  able  to  carry  out  effectively  not 
only  the  making  of  laws  for  the  federated 
colonies,  hut  at  the  same  time,  as  an  ex¬ 
ecutive,  will  be  able  to  carry  out  its  own 
decisions  and  requirements,  to  preserve 
itself  as  a  government  for  all  the  colonies. 
You  also  laid  down  that  it  must  be  a  go¬ 
vernment  as  nearly  as  possible  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  principles  of  the  British 
Constitution,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  min¬ 
istry  must  be  a  responsible  ministry,  and 
that  the  house  of  representatives  must  re¬ 
present  the  whole  of  the  people.  These 
matters  were  very  clearly  laid  down  in 
your  address,  I  also  gathered  from  your 
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remarks  that  you  were  in  favour  of  tin 
ultimate  power,  that  is,  the  final  decision 
in  regard  to  the  finances,  being  in  the 
house  of  representatives.  I  know  that  my 
hon.  friend.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  went  in 
another  direction,  though  not  very  clearly  ; 
but  you,  sir,  were  very  clear  upon  this 
point.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  while  prac¬ 
tically  agreeing  with  the  President  with 
regard  to  these  views,  appeared  to  me  to 
be  surrounded  by  doubts  and  difficulties. 
I  was  sorry  that  he  did  not  try  to  solve 
those  doubts  himself,  because  it  is  scarcely 
fair  to  us  who  have  not  studied  this  matter 
from  the  legal  point  of  view,  as  the  hon. 
member  has  done,  to  have  submitted  to  us 
a  number  of  riddles  w  hich  we  are  asked  to 
solve. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  thought  I  did 
solve  them  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Well,  if  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  solved  them,  as  far  as  my  listening  to 
him  w^as  concerned,  and  my  reading  of 
his  speech  a  second  time  this  morning,  I 
really  saw  no  solution — none  whatever. 
As  far  as  I  could  gather  he  favoured  a 
constitutional  government;  but  lie  doubted 
whether  constitutional  government  would 
work — and  whilst  he  informed  us  that  he 
had  grave  doubts  as  to  constitutional  go¬ 
vernment  w’orking  under  our  peculiar  cir¬ 
cumstances,  he  did  not  indicate  to  us  what 
sort  of  government  would  work,  and  that 
is  the  difficulty  which  concerns  me  in  this 
matter.  If  he  had  said  to  us,  “  Well,  I  feel 
sure,  after  giving  full  consideration  to  this 
matter,  that  a  constitutional  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  will  not  work  with  a  senate  and 
a  house  of  representatives — the  senate  re¬ 
presenting  the  states,  and  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  representing  the  whole  of 
the  people  —  that  constitutional  govern¬ 
ment  and  responsible  government  will  not 
work,*^  it  might  have  been  different;  but 
I  found  no  solution  of  the  difficulties  in 
the  hon.  gentleman's  remarks.  He  in¬ 
formed  us  that  he  thought  the  senate 


ought  to  have  power  to  amend  money 
bills  with  a  view  to  avoiding  deadlocks. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  Vetoing  — 
amending  by  omission  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  admit  that  the  form 
of  amending  was  by  veto — that  is,  separ¬ 
ating  one  portion  from  another,  vetoing 
one  portion,  and  allowing  another  por¬ 
tion  to  pass.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
purely  an  amendment.  To  omit  a  clause 
from  a  bill  is  to  amend  the  bill  quite  as 
much  as  to  insert  a  clause.  The  hon. 
gentleman  pointed  out  that,  in  his  opinion, 
we  were  to  get  over  deadlocks  by  giving 
the  .senate  power  to  amend  money  bills  by 
discriminative  veto,  if  I  may  so  call  it — 
that  they  were  to  Lave  a  veto  in  con¬ 
nection  with  money  bills.  The  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  past,  however,  tends  entirely 
in  a  different  direction.  It  is  entirely  in 
the  direction  of  showing  that  if  the  upper 
house  or  senate  has  the  power  of  amend 
ing  money  bills  it  makes  deadlocks  more 
certain  than  would  be  the  case  under  any 
other  circumstances,  because  if  we  did  not 
give  power  of  amendment  to  the  senate, 
eventually  the  house  of  representatives 
must  of  necessityprevail,  because  the  people 
will  insist  on  their  views  being  carried  out. 
But  if  you  give  the  power  of  amending 
money  bills  to  the  senate,  the  result  will 
be  that  it  is  not  the  view  of  the  people 
that  will  prevail,  but  the  views  of  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  people.  The  hon.  gentleman 
was  good  enough  to  point  out  that,  suppos¬ 
ing  two  of  the  larger  colonies  w’ere  in 
favour  of  the  expenditure  of  £1,000,000 
on  an  arsenal,  or  on  defences,  or  anything 
of  that  kind,  and  a  majority  of  the  smaller 
colonies  combined  against  them,  unless  tho 
senate  had  the  power  of  amendment  the 
result  would  be  that  the  wdll  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  membei's  w^ould  prevail.  Let  us 
take  the  reverse  of  that.  Let  us  take  tho 
case  of  2,500,000  people  who  ought  to 
be  taxed  for  a  particular  purpose,  and 
250,000  people,  representing  some  of  the 
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smaller  states,  are  to  have  the  power  of 
preventing  them  being  taxed  in  a  certain 
direction.  M  hat  will  the  result  be  1  The 
power  of  preventing  taxation  in  a  certain 
direction  must  absolutely  result  in  taxa¬ 
tion  in  another  direction  ;  and  the  result 
would  be  that  the  minority  would  govern 
the  majority.  That  would  be  the  prac¬ 
tical  outcome  of  the  proposal.  If  the 
states,  through  the  senate,  are  going  to 
be  empowered  to  veto  the  proceedings 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  so  far  as 
money  matters  are  concerned,  and  prevent 
the  imposition  of  taxation  in  a  given  di¬ 
rection — if  the  minority  can  prevent  that, 
the  result  will  be  that  if  you  are  to 
carry  on  government  at  all,  as  you  must 
impose  taxation,  you  must  impose  that 
tiixation  in  accordance  wdth  the  wdll  of 
the  minority.  Surely  that  is  not  what 
we  wish  to  be  done  ;  surely  this  Con¬ 
vention  has  not  met  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  a  power  to  the  minority  of  the 
people  of  this  grand  dominion  to  impose 
taxation  on  the  majority  against  their  wdll. 
That  will  be  the  practical  result  of  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith’s  proposal.  One  side  or 
another  must  give  way ;  and  if  the  majority 
are  bound  to  give  way,  the  result  must  be 
that  the  minority  will  rule.  Surely  that  is 
a  state  of  affairs  to  wliich  my  hon.  friend 
does  not  wish  to  bring  us. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  What  is  the  use  of 
the  senate,  then  ? 

Mr.  MUNRO  ;  I  will  come  to  that  in 
a  moment ;  I  am  only  dealing  with  the 
question  of  finance  at  present.  The  hon. 
gentleman  also  puts  it  that  he  does  not 
think  the  government  or  the  executive 
should  be  responsible  to  the  house  of 
representatives. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Xo,  no.  I  said 
nothing  of  the  kind.  I  said  I  did  not  think 
it  should  be  a  rigid  rule  of  the  constitution 
that  it  must  be  responsible  to  one  house 
only.  I  repeated  that  about  ten  times,  and 
I  thought  I  had  made  myself  clear* 

[I/r,  Munro, 


Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  admit  that  that  ig 
clear  enough  ;  but  to  whom  is  the  execu¬ 
tive  to  be  responsible  1  Is  it  to  be  respon¬ 
sible  to  both  houses ;  wdll  it  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  have  a  vote  of  w  ant  of  confi¬ 
dence  in  both  chambers  to  remove  a  go¬ 
vernment  1  Is  that  wdiat  is  proposed  1 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No,  no  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  really  want  to  under¬ 
stand  wffiere  we  are,  and  wdiat  is  meant 
If  the  vote  of  the  house  of  representatives 
is  not  sufficient  to  dislodge  a  government, 
what  is  sufficient  ?  What  is  to  be  the 
process  by  which  a  government  is  to  be 
dislodged.  What  is  to  be  the  process  by 
which  a  government  is  to  be  removed  if 
the  house  of  representatives  has  not  the 
power  to  remove  them  ?  Whilst  the  hon. 
gentleman  submitted  a  number  of  conun¬ 
drums  to  us,  he  did  not  clearly  show  us 
how  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty.  I  fol¬ 
lowed  the  hon.  gentleman  very  closely, 
and  I  read  his  speech  very  carefully  this 
morning  in  order  that  I  might  understand 
what  he  really  means  ;  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  he  brings  us  into  this  difficulty. 
He  says,  “I  do  not  w’ant  this  constitu¬ 
tion  to  provide  that  the  executive  shall  be 
responsible  to  the  house  of  representatives; 
I  want  the  responsibility  to  be  divided 
between  the  tw^o  chambers.’^  But  he  has 
not  indicated  how  that  is  to  be  carried 
out;  how  the  two  chambers  are  to  act 
with  the  view  of  either  appointing  or  re¬ 
moving  the  executive.  That  is  the  diffi¬ 
culty  submitted  to  us,  the  difficulty  which 
w’e  do  not  get  over. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  propose  to 
leave  to  the  future  the  avoiding  of  these 
difficulties,  and  that  v/o  should  not  make 
difficulties  in  advance  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  understand  our  duty 
as  delegates  to  the  Convention  lies  in  this 
direction  :  that  we  are  to  form  a  stable  and 
w’orkable  government.  We  are  to  form 
a  constitution  which  will  he  so  w’^orkable 
that  all  interests  in  this  grand  dominion 
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be  as  fairly  represented  as  possible. 
AVe  must  have  the  instrument  sufficiently 
pliable  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  business 
ill  a  proper  manner.  If  we  do  not  carry 
this  out  we  shall  probably  form  an  institu¬ 
tion  which  will  be  something  like  tlie  con¬ 
gress  which  was  originally  formed  in  the 
United  States,  before  they  formed  the  Con¬ 
stitution  wliich  now  exists,  and  in  regard 
to  which  this  is  said  in  ‘‘The  United 
States,  its  History  and  Constitution,^^  by 
Alexander  Johnston,  page  79  : 

The  Articles  of  Confederation,”  adopted  in 
1777,  were  thus  calculated  for  the  meridian  of 
the  state  legislatures  which  were  to  pass  upon 
them.  The  new  government  M'as  to  be  merely 
a  firm  league  of  friendship”  between  sovereign 
states,  which  were  to  retain  every  power  not 
“expressly”  delegated  to  Congress;  there  was 
to  be  one  house  of  congress,  in  which  each  state 
was  to  have  an  equal  vote,  with  no  national 
executive  or  judiciary ;  and  congress,  while 
keeping  the  power  to  ]x)rrow  money,  w'as  to 
have  no  power  to  levy  taxes,  or  to  provide  in 
any  way  for  payment  of  the  money  borrowed — 
only  to  make  recommendations  to  the  states,  or 
requisitions  on  the  states,  which  they  pledged 
tlieir  public  faith  to  obey.  The  states  were  for¬ 
bidden  to  make  treaties,  w^ar,  or  peace,  to  grant 
titles  of  nobility,  to  keep  vessels  of  war  or 
soldiers,  or  to  lay  imposts  W’hich  should  conflict 
with  treaties  already  proposed  to  France  or 
Spain.  Important  measures  required  the  votes 
of  nine  of  the  thirteen  states,  and  amendments 
tlie  votes  of  all.  Congress  had  hardly  more  than 
an  advisary  power  at  the  best.  It  had  no  power 
to  prevent  or  punish  offences  against  its  own 
laws,  or  even  to  perform  effectively  the  duties 
enjoined  upon  it  V>y  the  articles  of  confedera¬ 
tion.  It  alone  could  declare  war  ;  but  it  had 
no  power  to  compel  the  enlistment,  arming,  or 
support  of  an  army.  It  alone  could  fix  the 
needed  amount  of  revenue  ;  but  the  taxes  could 
only  be  collected  by  the  states  at  their  own 
pleasure.  It  alone  could  decide  disputes  be- 
tw'een  the  states  ;  but  it  had  no  power  to  compel 
either  disputant  to  respect  or  obey  its  decisions. 
It  alone  could  make  treaties  witli  foreign  nations, 
but  it  had  no  pow'er  to  prevent  individual  states 
from  violating  them.  Even  commerce,  foreign 
iind  domestic,  was  to  be  regulated  entirely  by 
the  states,  and  it  was  not  long  before  state  sel¬ 
fishness  began  to  show  itself  in  the  regulation  of 
duties  on  imports.  In  everything  the  states  were 
D 


to  be  sovereign,  and  their  creature,  the  federal 
government,  w'as  to  have  only  strength  enough 
to  bind  the  states  into  nominal  unity,  and  only 
life  enough  to  assure  it  of  its  own  practical  im¬ 
potence. 

Surely  are  not  going  to  impose  a  form 
of  government  of  that  kind.  Surely  we 
do  not  want  to  have  a  government  which 
will  not  have  the  inherent  power  in  itself, 
and  a  constitution  'which  will  not  give  the 
inherent  power  to  those  who  represent  the 
whole  of  the  dominion,  to  carry  on  their 
own  business.  If  we  are  to  divide  that 
power  equally  in  connection  with  ques¬ 
tions  of  finance,  between  the  senate  and 
the  house  of  representatives,  the  re.sult 
would  absolutely  be  want  of  po'sver  to 
carry  on  business  at  all. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  How  about  the 
United  States'? 

Mr.  ^lUXRO  :  The  United  States  are 
in  a  totally  diflferent  position.  In  the 
United  States  the  real  executive  power 
is  in  the  senate,  because  the  senate  can  veto 
the  appointments  made  by  the  President, 
and  there  is  no  responsible  government. 
We  are  now  dealing,  I  understand,  with 
the  idea  of  having  responsible  government 
in  this  dominion  of  ours.  I,  for  one,  be¬ 
lieve  in  responsible  government.  It  is  the 
only  form  of  government  with  which  we 
are  familiar,  and  under  which  we  are  best 
able  to  do  our  busines.s.  But  how  can  you 
have  responsible  government  if  you  have 
a  governor  calling  in  an  executiv^e  as  his 
advisers,  and  if  after  that  executive  has 
submitted  financial  mea.sures  to  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  shown  that  they  ai-e 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  good  of  the 
country,  the  senate  vetoes  the  measure.s. 
Where,  then,  does  the  responsibility  lie  1 
The  responsibility  must  lie  in  the  senate, 
not  ill  the  house  of  repi'esentatives,  because 
if  the  senate  is  to  prevent  the  house  of 
representatives  carrying  out  financial 
operations  the  result  is  that  the  senate  is 
supreme.  And  that  is  the  difference 
between  what  we  are  proposing  to  do,  and 
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^'hat  has  occurred  in  the  United  States. 
I  quite  admit  that  the  United  States  sys¬ 
tem  suits  them  j  and  if  we  are  simply 
going  to  form  e-  republic,  and  to  establisli 
an  institution  in  which  the  executive  will 
not  be  in  Farliament,  and  will  not  bo  re¬ 
sponsible,  the  state  of  affairs  will  be  totally 
different.  But  I  am  contemplating  that 
this  Convention  has  in  view  the  formation 
of  true  responsible  government  Now,  I 
quite  admit  that  in  the  'Australian  colo¬ 
nies  we  have  never  had  true  responsible 
government,  'SVe  have  what  is  called  re¬ 
sponsible  government,  but  we  have  not  re- 
sjmnsible  government  in  reality.  If  we  had 
responsible  government  we  should  never 
have  had  the  troubles  we  have  had  in  the 
past  in  regard  to  our  two  chambers.  If  our 
ministers  occupied  the  positions  they  ought 
to  occupy  under  a  dominion  government, 
and  such  as  are  occupied  by  the  British 
Government - 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Have  there  been  no 
troubles  in  England  under  responsible  go¬ 
vernment  ? 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  admit  that  they  have 
had  troubles  there  and  everywhere  else. 
There  are  troubles  wherever  human  bein<>’s 
exist ;  but  I  say  that  whilst  there  may  be 
troubles,  we  are  not  called  upon  to  create 
them  ourselves  by  bringing  new  parties 
into  the  contract  who  will  be  bound  to 
cause  troubles  amongst  us.  The  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Fysh,  takes  a  more  hopeful  view 
of  the  situation,  and  whilst  leaning,  in 
some  respects,  towards  giving  some  power 
to  thesenate,he  honestly  admits  that  the  ul¬ 
timate  decision  must  be  with  the  house  of 
representatives ;  and  without  that  I  do  not 
see  how  we  are  to  form  a  proper  consti¬ 
tution  at  all.  I  was  well  pleased  indeed 
with  the  tone  of  his  remarks  in  that  direc¬ 
tion.  I  thought,  he  Ijeing  a  member  of  an 
upper  chamber,  that  his  leaning  might  be 
strongly  in  another  direction. 

Dr.  CocKBURX:  There  is  no  analogy 
between  a  senate  and  an  upper  chamber  ! 
[d/r,  Alunro, 


jNIr.  MUNRO  :  There  is  a  little  analogy; 
they  are  not  the  same,  I  admit. 

Sir  Thomas  McTlwuaitii  :  The  hon. 
member^s  argument  is  founded  on  the  fact 
that  they  are  the  same  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO:  Oh,  no!  I  shall  come 
to  that  matter  directly.  I  am  only  deal¬ 
ing  at  present  wuth  the  quastion  of 
finance ;  I  am  only  dealing  with  the  fact 
that  some  one  must  be  responsible  for  the 
finances.  You  cannot  arrange  the  finances 
of  a  country  by  having  co  ordinate  juris¬ 
diction  in  two  chambers.  While  I  state 
what  I  have  stated  with  regard  to  the  re¬ 
marks  of  the  President,  with  which  I  have 
already  stated  I  was  very  well  pleased 
indeed,  I  am  not  so  well  pleased  with  the 
resolutions.  While  you,  sir,  seemed  to  l)e 
very  clear  as  to  your  own  ideas  of  wdiat 
sort  of  constitution  we  ought  to  have,  the 
resolutions  submitted  to  us  do  not  seem  to 
be  quite  so  clear  in  that  direction ;  and 
looking  carefully  through  them  it  appeared 
to  me  that  there  was  something  wanting 
— that  is,  with  regard  to  tho  first  series  of 
resolutions  ;  I  do  not  mean  with  regard 
to  the  second  series  of  resolutions.  The 
first  series  of  resolutions  states : 

That  the  powers  and  prhdleges  and  territorial 
rights  of  the  several  existing  colonies  shall  re¬ 
main  intact,  except  in  respect  to  such  surren¬ 
ders  as  may  l>o  agreed  upon  as  necessary  and 
incidental  to  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
national  federal  government. 

Of  course  we  could  mould  a  constitution 
upon  a  resolution  of  that  sort  in  any  direc¬ 
tion  we  might  think  proper.  There  is  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount  of  vagueness  about  it  which, 
perhaps,  is  necessary  at  the  commencement, 
^but  whicli,  probably,  will  require  to  be 
amended  in  Committee.  I  do  not  intend 
to  submit  an  amendment,  but  shall  merely 
state  my  view  as  to  how  the  resolution 
ought  to  read.  Instead  of  the  1st  resolu¬ 
tion  I  would  say  : 

The  powers  and  authority  necessary  or  inci¬ 
dental  to  tlie  federal  government  shall  ho  set 
forth  in  the  constitution.  The  powers  not  dele- 
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gated  to  the  federal  government  hy  tlie  consti¬ 
tution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  federated 
colonies,  are  reserved  to  the  colonics  respec¬ 
tively  or  to  the  people. 

That  is  the  wording  of  the  latter  part  of 
one  of  the  clauses  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  it  puts  the  matter 
very  clearly  as  to  wliat  power.s  are  given 
to  tlie  federal  government,  and  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  understanding  it.  Then  with 
regard  to  the  2nd  resolution : 

Tliat  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
federated  colonies,  whether  l)y  means  of  land 
carriage  or  coastal  navigation,  shall  be  abso¬ 
lutely  free. 

I  may  say  that  there  is  some  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  some  of  the  delegates  with  regard 
to  wliat  is  intended  by  this  resolution.  I 
can  clearly  understand  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  give  effect  to  this  resolution 
until  the  federal  parliament  has  passed  a 
law  giving  effect  to  it.  That  is  my  view 
with  regard  to  it  ;  but  otliers  are  of 
opinion  that  it  is  intended  to  put  this  in 
the  Constitution,  and  the  result  would  be 
that  there  would  be  intercolonial  free- 
trade  before  the  federal  parliament  had 
power  to  deal  with  the  tariff  at  all. 

Hox.  Members  :  No  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Of  course  that  would 
be  impossible,  and  consequently  I  thought 
that  this  form  would  suit  better  : 

All  customs  duties  shall  be  uniform  through¬ 
out  the  federated  colonies,  and  the  power  and 
authority  to  impose  such  duties  shall  be  vested 
in  the  federal  house  of  representatives.  All 
laws  imposing  customs  duties  shall  be  subject 
to  the  provision  that  trade  and  intercourse 
between  the  federated  colonies  shall  be  free. 

That  would  be  provided  by  the  law  to  be 
passed  by  the  federal  parliament  after  it 
had  met,  instead  of  being  in  doubt  as  it 
is  at  the  present  time.  With  regard  to 
tlie  trade  being  free  as  between  the  colo¬ 
nies,  of  course  wo  who  here  represent  a 
colony  which  lias  for  many  years  estab¬ 
lished  a  protective  system  must  be  guarded 
in  the  action  that  we  take  in  this  matter, 
because  under  our  system  very  important 


trades  and  manufactories  and  establish¬ 
ments  liave  been  created,  and  unless 
we  take  some  means  to  secure  that 
they  shall  not  be  ruthlessly  dealt  witli, 
and  shall  not  be  deprived  of  their  position 
without  having  any  power  to  resist  the 
action  that  is  taken  with  regard  to  them, 
I  think  we  should  fail  in  our  duty.  We 
are  here  undoubtedly  to  concede  all  that 
we  possibly  can  with  a  view  to  have  a  pro¬ 
per  constitution  for  the  federated  colonies  ; 
we  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  establish¬ 
ing  a  thorough  dominion,  and  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  conceding  all  that  we  possibly  can ; 
but  1  do  not  think  we  should  be  justified 
in  allowing  any  doubt  to  remain  upon 
this  question — that  is,  on  the  question 
whether  the  intercourse  between  the  colo¬ 
nies  should  be  free  prior  to  the  federal 
parliament  having  power  to  form  its  own 
tariff.  I  think  that  that  question  should 
be  put  beyond  any  doubt.  I,  for  one,  am 
quite  sure  that  we  should  be  perfectly  safe 
with  the  federal  parliament;  I  am  quite 
satisfied  on  that  point,  but  others  are  not. 
Others  hold  a  different  opinion,  and,  of 
course,  we  shall  have  considerable  diffi¬ 
culty  in  getting  our  constituents  to  agree 
with  us  in  allowing  the  federal  parliament 
to  deal  with  this  question  ;  but  we  shall 
have  far  greater  difficulty  in  reconciling 
them  to  the  change  if  we  are  not  clear  in 
telling  them  that  prior  to  any  free-trade 
existing  between  the  colonies  the  federal 
parliament  will  bo  enabled  to  form  its  own 
tariff  and  pass  its  own  laws.  We  ought  to 
be  able  to  give  them  that  assurance,  and 
I  am  quite  sure  that  that  is  the  intention 
of  the  delegates  here  present,  but  we  ought 
to  have  it  put  in  such  a  form  that  there 
can  be  no  doubt  about  it.  With  regard 
to  the  military  and  naval  defence  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  being  intrusted  to  federal  forces,  of 
course  no  one  can  object  to  that ;  in  fact, 
one  of  the  reasons  why  this  Convention 
has  been  called  into  existence,  and  why  it 
is  necessary  to  have  the  dominion  at  all,  ia 
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to  have  the  defences  put  on  a  proper  foot¬ 
ing.  There  is  no  doubt  at  all  about  that  ; 
but  in  order  to  do  that  it  is  absolutely 
necCvSsary  that  the  power  of  initiating  tax¬ 
ation  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  execu¬ 
tive,  and  that  the  house  of  representatives 
should  have  the  power  of  the  purse.  I 
have  added  further,  altering  the  form  of 
the  resolution  : 

After  the  portion  required  for  federal  pur¬ 
poses  has  been  reserved,  the  revenue  derived 
from  customs  duties  shall  be  equitably  dis¬ 
tributed  among  the  federated  colonies  on  the 
Imsis  of  population. 

I  put  it  in  that  form  for  this  reason,  that 
the  customs  duties  are  really  derivable 
from  the  colonies  in  proportion  to  popula¬ 
tion,  for  the  larger  the  population  the  larger 
will  be  the  consumption  of  dutiable  articles, 
and  consequently  there  should  be  some 
equitable  system  by  which  they  would  get  a 
return  in  proportion  to  the  amount  derived 
from  them.  With  regard  to  the  further 
resolution.s,  I  quite  concur  in  the  resolu¬ 
tions  on  this  paper,  with  perhaps  one  or 
two  slight  amendments.  The  constitution 
of  the  legislature  is  thus  described  : 

A  parliament,  to  consist  of  a  senate  and  a 
house  of  representatives,  the  former  consisting 
•of  an  equal  number  of  members  from  each  pro¬ 
vince,  to  ])e  elected  by  a  system  which  shall 
provide  for  the  retirement  of  one-third  of  the 
members  every  years,  so  securing  to  the 

bo<ly  itself  a  perpetual  existence  combined  with 
definite  responsibility  to  the  electors,  the  latter 
to  be  elected  by  districts  formed  on  a  population 
basis,  and  to  possess  the  sole  power  of  origin¬ 
ating  and  amending  all  bills  appropriating  re¬ 
venue  or  imposing  taxation. 

Then  for  the  administration  of  justice  in 
its  higliest  form,  it  is  proposed  to  establish 
a  judiciar}^  consisting  of  a  federal  supreme 
court,  which  shall  constitute  a  high  court  of 
appeal  for  Australia,  under  the  direct  autliority 
of  the  Sovereign,  whose  decisions,  as  such,  shall 
be  final. 

Upon  the  latter  clause  I  have  some  doubt. 
I  am  not  quite  sure  that  it  would  be  pru¬ 
dent  for  us  at  this  stage  to  absolutely  pre¬ 
vent  any  Australian  from  appealing  to  the 
[J/r.  Afunro, 


Privy  Council  under  any  circumstances. 
I  am  not  quite  sure  that  we  ought  to  go  so 
far  as  that  at  the  present  stage.  I  am  not 
quite  sure  that  we  ought  not  to  leave  open 
some  door  by  which,  at  least  for  the  pre¬ 
sent,  the  po\ver  of  appeal  now  existing 
should  not  be  changed  for  .some  time.  I 
think,  Mr.  President,  that  that  i.s  one  of 
the  links  that  bind  us  to  the  home  coun¬ 
try.  We  who  are  loyal  subjects  of  the 
Queen  are  always  anxious  that  nothing 
should  be  done  to  even  weaken  any  link 
that  binds  us  to  the  mother  country,  and 
the  power  of  appeal  in  certain  cases,  along 
with  the  appointment  of  our  colonial  go¬ 
vernors,  are  really  the  two  important  links 
that  bind  us  to  the  home  country. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  Cutting  the  first  strand  of 
the  painter  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  ;  I  think  so.  Although 
we  are  not  called  upon  at  this  stage  to  deal 
with  details,  I  think  it  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  to  mention  some  of  the  details,  in 
order  to  give  our  intei-pretation  of  what 
we  wish  the  Constitution  to  be,  because  we 
might  talk  for  a  month  about  generalities 
and  never  come  to  anything  practical,  un¬ 
less  we  indicate  some  of  the  details  which 
we  wish  to  see  in  the  Constitution ;  and 
for  that  reason  I  mention  some  of  the 
things  that  I  should  like  to  see  provided 
for ;  of  course,  mentioning  them  merely 
with  the  view  of  showing  the  direction  in 
which  my  mind  goes  in  these  matters.  For 
instance,  I  think  we  should  provide,  first 
of  all,  for  the  governor-general  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Crown — I  do  not  think  that 
there  is  much  difference  of  opinion  on  that 
point — that  the  senate  should  be  elected 
or  appointed  by  the  legi.slaturc  of  the 
various  colonies  ;  that  the  hou.se  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  or  commons,  should  be  elected 
by  the  whole  people  of  the  various  colonies. 

Sir  Thomas  McIlwraitii  :  Women,  of 
course,  included  ! 

IVIr.  MUNRO:  I  have  not  the  least 
objection  to  their  being  included. 


Federal  Constitution  : 


Resolutions, 


53 


[o  JMarcii,  1891.j 


Sir  Tiic:^rAS  McIlwraitii  :  That  is  what 
the  lion,  member  said  ! 

Mr.  IVrUNIlO  :  Wlien  we  talk  of  the 
whole  peojde,  we  mean  the  whole  of  the 
electors. 

Sir  Thomas  IMcTlwraitii  :  The  males  ! 

Mr.  MUNllO:  That  is  the  law  at  pre¬ 
sent.  If  you  like  to  alter  the  law,  I  have 
no  objection  to  women  having  votes ;  but 
I  am  dealing  with  matters  as  they  stand 
at  present.  At  present  the  electors  of  the 
whole  of  the  colonies  should  elect  the 
liouse  of  representatives.  Then — this  is 
a  point  to  which  Mr.  Douglas  called  my 
attention — the  two  houses  should  have  co¬ 
ordinate  power  with  regard  to  general 
legislation  ;  leaving  the  question  of  finance 
out  of  consideration,  on  all  other  questions 
the  two  houses  should  have  co-ordinate 
power.  Then  the  interests  of  the  various 
states  would  be  protected  as  to  general 
legislation.  But  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  or  commons,  ought  to  be  supreme  in 
questions  of  finance.  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  whatever  on  that  point.  Then,  as 
T  have  already  stated,  there  should  be  a 
common  tariff  and  intercolonial  free- trade. 

I  think  that  the  following  powei's  should 
be  given  to  the  federal  government :  The 
regulation  of  trade  and  commerce,  includ¬ 
ing  bankruptcy  laws  and  sea  fisheries; 
navigation  and  shipping  laws,  including 
the  management  of  pilots,  beacons,  buoys, 
and  lighthou.ses;  control  of  the  post  offices 
and  telegraphs  ;  the  laws  with  regard  to 
marriage  and  divorce  and  probate  ;  the  de¬ 
fences  by  sea  and  land  ;  loans  for  federal 
purposes ;  engagement  of  federal  officials  ; 
payment  of  federal  salaries  ;  banking,  cur¬ 
rency  and  coinage ;  bills  of  exchange  and 
promissory-notes  ;  census  and  statistics  ; 
patents  and  copyrights  ;  weights  and  mea¬ 
sures ;  federal  criminal  laws,  gaols,  etc.; 
aliens  and  naturalisation. 

Ml.  ]\IooRE  :  Does  the  hon.  member 
associate  the  question  of  taxation  with 
that  of  finance? 

IMr.  MDNBO  ;  Certainly, 


Mr.  Moore  :  Does  the  lion,  member 
mean  to  limit  the  sole  control  of  all  tax¬ 
ation  to  the  house  of  repre.3entatives  ? 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  say  that  they  should 
have  the  ultimate  power.  I  am  satisfied 
that  under  responsible  government,  and  in 
justice  to  all  the  colonies,  you  must  do  that. 
You  cannot  allow  a  small  section  to  govern 
the  majority  on  a  question  of  finance  ;  you 
cannot  give  250,000  persons  the  power  to 
tax  2,500,000  against  their  will.  Surely 
that  sort  of  thing  is  not  intended.  This  is 
all  I  contend  for.  I  do  not  want  to  take  up 
more  of  the  time  of  the  Convention  than  I 
have  already  done.  I  think  I  have  tres¬ 
passed  too  much  on  the  time.  I  am  very 
well  pleased  to  take  your  advice,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent.  While  I,  as  strongly  as  I  can,  give 
expression  to  my  view.s,  I  think  that  we 
are  here  for  the  purpose  of  giving  and 
taking.  I  think  we  are  here  for  the 
purpose  of  stating  our  views  as  strongly 
as  we  like,  but  finally  to  take  into  considera¬ 
tion  which  views  ought  to  prevail  ;  and  I 
am  willing  to  do  all  I  canto  enable  us  to  form 
a  government  which  wfll  be  a  credit  to  us 
all,  which  will  be  sufficiently  strong  to  do 
its  own  work,  and  sufficiently  eflfective  to 
see  that  its  laws  are  carried  out,  but  in  no 
vray  to  interfere  with  the  colonies  as  far 
as  their  business  is  concerned.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  when  we  come  to  thrash  the 
matter  out  that  will  be  the  view  of  nearly 
all  the  delegates,  and,  in  fact,  of  all  the 
colonies.  If  we  are  to  federate  at  all  we 
must  federate  on  a  basis  that  as  near  as 
possible  will  be  just  to  the  whole  of  the 
colonie.s,  and,  at  the  same  time  sufficiently 
effective  to  enable  the  executive  to  carry 
on  its  work  in  a  proper  manner. 

IMr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  think  that  in  the 
discussion  of  tliis  question  the  example 
that  has  been  set  us  by  the  various 
sj^eakci's  is  very  good  in  its  commendable 
brevity,  because  I  look  upon  those  resolu¬ 
tions  as  simply  the  gmundwork  upon 
which  we  are  to  proceed  to  build  the  bill. 

Second  day, 
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The  great  work  of  the  Convention  will 
niidoubtedly  take  place  in  Coininittec, 
when  we  arc  discussing  the  provisions 
that  sliould  be  contiiined  in  the  bill.  I 
look  upon  these  resolutions  in  the  same 
light  as  you,  Mr.  President,  do,  namely, 
as  the  foundation  to  build  a  bill  ui>on, 
and  I  think  that  now  we  should  not  go 
into  matters  of  detail  at  all,  but  confine 
oureelves  to  the  more  important  principles 
that  are  laid  down  in  the  resolutions 
before  us.  The  resolutions  naturally 
divide  themselves  into  two  parts.  Upon 
the  first  part,  with  regard  to  the  powers  that 
should  be  given  to  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  that  we  propose  to  create,  there  a|> 
pears  to  be  very  little  discussion,  and  the 
expression  of  opinion  is  practically  in 
favour  of  the  propositions  laid  down.  The 
first  proposition  laid  down  is  that  we 
should  not  take  from  the  various  colonies 
any  more  power  than  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  give  to  the  federal  government,  so  that 
the  federal  government  may  have  power  to 
carry  on  its  functions  properly.  I  pointed 
out  at  the  Melbourne  Conference  that  that 
appeared  to  me  to  be  the  principle  on  which 
we  should  act,  and  a  principle  which,  if  we 
afi&rm  it,  will  to  a  considerable  extent  do 
away  with  the  jealousy  likely  to  be  created 
as  between  the  various  governments  and 
the  federal  government  that  we  are  endea¬ 
vouring  to  build  up.  I  am  glad  that  that 
provision  is  included  in  the  President’s  pro¬ 
posals.  With  regard  to  the  2nd  resolution  : 

That  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
federated  colonies,  whether  by  means  of  land 
carriage  or  coastal  navigation,  shall  be  abso¬ 
lutely  free — 

it  appears  to  me  that  the  la.st  speaker,  IMr. 
Munro,  of  "V  ictoria,  has  fallen  into  an  error 
in  supposing  that,  because  this  resolution 
with  regard  to  free  intercourse  is  here,  it 
would  mean  that  free  intercourse  between 
the  various  colonies  should  take  place  before 
the  federal  parliament  bad  time  to  pass  a 
tariff  bill  fixing  the  tariff  for  all  the  colonies. 

[J/r.  Flay  ford. 


INlr.  Munro:  I  do  not  think  so;  but 
others  thought  so  ! 

]Mr.  PLAYFOKD  :  Wo  do  not  intend 
to  do  anything  of  the  sort.  It  stands  to 
reason  that  until  tlie  federal  parliament 
has  had  time  to  draft  a  bill,  and  that  bill 
has  become  law,  we  shall  have  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  our  own  tariffs,  and  when  that 
bill  is  passed  into  law  a  day  will  be 
fixed  on  which  the  tariff  will  come  into 
operation,  and  all  the  other  tariffs  of  the 
various  Australian  colonies  will  cease.  In 
alluding  to  this  question  just  now,  Mr. 
Munro  suggested  some  amendment.  I  did 
not  take  it  down  at  the  time  ;  but  I  think 
that  the  lion,  member  was  under  the  im¬ 
pression  that  the  federal  government 
would  be  able  to  give  back  to  the  various 
local  governments  practically  the  whole 
of  the  customs  revenue  they  would  raise. 

Mr.  jMunro  :  Ko  1 

Mr.  PLAYFOPD  :  And  that  it  would 
be  given  back  to  the  various  local  govern¬ 
ments  in  proportion  to  the  population  of 
their  respective  colonies.  If  we  consider  . 
for  a  moment  that  the  federal  government 
must  have  an  executive,  and  will  have 
to  provide  the  necessary  payment  for  the  | 
federal  forces,  for  the  federal  executive, 
and  for  various  other  matters,  we  must  \ 
see  that  they  will  have  to  derive  a  revenue  \ 
in  some  way  or  other ;  and  the  most  diffi-  c 
cult  question,  I  think,  which  the  mem-  I 
bers  of  the  Convention  will  find,  when  j 
they  come  to  deal  with  it,  will  be  the  ad-  | 
justraent  of  that  financial  part  of,  if  I  may  ; 
so  call  it,  tlie  trouble  between  the  federal  : 
government  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  [ 
local  governments  on  the  other.  It  may  \ 
be  necessary  that,  in  certain  instances,  we  \ 
should  be  paid  back  by  the  federal  govern-  ) 
inent  a  proportion  of  the  money  that  we,  as  | 
local  governments,  derive  from  customs,  j 
The  great  trouble  you  will  have,  after  all,  j 
will  be,  as  in  the  case  of  Canada,  in  con-  ■ 
nection  with  the  adjustment  of  finances.  I 
In  Canada  they  had  a  national  debt  which,  I 
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compared  with  oui-s,  was  very  small — 
T  think  it  amounted  to  only  about 
£10,000,000  or  £12,000,000,  as  against 
our  £150,000,000.  Like  us,  however,  they 
had  local  governments,  which  had  raised 
money  to  an  extent  considerably  more 
than  that  to  which  it  had  been  raised  by 
their  neighbours  per  head  o£  the  popula¬ 
tion.  We  have  local  governments  which 
have  borrowed  money  to  the  extent  of 
about  £60  per  head  of  the  population,  and 
others  again  who  have  not  borrowed  to 
the  extent  of  more  than  £20  per  head. 
While  they  must  give  up  a  certain  pro¬ 
portion  of  their  customs  duties  to  the 
general  ]>arliament,  there  must  be  some 
adjustment,  by  which  all  the  colonies  will 
be  placed  upon  a  fair  footing,  and  whereby 
the  federal  government  will  take  and  pay 
back  to  the  colonies  some  portion  of  the 
customs  revenue.  But  the  amount  must 
be  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the 
debt  the  federal  government  takes  over 
for  each  individual  colony.  It  will  be  a 
difficult  question  to  solve ;  but  it  is  one 
that  will  have  to  be  solved.  The  way  in 
which  it  was  solved  in  Canada  is  well 
known  to  members  of  the  Convention.  I 
think  it  was  tlie  province  of  Quebec  wliich 
had  borrowed  more  than  had  any  of  the 
other  provinces,  and  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  said,  ‘‘We  will  take  over  your  debt; 
but  w’e  will  not  pay  you  anything  out  of 
the  customs  revenue.”  Otlier  colonies 
which  had  borrow'ed  less  received,  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  receive,  a  certain  subsidy  from  the 
federal  government,  in  proportion  to  their 
debt,  the  dominion  parliament  taking  their 
debts  upon  its  own  shoulders. 

Bibbs  :  Does  the  hon.  gentleman 
contemplate  the  federal  government  tak¬ 
ing  over  any  portion  of  the  public  debt  ? 

Mr.  PLAYFORD:  Undoubtedly.  I 
say  that  if  the  federal  government  take 
over  the  defences,  they  must  take  over 
the  debts. 

Mr.  Fvsn  :  For  defence  purposes  1 


Mr.  PLAY'FORD  :  Exactly.  We,  in 
South  Australia,  have  built  a  war-ship, 
for  wffiich  we  have  paid  out  of  loan,  and 
we  shall  expect  the  federal  government  to 
take  it  over.  Then  there  are  certain  forts 
which  we  have  erected  partly  out  of  loan, 
and  partly  out  of  the  general  revenue. 
We  shall  expect  the  federal  government 
to  take  over  those  forts,  and  to  pay  us  for 
them,  and  to  take  over  the  debt  in  con¬ 
nection  with  them.  There  are  other  ques¬ 
tions  of  a  similar  kind  which  suggest 
themselves  naturally,  and  which  will  have 
to  be  similarly  dealt  with.  Take  the  post- 
offices.  If  we  agree  that  the  post-offices 
should  be  under  the  federal  government, 
that  government  must  of  course  take  over 
the  debts  in  connection  with  them.  Then 
there  are  the  telegraphs.  I  presume  the 
federal  government  will  take  over  the  debt 
incurred  by  South  Australia  in  that  very 
excellent  work  of  hers  which  has  benefited 
the  whole  of  the  colonies — I  refer  to  the 
overland  telegrapli  to  Port  Darwin.  The 
members  of  the  Convention  will  see  that 
with  regard  to  these  questions  or  the  taking 
over  of  the  customs  revenue  and  the  ad¬ 
justment  of  finances,  they  have  a  great 
work  in  front  of  them,  and  will,  to  my 
mind,  have  a  very  difficult  question  to 
solv’e.  But  that  the  federal  government 
will  not  be  able  to  give  back  to  the  colonies 
the  whole  of  the  customs  revenue  derived 
may  bo  taken  for  granted.  They  may  be 
able  to  give  back  a  part  ;  but  a  part  is  all 
they  will  bo  able  to  give.  With  reference 
to  the  next  portion  of  the  resolutions,  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  naval  and  military  defence 
of  the  colonies,  I  think  very  little  objec¬ 
tion  can  be  taken  to  it.  We  are  all  agreed, 

I  think,  to  defence  forming  portion  of 
the  powers  of  the  federal  parliament.  I 
now  come  to  a  very  important  part  of  the 
resolutions,  which  will,  I  think,  create  a 
great  amount  of  discussion — I  refer  to  the 
machinery  by  which  wo  shall  give  effect 
to  them,  that  is,  by  v.hicli  wo  shall  confer 
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these  powers  upon  the  federal  body.  The 
resolution  says : 

A  parliament,  to  consist  of  a  senate  and  a 
house  of  representatives,  the  former  consisting 
of  an  equal  numl>er  of  members  from  each  pro¬ 
vince,  to  be  electeil  by  a  system  which  shall  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  retirement  of  one-third  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  every  years, - 

I  think  it  will  be  better  to  provide  for  the 
retirement  of  more  than  a  third.  It  will 
be  better,  perhaps,  to  adopt  the  American 
system,  and  to  say,  instead  of  one-third, 
that  one-half  should  retire  every  three 
years,  making  the  period  for  which  the 
representatives  arc  elected  six  years,  one- 
half  going  out  every  three  years.  Tliat, 
however,  is  a  matter  of  detail. 

so  securing  to  the  body  itself  a  perpetual  exist¬ 
ence  combined  with  definite  responsibility  to  the 
electors,  the  latter  to  be  elected  by  districts 
formed  on  a  population  basis,  and  to  possess 
the  sole  power  of  originating  and  amending 
all  bills  appropriating  revenue  or  imposing 
taxation. 

Isow,  this  form  of  government  which  is 
proposed  by  the  President  is  the  form 
generally  in  vogue  throughout  the  various 
Australian  colonies. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Xo  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  In  practice  it  un¬ 
doubtedly  is  so. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  Not  so  far  as 
the  senate  is  concerned  ! 

Mr.  PL AA FORD:  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  in  practice  it  i.s.  AVe  know 
that  some  of  the  legislative  assemblies  in 
the  various  colonies  have  greater  power 
than  have  others  ^  but  the  general  prac¬ 
tice  is  that  tlie  houses  of  assembly — the 

people^s  houses  in  the  various  colonies _ 

universally  object  to  the  legislative  coun¬ 
cils  of  the-  different  colonies  amending 
their  money  bills.  There  is  no  doubt  about 
that ;  and  it  is  therefore  stated  in  so  many 
words  in  tliese  resolutions  what  are  the 
powers  of  the  popular  branch  of  tlie  legis¬ 
lature  in  regard  to  money  bills,  so  as  to 
make  the  point  quite  clear.  Unfortu- 
[d/r.  Vlayford, 


nately,  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  clia 
not  make  it  clear,  and  the  result  was  that 
the  two  houses  had  no  sooner  set  to  work 
tlian  a  deadlock  commenced  between  tliem 
It  is  only  by  a  compromise  or  compact 
entered  into  by  the  two  houses,  by  means 
of  which  the  Legislative  Council  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  make  suggestions  to  the  Legisla- 
live  Assembly  with  regard  to  money  bills-^ 
it  is  only  by  means  of  this  understanding 
that  we  have  been  able  to  carry  on  legisla¬ 
tion  at  all.  In  its  absence  we  should  have 
had  an  unmistakable  deadlock,  and  we 
should  have  had  eventually  to  appeal  to 
the  liome  Government  to  pass  a  bill  to  en¬ 
able  the  machinery  of  government  in  the 
colony  to  work  more  smoothly.  We  may 
take  this  provision  for  granted  if  \ve  are  to 
have  responsible  government.  The  resolu¬ 
tions  afterwards  go  on  to  provide  for  an 
executive,  for  a  governor-general,  and  for 
the  appointment  of  his  advisers  : 

Buch  persons  sitting  in  Parliament,  and  whose 
term  of  office  shall  depend  upon  their  possessing 
the  confidence  of  the  house  of  representatives 
expressed  by  the  support  of  the  majority. 

That,  at  all  events,  carries  out  the  same 
principle  as  is  in  force  in  the  various 
colonies  now,  and  unless  you  depart  from 
that  principle  you  are  in  this  fix  as  to  the 
senate,  that  you  are  about  to  give  the 
senate  power's  co-equal  with  those  of  the 
house  of  representatives  witli  regard  to 
tlie  amendment  of  money  bills,  thus  creat¬ 
ing  a  state  of  things  which  must  result  in 
an  unmistakable  deadlock. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Why  ] 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  represent  a  colony 
'who.se  interest  it  would  be  to  magnify  the 
senate  as  against  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  because,  in  proportion  to  its  popula¬ 
tion,  it  vv'oiikl  be  more  largely  represented 
ill  the  senate  than  in  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  which,  I  imagine,  will  be  elected 
upon  a  population  basis.  I  say  this  :  That 
tmle.ss  we  alter  our  system,  and  unless  we 
adopt  the  American  or  tho  Swiss  system, 
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and  provide  tliat  the  senate  and  liousc  of 
representatives  at  certain  times  shall  meet 
and  shall  appoint  their  own  executive — 
which  will  not  be  in  the  sense  in  which 
we  use  the  words,  “responsible  govern¬ 
ment  — unless  you  do  this,  the  scheme  is 
impracticable.  So  far  as  the  senate  is 
concerned,  while  we  give  it  all  the  neces¬ 
sary  power  to  veto,  to  absolutely  stop  any 
legislation  it  believes  to  be  injurious  to  the 
community  as  a  whole,  even  against  the 
will  and  wishes  of  the  lower  house,  we  must 
at  the  same  time  provide  that  so  far 
as  money  bills  are  concerned  one  house 
must  rule,  must  have  not  only  the  sole 
power  of  initiation,  but  must  be  able 
to  say  to  the  other  house  “You  may  make 
suggestions,  but  we  cannot  concede  you 
the  right  of  amendment.”  I  should  like 
the  members  of  the  Convention  to  consider 
these  two  questions.  Take  the  first  one 
— a  question  that  must  occupy  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  new  federal  parliament  directly 
it  is  called  into  being,  at  the  outset  of  its 
career — the  question  of  tariff.  Fancy  for 
a  moment  the  ministry  of  the  day,  who¬ 
ever  they  may  be,  responsible  only  to  the 
lower  house  having  to  pass  a  tariff  line 
by  line  through  the  two  houses.  It 
would  be  practically  impossible  to  do  so. 
The  Parliament  would  never  be  able  to 
come  to  a  decision  upon  any  important 
question  such  as  that  of  tarifi'  if  that  were 
the  case,  owing  to  the  multiplicity  of  de¬ 
tails  which  would  be  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  two  houses.  I  have  had  some 
experience  in  passing  a  tariff  through  a 
legislative  assembly.  I  am  informed  that 
when  the  measure  I  passed  was  in  Commit¬ 
tee  T  rose  no  less  than  400  times  to  ex¬ 
plain  various  matters.  I  know  what  it  is  to 
pass  a  tariff  through  one  house,  and  I  say 
that  if  the  government  of  the  day  had  to 
pass  a  tariff  through  the  senate,  as  well  as 
through  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
were  to  have  every  line  discussed  by  the 
two  houses,  having  to  please  two  bodies 


of  men — two  houses — the  result  would  be 
that  your  machinery  of  government  would 
not  work.  The  friction  would  often  be 
very  great ;  and  in  many  instances  the 
Parliament  would  experience  great  difid- 
culty  in  arriving  at  any  decision  what¬ 
ever.  Then  there  is  another  question  with 
which  the  two  houses  will  have  to  deal  at 
the  outset  of  their  career,  and  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  which,  if  you  give  them  co-ordi¬ 
nate  powers  and  jurisdiction,  you  will 
have  a  deadlock  occurring,  or  I  am  very 
much  mistaken,  I  refer  to  the  estimates. 
They  will  come  before  the  federal  2:)arlia- 
ment  annually,  and  I  presume  that  the 
ordinary  estimates  for  the  year  will  have 
to  be  passed  by  the  two  bouses.  Do  you 
propose  to  give  to  the  senate  the  right  to 
enter  into  every  little  detail?  Do  you 
propose  to  give  to  the  senate  the  right  to 
veto — as  was  pointed  out  by  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith — every  line  ?  Will  you  give  them 
the  right  to  say  whether  a  post-office  shall 
be  built  here  or  a  court-house  there  ?  If 
you  once  do  that,  you  wull  get  into  a  state 
of  confusion  wdiich  will  render  the  working 
of  your  constitution  almost  impossible.  It 
could  not  be  done  upon  such  lines. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  We  have  100 
years  of  example  to  show  the  contrary  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  Xo  ;  we  have  not 
100  years  of  example  to  show  the  contrary. 
We  have  no  such  example  in  America,  to 
which  country  the  hon.  gentleman,  I  2>re- 
sume,  refers.  Have  you  had  there  100 
years  of  example  to  show  the  working  of 
responsible  government  in  connection  with 
the  house  of  representatives,  which  is, 
after  all,  in  America  the  lower  house  in 
more  senses  of  the  word  than  one  ?  The 
lower  houses  in  our  jmrlh^ments  are  more 
powerful  than  arc  the  upper  houses.  Does 
any  one  here  intend  to  make  the  senate 
more  powerful  than  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  did  not  pro¬ 
pose  to  do  so  I 
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Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  That  will  depend 
upon  the  power  you  give  it.  If,  as  the 
Americans  do,  you  give  the  executive 
power  to  your  senate,  if  you  give  it  the 
right,  as  it  has  in  America,  to  amend 
money  bills  in  whatever  direction  it  pleases, 
and  limit  its  power  only  so  far  as  the  initia¬ 
tion  of  those  bills  is  concerned,  no  doubt  it 
will  become  a  body  similar  to  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  of  to-day.  But  under  a 
system  of  responsible  government  you  can¬ 
not  do  that.  You  cannot  graft  responsible 
government  on  to  the  American  system — a 
congi*ess,  as  it  is  called,  consisting  of  a 
senate  and  lower  house — and  make  it  work, 
because,  directly  you  graft  on  to  it  respon¬ 
sible  government,  you  take  away  at  one 
stroke  some  of  the  powers  the  senate 
possesses.  For  instance,  you  could  not 
allow  the  senate  to  say  that  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  day  should  not  appoint  such 
and  such  a  person  ambas.sador  to  Pekin, 
or  such  and  such  a  person  ambassador  to 
London.  You  cannot  carry  on  respon¬ 
sible  government  and  give  to  the  senate 
the  powers  which  it  possesses  in  America 
at  the  pre.sent  time.  You  cannot  give  the 
senate  such  powers  and  have  at  the  same 
time  a  responsible  executive.  I  think  that 
in  drawing  up  the  details  of  any  measure 
we  may  adopt,  we  ought  to  do  all  we  can 
to  prevent  tlie  larger  colonies — those  hav¬ 
ing  a  preponderance  of  population — being 
placed  in  a  position  in  which  they  can  ride 
roughshod  over  the  smaller  ones.  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  larger  colonies  do  not  wish  it, 
and  we  must  provide  some  means  of 
strengthening  the  senate  and  preventing 
the  house  of  representatives  from  riding 
roughslioil  over  it  other  than  by  giving  to 
it  power  to  amend  money  bills.  One  of 
the  great  pov/ers  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  would  liave,  if  the  senate  had  no 
power  to  amend  money  bills,  would  be 
to  tack  on  to  such  a  bill  some  measure 
which  they  knew  to  be  objectionable  to 
the  senate,  but  which  they  might  think 
[d/r.  riayford. 
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the  senate  would  nob  throw  out  lest  they 
might  injure  some  other  provision  v;bicli 
they  desired  to  see  the  law  of  the  land. 
We  ought  to  so  frame  our  Constitution 
that  this  po-wer  attempted  to  he  exer¬ 
cised,  and  occasionally  exercised  by  the 
lower  houses  in  the  colonies,  could  not 
be  exercised  by  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives.  We  should  provide,  I  think,  that 
as  regards  the  appropriation  bill  or  a 
tariff  bill,  each  question  must  be  forwarded 
to  the  senate  separately,  thus  preventing 
the  house  of  representatives  from  tacking 
on  to,  say,  an  appropriation  bill  a  proposal 
for  the  expenditure  of  money  in  some 
direction  apart  from  the  ordinary  expen¬ 
diture  of  the  year,  and  of  which  the 
senate  were  known  to  disapprove.  With 
regard  to  loans  for  public  works,  we  might 
provide  that  every  work  in  respect  of 
which  it  was  proposed  to  borrow  money 
should  be  contained  in  a  separate  bill 
By  that  means  we  should  em})ower  the 
senate  to  reject  a  certain  measure  involv¬ 
ing  a  heavy,  and  in  their  opinion,  an  un¬ 
justifiable  expenditure  without  at  the 
same  time  throwing  out  other  useful  and 
requisite  public  works  which  they  desired 
to  see  passed. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  Would  that  apply  to  a  tariff! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  No ;  that  would 
involve  too  much  detail.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  the  two  houses  to  consider 
a  tariff  line  by  line.  Of  course  it  would 
be  open  to  them  to  deal  witli  the  principles 
of  a  tariff.  If  the  senate,  for  instance, 
objected  to  the  principle  of  a  tariff,  they 
could  throw  out  the  bill.  That  is  the  posi¬ 
tion  they  ought  to  take  up  in  sucli  a  matter. 
If  they  were  to  insist  upon  going  into 
every  little  detail  the  result  would  be  an 
unworkable  constitution.  To  the  question 
raised  by  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Munro, 
with  reference  to  the  protection  of  manu¬ 
factures,  I  have  already  referred.  There 
arc  several  other  phases  of  the  question, 
at  which  I  might  just  glance  for  a  moment. 
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There  is  the  power  of  veto  which  it  is 
proposed  should  be  exercised,  I  suppose, 
by  the  Queen.  It  is  an  exceedingly  im¬ 
portant  power,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
should  do  all  we  can  to  prevent  its  exer¬ 
cise — that  is  to  say,  we  sliould  do  aw'ay 
with  it  as  far  as  we  possibly  can.  With 
regard  to  this  power,  I  think  that  when 
the  people  of  the  colonies  have  sj)oken  out 
and  have  said  unmistakably  tliat  they  want 
a  certain  law  passed,  and  that  when  a  law 
so  demanded  Las  been  passed  in  a  per¬ 
fectly  constitutional  ^vay,  the  power  of 
veto,  as  now  exercised  by  the  Queen, 
should  be  abrogated.  I  think  there  should 
be  no  power  of  veto  whatever.  It  has  not 
been  exercised  of  late  years  to  any  great 
extent  in  Canada,  and  it  has  been  exer¬ 
cised  to  a  very  limited  extent  in  tliese 
colonies,  and  it  is  about  time,  I  think,  that 
it  was  done  away  with  altogether.  If  we 
cannot  agree  that  it  should  entirely  cease 
at  once,  we  might  agree  to  something  like 
this  :  that  on  the  passing  of  any  important 
measure  as  to  tlie  wisdom  of  which  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  the  colony  are 
very  much  exercised,  or  to  which  a  large 
number  are  opposed,  it  might  be  referred  to 
the  various  constituencies  by  referendum, 
and  if  the  constituencies  decided  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  in  favour  of  the  measure  so  passed, 
it  might  then  become  law,  and  should  not 
under  any  circumstances  be  subject  to  the 
veto  of  the  Imperial  Government. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  That  will  be  another  strand 
of  the  rope  gone  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  do  not  know  that 
any  strand  will  be  gone.  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  the  executive,  I  under¬ 
stood  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  to  say  that  he 
thought  it  might  be  well  to  have  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  that  would  not  be  responsible  to 
Parliament. 

Sir  Samuel  GniPFiTii :  I  said  that  the 
constitution  might  ultimately  tend  to 
work  in  that  direction,  I  prefer  the  pre¬ 
sent  system. 


Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  But  there  is  this 
danger  :  I  can  sec  that  w'e  ought  to  make 
prov^ion  to  meet  in  common  fairness  the 
smaller  AustmKan  colonies.  Two  colo¬ 
nies — say,  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales 
— might  join  themselves  together,  and 
might  have  a  ipajority  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  which  w'ould,  of  course, 
keep  the  ministry  of  the  day  in  power  ; 
the  w’hole  of  the  ministry  might  be  taken 
from  the  representatives  of  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria,  and  the  rest  of  the 
colonies  have  no  representation  whatever. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Sir  John  Macdonald  w^as 
too  wuse  to  do  that  sort  of  thing,  and  we 
may  follow  his  example.  No  wise  govern¬ 
ment  would  do  that. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  We  might  have  an 
unwise  government  with  a  majority  at 
their  back,  and  who  might  do  anything. 
If  the  two  larger  colonies  were  to  join 
together,  they  could  undoubtedly  do  that, 
and,  as  long  as  they  kept  a  majority,  they 
could  keep  on  doing  it  It  'svould  be  a 
mistake.  It  may  not  be  done  in  the  fii*st 
in.stance — I  do  not  suppose  it  would  be 
done  ;  but  in  drafting  a  constitution  we 
sliould  take  up  this  point  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  other  colonies :  that  they  should 
have  some  representatives,  at  all  events,  in 
wdiatever  government  is  formed,  and  that 
the  government  of  the  country  shall  not 
be  formed  out  of  one  state  alone. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  How  kind  you  are ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  am  considering 
Tasmania,  as  well  as  South  Australia — not 
one  colony  alone.  I  say  it  is  a  question  that 
w’-e  ought  to  consider.  We  ought  to  make 
provision,  so  that  two  colonies  like  Vic¬ 
toria  and  New  South  Whales,  which  would 
have  their  representatives  elected  wholly 
on  the  basis  of  population,  sliould  not 
monopolise  the  representation.  We  ought 
to  consider  whether  it  is  not  well  to  say 
that,  at  all  events,  the  executive  should 
be  distributed  somewhat  among  all  the 
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colonies  of  llie  group.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  other  point  that  I  wish  to 
bring  before  the  delegates  at  present^  All 
I  wish  to  say  is  that,  although  I  have  my 
own  views  as  to  what  will  be  the  best  con¬ 
stitution  to  frame,  I  am  here  willing  and 
prepared  to  give  way  in  the  matter  to  the 
will  of  the  majority;  because,  unless  we 
are  prepared  to  give  way  to  the  will  of 
the  majority,"we  shall  do  nothing.  I  think, 
taking  them  as  a  whole,  that  the  resolu¬ 
tions  lay  the  foundation  of  what  will  be, 
if  carried  into  effect  by  an  act,  a  useful 
form  of  government,  and  the  best  that  we 
can  adopt.  At  the  present  time,  I  think 
it  would  be  a  mistake  to  go  away  from  the 
old  responsible  government  under  which 
we  have  been  brought  up,  and  attempt  to 
establish  a  new  form  of  government  with¬ 
out  responsibility  to  Parliament,  and  of 
which  we  have  no  knowledge.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  we  can  pass  the  resolutions, 
and  I  understand  the  moving  of  them 
means  that  we  shall  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  well  consider  them  clause 
by  clause.  I  will  therefore  not  take  up 
the  time  of  members  of  the  Convention 
any  further;  but  say  that  I  trust  they 
will  approach  this  subject  on  the  give- 
and-take  principle  which  we  should  ap¬ 
proach  it,  and  not  allow  our  own  indi¬ 
vidual  views  and  opinions  to  lead  us  into 
saying  that,  if  we  cannot  carry  all  we 
want  in  a  matter  of  this  sort,  we  will  do 
nothing. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWPAITH  :  I 
should  like  to  have  heard  the  representa¬ 
tives  from  all  the  colonies  address  the  Con¬ 
vention  before  I  rose,  being  myself  in  a 
secondary  position  at  the  present  time; 
but,  as  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  has  assured 
me  that  the  New  Zealand  delegates  do  not 
intend  to  speak  at  the  present  stage,  I  have 
taken  the  floor.  I  w’as  very  much  pleased 
with  the  speech  in  which  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  introduced  the  resolutions — a  good 
deal  better  pleased  with  the  speech  than 
[il/r.  riayford. 


with  some  of  the  resolutions  themselves. 
The  first  is  : 

That  the  powers  and  privileges  and  territorial 
rights  of  the  several  existing  colonies  shall  re- 
main  intact  except  in  respect  to  such  surrenders 
as  may  he  agreed  upon  as  necessary  and  incideii. 
tal  to  the  power  and  authority  of  the  national 
federal  government. 

That  is  the  germ  and  foundation  of  federal 
government,  and  if  carried  find  believed 
in  conscientiously  by  the  delegates,  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  would  be  a  foundation  on  wdiicli  we 
could  form  a  federal  government.  I  look 
upon  it  as  the  cream  of  the  resolutions  put 
before  the  House.  The  other  two  in  inverted 
order  bring  in  a  very  large  question  : 

That  the  power  and  authority  to  impose  cus¬ 
toms  duties  shall  l>c  exclusively  lodged  in  the 
federal  government  and  parliament,  subject  to 
such  disposal  of  the  revenues  thence  derived  as 
shall  be  agreed  upon. 

And  then  following  that : 

That  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
federated  colonies,  whether  by  means  of  land 
carriage  or  coastal  navigation,  shall  be  abso¬ 
lutely  free. 

These  introduce  a  very  large  question,  and 
although  the  debate  up  to  the  present 
time  has  been  more  confined  to  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  framing  a  constitution  that  w'ill 
work  and  to  the  details  of  that  constitu¬ 
tion,  I  think  that  if  those  two  resolutions 
are  carried  they  will  form  the  foundation 
of  a  federation,  whether  the  whole  of  the 
colonies  come  in  or  not ;  that  is,  if  two  such 
colonies  as  Victoria  and  New  Soutli  Wales 
were  to  agree  to  terms  like  these,  they 
would  form  the  nucleus  of  a  federation 
into  which  the  other  colonies  in  the  future 
would  be  bound  to  come.  I  look  upon 
the  commercial  aspect  of  the  matter  as  of 
much  greater  importance  than  the  legal 
aspect  which  has  been  taken  by  so  many 
members.  I  have  no  doubt  that  when  we 
get  to  business  it  is  our  position  as  colo¬ 
nists  and  as  traders  which  will  really  in¬ 
fluence  the  whole  of  the  votes  of  the  dele¬ 
gates.  We  cannot  hide  that  from  ourselves, 
because  w’e  arc  bound  to  consider  the  in* 
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terests  of  tlie  colonies  that  wo  represent 
as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  federation. 
There  is  no  question  in  niy  mind  that  the 
two  resolutions  which  1  have  read  imply 
free-trade  between  the  federated  colonies, 
and  protection  against  the  \vorld.  There 
is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  tliat  that  is  im¬ 
plied,  because  in  the  present  position  tlie 
protectionists  will  of  course  vote  for  it ;  at 
all  events,  the  protectionists  of  Victoria  and 
New  Soutli  Wales  will  vote  for  it,  and  the 
free-traders  will  require  to  vote  for  it  too 
if  they  desire  federation,  because  it  is  the 
only  means  by  which  they  can  get  the 
i*e venue.  Unless  they  did,  the  effect  of 
the  first  law  passed  would  be  to  dislocate 
the  revenue  branch  of  the  governments  of 
the  separate  colonies.  Take  the  case  of 
Queensland,  which  I  represent  here.  They 
cannot  say  to  that  colony  all  at  once, 
‘‘We  intend  to  have  free-trade,  and  the 
money  previously  got  by  your  government 
through  the  customs,  you  must  get  from 
another  source.”  That  would  burst  up  the 
confederation  before  it  was  fairly  started. 
V  e  must  proceed  on  the  supposition  that 
there  will  be  free-trade  among  the  colonies, 
and  protection  against  the  world.  I  believe 
the  opinion  of  the  colonies  in  general  is  that 
this  would  be  a  good  national  Australian 
policy,  and  one  in  which  I  thoroughly  be¬ 
lieve.  At  the  same  time,  those  who  have, 
I  will  not  say  benefited  by  protection,  but 
whose  interests  have  been  nourished  under 
protection,  must  look  w  ith  a  great  deal  of 
consideration  and  sympatliy  towards  colo¬ 
nies  which  have  never  tried  it.  At  the 
immediate  start,  tlie  result  is  plain.  Who 
will  get  the  trade?  Those  wlio  already 
have  protection.  If  a  general  tariff  is 
adopted  by  all  the  colonies,  it  wdll  enlarge 
the  area  of  trade  for  the  manufacturers 
who  liave  already  obtained  protection. 
The  fact  that  they  have  been  engaged  in 
the  industries  so  long  will  make  compe¬ 
tition  more  difficult.  In  considering  this 
question,  therefore,  we  must  consider  the 


w'eak  colonies  that  have  industries  started. 
This  que.stion  wdll  come  up  in  Committee, 
and  we  shall  have  to  give  a  great  deal  of 
consideration  to  those  colonies  which  are 
going  to  lose  at  once,  so  far  as  that  branch 
of  the  subject  is  concerned.  Victoria  is  pro¬ 
tectionist,  and  many  think  that  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales  are  protectionist  too. 
I  believe  that,  if  they  were  looking  after 
their  own  interests,  they  wrould  be  protec¬ 
tionists,  because  I  do  not  know^  a  country  in 
the  world  better  adapted  for  manufactures 
than  this  colony.  You  have  a  magnificent 
climate,  land,  minerals,  splendid  material 
for  textile  manufactures  to  your  hand. 
These  are  now  being  exported,  and  the 
only  great  advance  in  manufactures  has 
been  made  in  the  neighbouring  colonies. 
If  there  w’ere  no  other  gain  to  Australia 
as  the  result  of  federation  than  the  in¬ 
creased  production  which  would  follow 
from  the  adoption  of  protection  against 
the  world,  it  w^ould  be  sufficient.  Take 
the  manufacture  of  wool  alone.  Why  is 
it  that  we  see  only  a  few  small  places  for 
manufacturing  tweeds  at  Geelong,  Ipswich, 
and  a  few  other  places  ? 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Labour  ! 
SirTHOMASMcIL WR  AITH :  Labour 
will  come  where  the  coal  is  accessible, 
where  there  is  clieap  land  and  food,  and 
nowhere  can  these  things  be  obtained 
more  advantageously  than  in  New  South 
Wales. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  What  about  Queens¬ 
land  ? 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  Ex- 
cepting  Queensland,  of  course.  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  speaking  for  the  moment  of 
New  South  Wales,  but  the  same  may  be 
said  for  the  other  colonies.  We  must, 
therefore,  recognise  the  fact  tliat  this  is 
going  to  be  a  big  protectionist  colonv.  I 
shall  say  nothing  with  regard  to  the  4th 
resolution,  which  affirms  that  the  military 
and  naval  defence  of  Australia  should 
be  intrusted  to  federal  forces  under  one 
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command.  That  follo'v\’s  as  a  matter  of 
course,  and  the  resolution  might  have  been 
omitted.  The  resolution  ought  simply  to 
affirm  the  principles  on  which  the  bill 
should  1)6  founded.  But  when  wo  come 
to  the  other  conditions,  which,  though 
not  ranked  as  such,  really  are  the  condi¬ 
tions  upon  which  are  asked  to  form 
a  federal  government,  I  altogether  dis¬ 
agree  with  the  proposal  which  you,  sir, 
have  placed  before  the  Convention.  MMiat 
do  we  say  in  oixler  to  procure  federa¬ 
tion  1  What  do  we  say  to  the  Australian 
colonies  'I  ^ye  say  to  the  smaller  states, 
‘‘  Federate.’^  When  they  ask  in  reply, 
“  What  is  federation  %  we  tell  them 
of  all  its  advantagc.s.  But  we  are  im¬ 
mediately  asked  this  one  thing,  “  Well, 
we  have  the  pow’er  of  making  all  the 
laws  within  ourselves,  and  of  making 
them  without  consulting  you  ;  why  should 
we  come  under  federation  and  consult  you 
about  our  laws  at  all  T  That  is  the  answer 
given  by  tlie  small  states  to  the  big  states 
that  w'ant  to  swallow  them  up,  as  it  were. 
What  is  the  reply  when  the  small  states 
say,  ‘‘  We  cannot  lose  our  nationality  ;  w'e 
are  a  unit  now,  and  we  must  preserve  our 
nationality  in  any  kind  of  federation  that 
may  take  place  1'^  They  are  answered  at 
once,  “  Very  well,  w’e  will  allow  you  to  be 
a  unit  and  will  create  two  houses  of  legis¬ 
lature,  one  of  which  shall  be  a  senate  in 
which  each  colony  as  it  stands  now  shall 
be  represented  ;  no  matter  wbat  its  length 
and  breadth  and  population  may  be,  it 
shall  have  the  same  voice  and  the  same 
influence  in  that  senate  as  is  enjoyed 
by  the  other  chamber.”  That  is  a  sub¬ 
stantial  quid  2^ro  quo  ;  that  is  something 
given  on  each  side  ;  that  is  business.  But 
what  does  this  resolution  propose?  As 
soon  as  we  have  given  up  our  rights  to  the 
federal  authority  we  are  asked  to  with¬ 
draw  the  right  that  has  been  given  to  be 
allowed  to  be  considered  a  unit  in  the 
legislature.  W e  are  to  give  back  that  gift 
[Sir  Tliomas  Mcllwraith, 


that  the  federation  has  given  in  considera¬ 
tion  for  something  else,  and  to  take  some¬ 
thing  else  :  because  we  are  asked  in  the 
most  important  question  that  can  possibly 
come  before  the  legislature  that  this  state 
representation  in  the  federal  council  shall 
be  a  great  deal  less  than  was  bargained  for 
— it  is  to  be  less  than  one  unit.  The 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  this  subject, 
witli  the  exception  of  the  lion,  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith — even  you  yourself, 
sir,  though  you  did  not  say  much  about  it 
— took  it  for  granted  that  the  senate 
proposed  in  the  resolutions  would  be 
something  like  the  Upper  House,  which 
forms  a  chamber  in  the  different  legisla¬ 
tures  of  the  colonies.  But  where  is  the 
resemblance  between  the  two  bodies? 
Why  is  there  a  distinction  drawn  be¬ 
tween  the  powers  of  the  members  of  the 
upper  house  and  those  of  the  members  of 
the  lower  house  ?  It  is  only  for  one  reason. 
When  the  constitution  originally  came  to 
ii.s  from  England,  this  distinction  did  not 
exist.  The  two  houses  w^ere  given  equal 
powers.  But  when  it  came  to  be  seen 
that  one  chamber  was  elected  to  represent 
the  whole  of  the  people — though  it  does 
not  really  do  that,  for  it  does  not  repre¬ 
sent  the  women — but  at  all  events,  when 
it  came  to  be  recognised  as  the  chamber 
that  was  supposed  to  represent  tlie  people, 
and  that  the  other  chamber  represented 
only  a  section  of  the  people,  namely,  those 
who  had  property,  it  naturally  came  about 
that  this  popular  chamber  said  to  the 
upper  house,  ‘‘  In  money  matters  we  will 
not  give  you  the  same  power  that  we 
possess.”  It  seems  to  be  assumed  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Convention  who  have  spoken 
that  it  is  quite  impossible  ^in  the  very 
nature  of  things  that  a  money  bill  can  be 
settled  by  two  houses — that  there  is  sure 
to  be  a  deadlock.  But  the  deadlock  does 
not  arise  because  two  chambers  deal  with 
a  money  bill,  because  the  two  chambers, 
having  equal  powers  in  respect  to  those 
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subjects,  deal  with  a  great  many  other 
questions  besides  that  of  finance.  It  is 
only  here  that  wo  are  to  be  curbed  and 
we  are  to  be  curbed  liere  when  no  reason 
for  doing  so  exists  ;  because  1  have  pointed 
out  that  in  the  senate  Queensland  is  to 
be  repre.sented  by  the  same  number  of 
members  as  New  South  Wales,  although 
its  populatiori  is  only  one-half  of  that  of 
the  mother  colony.  They  may  say  that  is 
unfair,  but  it  is  part  of  the  bargain.  Why 
are  the  terms  of  that  bargain  to  be  made 
unfair  to  tlie  smaller  colonies  ?  Why  is  the 
pow’er  of  those  smaller  colonies  to  be  re¬ 
strained  ]  Those  lion,  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  have  assumed — which  is  not 
the  fact — that  in  the  legislature  shadowed 
forth  in  these  resolutions  the  senate  is  to 
represent  property. 

Hon.  Members  :  No  ! 

Sir  THOMAS  MclLWRAITH  :  It  is 
only  on  that  assumption,  and  on  no  other, 
that  their  arguments  can  be  based — that 
the  house  of  representatives  will  represent 
the  people,  and  that  the  senate  will  repre¬ 
sent  the  monied  class. 

Mr.  Platford  :  No  1 
Sir  THOMAS  MclLWRAITH  :  Tliat 
is  tlie  only  ground  on  which  their  argu¬ 
ments  can  be  based.  In  the  disputes  that 
have  taken  place  between  the  two  cham¬ 
bers  in  all  the  different  colonies,  that 
has  been  the  only  reason  that  has  been 
given.  It  cannot  be  assumed  that  there 
being  two  chambers,  there  are  sure  to  be 
deadlocks,  because  the  same  reason  would 
apply  to  deadlocks  arising  on  fifty  other 
occasions.  The  contention  has  simply 
been  that  the  people  who  find  the  money 
should  have  the  solo  riglit  of  saying  how 
it  shall  be  spent.  Now,  why  should  we 
assume  that  the  senate  will  not  represent 
the  people  of  Australasia  %  I  hold  that  it 
will  represent  the  people  in  every  possible 
way.  How  do  I  know  that  the  first  men 
who  are  elected  for  Queensland  —  the 
colony  til  at  I,  as  one,  am  here  to  repro- 


gent — will  not  Vie  elected  by  the  plebis¬ 
cite  I  There  cannot  be  a  more  thorough 
representation  of  the  people,  so  far  as 
numbers  go,  than  by  that  system,  which 
is  one  of  pure  democmey.  There  are  no 
conditions  stated  on  which  the  colonies 
shall  elect  their  members,  and  the  .senate 
may,  and  no  doubt  will,  represent  the 
people  quite  as  much  as  will  the  representa¬ 
tives  chosen  by  the  people  in  any  other 
way.  A  good  many  reasons  can,  of  course, 
be  given  why  this  part  of  the  resolutions, 
affirming  that  the  sole  power  of  originat¬ 
ing  and  amending  all  bills  appropriating 
revenue  and  imposing  taxation,  should  be 
given  to  the  one  house  alone.  I  have 
given  my  views  on  the  subject  as  a  non- 
legal  man.  My  hon.  friend.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  explained  the  matter  thoroughly 
to  all  legal  minds,  and  I  have  not  heard  a 
single-  word  in  answer  to  his  speech.  I 
have  heard  it  evaded,  but  I  certainly  have 
not  heard  one  word  in  answer  to  it.  There 
is  one  matter,  and  it  is  of  far  greater 
importance  even  than  that  aspect  of  the 
question,  that  has  not  been  touched  upon 
at  all,  and  it  concerns  the  position  of 
Queensland  at  the  present  time.  I  think 
it  is  a  very  important  matter  where  state 
rights  are  to  be  represented,  and  to  be 
represented  by  one  chamber  in  the  new 
federal  legislature,  that  provision  should 
be  made,  or  at  all  events  that  an  indiciition 
should  be  given  as  to  how  provision  shall 
be  made,  for  the  admission  into  the  union 
of  other  provinces,  and  for  the  subdi\dsion 
of  colonies  now  existing.  Not  a  word  has 
been  said  as  to  that  up  to  the  present- 
time.  In  Queensland  we  are  on  the  eve 
of  dividing  the  colony,  if  w^e  can,  into 
three  parts.  We  shall  require  some 
guarantee  that  Queensland  is  going  to  be 
recognised  as  three  provinces  in  this  new 
federal  government,  and  at  all  event.s,  un¬ 
less  the  thing  is  to  come  to  a  deadlock,  we 
must  provide  some  method  by  which  the 
subdivision  of  a  colony  shall  be  made. 
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wlien  deraanded  by  tlie  poople  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  legislature.  No  provision 
has  been  made  for  that ;  yet  it  is  a  ques¬ 
tion  that  will  arise  before  a  federal  go¬ 
vernment  can  possibly  be  established.  The 
question,  I  say,  is  bound  to  arise,  and  is  in 
fact  to  the  front  now.  I  will  not  take  up 
Uie  timeof  the  Convention  any  longer,  be¬ 
cause  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  rule  of  the 
day  is  to  make  short  speeches,  and  to 
speak  to  the  point ;  and  I  adopt  that  rule 
the  more  cordially  because  I  consider  that 
the  passing  of  these  resolutions  is  a  mei-e 
formal  matter,  and  that  they  will  be 
thrashed  out  thoroughly  by  the  Committee 
in  detail. 

Captain  RUSSELL  :  I  see  that  the 
order-paper  is  headed  the  “  National 
Australasian  Convention,”  and,  therefore, 
being  a  member  of  the  Australasian  group, 
I  may  say  that  so  far,  in  listening  to  the 
debate,  it  has  struck  me,  to  use  a  quotation 
from  the  Bible,  in  which  I  am  afraid  I  may 
not  be  absolutely  correct,  that  Whilst 
ye  worship  me  with  your  mouths,  your 
hearts  are  far  from  me.”  I  have  been 
listening,  as  a  representative  of  a  remote 
part  of  Australasia,  for  the  true  federal 
spirit.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the 
federal  spirit  does  not  exist  in  New  Zea¬ 
land.  I  venture  to  say,  without  hesita¬ 
tion,  that  in  any  debate  in  New  Zealand 
on  the  question  of  federation,  we  should 
have  heard  more  of  Australasia  and  less  of 
Australia.  It  is  a  broad  question  that  we 
are  here  to  deliberate  upon,  and  as  I  am 
now  only  filling  a  gap  of  five  minutes,  and 
have  most  distinguished  colleagues  to  fol¬ 
low  me,  I  am  unable  to  enter  upon  the 
different  subjects  at  the  length  I  should 
wisli ;  but  the  great  question  that  'we  have 
before  us  now  is  not  the  creation  of  one 
large  colony  on  the  continent  of  Australia, 
but  to  endeavour  so  to  frame  a  constitu¬ 
tion  that  all  parts  of  Australasia  shall  be 
able  to  attach  themselves  to  it  should  they 
now  or  hereafter  think  fit  to  do  so.  It 
£5ir  Thomas  Mcllwraith, 


is  perfectly  true  that  New  Zealand  has 
decided  to  send  bub  three  delegates  to 
this  Convention  ;  but  I  would  point  out 
that,  at  the  deliberations  of  the  conference 
last  year,  though  nothing  was  affirmed  on 
the  subject,  it  was  held  by  all  the  speakers 
that  in  all  probability  the  voting  at  the 
Convention  would  take  place  by  colonies, 
and  if  that  is  the  case  surely  the  voice  of 
three  men  expressed  in  one  vote  might 
in  itself  be  held  to  have  as  much  effect 
as  the  voice  of  a  host,  inasmuch  as  it 
would  be  the  still  small  voice  of  a  strong 
feeling,  and  not  the  loud  popular  clamour 
which  so  often  means  nothing  at  all.  The 
great  question  that  Australasia  has  to  con¬ 
sider  at  this  moment  is  whether  Austral¬ 
asia  will  constitute  herself  the  mother 
state  to  which  all  the  other  peoples  ih  the 
neighbourhood  shall  attach  themselves. 
There  are  many  questions  of  great  im¬ 
portance  which  hinge  on  that,  and  which 
have  not  been  alluded  to  in  this  resolu¬ 
tion,  and  which  could  not  have  been 
alluded  to  by  any  of  the  previous  speakers. 
The  great  object  of  any  federal  constitu¬ 
tion,  according  to  my  mind,  at  any  rate 
— I  speak  for  myself — the  great  desid¬ 
eratum  should  be  to  so  frame  a  constitu¬ 
tion  that  the  remoter  portions  of  Austral¬ 
asia  should  be  able  to  join  themselves  on 
to  what  we  may  term  the  mother  colony, 
should  they  think  fit  so  to  do.  My  hon. 
friend.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  in  speaking 
yesterday,  dwelt  much,  and  I  think  very 
properly,  upon  tlie  que.stion  of  the  senate. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  people  should 
have  the  entire  power,  seeing  that  they 
represent  the  purse.  That  is  a  truism. 
It  has  become,  I  think  I  may  almost  say,  a 
fetish  thi'onghout  all  British-speaking  com¬ 
munities,  that  the  power  in  every  question 
should  rest  with  the  bare  majority.  That 
majority  is  often  very  bare  and  very 
narrow  ;  and  though  to  the  very  fullest 
extent  I  concede  that  tlie  powder  must 
rest  with  the  people,  it  is  a  very  open 


Federal  C omiiiution  : 


Resolutions* 


65 


[5  Maiicit,  1891.] 


question  whether  countries  ought  to  be 
submitted  to  the  cyclonic  effects  of  popular 
gusts  of  passion,  unchecked  by  any  author¬ 
ity  whatsoever,  and  I  venture  to  affirm, 
though  it  may  seem  paradoxical,  that  tlie. 
senate  might  possibly  more  truly  repre¬ 
sent  the  majority  of  Australasia  than 
might  the  people's  representatives  in  the 
house  of  assembly.  In  the  first  place,  I 
would  say  that  it  is  absolutely  essential 
if  the  weaker  colonies  are  to  come  into  a 
federation  that  they  shall  have  a  numerical 
majority  for  the  time-being,  because  we  are 
not  speaking  now  for  an  ancient  people  in  a 
country  fairly  populated,  but  “we  are  speak¬ 
ing  for  large  territories  which  yet  have  to 
be  colonised,  in  wliich  great  numbers  of 
people  will  be  settled  on  places  which  at 
present  are  waste  and  uncultivated — and  if 
we  say  that  the  sole  power  shall  rest  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  chance  at  the  moment 
to  represent  a  majority  of  the  colonised 
portions  of  Australasia,  how  can  we  expect 
that  we  shall  have  a  true  federal  union  ? 
How  can  we  imagine  that  the  outlying 
districts  will  submit  themselves  to  what, 
I  believe,  may  be  the  tyranny  of  a  chance 
majority  1  Let  us  give  to  the  senate,  then, 
full  power,  seeing  that  in  all  probability 
it  will  represent  numerically  the  majority 
of  Australasia  rather  than  those  wdio 
chance  to  be  the  people's  delegates  for  the 
moment  in  the  house  of  rcprosentative.s. 
There  are  many  points  wdiich  have  not 
been  considered,  and  with  'which  I  will 
not  bother  the  Convention  at  the  present 
time ;  but  I  would  ask  them  to  bear  in 
mind  that  if  ^sve  are  to  adopt  the  present 
system  of  responsible  government — and  I 
may  mention  incidentally  that  in  New 
Zealand  there  is  a  very  strong  section  of 
public  men  who  are  beginning  to  doubt 
the  wisdom  of  responsible  government, 
and  I  appeal  to  the  premiers  of  the 
neighbouring  colonies  in  this  Convention 
as  to  whether  they  themselves  do  not 
admit  that  there  are  very  many  draw])acks 
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and  defects  in  the  system  of  responsible 
government;  that  is  to  say,  one  of  the 
principal  questions  which  affect  the  de¬ 
liberations  of  representative  institutions 
throughout  Australasia  is  who  is  to  be 
premier  and  "who  is  to  go  out  of  office. 
Great  public  questions  are  subordinated 
in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  to  personal  popu¬ 
larity  and  the  maintenance  of  a  certain 
set  of  people  in  office,  and  no  lion,  mem¬ 
ber  here  who  has  sat  long  in  a  repre¬ 
sentative  chamber  can  deny  that  business 
of  the  greatest  importance  is  pei'petu- 
ally  shelved,  that  stone-wall  is  set  up 
periodically — I  might  almost  say  perpetu¬ 
ally — to  endeavour  to  prevent  public 
opinion  being  given  effect  to,  because 
it  chances  that  the  large  minority  in 
the  house  have  some  other  views  which 
they  wish  to  put  before  the  country  ;  that, 
in  other  words,  we  have  failed  during  re¬ 
cent  yeai’S  by  representative  government 
to  get  a  true  expression  of  opinion  from 
the  people.  I  maintain  that  such  is  the 
case  in  almost  every  colony  in  Australasia. 
I  have  watched  it  with  some  care  and 
with  great  pain.  But  if  we  give  con¬ 
siderable  power  to  the  senate  I  venture  to 
say  that  that  power  will  to  a  very  great 
extent  diminish.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
I  should  now  go  into  details  as  to  what 
the  business  of  the  senate  may  or  may  not 
be  j  but  so  soon  as  Australasia  develops 
into  a  nation,  so  .soon  as  it  becomes  a  power 
having  dealings  with  foreign  nations,  I 
maintain  that  the  system  of  turning  out 
governments  upon  some  small  question — 
I  will  not  say  of  public  policy,  but  some 
very  small  question,  the  continual  shuf¬ 
fling  of  the  cards,  the  ejectment  of  men 
from  office  owing  to  no  failure  of  duty  on 
their  part,  will  become  a  very  great  incon¬ 
venience.  When  we  begin  to  have  am¬ 
bassadors,  or  something  similar  to  am¬ 
bassadors,  negotiating  with  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  when  we  have  an  agent  general  re¬ 
presenting  us  in  England,  I  venture  to 
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say  that  the  ejectment  of  ministers  from 
office  continually  and  pei'petually  >vith- 
out  any  good  reason  at  all  will  inter¬ 
fere  very  materially  indeed  with  what 
I  may  term  the  foreign  policy  of  Austral¬ 
asia  ;  and,  therefore,  we  ought  by  some 
means  or  other  to  endeavour  to  put  a  check 
upon  the  system  of  the  ejectment  of  min¬ 
isters  from  office  without  reason,  thereby 
curtailing  the  benefits  which  they  could 
confer  on  the  united  colonies,  and  also  in¬ 
terfering  materially  with  the  foreign  policy 
of  Australasia.  The  reason  why  I  think 
we  should  have  a  system  of  federation  as 
loose  as  possible  is  this :  that  all  the  more 
outlying  portions  of  Australasia  must  be 
allowed  to  work  out  their  own  destinies. 
When  you  think  that  we,  in  our  own 
colony,  have  what  may  be  termed  a  foreign 
policy,  inasmuch  as  we  deal  with  an  alien 
race,  that  w-e  have  laws  very  materially 
aflecting  them,  that  the  questions  of  native 
title  are  matters  of  very  grave  moment, 
and  that  any  interruption  in  our  relations 
with  those  people  might  be  of  the  most 
serious  importance  to  the  colony,  I  think 
you  will  agree  with  me  that  we  shall  re¬ 
quire  to  see  that  we  have  a  safeguard  in 
all  such  re.spects  as  these  before  we  submit 
ourselves  to  a  federal  authority.  And  so, 
in  the  colonies  of  northern  Australia,  you 
yourselves  may  yet  find  that  you  Imve 
difficulties  unforeseen  to  cope  v/ith,  It 
is  true  that'  the  native  races  of  the  more 
settled  portions  of  Australia  have  given 
you  but  little  trouble,  and  you  have  dealt 
with  them  summarily,  but  possibly  when 
you  go  to  northern  Australia  you  will 
find  there  a  race  more  resolute  and  more 
difficult  to  deal  with. 

Mr.  Playford  :  No  ! 

Captain  IIUSSELL  :  Of  course  I  must 
bow  to  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  those 
who  have  already  had  to  deal  with  them  ; 
but  be  that  as  it  may,  if  New  Guinea  is 
ever  to  become  a  part  of  Australasian 
federation,  there,  at  any  rate,  is  a  people 
[Cainiain  RusselL 
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that  will  require  to  ho  dealt  with  most 
carefully.  Yet  I  liave  heard  no  member 
of  the  Convention  speak  on  that  subject. 
There  is  nothing  in  these  resolutions  con¬ 
templating  the  possibility  that  there  will 
be  a  foreign  race  to  deal  with.  But  con¬ 
sider  this  difficulty,  which  I  merely  out¬ 
line  to  you.  The  great  and  all-pervading 
question  that  occupies  men^s  minds  in  all 
parts  of  the  w'orld  at  the  present  moment 
— it  is  undoubtedly  doing  so  now  in  Aus¬ 
tralia,  and  it  is  a  question  more  advanced 
in  my  own  colony  than  here — is  the  great 
social  question — what  is  termed  the  social 
upheaval,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  every 
colony  must  be  left  to  deal  with  a  question 
like  that.  It  is  a  matter  for  social  dealing. 
It  is  a  matter  with  which  men  will  deal 
rather  through  municipalities  than  through 
a  great  federation  in  advancing,  what  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  necessary  we  should  advance,  the 
true  liberties  and  freedom  of  the  people. 
Therefore,  what  we  want  is  not  the  unifi¬ 
cation  of  Australasia,  but  a  federation 
into  which  all  portions  of  Australasia  may 
be  dra^n.  Bear  this  in  mind  :  That  in  the 
plenitude  of  your  power,  feeling  yourselves 
now  the  masters  of  the  whole  Pacific,  it 
should  be  your  dutj^  to  attract,  as  it  were, 
by  centripetal  force,  the  whole  of  Austral¬ 
asia  to  yourselves.  The  day  is  coming 
when  the  countless  islands  throughout  the 
Pacific  will  be  colonised,  and  though  your 
power  is  great,  and  though  you  have  an 
enormous  start  in  colonisation,  there  will 
be  an  enormous  power  in  those  southern 
seas  that  must  be  either  part  of  Au.stral- 
asia,  or  more  or  less  inimical  to  our  in¬ 
terests.  There  is  another  point  of  view 
which  seems  to  have  been  overlooked : 
that  is,  if  we  are  to  be  the  centre  of  a 
happy  and  prosperous  power  in  these 
seas  we  must  have  strong  cohesion,  be¬ 
cause  really  not  far  away  from  parts  of 
Australasia  lies  the  great  continent  of 
America,  and  the  question  has  yet  to  be 
solved  whether  America  may  not  attract 
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the  majority  of  the  trade,  the  majority  of 
the  power  and  influence  of  the  southern 
seas  to  lier  coast,  and  divert  tliem  from  Aus¬ 
tralia.  It  is,  therefore,  our  duty  to  con¬ 
sider  how  we  can  make  the  federation  so 
loose  that  we  shall  attract  all  these  vari¬ 
ous  atoms  to  ounselves,  rather  than  allow 
them  to  fly  off  to  the  great  continent  of 
America,  which,  I  venture  to  say,  is  quite 
within  the  bounds  of  possibility,  if  Austral¬ 
asian  statesmen  are  not  sufficiently  wise  to 
attract  those  atoms  to  themselves.  Al¬ 
though  Ave  do  hesitate,  of  course,  in  New 
Zealand,  to  submit  ourselves  to  federation, 
I  should  not  like  the  world  to  tliink 
that  wc  are  inimical  to  the  idea  at  all. 
Though  we  may  be  unwilling  to  submit 
ourselves  to  any  drastic  laws,  although  we 
are  unwilling  to  abrogate  any  of  the 
powers  of  government  necessary  for  our 
internal  management,  wliich  we  possess  at 
the  present  time,  there  are  all  sorts  of 
laws  to  which  we  shall  be  only  too  happy 
to  submit  ourselves  if  we  are  able  to  do  so. 
It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  us 
that  Ave  should  trade  with  Australia. 
In  round  numbei’s,  one-fifth  of  the  trade 
of  Now  Zealand  is  done  Avith  the  continent 
of  Australia.  It  would  be  a  great  loss  to 
us  to  lose  that  trade  j  but,  great  as  the 
misfortune  would  be  to  New  Zealand,  I 
A’enture  to  say  that  the  loss  would  be  three 
times  as  great  to  Australia  to  lose  our 
trade. 

Mr.  Dirbs  :  No  ! 

Captain  RUSSELL  :  That  is  so  long 
and  broad  a  question  that  I  will  not  go 
into  it  ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that  there 
are  other  markets  open  to  Ncav  Zealand 
besides  Australia  ;  but  Australia,  Avhether 
.she  likes  it  or  not,  must  consume  many  of 
the  products  of  New  Zealand. 

]Mr.  Playford  :  No  ! 

Captain  RUSSELL :  Hon.  members 
may  say  ‘^No”;  but  neA^ertheless  I  still 
hold  my  opinion.  I  venture  to  say  that  a 
great  portion  of  our  vegetable  products 


Avill  come  into  Australia ;  let  Australia 
do  Avhatever  she  may  to  keep  them  out. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  Only  if  you  federate  ! 

Captain  PwUSSELL:  Surely  the  lion, 
member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  is  not  so  narroAv- 
minded  as  to  belie A^e  that  you  can  bring 
any  tiling  about  by  coercion.  Has  he  for¬ 
gotten  the  fable  of  the  east  Avind  and  the 
sun — how  the  east  wind  howled  and  blew 
on  the  traveller ;  but  the  more  it  howled 
and  blew  the  closer  he  Avrapped  his  cloak 
about  him  1  Then  the  sun  came  out  and 
shone  upon  the  traveller,  and  he  threAv 
off  his  cloak.  So  I  say  that  if  you  wish  to 
attract  New  Zealand,  if  you  wish  to  at¬ 
tract  Australasia  to  your  shore.?,  it  is  not 
by  taking  any  hostile  steps  that  you  Avill 
bring  it  about,  but  by  the  genial  sun  of 
Australia  shining  upon  the  Avliole  of  us. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  There  is  a  dLsposition  to  be 
embraced  1 

Captain  RUSSELL  :  Yes,  there  is  a  dis¬ 
position  to  be  embraced ;  but  Ave  think  it 
should  not  be  a  bear’s  hug.  We  are  anxious 
that  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
federated  colonies  should  be  as  free  as  pos¬ 
sible  ;  we  are  anxious  by  every  means  to 
trade  Avith  you.  We  recognise  that  our 
marriage  laws  might  fairly  be  assimilated. 
While  Ave  recognise  that  certainly  in  the 
matter  of  land  defence  we  can  gain  nothing, 
yet  with  regard  to  maritime  defence  it  is 
of  great  importance  that  New  Zealand 
should  be  combined  Avitli  Australia.  I 
would  also  point  out,  as  a  A^ery  important 
factor  of  the  case  Avhich  has  not  been  al¬ 
luded  to,  that  probably  the  great  coaling 
stations  of  the  Pacific  for  marine  purposes 
Avill  be  upon  the  Avest  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island  of  New  Zealand.  It  is,  therefore, 
a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  abso¬ 
lutely  essential  to  you,  that  the  colony  pos¬ 
sessing  these  great  coal-mines  should  be  in 
close  relationship  Avith  Australia  ;  because 
in  the  remote  future — we  are  not  acting 
for  to-day,  but  are  framing  a  constitution 
Avhich  may,  I  hope,  last  for  thousands 
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of  years — if  alien  races  spring  up,  it  will 
be  a  matter  of  git>at  importance  that  the 
magnificent  harbours  and  great  coal  re¬ 
sources  of  New  Zealand  should  be  one 
with  and  inseparable  from  the  dominion 
of  Australia.  So,  again,  with  the  matter 
of  the  judiciary.  I  am  not  now  prepared 
to  give  definitely  my  opinion  upon  that 
subject,  but,  at  any  rate,  I  believe  that  I 
shall  be  right  in  saying  that  we  should  be 
anxious  to  do  ail  wq  can  to  assimilate  the 
laws  on  all  important  points  throughout 
Australasia,  and  no  difliculty  would  occur 
in  agreeing  to  some  such  scheme  as  that. 
As  to  the  executive,  I  said  in  com¬ 
mencing  my  speech  that  I  thought  it 
was,  at  any  rate,  a  matter  of  debate 
amongst  a  considerable  section  of  the 
IDopulation  of  New  Zealand  as  to  whether 
the  present  form  of  responsible  govern¬ 
ment  is  the  best  that  could  be  established. 
1  confess  that  my  mind  is  somew  hat  nebul¬ 
ous  on  the  point  at  present ;  but,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  one  feels  more  and  more,  as 
time  goes  on,  that  there  are  anomalies  in 
our  present  form  of  government.  All 
these,  I  venture  to  say,  are  matters  of  no 
moment  at  the  2^resent  instant.  All  we 
have  to  do  is  to  consider  how'  w^e  can  most 
broadly  lay  down  the  lines  upon  which 
our  federation  shall  be  built.  It  ought  not 
to  be  built  solely  with  a  view  to  the  circum¬ 
stances  existing  at  the  present  moment. 
Many  portions  of  the  Australian  continent 
which  at  pre.sent  would  be  practically  un¬ 
represented  will,  at  some  future  time,  have  a 
great  say  in  the  government  of  the  country ; 
and  therefore  the  constitution  ought  to 
be  so  framed  that  we  should  not  take 
into  consideration  only  the  great  centres 
of  population  which  exist  at  the  present 
time  ;  hut  we  should  also  offer  inducements 
to  all  the  outlying  portions  of  Australasia 
to  come  under  the  federation.  If  that  is 
done,  I  venture  to  say  the  day  will  come 
when  there  will  be  a  truly  federated  Aus¬ 
tralasia,  and  not  a  union  of  Australia  only. 

[Ca'ptain  liussell 


TELEGRAM  FROM  THE  QUEEN. 

The  President  :  Before  the  Convention 
adjourns  for  luncheon,  I  desire  to  announce 
to  lion,  members  that  I  have  received 
from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  a  message 
from  her  jMajesty  the  Queen.  Ilis  Excel¬ 
lency  telegraphed  to  her  Majesty  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Convention  banquet  on  IMonday 
night  and  the  opening  of  the  Convention, 
and  lie  has  received  from  her  most  gracious 
Majesty  the  following  reply  : — 

Have  received  j’our  telegram  with  great  satis¬ 
faction,  and  am  much  pleased  at  the  loyalty 
evinced  on  this  important  occasion. 

Victoria,  Queen  and  Empress. 

I  am  sure  we  will  give  tliree  cheers  for  the 
Queen. 

lion,  members  gave  tliree  cheers  for  her 
Majesty  the  Queen, 

FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION. 

SECOND  day's  debate  RESUMED. 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  Fortunately  for  the 
Convention,  I  was  not  called  upon  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  onerous  task  of  opening  this 
debate  last  afternoon.  Fortunately  for  tlie 
Convention,  again,  a  delay  on  my  part  led 
to  our  listening  to  the  charming  speech  of 
the  hon.  delegate,  Captain  Russell,  and  I 
could  have  wdshed  tliat  other  and  older 
members  had  now  been  prepared  to  con¬ 
tinue  a  discussion  so  ably  opened  by  the 
premiers  of  the  various  colonies.  Among 
these  gentlemen  the  last  speaker,  although 
not  at  present  a  2)remier,  occiqiies  a  sonie- 
w'hat  singular  position,  representing  a 
colony  whose  affections  we  are  clearly  led 
to  understand  are  with  us,  but  whose  judg¬ 
ment  is  not  yet  convinced  as  to  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  adopting  the  course  wdiich  it  is 
proposed  to  pursue.  The  hon.  member, 
Ca2)tain  Russell,  is  so  ardent  a  New  Zea¬ 
lander  that  in  his  reproaches,  mild  though 
they  were,  of  tlie  sister  colonies,  there  ap- 
2iearcd  to  be  a  certain  desire  to  realise  that 
Irish  reciprocity  wliich  is  all  on  one  side. 
He  was  careful  to  tell  us  that  we  must 
not  at  the  present  time  expect  anything 
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from  New  Zealand ;  but  lie  laid  down 
with  great  fulness  and  freedom  the  duties 
which  we  immediately  owed  to  that  most 
beautiful,  important,  and  wealthy  colony, 
whose  position,  he  led  us  to  understand, 
wa.s  that  of  the  coy  maiden,  not  unwilling, 
and  indeed  expecting,  to  be  courted,  and 
whose  consent  would  be  granted  by-ancl- 
by  as  a  favour.  It  may  be  that  because 
they  fell  from  a  lady’s  lips,  or  from  the 
representative  of  a  lady,  as  I  may  be 
permitted  at  present  to  regard  him, 
tliat  we  may  pass  by  certain  heresies 
about  responsible  and  democratic  govern* 
ment  which  might  otlierwise  seem  to 
challenge  a  rejoinder.  At  all  events, 
if  the  hon.  member  will  pemiit  me,  I 
will  only  endeavour  to  deal  with  them  in 
connection  with  the  remarks  wdiich  have 
been  made  wdth  reference  to  the  proposed 
constitution  for  Australasia.  The  fact  that 
the  Premier  of  Queensland  lias  seen  fit  to 
throw  the  apple  of  discord  at  once  among 
ns  is,  to  my  mind,  extremely  fortunate, 
and  if,  as  the  hon.  Premier  of  Victoria 
considered,  he  favoured  us  wnth  a  greater 
gift  of  difficulties  than  of  solutions,  that, 
after  all,  was  natural  from  the  opener  of 
such  a  debate.  The  one  solution  which  the 
hon.  member  has  proposed  I  intend  shortly 
to  examine  as  well  as  I  can,  treating  especi- 
ally  the  pai'ticular  side  of  it  which  was  so 
admirably  put  before  the  Convention  by 
his  colleague,  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraitli. 
One  might  be  ^^ardoned  for  dwelling  upon 
this  occasion  and  forecasting  its  possible 
future ;  but  our  responsibilities  are  so 
great  as  to  sober  the  most  sanguine,  as 
w*ell  as  to  arouse  the  most  confident.  I 
take  it  that  if  this  Convention  is  to  leave 
its  mark  upon  the  history  of  Australia,  it 
wdll  do  so  not  by  disquisition,  but  simply 
by  the  results  which  it  will  leave  be- 
liind  it.  We  have  been  termed  most  pro¬ 
perly  and  accurately  a  parliamentary  com¬ 
mittee — and  a  parliamentary  committee 
we  are  ;  but  sucli  a  committee  as  has  rarely 


been  seen  in  any  constitutional  country, 
and  such  as  has  never  been  seen  in  Austral¬ 
asia — a  committee  representing  seven  par¬ 
liaments,  with  the  concurrence  of  seven 
governments,  and  the  sanction  of  fourteen 
legislative  chambers,  having  the  direct  ap¬ 
proval  of  every  existing  voice  of  the  people 
of  Australasiagiven  through  all  its  different 
political  organs,  and,  therefore,  claiming  an 
authority  second  only  to  that  of  a  chamber 
elected  directly  by  them.  The  duty  im¬ 
posed  upon  us  is  simply  that  of  advising, 
and,  therefore,  the  latitude  permitted  to  us 
is,  ill  some  respects,  large  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  sphere  within  which  we  move  is 
narrow^  and  must  be  narroiv.  It  is  not 
possible  that  any  question  of  moment  in 
this  Convention  can  be  settled  by  count  of 
heads,  or  even  by  count  of  colonies.  Any 
conclusion  aiTived  at,  w’hich  is  to  be  of 
pmctical  value,  must  be  a  unanimous  con¬ 
clusion,  and  the  smallest  of  the  colonies 
requires  to  have  any  considerations  which 
it  may  urge  w’cighed  with  exactly  the 
same  attention  as  those  wdiich  proceed  from 
the  most  w’ealthy  and  the  most  populous. 
We  are  here,  therefore,  sir,  committed 
from  the  first  to  a  policy  of  compromise,  to 
all  compromise  that  will  be  possible  to  us, 
seeking  to  be  honest  representatives  of  our 
several  parliaments  and  colonies,  and  in¬ 
dicating  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and 
belief  the  attitude  which  they  wdll  take 
on  each  question.  The  princijde  upon 
wdiich  we  must  proceed  is  that  embodied* 
in  the  well  knowm  church  maxim,  “  Iiv 
essentials,  unity  ;  in  non-essentials,  liberty; 
and  in  all  things,  charity.”  If  we  claim 
an  indirect  autliority  from  the  electors 
w'e  are  none  the  less  conscious  of  the 
fact  that  w’hatever  is  proposed  by  this 
Convention  must  he  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  meet  with  their  sanction,  or  else  it  wall 
be  proi^osed  in  vain.  We  know  from  the 
outset  the  bar  of  public  opinion  before 
wffiich  w’e  are  to  be  judged,  and  we  know 
from  the  commencement  of  our  labours 
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tliat  the  conclusion  of  them  rests  in  other 
hands  than  ours — in  the  hands  of  no  less 
a  body  than  the  assembled  peoples  of  all 
the  Australasian  colonies.  This,  sir,  is  suf- 
cient  in  itself  to  make  us  careful  in  our 
deliberations,  and  guarded  in  our  conclu¬ 
sions,  especially  if  we  take  into  account  the 
further  fact  that  the  verdict  of  the  electors 
— whether  taken  directly  through  the  elec¬ 
torates,  or  not  so  taken,  will  also  require  to 
be  taken  through  allthepresentparliaments 
of  Australasia.  We  have  to  consider  not 
only  the  interests  of  the  people  regarding 
them  as  a  whole,  but  also  the  different  and 
sometimes  conflicting  localisms  which  are 
created  owing  to  the  fact  that  this  people 
is  at  present  bound  up  within  artificial 
boundaries  into  a  certain  number  of  com¬ 
munities.  If  the  constitution  or  proposal 
for  a  constitution  which  is  to  be  drafted  in 
this  Convention  is  to  be  a  success,  it  must 
command  the  sanction  of  the  several  par¬ 
liaments  of  those  several  communities. 
Then  as  to  the  objects  which  we  set  our¬ 
selves  in  preparing  the  draft  of  a  con¬ 
stitution,  I  fancy  that  w^e  may  without 
impropriety,  in  fact,  with  entire  pro¬ 
priety,  adopt  the  unequalled  language  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  preamble  of  the  superb  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  and  may 
without  qualifying  a  single  syllable  claim 
that  our  labours  are  intended  to  achieve  a 
similar  result.  We  shall  be  entitled  to 
announce,  after  receiving  the  popular  ver¬ 
dict  in  its  favour,  that 

we,  the  people  of  Australasia,  in  order  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  establish  jtistice,  ensure 
domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common 
defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos¬ 
terity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  constitution. 

The  resolutions  which  have  been  proposed 
by  yourself  in  order  to  accomplish  these 
objects  contain  in  what  may  be  considered 
their  preamble,  one  phrase  which  has  not 
yet  been  commented  upon,  but  which 
appears  to  me  to  deserve  comment,  as 
indicating  on  its  face  the  object  which 
[J/r.  Beakin. 


3’ou  had,  sir,  in  submittuig  these  resolu- 
sions  in  their  present  form.  You  .say : 

That  in  order  to  establish  and  secure  an 
enduring  foundation  for  the  structure  of  a 
federal  govenimcnt  the  principles  embodied  in 
the  resolutions  following  be  agreed  to. 

Thus  at  once  indicating  to  us  that  the.se 
resolutions,  as  they  stand,  are  not  laid 
before  us  to  bo  accepted  and  criticised 
word  by  word,  as  if  they  were  sought  to  be 
placed  on  permanent  record;  but  that  it  is 
the  principles  embodied  in  them  which  we 
are  now'  called  upon  to  consider.  That 
course  appears  to  me  to  have  been  most 
wdsely  adopted  ;  and  I  shall  therefore  seek, 
in  treating  these  resolutions  in  their  order, 
not  to  dwell  upon  the  language  in  which 
they  happen  to  be  couched,  but  endea¬ 
vour,  as  far  as  possible,  to  cope  wdtli  the 
principles  wdiich  they  seem  to  embody. 
The  first  of  these  establishes  beyond  doubt 
the  sovereignty  proposed  to  be  conserved 
to  the  several  colonies  of  Australasia,  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  limitations  and  surrenders  which 
will  appear  set  out  in  detail  in  the  con¬ 
stitution  proposed  to  be  adopted  for  the 
federal  parliament.  Subject  to  the  express 
terms  of  that  constitution,  every  liberty  at 
present  enjoyed  by  the  peoples  of  the  several 
colonies,  and  every  power  of  their  legisla¬ 
tures,  and  every  potentiality  w’hich  is w'ithin 
their  constitutions  remains  with  them  and 
belongs  to  them  for  all  time.  You  lay  this 
down  at  the  outset  as  a  cardinal  principle, 
and  as  it  has  so  far  received  the  cordial 
approval  of  every  delegate,  I  sliall  not 
proceed  to  debate  it  further  than  to  note 
that  it  was  exactly  this  principle  wdiicli 
guided  the  founders  of  the  existing  Federal 
Council  in  their  draft  of  that  measure — 
it  puts  into  a  fresh  form  with  regard  to 
this  federation  the  very  root  idea  of  the 
))resent  Federal  Council  Act.  This  is  the 
postulate  that  to  the  several  colonicsshoulcl 
be  left  all  possible  powers  and  prerogatives, 
defined  and  undefined,  while  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment  itself,  however  largely  cnclo^ved 
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fsliould  have  a  certain  fixed  and  definite 
endowment  within  which  its  powers  would 
be  circumscribed.  In  the  first  resolution 
Avhich  you,  sir,  moved  at  the  conference  held 
in  Melbourne  twelve  months  ago,  you  most 
gracefully  recognised  the  valuable  services 
to  the  cause  of  federation  conferred  by 
the  founders  of  the  Federal  Council,  which, 
in  Victoria,  stands  indissolubly  associated 
Avith  tlie  name  of  the  Honorable  James 
Service,  a  gentleman  Avhom  Ave  regret,  by 
liis  own  choice,  is  not  one  of  the  Victorian 
delegates  on  this  occasion.  He,  sir,  and 
the  other  great  representative  men,  among 
Avhom  tlie  late  Right  Honorable  W.  B. 
Dailey  must  always  be  gratefully  remem¬ 
bered,  Avhen  facing  a  similar  problem  to 
be  dealt  Avith  in  a  somewliat  limited  Avay 
adopted  this  principle.  It  is  something  to 
note  that  the  years  that  have  passed  since 
then,  and  the  experience  gained  since  then, 
have  only  strengthened  the  opinion  which 
they  arriA'ed  at,  tliat  no  union  Avas  possible 
in  Australasia  Avhich  did  not  preserve  in 
the  fullest  form  the  power  and  dignity  of 
the  several  communities  Avhich  compose  it. 
Indeed,  if  Ave  regard  their  present  extent, 
t  h  eir  present  k  no  wn  Aveal  t  h ,  an  d  their  f  u  tu  re 
prospects,  avc  must  admit  that  in  the  future 
they  Avill  rival  in  all  respects  kingdoms 
in  Europe  and  states  in  America  ;  and 
that  the  parliaments  Avhich  belong  to  such 
communities  cannot  be  other  than  bodies 
clothed  Avith  the  highest  poAver,  dignity, 
and  influence,  to  which  it  will  be  an  honor 
to  belong,  and  Avhich  Avill  play  a  great 
part  in  shaping  the  destinies  of  this  conti¬ 
nent.  Then,  sir,  Ave  come  to  your  2nd  and 
3rd  resolutions,  Avhicli  I  propose  to  briefly 
consider  togetlier.  It  seems  to  me  that 
they  might  have  been  legitimately  placed 
in  an  opposite  order — that  Ave  should  first 
ha\"e  asserted  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
federal  gov’ernment  to  estahlisli  a  common 
tarifi',  and  that  then  Ave  should  have  had 
as  a  corollary  the  principle  of  f  ree  i  ntercdiange 
between  the  several  provinces  of  the  union. 


This,  hoAvever,  has  been  already  dealt  Avith. 
The  point  which  presented  itself  to  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  in  this  connec¬ 
tion  Avas  the  probability  of  delay  on  the  part 
of  the  federal  parliament  in  dealing  Avitli 
this  most  grave  and  important  issue.  In¬ 
disputably  the  first  task  of  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  Avill  be  to  organise  itself  and  its 
administration.  Indisputably  the  task  of 
framing  a  common  tariff  for  all  Australasia 
will  be  no  ordinary  task.  The  difficulties 
which  have  been  felt,  and  Avhicli  have  already 
been  graphically  pourtrayed  by  the  hon. 
the  Premier  of  South  Australia  in  his  ad¬ 
mirable  speech  this  morning — the  difficul¬ 
ties  which  have  been  felt  in  each  proA'ince 
in  coping  Avith  such  questions  will  be 
multiplied  sixfold  in  dealing  Avith  the  in¬ 
terests  of  Australia.  If  we  haA’-e  found  it 
difficult  for  politicians  to  collect  informa¬ 
tion  to  enable  them  to  deal  with  this  intri¬ 
cate  question,  when  Ave  ha\^e  only  had  the 
interests  of  one  colony  to  consider,  if  it 
does  not  folloAv  in  exact  arithmetical  ratio, 
it  yet  does  folloAv  most  distinctly  that  there 
will  be  much  more  difficulty  in  framing  a 
tariff  acceptable  to  the  people  of  the  Avhole 
of  Australia.  It  is  quite  clear,  tlien,  that 
time  must  elapse  before  this  common  tariff 
can  be  proposed  ;  and  those  Avho  have  pre¬ 
ceded  me,  including  the  Premier  of  Vic¬ 
toria — with  Avhom  I  am  in  hearty  general 
agreement,  so  far  as  his  remarks  touching 
some  questions  are  concerned — appear  to 
consider  tliat  this  time,  of  itself,  Avould 
offer  sufficient  grace  to  those  colonies 
which  have  already  adopted  the  policy  of 
developing  their  manufacturing  industries 
by  special  legislation.  With  all  respect  to 
them,  I  take,  a  contrary  view.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  is  not  sufficient  that  an  indefi¬ 
nite  time  must  necessarily  elapse  before  the 
federal  parliament  can  deal  with  this  issue. 
I  believe  that  if  Ave  are  to  obey  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  resolutions  Avhich  sent  us 
here — if  we  are  to  propose  a  constitution 
Avhioh  shall  be  just  to  the  several  colonies 
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— we  oannob  be  content  with  leaving  the 
question  as  open  as  it  is  proposed  to  leave 
it.  What  is  the  position  of  those  colonies 
which  have  advisedly,  in  pursuance  of  the 
powers  intrusted  to  them,  and  in  obedience 
to  the  dictates  of  their  parliaments,  adopted 
a  protective  policy  ?  They  have  created, 
within  longer  or  shorter  periods,  vested 
interests,  in  which  millions  of  capital  are 
invested — millions  of  private  capital  of 
the  citizens  of  this  country.  Now,  sir,  I 
would  be  the  last  to  suggest,  the  last  to 
believe,  that  a  federal  parliament,  repre¬ 
senting  Australasia,  would  ignore  con¬ 
siderations  of  this  kind.  I  would  be  the 
last  to  suppose  that  they  could  be  guilty, 
in  obedience  to  any  doctrine  of  economic 
practice,  of  what  might  be  termed  the 
crime  of  sweeping  away,  at  a  blow,  the 
protection  under  w’hich  these  industries 
and  interests  have  been  built  up.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  to  be  impossible.  But  the  ques¬ 
tion  here  and  now"  is,  not  of  individual 
belief,  or  the  belief  of  this  Convention  ; 
it  is  our  duty,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind, 
not  to  rest  upon  beliefs,  but  to  obtain 
guarantees  for  the  preservation  of  in¬ 
terests  such  as  these.  What  are  the 
guarantees  wdiich  can  legitimately  be 
asked  by  those  colonies  which  have  estab¬ 
lished  industries  under  the  shelter  of  pro¬ 
tective  tariffs  ?  What  is  the  considera¬ 
tion  w’hich  they  can  reasonably  ask  from 
their  fellow-colonists,  and  especially  from 
that  one  great  colony  in  which  we  now 
stand,  which  has  not  yet  seen  its  way  to 
follow  a  similar  policy  ?  Let  me  say,  at 
the  outset,  that  I,  for  one,  frankly  admit 
that  a  customs  union  is  a  sine  qua  non 
of  federal  union ;  that  without  a  customs 
union  there  can  be  no  federal  union  in 
the  true  sense  of  the  term,  and  that  all 
our  efforts  and  all  our  labours  must  be 
directed  to  securing  that  customs  union 
so  soon  as  it  may  be  compatible  with  the 
interests  intrusted  to  us.  W^ith  that  pre- 
naise,  let  us  ask  wliat  might  fairly  be 
[3/r.  Deakin. 


demanded,  seeing  that  ultimately,  and  at 
no  distant  date,  the  question  of  the  tariff 
to  be  imposed  upon  our  seaboard  must 
be  settled  by  the  people  of  Australia 
as  a  whole,  no  matter  what  the  verdict 
of  individual  colonies  may  be.  That  is 
the  goal  towards  w'hich  we  are  progress¬ 
ing,  and  towards  which  we  ought  not  to 
progress  too  slowly,  but  which  it  would 
bo  impossible,  which  it  would  be  unjust, 
to  attempt  to  gain  at  a  single  bound. 
I  will  not  venture  at  this  stage  to  sug¬ 
gest  what,  in  my  humble  judgment,  would 
be  a  sufficient  guarantee  to  satisfy  those 
colonies  that  their  interests  w’ould  not 
be  too  soon,  too  rapidly,  too  hastily  im¬ 
perilled.  I  w’ill  only  indicate  that  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  that  we  might  safely  lay  down 
in  tlio  constitution  the  condition  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  years  of  its  existence  it  should 
only  be  possible  to  reduce  existing  tariffi’ 
by  a  certain  percentage  in  a  certain  number 
of  years ;  so  that  if  the  first  federal  par¬ 
liament  should  feel  bound  to  reduce  duties 
it  could  only  do  so  to  a  certain  extent. 
The  people  of  the  continent,  as  a  whole, 
w"ould  be  appealed  to  at  least  once,  if  not 
twice,  before  protective  duties  were  reduced 
to  revenue  duties.  In  point  of  fact,  the 
federal  parliament  on  this  question  should 
be  asked  to  proceed  by  steps,  to  advance 
degrees  ;  and  the  guarantee  should  be 
set  out  on  the  face  of  the  proposed  consti¬ 
tution  that  those  who  have  embarked  their 
capital  in  these  industries  under  state  en¬ 
couragement  and  state  sanction,  should 
know  the  period  of  time  within  which 
they  could  hope  to  retain  the  command  of 
their  markets,  even  if  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  should  give  its  judgment  against  a 
protective  policy.  I  need  scarcely  repeat 
here  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  is  in  no  danger  of  giving  any  such 
verdict.  I  believe  that  the  portion  of  the 
speech  in  which  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
Thomas  Mcllwraith,  set  out  the  conditions 
under  which  protection  might  be  applied, 
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expresses  the  opinion  of  the  bulk  of  tlio 
people  of  thi.s  country,  and  tliat  this  is  an 
opinion  whicli,  the  better  it  is  understood, 
the  more  it  will  find  popular  favour. 
Personally,  then,  I  have  no  more  fear  than 
any  member  of  this  convention,  as  to  what 
the  ultimate  result  would  be.  It  \vill  mean 
without  doubt  an  Australasian  protective 
tariff ;  but  I  say  it  is  incumbent  upon  us 
not  to  rest  upon  individual  beliefs  in  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  so  much  moment  to  special  colonies  ; 
'sve  must  request  and  require  some  such 
guarantee  as  that  which  I  have  rudely 
outlined.  I  would  remind  hon.  members 
who  are  apprehensive  of  such  a  proposal 
that  we  all  fondly  hope  and  believe  that 
the  union  which  it  may  be  our  privilege 
to  inaugurate,  wdll  be  an  eternal  union — 
a  union  for  all  time  of  the  states  of  Aus¬ 
tralasia,  or  into  which  all  the  states  of  Aus¬ 
tralasia  will,  within  a  comparatively  brief 
period,  be  irresistibly  draw’n.  That  being 
the  case,  why  should  a  concession  of  a  few 
years  be  denied,  when  the  object  to  be  at¬ 
tained  is  permanent  1 

Mr.  Ad  YE  Douglas  :  The  hon.  member 
has  no  confidence  in  his  owm  people  ! 

Mr.  DEAIvIX :  The  hon.  member  must 
pardon  me  if  I  do  not  now  see  the  perti¬ 
nency  of  his  interjection,  I  was  about 
to  point  out  that,  supposing  this  prin¬ 
ciple  to  be  adopted,  this  guarantee  to  be 
given,  it  does  not  necessarily  imply  that 
nothing  should  be  done  in  the  way  of  free 
interchange  between  the  Australasian 
colonies  in  the  meantime.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  would  rest  with  the  several 
colonies  themselves ;  and  the  sense  that  at 
no  distant  date  an  absolute  union  was  in¬ 
evitable,  w^ould  no  doubt  prove  an  argu¬ 
ment  of  considerable  weight  to  induce  them 
to  prepare  for  it  by  every  means  in  their 
power.  Consequently,  the  condition  which 
has  been  suggested  w’ould  not  prove  an 
absolute  bar  to  progress  in  this  direction 
even  during  the  term  of  the  guarantee; 
but,  on  the  conli’ary,  it  might  be  reason¬ 


ably  anticipated  that,  with  such  a  guaran¬ 
tee,  offered  and  accepted,  the  several  colo¬ 
nies  who  were  for  the  time-being  protected 
by  it  would  sec  their  way  to  enter  into 
mutual  arrangements  for  a  more  or  less 
unrestricted  exchange  across  their  borders; 
and,  saving  the  rights  and  the  vested  in¬ 
terests  to  which  I  have  referred,  no  one 
would  more  cordially  support  such  a  policy 
than  myself.  With  regard  to  the  4th  reso¬ 
lution,  I  have  only  to  say  that  the  pro¬ 
mise  which  it  offers  is  one  of  efficiency  in 
the  defence  of  Australasia,  an  efficiency 
wffiich  I  trust  will  be  based  upon  as  small  a 
standing  army  as  is  compatible  with  the 
safety  of  the  country,  and  upon  as  large 
an  extension  of  the  principle  of  citizen 
soldiery  as  is  possible  with  the  funds  at 
our  command.  Then,  sir,  we  approach 
the  article  of  your  resolutions — the  fii'st 
in  the  second  part — which  has,  up  to  the 
present  moment,  called  for  the  most  criti¬ 
cism,  and  evoked  the  warmest  debate. 
Your  proposition  that  there  should  be  tw^o 
houses  of  })arl lament  has  been,  so  far,  ac¬ 
cepted  with  unanimity.  Your  proposition 
that  the  house  of  representatives  should  be 
elected  on  the  popular  basis  has  not  been 
challenged.  The  proposition  that  tliere 
should  be  a  senate  retiring  by  sections  has 
also  been  adopted.  The  one  article  in 
this  particular  resolution  wdiich  has  been 
challenged  is  tliat  which,  in  accordance 
with  the  established  principles  of  the 
British  Constitution,  endow’s  the  popular 
chamber  with  the  sole  power  of  originating 
and  amending  all  bills,  appropriating  re¬ 
venue,  or  imposing  taxation.  Those,  sir, 
who  follow  your  resolution,  and  adopt  it 
most  cordially,  have  been  accused  of  keep¬ 
ing  in  mind  throughout  the  existing  upper 
chambei-sof  Australasia,  of  ignoring  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  second  federal  chamber 
and  the  second  chamber  in  the  several  colo¬ 
nies.  But  those  who  have  made  this  accu¬ 
sation  have  not  themselves  been  precise, 
nor  could  they  be  precise,  in  indicating 
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the  particular  mode  of  election  which  was 
pi’oposed  to  be  adopted  in  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  this  senate.  Some  have  inferred,  it 
is  evident,  tliat  the  local  legislative  bodies 
w'ould  elect  the  members  of  the  senate. 
Others  have  vaguely  indicated  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  an  election  by  the  whole  body  of 
the  people,  or  by  provinces,  and  others 
have  indicated  a  mixed  method  of  election. 
I  wisli  merely  to  point  out  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  that,  until  the  method  of  election 
is  settled,  the  question  in  what  degree  the 
upper  chamber  really  represents  the  state 
which  it  claims  to  represent  must  remain 
in  some  doubt. 

Sir  TnoiiAS  McIlwraith  :  No  ! 

Mr,  DEAKIN :  It  may  nominally  re¬ 
present  the  state,  without  really  repre¬ 
senting  it.  If,  for  instance — and  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  an  unv/isc  pro¬ 
position — it  is  suggested  that  each  colony 
shall  determine  for  itself  the  method  of 
election  which  shall  be  followed  for  the 
proportion  of  members  which  it  is  entitled 
to  claim  in  the  senate — and  that  would 
be  a  liberty  wdiich,  until  I  hear  reasons  to 
tbe  contrary,  I  think  might  be  j  udiciously 
intnisted  to  the  several  colonies — if  the 
several  colonies  be  left  free  to  frame  their 
own  constituencies  for  tlieir  own  senate, 
then  we  shall,  not  impossibly,  have  a  body 
w  hich  will  have  diffenng  claims  to  repre¬ 
sent  certain  states.  I  shall  maintain  from 
now,  until  I  find  the  principle  refuted 
by  much  stronger  argument  than  I  have 
heard  brought  against  it,  that  there  is 
only  one  means  of  thoroughly  and  effec¬ 
tively  representing  the  people,  and  that  is 
by  direct  election.  No  other  choice,  how¬ 
ever  it  may  be  based  upon  the  indirect  au¬ 
thority  of  the  people, can  claim  to  stand  for 
a  moment  in  comparison  with  that  of  men 
who  receive  their  trust  from  the  hands  of 
the  electors  themselves,  and  who  speak 
their  sentiments,  without  the  intervention 
of  any  other  body,  or  subject  to  any  other 
influence  than  the  judgment  and  reason  of 
[J/r.  Deakin, 


the  manhood  of  their  colony.  I  say  that, 
how'^ever  high  the  title,  however  lofty  the 
claims,  of  the  senate,  if  it  derives  its  origin 
from  an  indirect  method  of  election,  tlic 
representative  character  of  its  members 
cannot  equal  tliat  of  men  wlio  face  tlio 
people  directly,  and  w  in,  in  tlieir  onvii  per¬ 
son,  at  the  sw'ord’s  point,  and  after  fierce 
conflict,  the  confidence  of  a  majority  of 
the  electors. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Why  not  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  say  I  shall  accept 
that  as  a  first  principle  until  I  hear  stronger 
reasoning  to  the  contrary  than  I  have  yet 
heard ;  and  1  shall  adopt,  in  this  particular, 
the  excellent  plan  of  the  lion,  tbe  Premier  of 
Queensland,  wlio  has  interjected,  and  whose 
politic  practice,  throngliout  the  wliole  of 
the  debate,  has  been  to  request  his  oppo¬ 
nents  to  find  plans,  and  then  proceed  to  criti¬ 
cise  them.  I  think  that  we  wdio  lay  down 
a  principle  .so  generally  accepted  as  this, 
are  entitled  to  ask  to  be  furnished,  not  with 
reasons  for  supporting  it,  but  wuth  reasons 
w'hy  w'e  should  not  support  it,  or  wdiy  we 
sliould  accept  some  other  principle  in  its 
place.  Therefore,  with  all  consideration 
and  respect,  I  return  the  lion,  gentleman’s 
interjection,  and  invite  him  to  show  what 
method  of  appointment  can  claim,  in  direct¬ 
ness  of  authority,  to  rank  with  that  of  im¬ 
mediate  election  by  the  whole  body  of  the 
people. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Any  kind  of 
election ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Any  kind  of  election  ! 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  If  it  represents 
the  state  i 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  cannot  conceive  of 
an  entity  called  the  state  apart  from  the 
people  whose  interests  it  embodies  ;  nor 
can  I  conceive  anything  w'ithin  tho  state 
wliicli  can  claim  an  equal  authority  with 
the  final  verdict,  after  solemn  considera¬ 
tion,  of  the  majority  of  its  citizens.  If  the 
lion,  gentleman  has  any  metaphysical  en¬ 
tity  in  hi.s  mind  w’hich  can  be  placed  above 
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this,  I  F.liall  be  glad  to  learn  its  nature  ; 
but  at  present  I  prefer  to  rest  upon  wliat 
lias  been  the  solid  substratum  upon  which 
popular  and  responsible  government  has 
been  carried  on,  of  which  we  have  had  cen¬ 
turies  of  experience,  and  wliich,  the  more 
it  lias  been  honored,  the  more  it  has  en¬ 
dowed  us  with  liberty,  and  all  that  follows 
in  the  train  of  liberty.  Until  we  have  the 
metliod  of  the  election  of  the  senate  dis¬ 
tinctly  before  us  we  cannot  tell  exactly  with 
what  degree  of  authority  it  should  be  in¬ 
trusted.  But  I  will  not  quibble  about 
words.  I  will  confess  that,  if  elected,  it  is 
quite  possible  and  justifiable  to  intrust  it 
^yith  a  very  large  authority.  I  would  as¬ 
sure  the  hon.  member  that,  in  endeavouring 
to  answer  his  contention,  I  shall  seek  to 
meet  his  argument,  so  far  as  I  understand 
it,  not  at  its  \rorst,  but  at  its  best ;  to  state 
it,  as  far  as  I  can,  as  I  conceive  he  would 
state  it  in  order  to  put  it  in  its  strongest 
form  j  and  if  I  cannot  answer  it  in  that 
form  I  will  not  attempt  to  answer  it  at 
all.  I  merely  pointed  out  at  the  out¬ 
set — and  perhaps  the  hon.  member’s  inter¬ 
jection  has  led  me  to  appear  to  attach  too 
much  consideration  to  it — that  this  is  a 
circumstance  that  will  require  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  which  has  not  yet  been 
taken  into  consideration,  and  which  tho.se 
who  advocate  the  intrusting  of  the  federal 
upper  house  with  extraordinary  powers 
iiave  not  yet  thought  fit  to  absolutely  de¬ 
fine.  I  think  that  we  may  fairly  challenge 
them  to  define  the  method  of  election  for 
this  senate  of  theirs,  to  which  they  wish 
to  give  exceptional  powers.  To  remove 
any  misapprehension,  let  me  say  that  per¬ 
sonally  I  have  no  ambition  to  see  a  second 
chamber  in  these  colonies  which  should 
be  a  mere  replica  of  the  Canadian  Upper 
House,  w  hich  is  confessedly  inadequate  for 
the  position  wdiich  it  occupies  ;  nor  do  I 
even  desire  to  see  a  body  whose  authority 
•would  be  as  capable  of  variable  interpreta¬ 
tions  as  is  that  of  the  House  of  Lords 


under  the  Briti.sh  Constitution.  I  believe 
that  w^e  cannot  have  a  better  ideal  for  our 
second  chamber  than  the  House  of  Lords 
as  its  functions  are  now  interpreted ;  at 
the  same  time  I  will  confess  to  hon. 
members  that  in  defining  its  exact  position 
we  might  possibly  have  some  difficulty.  If 
we  follow  the  lines  upon  which  I  believe 
the  British  Constitution  is  now  interpreted, 
we  should  require  a  second  chamber  em¬ 
bracing  just  such  members  as  you,  sir, 
specified  in  your  opening  speech,  men  of 
mature  experience,  of  ripe  judgment,  of 
high  character,  qualified  to  give  counsels  to 
the  nation  with  the  certainty  that  they 
would  be  received  with  respect.  Of  such 
men  .should  a  second  chamber  be  composed, 
and  the  powers  intrusted  to  it  should  be 
those  powers  that  have  always  belonged, 
under  responsible  government,  to  a  second 
chamber,  namely,  the  power  of  review,  the 
power  of  revision,  the  power  of  a  veto 
limited  in  time.  The  hon.  member,  Captain 
Hussell,  described  in  poetic  language  that  I 
am  afraid  I  -would  find  almost  as  much  diffi¬ 
culty  in  repeating  as  I  should  in  imitating, 
the  danger  incurred  in  the  absenceof  aveto. 
He  spoke,  I  fancy,  of  the  “  cyclonic  fury” 
of  the  popular  mind,  and  conjured  up  be¬ 
fore  us  the  spectacle  of  a  democracy  carried 
hither  and  thither  by  violent  impulses  to 
opposite  points  of  the  compass  within  short 
periods  of  time.  If  there  be  such  a  de¬ 
mocracy — and  far  be  it  from  me  to  in¬ 
sinuate  that  Captain  Bussell  has  had  any 
experience  of  it — then  I  fancy  that  the 
second  chamber  which  we  have  in  view 
w^ould  prevent  and  provide  against  any 
such  possible  accident.  It  would  be  a  cham¬ 
ber  speaking  -with  w’eight,  and  acting  with 
authority,  able  to  amend  or  reject  all  mea¬ 
sures  other  than  financial — able  to  abso¬ 
lutely  reject  financial  measures,  though  not 
to  amend  them,  and  able  by  this  means  to 
challenge  the  verdict  of  the  country  when¬ 
ever  and  how'cver  it  pleased,  and  as  often 
as  it  might  please.  Will  it  be  contended 
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that  these  are  small  powers  ]  On  the  other 
hand,  will  it  be  contended  that  if  that 
‘^cyclonic  fury  ”  proved  not  to  be  the  mo¬ 
mentary  outbiii'st  to  which  reference  has 
been  made,  but  the  settled  determination 
of  the  popular  will — does  Captain  Russell, 
and  do  those  who  think  with  liim,  contend 
that  this  is  to  be  defeated  1  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  agrees  in  theory,  at  all  events, 
with  the  practice  of  the  British  Constitu¬ 
tion  wdiich  we  are  supporting.  So,  I  take  it, 
did  Sir  Samuel  Griflith  himself.  lie  also 
indorsed  the  principle  that,  in  the  last  re¬ 
sort,  and  after  due  consideration,  the  popu¬ 
lar  determination  must  prevail,  and  the 
attempt  of  any  body,  short  of  that  of  a 
majority  of  the  people,  to  obstruct  its  ex¬ 
ecution  must  be  defeated  and  set  aside. 
This,  I  understand  them  to  admit;  w^e 
admit ;  all  admit  It  is  simply  a  question, 
then,  of  the  degree  of  veto — of  the  degree 
of  check  which  a  second  chamber  shall  be 
authorised  to  present  to  the  execution  of 
what  the  popular  chamber  believes  at  the 
time  to  be  the  will  of  the  people.  If  we  are 
agreed  that  the  authority  to  be  intrusted 
to  the  senate  is  to  be  only  a  limited  veto, 
then  I  ask  how  that  is  to  be  reconciled 
with  tlie  propositions  which  provide  for  a 
permanent  and  perpetual  veto  capable  of 
being  imposed  by  the  second  chamber 
upon  measures  which  might  under  con¬ 
ceivable  circumstances  be  passed  again 
and  again  by  the  first  chamber,  and  be  in¬ 
dorsed  again  and  again  l)y  the  people  to 
whom  they  had  appealed  ]  I  think  this 
is  another  point  on  which  we,  wdio  accept 
our  governments  as  we  find  them,  who  rest 
on  the  established  practice  that  has  come 
down  with  the  precedents  of  at  least  a  cen¬ 
tury,  if  not  two  or  three  centuries,  in  its 
support,  may  say  to  our  opponents,  “It  is 
for  you  to  come  forward  with  some  new 
and  original  defence  of  this  absolute 
and  permanent  veto  with  which  you  pro¬ 
pose  to  intrust  the  second  chamber.  If 
you  contend  simply  for  a  limited  veto — if 
[J/r.  Deakin, 


you  contend,  as  the  hon.  member.  Captain 
Russell,  said,  simply  for  such  a  veto  as 
^vould  enable  the  body  of  the  people 
to  reflect,  to  reconsider,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  amend  their  judgment — then  we  are 
heartily  with  you ;  and  the  question  of 
details  need  not  long  occupy  us.’*  But 
what  we  feel  to  be  the  real  and  important 
point  in  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  and  othens,  is 
that  they  propose  to  establish — and  I 
wish  to  impress  this  upon  the  Conven¬ 
tion — a  second  chamber,  wdiich  is  to  have 
the  powder  of  absolute  and  continuous  veto 
upon  the  proposals  sanctioned  by  the 
popular  chamber,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
people.  Such  is  the  possibility. 

Mr.  Moore  :  No  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Such  is  a  distinct  pos¬ 
sibility.  With  the  probabilities  I  will 
presently  deal. 

Mr.  Brow’N  :  A  veto  for  one  session ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  If  the  hon.  member 
says  a  veto  for  one  session,  I  cordially 
agree  wdth  him.  I  go  further,  and  am 
prepared  to  make  greater  concessions  to 
the  upper  chamber  than  he  asks.  What 
I  say  is  that  the  proposal  that  emanates 
from  the  Premier  of  Queensland,  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Thomas 
Mcll wraith,  in  his  able  speech,  is  a  plea 
for  an  absolute  veto  to  be  vested  in  the 
second  chamber.  To  that  I  wish  to  draw 
attention,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  the 
argument.  lion,  delegate.^  will  perceive, 
probably,  the  relation  which  this  bears  to 
the  former  argument.  If  the  second  cham¬ 
ber  is  to  be  endowed  wdtli  an  absolute 
veto,  w^e  are  bound  to  ask,  what  is  the 
constituency  of  that  chamber — from  whom 
does  it  derive  its  authority  to  override  all 
other  powers  in  the  state  ] 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  :  From  the  people  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN:  We  will  ask,  how 
from  the  people?  What  proof  shall  we 
have  that  the  senate  has  the  approbation  of 
the  people  ? 
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Mr.  Cutiibert;  If  elected  by  the 
people  ! 

Mr.  DE  AKIN  :  If  elected  by  the  people, 
^vill  they  undertake,  in  the  event  of  dis¬ 
pute,  to  face  their  electors  in  order  to  dis¬ 
cover  on  which  side  the  people  are? 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  Yes  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  If  so,  then,  we  will 
narrow  the  question.  If  one  chamber  is  to 
be  compelled  to  undergo  what  is  known 
as  a  penal  dissolution — a  dissolution  'which 
is  a  personal  penalty,  an  individual  private 
penalty  inflicted  upon  every  member  of 
the  popular  house — if  we  are  called  upon 
to  undergo  that  trial  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  upper  chamber,  let  the  upper  chamber 
also  enjoy  the  sweets  of  a  similar  appeal, 
and  be  bound  by  the  same  verdict.  If 
hon.  members  are  prepared  to  take  that 
stand,  we  'would,  I  confess,  be  obtaining  a 
basis  on  'wKich  further  argument  would 
be  possible  ;  but  I  liave  not  yet  understood 
from  any  of  those  who  have  spoken  that 
they  are  willing  to  concede  so  much.  Al¬ 
though  the  senate  would  claim  to  speak 
in  the  name  of  the  people,  and  to  act  in 
their  name,  and  although  its  authority  is 
claimed  because  it  represents  the  people, 
I  have  yet  to  hear  that  its  members  are 
willing  to  face  the  people,  so  as  to  dis¬ 
cover  whether  they  represent  them  or 
not.  I  will  not  state  for  a  moment  that  it 
will  be  possible  for  any  federal  second 
chamber  to  act  as,  in  remote  periods,  'w^e 
will  say,  upper  chambers  in  distant  coun¬ 
tries  have  acted  wdth  regard  to  the  popular 
chamber.  We  have  heard  of  an  upper 
chamber  'which  has  been  compelled  to  pass 
measures  demanded  by  the  people,  revenge 
itself  on  the  government  in  power,  and 
on  the  house  that  compelled  the  upper 
chamber  to  pass  these  measures,  by  emas¬ 
culating  or  rejecting  other  measures  in 
order  to  prove  that  the  government  could 
not  carry  on  the  business  of  the  country. 
We  have  heard  of  an  upper  chamber  turn¬ 
ing  on  a  ministry  which  simply  expressed 


the  popular  will  and  using  the  authority 
intrusted  to  it  in  order  to  injure  that  min¬ 
istry. 

Mr.  Moore  :  Where  did  that  take  place  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  In  remote  times  and 
far  distant  countries.  It  has  been  done. 
I  can  appeal  even  to  hon.  members’  re¬ 
collection  of  constitutional  history  as  to 
whether  it  lias  not  been  done  ;  and  why 
should  it  not  be  done  1  Do  you  intrust  a 
body  with  powers  unless  you  expect  it  to 
exercise  them  ?  The  American  Senate  has 
been  intru.sted  to  some  extent  with  certain 
executive  powers,  and  what  is  the  re¬ 
sult  %  There  is  not  only  their  public  action 
'with  reference  to  presidents’  appointments; 
but  their  action  with  regard  to  those  ap¬ 
pointments  before  they  reach  the  table 
of  the  House  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the 
senators  of  the  United  States  in  their  own 
states  claim  to,  and  practically  do,  exercise 
the  patronage  of  those  states  when  their 
party  is  in  power  ?  By  these  means  they 
have  been  elevated — and  we  all  desire  to 
elevate  second  chambers ;  but  their  ele¬ 
vation  has  been  the  means  of  depressing 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  depriv¬ 
ing  it  of  its  due  influence.  Although  it 
has  strengthened  the  senate — has  aggran¬ 
dised  that  body — it  has  seriously  injured 
the  popular  body  and  rendered  it  less  fit 
to  discharge  some  of  its  most  solemn  duties. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Do  they  admit  that  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN:  When  I  speak  of 
Americans,  I  speak  of  60,000,000  people. 
I  need  not  say  that  there  is  great  diver¬ 
sity  of  opinion  ;  but  the  hon.  member  'wdll 
find  competent  authorities  quoted  in  so 
recent  a  'work  as  that  of  Mr.  Bryce — 
quoted  by  him  as  the  verdict  of  Americans, 
and  not  as  his  verdict.  To  return  to  the 
point  from  'which  this  digression  led  me  : 
If  we  endow  the  second  chamber  with 
special  powers,  we  endow  them  for  the 
purpose  of  their  exercising  them  ;  if  not, 
why  endow  them  at  all  ?  If  we  endow 
them  with  an  absolute  veto,  we  must  mean 
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them  to  exercise  it.  If  not,  we  must  say 
with  what  degree  of  veto  w^e  endow  them. 
When  we  know  the  constituency  of  the 
body  wliich  is  to  he  intrusted  witli  this  ab¬ 
solute  veto,  we  shall  discover  a  body  which 
is  to  be  placed  above  the  people — a  body 
in  which  is  to  be  vested  a  higher  authority 
than  that  of  the  whole  peopla 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Then  I  fall  back  on 
Sir  Samuel  Gritrith's  policy,  and  say  that 
I  require  to  have  this  explained  to  me. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Of  separate 
states,  as  aggrcgationsof  their  own  people! 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  I  suppose  that  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith  means  that  they  could 
elect  senatoi's  whose  policy  they  approved 
of,  wliose  views  might  be  different  from 
that  of  the  body  of  the  people. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  majorities  of 
the  separate  states  might  be  of  a  different 
opinion  from  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Australia,  taken  as  one  1 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  It  is  quite  conceivable 
that  immense  majorities  in  the  large  states 
might  be  neutralised  in  the  senate  by  small 
majorities  in  the  small  states.  This  is  a 
state  of  things  that  has  to  be  faced  ;  al¬ 
though  it  is  not  likely  to  occur  frequently. 
The  other  position  I  was  putting  will  also 
happen  occasionally,  namely,  that  tlie  sen¬ 
ators  elected  by  the  several  states  will,  at 
times,  be  at  variance  both  with  the  majority 
of  the  states  and  with  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  states,  and  the  one  case  wdll 
occur  as  often  as  that  to  which  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith  alluded.  This  arises  because  it  is 
proposed  to  elect  this  body  of  persons  for 
long  terms  within  which  great  changes  may 
take  place.  So  far  as  any  scheme  is  before 
us,  it  is  not  proposed  that  they  should  be 
iu  any  way  amenable  to  their  constituents 
for  seven  or  nine  years.  These  have  been 
mentioned  as  probable  tenns  of  office  for 
the  senators  in  the  federal  parliament, 
and  if  we  have  men  elected  for  seven  or 
nine  years,  do  we  not  clearly  endow  a  body 
[Mr.  Deakin. 
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with  power  to  reject  legislation  of  which 
the  people  may  have  approved  since  the 
commencement  of  the  seven  or  nine  years? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Hear,  hear  1 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  The  lion,  member  ad¬ 
mits  that  this  might  be  the  case.  I  ask,  is 
that  the  most  reasonable  and  practical  way 
of  securing  the  limited  veto  wdiich  wo  de¬ 
sire  ?  An  hon.  member  tliinks  it  is.  I  beg 
to  differ  from  him.  I  think  that  w^e  might 
have  senates  based  on  the  principle  of  the 
British  Constitution,  which  could  offer  a 
more  reasonable  control  on  better  grounds, 
and  with  a  better  surety  for  believing  that 
their  members  had  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  That  is  why  I  fail  to  see  that 
the  hon.  member  has  established  his  argu¬ 
ment  ill  favour  of  endowing  this  senate, 
whose  method  of  election  w^e  do  not  yet 
understand,  wdbh  the  power  of  absolute 
veto.  Then,  one  more  condition.  I  do 
not  wish  to  argue,  or  to  be  understood  as 
arguing  in  the  interests  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  legislature.  I  have  spoken  repeat¬ 
edly  of  the  popular  house,  it  is  true  j  but  I 
look  beyond  it,  as  I  do  beyond  the  second 
chamber,  to  those  from  w^hom  their  joint 
authority  emanates.  I  am  willing  in  all 
cases  to  endow  the  second  chamber  with  the 
utmost  independence  as  regards  the  first. 
I  do  not  wish  to  see  the  second  chamber 
existing  at  the  pleasure  or  acting  under 
the  control  of  the  popular  chamber.  What 
I  wish  the  second  chamber  to  do  is  to  act 
under  the  control,  and  only  by  the  authority 
of  the  people — acting  under  the  direction 
of  thoelectorsof  the  country;  and  provided 
this  be  granted,  I  would  never  seek  to 
aggrandise  tlie  popular  chamber  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  upper  house,  any  moi’e  than  I 
would  revcr.se  the  process.  I  will  not  re¬ 
peat,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  the  clear  and 
convincing  argument  of  the  hon.  the  Pre¬ 
mier  of  South  Australia  w’ith  reference  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  member  to  allow  the  senate  to  discuss 
estimates  and  amend  money  bills  would  be 
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certain  to  promote  deadlocks ;  nor  will  I 
dwell  on  the  other  points  so  ably  urged  by 
the  hon.  member,  the  Premier  of  South 
Australia,  with  most  of  whose  statements  I 
personally  cordially  agree.  I  believe  that 
the  experience  of  hon.  members  in  this 
cliamber,  all  of  wdiom  I  think  have  been 
members  of  governments,  must  coincide 
with  that  of  the  hon.  gentleman ;  in  fact,  the 
hon.  the  Premier  of  Queen-sland  admitted 
as  much.  His  arguments  on  this  question 
are  all  for  exportation,  none  for  liome  con- 
.sumption.  As  regards  his  own  upper 
house,  he  is  just  as  clear  as  ever  that  they 
have  gone  far  beyond  their  rights.  It  has 
been  his  duty,  a.s  leader  of  the  popular 
chamber,  to  limit  and  confine  them,  and 
will  be  so  in  the  future. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  This  is  another 
senate  altogether  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  am  coming  to  that 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  The  hon.  member 
takes  the  two  things  to  be  synonymous? 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  The  strong  point  of  the 
hon.  gentleman — although  I  could  not  con¬ 
veniently  deal  with  it  earlier — is  that  he 
admits  this  difference  :  he  admits — and  he 
has  just  reiterated  his  statement — that  lie 
is  dealing  with  the  federal  senate  in  a 
manner  different  from  that  in  which  he 
would  deal  with  any  second  chamber  in 
the  colonies.  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith  re¬ 
peated  the  point  with  emphasis,  and  made 
it  plain  that  it  is  the  federal  character  of 
the  new  second  chamber  which  is  relied 
upon  absolutely  and  entirely  to  justify 
its  veto.  \Yere  we  endeavouring  to  estab¬ 
lish  any  absolute  unity  among  the  people 
of  Australia,  both  gentlemen  would  be 
found  arguing  on  the  same  side  as  I  now 
am. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  should,  cer¬ 
tainly  ! 

Mr.  'DEAKIN  :  And  I  believe  Sir 
Thomas  Mcllwraith  would  also.  If  we 
were  to  be  one  people,  and  to  forget  all 
local  divisions,  then  Sir  Samuel  Griffith 


and  Sir  Tliomas  Mcllwraith  would  be 
found  on  one  and  the  same  side.  There¬ 
fore,  the  whole  case  is  narrowed  down  to 
one  point — and  J[  hope  they  will  correct 
me  if  I  am  doing  them  an  injustice — 
they  contend  that  this  departure  is  jus¬ 
tified  ^because  the  several  states  are  to 
have  equal  representation  in  the  second 
chamber,  which  is  to  be  the  custodian 
of  state  rights.  The  second  chamber  is 
to  be  intrusted  with  a  power  of  absolute 
veto,  and  with  the  power  of  amending  all 
bills,  because  there  is  to  be  equal  repre¬ 
sentation  in  the  senate  from  each  colony, 
and  because  the  several  colonies  will  assist 
to  form  the  federal  government. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  And  because  of  the 
weaker  states,  of  which  this  will  be  the 
chief  protection  1 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  That,  I  think,  is  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  argument.  We  have  heard 
continually,  through  this  debate,  of  state 
rights  which  are  to  justify  this  supreme 
authority  on  the  part  of  the  second  cham¬ 
ber  ;  but  we  have  never  yet  had  the 
slightest  indication,  except  from  one  or 
two  illustrations  of  what  state  rights  mean 
— of  what  state  rights  are,  and  of  what 
peril  they  are  about  to  be  placed  in. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Something  must 
be  taken  for  gi'anted  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Yes;  but,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  much  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
argument.  We  are  entitled  to  ask  for 
some  specific  justification  for  this  great 
departure,  something  more  than  a  general 
statement  about  unknown  state  rights  be¬ 
ing  in  danger.  It  is  not  a  question  of  es¬ 
tablishing  a  federal  legislature,  wliich  is  to 
have  unlimited  authority.  The  federal 
government  is  to  have  a  strictly  limited 
power ;  it  is  not  to  range  at  will  over  the 
whole  field  of  legislation  ;  it  is  not  to  legis¬ 
late  for  all  conceivable  circumstances  of 
national  life.  On  the  contrary,  its  legisla¬ 
tion  is  to  be  strictly  limited  to  certain  de¬ 
finite  subjects.  The  states  are  to  retain 
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almost  all  their  present  powers,  and  should 
be  quite  able  to  protect  their  own  rights. 
Thus  we  get  rid  of  the  vague  fear  of  the 
infringement  of  state  rights,  and  we  are 
entitled  to  ask  those  who  use  this  term  to 
take  up  the  short  list  of  federal  powers 
which  it  is  proposed  to  intrust  to  the 
federal  government,  and  to  show  us  where 
state  rights  can  be  impaired  by  their  exer¬ 
cise.  I  put  aside  the  question  of  taxation 
for  a  moment,  and  in  fact  all  financial  ques¬ 
tions,  with  the  intention  of  dealing  with 
them  a  little  later.  I  am  extending  my 
remarks  more  than  I  had  intended  to  do ; 
but  the  interjections  with  wliich  I  have 
been  met — and  I  am  very  happy  to  answer 
them — are  partly  responsible  for  that 
The  list  of  authorities  conferred  upon  the 
national  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  Ameidca  is  a  short  one.  Putting  aside 
the  power  to  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excise,  and  the  power  to  borrow 
money,  the  main  powers  are  to  regulate 
commerce,  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of 
naturalisation,  to  coin  money,  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting,  to 
establish  post-offices,  to  grant  copyrights, 
to  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the 
supreme  court,  and  to  provide  for  defence. 
I  hope  that  in  thewarmth  of  my  advocacy, 
I  am  not  leading  members  to  misunder¬ 
stand  my  position.  I  am  arguing  for  the 
purpose  of  elucidation,  and  not  intending 
for  one  moment  to  imply  that  there  is 
nothing  to  be  said  in  reply.  Turning,  then, 
to  the  United  States,  we  find  the  powers  in- 
tinisted  to  the  central  government  limited, 
defined,  particularised.  If  we  take  the 
longer  list  of  powers — because  the  longer 
it  is  the  more  it  may  tell  against  my  argu¬ 
ment — of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  we  find 
a  number  of  subjects  in  which  it  must  be 
clear  to  lion,  members  no  question  of  state 
rights  can  be  conceivably  involved.  I  will 
briefly  read  them.  There  is  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  penitentiaries,  criminal  law,  mar¬ 
riage  and  divorce,  naturalisation,  copy- 
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rights,  patents,  bankruptcy,  legal  tender, 
interest,  bills  of  exchange,  weights  and 
measures,  savings’  banks,  banking,  cur¬ 
rency,  ferries,  fisheries,  quarantine,  navi¬ 
gation,  beacons,  salaries  of  officials,  inili- 
tary,  census,  postal  service,  borrowing  of 
money,  taxation,  trade,  and  debt. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Borrowing  of  money! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  In  the  case  of  all  but 
a  few  out  of  this  list  of  nearly  thirty 
topics,  it  is  almost  inconceivable  to  im¬ 
agine  a  case  in  wdiich  state  rights  will  be 
involved.  Putting  financial  questions  aside, 
the  question  of  state  rights  cannot  be  in¬ 
volved  in  about  twenty-seven  out  of  the 
thirty  subjects  in  the  list.  What  is  pro¬ 
posed  in  regard  to  our  new  senate  ]  Un¬ 
derstand  that  I  am  seeking  for  elucida¬ 
tion.  It  is  proposed  that  this  body  should 
have  an  absolute  veto  upon  all  subjects, 
whether  they  can  affect  state  rights  or  not. 
The  contention  of  those  who  support  the 
argument  is  by  implication  that  the  whole 
of  these  subjects,  if  legislated  upon,  mil 
involve  state  rights.  I  meet  the  argument 
at  once  with  a  direct  negativ'e,  by  challeng¬ 
ing  hon.  members  to  point  to  an  instance 
in  which  any  questions  such  as  those  to 
which  I  have  referred  can  be  legislated  upon 
in  such  a  way  as  to  affect  state  riglits.  Let 
us  now  take  the  chief  of  them,  that  which 
relates  to  finance.s,  and  connected  with 
w’hich  we  have  had  tlie  greatest  amount  of 
argument.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  usually 
admitted  that  it  is  essential  that  financial 
questions  should  be  settled  as  far  as  possible 
with  less  delay  than  pertains  to  other  legis¬ 
lation.  The  business  of  a  country  requires 
to  be  carried  on,  the  state’s  creditors  re¬ 
quire  to  he  paid,  public  works  have  to  1)6 
continued,  and  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
there  should  be  a  speedy  settlement  of  any 
financial  legislation.  When  ymu  give  the 
second  chamber  a  power  of  absolute  veto 
in  regard  to  these  matters  you  cannot  by 
any  possibility  obtain  such  a  speedy  settle¬ 
ment.  Again,  tlic  senate  is  a  body  w'hich 
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unless  it  he  elected  by  a  direct  vote  of  the 
people  andean  be  sent  at  an  emergency  to  its 
constituents,  will  not  have  a  direct  respon¬ 
sibility  to  those  people  whose  taxation  it 
is  about  to  govern,  and  whose  expenditure 
it  is  about  to  direct.  That  is  a  question 
that  requires  to  be  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion.  I  presume,  also,  that  it  will  be  a 
cardinal  principle  of  the  federal  constitu¬ 
tion  that  taxation  should  be  uniform. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Not  all  taxation  ! 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  When  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  says  “  uniform,”  does  he  mean  that 
the  same  taxation  will  be  in  operation  in 
all  the  colonies  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  What  I  mean  is  that 
all  federal  taxation  must  be  uniform. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  That  is  a  very  different 
thing  from  what  I  understood  the  hon, 
member  to  say  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  That  being  so,  1  may 
fairly  ask  future  speakers  to  point  out  in 
what  way  the  question  of  state  rights  can 
be  involved. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  The  expenditure  must 
be  just  to  the  several  colonies  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  have  not  yet  come  to 
the  question  of  expenditure.  The  hon. 
member  is  a  little  “  previous,”  as  the 
Americans  say.  I  was  talking  in  the  first 
instance  of  taxation,  and  asking,  taxation 
being  uniform  in  all  the  colonies,  what 
magic  you  find  in  the  artificial  boundaries 
drawn  between  one  part  of  Australia  and 
another  wdiich  justifies  you  in  considering 
that  the  question  of  state  rights  is  involved 
when  the  taxation  operates  uniformly  on 
both  sides  of  the  borders  1 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Take  the  case  of 
income-tax  I 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  It  w  ill  be  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  me  wdien  we  get  into  Com¬ 
mittee  to  meet  interjections  point  by  point; 
but  having  regard  to  the  time  wdiich  I 
must  occupy,  I  could  not  do  so  without 
neglecting  other  portions  of  my  argument. 
But  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  ques- 
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tion  of  income-tax.  My  mind  is  open  on 
the  subject ;  but  I  cannot  see  how  an  in¬ 
come-tax  can  in  any  sense  affect  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  state  rights.  The  taxation  falls 
upon  men  in  proportion  to  their  income 
whether  they  be  on  this  side  of  the  !^Iur- 
ray  or  on  the  other  side,  whether  they  be 
on  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  imaginary 
boundary  which  separates  South  Australia 
from  Queensland,  or  whether  they  are  in 
Tasmania,  or  elsewhere.  What  I  want 
to  know  is  how  any  province,  how  any 
colony,  can  consider  that  its  rights  are 
impaired  w^hen  it  is  proposed  to  deal  with 
its  residents  in  exactly  the  same  w^ay  as 
the  citizens  of  Australia  in  every  other 
colony  of  the  group  are  dealt  wdtli  ?  How 
is  it  conceivable  that  any  distinction  can 
be  made  1  How  can  we  suddenly  make  an 
artificial  boundary  a  real  boundary  ? 

Mr.  Moore  :  What  about  the  expendi¬ 
ture  1 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  As  to  the  question  of 
expenditure,  I  gather  from  the  “  nods  and 
becks  and  wreathed  smiles  ”  with  wdiich 
supporters  of  the  proj^osal  liave  favoured 
me,  that  expenditure  is  considered  to  be 
their  strong  point — that  expenditure  may 
in  some  w^ay  or  other  impair  a  state  right. 
Wljat  does  this  mean  ?  There  is  some- 
tliing  in  the  apprehension,  though  it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  states  as  such  or  their 
rights.  It  means  what  we  liave  all  to 
face  in  our  several  colonies — the  constant 
cry  of  the  country  districts  that  towns  in 
which  the  population  is  concentrated  re¬ 
ceive  an  undue  proportion  of  the  public 
expenditure,  that  they  are  unduly  favourad 
in  comparison  with  distant  localities,  that 
more  money  is  spent  among  them  than 
would  be  spent  in  a  perfectly  equitably 
distribution.  The  same  principle  would 
apply — and  I  do  not  attempt  to  disguise 
or  conceal  any  argument  that  tells  against 
my  case — under  the  federal  government. 
The  more  populous  towns  or  districts 
might  argue  that  as  they  paid  most,  they 
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ought  to  receive  a  greater  benefit  than 
others  ;  but  the  probability  is  that  on  the 
whole  they  would  receive  a  little  more 
than  their  due. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Precisely  the  same  argu¬ 
ment  would  apply  in  every  municipality  in 
the  colony  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIX  :  Exactly ;  there  is  no 
local  body  in  these  colonies  in  connection 
with  the  expenditure  of  which  the  same 
argument  might  not  be  used.  It  is  per¬ 
fectly  true  that  individual  localities  are  in¬ 
terested  in  expenditure.  But  this  suggestion 
is  made,  not  in  the  interests  of  the  state, 
but  of  the  most  petty  localism  that  can  be 
imagined — in  the  vain  and  futile  endea¬ 
vour,  as  it  always  was  and  will  be,  to  mete 
out  to  each  little  borough  the  same  amount 
of  expenditure  as  to  every  other  borough. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  1 

Mr.  DEAKTN  :  It  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  several  states  as  states.  It  is  con¬ 
ceivable  that  one  part  of  a  colony  may  be 
greatly  benefited  by  federal  expenditure 
and  another  not;  but  there  is  no  state 
right  involved.  Some  portions  of  some 
colonies  may  be  more  and  others  less  for¬ 
tunate.  But  I  have  yet  to  learn  how  that 
is  to  be  prevented.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith 
pointed  to  the  expenditure  upon  forts  and 
arsenals.  He  pointed  out  that  a  great 
deal  of  money  might  be  expended  upon  a 
fort  at  one  ^lace,  and  none  in  another. 
Does  the  hon.  gentleman  imagine  that  it 
will  be  possible,  if  we  are  to  have  national 
defences,  to  consider  whether  a  particular 
locality  would  not  like  to  have  a  fort  be¬ 
cause  one  is  required  in  the  public  interest 
to  be  erected  at  another  place  ?  Are  the 
central  government  to  say  that  no  fort  can 
be  erected  here  because  a  fort  has  not 
been  erected  there  'I 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  ;  No  I 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  If  the  hon.  gentleman’s 
argument  does  not  mean  that,  what  does 
it  mean  ? 
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Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  That  the  ex¬ 
penditure  must  be  just  to  the  several 
colonies ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  1  am  in  accord  with 
the  lion,  gentleman  if  he  can  lay  down  any 
principle  by  which  the  expenditure  can  be 
made  just  to  the  several  colonies.  That 
reminds  me  of  a  point  I  was  nearly  pass¬ 
ing.  I  may  be  pardoned  for  leaving  this 
part  of  my  argument  in  a  confessedly  im¬ 
perfect  state  ;  because,  to  ansiver  all  inter¬ 
jections  w’ould  take  too  long.  I  shall  be 
delighted  to  resume  the  argument  in  Com¬ 
mittee,  to  obtain  more  knowledge,  and  to 
challenge  the  advocates  of  the  policy  to 
show  that  any  expenditure  can  conflict 
wdth  state  rights  properly  so-called.  Let 
them  in  the  first  instance  define  state 
rights,  and  then  let  us  see  liow  they  will 
be  impaired.  I  wdll  be  second  to  no 
delegate  in  my  anxiety  to  preserve  what  I 
understand  to  be  state  rights.  So  anxious 
am  I  to  preserve  them,  that  I  would 
never  dream  of  intrusting  them  to  a  senate. 
Let  us  know  wdiat  state  rights  are,  and 
let  us  be  careful  to  secure  them  under  oiir 
constitution,  so  that  they  may  never  be 
liable  to  be  swept  away.  We  should  fail 
in  our  duty  if  we  did  not  embody  in  our 
draft  such  a  distinct  limitation  of  federal 
power  as  would  put  the  preservation  of 
state  rights  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt 
If  state  rights  are  involved  in  the  question 
of  taxation  and  expenditure  of  the  fede¬ 
ral  body  in  any  way,  let  us  impose  some 
special  conditions  to  meet  the  case.  These 
should  receive  the  highest  sanction,  that 
of  the  constitution,  and  not  be  left  to  the 
care  of  any  second  chamber,  which  might 
fail  in  the  hour  of  need.  I  Avould  support 
any  proposal  in  this  direction  as  cordially 
as  w’ould  any  delegate  in  the  Convention. 
We  have  yet  to  see  the  senate  which  would 
long  resist  a  hou.se  of  representatives  and  a 
powerful  executive  backed  up  by  the  popu¬ 
lar  w’ill.  In  the  course  of  your  resolutions, 
sir,  yon  distinctly  set  out  the  principles  of 
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the  Britisli  Constitution  as  to  finance,  and 
I  find  that  one  of  the  resolutions  carried  by 
tlie  Cannadian  Convention  expressly  indi¬ 
cated  its  adherence  to  a  principle  wliich, 
so  far  as  my  poor  judgment  goes,  this 
Convention  will  do  well  to  adopt.  The 
,3rd  re.solution  of  the  Canadian  Conven¬ 
tion  was  as  follows  : — 

III  framing  a  constitution  for  the  general  go¬ 
vernment,  the  conference,  with  a  view  to  the 
perpetuation  of  our  connection  with  the  mother 
country,  and  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests 
of  the  people  of  these  provinces,  desire  to  follow 
the  model  of  the  British  Constitution,  so  far  as 
our  circumstances  permit. 

For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  see  how’  it  per¬ 
petuates  the  connection  with  the  mother 
country.  That  would  be  perpetuated 
under  one  form  as  well  as  under  another. 
But  I  do  believe  we  should  be  promoting 
the  best  interests  of  the  people  of  this 
great  country  if  we  too  were  to  follow 
this  safe  and  splendid  model.  With 
reference  to  an  Australian  court  of  appeal 
it  appears  that  questions  of  imperial 
interest  must  necessarily  he  reserved 
for  the  Privy  Council.  It  may  yet 
be  a  subject  for  argument,  to  which  I 
shall  bring  an  open  mind,  whether  issues 
involving  important  principles  of  common 
law  ought  not  also  to  go  to  tlie  Privy 
Council,  in  order  to  preserve  uniformity 
of  interpretation  throughout  the  empire. 
I  cordially  agree  with  the  resolution,  how¬ 
ever,  and  believe  that  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  appeals  which  at  present  go 
to  the  Privy  Council  might  be  better 
settled  here  by  a  federal  court  of  appeal. 
Not  only  that,  but  I  should  be  glad  to 
see  the  federal  government  take  under  its 
control  some  of  the  superior  and  crimi¬ 
nal  court  business  at  present  transacted 
by  the  several  colonies  ;  but  that  is  a 
question  distinctly  for  Committee.  Then 
we  conic  to  the  last  clause  in  the  reso¬ 
lution,  which  deals  with  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  executive  and  the  governor- 
general,  the  advisers  of  the  governor- 


general  to  be  members  of  parliament,  and 
their  term  of  office  to  depend  upon  their 
having  the  confidence  of  the  popular  house. 
If  my  opinion  were  asked  in  conversation  or 
in  a  debating  society  as  to  wliether  respon¬ 
sible  government  had  any  defects!  should 
be  prepared  to  admit  that  it  had;  if  asked 
whetlier  the  United  States  Constitution, 
which  is  so  widely  revered,  and  obtains  so 
much  admiration,  does  not  in  some  respects 
possess  advantages  which  even  the  British 
Constitution  does  not  possess,  I  should 
admit  that  also.  If  asked  whether  the 
Swiss  .s}’’stem  of  electing  ministers  from  the 
House  did  not  also  possess  advantages  I 
should  say,  ‘‘Yes.’’  Consequently,  so  far 
as  theoretical  argument  goes,  I  am  in 
agreement  on  those  points  with  the  hon. 
delegate,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith ;  but  when  he 
suggests  that  because  "we  personally  ap¬ 
prove  of  certain  portions  of  foreign  con¬ 
stitutions  that  we  should  at  once  adopt 
these  innovations  upon  our  traditions  and 
be  prepared  to  embody  them  in  a  scheme 
for  a  federal  constitution  I  come  to  a  pause. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  made  no  such 
suggestion,  nor  anything  like  it.  I  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  future  should  be  allowed 
to  work  out  its  own  destiny  ! 

Mr.  DE AKIN  :  I  take  it  that  the  future 
will  be  allowed  to  do  that  whether  the  hon. 
gentleman  suggests  it  or  not. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  puts  an  erroneous  construction  on 
what  I  said  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  I  will  say  that  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith  did  not  say  it.  Wliat  he 
said  led  me  to  infer  that  he  doubted  the 
wisdom  of  continuing  the  system  of  re¬ 
sponsible  government  in  its  present  form. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Of  insisting  on 
its  continuance  I 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  He  doubted  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  insisting  upon  its  continuance  in  its 
present  form.  In  this  I  cordially  agree 
with  him.  But  the  hon.  gentleman  made 
no  specific  proposal.  I  regret  that  I  have 
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done  him  a  moinentary  injustice  j  but  it 
was  only  a  momentary  injustice,  I  under¬ 
stood  him  to  cast  grave  doubts  on  our  con¬ 
stitutions  as  they  exist,  and  to  imply  that 
it  would  be  a  great  improvement — that  it 
might  be  preferable — to  adopt  some  parts 
of  the  American,  and  even  some  parts  of 
the  Swiss,  Constitution. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  am  totally 
misundei*stood  by  the  hon.  member  I 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Then  I  withdraw  the 
statement.  If  the  hon.  gentleman  had  said 
so,  I  should  be  prepared  theoretically  to 
agree  with  him  ;  but  not  on  that  account 
to  support  their  immediate  introduction 
into  the  federal  constitution.  The  lion, 
delegate  from  New  Zealand — Captain 
Hussell — indicated  that  some  of  these  ideas 
had  been  passing  through  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  -New  Zealand.  Surely  we  shall 
be  far  safer  in  adhering  as  much  as  possible 
to  the  Constitution  with  wdiich  we  are  all 
familiar,  and  grafting  upon  it  as  little  as 
jiossible  that  is  new.  I  do  not  say  for  a 
moment  that  the  premiers  of  Queensland 
and  New  Zealand  have  not  made  out  a  case 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Convention 
with  regard  to  the  upper  house. 

An  Hox.  Member  :  There  is  no  upper 
house.  The  federal  senate  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  use  the  names  in¬ 
differently.  I  do  not  know  which  it  will 
assume. 

An  Hox.  ^IMember  :  They  mean  two 
different  things  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  have  been  trying  to 
argue - 

An  Hox.  Member  :  The  name  was 

WTong  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  I  should  be  sony  to 
base  an  argument  upon  a  name ;  yet  for 
all  that  there  is  something  in  a  name. 
We  require  to  recollect  what  upper  houses 
have  been,  and  wdiat  they  may  be  wdien 
re-born  wdth  a  new  name. 

!Mr.  Barton:  I  suppose  the  hon.  member 
bases  his  argument  upon  an  upper  house  ? 
[d/r.  DeaTiin 
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yir.  DEAKIN  :  I  should  be  sorry  to 
think  that  it  ever  rested  upon  such  a 
perilous  foundation.  It  is  not  a  little 
tiling  to  create  a  new  Upper  House  on  a 
new  pattern  as  is  proposed.  The  Consti¬ 
tution  which  we  now'  enjoy,  it  appears,  is 
to  be  set  aside  with  less  ceremony  than 
one  w'ould  have  expected  from  gentlemen 
who  have  lived  under  it,  and  have  exercised 
its  highest  powers  for  many  years.  We 
seem  to  be  ready  to  depart  from  institu¬ 
tions  wdiich  have  the  sanction  of  long  ex¬ 
perience,  almost  entirely  on  theoretical 
grounds.  It  is  true  that  hon.  members 
have  looked  to  the  experience  of  other 
countries  ;  but  in  doing  this  they  have 
ignored  some  of  the  most  pertinent  lessons 
of  our  own,  which  is  that  if  w'e  establish 
two  chambers  of  equal  authority,  w'e  pre¬ 
pare  the  way  for  dissension,  and  encourage 
deadlocks.  The  constitutional  history  of 
Victoria  gives  ample  evidence  of  this. 
What  we  have  been  so  long  striving  for, 
and  what  w'e  are  still  striving  for  in  that 
colony,  is  some  means  of  arbitrament  for 
the  settlement  of  disputes  between  the 
two  chambers. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  Simply  mechanicall 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  care  not  whether  it 
is  mechanical  or  not,  as  long  as  it  is  there, 
and  as  long  as  it  proves  effective.  If  ^ve 
allow  the  present  state  of  things  to  exist, 
it  must  lead  to  dispute  and  contention. 
The  final  point  to  which  I  think  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  most  seriously,  in  order  that  in  draw¬ 
ing  tlie  constitution  proposed  to  be  adopted 
by  federated  Australasia  we  may  not  shape 
it  without  regard  to  recent  interpretations 
of  colonial  constitutional  rights,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  judgment  in  the  case  of  Ah 
Toy  versus  Musgrove,  delivered  by  tlie 
Supreme  Court  of  Victoria.  In  that 
case  the  powers  of  the  Executive  and 
those  conferred  upon  the  colony  under 
the  Constitution  were  challenged  in  the 
courts  and  before  the  Privy  Council.  The 
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finding  is  one  that  will  demand  the  most 
careful  consideration  when  the  federal 
constitution  is  being  framed,  because  it 
has  been  the  common  belief  in  Victoria 
that  we  had  all  the  powers  and  privileges 
attaching  to  responsible  government, 
cieiit  to  enable  us  to  perform  all  the  duties 
and  to  exercise  all  tlie  rights  devolving 
upon  us  as  a  people.  The  gravest  doubt 
is  now  thrown  upon  this  belief.  The 
people  of  Victoria  are  under  many  obliga¬ 
tions  to  their  distinguished  Chief  J ustice — 
and  especially  for  his  judgment  in  this  suit, 
in  which  he  has  displayed  the  acumen  of 
the  lawyer,  the  eloquence  of  the  orator, 
and  the  grasp  of  the  statesman.  Chief 
Justice  Higinbotham  said  : 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  Legislative  Council 
to  provide  a  complete  system  of  responsible 
government  in  and  for  Victoria,  and  that  in¬ 
tention  W’as  carried  into  full  legislative  effect 
wdth  the  know’ledge  and  approval  and  at  the  in¬ 
stance  of  the  Imperial  Government  by  the  “  Con¬ 
stitution  Statute,”  passed  by  the  Imperial  Par¬ 
liament. 

He  was  supported  in  his  opinion  by  Mr. 
Justice  Kerferd,  who  for  some  time  was 
Attorney-General  of  Victoria.  Mr.  Jus¬ 
tice  Kerferd  said  : 

All  the  prerogatives  necessary  for  the  safety 
and  protection  of  the  people,  the  administration 
of  the  law,  and  the  conduct  of  public  affairs  in 
and  for  Victoria,  under  our  system  of  responsible 
government,  have  passed  as  an  incident  to  the 
grant  of  self-government  (without  which  the 
grant  itself  would  be  of  no  effect)  and  may  be 
exercised  by  the  representative  of  tlie  Crown  in 
the  advice  of  responsible  ministers. 

These  two  quotations  embody  the  belief 
which  was  held  until  lately  in  Victoria; 
the  majority  of  our  owm  Supreme  Court 
overruled  this  reading.  Mr.  Justice 
Williams  said  : 

I  have  been  for  years  in  common  with,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  very  many  others,  under  the  delusion  (as 
I  must  term  it)  that  we  enjoyed  in  this  colony 
responsible  government  in  the  proper  sense  of 
the  term.  I  aw'nke  to  find,  as  far  as  my  opinion 
goes,  that  w'e  have  merely  an  instalment  of  re¬ 
sponsible  government. 


Mr.  Ju.stice  Holroyd  considers  that  w'e 
have  only  a  measure  of  self-government, 
and  two  other  judges  concur.  My  col¬ 
league,  Mr.  Wiixon,  who  argued  the  case 
with  great  force  and  ability  before  the 
Privy  Council,  says : 

If  the  reading  put  by  the  Supreme  Court  in 
Victoria  upon  our  Constitiitiou  Act  be  correct, 
then  not  only  in  tlie  colony  of  Victoria,  but  in 
all  the  groups  of  Australasian  colonics,  the 
governments  w’hich  we  now'  enjoy  are  with¬ 
out  warrant  of  law. 

That  is  a  strong  statement,  and  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  majority  of  our  Supreme 
Court  justifies  me  in  asserting  that  this 
Convention  cannot  too  soon  face  the  issue 
involved  in  it.  I  take  it  that  the  people  of 
Australasia  will  not  be  satisfied  w  itli  any 
“instalment”  or  any  “  measure”  of  re.spon- 
sible  government,  or  any  limitations, 
except  such  as  are  necessary  to  the  unity 
of  the  empire.  We  claim,  without  shadow 
of  doubt  or  vestige  of  qualification,  all  the 
powers  and  privileges  posses.sed  by  English¬ 
men.  The  governor-general,  as  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Queen  in  these  federated  colo¬ 
nies,  should  be  clothed  by  statute  wdth  all 
the  pew-el's wdiicli  should  belongto  the  repre- 
sentjitiveof  her  Majesty ;  he  should  be  above 
all  risk  of  attack,  because  he  should  act  only 
on  the  advice  of  re.sponsible  ministers,  who 
should  be  prepared  eitlier  to  obtain  the 
sanction  of  Parliament  for  their  acts  or 
vacate  office.  Parliament,  in  its  turn,  should 
1)6  brought  into  intimate  illation  w’ith  the 
electorates.  This  is  true,  popular  govern¬ 
ment.  This  will  satisfy  the  people  of 
Australia.  Nothing  less  will  satisfy  them. 
And  wliy  should  w'e  distrust  them,  or  ques¬ 
tion  their  capacity,  or  seek  to  impose  ,the 
bonds  of  an  absolute  veto  upon  themi 
The  people  of  this  continent  were  not 
landed  upon  its  shore  to-day  ignorant  of 
the  responsibilities  of  self-government. 
They  have  amply  proved  in  the  past  that 
tliey  are  entitled  to  be  trusted  wdth  all  the 
pow'ers  appertaining  to  a  free  people.  They 
have  believed  that  they  enjoyed  freedom 
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under  tbeir  present  constitution  second 
to  none  in  the  world.  When  the  question 
of  a  second  chamber  comes  to  he  consi- 
dei'ed,  they  will  assuredly  not  he  satisfied 
to  possess  less  freedom.  More  than  this. 
In  framing  a  federal  constitution,  we 
should  set  out  with  the  explicit  claim  to 
possess  and  exercise  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  citizens  of  the  British  empire 
to  the  same  extent  that  they  are  possessed 
and  exercLsed  hy  our  fellow-countrymen 
in  Great  Britain  itself.  Australia  is  en¬ 
titled  to  absolute  enfi'anchisement.  In 
our  union  we  attain  political  manhood  and 
the  stature  of  a  full-grown  democracy. 
We  can  wear  no  constitutional  garb  capable 
of  cramping  a  muscle  or  confining  an  artery 
of  national  life.  We  claim  the  fullest 
means  of  developing  all  its  energies  and 
all  its  aspirations,  and  of  encountering  all 
that  can  oppose  them.  Why  place  wisps 
of  straw  upon  the  arms  of  the  young  giant, 
only  to  become  a  cause  of  complaint  and 
to  be  burst  the  first  time  his  strength  is 
put  forth  ?  Establishing  a  constitution 
“  broad  based  upon  the  people's  will,”  we 
shall  be  securing  the  safety  and  security 
of  the  state  which  we  propose  to  raise. 
But  to  do  anything  short  of  this  would 
be  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  and  disunion. 
We  are  dealing  with  a  constitution  which 
has  not  yet  reached  the  full  period  of 
its  groAvth,  which  always  has  been  and 
always  will  be  steadily  progressive,  expan¬ 
sive,  and  adaptable  to  national  growth. 
There  are  many  things  in  the  suggestions 
made  by  the  lion,  members  from  Queens¬ 
land  and  oilier  delegates,  which  are  worthy 
of  the  fullest  consideration.  These  can  be 
adopted  as  soon  as  they  commend  them¬ 
selves  to  the  federal  jiarliament.  Under 
this  system  of  government  all  things  are 
possible.  I  have  addressed  myself  to  the 
subject  hurriedly  ;  but  I  trust  I  have  not 
been  misunderstood.  I  am  prepared  to  re¬ 
consider  and  review  the  wdiole  question 
with  the  aid  of  those  older  and  abler  than 
[J/r.  Dealdn, 
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myself,  in  the  sincere  desire  to  arrive  at  a 
sound  conclusion.  But  I  do  trust  that  we 
shall  not  throw  aside  the  constitution  under 
which  w^e  have  had  experience,  we  shall 
not  forget  its  triumphs  and  successes,  ita 
proud  history,  and  iU  splendid  promise  ;  we 
shall  determine  not  to  hastily  interfere  with 
its  liarmony,or  destroy  the  symmetry  of  its 
proportions.  What  we  should  aspire  to  see 
is  a  strong  government  upon  the  broadest 
popular  basis,  and  with  the  amplest  national 
power.  We  should  seek  to  erect  a  constitu¬ 
tional  edifice,  which  shall  be  a  guarantee  of 
liberty  and  union,  for  all  time  to  come,  to 
the  whole  people  of  this  continent  and  the 
adjacent  islands,  to  which  they  shall  learn 
to  look  up  with  reverence  and  regard,  which 
shall  stand  strong  as  a  fortress  and  be  held 
sacred  as  a  shrine. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Barton)  proposed  : 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Question  put  and  division  called  for. 

The  President  :  I  propose,  if  there  is  a 
division,  instead  of  appointing  tellers,  as 
we  should  do  in  a  house  of  Parliament, 
to  call  upon  the  officers  of  the  House  to 
take  the  division. 

The  request  for  a  division  was  not 
pressed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  wish  to  say 
one  word  with  reference  to  the  division 
that  did  not  take  place  on  the  motion  of 
adjournment.  I  was  aware  that  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Convention  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  speak  this  afternoon  and  I  under¬ 
stand  tliat  others  were  prepared  to  speak. 
But  I  wish  to  say  that  I  took  my  seat  on 
your  left,  sir,  just  now  for  the  purpose  of 
emphasising  by  doing  so  the  fact  that  the 
members  who  come  from  distant  parts  of 
Australia,  cannot  afTord  to  adjourn  at 
4  o'clock  every  afternoon  ;  and  I  sincerely 
trust  that  members  whose  homes  are 
nearer  Sydney  than  those  of  many  of  us 
will  bear  tliat  in  mind  and  give  considei’- 
ation  to  distant  members. 
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Mr.  Playford  :  I  only  wisli  to  say  tliat 
if  AV0  cannot  go  on  more  expeditiou.sly 
than  we  Iiave  to-day — tliat  is,  stopping 
the  debate  soon  after  4  oV-lock — we  sliall 
not  be  able  to  aflbrd  the  time  that  will  be 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  complete  our 
w’ork.  It  will  be  simply  out  of  the  question 
unless  members  are  prepared  to  go  on  with 
the  work.  Those  wlio  represent  distant 
colonies  cannot  aftbrd  to  give  more  than 
six  weeks  at  tlie  outside  to  the  work  ;  but 
according  to  the  jn-ogress  we  are  now 
making,  the  time  occupied  will  be  more 
like  three  months. 

Mr.  Abbott  :  I  would  like  to  point  out 
that  those  who  are  complaining  are  hon. 
members  who  have  themselves  spoken  and 
taken  up  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time. 
It  is  all  very  well  for  those  gentlemen  to 
complain  of  waste  of  time;  but  they  are 
certainly  under  some  obligation  to  those  of 
us  who  have  patiently  listened  to  them. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  as  one  of  the 
members  resident  in  New  South  Wales,  I 
am  prepared  to  sit  here  day  and  night. 
It  is  quite  as  inconvenient  for  us, 'who  have 
our  business  to  attend  to,  to  be  here  as  it 
is  for  those  who  come  from  the  other  colo¬ 
nies.  The  New  South  Wales  members  are 
prepared  to  give  every  consideration  to 
those  who  represent  the  other  colonies, 
but  it  is  not  fair  to  say  we  are  wasting 
time.  What  about  those  gentlemen  who 
have  made  long  speeches  1  I  do  not  charge 
them  with  wasting  time,  but  would  only 
obser/e  that  it  is  a  strange  thing  that 
those  who  complain  of  an  early  adjourn¬ 
ment  have  already  made  their  speeches. 

Mr.  Barton  :  I  feel  that  I  owe  the 
Gonveiition  a  word  of  explanation.  I 
was  quite  unaware  that  there  was  a  disin¬ 
clination  to  adjourn  at  4  o’clock,  or  that 
the  question  of  an  early  adjournment 
would  have  borne  itself  so  strongly  on 
the  mind  and  heart  of  the  Convention,  as 
it  appears  to  have  done  all  of  a  sudden. 
It  was  proposed  this  morning  that  wo 


should  adjourn  at  half-past  12  o’clock 
until  half-pa.st  2  o’clock  because  somebody 
was  not  ready ;  but  Captain  Russell,  with 
that  gallantly  which  we  might  expect 
from  the  hon.  member,  filled  the  breach, 
and  took  us  on  to  a  quarter  to  1  o’clock. 
It  might  have  been  supposed  that  tho.se 
who  were  so  anxious  that  the  sittings  of 
the  Convention  should  terminate  in  a  more 
reasonable  time  would  have  suggested  then 
tliat  the  adjournment  should  take  place 
until  2  o’clock.  Instead  of  that,  when 
you,  sir,  propo.sed  that  w^e  should  meet  at 
half-past  2  o’clock,  everybody  was  ready. 
Yesterday  we  adjourned  at  4  o’clock;  pre¬ 
viously  we  adjourned  at  4  o’clock.  Was 

1  wrong  in  assuming  that  the  sense  of  the 
Convention  would  be  in  favour  of  adjourn¬ 
ing  at  tlie  instance  of  the  gentleman  who 
desired  to  .speak  ?  I  must  confess  it  leather 
surprised  me  to  find  that,  as  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Abbott,  has  put  it,  at  the 
instance  of  certain  gentlemen  wdio  had 
already  spoken,  there  w'as  a  sudden  de¬ 
sire  that,  they  having  spoken — of  course 
not  for  that  reason — the  debate  upon  these 
resolutions  should  be  conducted  with  the 
utmost  celerity.  I  w^ould  join  with  these 
gentlemen  in  this  way — if  they  will 
suggest  that  the  remaining  sittings  of  the 
Convention  last  from  half-past  10  o’clock 
until  1  o’clock  morning  sittings,  and  from 

2  o’clock  until  half-past  4  o’clock  afternoon 
sittings,  and  that  we  should  sit  twice  a 
week  in  the  evenings,  I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  other  delegates,  who  have  not 
come  from  a  distance,  and  who  have  not 
such  large  interests  awaiting  them  in  their 
colonies,  will  only  be  too  glad  to  consult 
their  conv'enience  and  adopt  any  proposal 
of  that  kind  which  they  may  bring  before 
the  Convention.  But  to  save  myself  from 
misappreliension  I  must  say  that  when  I 
moved  the  adjournment  to-day  I  thought 
it  was  in  pursuance  of  a  general  desire  to 
adjourn  at  4  o’clock  as  indicated  by  tlie 
wdiole  of  our  antecedent  proceedings. 
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Colonel  Smith  :  I  quite  agree  with  what 
has  fallen  from  the  hon.  member,  INIr. 
Barton,  and,  personally,  I  am  prepared  to 
sit  here  all  day,  if  necessary,  and  a  reason¬ 
able  part  of  the  night  in  order  to  get 
through  the  business.  Of  course,  short 
sittings  are  less  inconvenient  to  the  New 
South  Wales  delegates,  l)ecanse  they  are 
able  to  attend  to  their  private  business, 
wliile  we  are  not,  and  on  that  ground  we 
are  entitled  to  some  consideration.  But 
what  I  wish  to  say  is  this  :  that  I  think  we 
might  sit  occasionally — and  I  am  glad  the 
suggestion  came  from  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Barton — in  the  evening.  We  might 
sit  three  nights  a  week,  on  alternate  even¬ 
ings,  for  a  reasonable  time,  and  it  would 
enable  us  to  get  through  our  business  much 
quicker.  The  debate  now  going  on  is,  of 
course,  a  most  important  one  j  but  1  was 
in  hopes  that  a  good  deal  of  the  business  of 
the  Convention  would  be  referred  to  two 
or  three  committees,  which  would  save  an 
enormous  amount  of  labour  to  the  general 
body  of  the  Convention.  If  we  appointed 
committees,  which  should  take  certain  sub¬ 
jects  into  consideration  and  report  to  the 
Convention,  we  should  save  an  immense 
amount  of  time  and  trouble,  and  perhaps 
annoyance.  I  shall  suggest  this  course 
later  on. 

Sir  J OHN  Bray  :  I  was  one  of  those 
who  favoured  the  adjournment.  It  seemed 
to  be  the  impression  on  the  part  of  some 
of  the  delegates  that  only  those  wdio  had 
made  long  speeches  favoured  the  adjourn¬ 
ment.  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of 
making  a  long  speech,  but  still  I  am 
anxious  to  go  on  with  the  business.  I 
feel  that  in  this,  as  in  other  things,  \ve 
must  be  bound  by  the  wish  of  the  majority, 
and  it  was  clearly  the  wish  of  tlie  majority 
to  have  an  adjournment  until  to-morrow. 
As  one  of  those  coming  from  a  distant 
colony,  I  Iiope  the  delegates  will  agree  to 
expedite  business  as  much  as  possible. 
Whether  we  shall  sit  late  in  the  evenin" 
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or  not  must  depend  on  the  will  of  the 
majority  of  members,  and  if  it  is  under¬ 
stood  that  all  those  who  are  prepared  to 
speak  will  have  an  opportunity  of  doing 
so,  and  that  the  business  will  not  be  con¬ 
cluded  until  they  have  had  that  oppor¬ 
tunity,  none  of  us  can  grumble  ;  but  I 
trust  that  adjournments  will  not  be  too 
frequent,  and  that  we  shall  do  all  we 
can  to  expedite  the  business. 

Convention  adjourned  at  4*22  p.m. 


FJRIDAY,  6  MARCH,  1801. 


Federal  Constitution  (third  day’s  debate) —Addresses— 
Federal  Constitution  (third  da3  ’s  debate  resumed). 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m. 

FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION. 

THIRD  day’s  debate. 

Debate  resumed  on  resolutions  proposed 
by  Sir  Henry  Parkes  {vide  page  23). 

Mr.  BARTON :  I  am  fain  to  say  that 
the  kind  cheer  just  accorded  to  me  gives 
me  more  trepidation  than  encouragement, 
because  since  I  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  yesterday  upon  the  momentous 
questions  that  are  now  before  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  I  have  been  \vondering  at  my  own 
audacity.  Nevertheless,  I  trust  not  to  be 
too  long  in  addressing  this  Convention, 
and  I  trust  at  any  rate  that  I  shall  not 
wander  away  from  my  subject  until  I  shall 
have  found  it  necessary  to  close  my  re¬ 
marks.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  you,  sir, 
deserve  the  commendation  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion  for  having  introduced  these  resolutions 
in  the  form  which  they  take.  It  would  not 
have  been,  at  this  stage  of  our  proceedings, 
a  wise  thing  to  endeavour,  for  instance,  to 
enumerate  completely  the  powers  which 
should  be  given  to  the  general  government 
and  to  the  provinces  respectively.  Nor 
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would  it  have  been  wise  to  enter  into  de¬ 
tails  of  any  kind,  because  there  are  certain 
matters  which  precede  detail,  and  which 
must  be  dealt  witli  by  us  before  we  can  even 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  be  within 
our  power  to  draft  or  bring  up  the  scheme 
of  a  constitution  which  will  be  acceptable 
to  the  several  provinces.  But  the  form  in 
which  you  have  brought  forward  these  reso¬ 
lutions  rests  so  much  upon  principle  and  so 
little  upon  detail  that  they  are  eminently 
calculated  to  secure  that  general  accept¬ 
ance  which  will  be  the  basis  of  our  future 
labours,  and  which  will  enable  us  to  attain 
the  end  for  which  we  are  working.  I  con¬ 
cur  strongly  with  the  lion,  member,  Mr. 
Deakin,  in  thinking  that  the  form  in 
which  the  first  batch  of  resolutions  is 
introduced  is  also  one  that  should  com¬ 
mend  itself  to  us — that  is  to  say,  what  is 
endeavoured  to  be  affirmed  by  these  reso¬ 
lutions  is  that  certain  great  principles 
sliould  be  agreed  to  rather  than  that 
there  should  be  anything  like  a  hard  and 
fast  delimitation  of  any  lines.  The  first 
of  the  resolutions  I  shall  deal  with 
in  a  minute  or  two  in  connection  wdth 
the  question  of  the  parliament  ;  but 
dealing  now  with  Nos.  2  and  3,  I  do  not 
find  it  at  this  stage  necessary  to  debate 
them  at  any  length.  I  cannot  fail  to  agree 
both  with  the  2nd  and  3rd  resolutions, 
of  course  presupposing  that  the  power  and 
authority  to  impose  customs  duties,  given 
by  the  3rd  resolution,  also  conveys  the 
power  to  impose  duties  of  excise  corre¬ 
sponding.  But  it  is  suggested  that,  be¬ 
fore  these  resolutions  can  be  implanted  in 
any  constitution,  they  should  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  certain  guarantees.  That  raises 
a  difficult  question,  and  I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  upon  that  point  also  I  am  not 
in  some  agreement  with  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Deakin.  No  doubt  there  are  some 
of  the  states  which  have  given  almost  cer- 
ti\in  guarantees  to  their  citizens  of  the 
continuance  of  certain  forms  of  taxation 


under  which  vested  interests  have  arisen  ; 
and,  no  doubt  also,  that  is  an  argument 
which  will  prevail — and  it  has  prev^ailed 
even  with  free-traders,  much  more,  there¬ 
fore,  with  myself,  as  a  protectionist — 
that  such  vested  interests,  wlien  they  have 
sprung  up,  are  not  to  be  lightly  dealt  with, 
and  that  the  security  which  they  have  en¬ 
joyed,  and  under  which  they  have  been 
raised,  shall  not  be  lightly  removed.  Al¬ 
though  I  cannot  say  that  I  agree  with  the 
method  proposed  by  my  hon.  friend — at 
any  rate,  until  I  hear  further  argument 
about  it — that  it  should  be  for  the  federal 
government  to  impose  a  gradual  reduction 
of  the  higher  tariffs  until  some  point  is 
reached  at  wliich  it  can  be  said  that  the  in¬ 
terests  which  have  sprung  up  are  let  down 
lightly  ;  still,  I  think  means  may  be  pro¬ 
vided  under  which  all  he  asks  for  may  be 
secured,  and  at  a  price  which,  at  any  rate, 
it  is  worth  while  for  these  colonies  to  give 
for  their  federation.  If,  for  instance — 
and  I  only  mention  it  as  an  instance — the 
provision  were,  and  it  were  also  implanted 
in  the  constitution,  that  the  individual 
states  should  maintain  for  themselves  their 
rights  as  to  the  imposition  of  customs  and 
excise — their  tarifts — until  a  cei'tain  speci¬ 
fied  period  after  the  proclamation  of  the 
constitution,  it  seems  to  me  that  that 
would  be  a  more  eftective,  and  more  sim¬ 
ple  method  of  doing  that  which  the  hon. 
member  requires.  Speaking  humbly  for 
myself,  I  cannot  see  that,  looking  to 
the  spirit  of  compromise  with  wdiich  we 
enter  into  this  Convention,  the  colonies 
generally — those  ones,  or  that  one  which 
is  not  attached  to  protection — will  be  pay¬ 
ing  any  unreasonable  price  for  the  benefits 
of  federation.  I  take  it  as  a  matter  of 
course  that  at  some  period,  and  at  an 
early  period,  after  the  federation  of  the 
colonies,  the  trade  and  intercourse,  whether 
by  way  of  land  carriage  or  coastal  navi¬ 
gation,  shall  be  absolutely  free.  It  is 
impossible  to  suppose  a  perfect  union, 
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except  under  such  a  condition.  But  while 
that  is  laid  down,  it  is  equally  open  to  \is 
to  say  that  for  a  certain  time  we  may  be 
able,  and  must  be  able,  to  put  up  with  a 
union  somewhat  imperfect.  I  must  say 
that  it  does  appear  to  me,  when  one  en¬ 
deavours  to  look  at  the  matter  from  the 
point  of  view  of  others  as  well  as  from  one’s 
own  point  of  view^,  that  some  compromise 
of  this  kind  is  one  to  which  probably  this 
Convention  will  be  impelled  if  anything 
secure  by  way  of  a  constitution  is  to  arise, 
and  come  from  its  laboui*s.  Passing  away 
from  that  question,  which,  of  course,  will 
be  vastly  more  fully  debated  in  Committee, 
I  wish  to  deal  with  resolution  No.  1  : 

That  tlie  powers  and  privileges  and  territorial 
rights  of  the  several  existing  colonies  shall  re¬ 
main  intact,  except  in  respect  to  such  suri'enders 
as  may  be  agreed  upon  as  necessary  and  in¬ 
cidental  to  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
national  federal  government, 

I  should  have  liked  to  see  added  to  this, 
unless  indeed  it  is  intended  to  be  in¬ 
cluded,  something  which  will  specify  that 
the  actual  territory  of  any  existing  pro¬ 
vince  shall  not  be  subject  to  any  kind  of 
diminution  or  absorption  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  constituting  new  provinces,  ex¬ 
cept  with  the  consent  of  the  legislature 
of  the  province  affected.  That,  sir,  you 
may  have  intended  in  this  resolution.  If 
that  is  stated  to  he  so,  I  am  perfectly  satis¬ 
fied  ;  but  I  am  also  equally  satisfied  that 
we  are  not  likely  to  base  federation  on 
the  good-will  and  union  of  the  colonies  un¬ 
less  a  guarantee  of  that  kind  be  provided. 
With  respect  to  the  question  of  the  powers, 
privileges,  and  territorial  rights  of  the  ex¬ 
isting  colonies,  I  said  that  I  would  endea¬ 
vour  to  consider  it  in  connection  with  the 
question  of  the  parliament  alluded  to  in 
the  first  resolution  under  the  second  head¬ 
ing.  I  take  it  that  this  first  resolution 
must  be  an  essential  of  any  just  union  of 
the  colonies.  Unless,  indeed,  these  terri- 
tonal  rights  and  privileges  are  conserved, 
federation  would  appear  to  be  well  nigh 
[J/r.  Bartoii, 
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impossible ;  and  I  think  I  may  be  par¬ 
doned  for  saying  that  it  seems  an  obvious 
construction  that  the  powers  and  privi¬ 
leges  and  territorial  rights  mentioned  hero 
are  all  those  state  rights  as  to  which  the 
lion,  member,  -Mr.  Deakin,  yesterday  asked 
the  question,  “What  are  the  state  rights'?^ 
The  state  rights,  it  seems  to  me,  are  claimed 
by  rather  a  narrow  term.  It  is  state  inter¬ 
ests  we  have  to  deal  with,  and  unless  the 
state  interests  are  effectually  preserved  in 
a  federal  scheme,  that  scheme  wiU  be 
worth  nothing,  because  it  can  be  worth 
only  so  much  as  consists  of  the  goodwill  , 
of  the  parties  to  it.  If  that  is  so,  all  those 
state  rights  which  are  not  to  be  specially 
assigned  to  the  general  authority  must  be 
religiously  preserved  to  the  various  states, 
and  it  will,  therefore,  be  essential  that 
the  constitution  provide — and  I  take  it 
as  a  necessary  consequence  that  the  consti¬ 
tution  shall  provide — for  a  legislative  body 
which,  in  addition  to  the  functions  of  a 
house  of  representatives,  and  in  addition 
to  the  functions  of  a  second  chamber,  will 
also  be  the  guardian  of  those  individuali¬ 
ties,  those  state  rights  or  interests.  If 
those  state  riglits  or  interests  are  threatened 
in  any  legislative  proposal,  whether  or  not 
it  is  contained  in  a  money  bill,  they  will 
be  under  the  especial  care  of  the  federal 
senate  ;  and  if  state  rights  are  threatened^ 
whether  in  a  money  bill  or  not,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  not  good  argument  to  fall 
back  upon  the  representative  principle  to 
the  extent  of  saying  that  there  is  only  one 
representative  legislature,  and,  therefore, 
only  one  which  can  deal  freely  with  ques¬ 
tions  of  money  and  taxation  if  the  very 
spirit  upon  which  the  federation  rests  is 
threatened  by  any  scheme  in  a  money  or 
taxation  bill. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  If  ! 

Mr.  BAIiTON  :  The  “  if  ”  is  not  a  long 
way  off. 

Sir  Thomas  McIlwiiaith  :  There  are 
precedents ! 
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Mr.  BARTON:  When  I  heard  thehon. 
member,  Mr.  Beakin,  in  his  very  brilliant 
speech,  talking  so  positively  about  the  re¬ 
presentative  principle  as  being  the  only 
safeguard  of  the  federation,  it  struck  me 
that  he  to  some  extent  ignored  the  fact 
that  it  was  possible  for  the  representative 
principle  to  be  preserved  and  instituted 
from  its  very  foundation  in  two  chambei*s 
just  as  well  as  in  one.  It  is  not  because 
the  representative  principle  has  not  been 
preserved,  or  not  well  preserved,  in  most 
of  these  second  chambers,  commonly  called 
upper  houses,  that  we  are  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  representation  of  the 
people  from  the  very  foundation  of  re- 
pre.sentation  is  not  to  be  found  in  a 
second  chamber ;  and  I  take  it  that  a  sen¬ 
ate  founded  upon  some  such  basis  as  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  not  only 
really  conserves  the  representation  of  the 
people,  but  is  part  of  the  organ  by  which 
the  will  of  the  people  is  expressed.  The 
organ  by  which  the  will  of  the  people  is 
expressed  is  not  necessarily  the  house  of 
representatives  alone.  Because  one  cham¬ 
ber  is  called  par  excellence  the  house  of 
representatives,  because  one  house  rests  on 
local  representation,  it  does  not  follow 
that  we  cannot  make  another  house  of  re- 
pre.sentatives,  wdiich  will  represent  not 
only  the  states  themselves,  but  also,  as  Mr. 
Beakin  put  it,  cannot  represent  those 
states  without  representing  their  people. 
If  that  is  so,  and  if  the  representative  prin¬ 
ciple  is  as  mucli  implanted  in  one  of  those 
chambers  as  in  the  other,  upon  what  princi¬ 
ple  can  it  rest  that  the  senate  should  not 
deal  with  the  question  of  money  or  taxation, 
but  may  with  any  other  question  in  wdiicli 
any  state  interests  are  likely  to  be  threat¬ 
ened  1  What  is  the  object  ?  Is  it  because 
we  are  simply  accustomed  to  have  the  re¬ 
presentative  power  placed  in  one  body  that 
w^e  cannot  conceive  the  idea  of  there  bein" 
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a  form  of  federation,  or  a  union  of  states, 
in  which  there  cannot  be  any  thorough 


representation  unless  w’e  have  two  sucli 
bodies  ?  It  seems  almost  an  obvious  pro¬ 
position  that  where  you  have  not  what 
may  be  called — I  do  not  speak  from  a  re¬ 
ligious  point  of  view — a  Unitarian  consti¬ 
tution,  but  a  legislative  union  such  as  we 
propose  in  this  case,  unless  you  are  going 
to  maintain  the  principle  of  representation 
— you  may  call  it  the  representation  of 
state  individuality  if  you  like — in  the 
second  chamber,  you  are  not  forming  a 
federal  constitution  at  all.  If  you  are  form¬ 
ing  a  federal  constitution,  and  upon  federal 
principles,  you  cannot  kick  the  principle 
of  representation  out  of  the  dooi*s  of  the 
second  chamber.  If  I  am  right  in  that 
contention — and  I  believ^'e  that,  at  any 
rate,  it  ia  a  contention  founded  upon  a 
correct  sequence — it  will  be  obviously  as 
unwise  as  impossible  at  the  same  time  to 
maintain  a  constitution  resting  upon  good¬ 
will,  and  during  that  time  to  deprive 
the  second  chamber  of  a  veto,  even  in  de¬ 
tail,  upon  propositions  which  may  affect 
the  rights,  and  possibly  the  existence,  of 
the  states.  It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine 
an  illustration.  An  illustration  comes  to 
us  in  the  most  familiar  form.  I  am  not 
going  to  enter  too  mucli  now  upon  ground 
that  may  be  debatable ;  but  if  we  are  to 
have  the  primary  chamber — the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  resting,  as  I  hope  it  will  rest, 
upon  universal  suffi*age  and  local  represen¬ 
tation — there  is  no  doubt  that,  being  based 
upon  population,  it  will  give  a  very  large 
preponderance  of  power  in  that  chamber  to 
the  most  populous  stiites.  All  of  us  are 
accustomed  to  legislative  propositions  in 
which  questions  of  policy,  questions  affect¬ 
ing  local  or  state  interests,  are  so  inex¬ 
tricably  interwoven  with  questions  of 
money,  that  to  deny  the  power  of  veto  in 
detail  upon  these  is  to  prohibit  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  state  right  at  all.  I  venture  to  say, 
therefore,  that  if  you  once  admit  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  custody  of  state  interests  in  a 
representative  chamber,  resting  not  upon 

Third  day. 


92 


Federal  Constitution  : 


Resolutions, 


[6  Marcit,  1891.] 


mere  locality,  but  upon  the  individualism 
of  the  states — representing  througli  the 
states  their  people  just  as  the  other  house 
represents  the  people  through  a  locally 
elected  assembly — you  can  no  moi'e  deny 
the  right  of  veto  in  detail  on  questions  of 
money  and  taxation  than  you  can  deny 
it  in  respect  of  anything  else.  It  is 
clearly  upon  reasons  of  that  kind  that  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  saw  they  must  give  the  power  of 
amendment  to  the  senate.  I  am  not  here, 
as  has  been  suggested  to-day  somewhere 
else,  to  make  a  speech  in  favour  of  upper 
houses.  My  views  in  that  respect  have 
undergone  some  change,  and  lam,  probably, 
no  fonder  than  the  hon.  member,  INIr. 
Deakin,  is  of  the  nominee  principle  in 
legislation,  or,  as  I  think  Goldwin  Smith 
has  called  it,  “  the  barefaced  proposal”  to 
permit  the  leader  of  a  dominant  faction 
to  secure  the  interests  of  his  faction  by 
appointments  which  are  not  under  tlie 
will  of  the  people.  But  there  is  one  re¬ 
sult  of  the  argument  which  I  now  put  for¬ 
ward,  if  it  is  correct,  which  I  will  ask  hon. 
members  to  bear  in  mind.  If  you  resolve 
to  accept  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  Senate  for  our  federal  constitution 
you  will  find  it  to  be  an  almost  absolute 
necessity  of  the  case  that  all  your  second 
chambers  in  your  individual  states  shall 
be  electiv’e.  If  that  has  the  approval  of 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  as  I  am  sure 
it  has,  he  will  see  that  one  good  result  will 
flow  from  the  custody  of  state  rights  being 
as  much  without  limit  as  it  is  safe  to  make 
it.  I  said  an  illustration  in  this  matter  is 
to  be  found  in  the  case  of  the  capital,  and 
I  wish  to  handle  this  subject  as  delicately 
as  one  may,  looking  at  the  various  opinions 
which  of  course  exist  all  round  as  to  the 
place  which  should  be  the  capital.  If  we 
consider  the  very  large  preponderance  of 
voting  power  gained  by  the  principle  of 
representation  according  to  population  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  as  I  suppose 
[3/r.  Bartoji, 


it  is  to  be  called,  we  can  conceive  this 
state  of  things  :  the  introduction  of  a  bill 
fixing  some  place  or  city — either  an  exist¬ 
ing  city  or  some  arbitrarily  defined  area — 
as  the  capital  of  the  federal  dominion. 
We  can  conceive  that  bill  beingsurrounded 
with  all  the  necessary  provisions  to  bring 
into  effect  the  desire  to  constitute  this 
capital,  and  then  we  shall  see  that  it  is 
impossible  that  a  bill  of  that  kind  can  be 
anything  but  a  money  bill — a  bill  of  ex¬ 
penditure.  If  the  principle  of  vetoing  in 
detail  is  to  be  withheld  from  the  federal 
senate,  wdiat  is  to  be  done  with  that  bill  ? 
Are  all  the  senate,  except  the  one  state 
which  shall  find  the  capital  wnthin  it,  to 
combine  in  rejecting  the  bill,  and  ensuring 
its  rejection  time  after  time  until  each 
state  finds  something  to  its  liking?  Is 
that  the  w^ay  in  w’hich  the  thing  is  to  be 
done,  or  is  it  to  be  subject  to  proper  re¬ 
strictions — subject  to  some  other  method 
of  settling  what  may  be  a  cause  of  friction 
and  deadlock  ?  Is  it  not  better  that  such 
a  matter  should  be  dealt  with  separately 
from  the  money  provisions?  If  it  is  not — 
and  w’e  can  quite  conceive  tho.se  who  are  in 
a  large  majority  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives — a  government  with  a  large  majority 
— taking  this  means  of  enforcing  their  will 
— and  it  cannot  be  called  tacking  in  any 
sense — it  is  impossible  to  foresee  an  end 
to  the  trouble  and  friction  that  will  ensue. 
That  is  one  instance  of  the  harm  that 
will  result  if  the  federal  senate  is  not  in¬ 
trusted  with  some  power  of  veto  as  to 
details,  because  the  result  will  probably 
be  that  bill  after  bill  for  this  purpose 
would  be  brought  in,  and  be  rejected  one 
after  another.  Is  it  not  more  desirable 
for  the  prevention  of  friction — is  it  not 
more  desirable  in  order  that  there  may 
not  be  deadlocks,  w’hich  my  hon.  friend 
seems  so  to  anticipate — that  the  second 
chamber  should  not  be  confined  to  the 
veto,  as  I  may  say,  in  gloho — the  veto  of  a 
measure  altogether?  What  is  likely,  for 
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instance,  to  be  the  result  of  such  a  proceed¬ 
ing  1  Do  we  not  know  what  it  has  been 

O 

in  other  places  ?  I  am  not  going  to  enter 
into  any  discussion  of  the  justice  of  the 
position  many  times  taken  up  by  second 
chambers — upper  houses,  as  they  may, 
perhaps,  be  more  technically  called  —  in 
dealing  witli  proposals  coming  from  the 
representative  chamber.  But  when  we 
examine  the  course  of  these  things  we 
find  that  where  the  right  of  amendment, 
or  the  right  of  veto  in  detail  has  not 
been  secured,  the  greatest  friction  has 
occurred.  I  do  not  say  that  has  not  been 
necessary ;  I  do  not  say  that  it  may  not 
have  been  wise — for  that  is  a  matter 
which  we  need  not  carry  into  this  debate 
— to  limit  the  powers  of  second  houses, 
many  of  which  are  nominee;  but  what  I 
do  mean  to  convey  is  this  :  that  we  have 
seen  in  our  own  experience  that  in  cases 
where  a  right  of  amendment  has  been 
exercised,  or  a  right,  at  any  rate,  of  veto 
in  detail,  it  has  been  possible  to  excise 
an  obnoxious  provision,  and  pass  the 
rest  of  a  measure,  and  that  that  has  fre¬ 
quently  been  accepted  subject  to  future 
action.  On  the  other  hand,  especially 
when  you  find  that  the  whole  custody  of 
state  rights  as  respects  national  measures 
is  in  the  federal  senate  as  the  last  resort, 
how  great  a  temptation  the  restriction  of 
the  veto  to  an  entire  rejection  will  be  to  them 
to  do  one  of  two  things,  either  to  get  rid  of 
a  whole  measure  of  public  policy  because 
it  in  part  interferes  with  state  interests,  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  surrender  their  func¬ 
tion  of  safeguarding  those  interests  in 
order  that  a  measure  of  public  policy  may 
not  be  lost.  Is  either  of  these  things 
good,  and  is  not  either  of  them  likely 
to  be  avoided  by  granting  a  veto  in  detail  ? 
So,  therefore,  I  do  not  share  the  very 
powerfully  stated  objection  of  my  lion, 
friend,  Mr.  Deakin,  to  the  proposition 
raised  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith.  I  think 
that  when  we  come  to  examine  this  ques¬ 


tion  a  little  more  fully  we  shall  find  that 
we  can  get  rid  of  any  confusion  arising 
from  previous  experience  of  bodies  which  do 
not  embody  the  federal  principle.  We  shall 
be  inclined  on  the  very  ground  of  the 
theory  of  representation  to  concede  this 
veto  in  detail  to  a  body  which  does  em¬ 
body  the  federal  principle.  And  I  take 
pleasure  in  stating  that  this  argument  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  be  correct,  because. I  find 
that  there  is  an  insinuation,  out  of  doors 
at  any  rate,  that  the  settlement  of  the 
principles  of  a  federal  constitution  is  likely 
to  result  in  some  sort  of  conflict  between 
those  who  represent  the  large  and  populous 
states  and  those  wdio  represent  the  weaker 
ones.  I  trust  that  there  will  be  no  con¬ 
flict  of  that  kind,  and  speaking  for  myself 
— and  I  think  I  can  speak  for  the  whole  of 
my  brother  delegates,  though  as  to  whether 
they  are  at  one  with  me  in  this  argument  I 
know  not — but  speaking  as  to  their  wishes 
and  desires,  I  am  quite  sure  that  tliey 
will  not,  at  any  rate,  and  that  they  feel 
that  nobody  else  will  be,  parties  to  any 
attempt  to  take  away  anything  which 
ought  of  right  to  belong  to  less  populous 
and  less  wealthy  communities,  simply  by 
the  exertion — as  they  may  exert  them  un¬ 
der  the  federal  constitution,  if  it  is  not 
righteously  guarded — of  powers  which 
would  collocate  too  much  in  the  hands  of  the 
union,  if  it  were  under  the  Unitarian  system 
of  government,  in  oblivion  of  the  very 
fact  that  those  rights  rest  on  the  fede¬ 
ral  principle.  I  think,  then,  that  the 
course  of  veto  in  detail  tends  rather  to 
lessen  than  to  increase  friction,  because 
the  danger  of  friction  does  not  rest 
in  legislatures  alone — the  friction  that 
will  be  dangerous  will  be  the  irrita¬ 
tion  of  individual  states  in  their  political 
capacities.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
there  is  to  be  a  double  citizenship  con¬ 
ferred  by  this  constitution  upon  every 
citizen  of  these  states  and  of  the  great 
nation  which  we  hope  to  found.  If  there 
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is  that  douhle  citizenship  and  there  is  not 
in  all  essentials  a  due  repre^ent.ation  of  it 
even  in  questions  of  money,  then  the  fric¬ 
tion.  of  which  niy  lion,  and  learned  friend 
sees  so  much  danger  in  the  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  senate  and  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  on  occasions  in  other  places, 
say  in  America,  would  be  merely  a 
surface  indication  of  deep-seated  irrita¬ 
tion,  which  any  negation  of  proper  riglits 
will  evoke  within  the  states  which  are 
parties  to  the  compact.  It  is  upon  the 
■question  whether  you  secure  their  good¬ 
will  or  provoke  their  irritation  that  the 
dangers  exist,  and  it  depends  upon  our 
care  in  that  respect  whether  these  dangers 
will  grow  to  a  head  or  wither  away.  Mere 
specifications  or  schedules  in  acts  of  parlia¬ 
ment  are  not  the  only  things  to  look  to — 
mere  delimitation  of  rights  and  powers 
— ^because  it  is  in  what  we  may  call  the 
overlap  that  the  danger  arises.  However 
religiously  you  may  separate  and  guard  the 
functions  which  you  give  to  the  one  great 
legislature  and  to  the  subsidiary  legisla¬ 
tures,  there  are  points  on  which  it  has  been 
always  found  that  they  sometimes  will 
overlap ;  and  following  out  the  principle  of 
the  1st  resolution  here,  especially  con¬ 
sidering  the  vast  growth  to  'which  they 
had  attained  before  this  movement  was 
taken  in  hand,  unless  we  conserve  to  the 
states  not  a  mockery  of  their  riglits,  but 
an  effective  assertion  of  them  in  case  of 
such  overlap,  wc  shall  soon  find  many  who 
will  regret  their  compact,  and  if  it  is  a 
compact  that  they  find  indissoluble,  then 
so  much  the  worse  for  the  union.  So  I 
take  it  that  if  you  wi.sh  to  preserve  the 
goodwill  of  the  states,  and  their  adherence 
to  the  general  constitution,  not  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  compulsion,  but  as  a  matter  of  loyal 
good  faith,  you  will  do  all  that  you  can  to 
secure,  and  not  to  reduce,  the  power  to 
provide  against  any  encroachment.  And 
to  reduce  a  great  representative  body, 
founded  upon  the  very  recognition  of  state 
[ilfr.  Barton, 


individuality,  if  I  may  use  the  term,  and 
highly  repi’esentative  of  the  component 
communities — to  reduce  that  body  because 
of  some  experience  which  we  have  under 
a  wholly  different  system  to  the  level  of  a 
mere  revising  nominee  chamber,  would 
not  be  good  work.  It  would  be  dangerous 
work  ;  it  would  be  work  which  'would  re¬ 
sult,  if  it  resulted  in  any  union  at  all,  in 
one  which  would  be  the  subject  of  friction 
and  regret  from  day  to  day,  and  from 
year  to  year.  Let  us  not  run  into  tliis 
danger.  It  is  incumbent  upon  those  who 
represent  the  large  states,  while  taking 
care  that  neither  they  nor  anybody 
else  shall  make  too  large  a  surrender, 
to  see  that  no  form  of  government  is 
established  which  may  place  states  weaker 
in  population  at  the  mercy  of  others.  And 
let  us  all  recollect  that  these  are  chancre- 
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ful  communities ;  that  they  are  in  various 
stages  of  development;  that  that  which 
is  to-day  the  least  populous  may  in  fifty 
years  be  the  most  populous  ;  that  we  are 
not  legislating  for  ourselves  alone.  Let 
those  who  are  anxious — of  course,  as  I 
know  well,  without  any  desire  to  be  ag¬ 
gressors — for  a  form  of  constitution  which 
may  result  in  an  encroachment  upon  those 
rights  recollect  that  any  of  the  states  may 
one  day  be  the  victim  of  that  veiy  en¬ 
croachment  ;  and  therefore  legislating  for 
the  future,  as  we  hope  the  parliaments 
'vvdll  legislate  upon  our  initiative,  and  not 
legislating  for  to-day,  let  us  take  the 
utmost  care  to  introduce  those  protective 
provisions  which  after  all  will  be  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  ourselves — the  protection  of 
ourselves  as  citizens  of  a  federated  state 
in  all  our  relations  as  such  citizens,  and 
our  protection  for  the  future  in  respect  of 
our  state  individuality.  The  best  way  to 
do  this  is,  I  think,  to  recognise  the  fact 
that  while  the  ordinary  will  and  impulse 
of  the  people  is  conserved,  and  its  opera¬ 
tion  is  conserved  in  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  still  the  senate  will  be  a 
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part,  and  a  necessary  j^art,  of  the  expres¬ 
sion  of  tlie  people’s  will,  because  if  it  be 
not,  we  shall  forgot  that  each  citizen  has 
a  double  citizenship  to  perform.  Kow, 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  is,  I  have 
said,  elected  on  some  such  system  as, 
subject  to  further  arguments,  I  hope  to 
see  existing  in  this  federation,  and  we 
know  what  the  result  of  that  system  is. 
Tlie  election  is  based  on  universal  suffrage 
— because  the  senators  are  elected  by  the 
legislatures  of  the  individual  states  who  are 
elected  by  universal  suffrage — and  the  re¬ 
sult  is  a  legislative  body  the  judgment 
and  capacity  of  which  comes  quite  up  to 
the  ideal  or  the  standard  outlined  by  the 
President  in  his  opening  speech.  It  is 
worth  while  considering  on  this  point 
whether  there  is  not  a  sacrifice  of  the 
intellect  and  power  of  a  state  when  you  take 
ineans  to  secure  the  representation  which  in 
the  United  States  has  been  proved  to  have 
commanded  the  respect  of  all  citizens,  if  you 
at  the  same  time  withhold  from  those  whom 
you  deem  so  capable  the  power  of  benefi¬ 
cently  guarding  the  interests  of  the  states, 
and  without  which  the  states  themselves 
might  at  any  time,  if  they  did  not  become 
rebellious,  become  at  any  rate  wholly  dis¬ 
satisfied.  It  is  not,  we  hope,  all  of  us,  to 
be  the  result  of  our  labours  that  a  consti¬ 
tution  will  be  framed  the  possible  result  of 
which  may,  even  in  the  far  future,  be  a  re¬ 
sort  to  violence.  It  is  upon  harmony  and 
"ood-will  that  this  constitution  must  be 
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based,  and  the  only  way  to  base  it  so  is  to 
protect  individual  state  rights  in  such  a 
manner  that  there  will  be  no  suspicion,  no 
distrust,  at  any  time  harboured  in  the 
general  w'ork  of  legislation  by  those  who 
represent,  in  one  body  or  tlie  other,  the 
states  which  arc  not  the  most  numerous, 
and  not  yet  the  most  advanced.  Especially 
is  it  necessary  in  the  condition  at  wliich 
\ve  have  arrived.  When  we  consider 
that  this  is  a  state  wliich  is  as  large,  or 
almost  as  large  in  itself  as  the  thirteen 


states  which  formed  the  original  American 
United  States  ;  and  w'hen  we  consider  the 
hugenes.s  of  the  individual  state  interests 
with  which  we  have  to  deal,  caution  in  this 
re.spect  is  more  incumbent  upon  us  than  it 
ever  was  upon  any  body  of  legislatoi*s  ad¬ 
dressing  themselves  to  a  similar  task.  Now 
liaving,  I  trust,  made  myself  plain  upon 
that,  and  having,  I  hope,  shown  that  unless 
there  is  .something  more  than  a  mere  power  of 
rejection  of  money  measures  in  the  federal 
senate  there  is  at  any  time  a  possibility  of 
a  gormandi.sing  process  being  indulged  in 
hy  the  representatives  of  states  in  the 
greatest  numerical  superiority,  I  should 
like  simply  to  pass  on  to  express,  as  we 
must  all  express,  approval  of  the  remainder 
of  the  first  sub-section,  that  is  to  say,  the 
formation  of  the  house  of  representatives 
to  be  elected  by  districts  formed  on  a 
population  basis,  with  the  sole  exception 
that,  instead  of  possessing  the  sole  power 
of  originating  or  amending  all  bills  for 
raising  revenue  or  imposing  taxation, 
they,  in  the  exercise  of  their  power,  or 
any  serious  portion  of  the  exercise  of 
it,  should  have  the  assistance  of  the 
federal  senate  in  the  liighest  form,  at 
any  rate,  in  a  higher  form  than  my  lion, 
friend,  Mr.  Deakin,  seems  ready  to  give  it. 
Now,  with  regard  to  tlie  judiciary — and 
I  hope  that  now  I  have  come  near  to 
the  close  of  my  remarks.  It  is  no  use,  1 
take  it,  our  establishing  a  federal  supreme 
court,  if  it  is  to  have  merely  the  academical 
functions  of  a  court  of  appeal,  if  the  term  is 
admissible.  A  federal  supreme  court  must 
have  power  to  enforce  its  deci*ees  in  every 
way.  Its  process  must  run  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  federal 
states,  and  it  must  have  power  to  enforce 
its  decrees  against  any  individuals,  just  in 
the  same  way  as  the  supreme  court  of  any 
of  the  existing  states  has  power  to  enforce 
its  decrees  against  any  citizen  therein, 
otherwise  federal  laws  will  lose  their  sanc¬ 
tion;  because  the  executive,  legislature, 
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and  judiciary,  constituting  the  three  great 
arms  of  state,  if  eveiy  one  of  them  does 
not  rest  upon  and  reach  the  indivi¬ 
duality  of  eacli  citizen,  then  as  far  as 
one  of  them  falls  short,  the  constitution 
will  be  imperfect  on  one  side.  Therefore, 
the  power  of  reaching,  and  reaching  in  the 
strongest  form  and  way,  the  individual 
components  of  the  states  of  the  federation 
must  be  as  strongly  reposed  in  the  federal 
judiciary  as  in  either  the  executive  or  the 
legislature  ;  and  the  wider  the  jurisdiction 
for  necessary  purposes  that  is  given  to  them 
the  safer  the  federation  will  be,  because  you 
are  more  likely  to  preserve  that  harmonious 
working  of  the  constitution  by  intrusting 
the  interpretation  of  it  to  a  tribunal  which 
will  deal  with  the  citizen  in  his  individual 
relations  than  you  are  to  preserve  it  by 
leaving  the  interpretation  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  may  act  as  between  state  and 
state,  and  who  may  provoke  the  very  kind 
of  friction  between  community  and  com¬ 
munity  which  it  is  our  object  to  avoid. 
To  make  the  thing  plainer — where  it  be¬ 
comes  necessary  to  construe  the  validity 
of  a  statute,  either  the  statute  of  one  of 
the  provinces,  or  where  the  statute  of  the 
federal  parliament  may  seem  to  impinge 
upon  the  state  statute  itself — in  either  of 
those  cases  the  safest  course  is  to  trust  to 
the  interpretation  of  the  federal  court,  be¬ 
cause  by  that  means  the  interpretation  by 
individual  cases  is  likely  to  meet  with  a  more 
harmonious  acceptance  than  would  be  the 
result  if  jealousy  were  provoked  by  endea¬ 
vouring  to  settle  it  as  between  state  and 
state.  Quoting  from  Munro’sbook  on  the 
“  Constitution  of  Canada,”  at  page  218,  I 
find  that  there  is  cited  a  piece  of  legisla¬ 
tion,  which,  instead  of  taking  the  form,  as 
it  does  of  a  separate  act  in  Canada,  might 
almost  well  be  incorporated  into  our  con¬ 
stitution  as  a  provision  binding  on  all. 
Munro  says  : 

In  the  case  of  those  provinces  that  passed  a 
law  to  such  effect,  provision  was  made  for  con- 
f erring  a  special  jurisdiction  on  the  supreme  and 
[Mr.  Barton. 


exchequer  courts  in  controversies  between  the 
dominion  and  a  province,  or  l)etween  provinces, 
or  relating  to  the  validity  of  provincial  laws. 

When  the  legislature  of  any  province  forming 
part  of  Canada  shall  have  passed  an  act  agreed 
and  providing  that  the  supreme  court  and  ex¬ 
chequer  court  or  the  sui^remo  court  alone  shall 
have  jurisdiction  in  anj’^of  the  follovung  cases  : — 
(1.)  Controversies  between  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  and  such  province. 

(2.)  Controversies  between  such  province  and 
any  other  province  or  provinces  which  may 
have  passed  a  like  act. 

The  two  following  are  the  provisions  to 
which  I  more  immediately  refer: — 

(3.)  Suits,  actions,  or  proceedings  in  which  the 
parties  thereto  by  their  pleadings  shall  have 
raised  the  question  of  the  validity  of  an  act 
of  the  Parliament  of  Canada  when  in  the 
opinion  of  the  judge  of  tliecourt  in  which  the 
same  are  pending,  such  question  is  material. 
(4.)  Suits,  actions,  or  proceedings  in  which  the 
parties  thereto  by  their  pleadings  shall  have 
raised  the  question  of  the  validity  of  an  act 
of  the  legislature  of  such  province  wlienin  the 
opinion  of  the  judge  of  tlie  court  in  which 
the  same  are  pending,  such  question  is 
material,  then  this  section  of  the  act  is  to 
be  in  force  in  the  class  of  cases  in  respect  of 
which  such  act  may  have  been  passed. 

In  (1)  and  (2)  the  proceedings  are  to  be  in  the 
court  of  exchequer,  with  an  appeal  to  tlie 
supreme  court.  In  (3)  and  (4)  the  judge  who 
decides  that  the  question  is  material  is  to  order 
the  case  to  be  removed  into  the  supreme  court 
for  the  decision  of  such  question. 

And  the  decision  of  questions,  I  take  it, 
by  a  high  tribunal  possessing  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  all  the  citizens  of  tlie  federation 
will  be  much  more  likely  to  lead  to  peace 
and  goodwill  among  them  than  nny  deci¬ 
sion  outside  of  it,  imposed  as  an  over-burden 
upon  the  legislative  or  executive  arms  of 
the  state.  I  see  that  it  is  proposed  that 
this  supreme  court,  this  federal  judiciary, 
is  to  constitute  a  high  court  of  appeal 
for  Australia,  under  the  direct  authority 
of  tlie  Sovereign,  whose  decisions  shall  I30 
final.  It  was  well  pointed  out  by  the 
mover  of  the  resolutions  that  the  endeavour 
to  get  rid  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Privy 
Council  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada  was 
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a  fruitless  one,  because  the  Imperial  Go¬ 
vernment  refused  to  assent  to  such  a 
transfer  of  power.  Wiietlier  they  would 
assent  to  such  a  transfer  of  power  now 
seems  very  doubtful.  By  precedent  they 
’would  not ;  but  I  do  hope  that  the  mere 
fact  that  tho  action  of  the  Imperial  Go¬ 
vernment  has  in  a  previous  case  been 
against  the  granting  bf  any  such  power 
will  not  deter  the  framers  of  this  constitu¬ 
tion  from  inserting  provisions  which  will 
claim  tho  power.  It  may  bo  refused, 
and,  if  it  is  refused,  the  refusi\l  may  be 
j)rovocative  of  more  or  less  di.ssatisfaction  ; 
but  that  it  is  a  power  to  ask  for,  and  a 
power  wliich  will  be  beneticial  when 
gained,  I  have  not  the  remotest  doubt.  Of 
course  there  may  be  exceptions,  as  tlie 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  has  so  well 
jiointed  out,  in  cases  wliere  imperial  in¬ 
terests  are  concerned,  or  in  cases — but  I 
am  more  doubtful  as  regards  following 
his  argument  in  this  part  of  it — in  cases 
where  the  stability  and  uniformity  of  inter¬ 
pretation  in  matters  of  common  law  may 
be  endangered  by  not  resorting  to  the 
Privy  Council.  In  the  lii'st  case  there  may 
be  an  exception,  but  with  regard  to  all 
other  cases,  I  trust  that  this  Convention, 
and  the  parliaments  to  whom  its  conclu¬ 
sions  are  to  be  presented,  will  use  their 
utmost  efforts  to  secure  the  abolition  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Privy  Council  and 
the  transfer  of  supreme  authority  to  the 
colonial  judiciary,  wliicli  I  am  sure  will  be 
beneficial  to  the  wliole  of  the  colonies.  I 
say  this  without  attempting  to  derogate 
from  the  authoilby  of  the  Privy  Council, 
hut  those  who  have  watched  the  course  of 
its  decisions  arc  aware  tliat  that  tribunal 
is  not  always  constituted  in  its  best  aspect ; 
that  there  are  occasions  when  that  board 
— because  it  is  a  board — is  presided  over 
by  judges  who,  whether  as  regards  their 
past  judicial  career,  or,  at  any  rate  in  some 
cases,  as  regards  their  c.xisting  capacity, 
would  not  be  one  whit  superior,  but — 1 
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almo.st  tremble  to  say  it — are  not  equal  to 
the  class  of  judges  to  be  found  in  this  conti¬ 
nent  to  constitute  a  federal  supreme  court. 
I  feel  no  doubt  at  all  that  from  the  rank.s 
of  the  very  eminent  members  of  the  bar  and 
of  members  of  the  amalgamated  profession, 
as  probably  it  may  be,  in  tliese  colonies 
there  is  ample  material  to  l^e  found  for  the 
constitution  of  a  supreme  court  of  appeal  to 
which  no  citizen  of  Australia  need  fear  to 
intrust  the  final  adjudication  of  his  claims, 
and  I  feel  equally  sure  that  the  institution 
of  a  cliange  such  a.s  this  will  be  hailed 
with  loud  acclaim  as  one,  if  not  of  the 
most  valuable  provi.sions  in  principle  in 
tlie  constitution,  yet  as  one  of  the  most 
beneficially  woikable  provisions  wliich 
will  accompany  it.  I  have  to  thank 
lion.  membei*s  for  Iiaving  listened  to  me 
so  kindly,  and  before  sitting  down  I  should 
like  to  read  a  few  words  which  struck  me 
on  looking  into  a  well-known  authority 
last  night  as  to  the  advantage  of  a  federal 
union  and  the  division  of  power.  I  find 
this  in  Story’s  ^‘Commentaries  on  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,”  section 
291 — a  lxK>k,  as  I  said,  that  is  of  the  highest 
authority,  and  I  think  the  passage  is  cal¬ 
culated  to  give  a  clear  indication  in  a  very 
few  words  of  the  result  that  will  follow* 
upon  tlie  exercise  of  proper  caution  in  the 
maintenance,  on  tlie  one  hand,  of  the  execu¬ 
tive,  parliamentary,  and  judicial  strength 
of  a  general  government  within  the  pow'ei*s 
assigned  to  it,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
maintenance  of  state  rights  in  all  matters 
which  it  is  not  considered  necessary  to 
hand  over  to  the  federal  authority. 

If  there  were  but  one  consolidated  nationfJ 
govcruuient  to  which  the  jieoplc  might  look  up 
for  protection  and  sup^Kirt,  they  might  in  time 
relax  that  vigilance  and  jealousy  wdiich  seem  so 
necessary  to  the  wholesome  gi'owth  of  I'epublioan 
institutions.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  tlic  state 
governments  could  eugi*oss  all  the  affections  of 
the  people,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  national  go¬ 
vernment,  by  their  familiar  and  domestic  i*egu!a- 
tions,  there  would  Imj  danger  tliat  the  union, 
constantly  weakened  l>y  the  distance  and  dis- 
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coiu'cagenicBts  of  its  functionaries,  might  at  last 
become  as  it  was  under  the  federation — a  mere 
show,  if  not  a  mockery,  of  sovereignty.  So  that 
this  very  division  of  empire  may  in  the  end,  ])y 
the  blessing  of  Providence,  be  the  means  of  per¬ 
petuating  our  rights  and  liberties  by  keeping 
alive  in  every  state  at  once  a  sincere  love  of  its 
own  government  and  a  love  of  the  union,  and  by 
cherishing  in  different  minds  a  jealousy  of  each 
which  shall  clieck  as  well  as  enlighten  public 
ox>inion. 

As  to  the  executive,  I  must  say  that 
the  question  raised  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith 
has  given  me,  for  one,  considemble  x')er- 
turbation.  I  know  that  it  is  very  easy 
to  pooh-pooh  the  whole  matter  and  to  say, 
“You  must  look  to  the  i*epresenttitive 
chamber,  and  that  alone  as  the  seat  of 
ministerial  responsibility” ;  but,  as  I  ven¬ 
ture  to  think,  I  have  shown  that  we  do 
not  find,  or  shall  not  find,  in  a  properly 
constituted  fedei*al  body,  the  rejiresenta- 
tion  all  collocated  in  one  chamber  ;  and  if 
wedo  not  find  it  there,  that  admission  places 
us  at  once  in  face  of  the  difficulty  which 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith  has  suggested,  and  I 
am  afraid  that  it  is  a  difficulty  very  hard 
to  solve.  But  British  communities  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  solving  difficulties 
sometimes  by  anomalous  means ;  and, 
where  they  have  had  to  make  a  choice, 
they  have  made  it  sometimes  not  alto¬ 
gether  in  accordance  with  principle,  and 
have  been  rewarded  for  their  pains  by 
the  very  beneficial  working  of  their  con¬ 
stitutions.  Now  let  us  endeavour  to  get 
at  some  solution  in  tliis  way.  Is  it 
certain,  that  the  question  of  legislative 
povrer  and  the  question  of  ministerial 
responsibility  rest  on  the  same  lines  ? 
Is  it  quite  clear  tliat  where  it  may 
be  necessary  to  embody  even  the  repre¬ 
sentative  princijile  in  two  chambers  for 
the  exercise  of  legislative  x^ower  it  is 
unfair  or  unjust  to  intrust  the  working 
of  the  constitutional  principle — the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  ministerial  responsibility — to  ono 
chamber  alone  ?  I  am  afraid  we  shall 
have  to  solve  this  difficulty  by  making  tlie 
Barton, 


executive  of  the  dominion  responsible  to 
the  chamber  called  the  representative 
chamber — to  tliat  one  whicli  has  not  the 
custody  of  state  rights  specifically  within 
its  control.  One  reason  why  I  am  led  to 
conclude  that  this  would  not  be  a  danger¬ 
ous  result  is  the  remark  which  fell  from 
my  lion,  friend,  Air.  Playfonl,  yesterday. 
He  said,  if  I  understood  him  correctly, 
that  we  should  not  find  it  possible  to 
graft  on  the  American  system  the  system 
of  responsible  government,  and  make  it 
work.  AVell,  I  think  tliat  by  allowing 
the  operation  of  the  x^i’inciple  of  respon¬ 
sible  government  to  rest  in  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  executive  of  tho  day  to 
the  house  of  representatives,  we  shall,  at 
any  rate,  be  able  to  make  the  constitution 
work.  Although  it  may  be  impossible  at 
the  present  stage  to  suggest  any  better 
provision,  I  must  confess  tliat  I  am  not 
in  love  with  the  solution  that  has  been 
suggested,  that  a  jiroportion  of  the  minis¬ 
try  of  the  day  should  retire  upon  the  vote 
of  one  house,  or  of  both,  and  that  the 
others  should  remain  in  office. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  That  is  not  pro¬ 
posed  by  any  one  ! 

Air.  Aluxno  :  Suggested  ! 

Air.  BABTON  :  I  am  not  sure  that  it 
was  not  proposed,  but  at  any  rate  it  struck 
me  that  it  had  been  suggested. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  As  a  possible 
working  out  in  time  ! 

Air.  BABTON  :  As  a  possible  working 
out  in  time.  I  do  admit  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  force  in  tlie  suggestion  that 
there  are  certain  phases  of  constitutional 
development  which,  to  a  great  extent,  must 
be  left  to  the  working — to  that  which  ex¬ 
press  provisions  will  evolve  from  them¬ 
selves,  rather  than  to  attempt  to  define 
them  too  strictly  at  the  outset;  but  I 
fail  to  see  how  tlio  working  of  any  such 
constitution  as  is  likely  to  be  framed  will 
result  in  a  limited  ministerial  responsi¬ 
bility  of  that  kind.  I  take  it  that  wo 
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shall  be  shut  up  to  the  choice  of  one  of 
two  things,  the  American  sy.stem  of  dis¬ 
sociation  of  tlie  executive,  or  the  adliering 
to  that  which  wo  individually  have  found 
to  work  as  well  as  anything  else  can 
work  ill  the  present  .stage  of  political 
development,  that  is,  the  ordinary  prin¬ 
ciple  of  constitutional  government.  In 
that  respect  I  think  that,  irrespective  of 
any  question  of  a  referendum,  wliich  I 
have  heard  suggested,  we  shall  find  our¬ 
selves  safer  in  relying  on  the  old  lines 
of  constitutional  responsibility  at  the 
hands  of  one  chamber,  although  it  may 
not  take  unto  itself  the  whole  of  the  re¬ 
presentative  principle,  than  we  shall  be  by 
attempting  cither  to  weld  two  chambers 
together  for  executive  pui*poses — which  I 
think  would  be  a  clumsy  expedient — or  by 
venturing  upon  the  dissociation  of  the 
executive  from  the  representative  body, 
the  segregation  of  ministers  from  parlia¬ 
ment,  resulting,  as  we  know  it  has  resulted 
elsewhere,  in  a  body  of  ministers  not 
possessing  indeed  the  whole  executive 
power,  and  whose  working  is  hampered  to 
this  extent :  that,  being  individually  amen¬ 
able  to  a  president,  they  are  only  in  the 
very  slightest  degree  animated  by  a  com¬ 
mon  policy  so  far  as  regards  their  common 
action.  That  is  a  state  of  things  which  I 
donot  think  would  conduce  to  good  govern¬ 
ment,  and  I  therefore  think,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  embodiment  of  the  federal  principle 
in  our  second  chamber,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  embodiment  of  a  proportion  of 
the  representation  of  the  country  in  it, 
we  must  give  up  the  idea  tliat  we  are  to 
dissociate  our  executive  from  our  parlia¬ 
ment.  We  shall  be  much  safer  in  taking 
our  stand  upon  the  solid  constitutional 
ground  of  responsibility  to  one  house 
alone.  And  there  is  a  reason  for  it 
in  this  case  to  bo  found  in  this  way : 
that  the  chamber  to  which  it  is  proposed 
that  ministers  should  be  re.sponsible,  is 
that  chamber  which  is  most  charged  with 
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the  conservation  of  the  general  rights  of 
which  the  executive  is  tlie  exponent :  that 
is  to  say,  viewing  the  federal  executive  in 
its  distinction  from  the  vaiious  executives 
of  the  provinces,  the  chamber  which  has 
most  to  do  with  the  conservation  of  the 
powers  and  functions  of  that  executive, 
and  within  the  lines  of  which  it  will 
oftenest  act  in  its  relation  to  the  indi¬ 
viduals  of  the  state,  will  be  the  house  of 
representatives ;  and  if  we  work  upon  that 
line,  I  think  we  shall  find  it  to  be,  perhaps, 
by  no  very  great  stretch  of  principle  a  de¬ 
cided  gain  in  the  'workingof  ourpolitical  sys¬ 
tem,  and  we  shall  find  it  possible  to  conserve 
the  principle  of  ministerial  responsibility, 
and  responsibility  to  that  house  alone. 
I  again  thank  hon.  members  for  the  kind¬ 
ness  with  which  they  have  heard  me.  I 
hope,  as  I  promised,  that  I  have  not  wan¬ 
dered  from  the  point,  and  that  I  liave  not 
wearied  by  repetition.  I  have  ventured 
to  address  myself  to  this  subject  because 
I  think  that,  after  all,  no  one  can  be 
blamed,  however  young  he  may  be  in  so 
august  an  assembly  as  this,  for  bringing 
into  the  common  stock  his  ideas  and  rea¬ 
sons,  M^hero  the  interests  of  liis  country 
and  the  interests  of  the  very  much  greater 
country  which  he  hopes  to  make  his  ow’n 
are  so  much  concerned,  I  hope  that  I  am 
at  any  rate  acting  in  the  spirit  in  w  hich 
we  all  labour  together,  and  that  the  result 
of  our  labour  will  be  to  found  a  state  of 
high  and  august  aims,  working  by  the  eternal 
principles  of  justice  and  not  to  the  music  of 
bullets,  and  affording  an  example  of  free¬ 
dom,  political  morality,  and  just  action  to 
the  individual,  the  state  and  the  nation 
wdiicli  will  one  day  be  the  envy  of  tlie 
w’orld. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  am  sure  wc 
all  appreciate  the  modesty  wdiich  has  led 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
to  apologise  for  w^hat  he  called  his  presump¬ 
tion  in  moving  the  adjournment  of  the  de¬ 
bate  yesterday  and  in  resuming  it  to-day. 
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I  believe  the  feeling  of  every  lion,  member 
present,  ^vhether  the  views  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  do  or  do  not  liappen  to  precisely 
coincide  with  his  own,  is  to  join  in  con¬ 
gratulating  him  on  having  made  a  speech 
which  will  be  of  very  great  service  to  ns 
in  this  discussion — a  speech  most  admir¬ 
ably  conceived,  most  logical  in  its  con¬ 
struction,  and  one  which,  as  it  to  a  large 
extent  falls  in  with  my  own  views,  not  un¬ 
naturally  cixrries  the  greatest  conviction  to 
my  mind.  Sir,  the  hon.  gentleman  devoted 
himself,  during  the  greater  part  of  his  ad- 
dres.s,  to  the  discussion  of  the  question  raised 
inyour  resolutions,  and  developed  greatly  in 
that  most  able  speech  which  we  heard  from 
my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Deakin,  as  to  the 
power  of  veto  to  be  lodged  in  the  senate. 
It  occurred  to  me  at  the  time  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  was  sjieaking,  that 
we  could  scarcely  carry  out  his  wishes 
without,  in  so  doing,  negativing  the  veiy 
first  branch  of  your  re.solutions.  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  that  the  “powers  and  privileges 
and  territorial  rights  of  the  seveial  exist¬ 
ing  colonies  ”  cannot  remain  intact  if  the 
people’s  will,  as  defined  by  that  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman,  is  to  be  supreme,  and  if  the  colo¬ 
nies,  as  a  whole,  are  to  be  coerced  by  the 
individual  votes  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
whole.  We  are  sent  here,  all  of  us  I 
think,  under  practically  the  same  condi¬ 
tion's.  are  directed  to  endeavour  to 

frame  a  constitution  which  will  bring  about 
union  between  the  Australian  colonics ;  but 
we  are  also  directed,  in  doing  that,  to  take 
care  that  that  constitution  is  based  on  terms 
just  to  the  several  colonies.  That,  sir,  of 
course,  is  a  sentiment  wdiich  will,  I  am  sure, 
run  through  the  intentions,  although  it 
may  sometimes  fail  in  the  expression,  of 
every  hon.  delegate,  and  it  is  one  which,  I 
fear,  would  be  entirely  outraged  if  this 
resolution  were  carried  without  the  quali¬ 
fication  indicated  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Gritfitli.  Sir,  as  we  all  know’,  w’c 
are  not  altogether  without  precedent  and 
[>Sir  John  Dovmer. 


experience  in  this  matter;  we  are  not 
embarking  altogether  on  an  unknown  sea. 
We  have  the  experience  of  a  great  re¬ 
public  before  us.  We  have  that  constitu¬ 
tion  which  was  framed  by  some  of  the 
most  eminent  men  living  at  that  time — 
framed,  sir,  not  in  any  hot  impetuosity,  but 
after  mature  deliberation.  We  have  not 
only  that  before  us,  but  wo  have  also  seen 
tho  working  of  it  now’  for  upwards  of  100 
years.  We  have  seen  that  w^hatever  doubts 
there  may  be  as  to  the  w'orking  of  some  por¬ 
tion  of  the  constitution,  the  general  verdict 
of  mankind  as  to  the  value  of  the  general 
articles  has  been  entirely  in  their  favour. 
We  know,  too,  the  difficulties  which  met 
the  able  gentlemen  who  drafted  those 
articles  in  the  very  inception.  We  know 
that  this  same  question,  about  which  my 
lion,  friend  feels  so  strongly,  and  with¬ 
out  which  he  thinks  this  federation  is  im¬ 
practicable,  was  discussed  amongst  the 
states  represented  at  tliat  convention,  and 
discussed  from  identically  the  same  stand¬ 
point  as  this  question  must  be  discussed 
here.  We  know  that  the  states  insisted 
on  union,  but  objected  to  unity  ;  that  they 
wished  a  federation  of  independent  states, 
but  not  an  amalgamation  into  one  empire; 
and  we  know-,  too,  that  the  representatives 
at  that  convention  were  equally  divided, 
and  it  was  only  by  resorting  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  that  the  difficulty  was  finally  over¬ 
come.  And,  .sir,  the  difficulty  was  got 
over  in  precisely  the  manner  wliich  the 
hon.  member,  »Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  suggests 
should  be  resorted  to  here,  by  recognis¬ 
ing  in  one  branch  of  the  legi.slature  the 
states,  and  by  recognising  in  another  branch 
of  the  legislature  individual  members  of 
the  whole  community  of  states,  and  giv¬ 
ing  both  those  houses,  each  of  which, 
in  its  own  position,  was  ab.solutely  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  preservation  of  the  autonomy 
of  the  individual  slates,  jurisdiction  which 
was  practically  co-ordinate.  I  say  prac¬ 
tically  co-ordinate,  because,  in  one  pur- 
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ticular,  and  in  one  particular  only,  the 
jurisdiction  was  not  so,  and  that  was  in 
the  right  to  introduce  money  bills.  But 
that  convention  finally  agreed  in  going 
further  than  my  hon.  friend,  Sir  Samuel 
(  Griffith,  wishes  to  go  now,  and  not  merely 
gave  the  .senate  the  power  of  vetoing  either 
wholly  or  in  part  money  bills  sent  up  from 
the  house'of  representatives,  but  gave  them 
a  general  power  of  amending  any  bills 
which  should  be  sent  to  them.  With¬ 
out  this  agreement  the  United  States  of 
America  would  not  have  been  constituted, 
at  that  time  at  all  events ;  and  under  that 
agreement  the  states  have  progressed  to 
t lie  position  which  they  have  now  attained, 
and  although,  as  in  every  constitution, 
difticiiUies,  jars,  and  discords  will  exist, 
still,  on  the  whole,  the  jars  and  discords 
there  have  not  been  appreciably  greater 
than  those  in  the  constitutional  govern¬ 
ments  to  w’hich  we  are  accustomed.  No 
objection  has  ever  been  very  seriously 
made  by  any  large  body  of  people,  or,  I 
would  rather  say,  by  the  people  generally, 
to  the  co-ordinate  authority  reposed  in  the 
senate,  or  to  the  method  in  which  that 
authority  has  been  exercised.  There  w’as 
tlien  a  greater  disproportion,  or  as  great,  at 
all  events,  between  the  populations  of  the 
largest  and  smallest  of  those  states  as  there 
is  now  between  the  populations  of  the 
largest  and  the  smallest  of  the  Austmlian 
states  proposing  to  federate.  Nevertheless, 
equal  representation, co-ordinate  legislative 
authority,  was  given  to  the  smallest  as  to 
the  largest.  Experience  has  shown  us  that 
that  has  worked  thoroughly  well,  and  has 
j[>roved  as  satisfactory  to  the  larger  popu¬ 
lations — to  the  states  containing  the  largest 
populations,  one  of  whcli,  I  think,  sends 
forty  representatives  to  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  whilst  another  sends  only 
one — as  to  the  smaller  populations  upon 
whom  co-ordinate  power  was  conferred.  T 
do  not  intend,  even  if  I  could,  and  I  could 
not  if  I  wished  it,  to  go  over  the  arguments 


so  closely  and  logically  put  by  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  who  has  ju.st  sat  dowm.  I  say  that, 
if  I  wished  to  do  it,  I  have  not  the  pow'er, 
and  I  am  certain  that  every  one  herejwdiat- 
evor  his  view.s  on  the  ultimate  question, 
must  liave  been  profoundly  impressed  by 
the  manner  in  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
submitted  and  stated  his  arguments.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  be  supposed  to  be  ex¬ 
pressing  my  own  concluded  opinions,  be¬ 
cause  we  are  met  here  for  deliberation  ;  but 
whilst  I  think,  at  the  present  at  all  events, 
that  it  would  he  impossible  to  establish 
this  federation  at  all,  and  certainly  not 
in  a  satisfactory  way,  w  ithout  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Grithth,  being  at  least  conceded,  still, 
w’hen  w'e  liave  settled  tliat  question,  of 
course  we  are  not  out  of  our  troubles, 
because  there  is  more  to  be  looked  at. 
If  wne  do  agree,  as  I  think  we  must,  that 
the  two  houses  shall  have  co-ordinate 
legislative  authority,  and  that  it  shall  be 
competent  for  the  senate  at  least  to  do 
w'hat  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
suggests — to  veto  in  detail  any  bills  sent 
up  to  them,  whether  money  bills  or  not, 
still  we  have  got  the  further  difficulty 
to  settle,  as  to  liow  the  executive  is 
to  be  constituted.  I  cannot  say  that 
I  have  quite  come  to  the  same  con¬ 
clusion  as  that  of  the  last  speaker  on  this 
subject.  Although  some  of  us  are  Aus¬ 
tralians  by  birth,  all  of  us  have  had  Eng¬ 
lish  traditions  handed  dowm  to  us,  and 
have  a  natural  prejudice  in  favour  of  the 
methods  of  governments  in  the  country 
from  w  hich  we  sprang.  At  the  same  time 
w’e  must  recollect,  as  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  said,  that  w’e  are 
considering  something  about  wdiich  the 
mother  country's  laws  know^  nothing,  some¬ 
thing  quite  outside  the  ordinary  orbit  of 
imperial  concerns,  and  it  may  be  that 
w’c  may,  in  framing  our  constitution,  find 
it  impossible  to  w’ork  this  new  federation 
properly  unless  we  strike  out  on  some 
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new  lines.  The  proposal  in  the  resolution 
before  us,  is  that  the  executive  should 
be  responsible  to  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  and  liable  to  be  removed  on  the  vote 
of  the  majority  of  the  members  of  that 
House.  While  the  lion,  member,  INIr. 
Barton,  tells  us  that  he  sees  difiiculties 
in  carrying  out  that  proposal,  and  feels 
the  difficulties  whicli  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  suggests,  he  nevertheless 
appeared  to  conclude  that  that  is  about 
the  only  method  which  we  can  expect  to 
work  satisfactorily.  But  I  would  ask  the 
hon.  gentleman,  with  his  strong  view’s  in 
support  of  the  authority  of  the  senate, 
wdth  his  convictions  that  to  preserve  the 
authority  of  the  senate  is  at  least  as  im¬ 
portant  as  to  preserve  the  authority  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  does  he  think 
that  that  authority  can  be  preserved  in¬ 
tact,  and  will  not  inevitably  gradually  be 
frittered  away,  if  the  government  of  the 
country  is  comprised  in  a  body  selected 
exclusively  from  the  other  branch  of  the 
legislature,  and  responsible  only  to  them  ? 
What  weakens  re.sponsible  government  1 
The  upper  branches  of  the  legislature,  be 
it  the  House  of  Lords  or  the  legislative 
councils  of  the  different  colonies,  have,  so 
far  as  either  common  law  or  written  law 
is  concerned,  authority  almost  co-ordinate 
with  that  of  the  Commons  or  the  Assem¬ 
bly.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  community, 
superadded  to  the  law,  which  has  gradu¬ 
ally  deprived  the  upper  bmnehes  of  their 
authority,  and  neither  common  law  nor 
statutory  maxim  is  responsible  for  the  en¬ 
croachment  which  has  taken  place.  Now, 
sir,  supposing  we  make  the  executive  re¬ 
sponsible  to  the  house  of  representatives 
only,  can  wre  doubt  fora  moment,  by  anal¬ 
ogy  from  what  has  happened  in  the  past, 
that  w’e  .shall  see  in  the  future  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  senate  gradually  dwindling 
until  it  becomes  a  body  that  is  practically, 
if  not  absolutely,  .subject  to  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  1  This  is  really  the  difficulty 
\Sir  John  Downer. 


of  the  situation.  The  difficulty  in  reference 
to  the  executive  is  greater  than  the  diffi¬ 
culty  as  to  the  precise  constitution  of  the 
two  houses;  and  my  strong  opinion,  at 
pi'esent  at  all  events,  is  that  it  will  bo 
absolutely  impossible  to  preserve  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  house  repre¬ 
senting  the  colonie.s,  if  the  government  is 
solely  responsible  to  the  house  which  re- 
pi'csents  the  individual  electoi’s.  The  repre¬ 
sentatives,  say  of  the  two  colonies  of  New 
South  Walesand  Victoria,  would  probably 
represent  the  proportion  of  eight  to  three, 
com  paired  with  the  other  colonies  ;  and 
the  result  undoubtedly  would  be  that,  sup¬ 
posing  these  great  colonies,  settling  their 
ancient  feuds,  and  w  ith  the  customs  bar¬ 
rier  removed,  which  I  think  has  alone 
kept  them  apart,  and  made  them  un¬ 
friendly,  happened  to  come  into  sweet  con¬ 
cord  once  in  a  way,  we  might  expect  the 
result  to  be  that  the  executive  would  be 
selected  exclusively  from  these  colonies, 
and  that  the  minor  colonies  would  have 
very  little  voice  in  the  government  of  the 
dominion  at  all.  It  seems  to  me  quite 
impossible  to  conceive  the  privileges  of 
the  one  house  being  retained  if  the  execu¬ 
tive  authority  is  entirely  reposed  in  the 
other.  Then,  sir,  what  is  to  be  done? 
There,  of  course,  conies  the  difficulty.  The 
method  adopted  in  Switzerland  might  be 
resorted  to.  The  two  houses  might  meet 
as  one — the  senate  and  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  —  and  appoint  their  min¬ 
istry,  who  should  retain  office  —  there 
it  is  for  three  years — for  a  time  to  be 
determined.  That  would  be  a  government 
which  would  have  the  confidence  of  the 
house,  not  responsible  in  the  ordinary 
sense,  and  it  would  impinge  upon  our 
English  notions  to  that  extent ;  but  still,  I 
tliink,  a  government  much  more  consistent 
with  the  federation  which  is  to  be  brought 
about  than  a  government  wdiich  can  only 
properly  exist  under  an  empire.  I  take 
it  that  in  these  matters  we  are  al 
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striving  for  the  same  end,  that  we  are 
not  necessarily  obstinately  pledged  to 
any  particular  view  which  may  be  ex¬ 
pressed  upon  this  introductory  motion, 
but  simply  endeavouring  to  assist  each 
other  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  that 
may  bring  about  the  federation  which  w^e 
all  desire  to  see  attained.  As  to  the 
federal  judiciary,  I  will  just  say  that  I 
entirely  agree  wdth  the  views  of  the  lion, 
and  learned  member,  Mr.  Barton.  I  think 
that,  for  the  federal  constitution  to  w^ork 
well,  there  must  be  a  strong  judiciary. 
That  has  been  the  experience  of  America ; 
in  fact,  the  Union  could  not  have  w’orked 
there  without  the  assistance  wdiich  from 
time  to  time  it  has  received  from  the  judi¬ 
cial  bench  ;  and  the  stronger  and  more 
powerful  the  judicial  bench,  the  stronger 
and  better  will  the  union  be.  So  far  as 
my  experience  as  a  professional  man  i5 
concerned,  it  agrees  wdth  the  experience 
of  the  professional  men  of  other  colonies, 
which  is  that  there  is  no  necessity  at  all 
for  appeals  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Council,  not  merely  on  the 
ground  that  wns  gently  hinted  at  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  member,  Mr.  Barton, 
namely,  that  the  constitution  of  that  tri¬ 
bunal  was  not  ahvays  as  satisfactory  as  it 
might  be,  but  also  because,  in  the  fii'st 
place,  we  think  that  justice  should  be 
speedy  ;  in  the  next  place,  that  w’e  are 
satisfied  wdth  our  owni  tribunals,  or  we  will 
be  wdien  Avehave  a  federal  judiciary ;  and, 
in  the  last  place,  wdiere  any  ajipeal  would 
be  required  from  a  tribunal  of  such  high 
eminence  as  the  federal  supreme  court, 
the  question  as  to  the  right  or  the  wrong 
of  the  matter  w'ould  practically  have  come 
to  so  fine  a  point  ns  probably  to  be  almost 
a  question  of  tem})orament  as  to  wdiich  w^ay 
the  case  would  be  decided.  But,  if  we  wish 
to  make  Australia  self-sufficing,  one  of  the 
first  things  wdiich  I  think  w^e  must  insist 
upon  is  having  our  final  judiciary  here.  I 
do  not  say  this  witliout  any  limitation.  I 


agree  wdth  the  limitation  that  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  mentioned.  When 
imperial  questions  arise  her  Majesty  must 
have  some  supervising  authority  ;  but  so 
far  as  the  other  matter  to  wdiicli  the  hon. 
gentleman  referred  is  concerned — as  re¬ 
gards  any  important  common  law  questions 
— I  tJiink  that  the  Supreme  Court  and  our 
federal  judiciary  w  ill  be  quite  competent 
to  settle  those,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
reason  which  makes  it  imperative  that  the 
decisions  liere  and  the  decisions  in  the  old 
country  should  always  follow  on  precisely 
the  same  lines.  So  far  as  your  resolutions, 
sir,  generally  are  concerned,  I  agree  with 
them.  I  agree  that  the  border  custom- 
liouses  must  be  removed  ;  but  I  also 
agree  with  what  is  the  general  under¬ 
standing  throughout,  at  all  events,  a  large 
majority  of  the  Australian  colonies, 
namely,  that  wdiilst  intercolonial  free- 
trade  is  to  be  permitted,  it  is  on  the  con¬ 
dition  that  for  a  time,  at  all  events,  there 
shall  be  protection  against  the  outside 
world.  Without  that  limitation  and  under¬ 
standing — whether  the  understanding  be 
expressed  or  not  is  another  question — the 
Australian  colonies  will  certainly  not  ]>e 
federated  at  the  present  time ;  and  I  think 
thatit would  bea  good  thing  tofixsome  date 
when  this  intercolonial  free-trade  should 
begin,  and  to  allow  each  colony  mean¬ 
while  to  collect  its  duties  in  its  own  way. 
Of  course  time  has  to  elapse,  and  probably 
a  good  deal  of  time,  before  any  legislative 
efiect  can  be  given  to  our  consultations 
here  3  but,  I  tliink,  nevertheless,  that  it 
w’ould  be  satisfactory  to  most  of  the  colonies 
— to  all  tlie  colonies  w  bich  have  adopted 
protective  duties — if  a  date  wxre  fixed  in 
the  constitution  wffien  this  new’  law  should 
take  effect.  When  w’e  go  into  Committee 
we  shall  all  of  us  no  doubt  have  many  op¬ 
portunities  of  expressing  our  opinions  on 
the  different  questions  tliat  ari.se.  I  sim¬ 
ply  have  endeavoured,  sir,  to  imitate  your 
brevity  in  addressing  myself  as  concisely  as 
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1  could  to  the  principal  points  contained 
in  your  I'esolutions,  and  i>ai*ticiilar]y  tak¬ 
ing  the  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
opinion  as  to  w  liat  I  consider  the  crucial 
point  of  all,  which  is,  that  so  far  as  the 
constitution  of  the  senate  is  concerned 
we  must  follow  the  precedent  of  America, 
and,  wliilsb  showing  every  respect  to  tlie 
views  of  individuals  as  represented  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  we  must  still  take 
care  that  the  views  of  the  states  shall  bo 
studied  in  an  equal  degree  in  the  represen¬ 
tation  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  TIIYNNE  :  As  there  appeal's  to  be 
considerable  hesitation  on  the  part  of  older 
members  of  the  Convention  in  continuing 
the  debate,  and  as  we  have  a  little  time 
before  the  usual  hour  for  adjournment,  T 
propose  to  claim  your  attention  for  a  few 
minutes.  I  think  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I 
point  out  what  appears  to  me  to  be  a  mis¬ 
apprehension  of  the  views  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
expressed  in  connection  with  the  matter  of 
the  executive.  It  seems  that  the  discus¬ 
sion  Las  proceeded  upon  the  idea  that  the 
lion,  and  learned  member.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  in  Ins  speech  advocated  an  im¬ 
mediate  change  from  the  present  relation 
of  responsibility  of  the  executive  to  the 
popular  house.  I  iindcretood  that  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  not  to  support  that 
view,  but  to  recommend  tliat  the  constitu¬ 
tion  should  be  left  open  for  such  develop¬ 
ments  in  government  in  these  colonies  in 
future  years  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
times  may  require. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  THYNNE:  I  think,  sir,  that  it 
would  be  veiy  unwise  for  us  to  impose  any 
fetter  that  is  not  absolutely  necessary  upon 
the  free  and  full  development  of  the  future 
constitution  which  ma}’  be  in  force  in  these 
colonies.  The  function  tliat  we  have  to  fulfil 
in  meetiug  in  this  convention  istliat  of  fram¬ 
ing  a  federal  constitution.  AVc  are  asked  to 
now  advise  the  parliaments  of  the  colonies, 
John  Dovmer, 


and  also  to  advise  tlie  Imperial  Parliament 
— for  its  assistance  will  probably  be  re¬ 
quired  in  bringing  federation  into  being — 
as  to  the  best  mode  of  initiating  a  federal 
government  in  these  colonies.  I  think 
that  under  the  terms  of  tlio  resolutions 
that  have  been  passed  by  all  the  parlia¬ 
ments  any  general  arguments  in  favour  of 
federation  arc  now  quite  out  of  place.  Wo 
may  assume  that  it  is  our  duty  to  avoid 
considering  that  question,  for  it  has  been 
settled  by  the  aiitlioritics  that  sent  us  here, 
and  we  ought  to  devote  ourselves  immedi¬ 
ately  and  seriously  to  the  work  of  framing 
a  constitution  which  we  hope  will  prove 
acceptable,  because  it  will  be  just  to  the 
dififerent  colonies.  I  wish  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  work  which  we  have  to 
do  in  this  Convention.  In  the  first  place, 
in  framing  a  constitution,  we  are  called 
'upon  to  assist  in  putting  the  highest  stone 
upon  the  great  edifice  of  the  political  de¬ 
velopment  of  these  colonies.  That  develop¬ 
ment  has  proceeded  from  very  small  begin¬ 
nings,  namely,  in  the  first  instance  from 
a  military  garrison  in  a  Crown  colony  go¬ 
verning  not  only  people  subject  to  servi¬ 
tude,  but  also  a  small  proportion  of  free 
settlers,  until  it  has  now  expanded  into 
colonies  with  certain  limited  powers  of 
self  government,  but  still  dependencies  of 
the  British  Parliament  and  the  Britisli 
people.  I  was  surprised  to  hear  from  two 
siicli  well-known  statesmen  in  these  colonies 
as  the  two  hon.  gentlemen  from  Victoria 
who  have  spoken,  that  they  have  been 
under  the  impression  .so  long  that  these 
colonies  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  responsible 
government.  It  is  an  old  saying  that  “a 
prophet  is  without  honor  in  his  own  coun¬ 
try,”  and  it  seems  to  me  that  tliat  proverb 
applies  to  the  colony  of  Victoria  as  well 
as  to  other  places.  8ome  years  ago  I  liad 
the  privilege  of  reading  a  book  written 
by  a  most  distinguished  Victorian,  in  which 
this  question  is  dealt  with,  and  the  words 
whicli  lie  made  use  of  at  that  time  have 
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reiHained  engraven  on  my  memory  ever 
since.  I  think  they  arc  words  which  must 
never  be  forgotten  by  the  people  of  these 
colonies  until  such  time  a.s  the  responsible 
government  which  he  defines  in  his  work 
is  attained.  Professor  If  cam's  definition 
of  responsible  governirient  is  : 

Where  a  legislature  is  established,  and  a  pro¬ 
mise  is  made  by  the  Crown  of  tlic  exercise  of 
the  prerogative  exclusively  by  the  advice  of 
ministers  having  the  confidence  of  Parliament. 

That  is  a  complete  and  satisfactory  defini¬ 
tion  of  the  system  of  responsible  govern¬ 
ment,  and  I  think  that  no  one  can  for  a 
moment  be  under  the  impression  that  in 
Australia  up  to  the  present  time  we  liave 
been  able  to  claim  that  full  measure  of 
responsible  government.  The  Crown,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  prerogative  in  connection  with 
many  Australian  matters — matters  even  of 
internal  interest  in  Australia,  matters  of 
.social  interest  in  Australia — has  exercised 
its  prerogative,  not  by  the  advice  of  Aus¬ 
tralian  ministers,  but  by  the  advice  of 
ministers  responsible  to  the  people  in  Creat 
Britain  and  Ireland,  through  tlie  Parlia¬ 
ment  representing  them.  I  think  that  the 
>vork  in  which  we  are  engaged  in  framing 
a  federal  constitution  directly  involves 
the  assumption  in  these  colonies  of  that 
complete  measure  of  responsible  govern¬ 
ment.  The  Crown  in  all  matters  relating 
to  Australian  interests  must  exercise  its 
prerogative  exclusively  by  the  advice  of 
Australian  ministers — the  veto  to  which 
my  hon.  friend,  IVlr.  Play  ford,  referred 
must  be  exercised,  not  by  the  advice  of 
ministers  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  but 
by  the  advice  of  ministers  who  are  charged 
witli  Austral iaii  interests.  It  seems  to 
me  that  in  some  portions  of  the  discussion 
that  has  taken  place  the  object  or  moan¬ 
ing  of  federation  or  a  federal  constitution 
has  been,  to  some  extent,  lost  sight  of. 
The  union  of  these  colonies  mu.st  take  place 
in  either  one  or  two  ways,  namely,  either 
l)y  a  unification  under  one  all-powerful 


parliament,  or  by  a  federation  which  gives 
to  the  central  federal  parliament  certain 
limited  powers  and  reserves  to  the  other 
parliaments  all  other  powers.  As  I  think 
we  may  be  in  danger  of  overlooking  some 
of  the  first  principles  connected  with  federa¬ 
tion,  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  briefly  define 
some  of  the  charactcrLstics  of  a  federation. 
I  shall  quote  from  Mr.  Dicey's  recent  work, 
which  is  very  clear  in  its  language.  He 
says  : 

Ojie  of  the  characteristics  of  a  federation  Is 
that  the  law  of  the  constitution  must  he  either 
legally  imniutahle  or  else  capable  of  l^ing 
changed  only  hy  some  authority  above  and 
bej'ond  the  ordinary  legislative  bodies,  whetlier 
federal  or  state  legislatures,  existing  under  the 
constitution. 

That  opens  up  a  matter  of  very  large  con¬ 
sideration  for  tliis  Convention,  In  the 
firet  place,  what  is  the  autliority  above  and 
beyond  tlie  legislatures  which  is  to  have 
tlie  power  of  clianging  the  law  of  the 
constitution,  or  of  regulating  it  in  any 
form  ?  The  answer,  of  course,  is  that  it 
is  the  people  of  these  colonies  who  are  to 
be  charged  with  that  important  function ; 
and  T  would,  therefore,  point  out — and  I 
think  several  hon.  members  who  have  had 
considerable  experience  in  leading  what 
may  be  called  democratic  parties  in  these 
colonies  have  forgotten  for  a  moment — 
what  the  democracy  of  Australia  is  to  be. 
It  seems  to  me  that  some  of  the  sentiments 
tliat  liavc  been  expressed  here  are  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  gentlemen  who  are  so  fresh  from 
the  struggle  which  they  have  been  engaged 
in  recently,  in  connection  with  the  privileges 
of  the  people  in  the  particular  colonies,  that 
they  have  forgotten  what  will  be  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  democracy  of  Australia  when 
this  federation  is  completed.  The  con¬ 
stitution  of  this  federation  will  not  be 
charged  with  the  duty  of  resisting  privileged 
classes,  for  the  whole  power  Avill  be  vested 
in  the  people  themselves.  Tliey  are  the 
complete  legislative  power  of  the  whole  of 
these  colonies,  and  they  shall  be  so.  From 
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them  will  rise,  first  of  all,  the  federal  con¬ 
stitution  which  we  ai'e  proposing  to  estab¬ 
lish,  and  in  the  next  place  will  come  the 
legislative  pow€i*s  of  the  several  colonies. 
The  people  will  be  the  authority  above 
and  beyond  the  separate  legislatures,  and 
the  royal  prerogative  exercised,  in  their 
interest  and  for  their  benefit,  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  their  ministers  will  be  practically 
vested  in  them.  They  will  exercise  the 
sovereignty  of  the  states,  tliey  will  be 
charged  with  the  full  power  and  dignity 
of  the  state,  and  it  is  from  them  that 
we  must  seek  the  giving  to  each  of 
those  bodies  that  will  be  in  existence 
concurrently  the  necessary  powers  for 
their  proper  management  and  existence. 
Each  assembly,  each  legislatui'O,  whether 
state  or  federal  existing  under  this  constitu¬ 
tion,  will  be  as  Dicey  again  says — a  merely 
subordinate  law-making  body  w-hose  laws 
will  l^e  valid,  whilst  within  the  authority 
conferred  upon  it  by  the  constitution,  but 
invalid  and  unconstitutional  if  they  go 
beyond  the  limits  of  such  authority. 
These  are  two  necessary  consequences  of 
every  form  of  federal  government,  and 
this  Convention  must  address  itself  seri¬ 
ously  to  the  work  of  devising  such  a  con¬ 
stitution  as  will  preserve  these  two  prin¬ 
ciples  in  their  full  operation.  I  think 
that  the  power  of  the  people  which  is  in¬ 
volved  by  tlie  considerations  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  is  sucli  as  will  put  in  the  shade  all 
those  sentiments  and  ideas  wuth  which 
notably  the  speech  of  Mr.  Deakin  w'as 
charged  with  regard  to  the  danger  of 
the  w^ant  of  popular  power  in  the  new 
state.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  democracy 
which  he  would  like  to  see  would  be  in¬ 
secure  and  \insteady,  and  without  those 
guards  against  the  tyiuimic  exercise  of 
the  power  of  temporary  majorities  which 
arc  necessary  to  the  peaceful  government 
and  continuance  of  every  state  in  the 
workL  The  democracy  I  am  anxious  to 
see,  and  which  I  am  sure  we  are  all 
[Mr,  Thynne. 


anxious  to  see,  would  be  at  the  same  time 
calm  and  secure,  without  any  danger  of 
sudden  revolution,  without  any  fear  of  an 
invasion  of  its  ordinary  rights  and  pri¬ 
vileges  on  the  part  of  any  class  of  people 
in  the  community.  It  is  for  that  reason 
that  I  am  so  anxious  to  see  that  what  have 
been  culled  state  rights  and  the  rights 
of  minorities  are  guarded  in  the  new  con¬ 
stitution  against  hasty,  corrupt,  or  dishonest 
action  on  a  part  of  any  section,  no  matter 
how  large  it  may  be,  in  the  new  state.  Un¬ 
less  the  senate  be  charged  w’ith  sufficient 
power  to  protect  the  people  of  the  federa¬ 
tion  against  hasty  and  ill-considered  legis¬ 
lation,  the  union  consummated  will  be  a 
weak  and  vacillating  one,  which  will  not 
inspire  confidence  either  among  our  own 
subjects  or  among  the  peoples  of  the  world 
with  whom  our  government  will  have  to 
deal  There  must  be  some  continuity,  there 
must  be  some  security  against  fickleness, 
some  guarantee  that  petulant  changes 
will  not  be  made  either  in  the  policy  of 
the  state  or  in  its  internal  legislation.  For 
these  reasons,  I  think  it  is  essential  that 
the  senate  should  be  invested  with  a  large 
amount  of  power,  in  fact,  with  powers 
almost  co-ordinate  with  those  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  as  proposed  under  these 
resolutions.  In  no  case  in  the  'world’s  his¬ 
tory  will  it  be  found  that  a  federal  insti¬ 
tution  has  been  successful  otherwise.  In 
no  case  have  the  stronger  democracies  of 
the  'W'orld  dispensed  with  those  necessary 
safeguard.s  of  state  rights  and  individual 
rights — those  provisions  for  the  proper 
conservation  of  the  public  policy  of  the 
country.  I  think  the  resolutions  proposed 
by  you,  sir,  in  so  far  as  they  are  in  the 
direction  of  limiting  the  powers  of  the 
senate,  do  not  go  in  the  right  direction, 
and  I  trust  that  in  Committee  we  shall  see 
our  way  to  make  a  veiy  necessary  amend¬ 
ment  in  that  respect.  I  have  perhap^J 
needlessly  offered  my  arguments  upon  this 
subject,  because,  excepting  by  the  speech 
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of  the  lion,  delegate  from  Victoria,  Mr. 
Deakin,  I  do  not  tliink  the  position  taken 
up  by  Sir  Samuel  Griflitli  has  been  seri¬ 
ously  challenged  by  any  member  of  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  Bird  :  Yes,  by  JNlr.  Munro  ! 

Mr.  TIIYNNE  :  At  all  events  by  not 
more  than  two,  and  the  arguments  offered 
already  in  response  to  the  views  of  those 
gentlemen  have  been  so  strong  that  it  was 
perhaps  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to 
allude  to  the  subject.  However,  I  thought 
those  pregnant  words  of  Professor  Hearn, 
andtheirapplication  in  the  present  instance, 
might,  with  utility,  be  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Convention.  There  is  one 
other  phase  of  the  subject  to  which  I  tliink 
no  allusion  has  yet  been  made.  It  is  a 
provision  which  I  think  would  add  very 
much  indeed  to  the  w’eight  and  influence 
of  the  resolutions  if  it  were  introduced 
hereafter  in  Committee.  I  think  these 
resolutions  would  be  much  embellished  and 
improved  did  they  contain  a  provision  which 
\vould  establish  the  right  of  the  people  of 
the  colonies  to  pass  not  only  the  proposed 
constitution,  but  to  have  all  future  amend¬ 
ments  of  it  submitted  to  their  direct  vote 
for  approval.  That  is  a  thoroughly  demo¬ 
cratic  system,  by  which  the  people  are 
guarded  against  hasty  and  ill-considered 
changes  of  the  constitution  ;  and  the  sug¬ 
gestion  which  I  make  is  one  w-hicb,  I 
think,  might  fairly  receive  from  gentlemen 
who  will  follow  me  a  little  consideration. 
It  has  already  been  suggested  that  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  referendum  would  be  a 
very  useful  thing.  I  am  not  now’  prepared 
to  fully  discuss  that  question.  It  w’ould 
take  me  a  long  time  to  elaborate  it ;  bub 
I  do  think  that,  whether  w’e  do  or  do  not 
at  any  future  time  introduce  the  referen¬ 
dum,  as  in  Switzerland,  in  its  application 
to  all  legislation,  we  may  very  well,  and 
wuth  great  advantage,  adopt  that  particu¬ 
lar  portion  of  it  w'hich  deals  wdth  consti¬ 
tutional  change.s.  It  is  in  accordance  with 


the  theory  whicli  I  put  forw^ard,  of  the 
people  being  the  great  power — really  the 
sovereign  power — in  these  states  that,  be¬ 
fore  the  Crown  is  asked  to  give  its  assent 
to  any  legislation  making  changes  in  the 
Constitution,  the  people  themselves  should 
be  asked  to  give  their  sanction  to  it. 
There  is  one  other  subject  in  connection 
with  these  resolutions,  to  wdiich  I  will 
very  shortly  refer.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  executive,  as  proposed  in  these  re¬ 
solutions,  is  liable  to  become  the  crea¬ 
ture  of  the  populous  colonies.  We  must 
guard  against  that.  Unless  we  desire  to 
postpone  federation  indefinitely,  we  must 
consider  the  institutions  with  which  we 
have  to  deal.  We  have  to  consult  them  ; 
we  are  asking  for  a  surrender  of  power  on 
the  part  of  the  different  legislatures,  and 
w’e  have  to  reckon  w’ith  them  w’ith  regard 
to  the  quid  pro  quo  they  are  to  receive 
for  that  surrender.  Unless  they  have 
some  evidence  that  there  is  a  thorough 
and  complete  intention  to  deal  fairly 
and  evenly  with  all  of  the  colonies, 
whether  large  in  population  or  not,  I 
think  those  with  large  populations  will 
be  as  ready  to  reject  our  work  as  those 
wuth  small  ones.  There  is  one  other  ele¬ 
ment  which  has  been  suggested  to  me  by 
the  paragi'aph  of  the  resolutions  w’ith  re¬ 
ference  to  military  and  naval  defences.  I 
think  we  shall  do  a  useful  w’ork,  that  w’e 
shall  do  a  good  thing,  by  making  it  a  part 
of  the  Constitution  of  Australia  that  in 
time  of  w’ar  every  man  in  it  shall  be 
liable  to  be  called  upon  to  undergo  mili¬ 
tary  service.  I  think  that  would  be  a 
great  step  in  advance — a  step  that  w’ould 
secure  for  us  the  active  interest  and  sup¬ 
port  of  all  the  people  in  these  colonies; 
and  I  am  sure  w^e  cannot  afford  to  disown 
or  to  disregard  any  one  of  those  souixjes  of 
influence  w’e  ought  to  exercise  upon  the 
people.  I  have  to  thank  hon.  members  of 
the  Convention  for  the  patient  liearing  they 
have  given  mo.  In  taking  advantage  of 
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tills  opportunity  to  express  a  fe'sv  ideas 
upon  tins  subject,  I  trust  I  have  made 
some  slight  contribution  to  the  debate  j 
and  I  hope  that  in  the  later  discussions 
which  will  undoubtedly  take  place  in  Com¬ 
mittee  on  each  of  the  diftei’cnt  proposals, 
we  shall  have  as  instructive  a  debate  as  we 
have  had  from  those  lion,  members  who 
have  preceded  me  upon  this  question. 

ADDRESSES. 

The  President  :  I  have  to  announce  to 
the  Convention  the  receipt  of  the  following 
letter  from  the  AVesleyan  Conference  : — 
Sydney,  5tli  March,  1891. 
The  Secretary,  the  Federation  Convention. 

Sir, 

The  conference  has  prepared  an  address 
to  the  Convention,  and  the  Revs.  A.  J.  Wehb 
and  John  Gardiner  have  l>een  appointed  to  pre¬ 
sent  it. 

Would  yon  please  be  so  good  as  to  obtain 
for  ns  the  inforaiatiou  as  to  when  we  may  pre¬ 
sent  it.  I  have,  &c., 

Arthur  J.  Webb. 

I  propose  instructing  the  secretary  to  in¬ 
form  these  gentlemen  that  the  Convention 
will  receive  their  address  at  1 1  o'clock  on 
Monday,  unless  that  course  be  disapproved 
of. 

Sir  JOHN  BPxVY  :  Before  that  is  done 
I  desire  to  call  attention  to  this  fact :  tliat 
provision  has  been  made  for  the  proceedings 
of  the  Convention  being  governed  by  the 
standing  orders  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  understand,  therefore,  that  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  that  any  address  should  be  presented 
by  a  member  of  the  Convention.  The 
question  arises  is  it  desirable  to  permit  the 
presentation  of  addresses  in  the  way  sug¬ 
gested  ?  We  are  all  deeply  indebted  to  the 
Wesleyan  Conference  for  their  address,  and 
we  shall  be  glad  to  receive  it ;  but  I  think 
we  ought  to  consider  whether  it  should  not 
be  presented  through  a  member  of  the 
Convention  in  tlie  ordinary  parliamentary 
way. 

The  President  :  Since  the  views  ex- 
pres.sed  by  the  hon.  gentleman  appeared  to 
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be  generally  concurred  in,  T  will  instruct 
the  secretary  to  inform  the  Conference  of 
the  proper  course  of  procedure. 

The  secretary  road  the  following  tele- 
gi'ams :  -  - 

Tlie  Australian  Natives’  Association  of  Vic¬ 
toria  sends  gi'eetings  to  the  Federation  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  trusts  tliat  its  labours  will  result  in  a 
real  and  permanent  step  being  taken  towards  an 
early  establishment  of  Australian  federation. 

The  president  and  members  of  the  council  of 
the  Victorian  Chamber  of  ^lanufactiires  con¬ 
gratulate  the  President  and  delegates  of  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  colonies  upon  having  to-day  assembled  in 
conference  at  Sydney  for  the  purpose  of  drafting 
an  Australian  constitution,  and  fervently  pray 
that  their  laboiii*s  may  be  guided  by  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  and  result  in  the  adoption  of  a  federal 
constitution  which  will  prove  acceptiilde  to  the 
whole  of  the  peoples  of  Australia,  and  may  God 
save  the  Queen. 

Victorian  Manufacturers  recommend  free-trade 
throughout  Australasia,  also  free-trade  with 
Great  Britain  for  all  goods  not  produced  or  made 
ill  Australasia,  except  alcoholic  liquors. 

The  Federated  Builders  and  Contractors 
Association  of  Australasia  congratulates  the 
Federation  Convention  on  having  laid  the  found¬ 
ation  of  Australian  national  unity,  and  trusts 
that  the  structure  built  on  it  during  the  remain¬ 
ing  days  of  the  Convention  will  l>e  of  a  solid  and 
eiuluring  character,  and  satisfactory  to  the  whole 
of  the  Australian  people. 

FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION. 

THIRD  day’s  debate  RESUMED. 

1SU\  BAKER  :  I  move  : 

That  the  debate  he  now  adjourned  until  2 
o’clock. 

It  will  be  observed  that  I  have  named  2, 
instead  of  half-past,  as  heretofore. 

Hon.  Members  :  Commence  from  Mon¬ 
day  ! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Some  hon.  members  may 
have  made  appointments  on  tlie  strength 
of  the  practice  of  adjourning  until  half- 
past  2. 

The  President  :  It  Is  not  neces.sary  that 
any  motion  sliould  >>e  made.  I  intimate 
that  I  will  leave  tlie  chair  now  and  resume 
it  at  2  o'clock. 
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Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  Some  hon.  nieuibers 
liave  made  eiigageinents  for  to-day.  Com¬ 
mence  the  new  hour  on  Monday. 

The  President  :  Then  I  will  leave  the 
cliair  until  half-past  2  o’clock. 

Mr.  BAKER :  I  am  extremely  obliged 
to  lion,  members  for  greeting  me  in  the  cor¬ 
dial  way  tliey  have  done.  I  take  it  to  be  a 
mark  of  appreciation  of  wliat  I  have  done 
in  the  way  of  providing  them  with  informa¬ 
tion  and  enabling  them  to  take  pmctically 
the  first  step  towards,  as  Aristotle  says, 
successful  investigation  by  asking  the  right 
question.  I  intend  to  follow’  the  example 
of  those  members  who  have  been  as  brief 
as  possible  in  their  remarks  and  have 
not  wandered  away  from  the  resolutions 
placed  before  them.  It  will  be  sufficient, 
it  seems  to  me,  to  discuss  matters  w  hich 
are  not  included  within  this  paper  when 
they  are  submitted  to  us.  We  un 
doubtedly  shall  have  to  discuss  a  great 
many  questions  other  than  those  wdiicli 
are  embraced  in  these  resolutions,  and  I 
think  I  shall  be  meeting  the  wishes  of 
this  assembly  if  I  confine  myself  as 
strictly  as  possible  to  the  great  questions 
which  are  involved  in  the  resolutions 
on  the  paper.  I  am  exceedingly  obliged 
to  the  hon.  members  who  have  preceded 
me  for  the  very  talented  and  able  speeches 
they  have  delivered,  because  they  en¬ 
able  me  to  confine  my  remarks  wdthin  a 
veiy  small  compass.  I  do  not  w’i.sh  to 
reiterate  arguments  w'hich  liave  been  put 
forward  ten  times  more  forcibly,  clearly, 
and  logically  than  I  can  put  them,  and 
although  I  hope  that  I  may  be  able  to 
make  some  supplementary  remarks,  I  can 
assure  hon.  gentlemen  that  I  do  not  wish 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Convention  by 
any  vain  repetiLion.  The  first  resolution 
contains  two  w'ords  w'hich  have  been 
alluded  to  only  once,  I  think,  during  this 
debate.  Those  two  words  are  territorial 
rights.”  The  resolution  lays  it  down  that 


the  territorial  rights  of  the  several  exist¬ 
ing  colonies  shall  remain  intact.  Now, 
those  two  w'ords  seem  to  me  to  be  more 
pregnant  wdth  meaning  than  would  at  first 
appear.  I  have  heard  it  stated  outside, 
in  fact  I  have  seen  it  in  print,  that  one  of 
the  objects  of  the  proposed  federation  was 
to  take  aw’ay  from  some  of  the  states — 
for  I  suppose  I  may  now  call  them  states 
— which  have  large  unsold  territories 
those  unsold  territories  in  order  that  the 
proceeds  may  be  placed  in  the  common 
tund.  Now  I  am  glad  that  we  can  give 
a  direct  negative  to  that  at  the  fii’st  start- 
ing  of  our  discussion.  But  these  w^ords 
appear  to  me  to  carry  with  them  a  funda¬ 
mental  principle.  If  all  the  existing 
states  are  to  retain  the  whole  of  their 
territory  it  seems  to  me  that  we  shall  be 
laying  down  a  principle  ’vhich  I  hope  will 
be  rigidly  adhered  to,  of  separating  by  a.s 
salient  and  distinct  a  line  as  possible  all 
federal  finance  from  provincial  finance. 
We  know  that  the  difierent  states  have 
borrowed  various  amounts — amounts  which 
in  some  cases  come  up  to  X60  per  head, 
and  in  others  are  as  low*  as  £20  px'r  head, 
and  it  seems  to  me  to  follow,  that  if  all  the 
unsold  lands  of  each  state  are  tocontinue  to 
belong  to  that  state  it  will  be  unfair  for  the 
federal  government  to  assume  the  liabili¬ 
ties  of  the  several  provinces.  If  wo  arc 
going  to  make  a  common  fund  we  must 
make  a  common  fund  of  everything,  but  if 
each  state  is  going  to  retain  its  unsold  land 
it  seems  to  me  to  follow  that  we  shall  do 
what  was  done  in  the  United  States  when 
they  first  framed  their  constitution.  In 
that  country  they  did  not  mix  up  their 
federal  finance  in  any  way  whatever  with 
their  provincial  finance.  The  two  things 
were  as  separate  and  distinct  as  possible. 
I  will  admit  that  we  cannot,  perhaps,  al¬ 
together  refrain  from  taking  over  some  of 
the  public  works  of  tho  colonies,  and  con¬ 
sequently  paying  for  them.  If,  as  the  hon. 
mendjer,  Mr,  Playford,  remarked  the  other 
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day  'sve  are  to  assume  possession  of  all  the 
ships,  arsenals,  and  post-offices  belonging  to 
the  different  states,  these  will  have  to  be  paid 
for  by  the  federal  government,  either  in 
cash  or  by  assuming  the  responsibility  for 
an  equivalent  amount  of  states  debt.  That 
we  must  do  no  doubt ;  but  further  than 
that  I  hope  we  will  not  go.  History  has 
shown  us  that  of  all  questions  none  are  so 
pregnant  with  quarrels  and  jealousies  as 
that  of  finance.  If  we  once  commence 
as  a  federal  government  to  mix  up  federal 
finance  with  state  finance,  we  shall  in¬ 
evitably  arrive  at  the  result  wdiich  has  fol- 
lo^ved  in  Canada,  where  the  greatest  fric¬ 
tion  and  the  greatest  jealousies  and  conten¬ 
tions  have  arisen  between  the  Dominion 
Government  and  the  provincial  govern¬ 
ments  on  this  very  question  as  to  whether 
one  state  has,  or  has  not,  received  an  undue 
amount  of  federal  money.  As  Mr.  Gold- 
vrin  Smitli  says,  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
is  held  together  by  what  is  euphemistically 
defined  as  better  terms” — that  is,  each 
province  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  is 
constantly  tiding  to  get  the  better  of  its 
neighbours,  trying  to  obtain  more  from 
the  federal  government ;  and  I  am  afraid 
that  the  authors  of  the  Canadian  federa¬ 
tion,  in  mixing  up  federal  finance  wdth 
provincial  finance  have  laid  the  seeds  of  the 
dissolution  of  thatiinion.  The  second  ques¬ 
tion  involved  in  resolutions  2  and  3  .seems 
to  be  unanimously  conceded,  and  I  shall 
only  say  a  word  or  two  in  reference  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  member,  ]Mr.  Deakin, 
on  this  point.  That  hon.  gentleman,  as  a 
representative  of  the  gi'eat  colony  of  Vic¬ 
toria,  does  not  wdsh,  I  understand,  to  post¬ 
pone  the  power  of  the  federal  government 
to  alter  the  tariffs  of  the  dififerent  states ; 
but  he  wishes  to  cuidail  that  power  by  en¬ 
acting  ill  the  federal  constitution  that  al¬ 
though  in  any  particular  colony  they  may 
increase  the  tariff,  they  cannot  diminish  it, 
except  in  pursuanceof  limitations  fixedand 
definedin  the  federal  constitution.  At  least 
[J/r.  Baker. 


I  so  understood  him.  Another  aspect  of 
the  case  was  put  by  a  subsequent  speaker, 
the  hon.  member  who  wdshed  us  to  con.sider 
the  question  whether  it  w’ould  not  be  ad¬ 
visable  to  fix  a  definite  date,  and  to  say 
that  up  to  that  date  all  the  present  tariffs 
.should  continue  in  existence,  to  be  collected, 
I  presume,  by  the  federal  government,  or 
collected  by  the  states  governments  and 
lianded  over,  and  that  up  to  that  date  tho 
federal  legislature  should  have  no  power  in 
the  matter.  Both  these  proposals  are  advo¬ 
cated  w  ith  the  same  object  in  view%  namely, 
to  protect  people  wdio,  acting  under  the  law 
of  the  land,  have  invested  large  sums  of 
money  in  establishing  manufactories,  trade.s, 
and  industries  wdiich  w'ould  be  seriously 
crippled  and  imperilled  if  the  tariff  w^ere 
suddenly  lowered,  and  the  protective  duties 
w^hich  now  exist  suddenly  done  away  with. 
I  admit  there  is  very  great  force  in  the 
argument,  and  it  ought  to  be  carefully 
considered ;  but  I  am  somcwdiat  aston¬ 
ished  to  find  it  come  from  one  of  the 
delegates  from  Victoria.  We,  in  our 
small  colony,  consider,  whether  rightly  or 
wrongly,  and  have  considered  for  some 
time,  that  Victoria  is  eager  for  larger  mar¬ 
kets,  that  having,  as  w^e  all  admit,  ob¬ 
tained  the  start  of  us  in  her  manufactories, 
and  having  outrun  her  home  market,  she 
desires  to  obtain  markets  in  the  other 
colonies  for  her  productions  ;  and  we  look 
upon  it  that  one  of  tho  prices  which  w’e 
are  to  pay  for  this  boon  of  federation  is  to 
allow  Victoria  to  obtain  this  advantage. 
But  I  was  rather  astonished  that  the  lion, 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  should  be  tho  first 
to  bring  forward  that  view  of  tho  case. 
How'ever,  it  does  not  matter  very  much  who 
brings  it  forward.  I  admit  there  is  great 
force  in  it,  and  I  admit  that  either  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Deakin,  or  in  that  suggested  by  the 
lion,  member,  Mr.  Barton,  it  is  wortliy  of 
our  consideration,  and  that  we  ought  to 
weigh  the  interests  of  the  people  wliose 


Reaolulions. 


Ill 


[G  March,  1891.] 


Federal  Constilitiion  : 

claims  have  been  advocated  by  them.  The 
next  resolution  afiiriiis  : 

That  the  military  and  naval  defence  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  shall  be  intrusted  to  federal  forces  under 
one  ceinmaud. 

Of  course  that  is  a  sine  qua  non ;  and  I 
liope  we  shall  not  do  this  thing  by  halves. 
I  hope  we  shall  not,  as  has  been  done  in 
the  United  States,  provide  for  a  divided 
authority  over  any  of  our  forces,  whether 
those  forces  consist  of  a  standing  army, 
of  citizen  troops,  of  militia,  or  of  any  other 
description  of  force  whatever.  AVe  know 
that  great  difficulties  arose  in  America 
because  of  some  words  whicli  were  put 
into  the  constitution  of  that  country  pro¬ 
viding  that  the  militia  in  the  states 
were  to  be  officered  and  trained  by  the 
states  themselves,  and  that  although  the 
President  was  to  be  the  commander-in-chief 
when  they  were  called  out,  yet  the  United 
States  Government  was  only  to  be  en¬ 
titled  to  call  them  out  on  the  occurrence 
of  certain  specified  exigencies.  Now,  I 
hope  we  shall  do  nothing  of  that  sort.  I 
hope  that  the  federal  forces  of  ali  sorts 
and  descriptions  will  be  raised,  officered, 
trained,  and  paid  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  I  now  come  to  a  point  which  is 
one  of  our  difficulties,  and  which  has  been 
very  ably  spoken  to  by  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Deakin,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  hon. 
member,  ISlr,  Barton,  on  the  other.  It  is 
proposed  tliat  we  should  have  a  parlia¬ 
ment  to  consist  of  a  senate  and  a-  house 
of  representatives,  and  that  the  senate 
should  consist  of  an  equal  number  of 
members  fro»n  each  province.  The  first 
part  of  this  clause,  separated  from  the 
last  part,  gives  an  equal  power  in  the 
senate  to  each  constituent  state  of  the 
union.  But  that  power  is  taken  away  by 
the  latter  part  of  the  clause  which  limits 
and  curtails  the  power  of  the  senate,  and 
it  is  this  point,  to  which  our  attention 
was  first  directed  by  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  that  I  desire  now  to 


bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Convention. 
The  re.solution  says  : 

Subject  to  these  and  other  necessary  provi¬ 
sions,  this  Convention  approves  of  the  fi'aming 
of  a  federal  constitution. 

Now,  what  is  a  federation  1  Does  a  federal 
system  consist  in  delegating  to  the  central 
authority  certain  powers  and  functions, 
and  in  delegating  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  states  certain  other  powers  and  func¬ 
tions?  I  think  not.  I  think  a  federation 
consists  in  a  great  deal  more  than  that. 
A  federation,  as  it  appears  to  me,  consists 
in  the  fact  that  the  compact  made  be¬ 
tween  the  constituent  states  who  wish 
to  enter  into  that  federation  provides 
that  not  only  shall  the  legislatures  of  the 
diflTereni;  states  be  supreme  concerning 
the  powers  which  have  been  delegated  or 
left  to  them,  but  that  they  shall  also  have 
a  voice  as  states  concerning  the  powera 
which  are  delegated  to  the  fedei-al  govern¬ 
ment.  It  is,  perhaps,  a  somewhat  unfor¬ 
tunate  name,  as  it  has  turned  out,  that  we 
have  used  in  adopting  the  term  “senate.” 
If  we  liad  called  the  chamber  a  “  council 
of  the  states  ”  there  would  not,  perhaps, 
have  been  so  much  confusion  concerning 
its  constitution  and  its  functions.  That  is 
what  it  is  called  in  Switzerland,  and  that 
is  wiiat  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  call 
it  in  our  constitution,  because  it  clearly 
defines  what  the  chamber  really  is.  It  is 
in  no  shape  analogous  to  an  upper  hquse. 
An  upper  house  represents  and  is  elected 
by  a  portion  of  the  people ;  but  a  council 
of  the  states  is  elected  by  and  i^epresents 
the  whole  people.  It  is  elected  by  and  re¬ 
presents  the  wdiole  people  quite  as  much 
as  does  the  house  of  representatives.  The 
only  difference  is  that  the  constituents 
are  grouped  in  different  ways.  The  house 
of  representatives  is  elected  by  people 
grou2)ed  in  electoral  constituencies  con¬ 
taining  probably  an  equal  number  of 
voters,  and  the  council  of  the  states  is 
elected  by  the  people  grouped  in  states.  I 
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do  not  care  ^vhetller  the  election  to  the 
council  of  the  states  is  a  direct  election  by 
the  people,  acting  as  one  constituency,  and 
voting  by  universal  suflVage,  or  Avliether 
it  is  an  indirect  election,  the  election  being 
by  the  legislatures  who  arc  elected  for  that 
purpose.  In  either  case,  the  council  of 
states  represents  the  states,  and  I  think 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  was  .some¬ 
what  illogical  in  complaining  that  these 
resolutions  do  not  define  in  any  way  how 
the  senate  or  council  of  the  states  is  to  be 
elected.  I  think  it  would  have  been 
wrong  if  it  had  been  defined. 

!Mr.  Delvkin  :  I  did  not  complain  of 
tliat  1 

Mr.  BAKER :  Then  I  misunderstood 
the  hon.  member ;  but  I  will  say  that  if 
it  had  been  defined  it  would  have  been 
wrong,  because  the  mode  in  wdiich  the 
council  of  the  states  are  elected  is  not  a 
matter  which  primarily  affects  the  federal 
government.  It  is  a  matter  which  affects 
the  states,  and  there  is  no  reason  what¬ 
ever  why  one  state  should  not  send  its 
representatives  to  the  council  of  the  states 
ill  one  manner  while  one  state  should  send 
its  representatives  in  another  manner. 
That  is  done  in  Switzerland,  and  up  to 
the  year  1886  it  wa.s  done  to  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent  in  America,  because,  although  the 
American  Constitution  provided  that  the 
legislatures  of  the  states  should  elect  the 
members  of  the  senate,  it  did  not  pro¬ 
vide  ill  what  manner.  Therefore,  they 
were  elected  in  a  somewhat  clilferent 
manner  in  difierent  states  up  to  1886.  In 
the  Swiss  Constitution  .some  of  tlie  states 
representatives  are  elected  directly  by  the 
people  voting  as  one  constituency,  while 
in  other  states  they  are  elected  by  tJie 
legislature  of  the  state  ;  but  in  all  cases 
tliey  are  elected  eitlier  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  by  the  state  as  a  wdiole.  There¬ 
fore,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  essential 
for  us  to  define  tJie  manner  in  which 
the  council  of  the  states  shall  he  elected. 
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This  federation  has  been  defined  as  a  coiu- 
pound.  The  members  of  the  council  of  the 
states,  acting  on  behalf  of  those  states,  have 
as  much  right  to  consider  themselves  re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  people,  and  have  as 
much  right  to  claim  the  name  of  the 
popular  chamber  as  has  the  other  branch 
of  the  legislature.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if 
you  go  to  America,  if  you  judge  either  by 
American  writers,  or  by  the  opinions  of 
the  American  people,  you  will  find  that 
the  senate  is  the  popular  estate — I  do  not 
say  in  the  mode  of  its  election,  but  j)opular 
ill  the  ordinary  sense  of  tlie  word  ;  that 
is  to  say,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
look  up  to,  revere,  and  respect  the  senate 
more  than  they  do  the  house  of  re])re- 
sentatives,  and,  therefore,  the  assumption 
of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  that 
the  house  of  representatives  would  he  the 
people’s  house,  the  popular  house — that  all 
power  should  be  vested  in  it — is  unwar¬ 
ranted  by  facts,  and  contradicted  by  the 
experience  of  America.  The  hon.  memheiv 
Mr.  Deakin,  has  challenged  anybody  to 
show  ill  what  ivay  the  senate  or  council  of 
the  states,  ivith  limited  powers  such  as  he 
proposes  to  confer  on  them,  would  derogate 
from  the  states  rights.  Having  first  eii* 
iiinerated  the  subject-matters  which  were 
exclusively  delegated  to  the  dominion  par¬ 
liament,  he  said  : 

The  contention  of  those  who  support  the  argu¬ 
ment  is  l>y  implication  that  the  whole  of  these 
subjects,  if  legislated  upon,  will  involve  state 
rights.  I  meet  tlie  argument  at  once  with  a 
direct  negative,  l>y  cliallenging  hon.  meml>er8  to 
l>oiiit  to  au  instance  in  which  any  questions  such 
as  those  to  whicli  I  liave  referred  can  ho  legis¬ 
lated  upon  in  siicli  away  as  to  affect  state  nghts. 

•  .  .  .  •  IVhat  T  want  to  know’  is,  how 

any  province,  how  any.  colony,  can  consider  that 
its  rights  are  impaired  when  it  is  proposed  to 
deal  with  its  residents  in  exactly  the  same  way 
as  the  citizens  of  Au.stralia  in  every  other  colony 
of  the  group  are  dealt  with  ? 

A\"Iiat  do  we  mean  by  states  rights  ?  It 
appears  to  me  that  there  are  three  a.spccts 
in  wliich  they  may  bo  looked  upon.  First 
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of  all,  tlie  aspect  of  llic  rights  of  the  states 
as  siicli  states,  as  entities  having  powers  free 
and  untrainnielled,  not  only  in  all  matters 
which  have  not  been  exclusively  delegated 
to  the  provincial  governments,  but  also 
having  the  right  as  states  by  their  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  the  states  council — a  body 
possessing  co-equal  power  with  the  other 
branch  of  the  legislature  —  to  express 
a  free  and  untrammelled  opinion  in 
gross  and  in  detail  on  all  mattei's  of 
policy  and  legislation.  That  is  one  as¬ 
pect  of  states  rights  in  which  the  con¬ 
tention  of  the  lion,  member  is  clearly 
wrong  ;  because  if  the  senate  is  a  separate 
body,  as  he  suggests,  a  body  with  crippled 
and  impaired  powers,  sapped  and  under¬ 
mined  in  the  way  in  which  he  suggests, 
how  can  it  exercise  those  state  rights  in 
the  free  and  untrammelled  manner  in 
which  they  ought  to  exercise  them  ]  How 
can  they  exercise  a  free  opinion — an 
opinion  which  they  ouglit  to  be  entitled  to 
give  as  the  representatives  of  their  states 
on  all  matters  that  come  before  them? 
What  I  understand  by  federation  is  that 
all  the  people  of  these  colonies,  although 
they  wish  to  form  one  nation  for  certain 
purposes,  although  they  wish  to  be  one 
nation  so  far  as  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  is  concerned,  they  wish  so  far  as  the 
states  council  is  concerned  to  preserve 
their  individuality,  to  exercise  their  powers 
freely,  and  in  an  untrammelled  manner  in 
the  other  portion  of  the  legislature.  There 
is  another  aspect  of  the  question  Avhich 
lias  been  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  member, 
]\Tr.  Barton.  No  matter  how  we  frame 
tliis  constitution,  concurrent  jurisdiction 
Mull  undoubtedly  arise  in  some  form  or 
other,  and  the  states  by  their  representa¬ 
tives  in  the  states  council  ought  to  have 
the  free  and  untrammelled  poM  cr  of  saying 
M'hether  or  not  in  this  concurrent  legislation 
the  matters  should  be  legislated  upon  by 
the  federal  or  states  legislatures.  Take 
the  case  M'hich  has  arisen  M'ith  reference  to 


the  bankruptcy  laws  in  America.  Without 
expressing  any  opinion  as  to  wdiether  or 
not  it  is  wise  for  the  federal  government 
to  establish  a  uniform  bankruptcy  laM'  all 
over  America,  w’e  knoM'  that  they  have 
never  done  so. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Yes,  they  did  so  in  1867  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  AYell,  tliey  did  not  do 
so  for  a  very  long  time.  I  am  not  express¬ 
ing  an  opinion  whether  they  have  or  have 
not  done  so,  or  should  have  done  so  ;  but 
this  is  a  question  on  which  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  states  in  the  states  council 
should  have  a  right  to  express  an  opinion 
as  to  wdiether  it  is  a  matter  that  should 
be  legislated  upon  by  the  states  or  by  the 
federal  parliament.  Then  there  is  another 
aspect  of  the  case.  The  words  states 
righbs,  I  presume,  are  large  enough  to  in¬ 
clude  the  interests  of  the  states,  and  it  is 
quite  clear  that  many  occasions  may  arise 
in  which  if  the  federal  council  of  the  states 
were  not  allowed  to  alter  money  bills  the 
larger  states  w'hich  were  repi-esented  by  a 
numerical  majority  in  the  house  of  represen¬ 
tatives  might  seriously  imperil  the  interests 
of  the  other  states.  Take  the  question  of 
postal  arrangements.  Supposing  one  or 
two  large  states,  with  a  large  majority  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  were  trading 
and  manufacturing  states,  with,  compari- 
tively  speaking,  a  small  amount  of  land, 
and  supposing  they  wdshed  to  concentrate 
all  the  trade  and  commerce  in  those  two 
states,  hoM’  easy  it  would  be  for  them  to 
do  so  !  It  would  only  be  necessary  for 
them  to  put  a  line  in  the  estimates  to 
enable  them  in  making  postal  contracts  to 
ensure  that  their  states  should  be  the 
only  termini  of  the  ocean  steamei's,  and 
they  w’ould  have  thus  placed  in  their 
hands  the  sole  control  of  trade  and  com¬ 
merce.  The  power  to  do  that  w'ould  not 
appear  in  any  bill  at  all  ;  it  would  simply 
be  an  item  in  the  estimates,  and  the 
federal  senate  w’ould  either  be  obliged  to 
dislocate  the  wdiole  financial  system  by 
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throwing  out  the  appi'opriation  bill,  or 
they  would  liave  to  submit  to  the  injustice. 
Again,  suppose  the  question  of  payment 
of  members  were  brought  up  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  which  might  insist  upon 
paying  members,  or  upon  increasing  the 
l>ayment.  The  smaller  states  might  object 
to  such  a  proposal ;  but  they  could  not 
give  effect  to  that  o])inion  unless  the  senate 
had  the  power  of  rejecting  the  item,  unless 
they  took  the  responsibility  of  dislocating 
the  whole  financial  system  of  the  country, 
by  throwing  out  the  appropriation  bill. 
There  is  another  way  in  which  the  matter 
may  be  put  Supposing  that  some  of  the 
states — the  smaller  states  probably — were 
in  the  position  of  having  their  chief  wealth 
in  land,  while  in  the  larger  states,  which 
would  have  the  numerical  majority  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  the  wealth  would 
chiefly  consist  in  trade,  commerce,  and 
manufactures,  Notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  no  doubt  it  will  be  laid  down  that  all 
taxation  is  to  be  uniform  throughout  the 
colonies  or  states,  still,  how  unfairly  a  heavy 
land-tax  would  operate  upon  the  smaller 
and  poorer  states,  which  would  have  to  bear 
the  burden,  while  the  richer  and  larger 
states  would,  in  comparison,  be  lightly 
taxed.  Is  not  that  a  case  in  which  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  states  ought  to  be  free  and  un- 
tranmiellecl  to  express  an  opinion]  No 
doubt  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  will 
answer,  “  But  tliey  can  reject  that  bill. 
They  can  throw  it  out  altogether.  I  am  not 
arguing  that  they  should  not  have  the  power 
of  vetoing  a  bill  as  a  whole.”  That  is  per¬ 
fectly  con-ect ;  but  if  the  council  of  the 
states  is  constituted  in  the  manner  that 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  suggests,  if 
its  powers  are  to  be  so  curtailed,  and  im¬ 
paired,  and  undermined,  as  he  suggests, 
w’e  know  very  well  that,  as  tlie  hon. 
member  himself  has  said,  they  vrould  not 
he  able  to  offer  a  strong  opposition.  If 
they  are  limited  in  their  powers,  not  only 
by  the  curtailment  of  those  powers,  but 
[d/r.  Baker, 


also  by  the  fact  that  the  best  men  would 
not  seek  seats  in  the  senate  if  it  Mere 
merely  a  recording  and  revising  house, 
how  could  we  suppose  that  such  a  body 
could  hold  its  own  against  the  brancli  of 
the  legislature  which  has  all  the  power, 
and  which,  if  we  have  a  responsible  min¬ 
istry,  would  also  contain  the  ministers  f 
I  maintain  that  if  the  senate  is  to  be 
constituted  in  the  w*ay  which  the  bon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  suggests,  it  will 
be  a  very  unsafe  guardian  of  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  smaller  states ;  but  I  assert 
that  if  it  has  equal  and  co-ordinate  i>ower 
Avilh  the  house  of  representatives,  it  will 
not  only  be  a  safeguard,  but  the  only  safe¬ 
guard  which  the  smaller  "states  can  obtain ; 
and  unless  they  do  obtain  that  safeguard, 
I  am  afraid  that  the  chances  of  their  en¬ 
tering  upon  this  federal  union  are  remote. 
We  are  told  by  several  hon.  members  that 
Ave  ought  to  adopt  the  British  Constitu¬ 
tion,  that  we  ought  to  work  on  safe  lines 
— lines  under  which  we  have  been  brought 
up,  and  under  which  most  of  us  haA'e 
worked.  We  are  told  that  Ave  ought  not 
to  try  experiments.  I  agree  Avith  these 
remarks  to  a  very  considerable  extent; 
but  I  am  afraid  Ave  must  try  experiments. 
If  imperial  federation,  Avhich  has  been  so 
much  talked  about,  Avere  accomplished  to¬ 
morrow,  the  British  Constitii  tion  Avould  have 
to  be  altered.  It  would  be  utterly  impos¬ 
sible  to  Avork  the  British  Constitution  as  a 
federal  constitution.  Would  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Deakin,  on  behalf  of  Victoria, 
consent  to  delegate  to  tlie  imperial  legisla- 
t\ire  all  the  powers  now  possessed  by  Vic¬ 
toria?  Would  he  consent  to  delegate  those 
powers  to  a  federated  imperial  parliament, 
Avhere  all  the  power  Avould  be  concentmted 
in  the  loAver  branch  of  the  legislature — 
the  House  of  Oonirnons — and  where  eacli 
colony  would  only  be  numerically  repre¬ 
sented  ?  Would  he  do  that?  Certainly 
not.  That  is  something  analogous  to  Avliat 
he  is  asking  us  to  do  now,  I  Avill  go 
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further  tlian  that.  AYoultl  he  hand  over 
the  power  of  regulating  the  fiscal  policy 
of  Victoria  to  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
even  if  the  House  of  Lords  were  done 
away  with,  and  if  a  senate  was  provided 
in  lieu  thereof,  to  which  the  members  were 
elected  in  equal  numbers  by  the  consti¬ 
tuent  parts  of  the  federation,  with  powers 
limited  and  reduced,  as  lie  seeks  to  re¬ 
duce  and  limit  the  powers  of  the  senate 
here  1  I  do  not  think  lie  would  do  that. 
I  think  they  would  very  soon  have  free- 
trade  ill  Victoria  if  such  a  course  were  pur¬ 
sued. 

Mr.  Dkakin  :  Put  the  question  the  other 
way — would  I  confer  the  power  upon  a 
senate  on  your  model  1 

Mr.  BAKER  :  That  is  another  thing. 
There  is  another  aspect  in  which  this  ques¬ 
tion  can  be  considered.  We  have  not 
only  to  frame  a  constitution  'svhich  will 
work  at  the  present  time,  but  we  have  to 
frame  a  constitution  wdiich  will  secure  the 
love  and  respect  of  the  people  of  Australia, 
to  which  they  will  adhere  in  the  yeai*s  to 
come — not  because,  as  has  been  well  said, 
they  are  coerced,  but  because  they  feel 
that  it  is  their  interest  to  do  so ;  be¬ 
au  se  they  feel  that  there  is  some  body  in 
the  federal  government  ■which  represents 
that  feeling  which  prevails  in  all  bodies, 
that  is,  the  local  feeling.  As  the  Swiss 
states  patriot  said,  “My  shirt  is  dearer 
to  me  than  my  coat,^^  and  in  all  federa¬ 
tions  w’e  find  that  the  states  look 
upon  the  states  council  as  representing 
their  feelings  and  rights ;  and  that  is 
one  of  the  bonds  of  their  union.  While 
no  doubt  they  look  upon  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  w'ith  affection  and  rcvspect, 
still  their  chief  affection  and  respect  is 
given  to  the  body  which  represents  their 
particular  state.  I  do  not  propo.se  to  con¬ 
tinue  that  branch  of  the  subject  any  fur¬ 
ther  ;  but  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
concerning  the  remarks  of  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber,  -Sir  Samuel  GrifEth.  In  the  able  and 


thoughtful  speech  which  he  delivered  he 
pointed  out  many  difficulties  which  beset 
us  ;  and  I  confess  that,  with  others,  I  liave 
been  exceedingly  perturlied  by  his  re¬ 
marks.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
this  council  of  the  states  being  so  entirely 
different,  as  it  must  be  in  its  constitution, 
powers,  and  functions,  from  an  upper  house, 
if  we  try  to  establish  resjmnsible  govern¬ 
ment  with  two  co-equal  and  co-ordinate 
houses,  w^e  are  trying  an  experiment,  and  an 
experiment  which  may  or  may  not  succeed. 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith  gave  us  the  theory  on 
which  responsible  government  is  founded. 
I  prefer  to  take  the  practice — the  absolute 
facts.  Theory  is  all  very  well,  but  what 
are  the  facts  ?  Tlie  facts  are  that  re.spon- 
sible  government  has  arisen  solely  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  one  branch  of  the  legislature 
usurping  all  power.  The  members  of  a 
re.sponsible  government  may  be  regarded 
as  a  committee  chosen  by  one  branch  of 
the  legislature,  not  perhaps  directly,  but 
by  a  premier  who  is  so  chosen,  and  who 
follows  what  he  conceives  to  be  the  wishes 
of  such  branch  of  the  legislature  in  choos¬ 
ing  his  colleagues.  And  the  question  is 
whether  we  can  reconcile  that  fact,  and 
can  ■work  that  system  in  wuth  two  co¬ 
ordinate  and  co-equal  branches  of  tlie  legis¬ 
lature.  I  admit  it  is  a  most  difficult  pro¬ 
blem,  and  it  is  one  to  which  I  am  not  pre¬ 
pared  at  present  to  give  a  solution.  But 
I  would  remind  the  members  of  this  Con¬ 
vention  that  in  two  colonies,  at  all  events, 
w’e  are  not  without  some  experience.  Of 
course  I  do  admit  to  its  fullest  possible 
extent,  the  fundamental  difference  be¬ 
tween  a  federal  council  of  the  states  and 
an  upper  house,  and  therefore  the  ex¬ 
perience  is  not  at  all  conclusive.  But 
the  legislation  which  has  taken  ])lace 
during  the  last  thirty  years  in  Tas¬ 
mania  and  South  Austmlia  throws  some 
light,  at  all  events,  on  the  subject — light 
wdiich  is,  perhaps,  not  so  familiar  to  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  as  it  is 
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to  the  delegates  from  those  two  colonies. 
Wo  have  two  branches  of  legislature,  co¬ 
ordinate  .and  co-equal  in  powers  in  those 
two  colonies,  except  so  far  as  the  initiation 
of  money  bills  is  concerned,  and  we  have 
got  under  them  some  how  or  other.  We 
certainly  have  not  done  so  without  fric¬ 
tion  ;  we  certainly  have  not  gone  on  witli- 
out  quarrels,  but  what  form  of  government 
is  carried  on  without  quarrels,  unless  it  be 
absolute  tyranny  1 

Mr.  Munro  :  There  is  friction  there  ! 

!Mr.  BAKER  :  And  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  friction  and  the  quari'els  in  the 
colonies  in  which  the  two  houses  of  par¬ 
liament  have  not  co-ordinate  jurisdiction 
have  been  quite  as  frequent  and  quite  as 
violent  as  in  the  two  colonies  I  have  men¬ 
tioned. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  It  is  because  they  claimed 
it ! 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  :  But  they  possess  it ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  understand  it  is  ex¬ 
pressly  laid  down  in  the  Victorian  Consti¬ 
tution  that  the  Legislative  Council  shall 
not  alter  money  bills. 

>.Ir.  CuTHBERT :  And  they  never  tried 
to  do  so  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  Those  are  the  words,  I 
understand,  either  by  direct  provision  or 
by  necessary  implication  which  the  lion, 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  wishes  to  place  in 
this  federal  constitution  as  limiting  the 
pow'ers  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Muxro:  Somethingbetter  than  that  1 

IVlr,  BAKER  :  And  if  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  could  claim  the  power,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  words,  what  is  the  good 
of  putting  w’ords  in  at  all  concerning 
tlie  matter  ^  But  I  do  not  understand, 
and  I  have  never  undei^stood,  that  any 
such  claim  was  ever  put  forward.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  lion,  members  for  having 
listened  to  me  so  attentively,  and,  in  con¬ 
clusion,  I  hope  that  we  shall  all  approacli 
tliis  subject  in  a  si>irit  of  amity  and  com- 
[J/r.  Baker, 


promise,  that  w’e  shall  all  be  prepared  to 
give  way  on  those  mattei-s  \vbieh  we  do 
not  consider  of  absolutely  vital  importance. 
I  approach  this  subject  in  that  spirit 
myself,  and  I  hope  that,  notwiilistanding 
the  difllculties,  the  many  difficulties,  which 
Lave  arisen, and  the  many  difficulties  w  hicli 
probably  will  arise  before  wo  conclude  our 
deliberations,  ^ve  sliall  be  able  to  frame 
some  constitution  wdiich  will  inaugurate 
the  dominion  of  Australia  under  tlie 
brightest  possible  auspices. 

^Ir.  BIRD  :  I  regret  very  much  tliat 
my  duties  in  connection  with  the  Postal 
Conference  this  morning  rendered  it  im¬ 
possible  for  me  to  attend  the  Convention, 
and,  consequently,  I  did  not  hear  what  I 
have  heard  characterised  as  the  very  able 
address  of  the  lion,  and  learned  member, 
Mr.  Barton.  I  shall,  therefore,  in  any  re¬ 
marks  I  have  to  make,  be  unable  to  speak 
with  a  knowledge  of  what  he  advanced. 
All  the  rest  of  the  delegates  I  have 
listened  to  with  close  attention  and  witli 
very  much  pleasure,  and  I  am  sure  that 
those  who  have  listened  to  tlie  debate  as 
far  as  it  has  proceeded  must  be  satisfied 
that  the  members  of  the  Convention  have 
brouglit  to  it  so  much  thought,  and  so 
much  earnestness,  that  it  au^rurs  well 
for  success.  I  take  it,  sir,  met  here  as 
we  are,  sent  here  by  parliaments  w'hicli 
have  admitted  the  desirableness  of  form¬ 
ing  a  federation,  there  is  no  need 
Avhatever  to  advance  any  argument  in 
favour  of  a  federal  union  of  these  colo¬ 
nies,  our  business  being  ratliei-,  under  our 
instructions,  to  consider  how  we  can  unite 
and  for  what  objecls  we  ought  to  unite. 
That  being  so,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  resolutions  whicli  you  have  submitted 
to  us  are  wdsely  limited  to  the  laying 
down  of  the  foundation  propositions  on 
which  we  think  a  union  should  be  based. 
At  any  rate  they  are  limited  to  opening 
up  those  questions  wdiich  must  be  con¬ 
sidered,  and  which  must  find  some  agree- 
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ment  among  the  membors  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  before  wo  can  elaborate  a  scheme  of 
federation  in  all  its  details.  There  is  one 
point  whicli  I  think  we  all  should  keep  in 
mind,  and  which,  judgingfrom  some  of  the 
speeches,  if  not  irom  all  of  them,  we  are 
keeping  in  mind,  and  that  is  tliat  we 
are  to  formulate  a  scheme  of  federation 
whicli  will  be  just  to  all  tlie  oolonie.s.  I 
may  here  express  my  fear  that  if  the  re¬ 
solutions  are  agreed  to  in  their  present 
form  the  scheme  formulated  upon  such 
a  basis  will  nob  be  thoroughly  just  to  all 
the  colonies.  I  think,  as  I  believe  I  heard 
it  put  this  morning  by  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  John  Downer,  that  there  is  an  incon¬ 
sistency  between  the  first  resolution  of  the 
first  series  and  the  first  resolution  of  the 
second  series,  and  in  regard  to  that  incon¬ 
sistency  I  shall  .say  something  hereafter. 
Broadly,  takingthe  fir.stseries  of  resolutions 
in  their  general  terms,  and  as  the  embodi¬ 
ment  of  certain  principles,  though  perhaps 
not  expressed  in  the  exact  form  and  lan¬ 
guage  which  \\Q  may  approve,  it  appears  to 
me  that  those  resolutions  may  be,  and  will 
bo,  generally  agreed  to.  But,  as  I  have 
said,  if  the  system  of  government  which 
is  foreshadowed  in  the  second  series  of  re¬ 
solutions  is  to  be  adopted,  I  can  hardly 
think  it  will  be  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  first  of  these 
resolutions,  that  the  state  shall  not  sur¬ 
render  any  of  the  rights  and  [)rivileges  and 
powers  which  they  now  pos.sess.  Now, 
taking  the  first  series  in  their  order,  T  am 
sure  Ave  must  all  agree  that  there  can  be  no 
union  of  these  colonies  unless  upon  such 
terms  as  are  there  set  forth — that  there 
shall  bo  nosurrender  of  any  right,  or  power, 
or  privilege,  excc2)t  such  as  is  admitted  to 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  good  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  union  as  a  whole.  And 
if  we  should  formulate  any  scheme  wliich 
would  invade  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  several  states,  I  am  sure  it  will 
be  in  vain  that  we  shall  go  back  to  our 


respective  colonies  and  ask  them  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  scheme  and  join  the  union.  Of 
course,  .sir,  while  we  baldly  .say  we  shall 
give  up,  and  ask  the  colonies  to  give  up, 
nothing  but  wliat  is  absolutely  neces.sary, 
we  can  all  agree  to  that  form  of  words.  It 
is  when  we  get  into  Committee  and  hear 
what  is  necessary  that  we  may  find  diffi¬ 
culties ;  and,  indeed,  the  discussion,  as  far 
as  it  has  gone,  has  tended  to  show  that 
there  are  wide  divergencies  «al ready.  It 

appears  to  me  that  our  friends  from  Vic¬ 
toria  will  be  prepared  to  surrender  to 
the  federal  parliament  a  great  deal  more 
than  the  representatives  of  the  smaller 
colonies  will.  Whether  it  is  because  the 
gentlemen  from  Victoria  know  that  they 
will  probably  be,  in  connection  at  any  rate 
w  ith  the  other  large  colony  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,  namely.  New"  South  Wales,  in  a 
majority  amongst  the  representatives  of 
tlie  states  and  may  be  able  to  get  their 
own  w^ay,  and  that  that  is  the  rea.son  and 
ground  of  their  ready  acceptance  of  this 
proposal — w'ell,  one  can  hardly  at  present 
say.  But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  they 
are  more  ready  to  surrender  certain  state 
rights,  and  privileges,  and  powers,  than 
are  tlie  delegates  of  tlie  smaller  colonies 
who  have  spoken,  and  certainly  they  are 
more  willing  to  surrender  them  than  I,  as 
a  representative  among  others  of  the  small 
colony  of  Tasmania,  am  prepare<I  to  do. 

Mr.  Munro  :  We  are  not  willing  to 
surrender  one  state  right  that  the  hon. 
member  is  not  w'illing  to  surrender  ! 

Mr.  BIRD :  When  I  come  to  speak  of  the 
constitution  of  the  house  of  representatives 
and  of  the  senate,  I  may  have  something  to 
say  on  that  particular  point.  But  it  seem.s 
to  me  that  for  the  conservation  of  rights  in 
regard  to  taxation  and  expenditure  gener¬ 
ally,  the  state  of  Tasmania  will  require 
some  more  consideration  than  appears  to 
be  required  now  by  Victoria,  if  I  may 
judge  by  the  speeches  of  the  lion,  member.^, 
Mr.  ^Nlunro  and  Mr.  Deakin,  to  whom  I 
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listened  with  very  gix?at  pleasure.  Now, 
sir,  after  laying  down  the  i)roposition — 
that  tho  powers  and  privileges  and  territorial 
rights  of  the  several  existing  colonies  shall 
remain  intact,  except  in  respect  to  such  sur¬ 
renders  as  may  be  agreed  upon  as  necessary  and 
incidental  to  the  power  and  authority"  of  the 
national  federal  government — 
you  then  proceed  to  indicate  some  of  the 
most  important  surrenders  which  the  local 
legislature  will,  in  your  opinion,  be  called 
upon  to  make.  Tlie  first  of  these  is  the 
surrender  of  all  power  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  customs,  and  it  is  here  affirmed 
most  positively  that  the  trade  and  inter¬ 
course  between  the  federated  colonies  shall 
be  absolutely  free.  Sir,  if  I  may  judge 
by  what  has  fallen  from  the  bon.  member, 
Mr.  Deakin,  there  would  seem  to  be  a 
disposition  to  regard  that  surrender,  if  it 
is  to  take  place  immediately  upon  the  fede¬ 
ration  of  the  colonies,  as  partaking  to  some 
extent  of  injustice.  For  I  cannot  under¬ 
stand  his  expressed  wish — and  a  wish  that 
I  think  was  somewhat  similarly  expressed 
by  the  Lon.  member.  Sir  John  Downer — 
for  a  gi'adual  drop  from  a  system  of  pro¬ 
tection  in  the  various  colonies  which  liave 
established  that  policy  to  one  of  free-trade 
as  between  tlie  colonies,  but  as  indicative 
of  a  sense  that  there  will  be  injustice 
if,  all  at  once,  on  the  establishment  of 
this  federation,  there  is  to  be  free-trade 
between  all  the  colonies.  So  that  liere, 
at  the  outset,  we  find  ourselves  on  the 
point  of  a  difficulty,  and  one  that  I  hardly 
expected  to  be  raised  so  strongly  as  it  has 
been  raised  by  Victoria.  I  could  not  lielp 
feeling,  while  the  hon. member,  Mr.  Deakin, 
spoke  so  eloquently  in  regard  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  considering  those  intere.sts  which 
have  been  built  up  during  the  last  few 
years  in  Victoria  at  the  expenditure  of 
millions  of  money  _ _ 

Colonel  Smith  :  During  the  last  twenty 
years  ! 

Mr.  BIRD  :  I  could  not  help  feeling 
what  a  weakiie.ss  is  sliown  by  the  protec- 
\_Mr,  Bird. 


tionist  advocates  almost  ccntinually _ and 

more  particularly  in  a  case  like  that  of 
Victoria,  wliere,  after  so  many  y cal's’ 
operation  of  the  principles  of  protection, 
having,  as  one  would  have  supposed,  got 
themselves  so  tliorouglily  established  that 
they  could  beat  creation,  as  the  Yankees 
would  say,  in  manufacturing  industries 
and  ill  tlie  trade  of  the  surrounding  colo¬ 
nies — that  they  are  yet  afraid  to  give  that 
up  unless  it  be  by  the  gradual  process  of 
dropping  down  after  two,  three,  four,  or 
five  years.  I  should  not  have  been  very 
much  astonishetl,  sir,  if  we  had  an  argu¬ 
ment  like  that  from  South  Australia,  where 
a  protective  policy  has  been  so  recently 
brought  into  operation,  and  more  particu¬ 
larly  was  I  expecting  that  kind  of  a  re¬ 
quest  from  its  delegates,  after  tlie  state¬ 
ments  which  were  made  by  various  of  its 
representatives  at  the  Federal  Confw'etice 
in  Melbourne  last  year.  I  will  admit— 
though  I  am  not  a  strong  protectionist 
and  certainly  by  no  means  an  ardent 
free-trader,  but  something  that  goes  be* 
tween — I  will  admit  that  there  would 
have  been  a  great  deal  more  reason  in 
such  a  contention  from  South  Austi’alia 
than  there  is  in  it,  coming  as  it  does  from 
\  ictoria.  I  am  glad  to  learn  from  the 
hon.  membei-s  from  South  Australia  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  fact,  tliat  they  are  not  so 
anxious  to  perpetuate  that  policy  under 
the  federal  government  in  regard  to  inter- 
coui'se  between  the  several  colonies  as  they 
were  a  year  a,go,  and  that  we  shall  by  no 
means  have  the  same  amount  of  difficulty  in 
inducing  them  to  join  the  union,  if  free- 
trade  is  to  be  establislied  at  once  as  we 
should  have  had  if  we  had  started  to  form 
tlie  basis  of  union,  and  formulate  a  sclieine 
twelve  months  ago.  There  is  no  doubt 
tliat  where  large  sums  of  money  liave  been 
invested,  as  they  have  been  both  in  South 
Australia  and  Victoria  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  industries,  it  would  be  a  desirable 
thing  from  a  manufacturer’s  and  investor’s 
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point  of  view  to  gradually  drop  from  the 
system  wliich  protects  them  from  outside 
competition  to  one  under  which  all  trade 
will  be  free.  And  although  strongly  in¬ 
clined  and  disposed  to  advocate  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  free-trade  as  between  the  colonies 
in  the  federation  at  tlie  very  earliest  pos¬ 
sible  date,  believing,  as  I  do,  strongly  that 
the  sooner  we  adopt  free-trade  between  all 
these  colonies  the  better  for  them  all,  yet 
notwithstanding  that,  I  would  not  like  to 
say  that  in  the  interest  of  securing  a  union 
of  all  these  colonies,  1  would  not  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  agree  to  a  proposal  which  might 
perpetuate  the  existing  policies  in  some  of 
those  colonies  for  a  shorter  or  longer 

O 

period,  if  a  time  be  fixed  for  establishing 
an  absolutely  uniform  tariff  throughout  the 
wliole  of  the  colonies. 

Colonel  Smith  :  A  uniform  protectionist 
tariff ! 

Mr.  BIRD  :  No,  I  am  not  a  protection¬ 
ist  ;  and  these  remarks  do  not  indicate  it. 
They  only  indicate  that  I  am  a  unionist ; 
and  I  am  quite  prepared  to  make  conces¬ 
sions  as  an  individual  member  of  this  Con¬ 
vention  to  secure  a  union  ;  and  I  know 
that  if  that  same  spirit  prevails  on  all 
liand.s,  we  shall  have  a  most  successful 
issue  of  our  labours  in  this  particular 
work.  I  do  not  know  that  any  very  great 
harm  would  come  if  we  had  to  perpetuate 
existing  tariffs  even  to  a  longer  and  remoter 
datetlian  that  which  will  be  the  very  earliest 
time  that  the  federal  [)arliament  can  pre¬ 
pare  a  new  tariff.  But  certainly  my  impres¬ 
sion  is,  sir,  that  the  time  which  must  lapse 
before  a  federal  parliament  can  meet  and 
have  a  session  or  two  in  which  to  formu¬ 
late  and  carry  through  a  tariff  for  the 
various  colonies  will  be  ample  to  prepare 
the  various  manufacturers  and  industries 
generally,  whether  in  South  Australia  or 
Victoria,  for  the  new  policy,  and  that  in 
that  way  we  may  perhaps  not  have  to  de¬ 
fer  the  introduction  of  the  uniform  tariff 
beyond  the  earliest  date  at  which  it  is 


possible  to  be  introduced  under  the  federal 
government.  I  do  not  know  that  I  need 
say  more  in  regard  to  the  absolute  neces¬ 
sity,  as  I  take  it,  of  there  being  a  uniform 
tariff  throughout  these  colonies  ;  but  that 
there  should  be  free-trade  as  between 
themselves  I  think  is  beyond  doubt,  and  I 
arn  very  glad  indeed  to  find  that  even  the 
most  ardent  protectionists  who  have 
spoken  here,  as  well  as  those  who  are  not 
members  of  this  Convention,  who  have 
spoken  and  written  upon  this  question, 
appear  to  be  quite  of  opinion,  that  what¬ 
ever  the  future  policy  with  regard  to 
trade  with  the  outside  world  may  be,  it 
should  be  absolutely  free  as  between  the 
colonies  themselves.  I  w  ill  now  pass  on 
to  the  next  resolution,  tliat  is  the  fourth  of 
the  first  series,  which  sets  forth  that  “  the 
military  and  naval  defences  of  Australia 
shall  be  intrusted  to  federal  forces  under 
one  command.’^  Now  this,  with  one  quali¬ 
fication  w’hich  I  may  have  to  make  presently, 
entirely  accords  wdth  my  own  view's,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  w^e  shall  find  little,  if 
any  dissension  on  this  score  amongst  the 
members  of  this  Convention.  The  one 
qualification  w  hich  I  might  wish  to  make, 
or  I  would  rather  j^ut  it  as  a  suggestion 
which  I  feel  ought  to  be  thrown  in  here, 
is  as  to  the  scope  of  the  w^ords  which  are 
used  in  this  resolution.  I  quite  under¬ 
stand  that  you,  sir,  in  moving  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  federal 
government,  by  its  duly  appointed  com- 
mander-in-chief,  is  to  have  the  entire  con¬ 
trol  of  the  military  and  naval  defences  of 
tliese  colonies ;  but  you  did  not  explain 
w  hether  you  made  reference  only  to  those 
forces  which  had  been  raised  solely  by  the 
colonies  themselves,  or  w-hether  you  em¬ 
braced  in  your  resolution  the  idea  that  w'e 
w^ere  to  have  control  also,  in  the  federal 
government,  of  those  vessels  which  are  hei'e 
as  part  of  the  imperial  squadron,  and  to  the 
maintenance  of  which  all  the  colonies,  with 
the  exception  of  Queensland,  which  has 
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specially  i*efuseil,  have  uiulortakeii  to  con¬ 
tribute.  Now  this  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
very  important  question  which  has  hitherto 
been  overlooked  in  the  discussion  of  this 
resolution.  Do  you  mean,  sir,  that  all 
these  vessels  that  are  sent  out  by  the  Im¬ 
perial  Government,  olHcered  by  imperial 
men,  and  commanded  by  the  admiral  of  the 
station,  are  to  be,  as  part  of  the  defences 
of  Australia  to  which  we  as  several  colo¬ 
nies  are  now  contributing,  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  federal  government? 

Mr.  Munro  :  You  are  not  paying  for 
them  1 

Mr.  BIRD  :  We  are  paying  for  part  of 
them  ;  we  are  sharing  the  cost  with  the 
Imperial  Government,  and  it  is  a  question 
which  I  do  not  profess  to  be  able  to 
answer  no\v  as  to  how  far  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment,  with  such  powers  as  we  hope  it 
will  have,  is  to  be  in  a  state  of  partnership 
with  the  Imperial  Government  in  the  matter 
of  vessels  like  these,  and  as  to  how  far  it  is 
to  leave  the  control  of  tliese  vessels  in  time 
of  w’ar  in  the  hands  of  their  own  admiral, 
or  whether  their  control  is  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  our  Government.  I  merely  throw 
tliis  out  as  a  considei*ation  before  w^e  deal 
with  the  matter  in  the  scheme  which  we 
are  about  to  formulate.  Now,  I  come  to 
the  very  important  question  of  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  tlie  legislature  of  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment,  and,  as  I  have  l>efore  remarked, 
I  cannot  help  fearing,  and  am  bound,  tliere- 
fore,  to  express  my  fear,  re.specting  the  pro¬ 
posal  as  to  the  constitution  of  the  senate 
— call  it  by  what  name  you  will — the 
chamber  that  is  to  represent  the  states, 
and  I  may  add  perhaps,  also,  as  to  the  con¬ 
stitution  and  responsibility  of  the  execu¬ 
tive,  and  its  relations  to  tiic  two  houses, 
I  expressed  my  fear  that  the  proposals 
embodied  in  this  second  scries  of  resolu¬ 
tions  are  somewhat  inconsistent  with  tlie 
principlelaiddowui  in  the  first  of  the  resolu¬ 
tions  which  youhave  submitted.  In  tlie  pro¬ 
posal  as  we  have  it  before  us,  the  states  as 
Bird. 


such  are  to  be  alloNved  no  power  to  deal 
witli  money  bills,  with  taxation,  or  with 
expenditure,  except  so  far  as  consists  in 
swallowing  whole  or  rejecting  entirely  the 
proposals  of  this  kind  that  come  from  the 
house  of  representatives.  Now,  I  ask 
with  all  seriousness,  w’ould  a  parliament 
formed  on  those  lines  be  just  to  all  the 
colonies  ?  If  tlie  house  of  representatives 
alone  is  to  have  the  power  to  tax  and  the 
power  to  appropriate,  what  protection 
have  the  smaller  states  of  tlie  group  in 
uch  a  legislature  as  this  ?  I  take  it  that 
justice  to  the  smaller  states — and  that  is 
the  thing  that  we  have  to  keep  in  mind 
in  framing  our  constitution — as  well  as  to 
the  larger  ones  will  necessitate  that  the 
power  of  veto  in  detail,  as  Sir  Samuel 
Grifiith  put  it,  the  power  of  veto  in  regard 
to  all  bills  that  deal  with  the  raising  or 
appropriation  of  money,  shall  be  vested  in 
the  second  chamber.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  colonies  would  consent — certainly 
I  do  not  think  tliat  the  smaller  colonies 
would  consent — to  surrender  that  power 
which  they  now  have  of  controlling  the 
amount  of  money  which  will  be  raised  by 
taxation  or  spent  for  any  purpose  wheat- 
soever  under  such  a  constitution  as  this. 
Is  it  conceivable  tliat  tliese  states,  colo¬ 
nies,  or  call  them  by  "what  name  you  will, 
will  be  content  to  group  themselves 
together  in  a  federal  union  and  as 
states  liave  no  more  power — I  may,  ad¬ 
visedly,  I  think  say  it — than  they  have 
under  the  present  Federal  Council  Act, 
For  if  you  are  going  to  withhold  all  the 
power  of  dealing  with  money,  either  as  to 
the  raising  or  expenditure  of  it,  from  the 
states  council  or  senate,  what  more  will 
you  leave  for  that  body  than  is  already 
possessed  in  the  way  of  powers  of  legisla¬ 
tion  by  the  existing  Federal  Council  1 
What  will  he  the  special  advantage  of 
having  a  second  house,  if  that  second 
house,  representing  the  states,  is  not  to 
have  more  power  than  would  be  given  to 
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it  iimler  the  proposals  in  these  resolution.s, 
or  more  power  than  is  now  possessed  by 
the  Federal  Council  of  Australasia?  Those 
who  argue  as  the  hon.  member  for  Vic¬ 
toria,  Mr.  Deakin,  did,  that  all  these 
money  powers  should  be  vested  absolutely 
in  the  one  house,  at  any  rate,  so  thoroughly 
that  another  chamber  would  have  no 
power  of  alteration  in  the  way  of  amend¬ 
ment,  are  really  arguing  for  government 
by  one  chamber,  and  that  indeed  by  the 
chamber  wdiich  does  not  in  the  least  de¬ 
gree  conserve  the  power  of  the  states, 
as  I  take  it  they  ought  to  be  con¬ 
served  ill  such  a  union  as  they  would  de¬ 
sire  to  see  brought  about.  Why,  the  most 
important  questions  w  hich  the  states  w’ill 
have  to  consider  are  those  that  connect 
themselves  with  money  bills,  taxation,  and 
the  whole"  of  the  expenditure  in  connection 
with  defence  and  the  general  government 
of  the  country.  These  matters  are  those 
in  which  the  states  are  closely  and  deeply 
interested  ;  and  if  you  are  to  say  tliat  only 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  wdiere  the 
individuals  of  the  several  states  have  their 
will  recorded  by  the  votes  of  the  majority 
of  the  whole,  is  there  to  be  power  to  deal 
with  these  very  important  questions,  it 
seems  to  me  that  you  deprive  the  various 
states  of  those  powers  wdiich  they  ought  to 
have  reserved  to  them  in  the  senate  of  the 
new  government.  With  these  view’s,  whicli 
I  have  briefly  and  freely  expressed,  I  leave 
this  part  of  my  subject  by  saying  that  I 
feel  perfectly  sure  that  w^e  shall  not  be  able 
to  establish  a  union  into  w’hich  the  wdiole 
of  the  colonies  wdll  come,  and  which 
will  be  just  to  them  all,  unless  w’e  estab¬ 
lish  it  on  something  like  those  broad  lines 
whicli  I,  in  common  with  tw’o  or  three 
of  the  speakers  wlio  preceded  me,  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  indicating.  I  do  not 
know  wliy  we  should  fear  to  give  to  the 
senate — to  the  state-  council — the  pow’er 
to  deal  with  money  bills.  We  are  prepared 
to  intrust  them  with  every  other  legisla¬ 


tion,  mucli  of  which  is  very  important, 
and  in  regard  to  all  of  wdiich  the  majority 
of  the  states,  as  oj^posed  to  the  majority 
of  individuals,  will  have  sway,  and  I  ask 
wdiy  should  w  e  hesitate  to  place  that  same 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  majority  of  the 
states  in  regard  to  money  bills  in  general 
as  we  are  prepared  to  place  in  their  hands 
ill  regard  to  all  otlier  matters  of  very  im¬ 
portant  legislation  ?  I  cannot  help  feeling 
that  the  hesitation  on  the  part  of  some 
hon.  members  who  have  spoken,  and  pos¬ 
sibly  on  the  part  of  others  who  may  speak, 
to  agree  to  placing  such  pow’er  in  the 
hands  of  the  senate  arises  from  their  over¬ 
looking,  to  a  larger  extent  than  they  are 
aw’are,  the  essential  difierence  whicli 
tliere  will  be,  or  at  any  rate  which  there 
ought  to  be,  between  the  senate  of  the 
federal  government  and  the  House  of  Lord.s 
or  any  upper  house  with  which  we  are 
familiar  in  these  colonies.  TV e  shall  make  a 
very  great  mistake  if  we  do  not  bring  the 
senate  under  our  new  constitution  into 
close  touch  w  ith  the  people  of  the  several 
states.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  the  very 
telling  remarks  which  fell  from  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  yesterday,  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  having  the  senate  purely 
representative  of  the  people.  They  were  in 
connection  w’ith  the  argument  by  which  he 
w’as  showing  the  necessity  of  having  the 
money  power  solely  in  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives;  but  it  struck  me  that  the  position 
he  took  up,  and  the  indications  he  gave 
of  w’hat  the  senate  might  be,  w’ent  far  to 
tell  against  his  own  argument,  and,  at 
any  rate,  showed  me  the  necessity  more, 
perhaps,  than  I  had  seen  it  before,  of 
having  the  senate  directly  in  touch  with 
the  people.  Now,  the  proposal  has  been 
made,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  here,  but  in 
the  discussions  of  these  questions  wdiicli 
have  taken  place  elsew’here,  and  in  the 
press,  that  the  senate  should  be  elected  by 
the  legislatures.  Well,  it  may  be  a  very  fair 
expedient  by  which  to  elect  members  for 
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the  second  chamber ;  but  on  giving  it  the 
fuller  consideration  that  I  am  now  giving  it 
from  day  to  day,  I  do  not  think  that  that 
would  be  the  best  method  of  electing  the 
members  of  the  senate.  We  do  not  want 
in  our  senate  either  nominees  or  represen¬ 
tatives  of  nominees.  We  know  that  some 
of  our  councils  in  these  colonies  are  com¬ 
posed  partly,  if  not  wholly,  of  nominee 
members,  and  we  do  not  consider  that 
they  are  the  proper  persons  to  elect  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  various  colonies  to  sit  as 
members  of  the  federal  council — that  they 
are  fitting  people  to  elect  persons  to  repre¬ 
sent  tliose  colonies  in  this  great  state  that 
is  to  be.  Nor  do  I  consider  that  the 
members  who  occupy  seats  in  tho.se  cham¬ 
bers  which  are  elected  by  the  propertied 
classes  should  elect  members  for  the  fede¬ 
ral  senate.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore, 
tliat  no  matter  what  the  constitutions  of 
the  councils  in  the  several  colonies  are, 
none  of  them  is  exactly  fit  to  elect  the 
members  of  the  federal  council — to  send 
to  the  senate  the  men  we  want  to 
represent  us  there.  Only  by  the  direct 
vote  of  the  majority  of  the  people  in  the 
severr  l  state-s,- each  state  sending  the  same 
number  to  the  federal  body  as  the  others 
send,  can  we  get  the  kind  of  senate  which 
we  ought  to  hava  If  we  get  a  senate 
of  that  kind,  it  will  be  so  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  legislative  councils  for  the 
various  colonies  and  the  House  of  Lords 
in  England,  that  w^e  may  safely  intrust  to 
it  powers  with  regard  to  money  bills  that 
we  would  never  think  of  intrusting  to 
some  of  the  councils  now  in  existence  ; 
and  it  is  because  of  tliis  essential  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  existing  colonial  upper 
houses  and  the  federal  council  that  is  to 
be,  that  we  may  strike  out  new  lines,  and 
\ery  safely  periiiit  to  the  senate  certain 
powers  which  we  have  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  permitting  so  fully  to  tlie  councils 
of  the  various  states.  On  the  same  grounds 
it  appears  to  me,  as  my  friend,  the  hon. 
[J/?*.  Bird, 


delegate  for  South  Australia,  Mr.  Baker, 
just  now  put  it,  we  may  have  to  try  ex¬ 
periments  in  regard  to  the  executive.  If 
'VS  e  are  going  to  have  a  council  which  is 
empowered  to  deal  with  money  bills,  we 
possibly  may  find  that  we  will  need  an 
executive  that  will  be  rc.sponsible  to 
both  houses,  and  that  the  re.solution,  as 
you,  sir,  have  moved  it,  would  in  thatpar- 
ticuhir  require  amplifying,  so  that  min¬ 
isters  should  not  hold  office  solely  at  the 
will  of  the  majority  of  one  house.  Of 
course  I  am  not  at  the  present  moment 
laying  down  any  definite  lines  on  which 
such  an  executive  ought  to  be  estab¬ 
lished,  and  ought  to  work ;  but  I  am 
throwing  out  suggestions  indicating  simply 
that  under  this  new  federal  system  we 
may  have  to  diverge  to  some  extent  from 
the  lines  which  we  have  hitherto  followed, 
even  in  regard  to  executive  government. 
Before  leaving  this  question  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  and  the  legislature  entirely,  I  would 
make  a  passing  reference  to  the  possible 
necessity  that  may  arise  for  the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  the  senate,  as  well  as  for  the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  the  house  of  representatives,  in  the 
event  of  anything  like  a  deadlock  between 
the  two  houses.  If  our  senate  is  to  be  so 
representative  of  tlie  people  as  I  have  in¬ 
dicated,  or  as  I  believe  that  it  should  be, 
there  would  be  a  propriety  in  requiring 
that  senate  to  be  dissolved  after  one  or 
two  attempts  to  pass  through  it  a  measure 
that  had  passedtliehou.seofrepresentatives. 
I  have  often  felt,  when  the  councils  of  our 
colonies  have  refused  to  pass  measures 
which  have  been  carried  by  large  majori¬ 
ties  of  the  house  of  assembly,  that  it  would 
be  a  very  good  tiling  if  the  gentlemen  Avho 
occupied  seats  in  those  upper  chambers 
were  required  to  go  to  tlieir  constituents 
to  be  told  what  the  constituents  thought 
of  tlieir  action.  It  is  very  pleasant  for 
them  ill  their  lordly  .dignity  to  say,  “  You 
can  go  to  your  constituents,  and  have  all  the 
trouble  of  an  election,  while  we  enjoy  the 
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fun”;  but  I  tliiiik  it  ^vould  be  a  good 
thing  under  the  new  constitution  that  if  the 
senate,  supposing  it  elected  in  tlie  way  I 
think  it  ought  to  be,  had  refused  once 
or  twice  to  pass  measures  to  which  the 
house  of  representatives  Iiad  agreed  by  a 
large  majority,  they  should  be  sent  to  their 
constituents,  so  that  we  should  have  a  new 
and  the  best  expression  of  opinion  from 
all  the  states  as  a  whole.  It  will  be  clear 
that  I  am  not  in  favour  of  that  resolution 
which  provides  for  a  perpetuity  of  the  senate 
in  the  way  the  resolutions  before  us  set  out. 
I  do  think  it  would  be  better  to  fix  a  term, 
as  is  fixed  for  the  representatives  of  the 
lower  house,  during  which  they  should  hold 
office,  and  that  they  should  be  under  similar 
conditions  to  tliO.se  which  I  have  indicated 
— liable  to  dissolution,  .so  that  the  people^s 
will  may  be  ascertained,  and  they  informed 
as  to  the  course  they  ought  to  pursue.  Not 
having  a  legal  mind,  and  not  being  versed 
in  legal  matters,  I  shall  act  wisely  if  I  leave 
such  questions  as  the  establishment  of  a 
judiciary  to  the  professional  men  who  are 
in  our  midst.  I  do  not  think  I  need  add 
nioi’e  to  the  remarks  I  have  made.  I  must 
express  my  gi-atifi cation  at  the  manner  in 
which  the  remarks  I  have  made  have  been 
received,  and  I  will  conclude  by  expressing 
a  ho2>e  that  our  deliberations,  how'ever  long 
continued,  or  how'ever  briefly  they  may 
last,  wull  result  in  the  preparation  of  such 
a  scheme  of  federation  as  shall  be  accept¬ 
able  to  our  several  colonies,  when  w'e  go 
back  to  them,  and  so  bring  about,  before  a 
very  long  thiie  shall  have  elapsed,  a  united 
Australia,  which  shall  be,  as  was  stated  by 
one  of  the  speakers  the  other  evening,  one 
of  the  brightest  jew'els  in  her  Majesty’s 
crown. 

Colonel  Smith  :  I  have  no  desire  to  inter¬ 
rupt  the  proceedings.  I  should  have  been 
glad,  however,  to  have  s2)oken  now  had  it 
not  been  that  some  documents  which  I  re- 
(juire  will  not  arrive  until  to-morrow.  I 
find  that  thirteen  hon.  niembei's  have 


already  spoken.  On  Monday  the  delegates 
from  Western  Australia  will  be  with  us, 
and  the  Convention  will  then  be  complete. 
As  far  as  I  can  gather,  we  shall,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  finish  this  part  of  our  i)roceedings  by 
W ednesday.  I  f  there  is  no  other  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  ready  to  speak,  I  w  ill  move  tlie  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  debate  until  Monday. 

Tlie  President  :  I  gathered  from  the 
feeling  displayed  yesterday,  that  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  Convention  are  unwilling  to 
adjourn  at  so  early  an  hour. 

Colonel  Smith  :  I  have  no  objection  to 
give  w'ay  to  any  one  else  wdio  wishes  to 
speak. 

Tlie  President  :  If  no  hon.  gentleman 
is  i^repared  to  proceed,  perhaps  the  hon. 
member,  Colonel  Smith,  will  move  the  ad¬ 
journment  of  the  debate. 

Motion  (by  Colonel  Smith)  proposed  : 

That  the  debate  be  adjourned  until  Monday. 

Question  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Sir  PATRICK  JENNINGS  :  I  have 
not  come  here  to-day  pre^iared  to  make 
any  elaborate  speech ;  but  I  am  prepared 
to  deliver  the  opinions  wdiich  I  hold  on  the 
great  question  presented  to  this  Conven¬ 
tion — opinions  deliberately  formed,  and 
which  wull  guide  me  in  my  action  on  this 
most  important  occasion  in  endeavouring 
to  come  to  a  right,  fair,  and  just  conclu¬ 
sion.  Before  proceeding  to  speak  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  resolutions,  I  may  say  that  I 
have  stood  up  now'  because  I  think  it  is 
important  that  we  should  proceed  as  expe¬ 
ditiously  as  2')0ssible  w’ith  the  great  work 
we  have  in  hand.  I  quite  a2D2:)reciate  the 
great  inconvenience  to  w’^hich  the  delegates 
from  Victoria,  Queensland,  Soutli  Austi*a- 
lia,  and  Tasmania  are  put  by  being  delayed 
here  unnecessarily ;  and  I  hope,  in  order 
to  carry  on  the  deliberations  of  this  Con¬ 
vention  as  quickly  as  })Ossible,  that,  having 
stood  here  nearly  all  this  week  shiver¬ 
ing  cn  the  brink,  every  member  present 
will  take  his  plunge  w'ith  all  reasonable 
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despatch.  Quoting  a  ^vord  or  two  from 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  at  the  last  ^Melbourne  conference, 
I  may  say  that  I  have  not  come  here  to 
take  part  in  any  mere  contest  of  declama¬ 
tion  ;  but  I  have  come  to  assist  with  all  the 
poor  help  I  can  give  in  arriving  at  the 
goal  and  achieving  the  great  object  we  all 
have  ill  view.  We  have  all  come  Iiere 
with  prepared  opinions,  I  believe,  after 
mature  thought,  and  I  am  quite  sure  with 
a  sincere  desire  to  accomplish  this  great 
work  ;  and  I  hold  that  it  would  be  calami¬ 
tous  to  the  whole  of  Australia  if,  by  any 
aindue  delay,  we  so  dallied  over  this  work 
as  to  prevent  us  from  bringing  it  to  a 
consummation  as  quickly  as  we  conveni¬ 
ently  can.  I  heard,  sir,  in  your  opening 
speech,  the  admirable  sentiment  that  we 
ought  all  to  be  animated  with  a  desire  to 
give  and  take — to  make  mutual  compro¬ 
mises  and,  indeed,  to  be  possessed  with  an 
animated  principle  of  unity  in  this  great 
cause.  I  do  not  for  one  moment  mean  to 
say  that  there  are  those  who  have  come 
here  rather  to  take  than  to  give ;  but  I 
do  hope  there  will  be  a  reasonable  com¬ 
promise  on  both  sides ;  and  I  should 
prefer,  instead  of  the  expression  give  and 
take,  or  take  and  give,  to  use  the  motto 
of  the  great  German  Chancellor,  do  ut 
des,  “  We  give  tliat  you  may  give  us 
back  again  and  that  is  the  true  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  compromise.  I  believe, 
unless  we  feel  deeply  the  obligation  cast 
upon  us  of  throwing  aside  all  prejudices, 
of  throwing  aside,  as  far  as  possible, 
all  causes  of  difference,  that  we  shall 
not  accomplish  the  object  we  have  in 
view.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  of  this  great 
continent  of  Au.stralia  are  upon  us.  Many 
things  are  expected  from  us  ;  much  is  ex¬ 
pected  from  us.  The  hopes  and  the 
prayers  of  the  large  majority  of  people 
are  for  the  success  of  this  Convention  ; 
and  I  know  and  feel  that  if  we  are  truly 
and  deeply  animated  with  the  proper 
[*Sir  PcUrick  Jennings, 


sentiments,  our  deliberations  will  result 
in  that  successful  issue  which  we  all  de¬ 
sire  to  attain — the  formation  of  one  great 
Australian  nation.  I  will  not  advert  to 
the  resolutions  in  detail,  because  I  am 
now  speaking  hurriedly,  without  prepara¬ 
tion.  I  find  from  the  resolutions  which 
liave  been  placed  before  the  Convention 
by  you,  Mr.  President,  that 

the  powers  and  privileges  and  territorial  rights 
of  the  several  existing  colonies  shall  remain 
intact. 

With  regard  to  the  powers  we  possess, 
and  which  have  been  given  us  under  a  very 
free  constitution ;  with  regard  to  the  pri¬ 
vileges  which  we  possess  under  that  Con¬ 
stitution  ;  and,  above  all,  with  regard  to 
the  territorial  rights  which  we  possess 
under  that  Constitution,  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words.  In  entering  into 
the  discussion  of  the  union  of  these  colo¬ 
nies  or  states,  I  hold  it  ^vould  be  a  most 
necessary  and  a  most  important  thing 
tliat  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  de¬ 
stroy  old  landmark.s,  or  to  alter  existing 
boundaries,  without  the  expressed  desire 
and  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
different  colonies.  I,  for  one,  most  plainly 
say  that  it  will  be  a  most  undesir¬ 
able  and  a  most  unwise  thing  to  attempt 
to  do  that.  There  are  a  thousand  reasons 
wliich  might  be  adduced  why  it  should 
not  be  done.  In  any  remarks  that  I  have 
had  to  make  to  our  own  colonists  on  this 
subject,  I  have  pointed  out  that  we,  in 
the  colony  of  New  South  Wales,  have 
within  our  territorial  limits  a  well-defined 
boundary,  a  boundary  whicli,  within  the 
last  forty  or  fifty  years,  has  been  curtailed 
on  the  one  side — the  Port  Phillip  side — 
by  a  large  portion  of  territory  being  taken 
away,  and  on  tlie  other  side  by  the  great 
territory  now’  known  as  Queensland  being 
taken  away.  I  am  not  quite  sure,  sir, 
w'hat  the  expression  “such  surrenders*’ 
may  imply.  If  it  means  anything  for  the 
good  of  tlie  wdiole  federation — if  it  im- 
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plies  something  necessary  for  federation, 
cand  not  any  readjustment  of  boundaries — 
then  I  say  we  are  i:)erfectly  willing ; 
and  I  am  quite  sure  tlie  whole  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  will  not  ask  for  anytliing  more  than 
that  this  particular  article  of  the  resolution 
which  you  have  put  before  us  should  be 
agreed  to.  I  may  add  that  the  circum- 
stancesof  tliis  colony  are  quitedifferent  from 
those  of  the  great  unoccupied  territories 
of  Western  Australia,  which  really  include, 
geographically  speaking,  one  third  portion 
of  the  whole  of  the  continent.  They  are  also 
different  from  the  circumstances  of  South 
Australia — a  colony  which,  including  the 
great  territory  of  Northern  Australia,  has 
under  its  jurisdiction  nearly  another  third 
of  the  continent.  We  are  also  different 
from  our  friends  in  Queensland,  in  which 
colony  even  now’  an  agitation  is  going  on 
for  division.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  these 
questions  are,  by  the  consent  and  desire  of 
tlie  inhabitants  of  the  different  colonies, 
left  to  the  federal  government,  which  w’e 
wish  to  see  established,  they  will,  when 
the  proper  time  comes,  be  dealt  wdth  in  a 
satisfactory  manner — perhaps  a  more  satis¬ 
factory  manner  than  if  they  were  remitted 
to  the  powder  which  has  for  many  years 
dealt  wdth  questions  of  that  soi*t.  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  more  than  a  few  w’ords  on  this 
occasion — and  1  am  speaking  more  for  the 
purpose  of  filling  up  the  time  than  of  airing 
my  own  opinions — and  I  w’ould  state,  wdth 
regard  to  the  first  portion  of  the  resolution, 
that  I  have  no  objection  to  offer  to  it. 
With  regard  to  the  second  portion  of  the 
1st  resolution,  I  have  always  maintained, 
and  feel  now’  particular  pleasure  in  being 
privileged  to  express  my  opinion,  that  one 
of  the  greatest  drawbacks  to  the  prosperity 
of  these  colonies,  one  of  those  festering 
sores  that  rankle  in  the  minds  of  colonists, 
is  the  arbitrary  customs  duties  wdiich  in¬ 
tercept  the  free  passage  of  goods  and  pro¬ 
duce  from  one  colony  to  the  other.  You, 
Mr.  President,  having  for  many  years  pre¬ 


sided  over  the  destinies  of  tliLs  colony,  must 
have  felt  what  a  sore  feeling  has  been 
produced  by  our  having  to  pay  the  border 
duties  w'hich  we  have  to  pay.  I  believe 
that  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  wdiicli 
could  possibly  accrue  to  the  whole  group 
of  colonies,  and  one  of  the  things  w’ithout 
which  I  hold  federation  to  be  a  mere  farce, 
and  absolutely  impossible,  is  free  inter¬ 
colonial  trade.  Unless  w'e  get  free  inter¬ 
colonial  trade,  federation  is  not  w’orth 
talking  about.  A  true  union  betw’een  us 
can  only  be  brought  about  in  that  w'ay, 
and  I  hold  that  to  be  of  greater  importance 
than  the  ultimate  question — tfie  question 
which  is  to  be  decided  in  the  future,  and 
upon  which  I  will  not  now  pronounce  an 
opinion — the  question  as  to  the  principles 
of  political  economy,  whether  of  free-trade 
or  protection,  so-called,  against  the  exterior 
commerce  of  the  countiy,  upon  which 
federation  wdll  be  brought  about.  If  I 
w  ere  to  state  my  opinion,  I  should  express 
the  belief  that  the  levying  of  duties  upon 
the  goods  from  foreign  countries  should  be 
made  as  nearly  as  possible  for  revenue 
purposes.  I  am  quite  aw-aro  that  it  has 
been  said,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  force, 
that  it  is  inevitable  that  these  duties 
should  be  levied  on  protective  lines.  T 
do  not  pretend  to  say  that  it  should  not 
be  so.  Very  frequently  large  differences 
of  opinion  exist  in  the  public  mind  as  to 
wdiich  is  the  better  system,  protection  or 
free-trade.  So  far  I  have  ahvays  upheld 
the  theory  of  free-trade  as  a  most  bene¬ 
ficent  theory  ;  but,  sir,  according  to  your 
ow’n  w’ords,  whatever  is  decided  upon  by 
the  majority  of  the  federal  legislature,  must 
be  submitted  to  for  the  good  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  I  say  plainly  that  my  political  creed 
is  this  :  that  federation  is  a  greater  good 
than  any  form  of  fiscal  legislation,  what¬ 
ever  it  may  be.  The  union  of  the  people — 
the  union  of  the  colonies — is  to  me  an  im¬ 
measurably  greater  and  higheraim  than  the 
establishment  of  any  fiscal  policy  wdiaiever. 
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There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  mili¬ 
tary  and  naval  defence  of  Australia  should 
be  intrusted  to  federal  forces  under  one 
command.  The  reason  why  I  pass  lightly 
over  these  matters  is  because  any  ex¬ 
pression  of  opinion  given  now  is  merely  a 
prelude  to  what  will  have  to  be  said  in  a 
much  more  detailed  manner  with  regard 
to  each  of  the  questions  dealt  with  by  the 
resolutions.  What  I  may  call  the  crux  of 
the  whole  matter  is  what  was  said  by  the 
hon,  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  powers  to  be  intrusted  to  some 
sort  of  upper  house — call  it  a  senate,  coun¬ 
cil,  or  what  you  will.  I  suppose  we  are 
all  agreed  that  there  must  be  two  cham- 
bei's,  based  very  much  on  the  principles 
laid  down  in  the  resolutions.  I  should 
strongly  oppose  any  copying  of  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Constitution  as  regards  the  system 
applied  there  of  senators  bemg  nominated 
by  the  Crown.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there 
were  very  good  reasons  for  it  at  the  time 
when  the  Canadians  adopted  that  principle, 
but  we  are  not  bound  to  simply  follow  any 
analogy  of  the  United  States  or  of  Canada 
or  any  other  country.  We  are  bound  to 
know  all  about  their  systems  by  way  of 
illustration  and  enlightenment,  but  not  to 
slavishly  follow  them.  We  are  here  under 
particular  circumstances,  by  no  means 
analogous  to  those  of  the  American  states 
when  the  convention  met  in  Philadelphia 
in  1787,  nor  have  we  had  the  idea  of  unity 
preached  to  us,  as  the  Canadians  have  had 
it  preached  to  them,  and  inculcated  in  them 
since  the  time  of  Lord  Durham,  but  which 
took  a  long  time  to  bear  fruit  because  of 
the  different  races  in,  and  the  different  pro¬ 
vincial  relations  of,  Canada.  We  are  in 
the  midst  of  a  much  better  state  of  things. 
Weare  undertaking  federation  deliberately 
without  external  pressure,  without  even 
its  being  forced  on  us  in  any  w^ay  by 
the  consideration  of  events,  except  that 
we  acknowledge  that,  in  the  pure  evolu¬ 
tion  of  events,  if  we  do  not  come  to- 
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gether  we  must  gradually  fall  asunder.  It 
is  because  I  feel  very  deeply  that  we 
ought  to  make  use  of  this  sentiment  of 
union,  and  to  combine  for  common  pur¬ 
poses  as  quickly  as  we  can,  that  I 
think  it  is  expedient,  and  I  am  glad  to 
perceive  that  this  distinguished  assembly 
of  gentlemen  from  all  parts  of  Australia, 
with  mature  experience,  appear  by  differ¬ 
ent  mental  processes  to  have  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  the  one  thing  we  ought 
to  do  while  we  are  in  a  pleasant  frame  of 
mind  is  to  draw  ourselves  together,  make 
a  close  union,  and  not  to  allow  causes  of 
difference  to  arise,  and  be  perpetuated  be¬ 
tween  us,  which  might  in  the  future  drive 
us  further  asunder  and  lead  to  a  state  of 
things  in  which  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  for  us  to  come  together  again.  I 
have  refrained  from  going  into  matters  of 
detail  as  regards  the  constitution  of  the 
federal  parliament ;  but  I  may  say  that  I 
believe  that  we  shall  be  far  better  off  if  we 
have  a  strong  upper  house  that  will  com¬ 
mand  respect,  and  as  nearly  as  possible 
under  the  circumstances  be  modelled  on 
the  upper  house  of  the  United  States 
rather  than  on  the  nominated  council  of 
Canada.  I  firmly  believe  tliat  the  argu¬ 
ments  used  by  the  hon.  the  Premier  of 
Queensland,  and  so  ably  supported  this 
morning  by  the  hon.  and  learned  member, 
Mr.  Barton,  are  irrefutable,  for  they  take 
into  account  the  two  great  factors  of  the 
situation.  We  want  a  democratic  ground¬ 
work  to  start  upon  ;  but  we  must  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  fact,  if  it  is  a  fact,  that  we  are 
a  union  of  separate  states,  each  having  its 
own  independence.  I  prefer  that  the  upper 
house  should  have  as  much  power  with 
regard  to  taxation  as  has  been  suggested  by 
the  hon. member, Sir  Samuel  Griffith.  With 
regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  judiciary, 
I  believe  that  if  we  had  a  supremo  court 
as  a  high  court  of  appeal  here,  to  deal  with 
all  legal  questions,  ninety-nine  cases  out 
of  every  liundred  would  be  more  speedily 
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and  more  accurately  dealt  Avith  than  if 
they  were  sent  to  the  Privy  Council  at 
lioine.  You,  sir,  said,  and  I  believe  cor¬ 
rectly,  that  the  Sovereign  would  still  be 
the  head  of  the  supreme  court  of  appeal 
in  England ;  and,  if  we  still  have  the  golden 
link  of  the  Crown,  then  the  Sovereign  will 
be  tlie  head  of  our  judiciary,  as  she  is  the 
head  of  the  court  of  appeal  in  England.  I 
regard  these  resolutions  as  being  sugges¬ 
tive  ;  and  if,  in  the  course  of  their  elabora¬ 
tion,  I,  in  my  poor,  humble  way,  can  do 
anything  to  promote  their  discussion  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  tend  to  a  speedy  and 
adequate  settlement  of  the  question  we 
have  in  hand,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  do 
so.  We  are  all  labouring  for  one  purpose ; 
we  are  all  intensely  animated  by  the  idea 
that  we  ought,  at  least,  to  attempt  to  bring 
about  a  union  as  well  and  as  early  as  pos¬ 
sible.  I  hope  that  this  will  be  the  animat¬ 
ing  principle  which  will  guide  us  through¬ 
out  our  discussions,  and  that,  whatever 
differences  of  opinion  may  arise,  we  shall 
bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  we  have  one 
common  object  to  attain,  and  that  now  is 
the  time  to  attain  it. 

Motion  (by  Colonel  Smith)  agreed  to : 

That  the  debate  be  now'  adjourned. 

Convention  adjourned  at  4*20  p.ra. 


MONDAY,  0  MARCH,  1S91. 


The  Roll— Western  Australia— Tlie  Hon.  William  Shiels— 
Federal  Constitution  (fourth  day’s  debate). 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m. 

THE  ROIX. 

The  Honorable  Henry  John  Wrixon, 
Q.O.,  M.P.,  a  delegate  of  Victoria,  and  the 
Honorable  John  Forrest,  C.M.G.,  M.P., 
the  Honorable  William  Edward  Marmion, 
M.P.,  the  Honorable  Sir  James  George 
Lee  Steere,  Kt.,  ]\LP.,  the  Honorable  John 
Arthur  Wright,  M.L.C.,  the  Honorable 


John  Winthrop  Hackett,  M.L.C.,  Alex¬ 
ander  Forrest,  Esq.,  IVl.P.,  and  William 
Thorley  Loton,  Esq.,  M.P.,  delegates  of 
Western  Australia,  subscribed  the  roll. 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIA. 

The  President  :  I  believe  that  I  shall 
only  express  the  feeling  of  every  delegate 
of  the  older  colonies  in  taking  this 
opportunity  to  welcome  the  delegates 
from  Western  Australia.  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia,  with  her  great  future  all  un¬ 
veiled  before  her,  is  the  latest  to  come  into 
the  family  of  free  states  in  Australia,  and 
her  service  to  us  is  eminently  great,  be¬ 
cause  she  completes  now  the  circle  wdthin 
wdiich,  so  far  as  the  soil  of  Australia  ex¬ 
tends,  there  is  only  one  form  of  govern¬ 
ment.  We  have  all  intensely  sympathised 
with  her  in  her  efforts  to  obtain  a  free 
constitution,  and  we  rejoice  in  the  achieve¬ 
ment  of  what  Ave  believe  will  be  a  great 
boon  to  her.  In  coming  to  this  Conven¬ 
tion  she  comes  not  simply  as  a  delegation, 
but  she  comes  to  lend  her  assistance  as  one 
of  the  first  acts  in  her  new,  free  existence. 
I  am  quite  .sure  I  can  say  on  behalf  of 
every  one  of  the  older  colonies,  that  we 
welcome  her  without  any  stint,  and  with 
the  utmost  cordiality. 

Mr.  J.  FORPEST  :  Mr.  President  and 
gentlemen, — On  behalf  of  tlie  colony  of 
Western  Australia,  I  most  sincerely  thank 
you  for  your  kindly  welcome  to  us  on  this 
great  occasion.  I  hope  that  the  admission 
of  Western  Australia  into  the  group  of 
self-governing  colonies  of  this  continent 
may  tend  to  the  general  advantage  of  this 
portion  of  her  Majesty's  dominions,  and 
that  it  will  prove  the  commencement  of  a 
greater  measure  of  prosperity  for  us.  As 
the  President  has  remarked,  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia  is  yet  in  its  infancy  as  regards  the 
development  of  its  resources,  and  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  its  political  institutions.  I  can 
only  express  the  hope  tliat  as  time  goes 
on  w^e  siiall  grow  in  material  w^ealth,  and 
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that  we  shall  enjoy  a  propoi'tionate  po¬ 
litical  development ;  also  that  the  colony 
will  so  conduct  her  affairs  as  a  member  of 
the  self-governing  colonies  of  Australia  as 
will  in  no  way  detract  from  that  high  posi¬ 
tion  Australia  lias  attained  as  a  loyal  and 
progressive  portion  of  her  Majesty’s  do¬ 
minions. 

THE  HON.  WILLIAM  SHIELS. 

The  President  :  I  desire  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  Contention  a  matter 
which,  I  think,  should  be  dealt  with  at 
once  before  we  proceed  with  our  ordinary 
business.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the 
Attorney-General  of  Victoria,  the  Hon, 
William  Shiels,  subscribed  the  roll  and 
took  his  seat  on  this  Convention,  under  a 
commission  issued  by  the  Governor-in- 
Council  in  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  Henry 
John  Wrixon,  who  had  been  formally 
elected  to  a  seat  on  the  Convention,  It 
has  been  represented  to  me,  not  by  the 
Hon.  James  Munro,  the  leader  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  Government  in  Victoria,  but  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  late  Government  in  Victoria, 
that  it  would  be  very  grateful  to  them  if 
the  Hon.  William  Shiels,  notwithstanding 
that  the  number  of  delegates  allotted  to 
each  colony  would  be  exceeded,  could  still 
be  allowed  to  sit  in  the  Convention  with 
the  understanding  that  he  would  not 
vote  in  any  division.  The  reason  for  con¬ 
ceding  this  much  to  Victoria  is  to  me 
very  obvious.  By  some  oversight  when 
the  delegates  were  elected  by  Parliament, 
there  was,  I  believe,  no  member  of  the 
government  elected  beside  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister,  Mr.  ^lunro,  and  unless  Mr.  Shiels 
be  allowed  the  privilege  of  remaining  upon 
the  understanding  that  he  will  not  take 
part  in  the  voting,  the  Prime  Minister  of 
Victoria  will  be  left  without  a  colleague 
in  his  government,  and  it  seems  on  that 
account  reasonable  if  the  Convention  can 
concede  so  much  that  Mr.  Shiels  should 
be  allowed  to  remain  upon  the  condition 
I  suggest,  notwithstanding  that  the  roll 
[J/r.  J,  Forrest, 


has  now  been  signed  by  the  late  attorney- 
general,  who  was  formally  appointed  as 
one  of  the  delegates.  With  regard  to 
voting,  perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say,  as  the  question  arises  now,  that  it  is 
my  fervent  trust  that  there  will  be  no 
voting  throughout  the  sittings  of  this  Con¬ 
vention.  Unless  w'e  can  by  some  manner 
or  other  come  to  an  agreement  without 
dividing,  the  ayes  to  the  right  and  the  noes 
to  the  left  of  the  chair,  there  will  be  less 
prospect  of  ultimate  concord  in  our  views. 
I  trust  that  after  a  fair  comparison  of 
our  view.s,  and  that  fair  conflict  of  rea¬ 
son  which  is  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  the 
present  debate,  w'e  shall  contrive  to  come 
to  our  conclusions  without  being  divided 
bv  direct  voting  for  the  ayes  and  for  the 
noes.  But  my  object  now  is  to  ask  the 
assent  of  the  Convention  to  Mr.  Shiels  re¬ 
maining,  on  the  condition  that  he  will  not 
take  part  in  any  voting  that  may  arise. 

Mr.  Abbott  :  At  an  earlier  stage  of 
our  proceedings,  I  intended  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Convention  to  the  fact  of 
Mr.  Shiels  being  here  at  all.  It  was  only 
out  of  courtesy,  I  take  it,  to  the  present 
Government  of  Victoria  that  he  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  take  a  seat  in  the  Convention 
when  he  did,  and  I  think  the  suggestion 
now  made,  that  he  should  be  allowed  to 
take  a  seat  here,  without  any  powers  and 
privileges  whatever,  is  not  reasonable  or 
warranted  by  the  circumstances.  We  have 
not  to  consider  political  changes  which  may 
have  taken  place  in  other  colonies,  and 
which  have  led  to  the  head  of  the  present 
Administration  in  Victoria  being  with¬ 
out  one  of  his  law  advisens.  When  the 
election  of  delegates  to  this  Convention 
was  made  by  the  Victorian  legislature, 
that  legislature  should  have  taken  all 
these  matters  into  consideration,  and  the 
inconvenience  of  tliere  not  being  a  law 
adviser  of  the  incoming  government  here 
rests,  not  with  the  Convention  or  with  the 
late  administration  in  Victoria,  but  entirely 
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with  the  legislature.  I  admit  that  it  would 
have  been  well  Lad  the  Premier  of  Vic¬ 
toria  had  with  liim  some  law  officer;  but 
as  the  legislature  it.self,  which  created  the 
delegates,  did  not  say  that  lie  sliould  be 
placed  in  that  position,  I  think  it  would 
be  very  improper  indeed  for  this  Conven¬ 
tion  to  allow  any  gentleman  to  sit  among 
us  who  would  be  legally  a  stranger  to  us. 
If  this  position  lie  conceded  to  Mr.  Shiels, 
why  should  not  the  gentlemen  who  repre¬ 
sent  the  Opposition  party  in  our  own  legisla¬ 
ture  claim  the  right  to  have  a  legal  adviser 
sitting  with  them  %  On  the  lii'st  day  on 
which  the  Convention  sat,  when  I  saw  Mr. 
Shiels  enter  the  chamber  and  take  his 
seat,  it  was  my  intention  to  direct  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Convention  to  the  fact  that, 
in  my  opinion,  he  had  no  legal  right  to  be 
liere ;  but  some  of  the  delegates  pointed 
out  to  me  that  it  would  appear  discour¬ 
teous  to  the  Victorian  Government  to 
take  the  objection,  and  for  that  reason  I 
abstained.  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria 
— I  do  not  know  wdiether  the  step  was 
taken  in  the  other  colonies — on  the  eve 
of  the  prorogation  of  their  parliaments, 
passed  a  resolution  which  was  moved  by 
leave  without  notice.  On  the  18th  De¬ 
cember,  for  instance,  in  the  Victorian 
Legislative  Assembly,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Shieis  himself,  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  was  passed  : — 

That  during  the  absence  of  any  representative 
of  this  colony  on  the  National  Convention  to  be 
held  in  Sydney  in  March,  1S91,  or  in  the  event 
of  any  vacancy  by  death,  resignation,  or  other¬ 
wise  on  such  representation,  the  Governor,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council,  is  hereby 
empowered  to  aj^point  a  member  of  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  or  the  Legislative  Assembly,  as 
the  case  may  be,  to  act  as  representative  of  this 
colony  on  such  Convention,  or  to  fill  such 
^'acancy.  ^ 

A  similar  resolution  was  moved  and  passed 
here  with  the  exception  tliat  no  provision 
was  made  for  the  absenceof  any  representa¬ 
tive.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  resolution 
I  have  read  is  so  broad  that  if  IMr.  Shiels 


could  come  in  under  a  general  commission 
and  take  the  seat  of  Mr.  Wrixon,  who  was 
absent  for  a  few  days  when  the  Conven¬ 
tion  met,  it  would  be  quite  proper  for  him 
to  come  in  and  take  the  seat  of  any  gentle¬ 
man  representing  Victoria  who  might  be 
absent  for  one  day  or  one  hour.  The  com¬ 
mission  itself  aj^pears  to  me  a  most  in¬ 
formal  document,  inasmuch  as  it  contem¬ 
plates  a  vacancy  which  had  not  arisen.  It 
is  dated,  I  find,  on  the  24th  February, 
whereas  the  Convention  did  not  sit  until 
the  2nd  of  March.  Kt  the  time  of  its 
issue,  therefore,  there  could  have  been  no 
vacancy  upon  the  Convention.  Notwith¬ 
standing  tliat  a  general  commission  was 
issued  to  Mr.  Shiels  to  take  a  seat  as  a 
delegate  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  any 
representative,  I  take  it  that  the  As¬ 
sembly  of  Victoria  and  the  Assembly  of 
this  colony  never  contemplated  that  any 
person  should  hold  a  general  commission 
to  take  a  seat  here  whenever  a  vacancy 
occurred.  That,  however,  may  be  beside 
tlie  question ;  but  I  strongly  object  to 
any  gentleman  being  allowed  to  sit  in  this 
Convention,  he  himself  not  being  a  dele¬ 
gate.  If  Mr.  Munro  wishes  to  consult 
this  gentleman,  and  I  admit  that  it  is 
highly  inconvenient  for  the  Premier  of 
the  neighbouring  colony  not  to  have,  as 
one  of  his  colleagues,  one  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  Government,  there  are  means  by 
which  he  can  consult  with  him.  Mr.  Shiels 
wdll  be  admitted  to  any  one  of  the  rooms  in 
the  precirictsof  the  chamber, and  can  in  that 
way  obtiiin  access  to  Mr.  IMunro ;  but  I 
protest  against  his  sitting  in  the  Convention 
w’hen  he  is  not  a  member  of  it. 

Mr.  Mcnro  :  The  President  con*ectly 
stated  the  case  wlicn  he  mentioned  that  it 
was  not  I  who  brought  this  matter  under 
his  notice.  I  have  not  interfered  in  the 
matter  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

Tlie  President  :  If  tlie  hon.  member 
will  pardon  me  for  a  moment,  I  think  it  is 
right  to  say  that  the  matter  was  brought 
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under  niy  notice  l>y  tlic  Hon.  Henry  Jolm 
AV rixon,  the  late  Attorney-General  of  A^ic- 
toria. 

Mr.  AIuxro:  What  I  wish  to  say  is 
this  :  that  I  know  Air.  Shicls  would  not 
take  a  seat  upon  the  Convention  unless 
he  were  invited  to  do  so  by  the  unanimous 
vote  of  its  meinbei*s.  An  objection  being 
now  raised,  it  is  quite  understood  that  Air. 
Shiels  would  not,  under  the  circumstances, 
take  a  seat  upon  the  Convention. 

FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION. 
rouKxn  day’s  debate. 

Debate  resumed  on  resolutions  proposed 
by  Sir  Henry  Parkes  {vide  fiage  23). 

Colonel  SAIITH  :  I  hojje,  sir,  it  will 
not  be  consideVed  out  of  place  if  I,  as  one 
of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Parliament 
of  A^ictoria,  offer  to  you  my  congi’atula- 
tious  upon  the  position  you  now  occupy. 
I  think  I  am  uttering,  not  only  my  own 
sentiments,  but  also  those  of  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Convention,  when  I  express  the 
hope  that  you  will  live  sufficiently  long  to 
see  the  consummation  of  the  work  which 
has  been  so  well  begun,  and  that  you  will 
be  in  a  position  to  advise  those  who  are 
intrusted  with  the  working  of  the  new 
constitution  when  it  corner  into  operation. 
I  intend  in  my  observations  to  follow  the 
example  so  w’ell  set  by  tlie  premiers  of 
several  of  the  colonies,  notably  the  Pre¬ 
mier  of  A^ictoria  and  the  Premier  of  South 
Australia,  in  making  my  remarks  as  brief 
as  possible.  Now',  I  have  been  consider¬ 
ing  since  the  debate  began,  that  one  fact, 
that  is,  that  every  speaker  who  has  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Convention  has  taken  it  as  a 
matter  settled,  as  a  question  that  has  been 
disposed  of,  that  is,  that  we  have  met,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  whether  we 
shall  have  fedcrcation  or  not,  but  to  settle 
tlie  terms  on  which  federation  shall  be 
carried  out.  That  is  a  very  plea.sing  fact, 
because,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain,  there  has  been  no  particular  en- 
\T1ie  President, 


thusiasm  amongst  the  people  of  the  various 
colonies  on  the  question.  AVhen  the  reso¬ 
lutions  passed  by  the  conference  in  Al el- 
bourne  had  permeated  the  whole  of  the 
colonies,  no  public  ujeetings  were  held  in 
opposition  to  those  re.solutions,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  I  take  it,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
w'e  are  not  here  to  deal  with  the  pre¬ 
liminary  question  as  to  the  expediency 
of  federation.  I  feel,  as  other  gentle¬ 
men  have  felt  in  addressing  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  that  the  propo.sal  has  been  accepted 
by  Australia,  provided  that  the  terms 
w  hich  W’e  are  met  to  settle  will  bo  just  and 
equitable  to  each  colony.  Therefore,  I 
now  intend  merely  to  address  myself  to 
three  questions  :  First,  defence  ;  second, 
the  fiscal  question  ;  and  third,  the  powers 
of  the  new  senate  which  it  is  proposed 
shall  be  created.  AV'ith  regard  to  the 
question  of  defence,  wdiether  w’e  do  or 
not  come  to  real,  sterling,  and  settled 
terms,  I  hope  w’e  shall  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  subject  of  defence.  I  ven¬ 
ture  to  say  that  w’e  would  not  occupy 
the  position  we  do  to-day  if  it  had  not  been 
for  that  question,  because  I  believe  it  w’a.s 
the  rei^ort  of  Alajor-General  Edwards  to 
you,  sir,  that  induced  you  to  take  the 
prominent  and  active  part  that  you  have 
taken  in  bringing  this  Convention  into 
existence,  and  in  urging  the  various  colo¬ 
nies  to  join,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of 
defence,  but  for  fiscal  union,  and  all  the 
ether  general  purposes  for  wdiich  dominions 
arc  established.  I  have  been  a  volunteer 
officer  myself  for  about  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  although  I  have  not  had  the  ad¬ 
vantage  enjoyed  l>y  the  lion,  member,  Cap¬ 
tain  Ku.s8(dl,  of  seeing  much  active  service. 
Still  I  have  ascertained  sufficient  to  enable 
me  to  judge  proj^erly  as  to  the  system  that 
ought  to  be  adopted  with  regard  to  the 
defences  of  Australia.  I  thought  it  my 
duty  before  coming  to  this  Convention  to 
ask  for  the  opinions  of  officers  of  the  forces 
in  the  colony  I  represent.  I  have  in  my 
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pos.session  a  ilocuinent  which  I  intend  to 
get  printed,  in  order  to  present  it  to  each 
member  of  the  Convention.  It  is  not  ex¬ 
actly  a  report,  but  more  of  a  memorandum, 
by  a  very  old  naval  officer  in  Victoria, 
Captain  Fullerton,  who  has  command  of 
the  Naval  Brigade  there.  I  believe  that 
some  of  the  suggestions  therein  contained 
will  commend  themselves  to  the  judgment 
of  members  of  the  Convention,  because, 
whatever  else  w'e  do,  if  the  colonies,  leav¬ 
ing  New  Zealand  out  of  the  question  at 
})resent,  do  not  join  freely  and  promptly, 
they  will  be  comparatively  helpless  with¬ 
out  any  general  scheme  of  defence.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  in  this  memorandum  willbe found 
a  scheme  which  will  carry  out  the  idea  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin, 
that  is,  that  we  should  have  a  standingarmy 
consisting  of  the  smallest  possible  number, 
but  which  could  be  enlarged  at  any  time 
when  required.  Such  a  scheme  would 
commend  itself  to  the  judgment  of  all  the 
)^>eople  of  Australasia.  If  federation  is 
carried  out  we  shall  have  a  population  of 
more  than  3,600,000  people.  It  is  not 
suggested  that  we  should  have  more  thar^ 
one  soldier  out  of  every  one  hundred  of 
population,  which  w’ould  give  us  a  stand¬ 
ing  army  of  36,000  men  who  would  be 
under  control  at  the  one  time.  Consider¬ 
ing  that  we  have  in  the  colonies  600,000 
men  of  what  is  called  the  soldier’s  age,  that 
is,  between  the  ages  of  20  and  45,  who, 
in  an  emergency,  could  be  called  upon  to 
undergo  a  reasonable  amount  of  drill  and 
be  called  upon  to  serve  if  required,  the 
mere  knowledge  of  such  a  fact  will  consti¬ 
tute  in  itself  a  very  important  defence.  I 
do  not  wish  to  dwell  largely  on  this  point, 
except  that  I  hope  the  Convention  will 
think  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  ap¬ 
point  a  committee  not  so  muck  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  bringing  up  an  exhaustive  report 
as  to  collect  the  evidence  which  the  various 
members  of  the  Convention  may  have  in 
their  po.ssession  on  the  subject.  The  com¬ 


mittee  I  suggest  could  bring  up  a  report 
with  regard  to  the  insertion  of  a  special 
clause  in  the  constitution  act,  which  we 
are  here  for  tlie  purpose  of  preparing.  I 
have  heard  many  members  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  say  that  they  are  free-traders.  Now, 
I  feel  bound  to  say,  as  representing  one  of 
the  largest  constituencies  in  A^ictoria,  not 
only  a  large  mining  constituency,  but  a 
manufacturing  constituency - 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  :  Where  ? 

Colonel  SMITH  :  A  place  called  Bal¬ 
larat.  I  thought  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Cuthbert,  knew  that  place,  as  he  has 
lived  there  for  thirty  years,  but  perhaps 
he  only  knows  part  of  the  constituency 
and  not  the  whole.  I  am  a  protectionist 
from  conviction,  the  same  as  you,  sir, 
are  a  free-trader  from  conviction,  and  I 
have  a  duty  to  perform,  that  is,  to  see 
that  if  this  question  of  federation  is  settled 
it  shall  be  done  in  a  way  which  will  be 
just  and  equitable  to  the  colony  I  repre 
sent,  as  well  as  to  the  other  colonies  wliich 
may  join.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
read  with  very  great  interest  the  report  of 
the  speeches  that  w’ere  delivered  in  the 
conference  at  Melbourne  last  year.  I  was 
very  mucli  surprised  to  find  that  when¬ 
ever  any  member  of  that  conference  ap¬ 
proached  the  fiscal  question  he  appeared 
to  fight  shy  of  it.  It  reminded  me  very 
much  of  the  sword  dance  which  I  have 
seen  on  one  or  two  occasions  on  St.  An¬ 
drew’s  Bay,  wlien  the  performers  seemed 
to  be  very  much  afraid  of  touching  the 
real  question,  without  the  settlement  of 
which  the  laboiu's  on  any  conference  are 
hopeless.  That  is  to  say,  unles.s  there  is 
some  reasonable  settlement  in  connection 
with  those  interests  which  have  sprung 
up  in  A^ictoria  and  in  other  colonies — 
which  are  springing  up  in  South  Australia 
as  well  as  in  this  colony  of  New  Soutli 
AVales — and  unless  some  reasonable  guaran¬ 
tee  is  given  to  the  people  in  those  colonies 
that  their  interests  are  not  to  be  sacrificed 
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— unless  some  reasonable  compromise  is 
arranged  on  that  question — I  doubt  very 
much  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  persuade 
my  constituents  to  join  a  federation  of  the 
kind  proposed.  I  want  hon.  members  wlio 
intend  to  address  the  Convention  to  say 
if  they  are  able  to  meet  that  dirticulty,  I 
want  them  to  explain  how  it  will  be  just 
and  equitable  to  Victoria  if  the  millions 
of  money  (I  am  speaking  within  the  mark) 
which  have  been  invested  in  manufactures 
there  are  to  be  sacrificed,  it  may  be  at  one 
fell  swoop,  without  any  notice  whatever. 
That  would  not  be  just  and  equitable  to  the 
small  colony  of  Victoria.  As  I  have  said, 
at  the  previous  conference  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  fought  shy  of  that  question  except 
one  hon.  member,  to  w^hom  I  give  credit 
for  plunging  into  the  arena  and  striking 
right  and  left,  without  any  mercy.  I 
refer  to  the  Premier  of  South  Austra¬ 
lia,  ^Ir.  Playford.  Most  of  all  he  struck 
the  small  colony  of  Victoria  for  erect¬ 
ing  what  he  termed  barriers.  Let  me 
tell  him  that  in  my  judgment  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  has  everything  to  gain  from  Vic¬ 
toria,  while  Victoria  has  very  little  to  gain 
from  South  Australia.  If  there  is  any 
danger,  although  I  do  not  think  there  is 
much  danger,  to  be  feared  by  South  Aus¬ 
tralia,  it  will  not  come  from  Victoria,  but 
from  a  much  more  powerful  neighbour — 
from  a  colony  teeming  with  natural  re¬ 
sources,  witli  a  large  population  ;  a  colony 
which  possesses  not  only  great  natural  re¬ 
sources,  but  also  the  one  commodity  which 
gives  command  to  a  large  extent  of  all 
manufacturing  industries.  I  allude  to  the 
black  diamonds  of  Newcastle.  Every  one 
knows  that  coal  is  as  the  breath  of  life  to 
manufacturing  enterprise  all  the  world 
over.  As  far  as  Victoria  is  concerned,  we 
are  prepared  to  risk  whatever  danger  there 
may  be.  We  are  prepared  to  enter  into 
fair,  reasonable,  and  friendly  competition 
with  any  of  the  colonies.  Speaking  for 
my  district,  we  entertain  the  most  friendly 
[Colo7iel  Smith. 


and  kindly  feeling  towards  our  mother 
colony.  I  know  llallarat  boys  all  over 
S^nlney,  and  most  of  them  are  doing  very 
well.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  these  colonies  are  being  bound  to¬ 
gether  by  that  crimson  thread  of  which  you, 
sir,  spoke  when  addressing  yourself  to  this 
subject  in  Melbourne — with  the  strongest 
and  best  of  all  ties — the  ties  of  respect, 
love,  and  affection.  Victoria  will  be  quite 
willing  to  risk  all  the  consequences  of  this 
union,  and  of  removing  all  the  barriers  be¬ 
tween  the  various  colonies,  provided  first 
that  it  is  dealt  with  in  a  just  and  equitable 
manner.  Tliat  is  the  point  to  which  I 
Avish  hon.  members  to  come.  We  are  pre¬ 
pared  for  compromise  ;  but  the  compro¬ 
mise  must  not  be  all  on  the  one  side.  You 
must  not  expect  us  to  give  everything, 
and  get  nothing  in  return.  We  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  give  and  take  to  a  fair  and 
reasonable  extent ;  but  the  federation  must 
be  on  such  terms  that  our  people  wnll  not 
be  sacrificed.  Our  people,  who  have  been 
building  up  industries,  in  many  instances 
in  the  face  of  enormous  difficulties,  can¬ 
not  be  lightly  sacrificed  in  any  arrange¬ 
ment  w'hich  may  ultimately  be  arrived  at. 
I  have  strong  hopes  that  the  members  of 
this  Convention,  as  a  whole,  will  adopt 
the  policy  which  has  already  been  adopted 
in  every  country  which  has  federated.  In 
America  know  the  extremes  to  wdiich 
protection  has  gone.  What  has  been  the 
result?  I  find  from  statistics  that  the 
United  States  is  already  producing  more 
iron  in  a  raw  state  than  is  Great  Britain. 
She  is  already  producing  nearly  half  as 
much  again  of  Bessemer  steel  as  Great 
Britain  produces  ;  she  is  already  produc¬ 
ing  nearly  twice  as  many  steel  rails  as  are 
produced  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  besides, 
under  her  protective  system,  the  United 
States  not  only  feeds  her  owm  people,  but 
she  also  sends  enormous  quantities  of  sur¬ 
plus  produce  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Twenty-six  per  cent,  of  her  population  are 
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engaged  in  agricultural  pursuit.s,  and  they 
grow  one-fourth  of  tlie  whole  produce  of 
the  world.  Twenty-three  per  cent,  of 
the  population  are  engaged  in  manufac¬ 
tures,  so  that,  taking  the  population  of  the 
United  States  at  60,000,000  we  find  that 
there  are  15,000,000  engaged  in  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits,  and  about  14,000,000  in 
manufacturing  pursuits.  The  result  is 
that  the  United  States  at  this  moment  is 
in  advance  of  tlie  whole  civilised  world 
with  regard  to  agricultural  produce  and 
manufactures.  I  will  take  as  another  ex¬ 
ample  the  Germanic  empire.  Before  the 
Germans  federated  they  had  a  very  loose 
fiscal  system;  but  in  the  year  1879,  eleven 
years  ago,  they  established  a  strong  pro¬ 
tective  tariff.  In  the  years  1878-79  their 
revenue  from  customs  was  less  than 
<£6,000,000.  In  tlie  year  1889,  ten  years 
afterwards,  their  revenue  from  customs 
had  risen  from  £6,000,000  to  £26,000,000, 
while  the  revenue  from  railways,  post  and 
telegraphs, and  other  sources,  had  increased 
nearly  twofold.  In  every  part  of  the 
empire  new  life,  and  spirit,  and  enter¬ 
prise  were  infused.  And  now  I  come  to 
the  most  recent  example  :  that  is  Canada. 
After  federation,  the  very  first  thing  which 
the  Dominion  did  was  to  establish  protec¬ 
tion  against  the  rest  of  the  world,  while 
trade  between  the  various  colonies  was 
made  perfectly  free,  as  we  propose  to  make 
it  to-day.  In  1879,  the  very  same  year 
that  the  Germanic  empire  established  its 
protectionist  policy,  Canada  imposed  a 
strong  protective  tariff  imposing  duties 
from  12  per  cent,  to  20  per  cent,  on  im¬ 
ports,  and  on  some  manufactured  goods  it 
was  as  high  as  35  per  cent.  The  result 
was  that  the  internal  resources  of  Canada 
have  been  developed  to  a  high  degree,  and 
production  in  almost  every  branch  has  been 
increased  to  an  enormous  extent.  I  quote 
these  facts  to  show  that  every  portion  of 
the  world  that  has  entered  into  federation 
has  alnio.st  invariably  adopted  the  same 


fiscal  policy.  ^yc  must  remember  that 
Victoria  and  South  Australia  have  estab¬ 
lished  protective  policies.  I  was  very  glad 
to  hear  the  following  .statement  made  by 
Sir  Thomas  Mcll wraith  in  his  speech  last 
week  : — 

AVc  must  proceed  on  the  supposition  that  there 
will  be  free- trade  amongst  tlie  various  colonies 
and  protection  against  the  world.  I  believe  the 
oiunion  of  the  colonics  in  general  is  that  this 
w^ould  l>e  a  good  national  Australian  policy,  and 
it  is  one  in  wdiich  1  thoroughly  believe. 

I  was  very  plea.secl,  indeed,  to  bear  such  a 
statement  made  by  a  representative  from 
the  great  colony  of  Queensland,  and  from  a 
gentleman  occupying  the  po.sition  that  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  oc¬ 
cupies  there.  That  is  a  policy  in  wdiich  I 
thoroughly  believe  also  ;  and  before  this  de¬ 
bate  closes  I  should  like  to  hear  some  lead¬ 
ing  gentlemen,  who  may  hold  partially  or 
wholly  the  view  s  which  I  hold  on  this  ques¬ 
tion,  explain  to  us  in  what  way  Victoria  is 
to  be  treated  if  she  is  to  be  treated  j  ustly 
and  equitably  in  dealing  with  this  question, 
I  shall  now^  pass  from  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  because  I  think  I  liave  .stated 
fairly,  though  briefly,  the  salient  points  as 
they  afiect  the  colony  of  Victoria.  Con¬ 
sidering  the  statement  made  by  Sir 
Thomas  Mcllwraith  on  behalf  of  Queens¬ 
land,  and  the  fact  that  South  Australia 
has  adopted  a  similar  policy,  I  think 
w’e  shall  find  that  if  w^e  are  to  come  to  a 
fair  and  equitable  settlement  of  this  ques¬ 
tion  the  case,  as  I  have  put  it,  'will  have 
to  be  considered.  But  my  hope  is  this  : 
In  consultation  with  some  of  my  friends  I 
thoufilit  that  if  we  sent  to  the  senate  a 
bill,  part  of  which  w’as  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  free-trade  and  doing  aw^ay 
with  the  existing  barriers  betw’een  the 
different  colonies,  and  another  part  was 
for  the  adoption  of  a  fiscal  system,  tliat 
that  measure  being  as  it  w^ere  a  money 
bill,  there  w’ould  be  no  interference  with  it 
on  the  part  of  the  senate.  But  on  the 
Inst  day  w’c  met  almost  every  delegate  who 
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rose  in  his  place  advocated  co-ordinate 
powers  for  the  senate,  and  the  member 
who  led  otF  in  this  direction  with  great 
ability  was  Sir  Samuel  Gri<lith.  What 
did  that  hon.  member  sayl  He  said  that 
we  could  not  free  the  existing  barriers 
between  the  colonies  and  do  without  the 
revenue  thus  provided  until  we  had  first 
established  a  fiscal  system  ;  and  T  venture 
to  say  that  must  be  the  case.  We  cannot 
abolish  the  revenues  we  are  now  receiving 
until  we  have  provided  something  in  their 
place.  Therefore,  I  take  it  that  before  the 
dominion  parliament  could  deal  with  the 
question  of  freeing  the  barriers  the  fiscal 
policy  would  first  ha%’e  to  be  dealt  with, 
because  revenue  would  have  to  be  provided. 
Therefore,  I  hope  that  the  question  may  be 
dealt  with  in  that  way.  As  far  as  Vic¬ 
toria  is  concerned,  I  venture  to  express  the 
opinion  that  we  are  quite  prepared  that  the 
borders  shall  be  free  if  a  reasonable  amount 
of  protection  against  the  rest  of  the  world 
is  first  placed  upon  the  statute-book.  That 
is  the  policy  of  Canada  ;  it  is  the  policy 
of  America,  and  also  of  the  Germanic 
empire,  and  it  ought  to  be  our  policy.  I 
do  not  ask  for  any  particular  condition 
beyond  this;  I  have  no  right  to  stand 
here  in  this  Convention  and  say  that  we 
will  join  and  go  hand  in  hand  with  you, 
except  on  terms  that  are  just  and  equit¬ 
able  to  the  colony  T  represent.  I  put  that 
ill  a  fair  and  common-sense  way  to  every 
delegate  present.  I  only  liope  that  hon. 
members  will  deal  with  this  question  fairly. 
I  know  there  are  difficulties  about  the 
senate,  and  without  desiring  to  force  upon 
the  Convention  any  views  of  mine,  I 
should  like  to  add  my  quota  to  the  solu¬ 
tion  of  the  difficulty.  The  senate  will 
probably  consist  of  about  nine  representa¬ 
tives  from  each  colony.  Western  Austra¬ 
lia  can  take  its  nine,  and  Tasmania  can 
take  its  nine,  because  the  senate  should 
not  be  a  body  which  would  simply  say  we 
will  accept  this,  or  we  will  not  accept  it. 
[Colonel  Smith. 


It  should  bo  a  sort  of  judicial  conven¬ 
tion,  something  more  in  the  character  of 
a  body  of  advice,  and  I  would  suggest 
that  instead  of  being  elected  from  the 
general  body  of  tlie  electors  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  colonies,  w’hich  would  be  a  very 
costly  proceeding,  they  should  be  elected 
by  the  two  houses  of  each  parliament.  Take 
the  colonies  of  Victoria,  New  South  Wales, 
or  Western  Australia,  and  divide  them 
each  into  nine  electorates,  how  could  any 
man  ^x)ssibly  contest  a  seat  in  such  an  ex¬ 
tensive  electorate  except  at  an  enormous 
cost?  I  do  not  think  that  the  body  wdiich 
is  to  be  over  all  the  other  parliaments 
should  be  constituted  in  that  way.  I 
think  that  each  colony  should  bring  its 
two  houses  of  parliament  together,  and  that 
they  should  elect  the  members  of  the 
senate.  This  would  not  be  a  costly  pro¬ 
ceeding,  and  though  the  number  of  elec¬ 
tors,  so  to  speak,  would  be  small,  still  the 
senate  would  virtually  be  the  elected  of 
the  people,  as  we  are  in  tins  Convention. 
We  are  the  elect  of  the  elect,  and  they 
would  also  be  the  elect  of  the  elect  of  the 
various  colonies.  I  think  that  is  one  solu¬ 
tion  of  the  difficulty.  If  this  question  is  to 
be  satisfactorily  settled,  we  must  endeavour 
to  find  remedies  for  the  difficulties  that  are 
involved.  The  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  raised  a  number  of  difficulties,  but 
he  did  not  suggest  a  way  out  of  them — not 
very  clearly — and  I  hav'e  gone  over  his 
speech  very  carefully.  But  he  did  say  this  : 
that  before  we  can  abolish  our  present  re¬ 
venue  we  must  raise  some  other  revenue. 
That  was  practically  what  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  said,  if  not  in  those  words.  The  Pre¬ 
mier  of  South  Australia, Mr.  Play  ford,  raised 
another  difficulty.  lie  pointed  out  that 
perhaps  two  colonies — this  was  another 
shot  at  Victoria,  which  I  hope  we  shall 
get  over — he  pointed  out  that  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria  might  join  together 
and  form  a  government,  ignoring  all  the 
other  colonies.  That  appeared  to  me  to 
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be  a  very  fair  and  reasonable  objection  to 
take,  and  having  tliought  tlie  matter  out, 
I  tliink  I  can  witli  duo  respect  offer  a  so¬ 
lution  hero  also.  If  the  dominion  parlia¬ 
ment  is  to  have  a  career  of  great  usefulness, 
and  give  satisfaction  to  all  the  colonies,  it 
on  gilt  to  bo  a  thoroughly  representative 
body,  and  I  see  no  objection  to  imposing  the 
condition  that  each  colony  should  have  at 
least  one  representative  in  the  government. 
Tasmania  should  have  one,  and  Western 
Australia  one ;  and,  perhaps,  we  might 
concede  two  to  South  Australia,  Yictona, 
and  New  Soutli  Wales.  A  government  so 
foi'med  would  not  be  a  very  large  one,  and 
would  consist  only  of  about  nine  members. 
We  were  told  by  the  lion,  member,  Mr. 
Deakin,  that  the  dominion  must  be  estal> 
lished  on  the  old  and  broad  lines  of  the 
English  Constitution,  that  we  must  have 
party  in  the  dominion  just  the  same 
as  we  have  party  in  the  different  colonies. 
Now,  I  think  it  worth  while  considering 
whether  we  should  not  adopt  some  modi¬ 
fication  of  the  party  system  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  say,  that  as  the  representative 
house  in  the  dominion  is  to  be  elected  by 
the  people  in  the  various  colonies — I  sup¬ 
pose  the  representation  would  be  somewhat 
in  proportion  to  population — the  senate  and 
the  house  of  representatives  should  join  to¬ 
gether  and  elect  a  government  for  three 
years.  Surely  that  is  an  experiment  that 
might  be  tried  without  much  danger.  AVhy 
should  wo  have  party  government  in  the 
dominion  parliament  ?  Why  should  not  a 
governnientbeelectcd  tolast  for  three  years, 
a  fresh  election  to  take  place  at  the  end  of 
that  period  ?  I  do  not  see  the  slightest 
necessity  for  creating  two  hostile  parties 
in  the  dominion  parliament.  We  look  to 
that  body  to  exercise  cool,  calm,  and  de¬ 
liberate  judgment  on  every  public  question 
comin"  before  it,  and  we  should  not  so 
constitute  it  that  its  time  would  be  occu¬ 
pied  in  fighting  about  who  should  be  in 
office  and  who  should  not.  As  far  as  the 


dominion  parliament  is  concerned,  I  think 
the  system  of  party  fighting  might  be  ob¬ 
viated.  I  trust  that  those  hon.  members 
of  the  Convention  who  may  follow  me  will 
think  this  matter  over.  As  far  as  I 
am  personally  concerned,  I  shall  he  very 
pleased  indeed  to  find  any  better  solution 
of  the  difficulties  mentioned  than  tliose  I 
have  pointed  out.  Before  sitting  down  I 
trust  I  shall  not  be  considered  intrusive  if 
I  mentioned  that  some  years  ago  I  had 
the  pleasure,  during  one  of  my  visits  to 
New  Zealand — where  I  liave  been  some 
half  dozen  times  for  the  improvement  of 
my  health — of  hearing  the  veteran  states¬ 
man  who  is  now  present  amongst  us,  Sir 
George  Grey,  deliver  an  address  on  a  pub¬ 
lic  platform  in  Auckland.  Sir  George  on 
that  occasion  made  some  suggestions  with 
reference  to  the  former  policy  of  the  old 
country  with  regard  to  the  islands  ad¬ 
jacent  to  Australia,  and  I  hope  that  before 
this  debate  closes  the  hon.  member  will, 
to  some  extent,  repeat  the  views  I  then 
heard  him  express.  I  can  only,  in  con¬ 
clusion,  thank  the  members  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  for  the  courteous  attention  they 
have  given  to  niy  remarks. 

Sir  GEOBGE  GREY  :  It  is  with  feel¬ 
ings  almost  of  awe  that  I  rise  to  speak 
before  an  assembly  gathered  from  all  parts 
of  Australia  upon  so  vast  and  inipoi-tant  a 
subject  as  that  'which  occupies  our  atten¬ 
tion  this  day.  I  think  that  our  proper 
duty  in  forming  a  representative  constitu¬ 
tion  is  to  begin  at  the  lowest  body  from 
which  that  constitution  is  to  be  built  up — 
that  is,  the  people  at  large.  I  think  our  duty 
is  fii*sb  rather  to  consider  the  constitutions 
of  the  several  colonies  of  Australia,  and  to 
devise  from  those  a  perfect  form  of  consti¬ 
tution  for  such  states  as  may  join  the 
general  government.  It  is  only  by  win¬ 
ning  over  pei’sons  to  a  consciousness  that 
"rcat  advantages  wdll  accrue  to  them  from 
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entering  into  a  confederation  of  this  kind, 
that  we  can  possibly  hope  to  attract  colonies 
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of  diverse  views  to  join,  in  a  great  con¬ 
federation,  which  will  render  the  whole 
one  of  the  most  important  bodies  in  the 
world.  I  was  very  much  struck  lately 
when  Sir  Henry  Loch,  the  new  governor, 
visited  all  the  states  in  South  Africa,  and 
amongst  others,  he  visited  British  Katriaria, 
and  there  he  found  a  strong  desire  for  a 
federation  tliroughout  not  only  Katlir  land, 
but  all  the  European  states;  but  great 
difficulties  presented  themselves  in  bring¬ 
ing  this  about.  AVhat  struck  me  as  really 
admirable  was  that  the  Kaffirs  gave  an 
account  of  liow  they  were  drawn  on  gradu¬ 
ally  to  like  the  British  Government  and 
the  British  Crown.  For  years  they  had 
been  the  greatest  enemies  of  Great  Britain  ; 
for  years  they  had  waged  wars  with  us,  sub¬ 
jecting  the  empire  to  a  vast  expense.  But 
they  met  Sir  Henry  Loch,  and  they  told  him : 

We  cherish  great  expectations  from  meeting 
with  your  Excellency  in  this  way ;  for  on  the  last 
occasion  we  stood  before  a  governor  in  this 
manner,  that  meeting  was  followed  by  pleasant 
repose,  by  blessings,  and  other  privileges  which 
went  far  to  open  the  eyes  of  many,  who  behold 
things,  as  it  were,  with  a  clearer  vision.  Thus 
w'ere  the  native  peo^de  di*awn  more  towards  her 
Majesty’s  beneficent  sway.  We  receive  you 
therefore,  with  hopes  and  with  joy. 

And  they  went  on  to  say  that  the  blessings 
they  had  received  from  the  Queen,  had 
made  the  South  A fiicaii  natives  generally, 
not  only  in  Kafifraria,  but  in.  every  part  of 
the  colony,  feel  for  her  Majesty  devotion 
and  affection,  wTiich  devotion  and  affection 
they  would  transfer  for  the  time  being  to 
her  governor.  That  address  was  delivered 
by  8,000  Kaffins,  3,000  of  whom  were 
mounted  men.  They  pledged  their  faith  to 
the  British  Government,  and  why? — because 
they  had  derived  great  benefitsfrom  it.  And 
I  believe  that  it  is  only  by  holding  out  such 
inducements  to  the  various  states  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  that  we  can  possibly  lead  them  all  to 
join  ill  one  great  and  .strong  confederation. 
Well,  tlien  we  liave  to  consider  what  are 
the  blessings  we  should  obtain  for  them, 
\_Sir  George  Grey, 


and  the  first  thing  I  say  is  this :  that  I  be. 
lievo  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Coiivtiition  to 
see  that  the  states  get  a  constitution  which 
will  enable  them  wlienever  they  please  to 
reform  their  own  constitution  and  to  create 
it  for  themselves.  That  is  really  the  main 
point,  and  that  is  very  simply  done.  If  we 
give  them  first  an  elective  lieutenant-go¬ 
vernor,  and  then  see  that  their  two  houses 
of  legislature  are  each  made  elective  and 
lesponsible  to  tlie  people,  they  then  can 
frame  precisely  what  constitution  they 
please  from  time  to  time,  and  in  that  respect 
exercise  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  United 
States  of  North  America.  These  may  seem 
very  wide  privileges  to  give,  but  I  have 
only  to  say  this,  that  tliose  who  will  study 
the  original  constitution  of  New  Zealand 
will  find  that  in  point  of  fact  each  one  of 
the  provinces  had  in  law,  granted  by  the 
British  Parliament,  the  right  to  make  its 
own  constitution  of  exactly  the  nature  it 
pleased,  and  to  vary  it  from  time  to  time. 
It  will  be  very  easy,  therefore,  for  us  to 
see  that  like  privileges  are  conferred  upon 
the  Australian  states,  and  I  have  no  hesi¬ 
tation  in  saying  that  if  we  do  not  do  that, 
even  if  they  join  you,  some  of  them  will 
have  years  of  conflict  before  they  will  ob¬ 
tain  a  constitution  suited  to  their  wishes. 
They  have  had  nothing  hitherto  to  do  with 
framing  their  own  constitutions.  These 
rest  on  acts  of  a  distant  parliament ;  their 
voice  was  but  little  heard.  For  example, 
in  New  Zealand  we  had  promised  to  us  by 
one  ministry  a  constitution  of  the  utmost 
liberality.  The  states  elected  their  own 
superintendents  who  were  virtually  lieu¬ 
tenant-governors.  But  the  simple  name 
of  superintendent  being  given  disarmed 
parliament  at  home  and  they  did  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  give  to  the  superintendents  chosen 
by  tlie  people  powers  which  they  would  not 
give  to  Canada,  or  did  not  give  to  Canada, 
when  the  superintendents  Avore  called  lieu¬ 
tenant-governors,  without  having  the  great 
powers  which  tlie  superintendents  in  New 
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Zealand  had.  But  the  lieiitenaiit-governors 
were  not  allowed  to  he  elected  by  the  people 
of  Canada.  Now,  I  say  that  on  the  pre¬ 
sent  great  and  momentous  occasion  wliich 
has  brought  us  here  we  have  the  power  of 
giving  to  the  states  a  constitution  of  the 
kind  which  I  speak  of.  I  think  ^ve  ought 
to  give  them  that,  and  then  let  them  frame 
their  own  constitution  as  they  please  from 
time  to  time,  so  that  they  will  possess  all 
the  powers  of  local  self-government  which 
men  could  possibly  desire  to  have.  Then 
you  have  this  to  guide  you  :  the  British 
Parliament  has  already  consented,  and  in 
one  instance  for  nearly  twenty  years,  I  think, 
those  powers  were  exercised  and  w^ere 
never  abused.  You  thus  see  that  not  only 
can  you  get  the  right  from  the  same  par¬ 
liament  which  gave  it  before,  but  there 
is  every  possibility  and  every  probability 
that  powers  so  given  will  not  be  abused 
in  Australia  any  more  than  they  remained 
safe  and  intact  from  all  abuse  wdien  in¬ 
trusted  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand. 
Now,  proceeding  from  that  point  to  the 
question  of  the  constitution  we  are  re¬ 
quired  to  frame  and  to  submit  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  people  of  Australia,  we 
are  met  at  first,  perhaps,  apparently  by 
greater  difiiculties — that  is,  we  have  to  de¬ 
fine  what  are  to  be  the  powders  of  the  states 
and  w'hat  are  to  be  the  powers  of  the  federal 
government.  We  have  two  bodies  to  deal 
with.  But  I  think  we  can  very  easily  over¬ 
come  those  difficulties.  First,  I  think  that 
this  must  inevitably  be  done — we  must  not 
imitate  the  United  States  in  saying  that 
the  states  are  to  be  paramount — that  they 
are  to  be  the  sole  possessors  of  pow’er, 
and  that  then  they,  from  these  paramount 
powers  which  they  possess,  are  to  delegate 
such  powers  ns  they  please  to  the  general 
assembly,  or  congress,  or  senate,  or  what¬ 
ever  you  may  please  to  term  it,  because 
the  inevitable  result  of  that  will  pro¬ 
bably  be,  that  a  time  will  arrive  in  wdiich 
there  will  be  some  question,  such  as 


slavery  was  in  the  United  States,  which 
will  disturb  the  minds  of  the  people  at 
larga  Perhaps  the  great  majority  of  the 
states  may  desire  to  have  a  general  law, 
either  to  regulate  or  to  abolish  an  institu¬ 
tion  of  the  kind,  or  some  similar  institu¬ 
tion,  and  the  minority  of  the  states  may 
refuse  to  agree  to  that,  and  thereupon 
a  deadlock  would  take  place,  and  nothing 
could  be  done.  At  last  the  majority  would 
determine  that  the  majority  should  prevail ; 
but  then  the  difficulty  would  be  that  the  ma- 
j  ority  could  only  prevail  by  breaking  the  law. 
In  the  minds  of  all  English-speaking  people, 
there  is  a  respect  for  the  law  which  makes 
them  hate  to  see  it  violently  broken  or  set 
aside.  In  that  manner  to  tlie  minority 
of  states  \vould  become  attracted  a  part 
of  those  w  ho  might  think  with  the  major¬ 
ity  upon  the  general  subject,  but  wdio 
w’ould  not  join  in  what  they  conceived 
to  be  an  unlaw^ful  attack  upon  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  country.  The  result  would 
be  that  parties  would  become  more  equal, 
and,  probably,  nothing  less  than  a  civil 
war  w'ould  end  a  question  which  might 
easily,  perhaps,  have  been  settled  by  dif¬ 
ferent  legal  arrangements.  I  think,  there¬ 
fore,  it  will  be  our  bounden  duty  to  see 
that  the  general  assembly  is  not  only  en¬ 
dow*  ed  with  certain  powers  w’hich  the  states 
cannot  exercise,  but  also  that  an  addition 
be  made,  as  w^as  done  in  the  New^  Zealand 
Constitution,  to  this  effect :  that  wdienever 
the  general  assembly  of  the  country,  or  the 
congress  of  the  country,  chooses  to  legislate 
upon  any  subject,  that  subject  is  added  to 
those  subjects  wdiicli  have  been  wdthdraw'ii 
from  the  powder  of  the  different  states. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  No  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  If  that  is  not 
done,  of  course  w’e  act  against  experience. 
I  hear  hon.  gentlemen  say  ‘‘  No  but  they 
must  recollect  that^it  w^as  foreseen  that 
dire  results  w^ould  follow^  from  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  another  system,  and  that  those 
dire  results  did  follow^,  and,  w’ith  that 
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f^xaniple  before  us,  it  appears  very  doubtful 
if  we  ought  not,  pursuing  the  course  of 
wisdom,  to  take  stops  wliich  will  prevent 
a  repetition  of  the  di.sasters  which  took 
place  ill  the  United  States.  Some  other 
plan  of  doing  it  may  be  devised  ;  but  the 
object  should  be  attained  in  some  way  or 
other  without  subjecting  ourselves  to  the 
chances  of  future  great  disaster.  I  need 
not  go  at  length  into  the  different  subjects 
which  I  think  should  be  submitted  to  the 
power  of  the  general  assembly  or  the  con¬ 
gress.  Those  can  be  all  easily  adjusted, 
I  think,  probably  without  any  great  dis¬ 
sension  amongst  ourselves.  I  believe  that 
no  trouble  at  all  will  arise  upon  that 
head  ;  but  it  will  be  essentially  necessary 
that  the  point  should  be  considered  with 
very  great  care.  Now,  it  may  be  said, 
perhaps,  that  in  England  they  are  little 
prepared  to  consider  this  subject  for  us,  if 
it  is  to  be  carried  out  by  act  of  parliament; 
but  I  should  tell  hon.  gentlemen  that 
they  little  know  the  care  wliich  British 
statesmen  have  in  some  instances  be¬ 
stowed  upon  the  con-sideration  of  the 
affairs  of  these  colonies.  For  instance, 
we  had  the  Premier  of  Great  Britain,  the 
Marquis  of  Salisbury,  when  a  younger  son 
of  the  late  Marquis,  out  in  New  Zealand, 
studying  our  constitution  there  with  the 
greatest  care — not  the  one  that  was  then 
perfected,  but  the  one  which  it  was  thought 
would  be  bestowed  upon  New  Zealand. 
He  lived  with  me  for  several  months,  and 
the  busiue.ss  that  had  been  transacted  in 
the  day  w’as  gone  through  by  him  and  my¬ 
self  in  the  evenings  that  we  spent  together. 
Every  matterwas  discussed,  the  reasons  for 
each  step  taken  were  examined,  arguments 
were  held  upon  both  sides,  and  hedevoted  his 
mind  as  carefully  to  a  study  of  these  ques¬ 
tions  as  if  he  had  been  a  New  Zealander, 
iind  the  member  of  the  Government  who 
had  to  consider  wliat  was  best  to  be  done 
for  the  country.  And  his  was  not  a  soli¬ 
tary  instance  in  that  respect.  Other  Brit- 
[Sir  George  Grey, 


ish  statesmen  have  been  out  liere  directin^y 

o 

their  attention  to  these  very  questions. 
Only  recently  you  have  had  here  a  young 
man,  now  a  member  of  the  House  of  Peers, 
who  spent  at  least  one  year  and  a  half 
studying  every  question  connected  with 
New^  Zealand,  who  then  came  on  to  Aus¬ 
tralia,  and  visited  every  one  of  these  colo¬ 
nies,  and  devoted  considerable  care  and 
attention  to  their  exact  position,  the  state 
of  their  legislation,  and  all  that  they  had 
acquired  ;  and  who,  then,  went  on  to  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  and  repeated 
the  same  thing  there,  and,  when  perfectly 
educated  upon  all  these  points,  returned 
home  to  take  his  seat  in  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  to  stand  the  friend  of  these  com¬ 
munities  whenever  difficult  que.stions  arose. 
Now,  with  men  of  that  kind  to  take  our 
part,  I  think  there  is  great  safety  for  us  in 
reference  to  the  steps  which  the  British 
Parliament  will  take  in  regard  to  our  re¬ 
quests.  And  that  brings  me  to  another 
point  which,  I  fear,  will  give  rise  to  some 
difference  of  opinion  in  this  great  assembly, 
and  in  which  I  may  not  carry  people  with 
me ;  but  I  believe  in  my  own  mind  tliat  it 
is  essential  to  you  that  every  one  of  your 
officers  should  be  elected  by  the  people  of 
this  country.  Even  in  the  case  of  your 
governor-general  I  believe  the  people  ought 
to  have  the  right  of  choosing  who  that  man 
shall  be.  Let  them  choose  him  from  Eng¬ 
land  if  they  plea.se ;  let  them  choose  him 
from  any  part  of  the  world,  I  would  almost 
say,  if  they  plea.scd.  They  will  choose  well, 
they  will  choose  wisely,  and  no  nation  can 
be  perfect — unless  an  imperial  nation — a 
young  offset,  as  we  should  be,  of  an  imperial 
nation,  we  should  not  bo  pei'fect,  unless 
the  people  had  every  office  open  to  their 
amV>ition,and  unless  it  were  known  that  the 
really  great  and  good  men  of  tlie  country 
could  ri.se  to  the  liighest  position,  and 
excrci.se  the  liighest  duties  in  it.  Why,  if 
as  is  the  doctrine  at  the  present  time,  and 
I  admit  tliat  it  lias  been  successfully  ex- 
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ercised — very  sucessfully  exercised  in  regard 
to  tliese  colonies — if  tlie  doctrine  is  that 
ns  far  as  possible  the  sons  of  peers  should 
be  sent  out  here  to  be  educated  as  to  the 
aftairs  of  the  colonies  in  order  that  they 
may  act  wisely  in  tlm  legislative  body  at 
home — I  say  that  if  such  an  education  is 
necessary  and  of  great  advantage  tlien 
to  shut  out  our  own  people  from  an  edu¬ 
cation  of  the  kind,  and  to  say  that  no  man 
in  Australia  shall  have  an  advantage  of 
the  sort  is  an  act  of  absolute  cruelty  to  the 
people  of  Australia — it  is  to  cramp  their 
energies,  to  deprive  them  of  the  highest 
education  of  all,  and  it  is  an  act  of  which 
we  ought  not  to  be  guilty  towards  our 
fellow-countrymen.  Then  I  would  say  to 
this  assembly,  do  not  be  led  away  by  the 
idea  that  the  nomination  of  governor  is  the 
only  tie  that  binds  us  to  Great  Britain. 
If  we  send  home  a  great  portion  of  our 
laws  for  the  Queen’s  assent  is  not  that  to 
bind  us  to  Great  Britain  in  the  most 
solemn  way?  Is  not  that  to  say  that  the 
sovereign  of  Great  Britain  is  as  absolutely 
a  member  of  our  legislature  here  as  she 
is  of  the  legislature  at  home  ?  Her  repre¬ 
sentative,  who  would  be  chosen  by  ^  the 
people,  would  in  her  name  open  and  close 
the  parliaments  and  perform  all  those 
functions,  but  he  would  be  a  man  chosen 
by  ourselves,  and  our  own  people  w'ould 
be  educated  in  the  highest  possible  man¬ 
ner  to  discharge  their  duty  to  their  coun¬ 
try.  For  it  is  not  only  the  man  who  is 
fortunate  enough  to  attain  the  highest 
position  who  will  educate  himself  to  the 
greatest  point  that  he  can,  but  every  one 
who  aimed  at  the  office  w'ould  be  endea¬ 
vouring  to  prepare  himself  for  it — num¬ 
bers  of  men  would  be  educated  to  a  point 
to  which  they  never  would  otherwise  be 
educated  unless  you  opened  such  objects  to 
their  ambition.  If  it  were  thought  neces¬ 
sary  to  bind  us  still  further  to  Great 
Britain  I  do  not  see  why  we,  instead  of 
liaving  agents-gcneral,  should  not  have 


members  of  the  Privy  Council  at  home. 
I  do  not  at  all  know  wdiy  wo  should  not 
send  home  an  o dicer  who  would  conduct 
our  business  wdth  the  Queen  directly, 
exactly  as  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Ire¬ 
land  conducts  the  business  of  Ireland  with 
the  Queen,  or  as  that  officer  in  the  Houso 
of  Comnions  who  really  manages  Scotch 
affairs,  and  who  manages  them  as  if  lie  were 
a  secretary  of  state,  conducts  the  bu.sines8 
of  Scotland.  I  believe  it  w^ould  be  of  the 
greatest  possible  advantage  to  the  colonies 
that  such  an  officer  should  reside  in  Eng¬ 
land  instead  of  having  agents-general  there, 
because  ho  w'ould  become  personally  knowm 
to  his  sovereign,  and  to  the  leading  men  in 
England,  and  friendships  would  be  formed 
and  an  education  given  from  time  to  time 
a.s  these  men  were  changed.  I  appre¬ 
hend  that  they  would  probably  only  fill 
the  office  for  two  or  three  years.  There 
would  be  a  constant  change,  and  I  believe 
that  in  that  way  a  large  proportion  of  your 
population  would  be  again  educated  in  the 
best  possible  manner.  These  must  seem 
almost  too  daring  speculations ;  but,  in 
point  of  fact,  we  are  marcliing  on  to  an 
altogether  new  epoch,  to  new  times,  and 
the  very  essence  of  the  constitution  must  be 
this :  I  heard  one  hon.  gentleman  liere  state 
that  we  must  remember  that  we  are  legis¬ 
lating  for  the  future  ;  and  I  agree  wdth 
him  if  he  meant  that  we  are  legislating  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  enable  the  future  to 
legislate  for  itself — that  it  is  our  object 
that  freedom  in  every  respect  shall  be 
given,  so  that  as  each  generation  comes  on 
they  shall  say,  “Blessed  be  those  ancestors 
of  our.s  who  have  left  ns  this  freedom,  so 
that  nothing  can  take  place — no  changes 
in  the  state  of  the  world — but  we  possess 
all  powers  to  define  the  measures  most 
necessary  to  bring  peace  and  tranquillity 
at  every  epoch  it  comes  on.”  That  is 
the  real  duty  which  we  should  aim  to 
fulfil;  and  it  is  only  by  allowing  the 
people  to  speak,  and  at  all  times  to  declare 
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their  views  and  their  wislies,  and  to  have 
them  carefully  considered,  that  we  can  in¬ 
sure  peace,  tranquillity,  and  prosperity  to 
each  country  in  each  successive  epoch  of 
time  as  it  arrives.  Now,  having  given 
these  general  views  upon  your  general 
assembly,  I  need  go  no  further.  It  docs 
not  much  matter  in  what  kind  of  way  on 
the  first  occasion  you  allow  elections  to 
take  place,  if  the  people  have  the  power 
of  altering  that  whenever  they  like.  All 
these  things  become  quite  minor  questions 
if  you  just  hold  in  view  these  several 
matters,  that  the  states — each  state — shall 
have  the  power  of  modifying  its  form  of 
government  whenever  it  likes;  that,  for 
instance,  neither  the  states  nor  the  geneml 
body  is  to  be  told  that  “  you  must  conduct 
your  form  of  government  according  to  the 
principles  of  what  they  call  a  responsible 
ministry.”  Why  should  that  be  told 

to  them  ]  Why  not  let  them  conduct 

their  form  of  government  precisely  as  each 
age  chooses  1  Who  can  tell  what  politi¬ 
cal  inventions  are  yet  to  be  made  !  Why, 
the  principle  of  representation,  as  we 
enjoy  it,  is,  comparatively  speaking,  a 
modern  discovery,  and  the  principle  of 
federation  has  not  developed  yet.  We  are 
thepeople  for  the  first  time  to  give  it  a  new 
form,  if  we  please.  We  can  develop  it  to 
a  higher  point  than  it  has  ever  been  I’aised 
to  yet.  It  is  an  invention  ;  but,  as  is  the 
case  with  electricity,  day  by  day  better 
modes  will  be  found  for  administering  it 
— better  means  for  making  it  useful  to 
men.  We  now,  as  I  say,  take  one  step, 
and  in  taking  that  step  let  us  open  the 
road  to  all  future  steps.  Let  that  be  our 
care — to  lead  on,  let  us  march  into  the 
wide  track  of  improving  all  these  institu¬ 
tions  ;  let  us  lead  on,  and  you  will  find 
that  grateful  nations  will  follow,  and  w'e 
shall  discover  that  we  had  known  nothing, 
although  we  now  think  w'e  know  so  much 
— so  great  will  be  the  clianges  which  will 
occur,  so  great  will  be  the  inventions  which 
[^Sir  George  Greg, 


will  be  made.  Then  there  is  one  other 
thing  that  lies  very  near  my  mind.  Let 
us  remember  this.  In  my  youth  it  was 
said  that  men  of  differeiit  religious  faiths 
could  not  sib  in  the  same  legislature  to¬ 
gether,  and  they  w^ere  excluded — Jews, 
Catholics,  Nonconformists — nobody  it  was 
thought  but  members  of  the  Church  of 
England  could  form  a  legislative  body  that 
was  of  any  use  at  all.  To  leaven  them 
w’ith  other  material  was  to  spoil  the  whole 
thin  or.  But  it  was  found  that  that  was  a 

O 

great  mistake ;  that  men  of  different  re¬ 
ligious  fciiths  could  sit  side  by  side  in  the 
same  legislature;  that  talent  and  ability 
can  be  drawn  forth  from  any  religious 
opinions  whatever.  The  nation  has  pro¬ 
gressed  more  than  ever  it  has  done  before 
in  so  short  a  period  of  time  ;  and  its  happi¬ 
ness  and  tranquillity  are  greater.  Now,  I 
think  we  should  establish  this  principle  in 
reference  to  federation.  Let  us  say  that 
if  the  English-speaking  people  choose  to 
federate  in  one  great  body  we  shall  not 
ask  what  that  form  of  government  is. 
In  the  same  body  could  sit  men  who  hail 
from  a  republic,  and  men  who  hail  from 
a  monarchy.  Take  the  case  of  South 
Africa,  where  there  are  two  republics. 
We  miglit  have  federation  in  a  wonder¬ 
ful  degree  if  that  rule  w^ere  laid  doNvn, 
and  surely  if  seven  or  eight  states  there 
met  together  to  consult  for  the  common 
good  of  South  Africa,  and  to  make  a  law 
whicli  w^ould  be  beneficial  to  the  whole  of 
them,  it  could  matter  very  little  whether 
the  representatives  of  two  states  came 
from  republics,  instead  of  from  a  mon¬ 
archy  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  states. 
Equally  well  can  they  advise  upon  that 
which  is  good  for  the  whole — equally  well 
can  they  care  for  their  fellow-countrymen, 
speaking  the  same  language,  with  laws 
identical  in  all  respects — equally  well  can 
they  care  for  them,  wdiether  the  liead  of 
the  government  is  called  a  president,  or 
whether,  as  in  our  case,  we  rejoice  to 
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live  under  so  great  and  good  a  Queen. 
What  difference  can  it  make?  We  should 
be  the  first  to  lead  on  in  that  great  im¬ 
provement,  and  to  say  this :  “  Now,  the 
federation  of  all  English-speaking  people 
may  take  place;  the  United  States  can 
come  in  with  us ;  all  men  speaking  the 
common  tongue  can  meet  to  debate  upon 
what  is  necessary  for  the  common  benefit.^* 
I  think  hon.  gentleman  will  feel,  liow'ever 
crude  these  doctrines  may  be,  that  there 
is  much  in  them.  Remember  this :  that 
America  must  have  a  great  deal  to  say  in 
regard  to  tlie  Pacific  Ocean.  Tlie  last 
speaker  alluded  very  kindly  to  the  idea 
that  was  entertained  years  ago  of  feder¬ 
ating  with  all  the  islands  of  the  South 
Pacific,  and  arrangements  were  made  by 
which  that  might  be  carried  out.  But 
what  was  the  feeling  in  England  ?  Directly 
it  was  known  that  we  thought  of  com¬ 
mon  customs  duties  for  all  the  islands 
— all  the  islands,  as  well  as  these  larger 
places — the  moment  that  was  thought 
of,  and  it  w^as  seen  that  it  afforded  the 
means  of  paying  one  or  two  European 
officers  for  the  purpose  of  guiding  and 
directing  the  natives  in  the  line  of  duty 
which  they  should  follow,  the  British 
Oovernment  became  alarmed,  and  there 
was  a  peremptory  order  sent  out  which 
prevented  that  plan  being  continued.  It 
was  finished  at  once.  Well,  not  only  was 
that  the  case,  but  so  strong  was  the  desire 
then  to  break  up  the  empire — and  this  is 
a  good  illustration  of  the  kind  of  changes 
that  you  may  have  to  meet,  changes  of 
human  thought — that  it  was  determined, 
if  possible,  to  get  rid  of  the  outlying  depen¬ 
dencies,  and  to  reduce  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain.  The  Orange  River  sove¬ 
reignty  was  first  thrown  off.  Then  it  was 
contemplated  to  throw  other  places  off,  and 
force  them  to  become  republics.  It  was 
said  that  England  was  too  lai’ge ;  that 
what  you  wanted  was  a  nation — not  think¬ 
ing  of  all  tliese  distant  places — with  their 


minds  fixed  upon  manufactures  and  com¬ 
merce,  manufacturing  for  the  world  ;  it 
was  sufficient  to  breed  up  in  your  great 
cities  a  population  in  the  last  depths  of 
misery,  but  always  ready  to  rush  into 
manufactures  at  the  lowest  rate  of  wajjes 
whenever  an  improv’ement  of  trade  took 
place.  It  was  said  that  Britain  should 
confine  herself  to  her  manufactures,  and 
to  her  own  immediate  territories,  and 
leave  the  rest  of  the  world  to  itself. 
But,  what  thought  other  people,  and 
what  thought  England  ?  Let  me  just  give 
one  illustration  of  this.  I  was  arranging 
for  the  federation  of  all  South  Africa 
— triumphantly  arranging  it — certainly  all 
the  states,  I  believe,  but  one  would  have 
joined,  and  that  one  would  almost  im¬ 
mediately  afterwards  have  probably  come 
in — but  when  it  w’as  heard  of,  the  go¬ 
vernment  then  in  powder,  and  the  opposi¬ 
tion  at  home,  were  alike  filled  with  dread 
at  such  a  federation  as  was  contemplated. 
It  was  said  that  the  man  who  contem¬ 
plated  that  was  a  dangerous  man,  and 
he  must  be  got  rid  of,  and  without  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  warning  I  was  dismissed  from  office 
as  Governor  and  High  Commissioner  of  the 
Cape.  Well,  there  was  one  person  in  the 
real  m  who  though  t  differently.  Afterwards, 
wdthin  a  few  days,  the  ministry  were  put 
out  in  consequence  of  a  quarrel  with  Lord 
Palmerston — I  think  it  was  within  twelve 
(lays — and  the  first  thing  that  was  said  to 
the  new  ministry  was,  “ That  man  is  right ; 
you  will  yet  long  to  do  what  he  could  have 
done,  and  you  will  be  sorry  that  it  was  not 
done;  reinstate  him  in  his  position.”  It 
was  the  Queen  who  spoke,  and  what  was 
her  feeling  towards  her  people  at  large  ? 
As  the  Prince  Consort  explained  the  mat¬ 
ter  to  myself,  they  felt  the  necessity  of 
openings  for  the  ])Oor,  for  the  adventurous. 
They  thought  no  wrongful  efforts  should 
ever  be  made  to  extend  an  empire,  that,  so 
long  ns  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  urged 
by  their  indomitable  energy,  kept  pushing 
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on  themselves,  winning  now  races,  winning 
new  countries  to  join  the  great  confedera¬ 
tion  of  English  people,  so  long  w’ould  it  be 
Avrong  for  the  sovereign  to  injure  her  people 
by  saying  they  should  not  go  to  these  new 
homes,  they  should  not  open  these  new 
places  for  commerce,  that  they  must  remain 
shut  up  in  a  small  and  continually  de¬ 
creasing  empire  at  homo,  as  it  would  have 
been,  if  the  policy  had  been  acted  upon 
of  striking  off  place  after  place,  ^yell, 
I  maintain  that  the  hearts  which  con¬ 
ceived  that  conception — that  love  for  the 
English  race — represented  the  true  feeling 
of  the  nation  ;  and  experience  has  sliown 
that  such  was  the  case.  Here  we  are  in 
'New  Zealand  in  spite  of  the  government 
of  the  day.  They  tried  to  stop  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  colony.  There  they  are  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  spreading  over  the 
whole  of  the  country,  although  the  earlier 
settlers  were  punished  if  they  attempted  to 
pass  the  Orange  E.i ver.  N o  further  spread 
of  territory  there  was  to  be  allowed.  And 
now  you  have  Great  Britain  grasping  im¬ 
mense  territories  in  Africa,  probably  going 
even  beyond  her  strength — such  has  been 
the  change  of  public  opinion  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject.  I  ask  you,  therefore,  whether  we,  in 
providing  for  the  spread  of  the  empire  in 
the  Pacific,  whether  we,  in  providing  for 
all  English-speaking  races  coming  into  the 
one  great  confederation,  shall  not  equally 
now  be  doing  our  duty  to  the  future,  as  I 
belie\  e  that  our  noble  Queen,  and  those 
who  thought  with  her — there  were  really 
but  few — thought  rightly,  thought  well, 
wdien  they  determined  that  the  energies  of 
the  British  race  should  spread  exactly  as 
their  instincts  moved  them,  and,  provided 
they  committed  no  wrong  upon  other.s, 
should  be  allowed  to  go  in  and  replenish 
and  fill  up  all  the  waste  places  of  the 
earth.  Tliese  are  the  points  whicli  appear 
to  me  so  essentially  necessary  for  our  guid¬ 
ance — this  policy  of  letting  all  Englisli- 
speaking  people  into  the  confederation,  of 
[Sir  Gem'ge  Grey, 


not  attempting  to  fetter  our  posterity  by 
any  peculiar  laws,  of  simply  giving  them 
power  to  enable  them  to  determine  what 
laws  they  would  live  under  themselves. 
Holding  those  two  main  points  in  view 
we  should,  I  think,  accomplisli  all  we  could 
possibly  desire.  With  reference  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  defence  I  do  not  like  to  say  inucli. 
I  am  very  adverse  to  seeing  a  large  force 
raised  in  this  country  ;  I  am  very  adverse 
to  seeing  a  military  spirit  created,  which 
should  long  for  w’ar.  I  would  rather  see 
a  small — a  very  small — force,  sufficient  for 
all  pui*po.ses  which  can  possibly  occur,  be¬ 
cause  I  do  not  believe  if  we  enter  into  this 
confederation  that  we  .shall  ever  be  mo¬ 
lested.  Let  me  state  one  point.  There  Ls 
intense  jealousy  amongst  the  European 
nations  themselves.  At  one  time  it  was 
thought  that  it  was  better  to  set  up 
the  old  world  in  this  new  world.  The 
whole  efforts  of  people  went  to  form 
oS-shooTs  of  British  societies,  as  they 
said.  Why  here,  even  in  this  colony 
of  New  South  Wales,  'when  you  were 
offered  free  and  liberal  institutions,  some  of 
your  first  men  wanted  to  set  up  peerages. 
The  papers  and  documents  will  show  that. 
I  know  that  in  New  Zealand,  in  the 
minds  of  many  men,  similar  thoughts  were 
entertained.  A  nobility  was  to  be  set  up 
there,  in  the  south  of  New  Zealand,  just 
as  much  as  it  was  at  homo  in  England  ; 
but  in  spite  of  all  that  could  be  done,  this 
one  feeling  always  pervaded  these  new 
countries,  that  they  would  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  those  institutions  of 
the  old  world  ;  and  I  say  that  if  once  you 
get  up  great  military  bodies  here,  the 
whole  world  will,  by  degrees,  become  a 
series  of  standing  camps,  as  it  is  in  Europe 
at  the  present  day.  Now,  look  how  we 
stand.  From  the  Atlantic,  on  the  one 
side,  back  again  to  the  same  ocean  really, 

I  may  say,  upon  the  other  side,  there  lies 
a  great  space  in  the  world  in  which  there  is 
no  standing  army  at  the  present  day,  no 
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preparation  in  ado  for  military  attacks,  for 
military  defence — the  United  States — 
'svith,  I  believe,  12,000  men  to  keep  tlie 
Indian  population  down,  and  the  whole  is 
at  peace  and  repose;  her  young  men  are  not 
drawn  into  conscriptions,  not  prepared  to 
be  fit  victims  for  slaughter,  not  certain  to 
bo  slaughtered  in  some  few  yeaiV  time  in 
some  obscure  corner  or  other,  but  all  de¬ 
voting  their  energies  to  the  development  of 
the  country,  marrying,  becoming  famers,  or 
filling  dilTerent  trades  and  professions,  not 
shut  up  ill  barracks,  excluded  from  know¬ 
ing  ivhat  the  affection  of  a  wife  and  the 
love  of  children  really  is.  Here,  all  are 
totally  difiereiit,  and  for  heaven’s  sake  let 
ns  keep  in  our  present  position,  and  not 
go  ofif  into  the  mania  which  has  made 
Europe  the  nations  of  standing  camps 
which  it  is.  I  hope  that  that  is  one  thing 
we  shall  hold  in  view — in  fact,  one  of  the 
main  things  almost  before  every  other.  I 
will  not  detain  bon.  gentlemen  longer. 
I  have  given  what  I  believe  to  be  an 
outline  of  a  proper  plan  of  proceeding. 
I  will  do  my  best  to  bring  the  points 
forward  in  Committee,  as  these  questions 
arise.  I  entertain,  in  my  own  mind,  a 
confident  belief  of  this  :  that  what  I  hav’e 
asked  for,  whether  it  is  donenowor  not,  will 
be  done  in  Australasia — I  w’ill  not  say  in 
my  lifetime,  although  I  have  seen  great 
changes — but  I  believe  it  will  be  done  in 
Australasia  in  a  very  short  period  of  time. 
If  it  is  done  I  have  a  confident  belief, 
founded  upon  a  long  experience,  that  then 
a  nation,  educated  in  public  schools  first, 
then  educated  in  public  life  afterwards  in 
the  world,  so  that  the  thought  and  care  of 
their  fellow-men  is  continually  before  their 
minds — I  believe  that  sucli  a  nation  will 
attain  to  higher  prosperity  than  any  other 
j)eople  have  yet  attained,  because  in  the 
United  States  still  are  many  of  those 
things  wanting  in  that  degree  of  perfection 
in  which  we  may  have  them  here ;  and 
from  the  full  exercise  of  the  faculties  of 


self-government,  and  of  the  management 
of  the  nation,  will  certainly  spring  pros¬ 
perity  and  happiness  of  a  kind  hitherto 
unknown. 

^[r,  EUTEEUGE :  Like  tlie  honored 
statesman  who  lias  just  resumed  his  seat,  it 
is  with  feelings  of  diflidence  amounting  al¬ 
most  to  awe  that  I  rise  in  this  Convention 
— destined  as  it  is  to  become  historical  in 
Australasia- — to  say  a  few  words  upon  the 
very  important  proposals  which  you,  sir, 
have  submitted  as  a  basis  for  a  federal 
constitution  which  our  several  parliaments 
have  sent  us  here  to  devise.  After  the 
many  able  and  eloquent  speeches  that  have 
been  addressed  to  us,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  tliat  anything  new 
in  the  way  of  argument  can  be  employed 
in  the  further  discussion  of  your  pro¬ 
posals.  All  that  one  can  hope  to  do  is  to 
refrain  from  following  too  closely  in  the 
steps  of  the  speakers  who  have  preceded, 
and  to  endeavour  to  avoid  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible  all  unnecessary  rej^etition.  You  have 
struck,  as  it  seems  to  me,  the  true  keynote 
ill  the  first  paragraph  of  the  first  series  of 
your  propositions.  You  say,  sir: 

That  the  powers  and  privileges  and  territorial 
riglits  of  the  several  existing  colonies  shall  re¬ 
main  intact,  except  in  respect  to  such  surrenders 
as  may  be  agreed  upon  as  necessary  and  inci¬ 
dental  to  the  power  and  authority  oi  the  National 
Federal  Government. 

Now,  sir,  this  is  a  paragraph  with  which 
I  am  perfectly  certain  every  member  of 
this  Convention  will  most  cordially  agree. 
Ko  one  can  be  foolish  enough  to  imagine 
that  in  the  case  of  a  number  of  colonies, 
with  public  policies  and  local  interests  in 
many  instances  so  entirely  dissimilar,  it  is 
possible  for  real  and  enduring  federation 
to  take  place  unless  there  is  an  adoption 
of  til  at  give-and-take  system  to  which 
you  so  happily  adverted  in  the  course  of 
the  admirable  speech  m  which  you  moved 
these  resolutions,  which  seem  to  me  to  con¬ 
sist  in  the  surrender  by  some  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  of  some  of  the  high  political  privileges 
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and  some  of  tlie  almost  boundless  political 
freedom  they  enjoy,  in  order  that  tho  well¬ 
being  of  the  whole  of  the  colonies  may  bo 
thereby  most  effectually  promoted.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  necessary  for  me  or  for  any 
other  speaker  to  say  very  much  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  remaining  paragraphs  in  this 
first  series  of  proposals.  There  seems  so 
far  to  have  been  remarkable  unanimity 
in  the  treatment  which  the  several  reso¬ 
lutions  have  received ;  but  it  is  when 
we  come  to  the  first  of  the  second  series  of 
resolutions  that  we  happen  upon  difference 
of  opinion.  There  have  been  some  argu¬ 
ments  employed  by  some  hon,  gentlemen 
who  have  addressed  the  Convention  on  this 
subject  in  opposition  to  the  speech  which 
was  made  by  my  hon.  friend,  Sir  Samuel 
Grifiith,  in  which  he  ventured  to  difter 
from  the  proposal  so  broadly  stated  as  it 
is  in  the  first  resolution  of  the  second 
seriea  Whilst  there  have  been  several 
speakers  who  have  followed  in  the  line 
which  you  have  laid  down,  there  have  been 
other  speakers  who  have  adopted  a  differ¬ 
ent  line.  But  among  all  those  who  have 
olio  wed  you,  sir,  in  the  adoption  of  the 
view  you  have  here  submitted,  I  do  not 
think  there  are  any  whose  speech  deserves 
the  same  amount  of  attention,  or  that 
ought  to  call  forth  the  same  amount  of 
criticism,  as  the  speech  delivered  by  my 
hon.  friend,  Mr.  Deakin.  The  speech 
which  tliat  hon.  gentleman  delivered  was, 
I  think  every  member  of  the  Convention 
will  agree,  as  to  its  manner  magnificent ; 
but,  with  regard  to  its  matter,  I  shall  only 
say  this  :  that  it  seemed  to  me  to  scarcely 
bear  out  the  very  high  reputation  that 
hon.  gentleman  has  attained  as  the  prince 
of  Australian-born  orators,  and  as  one  of 
the  foremost  statesmen  of  these  great  colo¬ 
nies.  No%v,  sir,  the  hon.  gentleman  was 
extremely  dissatisfied  with  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  this  Convention  to  depart  from 
the  strict  lines  of  the  form  of  constitution 
with  wliich  we  are  familiar  in  these  colo- 
[il/r.  Rutledge. 


nies.  Lest  I  should  do  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  an  injustice,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  reading  a  few  lines  from  his  speech,  de¬ 
livered  last  Tuesday.  The  hon.  gentleman, 
in  the  course  of  his  address  to  tlie  Conven¬ 
tion,  said  this  : 

The  Constitution  which  we  now  enjoy,  it  ap¬ 
peal's,  is  to  be  set  aside  with  less  ceremony  than 
one  would  have  expected  from  gentlemen  who 
have  lived  under  it,  and  have  exercised  its  highest 
powers  for  many  years.  We  appear  to  be  ready 
to  depart  from  institutions  which  have  the  sanc¬ 
tion  of  long  experience,  almost  entirely  on 
theoretical  grounds.  It  is  true  that  hon.  mem- 
l>ers  have  looked  to  the  experience  of  other 
countries ;  but  in  doing  this  they  have  ignored 
some  of  the  most  pertinent  lessons  of  our  own, 
'which  is  that  if  we  establish  two  cliamhers  of 
equal  authority,  we  i^repare  the  way  for  dissen¬ 
sion,  and  encourage  deadlocks.  The  constitu¬ 
tional  history*  of  Victoria  gives  ample  evidence 
of  this. 

We  have  this  remarkable  anomaly  :  We 
have  the  hon.  gentleman  contending  for 
the  perpetuation  in  this  new  federal  form 
of  constitution  of  that  form  of  government 
in  regard  to  a  second  chamber  with  which 
we  have  become  familiarised  in  these  colo¬ 
nies;  and  yet,  in  the  very  same  breath,  'we 
have  the  lion,  gentleman  deprecating  in 
the  strongest  jiossible  language  the  dissen¬ 
sions  and  the  deadlocks  with  which  the 
history  of  the  working  of  this  very  form 
of  constitution  has  made  us  familiar.  I 
want  to  know,  if  a  system  like  this  has 
been  tried  and  found  wanting  in  the  case 
of  any  of  the  colonies,  why  should  we  per¬ 
petuate,  or  endeavour  to  perpetuate,  this 
system  when  we  are  here  founding  a  con¬ 
stitution  wliich  we  hope,  as  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  George  Grey,  so  eloquently  put  it, 
will  be  not  a  constitution  for  the  present, 
but  a  constitution  for  all  future  time,  and 
w*liich  will  enable  tlie  federal  parliament 
which  shall  come  into  existence,  to  legislate, 
when  we  are  all  dead  and  gone,  in  the  most 
perfectly  free  manner  for  itself  and  for  the 
requirements  of  its  own  time.  The  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  seems  to  me  to  have 
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fallen  into  the  error  of  imagining — or  at 
least,  if  one  follows  his  language  and  ex¬ 
amines  it  critically,  he  seems  to  have  fallen 
into  the  error  of  supposing  that  wliat  we 
are  aiming  at,  or  ought  to  aim  at,  in  the 
labours  which  have  brought  us  together 
here,  is  to  endeavour  to  construct  a  great 
state  that  shall  be  a  sort  of  enlarged  edi¬ 
tion  of  one  of  the  existing  colonies — say, 
for  example,  the  colony  of  Victoria.  The 
hon.  gentleman  loses  sight  of  this  fact : 
that  we  are  not  here  for  the  purpose  of 
endeavouring  to  effect  an  amalgamation 
of  all  the  colonies — that  the  several  states, 
with  their  diverse  interests  and  their  diverse 
claims  upon  the  great  federal  government, 
that  we  hope  to  see  come  into  existence  are 
not  to  be  merged — that  we  are  not  here  to 
endeavour  to  construct  a  great  unity,  but 
that  we  are  here  to  endeavour,  if  possible, 
to  effect  a  great  and  lasting  union  of  all 
these  colonies  in  which,  while  the  voice 
of  the  whole  people,  without  any  distinc¬ 
tion  whatever,  shall  be  heard  in  the  great 
chamber  of  the  people’s  representatives — 
in  the  house  of  representatives — the  voice 
of  the  states,  as  distinct  sbites,  with  sepa¬ 
rate  claims  and  separate  interests,  shall 
be  heard  wdth  equal  emphasis  and  wdth 
equal  effect  in  a  second  chamber,  which 
may  be  called  the  senate  or  the  council  of 
states,  or  by  wdiatever  other  name  it  may 
be  designated.  I  do  not  think  that  w^e 
ought  for  a  single  moment  to  attempt  in 
what  we  do  here  to  obliterate  in  any  de¬ 
gree  the  individuality  of  the  states  wdiich, 
taken  as  a  wdiole,  are  to  form  the  great 
federation  of  Australasia.  To  endeavour 
to  do  that — to  destroy  the  individuality 
of  the  states — seems  to  me  to  strike  at  the 
very  root  of  the  leading  principle  of  feder¬ 
ation,  and  if  we  are  to  have  a  federation 
that  shall  be  something  of  which  w’e  could 
be  proud — if  w'e  are  to  have  a  federation 
that  shall  satisfy  the  aspirations  of  the 
l)cople  of  the  several  colonies  w’hom  we  are 
hero  to  represent — we  must  have  a  federa- 
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tion  that  will  recognise  that  princiide  in  the 
fullc.st  and  most  marked  degree.  Depend 
upon  it  that  the  people  of  these  colonies  are 
not  going  to  surrender  to  a  mere  sentiment 
of  federation  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
which  they  have  acquired,  in  many  instances 
after  very  protracted  struggles,  by  means 
of  separation.  If  I  were  to  read  the  speech 
of  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Deakin,  literally, 
I  should  come  to  the  conclusion  that  wdiat 
he  desires  to  do  is  this  :  to  rub  out  all  the 
lines  of  demarcation  that  separate  the  colo¬ 
nies  as  tliey  exist  in  Australia  to-day.  He 
said  in  his  speech  the  other  day  : 

Wliat  is  tliere  in  this  artificial  boundary  of  the 
Murray  River  or  the  other  artificial  boundaries 
tliat  divide  the  colonies  of  Australia  from  each 
other?  What  is  there  in  these  artificial  boun¬ 
daries  that  w'e  should  allow  the  people  to  remain 
separate  from  each  other,  and  allow  them  to  Iiavc 
a  voice  in  the  senate  of  the  nation  which  pos¬ 
sesses — 

as  I  liope  it  will  possess — 

co-ordinate  authority  in  all  respects,  except  per¬ 
haps  ill  the  origination  of  money  bills,  with  the 
chamber  of  representatives. 

He  says,  ‘‘  Why  should  we  recognise  the 
existence  of  these  imaginary  boundaries  f  ’ 
But  while  I  say  that  it  is  possible  to  mag¬ 
nify  this  question  of  imaginary  boundaries 
to  a  disproportionate  extent,  yet  these 
imaginary  boundaries  mean  a  great  deal 
to  the  people  wdio  are  included  within 
these  boundaries.  If  w  e  were  to  rub  out 
these  boundaries  to-morrow'  what  should 
w^e  be  ?  We  should  revert  to  the  condition 
of  things  wdiich  existed  before  any  separa¬ 
tion  at  all  of  the  several  colonies  from 
New  South  Wales;  and  it  is  because  the 
people  who  inliabit  these  several  separate 
sUtes  know  full  well  that  there  are  bene¬ 
fits  to  be  enjoyed  as  tlie  result  of  the  separ¬ 
ation  which  they  have  acquired  that  they 
will  never  consent  to  surrender  the  rights 
and  privileges,  or,  at  all  events,  the  more 
substantial  of  their  riglits  and  privileges, 
by  obliterating  all  these  lines  of  division, 
by  becoming  amalgamated  into  one  great 
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'w^hole.  If  you  are  to  have  a  senate  which 
is  to  be  on  the  model  wliich  iny  hon.  friend 
admires — the  model  of  the  British  Consti¬ 
tution — in  wliich  the  upper  chamber  is  to 
be  merely  a  body  for  registering  the  de¬ 
cisions  of  the  house  of  representatives,  I 
want  to  know,  if  that  is  to  be  the  outcome 
of  our  labours,  how  we  are  to  Iiave  a  senate 
which  will  have  any  such  powei'S  as  will 
safeguard  the  interests  of  the  state  ?  We 
know  that  the  general  tendency  of  the 
existence  of  a  body  of  that  kind,  w’hicli 
does  not  possess  co-ordinate  powers  with 
the  other  branch  of  the  legislature,  is  to 
degenerate  into  feebleness.  The  House 
of  Lords,  I  say,  with  all  due  respect  to  that 
august  body,  his  degenerated  into  a  thing 
that  almost  merits  the  contempt  of  a  great 
many  of  the  free  people  of  the  British 
dominions,  because,  while  they  have  all 
the  pretensions  that  belong  to  an  ancient 
and  aristocratic  house,  andall  the  semblance 
of  authority  which  ought  to  belong  to  men 
of  distinguished  position  and  rank,  they  are 
reduced  to  the  position  of  being  a  mere  ap¬ 
pendage  to  the  House  of  Commons ;  and 
while  they  can  for  some  yeai’s  perhaps  block 
the  onward  progress  of  legislation,  they 
have  no  power  whatever  to  shape  legisla¬ 
tion  or  to  effect  any  beneficent  object  wi th¬ 
ou  t  the  authority  conferred  upon  it  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  without  thesanction  of 
that  body,  and  without  its  concurrence.  I 
think  that  that  is  a  state  of  tlhngs  w-hicli 
we  ought  not  to  desire  to  see  instituted  in 
connection  witli  this  proposed  federation. 
I  could  understand  the  arguments  of  my 
lion,  friend  if  there  were  anything  in  the 
creation  of  a  second  chamber  possessing 
co-ordinate  authority  with  the  lower  cham¬ 
ber  in  regard  to  the  amendment  even  of 
money  bills — I  could  understand  something, 
I  siiy,  of  his  argument  if  there  were  any¬ 
thing  inconsistent  with  true  democracy  in 
liis  i>roposition.  But  there  is  nothing  in¬ 
consistent  with  true  democracy  in  it.  My 
hon.  friend  talked  of  authority,  and  the 
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power  of  his  argument  derived  a  great  deal 
of  its  force  from  tho  manner  in  wliich  he 
laid  stress  on  the  rights  of  the  people.  He 
combated  tho  idea  of  a  second  chamber 
ha^■ing  the  right  to  veto  any  proposed 
legislation  of  the  lower  cliamber  on  the 
ground  that  that  chamber  uttered  the  voice 
of  the  people,  which  had  a  right  to  be 
heard.  Will  not  the  voice  of  the  people 
be  heard  in  a  senate  whicli  is  composed  of 
men  who  are  as  much  elected  by  the  people, 
though  it  may  be  in  a  difiei'eut  mode,  as  in 
the  house  of  representatives  itself  ?  The 
liistory  of  the  various  legislative  councils 
of  these  colonies  is  fraught  with  caution 
against  tlie  attempt  to  establish  anything 
in  the  shape  of  a  second  chamber  that  will 
not  rest  upon  the  suffrages  of  the  people. 
The  reason  why  there  have  been  dissensions 
and  deadlocks  in  connection  with  the  upper 
chambers  in  the  various  colonies  is  this,  that 
theseupper  chambers  have  not  in  any  respect 
derived  their  authority  from  the  people  in 
the  same  way  as  the  lower  chamber  has. 
They  have  either  not  been  elected  by  the 
people  at  all,  or  else  have  been  elected  bj 
the  people  upon  the  basis  of  some  special 
property  qualification ;  and  nobody  can  con¬ 
tend  that  a  body  of  that  sort  is  a  body  that 
can  be  said  to  represent  the  people,  or 
w’hich  ought  to  be  intrusted  with  powers 
co-ordinate  with  those  that  belong  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  legislature.  The  lion, 
gentleman  talks  about  experiments.  He 
seems  to  deprecate  the  idea  of  plunging 
into  an  experiment.  lie  seems  to  think 
that,  in  the  proposal  that  has  been  sug¬ 
gested  by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend,  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  the  motion  which  yon,  sir, 
have  submitted  with  regard  to  the  second 
chamber  is  not  a  motion  that  should  ho 
adopted  by  this  Convention.  It  seems 
to  be  supposed  that  in  this  we  are  indulging 
in  a  spirit  of  experiment — that  we  aremak- 
ing  experiments  in  legislation.  I  fail  to 
see  where  the  experimental  part  comes  in. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  there  is  any- 
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tiling  at  all  experimental  about  it.  If  there 
never  had  been  anything  of  this  kind  in 
•existence  before  I  could  understand  that 
there  miglit  be  some  ground  for  tlie  objec¬ 
tion  tliat  is  raised,  that  we  are  about  to 
plunge  into  an  experiment.  But  America 
has  had  the  advantage  of  100  years  of  the 
working  of  such  a  system  as  that  which  has 
been  advocated  by  the  lion,  and  learned 
member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, and  by  severiil 
other  hon.  gentlemen  who  have  followed 
him — of  the  system  which  finds  so  little 
favour  in  the  estimation  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Deakin.  I  dare  say  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  liave  read  many  works  written  by 
American  authors  wdiich  go  to  show  to 
what  a  marked  extent  the  Senate  has 
grown  in  the  affections  of  the  American 
people.  The  Senate  is  not  regarded  in 
America  as  a  body  which  exists  for  the 
purpose  of  coming  into  conflict  with  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  the  result  of 
the  peculiar  constitution  of  which  is  to 
constantly  precipitate  conflicts  with  the 
House  of  Representativea  The  Senate  of 
the  United  States  of  America  is  a  body 
that  has  grown  steadily  in  the  affections  of 
the  people  of  America  until  the  veneration 
wliich  at  present  exists  for  it  is  almost  un¬ 
bounded.  Hon.  gentlemen,  I  dare  say, 
have  read  the  book,  by  Carnegie,  called 

Triumphant  Democracy.”  I  propose  to 
<|uote  a  few  words  from  that  author  with 
regard  to  the  Senate,  the  powei-s  which  it  is 
proposed  to  confer  upon  a  senate  here  being 
somewhat  similar  to,  though  less  than,  the 
powers  conferred  upon  and  enjoyed  by  the 
f^enate  in  America.  Mr.  Carnegie  says,  at 
page  260  : 

It  has  been  said,  liy  more  than  one  political 
writer,  that  the  American  Senate  is  tlio  ideal 
second  chamber  of  the  world.  Some  assert  that 
it  is  the  only  second  chamber  which  possesses 
real  power,  and  is  permanently  fixed  in  the 
hearts  of  the  masses.  It  is  certainly  regarded 
ill  America  as  a  great  promotion  to  be  elevated 
from  tho  house  to  the  Senate,  and  it  is  none  the 
less  certain  that  the  entire  nation  regards  the 
Senate  with  pride  and  affection. 


He  says  later  on  : 

This  hopeful  student  of  a  republican  institu¬ 
tion,  my  Lord  Salisbury,  has  said  in  a  recent 
speech  : 

The  Americans,  as  you  know,  have  a  senate.  I  wish  wo 
could  institute  it  in  this  country.  Marvellous  in  efficiency 
and  strengrth. 

Mr.  Carnegie  quotes,  with  evident  pride, 
the  opinion  wliich  that  eminent  statesman, 
Lord  Salisbury,  entertains  of  the  American 
Senate  as  an  institution  which  has  been 
in  operation  for  the  last  100  years  in  that 
countiy,  and  the  working  of  which  he 
has  had  ample  opportunity  to  very  closely 
observe.  But  while  it  may  be  said  tliat 
a  writer  like  Carnegie  is  bound  to  speak 
well  of  the  institutions  of  the  country 
which  has  enabled  him  to  acquire  a  stu¬ 
pendous  fortune  and  become  a  millionaire, 
and  that  w^e  ought  not  to  take  the  opinions 
of  a  man  like  that  w  hen  he  speaks  in  ad¬ 
miration  of  this  institution  without  a  very 
considerable  amount  of  deduction,  it  is 
fortunate  for  the  discussion  on  the  present 
occasion  that  there  is  no  need  for  us  to  con¬ 
fine  our  attention  to  the  observation sw'hich 
have  been  made  by  writers  of  the  class  of 
Mr.  Carnegie.  I  dare  say  hon.  gentlemen 
have  nearly  all  of  them  very  carefully  read 
the  admirable  work  of  Mr.  Bryce.  JNTow, 
^Ir.  Bryce  cannot  be  said  to  be  a  writer 
like  Carnegie,  wlio  is  filled  with  enthusi¬ 
astic  admiration  of  American  institutions 
as  such,  but  a  calm,  judicious,  and  dispas¬ 
sionate  writer,  who  wdll  speak  of  any  in¬ 
stitution,  particularly  an  American  insti¬ 
tution,  exactly  as  he  finds  it;  and,  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  this  question  of  the  Senate,  Mr. 
Bryce  makes  the  following  remarks  : — 

The  respective  characters  of  the  two  bodies 
are  wholly  unlike  those  of  the  so-called  upper 
aud  lower  chamliei's  of  Europe.  In  Europe 
there  is  always  a  difference  of  political  com¬ 
plexion,  generally  resting  on  a  difference  in  per¬ 
sonal  composition.  There  tlie  upper  chamber 
represents  the  aristocracy  of  the  country,  or  tlie 
men  of  we^ilth,  or  the  high  officials,  or  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Crown  and  court  ;  while  the  lower 
chamber  represents  tlie  multitude.  Between  ilio 
Senate  and  the  House  there  is  no  such  difference. 
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Both  equally  represent  the  people,  the  whole 
people,  aiul  nothing  but  the  peoj)le.  The  in¬ 
dividual  members  come  from  the  same  classes 
of  the  community  ;  and  though  there  are  more 
rich  men  (in  proportion  to  numbers)  in  the 
Senate  than  in  the  House,  the  influence  of  capital 
is  not  markedly  greater.  Both  have  been  formed 
by  the  same  social  influences,  and  the  social 
pretensions  of  a  senator  expire  with  his  term  of 
office.  Both  are  possessed  by  the  same  ideas, 
governed  by  the  same  sentiments,  equally  con¬ 
scious  of  their  deiiendence  on  public  opinion. 
The  one  has  never  been,  like  the  English  House 
of  Commons,  a  popular  pet ;  the  other  never, 
like  the  English  House  of  Lords,  a  popular  bug¬ 
bear. 

What  is  perhaps  stranger,  the  two  branches 
of  Congress  have  not  exhibited  that  contrast  of 
feeling  and  policy  which  might  be  expected  from 
the  diffei*eut  methods  by  which  they  are  chosen. 
In  the  House  the  large  states  are  predominant, 
nine  out  of  thirty-eight  (less  than  one  fourth) 
return  an  absolute  majority  of  325  representa¬ 
tives.  In  the  Senate  these  same  nine  states 
have  only  eighteen  members  out  of  seventy-six, 
less  than  a  fourth  of  the  whole.  In  other  words, 
these  nine  states  are  more  than  sixteen  times  as 
powerful  in  the  House  as  they  are  in  the  Senate. 
But,  as  the  House  has  never  been  the  organ  of 
the  large  states,  nor  prone  to  act  in  their  in¬ 
terest,  so  neither  has  the  Senate  been  the  strong¬ 
hold  of  the  small  states,  for  American  politics 
have  never  tiiraed  upon  an  antagonism  between 
these  two  sets  of  commonwealths.  Questions 
relating  to  states’  rights,  and  the  greater  or  less 
extension  of  the  powers  of  the  national  govern¬ 
ment,  have  played  a  leading  part  in  the  history 
of  the  union.  But  although  small  states  might 
be  supposed  to  be  siDecially  zealous  for  states’ 
rights,  the  tendency  to  uphold  them  has  been 
no  stronger  in  the  Senate  than  in  the  House. 

Collisions  between  the  two  houses  are  fre¬ 
quent.  Each  is  jealous  and  combative.  Each 
is  ijrone  to  alter  the  bills  that  come  from  the 
other  ;  and  tlie  Senate  in  particular  knocks  about 
remcrselessly  those  favourite  children  of  the 
house,  the  appropriation  bills.  The  fact  that 
one  house  has  passed  a  bill  goes  but  a  little  way 
in  inducing  tlie  other  to  pass  it ;  the  Senate 
w^ould  reject  twenty  House  bills  as  readily  as 
one.  Deadlocks,  however,  disagreements  over 
serious  issues  which  stop  the  machinery  of  ad¬ 
ministration,  are  not  common.  They  rarely 
cause  excitement  or  alarm  outside  Washington, 
because  the  country,  remembering  previous  in¬ 
stances,  feels  sure  they  will  be  adjusted,  and 
[J/r.  Rutledge, 


knows  that  either  house  would  yield  were  it 
unmistakably  condemned  by  public  opinion. 
The  executive  government  goes  on  undisturbed, 
and  the  Wei's!  that  can  liappen  is  the  loss  of 
a  bill  which  may  be  parsed  four  months  later. 
Even  as  between  the  two  bodies  there  is  no 
great  bitterness  in  these  conflicts,  because  the 
causes  of  quarrel  do  not  lie  deep.  Sometimes  it 
is  self-esteem  that  is  involved,  the  sensitive  self¬ 
esteem  of  an  assembly.  Sometimes  one  or  other 
house  is  playing  for  a  party  advantage.  That 
intensity  which,  in  the  similar  contests  in  Europe, 
arises  frem  class  feeling  is  absent,  because  there 
is  no  class  distinction  between  the  two  American 
chambers.  Thus  the  country  seems  to  be  watch¬ 
ing  a  fencing  match  mther  tlian  a  combat  a 
oatmnee, 

I  dwell  upon  this  substantial  identity  of  char¬ 
acter  in  the  Senate  and  the  House,  because  it  ex¬ 
plains  the  fact,  surprising  to  a  European,  that 
two  perfectly  co-ordinate  authorities,  neither  of 
which  has  any  more  right  than  its  rival  to  claim 
to  speak  for  the  whole  nation,  manage  to  get 
along  together.  Their  quarrels  are  professional 
and  personal  rather  than  conflicts  of  adverse 
principles.  The  two  bodies  are  not  hostile  ele¬ 
ments  in  the  nation,  striving  for  supremacy,  but 
servants  of  the  same  master,  whose  word  of  re¬ 
buke  will  quiet  them. 

I  think  that  these  extracts  will  go  far  to 
show  that  the  fears  which  may  be  enter¬ 
tained  by  some  lion,  gentlemen  as  to  this 
experiment,  as  it  is  called,  of  giving  co¬ 
ordinate  powers  to  the  second  chamber  aie 
not  w'ell  founded.  1  am  well  aware  that  my 
lion,  friend,  Mr.  Deakin,  has  rested  some  of 
his  objections  to  the  form  of  senate  whicli 
I  advocate,  and  wdiicli  other  members  advo¬ 
cate,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  impossible  for 
us,  with  our  ideas  of  constitutional  govern¬ 
ment,  and  wdththe  ideas  which  many  mem¬ 
bers  have  of  a  government  responsible  to 
the  chamber  of  representatives,  to  graft 
on  a  system  of  that  kind  the  system  which 
we  propose  to  construct  as  the  result  of 
the  labours  of  this  Convention.  I  know 
that  that  objection  w'as  prominent  in  tlie 
lion,  gentlemaids  mind,  and  it  is  only  just 
to  him  to  say  that  there  is  a  good  deal  in 
the  contention  which  he  has  set  up,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  graft  the  American  sys¬ 
tem,  which  has  an  executive  not  at  all 
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responsible  to  tlie  legislature,  uj)on  a  sys¬ 
tem  wliicli  is  to  combine  a  senate  with  co¬ 
ordinate  powers  with  a  system  of  responsi¬ 
bility  to  a  house  of  representatives.  But 
we  have  not  all  the  wisdom  of  the  ages 
concenti’ated  in  ourselves ;  and  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  in  the  course  of 
time  such  developments  will  take  place  as 
will  render  it  possible  to  have  a  form  of 
government  which  will  be  consistent,  to  a 
certain  extent,  with  our  ideas  of  respon¬ 
sible  government,  and  at  the  same  time 
with  the  existence  of  a  second  chamber, 
possessing  powers  to  which  none  of  the 
second  chambers  of  these  colonies  are  in 
the  least  degree  entitled.  But,  sir,  I 
would  like  hon.  gentlemen  to  bear  in 
mind  that  I  am  very  far  from  advocating 
for  the  federal  parliament — which  I  hope 
wdll  grow  out  of  the  labours  of  this  Con¬ 
vention — a  second  chamber  which  shall  be 
elected,  as  the  members  of  the  second  cham¬ 
ber  in  the  United  States  are  elected,  by 
the  combined  vote  of  the  upper  chamber 
and  the  lower  chamber  of  the  states 
legislatures.  That  might  be  a  very  good 
method,  but  with  some  of  the  constitu¬ 
tions  of  these  colonies  as  they  are  at 
present,  it  might  not  perhaps  be  all  that 
could  be  desired.  Many  of  the  second 
chambers  in  the  colonies  being  nominated 
chambers,  and  not  elected,  and  in  the  case 
of  those  that  are  elected  not  being  elected 
by  the  suffrages  of  the  people  generally,  it 
might  very  fairly  be  said  that  the  members 
of  the  senate,  though  elected  by  the  legisla¬ 
tures  of  the  colonies  as  they  exist  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  time,  would  not  bo  truly  representative 
of  the  people,  and  that  therefore  there  is 
some  reason  why  we  should  not  proceed 
to  construct  the  senate  after  the  model  of 
the  American  Senate,  possessing  co-ordi¬ 
nate  powers  with  tlie  lower  house,  or  the 
house  of  representatives.  But  I  am  not  at 
all  wedded  to  that  principle,  and  I  should 
be  very  sorry  indeed  to  advocate  from  my 
jdace  in  this  Convention  a  system  by  which 


the  second  chamber  shall  be  founded  ex¬ 
clusively  upon  the  methods  wdiich  are 
suggested  by  those  who  contend  that 
the  members  of  that  second  chamber 
sliall  be  elected  by  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  colonies  as  they  exist  at  present. 
I  do  contend,  how’ever,  that  a  groat  mis¬ 
take  will  be  made  if  w’e  proceed  to  the 
creation  of  a  senate,  or  second  chamber, 
in  the  federal  constitution,  which  shall  be 
deprived  of  those  powers  which  we  enjoy, 
or  a  great  proportion  of  the  powers  that 
are  now  enjoyed  by  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  We  know,  sir,  that  if  the 
ideas  which  you  have  embodied  in  your  re¬ 
solutions  are  carried  out,  this  wull  be  tlie 
result :  that  in  the  case  of  financial  propo¬ 
sals  being  sent  up  from  the  low^er  chamber 
to  the  second  chamber,  the  senate  wdll 
have  no  alternative  but  to  accept  the  pro¬ 
posals  in  glohoy  or  to  entirely  reject  them. 
But  our  experience  of  the  w'orking  of  that 
system  in  these  colonies  is  not  particularly 
reassuring.  We  know  that  the  effect  of 
a  second  chamber  rejecting  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  lower  chamber  in  their 
entirety,  is  to  inflame  the  public  resent¬ 
ment  against  the  upper  chamber,  as  it  is 
called.  There  might  be  very  many  things  in 
the  financialproposalsw’hich  emanated  from 
the  government  and  w'ere  carried  through  the 
lower  chamber,  of  w  hich  the  members  of  the 
upper  chamber  cordially  approved;  but  if  it 
w'ere  incumbent  upon  them  to  reject  a  mea¬ 
sure  because  there  w^as  much  in  it  of  which 
they  disapproved,  although  it  contained  a 
great  deal  that  they  did  approve  of,  the  re¬ 
sult  would  be  to  cause  a  very  great  amount 
of  public  excitement,  and  to  causemany  per¬ 
sons  in  the  community  to  raise  their  voices 
against  the  existence  of  a  second  chamber 
at  all.  I  think  we  should  guard  against 
that,  and  if  the  senate  or  second  chamber 
in  the  federal  constitution  w*ere  based  uj^on 
the  suffrages  of  the  people,  although  in  a 
different  w'ay,  yet  as  truly  based  upon  the 
suffrages  of  the  people  as  the  house  of 
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representatives,  then  I  cannot  see  on  what 
ground  it  can  be  contended^that  the  senate 
should  be  deprived  of  co  ordinate  powers 
with  the  lower  assembly.  I  think  that  in 
a  matter  of  this  kind  we  should  proceed  as 
far  as  possible  by  familiar  analogy,  and, 
though  perhaps  the  suggestion  of  the 
analogy  may,  in  the  minds  of  some  hon. 
members, be  thought  entirely  inappropriate 
to  an  assemblage  of  this  kind — though  the 
suggestion  or  the  expression  of  the  analogy 
may  in  some  quartei*s  create  a  smile — yet 
it  appears  to  me  that  in  order  to  have  a 
perfect  system  of  federal  government,  we 
ought,  as  far  as  possible^  to  preserve  an 
analogy  to  that  form  of  government  which 
prevails  in  a  model  family.  Now,  in 
the  case  of  a  model  family  we  know  that 
the  husband  represents  the  entire  house¬ 
hold. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  In  providing  for  the 
expenditure  1 

An  Hon.  Member  :  There  is  no  federa¬ 
tion  there  ! 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  The  husband  is  sup¬ 
posed,  in  the  natural  order  of  things,  to  be 
the  representative  of  the  entire  household  ; 
but,  though  he  is  a  repi*esentative  of  the 
entire  household,  we  know  that  the  wdfe 
also  plays  a  very  important  part  in  the 
government  of  that  household.  The  wife 
comes  very  near  to  all  those  smaller  con¬ 
stituent  elements  of  the  family  circle, 
which  may,  perhaps,  by  analogy  be  likened 
to  the  great  family  of  states  which  will 
exist  in  connection  with  this  great  federal 
constitution. 

Colonel  Smith  :  She  is  the  home  ruler  ! 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  It  is  the  wife  that 
knows  all  about  the  particular  interests 
which  affect  all  the  members  of  the  family 
group  :  they  come  to  her  with  their  par¬ 
ticular  ideas,  and  they  look  to  her  for  the 
expression  of  their  ideas  and  for  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  their  particular  claims. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Not  for  finding  the  income ! 
[d/r.  Rutledge, 


-  Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  With  regard  to  tliat 
interjection,  I  say  that  ho  is  a  wise  man 
who,  being  the  head  of  a  household,  puta 
all  his  financial  projects  into  tho  crucible 
of  the  sagacious  mind  of  lus  wife,  far 
more  enlightened,  far  more  discriminating 
than  his  own. 

Colonel  Smith  :  With  the  power  of  veto  1 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  I  say  yes,  with  the 
power  of  veto.  In  this  community  many  a 
man  owes  a  great  deal  to  the  advice  of  his 
wife  and  the  veto  which  she  has  put  upon 
his  proposals.  We  know  that  those  strong¬ 
headed  men  who  think  that  all  wisdom  is 
embcKlied  in  themselves,  who  do  not  take 
their  wives  into  their  confidence,  who  do 
not  consult  their  wives  as  to  some  particular 
speculation  on  which  they  desire  to  em¬ 
bark,  are  the  men  who  very  frequently 
come  to  grief.  But  the  men  who  do  take 
their  \vives  into  their  confidence  in  this 
way,  and  w’ho  do  permit  them  to  have  a 
considerable  voice  in  the  management  of 
family  affairs,  even  to  putting  a  veto  upon 
their  owm  impulsive  tendencies  in  regard  to 
financial  proposals,  are  the  men  who  go  on 
veiy  safe  lines.  No  analogy  is  perfect ; 
every  analogy  will  break  down  wdien  you 
come  to  .some  particular  modes  of  applying 
it ;  but  I  do  regard  a  great  family  of 
states,  governed  by  a  bouse  of  representa¬ 
tives  and  a  senate,  as  bearing  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  analogy  to  the  constitution  of  a 
family ;  and  I  say  the  same  rule  which 
prevails  in  the  one  ought  to  prevail  in  the 
other. 

Sir  Thomas  McIl\vr.\ith  :  The  wife  in¬ 
itiates  most  of  the  money  bills  there  ! 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  The  wives  do  initi¬ 
ate  a  great  many  of  the  money  bills,  and  I 
appeal  to  the  experience  of  a  great  many 
lion,  gentlemen  to  know  wdietlier  they 
liave  not  been  saved  very  frequently  from 
financial  mistakes  by  consulting  their  wive» 
in  regard  to  important  steps  which  they 
proposed  to  take  in  the  very  serious  affairs 
of  life.  This  question  of  a  second  cham- 
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ber  has  been  referred  to  by  a  literary 
gentleman  who  is  well  known,  perha2)s,  to 
many  members  of  this  Convention,  and 
lie  hiis  spoken  of  it  in  conversation  with 
me  as  being  what  may  be  called  the 
expression  of  tlie  second  thought  of  the 
jieople.  It  is  a  very  good  thing,  I  think, 
to  give  tlic  people  an  opportunity  of  liaving 
a  second  thought  on  some  proposal  upon 
which  they  have  set  their  minds.  The 
hon.  member,  Captain  Russell,  has  referred 
in  the  course  of  his  excellent  speech  to  the 
cyclonic  gusts  of  popular  passion  w’hich 
sometimes  pass  over  a  community,  and  that 
is  the  same  idea  which  was  present  to  the 
mind  of  Alexander  Hamilton  when  he  wrote 
some  of  those  admirable  papei's  for  “  The 
Federalist.”  Why,  sir,  there  have  been 
times  in  the  history  of  the  community  when 
the  people  have  been  seized  with  a  sudden 
impulse  in  a  particular  direction,  involv¬ 
ing  great  issues  of  public  policy,  and  in¬ 
volving  considerable  public  expenditure ; 
but  if  they  had  had  an  opportunity  of  re- 
considci-infi:  their  first  decision  how  fre- 
quently  would  they  have,  if  not  entirely  re¬ 
versed,  at  all  events  to  a  considerable  extent 
modified  that  decision.  And  I  take  it,  sii*,  that 
in  the  existence  of  a  senate  composed  of  men 
who  are,  equally  with  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  representing  the  people  of  the 
whole  of  the  states,  you  have  the  embodi¬ 
ment  of  the  second  thought  of  the  people, 
and  in  the  case  of  the  members  of  the 
senate,  if  you  give  them  the  power  to  dis¬ 
criminate  between  the  various  financial 
proposals  of  the  government  sent  up  from 
the  lower  chamber,  you  give  that  chamber 
the  means  of  putting  a  check  upon  the 
impulsive  proclivities  of  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  people  as  such,  and  of  sug¬ 
gesting  to  the  people  themselves  a  more 
excellent  way  of  doing  that  in  wdiich  all 
alike  are  interested,  and  accomplishing  the 
objects  which  all  alike  have  in  view.  I 
cannot  disguise  from  myself  this  fact  :  that 
in  creating  a  second  chamber  which  has 


only  limited  authority  and  limited  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  even  in  the  matter  of  financial  pro¬ 
posals,  you  are  laying  the  foundation  for 
discord  and  for  disagreement.  We  know 
very  well  that  the  animal  whicli  is  chained 
up  is  always  most  disposed  to  show  hi.s 
teeth.  The  animal  upon  whom  you  place 
a  great  restriction,  and  forbid  to  him  an 
amount  of  freedom  which  another  may  have 
— is  always  the  one  that  displays  a  quarrel¬ 
some  tendency.  So  I  contend  that  tlie  very 
fact  of  endeavouring  to  put  a  limit  upon  the 
powers  of  the  second  chamber  is  to  engender 
in  the  minds  of  that  second  chamber  a 
quarrelsome  disposition  wliich  would  not 
exist  if  it  felt  that  it  had  equally  free  and 
unfettered  authority  witli  the  members  of 
the  representative  chamber.  I  do  not 
propose  to  say  many  more  w’ords  in  advo¬ 
cacy  of  the  view  which  I  take  with  regard 
to  this,  which  seems  to  me  to  be  tlie 
crucial  question  which  we  have  here  to  de¬ 
cide.  I  believe  all  the  members  of  the 
Convention  have  come  here  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  solve  the  problem  which  is  placed 
before  us,  I  believe  every  member  has 
come  here  with  a  disposition  to  learn 
something,  if  possible,  from  every  other 
member,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  no 
one  has  come  here  witli  preconceived 
ideas  of  so  consolidated  a  character  as 
cannot  be  contracted,  or  expanded,  or 
modified  in  any  way  whatever.  As  was 
well  pointed  out  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
George  Grey,  we  are  to  bear  in  mind  that 
we  are  not  here  creating  a  federal  consti¬ 
tution  which  is  to  serve  the  purposes  of 
the  present  generation  merely,  but  a 
federal  constitution  whicli  shall  last  for  idl 
time;  and  in  cndeav’ouring  to  erect  such  a 
political  structure  as  that,  we  ought  to  take 
care  to  make  its  pro  visions  so  elastic  as  to  be 
capable  of  expanding  to  the  necessitiesof  all 
future  occasions,  and  not  to  place  rigid  rc- 

strictionsaroundthatconstitution,  the  result 

of  wliicli  will  be  that  in  the  course  of  tlie 
agitations  wliich  must  arise  in  future  years 
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there  will  be  such  contentious  and  such  dis¬ 
sensions  as  will  ensure  the  demolition  of  the 
edifice  whicli  it  is  now  our  cai^e  to  rear.  We 
are  here,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  building 
up,  and  I  liope  that  we  shall  bear  that 
fact  in  mind  in  all  that  we  do.  I  should 
also  like  hon.  gentlemen  to  endeavour  to 
bear  in  mind  that  the  feeling  which  pre¬ 
dominates  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
the  states  is  one  of  great  timidity.  The 
people  of  the  states,  whom  we  are  here  to 
represent,  feel  that  they  are  venturing 
upon,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  unknown  sea 
as  far  as  their  experience  is  concerned, 
and  we  ought  to  proceed  in  such  a  way  as 
to  reassure  them  at  every  step  we  go  that 
in  what  we  are  doing,  while  we  are  taking 
care  of  the  interests  of  the  federal  con¬ 
stitution,  we  are  preserving,  in  all  their 
integrity,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  with  the 
existence  of  a  federal  constitution,  all 
those  rights  and  privileges  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  wdiicli  thev  have  been  so  lonjr 

•<  o 

accustomed.  Passing  on  to  the  question 
of  a  federal  judiciary,  I  think  I  need  say 
no  more  than  this,  that  while  it  is  a  matter 
for  congratulation  that  you  have  seen  your 
way  to  make  a  proposition  for 

a  judiciary,  consisting  of  a  federal  supreme  court, 
which  shall  constitute  a  high  court  of  appeal  for 
Australia,  under  the  direct  authority  of  the 
Sovereign,  whose  decisions  as  such  shall  l>e  final — 

we  ought  to  make  provision — and  I  have  no 
doubt  we  sliall  do  so  in  Committee — as  has 
been  done  under  the  United  States  Consti¬ 
tution,  that  this  high  court  shall  be  pos¬ 
sessed,  not  only  of  the  functions  of  an 
appellate  court,  but  of  original  jurLsdiction 
in  those  subjects  which  this  Convention 
may  see  fit  to  prescribe.  Before  I  take  my 
seat,  let  me  say  with  wliat  great  pleasure 
I  find  myself  in  the  presence  of  represen¬ 
tatives  of  all  of  the  colonies  of  Australia 
for  the  purpose  of  discii.ssing  the  great 
question  before  us.  I  have  been  delighted 
with  the  cordial  good  feeling  that  has  been 
exliibited  by  the  delegates  to  tliis  Conven- 
[J/r.  Rutledge, 


tion  towards  each  other,  both  privately  and 
sitting  otlicially  in  this  Convention.  I  have 
been  delighted  with  the  high  tone  and 
character  of  the  speeches  that  have  been 
addressed  to  us,  and  I  feel  that  I  sliouhl  be 
dishonoring  the  members  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion  in  my  thoughts  if  I  were  for  a  single 
moment  to  doubt  that  the  result  of  their 
united  labours  here  will  be  the  laying 
broad,  and  deep,  and  strong  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  a  political  edifice  that  shall  be 
ample  and  adequate  for  the  shelter  and 
protection  of  the  millions  who  are  yet  to 
inhabit  the  continent  of  Australia,  and 
that  shall,  in  the  course  of  a  few  yeai's,  I 
trust  at  the  furthest,  rear  its  noble  pro¬ 
portions  in  all  tlieir  symmetry  and  all 
their  strength  to  the  admiring  gaze  of  the 
people  of  the  whole  civilised  world. 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  I  confess  that  in 
rising  to  address  this  assembly  I  am  em¬ 
barrassed  by  an  appreciation  of  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  which  must  attach  to  every 
member  taking  part  in  its  deliberations. 
I  had  thought  of  reserving  such  obser¬ 
vations  as  occurred  to  me  until  we  were 
met  in  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  dis¬ 
cussing  the  details  of  the  constitution  it 
is  our  duty  to  frame ;  but  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  desirable  that  at 
the  earliest  stage  each  member  of  the 
Convention  should  state  for  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  his  fellow-delegates  liis  views  on 
sucli  matters  of  general  importance  as 
have  been  already  touched  upon,  or  as  are 
involved  in  the  resolutions  which  3^011,  sir, 
have  submitted.  Following  the  example 
which  has  been  set  by  preceding  speakers,  I 
nmy  say  that  I  offer  such  suggestions  as  I 
shall  proceed  to  make  in  nil  humility, 
endeavouring  to  emphasise  the  po.sition 
wliich  has  been  so  w'ell  put  by  yourself  and 
by  the  lion,  delegate  w)io  immediately 
followed  3’oii,  that  our  observations  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceedings  should  par¬ 
take  rather  of  the  character  of  sugges¬ 
tions  for  the  meeting  of  difficulties  than 
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of  the  sketching  of  any  definite  plan  for 
tlie  foriiiatioii  of  a  federal  constitution, 
seeing  tliat  such  plans  can  result  only 
from  the  exchange  of  views  among  the 
delegates  when  we  shall  have  debated 
the  subject  much  more  fully  than  at 
present.  Coming  to  the  resolutions,  I 
may  express  my  [liearty  concurrence  with 
the  first  of  them,  affirming  that  the 
powers  and  privileges  and  territorial 
rights  of  the  several  existing  colonies 
should  remain  intact.  I  am  very  glad 
indeed  that  an  expression  of  opinion  to 
this  effect  should  have  been  embodied 
in  our  resolutions  at  so  early  a  stage  of 
these  proceedings,  because  I  think  we  shall 
do  well  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  we  are 
dealing  with  autonomous  states,  who  have 
long  enjoyed  the  blessing  of  self  govern¬ 
ment,  and  who  should  not  be  asked — and 
who,  if  asked,  would  not  be  likely  to  accede 
to  the  request — to  sacrifice  any  of  their 
existing  powers  other  than  those  which  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  should  be  surrendered 
in  the’national  interest.  I  hope  we  shall 
set  clearly  before  us  the  fact  that  a  national 
government  should  be  strictly  limited  to 
dealing  with  subjects  in  which  the  interests 
of  the  community  as  a  nation  are  involved. 
I  hope  that  in  our  proceedings  we  shall  feel 
that  it  is  our  duty,  in  appioaching  the  seve¬ 
ral  colonies,  as  we  shall  require  to  approach 
them  at  the  conclusion  of  the  deliberations 
of  this  Convention,  to  state  in  precise  lan¬ 
guage  that  which  we  desire  they  should 
surrender  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  I 
hope,  also,  that  we  shall  make  no  request 
for  a  surrender  wliicli  cannot  be  justified 
on  the  score  of  the  requirements  of  the 
national  interest.  I  think  that  such  a 
course  as  is  recognised  in  the  resolution  to 
which  I  now  refer  will  commend  itself  to 
all,  and  that  any  departure  from  the  prin¬ 
ciple  which  is  involv'ed  might  bo  fraught 
with  the  most  disastrous  results.  I  am 
glad  to  observe  that  there  appears  to  bo 
practically  a  consensus  of  opinion  among 


the  delegates  that  the  Amencan  system  of 
preserving  for  the  benefit  of  the  states  the 
powers  which  are  not  expressly  confeiTed 
upon  the  federal  government  should  be  fol¬ 
lowed,  rather  than  thesystein  which  obtains 
in  Canada;  and  I  feel  that  not  only  will  this 
course,  in  the  natural  order  of  things,  com¬ 
mend  itself  to  the  various  colonies  when  we 
require  to  approach  them,  but  that  it  will 
commend  itself  to  every  delegate  present, 
and  to  every  one  who  appreciates,  as  w’e 
must  all  appreciate,  the  benefits  of  the 
system  of  local  .self  government  which  these 
colonies  have  for  so  long  enjoyed.  I  am 
glad  also  to  notice  that  we  make  express 
provision  for  the  recognition  of  the  terri¬ 
torial  rights  of  the  provinces.  It  does  ap¬ 
pear  to  me,  however,  that  it  wdll  be  ne¬ 
cessary  in  the  federal  constitution  to  make 
provision  in  some  form  or  other  for  the 
possible  alteration  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  various  states,  which  w  ill  be  occasioned, 
doubtless,  in  some  instances,  by  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  fresh  states.  In  this  connection  it 
Ls  impossible  to  overlook  the  fact,  which  I 
think  has  been  already  referred  to  by  one 
of  the  delegates — and  which  we  all  keenly 
appreciate  at  the  present  moment — that 
the  important  colony  of  Queensland  is  just 
now  contemplating  an  early  division  of  her 
great  territory  into  tw’o  or  more  separate 
colonies.  I  think  that  under  these  circum¬ 
stances  we  should  be  framing  a  constitution 
which  overlooked  immediate  requirements, 
if  we  did  not  make  provision  for  the 
admission  into  the  federal  union  of  these 
colonies,  which  I  understand  are  shortly  to 
be  called  into  existence.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  w’e  shall  find  in  the  federal  constitution 
some  provision  for  meeting  a  case  of  that 
sort ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  it  took  the 
shape  of  a  section  enabling  provinces,  wdth 
the  consent  of  the  existing  local  legislatures, 
and  by  agreement  wdth  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment,  to  be  carved  out  of  existing  colonies, 
and  to  be  admitted  into  the  union  upon 
such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  w^e 
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should  be  making  a  provision  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  which  will  shortlv  be  of  pi'acticnl 
utility.  I  cannot  help  thinking,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  possibility  of  tlie  change;; 
to  which  I  i*efer,  that  a  provision  of  that 
sort,  not  laying  down  any  hard  and  fast 
lines  as  to  the  terms  on  which  the  new 
provinces  should  be  admitted  into  the 
union,  \vould  be  preferable  to  one  which 
did  not  permit  of  the  federal  government 
and  the  local  legislatures  arranging  the 
matter  as  they  thought  best.  It  does  ap¬ 
pear  to  me,  in  connection  with  the  change 
to  which  I  refer,  that  there  may  attach  a 
considerable  amount  of  importance  to  the 
result  as  affecting  the  representation  of  the 
colony  which  is  likely  to  be  most  concerned 
— or  of  any  other  colony  which  may  be  the 
subject  of  a  change — in  the  senate,  in 
which  I  understand  the  generally  accepted 
wish  to  be  that  all  the  colonies  should  be 
equally  represented.  I  should  like  to  say, 
sir,  that  although  I  confine  my  remarks  to 
the  question  of  the  carving  of  future  colo- 
niesout  of  existing  province.^,  and  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  their  admission  to  the  union,  I  dotrust 
that  our  constitution  may  be  of  such  a  char¬ 
acter  that  while,  in  the  terms  of  the  reso¬ 
lution  which  was  carried  at  the  Melbourne 
conference  only  last  year,  we  make  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  admission  of  what  were  then 
described  as  the  remoter  colonies  of  Aus¬ 
tralasia — words  which  I  believe  were  in¬ 
tended  to  refer  particularly  to  New  Zea¬ 
land — we  shall  not  lose  sight  of  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  at  some  time  or  other,  perhaps 
shortly  it  may  be  considered  desirable 
to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  a  united 
Australia  to  all  British  colonies  in  the 
Pacific.  I  feel  more  particularly  im¬ 
pelled  to  refer  to  this  matter  on  account 
of  tlio  course  which  was  suggested  by 
Lord  Derby  in  connection  with  the  at¬ 
tempted  annexation  of  New  Guinea.  It 
does  seem  to  me  that  if  we  had  had  in  ex¬ 
istence  at  that  time,  as  was  pointed  out  by 
Lord  Derby,  a  government  representative 
[J/r.  Kingston, 


of  the  whole  of  Australasia  whicli  could 
have  spoken  with  a  united  voice  on  the 
subject  of  the  imperial  attitude  towards 
the  island  in  question,  w^e  should  not  at 
the  present  moment  have  occasion  to  de¬ 
plore  the  appropriation  of  a  portion  of 
that  great  territory  by  a  foreign  country. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  think  we 
should  do  well  to  make  provision  for  the 
admission  into  the  union  which  we  are  pro¬ 
posing  to  create,  not  only  of  what  may  be 
generally  termed  the  remoter  colonies  of 
Australasia,  but  of  all  British  colonies 
which  may  now  exist,  or  which  may  here¬ 
after  be  founded  in  the  Pacific,  and  which 
it  may  appear  to  a  federal  government 
should  he  subjected  to  Australian  control. 
With  reference  to  the  2nd  resolution — 
that  trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
federated  colonies,  whether  by  means  of 
land  carriage  or  coastal  navigation,  shall 
be  absolutely  free — I  consider  it,  following 
the  course  adopted  by  preceding  speakers, 
in  connection  with  the  3rd  resolution,  giv¬ 
ing  to  the  federal  government  power  to  im¬ 
pose  customs  duties  ;  and  pi*e.suming  that 
the  intention  is  that  intercolonial  free-trade 
should  be  established  at  the  time  of,  but 
not  before,  the  adoption  of  a  federal  tariff, 
I  am  prepared  to  give  the  proposition  my 
heartiest  support. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON :  I  desire  to  emphasise 
a  point  which,  I  regret,  is  not  made  so 
clear  in  the  resolution  to  which  I  refer  as 
are  some  other  matters,  and  it  is  this  :  In 
my  humble  opinion  it  would  be  a  great 
mistake — and  I  can  Iiardly  believe  that 
it  is  seriously  contemplated — to  enact 
intercolonial  free-trade  before  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  a  federal  tariff.  I  have  my 
own  opinion  as  to  the  lines  upon  which  a 
federal  tariff  will  he  framed.  I  cannot 
help  thinking — looking  at  the  course  of 
legislation  whicli  has  obtained  in  most 
of  the  Australian  colonie.s,  and  at  the 
different  fiscal  systems  they  at  present 
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enjoy — that  it  is  highly  probable  that  the 
result  of  the  deliberations  of  tlie  federal 
parliament  will  be  the  adoption  of  a  pro¬ 
tective  tariff  against  tlie  outside  world. 
But  what  I  venture  to  point  out  is  this, 
that  tlie  resolutions,  as  they  stand,  make  no 
reference  to  the  necessary  provision  that 
intercolonial  free-trade  is  not  to  come  into 
force  until  a  federal  tariff  is  adopted.  Nor 
do  they  say  anything  whatever  about  the 
nature  of  the  federal  tariff.  As  regards  its 
nature,  it  would  probably  be  useless  to 
define  it  here  •  but  I  do  think  we  ou^rht 
to  lay  it  down  in  the  clearest  possible 
language  that  there  is  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  this  Convention  to  do  anything  to 
bring  about  intercolonial  free-trade  before 
the  federal  parliament  has  disposed  of  the 
question  of  what  the  nature  of  the  federal 
tariff  shall  be. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  What  would  be  the 
result  of  intercolonial  free-trade  before  the 
adoption  of  a  federal  tai*iff]  I  imagine 
that  it  is  not  intended  to  limit  intercolo¬ 
nial  free-trade  to  the  products  and  manu¬ 
factures  of  the  different  colonies,  and  so  if 
free-trade  between  the  colonies  were  estab¬ 
lished,  what  would  be  the  position,  I  ask,  of 
a  Sydney  importer,  importing  under  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  free-trade  and  competing  in  the  mar¬ 
kets  of  the  various  colonies  with  his  imported 
goods,  which,  by  force  of  the  provisions  of 
the  proposed  constitution  to  which  1  have 
ventured  to  call  attention,  must  be  similarly 
admitted  into  the  neiglibouring  states?  I 
am  ready  to  believe  that  no  doubt  the 
intention  is  to  act  in  the  way  I  indicate  j 
but  there  are  no  mattei’S  which  are  likely 
to  be  more  closely  scrutinised  than  the 
proposals  of  this  Convention  with  reference 
to  commercial  relationships.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  in  Committee  these  two  re¬ 
solutions  should  be  transposed,  and  I  think 
that  that  is  a  suggestion  well  worthy  of 
adoption.  I  think  it  is  also  desirable  to 
amend  them  so  as  to  make  the  position 


perfectly  clear  in  the  direction  which  I 
have  indicated,  that  is,  that  intercolonial 
free-trade  is  only  to  be  brought  about  at 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  a  federal 
tariff.  Something  has  been  said  with  re¬ 
ference  to  the  attitude  of  the  colony  of 
Victoria  in  this  matter.  I  confess  that  I 
was  a  little  surprised  to  hear  the  utterances 
of  one  hon.  member  from  that  colony,  who 
expressed  himself  with  some  hesitation 
as  to  the  pro})riety  of  calling  a  system 
of  intercolonial  free-trade  into  existence 
immediately  on  the  establishment  of  a 
federal  constitution,  or  even  immediately 
on  the  adoption  of  a  federal  tariff.  I 
had  shared  the  somewhat  common  idea 
that  Victoria,  by  force  of  the  protective 
system  'which  she  has  so  long  enjoyed,  had 
built  up  her  manufactures  to  such  a  state 
of  perfection  that  they  could  defy  compe¬ 
tition,  and  that  if  the  barriere  w'hich  pre¬ 
vent  free  commercial  relationships  between 
the  colonies  were  done  away  with  it  would 
enable  her  to  compete  in  the  markets  of 
all  the  other  colonies  with  regard  to  local 
manufactures.  However,  I  freely  admit 
that  we  owe  a  duty  to  our  manufacturers,, 
to  those  whom,  by  the  adoption  of  a  certain 
fiscal  system,  we  have  encouraged  to  in¬ 
vest  their  capital  in  the  establishment  of 
manufactories  which  are  only  now,  or 
lately,  commencing  to  return  them  any 
profitable  results.  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
member  that  the  arguments  which  have 
evidently  operated  on  his  mind  apply  with 
tenfold  force  to  our  colony  of  South  Aus¬ 
tralia,  for  there  we  have  only  had  the  benefit 
of  a  protective  system  during  the  last  few 
years.  It  was  originally  adopted  in  a 
modified  form  in  1885  ;  and  afterwards,, 
in  1887,  we  practically  copied  the  system 
which  had  been  adopted  with  so  much 
success  in  Victoria,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
however,  that  althougli  the  minds  of  our 
manufactiuersand  colonists  generally  have 
been  profoundly  agitated  by  tliis  question, 
on  its  most  careful  investigation  they  have 

Fourth  day. 


Ik€SoIu(ions. 


156  Federal  Constitution :  [9  March,  1391.] 


come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  question 
of  intercolonial  free- trade  ought  not  to  im¬ 
pede  the  com'se  of  federation.  Every  step 
was  taken  to  ventilate  tlie  subject.  A 
committee  of  botli  houses  was  charged 
with  the  duty  of  inquiring  into,  and  re¬ 
porting  upon,  the  probable  result  of  inter¬ 
colonial  free-trade  in  South  Australia, 
and  their  repoi-t,  though  of  com'se  it  is 
only  something  in  the  sliape  of  a  guide  as 
regards  the  locality  to  which  it  refers,  is 
as  follows  ; — 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  intercolonial 
free-trade  on  the  basis  of  a  uniform  tariff,  and 
regard  it  as  a  corollary  of  the  federation  of  the 
Australian  colonies.  We  recognise  the  many 
difficulties  which  have  to  be  overcome  before 
federation  can  be  accomplished,  and  are  of 
opinion,  in  the  meantime,  that  practically  the 
^vhole  of  the  existing  reasons  for  postponement 
will  then  have  passed  away.  The  benefits  aris¬ 
ing  from  intercolonial  free-trade  will  far  out¬ 
weigh  any  disadvantages  which  may  result. 

If  that  is  the  case,  as  I  believe  it  is  the 
case  in  South  Australia,  where  we  have 
only  had  for  a  short  period  the  benefit  of 
the  protective  system,  how  much  more  is 
it  likely  to  be  the  case  in  Victoria  where 
the  circumstances  are  so  different.  At  the 
same  lime  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  if  our  manufac 
turers  could  know  with  some  degree  of 
certainty  when  the  encouragement,  sup¬ 
port,  and  .safeguard  which  they  are  deriving 
from  intercolonial  tariffs  is  likely  to  be  with¬ 
drawn  from  them.  I  think  it  is  a  pity  that 
that  time  should  be  allowed  to  be  clouded 
by  any  degree  of  uncertainty,  and  I  should 
be  happy,  indeed,  to  support  any  resolution 
for  the  purpose  of  naming  a  fixed  and  de¬ 
finite  time  when  intercolonial  duties  will 
be  abolished,  so  that  our  manufacturers 
may  know  the  circumstances  with  which 
they  may  have  to  deal,  and  may  make 
their  arrangements  accordingly.  I  do  not 
think  it  ought  to  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
such  an  uncertain  state  as  the  date  of  the 
accomplishment  of  our  wishes  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  establishment  of  Australasian 
[d/r.  Kingston. 


federation.  I  am  anxious  and  sanguine 
that  that  date  shall  be  an  early  date ;  but 
at  the  same  time,  for  the  reasons  to  which 
I  have  already  referred,  it  should  be  put 
within  the  four  corners  of  a  law,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  doubt  or  uncertainty  on 
the  subject,  which  is  always  prejudicial  in 
commercial  matters.  As  1  have  quoted 
the  report  of  our  commission  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  supplying  information  to  lion, 
members  as  to  the  precise  state  of  affairs 
in  South  Australia  as  far  as  we  have  been 
able  to  gather  them,  I  should  like  to  say 
that  there  is,  on  the  general  question  of 
intercolonial  free-trade,  a  paragraph  in  that 
report  which  appears  to  me  to  so  fairly  set 
out  the  advantages  which  we  may  expect 
to  derive  from  the  adoption  of  a  system  of 
that  character,  that  I  may  be  permitted  to 
quote  it,  adopting  it  as  my  own  : 

Your  commissioners  are  firmly  convinced  that 
the  welfare  of  Australia  will  be  promoted  by  the 
abandonment  of  all  restrictions  upon  intercolo¬ 
nial  trade  by  adopting  such  a  policy  the  one 
object  of  which  will  be  throughout  Australia  to 
render  industry  productive  by  leaving  it  to  fol¬ 
low  natural  channels  of  employment,  and  by 
affording  every  possible  facility  to  commerce  to 
freely  realise  rapid  progress,  wealth,  and  pros¬ 
perity  by  developing  in  each  colony  the  industry 
for  which  nature  has  best  fitted  it,  without 
wasteful  rivalry. 

These  arguments  appear  to  me  to  be  well 
founded,  and  I  shall  therefore,  subject  to 
the  qualifications  which  I  have  already 
indicated,  be  found  suj)porting  the  resolu¬ 
tions  touching  upon  that  subject.  The  4th 
resolution  raises  the  question  of  defence, 
and  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  a  more 
prominent  position  might  well  have  been 
given  to  this  question  than  it  occupies.  I 
am  not  going  to  discuss  the  details  of  pos¬ 
sible  provisions  on  the  subject  which  may 
be  considered  necessary  to  be  embodied  in 
the  constitution.  An  lion,  member  has 
already  addressed  himself  to  that  question; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  every  citizen,  or 
every  person  worthy  of  the  name  of  citi¬ 
zen,  recognises  it  as  his  duty  in  time  of 
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war  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  his 
country.  It  is  almost  a  corollary  of  that 
proposition,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  true 
citizen  in  time  of  peace  to  qualify  liimself 
to  render  efficient  service  in  time  of  need 
without  unnecessary  expense  to  the  com¬ 
munity  of  which  he  is  a  member.  I  trust 
that  our  federal  legislation  will  recognise 
the  soundness  of  the  principles  whicli  I 
venture  to  lay  down,  and  that  effect  will 
be  given  to  them  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  I  am  hopeful,  indeed,  that  wdien 
we  have  legislation  of  that  character  its  re¬ 
sults  w  ill  be  apparent  in  the  manhood  of 
united  Australia,  and  that  it  will  add  alike 
to  the  dignity  and  safety  of  the  nation  and 
be  productive  of  the  happiest  results.  The 
preliminary  resolutions,  1,  2,  3,  and  4-,  seem 
to  me  to  deal  with  the  chief  objects  of  fede¬ 
ration  :  defence  and  intercolonial  free- 
trade,  accompanied  by  a  federal  tariff. 
I  think  that,  although  it  might  possibly 
raise  subjects  wdiich  it  is  unnecessary  to 
discuss  at  the  present  time,  we  might  have 
added  to  these  a  resolution  which  w’ould 
recognise  that  in  the  natural  order  of 
things  the  federal  parliament  would  be 
properly  charged  wdth  the  duty  of  estab¬ 
lishing  uniform  laws  on  mattei's  of  common 
interest.  We  all  know  the  difficulties 
which  at  present  surround  the  adoption 
of  legislation  to  give  effect  to  provisions 
whicli  are  desired  equally  by  the  people  of 
the  different  colonies,  and  in  which  they 
have  practically  a  common  interest.  There 
are  one  or  two  questions  which  might 
almost  be  associated  with  the  que.stion  of 
defence.  I  regard  as  second  only  to  the 
necessity  of  protecting  our  shores  against 
actual  invasion,  the  necessity  of  protecting 
Australia  against  the  influx  of  aliens, 
Asiatics,  criminals,  paupers,  and  other 
undesirable  classes.  In  the  legislation 
which  we  have  been  already  compelled  to 
adopt  on  these  subjects,  we  know  that  there 
has  been  a  striving  after  uniformity  ;  but 
that  uniformity  has  seldom  been  obtained. 


It  is  idle  for  one  state,  unless  it  erects  a 
hostile  barrier  on  its  intercolonial  bound¬ 
aries,  to  attempt  to  pass  useful  legislation 
prohibiting  or  restricting  an  influx  of 
that  character,  if  there  is  no  community 
of  action  on  the  part  of  the  rest  of  the 
colonies ;  and  wdien  the  doors  of  Australia 
are  thrown  open  by  the  omission  of  one 
state  to  do  its  duty,  the  undesirable  class 
which  any  colony  w'ishes  to  guard  against 
may  come  in,  not  at  the  front  door,  but  at 
the  back — not  at  her  own  seaports,  but 
through  the  territoiy  of  her  neighbours.  It 
w’ould  be  w'ell,  for  this  reason,  to  specify 
as  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  tlie 
adoption  of  a  federal  constitution  the  uni¬ 
formity  of  legislation  in  the  direction  to 
which  I  have  referred.  No  doubt  we  shall 
have  an  opportunity  in  Committee  to 
amend  the  resolutions  in  this  direction,  and 
if  that  is  not  thought  desirable  w’e  may 
make  the  required  provision  in  the  bill. 
Having  thus  stated  the  general  object  of 
the  federation,  we  find  in  the  three  succeed¬ 
ing  paragraphs  the  means  by  which  they 
are  proposed  to  be  accomplished.  I  would 
say  here,  that  although  I  believe  a  con¬ 
trary  opinion  is  entertained  by  some,  it 
appears  to  me  we  are  adopting  a  proper 
course  when  first  we  fix  the  objects  which 
w^e  desire  to  accomplLsh,  and  then  sub^ 
sequeiitly  proceed  to  lay  dowui  and  de¬ 
fine  the  means  by  wffiich  w'e  hope  to  efiect 
them.  No  exception  can  be  taken  to  the 
proposition  that  the  parliament  should  con¬ 
sist  of  two  houses.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  deal  with  some  matters  of  federal 
interest  by  means  of  a  single  chamber; 
but  w’e  know  that  the  result  has  not 
been  encouraging.  A  parliament  consist¬ 
ing  of  two  houses  may  be  considered  an 
essential  of  a  federal  constitution.  Al¬ 
though  an  hon.  member  has  questioned 
wdiether  there  is  anything  very  much  in 
the  name  w  hich  we  attach  to  either  house, 

I  think  that  a  very  w’ise  suggestion  w’as 
made  that  the  second  chamber  should  be 
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dignified  by  the  name  of  tlie  council  of 
the  states,  which  at  once  gives  an  idea,  to 
all  who  may  be  interested  in  considering 
its  constitution,  of  the  nature  of  the  func¬ 
tions  which  it  has  to  perform,  and  enables 
us  at  the  earliest  moment  to  dissociate  it 
from  the  ideas  which  we  ordinaril}''  enter¬ 
tain  with  reference  to  second  chambers, 
and  wliich  it  appeal's  to  me,  for  reasons 
wliich  have  been  already  dwelt  upon,  can¬ 
not  properly  apply  to  the  proposed  council 
of  the  states.  This  proposed  term,  I  believe, 
is  borrowed  from  the  Swiss  Constitution, 
and  I  think  we  might  go  further,  and  take 
advantage  of  the  suggestion  wliich  we  find 
in  that  constitution,  as  regards  the  name 
which  should  be  attached  to  the  more  popu¬ 
lar  branch  of  the  legislature.  It  is  proposed 
liere  to  call  it  the  house  of  representatives. 
I  do  not  think  we  have  in  Australia — 
though,  no  doubt,  we  have  in  Australasia 
— a  body  which  is  dignified  by  a  term 
of  the  description  used.  I  think  it  is 
the  invariable  practice  in  Australia  to 
refer  to  our  popular  chambers  as  assem¬ 
blies,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we  were 
to  keep  to  this  custom,  and  apply  the 
term  “  national  ”  to  the  popular  chamber, 
and  call  it  the  national  assembly,^’  we 
would  be  adopting  a  course  which  has  a 
good  deal  to  recommend  it,  and  would 
facilitate  the  appreciation  of  the  functions 
which  itisintendedto  repose  in  that  branch 
of  the  parliament.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  intended  in  the  federal  constitution 
to  provide  for  a  uniform  system  as  regards 
the  election  of  the  senate.  Tor  my  own 
part,  I  venture  to  consider  that  any  suchat- 
tempt  would  be  a  mistake,  and  that  we  shall 
be  doing  best  if  we  allow  the  people  of  the 
various  states  to  provide  such  means  as 
are  acceptable  to  them  ;  and  it  appears  to 
ane  also  that  it  would  be  absolutely  im¬ 
possible,  if  we  attempt  to  lay  down  a  uni¬ 
form  system,  to  deprive  the  people  of  the 
states  of  the  riglit  of  appointment  by  their 
direct  vote.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
£i/r.  Kingston. 


great  invasion  of  the  popular  right.s  pos¬ 
sessed  by  the  inhabitants  of  any  particular 
colony  if  the  federal  constitution  were  to 
provide  that  they  should  not  exercise 
their  right  of  election  in  such  a  way  as 
would  make  the  persons  elected  their  di¬ 
rect  nominees  by  the  popular  vote.  And 
I  would  like  to  say  in  this  connection 
that  we  have  had  some  experience  of  the 
difiiciilties  attendant  on  any  attempt  to 
secure  uniformity  in  the  appointment  of 
federal  senators.  No  doubt  if  uniformity 
w^erc  attempted,  and  it  were  not  gener¬ 
ally  provided  in  the  federal  constitution 
that  senators  should  be  elected  directly  by 
the  people,  some  such  course  would  be 
considered  desirable  as  obtains  in  other 
countries  wdiere  they  are  elected  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature. 
But  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Butledge,  varying  circum¬ 
stances  affect  the  constitution  of  the  second 
chamber  in  different  colonies,  and  whilst 
in  some  colonies  it  might  be  considered  a 
desirable  thing  to  confide  to  the  two 
houses  the  power  in  question,  particularly 
where  the  second  Iiouse  is  elective,  a  simi-^ 
lar  remark  might  not  apply  to  other  pro¬ 
vinces,  where  the  second  chamber,  as  lias 
been  mentioned,  is  differently  constituted. 
TliLs  question  was  discussed  not  so  very 
long  ago,  in  1889,  in  the  Federal  Council, 
where  there  were  present  representatives 
of  all  the  colonies  of  Australia  except  this 
great  colony,  and  the  result  then  unani¬ 
mously  arrived  at  after  most  careful  con¬ 
sideration  was  as  follows  : — 

The  committee  carefully  deliberated  on  tJie 
question  of  a  uniform  system  for  the  selection 
of  representatives  from  the  different  colonies, 
but  are  unable  to  recommend  any  system.  Con¬ 
siderable  advantage  w'ould  probably  result  from 
uniformity  ;  but  the  differences  in  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  parliaments  of  the  various  colonies 
render  objectionable  the  uniform  system  of  elec¬ 
tion  by  members  of  Parliament ;  and  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  not  yet  practicable 
to  recj[uire  the  election  of  representatives  by  con¬ 
stituencies  of  the  people.  Moreover,  as  the  chief 
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object  of  any  system  must  }>e  to  secure  the  re¬ 
presentation  ill  the  council  of  each  colony  in  the 
manner  most  satisfactory  to  the  people,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  the  committee  that  that  object  will  be 
attained  by  continuing  the  present  unrestrained 
right  of  the  people  in  each  colony  to  decide  the 
matter  for  themselves  through  the  local  legisla¬ 
tures. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  there  will  be  no 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  independence 
of  the  people  of  the  various  communities 
in  settling  this  matter  as  they  think  best. 
So  long  as  they  are  satisfied,  so  long  as  they 
are  free  to  adopt  whatever  mode  they  please 
to  secure  their  cfiectual  representation,  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  is  a  matter  for  them- 
fielves,  'with  which  the  other  colonies  have 
no  right  to  interfere,  and  with  which  inter¬ 
ference  would  only  be  a  source  of  difficulty 
and  trouble  with  no  corresponding  beneficial 
results.  The  question  of  the  constitution 
of  the  senate  brings  me  face  to  face  with 
one  of  the  most  important  questions  wliicli 
have  been  raised  during  the  course  of  the 
debate — the  question  of  the  powers  which 
the  senate  ought  to  enjoy ;  and  I  feel — I 
imagine,  in  common  with  other  delegates 
— very  much  indebted  to  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  for  the  mode  in 
which  he  called  attention  to  the  matter, 
and  emphasised  the  great  distinction  which 
exists  between  the  senate  and  the  upper 
chambers  with  'which  we  are  accustomed 
to  deal,  though  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  did  not, 
possibly,  commit  himself  to  any  very  dis¬ 
tinct  proposition  as  to  the  exact  course 
that  should  be  pursued. 

Colonel  Smith  :  ITe  gave  us  several  in¬ 
dications — feelers ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  It  appears  to  me 
that  we  will  do  well  to  copy  the  example 
which  the  hon.  member  has  set,  and  it  will 
be  a  pity,  indeed,  if  at  this  early  stage  of 
our  deliberations  wo  commit  ourselves  to 
any  definite  course  for  meeting  the  diffi¬ 
culties  wliich  lie  has  pointed  out  in  such  a 
w'ay  that  it  miglit  make  it  difficult  for  us 
to  subsequently  withdraw  and  revise  our 


opinions.  Therefore,  sir,  I  propose  to  dis- 
CU.SS  the  question  in  a  similar  strain,  hardly 
contemplating  the  possibility  of  niy  being 
so  fortunate  as  to  hit  upon  tlie  solution  ; 
but  rather  venturing  the  expression  of  my 
ideas  in  order  that  they  may  be  criticised 
and  their  worth  ascertained,  Followdna 
up  the  arguments  advanced  by  the  pre¬ 
ceding  speakers,  I  think  there  is  no  great 
reason  for  anticipating  a  collision  of  any 
serious  nature  between  the  two  houses, 
becau.se  they  are  responsible  to  tlie  same 
people.  The  sole  distinction  is  that  wliile 
the  electors  are  the  same,  the  electorates 
are  different.  We  have  had,  I  might 
almost  say,  a  miserable  experience  of  con¬ 
flict  between  different  branches  of  colonial 
legislatures.  But  from  wdiab  cause  did 
that  proceed  ?  It  arose  from  the  fact  that 
the  electors  were  not  the  same,  nor  were 
the  interests  the  same.  Here  the  elec¬ 
tors  are  the  same,  and  I  venture  to  think 
also  that  here  the  interests  are  the  same. 

An  Hex.  Member  :  Not  necessarily  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON :  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that,  in  matters  of  national  import¬ 
ance — and  national  questions  are  the  only 
ones  with  which  the  federal  parliament  will 
have  power  to  deal — it  wdll  seldom  occur 
that  there  v.dll  be  such  a  clashing  between 
state  interests  and  national  interests  that 
a  collision  'will  be  likely  to  be  involved  be¬ 
tween  the  representatives  of  the  state  in 
the  senate  and  the  representatives  of  the 
people  in  the  national  assembly.  The  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  challenged  the  Con¬ 
vention  to  define  what  are  state  rights  in 
national  questions. 

Mr.  Deakix  :  And  I  have  not  yet  been 
answered  ! 

]Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Itbink  the  lion,  gen¬ 
tleman  has  been  fairly  enough  answei'ed 
by  one  or  two  delegates  who  have  spoken, 
and  who  have  quoted  instances.  There 
may  be  occasions  when  the  two  things  will 
bo  opposed,  the  one  to  the  otlier.  I  do 
not  think  that  such  occasions  will  ]ye 
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frequent,  and  I  look  forward  to  the  tune 
when  it  may  be  found  advisable  to  alter 
the  constitution  of  the  federation  in  such 
a  way  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of 
special  pi*ovision  for  the  protection  of  state 
rights.  But,  at  present,  that  time  has 
not  come.  State  rights  must  be  protected, 
and  I  look  upon  it  as  an  absolute  essen¬ 
tial  for  the  approval  of  such  a  constitu¬ 
tion  as  we  may  see  fit  to  adopt  liere,  by 
the  parliaments  and  peoples  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  colonies,  that  we  may  be  able  to 
point  to  full  and  efiectual  provisions  and 
safeguards  in  the  shape  of  protection  for 
those  rights  and  interests  which  are  gener¬ 
ally  classed  and  included  under  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  state  rights.  No  doubt  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  federal  sentiment  in 
the  air,  and  'we  are  attempting  to  give 
it  some  practical  efiect ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  we  must  recognise  this  fact,  that 
there  is  a  feeling,  and  a  natural  feeling, 
though,  perhaps,  it  may  not  be  capable  of  the 
most  logical  justification,  on  the  part  of  the 
parliaments  and  peoples  of  the  different 
state.s,  that  they  will  require  safeguards  to 
be  provided  for  the  preservation  of  state  in¬ 
terests  before  they  will  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  adoption  of  a  constitution  providing 
for  a  federal  government.  I  know,  sir,  what 
the  difficulty  was  only  a  short  time  since 
in  connection  wdth  our  own  colony  when 
it  was  souglit  to  alter  the  representation 
enjoyed  by  the  various  colonies  in  the 
Federal  Council.  The  alteration  proposed 
to  recognise  only  in  the  most  infinitesimal 
degree  the  claims  of  extra  population  to 
extra  representation.  But  what  was  the 
result  1  Why,  it  was  affirmed  in  our 
Parliament,  though  by  only  one  branch — 
and  I  think  a  sentiment  exists  in  South 
Australia  to  a  very  considerable  extent  at 
tlie  present  time,  which  approves  of  the 
resolution  then  arrived  at — that  if  extra 
representation  was  to  be  conceded  to  any 
colony  in  one  chamber  on  account  of  extra 
population  it  was  an  essential  to  the  ap- 
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proval  of  the  constitution  that  there  should 
be  a  second  chamber,  in  which  all  the 
states  would  be  equally  represented.  I 
think  the  sentiment  to  which  I  have  re¬ 
ferred  exists  throughout  the  majority  of 
the  states,  and  it  is  a  natural  one,  and  one 
which  must  be  dealt  with  and  met  by  con¬ 
cessions  on  the  part  of  the  larger  states. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  And  no  concessions  on  the 
part  of  the  smaller  states  I 

^Ir.  KINGSTON  :  Fair  concessions 
should  be  made  on  both  sides.  It  is  only 
a  question  for  us  to  ascertain  what  is  fair 
under  the  circumstances.  But  the  position 
we  find  is  :  the  smaller  state.s  enjoying  all 
the  benefits  of  local  independence ;  other 
states,  larger,  enjoying  similar  privileges. 
We  are  of  one  mind  that  an  effort  should 
be  made  to  induce  all  to  enter  a  federa¬ 
tion  ;  and  I  appreciate  the  position  which 
is  emphasised  by  the  interjection  of  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro,  that  just  as 
you  make  concessions  which  are  pleasing 
to  the  people  of  the  smaller  states,  and  may 
meet  their  particular  views,  so  you  afford 
grounds  for  disapproval  by  the  representa¬ 
tives  and  people  of  the  larger  colonies. 
It  cannot  be  otherwise ;  it  must  be  so. 
All  we  have  got  to  do  is  to  find  out,  if  we 
possibly  can,  wffiat  is  fair  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Surely  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Munro,  will  recognise  that  the  majority 
which  you  will  be  able  to  command  in  the 
popular  branch  of  the  assembly  ought  to 
be  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes  ? 

Mr.  ^luxRO  :  Not  if  it  is  checkmated  in 
the  other  chamber  ! 

:Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Does  tlie  hon.  dele^ 
gate  desire  that  the  same  sway  .should  be 
exercised  by  the  larger  states  in  the  senate 
as  is  enjoyed  in  the  assembly  1 

Mr.  Muxro  :  No,  I  only  want  fair  play  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  There  must  be  a 
check,  and  a  substantial  check,  and  if  the 
smaller  states  are  only  going  to  be  oftered 
something  which  is  nominally  a  check, 
and  which  will  not  stand  the  test  of  time 
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and  use,  it  appears  to  me  difficult  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  there  ^vill  be  any  disposition  on 
their  part  to  enter  into  an  alliance,  by 
whicli  tliey  practically  subordinate  their 
powers  and  interests  in  every  federal  ques¬ 
tion  to  the  decision  of  the  majority  in  the 
national  assembly.  It  is  suggested  that 
the  smaller  states - 

Colonel  Smith  :  Will  govern  the  lot ! 

Mr.  KINCbSTON  :  Will  govern  the  lot ; 
but,  when  the  claims  of  extra  population 
are  recognised  in  a  national  assembly,  is 
not  that  a  sufficient  safeguard  ? 

Mr.  Munro  ;  No  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  ;  Well,  it  appears  to 
me  that  we  are  either  coinj^  to  have  a 
senate  worthy  of  the  name  or  that  we  are 
not.  If  we  are  to  have  a  senate  exercisin" 

O 

no  practical  control  over  the  course  of 
legislation,  we  had  better  have  only  one 
chamber.  If  we  are  going  to  have  two 
houses,  let  ns  have  them  possessing  mutual 
control,  the  one  over  the  other ;  and,  as 
regards  the  possibility  of  collision  between 
the  two,  I  have  already  dwelt  on  the  simi¬ 
larity  of  constitution  wdiich  would  prevent 
the  probability  of  such  a  clashing.  I  am 
willing  to  meet  the  views  of  hon.  delegates 
in  any  way  which  may  be  suggested  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  two  houses  collec¬ 
tively,  or  the  one  house — the  senate — into 
touch  with  the  popular  sentiment.  The  peri¬ 
odical  elections,  it  appears  to  me,  will  have 
such  an  elFect  ;  but  I  have  heard  a  further 
suggestion,  that  it  might  be  provided  in 
the  federal  constitution  that  in  the  case  of 
a  penal  dissolution  of  the  assembly  a  cer¬ 
tain  proportion  of  the  senators  might  be 
sent  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Playford  ;  Send  them  all  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Or  send  them  all. 
They  would  have  nothing  to  fear  if  they 
were  faithfully  representing  the  interests 
of  which  they  had  charge,  but  so  long  as 
we  recognise,  as  we  must  recogni.se,  the 
existence  of  state  rights,  so  long  as  we 
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appreciate  the  fact  that  the  allaying  of 
the  apprehensions  of  the  smaller  colonies 
as  to  their  practical  extinction  in  the 
federal  parliament  is  an  essential  to  theii* 
approval  of  any  sclicme  of  federation,  I 
am  sure  that  we  must  see  that  it  will  be 
desirable  to  confer  on  tlie  senate  really,  and 
not  simjdy  nominally  important  powers. 
In  this  respect,  meeting  the  objection 
wliich  has  been  urged  by  the  hon.  delegate 
from  Victoria,  Mr.  Munro,  I  say  that  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  necessary  to  make 
the  two  hou.ses  of  exactly  co-ordinate  juris¬ 
diction.  I  do  think  that  they  should  have 
a  power  which  was  suggested  by  the  lion, 
delegate  from  Queensland,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  namely,  the  power  of  veto  in  detail 
in  re.spect  to  money  bills,  I  think  that  if 
that]K)wer  is  conceded — thepov/er  of  which 
they  are  sought  to  be  deprived  by  the  re¬ 
solutions  w  hich  it  is  our  duty  to  consider — 
no  very  great  objection  could  be  urged  to 
the  national  assembly  retaining  the  pow’er 
of  originating  money  bills  and  indeed  I 
do  not  know  that  I  follow  the  argument 
wliich  has  been  advanced  by  some,  that  it 
is  necessary,  if  w-e  give  the  pow'er  of 
amending  money  bills  to  the  senate,  to  give 
them  also  control  over  the  executive. 

Mr.  Playford  :  No  doubt  about  that ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON:  There  may  be 
more  in  the  argument  than  at  lirst  sight 
appears  ;  but  I  confess  tliat  wlien  those 
who  opposed  the  strengthening  of  the 
senate,  by  conferring  upon  it  the  pow’er 
of  vetoing  money  bills  in  detail,  argued 
that  if  you  conferred  that  power,  you 
must  also  give  them  control  over  the  ex¬ 
ecutive,  I  failed  to  follow^  the  argument. 
And  dealing  wuth  another  argument  w  hich 
has  been  advanced — that  responsible  gov- 
ei*nment  is  incompatible  with  a  parliament 
consisting  of  two  chambers,  one  possessing 
the  power  of  vetoing  money  bills ;  if  there 
is  anything  in  that  argument — and  I  con¬ 
fess  that  I  do  not  see  any  great  force  in  it 
— what  is  the  result  when  it  is  followed  outi 
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Wliy,  v.  e  are  simply  brought  face  to  face 
with  the  proposition,  is  it  essential  to  the 
establishment  of  a  federal  constitution  that 
we  should  have  a  system  of  responsible 
government — a  system,  as  has  been  pointed 
out  by  thchon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Grill! th, 
which  in  its  present  form  has  been  the 
growth  of  comparatively  recent  years'? 
There  is  no  constitution  which  I  know  of 
in  existence  in  Australia,  or  in  any  other 
British  community,  which  provides  within 
its  four  corners,  with  the  definiteness  which 
is  proposed  by  this  resolution,  that  there 
shall  be  responsible  government — that  there 
shall  be  an  executive,  whose  existence  must 
depend  on  the  goodwill  and  support  of 
the  popular  house.  It  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  no  such  constitution  in  existence ; 
and  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  lion, 
member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  in  the  absence 
of  such  a  provision  responsible  government 
in  its  ordinaiysense  can  hardly  be  deemed  an 
essential  of  any  Australian  constitution. 
I  thoroughly  agree  with  the  suggestion, 
that  wffien  we  are  initiating  a  system,  the 
effect  of  which  we  cannot  fully  estimate  at 
the  present  moment,  but  which  time  must 
prove,  it  is  highly  desirable  to  allow  the 
utmost  room  for  alteration  in  practice — to 
allow  the  greatest  elasticity,  so  that  from 
time  to  time  such  amendments  may  be 
made  in  the  pmctical  working  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  as  may  be  found  to  be  necessary. 
I  think  under  these  circumstances  that  there 
is  much  to  recommend  it  in  the  suggestion 
that  the  resolution  sliouldbe  amended  by  the 
omission  of  the  express  provision  on  the 
subject  which  we  at  present  find  con¬ 
tained  in  it.  Further,  if  it  is  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  federation  with  two  chambers  of 
uliaost  co-ordinate  jurisdiction  and  with¬ 
out  responsible  government,  or  no  federa¬ 
tion,  I  think  there  is  a  very  great  deal  to 
drive  us  to  the  conclusion  that  we  should 
be  warranted  at  least  in  submitting  to  the 
consideration  of  the  people  of  the  different 
colonies  a  sclieme  which  provided  for  fed- 
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oration  even  without  responsible  govorn- 
meiit.  Of  course,  it  is  not  desirable  to  com¬ 
plicate  the  initiation  of  this  system  by  the 
introduction  of  novelties.  No  doubt  a 
continuance  of  the  existing  ])ractico  of 
responsible  government  would  be  more 
mulily  accepted  by  the  people  of  the 
various  states  by  whom  it  is  v/ell  under¬ 
stood  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  we,  having 
experience  of  tlie  working  of  responsible 
government,  must  confess  that  the  system 
is  not  without  its  disadvantages,  though  of 
course  it  is  much  easier  to  criticise  than  to 
suggest  reforms.  If  we  are  satisfied  by  the 
various  arguments  wliicli  have  been  ex¬ 
pressed  to  us  that  responsible  government 
is  incompatible  with  a  parliament  com¬ 
posed  of  two  houses,  and  possessing  the 
jurisdiction  to  which  I  have  referred, 
it  is  our  duty  to  consider  whether  we 
should  not  provide  for  such  a  parlia¬ 
ment  without  insisting  on  its  being 
accompanied  by  responsible  government. 
And  we  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  in  connection  with  the  working  of 
responsible  government  there  are  various 
difficulties,  to  wdiich  I  need  not  refer  in 
detail,  but  which  continually  occur,  and 
which  in  many  instances  have  prevented, 
and  no  doubt  in  the  future  will  prevent, 
the  consideration  of  wise  and  useful  legis¬ 
lation  simply  on  its  merits,  and  without 
reference  to  matters  which  ousrht  not  to 
prevail.  It  seems  as  if,  from  our  experi¬ 
ence,  these  disadvantages  are  inseparable 
from  the  system.  Of  course  it  is  better 
that  we  should  bear  the  ills  with  which 
we  are  acquainted  than  introduce  a  system 
of  which  we  have  no  practical  knowledge, 
and  which  may  he  attended  with  even 
greater  disadvantages  ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  learning  wisdom  from  the  experience 
of  other  countries,  we  may  turn  to  cases 
such  as  Switzerland^  where  the  rights  of 
the  people  are  conserved  and  state  rights 
are  recognised  to  their  fullest  extent,  yet  no 
system  of  responsible  government  prevails. 
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Mr.  Munro:  It  takes  a  revolution  to 
get  fair  ])]ay  in  the  states  occasionally  I 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  I  do  not  propose  at 
this  stage  to  discu.ss  that  question  in  de¬ 
tail,  but  I  am  simply  inviting  lion,  dele¬ 
gates  to  consider  the  point.  First,  are 
they  .satisfied  that  responsible  government 
is  not  compatible  with  a  federal  system 
consisting  of  two  houses  of  co-ordinate 
jurisdiction,  and,  if  they  are,  to  consider 
whether  it  is  essential  that  responsible 
government  should  prevail,  or  whether  we 
might  not  adopt  a  system  something  of  the 
character  to  which  I  have  referred.  There 
is  only  one  other  matter  to  which  I  desire 
to  call  attention,  and  that  is  the  question 
of  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  Do  I  understand  the  hon. 
member  to  say  that  he  is  in  favour  of 
giving  the  senate  power  to  amend  an  ap¬ 
propriation  bill  as  well  as  an  ordinary 
money  bill  ? 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  My  present  inclina¬ 
tion — and  I  think  I  am  justified  in  ex¬ 
pressing  my  views  at  this  stage  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  a  tentative  form — is  to  give 
the  senate  the  right  of  amending  all 
money  bills — not  of  increasing  the  burden, 
but  simply  of  exercising  the  power  of  veto 
in  detail. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  With  regard  to  appropria¬ 
tion  as  well  as  other  money  bills  ] 

]Mr.  KINGSTON  :  My  present  idea  is 
that  no  exception  should  prevail,  because, 
of  course,  in  appropriation  bills,  by  the 
aids  of  devices  of  which  history  affords 
various  instances,  the  most  important 
questions  can  be  raised,  and  any  house 
which  does  not  possess  the  power  of  amend¬ 
ing  or  vetoing  money  bills  in  detail  can  be 
subjected  to  disadv’antages  which  practi¬ 
cally  render  it  powerless.  I  would  say  to 
the  hon.  delegate  that  I  am  only  desirous 
of  insisting  on  the  power  of  detail  as  re¬ 
gard  money  bills  being  vested  in  the  senate 
so  far  as  is  essential  to  the  protection  of 
state  rights.  If  it  were  possible  to  define 


exactly  \vhat  state  rights  are  I  should  be 
glad  enough  to  limit  tlie  power  of  the 
senate  to  veto  money  bills — allowing  them 
to  veto  all  money  bills  in  wliich  those 
rights  were  involved,  but  I  recognise 
very  grave  and  almost  insuperable  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  way  of  such  a  definition  ; 
and  until  I  hear  that  these  rights  are 
capable  of  definition  in  such  a  way  tliat 
by  limiting  the  pow'cr  of  the  senate  to 
veto  in  cases  in  which  they  are  involved, 
we  shall  not  be  prejudicially  affecting  the 
right  of  the  people  to  look  to  the  senate  as 
a  body  charged  with  the  duty,  and  in¬ 
trusted  with  the  power  of  officially  pro¬ 
tecting  those  interests  at  all  times — unless 
a  definition  can  be  arrived  at  of  the  char¬ 
acter  to  which  I  refer,  I  shall  prefer  to 
avoid  any  difficulty  or  danger  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  hy  keeping  the  provisions  as  proposed 
to  an  absolute  right  of  the  senate  to  veto 
in  detail.  There  is  just  one  other  matter 
to  wffiich  I  desire  to  refer — that  is,  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  executive.  There  is  a  provision 
intlie  Swiss  constitution  which  requiresthat 
no  two  members  of  the  executive  shall  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  same  canton  at  the  same  time. 
I  think  we  might  well  have  a  provision 
of  that  sort  in  regard  to  our  executive, 
because,  lilthough  in  the  natural  order 
of  things  there  Tvould  be  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  any  person  charged  with  the 
formation  of  a  federal  cabinet  to  secure 
the  representation  of  the  different  colonies, 
there  might  be  circumstances  under  which 
such  a  disposition  would  not  be  manifested, 
and  it  might  be  met  by  a  provision  of  the 
kind  I  have  indicated.  As  regards  the 
judiciary,  one  hon.  delegate,  I  think,  has 
refen*ed  to  the  appeal  to  the  Queen-in- 
Council  as  a  bond  of  union  existing  be¬ 
tween  the  colonies  and  the  mother  country, 
which  ought  not  to  be  disturbed.  In  my 
opinion,  sir,  it  is  a  bond  of  union  which 
is  productive  of  considerable  irritation  and 
annoyance,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  pity 
indeed  if  we  did  not,  as  contemplated 
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liei'G,  provide  for  the  constitution  of  r 
high  court  of  appeal,  its  most  important 
functions  being  the  duty  of  deciding 
constitutional  questions  arising  between 
the  federal  and  local  parliaments,  and 
the  duty  of  finally  settling  all  disputes 
arising  in  Australia,  and  dispensing  with 
the  necessity  for  an  appeal  to  the  Queen- 
in-Council.  There  is  one  other  matter  in 
connection  with  the  question  of  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  federal  judiciary  of  which 
we  ought  not  to  lose  sight.  I  should  be 
glad  indeed  to  see  a  federal  tribunal 
establishment  for  the  settlement  of  indus¬ 
trial  disputes.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
are  no  matters  of  greater  importance,  in 
view  of  our  vast  commercial  and  manu¬ 
facturing  interests,  than  the  adjustment  of 
disputes  between  employers  and  employes. 
Various  efforts  are  being  made  in  the 
different  colonies  for  the  establishment  of 
boards  of  conciliation  and  arbitration  hav¬ 
ing  this  end  in  view  3  but  on  account  of 
the  extensive  ramifications  of  the  various 
organisations  on  one  side  and  the  other,  it 
appears  to  me  that  local  legislation  is  in¬ 
competent  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the 
question  ;  and  I  think  that  when  we  are 
contemplating  the  question  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  federal  courts,  there  will  be  no 
matter  of  greater  importance  to  persons 
actively  engaged  in  trade  or  to  the  general 
community  than  the  supply  of  facilities  for 
the  speedy  settlement  of  troubles  of  the 
character  to  which  I  have  referred.  At 
the  present  moment  there  are  practically 
none  in  any  colony — certainly  there  are 
none  which  have  jurisdiction  sufficient  to 
deal  with  questions  involving  matters  be¬ 
yond  the  tenitory  of  the  particular  colony; 
and  I  am  sure  that  the  establishment  of  a 
court  of  the  character  to  which  I  refer 
would  be  productive  of  the  best  results. 
I  am  soiTy  I  have  occupied  the  time  of  the 
Convention  at  sucli  great  length.  I  had  not 
intended  to  trespass  so  long;  butthe  matter 
is  one  which  naturally  excites  our  interest, 
[d/?*.  Kingston* 


and  on  which  it  is  difiicult  to  refrain  from 
speaking  fully  on  the  various  views  which 
affect  the  consideration  of  the  principles  in¬ 
volved  in  the  resolutions^  I  thank  the 
Convention  for  the  patient  hearing  they 
have  accorded  to  me. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  :Mr.  President, 
the  lion,  member.  Sir  George  Grey, favoured 
the  Convention  with  a  speech  full  of  in¬ 
terest,  full  of  w’eighty  matter,  and  full  of 
most  interesting  rerainiscenses.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Convention  listened  to  him  with 
that  respect  to  which  his  long  services, 
his  abilities,  and  the  page  which  those  ser¬ 
vices  will  occupy  in  Australian  history  are 
entitled  ;  but  in  all  humility  I  venture  at 
this  early  stage  to  raise  my  voice  in  oppo 
sition  to  three  of  the  principles  which  he 
favoured.  I  do  sincerely  trust  that  in  any 
federation  scheme  which  the  Convention 
may  sketch  out,  no  opportunity  will  be 
given  for  effecting  an  easy  reform  of  its 
clauses.  We  must  remember  that  our 
federal  constitution,  if  it  ever  should  be 
passed,  must  be  included  in  an  act  of  the 
Imperial  legislature,  and  a  reform  of  it 
must  be  and  can  only  be  by  obtaining  the 
consent  of  that  sovereign  body.  I  sincerely 
trust  also  that  this  structure  will  have  its 
foundations  laid  so  solidly  and  so  soundly, 
that  it  will  rise  up  in  such  strength  and 
harmony  of  proportion  as  not  to  require 
repair  for  many  years  to  come.  Another  case 
I  understood  the  hon.  member.  Sir  George 
Grey,  to  put  was  that  he  favoured  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  governor-general  of  the 
future  dom  inion  of  Australia  being  a  colonial 
appointment.  But  as  long  as  this  country 
is  united  to  the  Crown  of  England — and  T 
liope  that  it  is  a  very  long  day  off  indeed 
when  it  shall  cease  to  be  so — I  maintain 
that  the  governor-general  of  the  future 
dominion  of  Australia  must  be  the  ap¬ 
pointee  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  our 
sovereign,  wdio  is  tlie  apex  of  that  struc¬ 
ture,  and  whose  name  we  revere  and  re¬ 
spect  in  this  colony  equally  as  in  any  other 
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part  of  her  Majesty^s  dominions.  When 
I  consider  the  men  with  whom  I  have  tlie 
pride  and  honor  to  be  associated  in  this 
C’oiivention — when  I  look  around  and  see 
tliose  men  who  have  for  so  many  years 
been  in  tlie  foremost  ranks  of  politics,  men 
of  high  statesmanlike  qualities,  men  who 
liave  fine  abilities  and  trained  experience ; 
men,  many  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  as  in 
your  case,  sir,  it  may  truly  be  said,  are 
not  only  statesmen,  but  scholars — I  say 
that  it  fills  me  with  hope,  as  it  does  every 
other  well-wisher  of  this  movement,  that 
in  that  combination  of  strength  there  will 
be  found  ability  enougli  to  devise  a  scheme 
Avhich  will  confirm  tlie  happiness  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  this  country.  No  doubt  the  diffi¬ 
culties  that  have  to  be  overcome  are 
numerous  and  startling  ;  but  Australians, 
in  their  private  life,  are  accustomed  to  en¬ 
counter  dangers  and  to  overcome  them  ; 
and  I  say  it  would  augur  badly  for  the 
cliaracter  of  the  foremost  public  men  of 
this  country  if  they  should  be  daunted  by 
tliose  difficulties,  and  if  they  should  not 
succeed  in  devising  the  scheme  that  we  all 
desire.  Should  it  be  otherwise,  should 
failure  unfortunately  attend  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  can  we  doubt  that  the  result  of  this 
debate  and  of  the  further  proceedings  will 
awaken  such  entliusiasm  for  this  great  ob¬ 
ject,  that  its  progress  must  be  onward,  that 
the  plough  to  which  we  have  set  our  liands 
will  not  be  abandoned  in  mid-furrow,  and 
that,  whether  this  year  or  next,  tlie  time  at 
all  events  is  not  far  distant  when  this  great 
object  will  be  brought  to  a  happy  and 
successful  conclusion  'I  Another  subject 
of  congratulation  is  that  should  we  agree 
upon  a  scheme,  there  is,  from  the  char¬ 
acter  of  those  men  to  whom  I  have  alluded, 
a  f ai  r  and  reasonable  expectation  that  they 
will  by  their  influence,  by  their  ability, 
and  their  patriotism,  be  able  to  convince 
their  fellow-colonists  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  this  land — and  not  only 
tlieir  fellow-colonists,  but  the  parliaments 


of  the  colonies  as  well — to  consent  to  the 
scheme,  and  to  surrender  those  powers 
which  it  is  proposed  to  take  from  them  in 
this  scheme  of  federation.  I  consider  that 
this  discu.ssion  is  not  in  its  academic  stage, 
that  we  are  now’  doing  work  which  w  ill 
save  time  in  Committee,  and  that  w’e  are 
advancing  solidly  and  securely  the  great 
object  we  have  in  view.  I  therefore  think 
it  w'ould  be  important  to  refer,  even  before 
we  allude  to  the  terms  of  some  of  these  reso¬ 
lutions,  to  some  of  the  principles  which  have 
brought  us  together.  If  in  this  discussion 
w'e  are  not  creating,  we  are  certainly  educat¬ 
ing  public  opinion  in  favour  of  this  move¬ 
ment,  and  it  is  necessaiy  to  set  before  the 
public  mind  reasons  adequate  for  the  sur¬ 
render  w  hich  w^eask  at  their  hands.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  about — and  I  think  you 
yourself  mentioned,  in  terms  that  I  wish  I 
could  equal,  as  regards  force  and  eloquence 
— the  great  advantages  w'hich  union  would 
give  to  the  well-being,  to  the  pow  er,  and  to 
tlie  happiness  and  comfort  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  Every  w’ord  of  that  is  true; 
but  I  go  further,  and  ask  to  put  before  the 
public  mind  that  view  which  I  think  is  an 
essential  of  this  movement,  quite  as  great 
as  .the  other,  and  tliat  is,  the  regard  for 
the  common  safety.  I  do  not  mean  alone 
external  security  ;  I  do  not  wisli  to  lay 
too  much  stress  upon  that ;  hut  I  ask  that 
the  colonies  shall  be  preserved  by  union 
from  each  other.  I  hold  it  to  be  irrefutable 
that,  as  the  w'ealth  of  these  colonies  grows, 
difficulties  wdll  inci-ease.  I  am  persuaded 
that  there  are  causes  of  difference  which, 
if  met  early,  can  be  easily  set  aside,  but 
wdiich,  if  allowed  to  grow,  will  increase 
until  they  become  subjects  of  national 
magnitude.  I  say  also,  remembering  that 
the  antagonism  of  relations  is  always  of 
the  most  lasting  kind,  that  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  we  should  by  this 
federal  government,  by  the  abolition  of 
the  causes  which  might  lead  to  this 
divergence  of  feeling,  have  that  union 
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Avhicli  would  be  a  common  parent  to  us 
all.  This  national  structure  wliicli  it  is 
proposed  to  erect  I  liope  will  have  one  ad- 
vantiige  which  similar  structures  of  feder¬ 
ates!  states  possess,  and  that  is  the  advan- 
tiige  of  well  balanced  powers.  Without  it 
we  could  have  nothing  but  ruin  and  con¬ 
fusion  ;  and  it  is  because  those  powers 
have  to  be  set  out  tliat  these  resolutions 
have  been  submitted  by  you,  and  in  a 
speech  the  conciliatory  tone  of  which  I  am 
sure  hon.  members  who  preceded  me  have 
attempted  to  imitate,  and  which  it  will  be 
niy  duty  to  attempt  to  imitate  also.  Now, 
sir,  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  word 
“  rights  ” — territonal  rights.  There  can  be 
very  little  difficulty  in  explaining  them;  but 
it  is  necessary  to  say  that  a  large  and  deep- 
seated  doubts  existed  in  the  public  mind 
of  several  of  the  colonies  as  to  whether 
cupidity  rather  than  patriotLsm  was  not 
.the  moving  principle  of  this  federation 
scheme.  That  doubt  should  be  removed  ; 
those  traducers  of  our  motives  should  be 
silenced,  so  that  there  may  be  no  possible 
misapprehension  as  to  why  these  words 
were  introduced.  If  it  were  necessary, 
in  order  to  complete  the  discomfiture  of 
those  who  made  this  a  ground  of  attack 
against  the  Convention,  I  w^ould  desire 
to  see  further  words  added  to  place  it  be¬ 
yond  all  doubt  that  there  should  be  no 
diminution  or  absorption  of  any  poiiiion  of 
the  territory  of  any  of  the  contracting 
states  or  colonies,  not  even  for  the  purpose 
of  making  new  colonies,  much  less  for  the 
purpose  of  aggrandising  one  at  the  expense 
of  the  other,  without  the  consent  absolutely 
freely  expressed  of  the  colony  interested. 
"VV  itii  regard  to  the  surrenders  tliat  may 
be  agreed  to,  I  am  greatly  pleased  to  find 
that  there  has  been  no  hon.  member  yet 
v/ho  did  not  express  liis  full  concurrence 
in  the  language  of  these  resolutions. 
Every  one  of  us  knows  that  in  order  to 
form  a  national  government  there  must  be 
an  absorption  of  some  of  the  functions  of 
[J/r,  Fitzgerald, 


those  states  or  colonics  which  form  that 
government ;  and  it  has  been  announced, 
and  it  is  a  settled  conviction  in  all  our 
minds,  that  not  one  iota  is  to  be  taken 
from  any  one  of  the  contracting  states  be¬ 
yond  that  wdiich  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  formation  of  a  national  govern¬ 
ment.  It  is  equally  necessary  for  that  go¬ 
vernment  to  be  clothed  with  sufficient 
power  to  attain  the  national  objects  for 
which  it  comes  into  existence  ;  and  if  it 
is  so  invested  it  follows  as  a  necessary 
sequence  that  it  must  be  endow’cd  witli  a  re¬ 
venue  sufficient  for  its  objects.  We  come- 
now  to  the  question,  how  that  revenue  is  to- 
be  obtained.  It  is  said  in  the  resolutions, 
tliat  it  is  to  be  obtained  from  the  customs 
of  the  various  colonies ;  but  before  allud¬ 
ing  to  that  I  will  just  deal  with  No.  2  of 
the  resolutions — and  here,  sir,  if  I  travel 
over  ground  that  has  been  already  most 
fully  and  ably  dealt  with,  I  apprehend  that 
I  may  reasonably  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  Convention,  because  it  appears  to  me 
that  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  that 
there  should  be  no  possible  mistake  outside 
as  to  what  the  language  of  these  resolutions 
is,  and  what  the  members  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion  mean.  Previous  speakers  have  ex¬ 
plained  to  us  fully  and  ably  the  difficulties 
that  will  beset  us  on  the  road  on  which 
we  are  travelling.  But  we  have  a  distinct 
and  clear  object  in  view.  We  see,tbe  goal 
at  wliich  we  aim,  and  it  is  the  settled,  de¬ 
termined  conviction,  I  honestly  believe,  of 
every  member  of  this  Convention,  that  so 
far  as  earnestness,  perseverance,  patience 
and  devotion  to  the  duties  which  he  is 
commissioned  here  to  discharge  are  con¬ 
cerned,  none  will  be  wanting  to  reach  that 
goal  fairly  and  securely.  It  is  true  that 
we  are  only  a  consultative  body.  It  is 
true  that  the  absolute  acceptance  or  rejec¬ 
tion  of  any  scheme  that  wo  may  form 
rests  with  those  outside — with  those  whose 
commission  we  hold,  namely,  the  people 
of  tJie  various  colonies ;  but  nevertheless 
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it  is  our  duty,  as  far  as  our  abilitie.s  enable 
us,  to  present  to  tliern  a  scheme  which  we 
can  honestly  recommend,  and  which  it  will 
be  our  duty  afterwards  to  defend,  and  if 
possible  see  carried  into  law.  The  2nd 
I'esolution  says  : 

That  the  trade  and  intercourse  Ixitwcen  the 
federated  colonies  .  .  shall  be  absolutely  free. 

I  heard  lion,  members  express  the  hope 
that  the  language  of  this  resolution  would 
be  made  clearer,  and  that  it  would  be  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  outside  world  that  no  change 
should  be  made  in  the  present  fiscal  sys¬ 
tems  of  this  coxintry  until  the  federation 
of  the  colonies  is  complete,  and  until  a 
new  system  of  taxation  has  become  law. 
What  necessity  is  thereto  declare  that? 
Can  it  be  believed  that  men  coming  here 
trained  in  commerce,  law,  and  finance, 
could  be  a  party  to  a  scheme,  could  be  at 
all  identified  with  any  movement,  the  basis 
of  which  would  be  an  injustice  to  that  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  people  to  advance  whose  inter¬ 
ests  our  highest  efforts  should  be  directed  ; 
and  is  it  necessary  that  we  should  give  any 
guarantee  either  to  those  wdio,  advocating 
protection,  have  expended  their  money  for 
the  advancement  of  some  object  under  the 
shadow  of  that  law,  or  to  those  who,  under 
free- trade,  have  built  warehouses,  and  have 
enlarged  and  done  everything  to  expand 
commerce — to  open  the  doors  to  the  wide 
world — ‘is  it  necessary  for  us  to  tell  them 
that  if  a  new  system  of  taxation  is  agreed 
on  which  will  savour  of  injustice,  which  will 
bear  any  stamp  of  neglect,  to  them  will  be 
extended  the  same  protection  as  to  those  on 
the  other  side?  Let  us  give  any  guarantees 
that  will  be  required,  whether  for  a  year  or 
two  or  five  years.  What  is  that  in  the  history 
of  this  great  country?  But  if  it  were  longer, 
because  it  would  bo  just  to  make  it  longer, 
I  say  let  everything  go,  but  let  justice 
stand,  and  let  not  olir  lii'st  efibrts  in  this 
direct.ion  give  to  anybody  the  right  to  say 
that  our  federal  scheme  was  stamped  with 
any  semblance  of  injustice.  The  free  in¬ 


terchange  of  commodities — what  does  that 
mean  among  the  family  relations,  as  I  call 
the  people  of  thi.s  country,  but  offering 
facilities  for  domestic  exchange  ?  Is  it  not 
one  of  the  blots  on  the  fair  fame  of  this 
country  that  with  these  artificial  lines  and 
barriers  we  cannot  pa.ss  from  one  country 
to  the  other  without  being  asked,  “What 
do  those  portmanteaus  of  your  contain?” 
Why,  everybody  feels  that  if  it  was  only 
wdien  we  were  in  a  state  of  pupilage  that 
such  monstrosities  could  continue  to  exist, 
and  now  that  we  liave  attained  manhood 
this  is  our  first  effort  in  acknowledgment  of 
that  fact.  The  people  of  Australia  have 
stretched  their  limbs.  They  feel  them¬ 
selves  animated  by  that  high  spirit  vvhicli 
characterised  their  ancestors.  They  feel 
wdthin  them  that  they  are  doing  a  duty 
inspired  by  the  same  motives  as  those  of 
their  race  before  them.  They  know  that 
menof  their  race  have  fashioned  and  formed 
a  large  portion  of  the  globe  in  a  manner  that 
redounds  to  their  honor  and  credit,  and  to 
the  freedom  of  the  world.  They  know  that 
you  cannot  advance  this  country  without 
adding  to  the  wealth,  and  the  national  im¬ 
portance,  and  the  power  of  that  grand  empire 
to  which  we  belong,  and  they  know  that  the 
expansion  of  the  empire  means  the  happi¬ 
ness  and  the  freedom  of  everybody  who 
lives  under  the  protection  of  its  flag.  And 
here  let  me  say  tliat  I  listened  with  the 
deepest  attention  t-o  the  account  given  by 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  George  Grey,  of  his 
conver.sations  with  Lord  Salisbury,  and  the 
interest  that  was  taken  by  that  great  states¬ 
man  in  these  colonies.  That  was  not  only 
interesting  ;  in  my  opinion,  it  is  pregnant 
with  the  gi'eatest  possible  importance.  To 
men  like’ Lord  Salisbury,  and  others  of  the 
foremost  statesmen  of  England  who  have 
come  to  these  colonies,  and  have  had  the  op- 
portnnity  of  exchanging  opinions  witli  men 
like  the  hon.  member.  Sir  George  Grey,  and 
others  of  his  breadth  of  view-  and  long  ex¬ 
perience  and  high  ability,  T  attribute  the 
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liappy  change  that  has  come  over  public 
feeling  among  the  foremost  politicians  of 
England.  The  time  is  not  far  distant — 
it  is  indeed  within  the  recollection  of  all 
of  us — when  there  was  a  large  and  inllii- 
ential  party  in  England  who  were  pre¬ 
pared  to  lay  down  the  diadem  of  cmi)ire. 
There  was  a  large  party  in  England  who 
considered  that  these  colonies  were  an 
encumbrance  rather  than  a  benefit  to  tlie 
empii'e.  Happily  those  tiinesarepassed,  and 
haj)pily,  owing  to  the  interference  of  those 
men  who  understood  the  resources,  who  were 
convinced  of  the  deep-seated  loyalty  and 
affection  for  the  old  country  which  exists 
in  this  new  land,  the  policy  has  changed. 
That  effete,  effeminate  policy  is  now 
ehanged  into  a  love  for  the  most  distant 
part  of  the  empire  so  long  as  that  empire 
is  true  to  the  t traditions  of  the  old  land  and 
loyal  to  its  sovereign.  Now,  I  come  to  the 
next  part  of  the  question — to  the  customs 
4ind  the  policy  which  may  come  from  their 
transfer.  You  told  us,  sir,  in  terms  as  elo¬ 
quent  as  they  were  generous  and  patiiotic, 
that,  if  under  this  new’  federation  the 
public  voice  of  this  country  and  the  wnll 
of  the  people  should  be  expressed  in  favour 
of  a  protective  policy,  you,  though  not  con¬ 
vinced  and  always  struggling  against  it, 
w'ould  nevertheless  bow’  to  that  decision. 
That  exactly  expresses  the  opinion  of  a 
number  of  men  in  the  neighbouring  colony 
of  Victoria  wdio,  twenty  years  ago,  fought 
this  battle — fought  it  valiantly — who,  wdien 
-after  the  usual  chechs  and  delays  which 
ivere  neces.sary  to  ascertain  the  true  feel¬ 
ing  of  the  country,  it  w’as  unequivocally 
ascertained,  as  it  will  be  your  experience 
in  this  colony,  and  all  over  tlie  colonial 
empire,  that  modern  democracy  leans  in 
the  direction  of  protection,  and  was  re¬ 
solved  upon  having  it  as  the  law  of  the 
land,  bow’cd  and  accepted  it.  I  am  not 
convinced.  Educated  in  tlie  school  of  be¬ 
lief  that  freedom  of  trade  was  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  a  people  s  comfort  and  happiness, 
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I  nevertheless  feel,  like  others,  some  diffi¬ 
culty  in  answ’ering  as  to  wliether  the 
predictions  that  I  uttered  twenty  years 
ago,  in  my  place  in  Parliament  and  out¬ 
side,  have  been  verified  —  whether  that 
national  impoverishment  wdiicli  w-e  all  pre¬ 
dicted  lias  followed  the  protective  policy. 
I  have  no  liesitation  in  .saying  that  it 
has  not.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that,  whether  the  resources  of  that  colony 
have  been  too  great  to  be  ruined,  or 
whether  the  colony  through  the  new  policy 
has  made  its  present  position,  it  has  durin^i* 
those  twenty  years  made  enormous  strides. 
And  I  hold  that  its  example,  wdiether  it 
be  one  of  good  or  of  evil  omen,  is  bound  to 
inoculate  the  neighbouring  people,  and  w’e 
may  as  w’ell  regard  it  as  a  fact,  as  true  as 
if  w'e  saw’  it  written  in  lead,  that  that  w  ill 
be  the  policy  of  federated  Australia.  Tliat 
is  not  our  duty  now\  We  have  nothin" 

O 

now  to  do  w’ith  it ;  but  this  we  have  to  do 
with,  and  to  regard  :  that  if  that  policy  of 
protection  cause  the  transfer  to  other  colo¬ 
nies  of  those  manufactures  which  have 
arisen  in  the  older  colonies  which  have 
adopted  protection,  v/e  must  recognise  the 
fact  that  the  customs  revenue  wdll  be  largely 
affected,  and  that  in  all  probability  the 
new’  national  federal  government  wdll  re¬ 
quire  to  look  to  other  forms  of  taxation 
for  those  works  which  will  be  necessary 
for  the  due  discharge  of  its  duties.  I  in¬ 
tend  to  give  only  a  passing  glance  at  the 
subject  of  defence,  but,  in  doing  so,  I  must 
acknowledge  that  as  regards  defence  T 
recognise  that  it  wdll  be  indeed  a  long 
time  before  w^e  have  the  happiness  to  wel¬ 
come  that  great,  that  lovely  colony  of 
New’  Zealand  as  a  portion  of  federated 
Australia.  I  feel  that  this  scheme  of 
federal  defence,  as  regards  military  mat¬ 
ters,  will  never  he  found  by  New  Zealand 
to  be  of  any  value  to  that  country,  and,  as 
regards  naval  defence,  the  day  is  far  distant 
when  these  colonies  will  be  able  to  afford  to 
expend  such  large  sums  in  naval  defence  as 
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to  warrant  them  in  sending  tlieir  ships 
across  that  stretch  of  ocean  whiclidivides  us 
— unhappily  divides  us — from  that  great 
colony.  Our  system  of  naval  defence  for 
a  long  time  to  come  will  not  consist  of 
any  ships  larger  than  are  necessaiy  to  pro¬ 
tect  our  ports  against  cruisers ;  and  those 
coal  ports  to  which  the  hon.  member, 
Captain  Russell,  alluded  must,  as  they 
naturally  arc  a  portion  of  the  strength 
of  the  empire,  remain  to  be  defended  by 
the  strong  arm  of  England.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  defence  of  Australia,  in 
what  could  federation  do  more  practical 
good  than  in  defence!  In  what  matter 
can  there  be  a  greater  necessity  for  one 
headship  than  in  defence  %  The  points 
wliich  must  be  defended,  whicli  strengthen 
us  in  these  colonies,  are  far  distant,  and 
how  can  we  efficiently  or  economically  de¬ 
fend  them,  except  by  having  a  united  force 
— a  force  which  will  be  under  onehead,  and 
which  will  be  ready  at  any  point,  should  our 
country  ever  be  invaded.  Reference  was 
made  to  a  standing  army.  A  standing 
army  1  What  a  reflection  upon  the  military 
spirit  of  young  Australia.  A  standing 
army  we  may  have  merely  as  an  example 
of  what  steadiness,  discipline,  and  obedi¬ 
ence  can  do ;  but  our  defence  must  be  the 
stout  arms  of  our  sons — our  own  sons  as 
a  militia,  charged  with  the  duty  of  de¬ 
fending  that  land  which  they  ought  to 
love,  and  inspired  by  the  devotion  of  those 
men  who  may  be  paid  servants  of  the 
Crown,  but  who  never,  either  in  this  coun¬ 
try  or  in  the  old  country,  turned  their 
back  on  an  enemy,  or  did  anything  but 
what  will  redound  to  the  glory  of  English 
arms.  The  next  point,  which  I  may  call 
the  first  of  the  machinery  clauses,  has 
been  so  ably  and  so  fully  discussed  that  T 
really  liave  to  apologise  to  hon.  members 
for  doing  more  than  glance  at  it.  But 
before  I  do  that  I  must  discharge  what 
T  feel  is  my  bounden  duty — a  duty  that 
is  incumbent  on  me  from  a  feeling  of 


honor,  for  T  confess  that,  beii:ig  the  oldest 
member  in  the  Legislative  Council  in  Vic¬ 
toria,  I  feel  that  an  attack  upon  the  cor¬ 
porate  honor  of  that  House  is  to  me  worse 
than  an  attack  on  my  private  honor.  iVIy 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  Mr.  Deakin,  witli 
that  dialectic  skill  of  which  he  is  the  master, 
made  a  veiled  attack  upon  that  House. 

Hon.  Members  :  No  ! 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  say  it  was  an 
attack  on  that  house. 

Mr.  Deakix  :  Which  house! 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  The  Legislative 
Council  of  Victoria.  He  clothes  his  at¬ 
tack  on  that  house  with  a  thin  veil,  which 
I  tear  awaj',  because  I  want  to  hold  up  the 
perfect  truth.  The  hon.  gentleman  said  : 

We  liave  heard  of  an  upper  chamber,  which 
has  l>een  compelled  to  pass  measures  demanded 
by  the  people,  revenge  itself  on  the  government 
in  power,  and  on  the  house  that  compelled  the 
upper  chaml>er  to  pass  these  measures,  by  emas¬ 
culating  or  rejecting  other  measures,  in  order 
to  prove  tiiat  the  government  could  not  cany 
on  the  business. 

That  is  a  very  serious  imputation.  Tlie 
hon.  member  said  that  the  particular  of¬ 
fender  lived  in  remote  times  and  in  distant 
countries.  The  times  are  not  too  remote 
for  me  to  acknowledge  that  I  was  an  actor 
in  every  scene  in  which  that  house  was  in 
conflict  with  the  Legislative  Assembly.  The 
country  is  not  too  remote  for  me  to  know 
that  that  hon.  gentleman  is  far  too  young 
to  do  more  than  speak  of  it  as  a  matter  of 
history  ;  but  it  is  the  fashion  with  some 
who  read  history  obliquely — some  who  are 
brought  up  in  an  atmosphere  of  what  I  call 
democratic  dilettanteism — that  unless  the 
view  presented  to  them  is  of  their  own 
formation — unless  it  is  such  as  their  eyes 
are  accustomed  to  look  upon — nothing  is 
straight,  nothing  is  honorable,  nothing  is 
pure.  Now,  the  history  of  that  struggle 
is  one  of  the  dark  spots  on  the  history  of 
that  colony;  hut  I  truly  say  that  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council - 

An  Hon.  ^Iember  :  Oh,  oh  ! 
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Mr.  FITZGERALD:  ‘‘The  galled 
jade  may  wince,  our  withers  are  unwrung.” 
We  had  to  face  a  struggle  then  which  was 
truly  one  of  cyclonic  force.  We  had  one 
such  as  may  heaven  avert  from  this  new 
federal  government  whenever  it  comes  into 
existence.  We  had  one  which  sets  out  an 
example  for  every  hon.  member  of  this 
Convention  to  keep  constantly  before  his 
mind.  We  had  a  case  where,  if  ever,  the 
constitution  was  rigid  and  its  terms  were 
such  as  to  prevent  its  being  misunder¬ 
stood;  still  we  had  the  law’  invoked  in  the 
name  of  passion  and  set  aside.  In  that 
case  we  had  power  given  for  one  purpose 
misused  in  order  to  apply  it  to  another. 
Who  succeeded  in  the  struggle  ?  God  for¬ 
bid  that  I  should  claim  that  a  victory  be¬ 
tween  two  constituent  houses  of  parliament, 
both  working  for  the  common  good  of  their 
country,  should  ever  he  a  thing  of  which  to 
boast.  I  call  it  not  a  victory ;  but  I  say 
that  the  issue  of  that  struggle,  at  all  events, 
has  warned  any  succeeding  government 
against  renewing  the  attack.  I  pass  away 
from  it  with  pleasure  ;  but  I  hope  that 
hon.  members  will  excuse  me  if  I  have  im¬ 
parted  into  this  explanation  any  word  of 
warmth. 

-Mr.  Deakin  :  The  hon.  member  is  not 
warm  ! 

Mr,  FITZGERALD  :  One  is  not  only 
warmed,  but  boiling,  to  find  that  the  truth 
can  be  set  aside — of  course  not  wilfully — 
far  be  it  for  me  to  impute  that — but  that 
truth  can  be  set  aside,  history  can  be  tiimed 
upside  down,  in  order  to  make  a  point,  to 
illustrate,  and  to  demand  powers  for  this 
new  rep  resen  tat  iv^'e  house  under  this  new 
federal  government  which  w’ould  place  the 
whole  power  of  this  country  in  one  branch 
of  the  legislature.  I  have  very  few  words 
more  to  say.  I  feel  that  I  am  more  than 
indebted  to  hon.  members  for  the  patience 
which  they  have  extended  to  me  ;  and  it 
would  be  in  the  highest  degree  ungrateful 
on  my  part  if  I  were  to  reward  tliat  kindness 
[J/r.  Fitzgerald, 


by  improperly  or  unnecessarily  delaying 
my  remarks.  The  next  sub-section  reads  : 

A  pc^rii ament,  to  consist  of  a  senate  and  a  house 
of  representatives,  the  former  consisting  of  an 
equal  number  of  monboi-s  from  each  province, 
to  be  elected  by  a  system  which  shall  provide 
for  the  retirement  of  one-third  of  tho  niembei's 
every  years,  .so  securing  to  the  body 

itself  a  perpetual  existence  combined  with  defi¬ 
nite  re8ix>nsibility  to  the  electors,  the  latter  to 
be  elected  by  districts  formed  on  a  population 
basis,  and  to  possess  the  sole  power  of  originat¬ 
ing  and  amending  all  bills  appropriating  revenue 
or  imposing  taxation. 

I  ask  w’here  is  the  point  of  the  remarks 
we  have  heard  about  the  necessity  of  the 
members  of  the  senate  representing  the 
states  ill  equal  proportions  being  elected 
by  the  people,  being  responsible  to  the 
people,  being  liable  to  be  sent  back  to  the 
people  if  ever  they  dared  to  exercise  the 
privilege  of  dLsagreement  with  the  more 
popular  house  'I  Some  of  th ese  observations 
could  well  have  been  delayed  until  the  hon. 
gentlemen  who  indulged  in  them  go  back  to 
their  own  colony,  where  they  can  use  them 
with  the  weight  and  influence  which,  I  have 
no  doubt,  they  will  command,  after  their 
colony  has  settled  and  determined  in  what 
form  its  representatives  sliall  be  elected. 
It  is  wasting  time,  I  say,  with  all  respect, 
for  us  to  be  reasoning  when  each  colony 
will  be  master  of  the  form  in  which  that 
election  shall  take  place.  I  liave  my  own 
conviction  as  to  wliat  should  be  done,  but 
I  shall  not  trouble  hon.  gentlemen  by  stat¬ 
ing  it.  I  only  do  what  I  am  sure  every 
meml)er  of  the  Convention  does,  and  that 
is  to  ojfler  a  most  fervent  prayer  that  what¬ 
ever  form  of  election  may  be  decided  upon 
the  men  appointed  will  be  worthy  of  tho 
high  position  to  which  they  will  he  raised. 
Let  them  appoint  them  how  they  will,  I, 
sir,  from  a  long  experience  of  a  ]>articular 
house,  know  that  when  they  enter  the 
chamber  they  will  come  under  its  tradi¬ 
tional  influence  :  they  will  recognise  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  tlieirposition,  and  thegreater 
the  respon.sibility  and  the  higher  tho  stan- 
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dnrchvhicliyouexpecttliesemento  reacli  the 
more  certain  will  you  betogetthebest  men. 
While  we  have  admired  the  eloquence  and 
force  and  fluency  of  tho.se  men  who  in¬ 
dulge  in  speeches  about  facing  the  people, 
cannot  any  one  of  us  lay  his  Iiand  on 
his  lieart  and  say,  W e  acknowledge  the 
majesty  of  the  people  quite  as  much  as 
those  eloquent  defenders,  and  it  is  be¬ 
cause  we  desire  to  protect  the  people 
against  their  own  burst  of  pa.ssion,  against 
their  own  frailties,  against  their  own  im¬ 
pulses,  that  we  Avant  to  put  a  bit  in  the 
mouths  of  their  representatives.”  It  is  in 
the  interests  of  tlie  people  for  the  people, 
and  we  hold,  as  I  have  often  said,  that 
the  best  friends  of  the  people  are  not 
their  flatterers.  We  then  want  a  senate 
which  will  not  be  a  vulgar  obstacle  to 
the  people’s  will,  but  a  house  clothed 
with  all  the  checks  necessary  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  i>eople’s  will.  But  never  let 
it  be  thought  that  our  superstructure  will 
ever  be  lasting  if  any  clause  in  our 
charter  allows  the  people’s  will  in  its 
burst  and  flush  of  impetuosity  at  once 
to  reach  the  statute-book.  That  is  not 
what  the  sober-thinking,  solid,  and — I  will 
use  the  word — conservative  senate  is  for. 
The  con.servative  senate  is  to  be  there  to 
put  a  check  upon  the  people’s  will — not  to 
oppose  it  obstinately,  not  to  oppose  any 
law  upon  which  the  people  are  determined 
from  flnding  its  way  to  the  statute-book, 
but,  as  I  said  before,  to  moderate  that  force 
which  comes  at  times  over  communities, 
and  which  would  sweep  us  all  away  if 
there  were  not  men  of  courage  and  of  re¬ 
solution,  to  stand  behind  the  impregnable 
position  in  which  the  law  places  them, 
and  wait  for  the  mollifying  influences 
of  time  to  test  their  judgment — in  sober 
reason,  away  from  the  seductive  voices  of 
agitators,  and  of  those  who  think  that  the 
people  are  served  by  opposing  everybody 
who  stand  between  them  and  their  own 
will,  to  wait  and  see  if  time  does  not, 


with  its  mollifying  influence,  bring  the 
people  to  consider  and  to  recognise  that 
their  supposed  quondam  enemies  were 
their  best  and  their  truest  friends.  Now, 
how  can  it  be  said,  how  can  it  be  argued, 
that  if  this  emasculated  charter  were  given 
to  the  senate  of  federated  Australia,  that 
senate  would  be  able  to  occupy  the  posi¬ 
tion  that  I  have  endeavoured  briefly  to 
shadow  forth  as  that  which  it  ought  to 
occupy  ?  What  is  the  use  of  oflTering  to 
that  senate  co-ordinate  power  in  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  denying  it  to  them  as  regards 
money!  Wliy,  look  at  the  list  of  measures 
which  is  pub  forward  as  the  alpha  and 
omega  of  the  pow’ers  that  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  is  to  be  intrusted  with. 

Sir  Joiix  Bray  :  There  is  no  list  ! 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  The  list  was  read 
by  my  hon.  friend,  the  Premier  of  Vic¬ 
toria.  It  is  printed  in  Hansard^  and  I 
should  most  willingly  read  it  if  I  thought 
that  hon.  members  desired  it  to  be  read. 
The  list  was  considered — and  I  have  not 
heard  any  one  disagree  with  it — to  sketch 
out  what  would  be  deemed  a  just,  reason¬ 
able,  and  proper  list  of  measures  for  the 
various  parliaments  to  be  denuded  of,  and 
for  the  national  parliament  to  be  clothed 
with.  The  list,  if  hon.  members  will  take 
the  trouble  to  look  at  it,  contains  no  mea¬ 
sure  of  any  consequence  of  'which  money 
is  not  the  keystone.  There  is  not  one 
single  measure  in  that  category  whicli 
could  not,  by  the  deft  turn  of  a  di*afts- 
man’s  pen,  be  converted  into  a  money  bill. 
Let  us  understand,  then,  where  we  are 
2Coin"  to.  Let  us  know  the  full  conse- 
quences  of  what  we  are  doing.  We  are 
absolutely,  then,  denying  in  toto  to  the 
senate,  or  whatever  it  may  be  called,  any 
power  in  legislation  whatever  except  the 
power  of  veto.  I  do  not  want  to  hold 
before  hon.  members  any  threat  as  to  wliat 
will  happen  then.  The  .senate  of  this 
federal  parliament  should,  if  they  exercise 
that  power  at  a  time  when  a  gale  of 

Fourth  day. 
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cyclonic  force  is  raging,  woiikl  be  then 
in  the  position  not  of  being  judged  by 
the  particular  point  or  clause  in  the  bill 
\vhich  they  objected  to,  but  they  w'ould 
be  charged  with  throwing  the  wliole  coun¬ 
try  into  confusion  by  rejecting  a  bill  which 
was  necessary  to  enable  the  work  of  go¬ 
vernment  to  go  on.  What  remedy  was 
left  to  them  ?  Nothing,  except  to  adopt 
or  reject  it.  Is  that  the  dignified  position 
you  would  like  the  senate  of  the  great 
federal  dominion  of  Australia  to  occupy  ] 
Is  that  a  position  which  would  reassure 
the  smaller  states  as  to  their  safety  ?  What 
do  we  ask  the  states  to  do  ?  My  hon. 
friend,  Sir  Thomas  Mcll wraith,  told  us  in 
words  of  a  solid,  sensible  kind,  which  we 
all  remember,  and  which  made  a  deep 
impression  upon  me,  that  the  states  are 
asked  to  go  into  a  happy  partnership,  to 
join  us  in  a  confederation,  we  promising 
them  that  in  every  way  their  rights  shall 
be  maintained  and  protected.  My  hon. 
friend,  Mr,  Deakin,  asks  what  are  state 
rights.  If  he  does  not  know,  or  if  he 
asks  simply  for  the  purpose  of  making  an 
effective  point  in  the  debate — but  I  can 
hardly  believe  that  he  does  not  know  what 
state  rights  are.  What  is  meant  by  state 
rights  in  this  connection  is,  that  every  pri¬ 
vilege  which  a  state  has  in  its  isolated 
condition — that  is,  the  right  of  saying 
whether  any  mea.sure  shall  be  made  law  or 
not- — .shall  still  be  j^reserved  to  that  state 
in  the  federal  senate.  State  rights  with  re¬ 
gard  to  territorial  rights  w’ehave  explained; 
state  rights  as  to  material  interests  of  states 
w^e  understand ;  and  I  say  tlie  only  link 
w’anting  to  make  the  chain  complete  is  to 
assert  that  the  states  shall  have  and  are 
promised  in  equal  proportions,  no  matter 
w’hat  their  size  or  population,  a  voice  in 
legi.slation  equal  to  that  which  they  would 
have  in  their  independent  parliament,  and 
that  if  their  representatives  do  not  wnsh  a 
money  bill,  or  a  clause  in  a  money  bill,  to 
pass,  they  shall  have  the  right  tosay  “  No.'' 

[A/r.  Fitzgerald. 


Therefore,  when  you  ask  them  to  come  in, 
you  ask  them  on  this  condition  :  that  they 
shall  come  in  in  a  duplex  position ;  that  they 
shall  come  in  as  states  of  Australia;  states 
that  are — I  use  the  w’ord  in  its  limited  sense 
— sovereign  state.s,  independent  in  every¬ 
thing  except  that  tie  of  allegiance  to  our 
grand  mother  country,  which  I  hope  will 
ever  be  preserved.  The  states  are  asked 
to  surrender  what  1  To  surrender  the 
powers  which  they  now  possess  ;  but  when 
they  come  in,  you  disregard  their  area; 
you  disregard  their  population,  andyou  pro¬ 
mise  the  smallest  colony  equal  power  and 
equal  voice  in  the  senate  with  the  biggest. 
What  is  the  use,  sir,  of  offering  that  in  one 
hand,  and,  with  the  other,  taking  it  away  ] 
If  the  whole  legislation  that  can  affect 
the  states  concerns  money,  and  if  their 
representatives  in  the  senate  have  no  power 
over  that  money,  except  to  reject  it,  I 
ask*  how  can  you  hope  to  get  the  small 
states  to  enter  the  confederacy  ?  The 
great  colony  of  Victoria  and  the  great 
colony  of  New  South  Wales  rivalry  has 
kept  apart.  In  this  new  government  that 
rivalry  will  disappear ;  nobler  thoughts 
will  ari.se  ;  they  will  become  members  of 
one  family  ;  there  will  be  no  more  of  these 
pettyjealousies  which  have  hitherto  marred 
not  only  their  progress,  but  their  history ; 
they  will  be  as  one  family.  Let  them 
unite — let  them  determine  upon  a  course 
of  action.  And  I  am  reminded,  and  it  must 
be  w’ithin  your  memory,  sir,  that,  some 
years  ago,  in  the  Federal  Council  sitting  at 
Hobart,  a  representative  of  a  large  and 
popular  colony  proposed — knowing  that 
without  revenue  the  council  would  be  worth 
little — that  its  revenue  should  be  derived 
from  the  total  proceedsof  the  public  landsof 
the  colonies,  not  only  from  the  sale,  but  also 
from  the  occupation  of  lands.  The  colony 
which  he  represented  had  little  or  no  lands 
left  unsold,  and  little  or  no  lands  unoccu¬ 
pied  :  all  its  lands  were  alienated.  The  re¬ 
venue  of  the  Federal  Council  was  to  be 
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derived  by  filching  funds  from  the  other 
colonies  which  came  into  the  council  sim¬ 
ply  to  join  a  happy  family.  The  motion 
was  rejected,  and  rejected  properly — re¬ 
jected  with  that  honor  which  I  hope  will 
characterise  public  men  in  Australia  wher¬ 
ever  they  meet.  But  is  it  not  a  warning 
to  us  ?  Let  the  small  states  consider  that 
when  they  go  into  the  representative  house, 
and  they  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  more 
populous  states,  election  being  according  to 
population,  some  taxation  proposals  may  be 
brought  forward.  Let  me  put  forward  as 
an  illustration  an  excise  duty  on  fruit  or 
jam  in  Tasmania.  Suppose  that  the  as¬ 
sembly  sends  this  proposal  forward  to  the 
senate,  and  the  representative  of  Tasmania 
states  that  it  means  ruin  to  his  country. 
I  wonder  where  would  be  the  justice  of 
that  proceeding.  The  duty  would  be  part 
of  a  number  of  items  for  taxation;  it  would 
Ije  part  of  the  whole  taxation  proposals 
of  the  government ;  and  yet  you  are  asked 
seriously  and  deliberately,  and  asked  with 
force  and  eloquence,  from  an  ultra-demo¬ 
cratic  view,  to  sweep  away  any  limitation 
to  the  power  of  that  house.  You  are 
asked  to  propose  an  elective  house ;  you 
are  asked  to  found  an  elective  despot¬ 
ism — for  concentrating  the  whole  power 
of  the  government  in  one  house  is  nothing 
else  but  a  despotism.  1  appeal  to  hon. 
members,  I  appeal  to  the  great  thinking, 
I'easoning  minds,  wherever  they  may  be, 
over  the  continent  of  Australia,  is  it 
unjust  that  .we  should  stand  out  for  the 
preservation  of  that  right  to  the  smaller 
states,  upon  the  possession  of  winch  right 
alone  we  can  in  justice  ask  them  to  join 
the  federation  ?  I  shall  not  occupy  the 
time  of  hon.  members  much  longer.  I 
did  intend  to  speak  about  the  judiciary, 
and  as  it  will  only  be  a  word,  perhaps  I 
may  say  it.  I  have  the  very  highest  respect 
for  the  supremo  court  judges  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  colonies.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  being 
intimate  with  many  of  them.  I  have  had 


many  opportunities  of  observing  their  legal 
acumen,  their  high  abilities,  and  their  high 
character ;  but  I  still  say,  without  in  the 
slightest  degree  reflecting  upon  them,  that 
I  hope  wiser  counsels  will  prevail  in  this  Con¬ 
vention  ;  that  weshall  never  sever  thatlink 
which  binds  us  to  the  throne  of  England  by 
making  the  sovereign  the  fountain  of  justice. 
I  sincerely  tru.stthat  no  changewillbemade 
in  that  system,  which  I  have  not  yet  heard 
complained  of,  and  which,  if  altered,  might 
be  the  means,  and  the  very  serious  means,  of 
stopping  capital  from  flowing  into  this  coun¬ 
try.  And  now,  sir,  I  will  conclude  by  saying 
that  I  tmst  the  labours  of  this  Convention 
will  end  successfully.  I  hope,  looking  over 
the  vast  teriitory  of  this  great  continent, 
having  regard  to  its  prodigious  resources, 
acknowledging  the  bounty  of  the  Almighty 
in  bestowing  upon  us  such  a  grand  inherit¬ 
ance  ;  considering  the  rapidity  and  solidity 
with  which  we  have  advanced,  a  rapidity 
'which  has  discovered  for  us  a  page  very 
high  in  the  history  of  human  progress,  and 
seeing  that  we  have  now  an  opportunity  to 
gather  together  the  scattered  elements  of 
our  enormous  wealth — enormous  whether 
under  or  above  the  surface — tliat  we  shall 
in  our  eftbrts  to  improve  the  condition  of 
this  prosperous,  though  sometimes  rest¬ 
less  and  energetic,  people,  so  act,  that  they 
may  under  one  flag,  and  one  constitution, 
enjoy  all  those  blessings  which  it  should  be 
our  earnest  endeavour  to  preserve  and 
consolidate. 

Motion  (by  ]\lr.  Dibbs)  agreed  to  : 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned  until  to¬ 
morrow. 

Convention  a<ljourned  at  5*14  p.m. 


TUESDAY,  10  MARCH,  1891, 

Addresses — Federal  Constitution  (fifth  day's  dchatc). 


Thc  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m. 
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ADDRESSES, 

M  r.  ^McMillan  presented  an  address  from 
the  Australasian 'Wesleyan  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference,  which  was  I'ead  by  tlie  Secretary  as 
follows  : — 

To  the  President  and  Membei’s  of  the  Federa¬ 
tion  Convention  of  Australasia. 

We,  the  ministers  of  the  New  South  Wales 
and  Queensland  Conference  of  the  Australasian 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  now  in  session, 
desire  to  approach  the  Federation  Convention 
assembled  in  the  city  of  Sydney,  with  assur¬ 
ances  of  the  deep  interest  taken  by  our  church 
in  the  great  question  intrusted  to  you,  and  of 
our  high  sense  of  the  vast  importance  of  your 
deliberations. 

And  we  trust  that  under  Divine  guidance  you 
may  be  led  to  conclusions  which  will  advance 
the  best  interests  of  Australasia, 

The  following  addresses  were  also  read 
by  the  Secretary  : — 

Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  of 
Victoria. 

Melbourne,  5  March,  1S91. 

To  the  President  and  Delegates  of  the  Federa¬ 
tion  Convention. 

Gentlemen, — It  is  with  deep  interest  that  the 
Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  regards 
the  movement  which  has  called  your  body  to¬ 
gether,  namely,  the  federation  of  the  Australian 
colonies. 

May  they  not  hope  that  in  this  enlightened 
age  the  last-born  nation  of  the  world  may  have 
embodied  in  its  constitution  universal  suffrage 
without  regard  to  sex ;  and  the  prohibition  of 
the  drink  traffic  by  the  vote  of  the  people,  ex¬ 
cept  for  medicinal  and  scientific  purposes. 

We  ask  for  this  in  the  name  of  the  God  of 
heaven,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  home,  the 
church,  and  state. 

President,  M.  M.  Love. 

Secretary,  M.  E.  Ktrk. 


Adelaide,  6  March,  1891. 
Hon.  T.  Playford,  Federation  Convention. 

Please  convey  President  congratulations  from 
South  Australia  Literary  Societies’  Union, 
membership  1,500,  on  opening  National  Aus- 
ti^lasian  Convention,  earnestly  hoping  the  re¬ 
sult  will  be  the  adoption  of  a  constitution  for 
united  Australia. 

Alax  Campbell,  President. 


Mclboiinio,  9  March,  1S91. 
Sir  Henry  Parkes,  G.C.M.G., 

President  of  the  Federation  Convention. 

The  Improvement  Societies’ Union  of  Victoria 
offers  its  respectful  coiigratulatious  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  on  the  commencement  of  its  labours, 
and  expresses  its  ardent  wish  that  they  may  in¬ 
augurate  a  new  and  glorious  era  for  Australia. 

Alex.  Sutherland, 

President,  Improvement  Societies’  Union, 

Victoria. 

Victorian  Chamber  of  Manufactures, 
Melbourne,  5  March,  1S91. 
To  the  Uon.  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales. 

Dear  sir, — I  am  instructed  by  the  chairman 
of  tins  chamber  to  forward  to  3^011  the  under¬ 
written  copy  of  a  resolution  carried  at  its  meet¬ 
ing  held  on  the  2nd  instant,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
y'ou  will  take  the  earliest  suitable  opportunity 
for  moving  in  the  direction  indicated  thereby, 
as  it  seems  to  tliis  chamber  to  be  a  matter  that 
will  in  the  not  far  distant  future  have  a  very 
important  bearing  upon  the  vital  interests  of 
these  colonies,  especially  in  view  of  the  action 
of  the  United  States  Government  with  reference 
to  the  McKinley  tariff. 

“That  in  the  opinion  of  this  chamber  parlia¬ 
ment  should  have  po'wer  to  impose  differential 
duties  in  favour  of  Great  Britain  and  British 
possessions. I  have,  &c., 

W.  W.  C.  Darv'all,  Hon.  Secretary. 

FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION. 

FIFTH  day’s  debate. 

Debate  resumed  on  resolutions  proposed 
by  Sir  Henry  Parkes  (vide  page  23). 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Sir,  I  have  listened  with 
patience  and  interest  to  the  speeches  which 
have  been  delivered  by  tlie  distinguished 
men  who  have  preceded  me,  and  I  must  con- 
fe.ss  to  a  feeling  of  nervousness  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  follow  tlie  speeches  that  have  been 
delivered  and  in  attempting  to  add  any- 
thing  to  the  arguments  that  have  been  used. 
And  yet  I  venture  to  tliink  that  in  the  main 
the  important  speeches  that  liave  been  de¬ 
livered  have  to  a  certain  extent  but  touched 
the  fringe  of  tlie  question  of  federation. 
If  I  w^ere  asked  my  opinion  as  to  who 
was  the  s}>eaker  wdio  dealt  most  boldly 
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and  vigorously  with  that  which  is  to  he 
the  centre  and  basis  on  which  a  federation 
of  the  colonies  can  take  place,  I  should 
say  that  it  was  iny  hon.  friend,  Sir  Thomas 
Mcllwraith.  We  have  had  from  very  able 
speakers,  namely,  the  hon.  members,  Sir 
Samuel  Griflith,  Mr.  Deakin,  and  Mr. 
Barton,  a  clever  discussion  as  to  one  phase 
of  the  federation  question ;  that  is,  wdth 
regard  to  state  rights.  Xo  doubt  that  is 
one  of  tliose  questions  which  will  have  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Convention  in  due 
time ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  we  are 
just  a  little  in  advance  in  dealing  with  the 
question  of  state  rights  before  we  agree 
among  ourselves  as  to  what  is  to  be  the 
real  basis  upon  which  federation  shall  take 
place.  As,  however,  the  debate  proceeding 
upon  the  resolutions  which  you,  sir,  have 
moved,  has  taken  the  shape  of  a  discussion 
of  the  question  of  state  rights,  it  would, 
perhaps,  be  more  convenient  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  if  I  now  said  a  few  words  on 
that  subject.  So  far  as  I  have  heard,  and 
I  have  paid  the  utmost  attention  to  the 
arguments  used,  the  contention  is  conclu¬ 
sively  in  favour  of  making  the  senate  a 
strong  and  powerful  body  in  the  interests 
of  the  whole  of  Australasia,  and  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  each  particular  colony.  If  we 
wish  the  federal  government  to  be  re¬ 
spected  ;  if  we  wish  the  federal  constitu¬ 
tion  to  be  based  upon  equity  and  jus¬ 
tice,  those  who  differ  from  the  proposals 
of  the  lion,  members,  Sir  Samuel  Griflith 
and  ]Mr.  Barton,  with  regard  to  placing 
the  states  in  a  position  of  fair  represen¬ 
tation  in  the  senate,  must  yield  at  once, 
and  with  the  best  possible  grace.  The 
whole  question  of  federation  will  come  to 
grief,  and  be  a  lamentable  failure,  if  the 
suggestions  of  those  hon.  members  are  not 
carried  out.  The  very  difficulty  which  has 
presented  itself  to  this  Convention,  at  the 
threshold  of  our  meeting,  was  one  of  the 
main  difficulties  whicli  pressed  themselves 
upon  tlie  great  men  who,  a  hundred  years 


ago,  met  to  settle  a  constitution  for  the 
United  States.  I  have  no  doubt  tliat 
every  argument  which  has  been  used  on 
both  sides  in  this  Convention  was  freely 
used  by  the  able  men  wlio  debated  the 
question  a  hundred  years  ago,  and  a 
settlement  was  arrived  at  by  giving  effect 
to  the  view  advocated  by  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  that  the  smaller  states  especially 
should  have  a  guarantee  of  security  by  the 
method  wffiich  he  proposes ;  and  unless 
such  a  compromise  had  been  made  in  the 
case  of  the  American  Constitution  there 
would  have  been  no  constitution  for  the 
United  States  at  all.  As  far  as  I  can 
read,  a  difficulty  arose  upon  the  very  ques¬ 
tion  which  we  have  been  debating  here. 
The  state  of  Connecticut  took  up  the  run¬ 
ning,  and  in  a  book  which  is  in  the  hands 
of  hon.  members,  “  The  Civil  Government 
of  the  United  States,’’  by  Fisk,  I  find  a 
short  passage  which  strongly  illustrates 
what  was  argued  then  and  what  has  been 
argued  here  ;  and  it  shows  the  wisdom  of 
the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  men  who 
established  the  American  Constitution, 
wliich  has  borne  the  battle  and  the  breeze 
for  100  years.  Personally,  I  have  an  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  use  of  quotations  from  books; 
but  this  is  one  bearing  so  strongly  upon 
the  issues  involved  here  that  I  am  sure 
lion,  members  will  permit  me  to  read  it: — 
This  feature  of  the  House  of  Iveprescntatives 
caused  the  smaller  states  in  the  convention  to 
oppose  the  whole  scheme  of  constructing  a  new 
government.  They  were  determined  that  great 
and  small  states  should  have  equal  weight  in 
congress.  Their  steadfast  opposition  threatened 
to  ruin  everything,  when,  fortunately,  a  method 
of  compromise  was  discovered.  It  was  intended 
that  the  national  legislature,  in  imitation  of  the 
state  legislatures,  should  have  an  upper  house, 
or  senate,  and  at  first  the  advocates  of  a  strong 
national  government  proposed  that  the  senate 
also  should  represent  population,  thus  differing 
from  the  lower  house  only  in  the  way  in  whicli 
we  have  seen  that  it  generally  differed  in  the 
several  states.  But  it  happened  that  in  the 
state  of  Connecticut  the  custom  was  peculiar. 
Thci’C  it  bad  always  been  tlie  custom  to  elect 
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the  governor  ami  upper  house  by  a  majority 
vote  of  the  wliole  i^eople,  while  for  each  town¬ 
ship  there  was  an  e<iuality  of  representatives  in 
the  lower  house.  The  Connecticut  delegation  in 
the  convention  therefore,  being  familiar  with  a 
legislature  in  which  the  two  houses  were  eom- 
2)osed  on  ditferent  principles,  suggested  a  com¬ 
promise,  lAJt  the  House  of  Representatives,*’ 
they  said,  “  represent  the  i^eople - 

VTe  propose  to  do  that  here. 

and  let  the  senate  represent  tiie  states.  — 

That  is  the  proposal  of  the  lion,  ineinber, 
Sir  Samuel  Grithth. 

Let  all  the  states,  great  and  small,  he  repre¬ 
sented  equally  in  the  federal  senate.”  Such  was 
tlie  famous  Connecticut  compromise.  Without 
it  the  convention  would  probably  have  broken 
up  without  accomplishing  anything.  When  it 
was  adopted  half  the  work  of  making  the  new 
government  was  done  ;  for  the  small  states  hav¬ 
ing  had  their  fears  thus  allayed  by  an  assurance 
that  they  were  to  be  equally  represented  in  the 
.senate,  no  longer  opposed  the  work,  but  co¬ 
operated  in  it  most  zealously. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  quotation  I  have 
just  read  pretty  well  solves  the  dithculty 
which  has  arisen  in  the  early  debates  of 
this  Convention.  The  question  is  :  Will 
you  give  the  small  states  a  guarantee  of 
security  against  the  larger  states,  who  may 
outvote  them  if  you  establish  the  repre- 
.sentation  in  the  senate  upon  the  basis  of 
population.  Let  us  take,  for  examjdc,  the 
small  colony  of  Western  Australia.  If  its 
repre.sentation  in  the  senate  is  based  upon 
population,  and  not  on  equal  riglits  with 
other  colonies,  tliat  colony  would  simply 
be  snuffed  out  of  existence  by  the  larger 
colonies.  Under  such  a  state  of  things  as 
that,  is  it  to  be  supposed  for  one  moment 
that  the  smaller  colonies  of  Australasia 
would  contemplate  joining  the  federation  ? 
Ilepresentation  on  the  basis  of  population 
seems  to  be  fair  and  eijuitable  so  far  as 
the  house  of  representatives  is  concerned  ; 
bub  you  must  give  to  the  smaller  colonies, 
in  their  representation  in  the  senate,  equal 
rights  with  those  enjoyed  by  tlie  larger  colo¬ 
nies.  Unless  that  is  done,  the  wliole  scheme 
will  come  to  gidef  from  a  want  of  that  spirit 
[Mr,  Dibhs. 


of  compromise,  equity,  and  justice  wliicli 

ought  to  be  shown  in  dealing  witli  the  smaller 

states.  From  my  point  of  view,  I  think  that 
that  question  has  been  fairly  thrashed  out, 
and  that  this  Convention  will,  wlien  a  divi¬ 
sion  is  taken  upon  that  particular  view  of 
the  question,  be  almost  unanimous  in 
doing  justice  and  equity  to  those  smaller 
states,  without  whose  assistance  the  idea 
of  federation  would  be  but  a  myth.  It 
ought  to  be  our  duty,  in  any  proposals 
which  we  make  for  legislation  by  the  vari¬ 
ous  colonies,  to  endeavour  to  create  a 
strong,  powerful  senate,  which  will  have 
the  confidence  of  the  people  out  of  doors. 
We  can  only  do  that  by  giving  a  guarantee 
and  an  assurance  to  the  smaller  colonies  that 
we  shall  not  leave  tliem  in  such  a  position 
that  they  wdll  be  almost  annexed  to  the 
larger  colonies,  or  simply  wiped  out  of  exist¬ 
ence.  The  arguments  put  forward  by  the 
gentlemen  I  have  named,  and  others  who 
have  spoken  on  this  particular  phase  of  the 
question,  have,  to  my  mind,  been  conclu¬ 
sive,  and  we  must  do  justice  if  we  are  to 
expect  anything  like  union  or  federation  of 
the  various  colonies.  In  the  case  of  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria  we  have  two 
large  and  powerful  colonies.  In  the  house 
of  repre.sentatives  tliey  will  be  enormoiislr 
represented — that  .seems  to  be  fair  and 
just.  I  miglit  even  put  Queensland  ia 
conjunction  with  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria.  In  the  ciise  of  Soutli  Australia, 
with  its  mmlerate  population ;  in  the  ca.se 
of  Western  Australia,  with  its  very  small 
population  ;  in  the  case  of  the  hundred  and 
odd  thousand  who  may  be  represented  in 
Tasmania,  w’e  must  con.sult  their  interest.^, 
render  to  them  a  full  measure  of  justice 
and  equity,  and  establish  a  strong  and 
powerful  senate,  whicli  will  do  justice  to 
them,  and  wliich,  at  the  same  time,  will 
give  security  to  the  people  at  large.  That 
phase  of  the  question  lias  been  well  thrashed 
out,  and  in  the  minds  of  this  Convention 
I  think  there  will  be  but  one  conclu- 
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sion.  But  it  appears  to  me  that  after 
all,  liowever  iiiterestiii"  the  debate  has 
been,  and  however  instructive — and  I  ad¬ 
mit  it  has  been  to  myself  very  instruc¬ 
tive,  on  account  of  the  views  so  ably  put 
forward  by  the  speakers  who  have  pre¬ 
ceded  me — I  think  w’e  are  rather  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  tlie  real  subject  when  w^e  deal 
with  that  phase  before  taking  in  hand  the 
other  important  issues  as  a  basis  upon 
which  federation  shall  take  place.  Sir 
Thomas  Mcll wraith,  to  use  a  figurative, 
thougli  not  very  elegant  expression,  took 
the  bull  by  the  horns  very  boldly,  and  he 
told  the  Convention — and  I  am  certain 
his  remarks  met  wdth  the  approval  of 
most  members  of  the  Convention — that 
there  was  a  question  which  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  advance  of  that  of  state  rights. 
Are  we  to  understand  that  is  to  be  the  bed¬ 
rock  upon  which  federation  is  to  take  place! 
The  bedrock  upon  wdiich  federation  is  to 
take  place  appears  to  my  mind  to  be  that  the 
Convention  must  agree  among  themselves, 
clearly  and  definitely,  to  lay  down  the  lines 
of  the  future  fiscal  policy  of  Australia,  and 
that  must  not  be  done  by  inference,  but  be 
clearly  laid  down  as  one  of  the  principles 
of  federation,  before  we  can  proceed  one 
step  farther  in  our  discussion.  Of  coui'se 
there  are  other  questions  w’hich  will  arise 
as  we  proceed  in  this  debate.  While 
we  are  here  sitting  in  the  Convention  in 
the  interests,  and  probably  for  the  good 
of  the  whole  of  Australasia,  I  cannot 
shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that  I  stand  here 
to-day  as  a  representative  of  New  South 
Wales.  I  am  here  in  my  place  to  protect 
the  interests  of  New  South  Wales  as 
against  those  of  all  the  other  colonies,  but 
to  render  at  the  same  time  fairness  and 
justice  to  all.  I  am  a  member  for  New 
South  Wales,  and  for  New  South  Wales 
I  stand.  Before  I  sit  down  I  may  say 
one  or  two  words  which  may,  perhaps,  act 
as  a  bomb-shell  among  the  members  of  this 
Convention  who  may  hold  strong  views 


in  an  opposite  direction  to  those  which  1 
have  uttered ;  but  I  will  let  ofi*  that 
bomb-shell  at  a  later  period  of  the  day.  I 
may  then  have  something  to  say  on  a  ques¬ 
tion  which  in  itself  appears  to  me,  so  far 
as  New  South  Wales  is  concerned,  as  a 
condition  precedent  to  any  federation  at 
all.  The  question  upon  wdiich  it  appears 
to  me  we  ought  to  be  unanimous  is  not,  as 
indicated  by  the  resolutions  put  before  us, 
the  dealing  with  certain  things  and  leaving 
certain  other  things  of  grave  importance  to 
this  colony,  and  to  the  whole  of  the  Aus¬ 
tralasian  colonies,  to  be  assumed  by  infer¬ 
ence.  I  want  the  Convention  at  the  very 
first  stage  of  its  business  to  build  a  solid 
foundation  by  a  concurrence  of  opinion, 
upon  which  a  constitution  may  be  formed 
at  a  later  date.  If  we  fail  at  this  stage  to 
come  to  an  agreement  upon  this  important 
question,  then  we  shall  fail  in  the  end  in  at¬ 
taining  any  thinglikea  union  of  the  colonies. 
The  fiscal  question  is  in  my  opinion  the 
bedrock  of  the  whole  structure.  I  was 
glad  to  hear  the  lion,  members,  Sir  Thomas 
Mcllwraith  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  and  other 
hon.  members,  touch  slightly  upon  this 
question,  'which  is  the  question  of  all  ques¬ 
tions.  Within  the  walls  of  this  building 
at  the  present  moment,  and  among  the 
members  of  the  present  Convention,  are 
gentlemen  who  sat  in  the  convention  to 
discuss  the  federation  question  in  18S4-. 
The  result  of  the  labours  of  that  conven¬ 
tion  was  the  establishment  of  a  federal 
council,  from  which,  owing  to  a  variety  of 
reasons  which  need  not  be  detailetl  here — 
but  I  believe  solely  on  account  of  party 
reasons — New  South  Wales  stood  out  in 
the  cold.  I  remember  when  that  con¬ 
vention  was  sitting  we  had  that  great  pro¬ 
tectionist,  Mr.  (now  Sir  Graham)  Berry, 
and  that  equally  strong  free-trader,  Mr. 
James  Service,  representing  Victoria.  At 
that  convention  a  general  debate  took  place, 
unfortunately  with  closed  doors,  and  I 
believe  the  closing  of  the  doors  of  that 
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convention  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  New 
South  Wales  remaining  out  of  the  Federal 
Council.  When  the  debate  took  place  on 
the  general  question,  before  we  entered 
into  any  particulars  with  regard  to  the 
preparation  of  a  draft  bill,  T  remember 
well  asking  Mr.  Graham  Berry  a  question. 
I  may  inform  the  Convention,  what  pix)b- 
ably  most  of  them  already  know,  that  at 
that  time  my  eyes  were  not  open  to  the 
necessity  of  a  different  fiscal  policy  for 
New  South  Wales  from  that  under  which 
she  has  lived  for  so  many  yeai*s.  I 
pointed  out  to  the  convention  that  they 
were  introducing  a  variety  of  extraneous 
subjects,  including,  for  instance,  a  propo¬ 
sal  to  take  possession  of  the  whole  of  the 
islands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  I  asked 
the  convention,  specially  addressing  my 
remarks  to  Mr.  Graham  Berry,  whether 
that  gentleman  was  disposed  to  make  the 
union  of  the  colonies  depend  upon  a  cus¬ 
toms  union  ?  I  asked  whether  the  fiscal 
question,  upon  which  the  two  great  colo¬ 
nies  of  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales 
had  been  for  so  many  years  divided — I 
asked  Mr,  Berry  whether  he  was  prepared 
to  sink  his  views  in  favour  of  the  wishes 
of  the  majority,  or  whether  he  expected 
that  the  interests  of  Victoria  should  pre¬ 
vail  as  against  those  of  all  the  other  colo¬ 
nies  ?  I  was  met  with  a  direct  refusal  on 
the  part  of  the  Victorian  repre.sentatives 
to  entertain  the  question  of  the  settlement 
of  the  fiscal  question  in  the  first  instance 
as  the  basis  upon  which  federation  should 
take  place,  wdth  a  result  of  which  we  are 
all  well  aware.  Hon.  gentlemen  have  had 
the  advantage  of  a  variety  of  information 
supplied  to  them  from  different  sources. 
We  have  even  liad  draft  bills  proposed  by 
certain  hon.  gentlemen  from  some  of  the 
smaller  colonies.  We  have  had  everything 
prepared,  cut  and  dried,  in  order  that 
federation  may  be  almost  complete  when 
this  Convention  rises.  Amongst  the  numer¬ 
ous  pamphlets  which  have  been  circu- 
[J/r.  Dibbs, 


lated  is  a  very  useful  compilation  called 
Leading  Facts  Connected  with  Federa¬ 
tion,”  from  the  pen  of  Thomas  C.  Just,  a 
resident  of  that  imj)ortant  spot  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  the  island  of  Tasmania. 
This  gentleman  gives  us  the  views  that 
were  expressed  on  the  subject  when  feder¬ 
ation  was  rampant,  wdien  federation  was 
in  the  air,  in  the  year  1877,  as  it  became  in 
the  year  1 884,  and  as,  to  a  certain  extent,  it 
is  in  the  air  at  the  present  moment.  It  is 
gradually  coming  dowm  like  one  of  those 
little  balloons  which  w^e  occasionally  see 
explode  about  the  suburbs  of  Sydney.  The 
balloon  rises,  and  the  man  comes  down 
with  a  parachute.  Federation  is  gradually 
assuming  a  somewhat  solid  form,  and  it  is 
coming  down  to  the  range  of  practical 
politics.  Mr.  J ust  offei*s  us  what  I  must 
admit  were  my  views  at  that  time,  and 
my  views  with  regard  to  the  question  re¬ 
main  unchanged  to-day.  The  quotation  he 
gives  us  is  from  the  leading  paper  of  the 
Australian  colonies,  and  that  paper  is  the 
/Sydney  Morning  Uerald,  On  the  2  4th  April, 
1877,  or  about  that  time,  some  correspond¬ 
ence  appeared  in  the  press  from  a  well  known 
colonial  statesman — a  gentleman  who  was 
at  one  time  agent-general  and  at  another 
time  premier  of  this  colony,  and  who  took 
a  very  far-seeing  view  of  all  great  political 
questions.  I  allude  to  Mr.  William  Forster 
— a  gentleman  who  had  the  respect  of  the 
constituencies  of  New  South  Wales,  and 
who  never  raised  his  voice  within  the  walls 
of  this  chamber  without  being  listened  to 
with  the  most  profound  attention  as  a  deep 
thinker.  Mr.  Forster  took  upon  himself 
to  write  certain  letters  to  the  press  of 
this  colony  on  the  question  of  federation. 
The  Sydney  Morning  Herald — I  repeat 
again,  a  paper  that  Las  the  respect  of  the 
people  of  this  colony,  and  I  believe  is  also 
well  respected  in  the  other  colonies  as  a 
journal  of  extremely  moderate  tone,  and 
as  one  which,  as  we  all  know,  has  upheld 
every  government  within  the  territory  of 
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New  South  Wales  that  has  at  all  favoured 
the  policy  of  free-trade — tlie  Sydney  Morn¬ 
ing  Herald^  replying  to  Mr.  Forster’s  argu¬ 
ments,  used  these  words  : 

As  to  his  observations  upon  a  uniform  customs 
tariff,  it  is  only  necessary  to  point  out  that 
agreement  upon  the  general  principles  of  such 
taxation  must  precede,  and  not  follow  federation 
All  the  colonies  interested  must  first  agree  either 
upon  a  protective  system,  as  in  America,  of  in¬ 
ternal  free-tra<le  with  taxation  upon  imports  from 
without,  or  upon  a  free-trade  system,  as  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  under  which  specific  import 
duties  would  be  leWed  upon  articles  of  general 
consumption,  with  corresponding  excises  upon 
the  same  articles  when  locally  produced — the 
one  system  taxing  trade,  the  other  consumption. 

I  should  like  to  ask  the  Victorians  if  they 
have  been  converted  ?  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Ueakin,  if  he 
has  been  converted  to  the  principles  of 
free-trade,  or  does  he  adhere  honestly  to 
the  principles  of  protection  ?  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  same  of  Mr.  Munro.  I  would 
even  ask  my  free- trade  friend  opposite,  Mr. 
Gillies,  whether  he  comeshere  representing 
a  people  who  have  been  converted  to  free- 
trade  ?  The  paper  goes  on  to  say  : 

Until,  therefore,  Victoria  is  converted  to  a  free- 
trade  policy,  or  can  convert  her  neighbours. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Who  says  this  ? 

Mr.  DIBBS :  The  Sydney  Morning 
Herald  of  1877  j  and  I  may  tell  my  hon. 
friend,  Colonel  Smith,  that  the  Sydney 
Morning  Herald  voices  the  opinions  of 
the  moderate  and  temperate  people  of  New 
South  Wales. 

Until,  therefore,  Victoria  is  converted  to  a 
free-trade  policy,  or  can  convert  lier  neighbours 
to  one  of  protection,  there  can  be  no  federal 
union  between  them. 

And  I  believe  tliat  is  the  voice  of  the 
whole  of  New  South  Wales.  I  leave  the 
members  from  the  other  great  colonies, 
and  even  from  the  smaller  colonies,  to 
speak  for  themselves  on  that  point.  The 
article  goes  on  to  say  : 

This  is  a  vital  question  which  must  be  agreed 
upon  in  advance,  and  could  not,  as  Mr.  Forster 
appears  to  imagine,  be  left  to  be  fought  out 
afterwards. 


Now,  sir,  we  are  engaged  upon  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  this  great  work,  and  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  tliat  Victoria  has  triumphed 
with  regard  to  the  principles  of  protection 
throughout  the  whole  of  Australasia,  until, 
at  the  present  moment,  she  has  attacked 
the  citadel  of  free-trade.  New  South 
Wales.  Step  by  step,  and  one  by  one,  the 
principles  of  protection  started  twenty-five 
years  ago  by  Victoria  have  maintained 
their  own,  and  Victoria  has  gradually 
drawn  South  Australia,  Tasmania,  New 
Zealand — 1  do  not  know  much  about  West¬ 
ern  Australia,  because  she  is  young  in 
the  business — but  she  has  drawn  Queens¬ 
land  also  into  the  same  line  of  policy,  the 
wisdom  of  which  has  been  acknowledged 
by  the  statesmen  of  the  other  colonies, 
and  she  has  at  last  approached  to  make 
one  last  convert  in  order  to  complete  the 
chain.  And  now,  Mr.  President,  I  must 
congratulate  you  upon  being  the  last  con¬ 
vert  to  protection.  You,  sir,  plainly  in¬ 
dicate  by  the  resolutions  you  have  moved 
that  you  are  the  last  convert  to  protection, 
and  that  the  free-trade  party  can  receive 
at  your  hands  its  death  warrant — its  nunc 
dimittis^  I  may  call  it.  Free-trade  in  this 
colony  has  received  from  this  Convention, 
or  from  its  President,  tho  Premier  of  the 
supposed  free-trade  colony  of  New  South 
Wales,  its  death  warrant.  It  appears  to 
me  that  Victoria  has  triumphed,  that  what 
the  Herald  in  1877  foreshadowed  as  the 
lines  upon  which  federation  might  pos¬ 
sibly  take  place,  namely,  the  conversion 
of  the  other  colonies  to  protection,  has  been 
accomplished,  and  we  find  the  Premier  of 
the  only  free- trade  colony  prepared  to 
sink  the  fiscal  question  in  advance  and 
leave  it  to  be  settled  by  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  when  federation  is  established. 
I  believe  that  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  can  look  upon  you  as  the  latest 
convert  to  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  of  pro¬ 
tection,  which  in  twenty-five  years  has 
pushed  Victoria  into  the  proud  position  in 
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Avhich  .she  stands  to  day.  This  fiscal  qiies- 
tioii  has  taken,  I  gather  from  some  of  the 
speeches  which  have  been  delivered  hero, 
an  extraordinary  turn.  To  uiy  surprise,  I 
have  gathered  that  Victoria,  in  discussing 
the  fiscal  question  in  tins  Convention,  is 
asking  for  guarantees  to  secure  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  her  vested  interests.  Now,  in  a 
footrace,  where  one  of  the  rivals  has  an  ad¬ 
vantage  of  25  yards  start  in  100,  one  would 
not  ask  for  an  assurance  that  tlie  man  who 
Iiad  the  25  yards  start  should  win ;  or,  when 
on  the  turf,  horses  are  handicapped  by 
weights,  one  would  not  ask  for  a  guarantee 
that  the  horse  with  the  lieaviest  weight 
should  ‘‘  play  the  Carbine'^  in  the  bu.siness. 
But  it  appeals  to  me  that  Victoria  lias  had 
the  effrontery  to  come  here,  and  by  the 
mouths  of  some  of  her  delegates  to  tell  us  at 
once  that  she,  in  any  settlement  of  this  ques¬ 
tion,  requires  to  have  guarantees  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  her  vested  interests,  though  one 
w^ould  think  that,  having  the  advantage  of 
twenty-five  years’  start  on  thew’holeof  Aus¬ 
tralasia,  she  would  not  require  anything 
more.  We  are  prepared  to  give  her  the 
advantage  w’hich  the  energy  and  pluck  of  her 
people  and  their  determination  to  lead  the 
whole  of  Australia,  have  gained  for  her  in 
the  twenty-five  yeare’  start  which  she  has 
had ;  but  we  are  not  prepared  to  give  her 
more  than  that.  If  we  are  going  to  deal  w  ith 
this  matter  in  the  liberal  spirit  suggested 
by  the  press,  if  we  are  going  to  have,  as 
the  2nd  resolution  puts  it,  intercolonial 
free-trade,  and,  if  federation  is  to  come 
within  a  reasonable  time,  intercolonial  free- 
trade  must  come  at  once,  and  the  colonies 
of  South  Australia,  Queensland,  Tasmania, 
and  New  South  Wales  will  be  the  bigge.st 
victims,  and  will  make  the  largest  sacrifice. 
So  far,  the  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales 
has  only  given  a  sort  of  half-hearted  ap¬ 
proval  of  even  the  meeting  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  the  people  have  not  }  et  been  con¬ 
sulted  upon  it  at  all,  though  in  due  time 
they  will  be  consulted,  and  will  have  the 
[d/?*.  Dibhs, 


advantage  of  the  public  education  which 
they  are  now  receiving  upon  the  big  ques¬ 
tions  which  concern  them  in  giving  their 
decision.  But  coming  back  to  this  question 
of  meeting  each  other  in  a  friendly  spirit, 
what  in  the  name  of  reason  and  right  does 
A^ictoria  require  more  than  the  fact  that 
she  has  had  the  markets  of  pretty  well  the 
whole  of  Australasia  open  to  her  for  the 
last  tw'enty-five  years  ? 

Mr.  Gordon  :  As  much  as  she  can  get ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  That  is  the  w’eakness  of 
human  nature.  The  cry  almost  always 
is  for  more  than  the  gods  give  us — far  more 
than  we  deserve,  and  more  than  is  our 
share ;  but  if  A'ictoria  is  to  approach  the 
other  colonies  in  a  generous  and  federal 
spirit,  she  must  be  prepared  to  join  in  the 
sacrifice  which  she  may  have  to  make 
through  her  manufacturers,  and  must  part 
wdth  all  the  advantages  which  slie  now 
possesses,  and  live  in  wholesome  compe¬ 
tition  with  those  more  favourably  situated; 
and  I  am  prepared  to  say  on  behalf  of 
New  South  Wales  that  in  the  day  of 
rivalry  and  competition  she  wdll  find  that 
w'ith  our  magnificent  resources,  with  our 
coal,  and  iron,  and  metals  unboiinclecl, 
wdth  every  advantage  in  the  way  of  natu¬ 
ral  resources  which  a  country  can  possess, 
^ve  shall  be  her  hottest  competitor.  But  we 
must  start  perfectly  fair  and  square  in  the 
race  of  competition,  and  the  claims  of  the 
various  colonies  must  be  duly  considered. 
I  believe  that  South  Australia,  which  has 
always  shown  a  generous  disposition,  will 
be  prepared  to  make  what  w  ill  be  a  fair 
offer,  considering  the  size  of  the  colony,  and 
the  almost  juvenile  manufactures  'which  it 
pos,ses.ses,  and  New  South  Wales  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  give  to  A^ictoria  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  her  twenty-five  years’  start,  and 
to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  her  and 
do  the  best  we  can  in  hone.st  competition. 
But  I  should  like  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Gillies,  who  I  believe  will  speak  today, 
and  whose  .speech  will  have  an  atten- 
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tive  hearing  from  tlie  members  of  the 
Convention  and  from  the  people  of  the 
various  colonies,  to  be  perfectly  clear  and 
straight,  and  if  the  speeches  which  have 
been  delivered  do  not  voice  the  sentiments 
of  the  people  of  Victoria,  let  liim,  as  an 
enlightened  statesman,  give  us  the  assur¬ 
ance  that  Victoria  wants  nothing  more 
than  she  now  possesses,  and  that  upon  the 
question  of  federation  she  will  ask  for  no 
other  advantages  than  that  which  she  has 
gained  by  the  twenty-five  years’  advance 
in  statesmanship  w  hich  has  been  made  by 
the  people  who  have  ruled  her  destiny.  I 
shall  listen  to  my  hon.  friend’s  speech  wdth 
great  interest.  From  conversation  whicli  I 
have  had  with  her  delegates,  I  gather  that 
South  Australia  is  prepared  to  take  a 
liberal  view  on  this  question,  and  we  ask 
Victoria  to  come  in  now  and  to  throw  in 
her  lot  w’ith  us.  If  we  can  get  Victoria 
to  say  that  she  is  prepared  to  lay  the 
foundation-stone  of  a  possible  federation 
by  agreeing  at  once  to  a  customs  union,  in 
advance,  if  need  be,  of  the  settlement  of 
the  federation  question — if  she  will  at  once 
agree  to  throw  in  her  lot  wdth  us,  one 
of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  the  w’ay  of 
federation  will  be  removed.  But  there  are 
other  big  questions  besides  this  question 
of  protection.  The  big  and  difiiciilt  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  rights  to  the  Murray  Biver  will 
have  to  be  settled  in  a  spirit  of  liberal 
compromise.  It  is  one  of  those  questions 
wdiich  no  doubt  federation  w^ould  be  the 
means  of  settling  for  ever,  and  a  question 
which  Victorian  statesman  no  doubt  wdll 
keep  in  their  minds’-eye,  and  wdiich  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  wdll  always 
have  before  them  in  coming  to  any  adjust¬ 
ment  of  those  bones  of  contention  wdiich 
have  by  our  territorial  boundaries  been 
allowed  to  come  between  us.  The  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  question  was  not  seen  at  the 
time  ;  but  it  has  developed  until  it  has  be¬ 
come  a  cause  of  discord  almost  between  the 
colonies.  The  fiscal  question,  however, 


appears  to  me  to  be  tlie  kernel  of  tlie  w  hole 
busine.ss.  It  was  in  1884  ;  it  is  so  to-day  ; 
and  it  wdll  remain  the  principal  barrier, 
or,  to  use  the  expression  of  the  Hon.  James 
Service,  the  lion  in  tlie  path,  to  anything 
like  federation,  unle.ss  Victoria  gives  a  bold 
and  generous  assurance  to  this  Convention 
that  she  is  prepared  to  deal  in  the  same 
liberal  spirit  as  the  tw’o  great  colonies  of 
South  Australia  and  Queensland  with  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales.  This  being  ac¬ 
complished,  other  matters  wdll  fall  in  like  a 
piece  of  mosaic.  Having  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion-stone,  your  superstructure  will  rise 
wdth  some  prospect  of  being  a  permanent 
building;  but  you  wdll  never  advance  one 
foot  tow^ards  the  accomplishment  of  federa¬ 
tion  so  long  as  the  fiscal  question  remains 
unsettled,  and  the  wdiole  of  the  colonies  of 
Australasia  have  the  assurance  by  the  re¬ 
solutions  proposed  by  the  President  that 
free-trade  New  South  Wales  is  prepared 
to  make  the  fiscal  question  second  to  that 
of  federation.  The  other  day  a  letter  was 
published  giving  the  opinion  of  Sir  Her¬ 
cules  Robinson  upon  this  question  ;  and 
w  hen  I  read  that  letter  I  regretted  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  addressed  Sir 
Hercules  in  the  first  instance  had  not  pub¬ 
lished  the  letter  wdiich  he  wrote.  It  is  a 
very  important  link  in  enabling  one  to 
comprehend  wdiat  Sir  Hercules  Robinson 
meant.  But  what  did  Sir  Hercules  tell 
the  Premier  of  this  colony  ?  He  said, 
'‘Give  up  free-trade ;  make  a  sacrifice  of 
free-trade  to  secure  federation  for  the 
people  of  Australia.”  And  it  appears  to 
me  that  that  is  the  course  wdiich  you,  sir, 
have  taken.  You  have  accepted  the  ad¬ 
vice  ;  and  it  must  be  the  result  of  your 
ow’ii  large  experience  that  w  hat  has  hither¬ 
to  divided  the  great  colonies  of  Victoria 
and  New  South  Wales,  and  has  kept  the 
other  colonies  aw^ay  from  New^ South  Wales, 
has  been  the  division  in  feeling  wdth  re¬ 
gard  to  the  fiscal  question.  Now,  what 
position  has  New  South  Wales  occupied 
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with  regard  to  the  other  colonies  1  She 
has  been  practically  the  mother  of  all  the 
other  colonies.  From  her  loins  have  mainly 
sprung  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  colonies 
which  now  surround  her,  and  she  can 
fairly  look  upon  the  surrounding  colonies 
practically  as  her  own  childi'en. 

Mr.  Gordon:  Some  of  them  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS :  South  Australia  under¬ 
went  a  different,  I  may  say  a  Ciesarian, 
operation  in  its  birth.  The  inheritance 
which  its  people  now  possess  was  cut 
out  from  the  vitals  of  the  parent  state. 
But,  taking  the  colonies  of  Australasia 
as  a  whole,  we  may  say  that  New  South 
Wales  is  in  the  position  of  a  parent  towards 
them.  Her  children  have  grown  up  vigorous 
and  strong  around  her,  and  they  have  found 
that  she  has  not  been  a  hard  st/ep-m other 
to  them,  but  rather  a  loving  mother.  She 
has  been  the  recipient  of  the  manufactures 
and  the  produce  of  her  children,  until,  with 
the  hautiness  and  robustness  of  Australian 
youth,  they  have  almost  cinished  the  old 
parent  out  of  existenca  New  South  Wales 
has  been  an  affectionate  mother  to  the 
people  of  the  other  colonies,  inasmuch  as 
she  has  received  into  her  markets,  under 
the  spurious  system  of  free-trade,  a  large 
bulk  of  their  produce.  And  that  brings 
me  to  the  very  agreeable  speecli  which  fell 
from  the  hon.  member.  Captain  Bussell. 
Now,  the  position  of  New  Zealand  in  re¬ 
gard  to  this  fiscal  question  is  very  unique 
The  hon.  member,  Captain  Bussell,  told  us 
that  New  Zealand  was  prepared  to  receive 
the  embraces  of  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  indeed  of  the  whole  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  ;  but  when  federation  approaches 
anything  like  realisation  she  “will  probably 
find  herself  in  the  position  of  those  states  of 
the  American  union  which  at  first  refused 
to  be  a  part  of  the  union,  and  w’hich  com¬ 
pelled  the  states  already  in  the  union 
to  give  them — not  the  tender  embraces  of 
brotherhood,  but  the  hug  of  the  bear,  be¬ 
fore  they  saw  their  w  ay  to  join  the  union. 
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New  South  Wales  has  been  the  principal 
receiver  of  the  produce  of  the  vast  grana¬ 
ries  of  New  Zealand ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  New  Zealand  will  find  it  to  her  ad¬ 
vantage  to  remain  outside  of  the  federa¬ 
tion,  if  she  can  still  have  the  ports  of 
New  South  Wales, under  our  spurious  free- 
trade  system,  and  to  the  detriment  of  our 
own  farmers,  open  to  her.  She  would  no 
doubt  like  to  evade  the  responsibility  of 
federation,  and  at  the  same  time  have  our 
markets  open  to  her.  But,  if  over  the 
Australian  colonies,  as  separate  from  the 
rest  of  Australasia,  unite  in  a  bond  of  in¬ 
tercolonial  free-trade,  it  will  be  most  un¬ 
just  to  the  whole  of  Australia  if  New 
Zealand  is  allowed  to  keep  the  advantage 
which  she  now  has,  of  free- trade  with  New 
South  Wales,  thus  having  all  the  colonies 
open  to  her  produce.  New  Zealand  is  a 
convert  to  protection  ;  she  has  taken  the 
bit  into  her  own  mouth,  and  has  left  the 
free-trade  course  in  which  New  South 
started  her.  She  has  struck  out  on  the 
lines  of  Victoria,  and,  as  one  of  the  con¬ 
verted  colonies,  she  must  join  wdth  us, 
or  be  left  out  in  the  cold,  if  federation 
takes  place.  We  cannot  afford  to  give 
her  the  advantages  of  our  markets,  un¬ 
less  she  joins  with  us  in  the  federation. 
I  say  that  with  every  respect  for  our  New 
Zealand  friends,  whose  presence  here  has 
lent  a  charm,  to  a  large  extent,  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  this  Convention.  Before  going 
further,  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two 
on  the  resolutions  themselves.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  they,  in  due  time,  will  be 
carried  pro  forrnd ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  real  squabble  will  take  place 
when  we  go  into  Committee,  and  when  it 
is  proposed  to  amend  the  resolutions  so  as 
to  put  them  into  practical  shape.  On  be¬ 
half  of  New  South  Wales,  I  would  point 
out  that  the  1st  resolution  which  you,  Mr. 
President,  have  proposed  : 

That  the  powers  and  privileges  and  territorial 
riglits  of  the  several  existing  colonies  shall 
remain  intact - - 
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Las  been  put  forward  mainly  as  a  sop  to 
the  people  of  New  South  Wales.  There 
liEus  been  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  framer 
of  these  resolutions  to  tell  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  that  in  joining  the 
federation  the  object  will  be  to  preserve 
to  them  their  territorial  rights  and  all  the 
advantages  of  their  ])resent  position.  We 
must  not,  however,  be  unmindful  of  the 
fact  that  there  can  be  no  federal  govern¬ 
ment  without,  to  a  large  extent,  the  sacri- 
thce  of  some  portion  of  state  rights  ;  and 
when  the  word  provinces”  is  used  in  this 
debate,  I  ignore  its  existence  altogether. 
We  have  been,  as  it  were,  chaffed  out 
of  our  very  existence.  Those  of  us  w^ho 
have  spoken  within  the  walls  of  this  build¬ 
ing,  or  who  have  spoken  out  of  doors  to 
our  constituents,  and  have  endeavoured, 
in  discussing  the  federal  question,  to  take 
a  strong  view  of  the  position  in  regard 
to  the  defence  of  the  rights  of  New 
South  Wales,  have  been  pulled  to  pieces, 
and  called  provincialists.  I  object,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  independent  state  of  New 
South  Wales — a  state  as  independent  as 
any  in  the  world,  even  England  itself,  so 
far  as  the  freedom  of  our  position  is  con¬ 
cerned — to  the  word  “  province.”  There 
may  be  something  more  dignified  in  the 
use  of  the  word  “state.”  We  are  not 
going  to  become  provinces.  I  do  not  think 
we  are  going  to  give  up  the  individual 
rights  and  liberties  which  we  possess,  and 
which  those  who  have  gone  before  us  have 
fought  for,  to  become  mere  provinces 
under  a  federal  form  of  government.  We 
may  take  the  more  dignified  form  of 
states.”  Whilst  we  have  endeavoured 
to  put  before  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales,  in  these  resolutions,  a  sort  of  opi¬ 
ate,  something  assuring  to  their  minds 
that  in  joining  a  federal  union  we  give 
up  nothing  of  our  territorial  rights,  words 
have  been  inserted  in  them  which  I  shall 
do  my  utmost  in  Committee  to  strike 
out— 


except  in  respect  to  such  surrenders  as  may 
be  agreed  upon  as  necessary  and  incidental  to 
the  power  and  autliority  of  the  national  federal 
government.  ♦ 

I  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  these  words, 
and  no  lion,  gentleman  who  has  yet  spoken 
has  given  any  clear  interpretation  of  them. 
It  is  sufficient  for  us,  in  enunciating  a 
principle  upon  which  the  basis  of  a  consti¬ 
tution  shall  be  prepared,  to  see  that  the 
territorial  rights  and  privileges  of  each 
colony  shall  be  preserved  to  each  state  ; 
but  when  you  come  to  consider  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  a  surrender,  and  the  question  of  the 
power  of  enforcing  such  surrender  is  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  federal  government, 
then  your  provinces  or  your  states  will  be 
no  party  to  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  The  resolution  does  not 
say  that  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Well,  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  have  any  other  meaning  placed  upon  it. 
It  will  be  for  the  federal  government  to 
claim,  and  I  take  it,  for  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  to  enforce. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  The  word  surren¬ 
ders  ”  carries  its  own  meaning ! 

]\Ir.  DIBBS  :  I  think,  in  a  resolution 
in  which  we  are  asked  to  affirm  the  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  the  constitution  shall 
be  constructed,  that  the  word  “powers” 
in  connection  with  the  expression,  “powers 
and  privileges  and  territorial  rights,”  might 
be  omitted  altogether.  I  dread  dealing 
with  the  expression  “  territorial  rights,” 
as  it  may  imply  the  taking  from  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales  that  territory  which 
lies  in  such  close  contiguity  to  other  and 
powerful  states,  and  which  we  may  say  in 
all  charity,  and  in  the  mildest  possible 
form,  they  possibly  covet.  I  have  no 
doubt  South  Australia  would  like  an  ad¬ 
justment  of  territorial  boundary  in  order 
to  take  in  Broken  Hill.  We  have  heard 
— and  the  idea  comes  from  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  Victorian  press  and  Victorian 
statesmen — that  an  equal  adjustment  of 
territorial  rights  might  be  taken  to  mean 
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the  annexation  of  Riverina  to  Victoria, 
and  equally  the  modest  colony  of  Queens¬ 
land,  on  our  north,  might  find  that  their 
capital,  Brisbane,  might  be  strengthened 
to  a  large  extent  by  a  certain  portion 
of  the  territory  of  New  South  Wales 
down  to  the  Clarence  River  being  merged 
into  Southern  Queensland.  These  are  the 
questions  which  come  before  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  New  South  Wales,  and  upon 
which  this  Convention  will  have  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  clear.  There  must  be  no  surren¬ 
der  of  territorial  rights  in  any  shape  or 
form,  save  in  connection  with  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  states  in  the  future,  or  in 
connection  wdth  the  construction  of  new^ 
states.  Such  division  or  surrender  for  the 
creation  of  new  states  should  only  be  by 
the  will  and  consent  of  a  two- thirds  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  people.  Resolutions  2  and  3 
deal  with  the  question  of  trade  intercourse, 
and  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  upon 
the  creation  of  a  federation.  There  can  be 
no  federation  of  these  colonies,  no  federal 
form  of  government,  unless  there  is  unre¬ 
stricted  free-trade  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  colonies.  That  goes  without  saying  ; 
and  the  power  vested  in  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  of  imposing  outside  customs  duties 
is  also  natural  and  right  enough.  The  two 
resolutions,  taken  together,  mean,  by  in¬ 
ference,  that  there  shall  be  unrestricted 
free- trade  between  the  various  parties  to 
the  federal  government  compact,  but  there 
must  be  protection  against  the  outside 
world.  W e  now  come  to  a  most  dangerous 
point  in  connection  with  the  proceedings 
of  this  Convention.  I  hope  that  tlie  4th 
resolution,  dealing  with  tho  question  of 
military  and  naval  defence,  will  receive  the 
most  anxious  consideration  of  the  dele¬ 
gates.  I  hope  that  the  words  which  fell 
last  evening  from  the  lips  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  George  Grey — words  which  bear 
the  weight  of  great  experience — will  be 
taken  to  heart  by  those  who  may  form 
the  federal  government.  The  question  of 
[d/r.  Dibbs. 


creating  a  standing  army  is  one  which,  to 
my  mind,  is  almost  more  repulsive  than 
the  question  of  read  justment  of  territorial 
boundaries.  It  means  the  existence  in  our 

midst  of  acertain  number  of  idle  men _ men 

sharpening  their  knives  and  their  swords 
for  the  first  fitting  opportunity  of  fleshing 
them  on  the  peo[)le  of  their  own  country, 
because  w^e  have  no  other  enemies.  We, 
in  Australia — federated  Australia,  I  may 
take  it,  because  the  matter  is  one  which 
applies  to  the  whole — have  no  enemies 
within  our  borders  ;  w^e  have  no  Indians 
to  dispute  w’ith  us  the  pos.session  of  tJie 
soil ;  we  have  no  powerful  Maori  race,  to 
fight,  as  was  once  the  case  in  New  Zea¬ 
land,  for  the  territory  the  right  to  which 
belonged  to  the  Maoris  themselves.  We 
have  no  enemies  within,  and  the  only 
thing  we  have  to  fear  is  the  possibility  of 
any  assault  on  the  mother  country  by  her 
enemies  from  .without,  unless  indeed  the 
creation  of  a  standing  army  proves  a 
menace  to  the  people  of  Australia  by  the 
existence  of  an  aiuned  force  for  unlawful 
purposes.  This  question  of  the  creation 
of  a  military  force  is  one  of  the  blots  upon 
these  resolutions.  We  want  no  military 
force  within  New  South  Wales.  All  we 
want  to  do  is  to  make  every  man  who  is 
either  a  native  of  the  soil,  or  one  of  our¬ 
selves  by  reason  of  his  taking  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  amongst  us,  prepare  to  resist  possible 
invasion  from  without.  \VliO  are  our 
enemies  1  Who  are  our  enemies  but  the 
enemies  of  England,  and  they,  so  long  as 
we  remain  under  the  Crowm,  will  be  dealt 
wdth  by  an  outer  barrier,  an  outer  bul- 
w’ark  in  the  defence  of  Australia,  in  the 
shape  of  the  navy  of  Old  England.  But  we 
have  no  enemies  within,  and  there  is  no 
necessity  to  fasten  the  curse  of  a  standing 
army  upon  us.  As  was  pointed  out  by  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  George  Grey,  yesterday, 
in  his  interesting  speech,  we  have  no  ne¬ 
cessity  to  keep  a  large  standing  army  at  a 
large  cost  to  the  people  of  the  country, 
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'Nvlien  we  have  no  enemies  with  whom  they 
will  have  to  fight.  Our  own  police  are 
quite  sufficient  for  the  preservation  of 
order  within.  In  the  event  of  invasion 
from  without,  so  long  as  we  remain  under 
the  Crown,  our  enemies,  being  the  enemies 
of  England,  will  be  dealt  with  before  ever 
an  attempt  is  made  to  invade  these  shores  ; 
and  when  tlie  day  of  invasion  comes  the 
people  of  this  country  will  rise  as  one  man 
to  defend  their  hearths  and  homes  from 
any  possible  aggres.sor.  I  look  upon  the 
question  of  the  creation  of  a  military  power 
within  a  territory  under  the  Crown  as  a 
menace  to  tlie  people  w  ho  are  to  continue 
as  Briti.sh  subjects.  We  have  been  sent 
here  by  our  various  parliaments  to  frame 
a  constitution  under  the  Crowm — under 
the  Crowui,  bear  in  mind.  That  is  the 
idea  wdiich  has  been  put  forward  in  every 
speech  that  has  been  made.  I  presume,  then, 
that  the  members  of  the  Convention  are 
prepared  at  once  to  give  the  go-by  alto¬ 
gether  to  the  idea  of  imperial  federation. 
So  long  as  we  remain  in  our  present  posi¬ 
tion  as  individual  colonies,  w^e  are  im¬ 
perially  federated,  and  we  can  be  imperi¬ 
ally  federated  in  no  stronger  manner  than 
in  connection  wdth  our  relation  to  the 
mother  country.  We  are  as  much  imperi¬ 
ally  federated  as  the  people  living  in  the 
cities  of  London,  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
or  other  large  centres  of  population.  We 
are  a  portion  of  the  British  Crown,  joined 
together  by  the  most  solemn  ties  and  obli¬ 
gations  ;  and  we  have  to  bear  the  brunt 
of  any  misfortune  w^hich  may  fall  upon  us 
in  connection  with  any  attack  upon  our 
sliores  by  reason  of  our  enemies  being  the 
common  enemies  of  England.  We  have 
already  made  certain  provision,  partially 
of  a  federal  character,  to  assist  the  Im¬ 
perial  Government  in  the  protection  of  our 
shores  from  without ;  but  let  us  set  our 
faces  as  a  young  nation — if  I  may  use  the 
word  “  nation”  in  advance — against  stand¬ 
ing  armies  ;  let  us  set  our  face  once  and 


for  ever  against  tlie  creation  of  anything 
like  a  military  despotism.  We  are  met  here 
under  the  Crown,  and  I  must  say  that, 
as  one  posses.sing  a  slight  tinge  of  repub¬ 
lican  notions,  as  one  who  sees  that  the 
future  of  Au.stralia  is  to  be  w^hat  w^as 
prophesied  of  it  fifty  years  ago,  by  poets 
who  have  written  of  what  the  future  of 
Australia  is  to  be — having  a  certain  tinge 
of  republicanism  in  my  nature,  the  result 
naturally  of  my  being  a  descendant  of  an 
Englishman,  I  w^as  surprised  to  find  a  gen¬ 
tleman  occupying  a  position  under  the 
Crown  proposing  what  100  years  ago  would 
have  been  simply  regarded  as  high  treason. 
Why,  the  other  day  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
INIunro,  made  a  proposal  with  regard  to 
one  phase  of  the  question  wdiich  made  me 
ejaculate,  One  strand  of  the  painter  has 
gone.” 

Mr.  Muxro  :  Yvliat  was  that  ? 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  The  hon.  member  pro¬ 
posed  to  take  from  us,  as  British  subjects, 
the  chartered  right  which  we  possess  of 
appeal  to  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  did  not.  I  spoke  in  the 
other  direction  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Tlie  hon.  member  spoke 
of  establishing  our  appeal  court,  and  of 
doing  away  with  the  necessity  of  appeal¬ 
ing  to  the  Privy  Council.  The  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  suggested  that  we  should  have  our  ap¬ 
peal  court,  and  that  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  sending  cases  to  the  Privy 
Council  of  England. 

!Mr.  Munro  :  I  said  the  reverse  ! 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  The  hon.  member 
said  the  opposite  I 

Hon.  Members  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  am  very  glad  to  take 
the  hon.  gentleman’s  statement,  that  he 
said  the  reverse.  I  find,  then,  that  I  have 
done  the  hon.  member  an  injustice.  Tlie 
reason  the  matter  made  an  impression 
upon  my  mind  at  the  moment  was  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  who  told  us,  with  liis  astute 
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knowledge  as  a  lawyer,  that  his  mind  was 
still  open  on  the  subject,  that  he  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  hear  arguments  on  both  sides  of 
tlie  question  before  making  up  his  mind 
whether  to  agree  to  the  establishment  of 
an  appeal  court.  However,  if  I  have 
done  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro,  an 
injustice,  I  certiiinly  apologise.  But  the 
lion,  member,  Mr.  Play  ford,  took  a  more 
extreme  vdew  still.  He  proposes  to  take 
part  in  the  formation  of  a  constitu¬ 
tion  which  will  take  the  right  of  veto, 
or  of  approval  or  dissent  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown  to  our  bills,  away  from  the 
Crown  altogether.  That  was  clear  enough, 
and  that  brought  forth  from  me  the  in¬ 
voluntary  ejaculation,  “  There’s  another 
strand  of  the  painter  gone !”  And  w  hat 
did  I  hear  from  our  revered  friend  from 
New  Zealand,  Sir  George  Grey  %  I  heard 
a  proposal  of  a  still  more  audacious  char¬ 
acter,  He  threw  out  a  suggestion  for 
our  adoption  that  we  should  stijDulate  for 
the  election  of  a  governor-general  to  pre¬ 
side  over  the  federated  colonies,  to  be 
elected  by  the  people  of  those  colonies. 
In  God’s  name,  what  then  is  to  become 
of  the  Crown  ]  The  matter  reminds  me 
very  much  of  the  story  of  “Ginx^s  Baby.” 
After  they  had  been  squabbling  about 
the  “  territorial  rights  ”  of  that  unfortun¬ 
ate  baby  until  it  had  been  kicked  over¬ 
board,  the  writer  concluded  with  these 
extraordinary  words,  ‘‘  Good  God,  what 
has  become  of  the  baby  1”  When  one 
hon.  member  proposes  to  cut  the  Crown 
into  mincemeat — when  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Play  ford,  would  deprive  the  Crown 
of  its  right  of  vetoing  a  bill,  and  w^hen 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  George  Grey,  would 
take  from  the  Crown  the  right  of  nomi¬ 
nating,  and  give  us  the  power  of  elect¬ 
ing,  our  governor-general,  what  is  to  be¬ 
come  of  the  Crown?  What  is  the  Crown 
to  be  ]  Are  we  to  send  to  the  Fiji  Islands 
for  a  block  of  w^ood  which  they  use  as  one 
of  their  gods,  and  set  that  up  in  the 
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capital  of  Australia,  and  say,  “  Tins  is 
the  representative  of  the  Crown,  without 
powder  or  right  of  veto,  and  of  our  own 
election”  ? 

Mr.  Playford  :  What  power  has  the 
Cix)wn  now’^  ? 

Mr.  1)1  BBS  :  If  the  Ci^owm  has  no  power 
now,  what  does  the  hon.  member  propose 
to  take  away  ?  The  Crown  has  the  power 
of  vetoing  our  bills,  and  showed  its  powder 
last  year  when  it  vetoed  our  Divorce  Bill. 
We  are  gradually  cutting  that  “crimson 
thread  of  kinship  ” — the  words  have  be¬ 
come  historical — w'e  are  gradually  whit¬ 
tling  away  the  powers  of  the  Crown  and 
creating  for  the  future  of  Australia  what 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford,  is,  per¬ 
haps,  anxious  to  create,  namely,  the  re¬ 
public  of  the  united  states  of  Australia. 
That  is,  I  have  no  doubt,  what  we  are 
coming  to.  Without  poaching  from  the 
unprotected  preserves  of  my  hon.  friend. 
Captain  Russell,  who  rather  usurped  the 
jx)sition  which  hitherto  I  have  held  in 
this  chamber,  of  being  the  only  legitimate 
quoter  of  the  sacred  book,  I  think  really 
that,  after  all,  “out  of  the  fulness  of  the 
heart  the  mouth  speaketh.”  Out  of  the 
fullness  of  the  heart  of  republicanism  came 
the  proposal  to  subvert  the  authority  and 
dignity  of  the  Crown,  to  cut  the  last 
link  of  connection  with  the  Crown,  and  to 
establish  the  republic  of  Australia.  That 
is  what  we  are  coming  to,  and  it  is  the  in¬ 
evitable  destiny  of  the  people  of  this  great 
country.  When  England  sent  her  pioneers 
to  subdue  the  wilds  of  Australia,  to  civilise 
them  and  to  make  “  the  desert  rejoice  and 
blossom  as  the  rose” — when  she  planted  her 
colonies  in  this  country  she  planted  them 
with  that  germ  and  spirit  of  independence 
which  must,  as  time  rolls  on,  develop  into 
the  establishment  of  a  great  republic.  The 
cubs  of  the  lion  will,  in  due  time,  play  the 
lion’s  part ;  and  I  was  intensely  amused  to 
find  that  that  young  cub.  South  Australia, 
represented  by  my  hon.  friend,  Mr,  Play- 
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ford,  has  solved  the  whole  question  of  con¬ 
verting  the  authority  of  the  Crown  into  a 
myth.  What  we  are  doing  to-day  is  pre¬ 
paring  step  by  step  for  that  grand  future 
which  is  to  come ;  and  wlien  that  day 
arrives,  it  will  be  not  to  the  discredit  nor 
to  the  injury  of  England,  but  for  England’s 
greater  strength  and  security,  when  she  in 
the  southern  seas — separated  as  we  are  by 
such  a  vast  expanse — shall  have  created,  as 
foreshadowed  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Playford,  not  a  dependency,  but  a  nation  of 
her  own  people,  free  and  independent  of  the 
Crown.  That  is  the  boldest  way  in  which  to 
put  the  question.  It  was  barely  touched 
on  before,  but  it  was  the  honest  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford, 
and  the  hon.  member.  Sir  George  Grey, 
who  pointed  out  that  the  people  of  this 
country  would  no  longer,  especially  as  time 
rolls  on  and  develops  still  further  the 
pluck  and  independence  of  the  people,  re¬ 
main  as  they  are ;  but  that  in  the  future  this 
country  must  become  a  nation  of  itself,  in 
alliance  with  the  old  country.  Will  any 
of  us  here  say  that  it  was  to  the  loss  of 
England  that  America  separated  from  the 
control  of  the  parent  state,  or  that  that 
event  was  not  in  the  interest  of  humanity, 
was  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  human  race  ? 
And  will  anybody  tell  me  that  it  will  be 
against  the  interest  of  humanity,  of  the 
British  race,  or  of  England  herself,  that  in 
due  time  these  colonies  shall  become  one 
great,  united  Australia,  as  friends  and 
allies  of  the  motherland  ?  That  is  our 
future,  and  what  we  are  doing  here  step 
by  step  to-day  is  laying  the  foundation  of 
the  inevitable  which  is  to  come.  We  talk 
about  making  a  constitution  which  is  to 
la.st  fifty  or  a  hundred  years.  Where  shall 
we  be  in  fifty  or  a  hundred  yeai-s  1  I  do 
not  suppose  that  I  shall  see  my  hon.  friend. 
Sir  John  Bray,  fifty  years  hence  sitting 
in  that  corner ;  he  miglit  be  elevated  to  the 
president’s  chair ;  or  be  president  of  the 
republic  itself.  But  we  are  laying  the 


foundation,  and  step  by  step  are  following 
in  the  lines  of  a  great  nation,  and  in  due 
time  we  shall  become  what  America  has 
become,  a  separate,  free,  and  independent 
state.  That  is  what  we  are  gradually  doing. 
We  may  be  to  a  certain  extent  working  in 
fog  and  darkness  ;  but  that  will  be  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  whole  question — of  all  our 
arguments,  of  all  our  debates,  of  all  the 
thinking  of  the  people  of  this  country.  I 
am  as  much  in  touch  with  the  native-born 
population  of  Australia  as  is  any  man 
in  the  country ;  and  1  feel  that  I  express 
their  sentiments  when  I  say  that  from 
the  germ  of  liberty  implanted  within  us 
by  our  forefathers  spring  the  aspirations 
which  will  forbid  us  to  remain  bound 
in  alliance  except  as  one  friendly  nation 
with  another,  always  with  that  special 
respect  that  should  be  paid  to  the  people 
of  the  fatherland.  I  am  afraid  that  I  have 
wearied  hon.  members  as  far  as  I  have 
gone  ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  before 
going  again  over  a  little  bit  of  the  ground, 
I  have  said  sufficient  to  show  that  I  shall 
oppose  the  military  spirit,  both  inside  this 
Convention  and  outside  the  walls  of  this 
chamber.  Whenever  I  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  I  will  do  my  utmost  to  cut  down 
the  military  spirit  and  to  instil  into  the 
people  of  this  land  a  love  of  their  homes, 
and  also  the  necessity  of  defending  them 
in  the  only  legitimate  manner.  As  the 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  George  Grey,  said, 
either  yesterday  or  in  his  speech  the  other 
day  at  the  Town  Hall,  we  should  educate 
our  people  up  to  all  of  this,  and  especially 
in  New  South  Wales,  where  we  are  giving 
the  people  of  the  country  practically  a  free 
education — and  it  should  be  common  to  all 
Australia — we  should  instil  into  the  minds 
of  our  children  the  necessity  for  training, 
and,  as  a  quid  pro  quo  for  thatfree  edu¬ 
cation,  we  should  demand  from  them  a 
certain  amount  of  proficiency  in  the  use  of 
arms,  which  of  itself  would  lay  the  basis  of 
a  military  organisation  for  the  purposes 
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of  defence  only.  Wlien  we  have  done  that 
we  should  still  come  nearer  to  that  great 
future  foreshadowed  by  'Wentworth  when 
he  spoke  not  of  these  colonies  being  depen¬ 
dencies  of  any  fatherland  or  motherland — 
dependencies  of  any  state  whatever,  but 
when  he  used  words  almost  equal  in  elo¬ 
quence  to  the  peroration  of  myhon.  friend, 
Mr.  Fitzgerald,  last  night.  When  he  spoke 
of  Australasia  with  flag  unfurled — a 
new  Britannia  in  another  world,’’  the  idea 
was  uppermost  in  his  mind,  as  a  native- 
born  Australian — as  it  is  in  the  mind  of 
nearly  every  native-born  Australian  now, 
and  also  in  that  of  those  who  have  cast  in 
their  lot  among  us — that  the  future  of 
Austmlia  must  be  a  new  Britannia  ” 
with  her  own  flag.  We  have  had  to  re¬ 
pletion  the  building  of  castles  in  the  air — 
treated  to  the  prospect  of  royal  courts, 
presided  over,  probably,  by  royal  princes, 
wdiere  our  wealthy  citizens  shall  flock 
around,  and  enjoy  all  the  pleasures  wdiicli 
surround  a  royal  court ;  but,  after  all,  wdien 
w'e  come  to  the  bed  rock,  we  find  that  the 
national  spirit  of  the  rising  generation  of 
Australia  is  instinct  with  freedom  which 
wdll  impel  our  people  at  the  earliest  pos¬ 
sible  moment  to  form  a  nation  of  their 
own.  That  is  the  aspiration,  instinct,  and 
spirit,  I  hope,  of  young  Australia,  and  we 
are  here  helping  that  spirit,  according  to 
the  speeches  of  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Play- 
ford,  and  others,  by  building  a  constitu¬ 
tion  like  that  of  the  United  States,  which 
is  to  last  1 00  years.  It  appears  to  me  that,  to 
use  a  nautical  expression,  these  resolutions 
are  wrong  side  up.  We  ought  to  have 
begun  building  our  ship  by  laying  the  keel. 
I  think  w’e  have  been  putting  aloft  the  top¬ 
gallant  and  royal  yards  without  having  re¬ 
gard  to  the  structure  upon  whichevery  thing 
is  to  depend.  W  e  ought  to  have  started  by 
affirming,  first  of  all,  what  we  propose  in 
theshapeof  a  federal  parliament — by  point¬ 
ing  out  that  W’e  would  have  two  houses  of 
legislature.  In  due  time  w’c  should  have 
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settled  among  ourselves  what  powei*s  the 
senate  should  have — it  is  pretty  well  agreed 
what  the  house  of  representatives  should 
be.  We  should  then  have  defined  clearly 
and  distinctly  what  the  federal  rights 

should  be — but  we  are  not  doing  that _ 

'sve  should  state  clearly  and  aboveboard 
'vvhat  the  state  rights  should  be,  and,  hav¬ 
ing  done  that,  w^e  should  define — and  the 
people  of  this  country  will  not  be  satis¬ 
fied  until  W’e  do  define — the  basis  of  our 
fiscal  policy,  as  being  one  of  the  conditions 
which  should  follow  at  the  earliest  pos¬ 
sible  moment  in  the  programme.  And  then, 
as  far  as  New^  South  Wales  is  concerned, 
we  must  pay  some  little  consideration  as  to 
which  city  is  to  be  the  capital  of  the  future 
empire.  Where  is  that  capital  to  be  ?  Is  it 
to  be  in  Hobart?  Tasmania  is  out  of  the 
field.  Is  it  to  be  in  Western  Australia  1 

An  Hon.  Member  :  Yes  ! 

Mr.  DTBBS  :  We  have  lent  a  hand  in 
endeavouring  to  obtain  for  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia  free  and  independent  government ; 
but  no  city  in  that  colony  is  hardly  fit  to 
be  the  capital  of  Australia.  Will  the 
capital  be  in  South  Australia  1  Of  course, 
if  I  put  the  question  to  Victorians  they 
will  say  that  the  capital  should  be  in  Vic¬ 
toria. 

An  Hon.  jMember  :  No  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Then  they  are  casting  it 
at  once  upon  New  South  Wales.  I  am 
sure  Queensland  has  no  ambition  for  it. 
But  just  one  w^ord,  in  all  seriousness,  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  capital.  This 
question  w’ill  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  this 
Convention. 

IIoN.  Members  :  No  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Gentlemen,  wlien  they  say 
‘^no,”  are  speaking  with  a  tender  sympathy 
for  their  own  colony. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Was  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  ever  in  Ballarat  ?  That  is  the  place 
for  the  capital  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Yes,  I  have  been  in  Bal¬ 
larat,  and  I  do  not  know  a  better  place  to 
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be  the  capital  of  Victoria  ;  but  we  cannot 
make  it  the  capital  of  Australia.  It  is  a  fit 
place  to  be  the  capital  of  Victoria,  but  not  for 
the  wliole  of  the  colonies.  I  am  speakinf^  in 
all  seriousness.  1  am  speaking  now  for  New 
South  Wales.  I  have  veered  round  from 
the  position  from  which  I  started.  I  stand 
here  as  a  representative  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  the  people  of  New  South  Wales 
will  not  lend  themselves  to  any  scheme  of 
federation,  when  the  question  is  submitted 
to  them,  unless  first  of  all  the  fiscal  ques¬ 
tion  be  settled — not  the  details  of  the  tariff, 
but  the  principle — for  it  must  be  clearly 
defined  what  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  great 
country  shall  be.  But  there  is  the  other 
question  upon  which  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  will  require  to  know  the 
opinion  of  hon.  members,  namely,  as  to 
•where  the  capital  of  this  new  federation 
is  to  be ;  and  it  may  be  worth  while  to 
point  out  that  there  is  one  spot  alone — 
favoured  by  nature,  favoured  by  the  great 
Creator  himself — w’here  that  capital  should 
be,  where,  if  we  are  to  be  a  naval  power, 
the  centre  of  the  naval  operations  should 
be,  where  nature  has  planted  boundless 
fields  of  coal  for  naval  purj)Oses  as  well  as 
for  Australian  manufactures,  where  we, 
the  parent  state,  have  boundless  resources, 
and  where  all  the  advantages  of  beauty 
point  to  one  place  on  the  face  of  Australia, 
and  in  favour  of  which  hon.  members  of 
this  Convention  will  have  to  make  up 
their  minds  before  our  proceedings  close. 

Hon.  Members:  No! 

Mr.  DI  BBS :  Oh,  yes.  There  was  a  certain 
man  went  on  a  journey  between  Jericho  and 
J erusalem.  Well,  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  do  not  propose  to  take  that  journey, 
but  to  have  the  road  marked  out  with 
suitable  lights. 

Mr.  Playford  :  There  is  a  very  good 
road  between  Jerusalem  and  Jericho  1 

]Mr.  DIBBS  :  Yes;  but  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  knows  what  became  of  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  man  who  took  it.  That  is  one  of  the 


questions  which  it  is  no  use  our  shirking. 
Now,  1  speak  on  behalf  of  New  South 
Wales,  because  I  am  sworn  to  no  master 
but  New  South  Wales  ;  I  know  no  other 
master  but  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales.  When  the  day  comes  it  will  not 
be  an  open  question  more  than  the  fiscal 
question  ;  but  will  have  to  be  settled  not# 
so  much  in  the  interests  of  New  South 
Wales  as  in  the  interests  of  the  whole  of 
Australia.  If  we  are  to  go  into  a  federa¬ 
tion,  •Nve  must  know  on  what  lines  we  are 
to  go.  We  must  know  where  the  capital 
city  is  to  be  situated. 

Sir  John  Downer  :  No  1 
Mr.  Playford  :  I^et  the  people  who  are 
elected  decide  that ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  There  is  a  difference  of 
opinion.  Remember  that,  after  all,  we  are 
only  here  acting  without  the  authority  of 
our  masters.  Our  masters  are  behind  the 
scenes  in  all  this  business.  However  much 
we  may  thrash  out  this  big  question,  our 
masters,  and  our  mastei's  alone,  will  be  the 
people  who  will  settle  that  question. 

Mr.  Playford  :  They  will  settle  it  when 
the  first  federal  council  is  elected  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS:  Oh,  yes!  This  is  the 
bomb- shell  wliicli  I  kept  in  reserve  :  ai'e 
hon.  members  prepared  to  take  that  ques¬ 
tion,  and  add  it  to  the  resolutions  upon 
which  we  are  to  build  up  our  constitution*? 
Mr.  Munro  :  Wo  are  not  authorised  1 
Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  know  that.  But  New 
South  Wales  wants  to  know  something 
about  that  question.  We  want  unity. 
We  want  the  river  Murray  question 
settled.  I  would  ask  my  hon.  friend,  !Mr. 
Gillies,  whether  he  is  authorised  to  settle 
the  river  Murray  question*? 

Mr.  Ad  YE  Douglas  :  No  1 
Mr.  DIBBS:  But  thohon.  member  would 
be  very  glad,  no  doubt,  to  take  it  as  an  act 
of  compromise.  However,  whether  we 
are  or  are  not  authorised  to  settle  that 
question,  we  have  to  face  our  mastei*s  upon 
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the  whole  questions  involved  in  these  reso¬ 
lutions  and  other  resolutions  that  must 
be  submitted,  and,  take  my  word  for  it, 
speaking  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales,  the  question  of  the  capital 
is  one  wliich  will  weigh  enormously  w’ith 
them  in  giving  tlieir  adhesion  to  any  sys¬ 
tem  of  federation. 

Mr.  Playford  :  And  with  the  other 
colonies  as  well  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  And  with  the  other  colo¬ 
nies,  I  have  no  doubt.  But  we  are  dif¬ 
ferently  situated.  History  gives  us  no 
guide  in  the  selection  of  a  federal  capital. 
In  the  case  of  the  United  States  of 
America  it  was  the  result  of  a  compro¬ 
mise.  In  no  other  part  of  the  world  can 
I  read  in  history  of  any  place  where  the 
question  of  the  federal  capital  w^as  settled  on 
the  lines  which  the  United  States  adopted. 
I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales,  which,  by  reason  of  its 
wealth,  its  position,  its  resources,  its  popu¬ 
lation,  will  not  claim  to  have  as  powerful 
a  voice  in  that  matter  as  many  of  the  other 
parts  of  Australia  put  together.  However, 
these  are  questions  to  be  settled,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  generous  spirit  of  com¬ 
promise  which  has  so  far  distinguished  the 
debates  wdll  be  extended  even  to  a  fair 
consideration  of  that  question.  In  due 
time,  if  no  other  hon.  member  takes  the 
lead,  I  shall  test  the  question  by  proposing 
it  as  one  of  the  cardinal  points  of  the  new 
constitution.  These  resolutions,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  wdll  be  submitted  to  a  committee, 
and  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  I  reserve 
to  myself  the  right  of  amending  them  to 
the  fullest  possible  extent  in  the  direction 
of  the  lines  which  I  have  indicated,  and 
shall  endeavour  to  the  fullest  extent  to 
meet  the  neighbouring  colonies  in  that 
liberal  spirit,  that  federal  spirit  of  com¬ 
promise,  which  you  shadowed  forth  in 
your  opening  address.  But  I  fear  that  if 
New  South  Wales  is  to  be  a  factor  in  the 
new  constitution,  or  in  the  federation,  there 
{Mr,  Dibhs, 


will  have  to  be  a  generous  concession  made 

to  her  people,  and  she  must  have  at  least 
an  equal  voice  in  the  discussion.  I  thank 
hon.  members  for  bearing  with  me  solono- 
for  I  fear  that  I  have  wearied  them ;  but 
I  have  indicated  in  a  hasty  fashion  my 
views  of  the  labours  which  I  think  this 
Convention  may  perform.  Its  ultimate  out- 
comeshould  bethe  building  up  in  the  future 
the  great  and  glorious  empire  of  Australia. 

Sir  J A]MES  LEE-STEEBE  :  I  cannot 
say,  like  some  hon.  members,  that  I  rise 
with  a  feeling  of  awe  to  address  this  Con¬ 
vention,  when  I  see  around  me  the  faces  of 
so  many  friends  who  in  former  years  have 
met  to  discuss  the  federal  question ;  but  I 
do  feel  a  certain  amount  of  difSdence,  and 
that  diffidence  would  be  very  much  in¬ 
creased  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  I  have 
more  confidence  in  the  present  federal 
meeting  of  the  representatives  of  Australia 
than  I  have  ever  had  before,  from  the 
fact  that  I  am  now  the  delegate  of  a  legisla¬ 
ture  possessing  equal  constitutional  rights 
with  that  of  the  other  colonies  of  Australia. 
The  delegates  of  Western  Australia  are,  I 
think,  at  a  slight  disadvantage  in  discuss¬ 
ing  this  question  from  not  having  been 
here  at  the  commencement  and  not  having 
had  the  benefit  of  listening  to  the  inter¬ 
esting  and  instructive  speeches  delivered 
before  our  arrival.  But,  although  we 
are  at  a  certain  disadvantage  in  that  res¬ 
pect,  I  do  not  know  that  in  other  res¬ 
pects  we  have  not  been  gainers,  because, 
from  a  partial  perusal  of  the  reports  of 
those  speeches,  I  gather  that  there  is 
a  consensus  of  opinion  drifting  in  a 
direction  which  I  think  will  be  agree¬ 
able  to  the  delegates  and  the  people  of 
Western  Australia.  I  shall  not  detain 
the  Convention  very  long,  because  T  think 
that,  tlie  subject  having  being  so  tho¬ 
roughly  thrashed  out,  the  sooner  we  leave 
off  discussing  general  principles  and  deal 
with  the  details  of  the  proposals,  the  more 
speedy  progress  we  shall  make.  But  I 
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wish  to  lay  before  the  delegates  the  pecu¬ 
liar  position  ill  which  Western  Australia 
is  placed  as  regards  this  question,  and  un¬ 
less  very  exceptional  treatment  is  accorded 
to  us  I  fear  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  go 
into  the  federation  at  the  present  time. 
We  have  an  immense  territory,  equal  to 
about  a  third  of  Australia,  but  with  a  very 
small  population,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  people  of  our 
colony  to  go  into  this  federation  if  they 
were  to  be  rejiresented  only  on  the  basis 
of  population.  I  have  seen  a  draft  bill  in 
which  it  is  proposed  to  give  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia  two  members.  Now,  do  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  think  that  we  shall  consent  to  go  into 
any  federation  if  we  are  to  be  so  miserably 
represented  as  to  have  only  two  members 
in  the  liouse  of  representatives  ?  It  would 
be  futile,  I  think,  to  attempt  to  persuade 
the  people  of  Western  Australia  to  accept 
federation  on  those  terms. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  We  propose  an 
equal  number  in  the  senate  ! 

Sir  JAMES  LEE-STEERE  :  Certainly 
and  that  seems  rather  inconsistent,  because 
it  is  wholly  opposed  to  any  constitution 
in  existence  at  present  that  a  district’s  or 
state’s  representation  in  the  senate  should 
be  in  excess  of  its  representation  in  the 
house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Clark  :  It  is  so  in  America.  It  is 
the  case  with  several  states  in  America  I 
Sir  JAMES  LEE-STEERE  :  But  they 
represent  a  territory,  and  not  a  state. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Rhode  Island 
has  only  one  I 

Mr.  Clark  :  Oregon  has  only  one  ! 

Sir  JAMES  LEE-STEERE  :  I  was  not 
aware  that  it  existed  with  regard  to  any 
state  in  the  United  States.  With  regard  to 
the  1st  resolution,  I  think  I  may  say  that  I 
agree  with  that  resolution  for  this  reason  : 
that  there  is  such  a  decided  opinion 
amongst  the  various  delegates  to  preserve, 
as  far  as  possible,  all  the  rights  which 
state  legislatures  possess  at  present,  that 


I  am  quite  certain  they  will  not  surrender 
any  more  than  they  can  possibly  help. 
And  if  it  were  not  for  that  feeling,  the  re¬ 
solution  itself  is  di-awn  up  in  such  elastic 
terms,  and  properly  so,  I  think,  that  I 
should  feel  some  hesitation  in  giving  my 
concurrence  to  it.  But  knowing  what  I  do 
of  the  feeling  of  provincial  legislatures  in 
this  respect — knowing  that  they  will  not 
give  up  one  iota  more  than  they  can  help 
— I  can  unreservedly  accept  the  resolution. 
The  2nd  and  3rd  resolutions  I  shall  deal 
with  together,  because,  to  my  mind,  they 
cannot  very  well  be  separated  in  discuss¬ 
ing  the  fiscal  policy  as  regards  Western 
Australia.  We  are  more  exceptionally 
situated  with  regard  to  our  customs  re¬ 
venue  than  is  any  other  colony  in  Aus¬ 
tralia,  for  this  reason  :  that  one-half  of 
our  revenue  is  derived  from  customs 
duties.  The  customs  revenue  of  West¬ 
ern  Australia  is  equal  to  £5  per  head 
of  its  population,  which  is  more  than 
double  the  amount  per  head  collected  in 
any  other  colony  except  Queensland.  That 
being  the  case,  where  are  we  to  find  re¬ 
venue  to  carry  on  the  government  of  our 
colony,  and  to  carry  on  the  public  works 
w^hich  we  are  now  about  to  initiate  for  de¬ 
veloping  our  resources,  if  we  are  expected 
to  give  up  one-half  of  our  revenue  ?  We 
have  just  entered  upon  what  we  may  call 
our  national  life,  that  is,  upon  a  system  of 
self-government,  and  the  Government  has 
initiated  a  scheme  of  public  works,  and  is 
about  to  raise  a  loan  to  construct  those 
works.  The  Government  has  received  a 
very  large  amount  of  support  for  the  pro¬ 
gramme  which  it  placed  before  Parliament, 
and  its  policy  has  been  indorsed  by  Par¬ 
liament,  because  ministers  told  the  people 
and  told  the  Parliament  that  the  wmrks 
will  all  be  carried  out  without  any  resort 
to  extra  taxation,  as  the  prosecution  of 
the  Avorks  wdll  cause  such  an  influx  of 
population  as  to  increase  the  customs  re¬ 
venue  to  such  an  extent  that  there  will  be 
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no  need  to  impose  any  direct  taxation  on 
the  people.  What  will  the  people  of 
Western  Australia  say  to  us  if  we  go  back 
and  tell  them  that  we  agreed  in  the  Federal 
Convention  to  give  up  the  whole  of  our 
customs  revenue  for  the  purposes  of  the 
federal  government,  that  we  shall  not  now 
have  customs  revenue  to  pay  the  interest 
on  the  money  we  are  about  to  raise  for 
the  carrying  out  of  a  scheme  of  public 
works,  and  that  therefore  we  shall  have 
immediately  to  impose  direct  taxation  ?  I 
ask  hon.  members  whether,  if  that  is  the 
case,  there  would  be  the  slightest  proba¬ 
bility  of  the  people  or  the  Government 
of  Western  Australia  agreeing  to  federate 
on  such  terms  as  these  1  I  apprehend 
that  all  the  delegates  are  keeping  before 
their  minds  this  fact :  that  whatever  reso¬ 
lutions  may  be  arrived  at  here,  whatever 
constitution  act  may  be  drawm  up  here, 
they  wdll  have  on  their  return  to  their 
several  colonies  to  submit  those  resolu¬ 
tions  and  that  bill — I  do  not  know  exactly 
to  what  body  it  is  proposed  to  refer  tliem, 
but  I  fancy  it  wdll  have  to  be  referred  to 
the  people  by  all  the  legislatures,  because 
I  do  not  think  a  single  legislature  has  been 
elected  since  the  question  of  adopting  a 
federal  constitution  w^as  raised  here,  ex¬ 
cepting,  of  course,  in  Western  Australia. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  In  New  Zea¬ 
land  ! 

Sir  JAMES  LEE-STEERE  :  I  am 
told  that  a  parliament  has  been  elected  in 
New  Zealand  since  it  was  determined  to 
have  a  federal  convention  here;  but  lam  not 
aw’are  what  was  the  result  of  the  question 
when  it  was  brought  before  the  people  of 
New  Zealand. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  It  was  never 
discussed  1 

fell*  JAjNIES  LEE-STEERE  :  I  was 
going  on  to  say  that  it  w’as  exactly  the 
same  in  Western  Australia,  for  I  do  not 
think  a  single  candidate  for  the  suffrages 
of  the  people  referred  to  the  federal  con- 
[aSw*  James  Lee-Steer e* 


stitution  about  to  sit,  or  tlie  federal  con¬ 
stitution  about  to  be  brought  before  that 
Convention. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  It  ouglit  to  be  the  sole 
issue  submitted  to  the  people  ! 

Sir  JAMES  LEE-STEERE  :  I  think 
it  should  be  made  the  sole  issue  at  a  general 
election.  I  do  not  think  it  is  suflicient  to 
refer  the  question  to  the  legislatures.  I 
do  not  think  a  government  w^ould  care  to 
have  a  dissolution  to  refer  the  question  to 
the  people.  I  have  not  quite  made  up  niy 
mind  yet  in  what  way  it  should  be  clone ; 
but  I  think  the  various  colonies  should 
devise  some  means  by  wdiicli  the  people 
may  decide  whether  they  w  ill  accept  the 
federal  constitution  which  I  hope  will  be 
drawm  up  before  w^e  separate.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  intercolonial  trade,  w^e  in  Western 
Australia  are  in  this  position — that  one- 
half  of  our  imports  come  from  the  other 
colonies,  and  one-third  of  our  customs 
duties  are  levied  upon  articles  coming 
from  the  other  colonies,  not  necessarily 
the  productions  of  those  colonies,  but  goods 
imported  into  those  colonies  and  re-ex¬ 
ported  into  Western  Australia.  It  might 
be  said  that  if  we  w^ere  to  surrender  our 
customs  duties  to  the  federal  government 
it  would  not  signify  very  much  to  us  what 
the  amount  of  those  intercolonial  duties 
w^as ;  but  it  would  make  a  great  difference 
to  us  in  this  w'ay — that  we  should  receive 
so  much  less  from  the  federal  government, 
assuming  that  they  would  return  to  us  the 
amount  of  customs  duties  not  required  for 
the  purposes  of  federal  government.  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  gather  whether 
it  is  intended  that  the  federal  government 
should  take  over  the  debts  of  the  various 
colonies.  Tliat  question  was  foremost  in 
the  minds  of  all  of  us  at  the  conference 
which  w^as  lield  in  Melbourne  last  year. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  At  a  valuation  ! 

Sir  J  AMES  LEE-STEERE  :  It  was  im¬ 
pressed  upon  our  minds  at  the  Melbourne 
conference  last  year  that  if  the  debts  of 
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Uic  various  colonies  were  taken  over  by  the 
federal  government  several  of  the  colonies 
would  be  placed  at  a  great  disadvantage. 
!  >ut  I  have  been  given  to  understand  that  it 
is  not  now  intended  that  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  should  take  over  the  debts  of  the  colo¬ 
nies.  I  have,  however,  been  told  by  some 
hon.  members  that  they  intend  to  propose 
that  that  shall  be  done.  It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  that  we  are,  to  a  certain  extent, 
groping  in  the  dark  at  the  present  time,  and 
tliat  we  scarcely  know  what  we  are  really 
proposing  to  do  under  these  resolutions. 

Sir  John  Downer  :  Until  we  get  into 
Committee  ! 

Sir  JAMES  LEE-STEERE  :  I  think 
the  sooner  we  abandon  this  discussion  of 
principle,  and  approach  the  details  of  the 
measure  upon  which  we  hope  to  come  to 
an  agreement,  the  more  speedily  shall  we 
end  our  labours.  I  think,  however,  that  I 
have  shown  hon.  gentlemen  the  difficulties 
under  which  we  in  Western  Australia 
labour  in  agreeing  to  give  up  the  whole  of 
our  customs  duties  to  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  unless  some  arrangement  be  made 
under  which  we  shall  be  recouped.  I  am 
aware  that  in  the  case  of  some  of  the 
North  American  colonies  which  did  not 
join  the  Canadian  federation  in  the  first 
instance  —  I  refer  to  British  Columbia 
and  Prince  Edward  Island — an  arrange¬ 
ment  was  made  with  those  two  colonies 
that  they  should  receive  an  annual  sub¬ 
sidy  from  the  Canadian  Goveniment  by 
Avay  of  consideration  for  the  surrender 
of  their  customs  duties.  There  is  a  further 
condition  which  I  should  like  to  see  made 
in  the  case  of  Western  Australia,  and  it  is 
this  :  that  the  federal  government  should 
agree  to  carry  out  a  railway  to  that  colony. 
We  should  be  quite  prepared  to  give  the 
necessary  land,  as  was  done  by  British  Co¬ 
lumbia.  In  many  respects  there  is,  I  think, 
a  great  analogy  between  the  circumstances 
and  position  of  British  Columbia  at  the 
time  of  the  Canadian  federation,  and  those 


of  Western  Australia  at  the  present  time. 
British  Columbia  occupied  an  extreme  posi¬ 
tion  on  tlie  western  coast  of  the  Canadian 
dominion,  and  there  was  no  communica¬ 
tion  by  railway  between  that  colony  and 
the  dominion.  In  many  other  respects 
there  is  an  analogy  between  the  posi¬ 
tions  of  British  Columbia,  in  respect  to  the 
dominion,  and  that  of  Western  Australia 
in  respect  to  the  other  Australian  colonies 
at  the  present  time.  It  may  be  asked  that 
if  I  and  my  brother  delegates — some  of 
whom,  I  presume,  will  follow  me — have 
come  here  only  to  point  out  all  these  diffi¬ 
culties,  why  have  we  come  at  all  ?  I  have 
often  thought  of  the  expression  used  by,  I 
think.  Captain  Russell  at  the  Melbourne 
conference,  that  there  were  1,250  reasons 
why  New  Zealand  should  not  join  in  a 
federation  of  the  Australian  colonies. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  A  reason  for  every  mile  I 

Sir  JAMES  LEE  STEERE:  Precisely; 
and  it  has  often  struck  me  that  we  of 
Western  Australia  might  use  the  same 
argument,  seeing  that  the  distance  between 
our  capital  and  the  nearest  capital  of  the 
other  Australian  colonies  is  exactly  the 
same  number  of  miles,  namely,  1,250.  We 
also  might  say  that  there  were  1,250  diffi- 
cultie.s  in  the  way  of  our  joining  an  Aus¬ 
tralian  federation  ;  but  we  have  come  here 
not  only  to  solve  those  difficulties,  but  to 
join  with  the  eminent  men  I  see  around  me, 
and  to  see  if  we  cannot  overcome  them. 
It  is,  I  am  sure,  the  anxious  wish  of  all 
of  us  that  we  sliould  join  most  lieartily 
in  a  federation  of  these  colonies.  But  it 
must  be  recollected  that  all  of  the  other 
Australian  colonies  have  had  a  long  time 
within  which  to  develop  their  resources, 
whereas  we  in  Western  Australia  have 
had  no  time  wdiatever.  We  are,  in  fact, 
but  just  commencing  to  do  so.  Therefore 
w'c  require  in  proportion  a  larger  amount 
of  revenue  for  that  purpose  than  is  re¬ 
quired  in  the  other  Australian  colonies. 
Unlike  the  hon.  member  who  last  addressed 
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us,  I  feel  no  ditHculty  in  giving  iny  con¬ 
currence  to  resolution  No.  4.  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  apparent  to  many  hon. 
members  that  resolution  No,  4  points  in 
any  degree  whatever  to  a  standing  army. 
It  does  not  do  so  in  my  view ;  and  I 
am  sure  it  was  not  intended  to  do  so. 
The  intention,  I  take  it,  is  tliis  :  that  we 
should  maintain  a  permanent  force  or  a 
militia,  which  would  be  available  in  time 
of  danger,  and  with  which  we  might  bo 
in  a  position  to  assist  the  mother  country 
in  her  defence  of  this  portion  of  her  domi¬ 
nions.  I  myself,  and  most  hon.  gentle¬ 
men  here,  would  feel  humiliated  if,  on 
war  breaking  out  betw-een  the  mother 
country  and  some  other  powder,  we  had  to 
call  upon  her  to  send  a  force  here  to  defend 
our  hearths  and  homes.  It  is  our  desire 
that  we  should  not  be  made  to  feel  that 
humiliation,  and  that  w'e  may  be  prepared, 
as  we  ought,  to  assist  the  mother  country, 
rather  than  ask  her  aid,  should  war  at 
any  time  break  out.  It  is  with  that  view 
that  it  is  proposed : 

That  the  military  and  naval  defence  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  shall  be  intrusted  to  federal  forces,  under 
one  command. 

I  believe,  as  has  been  stated  by  .some  other 
members,  that  Major-Cleneral  Edwards’ 
report  was  the  origin  of  the  conference 
held  in  Melbourne  to  consider  the  ad¬ 
visableness  of  framing  a  federal  consti¬ 
tution  for  the  whole  of  Australia.  Sub¬ 
section  I  of  the  resolutions,  if  I  may  so 
term  it,  provides  for  : 

A  parliament,  to  consist*  of  a  senate  and  a  house 
of  representatives.  •  .  .  . 

I  entirely  agree  with  those  lion,  members 
who  wish  to  give  the  proposed  powers  to  the 
senate.  There  is  no  legislative  body  in  the 
world  so  generally  admired  as  is  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  It  is  a  body  which 
is  respected  not  only  in  the  United  States, 
-biittliroughout  the  world.  It  has  been  said 
by  one  of  the  morning  papers  published  in 
Sydney,  from  which  tlie  hon.  gentleman 
[iS'ir  Janies  Lee- Steer e. 


opposite— Mr.  Dibbs— <|uoted,  that  we  had 
no  right  whatever  to  give  so  much  power  to 
the  upper  house,  and  that  in  so  doing  we 
should  be  taking  from  the  lower  house  a 
great  deal  of  power.  There  is  no  country  in 
the  world  more  democratic  than  is  America, 
and  so  far  as  my  reading  goes  I  have  never 
seen  any  complaint  that  the  Senate  of 
America  takes  too  much  power  from  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Bryce,  in  his 
history,  says  that  there  has  never  been  any 
serious  deadlock  between  the  two  houses. 
There  are  often  conflicts  between  them, 
but  they  are  invariably  settled  by  a  com¬ 
promise.  There  never  has  been,  according 
to  Bryce,  any  serious  conflict  between  the 
Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  the  United  States.  How  are  the  rights 
of  the  smaller  colonies  to  be  safely  guarded 
unless  the  senate  we  are  about  to  establish 
is  to  have  rights  co-ordinate  with  those  of 
the  lower  bouse  ?  I  do  not  see  how  the 
smaller  states  can  consent  to  enter  into  a 
federation  of  the  Australian  colonies  with¬ 
out  conserving  their  state  rights,  I  think 
the  senate,  therefore,  must  be  endowed 
\vith  all  the  rights  of  the  lower  house, 
except  the  right  of  originating  money 
bills  and  taxation.  With  regar<l  to  the 
proposal  to  do  away  with  appeals  to  the 
Privy  Council,  I  may  say  that  it  does  not 
commend  itself  to  my  mind.  It  would  be 
cutting  another  strand  of  the  painter  that 
binds  us  to  the  mother  country.  We  have 
now  few  ties  uniting  us  to  the  Crown,  and 
this  particular  tie  is,  I  think,  one  which 
ought  not  to  be  taken  a\vay  from  the 
l>eople  of  Au.stralia.  I  noticed  with  some 
little  surprise  that  all  the  legal  members 
of  the  Convention  have  approved  of  the 
taking  away  of  this  right,  and  I  have  ^ 
heard  it  said  that  they  are  the  only  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  have  a  right  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  this  point. 

Sir  J oiix  Downer  :  No  I 
Sir  JAMES  LEE-STEERE  :  I  do  not 
agree  with  that  view.  I  think  the  point 
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IS  one  upon  which  the  laymen  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  ought  to  he  consulted.  Some  hon. 
gentlemen  have  asked  what  powers  the 
Crown  lias  in  the  colonies  now.  I  think 
we  must  all  confess  that  the  Crown  has 
a  great  deal  of  power  in  these  colonies, 
when  we  consider  that  we  could  not  feder¬ 
ate  at  all  except  by  the  permission  of  the 
Crown,  and  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
We  shall  have  to  go  to  the  Imperial  Par¬ 
liament  to  get  our  federal  constitution  act 
passed.  Of  what  use,  then,  is  it  to  say 
that  there  is  no  power  in  the  Crown  ? 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  power  in  the 
Crown,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  continue  to 
exist,  and  that  the  right  of  ultimate  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  Privy  Council  of  England  will 
not  be  taken  away  from  us.  I  have  this  con¬ 
solation — I  believe  that  if  the  Convention 
agreed  to  the  taking  away  of  this  power  the 
dominion  parliament  would  not  agree  to  it. 

I  partly  agree  with  the  last  speaker  that 
we  shall  have  in  some  way  to  settle  where 
the  capital  of  the  future  federation  is  to 
be,  and  where  the  first  federal  parliament 
is  to  be  called  together.  I  think  we  might 
leave  it  to  the  federal  parliament  to  de¬ 
termine,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  British 
North  America,  where  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment  .should  be.  In  the  case  of  Canada 
the  parliament  decided  that  Ottawa  should 
be  the  capital  unless  parliament  should  * 
otherwise  decide. 

Sir  J oiiN  Downer  :  No ;  unless  the 
Queen  should  otherwise  decide  ! 

Sir  JAMES  LEE-STEERE:  At  all 
events,  we  shall  have  to  make  provision  at 
the  present  time  for  the  place  where  the 
federal  parliament  shall  be  first  called  to¬ 
gether. 

l\Ir.  Playford  :  Leave  it  to  the  Queen  ! 
Sir  JA:MES  LEE-STEERE :  Who  is 
to  decide  the  question  unless  we  do  so? 
The  Queen  would  not  take  it  upon  herself 
to  say  where  the  fii*st  parliament  should 
meet.  I  feel  pretty  confident  that  she 
would  not  do  so ;  the  responsibility  is  too 


great  to  permit  of  the  Queen,  even  witli 
the  advice  of  her  ministers,  deciding  the 
question.  I  myself  have  a  strong  suspicion 
that  the  place  where  the  first  federal  par¬ 
liament  meets  will  ultimately  he  the  capital 
of  federated  Australia. 

Sir  John  Dowxer  :  Not  necessarily  ! 
Sir  JAMES  LEE-STEERE  :  Not  neces¬ 
sarily,  but  there  is  a  strong  [iresumption 
in  favour  of  the  supposition.  I  can  only 
express  my  hope  that,  if  Sydney  is  to  be 
fixed  upon  as  the  capital  of  federated  Aus¬ 
tralia,  the  sessions  of  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  will  invariably  be  held  in  the  winter 
instead  of  in  the  summer.  I  am  quite  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  parliament  would  not  get 
through  its  business  so  well  or  so  satisfac¬ 
torily  if  it  were  to  meet  at  tlie  time  of  year 
at  which  we  are  now  assembled.  I  will 
only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  hope  wo 
shall,  l^efore  we  separate,  draft  a  constitu¬ 
tion  bill  that  will  be,  in  the  terms  of  the 
resolution  passed  at  the  Melbourne  confer¬ 
ence,  just  to  all  the  colonies. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  think  we  are  all 
agi'eed  upon  one  thing,  and  that  is  that  the 
field  of  discussion  is  a  vast  one,  and  that 
every  inch  of  its  ground  is  debatable.  So 
far,  hon.  membei-s  who  have  spoken  have, 
as  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  put  it, 
been  treading  somewhat  gingerly  upon  the 
fringe;  but  I  do  not  think  we  can  justly 
say  that  the  hon.  member  himself,  or  Sir 
J ames  Lee-Stecre,  has  abstained  from  going 
right  into  the  heart  of  the  territory.  The 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  certainly  let 
some  bomb  shells  fall  into  this  Convention,^ 
and  I  feel  that  it  is  mther  to  the  disadvan¬ 
tage  of  those  wdio  follow’ him  that  they  have 
to  address  a  somewdiat  mutilated  assembly. 
He  fired  three  shells  of  the  first  magni¬ 
tude  in  his  speech.  The  first  was  the  slu  11 
of  the  fiscal  question  ;  the  second,  the  shell 
of  possible  separation  ;  and  the  third,  the 
greatest  shell  of  all,  the  question  of  the 
site  of  the  capital  of  united  Australia.  It 
has  been  said  that  the  first  and  third  of 
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these  questions  should  not  he  dealt  with 
by  the  Convention ;  that  they  should  be 
put  aside  altogether  for  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  to  decide.  There  is  a  great  deal  to 
be  said  from  that  point  of  view;  but  see¬ 
ing  that  the  fediu'al  parliament  will  have 
all  its  work  cut  out  for  it — a  new  body 
under  new  circumstances  having  to  recom¬ 
mend  its  government  to  the  whole  of  Aus¬ 
tralia — I  think,  as  far  as  possible,  we 
should  make  its  path  clear  before  it,  and 
we  should  be  prepared  to  take  upon  our 
shoulders  some  of  its  burdens,  unless  our 
motto  is  to  be  :  “  Once  we  are  married  the 
troubles  begin.”  As  to  the  question  whether 
or  not  this  movement  is  going  to  lead 
i:o  ultimate  sepamtion,  I  do  not  think  we 
sliould  occupy  ourselves  with  that.  VTe 
should  trust  to  the  great  forces  of  evolu¬ 
tion  which  have  so  far  guided  us.  In  spite 
of  this  question  having  been  I'aised  before, 
the  authorities  of  the  mother  country  have 
shown  themselves  anxious  to  assist  any 
steps  tow'ards  Australian  unity,  no  matter 
Avhat  the  reault  may  be.  That  is  a  cir¬ 
cumstance  whicli  we  may  well  remember. 
Even  supposing  that  ultimately  it  may  be 
found  that  the  child  can  walk  without  the 
aid  of  the  sheltering  hand  of  the  parent, 
that  will  in  no  w^ay  loosen  our  tics  of 
loyalty  and  affection.  With  regard  to  the 
capital  question  of  the  capital  site,  I  do 
not  think  it  is  so  much  a  question  as  to 
■where  the  capital  is  to  be  as  to  wdiere  the 
capital  is  not  to  be.  It  is  agreed  on  all 
sides  by  the  authorities  who  have  written 
on  federation — and  this,  after  all,  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  in  which  wc  must  trust  to  authorities 
to  a  great  extent,  because  wo  have  no  ex¬ 
perience  of  our  own — that  it  is  exceedingly 
dangerous  to  have  the  capital  of  federated 
states  in  any  city  wdiich  is  unduly  power¬ 
ful.  I  am  inclined  to  think  at  pre^sent 
tiiat  the  great  capitals  of  the  most  popu¬ 
lous  colonics  of  Australia  are  rather  out 
of  the  running  on  that  account.  There  is 
another  question  to  be  considered.  It  has 
[Dr,  Cockbiirn, 


been  found  in  the  experience  of  America 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
federal  authority  to  have  absolute  control 
of  the  territory  in  which  the  capital  is 
situated,  otherwise  the  federal  govermnent 
may  be  turned  out  of  doors  by  a  waive  of 
popular  feeling. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  It  is  not  neces- 
.saril  y  so.  It  is  not  by  any  nieansa  universal 
conclusion  ! 

Dr.  COCKBUHN :  There  is  no  instance 
to  the  contrary.  No  great  city  was  chosen 
in  the  United  States,  or  in  Canada,  and 
for  the  reason  that  I  have  stated.  I  would 
suggest  to  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibhs, 
Sydney  might  very  w  ell  be  the  site  of  the 
capital,  if  he  is  willing  to  give  to  the 
fedeiTil  authority  a  radius  of  10  miles  from 
the  head  of  Circular  Quay. 

Mr.  Dibcs  :  Wc  wdll  give  you  the  Par¬ 
ramatta  River  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN:  However,  I  do 
think  that,  as  far  as  possible,  we  ought  to 
settle  the.se  matters,  whicli  will  not  only 
Ije  bombs  in  this  Convention,  but  also  will 
be  matters  w’hich  may  seriously  disturb  the 
authority  and  influence  of  the  federal  par¬ 
liament.  which  will  require  to  have  the 
goodwill,  or  at  the  least  the  good  wdshes,  of 
all  at  the  commencement  of  its  career.  I  do 
not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  at  length  in  dealing  with  general 
principles  ;  but  still,  to  a  certain  extent,  we 
must  deal  with  general  principles  before 
we  go  into  Committee.  Those  who  are 
speaking  at  a  somewdiat  late  stage  of  this 
debate  have  this  advanta<re  at  least  :  that 
the  points  which  they  had  in  their  minds 
at  tliebeginningliave  been  gradually  lopped 
off,  and  there  is  not  much  left  for  them  to 
talk  about.  There  are,  however,  one  or  two 
points  wliich  I  feel  it  is  necessary  to  raise  on 
the  general  issue.  It  has  been  well  said 
by  the  hon.  meinbcr.s,  ^Ir.  Thynnc,  Colonel 
Smith, and  othens,  that  we  are  not  heretoad- 
vocate  the  question  of  federation,  that  being 
looked  upon  already  as  a  settled  subject. 
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AVc  aro  Rent  liei-c  simply  to  draft  a  constitu¬ 
tion;  and  the  de.sirableness  of  federation  is 
our  major  premise.  That  would  be  (juite 
right  if  it  only  meant  the  discussion  of 
federation  as  against  continued  separation; 
but  another  point  has  been  brought  in  : 
that  is,  the  rpicstion  of  unification  has  been 
raised  in  more  than  one  cpiarter.  So  that, 
although  it  is  not  necessary  to  argue  in 
fav’our  of  federation  as  against  continued 
separation,  it  will  be  necessary  to  argue 
for  federation  as  against  unification  ;  be¬ 
cause,  between  the  two  levels  of  separation 
and  unification,  there  lies  federation  as  an 
intermediate  stage,  wliich  can  be  reached 
either  by  ascending  from  separation,  as 
was  the  case  in  the  AmericJin  colonics, 
or  by  descending  from  unification  as  was 
the  case  in  the  Canadas ;  while  in  Switzer¬ 
land  we  have  had  examples  of  both.  In 
Switzerland  there  w'as  a  descent  from  uni¬ 
fication,  from  the  republic  one  and  indi¬ 
visible  forced  upon  it  by  Napoleon,  down 
to  a  loose  confederation,  and  then  an  ascent 
again  to  a  comjfiete  federation,  at  wliich 
point  equilibrium  lias  at  present  been  ob¬ 
tained.  So  we  have  at  least  to  combat 
the  arguments  for  unification.  Although 
we  have  heard  several  able  advocates  and 
veteran  statesmen  urging  unification,  I 
do  not  think  that  that  point  of  view  will 
recommend  itself  at  present  to  the  dele¬ 
gates  representing  the  various  Australian 
colonies.  Federation  is  an  intermediate 
stage  between  the  two  extremes,  and  like 
all  compromises,  it  possesses  some  of  the 
adv  antages,  and  many  of  the  drawbacks  of 
both  originals.  It  is  a  compromise  which 
is  inconsistent  with  many  of  those  things 
which  we  have  hitherto  regarded  as  ad¬ 
vantages  under  which  our  privileges  have 
sprung  up.  The  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffitli,  very  properly  spoke  in  favour  of 
that  elasticity  of  constitution  which  we 
may  not  notice  changing  from  day  to  day  ; 
but  when  wo  look  back,  after  ten  or  eleven 
year.s,  it  is  easy  to  sec  that  we  have,  to  a 


large  extent,  changed  that  constitution. 
Now,  it  is  impo.ssible,  unfortunately,  that 
this  elasticity,  which  has  so  much  to  re¬ 
commend  it,  and  wliose  advantages  were 
pointed  out  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  can  be 
retained  to  the  fullest  extent  when  we 
make  this  compromise  of  federation. 

Sir  Samukl  Griffith  :  We  can  have 
elasticity  in  its  working,  altliough  there 
may  be  rigidity  in  the  powers  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN:  No;  the  essence  of 
federation  is  rigidity. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Only  in  certain 
respects  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  There  is  rigidity  as 
far  as  the  constitution  is  concerned. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No,  only  so  far 
as  the  powers  are  concerned  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  It  is  a  question  of 
a  written  and  rigid  constitution  as  against 
an  unwritten  and  elastic  constitution. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  All  our  experience 
has  been  under  an  elastic  constitution. 
Usage,  no  doubt,  will,  to  a  great  extent,, 
modify  even  a  written  and  rigid  consti¬ 
tution  ;  but  I  think  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  w’ill  agree  with  me  that  a 
written  constitution  is  absolutely  incom¬ 
patible  with  that  gradual  change  which 
takes  place  from  day  to  day. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No ;  look  at 
America  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN :  America  is  the  very 
case  I  have  in  view.  America  has  had  a 
rigid  constitution  which  lias  practically  re¬ 
mained  unaltered  for  the  last  100  years. 

Mr.  Moore  :  There  have  been  thirty- 
seven  amendments  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN :  There  have  been 
only  four  amendments  in  this  century. 
The  lion,  member,  Mr.  Inglis  Clark,  is  a 
good  authority  on  America,  and  I  am  sure 
he  wnll  agree  with  me  that  out  of  sixteen 
amendments  only  four  have  been  agreed  to 
in  this  century.  AH  the  other  amendments 
which  have  been  made  were  really  amend- 
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ments  which  were  indicated  almost  at  the 
very  fniming  of  the  constitution,  and  they 
may  be  said  to  bo  aineiidinents  which  were 
embodied  in  the  constitution  at  tlie  first 
start  Tlie  very  element,  the  very  essence, 
of  federation  is  rigidity,  and  it  is  no  use 
expecting  that  under  a  rigid  and  written 
constitution  we  can  still  preserve  those 
advantages  which  we  have  reaped  under  an 
elastic  constitution.  All  our  experience 
hitherto  has  been  under  the  condition  of 
parliamentary  sovereignty.  Parliament 
has  been  the  supreme  body.  But  when  we 
embark  on  federation  we  throw  parliament- 
sovereignty  overboard.  Parliament  is 
no  longer  supreme.  Our  parliaments  at 
present  are  not  only  legislative,  but  con¬ 
stituent  bodies.  They  have  not  only  the 
power  of  legislation,  but  the  power  of 
amending  their  constitutions.  That  must 
disappear  at  once  on  the  abolition  of  par¬ 
liamentary  sovereignty.  No  parliament 
under  a  federation  can  be  a  constituent 
body ;  it  wdll  ^ase  to  have  the  iK)wer  of 
changing  its  constitution  at  its  own  will. 
Again,  instead  of  parliament  being  supreme, 
the  parliaments  of  a  federation  are  co¬ 
ordinate  bodies — the  main  power  is  split 
up,  instead  of  being  vested  in  one  body. 
More  than  all  that,  there  is  this  difference  : 
When  parliamentary  sovereignty  is  dis¬ 
pensed  with,  instead  of  there  being  a  higli 
court  of  parliament,  you  bring  into  exist¬ 
ence  a  powerful  judiciary  which  towers 
above  all  powers,  legislative  and  executive, 
and  which  is  the  .sole  arbiter  and  inter¬ 
preter  of  the  constitution.  Therefore  it 
is  useless  for  us  to  hope  that  we  can,  at  the 
same  time,  have  the  advantages  of  a  federa¬ 
tion  and  retain  the  advantages  of  that  elas¬ 
ticity  which  has  hitherto  given  birth  to 
our  greatest  privileges.  Even  responsible 
government,  which  w'e  have  all  learned  to 
revere  so  much,  Las  simply  been  a  growth 
under  the  shelter  of  parliamentary  sove¬ 
reignty.  We  do  not  know  that  the  par¬ 
liamentary  responsibility  of  ministei’s  can 
[Z>r.  Cockhurn^ 


exist  under  any  other  conditions.  We  have 
not  seen  it  exist  in  the  United  States  or  in 
Switzerland,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  it  will  he  compatible  with  the 
conditions  of  federation  here.  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  think  that  it  will  not.  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  think  that  our  best  course  will  be 
to  follow,  in  this  respect,  the  guidance  of 
Switzerland,  and  have  our  ministei's  elected 
individually  by  the  parliaments.  I  am  all 
the  more  willing  to  recognise  this  because, 
quite  apart  from  federation,  this  is  an 
altemtion  in  our  constitution  which  for 
many  years  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
advocating  even  with  our  present  local 
parliaments.  Tiiis  rigidity  of  constitution 
leads  to  some  very  strange  results.  When 
a  constitution  becomes  immutable,  not 
theoretically  immutable,  but  practically 
immutable,  as  it  must  be  in  a  federation,  it 
is  apt  to  become,  as  has  been  very  well  laid 
down  by  Dicey  in  his  admirable  work  on 
federal  government,  the  object  of  a  some¬ 
what  superstitious  reverence  on  the  pait 
of  the  people,  which  leads  them  to  regard 
the  constitution  not  only  as  something  al¬ 
together  apart  from  its  true  object,  but 
something  sacred  in  itself.  From  what 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  said,  I 
rather  gathered  that  he  regarded  that  as 
an  advantage.  He  spoke  of  a  government 
^‘strong  as  a  fortress,  and  sacred  as  a 
shrine.”  I  am  not  altogether  able  to  agree 
with  the  hon.  member  there.  I  think  that 
parliaments  are  rather  utilitarian  devices. 
As  has  been  well  put  by  an  authority  on 
constitutional  law-,  constitutions  are  de¬ 
vices  founded  on  expediency,  and  possess  no 
intrinsic  right  of  existence.  So  that,  what¬ 
ever  the  form  of  government  may  l:>e — 
whether  it  is  that  of  a  separate  state,  or 
the  intermediate  stage  of  a  federation,  or 
whether  it  is  on  the  highe.st  level  of  all, 
tJiat  of  unidcation — still  I  think  we  shall 
best  serve  tlie  real  object  of  government  if 
we  regard  all  these,  not  as  ends  in  them- 
selve.s,  and  tlierefore  not  entitled  to  super- 
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stitious  reverence,  but  simply  as  means 
with  one  object  in  view — that  is,  good 
government,  strictly  utilitarian  institu¬ 
tions,  to  which  no  sort  of  superstitious 
reverence  ought  to  attach  itself.  Other¬ 
wise  we  find  that  a  rigid  constitution 
becomes  one  of  the  strongest  engines  of 
conservatism.  I  quite  agree  with  the  lion, 
member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  tliat  elasti¬ 
city  is  an  advantage;  and  although  we  are 
about  to  depart  from  our  unwritten  and 
elastic  constitution  and  embark  on  a  writ¬ 
ten  and  rigid  constitution,  I  think  w’e 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  give  every  ])lay 
to  that  elasticity  consistent  with  federa¬ 
tion,  for  hitherto  it  has  been  attended 
by  the  very  best  results.  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  the  fact,  which  w'e  must  all  rccoir- 
nise,  that  federation  is  essentially  a  com¬ 
promise,  and  that  one  of  our  most  difficult 
problems  will  be  to  reconcile  that  elasti¬ 
city  which  is  so  necessary  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  constitution,  wdtli  that  rigidity 
which  is  recognised  as  being  one  of  the 
characteristics  of  fedeiTition.  Not  only 
in  that  respect  must  federation  be  recog¬ 
nised  as  a  compromise ;  but  it  is  also  es¬ 
sentially  a  compromise  between  the  rights 
of  the  state  as  such,  and  the  rights  of 
the  central  government.  In  your  open¬ 
ing  address,  .sir,  you  appealed  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Convention  to  forget  as  far 
as  possible  their  local  inclinations  and  to 
lose  sight  of  the  lines  which  divide  them. 
While  agreeing  with  you  that  to  a  great 
extent  this  must  be  done,  still,  as  federa¬ 
tion  is  a  compromise  and  essentially  a  bar¬ 
gain,  if  w'e  lose  sight  of  those  inclinations 
which  are  one  of  the  elements  in  the  bar¬ 
gain,  T  am  afraid  w'e  shall  make  rather  a 
cne-sided  contract.  It  is  not  because  we 
are  dissatisfied  with  our  past  history,  as  I 
take  it,  that  w^e  are  seeking  federation. 
On  the  contrary,  we  have  much  to  be 
proud  of,  and  it  is  because  we  are  so  proud 
of  our  progress,  and  love  so  much  those 
colonics  with  w  hich  our  progress  has  been 


associated,  that  we  look  to  federation  not 
to  flestro}",  but  to  protect  and  shield,  those 
institutions  under  which  w'e  have  so  far 
obtained  our  right.sand  privileges;  and  w'e 
look  upon  federation  as  a  cover,  a  power¬ 
ful  cover,  under  which  w*e  can  advance  to 
a  still  greater  development  of  our  free¬ 
dom.  And,  sir,  w^e  could  see  at  once 
that  when  the  first  crossing  of  swords 
took  place  between  the  two  parties  to  the 
bargain — between  the  states-rights  ele¬ 
ment  and  the  element  that  makes  for  uni¬ 
fication — w^e  could  see  on  which  side  the 
strength  of  the  argument  lay  ;  and  it  wdll 
be  here  as  it  has  been  elsewhere.  In 
America,  the  states-rights  party  won  from 
the  first  all  along  the  line  ;  and  even  now’, 
although  in  America  seveml  great  factors 
have  been  making  for  unity,  the  states- 
rights  party  is  predominant.  There  are 
two  causes  in  America  which  have  had 
a  great  effect  in  cultivating  among  the 
Americans  an  attachment  to  their  central 
government.  The  fii*st  is  the  fact  that  there 
were  only  thirteen  of  the  states  of  America 
that  had  originally  sovereign  powders  ;  that 
of  the  forty-tw’o  states  of  wdiich  the  union 
is  now’  composed,  the  vast  majority  never 
had  any  other  attachment  than  to  the  cen¬ 
tral  authority.  They  are  the  children  of  tho 
union.  They  are,  as  it  lias  been  w^ell  said, 
born  of  the  compact.  So  that  in  America 
the  vast  majority  of  the  states  have  never 
had  anything  like  a  divided  attachment. 
They  have,  from  the  fii'st,  been  attached 
only  to  the  source  from  wdncli  they  sprung 
— the  central  government.  And  then  the 
w’ar  had  a  great  amalgamating  influence 
ill  America.  That  party  wdiich  all  through 
had  been  the  states-riglits  party,  and  bad 
been  the  exponents  of  liberty,  found  itself 
by  a  very  strange  irony  of  fate,  to  be,  not 
the  exponents  of  liberty,  but  the  iqdioldei's 
of  slavery,  and  the  central  authority,  w’bich, 
until  then,  had  always  been  recognised  as 
the  party  which,  by  its  preponderating 
force,  rather  tended  to  crush  the  liberties 
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which  were  upheld  by  the  states-rights  party 
— that  central  party  was  enabled,  tJirough 
the  condition  of  the  country,  to  take  up 
the  cause  of  freedom,  and  this  again 
was  a  great  force  that  made  in  America 
towards  the  autliority  of  the  central 
power.  But  even  now,  with  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  America  lias  enjoyed,  the 
states-rights  party  is  still  the  predominant 
party ;  and  so  it  will  be  here.  But  see¬ 
ing  that  we  are  about  to  embark  upon 
an  altogether  new  experience,  we  must, 
above  all  things,  avoid  carrying  into  our 
new  territory  any  false  analogies.  As  has 
been  well  pointed  out  by  many  speakers, 
there  is  no  analogy  whatever  between  the 
council  of  the  states  and  an  upper  house. 
But  although  this  has  been  well  recog¬ 
nised,  I  cannot  altogether  agree  with  some 
of  the  arguments  which  have  been  brought 
forward  in  support  of  the  contention  tliat 
the  council  of  the  states  or  the  senate 
should  be  given  co-ordinate  powers.  I 
quite  agree  that  they  should  liave  co-or¬ 
dinate  powers  with  the  assembly  which 
represents  population.  But  some  of  the 
arguments  have,  to  my  mind,  been  rather 
of  a  mistaken  nature.  It  has  been  con¬ 
tended  that  the  council  of  the  state.s  should 
have  co-ordinate  authority  with  the  popu¬ 
lar  assembly,  in  order  to  act  as  a  sort  of 
check  again.st  hasty  legislation — something 
to  stand  in  the  w^ay  of  the  will  of  the 
people.  Now,  in  xVmerica  there  is  no  such 
thing.  Federation  cannot  exist,  co-ordinate 
houses  cannot  exist  and  w^ork  together  un¬ 
less  they  both  recognise  the  sovereignty  of 
the  people,  and  yield  to  tlie  sovereignty 
of  the  people  ;  and  the  attempt,  either 
here,  or  in  any  other  free  country  where 
the  people  have  been  accustomed  to  ex¬ 
ercise  their  liberties,  to  set  up  a  council 
of  the  states — call  it  by  what  name  you 
like — as  something  which  is  going  to  stand 
in  the  way  for  any  length  of  time,  or  even 
for  a  short  time,  of  the  pronounced  will 
of  the  people,  I  think  will  be  found  to  end 
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in  a  disastei*.  There  is  no  fear  of  bursts 
of  popular  opinion  if  popular  opinion  is 
allowed  to  flow  easily  and  in  broad  chan¬ 
nels,  as  it  does  in  free  communities.  It  is 
only  if  it  is  improperly  resisted  that  the 
force  of  popular  opinion  becomes  over¬ 
whelming  and  carries  all  before  it.  And 
here  we  must  recognise  as,  I  think,  the 
very  principle  of  the  Constitution  in  Am- 
erica,  tliat  both  hoiuses  must  be  equally 
subject  to  properly  expressed  popular 
opinion,  and  that  neither  house,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  wliat  bulwaiks  you  like,  will 
be  able  to  exercise  a  function  whicli  sonn*^ 
look  to  one  house  to  undertake,  and 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  a  properly  ex¬ 
pressed  popular  will.  For  this  reason, 
I  think  the  council  of  the  states  sliould 
be  elected  direct  from  the  people,  because 
there  can  be  no  question  but  that  demo¬ 
cracy  has  proved  that  the  judgment  of  the 
w^hole  people  is  better  than  the  jiulgmeiit 
of  any  section  of  the  people.  I  should 
like  to  see  the  house  of  representatives 
partake  also  in  another  respect  of  the 
nature  of  the  council  of  the  states.  It  is 
proposed  to  make  the  council  of  the  states 
perpetual.  It  is  proposed  to  have  an  in¬ 
fusion  of  new  blood  at  periodical  intervals 
— every  tw'O  or  three  years.  Why  should 
not  a  similar  principle  apply  to  the  house 
of  representatives  ?  I  do  not  think  that 
in  a  federation  you  can  have  a  dissolutioix 
of  either  house,  penal  or  otherwise.  I 
question  very  much  whether  it  would  be 
found  po.ssible  to  incorporate  the  principle 
of  dissolving  either  house  summarily  with 
the  principles  of  federation,  and  therefore  1 
should  like  to  see  the  low’^er  house  also  con¬ 
structed  on  the  samebasis  as  that  on  wdiich 
it  is  proposed  to  construct  the  council  of 
the  states.  Bet  the  low'er  house  be  renewed 
from  time  to  time  by  degrees.  Let  there 
be  an  infusion  every  year  or  every  two 
years  into  that  assembly  of  a  certain  pro- 
])ortion  of  new  blood.  And  we  recognise 
this,  that  the  more  often  in  a  free  country 
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the  people  are  called  upon  to  exerci.se  their 
francliise  the  more  interest  they  will  take 
ill  the  ends  of  government,  and  the  better 
they  will  be  able  to  make  a  wise  choice. 
With  regard  to  the  powers  that  are  to  be 
conceded  to  the  central  authority,  and  the 
powers  that  are  to  remain  with  the  states, 
I  do  hope  that  no  attempt  will  be  made  to 
define  tlie  powers  which  are  not  surren¬ 
dered  by  the  individual  states  ;  because  to 
define  means  to  limit,  and  if  we  know  any¬ 
thing  we  know  that  the  advance  in  the 
future  will  be  in  the  direction  of  the  state 
taking  upon  itself  many  functions  which 
are  at  present  performed  by  private  indi¬ 
viduals.  There  is  a  constant  and  increasing 
tendency  on  the  part  of  the  state  to  take 
upon  itself  all  sorts  of  new  duties,  and  we 
can  hardly  say  at  present  what  it  may  not 
be  necessary  for  the  state  governments  to 
take  up.  Many  things  wdiich  are  now  en¬ 
tirely  conducted  by  private  enterprise,  I 
believe,  in  accordance  wdth  the  spirit  of 
the  times,  will  before  no  long  interval  of 
time  elapses,  be  undertaken  by  state  go¬ 
vernments.  Therefore,  we  must  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  define,  because  in  our  ignorance 
of  what  extension  may  take  place  in  this 
direction  by  defining  we  shall  limit.  And 
then  with  regard  to  uniform  legislation, 
there  has  been  an  opinion  generally  ex¬ 
pressed  that  the  more  uniform  our  laws  are 
the  better.  Well,  this  is  only  true  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent.  We  have  great  problems  to 
w’ork  out  in  this  new'  country,  and  it  is 
much  easier  to  work  out  a  problem  on  a 
small  scale,  where  it  is  possible  to  make 
an  experiment  on  a  small  scale,  than  it  is 
to  w’ork  it  out  on  a  large  scale.  Many 
have  advocated  that  the  criminal  law,  for 
example,  should  be  uniform, 

Mr.  Clark  :  I  hope  it  will  not ! 

Dr.  COClvBURN  :  I  quite  agree  with 
my  hon.  friend,  the  evolutionist,  opposite. 

I  hoj)e  it  will  not ;  because  I  recognise 
that  our  criminal  law  is  not  by  any  means 
perfect ;  that  we  have  many  improvements 
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to  make  before  w'e  even  get  hold  of  the 
r  u  d  i  men tary  p  r i  nciples  w  h  ich  should  govern 
us  in  the  treatment  of  criminals. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Hear,  hear! 

Dr.  COCKBURN ;  At  the  present  our 
prisons  are  reformatories  in  no  sense  of 
the  w  ord.  In  South  Australia — I  do  not 
know  what  is  the  case  elsew  here — we  have 
a  First  Offenders  Act,  by  which  it  i.s 
optional  with  the  judge  not  to  impose  any 
sentence  whatever  on  an  offender  who  for 
the  first  time  comes  before  a  court  of  jus¬ 
tice.  That,  I  think,  is  advisable,  and  that 
is  an  advance,  an  experimental  ad  v^ance, 
w  hich  can  be  made  on  a  small  scale  by  an 
individual  state ;  but  it  w'ould  be  very 
difficult  indeed  to  introduce  a  principle  of 
that  sort  on  a  large  scale  at  first.  I  do 
not  think  that  this  is  the  place  in  wdiich  to 
define  one’s  own  particular  views;  but  I 
look  forw’ard  to  further  developments  in 
this  respect.  I  think  that  optional  sen¬ 
tences — sentences  for  an  indefinite  term — 
are  decidedly  desirable  here.  I  simply  men¬ 
tion  this  to  show^  that  it  is  very  much  to  the 
advantage  of  evolution  that  as  much  ground 
as  possible  should  be  left  available  to  the 
states  in  which  to  make  experiments  in 
legislation.  In  fact,  w’ehave  in  the  states,, 
ill  our  several  governments,  reaped  many 
triumphs  of  the  w^orking  of  individualism. 
Whatever  may  be  the  case  with  regard  to 
persons  or  societies,  the  penod  of  indivi¬ 
dualism  w'ith  regaixl  to  states  has  not  yet 
been  passed,  and  under  the  competition 
and  emulation  wdi ich  individualism  in  states 
will  engender,  w  e  can  look  forward  to  lay¬ 
ing  up  many  stores  of  experience  which 
eventually  wdll  be  available  for  the  wdiole 
of  Australia,  and  ultimately  for  the  w  hole 
of  the  human  race.  I  wdll  not  dw’ell  upon 
the  question  of  the  standing  army,  because 
that  has  been  already  so  excellently  dealt 
with  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  George 
Grey,  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  and 
others.  I  think  that  those  speakers  have 
convinced  this  Convention  that  w’e  do  not 

Fifth  da]/. 


Resohitions. 


202  Fedeml  GonatitiUion :  [10  March,  1891.] 


want  to  nnduly  foster  the  niilitarj  spirit 
in  these  colonies.  There  is,  however,  just 
one  matter  mentioned  by  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Bird,  to  which  I  desire  to  allude.  The 
hon.  member  expressed  some  surprise  that 
the  attitude  of  South  Australia  with  regard 
to  the  customs  union  appeared  somewhat 
different  now  from  what  it  did  twelve 
months  ago. 

Mr.  Bird  :  I  expressed  }deasure  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  think  the  hon. 
member  also  expressed  surprise.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  anything  to  be  surprised  at 
in  this,  although  I  am  glad  that  it  has 
given  pleasure  to  the  hon.  member.  The 
fact  is  that  tliose  points  which  the  South 
Australian  representatives  asked  last  year 
have  now  been  willingly  conceded,  it  ap¬ 
peal's,  by  the  whole  Convention,  and  we 
have  no  fear  whatever  that  any  injustice 
will  be  inflicted  upon  our  industries.  I 
think  it  is  generally  recognised  that  this 
is  the  case,  and  it  is  not  necessary  for 
South  Australia  to  say  anything  further 
on  the  subject,  seeing  that  those  wdio  last 
year  were  rather  opposed  to  her  demands 
— the  Victorian  delegates — this  year  have 
viewed  the  matter  entirely  from  the  stand¬ 
point  which  was  then  taken  up  by  the 
delegates  of  the  smaller  colony.  Now, 
there  are  many  other  points  to  which,  if  I 
had  spoken  earlier  in  the  debate,  I  should 
have  alluded  ;  but  I  feel  that  these  have 
been  so  ably  dealt  with  by  men  ot  maturer 
3" ears,  and  larger  experience,  that  it  would 
be  presumption  on  my  part  to  further  al¬ 
lude  to  them.  In  Committee  there  will 
be  plenty  of  time  for  any  expression  of 
individual  opinion.  As  far  as  possible  I 
am  seeking  to  avoid  repeating  arguments, 
and  taking  up  ground  so  much  better  occu¬ 
pied  before.  However,  1  must  allude  to  one 
sentence  in  your  opening  addre.s.s,  sir,  in 
which  you  said  that  it  was  the  experience 
ofthe  vvorld  that  confederations,  as  opposed 
to  federations,  had  been  disastrous.  Now, 
as  far  as  my  reading  of  history  has  led 
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me  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  subject 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
reason  why  confederation — federation  on  a 
somewhat  loose  principle — has  been  falla¬ 
cious  in  the  past,  is  becau.se  no  confederation 
had  been  constructed  on  such  lines  as  to 
be  able  to  stand  the  test  of  a  prolonged 
w*ar.  All  the  federations  of  which  w'e  read 
in  history — that  federation,  the  AcbcTan 
LfOague,  wdiich  shed  a  lustre  upon  the  de¬ 
clining  days  of  the  glory  of  Greece,  fell 
from  no  other  reason  ;  the  fi  rst  confedera¬ 
tion  in  America  fell  from  no  other  reason. 

:Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  The  hon.  member  is 
wn-ong  there  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  It  w’as  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  w’ar  that  it  ceased  to  exist. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  The  confederation 
was  not  formed  until  the  war  was  over ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  ;  Confederation  was 
found  to  be  unequal  to  the  demands  of  the 
long  w’ar  wdth  Great  Britain,  and  a  closer 
union  was  seen  to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Clark  :  It  \vas  because  of  the 
demands  of  trade  and  commerce  1 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  No,  it  was  because 
of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  w  ar.  The 
continental  congress  of  America  had  made 
itself  liable  in  consequence  of  the  w'ar  for 
an  enormous  amount  of  money.  Its  credit 
was  at  stake,  and  it  tried  to  get  the  money 
by  levies  upon  the  states  ;  but  it  wjis  not 
forthcoming.  It  w'as  distinctly  the  result 
of  the  w'ar.  I  have  always  been  rather  an 
admirer  of  the  first  step  taken  towards 
Australian  unit^".  From  the  first,  I  gave 
allegiance  to  the  Federal  Council,  wdiich  is 
a  loose  confederation,  and  I  must  confos.s 
that  as  time  goes  on  I  find  it  somewdiat 
difficult  to  sever  that  allegiance.  Of  course 
w’e  all  recognise  that  the  Federal  Council 
did  not  go  far  enough.  It  is  necessary  to 
give  it  an  executive,  and  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  and  to  have  a  supreme 
judiciary  ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
if  we  take  the  elements  which  form  the  basis 
of  the  Federal  Council  fully,  and  if  w'cadd 
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to  them  these  necessary  things — an  execu¬ 
tive,  means  for  defence,  and  a  judiciary,  and 
if  we  continue  to  add  to  tliem  tlie  powers 
of  that  council — we  shall  soh^e  the  problem 
wliicli  is  at  present  facing  us  and  which 
presents  so  much  diliiculty.  We  shall,  by 
beginning  low  down  on  the  few  common 
points  of  agT’eement,  be  able  to  build  up 
gradually  under  the  power  of  reference  to 
the  Federal  Council  which  obtained  in  that 
bill,  a  federation,  and  be  able  to  reconcile 
what  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
contends  for — elasticity  and  rigidity  on  cer¬ 
tain  points.  I  think  it  will  be  found  when 
this  Convention  has  concluded  its  labours 
that  if  these  necessaries  to  which  I  have 
alluded  are  adding  to  the  powers  of  the 
Federal  Council,  and  if  instead  of  one  cham¬ 
ber,  two  chambers  be  made  out  of  it,  but  on 
the  same  model,  and  the  number  of  members 
be  increased  so  as  to  give  it  that  respect 
which  is  its  due  among  the  colonies  over  the 
destinies  of  which  it  wdll  have,  to  a  certain 
extent,  to  preside,  we  shall  have  arrived 
at  a  solid  ground  upon  which  we  can 
commence  to  build  a  lasting  fabric,  be¬ 
cause  time  is  a  necessity  in  all  enduring 
structures.  If  we  begin  on  that  ground, 
gradually  adding  to  the  building,  I  think 
we  shall  get  the  union  which  we  desire  to 
gee  more  quickly  than  if  we  break  alto¬ 
gether  with  the  past.  I  am  not  now  plead¬ 
ing  for  the  Federal  Council  as  it  stands. 
It  is  inadequate  in  many  res[>ects.  But  if 
we  give  it  an  executive,  the  control  of  de¬ 
fence,  and  provide  fora  judiciary,  and  settle, 
at  the  same  time,  the  fiscal  question — 
w'hich  can  easily  be  settled  under  such  a 
principle  as  that — and  if,  supposing  the 
Convention  favours  the  idea,  we  divide  the 
chamber  into  two,  and  have  a  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  as  well  as  a  council  of  state, 
but  maintain  that  principle  which  was  dis¬ 
tinctive  of  the  Federal  Council,  that  it 
should  grow  in  power  by  the  gradual  re¬ 
ference  to  it  of  matters  agreed  upon  by 
the  various  legislatures,  I  think  that  will 


be  our  quicke.st  way  in  the  long  run.  We 
are  all  agreed  on  the  question  of  union. 
There  is  absolutely  no  opposition  on  that 
ground  whatever;  there  is  no  obstacle 
whatever  to  the  carrying  out  of  our  views. 
The  only  resistance  which  we  may  en¬ 
counter  is  that  which  may  bo  due  to  our 
own  momentum.  The  resistance  increases 
according  to  the  velocity  with  which  we 
travel.  If  w^e  build  gradually  and  give 
time  for  endurance,  we  shall  find  nothing 
like  the  difficulties  which  will  present 
themselves  if  we  attempt  at  once  to  launch 
a  definite,  rigid  constitution,  which  we  ex¬ 
pect  to  last  for  many  years,  practically 
without  change,  or  with  change  in  only 
small  degrees.  I  think  that  all  our  paths 
converge  towards  union ;  but  at  present 
our  steps  lie  in  diverse  and  varied  terri¬ 
tory.  Our  eyes  are  fixed  on  the  same  point, 
but  at  the  same  time  we  must  give  our  at¬ 
tention  to  the  difficulties  which  lie  in  our 
path,  otherwise  we  shall  lose  ourselves  in  the 
entanglements  and  the  pitfalls  at  our  feet. 
I  think  if  w’e  can  in  any  way  at  this  last 
moment  recognise  the  past — recognise  the 
work  that  has  been  done,  as  was  done  in 
America,  we  shall  do  well.  The  American 
Constitution,  which  we  all  admire  so  much, 
was  not  obtained  byany  sudden  flight.  Much 
as  they  saw  that  the  powers  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  congress  were  inadequate  for  the 
Congress,  they  did  not  break  Avith  that 
congress.  It  had  a  voice  in  fixing  the 
convention  which  framed  the  Constitution, 
The  resolution.^  carried  at  the  convention 
were  submitted  to  the  Congi'ess,  and  the 
Congress  took  upon  itself  the  duty  of  re¬ 
ferring  them  to  the  states.  America  did 
not  obti\in  that  proud  position  of  federa¬ 
tion  by  breaking  in  any  way  with  the  past, 
and  I  think  we  should  be  careful  in  break¬ 
ing  with  our  past.  We  must  recognise 
the  work  which  lias  been  already  done,  and 
whicJi  has  not  been  utilised.  Does  it  not 
appear  that  there  is  something  strange 
in  our  now  applying  for  more  complete 
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federal  powers  when  we  have  not  used 
the  powers  which  form  part  of  our  consti¬ 
tution  'i  Why  should  we  not  work  the  ex¬ 
isting  machinery  up  to  its  fullest,  and 
when  we  find  it  inadequate  get  other  ma¬ 
chinery  1  I  did  not  mean  to  refer  to  this 
point.  I  meant  to  keep  away  from  any 
reference  to  tlie  Federal  Council,  and  I 
must  apologise  for  not  having  done  so. 

31 r,  Clark  :  South  Australia  is  not  in 
it.  The  lion,  member’s  colony  is  out  of  it ! 

Dr.  COCK  BURN  :  She  would  not  have 
gone  out  of  it  if  there  had  been  shown  a 
general  desire  to  utilise  those  means  to  the 
fullest  extent.  Our  country  would  to¬ 
morrow,  if  Parliament  met,  gladly  enter 
the  Fedeml  Council,  and  give  it  the  powers 
and  every  opportunity  to  justify  its  exist¬ 
ence.  However,  I  have  been  led  into 
stating  my  opinion  on  the  question  of  the 
Federal  Council,  because  I  felt  it  nece.s- 
sary  to  show  that  because  confederations 
have  not  proved  successful  in  the  past, 
that  is  no  reason  why  a  modified  confed¬ 
eration  should  not  be  successful  in  the 
future.  We  are  treading  on  altogether 
new  ground ;  we  have  no  experience  what¬ 
ever  to  guide  us.  Tlie  problems  of  the 
old  country  are  no  guide  whatever  to  the 
solution  of  those  problems  which  will  have 
to  be  solved  on  the  continent  of  Australia. 
As  was  pointed  out  by  you,  sir,  Australia 
stands  by  itself.  It  is  already  defended, 
and  defended  in  such  a  way  that  millions 
and  millions  of  pounds  might  be  expended 
without  so  good  a  result,  by  that  mighty 
moat  which  was  placed  round  it  at  the 
dawn  of  creation,  and  it  has,  therefore, 
nothing  to  fear  from  those  causes  w’hich, 
in  past  history,  have  proved  so  fatal 
to  federation.  I  cannot  lielp  thinking 
that  after  “we  have  been  sitting  here, 
and  when  we  get  into  Committee  upon 
the  details  of  the  subject,  we  shall  find 
that  if  we  settle  the  fiscal  question  and 
give  those  additional  powers  which  I  have 
indicated  to  the  Federal  Council,  we  shall 
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have  solved  as  much  of  the  problem  as  it 
is  possible  for  us  to  solve.  And  in  that 
way,  I  think,  wo  shall  be  able  to  make  a 
solid  step  in  advance.  I  am  afraid  that 
if  we  aim  at  too  much,  we  shall  get  nothing. 
Any  one  can  see  at  once  the  dilference 
between  the  tone  whicli  pervades  this  Con¬ 
vention  and  the  tone  which  pervaded  the 
conference  in  31elbourne  last  year.  3Iany 
subjects  then  brought  forward  as  essential 
to  federation  have  now  been  recognised  as 
subjects  with  which  we  should  not  deal. 
Our  principal  common  ground  is  becoming 
more  and  more  limited,  and  we  shall  find, 
as  it  becomes  limited,  the  advantage  of  not 
ignoring  the  foundation  already  laid,  and 
we  shall  discover  that  by  meeting  round 
the  table  we  can  get  over  the  difficulties 
and  misunderstandings  which  attached  to 
that  earlier  form  of  confederation.  As  I 
said  at  the  commencement  of  my  address, 
we  have  no  experience  to  guide  us  ;  there¬ 
fore,  in  this  matter  we  must  fall  back,  to 
a  certain  extent,  upon  the  authority  of 
those  who  have  studied  the  question.  It 
has  been  said  that  federation  will  only 
take  root  in  the  soil  when  the  ground  here 
has  been  prepared  by  a  looser  bond.  Now, 
sir,  the  ground  has  already  been  prepared 
by  a  loo.ser  bond.  3Ye  have  recognised  the 
inadequacy  of  that  bond.  Let  us  recog- 
ni.se  its  present  requirements  ;  let  us  build 
it  up  upon  a  sure  foundation ;  and,  step 
by  step,  let  us  attempt  to  avoid,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  rigidity  which  attaches  itself 
to  the  federations  wliich  we  have  seen  in 
other  parts,  and  which  is  so  fatal  to  evo¬ 
lution  ;  and  so,  I  think,  we  may  hope 
to  see,  without  let,  witliout  obstacle,  the 
gradual  development  and  the  gradual  rear¬ 
ing  of  such  a  s^tructure  which  we  shall 
feel  proud  of  from  the  commencement,  and 
which  will  prove  itself  to  be  enduring  for¬ 
ever.  I  must  apologise  for  having  tres- 
pa.s.sed  so  long  upon  the  time  of  hon.  mem¬ 
bers,  and  I  thank  hon.  members  for  the 
manner  in  vrhicli  they  have  listened  to  me. 
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Mr.  BllOWX  :  In  acUlre.ssing  myself  to 
tl)0  resolutions  Ijefore  tlie  Convention,  I 
liave  present  to  my  mind  the  fact  that  all, 
or  nearly  all,  that  could  be  usefully  said  on 
the  general  matters  which  we  are  consider¬ 
ing,  has  been  already  said  ;  and  it  becomes 
more  and  more  evident,  I  think,  as  wo 
l)roceecl,  that  the  real  work  of  this  Con¬ 
vention  will  only  commence  when  we  go 
into  Committee  on  the  resolutions  which 
you,  Mr.  President,  have  submitted  for 
our  consideration.  At  the  same  time,  I 
cannot  help  feeling  that  those  from  whom 
I  derive  my  authority  to  sit  here  as  a 
delegate  in  this  important  assemblage 
would  not  be  satisfied  if  I,  or  any  other 
delegate  whom  they  have  sent  here  to  re¬ 
present  their  views,  were  to  be  altogether 
silent  in  this  prelim  inary  discussion.  What¬ 
ever  diffidence  1  may  naturally  feel  in 
addressing  this  august  assemblage,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  diminished  by  the  consciousness 
of  the  ability  with  which  the  questions 
before  us  have  been  discussed  by  those  who 
have  preceded  me.  I  am  sure  that  we  have 
derived  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  a  great 
deal  of  instruction  from  the  contest  of  legal 
acumen  and  debating  power  between  the 
hon.  members.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  and  Mr. 
Deakin.  We  also  owe  very  much — and  in 
this  T  am  expressing  the  opinion  of  many 
tlelegatcs  besides  myself — to  the  important 
contributions  to  the  discussion  whicli  we 
have  received  from  the  representative  of 
South  Australia,  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Baker,  and  the  representative  of  New 
South  Wales,  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Barton. 
Those  two  gentlemen  placed  before  the 
Convention,  in  the  most  clear,  forcible,  and 
logical  manner,  the  considerations  which 
ought  to  guide  us  in  dealing  with  the 
important  questions  which  are  before  us. 
At  the  same  time,  there  arc  some  points 
raised  in  the  di.scussion  of  the  resolutions 
which  I  should  like  to  touch  upon  ;  hut 
before  doing  so  porhap.s  T  may  be  per¬ 
mitted — inasmuch  as  the  interest  that  Tas¬ 


mania  has  taken  in  the  cause  of  federation 
from  the  very  earlie.st  day  is  well  known ; 
inasmuch  as  tlirough  her  late  lamented 
premier,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Giblin,  she 
gave  no  inconsiderable  aid  in  formulating 
the  present  Federal  Council  Act — to  refer 
briefly  to  tlie  operation  of  that  act  so  far  as 
it  has  gone.  I  am  one  of  those  who  regret 
to  some  extent,  or  have  regretted  until  the 
past  few  days,  that  the  institution  which 
was  founded  by  the  Federal  Council  Act 
has  not  been  used  in  the  manner  indicated 
just  now  by  the  hon.  member,  Dr.  Cock- 
burn,  as  the  beginning  of  larger  and  more 
important  functions  to  be  devolved  upon 
a  federal  legislature.  No  one  at  all  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  facts  supposes,  that  the 
authors  of  that  act  ever  intended  that  it 
should  be  anything  more  than  the  initia¬ 
tory  step,  in  a  series  of  steps,  which  would 
ultimately  lead  on  to  the  object  which  is 
now,  in  a  concrete  form,  before  us  in  the 
resolutions  which  you  have  submitted  to  us. 
We  always  recognised  the  fact  that  we  were 
simply  doing  what  it  was  possible  to  do  at 
the  time.  We  hoped  that  the  Federal 
Council  would  gather  round  it,  as  time 
went  on,  the  adhesion  of  the  whole  of  the 
colonies ;  and  that,  when  that  adhesion  was 
secured,  there  would  be  a  central  bodv 
around  which  the  federal  idea  would  gradu¬ 
ally  grow,  and  that,  as  the  interests  of  the 
people  became  more  and  more  evident  as 
regards  federal  legislation,  they  would  be 
able  to  evolve  from  that  beginning  some¬ 
thing  of  a  much  more  important  and  im¬ 
posing  character.  It  has  been  a  matter  of 
extreme  regret,  as  you,  Mr.  President,  very 
well  know,  to  those  who  have,  like  myself, 
interested  themselves  in  this  question,  that 
the  important  coloniesof  New  South  Wales 
and,  until  a  very  recent  time,  South  Austra¬ 
lia,  were  not  able  to  see  their  way  to  come  in 
and  help  us ;  and  it  is,  of  course,  a  matter 
of  equal  regret  that  the  important  colony 
of  New  Zealand  has  not  been  able  to  see 
its  way  to  join  us,  although  I  know, 
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liaving  had  tlie  pleasure  of  meeting  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  in  the 
convention  of  1883,  and  having  subse¬ 
quently  had  convei'sation  with  his  col¬ 
leagues  who  were  present  with  him  there, 
that  it  has  not  been  from  any  want  of 
loyalty  to  the  cause  of  federation  that  that 
adhesion  has  not  been  given,  but  simply  be¬ 
cause  they  found,  as  you,  sir,  found,  in  New 
South  Wales  and  have  placed  the  fact  on  pub¬ 
lic  record,  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  the 
peopleof  their  colony  to  interest  themselves 
sufficiently  in  the  subject  to  gain  their  as¬ 
sent  to  joining  the  Federal  Council.  I 
am  quite  sure  of  this,  sir,  that  if  it  had 
been  possible  to  carry  on  the  Federal 
Council,  always  supposing,  of  coui-se,  that 
we  had  had  the  adhesion  of  the  important 
colonies  I  have  referred  to,  we  should,  as 
the  hon.  member.  Dr.  Cockburn,  has  said, 
have  been  much  more  likely  to  have  ar¬ 
rived  at  .satisfactory  and  enduring  results 
than  we  can  by  going  to  work  as  we  are 
now,  and  attempting  at  one  stroke  of  the 
pen,  as  it  were,  to  place  before  the  various 
p^'liaments  of  the  colonies,  a  carefully 
prepared  paper  constitution.  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  cast  any  doubts  on  the  results 
of  our  labours.  On  tlie  contrary,  I  do 
sincerely  hope  that  the  result  of  our  being 
liere  will  be  to  build  up  a  constitution 
which  will  fulfil  the  conditions  required  of 
it ;  that  is  to  say,  that  it  will  furnish  appro¬ 
priate  means  for  attaining  legitimate  ends. 
I  may  say  that,  even  supposing,  as  I  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  w’ill  be  the  case,  we  .succeed  in 
arriving  at  conclusions  wffiich  will  be  gener¬ 
ally  satisfactory  to  those  of  our  co-delegates 
whom  we  meet  here  from  other  colonies — 
in  the  not  altogether  impossible  event  of 
that  result,  when  it  is  submitted  to  the 
various  parliaments  whom  w'e  represent, 
being  declined,  or  at  all  events  not  ac¬ 
cepted  for  a  very  considerable  time,  as 
I  fear  will  happen  in  one  or  more  of 
the  colonies,  it  certainly  must  be  matter 
for  congratulation  that,  in  the  Federal 
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Council  we  shall  still  have  a  rallying  point 
round  Avhich  the  federal  idea  may  gather 
and  grow,  and  by-and-by  render  much  move 
easy  the  task  of  those  who  desire  to  see  au 
absolute  and  perfect  union  of  the  whole  of 
the  colonies.  Having  said  so  much,  if  you 
will  permit  me  to  do  so,  I  should  like 
to  congratulate  you,  Mr.  President,  and 
those  whose  assistance  you  have  been 
able  to  secure,  on  tlie  success  whicli  has 
so  far  attended  your  labours  in  assembling 
this  Convention — and  I  think  it  is  only 
fair  and  right  that  I  should  give  voice 
to  the  opinion  which  I  know  is  held  by 
many,  that  we  are  in  no  small  degree  in¬ 
debted  to  tlie  self-denying,  patriotic,  and 
statesmanlike  conduct  of  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Gillies,  for  having  aiTived  at  the  point 
at  which  w'e  have  arrived.  I  think,  if  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  will  permit  me 
to  say  so,  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  were 
it  not  for  the  means  he  took  to  secui’e  the 
adhesion  of  Kew  South  Wales  and  the 
other  colonies  to  the  proposal  to  assemble 
this  Convention,  Ave  should  not  have  been 
liere  to-day  ;  and,  on  my  o^vn  part,  and  on 
the  part  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
federal  cause,  whilst  thanking  you  sincerely 
for  the  prominent  part  you  have  taken,  and 
the  cordial  and  loyal  manner  in  which  you 
have  acted  tow^ards  the  cause  of  federation, 
I  join  also  with  those  who  acknowledge 
their  obligations  to  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Gillies,  for  the  w  ork  he  has  performed  in 
connection  w’ith  the  matter,  not  forgetting 
for  a  moment  that  the  present  Premier  of 
Victoria,  since  lie  has  had  the  opportunity, 
has  also  rendered  loyal  service  in  the  same 
cause.  As  to  the  resolutions  wdiicli  are 
before  us,  the  most  important  arc  those 
which  refer  to  the  tariff  question,  and  on 
that  point  I  think  the  Convention  is  as 
yet  without  the  information  wdiich  it  will 
be  necessary  for  us  to  have  before  we 
proceed  very  much  further  in  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  question.  We  know  that 
the  lion,  member,  Sir  James  Lee*^Steere,  at 
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tlie  conference  held  in  Melbourne  last  year, 
raised  the  very  important  question  as  to 
the  amount  which  would  be  sacrificed  by 
each  of  the  colonies  by  the  abandonment 
of  the  intercolonial  duties.  I  have  seen 
various  calculations  as  to  the  amount  that 
would  be  so  sacrificed  j  but  I  have,  as  yet, 
seen  no  authoritative  statement  from  any 
one  in  the  position  of  treasurer  of  a  colony 
as  to  what  that  amount  Ls  likely  to  be. 
We  have,  of  course,  before  us,  the  calcu¬ 
lations  of  statisticians  and  others  who  have 
interested  themselves  in  the  matter  ;  but 
I  think  it  would  be  well  if  this  Ck)n- 
vention  were  informed  by  some  one  w'ho 
has  had  the  responsibility  of  administer¬ 
ing  the  finances  in  a  colony  what  is  really 
likely  to  occur  in  that  respect.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  ultimate  result  which  we  all 
aim  at,  the  free  interchange  of  commodi¬ 
ties  from  Port  Darwin  on  the  north  to 
Hobart  in  the  south,  and  I  hope  also  with 
our  friends  in  New  Zealand,  no  one  will, 
I  think,  question  this  proposition,  that  no 
matter  what  the  individual  losses  may  be 
— and  we  know  some  individuals  must  lose 
by  the  operation  of  such  free  interchange — 
they  will  be  absolutely  lost  and  merged, 
and  must  be  considered  of  the  very  slightest 
importance  in  consideration  of  the  vast 
advantages  which  will  be  given  to  the 
wdiole  of  the  colonies  by  the  increase  of 
trade  and  commerce,  and  the  enormously 
enlarged  markets  which  will  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  those  colonies  which  now, 
unfortunately,  by  hostile  tariffs,  are  closed 
to  them.  It  has  been  said  that  there  has 
been  a  want  of  impelling  force  to  drive  us  to 
this  union ;  that  there  is  no  pro.spect  of  war 
or  invasion.  I  should  like  to  ask  those 
gentlemen  who  know  what  has  been  going 
on  within  the  last  twenty  years  how  long 
they  suppose  it  will  be  before  some  very 
serious  questions  will  arise  between  these 
colonies  on  the  continent — of  course,  as  far 
as  Tasmania  is  concerned,  we  are  in  the 
happy  position  of  not  being  in  that  close 


juxtaposition  with  our  neighbours  which 
sometimes  leads  to  unpleasant  results — but 
I  ask  them  how  long  they  think  it  is  likely 
— tariils  being  avowedly  constructed  for 
the  purpose  of  inflicting  injury  upon  neigh¬ 
bours — that  that  state  of  things  wdll  con¬ 
tinue  without  some  very  serious  results 
arising?  It  is  true  that  the  differences 
between  the  colonies  in  this  matter  have 
hitherto  been  adjusted  without  any  very 
serious  results ;  but  as  the  military  forces 
of  each  colony  increase — as  they  are  in¬ 
creasing  from  day  to  day — with  the  power 
of  each  colony  increasing,  as  it  is  increas¬ 
ing  from  day  to  day,  does  any  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  Convention  mean  to  tell  me 
that  there  is  not  a  risk  of  some  very 
serious  conflict  arising  1  But,  quite  apart 
from  that  impelling  force,  we  have  quite 
enough  in  the  consideration  of  the  enor¬ 
mous  advantages  that  we  shall  all  enjoy 
from  a  free  interchange  of  products  and 
manufactures  throughout  Australasia  to 
cause  us  to  welcome  the  day  when  that 
glorious  state  of  affairs  shall  be  brouglit 
about.  It  has  been  a  surprise  to  me,  as  no 
doubt  it  has  been  to  other  hon.  members  of 
the  Convention,  to  find  the  colony  of  Victoria 
the  first  to  cry  out  for  some  consideration 
in  tlie  arrangement  that  may  be  made  with 
this  ultimate  object  in  view.  This  is  one 
of  those  rather  comical  incidents  with 
w’hich  we  occasionally  meet,  which  requires 
some  explanation,  and,  no  doubt,  we  sliall 
have  some  explanation  given  later  on.  How¬ 
ever,*  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  those 
who  are  disposed  to  have  some  time  fixed 
before  the  free  interchange  shall  take  place; 
and,  if  that  is  the  only  condition,  I  sliould 
hope  that  New  South  Wales  will  not  be  so 
rigid  in  its  adherence  to  what  it  considers 
its  rights  in  the  matter,  as  was  indicated 
by  the  hon.  member,  !Mr.  Dibbs,  this  morn¬ 
ing.  We  are  here,  sir,  to  perform  that 
duty  which  you  have  placed  before  us — to 
give  and  take — and  if,  in  this  matter  above 
all  other  things,  there  is  not  a  disposition  to 
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give  and  take,  wo  are  not  likely  to  arrive 
at  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  I  was  very 
glad  indeed,  sir,  that  in  the  graceful  and 
charming  speech  of  the  hon.  member,  Cap¬ 
tain  Russell,  wo  Iiad  recalled  to  our  minds 
the  fact  that  this  is  an  Australasian  Con¬ 
vention,  and  I  shall  be  glad  indeed — and 
.[  am  sure  that  I  am  expressing  the  opinion 
of  all  my  fellow-colonists — if  the  result  of 
our  labours  shall  be  of  such  a  diameter  as 
to  shoAv  New  Zealand  that  if  she  does  join 
our  federal  union  she  certainly  will  not 
have  any  cause  to  regret  having  done  so. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  desirable  that 
the  union  to  be  formed  should  be  an  Aus¬ 
tralasian  union,  and  it  will,  I  think,  be  de- 
plomble  if  one  important  member  of  these 
Australasian  communities  should,  for  anv 
reason,  think  it  necessary  to  stand  out. 
While,  as  indicated  by  the  hon.  member, 
Captain  Russell,  New  Zealand  has  been, 
and  is  likely  to  be,  so  coy,  I  think  that  the 
coyness  of  New  Zealand  is  far  surpassed 
by  the  coyness  of  Western  Australia.  We 
have  had  placed  before  us  by  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  James  Lee-Steere,  various 
conditions  under  which  Western  Australia 
is  likely  to  consent  to  join  the  union. 
Those  who  take  that  view  with  regard 
to  Western  Australia  I  hope  do  not  lose 
sight  of  the  fact  that  as  regards  that 
vast  territory  this  is  “the  day  of  small 
things,''  and  that  although  with  her  re¬ 
sources,  her  enormous  extent 'of  territory, 
and  her  position,  she  would  be  under  some 
disadvantage  now’  in  joining  the  union — 
w'e  are  not  here  to  contrive  legislation 
for  the  present,  but  to  look  forward  to  a 
future  day  when  instead  of  40,000  inhabi¬ 
tants,  which  I  think  is  the  number  in 
M  estern  Australia  now,  there  wdll  be  per¬ 
haps  4,000,000  or  5,000,000  within  not 
very  many  years.  But  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  James  Lee-Steere,  raised  a  question 
w  hich  I  think  demands  some  consideration 
with  regard  to  the  repre.sentation  of  the 
smaller  states  in  the  house  of  representa- 
[Mr,  Brovm, 


lives.  T  quite  concur  in  the  view  ex¬ 
pressed  by  tliat  hon.  inemher,  namelv 
tliat  the  number  of  representatives  pro- 
posed  to  be  accorded  to  the  smaller  states 
w’ould,  if  taken  on  the  basis  of  population, 
be  altogether  inadequate ;  and  I  think  it 
wdll  be  for  this  Convention  to  consider 
later  on  wlietlicr  they  may  not  fairly  stipu¬ 
late  that  as  regards  the  existing  smaller 
colonies,  and  as  regards  future  smaller 
colonies— or  states  I  suppose  I  should  call 
them— which  certainly  will  be  carved  out 
of  the  larger  ones,  there  should  be  a  mini- 
mum  representation  in  the  liouse  of  re¬ 
presentatives.  The  calculation  giving  a 
representative  to  eacli  20,000  inhabitants 
would  be  as  the  hon.  member,  Sir  James 
Lee-Steere,  said,  two  for  Western  Austra¬ 
lia,  eight  for  Tasmania,  sixteen  for  South 
Australia,  as  against  fifty-six  each  for  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria.  I  think  it  will 
be  for  us  to  consider  whether,  as  regards 
the  smaller  states  now  existing  or  those 
which  wdll  come  into  exi.stence  hereafter, 
it  would  not  be  fair  to  say  that  there  shall 
be  a  minimum  of  twelve  representatives. 
That,  however,  is  one  of  those  matters  of 
detail  wdiich,  of  course,  wdll  have  to  l^e 
considered  very  carefully  ;  but  I  can  un¬ 
derstand  any  representative  of  Western 
Australia  taking  exception  to  the  small 
amount  of  representation  which  that 
colony  would  secure  if  the  number  of  popu¬ 
lation  alone  were  to  be  taken  into  consider¬ 
ation.  'With  regard  to  the  4  th  resolution, 
providing  for  one  command  for  the  military 
and  naval  defences,  I  have  been  very  much 
surprised  at  the  w’ay  in  which  that  resolu¬ 
tion  w’as  slurred  over  It  w’as  not  noticed 
at  all  by  some  lion  delegates  ;  and  its 
full  effect  was  not  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion,  or,  at  all  events,  not  given  promin¬ 
ence  to,  by  those  who  liave  noticed  it.  I 
should  like  to  know’  if  tliere  is  to  be  an 
organised  military  and  naval  defence  under 
one  command  in  the  Australian  colonies, 
w'hat  is  to  be  done  w’ith  regard  to  the  large 
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amount  of  defence  which  we  now  receive 
from  tlio  mother  country — partially  paid 
for  only  as  regards  annual  maintenance, 
and  as  to  the  other  portion  not  paid  for 
at  all  ]  Is  it  proposed  by  those  who  ad¬ 
vocate  this  step,  that  the  defence  now 
afforded  us  by  the  mother  country  is  to  be 
continued  as  it  is,  or  is  it  contemplated  that 
there  shall  be  some  sort  of  treaty  with  the 
mother  country  as  regards  supplying  any 
necessary  defence  that  may  be  required 
hereafter  ?  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
taking  of  this  step  with  regard  to  the 
defence  of  the  colonies  will  involve  a  very 
much  larger  expenditure  than  any  that 
we  have  contemplated  for  some  time  past. 
I  am  entirely  in  accord  with  those  hon. 
delegates  who  have  taken  the  view  that, 
in  forming  our  legislative  machinery,  we 
should  give  the  very  utmost  power  that 
can  safely  and  properly  be  given  to  the 
senate  or  state  council,  as  it  may  be 
called  ;  and  I  have  been  very  much  sur¬ 
prised  to  find,  on  the  part  of  many  who 
have  discussed  the  question,  such  a  dis¬ 
position  to  confuse  the  nature  and  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  senate  with  the  nature  and 
the  constitution  of  the  upper  houses,  as  we 
know  them  in  the  colonies.  It  appears  to 
me  that  nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
truth  than  to  represent  the  senate,  as  we 
contemplate  it,  as  representing  only  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  people.  As  I  understand  tlie 
proposition,  the  members  of  the  senate 
will  as  thoroughly  and  as  fully  represent 
the  people  of  the  various  states  as  the 
representatives  in  the  low’er  house  will 
represent  them.  In  the  colonies  now’  there 
are,  I  think,  throe  nominee  councils,  and 
the  others  are  elected  on  a  restricted  fran¬ 
chise.  With  regard  to  the  senate,  its  mode 
of  election  and  its  touch  w’ith  the  people 
of  the  various  states  will  be  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  ;  and  therefore  I  am  quite  unable 
to  follow’  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Deakin,  in 
his  violent  declamation  against  the  past 
encroachments  of  upper  houses  w  hich  are 
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now  in  existence,  and  the  possibility  of 
encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the  people 
by  the  senate  which  we  hope  to  create. 
With  regard  to  the  appeal  court — the 
judiciary — th«at  is  a  matter  w’hich  has 
been  dealt  with  by  the  legal  members  of 
the  Convention,  and  as  to  which  I  am  not 
disposed  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
Convention  now.  All  I  w'ould  say  is,  that 
it  appears  to  me,  wdiile  admitting  that  it 
w’ould  be  an  enormous  convenience  and 
saving  of  expense  to  parties  in  the  colo¬ 
nies  to  have  the  opportunity  of  appealing 
to  a  local  court  of  appeal  ;  yet  I  cannot  see 
why  the  option  of  appealing  to  the  Privy 
Council,  as  I  believe  is  the  case  in  Canada, 
should  be  withdrawn  altogether;  and,  as 
regards  severing  the  links  that  bind  us  to 
the  old  country,  if  the  establishment  of  the 
proposed  court  of  appeal  is  to  be  taken  as 
an  indication  of  a  w  ish  to  sever  that  link  in 
the  least  degree,  as  it  has  been  taken  by 
some  to  mean,  I  say  that  it  would  be  de¬ 
plorable  that  it  should  come  about.  In  this 
connection,  I  should  like  to  refer  to  the 
very  able  speech  w’hich  w’e  heard  this 
morning  from  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibb.s, 
a  representative  of  Xew  South  Wales.  I 
am  one  of  those  wdio  have  been  taunted 
from  time  to  time  with  the  possible  re¬ 
sults  of  the  course  tliat  I  have  advocated, 
and  am  now  advocating,  to  secure  the 
union  of  these  colonies.  I  am  told  that 
what  we  are  going  to  do  will  lead  to  some¬ 
thing  terrible  in  the  future.  All  I  can  say  is 
that  w  hat  w’e  have  hitherto  done,  and  as  far 
as  I  know’  what  w’e  are  likely  to  do  in  the 
future,  has  been  done  and  wdll  be  done, 
W’ith  the  full  concurrence  of  the  mother 
country.  As  far  as  I  am  aw’are,  there  is  no 
disposition  to  hamper  or  cramp  the  efforts 
of  these  free  communities  in  tiie  southern 
seas  in  w’orking  out  their  own  salvation  as 
they  may  think  proper;  and  if  there  is  to 
be,  as  indicated  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Dibbs,  and  others,  a  complete  separation 
from  the  mother  country,  which  God  forbid 
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— if  there  is  to  be  that  complete  sej^ratioii 
which  has  been  so  boldly,  and  if  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  will  })ardoii  me  for 
saying  so,  I  think  injudiciously,  indicated 
this  morning — if  there  is  to  be  that  com¬ 
plete  separation,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it 
will  be  with  the  full  concurrence  of  those 
who  are  re.sponsible  for  the  destinies  of 
the  empire,  and  who  have  devoted  their 
time  and  attention  for  many  years  to  the 
solution  of  these  problems. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  It  won’t  come  in  our 
time  1 

Mr.  BROWN  :  I  am  content  to  take 
things  as  they  are.  I  think  that  if  such 
results  as  have  been  pointed  out  by  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  are  to  come 
about,  it  will  be  a  very  long  time  hence. 
It  is  not  for  us  to  trouble  ourselves  about 
the  ultimate  results,  but  to  carry  out  as 
best  we  can  those  institutions  which  are 
likely  to  give  us  the  full  benefit  of  the 
freedom  which  we  have  inherited.  I  have 
little  more  to  add.  I  should  have  been 
pleased  if  we  could  have  had  some  more 
certain  indication  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  and 
others  who  have  studied  the  question  as 
to  what  is  likely  to  be  the  result  of  the 
attempt  to  graft  upon  the  legislative  body 
which  we  propose  to  create,  responsible  go¬ 
vernment  as  it  is  understood  in  the  colo¬ 
nies.  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  .see  some 
way  to  do  tl)at,  because  the  institution  of 
responsible  government,  notwithstanding 
the  carping,  and  sneering,  and  adverse 
criticisms  to  which  it  has  been  subjected 
from  time  to  time  ha.s,  on  the  whole, 
worked  fairly  well.  It  is  a  mode  of 
government  with  w^hich  we  are  familiar, 
and  one  which,  I  think,  is  much  more  in 
accord  with  the  instincts  and  the  aspira¬ 
tions  of  the  Australian  colonies  than  any 
other  mode  of  administering  government 
which  has  been  submitted  for  our  con¬ 
sideration.  And  in  this  matter  I  am  en¬ 
tirely  in  accord  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
[d/r.  Brown, 


member,  Mr.  Barton,  that  wo  must  take 
something  for  granted.  I  think  it  is  not 
at  all  impossible  or  improbablo  that  wo 
shall  find  later  on  that  the  responsibility 
of  ministers  to  the  house  of  repres^'nta* 
tivos  will  not  be  after  all  such  a  bad  thing 
as  it  is  feai-ed  it  may  be.  For  we  have 
to  consider — and  I  find  from  a  conversa¬ 
tion  wfith  the  hon.  and  learned  member, 
Mr.  Barton,  that  he  is  entirely  in  accord 
with  me — that  no  body  of  men  called  upon 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  govern¬ 
ment  w’ould,  in  forming  an  administration, 
ignore — in  fact  they  could  not  afford  to 
ignore — the  voices  and  wishesof  thesenate, 
or  the  council  of  the  states,  if  it  is  to  be 
anything  like  as  powerful  as  we  have  in¬ 
dicated  our  wfish  to  make  it.  And  to  talk 
of  the  possibility  of  the  council  of  the 
states  acting  in  the  narrow-minded  and 
obstructive  manner  indicated  by  the  lion, 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  is,  I  think,  going 
very  much  beyond  what  w^e  are  entitled  to 
assume.  And  with  regard  to  the  wish  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  that  elasticity  should  be  given  to 
the  machinery  of  government,  I  think  Lis 
views  on  this  question  have  been  v’ery 
much  mistaken.  He  has  never  said  that 
he  wished  to  see  nothing  but  rigidity  in 
the  principles  laid  dowm  for  the  founda¬ 
tion  upon  which  the  legislature  will  work ; 
but  what  he  .said,  as  I  understood  him, 
w'as  that  we  cannot  hope  to  have  a  consti¬ 
tution  which  will  be  in  accord  from  time  to 
time  with  the  vdews  and  aspirations  of  the 
people  for  whom  it  is  framed.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  no  doubt  had  in 
his  mind  wdiat  has  been  well  expressed  by 
Professor  Max  Muller : 

Nature  teaches  us  that  nothing  can  live  which 
cannot  grow  and  change,  and  all  history  con¬ 
firms  nature’s  teaching  by  showing  us  that 
nothing  lias  been  more  fatal  to  institutions  than 
a  blind  faith  in  their  finality. 

And  when  lion,  gentlemen  speak  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  surely  they  hav’e  only  to  turn  to 
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tlie  volumes  of  Mr.  Bryce,  and  other  stan¬ 
dard  works,  to  see  how,  partly  hy  usage, 
and  partly  by  interpretation  by  the  su¬ 
preme  court,  that  constitution,  not  in  very 
important  principles,  but  in  various  prin¬ 
ciples  regulating  the  relations  between 
states  and  the  federal  government  have  been 
varied  very  considerably  during  the  la.st 
thirty  or  forty  years,  or  longer.  So  that 
I  think  what  we  have  to  try  to  do  on  this 
occasion  is  not  to  lay  down  rigid  rules  to 
operate  for  all  time ;  but  simply  to  con¬ 
struct  the  frame  work  of  a  constitution 
which  we  may  submit  to  our  respective 
parliaments  with  some  liope  that  they  will 
concur  in  our  work,  in  order  that  we  may 
take  the  first  step  in  the  federation  of 
the  whole  of  the  colonies.  I  hope  the  re¬ 
sult  of  our  labours  will  be  to  give  to  those 
colonies,  so  far  as  such  conditions  can  be 
secured  by  any  human  institutions,  unity, 
strength,  peace,  and  concord. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  shall  endeavour,  Mr. 
President,  to  briefly  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Convention  to  certain  issues  which 
seem  to  me  to  have  been  raised  by  the  dis¬ 
cussion  in  which  we  have  been  enirarred 
during  the  past  week.  The  subject  before 
the  Convention  is  a  vast  one,  and  it  would 
be  impossible  for  us  to  here  embrace  it  in 
every  aspect  which  it  presents.  But  1 
think  we  should  have  debated  in  vain  for 
the  past  week  if  we  did  not  find  certain 
issues  eliminated  from  the  general  mass  of 
discussion  and  on  which  our  decision  is  now 
challenged.  That  those  issues  involve  diffi¬ 
culties  need  not  be  conceded.  We  are  all 
acquainted  with  the  difficulties  which  sur¬ 
round  them,  and  w^ehave  to  find,  not  merely 
those  difficulties,  but  a  remedy  for  them. 
The  peopleof  our  different  communities  who 
have  sent  us  hero,  charged  with  the  great 
commission  of  framing  a  constitution  for 
them,  are  quite  aware  of  all  the  difficulties 
which  underlie  the  task,  and  they  look  to 
us,notmorely  to  see  what  thedifficultiesare, 
but  also  to  .see  where  the  remedy  lies.  And 


in  that  respect  I  cannot  help  saying  that  I 
think  the  forcible  speech  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Dibbs,  this  morning,  i.s  perhaps  open 
to  some  little  comment,  because  he  put  in 
the  most  effective  way  every  possible  ob¬ 
jection  against  federation,  and  found  some 
otlier  objections,  which  do  not  seem,  per- 
liaps,  to  come  strictly  within  the  range  of 
normal  objections  to  it.  Pie  put  every 
pos.sible  objection  but  certainly  he  was 
not  able  to  favour  us  with  a  solution  of 
some  of  those  difficulties.  I  think  I  am 
safe  in  saying  that,  while  the  question 
of  the  situation  of  the  capital  may  be  a 
difficulty,  and  while  the  question  of  the 
river  Murray  may  suggest  difficulties,  we 
should  be  a  people  sadly  wanting  in  the 
political  genius  and  instincts  of  our  fore¬ 
fathers  if  we  allowed  any  such  questions 
as  tho.se  to  stand  in  the  way  of  federation. 
And  I  certainly  do  not  expect  to  find  this 
great  province,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  or  state  of 
New  South  Wales,  or  any  other  state  that 
now  proposes  to  federate,  turned  aside  from 
its  purpose  by  any  such  obstacles  as  these. 
]\Iore  than  that,  I  say  the  other  difficulty 
which  the  hon.  member  adverted  to — the 
fiscal  difficulty — is  a  difficulty  which,  the 
nearer  you  come  to  it,  really  seems  less. 
It  looms  vast  in  the  distance;  but  when  you 
come  to  grapple  with  it  it  seems  gradually 
to  d isappear .  N o w,  we  have  been  dial lenged, 
I  may  say,  on  this  point,  to  say  wh}^  it  is 
that  Victoria  makes  particular  stipulations. 
Sir,  I  am  not  aware  that  Victoria  ever  has, 
or  that  she  ever  desires  to  make  any  stipu¬ 
lations  wliatever.  As  far  as  I  understood, 
what  was  put  forward  by  my  hon.  friend, 
Mr.  Deakin,  was  in  regard  to  all  the  states 
— not  to  one  state  alone,  but  to  all — that 
they  should  be  assured  of  a  certain  time 
and  certain  conditions,  before  bringing  into 
effect  any  great  fiscal  changes. 

Mr.  Deakin:  Hear,  hear! 

Mr.  WRIXOX :  That  surely  is  not  a 
matter  involving  a  serious  difficulty  with 
which  we  shall  be  unable  to  cope.  It  seems 
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to  me,  if  I  may  express  my  opinion — an 
opinion  which  I  am  ghul  to  find  lias  been 
before  expressed  by  many  strong  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  protectionist  interest, 
notably  by  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend, 
Colonel  Smith — that  there  need  not  be  the 
slightest  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  any  pro¬ 
vince,  and  there  is  no  need  for  any  special 
conditions  being  made  by  any  province  with 
regard  to  its  vested  interests,  or  its  existing 
industries,  because  the  situation  is  clear. 
They  will  all  retain  their  present  tariffs 
until  the  fedei*al  parliament  makes  changes, 
and  we  all  know  that  in  that  federal  par¬ 
liament  the  voice  of  the  mass  of  the  people 
will  be  thoroughly  represented.  I  may  go 
further  and  say  that  I  do  not  think  any  of 
us  can  doubt  that  that  voice  will  be  for 
protection  against  the  world.  Therefore  I 
apprehend  that  this  fiscal  question  is  one 
the  difficulty  of  which  lies  rather  upon  the 
surface,  and  can  be  gi’appled  with  when  we 
come  near  to  it. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Where  should  we  be  if 
it  were  decided  the  other  way  ? 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  Certainly;  but  I  share 
the  courage  which  my  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  di.splayed,  as  I  understood  him  yes¬ 
terday  in  his  speech,  wlien  he  said  that 
we  in  Victoria  are  afraid  of  no  reasonable 
competition,  and  are  prepared  to  take  our 
lot  with  others.  But  with  regard  to  all 
the  colonies,  it  may  be  necessary  to  make 
certain  conditions  before  bringing  into 
operation  any  great  fiscal  changes. 

Mr.  Bibbs  :  'What  about  preserving 
vested  interests  ? 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  That  is  just  what  I  am 
talking  about.  I  say  that  we  need  not 
have  the  slightest  fear  about  vested  in¬ 
terests  not  being  fully  preserved  ;  because 
the  people  of  the  country  will  be  amply 
represented  in  the  federal  parliament,  and 
I  apprehend  that  they  are  not  disposed  to 
do  violence  in  regard  to  any  of  their  in¬ 
terests.  But  I  may  say  that  this  very 
question  of  the  fiscal  difiiculty  applied  in 
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full  force  in  the  case  of  Canada.  Thei'e 
the  different  provinces  had  different  tariff 
and  were  allowed  to  keep  their  tariffs  until 
the  federal  government  was  able  to  briiift 
legislation  into  operation  ;  and  when  the 
federal  parliament  came  to  deal  with  the 
tariff  question,  it  dealt  with  all  the  dif. 
erent  existing  interests.  In  some  cases  it 
made  concessions  ;  it  was  a  matter  of  give- 
and-take  with  regard  to  certain  points,  and 
it  considered  the  wants  and  the  interests 
and  the  just  demands  of  every  province  in 
the  dominion.  Surely  our  parliament  will 
do  no  less  than  that.  We  may  contemplate, 
however  strongly  attached  any  of  us  may 
be  to  protectionist  principles,  with  the  most 
perfect  equanimity  the  action  of  the  federal 
parliament.  It  seems  to  me  that  what  we 
want  now  with  regard  to  the  fiscal  question 
is  not  so  much  pledges  from  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  not  so  much  consideration  of  general 
principles,  as  a  committee  of  some  six  or 
seven  practical  gentlemen— financial  and 
fiscal  authorities — chosen  from  this  body, 
who  would  look  into  the  details,  and  be 
able  to  give  facts  and  figures  for  cer¬ 
tain  conclusions,  at  which  afterwards  the 
Convention  would  be  asked  to  arrive. 
If  w’e  get  that  knowledge  I  think  our 
coui'se  with  regard  to  fiscal  reform  and 
fiscal  changes  contemplated  by  federation 
will  not  be  difficult.  While  I  have  ad¬ 
verted  to  what  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Bibbs,  ha.s  said,  and  the  difficulties  which 
he  seemed  to  me  to  put  in  our  path,  I  can¬ 
not  altogether  exclude  my  hon.  friend,  Sir 
James  Lee-Steere,  because  be  also  seemed 
to  me  somewhat  to  exaggerate  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  the  situation.  WJiether  it  is  that 
he  regarded  his  colony  as  being  entitled, 
as  the  youngest  child  of  all,  to  be  made 
somewhat  a  pet  of,  I  do  not  know ;  but 
certainly  he  seemed  to  me  to  lay  down 
some  hard  conditions  with  regard  to  his 
province  joining  our  confederation,  be¬ 
cause,  as  I  understood  him,  he  wanted  not 
simply  a  money  consideration  in  regard  to 
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customs  revenue,  but  also  a  railway  to  be 
made  across  tlie  continent  to  liis  pro¬ 
vince.  WJiile  I  would  say  tliat  these 
are  questions  of  importance — questions 
of  great  importance,  but  questions  to 
be  considered  in  detail — they  need  not 
frigliten  us  in  proceeding  on  our  patli  and 
firmly  treading  our  way  towards  that  con¬ 
federation  which  we  hope  to  see  brought 
about.  Therefore,  we  are  indebted  to  both 
tliose  hon.  gentlemen,  and  also  to  others 
who  put  all  the  difficulties  before  us, 
because,  really,  when  we  come  to  look 
at  them,  we  see  that  they  are  not  so  very 
great.  Now  I  w  ill  turn  to  what  seem  to 
me  to  bo  the  particular  issues  which  have 
been  raised  by  this  discussion  so  far.  The 
first — regarding  our  fiscal  policy  and  con¬ 
dition,  concerning  which  I  say  that  w^e 
want  more  light  and  inquiry  than  upon 
anything  else — I  have  already  glanced  at. 
The  next — and  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance  —  is  the  question,  as  it  has 
been  called,  of  state  rights.  Certainly  it 
is  a  serious  question,  because  it  lies  at  the 
root  of  any  proposal  to  federate  at  all,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  a  solution  of 
the  question  unless  upon  the  principle  of 
give  and  take.  Now  we  seem  to  have  been 
agreed — at  least  up  to  this  morning — that 
w'e  should  federate  upon  the  lines  of  the 
English  Constitution  as  regards  the  execu¬ 
tive  ;  and,  as  regards  the  legislature,  that 
w’e  should  have  a  senate,  in  wdiich  the 
states  will  be  represented,  and  a  house  of 
represen tativ'es,  in  which  the  population 
will  be  represented.  I  have  not  heard  as 
yet  any  serious  proposal  to  abolish  our  own 
form  of  government — the  ancient  system 
of  English  constitutional  government. 

Sir  Samukl  Griffith  :  No  ;  modern  ! 

IVFr.  WRTXON  :  It  depends  upon  w  hat 
you  call  ancient  and  modern.  It  is  older, 
at  any  rate,  than  are  any  of  the  communities 
we  here  represent — I  mean  the  system  of 
responsible  government. 

Sir  Samukl  Griffith  :  No  ! 


Mr.  WRTXON  :  I  differ  from  the  hon. 
member.  However,  our  time  is  too  valu¬ 
able  to  be  occupied  wdth  a  discussion  as  to 
wdiether  I  use  the  correct  term  or  not 
when  I  say  the  ancient  constitutional 
usages  of  our  forefathers.  Such  I  believe 
them  to  be.  However,  I  have  heard  no 
propo.sal — and  this  is  an  impoi-tant  point 
for  hon.  gentlemen  to  consider — to  aban¬ 
don  the  English  sy.stem  of  responsible  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  government  of  the  do¬ 
minion  w'e  are  about  to  constitute.  The 
hon.  member.  Dr.  Cockbum,  incidentally 
said  it  might  be  necessary  to  take  the 
American  system,  and  Sir  Samuel  Griffith 
said  that  the  constitutional  svstem  of  Eng- 
land  might  develop  into  something  else. 
That  is  very  true.  Mr.  Barton  distinctly 
repudiated,  as  I  undei*stood  wdien  I  read 
his  speech,  any  desire  to  depart  from 
the  English  principle  of  government.  I 
think  w’e  shall  all  concur  in  the  wisdom 
of  retaining  the  English  system  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  our  new  dominion.  I  do  not 
think  w^e  shall  be  prepared  to  add  to  the 
great  difficulties  of  our  present  situation  the 
f  urtherdifficulty  involved  inan  entire  altera¬ 
tion  of  the  system  of  government  in  our  do¬ 
minion,  constituting  in  that  dominion  the 
American  system  of  government,  while  in 
each  state  westill  retain  the  English  system. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  seriously  proposed  to 
do  that.  Certainly  if  it  w’ere  proposed  I 
should  say  that  it  was  an  exceedingly  un¬ 
wise  proposal.  Coming  to  the  question  of 
state  rights,!  ask  hon,  gentlemen  to  observe 
that  wdiat  is  proposed  to  us  is  that  we 
should  retain  the  system  of  English  con¬ 
stitutional  government,  but  that  we  should 
give  certain  powders  to  the  senate,  with  a 
view’’  to  the  thorough  representation  of  the 
states.  Now%  the  states,  w'e  are  told,  under 
this  proposed  plan — which  I  regret  to  see 
has  ali*eady  obtained  the  assent  of  many 
hon.  gentlemen — the  states,  as  represented 
in  the  senate,  are  to  liave  expressly  given 
to  them  the  power  of  controlling  finance. 
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That,  sir,  seems  to  me  an  exceedingly  serious 
proposition,  and  we  ought  to  pause  well  be¬ 
fore  we  go  further  with  it ;  for  what  does  it 
mean  ?  Finance  is  government,  and  govern¬ 
ment  is  finance,  and  under  the  English  sys¬ 
tem  of  government  one  or  other  house  must 
appoint  the  executive.  No  one  here  has 
proposed  to  take  the  executive  out  of  both 
houses,  as  in  America,  and  to  have  them 
appointed  by  the  people.  One  house  or 
the  other  under  our  proposed  system  must 
appoint  the  executive,  and  I  say  that  the 
house  that  really  controls  the  finances 
will  be  the  house  that  will  really  control 
the  government.  You  will  observe  that 
this  veto,  which  we  are  now  asked  to  give 
to  the  senate,  will  not  be  a  powerof  general 
veto,  such  as  the  upper  houses  in  these 
colonies  now  have,  and  which  they  exer¬ 
cise,  and  exercise  properly,  in  an  emer¬ 
gency.  This  is  a  power  to  be  expressly 
giv’en  to  the  senate,  to  be  exercised  in  the 
interests  of  the  states,  enabling  it  to  amend 
in  any  Tvay  it  pleases  any  of  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  lower  house.  That  means 
the  handing  over  to  that  body  of  the  real 
control  of  the  finances ;  and  the  handing 
over  of  the  real  control  of  the  finances 
means  the  handing  over  of  government.  I 
ask  hon.  gentlemen  in  all  seriousness  to 
consider  whether  it  is  likely  such  a  proposal 
could  be  seriously  entertained  1  Our  anxiety 
is  to  do  something.  Surely  we  do  not  wish 
merely  to  meet  together  here  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  putting  forward  hypotheses  which 
will  come  to  nothing.  We  want  to  do 
something,  and  I  ask  hon.  gentlemen  to 
consider  wliether  a  .scheme  of  government 
of  the  kind  suggested  will  be  lasting — 
that  is,  a  scheme  under  whicli  three  or 
four  states,  with  a  population  of  some¬ 
thing  over  1,000,000,  could  control  the 
action  of  other  states  with  a  population 
of  2,250,000.  F)o  hon.  members  think 
that  that  would  be  submitted  to  1  Is  it 
likely  to  last  1  The  larger  states,  as  well 
as  the  smaller  ones,  have  their  feelings  ; 
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and  while  it  may  be  quite  right  to  give 
tlie  smaller  states  a  certain  power  and 
weight,  this  proposal  would  give  them,  not 
only  weiglit,  but  the  power  of  absolute 
command,  control,  and  government  over 
the  whole  of  these  dependencies.  Now,  it 
is  of  no  avail  to  talk  to  us  of  the  United 
States,  because  you  are  not  proposing  to 
copy  their  form  of  government.  If  you 
were  proposing  to  take  the  executive  out 
of  the  two  houses,  you  might  divide  the 
power  between  them  as  you  chose;  but 
that  you  do  not  propose  to  do. 

Sir  John  Downer:  Why  ? 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  have  not  heard  it 
proposed  as  yet — in  fact,  in  the  speeches 
of  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  and  of  Mr.  Barton, 
and  other  members  who  supported  their 
view,  the  idea  was  repudiated. 

Mr.  Clark  :  No  ! 

]V[r.  WRIXON  :  Does  the  Attorney- 
General  of  Tasmania  mean  to  .say  that  it 
is  seriously  proposed  that  we  should  start 
a  dominion  government  upon  the  lines  of 
the  United  States  1 
Mr.  Clark  :  No  ! 

An  Hon.  Member  :  Switzerland  I 
Mr.  WRIXON :  Or  of  Switzerland 
either  ]  Is  that  seriously  proposed  1 
An  Hon.  Member  :  It  is  to  be  a  hybrid 
form  of  government — it  is  to  contain  a 
little  of  everything  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  Is  it  really  proposed 
to  add  to  the  difficulties  of  our  position  in 
dealing  with  federation  by  going  off  into 
an  entirely  new  experiment  as  to  the 
federal  government  and  instituting  a  form 
of  government  different  not  only  from  that 
of  England  but  from  that  of  each  of  the 
provinces  1 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  It  will  be  necessary  1 
Mr.  WRIXON :  I  do  not  think  so. 
That  remains  to  be  prov^ed.  If  you  adhere 
to  the  English  principle  of  government 
you  must  bear  this  in  mind,  that  what  is 
really  asked  for  by  the  smaller  states  is 
practically  the  control  of  the  dominion. 
That  is  what  it  comes  to. 
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Ml*.  Clark  :  Wliat  is  asked  fcr  is  co¬ 
ordinate  power ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  co  ordinate  power  in  this  matter.  It 
is  an  observation  at  least  as  old  a.s  Shak- 
spere  that  if  two  men  ride  a  horse  one 
must  ride  first.  If  you  have  the  English 
system  of  government  you  can  have  no 
co-ordinate  powers  as  between  the  two 
houses  :  it  cannot  be  done — it  is  an  im¬ 
possibility  under  the  Englisli  system.  We 
all  know  that  under  that  system  the  lower 
house  is  the  real  centre  of  government. 
Occasionally  the  upper  house  may  ditfer 
from  the  lower  house,  but  that  does  not 
matter — the  government  goes  on  as  before. 
I  would  ask  lion,  gentlemen  to  pause 
before  they  seriously  insist  upon  this  view, 
because  the  effect  of  it  would  be  this:  that 
while  it  is  put  merelyas  a6nancial  question 
— as  a  question  of  amending  a  money  bill — 
the  real  effect  of  it  is  to  give  the  determining 
j)Ower  of  government  into  the  hands  of,  it 
may  be,  a  small  minority  of  the  people.  And 
I  do  not  think  any  federation  founded  on 
those  lines  would  be  lasting,  I  think  we  are 
making  a  large  concession  to  the  smaller 
states  in  allowing  them  equal  representa¬ 
tion  in  the  senate.  I  think  also  that  there 
are  other  concessions  wdiich  might  be  made 
to  those  states.  But,  to  maintain  that 
they  should  have  the  financial  power 
claimed  for  them,  would  be  to  attempt  to 
lay  the  foundations  of  this  new  confederacy 
in  a  thoroughly  false  way.  But  do  I  ignore 
the  difiiculty  of  the  position?  Do  I  at¬ 
tempt  to  say  that  nothing  should  be  done 
for  the  smaller  states?  Do  I  look  at 
merely  one  side  of  the  question,  and  see 
only  the  ditficulties  on  that  one  side  ?  No, 
sir.  I  admit  that  there  is  weight  in  the 
contention  that  the  smaller  states  ought 
to  be  given  as  powerful  a  voice  as  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  carrying  on  of  the  ordinary 
principles  of  the  English  system  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  this  dominion.  I  quite  agree,  for 
one  thing,  that  with  regard  to  the  house  of 


representatives,  the  smaller  states  should 
have  a  larger  representation  than  that  to 
which  they  would  be  entitled  in  proportion 
to  their  population. 

Mr.  Clark  :  That  is  a  sop  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON :  It  is  a  very  effectual 
sop — a  .sop  that  was  given  and  taken  in 
Canada.  I  think,  for  instance,  that  it  is 
unreasonable  to  provide,  as  was  provided  in 
the  bill  of  my  hon.  friend  who  interru2)ts 
me,  for  two  representatives  of  W estern  Aus¬ 
tralia  in  a  house  of  150.  The  Attorney- 
General  of  Tasmania  talks  of  a  sop.  We 
should  need  to  offer  a  very  large  sop  if  we 
were  to  constitute  our  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  upon  such  lines.  I,  for  one,  would 
not  be  in  favour  of  it.  I  think  some 
minimum  should  be  fixed,  and  that  any 
state,  however  small,  should  have  a  certain 
number  of  representatives  in  the  lower 
house.  The  smaller  i)rovinces  acting  to¬ 
gether  through  their  representatives  would 
be  a  very  important  body,  and  would  consti¬ 
tute  a  formidable  minority.  Hon.  members 
will  remember  this  :  that  all  governments 
are,  as  the  government  in  the  dominion 
parliament  will  be,  anxious  to  conciliate 
all  sections  of  the  house  Governments 
live  by  so  doing,  and  the  notion  of  a 
government  wishing  to  override  the  views 
of  all  the  smaller  states  is  imaginary". 
It  is  the  fii*st  duty  and  interest  of  a 
government  to  conciliate  every  section  of 
the  house,  and  if  we  w’ere  to  give  a  fair 
rej:)  resell  tat  ion  to  the  smaller  states,  I  think 
they  would  form  an  important  body,  liable 
at  any  time  to  be  consolidated.  Also,  I 
think  it  is  well  worth  consideration  whether 
some  jirovision  might  not  be  made  that 
not  more  than  a  certain  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  from  the  large  states  should  be  min¬ 
isters.  I  think  something  might  be  done 
in  that  direction,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  go¬ 
vernment  being  composed  jiartly  of  mem¬ 
bers  from  the  smaller  states,  and  partly  of 
members  from  the  larger  ones.  I  think  it 
is  not  impossible  to  introduce  some  such 
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provision.  I  tliink  we  might  also  indicate 
a  certain  class  of  measures  which  should 
be  included  in  separate  bills.  It  is  pos¬ 
sible  that  the  ingenuity  of  a  carefully  coiU' 
posed  committee,  looking  at  this  question 
dispassionately  and  fairly,  might  be  able 
to  point  out  certain  classes  of  work.*?, 
federal  and  other,  which  might  be  dealt 
with  in  separate  bills,  and,  in  respect  of 
these,  we  might  give  the  senate  the  full 
power  of  veto.  I  ask  the  Convention  to 
look  at  the  question  in  the  light  of  remedies 
such  as  those  I  have  mentioned,  and  of 
others  which  hon.  gentlemen  may  be  able 
to  devise  better  than  those  I  myself  sug¬ 
gest.  ^Ve  should  rather  look  to  measures 
sucii  as  these  for  a  remedy  for  difficulties 
than  to  a  violent  change  in  the  whole 
nature  of  our  government,  with  the  result 
that  we  might  set  up  in  the  proposed 
federation  a  government  by  the  few  in¬ 
stead  of  by  the  many.  I  make  this  sug¬ 
gestion  to  the  Convention  with  great  sin¬ 
cerity,  because  I  cannot  but  feel  that  if 
we  simply  adhere  to  an  advocacy  of  each 
side,  and  allow  ourselves  to  be  divided 
into  big  states  men  and  little  states  men, 
e\  incing  no  desire  to  come  to  a  compro¬ 
mise  or  arrangement,  we  shall,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  seriously  endanger  the  proposed 
federation.  It  is  just  in  such  a  case  as  this 
that  tlie  whole  of  the  provinces  of  Australia 
look  to  us  to  arrive  at  some  .solution  of  the 
undoubted  difficulty  that  pre.sents  itself. 

I  will  not  dwell  further  on  that  subject. 

I  wish  to  say  one  word  about  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  tlie  judicial  body  of  the  federa¬ 
tion.  It  w'oiild  be  one  of  the  greatest  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  federation  to  have  one 
judiciary,  and  I  trust  that  the  result  of  the 
arrangements  we  shall  make  will  be  to 
make  the  supreme  court  judges,  and  also 
the  county  court  judges  all  through  the 
dominion,  the  judges  of  the  dominion  go¬ 
vernment,  under  its  authority  and  ap¬ 
pointed  ]^y  it.  I  think  the  proposal  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  court  of  appeal  for  Australia  is 
Wiixon. 


an  excellent  one.  INlany  minor  but  great 
results  will  follow  in  tlie  wake  of  these 
proposals.  I  am  not  disposed,  at  least 
until  I  have  lioaixl  further  argument  from 
liim,  to  agree  with  the  disinclination  of 
the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Clark,  to  pass  a  uni- 
form  criminal  law.  I  should  have  thought 
at  the  first  blush  that  it  would  be  advan¬ 
tageous  to  have  the  principles  of  tliecrimi- 
nal  law  uniform  throughout  our  new  do¬ 
minion  ;  as  certiiinly  a  large  portion  of 
our  law  must  be  and  will  be.  Look  at 
the  advantage  it  \vould  be  to  the  mercan¬ 
tile  community  to  have  a  uniform  patent 
law ;  and  I  trust  we  sliall  have  a  uniform 
bankruptcy  law,  and  have  the  process  of 
the  courts  running  throughout  our  great 
dominion.  I  know  that  so  far  I  take  the 
whole  Convention  with  me— my  learned 
as  well  as  my  unlearned  friends—T  mean 
unlearned  in  law  only — but  I  now  come  to 
a  point  on  which  I  have  observed  that 
.several  of  my  learned  friends  have  ex¬ 
pressed  02>inions  which  I  sincerely  trust 
will  be  deeply  considered  before  they  are 
adopted  :  that  is,  in  favour  of  taking  away 
the  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council.  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  you  do  that,  you  make  a 
great  sacrifice  for  a  very  small  gain. 
At  present  it  is  one  of  the  noblest  charac¬ 
teristics  of  our  empire  that  over  the  whole 
of  its  vast  area,  every  subject,  whether  he 
be  black  or  white,  has  a  right  of  appeal  to 
his  Sovereign  for  justice.  That  is  a  great 
right,  and  a  grand  link  for  the  whole  of 
the  British  empire.  But  it  is  more  than 
that.  It  is  not,  as  it  might  be  con.sidered, 
a  mere  question  of  sentiment,  although  I 
may  say  that  sentiment  goes  far  to  make  up 
the  life  of  nations.  It  is  not  merely  that ; 
but  tlie  unity  of  final  decision  preserves  a 
unity  of  law  over  the  wdiole  empire.  The 
Priv’y  Council  at  any  rate,  when  it  decides, 
decides  finally,  and  for  the  wliole  of  the 
empire.  If  you  provide  that  your  court 
of  appeal  in  Australia  sliall  be  final,  thisevil 
may  arise  :  The  Supreme  Court  of  Aiistra- 
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Ha  will  decide,  say,  a  commercial  question 
on  the  construction  of  a  charter  party  in  one 
way  this  year  ;  while  next  year  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  com¬ 
posed,  I  will  say  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
of  a  very  strong  court,  will  decide  the  very 
same  question  in  another  w^ay.  We  should 
then  be  in  this  curious  position  :  that  we 
should  have  a  different  law  from  that  of 
the  rest  of  the  empire  on  a  great  mercan¬ 
tile  question.  Tliere  would  then  be  a  feel¬ 
ing  in  our  local  courts  as  to  whether  they 
should  follow  the  decision  of  the  court  of 
appeal  in  Australia,  or  the  decision  which 
they  might  consider  to  be  the  better  law 
of  the  judicial  committee  in  England.  I 
believe  there  is  a  vast  gain  in  unity  of  ad¬ 
ministration  and  interpretation  of  the  law, 
and  in  having  in  all  these  distant  and  scat¬ 
tered  dependencies,  not  only  the  decisions 
of  the  English  judges  to  go  upon,  but 
also  the  legal  literature  of  England,  the 
books  and  comments  upon  them,  to  guide 
us  as  to  the  law  on  different  subjects. 
All  lawyers  know  how  valuable  that  is. 
All  that,  however,  would  be  lost  when  you 
cut  away  the  connection  in  judicial  matters 
between  the  dominion  and  the  old  country. 
I  may  mention  another  difficulty  which 
seems  to  me  to  stand  in  the  way  of  this 
proposal.  I  think  it  would  be  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  constitute  a  court  of  appeal  in  Aus¬ 
tralia  sufficiently  strong  to  command  un¬ 
questioned  confidence  in  the  provinces,  the 
decisions  of  wdiose  courts  it  would  overrule. 
I  will  take  the  example  of  my  own  colony 
of  Victoria.  There  important  matters  are 
heard  before  six  judges,  and  I  believe  I 
may  say  truly,  that  those  judges  are  six  of 
the  ablest  lawyers  in  Victoria.  I  doubt 
whether  it  would  be  possible  to  constitute 
in  the  dominion  a  supreme  court  that 
would  so  completely  overshadow  that  court, 
and  all  other  provincial  courts,  as  to  give 
])erfect  satisfaction  when  it  reversed  their 
decisions.  'Whereas,  when  we  go  home  to 
the  old  land — partly  on  account  of  the  able 


men  who  generally,  I  do  not  say  on  every 
occasion,  preside  at  the  Privy  Council,  and 
partly,  perhaps,  it  may  be,  on  account  of  the 
feeling  of  veneration  for  the  old  land,  and 
partly,  also,  on  account  of  the  fact  that 
the  decision  of  the  Privy  Council  is  final 
and  general  throughout  the  whole  empire — 
the  decisions  of  that  court  are  always  ac¬ 
cepted  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  different 
colonies,  the  decisions  of  whose  courts  are 
dealt  with  by  it.  You  will  throw  away  all 
that  if  you  take  away  the  appeal  to  the 
Queen  from  the  people  of  Australasia.  I 
do  not  think  the  evil  you  seek  to  cope  with 
is  very  great,  and  I  do  not  think  the  ap¬ 
peals  would  be  very  many.  Every  lawyer 
knows  that  when  appeals  are  made,  the 
courts  impose  conditions  as  to  costs,  and 
in  other  ways,  w’hich,  as  far  as  possible, 
prevent  the  appeals  from  being  too  numer¬ 
ous. 

Sir  John  Dowxer  :  The  conditions  im¬ 
posed  are  insufficient  ! 

Mr.  WPIXON  :  I  hope  to  see  the  lion, 
member.  Sir  J ohn  Downer,  a  member  of 
that  appeal  court,  and  I  trust  he  will  im¬ 
pose  sufficient  conditions  before  he  allows 
an  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council.  I  have 
no  doubt  he  will  do  so.  I  will  not  delay 
the  Convention  any  longer  on  this  point ; 
but  I  have  noticed  that  so  many  gentle¬ 
men,  particularly  my  legal  brethren,  have 
declared  so  positively  in  favour  of  a  final 
court  of  appeal  in  Australia,  that  I  wish 
to  ask  hon.  members  to  think  about  it  be¬ 
fore  we  arrive  at  a  final  detennination.  I 
will  not  detain  hon.  members  any  further, 
because  I  feel  we  are  bound  to  be  brief  if 
we  want  to  get  to  business.  I  repeat  that 
I  do  not  think  the  difficulties  are  so  great 
Avhen  you  look  at  them.  There  are  always 
difficulties  when  you  wish  to  take  action. 
^Yhat  we  want  to  do  is  to  grapple  with 
one  or  two  points,  and  I  think  they  can 
be  readily  grappled  with.  The  fiscal  diffi¬ 
culty  I  believe  to  be  imaginary.  It  only 
needs  to  betaken  in  hand  by  an  intelligent 

Fifth  day. 


Resolutiotis* 


218  Federal  Constitution  :  [10  SIaucii,  1891.1 


committee,  who  can  see  practically  how  it 
stands  and  what  we  should  do.  The  state 
rights  difliculty  is  equally  imaginary,  if  we 
only  fix  in  our  minds  what  we  want  and 
what  we  intend  to  do. 

Sir  J OHN  Downer  :  It  is  not  imaginary 
in  the  way  the  hon.  member  has  put  it ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  It  is  imaginary  if  we 
only  fix  in  our  minds  what  we  desire  to 
do. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  Tlie  lion,  member  has 
said  that  government  is  finance,  and  that 
finance  is  government  1 

Mr.  WRIXOX  :  The  hon.  member  who 
favoured  me  with  his  attention  at  that 
part  of  my  address  did  not  favour  me  with 
liis  attention  when  I  pointed  out  ways  in 
which  the  rights  of  the  smaller  states 
could  be  better  secured  ;  tiud  he  ought  to 
consider  those  ways  before  he  decides  ab¬ 
solutely  in  accordance  with  his  interjec¬ 
tion.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
state  rights,  we  must  consider  what  is  pro¬ 
posed.  No  one  projicses  that  the  smaller 
states  should  be  swamped  or  voiceless. 
No  one  wishes  that,  or  would  agree  to 
that.  But  on  the  other  hand,  does  any¬ 
one  propose  that  these  smaller  states 
should  govern  1  No  one  will  propose  that, 
and  if  w'e  approach  the  subject  reasonably, 
Ave  ought  to  have  no  difiiculty  in  arriving 
at  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  Tiie  great 
characteristic  of  Englishmen  has  always 
been,  not  that  they  do  not  get  into  diflScul- 
ties,  but  the  wonderful  way  in  which  they 
get  out  of  them  ;  how  they  figlit  through 
them ;  how  they  face  them  ;  how  they  work 
through  to  a  solution  of  them.  I  v’enture 
to  think  that  we  who  are  Englishmen,  or 
the  descendants  of  Englishmen,  will  not  be 
frightened  by  the  difiicult  points  which 
have  been  raised  liere,  but  that  we  shall 
grapple  with  them  and  overcome  them  ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  we  shall  succeed 
in  the  enterprise  which  we  have  in  hand. 

Mr.  J.  FORREST  :  It  was  not  my  in¬ 
tention  to  speak  to-day ;  but  as  there  seems 
[I/r.  Wrixon. 


to  be  a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  mem¬ 
bers  to  continue  the  debate,  and  as  it  is 
still  early,  I  have  no  objection  to  ofier  to 
the  Convention  at  this  stage  the  remarks 
which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make,  and,  as 
I  have  not  very  much  to  say,  I  shall  not 
detiiin  hon.  gentlemen  very  long.  I  aai 
very  })leased  indeed  to  be  here  ;  and  the 
colony  I  represent  is  both  pleased  and 
proud  to  have  an  opportunity  of  sending 
delegates  to  this  great  Convention.  It  is 
the  fii'st  time,  as  you  are  all  aware,  that 
we  in  Western  Australia  have  been  able 
to  meet  the  representatives  of  other  colo¬ 
nies  on  quite  equal  terms;  and  it  is  a  great 
pleasure  to  us  and  a  great  privilege  that 
the  first  occasion  on  which  we  meet  on 
equal  terms  the  statesmen  of  Australia 
should  be  with  the  object  of  founding  an 
Australian  dominion.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  feeling  in  Australia  is  that  it 
should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  a  number 
of  small  statea  I  liOj>e  that  the  result  of 
our  deliberations  in  the  Convention  will 
be  all  that  the  people  of  Australia  desire; 
and  I  also  hope  that  you,  sir,  wlio  have 
conceived  this  great  idea,  may  be  rewarded 
for  your  great  patriotism  and  your  loyalty 
not  only  to  the  old  country,  from  which 
you  sprang,  but  also  to  Australia ;  and  I 
hope  that  the  result  of  your  exertions  will 
be  that,  at  no  distant  date,  there  will  bo 
established  in  Australia  a  federal  dominion. 
These  are  my  individual  opinions.  I  have 
looked  forward  for  many  years  to  the  day 
■when  this  continent  would  become  one 
great  dominion  under  the  Crown.  I  have 
read  with  very  great  interest  the  able 
speeches  which  were  delivered  by  the 
members  of  the  Convention  before  our 
arrival,  and  I  have  w’atched  with  much 
interest  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention 
since.  The  speeches,  so  far  as  I  am  ablo 
to  judge,  are  remarkable  for  their  dignity 
and  for  their  earnestness,  as  well  as  for 
their  broad  and  patriotic  views.  I  notice 
also  that  the  speeches  generally  were  not 
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in  any  way  local  in  the  directions  they  took. 
I  felt  myself  in  some  difficulty,  because 
I  should  have  liked  to  follow  in  the  course 
taken  by  those  who  preceded  me.  I  will, 
to  the  utmost  of  my  powder,  and  as  far 
as  I  am  permitted,  follow  in  that  course. 
But  I  have  a  duty,  and  that  duty  compels 
me  to  examine  the  matter  closely,  as  it 
affects  the  states  having  small  populations 
and  large  areas,  and  foremost  amongst 
these  is  the  colony  I  represent — Western 
Au-stralia.  I  regret  that  I  shall  have  to 
descend  in  some  remarks  I  shall  have  to 
make  from  the  pinnacle  to  which  other 
lion,  members  attained,  and  come  down, 
I  fear,  to  what  may  be  called,  by  some, 
rather  narrow  views.  The  colony  I  repre¬ 
sent  is  in  a  very  exceptional  position.  My 
hon.  friend,  Sir  James  Lee-Steere,  has 
placed  this  before  the  Convention  to  some 
extent.  It  has  a  large  area,  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  continent  of  Australia.  It  has, 
as  you  are  all  aware,  a  small  population. 
It  is  just  entering  upon  the  management 
of  its  own  affairs.  It  is  like  a  young  man 
just  starting  upon  his  career.  Its  people 
have  not  considered  this  great  question  of 
federation.  We  have  no  communication 
whatever  with  the  other  colonies  except 
by  sea.  A  thousand  miles  of  unoccupied 
country  separates  us  from  this  part  of 
Australia.  All  these  colonies  now  are  in¬ 
dependent.  They  have  their  own  govern¬ 
ments,  they  are  as  independent  and  as  free 
as  any  of  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  we 
shall  have  to  ask  them,  in  fmming  a  con¬ 
stitution,  to  give  up  some  of  their  indepen¬ 
dence  in  order  to  become  a  nation.  Indivi¬ 
dually  they  wdll  lose  in  prestige,  and  instead 
of  being  independent  states,  they  will  be¬ 
come  to  a  certain  extent  merely  provinces 
in  order  that  collectively  they  may  flourish, 
and  in  time  become  a  nation.  I  believe  that 
the  question  of  prestige  is  one  which  will 
have  an  important  eflect  in  dealing  with 
this  question  when  it  comes  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  people  of  the  different  colo¬ 


nies,  because,  to  some  extent  now,  all  these 
colonies  are  ])rominently  before  the  w^orld. 
They  have  their  inde])endent  governors, 
their  independent  legislators,  and  their  in 
dependent  governments,  and  they  are  to  a 
certain  extent  known  to  the  world ;  but 
under  a  federated  government  we  shall  have 
to  be  content  to  sink  our  individual  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  become  part  of  the  whole  nation. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  we  shall  lose  in  pres¬ 
tige  individually,  and  we  shall  probably 
suffer  socially.  I  believe  that  that,  to  a  very 
large  extent,  has  been  the  result  of  federa¬ 
tion  in  Canada,  As  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  judge,  and  I  have  travelled  through  the 
country,  the  provinces  of  Canada  are  to  a 
great  extent  unknown  outside  of  the  domi¬ 
nion.  Even  the  statesmen  and  governors 
of  the  several  provinces  are  scarcely  known 
beyond  the  limits  of  their  own  country.  But 
that  is  not  the  case  in  these  colonies  at  the 
present  time.  We  all  know  who  is  the 
Governor  of  Victoria  or  the  Governor  of 
Kew  South  Wales,  and  who  are  the  pro¬ 
minent  statesmen  here.  Few  people,  how¬ 
ever,  \vill  tell  you  anything  about  the  pro¬ 
minent  men  in  the  states  of  America,  or 
about  the  prominent  men  in  the  provinces 
of  Canada.  Although,  as  I  said  before^ 
this  is  a  matter  of  sentiment,  it  will  have  to 
be  considered  ;  and,  since  we  are  to  a  great 
extent  ruled  by  sentiment,  it  will  be  largely 
discussed,  and  will  require  great  attention, 
when  the  que.stion  comes  to  be  thrashed 
out  in  the  parliaments  of  the  different 
colonies.  At  the  same  time,  I  feel  sure 
that  every  Australian,  whether  he  be  an 
Australian  by  birth  or  by  adoption,  must 
look  forward  to  the  time  when  he  will  be  a 
citizen  of  Australia,  when  his  boast  will 
be,  not  that  he  is  a  Victorian,  a  New 
South  Welshman,  a  Queenslander,  a  South 
Australian,  or  a  Tasmanian,  but  that  he 
is  an  Australian,  and  I  believe  that  this 
is  gradually  becoming  the  position.  It  is 
not  usual,  wdien  you  meet  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  and  ask  them  where 
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they  came  from,  for  them  to  say  that  they 
are  Tasmanians  or  Victorians,  but  they 
call  themselves  Australians.  I  believe  that 
this  sentiment  is  taking  deep  root  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  this  continent,  and 
that  the  desire  of  young  Australians  un¬ 
doubtedly  is  that  Australia  shall  become 
a  nation,  and  that  wo  shall  be  no  longer 
separated  from  one  another  by  artificial 
lines.  After  all,  these  boundaries,  as  I 
believe  was  said  by  some  one  the  other 
day,  are  merely  artificial  lines  on  the 
map.  In  some  of  the  colonies  where 
settlement  has  extended,  they  have  at¬ 
tained  some  practical  permanence,  and  are 
actually  known  on  the  ground,  but  as- a 
rule  how  were  they  fixed  1  Merely  in  a 
haphazard  fashion  on  the  map.  The  boun¬ 
dary  between  Western  Australia  and  the 
more  easterly  colonies  is  the  129th  meri¬ 
dian  of  longitude  ;  but  that  boundary  was 
fixed  upon  merely  at  haphazard,  without 
any  reference  to  the  interests  which  might 
be  involved.  Again,  the  boundary  between 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales  is  the 
river  Murray — a  most  unsuitable  divi¬ 
sion.  No  line  of  division  is  so  unsuitable 
as  a  river.  The  people  living  on  each  side 
of  it  marry,  and  become  virtually  the  same 
people  ;  but  they  are  divided  by  artificial 
boundaries,  such  as  customs  tariffs,  and 
everything  is  done  to  estrange  them  from, 
rather  than  to  make  them  more  friendly 
to,  each  other.  In  dealing  w’ith  this  ques¬ 
tion,  I  feel  certain  that  although  senti¬ 
ment,  as  I  have  just  said,  may  play  some 
important  part,  the  good  sense  of  the 
people  of  Australia  will  show  itself; 
but  we  shall  hav*e  to  be  able  to  show 
the  people  of  the  colonies  that  there  is 
something  to  be  gained  by  their  becom- 
ing  federated.  At  any  rate,  if  we  can¬ 
not  show  them  that  there  is  something  to 
be  gained,  we  shall  have  to  prove  to  them 
tJiat  they  will  not  lose  anything  by  feder¬ 
ation,  and  tliat  in  sinking  to  the  condition 
of  provinces  or  states— I  do  not  think 
[d/?’.  Forrest, 


there  is  a  great  deal  in  tlie  name,  both 
words  mean  about  the  same  thing  ;  but,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so,  I  myself  pre¬ 
fer  the  name  state — they  will  be  far 
gi'eater  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Aus- 
tralian  dominion  than  as  independent  com¬ 
munities.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  will  be  the 
duty  of  those  who  have  to  impress  upon 
the  people  of  the  different  colonies  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  federation.  They  will  have  to 
show'  that  there  is  something  to  be  gained, 
or,  at  any  rate,  that  there  w  ill  be  nothing 
lost  by  the  act.  I  feel  sure  that  upon  our 
return  to  our  respective  colonies  we  shall 
be  confronted  with  questions,  not  only  by 
the  supporters  of  the  government  in  the 
house,  but  also  by  the  opposition,  who,  on 
all  subjects,  even  upon  those  which  commend 
themselves  generally,  take  an  opposite  side 
to  that  taken  by  the  government; — we  shall 
be  asked,  ‘‘  What  advantage  are  we  to  get 
by  giving  up  our  individuality  and  inde¬ 
pendence  and  what  will  be  our  reply  ]  I 
hav'e  not  heard  this  matter  argued  in  this 
august  assembly  yet.  It  seems  to  be  taken 
for  granted  by  every  one,  in  our  desire  to 
become  a  great  nation,  and  to  bind  all 
parts  of  Australia  together,  that  federa¬ 
tion  is  essential,  and  that  the  people  will, 
of  course,  consider  that  federation  is  a  de¬ 
sirable  thing. 

Colonel  Smith  :  But  the  lion,  member’s 
colony  wdll  have  to  give  up  its  independ¬ 
ence  ! 

]Mr.  J.  FORREST :  We  shall  have  to 
give  up  something.  It  is  impossible  to 
have  a  federal  government  unless  that  go¬ 
vernment  is  strong,  and  if  any  one  holds 
the  idea  that  we  are  to  continue  to  enjoy 
all  the  privileges  which  w'e  now  have,  I 
should  like  to  ask  wdiat  pow'er  is  the  federal 
gov'ernment  to  have?  We  shall  be  asked, 
‘‘  What  advantage  are  w'e  to  get  by  giving 
up  our  individuality  ?”  and  wo  shall  say, 
‘‘  Our  desire  is  to  become  a  nation.  You 
W'ill  be  defended  in  tlie  time  of  w^ar  by 
the  whole  of  Australia ;  w'c  will  make 
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you  good  laws,  that  shall  apply  and  have 
effect  throughout  the  wliole  of  Australia, 
and  we  will  give  you  free-trade  all  over 
the  continent.”  It  occurs  to  me  that  those 
are  the  principal  advantages  which  we  shall 
be  able  to  promise  to  those  who  a.sk  us 
what  they  will  gain  by  federation.  Their 
reply  will  be  something  of  this  kind  : 
“You  say  we  will  be  a  nation;  but  we 
are  part  and  parcel  of  a  great  and  mighty 
nation  already,  and,  as  far  as  the  matter 
of  defence,  we  are  defended  by  the  power 
of  Great  Britain — the  land  of  our  fore¬ 
fathers  ;  she  alone  is  able  to  protect  us  from 
the  forces  we  have  to  fear,  from  those  forces 
which  will  come  across  the  sea.”  Western 
Australia  will  ask,  “  How  could  Eastern 
J^.ustralia  defend  us  ;  how  can  she  bring 
her  armies,  if  she  has  them,  to  defend  us 
from  invasion.  Why,  there  are  1,000 
miles  of  unoccupied  territory  between  our 
occupied  lands  and  theirs.”  As  to  the 
good  laws  which  are  to  prevail  throughout 
Australia,  I  expect  the  reply  will  be  the 
one  which  these  colonies  once  returned  to 
the  British  Government  :  ‘‘We  do  not 
want  your  good  laws  ;  we  will  have  our 
own.”  Again,  as  to  the  question  of  free- 
trade  r  it  Avill  be  argued  that  that  policy 
is  even  undesirable,  and  if  it  is  desirable 
they  will  say,  “  We  slioukl  like  to  settle  it 
in  our  own  way.”  It  will  be  argued,  too, 
that  it  is  quite  possible  to  have  free  trade 
without  federation.  These  are  some  of 
the  arguments  which  will  be  used,  I  fear, 
by  some  of  the  smaller  states,  and  I  think 
they  will  require  to  be  adequately  replied 
to.  I  venture  to  think  we  shall  have  to 
show  that  the  scheme  is  practically  not 
disadvantageous  to  tlie  different  state-s,  or 
I  feel  sure  it  will  bo  almost  impoR.sible  to 
obtain  their  acquiescence.  I  agree  generally 
with  the  able  remarks  of  the  lion,  member. 
Sir  Samuel  Grittith,  in  reference  to  the  com¬ 
position  of  the  upper  house.  T  believe 
that  the  only  security  the  lower  states 
would  have  would  be  that  the  senate 


should  be  strong  and  powerful.  The  cclo 
nies  with  small  populations  and  large 
areas  must  not  be  annihilated  altogether. 
Their  only  protection  is  a  powerful  upper 
house.  I  should  like  to  .ask  hon.  members 
what  influence,  for  instance,  'svould  these 
small  states  have  in  a  lower  house  of  this 
federal  parliament  if  they  are  to  have  two 
or  three  members  representing  them  ]  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  the  lower  house  were 
fixed  upon  a  basis  of  population,  say,  of 
30,000  people  for  each  representative — I 
do  not  suppose  you  w*ould  be  able  to  have 
a  lesser  number  than  that,  or  the  house 
w’ould  soon  be  too  large — New  South  W.ales 
and  Victoria  would  each  have  sometbingr 
like  40  membei*s,  whereas  Tasmania  would 
have  5,  Queensland,  14  ;  South  Australia, 
10  ;  whilst  Western  Australia  would  have 
only  2.  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria, 
which  are  two  colonies  situated  close  to¬ 
gether,  whose  interests  are  almost  identical, 
having,  to  a  large  extent,  the  same  climate, 
the  same  productions,  would  each  have 
more  than  the  whole  of  the  other  colonies 
put  together.  The  whole  of  the  other  colo¬ 
nies  together  would  have  about  thirty  re¬ 
presentatives,  whereas  each  of  these  colonies 
would  have  about  forty.  I  should  like  to 
ask,  what  security  would  all  the  other 
smaller  states  have  if  these  two  colonies 
were  in  any  way  combined,  and  it  is  only 
natural  to  expect  them  to  combine!  I 
agree  with  what  fell  from  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Barton,  that  resolution  No.  1  should  be 
very  clearly  specified,  and  that 
the  actual  territory  of  an3'  existing  province  shall 
not  be  subject  to  any  kind  of  diinimition  or  ab¬ 
sorption  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  new  pro¬ 
vinces,  except  with  the  consent  of  the  legislature 
of  the  province  affected. 

It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  an  important 
provision,  and  I  think  it  was  clearly  ii^- 
tended  by  you,  Mr.  President,  when  you 
drafted  the  resolution  that  the  territory  of 
any  state  should  not  be  interfered  wdth, 
except  with  the  consent  of  the  parliament, 
of  th.at  state.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
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have  the  words  employed  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Barton,  added  to  the  resolution 
so  as  to  make  it  perfectly  clear.  I  believe 
tlie  only  security  to  those  states,  with 
small  populations,  is  that  the  senate  or 
upper  house  should  have  equal  power  with 
the  lower  house  in  regard  to  amending 
bills.  I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  great 
objection  to  this,  because,  as  far  as  I  know, 
it  is  the  custom  which  exists  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  I  havebeen  informed , 
and  believe  it  is  true,  that  it  even  exists  in 
Tasmania,  and  that  the  Tasmanian  upper 
house  amends  all  bills,  monetary  or  other¬ 
wise.  I  do  not  exactly  know  what  the  law  of 
South  Australia  is,  but  the  same  privilege 
was  contended  for  there  for  a  long  time  ; 
and  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  the  other 
house  should  not  amend  money  bills,  be¬ 
cause  they  would  be  as  clearly  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  people  as  would  the  house 
of  representatives.  I  favour  the  election 
of  the  upper  house  of  this  federal  govern¬ 
ment  by  the  legislature  in  the  same  way  as 
in  the  United  States.  I  believe  that  it  is 
the  best  possible  way  of  getting  an  upper 
house,  because  the  consequence  of  having 
an  upper  house  elected  by  the  masses  of  the 
people  is  that  you  get  two  houses  too  much 
alike,  and  the  object  of  an  upper  house  is 
thus,  to  some  extent,  frustrated.  I  cannot 
myself  see  what  objection  there  can  be  to  the 
legislature  electing  the  upper  house.  I  be¬ 
lieve  you  would  get  the  most  wise  and  most 
experienced  house  in  that  way.  An  upper 
house  would  be  exactly  the  sort  of  house 
as  that  we  now  see  before  us,  because  we 
have  all  been  nominated  and  elected  by 
our  respective  legislatures.  It  seems  to 
me,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so,  that 
such  a  house  would  not  be  inferior  to  any 
house  to  be  elected  directly  by  tlie  people. 
I  do  not  see  myself,  with  the  little  con- 
sidemtion  I  have  been  able  to  give  to  the 
subject,  how  the  power  to  make  and  un¬ 
make  ministries  can  be  taken  away  from 
the  lower  house.  A  federal  low^r  house 
[J/>.  J,  Forrest. 


would  be  a  diderent  body  from  the  provin¬ 
cial  bodies  now  existing.  It  would  beelectcd 
by  countries  separated  from  one  another. 
We  should  not  have  a  lower  house  repre¬ 
senting  a  particular  area  of  country,  in  the 
same  way  as  w'e  have  in  Victoria  or  New 
South  Wales,  or  any  of  the  other  colonies  ; 
but  we  should  have  in  our  lower  house  a 
representative  body  elected  by  different 
peoples,  separated,  probably,  by  wide  dis¬ 
tances  from  each  other,  and  I  think  there¬ 
fore  that  you  would  have  a  different  kind 
of  house  from  the  lower  house  in  any  par¬ 
ticular  state.  You  would  Jiot  find  them 
so  influenced  by  local  events,  and  you 
would  find  them,  I  think,  more  likely  to 
take  a  calm  judicial  view  of  the  situation 
than  would  any  house  representing  the 
people-in  any  particular  state  or  province. 
I  do  not  believe  in  too  radical  experiments 
or  novelties  in  legislation,  and  I  my.self 
should  very  much  prefer  to  see  the  future 
legislature  of  the  dominion  of  Australia 
based  on  the  principles  of  the  legislature 
of  the  old  country — in  fact,  similar  in  all 
respects  to  the  legislatures  of  these  colo¬ 
nies.  It  is  a  form  of  government  under 
which  we  have  been  accustomed  to  live — 
under  which  >ve  have  flourished — and 
which  we,  to  some  extent,  understand. 
It  is  a  form  of  government  w^e  are  familiar 
with  and  like,  and  I  myself  have  no  de¬ 
sire  to  go  in  for  any  novelties  or  new¬ 
fangled  notions  in  government,  even  if 
they  have  been  proved  to  exist  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  I  would  rather  stick 
to  the  old  ship — follow  the  traditions  of 
the  British  House  of  Commons,  and  try  to 
found  in  this  part  of  the  world  something 
like  that  which  exists  in  the  old  country.  I 
am  therefore  very  much  inclined  to  favour 
generally  the  resolutions  which  you,  sir, 
have  placed  before  the  Convention,  except 
that  the  senate  should  have  power  to 
amend  all  bills,  money  bills  included,  and 
that  the  colonies  with  small  populations 
should  have  a  fixed  number  of  representa- 
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lives  until  their  population  entitled  them 
to  exceed  such  fixed  number.  That  Las 
been  very  forcibly  placed  before  Lon. 
members  by  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Brown, 
of  Tasmania,  and  by  my  hon.  friend,  Mr. 
Wrixon,  and  I  think  tliat  it  would  be  a 
good  way  out  of  the  difficulty.  I  tliiiik 
also  that  it  Ls  desirable  that  the  constitu¬ 
tion  act  should  make  provision  for  new 
states  to  be  admitted  into  tlie  federation, 
so  that  any  state  which  is  not  willing  or 
able  to  enter  into  the  federation  at  the 
present  time  might  at  some  future  time 
be  enabled  to  do  so.  There  is,  I  believe,  a 
clause  in  the  Canadian  Constitution  en¬ 
abling  colonies  to  enter  the  federation,  and 
I  think  that  it  would  be  a  wise  provision 
for  us.  While  I  am  generally  in  accord 
with  the  resolutions  which  you,  sir,  have 
placed  before  u.s,  with  the  one  or  two  ex¬ 
ceptions  that  I  have  named,  I  believe 
there  will  be  extreme  difficulty,  and  that 
it  is  extremely  unlikely  that  the  colony 
'svhich  I  represent  wdll  agree  to  join 
the  proposed  confederation  unless  w’^e  can 
show  the  people  there  some  means  of 
rapid  communication  between  these  colo¬ 
nies  and  ourselves.  I  do  not  myself 
think  that  tliat  is  an  insuperable  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  but  it  seems  to  me  a  difficulty  that 
wdll  require  to  be  removed  before  \ve 
shall  be  able  to  satisfy  our  people  that  it 
will  be  to  their  advantage  to  enter  into 
the  federation.  I  have  now  exhausted 
all  that  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject.  I 
thank  hon,  members  for  the  attention  tliat 
they  have  given  me.  I  fear  that  I  have 
not  added  very  much  to  this  very  interest¬ 
ing  debate  ;  but  I  can  say,  sir,  that  it  is  the 
desire  of  all  Western  Australians  to  join  in 
this  great  federation  ;  and,  as  far  as  I  am 
able,  I  will  endeavour  to  urge  on  the  mat¬ 
ter.  At  the  same  time,  I  see  practical 
difficulties  in  the  way.  People  sometimes 
look  at  things  in  a  narrow  point  of  view  ; 
and,  unless  we  can  show  them  that  it  is  to 
their  matenal  advantage  to  join  with  the 


other  colonies — in  fact,  tliat  if  they  wdll  not 
gain  anything,  they  will  not,  at  any  rate, 
lose  anything — I  see  very  great  difficulties 
in  the  way.  In  conclusion,  sir,  I  can  only  say 
that  I  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
wdien  all  the  difficulties  to  which  reference 
has  been  made  by  myself  and  others  will 
be  removed,  and  that  w^e  shall  eventually 
be  able  to  frame  a  constitution  which  will 
be  acceptable  to  the  people,  and  do  justice 
to  each  part  of  Australia, 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Gillies)  agreed  to  : 

Tliat  the  debate  be  now  adjourned  until  to¬ 
morrow*. 

Convention  adjourned  at  4*47  p.m. 


WEDNESDAY,  11  MARCH,  1801. 


Federal  Constitution  (sixth  day’s  debate)— Adjournment, 


The  Phesident  took  the  chair  at  11  a.  m. 

FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION. 

SIXTH  day’s  debate. 

Debate  resumed  on  resolutions  proposed 
by  Sir  Henry  Parkes  (vide  page  23). 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  do  not  know,  sir, 
whether  it  is  an  advantage  to  appear  early 
or  to  appear  late  in  this  debate.  Perhaps 
there  are  advantages  both  ways.  This  I 
can  say :  that  hon.  gentlemen  wffio  have 
addressed  themselves  to  the  subject  before 
the  Convention  have  adopted  a  course 
which  I  am  sure  many  of  us  w*ould  often 
like  to  see  adopted  in  our  own  legislatures 
— that  is,  to  make  it  a  general  rule  to 
have  the  discussions  as  short  as  possible  ; 
and  I  think  w*e,  to  some  extent,  may 
claim  that  credit  on  the  present  occasion. 
It  is  not  my  intention,  Mr.  President,  to 
discuss  technically  the  resolutions  which 
you  have  submitted.  AVe  all  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  resolutions  are  submitted 
ill  a  general  form  to  indicate  what  w'e 
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desire  to  see  as  the  basis  of  a  federal 
constitution,  and  in  that  light  I  view 
the  resolutions  as  generally  indicating 
the  objects  which  we  all  have  in  view. 
I  confess  to  have  been  taken  a  little 
by  surprise  yesterday  wdien  my  hon. 
friend,  !Mr.  Dibbs,  spoke  upon  this  im¬ 
portant  question.  I  trust  I  did  not  do 
him  an  injustice  when  I  thought  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  his  speech  appeared 
to  have  originated  in  a  desire  to  speak 
slightly  from  a  party  point  of  view ;  as  a 
gentleman  who,  although  I  believe  he  is 
desirous  of  seeing  a  federation  of  the  colo¬ 
nies,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  federa¬ 
tion  which  is  ofiered,  or  which  we  are  likely 
to  accept.  While  he  was  quoting  from  a 
public  journal  here  which  published  some 
articles  and  letters  some  years  ago  upon 
the  subject  of  federation,  he  indicated  that 
it  appeared  to  him,  as  far  as  I  could  gather, 
that  we  were  making  a  mistake  at  the 
present  moment,  because  we  are  proposing 
a  federation  before  we  had  accomplished 
a  customs  union.  Now,  history  is  some¬ 
times  useful ;  but  I  think  ancient  history 
of  that  kind  is  not  at  all  useful  on  the 
present  occasion.  And  I  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  remind  the  hon.  gentleman  that 
sentiments  such  as  these  coining  from  him 
at  the  present  time,  appear  to  indicate  that 
he  has  forgotten  the  commission  which  the 
parliament,  of  which  he  is  a  iiiemljer,  has 
given  to  him  to  appear  at  this  Convention 
to  deal  with  this  question.  May  I  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  remind  him  that  he  holds  a 
commission  to  do  certain  work  1  He  has 
accepted  that  commission,  and  yet  he  does 
not  appear  to  be  perfectly  clear  as  to  the 
objects  for  which  the  commission  was  fur¬ 
nished  to  him.  Will  he  allow  me  to 
draw  his  attention  to  a  re.solution  passed 
in  the  legislature  of  New  South  Wales 
only  a  very  short  time  ago,  in  which  it 
set  out  the  principles  in  which  it  con¬ 
curred  when  it  granted  the  hon.  member 
[J/r.  Gillies. 


a  commission  along  with  other  hon.  gentle¬ 
men  to  represent  it  in  this  Convention  ? 

(1.)  That  this  House  concurs  in  the  following 
resolution  : — 

(a)  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  conference,  the 
best  interests  and  the  present  and  future 
prosperity  of  the  Australian  colonies  will  bo 
promoted  by  an  early  union  under  the 
Crown  ;  aiul,  while  fully  recognising  the 
valuable  services  of  members  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  of  1 8S3  in  founding  the  Federal  Council, 
it  declares  its  opinion  that  the  seven  years 
which  have  since  elapsed  have  developed  the 
national  life  of  Australia  in  population,  in 
wealth,  in  the  discovery  of  resources,  and  in 
self-governing  capacity,  to  an  extent  which 
justifies  the  higher  act,  at  all  times  contem¬ 
plated,  of  the  union  of  these  colonies  under 
one  legislative  and  executive  government, 
on  principles  just  to  the  several  colonies. 

It  also  passed  a  resolution  that  four  mem¬ 
bers  be  appointed  during  the  present  year 
to  act  as 

delegates  to  a  National  Australian  Convention, 
and  be  empowered  to  consider  and  report  upon 
an  adequate  scheme  for  a  federal  constitution  for 
the  Australian  colonies. 

And  among  the  names  of  gentlemen  who 
w^ere  appointe<l  on  that  occasion  I  find  the 
name  of  George  Richard  Dibbs,  Esquire. 
I  should  have  thought,  sir,  that  the  mere 
fact  of  the  hon.  gentleman  having  accepted 
that  commission  to  make  an  eflfort  to  frame 
an  adequate  scheme  for  a  federal  consti¬ 
tution  would  have  precluded  him  from 
making  the  observation  he  made,  that  we 
were  beginning  at  the  wrong  end  ;  because, 
from  what  lie  told  us  yesterday,  it  appears 
that  in  his  judgment  we  ought  to  have 
started  by  coming  to  an  agreement  as  to  a 
customs  union  before  ever  ^ve  attempted 
to  frame  a  scheme  for  a  federal  constitu¬ 
tion.  I  think  the  hon.  gentleman  placed 
himself  in  a  false  position  yesterday  when 
he  appeared  to  have  forgotten  the  circum¬ 
stances  in  which  he  i.s  placed. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  Did  the  Victorian  Parlia¬ 
ment  pa.ss  a  similar  re.solution  ? 

Mr.  GILLIES :  Exactly  similar,  I  believe. 
With  the  exception  of  the  names  of  the  de¬ 
legates,  it  is  verbatim  et  literatim  the  same. 


Hesolxdioics, 


225 


Federal  Constitution :  [11  Mahcif,  1891.] 


Mr.  Dibbs  :  Then,  may  I  ask  the  hon. 
member,  by  way  of  explanation,  whether 
tlie  delegates  from  Victoria  were  justified 
by  their  commission  in  a.sking  for  material 
guarantees  witli  regard  to  the  fiscal  policy 
of  Victoria  ? 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  If  my  lion,  friend  had 
listened  to  wliat  my  hon.  colleague,  i\Ir. 
Wrixon,  said  yesterday,  he  would  have 
found  that  he  was  completely  under  a  mis¬ 
apprehension  about  any  such  demand  for 
a  guarantee.  I  would  point  out  to  him 
that  no  proposal  lias  been  made  by  the 
Victorian  delegates,  nor  did  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  ask  them  or  require  them  in  any 
way  whatever,  to  insist  upon  any  guaran¬ 
tee  at  all.  But  what  Parliament  called 
upon  them  to  do  was  what  is  stated  in 
the  resolution,  namely,  to  go  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  for  the  purpose  of  making  an 
effort  to  frame  an  adequate  scheme  for  a 
federal  parliament  and  a  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  That  is  what  Parliament  asked 
them  to  do,  and  of  course,  having  to  frame 
a  constitution  to  carry  out  that  object, 
that  constitution  must  necessarily  include 
a  variety  of  measures  which  would  require 
to  be  dealt  with  before  it  could  be  pro¬ 
perly  framed. 

Mr.  Deakix:  “Just  to  the  several 
colonies  ”! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  And  the  only  question 
that  was  raised  by  any  of  my  colleagues, 
as  far  as  I  understood  them  when  I  heard 
their  speeches  and  understood  them  after 
reading  the  report  of  their  speeche.s,  was 
this  :  that  one  of  the  most  important  ques¬ 
tions  that  would  come  before  the  Conven¬ 
tion  in  the  framing  of  that  constitution 
would  be  the  question  of  customs,  and  that 
question  is  dealt  with  in  a  very  simple 
manner  in  the  resolutions,  which  you,  Mr. 
President,  have  submitted.  The  resolu¬ 
tions  set  out  first  what  all  the  colonies 
understood — that  one  of  the  true  objects 
of  federation  was  to  enable  the  colonies  to 
join  together,  so  that  there  would  be  the 
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most  perfect  freedom  between  them  in 
regard  to  all  articles  passing  to  and  fro. 
Every  one  understood  that  that  w’ould  be 
neces-sarily  one  of  the  principal  objects  that 
would  be  secured  by  federation.  Then 
the  next  question  arose  necessarily  as  con¬ 
nected  with  that,  namely,  that  of  cour.se 
it  w’ould  be  indispensable  that  the  federal 
parliament  should  have  the  power  of  im¬ 
posing  duties  of  customs  in  order,  in  the 
first  place,  to  raise  the  necessary  revenue, 
and  in  the  second  place  to  obtain  duties  on 
articles  introduced  from  abroad.  In  other 
words,  the  question  which  was  raised  w'as 
whether  it  w^as  contemplated  by  all  hon. 
members  that  such  a  tariff  w’ould  be  im¬ 
posed  on  all  articles  coming  from  abroad 
as,  at  any  rate,  would  secure  all  the  colo¬ 
nies  which  had  by  means  of  the  imposition 
of  duties  raised  large  .sums  of  money,  and 
originated  and  maintained  industries.  That 
question  was  not  raised  merely  by  Vic¬ 
toria  ;  it  has  been  raised  by  several  other 
colonies. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  It  was  raised  by  Mr. 
Deakin  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES:  Victoria  wants  no  more 
guarantee  than  every  other  colony  in  the 
group  desires  to  have.  Victoria  is  in 
this  position  :  that  she  can  express  the 
most  confident  hope  that  justice  will  be 
done  to  all  the  colonies  by  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  in  this  respect.  We  have  not 
come  into  this  Convention  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  that  if  wx  do  not  get  material 
guarantees  w*e  refuse  to  join  the  federa¬ 
tion.  The  colony  of  Victoria  makes  no 
such  statement. 

Hox.  ]\I EMBERS  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  The  colony  of  Victoria 
is  prepared  to  join  the  other*  colonies  in 
framing  a  federal  constitution,  and  in 
creating  a  federal  parliament  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  accomplishing  great  and  necessai-y 
federal  work;  otherwise  she  does  not  de¬ 
sire  to  claim  anything  that  the  other  colo¬ 
nies  will  not  claim  and  obtain.  Victoria 
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desires,  as  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  said 
yesterday,  to  join  hand  in  hand  with  the 
other  colonies  in  creating  a  federal  consti¬ 
tution,  a  federj\l  parliament,  and  a  federal 
government,  in  the  confident  hope  that 
justice  will  be  done  to  all  the  colonies  in 
the  creation  of  that  federation.  The  bon. 
member  seemed  to  think  that  there  were 
some  projx)sals  in  these  resolutions  which 
involve  such  serious  difficulties  that  it 
would  not  be  possible  for  him  to  concur  in 
them  ;  in  fact,  I  think  he  told  us  that  he 
would  take  care  in  Committee  to  do  all 
that  he  possibly  could  to  take  away  the 
power  proposed  to  be  granted  under  the 
fetleral  constitution  to  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  of  dealing  with  the  very  large  subject 
of  defences.  The  hon.  member  appeared 
to  me  to  think  that  the  object  indicated  in 
these  resolutions  was  to  bring  about  what 
is  known  as  a  standing  army,  which  the 
hon.  member  thought  would  be  a  menace 
to  the  whole  of  the  continent.  Kow,  in 
one  sense,  all  the  colonies  have  small 
standing  armies. 

Colonel  Smith  :  There  are  altogether 
31,000  men  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  The  people  themselves 
have  undertaken  the  duty  of  creating  such 
a  force  as,  in  their  judgment,  w'ould  be 
sufficient  to  meet  any  foe  that  might  land 
on  these  shores.  There  is  nothing  in  these 
resolutions  that  I  can  see  that  would 
justify  the  statement  that  it  is  contem¬ 
plated  by  any  colony,  or  by  any  group  of 
colonies,  or  by  any  individual,  to  bring 
about  a  standing  army  of  such  a  kind  as 
that  to  which  the  hon.  member  referred — 
a  standing  army  that  might  be  a  menace 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The  people 
themselves  have  created  such  forces  as 
we  have,  it  is  they  who  willingly  main¬ 
tain  them,  and  these  resolutions  contem¬ 
plate  no  more  and  no  less.  It  is  possible 
that  when  you  have  to  consider  the  re¬ 
port  of  Major-General  Edwards  and  the 
reports  of  your  own  ofiicers,  it  may  be 
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found  absolutely  necessary  to  make  some 
slight  adilition  to  the  forces  you  already 
have  upon  this  continent,  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  that  those  forces  should  be  under  the 
command  of  some  one  h.aving  the  control 
of  the  whole  of  them.  In  fact,  a  great  deal 
has  been  written  in  the  whole  of  tlie  colo¬ 
nies  as  to  the  necessity  for  maintaining  a 
federal  force  in  a  proper  and  effective  con¬ 
dition,  so  that  in  the  event  at  any  future 
time — and  I  hope  it  will  be  in  the  distant 
future — of  a  foreign  force  landing  at  any 
point  upon  the  continent,  arrangements 
might  be  made  by  which  a  joint  force 
might  be  concentrated  at  that  point,  and  so 
that  instead  of  separate  defences  we  might 
have  one  united  defence  of  Australia. 
Surely  we  are  not  to  be  told  that,  because 
that  is  in  contemplation,  there  is  at  the 
same  time  some  secret  purpose  or  object 
of  depriving  the  people  of  their  rights 
on  any  particular  occasion  when  possibly 
there  may  be  some  great  difference  of 
opinion  on  a  great  public  question.  There 
have  been  no  peoples  in  these  colonies  who 
have  not  enjoyed  the  most  perfect  freedom 
to  express  their  opinions  in  public,  and 
through  their  representatives  in  parliament, 
on  any  public  question  of  importance. 
There  has  never  been  any  occasion  when 
such  an  opportunity  has  not  been  given 
to  every  man  in  this  country,  and  so  free 
and  liberal  are  our  laws  and  public  insti¬ 
tutions  that  it  has  never  been  suggested 
by  any  mortal  upon  this  continent  that 
that  right  should  be  in  any  way  restricted. 
On  the  contraiy,  we  all  feel  proud  of  the 
freedom  which  every  one  in  this  country 
enjoys.  It  is  a  freedom  not  surpassed  in 
any  state  in  the  world,  not  even  in  the 
boasted  republic  of  America.  I  venture 
to  say  that  there  is  not  a  colony  in  this 
group  but  is  so  attached  to  its  institutions 
and  its  laws,  and  the  freedom  existing 
under  those  laws,  that  there  need  be  no 
suspicion  of  any  body  of  the  kind  indicated 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  being  created.  It 
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is  possible  that  the  force  now  existing  may 
be  increased  sufficiently  for  the  adequate 
defence  of  the  shores  of  these  colonies 
against  aggression  ;  but  I  am  astonished 
that  the  lion,  gentleman  should  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  have  imagined  that  it  was  in  the 
mind  of  any  one  of  the  colonies  to  create  a 
standing  army  of  such  a  character  as 
would  be  a  menace  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  Those  liberties  have  been  too 
well  enjoyed  and  too  well  appreciated  to 
permit  of  any  body  of  men,  whether  in  a 
federal  or  in  a  local  parliament,  interfering 
with  them,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  member 
will  release  from  his  mind  any  idea  that 
it  is  contemplated  under  these  resolutions 
to  establish  a  federal  force  or  standinij 
army  that  would  in  the  slightest  degree 
interfere  with  our  liberties,  or  that  any  of 
us,  even  in  imagination,  had  that  object  in 
view. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  The  hon.  member  forgets 
that  we  have  heard  other  speeches  de¬ 
livered  in  this  chamber  by  the  mover  of 
these  resolutions  ! 

h[r.  GILLIES  :  I  have  not  heard  a 
speech  delivered  in  this  chamber  which 
conveyed  the  opinion  or  idea  the  hon. 
member  has  suggested. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  Not  in  this  Convention  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  heard  the  address  of 
the  President,  and  I  confess  I  should  be 
surprised  if  it  were  found  possible  to  con¬ 
strue  any  portion  of  it  as  meaning  an  attack 
upon  the  liberties  of  the  colonies.  To  me 
it  is  utterly  incomprehensible  how  that 
view  could  have  got  into  the  mind  of  the 
hon.  member.  I  can  only  assure  the  hon. 
member — and  I  trust  he  will  see  that  it  is 
so — that  it  is  not  in  any  way  in  contem¬ 
plation,  and  that  it  is  not  expressed  even 
in  the  most  vague  way  language  can  sug¬ 
gest,  to  give  effect  to  the  idea  he  thought 
proper  to  indicate  yesterday.  I  think  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  the  hon.  member  ob- 
tainingthe  assurance  of  every  member  of  the 
Convention  that  they  have  had  no  such  idea 
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in  their  minds,  and  that  they  would  be 
among  the  first — in  fact,  quite  as  ready  as  is 
the  hon.  gentleman  himself — to  put  their 
foot  down  upon  any  proposition  so  utterly 
intolerable  to  the  feelings  and  views  of  the 
whole  of  the  people  of  these  colonies.  The 
hon,  meml>€r  touched^another  point,  and 
since  reading  one  of  the  newspapers  pub¬ 
lished  in  Sydney  this  morning  it  would 
appear  to  me  that  either  he  himself  was 
yesterday  inspired  or  that  he  has  since 
inspired  some  one  else,  because  in  the  news¬ 
paper  to  which  I  refer — and  it  is  a  journal 
which  is  acknowledged  to  feel  very  strongly 
the  importance  of  federation — the  writer 
appears  to  have  followed  the  hon.  member 
in  liis  idea  that  we  were  justified  in  taking 
into  considemtion  the  question  of  the  seat 
of  the  federal  government.  I  thought  yes¬ 
terday — and  I  trust  the  hon.  member  will 
excuse  me  if  I  am  dealing  with  him  un¬ 
justly — that  he  was  dealing  rather  harshly 
with  us  when  he  said  he  intended  to  throw' 
a  bomb-shell  amongst  us.  I  thought  that 
rather  hard,  because  I  could  not  imagine 
what  necessity  could  have  arisen  for  the 
throwing  of  bomb-shells. 

Mr.  Munbo  :  The  hon,  member  wants  to 
bui*st  us  up  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  Of  course  I  assume — 
I  am  bound  to  assume — that  although  the 
hon.  gentleman  may  have  strong  view’s 
on  the  question  of  federation,  and  can¬ 
not  altogether  agree  wdth  some  of  the 
views  contained  in  these  resolutions,  yet 
he  is  honestly  anxious  to  bring  about 
a  federation  of  these  colonies  on  terms 
just  to  each  of  them,  and  to  do  so  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  will  take  that  for  granted  ; 
but  I  will  ask  the  hon.  member,  seeing 
that  we  are  all  gathered  together  for  the 
purpose  of  framing  such  a  constitution, 
seeing  that  all  the  colonies  who  sent  us 
hither  believe,  so  far  as  the  expression 
of  their  opinions  is  concerned,  that  the 
time  has  come  when  that  should  be  done, 
how  is  it  that  he  is  anxious  to  throw 
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bombs  amongst  us  ?  Of  course,  bombs  are 
unpleasant  things,  and  we  can  only  assume 
that  he  was  prepared  to  throw  bomb-shells 
amongst  us  because  he  desired  to  divide 
us,  and  to  give  us  as  much  trouble  as  pos¬ 
sible  in  coming  to  conclusions.  One  of 
his  bombs  was,  that  we  are  bound  to 
undertake  the  consideration  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  the  site  of  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  and  federal  government.  I  venture 
to  submit  that  that  would  be  a  great  mis¬ 
take.  Our  troubles  are  sulHciently  numer¬ 
ous  at  the  present  time;  our diflicul ties  in 
the  way  of  a  genei'al  agreement  are  suffi¬ 
ciently  great ;  and  we  should  be  regarded 
as  men  without  worldly  experience  if  we 
unnecessarily  at  present  undertook  to  de¬ 
termine  the  site  of  the  federal  parliament 
and  federal  government.  I  believe  there 
is  a  golden  rule  in  the  courts  that  the 
judges  will  not  determine  a  point  which 
they  are  not  necessarily  called  upon  to 
determine  at  once  ;  but  they  determine 
the  point  wdiich  comes  foremost,  and  wdiich 
may  settle  the  question  under  considera¬ 
tion.  That  is  an  admirable  rule,  and  in 
this  case  it  would  be  a  golden  rule  to  fol¬ 
low-.  I  feel  certain  that  lion,  members 
who  have  the  responsibility  of  considering 
the  important  question  of  the  framing  of 
a  federal  constitution  will  agree  that  they 
are  not  called  upon  to  consider  questions 
that  are  not  now  pressing  upon  their  atten¬ 
tion.  That  that  question  will  have  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  and  determined  by  and-by  there  is 
no  doubt ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Convention  Avill  be  held  to 
be  cowards,  or  to  be  afraid  to  determine 
that  question  when  the  time  comes.  I  say 
the  time  has  net  come  for  the  settlement 
of  that  question,  and  it  is  a  most  serious 
mistake  for  any  hon.  member  to  attempt 
to  throw  bombs  into  this  Convention  by 
raising  unnecessary  difficulties  in  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  questions  we  have  to  consider. 
I  do  not  think,  however  anxious  the  hon. 
member  may  be  for  the  settlement  of  the 
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question  of  the  site  of  the  capital,  that  he 
need  press  it  upon  our  attention  ;  because 
w-e  liave  greater  work  before  us,  and  Avork 
that  must  first  bo  attend otl  to.  The  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  w-as  also  good  enough 
to  say  that  he  had  tlie  spirit  of  a  republican. 
I  do  not  know  what  that  is.  I  do  not  know 
that  if  we  created  a  republic  on  this  conti¬ 
nent  to  morrow  we  could  pass  any  better 
law\s  or  establish  a  better  constitution 
than  the  individual  states  enjoy  at  the 
present  time.  When  I  hear  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  that  probably  a  republican  form 
of  government  would  be  very  much  better 
than  any  other  in  these  states,  I  feel  bound 
to  ask  how  can  a  man  come  to  that  con¬ 
clusion?  Ts  it  merely  because  he  is  in 
love  with  a  president,  or  that  he  does  not 
like  the  Queen  ?  If  our  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  w'ere  of  a  kind  that  w’as  disagree¬ 
able  or  distasteful  to  him  or  to  the  people, 
I  could  understand  such  an  opinion.  Great 
changes  in  the  government  of  states  are 
not  brought  about  without  some  reason, 
and  unless  the  hon.  gentleman  desires  w-e 
should  think  that  he  has  some  substan¬ 
tial  reasons  for  his  desire  to  alter  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  these  states,  I  wonder  why  he 
made  such  a  statement.  It  may  be  that  at 
some  future  time,  perhaps  100  years  hence, 
w-e  shall  be  an  empire  and  not  a  republic, 
and  w’e  might  flourish  quite  as  well  under 
an  empire  as  w-e  should  under  a  republic. 
JBut  I  must  say  that  I  think  the  time  is  not 
approaching,  in  fact  as  far  as  w-e  can  judge, 
it  is  far  away,  when  this  continent  wdli  be 
under  a  republican  government.  That  the 
p)eople  wdll  have  an  opportunity  of  deter¬ 
mining  that  for  themselves  when  the  time 
comes  goes  without  saying.  But  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  in  the  right  tone 
and  the  right  spirit  to  introduce  such  a 
question  when  we  are  called  upon  to  frame 
a  federal  constitution  for  the  purpose  of  en¬ 
abling  a  number  of  states  to  join  together 
for  doing  higher  work  than  the  individual 
states  can  do  for  themselves.  That  was 
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the  idea  which  wa.s  in  the  iniiuls  of  those 
who,  a  number  of  years  ago,  desired  to  see 
tliese  colonics  federated.  They  foresaw, 
and,  after  all,  it  was  not  difficult  to  fore¬ 
see,  that  as  these  colonies  wore  under 
separate  governments  and  parliamentsthey 
would  frame  legislation  which,  instead  of 
uniting  with  bonds  of  affection  the  i)eoplo 
of  these  states  belonging  to  the  .same  race, 
professing  the  same  religion,  and  living 
under  one  imperial  government,  would 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  year  by  year 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  joining  in  a 
federal  union.  These  men  were,  therefore’, 
extremely  anxious,  even  in  the  earliest 
days,  to  come  to  some  understanding  in 
favour  of  a  great  federal  union.  13 ut 
many  of  the  colonies  had  only  just  then 
obtained  their  constitutions,  and  they  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  time  had  not  come  for 
them  to  join  in  a  larger  union.  Now, 
however,  when  we  are  prepared  to  join  in 
a  larger  union,  we  are  coolly  told,  “  What 
is  the  good  ?  In  all  probability  in  a  few 
years  we  shall  be  a  great  republic,  and  we 
shall  then  have  the  whole  of  our  destinies 
in  our  own  hands.  We  can  then  make 
such  laws  as  we  think  proper,  without 
even  consulting  the  Imperial  Government 
or  her  Majesty.”  In  my  judgment  such 
remarks  do  not  sound  well  at  the  present 
moment.  We  have  nothing  to  complain 
of.  We  have  no  reason  to  find  fault,  and 
therefore  there  is  no  justification  in  speak¬ 
ing  of  such  a  dissolution  of  the  connection 
between  these  colonies  and  the  empire.  We 
stand  in  close  relationship  to  the  empire, 
and  there  is  nothing  which  we  have  ever 
asked  in  reason  in  modern  times  that  has 
not  been  granted.  Although  it  may  be 
true  that  we  may  look  forward  with  some 
degree  of  certainty  to  the  probability  that 
in  the  distant  future  we  shall  be  a  strong 
nation  :  whether  that  will  be  under  a  re¬ 
public,  or  under  an  eminro,  or  under  a 
kingdom,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  say  at 
the  present  time ;  and  at  the  present  mo¬ 


ment  it  is  not  important  what  that  form 
of  government  will  be.  All  that  any  coun¬ 
try  looks  forward  to  is  to  be  well  governed. 
Tlie  form  of  government  which  they  think 
best  is  the  form  of  government  wJiich  they 
are  entitled  to  have.  But  so  long  as  we 
have  the  freedom  which  we  enjoy  on  this 
continent,  where  w^e  can  make  whatever 
laws  we  think  proper  without  interference 
or  direction,  and  so  long  as  w^e  enjoy  such 
a  constitution  as  we  have,  and  which  is 
one  of  great  elasticity,  I  feel  perfectly  cer¬ 
tain  tliat  we  need  not  begin  even  to  think  of 
the  foundation  of  a  republic  which  may  exist 
only  in  the  minds  of  men  100  years  hence. 
This  debate  has  turned,  after  preliminary 
observations,  on  the  important  propositions 
contained  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent.  Before  passing  on  to  the  two  im¬ 
portant  questions  that  have  mostly  occu¬ 
pied  the  attention  of  the  Convention  up  to 
the  present,  I  would  venture  to  make  one 
remark,  w’hich  I  think  it  is  important 
should  be  borne  in  mind.  When  a  story 
is  repeated  w’ith  miserable  iteration  it  often 
gathers  force  behind  it  by  its  constant 
utterance,  and  yet  there  may  not  be  a 
w^ord  of  truth  in  it.  It  is  well  that  the 
people  of  this  continent,  and  the  public  of 
this  colony — because  on  this  question  pro¬ 
bably  New  South  Wales  and  one  or  two 
other  colonies  are  most  interested — should 
clearly  understand  the  point  to  which  I  am 
about  to  refer,  namely,  whether  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  in  the  creation  of  a  federal  constitu¬ 
tion  togranttothe  federal  parliament  power 
to  divide  the  states,  to  take  a  }X)rtion  of 
territory  from  one  of  them  and  grant 
it  to  some  other  state?  Now,  does  any 
hon.  gentleman  in  this  chamber  believe 
that  that  is  contemplated  ?  It  is  not 
contemplated.  Nobody  has  ever  said  it 
publicly  in  any  way,  and  I  think  it  is  very 
unjust  that  an  insinuation  should  be  thrown 
out  that  under  one  of  the  resolutions  it 
will  be  possible  to  do  what  I  say  was 
never  contemplated,  and  to  which  utterance 
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Avas  never  given  by  any  lion  gentleman  in 
the  Convention.  This  question  is  in  the 
minds  of  many  people  who  are  oppos<Hl 
altogether  to  the  establishment  of  federa¬ 
tion.  One  of  the  first  reasons  they  give 
is,  “  Why,  if  New  South  Wales  goes  into 
this  federation,  what  will  happen?  South 
Australia  is  anxious  to  have  the  silver- 
mines  ;  Victoria  is  anxious  to  go  up  to 
the  Murrumbidgee  ;  Queensland  is  anxious 
to  have  some  of  our  lovely  flats.”  Now, 
is  not  tins  a  pity,  when  we  are  engaged  in 
such  an  important  work,  the  principles  of 
which  were  considered  by  all  the  legisla¬ 
tures  of  this  continent  without  a  syllable 
having  been  hinted  on  that  subject,  or, 
if  hinted,  always  disidlowed,  and  without  a 
syllable  or  a  hint  being  contained  in  these 
resolutions,  where,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  de¬ 
liberately  set  out  that  all  the  rights  now  pos¬ 
sessed  by  the  various  colonies  entering  the 
union  are  to  be  preserved,  except  such  as  may 
be  necessary  to  hand  over  to  the  federal 
parliament.  And  to  hand  over  in  wliat 
way  ?  To  hand  over,  not  generally,  not 
using  general  language  that  might  take  in 
a  whole  host  of  things  that  people  did  not 
intend  ;  but  using  language  so  specific  that 
only  for  the  purposes  of  federation,  and  no 
other,  shall  these  lands  be  taken,  and  then 
only  small  pieces,  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  state  parliament.  When  we  are  told 
in  this  Avay  that  our  objects  are  A'ery  deep 
and  profound,  but  cunningly  veiled  and 
concealed — that  we  desire  no  less  than  to 
take  a  large  portion  of  the  territory  of 
New  South  Wales — I  say  it  is  not  fair,  it 
is  not  just,  that  any  gentleman  should,  even 
by  the  u.se  of  language,  mistakenly  create 
the  idea  that  such  is  the  intention  under¬ 
lying  the  resolution,  and  the  intention  in 
the  minds  of  members  of  this  Convention. 
It  is  well  that  wherever  necessary  we  should 
emphasise  the  fact  that  the  idea  to  which  I 
have  referred  is  a  mistake,  and  that  no  such 
thing  was  ever  contemplated.  I  now  come 
to  the  two  questions  involved  in  the  reso- 
[J/r.  Gillies. 


lutions  which  liave  formed  the  principal 
subject  of  debate.  I  did  not  originally 
imagine  that  there  would  be  so  much  made 
of  them.  I  did  not  think  they  indicated 
the  trouble  which  is  in  the  minds  of  some 
hon.  members,  and  I  will  tell  the  Conven¬ 
tion  why.  I  understood  that  the  colonies 
represented  here  came  together  in  good 
faith ;  that,  joining  together  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  a  great  and  good  work  which 
they  could  not  do  individually,  they  came 
to  this  Convention  in  the  most  perfect  good 
faith  and  trust,  and  in  the  belief  that  there 
was  no  idea  of  any  two  or  three  colonies 
being  able  to  join  together  for  the  purpose 
of  overreaching  them  when  they  had  be¬ 
come  federated.  Yet  there  is  a  notion  that 
this  is  the  very  result  that  may  be  brought 
about,  unless  something  is  done  to  prevent 
it.  For  the  first  time,  we  are  asked  de¬ 
liberately  on  this  continent  to  enter  into  a 
totally  new  state  of  things  with  reference 
to  the  powers  of  two  houses  of  parliament. 
Under  the  proposed  constitution  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  create  a  senate  and  a  house  of 
representatives.  You,  sir,  I  think,  follow 
not  only  the  track — but  the  beaten  track 
—  we  have  ever  understood  since  we  have 
been  under  responsible  government,  that 
the  powers  of  the  two  houses  of  legislature, 
the  senate  and  the  liouse  of  representa¬ 
tives,  should  be  absolutely  equal  in  all  re¬ 
spects  but  one,  and  the  reason  of  that  exce])- 
tion  is  this  :  that  two  houses  cannot  do  all 
the  same  work.  I  thought  that  principle 
was  so  well  recognised  that  there  would  be 
great  difficulty  indeed  in  raising  any 
opposition  to  it,  and  instead  of  appealing 
to  imagination  and  sentiment,  I  desire  to 
appeal  to  experience.  I  desire  to  aj^peal 
to  all  the  experience  the  Imperial  Parlia¬ 
ment  has  had,  and  to  all  the  experience 
the  people  of  the  colonies  have  had  on  this 
point.  But  for  the  explanation  which 
some  gentlemen  have  given  who  contend 
for  what  are  called  state  rights,  I  should 
have  imagined  that  state  rights  meant  that 
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they  must  watcli  carefully  over  all  powers 
taken  away  from  individual  states,  and 
granted  to  tlie  federal  parliament.  That 
is  what  I  consider  to  be  the  protection 
of  state  rights.  AVe  all  know  what  rights 
the  states  have,  and  if  it  were  pro[K)sed  to 
hand  over  certain  of  these  state  rights  to 
the  new  parliament  to  be  created  under 
federation,  then  I  could  understand  that 
the  states  would  question  every  one  of  those 
rights,  and  search  keenly  and  closely  to 
see  that  they  would  be  dealt  justly  by — 
to  see,  in  fact,  that  rights  that  they  have 
now  the  opportunity  of  exercising  should 
not  be  taken  away,  unless  they  and  all  of 
us  were  satisfied  that  they  were  taken 
for  federation  pui*poses  alone,  and  that  it 
was  indispensably  necessary,  in  OKder  to 
carry  out  our  proposals  in  the  interests  of 
the  whole  people,  that  those  rights  should 
be  taken  away  for  the  purpose  of  secur¬ 
ing  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  num¬ 
ber.  But  now  we  are  told  that  the  rights 
of  the  states  may  be  jeopardised  unless  the 
senate  has  the  same  power  as  the  house 
of  representatives  to  deal  with  all  bills  with 
the  exception  of  money  bills,  and  the  only 
thing  that  has  not  yet  been  asked  for 
is  the  power  of  initiation.  Now,  I  am 
going  to  ask  in  a  minute  why  it  is  that  the 
power  of  initiation  should  not  be  given! 
But  before  we  enter  briefly  upon  that 
question,  we  must  bear  this  in  mind,  that 
the  powers  that  it  is  proposed  should  be 
given  to  the  federal  parliament  are  reduced 
to  the  smallest  possible  compass,  wdth  the 
object  of  not  disturbing  in  the  slightest 
degree  the  rig! it  to  legislate  on  all  subjects 
which  has  been  granted  to  the  several  par¬ 
liaments  throughout  this  continent.  AVe 
disturb  that  power  as  little  as  possible; 
and  the  range  of  the  subjects  which  the 
states  will  have  to  discuss  and  determine 
is  scarcely  interfered  with,  and  not  inter¬ 
fered  witli  in  any  degree  that  will  affect 
their  legal  rights  and  interests.  Keeping 
tliat  in  view,  I  should  like  to  know  in 


what  way  the  federal  parliament,  by  con¬ 
tinuing  the  practice  of  the  English  Con¬ 
stitution  with  reference  to  money  bills,  can 
seriously  or  in  any  w'a}'  injure  the  par¬ 
ticular  states,  because  their  representatives 
in  the  senate  have  not  the  power  to  amend 
those  bills!  There  are  only  a  very  few  bills, 
as  you,  sir,  and  every  hon.  member  present, 
must  know,  of  the  nature  and  character  of 
money  bills.  There  is,  of  course,  an  annual 
appropriation  bill,  which  deals,  or  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  deal,  only  with  the  expenditure 
of  the  year,  and  with  nothing  else.  It  is 
not  expected  to  deal  with  any  new  prin¬ 
ciples  at  all,  nor  with  the  imposition  of 
expenditure  of  a  totally  new’  character  of 
which  parliament  has  not  heard  before. 
It  is  simply  expected  to  deal  with  the  ex¬ 
penditure  for  the  year,  and  it  is  intro¬ 
duced  year  by  year,  and,  taking  the  many 
years^  experience  of  the  various  states  all 
round,  I  may  say  that  upon  the  whole 
they  have  generally  kept  within  the  limits 
in  regard  to  appropriation  bills,  and  in 
cases  where  there  has  been  serious  disturb¬ 
ances  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
legislature,  I  undertake  to  say  that  it  has 
been  felt  that  they  have  arisen  from  the 
absence  of  proj^er  care  to  keep  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  appropriation  bill  within  the 
due  limits  of  the  expenditure  of  the  year. 
Both  branches  of  the  legislature  in  our 
colony  and  in  the  other  colonies  feel  that 
the  interests  of  the  people  are  best  pro¬ 
moted  by  harmony,  not  by  disagreement, 
and  that  brings  about  an  anxiety  that  both 
houses  should  never  come  to  loggerheads 
on  any  financial  question  at  all,  if  it  can 
be  avoided. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  If  it  can  be  avoided  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES:  There  is  no  difficulty  in 
avoiding  it,  as  I  wdll  show^  in  a  minute  or 
tw’o.  The  imposition  of  taxation  and  cus¬ 
toms  duties  is,  of  course,  a  matter  of  great 
importance  ;  but  all  proposals  of  that 
nature  should  be  dealt  with  in  separate 
measures,  so  that  the  second  branch  of  the 
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legislature — in  tliis  case  the  senate — would 
not  be  preA'ented  from  expressing  its  most 
clear  and  deliberate  opinion  upon  any  pro¬ 
posal  submitted  to  it  with  reference  to 
direct  taxation.  This  subject  was  referred 
to  by  my  lion,  colleague  yesterday,  and  by 
the  hon.  member,  i\lr.  Play  ford,  and,  ^Yith 
great  respect  to  the  opinions  of  many 
hon.  members,  I  should  have  been  glad  if 
they  had  made  an  effort  to  answer  the 
latter  hon.  gentleman.  But  his  speech  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  passed  over  without  a 
word  of  comment,  though  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  rule  which  he  laid  down 
contained  the  absolutely  true  and  perfect 
principle  that  has  been  followed  by  the 
House  of  Commons  for  centuries,  namely, 
that  where  you  have  to  deal  with  a  great 
and  important  measure  of  taxation,  the 
question  ought  tobe submitted  in  a  separate 
bill  to  the  second  branch  of  the  legislature. 
It  is  as  much  intended  by  the  Constitution 
that  that  body  should  consider  questions  of 
public  policy,  as  that  the  lower  house  should, 
because  they  speak  for  the  people;  and  with 
reference  to  the  Legislative  Council  of  Vic¬ 
toria,  they  now  represent  a  very  pow^erful 
body  of  electors — nearly  as  large  a  number 
of  electors  as  the  Legislative  Assembly  re¬ 
present.  They  are  elected  on  a  suffrage  that 
is  really  very  low,  with  a  small  qualification, 
and  they  represent  a  very  large  number  of 
persons.  All  questions  of  principle  should 
be  discussed  between  the  two  liouses  with 
the  most  perfect  freedom.  When  an  im¬ 
portant  question  of  taxation,  involving 
some  great  principle  is  passed  by  the  popu¬ 
lar  branch  of  the  legi.slature,  it  ought  to 
go  in  a  separate  bill  to  the  other  house,  to 
allow  the  most  perfect  freedom  of  discus¬ 
sion  there,  and  to  give  it  the  most  ample 
poAver  to  deal  with  the  measure,  though  it 
could  only  be  dealt  with  in  the  way  of 
acceptance  or  of  rejection. 

Mr.  Bird  :  That  is  not  ample  power  ! 
Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  consider  that  it  is 
ample  power ;  because  experience  has 
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shown  us  that,  if  we  are  going  to  discuss 
great  questions  of  principle,  and  to  thrash 
them  out  in  detail,  it  is  next  to  impossible 
to  come  to  an  agreement  without  wasting 
a  great  deal  of  public  time,  and  perhaps 
no  agreement  at  all  can  be  come  to.  But 
there  is  a  distinction  to  be  drawn.  Sup¬ 
pose  an  income-tax  'were  proposed,  what 
w'ould  be  done  is  this  :  the  principle  of 
the  income-tax  Avould  be  laid  down,  and 
then  a  bill  to  carry  out  the  tax  w’ould  be  in¬ 
troduced  separately,  setting  out  the  whole 
of  the  details  of  the  proposal,  and  the 
second  branch  of  the  legislature  would  not 
be  precluded  from  dealing  with  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  measure  by  rejection  if  it  thought 
proper  on  the  question  of  policy,  or  from  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  matter  in  every  detail.  In  all 
the  colonies  it  has  been  found  that  where 
these  questions  have  to  be  dealt  with  it  is 
infinitely  better  not  to  complicate  them  by 
putting  several  in  the  same  bill,  but  to 
send  them  up  in  separate  bills.  And  I 
think  the  proposal  which  emanated  from 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford,  and  which 
was  discussed  elsewhere,  would  remove 
any  imaginary  difficulty  that  might  lie  iii 
the  way  of  the  senate  in  dealing  with  ques¬ 
tions  of  this  kind.  One  serious  difficulty^ 
however,  was  raised,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  after  my  hon.  friend,  the  Premier 
of  South  Australia,  explained  the  point  to 
which  I  have  referred,  he  propounded  this 
conundrum  :  what  w^ould  happen  if  two 
of  the  larger  colonies  or  states  joined  to¬ 
gether  for  the  purpose  of  wdiat?  One  hon. 
member  said  “  pi  undering,’'  another  said 
riding  rough-shod  ”  over  the  smaller 
states.  Now,  I  would  ask  what  is  the 
origin  of  these  expressions]  Does  any 
one  mean  to  say  that  any  two  of  the 
colonies  would  join  together  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  plundering  the  other  four  ]  I  re¬ 
gret  to  think  that  such  an  idea  should 
enter  their  mind.s.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
of  the  colonies  would  think  of  doin"  sucli 
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Resolutions, 


233 


[11  March,  1891.] 


Federal  Constitution : 

tion  of  a  greater  amount  of  bad  blood  than 
one  can  imagine ;  and  unless  a  govern¬ 
ment  had  lost  their  senses,  and  were  en¬ 
titled  to  be  sent  to  Yarra  Bend,  they 
would  not  hurnilate  themselves  by  sub¬ 
mitting  propo.sals  on  behalf  of  one  or  two 
colonies,  which  would  be  the  means  of 
riding  rough-shod  over  other  colonies.  One 
cannot  conceive  of  men  occupying  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  position,  and  a  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  so  lost  to  every  notion  of  pro¬ 
priety,  that  they  would  be  prepared,  merely 
for  the  sake  of  a  little  personal  aggran¬ 
disement,  to  adopt  a  course  of  that  kind — • 
a  course  which  w’ould  humiliate  them  in  the 
eyes  of  all  decent,  thinking  men  through¬ 
out  this  continent  and  elsewhere.  I  cannot 
conceive  that;  in  fact,  I  will  not  argue  the 
matter  upon  that  ground.  I  have  mentioned 
that  there  has  been  no  attempt  on  the  part 
of  any  hon.  member  to  seek,  on  behalf  of 
the  senate,  for  the  power  of  initiation. 
]\Iay  I  ask  why  1  May  I  ask  upon  what 
principle,  if  the  power  of  amendment  is  to 
be  taken  as  representing  justice  to  the 
states,  they  do  not  ask  for  the  right  of 
initiation  1  They  are  to  be  equal  in  every 
respect.  What  harm  would  be  done  by 
their  asking  for  the  right  of  initiation,  be¬ 
cause  the  right  of  amendment,  and  even 
the  right  of  rejection,  sometimes  involves 
a  great  deal  more  than  one  may  think. 
The  right  of  amendment  may,  of  course, 
involve  your  being  landed  straight  off  in  a 
sea  of  trouble,  because,  as  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Playford,  has  pointed  out,  the  idea  of 
the  senate  amending  a  customs  bill,  is — it 
goes  without  saying — practically  impossi¬ 
ble.  I  can  understand,  as  every  one  can 
understand,  that  two  legislatures,  if  they  are 
by  any  pos.sibility  to  work  harmoniously  to¬ 
gether,  must  be  reasonable,  otherwise  legis¬ 
lation  is  impossible,  because  the  second 
branch  of  the  legislature  has  the  right  to 
reject  any  bill  which  may  be  sent  from  the 
first  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  the  first 
branch  has  the  legally  constituted  right  to 


reject  any  bill  which  may  be  sent  from  the 
senate.  Therefore,  unless  they  are  willing 
to  be  reasonable,  you  absolutely  stick  in 
legislation;  you  absolutely  stick  and  cannot 
get  ahead.  The  real  reason  of  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  t\vo  houses  of  parliament  working 
together,  is  the  fact  that  they  bring  to  the 
consideration  of  various  questions,  not  the 
ideaof  pei*sonal  squabbles  or  personal  power, 
but  the  idea  that  they  both  represent  the 
people,  and  it  therefore  becomes  them  to  be 
careful  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
make  proposals,  and  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  amend  them.  It  is  only  by  an 
anxious  desire  on  their  part  to  do  the  right 
thing,  and  by  the  wise  and  discriminate  ex¬ 
ercise  of  the  power  possessed  by  each  branch 
of  the  legislature,  that  it  is  at  all  possible 
to  get  any  legislation  through  parliament. 
You,  Mr.  President,  know  that  as  well  as 
any  man  in  this  community.  I  would  like 
to  know  how  it  is  that  those  gentlemen  who 
claim  the  right  of  amendment  have  never 
for  a  second  thought  of  asking  for  the  right 
of  initiation  ?  Should  I  tell  them  why  ? 
I  think  that  the  popular  branch  of  the 
legislature  not  only  is  the  necessary 
house  to  initiate  legislation  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  money  bills,  but  with  reference 
to  finance  generally.  It  is  because  they 
are  nearer  the  people ;  they  are  more 
truly  representative  of  the  people  ;  and 
the  people  look  to  them  with  more  confi¬ 
dence,  as  their  direct  representatives,  than 
they  would  look  to  the  best  senate  you 
could  create.  I  have  said  that  the  house 
of  representatives,  the  popular  branch  of 
the  legislature,  is  more  in  immediate  con¬ 
tact  with  the  people,  and  we  have  known 
that  to  our  cost.  Every  hon.  gentleman 
present  has  known  it.  Why,  the  popular 
branch  of  the  legislature  can  be  dissolved. 
Sometimes  it  can  be  dissolved  if  it  dis¬ 
agrees  with  ministers  ;  sometimes  it  can  be 
di.ssolved  if  it  creates  some  difficulties, 
even  though  they  may  not  be  of  a  strong 
character,  in  the  house  itself.  We  know 
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of  a  celebrated  occasion  on  which  things 
came  to  such  a  pass  that  a  minister  said 
to  a  governor  that  he  tliought,  although  lie 
had  obtained  large  majoritiesin  Parliament 
from  time  to  time,  and  had  always  defeat e<l 
his  opponents,  yet  the  state  of  the  popular 
branch  of  the  legislature  was  suchthatthere 
ought  to  be  a  dissolution ;  and  he  got  a 
dissolution.  I  say  that  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  is  nearer  the  people,  and  is  more 
anxious,  not  only  to  do  the  right  thing, 
but,  as  we  know,  to  conciliate  the  people. 
Parliament  has  often  been  dissolved  when 
difficulties  have  arisen  through  ministers 
not  being  supported,  or  through  difficulties 
having  arisen  with  the  second  branch  of 
the  legislature.  The  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  therefore,  have  a  closer  and  more 
intimate  relation  with  the  people  it  repre¬ 
sents  than  has  the  second  chamber  with 
the  whole  of  the  people.  I  could  under¬ 
stand  that  if  the  senate  were  placed  in  the 
same  position  as  the  popular  branch  of  the 
legislature  they  might  claim  the  right  to 
initiate  money  bills,  and  to  amend  them 
too;  because  if  the  power  of  dissolution, 
of  sending  the  senate  to  their  constituents 
from  time  to  time,  existed,  we  should  have 
a  dilTerent  state  of  things  in  the  country 
from  what  we  have  at  the  present  time. 
Not  but  what  I  acknowledge  openly  that 
the  second  branch  of  the  legislature  is,  no 
doubt,  as  much  governed  by  what  it  be¬ 
lieves  to  be  its  public  duty  as  is  the  first 
branch  of  the  legislature,  ^ye  all  know, 
however,  that  pei*sons  are  naturally  very 
strongly  influenced  by  their  immediate 
surroundings,  and  if  it  is  put  to  a  bwly  of 
gentlemen  repre.senting  any  legislature, 
“You  must  either  pa.ss  this  bill  or  go  to 
your  constituents,*'  they  will  unquestion¬ 
ably  satisfy  themselves  whether  they  are 
bound  in  the  public  interest,  and  in  the 
interest  of  their  constituents,  to  reject  the 
bill  or  go  to  their  constituents.  I  believe 
that  if  they  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  good, 
broad,  public  grounds  exist  for  their  doing 
[J/r.  Gillies, 


so,  they  will  be  prepared  to  reject  it  and  go 
to  their  constituents.  That  may  not  be  a 
bad  thing.  I  am  now,  however,  speaking 
of  the  powers  of  tile  popular  branch  of  the 
legislature  which  were  granted  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  money  bills.  There  are  some  slight 
distinctions  between  some  of  the  constitu¬ 
tions  of  the  various  colonies ;  but  there  are 
not  many.  There  is  one,  for  instance, 
which  one  of  the  hon.  members  for  Tas¬ 
mania  and  myself  have  been  looking  into. 
In  Tasmania  the  Upper  Hou.se  claims  the 
right,  and  they  have  exercised  it  for  many 
years,  of  amending  money  bills.  Their 
contention  is  based  upon  one  thing,  wdiich 
is  not  contained  either  in  the  Constitution 
of  New  South  Wales  or  in  that  of  Vic¬ 
toria,  and  it  is  this :  The  present  two 
houses  were  formed  from  one  house,  and 
a  provision  in  the  Constitution  Act  sets 
out  that  the  tw^o  houses  shall  have  all  the 
powers  and  privileges  which  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council  had.  Hence  it  is  contended 
that,  as  the  Legislativ^e  Council  formerly 
had  the  i-ight  both  to  initiate  and  to  amend 
money  bills,  and  as  the  power  of  initiation 
only  has  been  taken  away,  the  right  of 
amendment  remains,  and  has  been  exer¬ 
cised  ever  since.  That  is  a  different  state 
of  things  from  what  prevails  elsewhere  in 
the  colonies.  I  am  not  going  to  discuss 
it  now,  for  it  would  be  out  of  place  to 
cast  a  reflection  wffiich  there  is  no  occa¬ 
sion  to  cast,  and  for  doing  which  I  do  not 
feel  that  I  have  any  justification  ;  but  I 
venture  to  think  that  if  they,  like  Vic¬ 
toria  and  some  of  the  other  colonies,  had  a 
new  con.stitution  granted  to  them,  in  all 
probability  that  power  would  not  be  re¬ 
tained.  At  any  rate,  after  more  careful 
consideration,  it  was  thought  wise  to  place 
the  power  not  only  of  initiation,  but  also 
of  amendment  when  a  money  bill  was  intro¬ 
duced,  in  the  hands  of  the  popular  branch 
of  the  legislature, and  tJie  Constitution  abso¬ 
lutely  provides,  in  the  case  of  Victoria,  that 
the  power  of  initiation  shall  rest  with  the 
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Legislative  Assembly,  and  that  the  j)Ower 
of  rejection,  but  not  the  power  of  amend¬ 
ment,  shall  re.st  with  the  Legislative  Coun¬ 
cil. 

Mr.  Gordon:  But  there  is  no  analogy 
between  our  upper  liouses  and  the  council 
of  states  1 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  That  is  a  great  mistake. 
I  think  there  is  a  great  analogy. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  The  hon.  member  is  ar¬ 
guing  on  wrong  premises  altogether  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  do  not  think  that  I 
am  arguing  on  wrong  premises.  Each  of 
the  present  states  has  tw'o  houses  of  par¬ 
liament.  For  the  reasons  that  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  full  powers  are  given  to  the  second 
branch  of  the  legislature,  with  the  one  ex¬ 
ception  that  I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  They  both  represent  a 
homogeneous  state  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  ;  The  Legislative  Coun¬ 
cil  in  each  of  our  colonies — in  Victoria — 
represents  a  homogeneous  state  as  perfect 
as  you  can  imagine  a  state  to  be ;  in  fact, 
perhaps  a  little  more  perfect  than  the  new 
federal  parliament  that  we  are  going  to 
create — at  any  rate,  quite  as  perfect. 

Mr.  Bird  :  It  represents  a  class  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  have  pointed  out  that 
the  Legislative  Council  of  Victoria  repre¬ 
sents  the  whole  people.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  hon.  member  means  by  a  class, 

Mr.  Bird  :  A  property  class  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES :  A  ])roperty  class !  Every 
man  in  these  colonies,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
is  a  propertied  man.  I  believe  that  you  can¬ 
not  go  to  any  part  of  the  \vorld  where  there 
is  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  who  have  got  something.  You  cannot  go 
down  the  street  without  seeing  every  one 
]'retty  well  dressed.  Of  course  there  are 
occasions  in  every  great  city  when  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  persons  are  unable  to  obtain 
work ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that  every  hard¬ 
working,  determined,  sober-minded,  honest 
man  can  throughout  the  greater  portion  of 
the  year  got  work.  At  any  rate,  one  thing 


we  can  say.  Of  course  this  is  a  divergence, 
I  am  sorry  to  say  ;  but,  seeing  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  interruption,  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  an  improper  divergence.  If  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  made  the  interjection  thinks 
proper  to  look  over  the  statistics  of  the 
colon  ie.s,  he  will  find  that  in  all  the  colonies 
there  are  large  sums  of  money  in  the  sav¬ 
ings  banks,  and  in  the  various  institutions 
where  the  people  can  lodge  their  money 
and  get  a  considerable  amdunt  of  interest. 
Considering  how  we  came  here — and  we 
all  came  here  to  do  the  best  for  ourselves — 
I  suppose  tliat  none  of  us  were  great  pluto¬ 
crats — we  did  not  bring  any  mountains  of 
gold  with  us,  but  came  here  to  seek  for  it — 
and  taking  into  account  the  circumstances 
of  the  colonies,  the  amount  of  wealth  ac¬ 
cumulated  in  those  institutions  which,  to 
a  great  extent,  represent  the  working- 
classes,  is  something  marvellous  ;  and  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  make  a  distinction  between  what 
some  people  call  the  working-classes  and 
others,  I  do  not  think  can  be  done.  There 
are  a  few  people  who,  througli  hard  work, 
thrift,  and  good  o]>portunities,  have  ac¬ 
quired  great  wealth,  a  fact  to  which  I  have 
no  objection,  and  am  sure  that  everybody 
would  like  to  see  everybody  else  in  a  com¬ 
fortable  position  ;  but  as  to  talking  about 
the  working-classes  as  contra  distinguished 
from  any  other  classes  in  the  state,  I  ven¬ 
ture  to  say  that  we  are  all  members  of  the 
working-classes — the  hon.  gentleman  him¬ 
self  is  a  member  of  the  working-classes — 
and  to  create  such  distinctions  is  quite 
unnecessary.  I  pointed  out  that  in  Vic¬ 
toria  the  suffrage  is  so  low  that  the  great 
body  of  the  working-men — I  mean  men 
who  work  every  day  with  their  hands, 
tradesmen  and  others — have  votes  for  the 
Legislative  Council, and  themembers  of  the 
council  see  that  they  are  under  a  great  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  representing  such  a  large 
constituency.  I  see  no  distinction  between 
the  position  of  the  two  houses  in  a  state  and 
theposition  which  the  two  houses  will  occupy 
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in  the  federal  parliament.  Even  assuming 
that  some  of  the  states  ai*e  very  naughty, 
how  is  it  practicable  for  a  few  of  those  states 
to  join  togetlier  for  the  purpose  of  plunder¬ 
ing  another  state?  I  am  taking  for  granted, 
as  I  must,  that  tliose  who  will  be  members 
of  that  senate  will  be  men  who  will  not  be 
driven,  but  who  will  decline  to  be  parties 
to  the  plundering  of  other  states,  if  that 
should  be  attempted  by  bigger  stiites.  It 
is  imagined  that  this  will  be  done  unless 
power  is  given  to  the  senate  to  amend 
money  bills.  What  are  they  to  do  ]  The 
proposal  here  is  that  each  state  is  to  return 
to  the  senate  an  equal  number  of  repre¬ 
sentatives.  How  will  that  stand  ?  On 
this  continent — not  speaking  of  Xew  Zea¬ 
land,  but  including  Tasmania — there  will 
be  six  states,  each  returning  an  equal  num¬ 
ber  of  members.  The  two  larger  states — 
the  two  states  that  will  represent  2,250,000 
people,  will  return  half  the  number  that 
the  other  four  states  will  return,  although 
not  numbering  one-third  of  their  popula¬ 
tion.  What  are  we  to  say  about  that? 
Are  we  to  conclude  that  the  smaller  states 
being  represented  in  the  senate  by  double 
the  number  of  members  representing  the 
larger  states,  will  allow  the  larger  states 
to  swindle  the  smaller  ones,  or  are  we 
to  turn  round  and  suppose  another  thing  ? 
Are  we  to  assume  that,  being  represented  in 
the  senate  by  two  to  one,  it  is  possible  that 
the  smaller  states  would  send  representa¬ 
tives  to  the  senate  to  eat  up  the  bigger 
states'?  Am  I  to  imagine  that?  I  do  not 
imagine  that  at  all.  I  believe  they  will 
go  hand  in  hand  in  an  honest  desire  to 
serve  the  states  on  the  continent  within 
their  limits  of  legislation — they  cannot  go 
outside  them — and  seeing  that  their  limits 
would  be  comparatively  small,  I  say  that 
it  is  the  beginning  of  an  injustice  to  in¬ 
sinuate  that,  although  the  senate  would 
perhaps  have  power  to  do  lots  of  mischief 
to  the  larger  states,  they  would  think 
of  doing  it.  In  all  legislation,  whether  it 
[Jlr.  Gillies, 


be  general  or  financial,  who  has  to  bear 
the  brunt  ?  I  will  suppose  that  a  particu¬ 
lar  tax  is  proposed,  and  that  after  being 
passed  by  the  liouse  of  representatives  it 
goes  to  the  senate,  the  majority  of  the 
members  there  representing  probably,  as  in¬ 
dicated,  the  smaller  states.  Do  you  mean 
to  tell  me,  Mr.  President,  that  you  w'ould 
be  of  opinion  that  the  smaller  states  would 
reject  a  proi)osal  of  taxation,  of  which  they 
in  the  abstract  approved,  because  it  affected 
their  people  ?  Why,  it  would  affect  the 
larger  states  more  than  it  affected  the 
smaller  ones.  Who  is  to  find  the  great 
proportion  of  the  money?  Is  it  not  the 
larger  states  ?  Does  any  one  mean  to  tell 
me  that  in  the  house  of  representatives  the 
larger  states,  by  their  representatives, 
would  think  of  imposing  taxation  of  a 
character  that  would  not  be  justifiable,  and 
would  not  be  approved  in  the  face  of  the 
knowledge  that  it  'svould  be  their  own 
people  who  would  pay  nearly  all  of  it, 
three-fourths  of  it  any  way  ?  Surely  that 
is  not  a  reasonable  contention.  Seeing  that 
the  distribution  of  taxation  would  be  equal 
in  all  the  colonies,  then  those  who  are  in 
the  greatest  majority,  of  course,  must  con¬ 
tribute  the  largest  amount ;  so  that  you 
have  a  perfect  security  that  those  who  re¬ 
present  the  larger  states  in  the  house  of 
representatives  will  be  no  parties  to  fleec¬ 
ing  their  own  people,  sinqdy  because  they 
have  a  sort  of  idea  that  one  of  the  smaller 
states  \vould  not  like  to  be  subjected  to  this 
taxation  at  all. 

Mr.  Gordox  :  Have  we  the  same  guaran¬ 
tee  as  to  the  expenditure  of  the  money  ? 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  hope  so.  I  am  glad 
the  hon.  member  has  reminded  me  of  the 
point,  as  I  \vas  going  to  pass  it  over.  The 
federal  parliament  will  have  the  power  of 
imposing  certain  taxation.  An  illustration 
was  given  an  unfortunate  one,  I  think— 
by  thehon.  and  learned  members,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith  and  INlr.  Barton,  who  botli  touched 
the  question  raised  by  the  hon.  member 
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behiiHl  me.  The  one  said  it  was  quite 
possible  that  some  taxation  would  be  pro¬ 
posed  that  would  meet  with  the  strong  op¬ 
position  and  disapproval  of  some  of  the 
small  colonies.  Well,  asl  said,  the  answer 
to  that  is  that  no  tax  which  meets  with  any 
very  strong  disapproval  will  be  proposed 
at  all,  for  the  simple  reason  that  no  people 
like  to  be  taxed  if  they  can  help  it.  It  is 
only  upon  urgent  necessity  that  a  tax  will 
be  imposed.  For  instance,  as  was  remarked, 
take  a  proposal  to  increase  the  federal  force. 
I  will  assume  that  it  is  sent  to  the  senate 
in  a  separate  bill.  The  senate  will  be  in  a 
position  to  say  whether  they  think  it  is 
necessary  to  increase  the  federal  force  to 
the  extent  proposed,  or  whether  it  should 
be  increased  at  all.  It  could  reject  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Abbott  :  Would  it  not  be  in  the 
appropriation  bill  ? 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Abbott  :  That  is  not  the  case  here  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES:  That  w'ould  be  a  bill  con¬ 
taining  a  distinct  enunciation  of  aprinciple. 
I  am  quite  aware  that  sometimes  increases 
in  the  forces  are  proposed  in  the  annual 
apj)ropriation  bill ;  but  they  have  firet 
been  started  by  bills  regulating  the  forces. 
In  order  that  there  might  be  no  doubt  on 
the  subject,  clauses  might  be  inserted  in 
our  Constitution  Act  which  would  tie  the 
hands  of  parliament  and  of  ministers  down 
to  seeing  that  proposals  of  that  character, 
and  all  proposals  containing  important 
principles,  and  creating  a  new  departure 
should  be  sent  up  to  the  second  branch  of 
the  legislature  in  separate  bills.  But  take 
other  cases.  We  know,  Mr.  President — it 
is  in  your  knowledge  and  in  mine — that 
there  are  a  number  of  cases  in  which  large 
expenditure  is  proposed.  For  instance, 
some  colonies  have  the  advantage  of  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  the  defence  of  King  George’s 
Sound  ;  others  have  the  advantage  of  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  the  defence  of  Hobart ; 
others  have  the  advantage  of  looking  for¬ 


ward  to  the  defence  of  Thursday  Island, 
hlay  I  ask  the  representatives  of  those 
colonies  wdio  will  bear  the  brunt  of  that 
expenditure  ?  It  will  be  the  larger  colo¬ 
nies.  Will  they  grumble  ?  Have  they 
said  a  word  in  all  the  conferences  w^e  have 
had  ?  Have  the  larger  colonies  made  one 
solitary  objection  to  bear  their  share  of  the 
expenditure  on  those  works,  although  so 
distant  from  them  ?  On  the  broad  ground 
that  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  whole  of 
the  colonies  that  that  expenditure  should  be 
incurred,  they  are  quite  willing  to  contribute 
tow^ards  the  works.  So  wdien  an  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  thinks  proper  to  insinuate  that  the 
larger  colonies  are  going  to  do  something 
which  is  unjust,  I  say,  the  experience  we 
have  had  of  the  conduct  of  all  the  colo¬ 
nies,  whether  large  or  small,  is  that  they 
are  prepared  always  to  come  forward,  and 
put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  without  a 
grumble,  and  contribute  to  anything  which 
is  acknowledged  to  be  for  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  of  the  continent.  I  am  sorry, 
therefore,  to  hear  these  objections  raised  on 
grounds  which,  I  think,  are  wholly  insuffi¬ 
cient.  One  may  have  an  abstract  idea  of 
the  desirability  of  giving  new  powders  to  the 
new  senate  ;  bub  I  venture  to  say  that  all 
our  experience  show’s  that  it  is  safer,  and 
more  for  the  public  interest,  that  all  these 
matters  should  be  under  the  control  of  the 
popular  branch  of  the  legislature,  which  has 
a  responsibility  that  the  second  branch  has 
not,  and  never  can  have.  T  repeat  that  I 
do  not  see,  and  I  hope  no  hon.  member  will 
imagine,  that  I  am  saying  anything  to  the 
disparagement  of  the  senate.  I  believe  it 
will  be  a  very  pow^erful  body,  indeed ;  but 
to  make  a  comparison  between  it  and 
the  American  Senate,  is  a  big  and  huge 
blunder  too,  and  the  very  arguments  which 
I  have  been  using  show  that.  The  par¬ 
liament  of  the  United  States  is  the  par¬ 
liament  of  a  rej)ublic.  There  is  no  queen  to 
w’hora  ministers  are  responsible  for  every 
act  they  do.  There  is  a  president,  w  ho  is 
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responsible  to  the  public.  There  are  no 
responsible  ministers,  for  the  ministers  are 
appointed  by  tlio  President,  and  are  I’espon- 
sible  to  liim.  Ilis  ministers  do  not  go  into 
parliament  and  explain  the  whole  position  ; 
they  do  not  go  and  submit  their  estimates 
and  defend  them  line  by  line ;  and,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  that,  in  some  respects  they  have 
nothing  like  the  powers  of  the  Senate. 
The  Senate  was  specially  created,  and 
granted  special  powers,  some  of  them  plen¬ 
ary,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  a  new 
and  untried  state  of  things  :  that  is,  instead 
of  having  responsible  ministei's,  they  bad 
ministers  who  were  not  in  parliament,  and 
were  not  responsible  to  parliament,  but 
were  responsible  to  the  President,  who  holds 
his  olfice  for  four  years.  Now,  if  they 
had  responsible  ministers,  who  were  re¬ 
sponsible  only  to  parliament,  I  venture  to 
say  w'e  might  have  had  adiflerent  state  of 
things  altogether.  But  a  new  state  of 
things  was  suddenly  brought  into  exist¬ 
ence,  they  required  to  give  great  powei*s  to 
one  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  they 
knew  the  popular  branch  of  the  legislature 
at  that  time  was  very  excitable.  The 
popular  branch  of  the  legislature  is  some¬ 
times  very  excitable  all  over  the  world, 
and  it  is  an  excellent  thing  that  there 
should  be  a  wise  and  judicious  senate — 
and  I  hope  we  shall  have  that  here — but 
it  would  nob  add  to  its  usefulness  to  give 
it  power  to  amend  money  bills.  The  great 
power  that  was  given  in  America  to  the 
popular  branch  of  the  legislature  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  general  legislation,  and  in  initi¬ 
ating  these  bills,  was  at  the  same  time,  to 
a  great  extent  counteracted  by  the  original 
framers  of  the  constitution,  who  feared 
that  they  might  proceed  too  far.  The 
Senate  has  worked  this  out  with  remark¬ 
able  patience,  and  has  done  wonderfully 
well  under  all  the  circumstances.  It  has 
great  power  over  the  President,  and  great 
yiower  over  the  constitution,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  whatever  that  upon  the  whole  it 
[il/ir.  Gillies, 


has  worked  wonderfully  well.  But  I  chal¬ 
lenge  any  one  to  say  that  the  English  Con¬ 
stitution  has  not  worked  as  well  and  with¬ 
out  a  real  hitch.  I  challenge  any  one  to 
say  that  the  Constitution  of  these  colonies, 
workeil  by  many  men  with  no  previous 
experience  of  government,  has  nob  worked 
as  well  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  I  venture  to  say  it  has,  because 
we  liave  this  advantage  :  that  whenever 
any  body  of  men,  whether  it  be  a  govern¬ 
ment  or  a  house  of  representatives,  at¬ 
tempts  to  proceed  too  far,  or  behave  im¬ 
properly,  or  behave  unjustly,  or  not  carry 
out,  after  thorough  care  and  inquiry,  the 
delil>erate  wishes  of  the  people,  there  is  a 
means  provided  in  the  Constitution  by  whicli 
those  men  shall  be  displaced,  and  the  coun¬ 
try  represented  by  the  men  of  its  choice. 
Again,  some  people  may  be  inclined  to  ask, 
what  is  the  use  of  the  second  branch  of  the 
legislature  1  I  say  it  is  of  great  use.  Some¬ 
times  there  will  be  a  ditference  of  opinion 
between  men  in  the  popular  house ;  and 
whenever  it  comes,  sir,  to  a  conflict — such 
a  conflict  as  a  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  two  branches  may  bring  about — then 
I  say  public  opinion  will  be  able  to  decide 
the  question  ;  and  if  public  opinion  is  found 
to  be  reasonably  evenly  divided,  then,  of 
course,  there  will  be  no  chance  of  expecting 
that  the  second  branch  will  give  way.  But 
what  will  result  ?  A  most  important  thing 
will  result :  time  will  be  given  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  tlie  new  question  raised,  and 
time  is  a  most  important  element  in  our 
constitution.  It  cools  the  hot-headed,  and 
it  gives  confidence  to  those  who  believe 
they  are  right.  There  can  be  no  doubt  what¬ 
ever  that  there  are  occasions  when  the 
second  branches  of  legislatures  have  ])er- 
formed  important  work  in  our  constitutions 
by  affording  time  for  further  consideration. 
That  is  what  you,  ^Ir.  President,  and  what 
the  Speaker  of  every  legislative  assembly  in 
the  world  does.  If  two  parties  vote  equally, 
the  voice  of  Mr.  Speaker  is  invariably  given 
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— is  bound  by  constitutional  practice  to  be 
given — in  favour  of  delay.  All,  then,  that 
the  senate  would  do — when  the  two  houses 
disagreed,  and  when  it  appeared  that  the 
general  body  of  the  people  were  not  of 
one  mind — would  be  to  stand  firm  and 
give  an  opportunity  for  further  considera¬ 
tion,  and  they  might,  by  so  doing,  save  the 
nation  from  difficulty.  Another  question 
— and  I  will  touch  upon  it  very  briefly — 
is  that  with  which  you  have  dealt  in  your 
resolutions,  the  responsibility  of  ministers 
to  one  house  of  parliament,  that  being  the 
popular  branch,  it  being  understood  that 
so  long  as  they  possess  a  majority  of  votes 
in  the  popular  branch  of  the  legislature 
they  will  remain  in  office.  Now,  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  ministers,  as  we  all  know,  is  this  : 
that,  in  many  cases,  the  constitution  under 
which  they  exist  contains  no  provision  re¬ 
quiring  them,  of  necessity,  to  sit  in  Par¬ 
liament.  The  English  Constitution  con¬ 
tains  no  such  provision.  But,  for  all 
that,  we  know  that  the  law  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  governs  nearly  everything.  I  ven¬ 
ture  to  say  that  if  in  England  ministers 
did  not  sit  in  Parliament,  they  would  not 
live  one  day  longer.  It  is  the  practice  of 
the  Constitution.  Although  they  are  not 
compelled  under  the  law  to  make  their  ap¬ 
pearance  in  Parliament,  they  are  all  anxious 
to  do  so,  and  if  a  minister  be  defeated  in 
an  election  it  is  a  cause  of  great  heart¬ 
burning,  because  he  is  aware  that  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  that  he  should  appear  in  Parliament 
in  person.  The  English  practice  of  carry¬ 
ing  on  public  business  would  be  imprac¬ 
ticable  unless  ministers  appeared  in  Par¬ 
liament,  and  ministers  under  the  English 
Constitution  are  responsible  first  to  the 
Sovereign,  and  then  to  Parliament.  No 
doubt  Parliament  includes  two  branches — 
the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons.  But  it  is  well  know’n  that  if  the 
popular  branch  of  the  legislature,  the 
House  of  Commons,  does  not  approve  of  a 
ministry,  it  gets  rid  of  them  in  no  time. 


There  is  only  one  redress,  and  it  ls  this  : 
that  ministers  may  induce  the  Sovereign 
to  exercise  the  power  of  dissolution.  The 
popular  branch  of  the  legislature  being  the 
branch  which  determines  the  existence  of 
ministrie.s,evenif  you  inserted  no  provision 
on  the  subject  it  would  be  indispensable  that 
ministers  should  appear  in  that  branch. 
Their  political  existence  is  dependent  upon 
the  voice  of  the  popular  branch.  Of  what 
use,  therefore,  is  it  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the 
fact  1  It  is  said  that  it  is  not  well  that  the 
existence  of  ministers  should  depend  abso¬ 
lutely  upon  the  popular  branch  of  the  legis¬ 
lature.  If  hon.  members  will  insist  upon 
shutting  their  eyes  to  all  the  experience  of 
the  past  they  may  make  that  contention  ; 
but  I  challenge  any  one  to  point  to  a  single 
instance  of  such  a  thing  being  tolerated 
throughout  the  whole  experience  of  the 
British  Constitution.  It  is  necessaiy  to 
remember  that  ours  is  a  constitution  that 
is  not  every  constitution.  It  has  not  been 
made  up  of  parts  of  all  the  constitutions  of 
the  w'orld.  It  has  been  the  growth  of 
centuries;  it  is  based  upon  well-known 
principles  ;  its  working  is  well  recognised  ; 
and  he  who  runs  may  read  it. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  It  will  not  work  in  a 
federal  government  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES:  I  require  something 
more  than  a  mere  statement  to  thateflfect; 
I  require  some  proof  of  it.  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  the  hon.  member  could  point  to  one 
set  of  circumstances  in  which  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  as  it  is  pioposed  to  establish  it — 
ministers  being  responsible  to  only  one 
house  of  the  legislature — would  not  work. 
What  I  take  it,  sir,  that  you  desire  to  in¬ 
dicate  in  these  resolutions  is  that,  in  view 
of  the  working  of  the  British  Constitution, 
we  ought  to  follow  this  practice.  But  if 
I  am  a.sked  whether  it  is  indispensable 
that  this  particular  provision  should  be 
included  in  our  constitution,  I  say  that  it 
is  not  neces.sary — that  it  is  not  included 
in  the  British  Constitution,  and  that  it  is 
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nob  to  be  found  in  the  majority  of  our 
OAvn  constitutions.  The  only  provision  in 
the  Victorian  Constitution  affecting  the 
point  is  this  :  that  there  must  be  four 
ministers  sitting  in  Parliament.  Some 
of  these  iniglit  sit  in  the  Legislative  Coun¬ 
cil,  if  it  were  thought  proper.  But  if  you 
were  to  eliminate  this  proposition  com¬ 
pletely,  it  would  come  to  the  same  thing, 
because  ministers  must  depend  upon  the 
support  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  legis¬ 
lature.  If  the  House  of  Commons  finds  in 
existence,  or  has  thrust  upon  it,  a  ministry 
it  does  not  want,  what  does  it  do  ?  It  stops 
supply.  There  is  only  one  case  in  English 
history,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  in  which  a  go¬ 
vernment  succeeded  in  remaining  in  office 
when  supply  had  been  stopped.  I  refer  to 
the  well-known  Pitt  Government,  which 
remained  in  office  to  support  the  king,  and 
which  subsequently  appealed  to  the  coun¬ 
try.  But  under  any  circum'stances,  if  it 
be  conceded  that  every  government  will 
have  to  abide  by  the  will  of  the  popular 
branch  of  the  legislature,  it  cannot  liv^e,  it 
cannot  go  on  with  business,  if  that  branch 
be  opposed  to  its  existence.  I  ask  the 
lion,  member  who  just  now  interrupted 
me,  to  say  whether,  if  the  popular  branch 
of  the  legislature  under  the  new  constitu¬ 
tion  were  dissatisfied  with  the  government 
of  the  day,  and  if  an  hon.  member  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  carrying  a  vote  of  want  of  con- 
ffidence,  the  government  could  live  1  How 
could  it  possibly  live  unless  the  prime  min¬ 
ister  obtained  a  dissolution  from  the  go¬ 
vernor-general]  How  long  could  the  go¬ 
vernment  live  if  he  failed  to  obtain  that  dis¬ 
solution  ]  The  hon.  member,  ^Ir.  Gordon,  is 
going  round  the  subject  when  he  says  that 
the  practice  will  not  work  with  a  federal 
government,  because  we  all  know  perfectly 
well  that  the  support  of  the  popular  branch 
of  the  legislature  is  as  necessary  to  the 
oxistence  of  a  government  as  is  breath  to 
every  hon.  member.  One  word  upon  another 
question  and  I  have  finished.  I  can  scarcely 
[J/r.  Gillies^ 


help  calling  it  a  funny  question,  and  it  is 
all  the  more  funny  because  it  emanates 
from  some  gentlemen  who,  I  am  sure,  have 
had  a  long  experience  not  only  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  but  as  members  of  governments. 
They  appear  to  think — I  cannot  exactly 
make  out  why — that  a  government  .should 
be  formed  which  would  be  all-powerful, 
not  only  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
but  in  the  senate,  and  they  declare  that 
they  can  devise  a  way  by  which  all  the 
states  would  be  so  represented  that  they 
would  be  bound  to  get  fair  play.  I  will 
put  a  case.  I  will  assume,  sir,  that  you 
were  honored  by  the  representative  of 
your  Sovereign  in  the  person  of  our  first 
governor-general  by  being  asked  to  form 
the  first  federal  government,  and  that  you, 
with  your  long  experience,  following  out 
the  idea  hinted  at  the  otlier  day,  thought 
that  you  saw  your  way  to  a  long  political 
life  if  you  could  associate  with  yourself 
gentlemen  from  the  Parliament  of  Victoria. 
You  would  thus  have  a  government  repre¬ 
senting  New  South  "Wales  and  Victoria, 
and,  according  to  the  idea  set  forth  the 
other  day, it  w^ould  have  alife  extending  far 
beyond  the  ordinary  span  allotted  to  man. 
In  fact,  it  'would  never  bo  known  when 
you  could  be  put  out  of  office.  While  you 
were  supported  by  such  an  overwhelming 
majority,  representing  two  great  colonies, 
the  hopes  of  the  lesser  colonies  would  ex¬ 
pire.  A  suggestion  was  therefore  made 
that  it  would  be  wise  to  insert  a  provision 
in  the  constitution  that  each  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  should  be  represented  in  the  ministry 
as  nearly  as  possible.  It  is  remarkable 
to  hear  hon.  gentlemen  put  forth  such  a 
view.  Surely  their  experience  of  parlia¬ 
ment  teaches  them  differently.  I  will  as¬ 
sume  that  such  a  thing  as  has  been  described 
might  happen,  and  that  you,  sir,  might 
form  a  government  of  that  kind.  I  look 
around  this  hall,  and  I  can  see  gentlemen 
who  would  be  in  opposition  instantly, 
wdiether  you  represented  New  South  Wales 
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or  not.  There  is  my  hon.  friend,  Mr. 
Dibbs.  Do  you  think  that  he  would  sub¬ 
mit  to  sucli  a  government  1  It  would  be 
impossible.  There  are  a  number  of  other 
lion,  members  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Parliament  as  well  as  Mr.  Dibbs  who 
would  as  naturally  go  into  opposition  as 
they  would  take  their  breakfasts  if  they 
were  hungry. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  The  hon.  member  forgets 
that  the  proposition  came  from  a  Victorian 
delegate ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  If  the  hon.  gentleman 
is  correct  I  deplore  the  want  of  considera¬ 
tion  shown  by  a  Victorian  delegate, because 
it  must  be  self-evident  to  everybody  that  as 
soon  as  ever  a  governmentmight  be  formed, 
no  matter  what  it  might  represent,  an 
opposition  to  it  would  be  forthcoming  im¬ 
mediately.  If  some  gentlemen  from  Vic¬ 
toria  were  placed  in  the  government,  will 
any  intelligent  man  tell  me  that  there 
would  not  be  a  number  of  representatives 
from  Victoria  who  would  go  straight  into 
opposition  ?  That  w  ould  be  the  case  with 
respect  to  every  other  colony. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  The  hon.  member  is  reckon¬ 
ing  them  very  low  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  It  is  impossible  to  hnd 
gentlemen  who  will  agree  upon  every  point. 
I  am  taking  the  facts  as  I  find  them.  The 
universal  experience  is  that  there  never 
has  been  a  government  in  this  or  any  other 
country  which  has  not  had  a  very  fair 
amount  of  opposition.  I  do  not  assume 
that  the  membei's  of  those  oppositions  have 
been  dishonest  or  dishonorable.  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  men  hold  difierent  views 
from  many  of  the  view's  held  by  those  in 
office,  and  although  they  may  have  no  per¬ 
sonal  dislike  to  the  members  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  they  feel  that  it  is  their  duty  to 
watch  the  course  of  legislation.  You  may 
assign  whatever  reason  you  like.  It  is 
not  for  me  to  seek  for  reasons ;  I  take 
things  as  I  find  them.  If  any  man  ignores 
all  his  past  experience  he  is  very  unwise. 


Past  experience  teaches  me  that  as  soon 
as  a  government  is  in  office — if  it  bo  the 
best  government  under  heaven,  if  an  arch¬ 
angel  were  at  the  head  of  it — there  is  strong 
opposition  offered.  Therefore,  I  think  that 
this  great  fear  which  has  been  expressed 
.is  a  real  live  bogey. 

Mr.  Abbott  :  What  is  the  good  of  an 
opposition  if  it  is  not  strong  enough  %  Sir 
John  Macdonald  has  been  in  office  for 
thirteen  years  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  would  ask,  how  has 
he  kept  office  so  long  ?  Was  it  his  policy 
to  pick  the  members  of  his  government 
from  tw'o  great  parties'?  Not  at  all.  In 
order  to  remain  in  office  for  a  long  time 
he  adopted  the  course  which  has  been  sug¬ 
gested,  of  taking  the  members  of  his  go¬ 
vernment  from  the  various  provinces.  He 
did  not  render  himself  powerful  by  select¬ 
ing  ministers  from  two  great  factions  or 
colonies.  He  wished  to  convince  the  whole 
Dominion  of  Canada  of  his  fairness  and 
discrimination  by  selecting  capable  men 
from  the  various  colonies, 

Mr.  Gordon  :  Then  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  to  provide  that  that  should  be  done 
here  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  But  the  reason  given  is 
altogether  wrong.  It  was  said  that  if  two 
large  colonies  came  together  the  ministry 
w’Oiild  be  too  pow'erful.  But  I  point  out 
that  it  is  not  at  all  likely.  There  w^ould 
be  a  large  amount  of  opposition  to  a  min¬ 
istry  composed  in  such  a  manner.  Pro¬ 
bably  every  member  from  the  smaller  colo¬ 
nies  would  consider  it  such  a  rank  injus¬ 
tice  that  he  would  go  into  opposition  at 
once.  Whether  that  w'ould  be  the  case  or 
not,  that  is  not  the  principle  on  which  w'e 
should  work  our  constitution.  L^nques- 
tionably  it  will  be  to  the  interest  of  who¬ 
ever  is  called  upon  to  form  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  first  instance  to  select  those 
gentlemen  wdio  are  best  able  in  his  judg¬ 
ment  to  do  good  w'ork  for  the  federation, 
and  w’ho  at  the  same  time  will  fairly  and 
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truly  represent  the  whole  of  this  conti¬ 
nent.  If  you  frame  your  constitution  and 
form  your  ministry  with  an  anxious  de¬ 
sire  to  do  justice  and  give  fair  play  to  all, 
without  reference  to  the  idiosyncracies  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  and  without  calculating  whether 
or  not  you  will  secure  one  or  two  votes,  I 
feel  perfectly  satisfied  your  ministry  wdll 
be  fairly  received  by  both  branches  of  the 
legislature^  The  ministry  will  be  bound 
to  give  satisfaction  to  the  popular  branch 
of  the  legislature,  and  if  they  do  their  duty 
they  vs’ill  give  satisfaction  to  both  houses. 

Mr.  CLARK  :  At  one  stage  of  this  de¬ 
bate  I  felt  disinclined  to  take  any  part  in 
it,  firstly,  because  the  opinions  I  hold  upon 
the  several  subjects  embraced  in  the  reso¬ 
lutions  had  been  fully  and  forcibly  ex¬ 
pressed  by  speakers  who  had  preceded  me ; 
secondly,  because  the  ground  traversed  by 
those  speakers — and  over  which  I  shall 
have  to’ follow  them — will  have  to  be  tra¬ 
velled  over  again  when  we  go  into  Com¬ 
mittee  to  consider  the  resolutions  seriatim. 
But  upon  stating  this  disinclination  to  a 
member  of  the  Convention,  he  suggested 
that  it  was  desirable,  before  we  went  into 
Committee,  that  every  member  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  should  take  part  in  this  debate, 
so  that  every  member  should  as  far  as 
possible  know  the  exact  position  of  every 
other  member  \vith  regard  to  the  particular 
questions  on  which  there  may  be  the  most 
divergence  of  opinion,  so  that  the  direc¬ 
tions  in  which  mutual  approaches  are 
required,  in  order  that  a  satisfactory  com¬ 
promise  may  be  effected,  may  be  ascer¬ 
tained  at  as  early  a  stage  as  possible 
in  our  proceedings.  Acting  upon  that 
suggestion,  I  have  determined  to  address 
the  Convention  to-day,  and  to  attempt 
to  place  before  hon.  members  the  opinions 
which  I  hold  on  those  subjects  respecting 
which  the  most  divergence  of  opinion  has 
up  tp  the  present  time  been  expressed.  I 
hold  what  may  be  considered  very  strong 
and  decided  opinions  upon  some  of  these 
\Mr,  GiUies. 


questions;  at  the  same  time,  I  believe  there 
is  no  hon.  member  more  ready  to  meet 
other  hon.  members  in  compromise,  and 
to  give  away  very  much  that  I  value  for 
the  sake  of  the  principle  and  substance 
of  federation.  I  suppose  that  in  political, 
as  in  private  life,  we  all  have  our  ideals; 
but  it  is  not  given  to  any  man  to  realise 
his  ideal  fully,  either  in  private  or  public 
concerns.  I  do  not  expect  my  ideals  to  be 
realised  in  the  federal  constitution  about 
to  be  framed,  and  I  do  not  think  any 
other  member  expects  that  his  ideal  w^ill 
be  realised.  But  it  may  be  that  upon  ex¬ 
changing  our  private  opinions,  we  shail 
each  see  in  the  ideals  of  others  some  very 
important  points  that  never  appeared  to 
us  before,  and  for  which  w'e<<Rre  willing 
to  exchange  or  sacrifice  something  which 
at  one  time  we  thought  essential.  The 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  appears  to  have 
something  like  a  horror  of  a  written  con¬ 
stitution.  He  wants  everything  to  be 
left  to  usage  and  custom,  and  no  doubt 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in  favour 
of  an  elastic  constitution,  which^goes  very 
much  upon  usage  and  custom.  But  I  should 
like  to  point  ouk'to  that  hon.  gentleman  a 
fact  which  he  may  have  overlooked,  but 
which  he  will  at  onc^ recognise  to  be  a  fact 
when  I  say  to  him  that  we  are  inevitably 
committed  to  the  adoption  of  a  w^ritten  con¬ 
stitution  in  the  matter  of  federation,  and  to 
one  which  must,  to  some  extent,  be  very 
rigid.  M^e  have  had  that  experience 
already  in  the  Australasian  colonies.  We 
hear  hon.  members  talk  about  living 
under  the  British  Constitution  and  work¬ 
ing  our  constitution  upon  the  same  lines  ; 
but  we  have  not  the  British  Constitution 
in  these  colonies.  Each  colony  has  a 
written  constitution,  and  we  find  on  trac¬ 
ing  the  constitutional  history  of  these 
colonies  tliat  one  thing  after  another  has 
been  provided  by  law  which  was  not 
thought  necessary  to  be  inserted  in  the 
constitutions  first  given  to  the  colonies. 


liesolutions. 


243 


Federal  C<ya8tituiion  :  [11  March,  1891.] 


For  instance,  in  my  own  colony,  and  in 
South  Australia,  there  is  nothing  said 
about  ministers  at  all,  except  that  a  civil 
list  is  provided  for  her  Majesty,  including 
the  judges  and  a  few  other  officers  named, 
such  as  the  attorney -general,  the  solici¬ 
tor-general,  and  the  colonial  secretary. 
But  when  we  come  to  the  Constitution 
of  Victoria  we  find  it  positively  provided 
that  there  shall  be  four  ministers — not 
mentioned  as  officers  of  the  civil  service 
by  name,  but  simply  referred  to  by  the 
indefinite  name  of  ministers — in  parlia¬ 
ment.  When  we  come  to  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  Queensland  we  find  a  provision, 
that  there  shall  be  a  certain  number  of 
ministers,  six,  I  think,  who  may  hold  such 
offices  and  have  such  names  as  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  from  time  to  time  may  assign 
to  them.  We  are,  therefore,  going  more 
and  more  in  the  direction  of  written  con¬ 
stitutions  every  year  that  these  colonies 
exist ;  and  with  regard  to  the  task  now 
before  us  wo  are  going  to  take  a  very 
much  larger  step  than  has  yet  been  taken 
in  the  saipe  direction.  We  are  here,  Mr. 
President,  to  consider  and  report  upon  an 
adequate  scheme  for  a  federal  constitution 
for  the  Australasian  colonies,  and  I  should 
like  hon.  members  to  pause  and  think  seri¬ 
ously  what  is  meant  by  the  words  of  our 
commission,  as  I  may  call  it — the  resolution 
passed  at  the  conference  in  Melbourne — 
under  which  we  are  appointed.  A  federal 
constitution  is  a  totally  new  thing  to  these 
colonies,  and  I  may  say  a  totally  new  thing, 
in  the  sense  in  which  wc  understand  it,  to 
the  British  empire,  because  it  is  generally 
understood  that  we  are  not  going  to  follow 
the  lines  of  the  Canadian  Dominion.  I 
have  an  aversion  to  overloading  a  speech 
with  quotations.  I  know  it  only  tends  to 
weary  members,  and  to  deprive  the  speaker 
of  that  attention  which  he  would  like  to 
secure ;  but  I  have  two  quotations  which 
I  intend  to  offer  to  hon.  members  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  observations  I  shall  make. 


and  I  shall  read  the  first  one  at  this  time. 
It  consists  only  of  a  few  lines  from  the 
English  author  who  ha.s  studied  the  most 
closely,  and  written  the  most  exhaustively 
on  federal  government — Mr.  E.  A.  Free¬ 
man,  the  eminent  historian  of  the  Norman 
conquest.  He  says  with  regard  to  federal 
government  in  general  ; 

That  ideal  in  its  highest  and  most  ela)x)rate 
development  is  the  most  finished  and  the  most 
artificial  production  of  political  ingenuity.  It 
is  hardly  possible  that  federal  government  can 
attain  its  perfect  form  except  in  a  highly  refined 
age,  and  among  a  people  whose  political  educa¬ 
tion  has  already  stretched  over  many  generations. 

Now,  if  the  task  set  before  us  Ls  to  frame 
a  constitution,  and  to  produce  a  govern¬ 
ment  upon  the  lines  indicated  in  the  quota¬ 
tion  from  Mr.  Freeman,  I  think  we  shall 
have  to  depart  very  widely  from  the  stan¬ 
dard  which  Mr.  Gillies  has  set  up  and  go  a 
great  deal  in  the  direction  wffiich  he  seemed 
to  deprecate,  and  that  was,  to  depart  from 
the  beaten  track  ;  we  shall  have  to  depart 
from  the  beaten  track  very  much  indeed. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Why  not  1 

Mr.  CLABK :  The  hon.  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  who,  I  regret  to  see,  is 
prevented  from  attending  here  to-day  on 
account  of  indisposition,  very  properly  and 
very  wisely  told  us  at  the  outset  of  his 
speech  that  we  liad  two  very  important 
things  to  consider  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  One  was  the  respective  powers  of 
the  two  houses,  and  tlie  other  theposition  of 
the  executive,  and  I  thoroughly  agree  with 
thatgentleman,  and  those  who  followed  liim, 
in  saying  that  a  second  chamber  in  a  federal 
constitution  must  be  a  very  different  thing 
from  a  second  chamber  in  a  unified  com¬ 
munity.  Some  hon.  members  seem  to  be 
led  away  altogether  by  mere  names.  Be¬ 
cause  it  is  called  a  second  chamber  or  a 
senate  they  appear  to  me  to  be  incapable 
of  diverting  their  minds  from,  the  nature 
and  composition  of  tlie  second  chambers 
or  senates  of  which  they  liave  had  experi¬ 
ence.  We  call  that  chair  and  tliat  table 
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both  pieces  of  furniture,  and  they  are 
made  of  the  same  material  ;  bub  they  per¬ 
form  ver}-  different  functions  and  are  inado 
for  very  different  purposes;  and  as  tlie 
chair  differs  from  the  table  in  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  its  manufacturer  and  the  use  to 
which  it  is  put,  although  they  are  both 
articles  of  furniture,  so  this  second  chamber 
or  senate  in  our  federal  constitution  will  be 
a  totally  different  institution,  and  created 
for  different  purposes  and  different  func¬ 
tions  altogether,  from  those  performed  by 
the  second  chambers  in  the  colonies  at  the 
present  time.  But  before  I  proceed  to  deal 
definitely  with  the  question  of  the  power 
which  should  be  given  to  this  second  cham¬ 
ber,  1  should  like  to  deal  first  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  responsible  gov^ernment;  because, 
believing  that  the  second  chamber,  or  senate, 
ought  to  have  the  power  which  has  been 
claimed  for  it  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  and 
other  hon.  members,  I  also  believe,  with 
those  gentlemen,  that  the  position  of  the 
executive  demands  from  us  the  most  careful 
consideration.  Not  that  I  wish  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  for  one  moment  to  think  that  I  would 
like  to  see  embodied  in  the  federal  consti¬ 
tution  any  distinct  proposals  committing 
us  to  the  American  or  to  the  Swiss  system. 
I  merely  wish  to  have  a  constitution  as 
elastic  as  was  asked  for  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  so  that  if  it  is 
found  that  responsible  government,  as  we 
understand  it,  cannot  be  worked  under  the 
constitution,  there  may  be  room  and  op¬ 
portunity  left  to  adopt  some  other  system. 
The  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  is  a  very 
great  believer  in  responsible  government, 
and,  if  I  may  say  so,  sang  its  praises 
very  eulogistically  in  the  admirable  speech 
he  delivered  to  the  Convention;  and  he 
asked,  as  if  he  challenged  an  answer, 
whether  it  had  not  w'orked  admirably  in 
these  colonies,  and  quite  as  well  as  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Well, 
I  accept  that  challenge  at  once,  and  I 
tell  the  hon.  gentleman  that  in  these 
[3/r.  Clarke 


colonies  responsible  government  has  been 
at  the  same  time  a  success  and  a  failure. 
As  a  working  machine,  it  has  always  been 
a  success.  It  has  been  able  to  move,  and 
the  legislatures  which  have  had  responsible 
government  associated  with  them  have 
always  been  able  to  do  their  work.  But 
has  that  work  been  of  the  highest  or  the 
best  possible  type  ?  Has  not  the  veiy 
existence  of  responsible  government  very 
often  lowered  the  character  and  quality  of 
legislation  1  I  do  not  think  there  is  an 
hon.  member  in  this  chamber  who  has  had 
experience  of  it  who  will  deny  that  such 
has  been  the  case ;  and  if  it  could  be  pos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  devise  a  system  which  would 
give  us  legislation  of  a  higher  and  better 
character,  free  from  the  blemishes  and 
blotches  which  responsible  government  has 
forced  upon  the  legislation  of  the  colonies 
in  the  past,  I  think  we  all  ought  to  rejoice 
to  try  such  a  system.  Net  that  I  am  pre¬ 
pared  to  suggest  any  one,  cut  and  dried,  at 
the  present  moment ;  but  when  we  hear 
the  praises  of  a  certain  system  sung  in  the 
way  in  which  they  have  been  sung  in  this 
Convention,  I  think  it  only  right  that 
those  who  hold  a  different  opinion,  and 
who  have  formed  their  opinion  from  per¬ 
sonal  experience,  should  speak  out  and 
express  their  convictions  upon  the  matter. 
If  I  wished  to  quote  authorities  upon  the 
disadvantages  and  defects  of  responsible 
government,  I  could  go  to  very  competent 
observers,  and  on  the  maxim  that  ‘‘  On¬ 
lookers  often  see  most  of  the  game,”  I 
might  think  that  it  would  be  a  trump 
card  to  quote  the  opinions  of  American 
and  English  authors  who  have  w^atched 
the  working  of  responsible  government  in 
tliese  colonies  ;  but  I  will  refrain  from 
doing  so,  and  will  only  quote  the  opinion 
of  a  colonial  statesman.  The  quotation 
which  I  am  now  about  to  inflict  upon  hon. 
members  is  the  second  and  only  other  quo¬ 
tation  which  I  shall  make  in  the  course 
of  my  remarks.  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
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Deakin,  spoke  very  highly  of  Chief  J ustice 
Higinbotham,  both  as  a  statesman  and  as 
a  lawyer,  and  I  think  that  I  yield  nothing 
to  the  hon.  member  in  my  admiration  for 
tlie  character,  ability,  and  patriotism  of 
that  gentleman.  It  was  my  extreme  plea¬ 
sure,  some  years  ago,  to  hear  him  deliver 
a  speech  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Victoria,  and  that  speech  was  so  full  of 
high  thought  and  eloquence  that  it  im¬ 
pressed  itself  permanently  on  my  mind, 
and  whenever  this  question  of  responsible 
government  crops  up  I  think  immediately 
of  a  passage  in  it,  with  which  I  am  so 
familiar  that  I  can  always  go  at  once  to 
Hansard  and  pick  it  out.  It  reads  as 
follows : — 

I  do  not  know  whether  hon.  members  have 
observed  it ;  but  it  ought  to  be  observed,  that 
there  are  many  persons  now'  in  this  country 
who  have  even  begun  to  question  the  foundations 
of  our  Constitution — to  ask,  What  is  the  use 
of  responsible  government ;  what  good  can  pos¬ 
sibly  come  out  of  this  House  ?’*  These  feelings 
of  distrust  and  disapproval  are,  if  I  do  not  mis¬ 
take,  almost  entirely  occasioned  and  generated 
by  the  accursed  system  under  which  the  party  on 
this  side  of  the  House  are  always  striving  to 
murder  the  reputations  of  the  party  on  the  other 
side,  in  order  to  leap  over  the  dead  bodies  of 
their  reputations  on  to  the  seats  in  the  Treasury 
bench. 

I  think  that  that  description  is  as  appli¬ 
cable  to  every  legislature  in  the  Australian 
colonics  now,  as  it  appeared  to  Chief  Jus¬ 
tice  Higinbotham  to  be  applicable  to  the 
legislature  of  Victoria  at  the  time  at  w'hich 
he  spoke. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  What  about  the  language 
of  parties  in  America  ? 

iMr.  CLARK  :  If  the  hon.  gentleman 
wishes  me  to  diverge  at  this  moment,  I 
will  answer  him,  and  say  that  party  go¬ 
vernment  is  just  as  strong  in  America  as 
it  is  in  the  Australian  colonies,  or  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Without  responsible  go¬ 
vernment  ! 

Mr.  CLARK  :  But  it  cannot  upset  the 
ministry  for  the  time-being  simply  for  the 


purpose  of  up.setting  them  and  getting  their 
2>laces,  and  for  no  other  reason  whatever. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Perhaps  they  ought  to 
be  upset,  but  cannot  be  ! 

]Mr.  CLARK  :  In  connection  with  this 
question  of  responsible  government,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  opinion  of  a  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Convention  that  some  pro¬ 
vision  ought  to  be  put  in  the  constitution 
to  the  effect  that  the  portfolios  should  be 
equally  distributed  among  the  differentcolo- 
nies.  I  know  that  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Gillies,  deprecates  such  a  distribution  ;  but 
other  hon.  members  appear  to  think  very 
strongly  upon  the  point,  and  if  their  wishes 
should  j)revail,  I  can  only  say  that  the  pro¬ 
blem  of  working  the  system  of  responsible 
government  under  the  federation  would  be 
made  yet  more  conflicting  and  difficult  than 
it  would  otherwise  be.  We  must  always  re¬ 
member  that  the  system  has  undergone  new 
developments  in  this  country,  differing  from 
any  which  it  has  undergone  in  the  mother 
country.  The  questions  considered  crucial, 
and  on  which  ministries  go  out  of  office  here, 
are  not  the  questions  upon  which  they  go  out 
of  office  in  England ;  and  the  questions  on 
which  minis  tides  would  go  out  of  office  in 
England  are  not  considered  of  sufficient 
importance  in  these  colonies  to  cause  a 
change.  But  the  question  of  responsible 
government  in  connection  with  our  federal 
constitution  only  becomes  of  chief  import¬ 
ance  to  us  in  connection  with  the  question 
of  the  distribution  of  powers  between  the 
two  branches  of  the  legislature;  and  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
the  relation  of  the  two  branches  of  the 
legislature  in  the  proposed  new  constitu¬ 
tion,  more  particularly  with  the  question 
of  what  power  or  what  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  shall  be  given  to  the  second  chamber, 
which  has  been  spol^en  of  sometimes  as  a 
senate  and  sometimes  as  a  states  house.  I 
agree  altogether  with  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griflith,  and  a  number  of  other 
speakers  who  have  preceded  me,  that  the 
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senate  or  states  house  ouglit  to  have  what 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  GrilHth,  has 
very  properly  and  concisely  styled  the 
power  of  veto  in  detail  with  regard  to 
money  bills,  but  not  the  power  of  initia¬ 
tion.  I  think,  perhaps,  it  would  be  a  con¬ 
venient  coui'se,  at  the  very  outset  of  my 
argument  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  to 
reply  to  the  challenge  thrown  out  by  the 
bon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  when  he  asks, 
‘‘  Why  not  also  claim  for  it  the  power  of 
initiation?”  Well,  I  would  tell  him  why 
I  think  we  may  very  w^ell  claim  the  power 
of  veto  in  detail,  and  yet  not  claim  the 
right  of  initiation.  In  the  course  of  the 
debate  it  has  been  said  that  government 
is  finance  and  finance  is  government.  I 
do  not  altogether  agree  with  that  maxim, 
but  there  is  a  large  amount  of  truth  in  it, 
and  I  agree  with  it  so  far  as  to  admit  at 
once  that  deadlocks  with  regard  to  finance 
are  more  serious  and  more  injurious  than 
deadlocks  with  regard  to  any  other  sub¬ 
ject.  We  can  easily  see  that  if  both 
houses  have  the  power  of  initiating  money 
bills,  we  might  have  two  adverse  financial 
policies  before  the  country  at  the  same 
time,  and  each  house  would  be  prejudiced 
in  favour  of  its  own,  and  there  would  be 
a  more  serious  kind  of  deadlock  than  any 
that  has  yet  occurred  with  regard  to  money 
matters  in  any  colony  or  any  country  with 
which  I  have  any  acquaintance,  either 
peraonally  or  by  reading.  It  is  quite  pro¬ 
bable — in  fact,  I  believe  it  has  occurred 
in  past  times — that  two  difierent  bills  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  same  subject  may  be  intro¬ 
duced  in  two  different  branches  of  the  same 
legislature.  But  they  have  not  produced 
the  serious  deadlocks  and  the  injurious 
consequences  which  would  be  produced  by 
the  initiation  of  two  adverse  financial 
policies  ;  and  for  that  reason  alone  I  think 
initiation  ought  to  be  confined  to  the  one 
house,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  that  is  a 
very  good  and  sufficient  answer  to  the  ob¬ 
jection  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies. 

[J/r.  Clark. 


In  dealing  with  finance  we  are  dealing  with 
what  is  admitted  to  be  a  very  special,  and 
wdiat  is  commonly  called  a  very  peculiar 
question.  Deadlocks  or  adverse  policies 
with  I'egard  to  finance  would  produce  more 
embarrassing  conditions  than  adverse  poli¬ 
cies  with  regard  to  any  other  subject.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  House  of  Lords  is  not 
deprived  by  law  of  the  right  to  initiate 
money  bills ;  and,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
it  did  once  attempt  to  initiate  a  tax  in  the 
shape  of  a  paper  duty.  Of  course,  when 
the  bill  came  to  the  House  of  Commons 
it  became  a  dead  thing  ;  I  believe  it  was 
laid  beneath  the  table.  Still,  there  was  a 
positive  assertion  of  a  legal  right  to  in¬ 
itiate  a  money  bill,  and  it  is  only  by  cus¬ 
tom  that  that  power  has  fallen  into  dis¬ 
use.  But  it  is  not  so  much  that  the  House 
of  Lords,  out  of  any  consideration  to  the 
smooth  working  of  the  government,  or  from 
motives  of  j^ublic  policy,  has  resigned  that 
right.  It  comes  about  in  this  manner  : 
that  we  have  responsible  government  and 
the  unity  of  the  cabinet  in  connection 
with  the  British  Constitution,  and  no  tax 
can  be  proposed  except  by  message  from 
the  Crown.  And  the  cabinet,  being  united 
and  working  together,  of  course  it  could 
only  propose  to  tax  in  one  house  or  the 
other.  Therefore,  even  if  the  House  of  Lords 
did  have  the  right  of  initiating  taxation,  it 
would  not  produce  any  ill  consequences 
whilst  you  have  responsible  government, 
and  the  cabinet  is  working  in  unity,  with 
the  condition  that  no  tax  can  be  imposed  ex¬ 
cept  by  message  from  the  Crown.  If  every 
proposal  to  impose  a  tax  must  come  from 
the  cabinet,  it  becomes  a  mere  matter  of 
detail  or  of  expediency  whether  it  should 
be  introduced  into  one  house  or  the  other. 
But  when  we  come  to  America,  where  they 
have  no  responsible  government,  and  the 
cabinet  does  not  propose  taxation,  then  it 
becomes  necessary  to  confine  the  right  of 
initiation  in  the  constitution  to  one  branch 
of  the  legislature  j  and  we  ought,  on  the 


Resolutions, 


247 


Federal  Constitution :  [11  March,  1891.] 


same  lines,  to  confine  the  riglit  of  initiation 
to  one  branch  of  the  legislature,  although 
wo  may  commence  with  respon.sible  govern¬ 
ment,  because  the  time  may  come  when  we 
may  change  our  system.  I  do  not  say  that 
that  time  ever  will  come,  but  it  may  come, 
and  if,  in  the  future,  we  should  cease  to 
have  responsible  government,  and  to  act  on 
the  rule  of  every  tax  being  proposed  by 
message  from  the  Crown,  it  would  be  very 
awkward  indeed  for  both  branches  of  the 
legislature  to  have  the  right  of  initiation. 
Those  who  believe  in  giving  to  the  senate 
or  states  house  the  right  of  vetoing  money 
bills  in  detail,  are  also  in  favour  of  giving 
each  state  an  equal  representation  in  that 
branch  of  the  legislature;  and  the  strongest 
argument  I  have  yet  heard  against  the 
double  proposal  to  give  the  colonies  equal 
representation  in  that  house,  and  to  give 
it  the  pow'er  of  veto  in  detail  in  regard  to 
finance,  has  come  from  the  hon.  members, 
Mr.  Munro  and  Mr.  Wrixon,  w’ho  both  said 
that  it  would  lead  to  the  minority  ruling 
the  majority.  Now,  both  these  gentlemen 
seem  to  think  that  the  British  Constitu¬ 
tion  in  particular,  and  representative  go¬ 
vernment  in  general,  isfoundedon  tbeprin- 
ci})le  of  an  absolute  rule  of  the  majority. 
I  take  leave  to  flatly  contradict  that  state¬ 
ment.  Neither  the  representative  govern¬ 
ment  in  general  nor  the  British  Constitu¬ 
tion  in  particular  is  built  on  the  system  of 
the  absolute  rule  of  the  majority.  There 
are  men,  both  jwlitical  writers  and  states¬ 
men,  who  have  advocated  thatprinciple,  and 
who  have  argued  for  equal  and  single  elec¬ 
toral  disti'icts  in  support  of  that,  doctrine. 
But  single  and  equal  electoral  districts  have 
never  yet  been  adopted  in  England,  and 
have  not  been  adopted,  so  far  as  I  know, 
in  any  of  the  Australian  colonies.  The 
electoral  districts  remain  at  the  present 
time,  both  in  the  Australian  colonies  and 
in  England,  very  unequal  in  numbers, 
and  as  to  the  amount  of  representation 
assigned  to  them  ;  and  the  consequence  is 


that  many  important  measures  are  decided 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  are  decided 
in  every  colonial  legislature,  by  a  majority 
in  that  legislature  who  were  returned  by, 
and  who  represent,  an  absolute  minority  of 
electors.  This  may  seem  a  very  startling 
statement,  but  Mr.  Fawcett,  who  has  taken 
a  great  interest  in  this  question,  and 
who  has  very  strenuously  advocated  the 
adoption  of  the  system  known  as  Hare’s 
for  the  purpose  of  remedying  it,  has 
made  some  very  instructive  and  curi¬ 
ous  analyses  of  important  facts  in  re¬ 
ference  to  the  matter.  And  lie  did  not  go 
back  to  the  old  days  before  the  Reform 
Bill  of  1832  ;  but  he  took  the  House  of 
Commons  of  1868,  after  several  refoim 
bills  had  been  passed  greatly  extending 
the  franchise,  and  endeavouring  to  attain 
to  approximate,  equal  representation  as  far 
as  conditions  w’^ould  allow  ;  and  yet,  after 
those  wide-searching  reforms  he  found  that 
ten  successful  candidates  at  the  general 
election — I  think  it  was  of  1868 — only 
polled  1,873  votes,  whilst  ten  unsuccess¬ 
ful  candidates  polled  83,2 1 7  votes.  In  two 
most  important  measures — one  the  Trades- 
Unions  Bill,  and  the  other  the  Contagious 
Diseases  Act — two  important  clauses  were 
pas.sed  by  a  majority  of  members  who  re¬ 
presented  only  287,000  electors,  whilst 
the  minority  in  that  division  represented 
677,000.  The  absolute  rule  of  the  major¬ 
ity  has  never  yet  been  accepted  as  the 
principle  of  the  British  Constitution,  nor 
is  it  the  principle  of  representative  go¬ 
vernment.  Representative  government  is 
not  an  expedient  or  a  makeshift  to  ob¬ 
viate  the  necessity  of  having  every  man 
brought  into  one  chamber  to  give  his  vote; 
but  it  is  a  substantial  institution  devised 
for  the  special  purpose  of  endeavouring,  so 
far  as  possible,  to  get  the  intelligence  and 
the  judgment  of  the  community  to  decide 
what  shall,  and  wliat  shall  not,  be  law, 
and  not  simply  to  count  mere  heads.  Of 
course  it  is  presumed,  and  very  naturally, 
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that  there  will  be  more  intelligence  and 
judgment  in  the  majority  than  in  the 
minority.  But  it  is  not  always  the  case, 
and  while  we  presume  that  the  majority 
will  have  a  prepond emnce  of  intelligence 
and  judgment  among  them,  we  always 
have  to  remember  that,  for  the  time-being, 
with  regard  to  any  measure,  they  may  not 
have  the  prepondei'ance  of  judgment  and 
intelligence,  and  we  must  always  give  the 
minority  an  opportunity  to  prove  that  it  is 
right  and  to  become  the  majority.  In  fact, 
we  must  always  challenge  the  majority  for 
the  time-being  to  legitimatise  itself,  and 
prove  that  it  has  the  preponderance  of  judg¬ 
ment  and  reason  and  intelligence  on  its  side. 
That  is  the  object  of  all  representative  insti¬ 
tutions  ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  argument  to 
say  that  the  proposal  to  give  equal  repre¬ 
sentation  and  veto  in  detail  to  the  senate 
must  occasionally  give  the  minority  the 
]>0'wer  of  preventing  any  measure  from 
being  passed.  That  happens  every  day, 
and  will  happen  under  all  representative 
systems,  even  if  you  have  equal  electoral 
districts.  The  Frenchmen  are  supposed 
to  be  more  in  love  with  theory  and  w-ith 
political  symmetry  than  Englishmen  are, 
and  in  their  endeavour  to  establish  the 
absolute  rule  of  the  majority  they  have 
decided  that  if  three  or  four  candidates 
stand  for  an  electoral  district  in  France, 
and  the  one  at  the  top  of  the  poll  does  not 
get  an  absolute  majority  of  all  the  electors 
polled,  the  two  or  three  candidates  who 
obtained  the  largest  numbers  of  votes  shall 
go  to  the  poll  again.  I  undertake  to  say 
that  if  you  proposed  to  have  such  a  provi¬ 
sion  in  our  constitution  the  very  first  men 
to  denounce  it  as  theoretical,  visionary, 
and  un-English,  vrould  be  the  members  of 
this  Convention  wdio  have  denounced  the 
proposal  of  ecjual  representation  in  the 
senate.  They  are  not  prepared  to  go  the 
whole  length  of  the  principle  they  advo¬ 
cate,  and  boldly  to  attempt  to  establish  the 
absolute  rule  of  tlie  majority.  Even  in  the 
[J/r.  Clark, 


election  of  the  President  of  America  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  absolute  rule  of  the  majority  is 
not  exercised.  Every  man  has  not  an  equal 
right  to  vote  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  mass  of  the  electors  only 
elect  a  certain  number  of  electors  in  every 
state,  and  those  electors  are  selected  on 
exactly  the  same  principle  as  tlie  congres¬ 
sional  delegation ;  that  is  to  say,  each  state 
elects  as  many  electors  as  it  has  members 
of  Congress,  including  both  branches ;  and 
the  consequence  is  that  repeatedly  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  SUites  has  been  elected 
by  an  absolute  minority  of  the  people  of  that 
country.  The  gentleman  w^ho  at  present 
holds  the  position  was  elected  by  an  abso¬ 
lute  minority.  Mr.  Cleveland  received  an 
absolute  majority  of  primary  votes.  The 
Americans  submit  to  that  state  of  things, 
and  never  indulge  in  a  revolution  to  upset 
it.  With  all  their  love  of  democracy  and 
republicanism,  the}"  have  never  yet  commit¬ 
ted  themselves  to  that  w"ide  and  uncertain 
sea  of  the  absolute  rule  of  the  majority, 
but  they  have  adhered  to  the  definite  prin¬ 
ciple  of  representative  government  and  con¬ 
stitutional  system,  and  they  abide  by  it 
even  when  tlie  minority  for  the  time  carry 
the  point  at  issue.  But  it  has  been 
said  that  the  great  objection  to  giving 
the  senate  the  powers  that  some  of  us 
would  claim  for  it,  and  giving  equal  repre¬ 
sentation,  is  that  it  %vould  not  so  directly 
represent  the  people.  The  lion,  member, 
Mr.  Deakin,  seemed  to  me  to  be  prepared 
to  give  it  the  power  which  w'e  claim  for  it 
if,  in  his  own  language,  it  could  be  said 
“to  represent  the  reason  and  manhood  of 
the  respective  colonies.”  I  am  quite  pre¬ 
pared  to  accept  any  suggestion  for  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  senate  which  will  produce  that 
result.  That  is  all  that  any  of  us  want, 
and  if  the  hon.  member,  IVIr.  Deakin,  or 
any  other  lion,  member,  can  show  us  that 
by  direct  election  by  the  people  the  sena¬ 
tors  vrould  more  directly  represent  the 
manhood  and  judgment  of  the  states,  I,  for 
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one,  should  ho  veiy  pleased  indeed  to  give 
my  adherence  to  a  proposal  of  that  kind. 
Now,  it  is  said  that  if  the  senate  or  states 
house  lias  co-ordinate  power  given  to  it 
witli  tlie  other  branch  of  the  legislature, 
or,  to  be  more  particular,  if  it  really  has 
the  power  of  veto  in  detail  given  to  it  in 
regard  to  finance,  it  will  soon  become  the 
more  powerful  house  of  the  two,  and  the 
other  house  will  deteriorate ;  and  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
America  has  been  quoted  in  support  of 
that  statement.  I  quite  admit  that  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  has  alway.s 
commanded  the  attention  of  the  world 
more  than  has  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  and  that  the  majority  of  the  great  in¬ 
tellects  who  have  ajipeared  in  the  political 
arena  of  America  have  during  the  greater 
part  of  their  careers  exerted  their  influence 
and  performed  their  work  in  that  particu¬ 
lar  branch  of  the  legislature.  But  it  is 
too  sweeping  an  assertion  to  say  that  on 
account  of  the  power  which  that  Senate 
jwssesses  the  other  house  has  deteriorated. 
If  it  has  deteriorated  at  all,  it  has  done  so 
for  a  variety  of  reasons.  Amongst  the 
reasons  which  have  been  given  for  it,  is  the 
shortness  of  its  term  compared  with  the 
length  of  the  term  of  the  Senate,  and  that, 
I  believe,  has  been  a  very  powerful  factor 
in  making  able  and  prominent  men  desire 
to  have  a  seat  in  the  Senate  rather  than  in 
the  House  of  Representatives.  But  I  take 
up  the  challenge  boldly,  that  that  house  is 
the  inferior  chamber  that  some  writers 
and  some  speakers  have  described  it  to  be. 
We  know  that  the  Speaker  of  that  house  is 
possibly  the  most  powerful  personage  in 
Congress,  and  that  he  has  ra})idly  been  ac¬ 
quiring  powers  and  a  position  more  like 
those  of  the  Premier  of  England  than  any 
other  man  in  the  American  Government. 
The  chairmen  of  the  various  committees  in 
in  that  branch  of  the  legislature  are  also 
very  i)owerful  personages,  and  I  believe 
exercise  as  much,  if  not  more,  influence  in 


the  legislature  of  the  country  than  does  any 
private  member  of  the  Senate.  And  there 
is  this  very  important  fact,  which  we  can¬ 
not  overlook,  namely,  that  the  majority 
of  the  great  men  of  America  who  are  now 
knowm  to  the  world  in  connection  with 
American  history,  and  who  helped  to  make 
America  what  it  is  to-day,  have  been  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  branch  of  the  legislature  at  one 
time  or  other  of  their  career.  The  names  of 
the  matchless  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  and 
Clay,  Calhoun,  Webster,  Garfield,  and  Lin¬ 
coln  all  occur  to  me  as  those  of  men  who  com¬ 
menced  their  career  in  that  branch  of  the 
legislature  and  who  adorned  it  w’hile  they 
w’ere  in  it,  and  some  of  them  never  left  it, 
except,  as  in  the  case  of  Garfield,  when  he 
left  it  to  be  President  of  the  United  States. 
And  we  have  the  brilliant  instance  of  John 
Quincy  Adams,  who,  after  serving  his  coun¬ 
try  as  its  ambassador  at  various  courts,  in 
Europe,  and  as  senator  and  as  president  of 
the  republic,  surpassed  alibis  former  career, 
and  gave  himself  an  immortal  name  by 
seventeen  years’  service  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  towards  the  close  of  his 
career.  A  house  that  could  attract  John 
Quincy  Adams  at  that  time  of  his  life,  and 
also  the  other  men  I  have  mentioned,  is 
not  the  inferior  and  deteriorated  house  that 
some  hon.  members  imagine,  and  w'hich 
some  writers  have  declared  it  to  be.  Some 
hon.  members  seem  to  think  that  fiscal 
or  financial  questions  are  the  only  ones 
'which  could  occasion  a  deadlock,  or  the 
only  ones  'v\’ith  regard  to  'which  the  public 
mind  may  become  very  much  agitated  if 
there  should  be  a  difference  of  opinion  be¬ 
tween  the  two  branches  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture.  I  admit  that  in  the  past  taxation 
has  been  the  subject  on  which  the  public 
mind  has  been  most  agitated  with  regard 
to  differences  of  opinion  between  the  two 
houses,  and  it  has  been  the  question  which 
has  most  affected  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  individual  citizens.  But  I  believe  the 
world  has  passed  through  that  stage  wdieu 
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taxation  will  be  the  most  important  subject 
to  be  discussed.  It  will  certainly  always  be 
a  very  important  one.  But  we  know  that 
new  political  problems  will  arise  in  the 
evolution  of  society,  and  I  believe  the  time 
is  fast  ap])roaching  when  what  are  known 
as  social  questions  \vill  create  more  dilier- 
ence  of  opinion  and  more  agitation  in  the 
public  mind  than  taxation  has  ever  done  in 
the  past.  We  know  that  next  to  the  right 
of  an  Englishman  to  be  taxed  only  with  his 
own  consent,  and  by  the  vote  of  his  own 
representatives,  he  has  always  valued  tlie 
right  of  freedom  of  contract.  But  we  know 
that  the  great  principle  of  freedom  of  con¬ 
tract  is  now  being  challenged,  and  pro¬ 
bably  we  shall  see  legislation  in  the  future 
which  wdll  very  much  interfere  with  it, 
and,  when  that  time  comes,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  we  shall  see  as  much  agitation  in 
the  public  mind,  as  much  excitement,  as 
much  division  of  opinion  between  various 
classes  of  society  on  that  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciple,  as  we  ever  saw  on  the  question  of 
taxation.  Yet  all  the  second  chambers  in 
the  colonies  at  the  present  time,  and  the 
House  of  Lords,  have  power  to  veto  in  detail 
or  in  globo  bills  dealing  with  that  important 
principle,  and  with  other  questions  which 
will  probably  have  to  be  dealt  with  in  the 
future.  It  is  no  use  raising  ghosts  of  the 
past  to  frighten  us  in  regard  to  the  future. 
I  think  questions  of  taxation  will  never  be 
questions  of  agitation,  or  cause  the  same 
revolutions  in  the  future  as  they  have 
in  the  past.  I  believe  we  have  outgrown 
that  stage  of  political  development.  The 
American  Constitution  has  been  p)ointed  to 
as  having  worked  for  100  years  very  satis¬ 
factorily  with  this  power  of  vetoing  in  de¬ 
tail  all  financial  questions  vested  in  the 
Senate.  Some  hon.  members  have  said, 
“  Oh,  they  have  had  friction  and  disagree¬ 
ments  there  ;  they  have  had  secessions  ”  ; 
but  curiously  enough,  broadly  speaking,  the 
disagreements  have  not  Ijeen  on  financial 
questions.  A  book  was  written  some  years 
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ago  by  a  gentleman  who  visited  these  colo¬ 
nies,  and  whom  seveml  hon.  members,  no 
doubt,  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
— I  allude  to  Mr.  Moncure  Conway — upon 
the  working  of  the  American  Constitu¬ 
tion.  He  called  the  book  ‘‘  Bepublican 
Superstitions.”  He  w^as  a  great  advocate 
of  government  by  one  chamber,  and  I  may 
say  he  ransacked  American  liistory  to  see 
where  the  constitution  of  two  chambers 
had  worked  badly  ;  but  in  all  his  indict¬ 
ments  against  the  American  Senate,  and  in 
all  the  instances  where  he  referred  to  dead¬ 
locks,  he  does  not  produce  one  financial 
question  ;  they  are  all  questions  of  slavery, 
of  organisation  of  territories,  and  such  like. 
Undoubtedly  thatconstitutionhas  received 
magiiilicent  eulogies  at  various  times  from 
writers  and  public  men  in  England  and 
in  these  colonies.  We  know  the  eulogy 
puissed  upon  it  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  we 
know  that  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin, 
the  other  day  spoke  of  it  as  that  superb 
constitution.”  But  it  has  had  one  tribute 
paid  to  its  excellence,  one  eulogy  passed  upon 
it  beyond  anything  that  the  tongue  of  man 
can  ever  give  to  it,  and  possibly  beyond  any¬ 
thing  which  any  other  constitution  ever  had 
or  ever  will  have  given  to  it.  The  eleven 
states  who,  in  1861,  seceded  from  the  Union 
because  they  could  not  get  what  they  re¬ 
garded  as  their  rights  under  it,  because  they 
said  it  had  become  tyrannical  and  oppres¬ 
sive,  and  had  been  swerved  from  its  original 
intention,  re-enjicted  it  almost  word  for  word 
for  themselves  to  live  under,  including  this 
power  of  veto  in  detail  in  financial  matters. 
Where  do  you  find  such  a  tribute  paid  to 
any  other  constitution  in  the  world  as 
that  the  men  who  seceded  from  it,  after 
asking  to  be  delivered  from  its  shadow, 
re-enacted  it  verbatim  et  literatim  to  live 
under!  I  now  proceed  to  deal  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  state  interests.  I  prefer  that  j)hrase 
wliich  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton,  sug- 
ge.sted  to  us  in  p>reference  to  the  phrase 
state  rights;  because  I  think  the  phrase 
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“  state  rights  ”  has  occasioned  a  good  deal 
of  misapprehension  in  the  minds  of  some 
persons,  particularly  in  the  mind  of  my 
lion,  friend,  Mr.  Gillies,  who  seemed  to 
think  that  the  danger,  which  seemed  to  us 
so  great  on  this  question,  amounted  to  a 
threat  of  whatlie  called  ‘‘plunder.’^  I  never 
had  any  dread  of  anything  which  we  could 
call  the  plunder  by  one  state  of  another. 
But  I  can  very  clearly  see  that  state  inter¬ 
ests  may  be  endangered  ;  that  certain  states 
may  unjustly  suffer  by  the  legislation  of 
the  federal  government,  if  they  are  not 
equally  represented  in  the  senate,  and  if 
each  state  has  not  co-ordinate  power  with 
the  others  to  veto  any  measure  which  may 
injuriously  affect  it.  The  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Deakin,  asked,  as  if  he  challenged  an 
answer,  with  full  confidence  that  one  could 
not  be  given,  what  powers  given  to  the 
federal  government,  either  in  the  American 
Constitution  or  in  the  Canadian  Constitu¬ 
tion,  could  possibly  ereate  any  danger  to 
state  interests  ?  I  accept  the  challenge, 
and  will  tell  him  at  once  that  there  is 
one  very  important  power  given  to  the 
central  government  in  both  those  consti¬ 
tutions,  which  may  at  any  time  endanger 
state  interests ;  and  that  is,  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce.  It  has  frequently  in 
America  caused  legislation  w  hich,  in  the 
judgment  of  many  of  the  states,  has  injured 
their  interests.  New  Jei*sey  in  particular 
has  been  in  the  supreme  court  twice  on 
the  matter ;  but  she  has  been  defeated 
there.  That  is  the  answer  to  the  state¬ 
ment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  that 
we  should  put  our  state  interests  under 
the  protection  of  the  federal  constitution 
and  the  federal  courts.  There  are  some 
injuries  for  which  there  is  no  judicial 
remedy ;  the  remedy  is  only  political, 
and  that  lias  been  recognised  by  all  the 
writers  on  the  American  Constitution. 
Mr.  Justice  Story,  whose  commentaries 
were  quoted  here  a  few  days  ago  by  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton,  and  who  w'as 


reckoned  one  of  the  greatest  writers  on 
American  law,  has  left  on  record  his  de¬ 
liberate  opinion,  and  as  a  matter  of  legal 
argument  has  placed  it  beyond  all  doubt, 
that  the  whole  protective  system  of 
America  is  unconstitutional  and  is  an  in¬ 
jury  to  several  of  the  states ;  but  he  admits 
that  there  is  no  judicial  remedy  for  the  in¬ 
jury,  that  the  remedy  is  only  political,  and 
can  only  be  had  at  the  polls,  and  that  if 
the  electors  do  not  choose  to  remedy  the 
injury,  it  must  be  submitted  to  as  the  in¬ 
evitable.  We  know  that  South  Carolina 
attempted  to  secede  from  the  Union  thirty 
years  before  the  civil  war  on  that  very 
ground.  She  said  that  the  protective  tariff 
was  aimed  at  her  products  and  her  indus¬ 
tries,  and  would  be  especially  injurious  to 
her ;  and  since  the  civil  war  legislation 
under  the  right  to  regulate  commerce  has 
injuriously  affected  several  states,  which 
have  gone  to  the  supreme  court  and  found 
that  there  is  no  judicial  remedy,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  presence  in  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  a  direct  provision  apparently  in¬ 
serted  for  their  special  protection.  There 
is  a  clause  in  the  American  Constitution 
which  positively  prohibits  any  tax  or  im¬ 
post  on  exports.  Now,  there  are  several 
states  that  raise  principally  tobacco,  and 
they  cannot  find  a  market  for  all  they 
raise  within  the  states  themselves  :  they 
must  export.  It  would  be  in  direct  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  Constitution  to  impose  an 
excise  duty  on  tobacco.  We  can  easily  see 
that  if  that  were  allowed  these  states  w  ould 
suffer  a  special  wrong.  Yet  it  has  been 
done  by  indirect  means.  They  have  actually 
imposed  a  stamp  duty  on  bales  of  tobacco, 
and  they  will  not  allow  a  bale  of  tobacco 
to  leave  the  factories  until  the  stamp  duty 
has  been  affixed,  T  wo  cases  have  been  be¬ 
fore  the  supreme  court  for  the  purpose  of 
testing  the  validity  of  the  tax  under  the 
fundamental  provision  of  the  Constitution, 
that  there  shall  be  no  duty  on  exports  ;  but 
the  act  has  been  so  framed,  so  cunningly 
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devised,  that  the  courts  have  decided  that  it 
does  not  come  within  that  prohibition,  and 
the  tax  remains.  The  states  which  raise 
tobacco  feel  the  injury  ;  yet  there  is  under 
the  Constitution  no  judicial,  but  only  a 
political,  remedy  for  it.  The  island  of 
Mauritius  obtains  most  of  its  revenue  from 
an  export  duty  upon  sugar.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  intended  to  insert  in  our 
federal  constitution  a  provision  similar  to 
that  in  the  American  Constitution,  and  to 
prohibit  the  federal  government  from  tax¬ 
ing  exports ;  but  if  we  do  not  do  so,  might 
not  the  imposition  of  an  export  duty  upon 
sugar  seriously  affect  Queensland  and  yet 
leave  her  without  any  judicial  remedy  ? 
But  let  us  not  trust  to  judicial  remedies. 
Let  us  embody  distinct  rernedies  for  injured 
state  interests  in  our  constitution ;  let  us 
give  to  every  state  the  power  to  protect 
itself.  Self-protection  is  better  than  pro¬ 
tection  by  another. 

Mr.  Playford  :  They  do  not  do  so  in 
America  ! 

Mr.  CLARK  :  You  cannot  obtain  per¬ 
fection  in  everything,  and  there  are  some 
things  for  which  the  only  remedy  is  a 
political  remedy — a  remedy  at  the  polls, 
as  Mr.  J iistice  Story  says.  You  must  go 
there  and  fight  it  out.  With  regard  to  the 
Canadian  Constitution,  there  is  another  sec¬ 
tion  under  which  federal  legislation  might 
seriously  affect  the  different  colonies — I  re¬ 
fer  to  the  right  of  the  federal  government  to 
deal  with  the  fisheries  ;  and  it  is  quite  con¬ 
ceivable  that  if  the  federal  government  here, 
as  in  Canada,  had  power  to  deal  with  the 
fisheries,  it  might  take  steps  which  would 
very  seriou.sly  affect  the  various  Australian 
colonies.  My  friend,  Mr.  W  rixon,  said  some¬ 
thing  about  the  desirableness  of  a  uniform 
criminal  law,  and  while  he  ^vas  speaking  I 
expressed  the  opinion  that  we  should  not 
have  a  uniform  criminal  law'.  Tlie  hon. 
member  invited  me,  I  understood,  to  give 
some  reasons  why  we  should  not  have  it. 
I  have  placed  my  note  upon  criminal  law 
[J/r.  Clark, 


under  the  head  of  state  interests,  because 
I  believe  it  comes  under  that  head.  It 
might  be  desirable  in  some  colonies  or  in 
some  states,  to  make  certain  things  crimes 
which  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  make 
crimes  in  other  states.  We  know  that  in 
the  American  union  the  eastern  states  are 
highly  civili.sed,  refined  communities,  ad¬ 
vanced  in  physical,  intellectual,  and  artistic 
culture ;  \vhile,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
western  states,  or  the  backwoods,  as  they 
are  called,  are  in  a  very  different  position, 
politically,  socially,  and  intellectually.  It 
might  be  necessary  in  some  of  the  states  to 
pass  stringent  law’s  making  certain  things 
crimes  w  hich  would  not  be  so  dealt  wdth  in 
other  states.  Besides,  we  know  that  the 
law  is  often  used  as  a  means  of  effecting 
indirectly  some  ulterior  purpose,  also  for 
the  purposes  of  class  or  special  interests. 
The  game  law's  of  England  occupied  in 
former  years,  and  occupy  now’  to  a  certain 
extent,  a  foremost  place  in  the  provisions 
of  British  criminal  legislation.  We  know 
w'hat  dete.stable  and  abominable  laws  they 
w'ere,  and  w’e  know  that  they  w'ere  intro¬ 
duced  not  for  the  protection  of  life  and 
property  and  individual  liberty  in  tlio 
ordinary  sense — not  for  the  same  purpose 
as  that  for  which  you  make  murder  or 
forgery  a  crime — but  for  the  conservation 
of  certain  class  interests  and  class  privi¬ 
leges.  In  America,  in  the  days  of  slavery, 
it  was  made  a  capital  felony  in  some  states 
to  teach  a  negro  to  read  or  write  ;  and  even 
at  the  present  day,  wdien  slavery  has  been 
long  abolished,  the  marriage  of  black  people 
w'ith  white  people  in  some  states  is  made 
criminal.  Men  wdio  have  chosen  to  marry 
a  mulatto  or  a  quadroon  liave  stood  in  the 
criminal’s  box  and  have  been  sentenced 
as  common  criminals.  Now,  there  w’as  a 
time  w'hen  the  slave  pow'er  was  so  strong 
in  America  that  it  appeared  to  be  about  to 
transform  the  whole  union  into  its  owm 
hideous  form  and  likeness,  and,  if  the  at¬ 
tempt  had  succeeded,  it  would  have  been 
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a  most  lamentable  state  of  things  to  have 
tlie  laws  which  would  have  been  then  en¬ 
acted  in  force  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Union — in  Massachusetts,  in  the  home  of 
the  pilgrims,  as  well  as  in  Louisiana.  We 
do  not  want  to  run  that  risk.  Do  not 
let  us,  therefore,  have  a  uniform  criminal 
law,  but  let  each  state  have  its  own  law. 
I  will  proceed  now  to  the  question  of  the 
judiciary.  The  resolution  as  it  stands  pro¬ 
vides  for  only  a  court  of  appeal.  I  hope 
that  when  w’e  get  into  Committee  an 
amendment  will  be  moved  establishing  a 
system  of  federal  courts  independently  of, 
and  in  addition  to,  the  state  courts.  I 
think  w’e  are  irrevocably  committed  to 
that,  if  we  are  going  to  have  a  federation 
in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  and  not  uni¬ 
fication — in  other  words,  if  we  are  about 
to  adopt  the  principles  of  the  American, 
and  not  those  of  the  Canadian  Constitu¬ 
tion.  In  Canada  they  have  only  one  sys¬ 
tem.  Canada  is  what  may  practically  be 
called  a  unified  community ;  in  fact,  so 
unified  is  their  judicial  system,  that  the 
state  governments  cannot  even  appoint 
ordinary  justices  of  the  peace.  Justices 
of  the  peace  throughout  the  land  have  to 
be  aj)pointed  by  the  central  government. 
The  county  court,  as  well  as  the  superior 
judges,  are  also  appointed  from  that  source, 
and  hon.  members  can  imagine  what  an 
immense  amount  of  patronage  that  must 
give  to  the  central  government.  Mr. 
Gillies  referred  this  morning  to  the  long 
period  of  office  which  had  been  enjoyed  by 
Sir  John  Macdonald,  and  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  seemed  to  think  that  it  was  due  to  that 
gentleman's  tact  and  to  the  statesmansliip 
he  evinced  in  the  distribution  of  ministerial 
portfolios.  When  we  know  that  he  has 
the  power  of  nominating  every  member  of 
the  senate,  and  every  lieutenant-governor, 
and  of  appointing  superior  and  inferior 
judges  and  justices  of  the  peace,  as  well  as 
the  power  of  vetoing  all  local  legislation, 
his  long  term  of  office  is  easily  accounted 


253 

for.  With  such  reins  in  his  hands  he 
might  be  expected  to  remain  in  the  saddle 
an  indefinite  time.  Wo  do  not  want  to 
place  it  in  the  power  of  the  prime  minis¬ 
ter  of  our  dominion  to  exercise  patronage 
to  that  extent.  What  we  want  is  a 
separate  federal  judiciary,  allowing  the 
state  judiciaries  to  remain  under  their 
own  governments.  If  you  have  your  vari¬ 
ous  governments  moving  in  their  re- 
spec  tiv^e  orbits,  each  must  be  complete, 
each  must  have  its  independence.  You 
must  have  an  independent  legislature,  an 
independent  executive,  and  an  independent 
judiciary,  and  you  can  have  only  a  mutilated 
government  if  you  deprive  it  of  any  one  of 
these  branches.  I  therefore  hope  to  see  a 
complete  system  of  federal  courts,  distinct 
from  the  provincial  courts.  I  will  not 
enter  fully  into  the  question  now.  I  could 
give  many  other  reasons  why  we  should 
have  a  double  system,  and  could  men¬ 
tion  many  benefits  which  would  flow  from 
it  I  content  myself  now  by  saying  that 
I  hope  that  in  addition  to  a  separate 
federal  system  of  courts  we  shall  have  a 
court  of  appeal,  as  the  resolution  contem¬ 
plates.  That  will  be  an  innovation,  and  a 
wholesome  innovation,  upon  the  American 
system.  The  American  Supreme  Court  can¬ 
not  hear  appeals  from  the  supreme  courts 
of  the  various  states  except  in  matters  of 
federal  law.  I  hope  our  Supreme  Court 
wdll  take  the  place  of  the  Privy  Council,  and 
hear  appeals  upon  all  questions  of  law.  I 
now’  come  to  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  decision  of  that  court  of  appeal  ought 
to  be  final  or  not.  I  unhesitatingly  say 
that,  so  far  as  the  cases  which  come  be¬ 
fore  that  court  are  purely  Australian,  the 
judgment  ought  to  be  final  ;  but  if  a  case 
comes  before  it  affecting  imperial  interests, 
or  depending  upon  the  interpretation  of 
an  imperial  statute  in  force  throughout 
the  wdiole  empire,  it  would  be  absurd  to 
talk  about  taking  away  the  right  of  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  Privy  Council.  If  the  British 
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legislature  does  what  it  has  the  power  to 
do,  and  what  it  has  done — that  is,  if  it 
passes  a  law  for  the  whole  empire,  such  as 
the  British  Merchant  Shipping  Act  or  the 
Plimsoll  Act — it  would  never  listen  to  a 
proposal  to  take  a\vay  from  its  own  court 
the  right  of  interpreting  its  own  acts.  That, 
I  think,  is  perfectly  clear.  This  reminds 
me  that  when  hon.  members  talk  of  break¬ 
ing  our  connection  with  the  mother  coun¬ 
try,  or  of  cutting  the  first  strand  of  the 
painter  in  a  proposal  to  erect  a  fedeml 
judiciary,  they  have,  it  seems  to  me,  a  very 
hazy  and  imperfect  notion  as  to  what  our 
relations  to  the  mother  country  really  are. 
Our  real  relation  to  her  as  dependencies 
does  not  depend  upon  our  recognition  of  the 
Crown,  or  upon  our  appealing  to  the  Privy 
Council.  The  great  and  mighty  factwdth  re¬ 
gard  to  our  position  in  relation  to  the  mother 
country  is  that  our  legislative  bodies  are 
subordinate  to  the  British  Parliament,  with 
their  laws  liable  to  be  overruled  by  that 
Parliament.  That  is  the  position  in  which 
we  shall  remain  while  we  are  only  a  sub¬ 
ordinate  legislatui'e — almost  as  subordi¬ 
nate  to  the  British  Government  as  muni¬ 
cipalities  are  subordinate  to  the  legisla¬ 
ture  w’hich  creates  them.  It  is  that  which 
makesus  practically  a  dependency,  whether 
or  not  there  is  an  appeal  to  the  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  whether  or  not  the  name  of  the 
Queen  is  used  in  our  acts  of  Parliament. 
That  is  really  the  essence  of  the  position 
which  we  hold  as  part  of  the  British  em¬ 
pire.  It  has  been  said  that  in  addition  to 
the  cases  which  involve  imperial  interests, 
and  the  interpretation  of  imperial  statutes, 
it  may  be  desirable  to  have  cases  sent  to  the 
British  Privy  Council  which  embody  funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  the  common  law.  When 
I  heard  that  statement  I  was  reminded 
of  an  article  in  the  December  number  of 
the  Contemporary  Eevievj,  by  one  of  the 
most  learned  and  scientific  lawyers  and 
legal  writers  of  the  present  day — Sir 
Frederick  Pollock.  He  is  so  dissatisfied 
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with  the  system  of  teaching  law  in  Eng¬ 
land,  that  he  says  if  it  is  not  very  soon 
altered,  the  centre  of  the  legal  system  of 
the  Anglo-Sa.xon  race  wdll  drift  from  the 
eastern  to  the  western  shore  of  tlie  Atlan¬ 
tic,  and  that  the  colonies  will  look  to  the 
decisions  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  decisions  on  fundamental 
principles  of  the  common  law.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  courts  administer  the  same  principles 
of  common  law  that  the  English  courts  do, 
and  so  far  from  its  being  a  disadvantage 
to  have  tw'o  independent  centresof  interpre¬ 
ters,  it  has  been  a  benefit,  and  the  common 
law  of  England  has  thus  been  enriched. 
The  Privy  Council  and  House  of  Lords 
have  frequently  quoted  wdth  respect,  and 
have  acknowledged  the  benefit  of,  the  de¬ 
cisions  of  the  august  tribunal  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  There  is 
no  reason  why  our  supreme  court  of  ap¬ 
peal  may  not  produce  the  same  beneficent 
results,  and  enrich  the  stock  of  common 
law  of  the  empire  by  being  an  independent 
centre  of  interpretation.  The  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Wrixon,  seemed  to  think  there 
might  be  an  objection  to  making  it  a  final 
court  of  appeal,  because,  he  said,  in  Victoria 
they  have  six  judges  who  are  amongst  the 
ablest  lawyers  at  the  bar,  and  that  it  might 
be  difficult  to  get  a  tribunal  which  would 
command  more  respect  for  its  judgments 
than  was  felt  for  the  decisions  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  in  that  colony.  I  do  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  speak  for  the  colony  of  Victoria, 
or  any  other  colony,  particularly ;  I  speak 
generally ;  but  I  think  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Wrixon,  will  admit  that  we  do  not 
always  get  the  six,  or  even  the  three,  ablest 
lawyers  in  the  community  upon  the  bench 
of  a  colony.  You  get  poor  judges,  just  as 
you  get  poor  politicians. 

Colonel  Smith  :  That  is  not  the  case  now ! 

Mr.  CLARK  :  It  has  been  the  case  in 
times  past,  and  it  has  been  the  case  in 
other  colonies.  We  must  speak  the  whole 
truth  and  our  whole  conviction.  I  do  not 
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know  whether  those  six  able  judges  always 
sit  together,  or  whether  important  ques¬ 
tions  are  not  often  decided  by  three  or 
four  of  the  judges.  Therefore,  the  argument 
as  to  six  of  the  ablest  lawyers  coinciding 
in  a  case  would  have  a  very  infrequent 
application.  But  what  is  the  tribunal  to 
which  we  appeal  now,  and  which  tlm  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  would  retain?  The 
Privy  Council  is  a  tribunal  supposed  to 
consist  of  fifteen  judges,  three  forming  a 
quorum.  In  one  most  important  case  that 
went  from  Queensland  only  three  judges 
constituted  the  court ;  and  without  any 
disrespect  to  them,  but  simply  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  truth,  I  say  that  probably  those 
three  judges  were  the  weakest  men  of  the 
whole  fifteen.  Two  of  them  are  now  dead, 
and  I  may  give  their  names  without  offence. 
The  court  consisted  of  Sir  Barnes  Peacock, 
Sir  Montagu  Smith,  and  Sir  Robert  Col¬ 
lier,  when  the  important  case  of  Daven¬ 
port  versus  the  Queen  was  decided  by  the 
Privy  Council.  If  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Grififith,  were  here,  he  could  tell 
us  more  about  the  case.  He  argued  the 
case  in  his  own  colony,  and  carried  the 
court  there  with  him.  That  judgment  of 
the  court  was  reversed  by  the  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  I  know  that  up  to  the  present 
time  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  and  all  the  law¬ 
yers  of  Queensland,  believe  that  their  own 
court  was  right,  and  the  Privy  Council 
wrong  ;  and  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  believes  that  if  he  had  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  going  home  to  the  Privy  Council, 
he  would  have  induced  the  judges  to  look 
at  the  case  in  another  light.  That  is  the 
disadvantage  of  having  a  distant  court  of 
appeal.  It  is  always  inconvenient  to  send 
counsel  so  great  a  distance.  My  hon. 
friend,  Mr.  Wrixon,  will  not  dispute  the 
wisdom  of  sending  counsel  home  from  the 
colonies  to  place  our  cases  fully  before  the 
Privy  Council,  because  last  year  he  saw 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  do  so  in 
the  interests  of  his  own  colony,  as  our  go¬ 


vernment  also  did  in  a  case  in  which  they 
were  concerned.  I  know  that  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith  holds  the  same  opinion,  and  that 
he  regards  the  decision  in  the  case  I  have 
quoted  as  a  proof  of  the  desirability  of 
colonial  cases  being  argued  before  the  Privy 
Council  by  colonial  lawyers. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  Yet  the  three  judges  to  whom 
the  hon.  member  has  referred  have  given 
very  good  decisions  on  colonial  questions  ! 

Mr.  CLARK  :  That  may  be ;  but  we 
are  here  to  speak  the  whole  truth  ;  and  I 
maintain  that  those  three  judges  were  the 
weakest  of  the  team.  The  hon.  member 
Mr.  Wrixon,  seemed  to  think  that  in  the 
Privy  Council  we  had  a  court  for  the 
whole  empire  which  gave  uniformity  of  de¬ 
cisions.  There,  again,  he  was  a  little  forget¬ 
ful.  The  Privy  Council  is  not  the  court  of 
appeal  for  the  whole  empire.  The  House 
of  Lords  is  tlie  court  of  appeal  for  a  large 
portion  of  the  empire ;  so  that  there  are 
two  separate,  co-equal,  and  independent 
courts  which  are  not  bound  by  each  other's 
decisions.  The  House  of  Lords  subse¬ 
quently  refused  to  follow  the  judgment  of 
the  Privy  Council  in  the  case  of  Daven¬ 
port  versus  the  Queen.  Therefore,  at  the 
present  time,  vre  have  conflicting  decisions 
by  two  independent  and  co-equal  courts 
in  England.  If  we  have  under  our  federal 
government  a  court  of  appeal  wffiose  de¬ 
cisions  shall  be  final  with  regard  to  Aus¬ 
tralian  matters,  we  shall  not  be  trou¬ 
bled  by  having  conflicting  decisions;  we 
shall  not  have  one  lawyer  quoting  a  de¬ 
cision  by  the  House  of  Lords  to  a  colo¬ 
nial  court  as  one  it  ought  to  follow, 
and  a  lawyer  on  the  other  side  quoting 
a  different  decision  by  the  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil  as  one  wdiich  ought  to  be  accepted. 

I  think  that  I  have  dealt  with  every  sub¬ 
ject  that  I  intended  to  speak  upon  except 
the  one  question  of  the  power  of  the 
Queen  to  disaUow  federal  legislation,  which 
was  referred  to  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr, 
Play  ford.  I  have  almost  anticipated  ray 
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remarks  on  that  head  by  pointing  out  that 
we  shall  be  a  subordinate  legislature,  and 
that  the  subordinate  position  which  we 
hold  is  really  the  thing  that  decides  our 
place  in  the  empire.  If  the  power  of  dis¬ 
allowance  1)6  taken  away,  the  link  between 
us  and  the  Crown  formed  by  the  governor- 
general  will  certainly  be  a  cobweb.  We 
shall  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  an 
independent  nation.  I  may  sympathise 
with  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  in  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  that  as  the  ultimate  goal  for 
these  colonies ;  but  we  have  not  met  hero 
to  carry  out  that  object,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  wise  for  any  of  us  to 
attempt  to  hurry  it.  If  it  is  for  the  benefit 
of  these  colonies  it  will  come  in  good  time. 

Mr.  Dibbs:  May  we  not  indulge  in  a 
poet’s  dream  1 

Mr.  CLARK:  We  may;  but  as  one 
not  at  all  hurt  by  the  sentiments  uttered 
by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  I  would 
at  present  deprecate  the  taking  away  of 
the  power  of  disallowance,  because  that 
would  really  be  severing  our  connection 
with  the  empire,  for  which  I  do  not  think 
w’e  are  prepared.  I  thank  the  members 
of  the  Convention  for  the  patience  with 
which  they  have  listened  to  me.  I  am 
afraid  I  have  been  rather  rambling ;  but 
I  was  anxious  to  touch  upon  various  points. 
I  hope  that  I  have  made  my  own  position 
clear,  so  that  as  I  said  in  my  opening 
remarks  the  directions  in  which  mutual 
approach  is  required,  and  the  distance  that 
hon.  members  stand  from  each  other  may 
be  pretty  well  ascertained,  and  I  shall 
be  as  prepared  as  any  man  to  go  half-way 
to  meet  the  Convention  on  anyone  of  these 
subjects. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  join  with  hon. 
members  who  have  preceded  me  in  thank¬ 
ing  you,  sir,  for  having  put  before  us  these 
resolutions  in  such  a  shape  that,  while  we 
can  freely  and  fully  discuss  the  whole  ques¬ 
tion  of  federation,  we  do  not  in  any  way 
feel  ourselves  pledged  to  the  exact  words  you 
[J/r.  Clark. 


have  placed  before  us.  I  suppose  we  will 
all  admit  that,  on  meeting  here  at  first,  there 
was  on  the  part  of  every  one  of  us  a  little 
doubt  and  dilhculty  as  to  how  the  question 
we  had  to  discuss  was  to  be  first  approached, 
and  we  naturally  relied  upon  you, sir,  to  put 
us  in  a  position  to  have  a  full  discussion 
of  the  whole  subject.  I  think  you  have  an¬ 
swered  all  our  expectations  in  the  way  you 
have  brought  the  matter  before  us,  and  al¬ 
though,  for  one,  I  would  have  preferred  that, 
in  some  respects,  the  resolutions  had  been 
differently  wordeil,  still  I  feel  satisfied  that 
tliey  will  ansAver  the  purpose  for  which  you 
moved  them.  I  think  the  discussion  has 
proved  pretty  clearly  that  it  would  have  been 
easier  for  most  of  us  if  we  had  set  to  \vork 
in  the  first  place  to  determine  what  sort  of 
government  w'ould  be  satisfactory  to  the 
people  of  Australia,  and  the  people  of  the 
different  colonies,  before  we  attempted  to 
determine  the  powers  to  be  intrusted  to 
tl>e  new  parliament,  because,  assuredly,  we 
shall  find  in  the  long  run  that  on  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  federal  parliament  and  the 
federal  executive  wdll  depend  the  powers 
that  the  people  of  the  different  colonies  are 
prepared  to  inftrust  to  them.  I  feel  from 
the  discussions  that  have  taken  place,  and, 
perhaps,  from  the  feelings  of  the  people 
generally  throughout  Australia,  that  of 
whatever  the  senate  and  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  may  consist,  we  must  be  prepared 
to  be  governed  by  what  is  known  as  respon¬ 
sible  government.  Before  w^e  finally  deter¬ 
mine  that,  however,  I  think  we  ought  to 
consider  whether  or  not,  for  the  purposes 
for  which  this  government  is  to  be  formed, 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  constitute  a 
government  on  somewhat  different  lines 
that  would  answer  better  for  the  purposes  we 
intend  to  carry  out.  I  take  it  for  granted, 
sir,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  you,  and 
assented  to  by  everybody,  that  in  one  of 
the  two  branches  of  the  legislature,  which 
for  convenience  you  have  called  the  senate, 
all  the  colonies  should  have  an  equal  num- 
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ber  of  representatives  ;  and  if  this  were  an 
ordinary  form  of  government  for  the  whole 
of  tlie  people  of  Australia  without  regard 
to  tlie  different  colonies  of  which  Aus¬ 
tralia  is  constituted,  I  should  unhesitat¬ 
ingly  say  that  this  suggestion  on  your 
part,  and  the  acquiescence  in  it  on  the 
part  of  those  representing  other  great 
colonies  would  be  a  very  generous  conces¬ 
sion  to  the  smaller  colonies.  But  I  take 
it  after  all  that  we  are  not  here  simply  to 
frame — and  I  think  my  hon.  friends,  Mr. 
Gillies  and  Mr.  Deakin,  fell  into  an  error 
in  this  respect — we  are  not  here  simply  to 
frame  a  constitution  for  the  government 
of  the  people  of  Australia.  We  have  also 
to  proceed  on  principles  just  to  the  several 
colonies.  We  are  not  to  recognise  simply 
the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Australia  must  in  the  end  prevail.  I  be¬ 
lieve  they  must  myself.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  question  about  it.  But  still 
we  are  here  intrusted  with  the  task  of 
proposing  a  form  of  government  that  shall 
afford  to  the  people  of  Australia  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  govern  themselves.  We  must, 
however,  at  the  same  time  recognise  the 
riglits  of  all  the  different  colonies.  Now 
what  are  those  rights'?  was  asked  by  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin.  I  will  tell  him 
one  of  them.  In  determining  that  we  have 
to  recognise  the  different  colonies.  We 
say  this,  that  we  must  recognise  them. 
That  is  a  point  that  has  not  been  put  as 
clearly  as  it  might  have  been.  Why  must 
we  recognise  tlie  rights  of  the  different 
colonies  ?  Because  the  different  colonies 
under  the  constitution  intrusted  to  them 
liave  undertaken  certain  duties  and  car¬ 
ried  out  certain  public  works.  They  have 
undertaken  certain  re.sponsibilities  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  payment  for  those  works, 
of  which  the  new  federal  parliament  does 
nob  propose  to  relieve  them.  Tliey  have 
still  to  bear  tlie  burden  of  these  duties 
and  responsibilities,  and  we  must  do 
nothing  wliatever  to  prevent  them  from 
R 


seeing  that  pro])er  provision  is  made  in 
their  own  colonies  in  order  that  they  may 
carry  out  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
they  have  undertaken.  If  the  govern¬ 
ment  we  are  now  proposing  to  create 
for  the  whole  of  the  people  of  Australia 
were  to  say  to  all  these  different  colo¬ 
nies,  and  if  these  different  colonies  were 
willing  to  acquiesce  in  the  proposal,  ‘‘We 
will  take  over  the  whole  government  of 
Australia;  we  Avill  perform  al^  duties; 
we  Avill  undertake  to  carry  through  the 
obligations  the  different  colonies  have 
entered  into,”  then  we  might  fairly  say  to 
the  people  of  Victoria  and  New  South 
Wales,  the  two  great  colonies — colonies 
that  at  the  present  time  contain  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  population  of  Australia 
— Ave  might  fairly  say  to  them,  “  Since 
you  have  generously  undertaken  to  carry 
out  all  our  responsibilities  and  all  our 
duties,  we  recognise  the  fact  that  the  ma¬ 
jority  must  prevail.”  But,  so  long  as  we 
say  that  each  of  the  colonies  must  separ¬ 
ately  undertake  to  perform  these  duties 
itself,  so  long  must  we  say,  in  any  sys¬ 
tem  of  federal  government  that  is  estab¬ 
lished,  “  The  colonies,  as  colonies  apart 
from  the  colonies  as  people,  shall  have 
an  adequate  voice  in  the  representation 
of  the  people  and  in  the  discharge  of 
parliamentary  duties.”  I  am  pleased  that 
not  a  single  member  of  the  Convention 
has  siigge.sted  that  there  should  be  any¬ 
thing  less  than  an  equal  representation  of 
all  the  colonies  in  the  senate.  It  is  true  that 
in  the  act  we  shall  have  idtimately  to  pass 
Ave  shall  have  to  make  provision  for  the 
subdivision  of  some  of  the  colonies,  and 
of  course  it  Avould  be  unreasonable  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  such  subdivision  should  take 
place  without  tlie  federal  parliament  being 
consulted  and  acquiescing  in  subdivisions 
that  would  in  any  Avay  affect  the  representa¬ 
tion  of  the  colonies  in  tlie  senate.  AVe  are 
told  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  Queens¬ 
land  being  divided  into  three  colonies.  So 
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far  as  South  Australia  is  concerned  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  possibility  for  many  years 
tocorae  at  any  rateof  any  subdivisionof  that 
colony.  But  I  think  there  is  a  misconcep¬ 
tion  in  the  minds  perhaps  not  of  membei*s 
of  this  Convention,  but  in  the  minds  of  many 
members  of  the  public,  who  seem  to  assume 
that  the  Northern  Territory  is  part  of  South 
Australia,  that  South  Australia  runs  from 
Adelaide  to  Port  Darwin,  whereas,  as  a 
matter  o^fact,  this  is  not  the  case.  South 
Australia  has  no  larger  territory  than  that 
which  was  6rst  granted  to  her.  At  the 
present  time  she  has  the  Northern  Terri¬ 
tory  placed  under  her  control  under  letters 
patent  from  the  Imperial  Government,  and 
it  is  quite  possible  for  the  Imperial  Go¬ 
vernment  at  any  time  to  deprive  South 
Austmlia  of  the  control  of  the  Northern 
Territory.  Some  years  ago,  when  I  was 
in  the  government,  and  we  thought  that 
perhaps  we  should  be  able  to  deal  more 
advantageously  with  the  Northern  Terri¬ 
tory  than  we  believe  we  are  able  to  do  at 
the  present  time,  we  suggested  to  the  Im¬ 
perial  Government  that,  in  order  to  avoid 
complications  in  the  future,  they  should  at 
once  declare  the  Northern  Territory  to  be 
part  of  the  colony  of  South  Australia. 
But  the  Imperial  Government,  while  will¬ 
ing  to  assist  us  in  any  way  with  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  that  part  of  Australia,  de¬ 
clined  to  accede  to  that  proposal,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  the  Northern  Territory  isnopart  of  the 
colony  of  South  Australia  and  will  require  to 
be  considered,  I  think,  by  members  of  the 
Convention  when  we  go  into  Committee  ; 
because,  as  I  have  said,  there  is  a  possi¬ 
bility  of  the  mother  country  saying  either 
that  the  Northern  Territory  shall  be 
handed  over  to  one  of  the  other  govern¬ 
ments  of  Australia  or  to  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment  apart  from  South  Australia, 
and  probably  in  the  end  it  might  be  found 
to  be  most  advantageous  if  it  were  pos¬ 
sible  to  accomplish  the  latter.  Now,  I  say 
that  the  states  must  for  the  reasons  I  have 
[Sir  John  Bray, 


indicated  be  adequately  represented  in  any 
federal  parliament  and  federal  government, 
and  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  the  suggestion 
thrown  out  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr, 
AVrixon,  who  represents  a  large  colony, 
that  it  might  fairly  be  conceded  that  only 
a  certain  number  of  members  of  the  ex- 
ecutiv'e  should  be  chosen  from  any  one 
colony.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  reason  and  com¬ 
mon-sense  in  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  that  anybody 
wdio  undertakes  to  form  a  government— 
you  yourself,  sir,  for  instance,  and  I  know 
from  your  experience  that  you  would  do 
it — should  look  round  carefully  and  not 
simply  consider  what  is  most  likely  to  satisfy 
the  representatives  of  N e\vSouth  W ales,  and 
to  carry  out  their  wishes,  but  should  consider 
the  whole  of  the  colonies,  and  form  a  govern¬ 
ment  that  would  commend  itself  to  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  representatives  of  the  whole  of 
Australia.  The  hon.  member  went  on  to  say 
that  there  was  a  reasonable  way  of  conduct¬ 
ing  things,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  what^ 
ever  that  men  would  be  chosen  in  both 
branches  of  the  legislature  who  would  act 
so  reasonably  and  harmoniously  together 
that  all  these  causes  of  friction  which  we 
anticipate  would  prove  imaginary  and 
would  disappear  altogether ;  and  I  felt 
then,  as  I  feel  now,  that  if  w^e  could  select 
men  who  would  sink  all  personal  differ¬ 
ences,  all  the  motives  which  might  ap¬ 
pear  to  make  them  work  harder  for  their 
own  particular  colony  than  for  the  rest 
of  the  country,  we  need  have  no  writ¬ 
ten  constitution  at  all.  If  the  people 
of  Australia  could  depend  upon  the  men 
who  were  chosen  to  one  house  of  the 
legislature  not  attempting  to  infringe  upon 
the  rights  of  the  other  house,  but  upon 
their  doing  their  best  to  promote  the  in¬ 
terest  of  Australia  without  regard  to  the 
colonies  from  which  they  came,  we  should 
not  need  a  written  constitution.  It  seems 
to  be  taken  for  granted,  too,  that  if  we 
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are  to  have  a  system  of  responsible  go¬ 
vernment,  we  must  also  liave  an  opposi¬ 
tion.  Now,  I  would  ask  hon.  gentlemen 
in  determining  this  question  to  consider 
whether  it  is  absolutely  necessary  or  de¬ 
sirable  in  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  any 
colony,  or,  at  any  rate,  of  a  federal  govem- 
ment,  to  have  a  responsible  ministry  and 
an  opposition.  Is  it  necessary  to  have  men 
on  the  one  side  proposing  what  they  believe 
to  be  best  for  the  state,  and  men  on  the 
other  side  who  advocate  an  opposite  course, 
and  who  can  only  carry  out  their  views  by 
removing  those  who  compose  the  govern¬ 
ment  1  It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  ab¬ 
solutely  necessary  to  have  a  responsible 
government  and  an  opposition.  I  agree 
with  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  that 
we  must  not  readily  cut  adrift  from  the 
old  system  under  which  we  have  worked, 
and  worked  well.  I  agree  entirely  with 
the  hon.  member  that  mistakes  have  been 
made  under  responsible  government,  per¬ 
haps  in  all  the  colonies.  At  any  rate  I 
admit  that  mistakes  have  been  made  in 
the  colony  which  I  represent,  and  perhaps 
I  should  not  be  thought  presumptuous  if  I 
said  that  I  think  similar  mistakes  have 
also  been  made  in  the  other  colonies.  But 
under  no  system  of  which  lam  aware  is  it 
possible  to  avoid  mistakes  ;  though  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  an  extraordinary  thing  that 
the  management  of  public  affairs  should  be 
so  different  from  what  takes  place  in  the 
management  of  our  private  affairs,  either 
as  individuals  or  as  companies  having  con¬ 
trol  of  a  large  amount  of  money — that  we 
should  have  on  the  one  side  men  compos¬ 
ing  a  responsible  government,  whose  pro¬ 
posals,  when  they  are  brought  forward, 
are  torn  to  pieces  by  the  men  on  the  other 
side.  We  have  been  told  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Gillies,  with  a  confidence 
that  inspired  belief  in  all  of  us,  that  if 
an  archangel  came  down  and  attempted 
to  lead  this  parliament,  or  any  other  par¬ 
liament,  and  introduced  the  most  perfect 
measures,  he  would  meet  with  opposition. 


Mr.  Fysii  :  One  cannot  have  perfection 
in  mankind  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  am  sure  that  the 
people  of  Tasmania  have  the  most  perfect 
man  at  the  head  of  their  government ;  I 
will  not  say  that  each  of  us  think  the 
same  with  regard  to  our  own  colony,  but 
at  any  rate  a  good  many  people  do.  Still, 
I  am  not  going  to  elaborate  this  point  now  ; 
but  I  ask  hon.  members  to  consider  fully 
whether  we  are  absolutely  pledged  to  have 
a  system  of  responsible  government.  I 
do  not  think  we  are,  and  I  trust  that 
when  we  get  into  Committee  we  shall  not 
hastily  dispose  of  this  matter,  but  that  we 
shall  consider  it  carefully.  I  agree  with 
those  w’ho  say,  like  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Deakin,  and  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies, 
that  w^e  must  be  absolutely  satisfied  that 
it  is  a  better  thing  than  we  have  got 
already.  We  must  not  drop  wdiat  we  have 
got  for  an  experiment,  and  although  we 
must  not  frame  the  constitution  so  rigidly 
as  to  prevent  its  being  altered,  yet  at  the 
same  time  we  must  have  some  basis  which 
will  give  the  colonies  confidence  that  it 
will  not  be  altered  without  the  fullest  and 
fairest  consideration.  I  take  it  that  we 
must  provide  some  means  of  altering  the 
constitution  of  the  federal  parliament  and 
the  federal  executive.  It  should  not  be  done 
without  theconsentof  the othercolonies pro¬ 
bably  ;  but  still  there  must  be  some  means 
of  doing  it,  because  I  do  not  suppose  that 
any  of  us  is  so  sanguine  as  to  hope  that  in 
the  course  of  the  next  few  weeks  we  shall 
be  able  to  frame  a  constitution  that,  with¬ 
out  alteration,  will  give  satisfaction  to  the 
people  of  Australia  for  any  great  length  of 
time.  With  regard  to  the  powers  of  the 
senate,  which  is  to  contain  an  equal  number 
of  representatives  from  each  state,  I  am 
amongst  those  who  say  that  we  must  give 
it  very  ample  powers  ;  though  I  am  per¬ 
fectly  satisfied  that  if  we  do  adhere  to  a 
form  of  responsible  government  the  voice 
that  represents  the  large  and  undoubted 
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majority  of  the  people  of  Australia,  must 
in  the  end  prevail.  But  \ve  must  not 
make  it  too  easy  for  that  voice  to  prevail ; 
v-e  must  not  make  it  too  easy  for  the  ma¬ 
jority  to  say,  “  We  represent  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  Australia,  and  although 
you  represent  the  colonies  of  Austra-lia, 
^ve  must  have  onr  way.”  But,  from  my 
knowledge  of  them,  I  cannot  believe  that 
the  people  of  Australia,  will  be  satisfied 
with  any  form  of  government  that  does 
not  give  the  will  of  the  people,  when 
it  is  ultimately  ascertained,  the  fullest 
possible  control  over  the  parliament  and 
the  government  under  which  they  live. 
Now,  with  regard  to  money  bills.  It 
seems  to  be  assumed,  I  do  not  know 
why,  that  the  control  of  money  is  different 
from  the  control  of  everything  else.  I  do 
not  see  why  it  should  be  so.  If  the 
senate  has  the  fullest  possible  power  to 
alter  the  laws  that  control  the  liberty  and 
the  lives  of  the  people,  are  they  not  to 
be  intrusted  with  anything  more  than  a 
nominal  voice  in  the  expenditure  of  pub¬ 
lic  money  1  I  say  that  I  think  they  ought 
to  be.  It  ought  to  be  possible  for  them  to 
have  a  direct  voice,  not  in  every  detail — I 
do  not  ask  for  that — but  in  the  expenditure 
of  any  large  amount  of  money  that  involves 
any  departure  from  the  ordinary  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  year.  I  think,  however,  that 
the  ordinary  appropriation  bill  ought  not  to 
be  interfered  with  by  the  senate,  providing 
that  it  contains  only  items  nece.ssary  for 
the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  year.  The 
lion,  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  acquiesced  in 
that  very  clearly  ;  but  at  the  same  time 
w^e  must  not  have  simjdy  an  understanding 
about  this.  We  must  have  something  defi¬ 
nite  respecting  it  in  the  constitution  act 
w^hich  w’e  have  to  prepare,  and  I  suggest 
that  \ve  should  have  a  provi.sion,  that 
no  matter  should  be  included  in  any 
money  hill  which  the  senate  .shall  declare 
should,  in  the  interests  of  any  one  of 
the  colonies,  or  of  all  of  them,  be  dealt 
[6ir  John  Bray, 


with  in  a  separate  measure.  We  ought 
to  allow  them,  not  to  reject  a  money  bill 
because  they  do  not  like  it,  but  to  say, 
‘‘We  have  looked  at  this  bill,  and  it  con- 
taiits  provisions  which  ought  to  be  con¬ 
tained  in  one  or  more  measures.”  They 
ought  to  have  the  right  to  say,  “  We  re¬ 
quire  you  to  send  this  subject  up  in  a 
separate  bill.”  We  have  in  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  a  system  that  on  the  whole  has 
worked  fairly  w’ell,  but  which  really  in 
effect  amounts  to  giving  the  power  to  the 
Legislative  Council  to  alter  money  bills. 
About  thirty-five  years  ago  there  was  a 
collision  between  the  two  houses  of  parlia¬ 
ment  with  respect  to  money  bills,  and  tliey 
met  together  and  made  what  is  know  n  as 
a  compact.  It  is  not,  of  cour.se,  part  of 
the  constitution,  but  it  has  been  acted 
upon  from  time  to  time  since.  By  that 
the  Legislative  Council  can  suggest,  for 
example,  that  a  certain  line  should  be  left 
out  of  a  loan  bill.  In  South  Australia  a 
separate  bill  for  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
w’ay  is  carried  through  both  houses  of  Par¬ 
liament  before  the  amount  for  carrying  out 
the  work  is  included  in  the  loan  bill  ;  but 
in  respect  of  harbour  works  and  other  pub¬ 
lic  w^orks  proposed  to  be  carried  out  by 
loan,  the  Council  has  the  right  under  this 
compact,  not  to  amend  the  bill,  but  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  a  certain  item  should  be  omitted. 
If  the  Assembly  do  not  omit  the  item,  or 
the  two  houses  do  not  come  to  an  a^ree- 

O 

ment  upon  the  matter,  it  falls  to  the 
ground  ;  but  the  houses  have  po\ver  to  ap¬ 
point  committees  to  confer  with  each  othei*, 
and  to  give  the  reasons  why  the  suggestion 
should  be  either  acted  upon  or  dropped. 
The  system  is  arather  complicated  one,  but, 
on  the  whole,  it  has  worked  with  fair  suc¬ 
cess  in  South  Australia.  With  regard  to 
taxation  bills,  I  think  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Clark,  fell  into  a  little  mistake  in 
saying  that  a  taxation  bill  required  a 
message  from  the  Crown  before  it  could 
be  considered. 

Mr.  Clakk  :  It  is  so  in  our  parliament ! 
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Sir  JOHN  BRAY:  It  may  be  the 
practice,  but  I  do  not  tliink  it  is  the  law. 
I  understand  tliat  the  South  Australian 
Constitution  Act  is  miicli  the  same  as  that 
of  Tasmania.  The  33rd  section  of  ‘‘  An 
act  to  establisli  a  parliament  in  Van 
llieinen’s  Land”  provides  : 

All  bills  for  appropriating  any  part  of  the 
revenue,  or  for  imposing  any  tax,  rate,  duty,  or 
impost,  shall  originate  in  the  said  lioiise  of  as¬ 
sembly,  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said 
lioiise  of  assembly  to  originate  to  pass  any  vote, 
resolution,  or  bill  for  the  appropriation  of  any 
part  of  the  revenue,  or  of  any  tax,  rate,  duty,  or 
impost  for  any  purpose  which  shall  not  have 
been  first  recommended  by  the  governor. 

That  is  to  say  that  the  house  can  raise 
money,  but  cannot  determine  what  is  to 
be  clone  with  it,  unless  the  governor  by 
message  makes  a  recommendation  concern¬ 
ing  it.  Then,  in  May’s  Parliamentary 
Practice  ”  it  is  clearly  laid  clown  that  no 
private  member  can,  without  the  consent 
of  the  governor,  bring  in  a  bill  for  taxa¬ 
tion  purposes. 

Mr.  Clark  :  It  must  be  a  minister  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  A  message  from 
the  Governor  is  not  necessary,  but  the  re¬ 
quest  must  come  from  the  Crown.  It  is 
stated  on  page  650  of  May’s  Parliament¬ 
ary  Practice  ” : — 

The  Crown,  therefore,  in  the  first  instance, 
makes  known  to  the  Commons  the  pecuniary 
necessities  of  the  government,  and  the  Commons 
grant  such  aids  or  supplies  as  are  required  to 
satisfy  these  demands  ;  and  provide,  by  taxes 
and  by  the  appropriation  of  other  sources  of 
the  income,  the  ways  and  means  to  meet  the 
supplies  which  are  granted  by  them.  Thus  the 
Crown  demands  money,  the  Commons  grant  it, 
and  the  Lords  assent  to  the  grant ;  but  the 
Commons  do  not  vote  money  unless  it  be  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Crown  ;  nor  impose  or  augment 
taxes,  unless  they  be  necessary  for  meeting  the 
supplies  which  they  have  voted,  or  are  about  to 
vote,  and  for  supplying  general  deficiencies  in 
the  revenue.  The  Crown  has  no  concern  in  the 
nature  or  distribution  of  the  taxes  ;  but  the 
foundation  of  all  ]>arliamentary  taxation  is  its 
necessity  for  the  public  service,  as  declared  by 
the  Crown  through  its  constitutional  advisers. 


That  is  the  point.  It  is  for  the  Crown, 
through  its  ministers,  to  .say  what  taxation 
is  required ;  but  an  absolute,  direct  mes¬ 
sage  from  the  Governor  is  only  required 
when  it  is  proposed  to  appropriate  the 
moneys  wdiich  have  been  raised  by  means 
of  the  ordinary  revenue  or  in  any  other 
way.  I  quite  agree  with  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  that  if  we  are  to  have  anything  like 
a  complete  system  of  fedej*ation  w’e  must 
have  trade  and  intercourse  absolutely  free 
between  the  colonies.  I  wa.s  a  little  aston¬ 
ished  at  the  excessive  precaution  which 
appeared  to  be  displayed  by  the  bon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Deakin,  on  belialf  of  his  people 
in  Victoria  with  regard  to  this  question. 
I  think  it  is  clearly  understood  by  all  of 
us,  beyond  question,  that  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  must  impose  a  customs  tariff 
before  this  free-trade  and  intercourse  is 
accomplished,  except,  of  course,  by  agree¬ 
ment  betw’een  any  one  or  more  of  the  colo¬ 
nies.  It  may  be  desirable  for  us,  in  order  to 
giv^e  more  complete  assurance,  not  simply 
to  Victorians,  but  to  colonists  in  all  parts 
of  the  country,  to  fix  some  date  before  which 
the  customs  tariff  of  the  federal  parliament 
should  not  come  into  operation.  Of  course, 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  it  will  be 
three  years  or  longer  before  it  can  come 
into  operation  ;  but  still  it  may  be  desir¬ 
able  to  make  some  such  provision.  In 
clause  3  of  the  resolutions  it  is  provided 
that  the  power  and  authorit}^  to  impose  customs 
duties  shall  be  absolutely  lodged  in  the  federal 
government  and  parliament,  subject  to  such  dis- 
jDOs;d  of  the  revenues  thence  derived  as  shall  bo 
agreed  upon. 

I  am  almost  sorry,  Mr.  President,  that  you 
did  not  indicate  absolutely  in  some  general 
way,  how  you  propose  to  appropriate  these 
revenues.  After  all,  the  only  clear  indica¬ 
tion  that  we  have  on  the  face  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion  is  that  the  federal  government  is  to 
raise  the  customs  duties,  and  provide  for  a 
scheme  of  military  and  naval  defence  for 
Australia,  and  to  dispose  of  the  balance  as 
shall  be  agreed  upon.  There  is  no  doubt 
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whatever,  as  w’as  clearly  pointed  out  by 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  J.  Forrest,  that  in 
order  to  carry  out  a  scheme  of  federal  go¬ 
vernment  we  must  be  prepared  to  go 
back  to  our  re.spective  colonies  and  point 
out  the  advantages  which  will  accrue  to 
them  from  going  into  a  federal  union. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  in  a 
general  way  the  parliaments  of  all  the  colo¬ 
nies  have  agreed  that  federation  is  desir¬ 
able.  They  have  asked  us  to  determine, 
if  we  can,  on  a  constitution  which  will 
carry  out  their  wishes.  But  when  we  have 
done  that,  we  shall  liave  still  some  little 
labour  before  us.  I  hope,  howev^er,  that 
we  shall  ultimately  succeed  in  being  able 
to  persuade  our  respective  colonies  that  it 
is  to  their  advantage,  and  to  the  advantage 
of  Australia  generally,  that  some  such 
scheme  as  we  may  agree  ujM>n  shall  be 
carried  out.  I  am  one  of  those  who  feel 
that  if  it  were  possible — I  do  not  think  it 
is  possible  at  the  present  time — it  would 
be  desirable  that  the  whole  of  the  public 
debts  of  the  colonies  should  be  taken  over 
by  the  federal  government.  I  do  not  think 
that  that  could  possibly  be  done  for  a  time  ; 
but  I  do  think  that  we  could  arrange  for 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  debts  of  each 
colony  to  be  so  taken  over.  No  one  would 
attempt  to  suggest,  I  suppose,  that  we 
should  prevent  each  colony  from  raising 
money  to  carry  out  works  w-hich  locally 
are  considered  to  be  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  think  we 
ought  to  hand  over  to  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  a  certain  proportion  of  the  debts  of 
each  colony.  The  colonies  would  then 
see  the  advantage  of  federation  more 
rapidly  than  they  would  in  any  other  way. 
I  believe  we  should  find  that  a  federal 
loan  could  be  placed  on  the  market  on 
better  terms,  and  would  be  much  more 
eagerly  taken  up  by  the  British  public 
than  any  loan  of  the  separate  colonies. 
At  the  same  time  I  am  not  prepared,  and 
I  do  not  suppose  any  of  us  are  prepared, 
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to  state  that  a  federal  pailiament  should 
absolutely  take  over  the  debts  of  the 
whole  of  the  Australian  colonies.  I  can 
see,  however,  that  great  advantage  would 
result  if  some  scheme  could  be  adopted 
which  would  enable  a  fair  part  of  the 
debts  of  each  colony  to  be  undertaken  by 
the  federal  government.  I  agree  with  the 
lion,  member,  Mr.  Dibbs — and  no  one, 
hitherto,  has  been  bold  enough  to  say 
that  he  agrees  with  anything  that  hon. 
member  has  said — that  it  is  not  desired 
to  raise  up  a  great  standing  army  for  our 
defence  from  imaginary  enemies.  We 
feel  that  it  is  necessary  for  each  colony  to 
do  something  to  provide  for  defence  from 
common  foes  ;  and  I  think  we  may  rely 
that  a  federal  parliament  will  do  the  same, 
and  no  more.  They  will  have  no  ambition 
to  act  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Australian  people,  and,  as  far  as  I  know 
those  wishes,  they  are  not  that  we  should 
rear  up  anytliing  like  a  large  standing 
army.  They  are  anxious  that  we  should 
have  amongst  us  some  force  which  could  be 
relied  upon  in  time  of  danger ;  they  are  will¬ 
ing  to  give  their  own  services  to  augment 
that  force  when  the  necessity  arises.  I 
hope,  however,  that  no  federal  government 
or  parliament  will  ever  raise  any  un¬ 
necessary  military  or  naval  forces  in  the 
colonies,  because  they  know  the  people 
are  not  prepared  to  support  such  a  scheme. 
I  shall  now  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to 
the  house  of  representatives,  or,  as  it  has 
been  styled  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Kingston,  the  national  assembly.  I  should 
be  sorry — and  I  think  we  should  all  be 
sorry — to  feel  that  we  must  be  bound  to 
limit  the  representation  in  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  to  fixed  numbers.  I  agree 
witli  tliose  who  say  that  the  colonies  which 
are  more  populous  than  others  should  have 
more  members ;  but  I  think  the  indication 
thrown  out  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir  James 
Lee-Steere,  .shows  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  make  some  concession  to  the  smaller 
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colonies  in  tliat  respect — in  other  words, 
you  will  have  to  provide  that  each  of  the 
colonies,  no  matter  what  their  population 
may  be,  shall  have  a  certain  minimum 
number  of  members.  As  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Gillies,  states,  some  such  prin¬ 
ciple  was  indicated  in  the  Federal  Council 
Act.  We  must  see  at  once  that  if  the 
idea  which  was  thrown  out  in  the  bill 
which  has  been  so  ably  drafted,  and  which 
I  have  no  doubt  will  give  us  great  assist¬ 
ance,  were  adopted,  and  the  Western  Aus¬ 
tralian  people  were  asked  to  elect  simply 
two  members  to  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  they  would  have  cause  to  say  that 
they  were  not  adequately  represented. 
While  we  must  admit — and  no  one  admits 
it  more  fully  than  I  do,  as  I  said  before — 
that  when  once  the  absolute  will  of  the 
majority  of  the  people  is  ascertained,  effect 
must  be  given  to  that  will ;  still,  at  the 
same  time  I  say  that,  in  order  to  offer  a 
fair  inducement  for  all  the  colonies  to  at¬ 
tach  themselves  to  the  federal  parliament, 
we  must  fix  the  minimum  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  that  shall  represent  any  particular 
colony.  With  regard  to  the  suggestion 
thrown  out  by  my  lion,  friend.  Sir  George 
Grey,  of  New  Zealand,  that  the  highest 
offices  in  the  state  should  be  open  to  all 
persons,  I  agree  with  him  except  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  governor-general.  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  go  for  that  when  I  see  any  ad¬ 
vantage  to  be  gained  from  it ;  but  at  the 
present  time  I  do  not  see  that  any  possible 
advantage  could  be  gained.  We  have  come 
here  with  a  desire  to  frame  a  constitution 
under  the  Crown,  and  whatever  the  possi¬ 
bilities  may  be  in  100  years,  I  quite  agree 
with  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  that 
that  is  rather  too  remote  a  period  on  which 
to  fix  our  attention  at  the  present  time. 
We  can  see  a  certain  distance  before  us.  We 
feel,  I  think,  satisfied  on  the  whole  with 
the  forms  of  government  that  have  been  in¬ 
trusted  to  us,  with  the  power  to  amend 
which  we  now  have ;  but  I  agree  with  the 


hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  in  saying  that 
in  all  other  respects  the  ambition  of  Aus¬ 
tralians  will  not  be  satisfied  unless  the 
highest  offices  thixiughout  the  Australian 
colonies  are  thrown  open  to  them,  and,  as 
far  as  J  know,  there  is  no  disposition  on 
the  part  of  those  assembled  in  this  Con¬ 
vention,  or  on  the  part  of  the  parliaments 
of  any  of  the  colonies,  to  deprive  them  of 
tho.se  opportunities.  I  trust  that  the 
same  kind  and  generous  spirit  that  has 
been  manifested  by  hon.  members  who 
have  so  far  addressed  themselves  to  this 
question  will  be  continued  throughout  our 
meetings  here ;  and  I  hope  that  each  one 
of  us  will  determine  that  we  will  not 
separate  without  agreeing  on  some  scheme 
that  shall  provide  in  a  fair  and,  I  hope, 
generally  satisfactory  manner,  for  the  fed¬ 
eral  parliament  and  federal  govemment  of 
Australia. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  McMillan)  agreed  to  : 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned  until  to¬ 
morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  McM  illan)  proposed  : 

That  the  Convention  do  now  adjourn, 

Mr.  IMUNRO  :  I  think  that  we  ought 
to  have  some  understanding  that  the  de¬ 
bate  shall  be  continued  until  a  reasonable 
hour  each  day.  If  w^e  devote  only  four  and 
a  half  hours  each  day  to  the  debate,  it  will 
be  absolutely  impossible  for  many  of  us  to 
remain  here  a  sufficiently  long  time  to 
finish  the  business.  Whilst  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  our  proceedings  we  were  all 
rather  chary  about  going  into  debate,  I 
think  that  we  should  come  to  the  under¬ 
standing  now  that  we  will  sit  longer  and 
devote  more  time  to  the  business  each  day. 
We  have  to  finish  more  than  this  debate. 
We  have  to  go  into  Committee  on  the 
resolutions,  and  if  we  agree  to  certain  reso¬ 
lutions  in  Committee  we  shall  have  to  draft 
a  constitution  and  go  through  that,  and 
if  it  is  understood  that  we  are  to  devote 
only  three  or  four  hours  each  day  to  the 
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business,  it  will  be  absolutely  impossible  for 
some  of  us  to  remain  here — we  must  leave 
the  business  and  not  carry  it  on. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  r  Perhaps  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say  that  it  will  be  very  con¬ 
venient  if  it  is  understood  that  we  are  to 
finish  this  debate  to-morrow.  Hon.  mem¬ 
bers  who  wish  to  speak  can  be  present  and 
do  so.  I  admit  that  we  ought  to  have  the 
fullest  discussion,  and  if  it  is  understood 
that  this  debate  shall  bo  brought  to  a  con¬ 
clusion  to-morrow,  it  being,  if  necessary, 
finished  in  the  evening,  every  one  who 
wishes  to  do  so  can  speak.  I  think  that, 
with  the  exception  of  tlie  President,  who 
may  desire  to  speak  at  some  length  in  reply, 
allhon.  members  who  wish  to  speak  should 
be  prepared  to  do  so  to-morrow. 

Mr.  J.  FORREST :  I  think  that  there 
is  no  excuse  for  those  hon.  members  who 
say  that  they  are  not  prepared  to  speak 
at  the  present  time,  I  have  been  here 
several  days  —  some  hon.  members  have 
been  here  longer  than  I  have — and  those 
who  wish  to  speak  should  have  been  pre¬ 
pared  to  do  so  long  ago,  or  at  any  rate  now. 
Wo,  wdio  represent  Western  Australia,  are 
here  at  very  great  inconvenience  indeed, 
and  it  is  impo.ssible  for  us  to  stay  longer 
than  is  absolutely  necessary;  therefore,  I 
hope  that  those  hon.  members  w^ho  intend 
to  speak  will  do  so  as  soon  as  possible.  It 
is  now  very  early  in  the  day,  and  I  think 
that  \ve  might  fairly  have  continued  the  de¬ 
bate  another  hour.  I  am  very  sorry  to  see 
that  towards  the  evening  there  is  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  hon.  members  to  avoid  speak¬ 
ing  before  the  next  day.  I  hope  that  it 
w'ill  not  continue. 

Mr.  JMcMILLAN,  in  reply  :  I  xp^y  say 
that  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  do  not 
wish  unnecessarily  to  stop  the  debate;  but 
personally  I  have  very  many  duties  to  per¬ 
form,  and  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  go  on 
this  evening. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Convention  adjourned  at  3*57  p.m. 

[J/n  Alunro, 
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Address— Fctleral  Constitution  (seventh  day’s  debate). 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.nn 
ADDRESS. 

The  President  :  I  have  received  a  tele¬ 
gram  from  the  Mayor  of  Warrnambool, 
which  the  secretary  will  read. 

Telegram  read  by  the  secretary,  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

Warrnambool,  7  March,  1891. 

To  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  President  of  the  Federal 
Convention. 

Meeting  citizens  held  here  yesterday,  at  which 
suggestion  partly  supported  that  Warrnambool 
excellently  situated  for  being  seat  of  federal 
parliament,  and  respectfully  solicit  support  of 
assembled  Convention. 

Jno.  Hyland, 
Mayor. 

FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION. 

SEVENTH  day’s  DEBATE. 

Debate  resumed  on  resolutions  proposed 
by  Sir  Henry  Parkes  {vide  page  23). 

Mr.  McMillan  *.  Mr.  President,  there 
has  been  some  considerable  contention  in 
my  own  mind  during  the  last  two  or  three 
days  as  to  whether  I  should  or  should  not 
address  this  Convention  at  the  present 
stage  of  its  proceedings;  but  wdien  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  listening  to  the  speech  of  my 
lion,  friend,  Mr.  Dibbs,  and  wdien  he  told 
the  Convention  that  New  South  Wales 
has  not  been  a  hard  step-mother,  but  lias 
been  a  loving  mother  to  the  other  colonies, 
and  when  he  w’ent  on  to  say  that  her  re¬ 
bellious  children  have  almost  crushed  her 
out  of  existence,  it  seemed  to  me  it  was 
time  for  somebody  to  rise  to  her  defence. 

j^Ir.  Dibbs  :  Hear,  hear  !  Especially  a 
free-trader  ! 

]Mr.  McMillan  :  Sir,  I  do  not  intend 
to  traverse  the  speech  of  my  lion,  friend, 
because  I  think  that  that  class  of  criticism 
or  hyper-criticism  which  is  generally  in¬ 
dulged  in  in  our  houses  of  parliament  is  not 
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exactly  tlio  kind  of  debate  wliich  should 
obtain  here.  lion,  members  do  not,  per¬ 
haps,  know  my  hon.  friend  as  well  as  1  do. 
They,  perhaps,  to  iis.e  a  commercial  expres¬ 
sion,  merely  see  him  in  the  bulk,  which,  sir, 
is  very  considerable ;  but  I  know  the  hon. 
gentleman  in  detail,  and  I  should  not  bo 
surprised,  knowing  the  eccentricities  of  his 
previous  career,  that,  although  he  has 
thrown  several  bomb-shells,  as  he  calls 
them,  into  the  midst  of  the  Convention, 
before  our  proceedings  close  my  hon.  friend 
will  be  found  to  be  one  of  the  most  docile 
in  our  midst.  My  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Gillies, 
has,  to  a  certain  extent,  rendered  unneces¬ 
sary  any  criticism  upon  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs.  But  one  expres¬ 
sion  to  which  that  hon.  member  gave  utter¬ 
ance,  and  which  he  reiterated  two  or  three 
times,  I  cannot  allow  to  pass  unnoticed. 
The  hon.  member  said,  speak  for  New 
South  Wales.’’ 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  Why,  sir, you  would 
think  that  the  hon.  member  had  two- 
thirds  of  the  people  of  New  South  Wales 
at  Ins  back. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  So  he  has  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  contend  that  no 
delegate  coming  here  for  New  South  Wales 
can  speak  in  that  peremptory  or  autocratic 
way  on  this  subject.  When  we  have 
concluded  our  deliberations  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  will  speak  for  them¬ 
selves,  and  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
when  this  issue  is  put  before  them  clear 
and  distinct  their  verdict  will  be  that  we, 
the  people  of  these  colonies,  should  form 
a  united  Australia.  I  want,  at  this  late 
stage  of  the  debate,  to  be  as  concise  as  pos¬ 
sible,  without  tedious  repetition,  following 
in  the  lines  of  previous  speakers,  although 
the  speech  of  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Gillies, 
which  took  up  many  points  witli  which  I 
intended  to  deal,  has,  to  a  certain  extent, 
dislocated  my  speech.  But  it  is  just  pos¬ 
sible  that  at  this  stage  of  our  x^roceedings 


we  may  by  general  remarks  save  time  in 
the  later  stages.  It  is  not  unreasonable 
to  think  that,  at  a  certain  stage  of  our 
proceedings,  the  finance  minister  of  that 
colony — the  motlier  colony — which  for 
good  or  ill  has  kept  to  the  fiscal  tra¬ 
ditions  of  the  mother  country,  should 
be  heard,  and  should  have  some  voice 
in  the  settlement  of  that  fiscal  question, 
which  some  hon.  gentlemen  say  lies  at  the 
root  of  the  whole  matter.  I  think  that 
there  are  some  general  views  which  may 
reasonably  be  expressed  at  the  present 
moment,  and,  although  the  most  practical 
part  of  our  deliberations  will  be  to  form 
the  body  of  a  constitution,  still  I  hold  that 
it  is  the  spirit  and  the  vital  force  of  this 
discussion  that  will  give  shape  to  the 
anatomy  of  that  body,  and  w^hich  will  re¬ 
gulate  its  physiological  functions.  There¬ 
fore,  I  feel  bound,  sir,  to  make  some  pre¬ 
liminary  remarks  which  may  not  meet  with 
the  approval  of  hon.  members,  and  I  trust 
that,  although  these  remarks  come  from 
probably  one  of  the  youngest  politicians 
in  their  midst,  it  w’ill  not  be  felt  that 
they  contain  any  impertinence,  but  that 
what  I  say  I  say  with  the  full  conviction 
and  approval  of  my  own  conscience,  and 
with  a  view  to  the  great  destinies  w'hich 
are  placed  in  our  hands.  Now,  sir,  what  is 
the  attitude  that  we  ought  to  have  assumed 
in  coming  into  this  Convention]  What 
is  the  spirit  of  the  very  resolutions  w^hich 
are  the  ground w'ork  of  our  deliberations  ] 
The  whole  spirit  of  the  Convention  is  in 
the  mandate  of  the  different  parliaments 
of  this  country,  and  w’e  are  met  together, 
not  exactly  to  accumulate  obstacles,  not 
exactly  to  see  the  difterences  which  divide 
us,  but  to  promulgate  a  scheme  wdiich,  by 
lessening  those  difficulties,  by  doing  aw^ay 
with  the  differences  which  divide  us,  will 
bring  us  into  a  central  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  w'hich  will  not  only  be  a  machinery 
for  utilitarian  ])urposes,  but  wdll  also  be  a 
real  live  government  in  the  centre  of  this 
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country,  radiating  from  itself  the  national 
life  of  the  people,  and  bringing  into  itself 
the  best  forces  of  the  various  communities. 
Now,  as  far  as  I  can  see  from  the  tenor  of 
the  debates  up  to  the  present  time,  the 
delegates  have  come  here  with  more  or 
less  suspicion  of  one  another's  colonies. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  lines  which  now 
divide  us  have  been  accentuated  in  their 
force,  and  that,  instead  of  bringing  our 
minds  into  that  mental  posture  in  which 
we  might  imagine  ourselves  to  be  when 
we  have  done  away  with  our  custom  dif¬ 
ferences,  when  we  have  really  become  one 
people,  we  are  debating  this  question  en¬ 
tirely  on  the  basis  of  existing  divisions. 
When  we  come  to  consider  the  question 
of  what  has  been  called  by  some  delegates 
state  rights — but  what,  I  think,  was  more 
appropriately  termed  by  ray  hon.  friend,  Mr. 
Barton,  the  question  of  state  interests — 
what,  after  all,  are  those  state  rights — what, 
after  all,  are  these  provinces  with  their 
machinery  for  local  government  —  ma¬ 
chinery  for  doing  exactly  in  certain  areas 
what  we  do  within  our  municipal  areas  ? 

Mr.  Clark  :  No  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  repeat,  what  we 
do  within  our  municipal  areas.  If  we  are 
about  to  establish  a  constitution  which  wiU 
be  divided  against  itself,  in  which  all 
parts  do  not  work  harmoniously  together, 
which  is  not  consummated  step  by  step  by 
a  proper  process  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest,  we  commence  the  creation  at  the 
very  outset  of  a  structiu’e  which,  antago¬ 
nistic  as  it  will  be,  in  its  different  parts, 
will  be  subject  at  any  moment  to  fearful 
dislocation.  Let  us  imagine  that  the 
customs  barriers  between  the  different 
colonies  are  removed,  and  what,  then, 
are  the  actual  and  relative  positions  of 
these  different  communities  one  to  an¬ 
other  1  One  hon.  gentleman  in  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Assembly  of  New  South  Wales,  in 
debating  this  question  from  very  narrow 
gi’ounds — probably  owing  to  his  legal  train- 
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ing — said,  “Are  we  going  to  give  to  Vic¬ 
torians  the  same  privileges  as  those  which 
we  ourselves  enjoy  ?  Here  we  are,  with  a 
certain  debt,  with  magnificent  assets,  and 
with  a  magnificent  territory,  and  possessing 
all  these  rights  and  privileges :  are  we 
about  to  let  Victoria,  without  any  quid 
pro  quo^  enter  into  the  possession  of  the 
whole  of  them  T  Why,  sir,  we  welcome 
from  Victoria  now  any  able-bodied  man 
who  likes  to  come  into  our  midst ;  and  six 
months  after  he  crosses  the  Murray  he  en¬ 
joys  all  the  privileges  attaching  to  the 
wonderful  assets  of  New  South  Wales.  I 
confess  that  I  cannot  rise  to  the  patriotism 
of  New  South  Wales  or  of  Victoria,  but  I 
can  rise  to  the  patriotism  of  a  future  Aus¬ 
tralia  and  of  future  Australians.  And  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  lose  sight  for  one 
moment  of  this  great  iinion  it  must  be  an 
impediment  in  our  national  path,  and  we 
commence  our  constitution-making  at  the 
wrong  end.  If  we.  are  imbued  with  such 
a  spirit  in  the  making  of  a  constitution,  I 
can  see  nothing  for  it  in  the  future  but 
failure.  Now,  I  do  not  conceive  that 
there  is  any  strict  analogy  between  the 
position  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  their  earlier  history  and  our  posi¬ 
tion  at  the  present  time.  Nearly  all 
the  constitutions  of  these  colonies  have 
been  given  comparatively  during  the  last 
few  years.  There  is  no  absolute  difference, 
either  in  tradition,  in  law.s,  or  in  anything 
else,  between  the  different  peoples  of  this 
country,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  to  draw 
any  strict  analogy  of  state  rights,  such 
as  exist  between  peoples  who  have  origin¬ 
ated  in  a  different  way  and  under  different 
influences,  would  be  entirely  to  miscon¬ 
ceive  the  basis  of  any  future  union  of 
Australia.  The  states  of  these  colonies 
are  differently  situated  from  those  of  the 
United  States,  and  this  is  one  of  the  most 
important  points  in  connection  with  the 
whole  of  this  discussion.  We  have  a  series 
of  states,  and  although  I  hold  as  strongly 
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as  any  one  that  no  territorial  lines  should  be 
altered,  except  by  the  wish  of  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  each  state,  still  I  say  most 
emphatically,  that  if  Australia  were  to  be 
subdivided  again  no  man  in  his  senses 
would  subdivide  the  continent  as  it  is  sub¬ 
divided  at  the  present  time.  Each  of  these 
states  has  a  littoral,  each  of  them  has  a 
coast-line,  which  gives  it  all  the  elements 
of  national  life  and  independence.  Each 
is  so  advantageously  situated  naturally 
that  the  time  may  come  when,  owing  to 
its  national  resources  and  sea  boundary, 
it  may  be  an  element  of  great  danger  to 
the  union  of  Australia.  Consequently  it 
seems  to  me  that  unless,  in  making  this 
constitution,  we  make  the  central  govern¬ 
ment  sujfficiently  strong,  and  give  it  all 
the  elements  of  sovereignty,  our  national 
life  may  be  endangered  from  within  or 
from  without;  and  unless  we  disabuse  our 
minds  of  all  narrow  views  at  the  present 
time,  the  constitution  we  create  may,  from 
the  Avant  of  a  true  conception  of  Austra¬ 
lian  nationality,  and  of  the  sovereignty 
of  its  power,  be  unequal  to  the  strain, 
and  the  consequences  will  be  lamentable 
for  all  future  time.  Now,  sir,  what  are 
the  essentials  next  to  the  sovereignty  of 
the  central  government!  I  am  led,  to  a 
certain  extent,  into  this  line  of  argument, 
because  I  do  not  wish  to  traverse  ground 
taken  up  before,  and  I  may  say  at  once 
Uiat  with  a  great  many  of  the  sentiments 
of  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Gillies,  I  completely 
and  absolutely  agree.  The  question  that  w  e 
have  to  decide  at  the  beginning  is,  what 
are  the  essentials  of  a  sovereign  govern¬ 
ment!  We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  dis¬ 
cussion  in  our  legislative  assemblies,  and 
a  great  deal  of  false  alarm  has  been  raised 
as  to  certain  questions — the  disposal  of  our 
lands,  the  question  of  our  debts,  the  con¬ 
trol  of  our  railways.  Now,  none  of  these 
questions  are  in  any  sense  essential  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  federal  government.  If 
the  wdkole  of  our  lands  w^ei*e  alienated  from 


the  Crown,  there  would  still  be  a  necessity 
for  a  central  government  ;  if  our  railways 
were,  like  those  of  America,  in  private 
hands,  there  would  still  be  a  necessity  for 
a  central  government ;  and,  so  far  as  our 
loans  are  concerned,  that  will  be  purely  a 
matter  of  policy  after  -we  have  formed  the 
federation.  Now,  there  are  two  essentials 
to  a  central  government.  It  must  be  a  go¬ 
vernment  that  will  concentrate  upon  itself 
the  life  of  the  people,  and  it  must  be  a  go¬ 
vernment  which  will  aid  our  national  de¬ 
velopment.  It  must  be  in  all  its  characteris¬ 
tics,  and  as  far  as  its  chambers  are  concerned, 
and  as  far  as  their  powers  and  privileges 
are  concerned,  a  government  to  attract  all 
the  ablest  and  best  minds  of  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Now,  let  us  take  the  military  ques¬ 
tion.  We  have  heard  from  Mr.  Dibbs  that 
in  these  resolutions  military  aggression  is 
clearly  forecast.  There  is  nothing  of  the 
kind  in  these  resolutions. 

]Mr.  Dibbs  :  The  hon.  member  forgets 
the  speeches  of  the  President  on  other 
occasions  ! 

Mr.  Mc^MILLAN  :  We  simply  .say  that 
tlie  central  government  must  have  the 
nucleus  of  military  power ;  that  it  must  be 
in  a  position  to  draw  together  all  the  mili¬ 
tary  forces  of  the  community ;  and  further¬ 
more — and  probably  w^’hat  I  am  about  to 
say  will  not  agree  w  ith  the  views  of  my  hon. 
friend — if  you  give  the  central  government 
absolute  control  of  the  military  power — 
and  it  is  of  no  use  to  burk  the  question  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceedings — you  must 
place  it  in  a  position  to  command  the  whole 
of  the  volunteer  forces  of  these  colonies. 
It  must  not  be  for  this  colony  or  that 
to  say,  “  Here  is  the  point  of  danger,^’  or, 
“  There  is  the  point  of  danger.  We  want 
the  troops  in  our  territory,”  or,  “We  want 
them  there.”  If  this  is  to  be  a  union 
of  a  national  character  the  moment  the 
public  safety  is  jeopardised  all  provin¬ 
cialisms  must  be  throwm  aw’ay,  every  man 
must  consider  himself  an  Australian,  and 
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the  central  power  must  be  in  a 

position  to  send  every  able-bodied  man 
throughout  the  whole  of  these  colonies  to 
one  particular  point,  Tliere  are  many  other 
things  which  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
central  government  to  do,  but  they  have 
been  nearly  all  touched  upon  by  previous 
speakers.  One  matter  has  been  referred  to, 
and  it  has  been  said  by  some  people  in  our 
own  Parliament  that  it  is  a  spirit  of  mili¬ 
tarism  that  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  move¬ 
ment.  I  deny  it,  and  I  believe  that  when 
this  question  comes  before  the  people  of 
these  colonies  as  a  distinct  issue  it  will  be 
the  idea  of  national  life,  the  idea  of  social 
development,  the  idea  that  we  are  one 
people,  that  will  be  uppermast  in  the  minds 
of  all  Australasia.  There  is  one  matter 
to  which  it  would  be  well  to  refer  at  this 
particular  point — that  is,  the  question  of 
'Western  Australia.  I  believe  that  there 
are  a  great  many  difficulties  connected 
with  Western  Australia,  and  I  have  been 
very  careful  to  think  out  in  my  own  mind 
all  the  pros  and  cons  connected  w’ith  that 
new  community  entering  into  our  union. 
Put  when  I  consider  two  great  points — 
fii'st,  the  question  of  national  defence — 
and  when  I  recollect  that  that  colony  has 
an  enormous  coast-line,  scarcely  inhabited, 
that  her  territory  includes  one-third,  at 
least,  of  this  continent — I  can  see  nothing 
in  the  question  of  national  defence  except 
what  will  be  to  her  advantage  in  the  feder¬ 
ation  of  these  colonies.  If  the  national 
spirit,  which,  I  think,  should  permeate  this 
movement,  is  embodied  in  this  constitu¬ 
tion,  then  every  other  colony  would  spend 
her  last  shilling  and  her  last  man  in  defence 
of  the  coast  of  Western  Australia.  Then,’ 
again,  with  regard  to  the  question  of  credit, 
although  I  have  the  figures  here,  I  do  not 
exactly  know  at  what  rate  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia  borrows  ;  but  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  when  we  become  a  federated  Australia 
the  credit  of  Western  Australia,  as  one  of 
the  group,  will  be  absolutely  the  same  as 
[Mr,  McMillan, 


that  of  the  whole  of  Australia,  which  will 
be  an  enormous  advantage  to  her  in  the 
future. 

Mr.  J.  Forrest  :  It  is  the  same  now  ! 

Mr.  McMILLAN  :  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that ;  but  does  she  borrow  at  the  rate  of 
3i  per  cent.  1 

Mr.  J.  Forrest:  We  borrow  at  4  per 
cent.,  and  our  securities  stand  at  .£108 
3s.  6d. 

Mr.  McMILLAN :  There  is  another 
question  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  I  think 
is  connected  with  my  contention  in  favour 
of  a  strong  central  government.  There  is 
in  the  centre  of  this  great  continent,  w’hich 
you  may  call  Central  Australia,  a  large 
area  of  land  that  adjoins  three  or  four 
colonies.  From  its  peculiar  position,  from 
the  smallness  of  its  rainfall,  it  will  have  to 
be  dealt  w’ith  in  the  future  separately 
from  the  other  portions  of.  Australia.  It 
is  not  likely  with  an  enterprising  people 
such  as  we  have  in  these  colonies,  with 
every  obstacle  going  down  before  the  race 
to  which  we  belong,  that  we  shall  allow  the 
arid  wastes  of  the  centre  of  this  continent 
to  remain  as  they  are  for  many  years  to 
come.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  system  of 
conservation  of  water  and  irrigation  must 
be  introduced  into’that  great  tract,  and  if 
that  isdoneat  all  it  must  bedonebyaunited 
Australia.  Consequently  there  should  be 
some  machinery  in  the  central  government 
by  which  the  country  in  the  centre  of  this 
continent  maybe  dealtwith  difierently  from 
other  parts  of  tlie  continent.  Now  I  come 
to  the  question  of  intercolonial  free-trade. 
Here,  again,  I  see  from  my  notes  that  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  speaks  on  behalf 
of  New  South  Wales.  Some  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  have  said,  and  said  rightly,  that  yon 
cannot  touch  the  intercolonial  tariffs  until 
you  make  a  general  tarift'  for  tlie  colonies. 
Their  reason,  as  far  as  I  could  judge  from 
their  siDeeches,  was  that  they  could  not 
possibly  give  up  their  revenue  before  they 
knew  what  they  were  to  get  in  place  of  it. 
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But  there  is  anotlierrea.son  which  will  strike 
the  niiiul  of  any  financial  man.  It  is  abso¬ 
lutely  impossible,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
to  have  intercolonial  free-trade  without  a 
uniform  tariff,  because  each  colony  has  its 
coast  line,  and  by  means  of  sliips  by  sea 
you  could  intercept  and  defeat  entirely 
your  intercolonial  free-trade.  Consequently 
a  uniform  tariff  for  the  whole  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  must  precede  intercolonial  free-trade. 
There  has  been  a  certain  amount  of  dis¬ 
cussion  with  regard  to  this  intercolonial 
trade,  and  when  we  come  to  think  of  the  an¬ 
tagonism  between  Victoria  and  South  Aus¬ 
tralia,  when  w'c  remember  all  that  Queens¬ 
land  has  done  in  tlie  last  few  years  in  the 
same  unneighbourly  direction,  it  is  almost 
incredible  that  the  whole  of  this  vast 
machinery  has  been  set  up  for  les.s  than 
.£500,000  per  annum.  Some  of  the  figures 
liere  are  interesting.  I  find  that  one  of  the 
greatest  offenders — I  do  not  know  whether 
it  arises  from  a  preponderance  of  the  Scotch 
element  in  its  midst — is  Victoria.  Let  us 
take  the  figures  for  the  colonie.s.  New 
South  Wales  receives  £112,901  from  in¬ 
tercolonial  duties,  and  she  pays  away 
£157,000.  The  colony  of  Queensland  re¬ 
ceives  from  intercolonial  duties  £76,000, 
and  she  pays  aw^ay  £97,000. 

Mr.  Don^aldson  :  For  what  year  are 
these  returns  ? 

Mr.  McMillan  :  The  returns  are  for 
1889. 

An  IIoN.  ^Ikmber  :  How  are  these  pay¬ 
ments  made  1 

Mr.  ]\Ic^IILLAN  :  Each  colony  that  I 
have  named  receives  from  and  pays  to  the 
other  colonies  in  taxes  the  amounts  I  have 
stated.  This  is  the  debit  and  credit  of 
the  intercolonial  intercourse  in  trade.  We 
find  that  our  friends  in  Victoria  collect 
£230,000,  and  they  only  pay  away  £59,000. 
W^e  find  in  the  colony  of  New  Zealand 
that  they  pay  away  £140,000,  while  they 
collect  £18,000.  Now,  when  you  con¬ 
sider  the  debit  and  credit  of  the  accounts, 


the  sum  of  money  for  which  the  wdiole 
of  these  antagonisms  between  the  colo¬ 
nies  are  created  may  be  reduced  to  about 
£250,000.  That  is  a  very  good  com¬ 
ment  on  this  question  of  free-trade  and 
j)rotection  between  the  colonies.  Hon. 
memjbers  will  understand  that  I  am  not 
now  going  into  the  general  question  ;  but 
I  am  simply  pointing  out  that  while  these 
duties  are  of  small  account  to  the  respec¬ 
tive  colonies,  they  have  created  a  system 
of  irritation  and  retaliation  which  has 
sometimes  almost  bordered  on  a  civil  war. 

Mr.  McIlwraitii  :  34ie  irritation  is  en¬ 
tirely  here  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  think  in  this  con¬ 
nection  it  is  only  right  that  I  should  say 
openly  and  fairly  that  I  am  quite  willing, 
personally,  to  leave  it  to  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  to  decide  as  to  the  tariff  of  the 
future.  I  am  willing  to  allow  that  at  a 
certain  time  in  my  political  experience  I 
had  other  views ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
if  we  are  to  enter  into  a  union  such  as  that 
I  have  forecast,  we  must  enter  into  it 
without  jealousies  and  without  suspicions, 
and  we  must  trust  to  the  great  federal 
government  of  the  futiu-e  to  deal  with  the 
tariff  question.  But  I  believe  that  a  cer¬ 
tain  time  should  elapse  before  that  tariff 
is  approached,  and  for  the  reason,  that  up 
to  the  present  we  have  all  been  looking 
upon  our  respective  tariffs  and  upon  the 
question  of  free-trade  and  protection  solely 
from  a  local  aspect.  But  when  we  come 
to  adopt  a  tariff  for  the  Avhole  of  Australia 
it  will  be  necessary  that  a  certain  interval 
shall  elap.se,  so  that  our  minds  may  become 
accustomed  to  consider  the  question  from  a 
comprehensive  view  of  the  interests  of  a 
united  Australia.  And  then, whatever  the 
future  may  be,  I  venture  to  think  that  when 
Queensland  has  to  come  into  a  common 
tarifi',  when  Victoria  has  to  come  into  a 
common  tariff — when  a  country  like  Vic¬ 
toria,  practically  without  coal  or  iron,  has 
to  join  in  a  common  tariff  with  New  South 
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Wales,  whicli  has  almost  every  mineral 
known  in  the  world — such  colonies  will 
then  find  that  their  views  of  a  tariff  will 
alter  exceedingly.  They  will  find  that  tlie 
tarifl' which  might  have  suited  the  localisms 
of  the  past  will  not  suit  the  union  of  the 
future. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Don’t  frighten  them 
now’  1 

Mr.  McMILLAN  :  I,  therefore,  say  in 
this  Convention — and  it  is  my  only  rea¬ 
son  for  using  the  argument — that  an  in¬ 
terval  should  elapse,  so  that  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  the  colonies,  judging  from 
the  extreme  localism  that  has  been  ex¬ 
hibited,  should  have  time  to  view  the 
question  from  a  larger,  broader,  and  more 
comprehensive  aspect.  That  is  my  hope 
for  the  future,  and  that  is  the  reason  why 
I  most  unffinchingly  believe  that  wre  should 
leave  the  federal  parliament  of  the  future 
to  decide  the  tariff  of  the  union.  The 
hon.  member,  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  cer¬ 
tainly  threw  the  greatest  bomb-shell  into 
our  midst.  If  the  quintessence  of  difficul¬ 
ties  could  have  been  boiled  down  into  the 
space  of  about  twenty  minutes,  my  hon. 
friend  would  have  managed  to  boil  them 
down  in  that  space.  Without  having  any 
reference  to  this  debate,  I  should  like  to 
remind  him  of  one  fact,  namely,  that  the 
dislocation  of  the  finances  of  this  colony 
might  possibly  be  more  affected  by  a  pro¬ 
tective  tariff,  such  as  he  said  New  South 
Wales  must  come  to,  if,  as  w’e  understand 
economically,  a  protective  tariff  continually 
decreases.  Of  course  it  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  refer  to  the  remarkable  statement 
of  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Dibbs.  That  hon. 
gentleman  said  that  this  Convention  must 
lay  down  the  basis  of  a  tariff  before  it  comes 
to  any  conclusion. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  The  principles  which  should 
guide  the  new  government  1 

Mr.  McMILLAN :  I  should  like  to 
point  out  one  thing  in  regard  to  the  tariff, 
and  with  regard  to  that  dislocation  of  the 
[3/r.  McMillan, 


finances  to  wdiich  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Thomas  Mcllwraith,  has  referred,  I  have 
before  me  a  table  which  show's  that  at  the 
present  time  we  are  borrowing  all  round 
at  the  rate  of  4*15  per  cent.  The  loans 
outstanding  at  the  present  date  are  in 
amount  over  X 1 8 1 ,000,000,  and  tlieinterest 
payable  is  X7, 545,000.  If  the  whole  of 
these  loans  were  converted,  as  they  will 
be  in  time,  into  3i  per  cent,  loans,  there 
will  be  a  saving,  taking  the  debt,  even  if 
it  did  not  increase,  at  the  present  rate,  of 
£1,180,000. 

Mr.  Playford  :  What  amount  would 
you  have  to  pay  the  present  bondholders 
to  get  the  loans  converted  into  34  per 
cents.  % 

Mr.  McMILLAN  :  The  existing  loans 
at  4  per  cent,  and  5  per  cent,  are  running 
out,  and  we  shall  never  convert  at  above 
3^  per  cent,  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Baker  :  Each  colony  can  do  that 
by  itself ! 

Mr.  McMILLAN  :  Exactly  ;  but  I  am 
only  saying  that  if  the  finances  are  to  re¬ 
ceive  such  a  teiTible  dislocation  from  the 
loss  of  the  £500,000,  and  other  things,  the 
tendency,  on  the  other  hand,  will  be  to  an 
immense  saving  in  the  future;  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  federated  Australia  will  yet  be 
able  to  borrow  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent. 
There  is  another  question  which  enters 
intimately  into  the  consideration  of  finance, 
and  that  is,  the  question  of  the  cost  of  the 
central  government.  For  the  benefit  of 
hon.  members,  I  have  had  tables  care¬ 
fully  prepared  with  regard  to  the  general 
revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  central 
government.  It  is  here  proposed  to  give 
the  whole  of  the  customs  of  the  colonies  to 
the  central  government, and  that,  of  course, 
is  necessary  to  the  sovereign  character  of 
the  central  government  and  the  control  of 
the  coasts.  I  find  that  the  total  revenue 
from  customs  duties,  in  the  whole  of  the 
colonies,  is  £8,641,000,  and  by  the  most 
careful  calculation  that  we  can  make,  the 
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total  expenditure  of  the  central  govern¬ 
ment  would  be  ^2,240,000 — that  is  to  say, 
merely  12s.  per  head  in  federated  Australia 
for  all  tlie  advantages  of  central  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  we  would  be  able  to  return 
to  the  different  colonies,  as  a  surplus, 
£6,401,000.  I  remarked  just  now,  that  if 
our  debts  were  reduced  to  34  per  cent., 
the  amount  at  which  we  are  borrowing  at 
present,  that  vould  save  £1,180,000,  and 
if,  in  a  federated  Australia,  w^e  reduced  the 
rate  of  interest  to3  percent.,  then  we  should 
save  by  that  process  alone  nearly  the  w^hole 
of  the£2,240,000  required  for  the  purposes 
of  central  government.  Of  course,  there 
will  be  another  way  of  saving  through  the 
central  government.  All  the  fortifications 
will  have  to  be  taken  over  at  a  fair  valua¬ 
tion,  and  colonies  such  as  Yictoria,  which, 
I  believe,  has  paid  for  nearly  all  its  forti¬ 
fications  out  of  revenue — I  think  I  am 
correct  in  that — will,  of  course,  have  re¬ 
turned  to  them  a  substantial  sum,  which 
will  reduce  their  debt.  I  now  come  to 
a  question  on  which  I  shall  dwell  very 
shortly — the  question  of  the  senate  and  the 
house  of  representatives.  I  do  not  agree 
with  hon.  members  who  say  that  the  senate 
should  be  looked  upon  purely  as  a  chamber 
for  the  protection  of  state  rights. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  No  one  said  it  was  to 
be  purely  for  that  purpose  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  consider  that  one 
of  its  essential  functions  will  be  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  state  rights  ;  but  at  the  same 
time  it  will  certainly  have  all  the  elements 
of  a  second  chamber — a  chamber  of  great 
stability,  a  chamber  which  will  attract  to 
itself  all  the  best  elements,  all  the  elements 
which  have  proved  a  success  in  other  spheres 
of  public  life,  whether  in  the  local  legisla¬ 
tures  or  in  the  house  of  representatives. 
That  chamber  from  its  position  as  a 
second  chamber,  and  as  a  check,  will  be 
one  of  the  greatest  bulwarks  of  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  people.  As  regards  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  money  bills,  I  give  in  my  adhesion 


simply  to  the  confining  of  the  initiation 
of  money  bills  to  the  lower  house.  I 
believe  that  in  every  other  respect  the 
upper  house  must  have  co  ordinate  power. 
If  we  are  to  have  a  house  that  will  attract 
to  itself  all  the  ability  of  the  country — if 
the  men  who  have  had  years  of  experience 
in  the  legi.slatures  of  the  diflferent  colonies, 
and  perhaps  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  are  to  be  attracted  to  a  house  where 
the  weight  of  their  experience  and  their 
matured  faculties  must  be  felt,  these  men 
must  go  into  a  co-ordinate  assembly,  and 
they  must  feel  that  their  position  is  one 
of  the  blue  ribbons  of  the  political  life  of 
the  country.  I  think,  if  that  is  the  char¬ 
acter  of  our  upper  house,  as  I  believe  it 
will  be,  we  shall  be  able  to  trust  to  the 
wisdom  and  the  patriotism  and  the  well- 
known  characteristics  of  our  people  ;  and 
no  arbitrary  check — no  artificial  means — 
will  be  required  to  keep  it  from  overriding 
the  other  assembly.  The  more  power  you 
give,  then,  to  the  upper  chamber,  the  more 
likely  it  is  that  there  will  be  but  little 
friction  between  the  houses,  and  that  they 
will  do  their  duty  as  patriots  to  their 
common  country.  Now,  with  regard  to 
the  question  of  veto,  I  can  see  that,  unless 
■we  have  some  rather  elaborate  machinery, 
there  will  be  great  diflBculty  between  the 
senate  and  the  house  of  representatives 
in  dealing  with  money  bills.  I  take  it 
for  granted,  as  was  done  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Gillies,  that  all  questions  of 
ordinary  appropriation  for  which  revenue 
is  available  will,  of  course,  be  decided  al¬ 
most  entirely  by  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  ;  but  there  may  be  this  diflSculty  :  A 
loan  which  it  is  desired  to  float  may  be 
initiated  in  the  representative  assembly,  it 
may  be  for  £30,000,000  ;  the  upper  house 
may  think  that  that  is  £10,000,000  too 
much,  and  there  must  be  some  macliinery 
by  which  they  can  intimate  their  opinion. 
Instead  of  the  bill  being  thrown  with  in¬ 
dignity  under  the  table  in  the  assembly, 
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tlie  upper  house  should  be  able  to  say, 
‘‘  We  do  not  think  you  should  have 
.£30,000,000  ;  but  we  are  cpiite  willing  to 
grant  you  ^20,000,000.”  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  only  mode  of  settling  diHerenccs 
in  case  of  a  deadlock  is  tlie  s^’steni  of  con¬ 
ferences  which  have  had  such  happy  results 
in  the  United  States.  In  them  men  get 
away  from  the  influence  of  party  feeling 
and  are  in  a  position  analogous  to  that 
which  we  occupy  at  the  present  time. 
They  would  be  more  likely  to  come  together 
in  a  spirit  of  amity,  and  the  common  desire 
would  be  to  do  what  wasbest  for  the  country. 
Consequently,  I  think  some  system  of  com¬ 
mittee  for  dealing  with  financial  aflairs 
between  the  two  houses  should  be  brought 
into  existence  where  necessary,  in  order 
to  prevent  deadlocks  in  these  matters, 
so  that  the  upper  house,  without  showing 
any  indignity  to  the  lower  house,  can  say 
exactly  what  they  mean.  I  believe  that 
if  our  house  of  representatives  is  properly 
formed  ;  if  it  has  a  longer  tenure  of  ex¬ 
istence  than  that  house  has  in  America — 
and  the  shortness  of  existence  there  is,  I 
think,  one  of  the  great  defects  of  the 
American  system — if  it  becomes  a  real 
house  of  representatives,  with  proper 
powers,  and  if  its  machinery  is  such  as  to 
attract  to  it  the  best  men  of  the  country, 
you  will  find  that  no  antagonism  will 
exist  between  it  and  the  upper  house  on 
these  matters,  wliich  cannot  easily  be  ad¬ 
justed.  As  regards  a  penal  dissolution  of 
the  upper  house,  that  is  a  most  extreme 
proposition.  The  upper  house,  if  it  is  to 
have  any  characteristic,  should  have  the 
characteristic  of  stability.  It  is  to  be  the 
house  which,  at  the  time  of  the  greatest 
danger  to  tlie  whole  nation,  wlien,  perliaps, 
an  enemy  is  at  her  very  gates,  instead  of 
being  open  to  penal  dissolution,  must  be 
m  such  a  position  that  two-thirds  of  its 
members  will  stand  secure  with  all  the 
experience  and  wi.sdom  of  acknowledged 
and  trained  politicians.  But,  in  order  to 
[J/r.  McMillan. 


understand  the  American  system,  we  must 
clearly  understand  the  position  of  aflairs 
'when  that  system  was  brought  into  exist¬ 
ence,  and  hero  I  come  into  direct  and  abso¬ 
lute  conflict  'with  the  lion,  member,  Mr. 
Dibbs.  That  lion,  member  finds  fault  with 
the  insertion  of  the  words  under  the 
Crown  ”  in  the  resolutions.  But  I  tell 
my  hon.  friend  if  he  is  not  willing  to 
accept  federation  under  the  Crown  he  has 
no  right  to  be  here. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  The  hon.  member  said  that 
before  ! 

INIr.  ^IcMILLAN  :  I  said  in  the  early 
part  of  the  proceedings  that  I  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  my  hon.  friend  thought  that.  I 
believe  he  'will  come  in  with  our  results  at 
the  end  just  as  amicably  as  anybody. 
“  Under  the  Crown  ”  makes  all  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  condition  of  aflairs  here 
now  and  the  condition  of  affairs  when  the 
United  States  werefedeiated.  There  they 
had  their  president  and  their  two  houses, 
and  the  system  was  'v\diat  is  called,  in 
commercial  language,  “check upon  check.” 
The  states  were  suspicious  of  tlie  central 
government.  Congress  was  suspicious  of  its 
president,  and  the  whole  system  'vv'as  an 
elaborate  sy.stem  of  suspicion  and  check. 
But  wehaveno  needfor  anyextreme  caution 
of  tliat  kind.  We  have  a  system  of  respon¬ 
sible  government,  and  we  have  at  the  head 
of  it  a  representative  of  her  Majesty.  Long 
may  w’e  have  her  representative  among  us, 
I  do  not  agree  with  what  my  lion,  friend, 
Sir  George  Grey,  said  on  this  point.  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  makes  the  whole 
difference  of  thesystem — it  goes  to  the  very 
root  of  the  system.  We  have  now  a  gover¬ 
nor,  w’hether  he  be  able  or  not,  who  is  above 
party  feeling.  He  never  ceases  to  exist. 
Ministers  come  and  go,  but  there  remains 
an  absolute  link  of  communication  from 
the  people  right  up  to  the  head  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment.  And  who  in  this  country  w’ishes 
to  be  better  than  the  Prime  Minister  of 
federated  Australia  ?  Who  cares  to  be  the 


Federal  ConHtUution  : 


Resolutions. 


273 


[12  March,  1891.] 


Governor  of  federated  Australia  when  tlie 
Prime  Minister  is  the  first  man  in  power  in 
the  country  ?  liis  position  will  be  the  blue 
rii>boii  of  the  highest  possible  ambition,  and 
tlie  dilliculties  which  met  the  American 
people,  arising  out  of  the  conditions  of  po¬ 
litical  life  at  the  time  which  were  100  years 
behind  our  present  development — they 
liaving  to  make  a  man  either  a  despot  or  a 
nonentity — for  every  president  has  been  one 
or  tlie  other — do  not  exist  with  us.  As  the 
lion,  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  said,  under  our 
form  of  government  we  have  every  pos¬ 
sible  freedom.  And  if  it  suits  the  genius 
of  our  people  and  the  conditions  under 
which  we  live,  why  should  vio  look  for¬ 
ward  to  another  system,  full  of  inexplic¬ 
able  difficulties  and  dangers  wliich  nobody 
can  foretell?  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
position  of  responsible  ministers.  I  do  not 
see  why  these  resolutions  should  say  that 
the  ministers  must  be  responsible  to  the 
lower  house.  Our  Constitution  says  nothing 
of  the  kind.  Ministers  cannot  hold  power 
a  day  after  they  have  lost  the  confidence 
of  the  people;  and  by  our  machinery,  hav¬ 
ing  our  Executive  in  the  two  liou.ses  of 
Parliament — and  I  trust  that  the  senate 
will  have  some  members  of  the  executive 
among  them — we  feel  the  breath  of  the 
people  as  we  feel  the  wind  of  heaven. 
Twenty-four  hours  need  only  elapse  before 
the  feeling  of  the  people  is  known,  and  in 
spite  of  those  gentlemen  who  wish  to  bring 
about  the  political  millennium,  I  liope  that 
there  will  always  be  an  opposition,  sturdy, 
critical,  and  independent,  so  that  the 
ministry  may  always  feel  the  breath  of 
the  i3eo[)le,  and  be  turned  out  as  soon  as 
they  cease  to  represent  the  people.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  colo¬ 
nies,  and  more  particularly  of  the  smaller 
colonies,  I  think  that  in  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  details  of  the  constitution  we 
ought  to  consider  the  smaller  states  more 
than  the  larger  states.  I  believe  that  in 
all  political  matters  the  best  men  will  rise 
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to  the  top,  and  in  the  administration  of  a 
country  with  various  classes  of  offices  such 
as  law,  public  works,  defence,  and  others 
open,  there  will  require  to  be  such  a  diver¬ 
sity  as  well  as  such  an  extent  of  talent  that 
there  ^an  bo  no  fear  that  the  smaller  states 
will  be  snulied  out  if  they  send  capable  men 
to  the  central  legislature  of  the  country. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  enter  into  matters 
which  lie  more  in  the  province  of  the  legal 
members  of  this  Convention.  I  do  not 
want  to  delay  for  one  moment  unneces¬ 
sarily  this  debate.  I  trust,  in  the  remarks 
I  have  made  with  regard  to  the  necessity  for 
a  strong  central  government,  I  have  given 
no  offence  to  those  gentlemen  who  have 
taken  an  opposite  view.  In  coming  here 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  have  been  grati¬ 
fied  to  meet,  as  I  have  met,  the  picked  men 
of  Australasia.  I  have  come  away  from 
the  party  spirit  of  our  own  Parliament, 
not  to  a  body  going  to  criticise  minutely 
every  point  of  its  deliberations  as  against 
each  other,  but  to  a  body  that  are  actuated 
by  one  feeling,  and  that  is  a  desire  to  make 
a  constitution  which  will  stand  the  test 
of  time.  I  wish  to  point  out  that  we  are 
now  making  this  constitution  at  a  period 
of  our  existence  when  there  is  no  hostile 
or  disturbing  element  in  our  midst.  Why,. 
gentlemen,  could  you,  as  far  as  matters  of 
locomotion  are  concerned,  have  assembled 
here  ten  years  ago  in  this  Chamber,  with 
the  prime  ministers  of  the  various  colo¬ 
nies,  and  other  ministers  of  state  per¬ 
forming  important  functions — could  you 
have  done  that  ten  years  ago ;  would  it 
have  been  deemed  possible  ten  years  ago  ? 
If  my  hon.  friend,  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith, 
wants  to  go  up  to  the  social  troubles  of 
Queensland,  we  can  send  him  up  in  twenty- 
four  hours  by  an  express  train.  Are  we 
to  ignore  the  possibilities  of  the  future  ? 
Are  we  to  ignore  this  fact :  that  now,  nt 
a  time  when  there  is  a  chance  of  laying 
truly  the  foundations  of  Australian  union, 
every  year  brings  us  nearer,  by  processes  of 
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locomotion,  to  each  other  1  Our  eager 
friends  in  ^Yestern  Australia  want  a  rail¬ 
way  through ;  and  I  believe  thatwill  be  one 
of  the  first  great  undertakings  of  the  Aus- 
tmlian  federation.  Year  by  year  we  get 
nearer  to  one  another,  and  year  by  year 
the  question  of  Perth,  Adelaide,  Mel¬ 
bourne,  and  so  on,  will  become  less  and 
less  in  the  distance  of  the  future.  AVhat 
I  want  to  impress  upon  hon.  members 
of  the  Convention  is  this  :  that  now, 
when  there  are  no  hostile  elements,  when 
protection,  which  is  calculated  to  call 
forth  retaliation  and  to  engender  hostility 
among  the  different  colonies,  is  now  to  be 
cut  off  completely  amongst  ourselves — I 
want  to  see  a  constitution  created  of  such 
a  character  as  will  annihilate,  not  the 
localisms,  but  the  nationalities  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  states.  I  want  to  see  a  central  go¬ 
vernment,  which  will  prove  of  immense 
service  in  welding  together  the  different 
elements  of  the  people  of  this  country.  I 
want  to  see  a  central  government,  which, 
will  deal  with  the  black  question  in  North 
Queensland,  and  with  the  great  territories 
of  Western  Australia,  as  far  as  by  influence 
and  by  common  consent  they  can  be  dealt 
'with.  We  should  do  now-  what  is  pos¬ 
sible  in  that  direction.  If  we  accentuate 
our  differences,  and  crystallise  them  under 
the  constitution,  we  may  never  be  able  to 
undo.  Do  not  let  us  feel,  when  the  great 
future  comes,  that  those  who  look  back 
upon  our  early  efforts,  that  those  who  knew 
we  had  this  great  opportunity  before  us, 
will  be  able  to  say,  “Patriotic  and  able 
as  these  men  were,  anxious  as  they  were 
to  take  action  in  these  gi*eat  affairs,  they 
did  not  see  with  suflicient  clearness  the 
great  future  destinies  of  Australasia.  They 
stopped  short  in  the  very  essential  element 
of  national  union  ;  and,  by  a  wretched  tra¬ 
vesty  of  a  constitution  they  actually  crys¬ 
tallised  those  differences  which  are  now  the 
great  bane  of  these  communities.”  I  believe 
we  shall  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  It  is  only 
[J/r.  McMillan, 


with  the  view  of  raising  my  voice  and  try¬ 
ing  to  evoke  in  this  Convention  a  spirit 
which  will  permeate  our  more  utilitarian 
efforts,  that  I  have  risen  to  speak  on  this 
occasion  ;  and  I  trust,  sir,  that,  inexperi¬ 
enced  though  1  am  as  a  politician,  still, 
being  ambitious  as  an  Australian  patriot, 
the  few^  w'ords  to  which  I  have  given  utter¬ 
ance  this  morning  may  contribute  to  the 
national  union, 

Mr.  HACKETT :  My  hon.  friend,  Mr. 
McMillan,  has  claimed  the  indulgence  of 
the  Convention  as  a  young  politician.  I 
feel,  sir,  that  my  claim  to  the  same  privi¬ 
lege  comes  with  double  force,  for  not  only 
am  I  a  young  politician  in  my  adopted 
colony  of  Western  Australia,  but  that 
colony  itself  is  among  the  youngest,  is  the 
very  youngest,  of  the  Australian  group  of 
free  states.  In  that  connection,  sir,  per¬ 
haps  you  will  allow  me  to  emphasise  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  members,  Sir  James 
Lee-Steere  and  Mr.  John  Forrest,  in  ex¬ 
pressing  our  gratification  at  being  able  to 
be  present  on  an  equality  with  the  other 
states  of  Australia  in  this  Convention.  I 
should  like  to  take  exception  to  something 
which  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  said 
in  regard  to  that  matter,  when,  with  an 
air  w’hich  grated  a  little,  although,  no 
doubt,  it  was  wholly  unintentional  on  his 
part,  he  spoke  of  Western  Australia  as 
claiming  some  extreme  privileges,  under 
the  impression,  perhaps,  that  as  she  was 
the  youngest  child  of  Australia,  she  was 
to  be  treated  as  the  pet  of  the  continent. 
None  of  us  can  forget  that  though  our 
majority  dates  back  only  a  few  months,  in 
reality  we  are  the  oldest  child  of  the 
parent  state  of  New  South  Wales  ;  that 
sitting  here  on  an  equality  with  the  other 
states  we  feel  we  are  sitting  among  our 
younger  sisters ;  and  if  there  were  any 
danger  of  our  forgetting  the  duties  tliat 
we  owe  to  maternity,  the  hospitality,  the 
extreme  and  gracious  kindness  w’c  have 
received  at  the  hands  of  the  parent  state, 
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will  make  it  ineffaceable  from  our  minds. 
We  have  had  the  extreme  disadvantage, 
as  the  hon.  member,  Sir  James  Lee-Steere, 
has  already  put  it,  of  arriving  late  in  this 
debate.  Tlie  speech  to  which  most  of  the 
other  speeches  liave  been  replies,  more 
or  less,  whether  comments  of  censure  or 
comments  of  approval,  has  been  that  of 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith.  We 
were  unable  to  hear  tliat  speech,  and  we 
M"ere  also  unable  to  hear  a  speech  which,  I 
believe,  produced  as  great  an  effect  on  the 
minds  of  those  who  heard  it  as  it  did  on 
the  minds  of  those  who  read  it — the  speech 
of  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Barton.  But  I 
would  point  out  that  our  arriving  late — 
and  I  hope  I  may  be  forgiven  for  making 
this  passing  reference  to  the  matter — is  in 
itself  an  emphatic  argument  in  favour  of 
the  movement  we  are  here  to  advocate. 
Travelling  night  and  day,  with  most  un¬ 
usual  expedition,  w^e  took  over  a  week  to 
reach  Sydney  from  our  city  of  Perth.  Had 
that  communication  which  I  believe 
is  only  a  matter  of  time,  we  could  have 
shortened  that  distance  by  less  than  one- 
half.  I  take  it  that  if  federation  is  to  be 
anything  more  than  a  name,  one  of  its 
main  objects  will  be,  not  only  to  strengthen 
the  political  bonds  which  unite  us,  but  also 
to  abridge  the  physical  barriers  which 
keep  us  apart.  Ho  doubt  it  is  w'ell  to 
talk  of  a  union  of  hearts — I  hope  we  have 
that  in  Australia  already  ;  but  I  have 
been  taught  to  consider  that  an  alliance 
of  that  kind,  if  it  is  to  be  binding  and  in¬ 
defeasible,  should  be  a  lawful  marriage — 
should  be  not  only  a  union  of  hearts,  but 
a  union  of  hands.  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
taken  amiss  when  I  say  that  we  feel  that 
we  cannot  be  actually  a  part  of  the  great 
Australian  dominion,  standing  with  all  the 
representatives  of  the  other  colonies  on  per¬ 
fectly  equal  rights,  until  some  better  means 
of  communication  are  established  than  the 
tempestuous  waters  of  1,000  miles  of  sea. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  follow  my  hon. 


friend,  Mr.  McMillan,  through  his  speech  ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  am  sure  I  express  the 
regret  of  the  representatives  of  my  own 
colony,  and  no  doubt  also  the  regret  of  the 
great  majority  of  hon.  members  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  that  those  figures  with  which  he 
favoured  us  were  not  presented  before  the 
members  of  this  assembly  at  an  earlier 
period  in  the  debate.  He  sketched  in  the 
most  cursory  manner  questions,  and  gave 
us  tables  of  figures  which  would  require 
hours  to  consider  adequately.  Even  his 
remark  about  the  .£2,000,000  which  it 
would  be  necessary  to  present  to  the  cen¬ 
tral  government,  if  it  is  adequately  to 
do  its  duty,  was  imperfect  and  ob.scure. 
What  did  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan, 
mean  by  those  £2,000,000  ?  What  is  the 
money  to  pay  for — for  what  things  is  it 
required  ?  Appai*ently,  the  hon.  member 
contemplates  the  central  government  tak¬ 
ing  over  the  debts  of  the  states. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  Ho.  I  left  details  to 
the  Committee  ! 

Mr.  HACKETT  :  This  more  than  ever 
accentuates  the  difficulty  in  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  hon.  member  has  placed  the  Con¬ 
vention  by  alluding  in  this  slight  fashion 
to  mattei*s  wdiich  should  have  been  pre¬ 
sented  at  an  earlier  opportunity.  But  one 
word  in  reference  to  that  debt.  In  the 
case  of  all  the  other  colonies  it  is  a 
simple  matter.  You  can  estimate  your 
debt;  you  can  put  it  dowm  in  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence.  It  is  my  intention 
this  morning  to  deal  chiefly  with  the 
general  question,  because  I  feel  that  these 
questions  of  detail  are  only  introducing 
division  and  leading  to  discursiveness  when 
they  are  brought  in  in  this  fashion  ;  but 
when  we  go  into  the  question  of  debt  it 
will  be  easy  to  point  out  that  in  the  case 
of  Western  Australia  there  is  a  factor 
which  makes  it  practically  impossible  to 
estimate  the  share  which  she  should  claim. 
You  have  got  your  debts.  As  I  say,  they 
are  cash  debts.  But,  how  w  ill  you  deal 
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with  our  land  grant  railways  ?  'We  have 
handed  or  are  handing  over  something  like 
7,000,000  acres  to  two  large  companies  for 
theconstructionof  these  railways.  On  what 
terms  is  the  debt  of  Western  Australia  to 
be  calculated  ?  I  allude  to  this  merely  to 
justify  the  course  that  I  propose  to  take 
— namely*  to  revert  to  the  earlier  ques¬ 
tions  wliicli  were  placed  before  us  by  the 
speeches  of  the  hon.  and  learned  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  and  others,  and  simply 
to  deal,  in  the  firet  place,  with  the  fiscal  ques¬ 
tion,  and,  afterwards,  with  the  position  of 
the  senate.  I  think  that  I  may  congratulate 
you,  sir — if  you  will  allow  me  to  do  so  in 
common  with  every  hon.  member  who  has 
spoken  latterly — on  the  progress  that  lias 
been  made  on  this  question.  Pmctically 
the  great  bulk  of  the  resolutions  which  you 
were  good  enough  to  draw  up  for  this  Con¬ 
vention  have  been  agreed  to.  The  differ¬ 
ences  are  few  and  small,  and  it  is  a  re¬ 
markable  fact  that,  as  the  debate  has  pro¬ 
ceeded,  those  differences  have  dropped  off 
one  by  one.  If  I  may  so  put  it,  the  pace 
was  too  hot  for  them ;  they  could  not  main¬ 
tain  a  pace  that  was  forced  by  a  determin¬ 
ation  for  a  federation,  if  possibly  it  could 
be  had  ;  and  the  result  now  is  that  the  real 
issues  at  stake  are  narrowed  down  to  two 
or  three — no  doubt  of  vital  importance — 
and  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  in 
the  past  affords  the  greatest  hope  that  they 
will  be  narrowed  down  still  further,  and 
finally  brought  to  a  vani.shing  point  before 
this  Convention  gets  out  of  Committee.  I 
should  like  to  say  one  word  wfith  regard 
to  the  customs  question.  I  believe,  as  the 
hon.  member,  IVIr.  'VYrixon,  has  said,  that 
the  more  we  have  looked  at  this  matter — 
the  more  boldly  we  have  faced  it — the  less 
formidable  it  has  become.  It  is  true  that 
there  is  something  of  the  semblance  of  a 
‘Mion  in  the  path,”  and  for  two  or  three 
days  that  obnoxious  beast  has  been  lash¬ 
ing  his  tail  about,  and  has  been  roaring 
nob  a  little  terribly  ;  and  to  judge  by  the 
[3/r.  HacketL 


direction  from  which  its  cries  proceeded, 
I  should  say  that  the  lion  was  couched 
somewhere  in  the  direction  of  that  door¬ 
way  ;  bub  we  have  ceased  to  fear  him. 
The  more  the  matter  is  examined,  the 
more  it  appears  certain  that  wo  can  meet, 
on  a  common  ground,  and  the  proposal, 
the  compromise  which  has  been  generally, 
though  not  formally,  accepted — namely, 
that  a  certain  period  should  be  fixed 
during  which  the  tariffs  of  the  different 
colonies  should  be  allowed  to  run  before, 
by  common  consent,  they  are  to  expire — 
should  be  satisfactory  to  all.  It  certainly 
will  be  satisfactory,  I  believe,  to  my  own 
colony.  Speaking  as  a  free-trader,  I  re¬ 
gret  that  intercolonial  free-trade  could  not 
be  established  at  once  ;  but  as  that  is  out 
of  the  question,  the  next  best  thing  that 
we  can  do  with  this  lion  in  the  path,  if  we 
cannot  order  its  instant  execution,  is  to 
stand  patiently  by  until  the  time  comes 
when  it  will  perish  of  its  own  accord. 
'With  regard  to  the  contribution  to  the 
federal  government,  if  that  tariff  is  to  run 
for  five,  seven,  or  ten  years — the  period 
makes  very  little  difference,  it  is  nothing 
in  the  life  of  a  nation — I  apprehend  that 
nothing  could  be  easier  than  to  insist  upon 
each  colony  contributing  its  quota,  be  it 
only  5  or  10  per  cent.,  towards  the  general 
expenses ;  for  I  do  not  appreliend  that  the 
national  government  will  at  the  outset  re¬ 
quire  either  a  very  costly  outfit,  or  a  large 
sum  of  money  to  enable  it  to  undertake  its 
work,  and  to  carry  it  out  with  efficiency. 
But  let  us  hear  as  little  as  possible,  if  I  may 
venture  to  say  so,  of  guarantees.  There 
was  a  tendency  on  many  sides  to  insist 
that  before  this  colony  or  that  colony, 
or  this  delegate  or  that  delegate  should 
give  in  his  adhesion,  certain  claims  and 
privileges  should  he  considered  as  vested 
and  guaranteed.  Happily  these  guarantees 
are,  most  of  them,  disposed  of  now;  but 
at  one  time  they  appeared  to  threaten 
federation  itself.  We  were  to  be  guar  an- 
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teed  out  of  federation.  All  these  questions 
of  minor  details  will,  I  believe,  be  set¬ 
tled;  and  let  me  say  that  nothing  is  more 
irritating  to  a  man  of  moderation,  and,  I 
may  add,  to  a  man  of  common-sense,  than 
to  see  details  raising  themselves  in  the 
form  of  principles,  and  insignificant  mat¬ 
ters  rising  and  threatening  to  bar  the  way. 
We  shall  get  rid  of  the  customs  question, 
and  as  to  those  other  questions — of  the 
capital,  of  the  army,  of  separation,  of  the 
republic,  of  the  Murray — why  these  are 
not  lions  in  the  path,”  they  are  not  even 
good  honest  beasts — they  are  merely  red 
herrings  dragged  across  the  trail.  When 
the  time  comes  to  dispose  of  them  they  will 
be  disposed  of  with  satisfaction  to  all,  and 
certainly  without  danger  to  the  interests  of 
federation.  But  behind  them  there  lies 
the  crucial  question  as  to  what  powers  the 
federal  body,  or,  rather,  the  central  factor 
in  the  federal  body,  is  to  possess.  To  us 
of  Western  Australia,  and,  I  believe,  to  all 
the  smaller  states,  this  question  of  the 
senate  and  the  powers  that  are  to  be  vested 
in  it  is  all-important.  It  is  the  one  on 
which  we  must  stand  or  fall  ;  we  cannot 
possibly  give  way.  There  is  not  one  of  us 
who  would  dare  to  tell  his  constituents  in 
Western  Australia  that  he  had  yielded  an 
ace  on  this  point ;  and  I  am  most  happy  to 
see  that,  with  the  exception  of  my  friends 
from  Victoria,  who  seem  determined  to 
stay  out  in  the  cold,  there  is  now  a  prac¬ 
tical  consensus  of  agreement  by  members 
of  the  Convention  as  to  the  powers  of  the 
senate.  The  senate  is  the  hinge  of  federa¬ 
tion.  If  we  were  asked  to  express  in  a 
single  sentence  what  this  Convention  has 
met  to  determine,  it  might  be  put  thus  : 
to  decide  on  the  powers,  the  composi¬ 
tion,  and  the  tenure  of  the  senate.  Hon. 
members  have  spoken  as  if  the  ques¬ 
tion  were  one  of  a  second  house,  that  we 
were  looking  about  for  a  second  house. 
There  is  no  doubt,  as  the  hon.  member, 
]Mr.  McMillan,  lias  said,  that  a  senate  of 


the  description  which  he  so  eloquently 
sketched — one  representing  the  states  fully 
and  endowed  with  co-ordinate  powders — 
would  perform  in  an  excellent  manner  the 
duties  demanded  from  a  chamber  of  re¬ 
vision  and  review",  but  that  is  not  its  basis. 
It  is  to  form  the  federal  house  as  distin¬ 
guished  from  w  hat  I  call  the  population 
house.  That  is  the  foundation  on  w  h  ich  w"0 
are  determined  to  build  it.  It  is  that  it 
should  be  the  federal  chamber  representing 
the  states,  that  it  should  be  the  depositary 
of  state  rights  or  state  interests,  that  it 
should  be  their  trusted  guardian,  as  it  wdll 
their  visible  and  I  hope  enduring  emblem. 
It  has  been  claimed  by  one  or  two  hon.  mem¬ 
bers — happily  they  are  in  a  very  small  min¬ 
ority — that  w"e  should  apply  the  conditions 
of  the  provincial  governments  to  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  national  government.  The  lion, 
members,  Mr.  Gillies  and  Mr.  Wrixon,  and 
other  hon.  gentlemen  from  Victoria,  were 
loudintheexpression  of  that  claim.  All  these 
hon.  gentlemen  have  had  much  experience 
in  politics  ;  most  of  them  have  had  much 
experience,  if  not  in  constitution  making, 
in  constitution  mending.  Therefore,  I  am 
forced  to  believe  wdien  they  come  before 
the  Convention  wdth  this  astounding  pro¬ 
position,  that  w^e  are  to  apply  the  conditions 
of  provincial  government  to  the  federal 
government — a  proposition  as  astounding, 
it  seems  to  me,  if  it  is  not  supported  by 
adequate  proof,  as  the  other  one,  that  we 
should  apply  the  conditions  of  municipal 
government  to  provincial  governments,  that 
they  have  some  precedent  in  their  minds — 
some  case  of  a  federal  government  on  which 
they  rely,  and  by  which  they  can  test  their 
claim.  I  go  to  the  Senate  of  Canada,  and 
I  ask,  is  this  powder  of  amendment  refused 
to  them?  Nothing  of  the  kind.  I  go  to 
the  upper  house  in  Switzerland,  and  I  ask, 
is  this  power  refused  there?  I  find  nothing 
of  the  kind.  I  go  to  the  most  perfect  sys¬ 
tem  of  federation  which  ancient  or  modern 
history  has  seen,  that  of  the  United  States 
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of  America,  and^I  ask,  what  is  the  rule 
there  1  Nob  only  is  it  not  withdrawn  ; 
bub  it  is  enforced  with  all  the  validity  of 
a  statutory  direction  which  cannot  be 
altered  except  by  an  immense  majority, 
both  of  population  and  of  states.  There¬ 
fore,  sir,  those  hon.  members  stand  by 
themselves  in  trying  to  force  on  the  federal 
government  a  form  which  men,  and  very 
wise  men,  have  expressly  refused  to  insert 
in  kindred  constitutions,  and  they  give  us 
no  reason  whatever,  excepting  a  series  of 
arguments,  which,  however  valuable  on  the 
hustings  in  Victoria,  I  venture  to  say,  have 
not  only  no  validity,  but  no  relevancy  to 
the  question  at^issue  here.  W e  all  aim  at  a 
united  Australia ;  but  a  united  Australia 
may  be  of  several  kinds.  There  may  be  a 
mere  unity — a  unity  such  as  existed  in  the 
American  states  under  the  articles  of  con¬ 
federation,  and  which  broke  down  of  its  own 
weight ;  a  unity  such  as  existed  in  Canada 
before  the  passing  of  the  British  North 
America  Ack  That  system  maybe  called 
the  confederated  one.  Then  there  is  a  iinion 
— a  union  of  a  federal  character,  true  union, 
true  federation.  And  finally — and  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  upon  this  kind  of  a  united 
Australia  that  the  delegates  from  Victoria 
have  chiefly  fixed  their  eyes — there  is  a 
unification.  That  system  may  be  called 
the  imperial  system.  Perhaps  I  may  go 
one  step  further,  and  call  it  the  responsible 
government  system.  It  is  the  system 
which  prevails  in  England,  and  I  hope 
the  Convention  will  pardon  me  just  for 
one  moment  in  remarking  that  that  unifi¬ 
cation,  if  they  give  it  wings,  will  fly  they 
not  not  whither.  Look  at  its  course  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  There  was  a  time, 
not  so  very  long  ago,  when  there  were 
three  branches  of  Parliament — Crown, 
Lords,  and  Commons.  The  two  houses 
seized  the  power  of  the  Crown,  and  made  it, 
so  far  as  legislation  is  concerned,  a  nullity, 
except  the  very  small  privilege  which  the 
Crown  has  of  requiring  ministers  to  submit 
[ul/r.  Uackett. 


their  measures  to  it  in  the  fii*st  instance. 
Then  they  went  a  step  further.  Having 
won  the  victory  over  the  Crown,  the  Com¬ 
mons  and  the  Lords  joined  issue,  and  an¬ 
other  stage  in  unification  was  reached. 
The  Lords  practically  disap})eared,  and  the 
Commons  mostly  in  legislation  and  wholly 
in  finance  reign  supreme.  We  go  one  step 
further,  and  we  find  that,  having  defeated 
the  Crowm  and  the  Lords,  it  is  now  insisted 
that  the  executive  government  shall  form 
simply  one  of  the  departments  of  the  House 
of  Commons;  they  treat  the  executive  body 
in  every  sense  as  the  committee  hardly  of 
both  houses,  but  mainly  of  the  first  house, 
and  in  every  sense  responsible  to  the  first 
bouse.  And  within  the  last  year  or  two  we 
see  the  House  of  Commons,  that  all-devour¬ 
ing  monster, going  a  step  further,  and  claim¬ 
ing — at  all  events,  with  regard  to  some  of 
the  lesser  courts  of  law — that  it  shall  con¬ 
stitute  itself  a  court  of  appeal,  and  insist¬ 
ing  that  question  after  question  shall  be 
brought  up  from  those  courts  of  law,  and 
decided  according  to  the  orders  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  given  to  one  of  its  executive 
ministers,  the  Home  Secretary.  That  is 
the  course  of  unification,  and  that  is  largely 
the  course  which  will  be  seen  in  full  sway 
under  the  federation  which  I  hope  is  about 
to  burst  upon  us  if  the  members  from 
Victoria  have  their  way,  which  I  earnestly 
trust  they  will  not.  To  my  astonishment, 
I  heard  an  appeal  made  in  favour  of  this 
system  of  government,  to  the  ancient  Con¬ 
stitution  of  England.  I  can  see  the  god¬ 
dess  who  takes  down  the  facts  of  history 
shaking  her  head  mournfully  as  more  than 
one  delegate  from  Victoria  insisted  on  the 
statement.  If  those  hon.  gentlemen  will 
examine  the  facts  of  history,  they  will 
find  this  most  remarkable  state  of  affairs  r 
that  the  difference  between  the  English 
Constitution  of  the  present  moment  and 
the  English  Constitution  of  the  time  of 
the  elder,  or  even  the  younger,  Pitt,  is 
vastly  greater,  vastly  more  sweeping,  vastly 
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more  essential,  tlian  the  difference  between 
the  American  Constitution  of  to-day  and 
thatConstitution  which  existed  in  England 
at  tlie  time  that  the  American  colonies 
seceded  from  Great  Britain.  Making  allow¬ 
ance  for  the  inevitable  difference  between 
the  republican  and  monarchical  form  of 
government,  we  see  the  capital  difference 
between  the  Americaand  England  of  to-day 
— the  distinct  separation  of  the  functions 
of  the  legislature,  the  executive,  and  the 
judiciary — flourishing  at  the  point  of  ut¬ 
most  vigour  in  England  just  before  the 
time  of  the  secession  of  the  American 
colonies.  In  fact,  the  American  Constitu¬ 
tion  was  itself  a  designed  and  deliberate 
copy  of  that  state  of  affairs  which  it  was 
believed — which  the  greatest  thinkers  of 
the  day  believed — existed  in  the  English 
Constitution.  And  yet  we  see  the  long 
distance  which  the  English  Constitution 
has  travelled  from  that  day.  I  allude  to 
this  fact  just  to  enforce  this  argument : 
that  the  most  dangerous  point  about  this 
proposal  to  ingraft  the  present  system  of 
England  upon  our  federal  constitution,  is, 
that  it  seeks  to  fix  the  changeable,  and 
to  make  the  unalterable  the  alterable.  The 
beauty,  the  virtue  of  the  English  system 
is  its  plasticity,  its  elasticity.  Generation 
after  generation  introduces  some  novel  fea¬ 
ture,  and  its  wmrking  conditions  again 
change,  as  they  are  changing  in  England 
now,  and  we  see  the  House  of  Commons 
absolutely  suggesting  a  condition  of  things 
by  which  its  usurpation  of  rights  and  pri¬ 
vileges  has  brought  itself  into  such  a  posi¬ 
tion  that  it  makes,  I  do  not  say  good 
government  impossible,  but  is  going  very 
near  to  making  all  government  impossible. 
Does  any  one  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
the  genius  of  the  English  people,  probably 
the  greatest  political  genius  which  has  ever 
existed,  will  rest  satisfied  with  such  a  state 
of  things,  that  they  will  not  in  a  quiet, 
orderly,  constitutional  w^ay  discover  a  con¬ 
stitutional  gate  by  which  they  may  escape 


from  their  difficulties?  And  that  is  ex¬ 
actly  what,  if  we  accept  the  bare  words 
of  these  resolutions,  against  which  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith  protested,  will  happen  with 
regard  to  the  federal  constitution.  He 
would  be  a  bold  man  who  would  pro¬ 
phesy  that  in  ten  years’  time  the  Britisli 
Constitution  will  be  what  it  now  is  ;  and 
he  would  be  a  still  bolder  man  wdio  would 
prophesy  that  that  other  illustration  which 
is  being  vaunted,  with,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  decreasing  confidence — he  would  be  a 
bolder  man  who  would  declare  that  the 
Canadian  Constitution  will  be  found  ex¬ 
actly  in  its  present  shape  in  the  course  of 
a  dozen  years.  I  do  not  wish  to  flog  a 
dead  Jiorse.  Canada  is  almost  out  of 
court.  How  could  it  be  otherwise?  Her 
Constitution  has  not  been  in  existence 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ;  it  has  stood  no 
stress  or  strain.  It  was  begun — the  words 
are  strong — in  bribery,  and  it  is  continued 
by  subsidies.  What  is  the  state  of  affairs 
there  at  the  present  moment?  We  find 
one  of  the  colonies  of  the  North  American 
group  absolutely  declining  from  the  first 
to  join  the  Dominion,  and  now  more  deter¬ 
mined  than  ever  not  to  do  so.  It  is  freely 
asserted  that  in  another  colony — Nova 
Scotia — there  is  a  majority  ready  at  any 
moment  to  separate  from  the  Dominion  ; 
while,  most  ominous  of  all,  within  the  last 
few  days  an  election  in  the  Dominion 
has  been  determined,  in  which  the  ques¬ 
tion,  in  a  thinly-veiled  form,  was  put  be¬ 
fore  the  constituencies — annexation  wuth 
the  United  States  or  not  ?  It  was  called 
commercial  reciprocity  ;  perhaps  the  better 
phrase  would  be  commercial  annexation. 
But  I  believe  that  every  man  who  voted 
on  that  occasion,  or,  at  all  events,  most 
men,  had  one  of  two  issues  in  their  minds 
— either  commercial  or  political  annexation. 
We  do  not  wish  to  reproduce  that  state  of 
things  in  this  colony.  We  wish  to  build  up 
a  federation — as  described  in  the  introduc¬ 
tory  paragraph  to  these  resolutions — estab- 
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lished  on  an  enduring  foundation.  We^vi^^h 
to  secure  the  attacbmentof  all  parties;  and, 
if  that  be  so,  there  is  only  one  way  in  which 
to  do  it,  and  that  is  for  the  states  to  feel 
that  their  rights  are  properly  guarded,  and 
that  they  are  confided  to  a  body  of  which 
they  will  know,  first,  that  it  has  a  desire  to 
guard  them  ;  and  secondly,  that  it  Ijas  that 
which  it  will  not  have  if  these  resolutions 
be  carried  in  their  entirety,  the  power  to 
do  so.  Mr,  Deakin  asked  what  were  state 
rights,  and  I  think  he  claims  that  he  has 
not  been  answered  yet.  Perhaps  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  answer  him. 
At  all  events,  it  seems  to  me — if  I  may  be 
pardoned  for  my  presumption  in  saying 
so — that  an  answer  Avas  ready,  and  that 
tliat  answer  ought  to  have  come  from  Mr. 
Deakin  himself.  I  will  endeavour  to  ex¬ 
tract  it.  Mr.  Deakin  has  for  many  yeai's, 
with  capacity  and  integrity  unsurpassed 
ill  these  colonies,  borne  a  large  share  in 
administering  the  government  of  Victoria. 
He  has  discharged  with  efficiency  the  duties 
of  one  of  the  most  important  executive 
offices  of  that  government,  and  no  man 
knows  better  than  he  does — and,  did  occa¬ 
sion  arise,  no  one  would  be  better  able  to 
declare,  expound,  and  defend  them — what 
are  the  rights,  privileges,  and  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  province,  colony  —  whatever 
you  choose  to  call  it — or  state  of  Vic¬ 
toria.  It  is  now  proposed  that  Victoria 
shall  surrender  a  portion  of  those  rights 
with  which  Mr.  Deakin  is  so  familiar  to 
the  federal  government.  What,  then,  wdll 
be  her  state  rights!  It  is  the  simplest 
thing  in  the  world  to  determine.  Victoria 
will  liave  all  the  her  present  riglits,  privi- 
lege.s,  and  prerogatives,  minus  the  limited, 
definite,  and  specified  quantity  which  is 
surrendered  to  the  federal  government  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  it  to  caiTy  on  its 
own  business. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  IIACKETT  :  I  have  tlie  declara¬ 
tion  I  wanted.  What  is  the  main  func- 
[J/r,  Uackeit, 


tion  of  the  senate  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  !  Is  it  not  this  :  to  cement  these 
isolated  communities  together,  to  make  a 
dismembered  Australia  into  a  single  nation, 
to  convert  the  pojmlar  will — perhaps  I 
could  not  put  it  more  shortly  or  more  em¬ 
phatically  than  in  those  words — to  convert 
tlie  popular  will  into  the  federal  will — to 
allow  the  popular  body  all  the  power  to 
which  it  is  entitled — to  allow  it,  in  the  first 
and  in  the  last  resort,  to  give  full  voice  to 
the  wishes  of  the  populace,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  to  take  care  before  that  voice  issues 
forth  as  the  voice  of  Australia  that  it  shaJJ 
he  clothed  with  all  the  rights  and  duties  of 
the  federal  will ?  Without  a  strong,  capable 
senate,  this  will  be  impossible  ;  and  I  ven¬ 
ture  to  say  if  we  were  to  do  anything  to 
weaken  the  power  of  the  senate,  if  we  were 
to  take  even  the  extreme  stop  of  granting 
responsible  government  in  its  i:)resent  form 
— that  is,  the  responsible  government 
which,  as  applied  to  a  federation,  is  dis¬ 
tinctly  not  proved  a  success  in  Canada, 
and  which,  as  applied  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  lias  distinctly  proved  a  failure,  and 
which  has  forced  a  large  part  of  that  king¬ 
dom  into  a  cry,  irresistible  as  I  tliink  it 
will  be  found,  for  sometliing  nearly  ap¬ 
proaching  separation — if  that  is  the  re¬ 
sponsible  government  which  it  is  proposed 
to  graft  upon  our  new  federation,  there 
will  be  one  of  two  alternatives — either  re¬ 
sponsible  government  will  kill  federation, 
or  federation  in  the  form  in  Avhicli  w’e  shall, 
I  hope,  be  prepared  to  accept  it,  will  kill 
responsible  government.  One  word  with 
regard  to  the  phrase  ‘‘  re.sponsible  govern¬ 
ment.”  I  join  most  heartily  with  various 
members  wlio  have  .spoken  in  wishing  that 
the  plira.se  could  be  abolished — in  fact,  it 
must  be  abolished,  llosponsiblo  govern¬ 
ment  is  a  phrase  which  I  would  defy  anyone 
in  this  assembly  to  define.  It  is  a  phrase 
unknown  to  the  British  Constitution.  It 
finds  no  place  in  our  colonial  constitutions, 
nor  does  it  find  any  place  in  the  instructions 


Federal  ConstltiUion : 


llesolutiona. 


281. 


[12  March,  1891.] 


issueil  from  Downing-strect  to  its  servants 
— the  governors  and  heads  of  the  execu¬ 
tives  of  these  colonies.  It  is  unknown  except 
as  a  newspaper  phrase,  or  an  oratorical  ex¬ 
pression.  I  will  go  further,  and  say  this  : 
that  if  the  words  ‘‘responsible  govern¬ 
ment^’  were  adopted  in  our  constitution, 
and  the  question  of  their  meaning  were 
referred  to  a  bench  of  the  ablest  judges  that 
could  be  found,  they  would  end  by  declaring 
themselves  utterly  unable  to  define  or  to 
declare  their  meaning.  There  can  V)e  no 
doubt,  I  believe,  but  that  the  phrase  will  dis¬ 
appear,  and  that  of  itself  is  a  great  matter, 
because  it  will  leave  the  federal  constitution 
free  to  develop  itself  in  whatever  direction 
it  may  see  fit  within  certain  defined  bounds 
and  principles.  I  am  afraid  I  have  occu¬ 
pied  the  time  of  the  Convention  much  too 
long.  I  will  bring  my  remarks  to  a  con¬ 
clusion  by  expressing  the  earnest  wish — 
and  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  that  the 
delegates  from  Western  Australia  are  a 
little  half-hearted  in  this  matter  ;  but  it  is 
because  they  have  rights  to  guard,  and  be¬ 
cause,  as  my  friend,  the  Premier  of  that 
colony,  has  put  it,  the  matter  has  not  been 
adequately  considered  there — the  earnest 
hope  that,  having  travelled  .so  far,  having 
found  our  points  of  agreement  so  many, 
and  our  points  of  disagreement  growing 
less  and  less,  we  shall  persevere  to  the  end 
— that  we  shall  bring  this  matter  to  a  suc¬ 
cessful  consummation.  I  can  assure  this 
Convention,  if  terms  fair  to  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia  arc  granted,  that  all  this  diffidence 
which  may  be  exhibited,  and  necessarily 
exhibited  by  us,  will  vanish,  and  there 
will  be  no  more  loyal  or  determined  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  federation  than  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia.  It  will  1)0  a  reproach  to  us  of  no 
common  kind  if  we  cannot  succeed  in  effect¬ 
ing  this  federation ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  will  bo  an  equally  notable  and  glorious 
triumph  if  we  do  succeed.  For,  what  is  our 
position  h  It  is  that  we  meet  here  under  no 
menace  from  foreign  aggression,  not  under 


the  pressure  of  discord  at  home  ;  not  in 
a  time  of  weakening  powers  and  failing 
re.sources  ;  not,  certainly — in  spite  of  cer¬ 
tain  ominous  whispers  heard  from  difierent 
l)arts  of  the  house — with  a  view  to  separa¬ 
tion  from  that  motherland  to  which  we 
owe  our  existence.  But  with  tranquillity  at 
home  and  abroad,  in  the  day  of  a  mag¬ 
nificent  prosperity,  and  recognising  that 
the  duties  of  motherhood  can  be  best  met  by 
recognising  the  claims  of  brotherhood,  we 
come,  because  we  believe  union  and  good¬ 
will  are  better  than  envy  and  division,  be¬ 
cause  we  are  prepared  to  sacrifice  the  jeal¬ 
ousies  between  state  and  state,  all  pettiness 
of  aim  and  interest,  and  to  dedicate  for 
the  future — a  long  future,  I  hope — to  the 
perpetual  service  of  the  united  common 
wealth  of  Australia  the  energies,  the  wis¬ 
dom,  the  virtues,  and  the  long  experience 
of  her  .son.s. 

Mr.  MOORE :  I  desire  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  question  of  federation 
of  the  colonies  of  Australasia  ;  and  as  a 
humble  unit  of  this  Convention  I  feel  the 
great  responsibility  that  rests  upon  myself 
and  upon  all  of  us.  The  questions  submitted 
to  us  are  of  a  very  momentous  character, 
and  therefore  we  should  approach  them 
with  all  the  deliberation  possible.  As  time 
presse.s,  instead  of  generalising,  I  intend 
to  confine  my  remarks  specifically  to  the 
points  which  you  have  submitted  to  us  in 
your  resolutions.  The  first  point  is  : 

That  the  powers  and  privileges  and  terri¬ 
torial  rights  of  the  several  existing  colonies  shall 
remain  intact,  except  in  respect  to  such  surren¬ 
ders  as  may  be  agreed  upon  as  necessary  and 
incidental  to  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
National  Federal  Government. 

I  believe  we  are  all  agreed  upon  allowing 
tlie  territorial  rights  of  the  several  colonies 
to  remain  as  they  are.  I  do  not  think 
any  of  us  came  liere  for  the  purpose  of 
disrupting  any  existing  riglits  with  regard 
to  the  territorial  boundaries  of  the  colonies 
of  Australia;  but  the  larger  question  which 
we  have  to  consider  is,  the  necessary  power 
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and  authority  to  be  given  to  the  national 
government,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
preservation  of  the  autonomy  of  the  various 
states.  These  questions  should  run  side 
by  side  with  other  questions  of  great  im¬ 
portance.  I  shall  deal  with  them  more 
fully  when  I  come  to  consider  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  constitution  which  we  are  about 
to  adopt.  I  now  come  to  resolution  No.  2 : 

That  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
federated  colonies,  whether  by  means  of  land 
carriage  or  coastal  navigation,  sliall  be  abso¬ 
lutely  free. 

I  think  we  shall  generally  agree  with  that 
resolution  \  but  I  do  not  think  one  mem¬ 
ber  lias  addressed  himself  to  the  meaning 
and  effect  of  these  words  “  coastal  navi¬ 
gation.”  Under  the  principle  of  protec¬ 
tion  wdiich  obtains  in  America,  protection 
exists  not  only  with  respect  to  manufac¬ 
tures,  but  also  with  respect  to  coastal  navi¬ 
gation.  It  Ls  extended  to  all  American 
bottoms  employed  in  the  coastal  trade.  For 
instance,  a  vessel  loading  at  New  York  for 
London  can  discharge  her  cargo  in  London 
and  reload  for  any  English  port,  Calcutta, 
Melbourne,  Sydney,  or  anywhere  else,  and 
can  carry  on  anEnglishand  colonial  trade  as 
long  as  it  suits  her.  But  an  English  vessel 
loading  in  London  for  New  York,  after  dis¬ 
charging  cargo  at  New  York,  must  go  back 
to  England,  France,  or  some  other  country 
— she  cannot  reload  for  any  United  States 
port.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  necessary  for 
us  to  establish  that  condition  of  things  at 
the  present  time  ;  but  this  principle  is  so 
closely  allied  to  the  doctrine  of  protection 
that  it  may  be  desirable  to  take  powers  to 
deal  with  it ;  and  that  is  why  I  have  ad¬ 
verted  to  the  subject.  Of  course,  at  present 
our  coastal  navigation  is  absolutely  free, 
and  it  maybe  the  best  policy  for  Australasia 
to  keep  it  so  ;  still,  as  we  are  taking  upon 
ourselves  national  powers,  this  question, 
being  a  national  one,  should  receive  our 
consideration.  A  great  difficulty  occurred 
on  this  very  question  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  when  Lord  Elgin  was 
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govern  or- general.  lie  saw  that  the  Ameri¬ 
can  ships  were  in  the  habit  of  swooping 
down  on  the  whole  of  the  Canadian  ports, 
returning  with  cargoes  to  the  United  States, 
while  the  Canadian  vessels  could  only 
touch  at  one  United  States  port,  they 
could  not  reload  for  another,  but  were 
obliged  to  return  to  Canada.  He  brought 
the  matter  before  the  Washington  Go¬ 
vernment,  but  they  pooh-poohed  it.  They 
said,  ‘‘  This  is  a  national  question.  You 
are  only  Governor-General  of  Canada, 
and  you  can  have  nothing  to  say  about 
it.”  The  result  was  that  Lord  Elgin  and 
his  ministei's  recommended  Parliament  to 
impose  taxes  on  vessels  belonging  to  the 
United  States  passing  through  the  Welland 
Canal  from  the  lakes  to  the  St.  Lawrence 
Pti ver,  thus  al  m ost  prohibiting  Uni  ted  States 
vessels  from  getting  to  the  ocean  from  the 
lakes.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
were  thus  paid  off  in  their  own  coin,  so 
that  they  were  obliged  to  grant  reciprocity 
with  respect  to  Canadian  vessels  ;  but  they 
w’ould  not  concede  that  reciprocity  to  Eng¬ 
lish  vessels.  I  mention  this  matter  as  one 
that  should  be  taken  into  consideration — 
as  to  whether  or  not  we  should  ask  power 
from  the  British  Government  to  deal  with 
a  question  of  this  kind.  I  now  come  to 
the  3rd  resolution  : 

That  the  power  and  authority  to  impose  cus¬ 
toms  duties  shall  be  exclusively  lodged  in  the 
federal  government  and  parliament,  subject  to 
such  disposal  of  the  revenues  thence  derived  as 
shall  be  agreed  upon. 

I  believe  this  is  a  very  important  proposi¬ 
tion,  and  one  which  will  receive  general 
sanction  from  the  Convention.  I  believe 
that  if  we  impose  customs  duties  exclu¬ 
sively  through  the  federal  parliament  we 
shall  necessarily  have  a  uniform  tariff,  and 
I  believe  it  is  agreed  upon  all  hands  that 
we  should  have  a  uniform  tariff  throughout 
Australasia.  It  is  strange  that  the  little 
colony  that  I  partially  represent  has  been 
in  the  van  on  this  question,  and  has  taken 
the  first  step  in  this  direction  with  the 
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assistance  of  the  colony  of  New  Zealand. 
For  many  years  an  agitation  has  been  car¬ 
ried  on  in  favour  of  intercolonial  recipro¬ 
city  ;  and  I  recollect  that  you,  sir,  in  the 
conference  of  1880-1881,  adverted  to  the 
question,  and  desired  to  carry  out  some 
principle  of  tlie  kind  throughout  Austral¬ 
asia.  The  colony  of  Tasmania,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  New  Zealand,  induced  the  British 
Government  to  introduce  a  bill  into  the 
Britisli  Parliament,  giving  the  colonies  of 
Australasia  the  right  to  enter  into  inter¬ 
colonial  trade  relations.  I  regret  that, 
although  the  act  is  still  on  the  imperial 
statute-book,  but  very  little  good  resulted 
from  it,  and  that  the  colonies  did  not  take 
the  initiative  in  endeavouring  to  establish 
a  customs  zollverein,  or  something  of  that 
kind,  in  order  to  bring  about  intercolonial 
free-trade.  But  still  matters  havebeen  going 
on  evolving  anddevelopingthemselves  until 
we  have  come  to  the  larger  phase  of  the 
question  which  we  are  now  considering. 
Before  I  leave  this  point  I  might  refer 
to  another  matter  which  I  do  not  think 
has  been  considered  here,  and  that  is  the 
power  to  differentiate  the  duties  in  favour 
of  Great  Britain  and  lier  possessions.  I 
think  this  question  was  fii*st  brought  promi¬ 
nently  forward  by  the  Melbourne  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  which  considered  that  this 
power  should  be  given  to  the  colonies  if 
they  thought  it  desirable  to  exercise  it. 
In  creating  a  new  constitution  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  that  we  should  consider  not  what  is 
required  at  the  present  moment,  but  what 
may  be  required  in  tlie  future  working  of 
our  national  life,  and  I  have  brought  these 
matters  before  the  Convention  in  order 
that  if  it  is  thought  desirable  they  may  be 
embodied  in  the  constitution.  I  now  come 
to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  pro¬ 
poses 

that  the  military  and  naval  defence  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  shall  be  intrusted  to  federal  forces,  under 
one  command. 

I  feel  that  this  is  a  question  pretty  easy  of 
solution.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  com¬ 


mand  of  the  federal  forces  should  be  vested 
in  the  governor-general  of  the  federated 
dominion.  The  whole  of  the  forces  should, 
of  course,  be  under  the  federal  government. 
That  was  the  question,  raised  in  the  re¬ 
port  of  General  Edwards,  which  primarily 
brought  about  the  present  movement  in 
favour  of  federation.  I  do  not  believe  in 
the  maintenance  of  a  large  standing  army. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  for 
such  a  thing  in  Australasia.  A  proper  or¬ 
ganisation  of  the  forces  already  existing, 
with  a  possible  increase  as  emergency  may 
require,  the  chief  command  being  given  to 
an  experienced  military  officer,  is  all  we 
shall  require.  As  far  as  the  navy  is  con¬ 
cerned,  I  think  we  are  better  served  by  the 
present  arrangements  than  we  could  be  in 
any  other  way.  It  is  not  contemplated, 
I  think,  to  establish  a  federal  navy.  If  it 
were  so  proposed,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  taxation  required  to  maintain  a  federal 
navy  would  necessarily  be  very  heavy. 
Therefore,  I  think  that  if  Great  Britain 
extends  her  protection  to  us  in  the  way 
she  does  at  present,  the  colonies  paying  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  cost,  that  is  all 
that  will  be  required  in  Australasia  for 
many  years  to  come.  The  resolution  then 
goes  on  to  say  : 

Subject  to  these  and  other  necessary  provi¬ 
sions,  this  Convention  approves  of  tlie  framing 
of  a  federal  constitution. 

This  brings  us  to  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  points  of  all — the  federal  consti¬ 
tution,  which  the  resolution  says  shall 
consist  of  a  senate  and  a  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives.  There  is  no  doubt  in  the 
world  that  that  is  an  outline  for  a  federal 
constitution — a  senate  and  a  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  presided  over  by  a  governor- 
general,  and  consisting  of  an  equal  num¬ 
ber  of  members.  That,  of  course,  is  the 
American  principle.  In  America,  the 
Senate  is  composed  of  two  members  elected 
by  each  state.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that 
if  we  adopt  the  American  principle  in  the 
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election  of  members  of  the  senate,  we 
should  have  a  number  that  would  be  divis- 
able  by  three,  for  the  reason  tliat  in  send¬ 
ing  representatives  to  this  Convention  we 
liave  had  some  difficulty  in  the  different 
legislatui-es  in  electing  seven  delegates. 
The  lower  house  has  claimed  the  right  to 
elect  five  of  the  delegates,  and  to  this  the 
upper  house  has  demurred.  Now,  if  we 
have  six:  or  nine  members,  and  the  lower 
liouse  elects  four  or  six,  as  the  case  may 
be,  and  the  upper  chamber  elects  two, 
we  shall  do  away  with  any  friction  be¬ 
tween  the  two  branches  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  in  electing  members  to  the  senate. 
In  looking  at  the  work  of  responsible 
government  in  connection  witli  an  insti¬ 
tution  of  this  kind,  it  strikes  me  very 
forcibly  that  the  working  of  responsible 
government  on  the  English  principle  is  in¬ 
compatible  with  state  rights.  In  England 
you  have  one  unified  and  indivisible  in¬ 
terest,  and  there  the  application  of  the 
principle  of  responsible  government  may 
be  carried  to  its  fullest  extent,  because 
you  have  not  to  deal  wdth  the  interests  of 
a  number  of  federated  states.  But  in  our 
federated  government  the  great  question 
will  be  to  preserve  the  individuality  of 
the  different  states  or  provinces,  and  in 
forming  the  constitution  we  must  be  very 
careful  tliat  this  object  is  clearly  kept 
in  view — that  is  to  say,  in  establishing 
a  federal  government,  we  must  draw  a 
clear  and  distinct  line  con.stitutionally  be¬ 
tween  the  powers  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  powers  of  the  state  govern¬ 
ments.  In  the  XJnited  States  the  people 
have  never  parted  with  their  sovereignty. 
There,  in  any  amendment  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution,  the  question  is  first  of  all  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  people  by  convention,  and 
the  people  have  in  no  case  parted  with 
their  sovereignty  either  to  the  Senate 
or  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Tlie 
initiatory  is  with  the  people,  and  so  it 
siiould  be  in  our  case.  As  far  as  the 
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senate  is  concerned,  I  think  it  should  ho 
made  as  far  as  possible  amenable  to  the 
people.  I  do  not  care  if  you  make  the 
senate  amenable  to  the  people  by  w’ay  of 
dissolution,  only  do  not  divest  it  of  all 
pow'er.  In  the  jnacliinery  required,  finan¬ 
cially  and  otherwise,  for  the  w^orking  of  a 
federal  government,  you  must  necessarily 
leave  considerable  power  with  the  senate. 
The  Engl  ism  system  of  government  in¬ 
volves  party  government,  and  a  delegate 
from  Victoria  said  yesterday  that  finance 
w’-as  government  and  government  was 
finance.  If  finance  is  government  and  go¬ 
vernment  is  finance,  then  it  w  ill  be  seen 
at  once  that  w’e  vest  the  ^Yho)e  of  the 
powder  in  the  house  of  representatives  if 
w^e  take  from  the  senate  the  function  of 
dealing  w  itli  questions  of  finance.  In  large 
questions  nearly  the  whole  powder  must  be 
necessarily  vested  in  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives.  Therefore,  I  believe  that  the 
senate  should  have  the  power  of  veto  in 
detail — that  the  senate  should  have  the 
powder  of  objecting  to  any  financial  mea¬ 
sure  which  it  thinks  is  not  in  the  interests 
of  the  country.  In  the  case  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  legislatures,  as  at  present  constituted, 
finance  is  everything — finance  is  the  sheet- 
anchor  of  the  whole  system  ;  finance  is 
the  sheet-anchor  of  the  existence  of  minis¬ 
tries;  by  it  they  live,  move,  and  have 
their  being,  AYe  know  that  in  these  colo¬ 
nies  all  ministries  are  made  and  unmade 
on  questions  of  finance.  Try  and  apply 
the  same  principle  to  a  federal  govern¬ 
ment,  and  what  will  be  the  result  ?  The 
same  result  will  follow,  and  the  two  colonies 
which  have  the  absolute  control  of  finance, 
could  place  the  other  colonies  which  enter 
the  union  in  such  a  position  that  I  am 
sure  they  would  never  have  entered  it  at  all 
if  they  had  knowrn  beforehand  wliat  would 
happen.  I  feel  certain  that  we  are  going 
in  the  right  lines  if,  in  the  construction  of 
tlie  constitution,  w^e  reserve  to  the  senate 
tlie  pow’er  of  dealing  wnth  questions  of 
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finance  as  far  as  tlie  power  of  veto  is  con¬ 
cerned,  but  not  with  regard  to  initiation. 
While  the  house  of  representatives  have 
the  power  of  initiating  all  questions  of 
li nance,  there  can  be  no  danger,  I  think, 
to  the  larger  colonies.  I  hope  that  we 
can  agree  to  a  system  that  will  work 
harmoniously.  It  is  my  desire  to  do  all 
I  can  to  help  to  bring  about  federation, 
and  I  hope  that  we  shall  not  split  upon 
this  rock  ;  but  that  we  shall  agree  to 
some  compromise  that  will  be  accepted 
on  all  side.s.  I  might,  however,  say  a  few 
more  words  with  regard  to  the  senate.  I 
was  very  much  struck  with  the  eloquence 
and  the  ability  displayed  by  ray  hon. 
friend,  Mr.  Gillies,  in  dealing  with  the 
question  of  tJie  senate.  He  wished  to  do 
what?  He  w’ished  to  construct  the  senate 
of  gentlemen  possessing  superhuman  attri¬ 
butes  ;  they  were  to  be  perfect  in  every 
way  ;  they  w’ere  not  to  possess  any  of 
the  frailties  of  human  nature  ;  they  were 
to  have  a  perfect  immunity  from  the  de¬ 
fects  wdiicli  trouble  other  people ;  but  he 
would  not  intrust  them  with  power  over 
money  ;  he  would  not  allow  them  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  finance.  They  were 
to  do  everything  but  deal  with  questions 
of  finance.  We  should  try  as  much  as 
possible  to  bring  before  our  minds  the 
nature  of  a  federal  constitution,  and  the 
difference  between  a  senate  and  the  House 
of  Lords,  or  the  upper  chambers  of  these 
colonies.  There  is  no  analogy  between  the 
two  l)odies.  In  the  latter  bodies  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  a  single  community  are  dealt  wdth, 
while  in  the  former  the  diversified  in¬ 
terests  of  a  number  of  colonies  must  be 
protected  ;  and  I  am  sure  that  unless  the 
senate  has  some  powder,  the  colonies  will 
have  no  guarantee  of  the  inviolability  of 
their  rights,  which  is  one  of  the  things  upon 
w'hich  the  colonies,  before  entering  upon 
the  consideration  of  a  constitution,  ought 
to  insist.  I  now  leave  this  question,  and 
come  to  the  question  of  tariff.  I  think 


that  the  question  of  free-trade  or  protec¬ 
tion  might  very  avell  be  left  to  the  federal 
parliament.  For  many  years  it  has  been 
my  opinion  that  protection  would  be  the 
policy  of  Australasia.  I  have  for  years 
seen  that  we  are  gravitating  in  that  direc¬ 
tion,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  where  you 
find  democracy  in  the  ascendant,  you  al¬ 
ways  find  the  question  of  protection  more 
or  less  associated  with  it.  In  my  mind  there 
is  no  doubt  but  that  protection  will  be  the 
policy  of  Australasia — that  we  shall  have 
free-trade  between  the  colonies,  and  protec¬ 
tion  against  the  outside  world.  I  know  that 
you,  sir,  are  the  apostle  of  free  trade,  and 
no  doubt  you  de.serve  credit  for  the  admir¬ 
able  way  in  which  you  have  advocated  the 
principle  of  free-trade,  and  tliat  principle 
w^ould  be  right  enough  if  you  had  the  same 
condition  of  things  existing  throughout  the 
various  countries  with  which  you  traded. 
But  the  que.stion  is  too  large  to  go  into  at 
the  present  time,  and  I  shall  not  say  any¬ 
thing  more  about  it.  Another  question 
that  has  been  brought  before  us  is  the 
position  of  the  federal  capital ;  but  I  think 
that  that  is  also  a  question  which  may 
be  left  to  the  federal  government  for  de¬ 
termination.  The  same  question  gave  rise 
to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  Canada. 
They  had  at  one  time  an  itinerating  capi¬ 
tal.  When  I  w'as  living  there  it  was 
Kingston  ;  then  Toronto  became  the  capi¬ 
tal,  and  finally  Montreal ;  but  when  they 
wished  to  move  the  Federal  Parliament 
from  the  last  named  city  so  violent  was 
the  feeling  against  the  proposition  that  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  were  burnt  dowm. 
The  matter  was  then  left  to  the  British 
authorities  to  decide,  and  a  spot  w\as 
selected  at  a  little  fishing  village  called 
Bytown,  now  known  as  Ottaw'a,  on  the 
Piideau  Canal.  There  is  no  doubt  at  all  of 
the  wisdom  of  that  selection.  Thetowm  is  far 
away  from  the  boundary  line  of  the  United 
States,  at  a  point  wdiere  all  the  lines  of  com¬ 
munication  connecting  it  avith  the  various 
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places  throughout  the  Dominion  could  he 
preserved  incase  of  war, and, as  I  have  said, 
the  selection  was  a  very  happy  one,  and  re¬ 
flected  great  credit  upon  those  who  made  it. 
I  have  just  been  reading  about  the  growth 
of  Canada  since  the  federation,  and  I  in¬ 
tended  to  show  the  results  which  have  fol¬ 
lowed  federation  there.  I  have  made  a 
note  of  tlie  development  of  trade  there, 
and  it  will  show  the  desirableness  of  feder¬ 
ation.  The  inter-provincial  trade  between 
the  eastern  provinces  is  $55,000,000,  which 
is  equal  to  sixteen  times  the  trade  done 
in  the  first  year  of  the  confedemtion, 
and  twenty-seven  times  the  trade  done  in 
the  year  previous  to  it.  They  have  now 
14,000  miles  of  railway,  including  the  rail¬ 
way  between  the  Pacific  and  the  Atlantic, 
representing  a  capital  of  $727,000,000, 
and  2,400  miles  of  inland  navigation,  the 
various  connections  of  which  have  cost 
$30,000,000.  These  great  works  could 
not  have  been  carried  out  if  the  provinces 
had  remained  isolated,  and  I  feel  sure  that 
from  the  federation  of  Australia  similar 
results  will  accrue.  I  therefore  heartily 
support  the  resolutions,  and  will  render 
every  assistance  in  my  power  to  carry  out 
the  objects  for  which  we  are  met  here,  and 
my  pi*ayer  is  that  the  future  generations 
of  these  colonies  may  say  of  united  Aus¬ 
tralasia,  as  Tennyson  said  of  England  : 

A  land  of  settled  grovernment, 

A  land  of  just  and  old  renown, 

AVTiere  freedom  broadens  slowly  down 

From  precedent  to  precedent. 

Mr.  CUTHBEPT  :  I  think  it  right  to 
congratulate  the  members  of  the  Federal 
Conference  which  met  about  twelve  months 
ago  in  Melbourne  on  the  succes.sful  result 
which  attended  their  efforts  on  that  occa¬ 
sion.  The  veiy  able  manner  in  which  the 
question  of  federation  was  debated  by  them 
was  an  education  in  itself  to  the  whole  of 
the  colonies ;  and  the  result  of  their  labours 
was  summed  up  in  a  series  of  resolutions 
which  commended  themselves  to  the  people 
of  the  whole  of  Australia.  At  the  very 
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outset,  the  fii*st  resolution,  after  recognis¬ 
ing  the  services  of  the  Federal  Council, 
declares  “  that  the  seven  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  1883  have  developed  the 
national  life  of  Australia  in  population, 
ill  wealth,  in  the  discovery  of  resources, 
and  in  self-governing  capacity  to  an  ex¬ 
tent  w'hich  justifies  the  higher  act,  at  all 
times  contemplated,  of  the  union  of  these 
colonies  under  the  Crown,  and  under  one 
legislative  and  executive  government,  on 
principles  just  to  all  the  colonies.”  That 
was  follow'ed  by  a  resolution  which  im¬ 
posed  as  a  duty  upon  the  members  of  that 
conference  the  taking  of  such  steps  as  they 
might  think  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  their  respective  parliaments  to 
send  delegates  to  a  national  convention 
for  one  purpose — for  the  purpose  of  fram¬ 
ing  a  constitution.  ‘‘  Empowered  to  con¬ 
sider  and  report  upon  an  adequat'  scheme 
for  a  federal  constitution  ”  were  the  words 
of  the  resolution.  Now,  sir,  those  gentle¬ 
men  loyally  discharged  their  duty.  Thev 
were  all,  apparently,  of  one  mind  that 
the  resolutions  were  fitly,  aptly,  and  pro¬ 
perly  prepared  ;  and  they  ventured  to  sub¬ 
mit  them  to  their  respective  colonies;  and 
by  the  parliaments  of  tho.se  colonies  they 
have  been  indorsed.  The  result  is,  that 
those  parliaments  have  settled  for  us  the 
question  as  to  whether  it  is  desirable  that 
a  union  of  the  colonies  should  take  place  or 
not.  That  question  is  answered,  I  think, 
in  the  affirmative,  without  any  mistake; 
the  action  of  each  colony  in  sending 
men  from  each  parliament,  selected  witli- 
out  consideration  of  parties  from  both 
houses  of  the  legislature.  Accordingly  a 
mission  has  been  intrusted  to  us.  We 
have  been  delegated  to  discharge  the  great, 
important,  and  delicate  task  of  framing  a 
constitution,  making  it  as  perfect  as  we 
can  in  all  its  proportions ;  but,  above  all, 
just  to  all  the  colonies.  That  is  a  task 
which  is  approached  by  all  members  in  a 
spirit  of  compromise ;  and  I  think  that 
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before  we  close  our  proceedings  we  shall 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the 
work  we  have  undertaken  will  be  fairly 
and  properly  accomplished,  and  that  that 
work  is  in  no  degree  inferior  to  the  great 
undertfiking  of  those  eminent  men  who,  in 
the  autumn  of  18G4,  assembled  in  Quebec, 
and  brought  about  the  union  of  the  North 
American  provinces.  Passing  from  tliat, 
I  deal  with  the  resolutions  which  you,  Mr. 
President,  have  submitted  in  your  usual 
calm,  lucid,  and  digni6ed  style.  You  have 
invited  us  to  frankly,  freely,  and  fully  dis¬ 
cuss  the  principles  embodied  in  these  reso¬ 
lutions.  The  different  speakers  who  have 
addressed  themselves  to  this  question  have 
not  dealt  generally  with  the  w'hole  sub¬ 
ject  of  federation;  but  they  have  confined 
themselves,  and  I  think  properly  so,  to 
the  principles  embodied  in  the  resolutions. 
Looking  at  the  1st  resolution,  I  think,  hav¬ 
ing  heard  what  I  have  heard  since  I  came 
over  to  this  favoured  colony  of  yours,  that 
there  is  a  section  of  the  community  who 
think  that  the  delegates  from  Victoria  and 
Queensland  have  some  sinister  object  in 
view ;  ^vho  think  that  they  are  actuated  by 
an  improper  desire  to  filch  from  the  parent 
state  a  portion  of  its  territorial  rights.  I 
think  that  the.se  gentlemen  who  entertain 
such  an  opinion  have  done  us  great  in¬ 
justice.  Such  an  idea,  I  know,  was  never 
contemplated.  I  speak  on  behalf  of  the 
Victorian  delegates,  and  I  may  say  that 
I  speak  on  behalf  of  the  delegates  of 
all  the  colonies,  when  I  say  that  such 
an  idea  never  entered  into  their  heads ; 
and  if  it  did,  the  language  in  which  the 
resolutions  is  couched  would  unmistakably 
show  to  those  who  read  that  none  of  the 
privileges,  or  powers,  or  territorial  rights 
of  tlie  several  colonies  w’ould  be  inter¬ 
fered  with.  It  is  provided  that  they  are 
to  remain  intact,  unless  each  particular 
state  in  order  to  accomplish  the  great 
federal  object  which  we  all  have  so  much 
at  heart,  secs  its  way  to  surrender  some 


part  or  portion  of  the  privileges,  powers, 
and  rights  which  it  has  hitherto  enjoyed. 
I  am  very  pleased  that  that  resolution 
stands  first,  because  those  wdio  entertain 
the  opinion  to  which  I  have  referred  will 
have  their  minds  completely  disabused  if 
they  rely  on  the  assurance  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  now  assembled  here.  The  2nd  re¬ 
solution,  which  affirms  that  we  shall  have 
free  trade  and  intercourse  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  Australian  con¬ 
tinent,  is  merely  a  repetition  of  the  oft- 
expre.ssed  desire  of  numbers  of  the  people 
of  this  colony — indeed,  of  all  who  desire 
the  welfare  and  the  advantage  of  Aus¬ 
tralia — that  there  should  be  free-trade 
among  the  colonies ;  but  I  gather,  from  the 
debates  that  have  taken  place,  that  there 
will  follow  in  its  train  protection  against 
the  outer  world.  I  think  that  the  one  is 
a  corollary  of  the  other.  I  think  that  it 
must  follow  as  the  night  the  day,  that  if  we 
have  free-ti-ade  among  ourselves,  we  must 
have  protection  against  the  outer  world. 
Unless  we  have  that,  how  are  we  to  meet 
our  engagements  %  It  is  proposed  here  to 
hand  over  to  the  federal  parliament  the 
right  to  impose  customs  duties;  but,  be¬ 
fore  I  come  to  that,  I  might  say  that  it 
seems  to  me  most  strange  that  in  a  vast 
continent  like  that  of  Australia — equal  al¬ 
most  to  the  whole  of  Europe,  where  there 
are  no  great  natural  barriers,  but  where 
the  whole  of  the  continent  is  divided  amonsr 
five  colonies,  rich  in  resources,  with  fertile 
land,  with  great  mineral  wealth,  wdth  an 
enterprising  and  active  population,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  and 
who  ought,  with  the  perfect  freedom  that 
they  enjoy  under  their  different  constitu¬ 
tions,  to  be  the  best  and  the  most  contented 
people  in  the  world — people  sprung  from 
the  same  race,  and  owning  allegiance  to 
one  Sovereign — it  is,  I  say,  strange  that 
those  who  are  all  sprung  from  one  common 
stock  should  raise  artificial  barriers  between 
themselves,  which,  I  consider,  are  a  blot 
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upon  their  legislation,  and  a  blot  upon  the 
civilisation  of  the  nineteenth  century  :  bar¬ 
riers  which  have  been  erected  by  tliein- 
selves  in  order  to  prevent  that  free- trade 
which  ought  to  exist  between  a  kindred 
people  speaking  the  same  language.  These 
barriers,  these  customs  duties,  these  hostile 
tariffs — what  do  tliey  amount  to,  after  all  'I 
They  are  only  calculated  to  irritate  and 
to  annoy,  to  create  ill-feeling,  and,  pro¬ 
bably,  in  the  not  very  remote  future,  re¬ 
taliation  ;  and  if  federation  is  not  brought 
about,  and  these  colonies  become  power¬ 
ful,  we  know  not  what  might  happen  in 
the  not  distant  future.  Suppose  that 
some  discordant  element,  some  cause  of 
umbrage  arose  between  the  people  of  the 
respective  colonies,  -we  know  not  but  what 
we  might  be  plunged  into  civil  war.  It 
is  open  to  us  at  the  present  time  to  avert 
such  a  calamity,  and  the  sooner  these  bar¬ 
riers  of  our  own  creation  are  removed  the 
greater  the  satisfaction  that  will  be  felt 
throughout  the  Australian  continent.  But 
I  know  very  well  that  these  barriers  can¬ 
not  be  removed  until  federation  is  accom¬ 
plished — until  it  becomes  a  living  reality. 
I  assume  that  all  the  delegates  here  are 
of  one  mind,  and  that  they  see  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  organising  and  bringing  together 
all  the  powers  of  their  intellect,  in  order 
to  carryout  the  mission  intrusted  to  them, 
which  is  to  frame  a  proper  constitution. 
Assuming  a  federal  parliament  to  be  con¬ 
stituted,  we  must  provide  it  with  a  pro¬ 
per  source  of  revenue,  in  order  that  it  may 
carry  out  its  engagements  and  fulfil  tlie 
duties  which  will  devolve  uponit  in  relation 
to  the  several  subjects  which  may  be  speci¬ 
ally  intru.sted  to  its  care, control,  and  juris¬ 
diction  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  very 
best  way  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view 
will  be  to  allow  the  federal  authority  to 
impo.se  customs  dutie.s.  The  colonies  de¬ 
rive  a  great  portion  of  their  income  at  the 
present  time  from  customs  duties.  There 
were  some  figures  placed  on  this  table  this 
[il/r.  Cuthhert. 


morning  for  the  first  time,  though  I  confess 
that  when  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan, 
referred  to  them  I  could  not  clearly  grasp 
the  whole  subject,  and  I  question  whether 
any  hon.  member  in  the  House  was  able  to 
do  so ;  but  it  occurred  to  me  that,  putting 
it  in  round  figures,  we  might  say  that 
the  customs  duties  amounted  to  some 
.£8,000,000,  or  a  little  more,  for  the 
whole  of  the  colonies  ;  and  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  spend  something  like 
£2,000,000  in  order  that  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  might  meet  its  engagements.  It 
may  be  said,  Surely  this  is  a  very 
heavy  expenditure.”  But  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  tlie  respective  colo¬ 
nies  will  be  relieved  from  the  expenditure 
which  is  now  necessarily  entailed  upon 
them  in  connection  witli  various  subjects 
such  as  defence  and  the  other  different 
matters  referred  to  in  the  li.st  submitted  by 
the  Premier  of  Victoria.  I,  therefore,  asree 
with  those  who  entertain  strong  views  in 
favour  of  protection — like  my  lion,  friend. 
Colonel  Smith,  who  is  an  out-and-out  pro¬ 
tectionist,  and  who  very  carefully  guards 
the  interests  of  the  constituency  which  he 
has  represented  for  so  many  yeans,  and 
wdio,  I  think,  has  properly  said  that  unless 
federation  be  on  the  lines  of  protection  it 
would  be  useless  to  ask  the  co-operation  of 
the  colony  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  repre¬ 
sentatives.  As  to  the  material  guarantees 
w^hich  have  been  spoken  of,  I  think  thatwhen 
wx  come  to  closequarters  in  Committee— for 
up  to  this  time  we  have  been  only  skirmish¬ 
ing — the  difficulties  will  disappear  one  after 
the  other,  and  that  this  which  was  supposed 
to  be  the  “  lion  in  the  path”  will  very  soon 
disappear.  Now  I  come  to  deal  with  the 
military  and  naval  defence  of  Australia, 
which  it  is  proposed  shall  be  intrusted  to 
federal  forces  under  one  command.  I  cor¬ 
dially  approve  of  that  proposition,  wliich 
has  met  with  general  acceptance  all  round 
— and  why  ?  Because  we  know’  tliat  the 
colonies  recognise  that  the  duty  of  protect- 
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ing  tlieir  own  shores  devolves  upon  them — 
that  they  have  erected  fortifications,  and 
tliat  many  of  the  colonies  have  an  efficient 
permanent  corps  of  artillerymen  which  has 
been  strengthened  by  tlie  volunteers  wlio 
have  come  forward  in  the  cause  of  their 
country  to  give  their  services  as  militiamen. 
But  wo  are  aware  that  there  is  a  weakness 
all  through  the  design.  We  are  aware  that, 
if  any  portion  of  the  Australian  continent 
were  attacked,  while  a  friendly  and  brotherly 
feeling  would  dictate  that  we  ought  to  go  to 
the  rescue  of  the  place  attacked  by  a  ho.stile 
foe,  we  have  no  power  whatever  to  order 
our  troops  out  of  our  own  colony,  to  go  and 
concentrate  their  forces  with  the  others. 
And  though  we  received  reports  from  dif¬ 
ferent  naval  and  military  commanders  as 
to  the  state  of  our  forces  and  their  efficiency 
— as  to  their  courage,  that  was  undoubted 
— we  were  not  satisfied  merely  with  re¬ 
ports  from  our  own  officers ;  we  wanted  an 
independent  authority  of  eminence  to  give 
us  his  candid  opinion  of  the  action  we 
had  taken  in  our  endeavour  to  form  an  effi¬ 
cient  military  and  naval  force.  Accordingly, 
the  colonies  united,  as  they  have  done  on 
several  occasions,  always  leading  towards 
unity,  and  applied  to  the  Imperial  Go¬ 
vernment  to  send  an  officer  to  report  on 
our  forces.  General  Edwards  then  came 
here,  and  furnished  us  with  his  report,  to 
the  details  of  which  I  will  not  refer.  But 
he  pointed  out,  unmistakably,  where  our 
weakness  lay.  I  think  it  was  his  report 
which  induced  you,  Mr.  President,  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  premiers  of  the  other 
colonies,  the  result  being  the  conference  in 
Melbourne  to  whicli  I  have  already  re¬ 
ferred.  Some  hon.  gentlemen  may  think 
that  by  placing  the  whole  of  our  forces 
under  one  command  we  want  to  raise  a 
largo  military  force  which  will  saddle  the 
country  with  expenses  that  may  be  deemed 
unnecessary.  But,  as  I  understand  the 
resolution,  it  has  no  such  meaning.  The 
federal  parliament  will  look  closely  into 
T 


the  question  of  the  finances.  They  will 
see  that  it  will  be  expected  by  all  the  colo¬ 
nies  that  due  economy  shall  be  observed 
in  the  administration  of  the  funds  intru.sted 
to  them,  and  that  it  will  be  expected  that 
out  of  the  £8,000,000  of  revenue  handed 
over  to  tliem  at  least  £6,000,000  will  be 
available  for  redistribution  among  the  co¬ 
lonies;  and  the  colonies  will  look  with  a 
very  observant  eye  upon  all  that  is  done  by 
the  federal  parliament,  because  they  will  be 
interested  parties,  and  they  will  know  that 
in  order  to  meet  the  engagements  into 
which  they  have  entered  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  them  to  husband  their  resources 
in  every  way.  In  my  opinion,  the  placing 
of  the  naval  and  military  forces  under  one 
command  will  not  be  attended  with  much 
additional  expense.  We  want  no  large 
standing  army  here.  There  is  no  necessity 
for  it.  If  we  protect  our  ports  as  we  are 
doing,  and  having  men,  money,  and  the 
munitions  of  war,  having  men  in  our  artil¬ 
lery  forces  as  well  skilled  and  competent  as 
any  to  be  found  in  her  [^Majesty’s  service, 
and  in  addition  to  that,  having  powerful 
and  efficient  guns  of  the  latest  type,  we 
feel  that  the  obligation  devolves  upon  us 
to  liave  a  force  sufficient  to  protect  us 
against  invasion.  Will  hon.  members 
permit  me  just  to  make  one  quotation  from 
a  work  by  a  most  eminent  man,  highly 
skilled  in  the  art  of  w^arfare?  MajorClarke,. 
wu’iting  on  the  navy,  sets  forth  the  adv’^an- 
tages  which  the  colonics  reap  from  re¬ 
maining  part  of  the  empire.  He  summa¬ 
rises  them  as  follows  : — 

Their  commerce, - 

That  is,  the  commerce  of  the  colonies. 

which  is  their  very  life,  has  received,  and  will 
receive  the  protection  of  the  greatest  naval  power 
of  the  world, 

2.  The  necessary  standard  of  the  local  defences 
of  their  ports  is  reduced  to  a  mininuiir. 

3.  They  require  to  ho  able  to  resist  a  cruiser 
raid,  since  a  liostile  fleet  cannot  reach  them  in 
force,  except  on  condition  of  defeating  and  de¬ 
stroying  strong  Britisli  squadrons. 
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These  are  the  words  of  one  who  speaks 
with  authority,  and  who  points  out  ex¬ 
actly  the  danger  we  are  in.  As  long 
as  England  is  mistress  of  the  seas,  as  long 
as  we  are  a  dependency  of  England,  w'e 
may  rely  on  her  support,  and  so  long 
we  may  depend  upon  it  no  foreign  power, 
however  strong,  can  set  foot  on  these 
shores.  Since  Major  Clarke  wrote  on  this 
subject  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  taken  a  new  departure,  and 
that  we  recognise  that  our  commerce  is 
the  very  life  of  our  colonies.  We  have 
recognised  this,  that  it  is  unfair  that  the 
mother  country  should  be  saddled  with  the 
whole  expense  of  defending  our  commerce 
on  the  high  seas;  and  therefore,  I  am  proud 
to  say,  as  the  result  of  a  conference  which 
took  place  in  London,  and  to  which  we 
sent  delegates,  that  for  the  first  time,  I 
think,  in  English  history  the  colonies 
have  entered  into  a  partnership  by  which 
they  are  enabled  to  have  the  advantage 
of  the  support  of  what  may  be  termed  an 
Austialian  squadron.  LTnder  the  British 
flag  we  may  rest  in  security,  leaving  it  to 
the  squadron  in  this  part  of  her  Majesty’s 
dominions  to  protect  our  commerce,  and 
taking  upon  ourselvesthe  duty  of  defending 
our  shores.  I  have  spoken,  so  far,  briefly, 
because  I  think  that  at  this  late  period  of 
the  debate  I  should  be  trespassing  too 
much  on  the  time  and  attention  of  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  were  I  to  go  through  the  whole  of  the 
subjects  connected  with  federation.  I  have 
confined  myself  in  the  few  remarks  I  have 
made  to  the  principles  contained  in  the 
four  resolutions ;  but  I  cannot  conceal 
from  myself  that  there  yet  remains  one 
vital  and  important  subject  to  be  touched 
upon — one  that  has  occupied  more  atten¬ 
tion  than  all  the  others  put  together. 
With  regard  to  the  amendments  which 
may  be  submitted  in  Committee,  they  will 
not  involve  much  difficulty,  and  I  think 
the  proceedings  in  Committee  will  be  com¬ 
paratively  short,  as  the  pniiciples  em- 
[^/r.  Cuthbert, 


bodied  are  generally  acceptable.  I  did  not 
anticipate  when  the  debate  commenced  that 
its  great  interest  would  centre,  not  on  the 
constitution  of  the  houses  of  parliament 
but  on  the  duties,  and  the  privileges,  and  the 
rights  to  be  conferred  upon  one  of  the  two 
houses.  Whether  that  house  is  to  be  called 
the  second  chamber,  the  senate,  or  the 
council  of  the  states,  is  immaterial.  To 
the  very  able  speeches  delivered  on  this 
subject  I  listened  with  great  attention. 
The  Premier  of  South  Australia  advocated 
the  cause  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
contending  that  as  all  power  springs  from 
the  people,  as  I  admit  it  does,  the  house  of 
representatives  must  have  the  control  of 
the  purse,  and  that  all  measures  relating 
to  money  matters,  and  the  imposition  of 
duties,  must  originate  in  that  house.  I  am 
perfectly  in  accord  with  him  as  far  as  the 
origination  of  such  bills  goes.  I  think  that 
usage  has  determined,  if  nothing  else  has, 
that  they  must  originate  in  the  house  of 
assembly.  I  shall  not  discuss  the  question 
why,  if  the  two  houses  are  perfectly  equal, 
those  bills  should  not  originate  in  the 
second  chamber.  Suffice  it  for  me  to  say 
that  I  follow  on  the  lines  of  parliamentary 
usage,  and  I  say,  ‘‘  By  all  means  give  to 
the  house  of  representatives  the  power 
which  the  people’s  house  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  claiming,  and  which  is  fair,  of 
originating  those  bills.”  There  seems  to 
be  a  unanimous  agreement  that  all  the 
states  shall  be  represented  in  the  house  of 
representatives  according  to  their  popula¬ 
tion  ;  but  when  we  look  at  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  senate,  the  whole  order  of  things 
i.s  to  be  reversed,  and  each  state  is  to  have 
an  equal  number  of  representatives  in  that 
chamber.  That  principle  is  agreed  to  all 
around.  For  what  reason  is  it  agreed  to, 
except  to  confer  upon  the  senate  equal  and 
co-ordinate  powers  with  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  not  only  in  general  legisla¬ 
tion,  but  also  in  all  measures  relating  to 
money  matters.  I  see  the  Premier  of 
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Victori*a  sitting  opposite  to  me,  and  I 
should  like  to  make  that  hon.  gentleman, 
above  all  others  in  the  Convention,  a  con¬ 
vert  to  my  views. 

Mr.  Munro  :  It  will  take  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  a  long  time  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT :  Because  I  know 
how  much  depends  upon  Victoria  acting 
in  hearty  co-operation  with  the  views  of 
members  of  the  Convention.  The  leader 
of  a  powerful  government  has,  perhaps 
without  due  consideration - 

Mr.  IVIuNRO  :  Oh,  no  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  Perhaps  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  of  haste,  expressed  a  certain  view, 
because  Victoria  has  a  written  constitution 
quite  dissimilar  from  that  which  prevails 
in  Tasmania  and  South  Australia.  In 
Tasmania  the  Council  has  claimed  and 
oxercised  all  along  the  power  of  dealing 
with  money  bills  in  the  same  way  it  deals 
with  any  other  measure;  and  a  similar 
right,  I  understand,  has  been  claimed  in 
’South  Australia. 

Mr.  Munro  :  VTith  power  of  dissolu¬ 
tion  ! 

Mr.  Play  FORD  :  Claimed,  but  never 
exercised  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  I  understand  it  has 
been  claimed,  and  the  difficulty  has  been 
bridged  over  by  a  course  which  I  hope  and 
trust  will  be  adopted  in  this  chamber, 
namely,  by  compromise.  Suggestions,  I 
understand,  are  offered  by  the  second  cham¬ 
ber  in  South  Austral  ia  for  the  consideration 
of  the  government  or  the  other  house.  This 
practice  keeps  the  two  chambers  in  perfect 
touch  with  each  other,  and  the  difficulties 
that  would  arise  from  exercising  the  power 
of  absolute  veto  are  very  much  diminished 
indeed.  My  hon.  friend,  the  Premier  of 
Victoria,  if  I  understood  him  aright,  is 
prepared  to  give  to  the  senate  a  power  of 
veto  in  all  matters. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Hear,  Iiear  I 

Mr.  CUTHBERT :  I  would  ask  my  hon. 
friend  what  that  means  in  the  ordinary 


transactions  of  life  as  between  man  and 
man  ?  If  he  is  leaving  Victoria,  and  he 
appoints  me  his  agent,  with  a  large  and 
general  power,  to  manage  his  affairs,  to  let 
the  whole  of  his  property,  is  it  to  be  said 
that  because  I  po.ssess  the  large  power  of 
dealing  with  the  whole  of  his  properties  I 
cannot  let  one  of  his  houses? 

Mr.  Munro  :  If  the  hon.  member  does 
not  get  the  authonty,  he  cannot ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  But  I  get  the  full 
and  complete  authority.  You  propose  to 
give  to  the  senate  the  complete  power  of 
veto.  Why  does  not  the  greater  include 
the  less  in  parliament,  as  it  does  in  private 
life?  You  say  the  senate  are  competent 
to  exercise  the  larger  power.  The  larger 
power  means  the  power  of  throwing  out  a 
whole  bill — of  throwing  the  finances  of  the 
country  into  confusion — of  causing  the 
greatest  disaster.  But  a  remedy  is  about 
to  be  applied  here.  While  you  are  will¬ 
ing  to  confer  the  larger  power,  why  should 
you  take  away  the  lesser  power,  namely, 
that  if  in  a  particular  bill  there  be  one 
single  item  in  which  a  principle  of  policy 
is  involved,  or  where  an  expenditure  or 
the  imposition  of  a  duty  is  disagreed  with, 
the  senate  shall  not  have  the  limited  power 
of  veto  ? 

Mr.  Munro  :  Why  Lave  you  not  that 
power  in  your  chamber  ? 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  That  is  not  an 
answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Oh,  yes  it  is  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT:  It  is  not,  because 
the  senate  is  to  be  constituted  on  a  broader 
basis.  You  acknowledge  that  the  states 
are  equally  represented,  and  you  are  will¬ 
ing  to  give  to  the  senate  the  larger  power, 
but  you  deny  it  the  lesser  power. 

Mr,  Munro  :  I  would  give  them  the 
same  power  as  your  chamber  has  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT:  My  hon.  friend 
says,  “  We  are  prepared  to  give  the  senate 
the  larger  power,  but  not  the  lesser 
power,”  because  he  has  been  brought  up 
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in  the  practice  under  the  Constitution  of 
Yictoria.  That  is  the  sole  reason. 

Mr.  ]\IuxRO  :  Oh,  no  ! 

Mr.  CUTITBERT  :  That  is  one  of  the 
reasons,  and  the  principal  I'eason,  ^vlly  the 
lion,  gentleman  is  not  a  convert  to  iny 
views. 

!Mr.  ^luxRO :  Because  it  would  be  unjust ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  Before  I  am  done 
with  the  hon.  gentleman,  I  think  I  shall 
convince  him  that  there  is  nothing  radi¬ 
cally  wrong  in  the  views  taken  up  by  the 
representatives  of  the  different  colonies. 

Mr.  Munro  :  INIy  reason  is  that  it  is 
unjust  ! 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  What  is  just  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  That  is  merely 
an  epithet ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  I  take  it,  then,  that, 
first  of  all,  the  hon.  gentleman  objects  to 
give  the  lesser  power  because  it  is  not 
given  in  the  Constitution  of  Yictoria. 
But  we  do  not  concentrate  all  the  wisdom 
of  the  ages  in  Yictoria. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Certainly  not ;  I  only 
v/ish  you  did  ! 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  Yictorians 
think  they  do  ! 

Mr,  CUTHBERT :  I  would  put  this 
position  to  the  hon.  member.  Supposing 
an  amendment  were  proposed  in  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  Yictoria,  how  very  different 
indeed  would  be  the  attitude  of  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  now  from  what  it  was  when 
it  merely  represented  a  handful  of  people  ; 
for  before  the  reform  of  the  Constitution 
it  represented  only  30,000  persons. 

Mr.  Munro  :  And  was  intensely  conser¬ 
vative  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  It  was  conserva¬ 
tive,  anl  it  was,  perhaps,  on  that  account 
that  the  restriction  of  the  powers  of  the 
Legislative  Council  was  stated  in  express 
language,  namely,  that  it  might  accept  or 
reject  any  bill  that  came  before  it,  but  that 
it  could  not  amend  a  money  bill,  ^^ow, 
suppose  it  were  the  intention  and  e.x- 
[J/r.  CiUhberL 


pressed  wish  of  130,000  of  the  principal 
electors  in  the  colony  of  Yictoria  that  an 
amendment  should  be  made  in  the  Con¬ 
stitution  upon  the  lines  indicated  by  those 
who  have  advocated  that  these  powers 

should  be  conferred  upon  the  senate  - _ _ 

JSlr.  ^luNRO  :  You  would  never  get  it  I 
iNlr.  CUTHBERT  :  Not  get  it  in  Yic¬ 
toria  !  The  hon.  member  seems  to  forget 
altogether  the  change  of  circumstances. 
We  had,  I  believe,  only  30,000  electors 
before  we  had  the  reformed  Constitution 
of  1880;  but  I  believe  the  Council  now 
represents  130,000  of  what  may  be  called 
the  very  pick  and  flower  of  the  population 
of  Yictoria.  We  have  repre.sented  there 
both  rich  and  poor. 

Mr.  Munro  :  No  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT :  We  have  every  care¬ 
ful  and  prudent  man  represented  there. 
^Ye  have  every  one  there  who  has  given 
a  hostage  to  society  that  he  is  likely  to 
make  a  good  citizen.  All  are  represented 
there,  and  the  hon.  member  will  not  deny 
it.  It  is  a  great  power  in  itself  that  the 
Legislative  Council  now  speaks  and  acts 
with  the  full  sanction  and  authority  of  over 
half  a  million  of  people. 

iVIr.  Munro  :  And  it  is  very  much  less 
conservative  than  it  used  to  be  I 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that,  because  it  is  an  indication  to  iny 
mind  that  the  hon.  gentleman  sees,  and  it 
would  be  surprising  to  me  if  it  were  not 
so,  that  the  Legi.slative  Council  may,  before 
long,  ask  for  an  amendment  of  its  Consti¬ 
tution  in  this  direction. 

Mr.  Munro  :  If  you  get  the  power  liere 
you  will  tiy  it  there,  I  know  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  I  think  it  is  very 
likely  that  some  means  may  be  devised  by 
which  the  wishes  of  the  various  colonies 
represented  here  may  be  accomplished ; 
and  I  think  it  would  follow  certainly  that 
if  these  powers  were  granted  to  the  senate, 
the  legislative  councils  of  the  colonies,  situ- 
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atecl  Himilarly  to  tlie  Legislative  Council 
of  Victoria,  would  certainly  claim  the  same 
right. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  It  is  the  wonder  of 
the  thinking  people  of  Victoria  tliat  in  the 
question  of  finance  their  upper  house  really 
has  no  power,  because,  although  the  power 
of  veto  is  all  very  well  in  its  way,  and  is, 
I  admit,  a  great  power,  still  it  must  be 
very  carefully  exercised,  and  under  very 
peculiar  circumstances  indeed.  The  Coun¬ 
cil  must  be  perfectly  satisfied  in  their  own 
minds  that  the  propositions  laid  down  in 
the  bill  submitted  to  them  are  radically 
wrong,  and  that  they  have  at  their  back, 
not  only  the  constituents  of  their  own 
chamber,  but  the  whole  people  of  the 
colony.  Now,  the  hon.  member  will  see 
that  the  position  taken  up  by  those  who 
advocate  that  the  senate  should  be  en¬ 
dowed  with  co-ordinate  powers  with  the 
house  of  representatives,  is  not  an  unrea¬ 
sonable  position,  for  where  did  this  idea 
of  giving  equal  representation  spring  from? 
It  sprung  from  a  precedent  of  100  years, 
from  what  has  taken  place  in  America; 
and  we  find  that  there  the  system  which 
gives  co-ordinate  power  does  not  work  to 
the  detriment  of  the  people.  I  think  it 
would  be  wise  therefore,  if,  when  you  are 
giving  the  larger  power  of  veto,  you  granted 
also  the  power  of  veto  in  detail.  I  admit 
that  it  is  all  very  well  for  me  in  this  cham¬ 
ber  to  speak  as  I  am  doing ;  but  I  know 
the  difficulties  which  will  meet  the  Premier 
of  Victoria,  when  he  presents  that  aspect 
of  the  case  to  the  people  of  Victoria.  We 
ought,  as  far  as  we  possibly  can,  to  devise 
some  means  by  which  the  difficulties  that 
now  separate  certain  sections  of  this  cham¬ 
ber  may  be  overcome.  The  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Gillies,  in  the  admirable  speech  he 
delivered  yesterday,  pointed  out  that  all 
questions  of  public  policy  involving  ex¬ 
penditure  beyond  the  ordinary  exj^enditure 
of  the  year,  that  is,  unusual  expenditure. 


might  be  contained  in  separate  bills,  and 
sent  to  the  upper  chamber  in  that  form. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Hear,  hear.  We  all  agree 
to  that ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  My  impres.sion  is 
that  that  is  reasonable,  and  I  think  that 
we  may  so  deal  with  the  proposal  in  Com¬ 
mittee  that  we  shall  find  that  there  is  not, 
after  all,  such  a  great  difference  of  opinion 
betw'een  us. 

Mr.  Wrixon:  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  I  am  sanguine  that 
some  means  may  be  devised  of  bridging 
over  the  difficulty,  because  I  earnestly  wish 
that  there  should  be  a  hearty  co-operation 
among  all  the  Victorian  delegates  upon 
this  question.  Except  tlie  Premier  of  South 
Australia,  they  seem  to  stand  alone  upon 
this  question.  The  great  majority  of  the 
chamber  are,  as  I  understand  the  feeling, 
to  some  extent  opposed  to  their  view.  My 
hon,  friend,  Mr.  Deakin,  in  the  course  of 
his  speech,  said,  ‘Hf  one  chamber  is  to  be 
compelled  to  undergo  what  is  known  as  a 
penal  dissolution,  a  dissolution  which  is 
a  personal  penalty,  an  individual  private 
penalty  inflicted  upon  every  memlier  of 
the  popular  house — if  it  be  called  upon  to 
undergo  that  trial  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
upper  chamber,  let  that  chamber  also  en¬ 
joy  the  sw’eets  of  a  similar  appeal,  and 
be  bound  by  the  same  verdict. If  hon. 
membei*s  are  prepared  to  take  that  stand 
w^e  might,  I  confess,  obtain  a  basis  on 
which  further  argument  would  be  pos¬ 
sible.  Now,  if  I  were  proposing  that  the 
Legislative  Council  of  Victoria  should  have 
the  pow*er  of  amending  money  bills,  I 
would  not  attempt  for  one  moment  to 
lessen  the  duration  of  time  for  whicli  the 
members  of  that  body  were  elected.  If  the 
choice  w'ere  given  to  me  in  this  way,  “  Will 
you  take  the  power  of  amending  monej 
bills,  and  in  the  event  of  a  money  bill  be¬ 
ing  sent  up  to  you  and  rejected  by  you  in 
the  first  session,  and  being  sent  up  to  you 
and  rejected  by  you  in  the  second  session, 
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and  it  being  of  such  vital  importance  to 
the  government  that  they  were  prepared 
after  your  second  refusal  to  take  the  view 
of  the  country  at  large  upon  the  11100501*0, 
and  to  ask  for  a  dissolution,  would  you, 
the  members  of  the  upper  liouse,  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  make  a  similar  appeal  T — my  an¬ 
swer  would  be,  “  Yes  ;  I  think  it  would 
be  a  very  projTer  course  to  pursue.”  If 
we  did  that,  we  should  hear  no  more  about 
deadlocks.  They  would  be  completely  at 
an  end,  because  after  the  bill  had  been  re¬ 
jected  in  the  first  session,  unless  there  was 
some  great  and  potent  reason  for  it,  it 
would  not  be  sent  up  to  the  legislative 
council  on  the  second  occasion  unless  the 
government  were  determined  to  demand  a 
penal  dissolution.  And  how  would  that 
injure  the  council  ]  While  we  have  been 
speaking  about  this  question,  we  have  con¬ 
fined  ourselves  altogether  to  the  power  of 
the  senate  3  we  have  not  spoken  of  its  con¬ 
stitution.  I  may  say  that  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  were  quali¬ 
fied  by  this  statement :  that  he  would  like 
to  know  cn  what  basis  the  senate  shall  be 
appointed.  I  take  it  that  there  could  be 
ew  better  bases  of  selection  of  the  senate 
than  that  which  obtained  in  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  this  distinguished  assemblage.  I 
think  that  question  might  very  well  be 
remitted  to  the  two  houses  of  parliament ; 
and  that  in  the  selection  of  members  of 
the  senate  each  house  should  select  an 
equal  number.  I  know  that  other  views 
are  entertained.  I  know  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  thinks  that  each  state 
should  be  left  to  itself  to  say  in  what 
manner  it  shall  elect  members  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  They  claim  that  as  a 
state  right ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  I  think  it  is  very 
likely  that  the  result  would  be  that  it 
would  be  left  to  each  parliament  to  appoint 
the  senate,  because  I  can  see  that  if  a 
colony  were  divided  into  eight  provinces, 
the  expenses  of  contesting  an  election 
[Mr,  CutJvbert, 


would  be  so  heavy  that  few  men  would 
wish  to  enter  into  such  a  contest  :  and  the- 
people  would  be  better  satisfied  if  the 
choice  of  the  senate  were  made  by  the 
respective  legislatures,  and  made  in  equal 
numbers  by  each  house.  1  have  put  the- 
case  in  this  'way,  wishing  to  make  a  con¬ 
vert  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro,  to 
my  view  that  there  is  nothing  unreasonable 
in  the  desire  entertained  and  expressed 
by  several  gentlemen  that  the  senate 
should  have  co-ordinate  powers  with  the 
house  of  representatives  ;  but  I  think  that 
in  Committee  we  shall  be  all  prepared  to 
meet  in  a  spirit  of  compromise,  and  I  do 
trust  and  hope  that  the  difficulties  which  at 
present  seem  to  surround  this  v'ery  import¬ 
ant  question  may  disappear.  One  word  in 
connection  with  the  judiciary  and  as  to 
the  powers  of  the  supreme  court  which 
shall  constitute  a  high  court  of  appeal  for 
Australia.  Of  course  if  we  have  a  federa¬ 
tion  of  the  colonies,  we  must  have  a  su¬ 
preme  court  and  a  high  court  of  appeaL 
I  have  listened  to  what  has  been  said  by 
the  late  Attorney-General  of  Victoria,  the 
Attorney-General  of  Tasmania,  and  the 
Attorney-General  of  Queensland.  While  he 
was  careful  not  to  express  any  decided 
opinion,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
Attorney-General  of  Tasmania  was  per¬ 
fectly  right  in  one  portion  of  the  views 
which  he  presented — namely,  that  we 
ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  appoint¬ 
ments  made,  and  to  be  made  by  the  states 
of  their  respective  judges.  Leave  that 
altogether  to  the  states ;  do  not  seek  to 
deprive  them  of  that  power.  But  there 
must  be  a  high  coui*t  of  appeal,  and  that 
high  court  should  deal  with  questions  be¬ 
tween  the  states  and  the  federation.  From- 
that  court  I  think  it  would  be  highly  desir¬ 
able  that  there  should  be  an  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council.  It  is  useless  for  us  to 
entertain  the  idea  that  as  long  as  vre  are- 
a  dependency — and  I  hope  we  shall  be  for 
a  long  time — tho  Queen  will  ever  concede 
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to  these  Australian  colonies  a  request  which 
"was  made  by  tlie  North  American  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  refused.  They  were  as  anxious 
as  are  some  hon.  gentlemen  here,  that  the 
decision  of  their  court  of  appeal  shoxild  be 
final ;  but  her  Majesty,  speaking  in  her 
own  person  in  the  Privy  Council,  says  to  all 
her  subjects  outside  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land  that  if  any  one  is  aggrieved  and  seeks 
redress,  let  him  come  to  the  Privy  Council. 
I  think  that  it  is  right  that  that  preroga¬ 
tive  and  privilege  should  be  still  retained, 
and  it  would  be  unwise  for  us  to  ask  for  a 
thing  which  we  know  must  be  refused.  Then 
it  is  proposed  in  these  resolutions  that  we 
should  have  : 

(3.)  An  executive,  consisting  of  a  governor- 
general,  and  such  persons  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  appointed  as  his  advisers,  such  persona 
sitting  in  parliament,  and  whose  term  of  oflBce 
shall  depend  upon  their  possessing  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  house  of  representatives  expressed 
by  the  support  of  the  majority. 

As  to  the  latter  part  of  that,  I  think  it 
might  veiy  well  be  excluded,  and  that  we 
should  adhere  to  the  usages  of  Parliament. 
I  certainly  like  to  stick  to  the  old  land¬ 
marks.  I  was  surprised  and  astonished 
when  I  heard  one  member  after  another 
trying  to  sever  the  links  that  connect  us 
with  the  old  country.  I  never  thought 
that  when  these  propositions  were  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  here  I  should  hear  any  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  say  that  the  Crown  should  cease  to 
make  the  few  appointments  which  now 
rest  in  its  bands  in  these  colonies.  I  know 
that  in  my  own  colony  of  Victoria  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  the  Master  of  the  Mint  are  the 
only  officers  ap[)ointed  by  the  Crown.  I 
was  quite  surprised  when  I  heard  hon. 
membei*s  say,  in  this  Convention,  that,  in 
order  to  educate  our  young  people  to  fill 
the  highest  offices  in  the  state,  it  was  ne¬ 
cessary  that  we  should  takefroni  our  Queen 
that  privilege  which  has  been  so  long,  so 
usefully,  and  properly  exercised.  It  was 
also  said  that  we  ought  to  make  our  own 
acts  of  Parliament,  and  that  the  right  of 


veto  should  be  done  away  with.  Surely 
we  ought  not  to  ask  for  any  greater 
2;»owers  than  the  Canadians  po.ssess.  It 
is  sufficient  that  we  pass  our  own  laws, 
and  unless  the  veto  is  exercised  by  the 
Queen  within  two  years,  that  veto  is 
completely  at  an  end,  and  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  until  the  veto  is  exercised,  the  mea¬ 
sure  passed  by  us  is  the  law  of  the  land. 
How  often  will  the  veto  be  exercised  1 
Not  once  in  a  century.  I  had  intended 
to  cut  my  remarks  very  short,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  I  have  travelled  so  far  out  of 
the  beaten  track  of  what  I  intended  to 
say  ;  but  the  subject  is  one  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  and  I  wished,  if  possible,  to  de¬ 
vise  some  means  or  see  some  way  of  get¬ 
ting  over  the  difficulty  which  relates  to 
the  senate.  I  have  to  express  my  grateful 
thanks  to  hon.  members  who  have  listened 
so  [patiently  to  me.  I  have  not  forgotten 
that  expression  of  youi-s,  sir,  in  which  you 
said  that  the  tree  of  federation  had  been 
planted.  I  hope  and  trust  that  it  is  so  ; 
that  its  roots  wdll  sink  deep  into  congenial 
soil,  and  that  it  will  grow,  as  years  ad¬ 
vance,  in  strength  and  beauty  ;  and  that 
it  will  flourish  for  many  years  to  come  ; 
that  against  its  roots  passion  may  beat  in 
vain,  and  that  under  its  branches  the 
I)eople  may  find  shelter  and  j)rotection. 

Mr.  AD  YE  DOUGLAS  :  I  shall  en¬ 
deavour  to  carry  out  my  intention  to  cur¬ 
tail  my  remarks  in  a  different  way  from 
that  adopted  by  the  last  speaker  ;  and  in¬ 
stead  of  commencing  with  the  first  of  the 
resolutions,  I  shall  commence  with  the 
last,  which  says  : 

An  executive,  consisting  of  a  governor-general, 
and  such  persons  iis  may  from  time  to  time 
be  appointed  as  his  advisers,  such  persons 
sitting  in  parliament,  and  whose  term  of  office 
shall  depend  upon  their  possessing  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  house  of  representatives,  expressed 
the  support  of  the  majority. 

Now',  that  clause  has  been  very  little  dwelt 
upon,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand 
wffiat  meaning  is  attached  to  the  words 
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“from  time  to  time  be  appointed  as  Lis 
advisers.’^  I  imagine  that  the  executive 
government  of  the  federation  will  be  formed 
according  to  the  general  p.dnciples  of  go¬ 
vernment  wliich  have  prevailed  hitherto  in 
the  Australian  colonies,  and  that  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  will  take  his  advisers  from 
which  side  of  the  house  he  pleases,  but  will 
take  care,  and  in  fact  must  find  it  necessary, 
to  take  them  from  that  side  of  the  house 
which  is  in  a  majority.  Consequently  the 
governor’s  advisei-s  must  represent  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  people ;  and  in  no  other  way 
that  I  can  imagine  can  a  government  of  the 
kind  be  carried  on.  The  w’ords  “respon¬ 
sible  government  ”  have  been  questioned 
in  this  Convention.  Now,  a  term  may  in 
course  of  time  acquire  a  meaning  which  it 
did  not  have  when  first  used,  and  “  respon¬ 
sible  government,”  as  I  understand  the 
expression  as  used  here,  means  that  the 
executive  shall  represent  the  majority  of 
the  house  of  representatives.  The  gover¬ 
nor,  nevertheless,  may  choose  his  advisers 
from  either  side  of  the  house  ;  but  he  is 
certain,  as  I  said  before,  to  select  them  from 
amongst  those  who  represent  the  majority 
of  the  people  in  the  popular  chamber.  By 
no  other  means  can  I  imagine  that  repre¬ 
sentative  government  could  be  carried  out. 
But  here  the  words  used  are,  “as  shall  be 
appointed.”  Appointed  by  whom  1  It  can 
only  be  by  the  governor-general,  because  I 
suppo.se  no  one  here  entertains  the  idea  that 
the  governor-general  should  be  the  appointee 
of  the  people  at  large,  or  of  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  or  any  portion  of  that  jjarliament. 
The  governor  general  must  be  the  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Queen  by  direct  appoint¬ 
ment  from  her  Majesty,  and  that  being  the 
ca.se,  the  government  will  be  carried  on  in 
federated  Australia  in  the  way  usually 
adopted  now  in  the  different  colonies.  That 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  only  way  in  which 
we  can  get  along  in  this  matter.  The  last 
speaker  dwelt  at  length — thougli  he  did 
not  enlighten  us  much — on  tlie  constitu- 
\jMr,  Adye  Douglas, 


tion  of  the  senate.  The  discussion  that 
has  taken  place  on  this  subject  has,  I 
think,  clearly  shown  that  the  view  taken 
by  the  majority  of  the  Convention  is  that 
the  senate  must  have  the  same  power  of 
dealing  with  finance  as  that  exercised  by 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  if  the 
senate  has  power  to  deal  with  finance  it 
must  have  power  to  deal  with  the  details 
of  finance,  or  some  particular  mode  must 
be  invented  by  which  it  shall  be  able  to 
deal  with  all  questions  of  finance,  except 
the  estimates  for  the  year.  If  some  sys¬ 
tem  of  that  kind  is  put  before  us,  I  think 
we  shall  have  no  great  difficulty  in  com¬ 
ing  to  a  determination  on  the  point.  This 
morning,  one  of  the  representatives  of 
New  South  AYales  placed  before  us  cer¬ 
tain  figures ;  but  I  confess  I  was  not 
able  to  follow  that  hon.  gentleman ;  and, 
like  the  last  speaker,  when  he  finished 
his  statement  I  was  in  a  greater  fog  than 
when  he  commenced.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  it  w^ould  take  a  considerable  time 
for  the  hon.  gentleman  to  instruct  us  suc¬ 
cessfully  up  to  the  point  to  which  he  de¬ 
sired  us  to  go.  I  did  not  gather  whether 
the  hon.  gentleman  meant  that  the  whole 
of  the  customs  were  to  be  taken  over  by 
the  federal  government,  as  \vell  as  all  the 
public  works  of  the  different  colonies, 
or  whether  each  colony  was  to  manage 
its  own  affairs  as  hitherto,  without  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  federal  government.  In  the 
resolutions  before  us  the  word  “  customs  ” 
is  used,  and  no  reference  is  made  to  excise. 
In  the  American  Constitution  the  word 
“excise”  is  introduced  as  well  as  the  'word 
“customs.”  I  do  not  know,  sir,  wdiether 
it  is  intended  by  you  to  include  excise  under 
the  word  “customs.”  Excise  is  carried  out 
in  a  variety  of  w^ays  in  the  several  colonies, 
and  in  many  of  them  constitutes  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  public  revenue.  I 
presume  that  the  word  “  customs,”  as  used 
in  the  resolutions  placed  before  the  Con¬ 
vention,  simply  applies  to  the  importation 
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of  articles  into  one  colony  from  anotlier, 
or  from  a  foreign  state.  In  reference  to 
what  is  termed  “  free-trade  with  the  colo¬ 
nies,*^  sornetliing  has  struck  me  as  most  ex¬ 
traordinary  in  regard  to  this  subject.  Now, 
wliat  does  free-trade  witli  the  colonies 
mean?  Up  to  the  present  time  free-trade 
with  tlie  colonies  is  the  thing  we  have  been 
trying  to  keep  out.  Free-trade  with  foreign 
countries  we  do  not  seem  to  care  about. 
Victoria  has  erected  a  barrier  against  all  pro¬ 
ductions  except  Jier  own,  and  has  taxed,  not 
only  the  raw  material,  but  also  the  manu¬ 
factured  article  ;  and  a  similar  policy  has 
been  pursued  by  nearly  all  the  other  colo¬ 
nies.  Is  it  the  intention  that  this  state  of 
things  should  be  reversed,  and  that  the  im¬ 
ports  of  the  different  colonies  shall  be  free 
as  between  each  other?  We  have  heard  a 
good  deal  about  loyalty  in  this  Convention. 
Almost  every  member  has  spoken  of  his 
loyalty.  Loyalty,  however,  does  not  seem 
to  be  extended  to  the  mother  country  with 
regard  to  her  imports,  andsheisto  be  treated 
by  these  colonies  as  a  foreign  country.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  wlien  such  a  proposal 
goes  before  the  home  Government  some 
objection  will  be  taken  to  it.  I  could 
understand  that  in  dealing  with  foreign 
nations  we  should  put  duties  upon  their 
goods,  and  I  should  expect  that  we  ourselves 
should  be  treated  by  them  in  the  same  way ; 
but  when  the  mother  country  takes  all  our 
productions  without  imposing  the  sliglite.st 
duty  it  seems  to  me  not  a  very  generous 
proj^osal  that  we  should  raise  a  barrier 
against  the  productions  of  the  mother 
country  and  treat  her  as  a  foreign  nation. 
That  is  very  loyal  indeed  ;  in  fact  I  am 
astonished  at  the  loyalty  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion.  I  am  not  going  to  inflict  upon  the 
Convention  my  opinions  with  respect  to 
loyalty ;  but  when  I  hear  that  we  are  to 
be  deprived  of  the  Governor  appointed  by 
the  Queen,  that  we  arc  to  abolish  the  power 
of  veto,  and  that  we  are  not  to  treat 
witli  the  mother  country  upon  fair  and 


equal  terms  as  regards  fiscal  matters,  I  am 
inclined  to  ask  what  hon.  gentlemen  think 
about  their  loyalty,  and  to  say  that  their 
loyalty  is  a  sham,  and  nothing  else.  How 
was  I  treated  the  other  day  ?  When  walk¬ 
ing  down  Circular  Quay,  I  happened  to 
see  some  goods  that  were  imported,  and 
some  man  said  to  me,  ‘‘  That  is  the 
effect  of  free-trade.**  I  said,  I  am  a 
free-trader**;  to  which  he  replied,  “You 
ought  to  be  shot  down,  and  I  would  shoot 
you  down  if  I  had  the  opportunity.  I  am 
a  protectionist.**  Is  that  the  sort  of  con¬ 
duct  we  are  to  receive  here  because  we  have 
freedom  of  speech  and  freedom  of  opinion  ? 
Are  free-traders  to  be  crushed  down  be¬ 
cause  — 

Mr.  Gordon  :  It  was  a  joke  ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  It  was  not  a 
joke  as  far  as  I  was  concerned,  for  the  per¬ 
son  was  very  nearly  doing  w^hat  he  threa¬ 
tened — not  shooting  me  down,  but  striking 
me  down. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  Absurd  ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  I  hear  hon. 
members  talk  about  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  Now, 
many  years  ago  I  was  in  England,  and 
there  was  a  case  pending  from  the  colony 
of  Tasmania — Hampton  versus  Fenton — 
in  w’hich  the  colony  had  asserted  certain 
rights,  and  an  appeal  went  home  to  the 
Privy  Council.  Upon  that  occasion,  when 
one  of  the  Tasmanian  counsel  was  ariruino* 
that  the  Parliament  of  Tasmanian  had  cer¬ 
tain  inherent  powers,  the  judge,  either  Sir 
Knight  Bruce  or  Baron  Pollock,  said, 
“  Show  me  your  powei-s.  Sir  Frederick 
Thesiger.  You  are  confined  within  the 
four  corners  of  your  Constitution  Act.** 
The  learned  counsel  had  been  trying  to 
compare  the  powers  of  the  Parliament  of 
Tasmania  with  those  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  But  who  knows,  as  the  judge 
asked,  what  the  powers  of  the  House  of 
Commons  are  ?  It  is  only  the  good  sense 
of  the  House  of  Commons  that  keeps  them 

Seventh  day. 


llesoliitions. 


298  FecUral  Constitution:  [12  Makoh,  1891.] 


■within  any  expression.  We  know  that  the 
whole  power  of  the  English  Constitution 
rests  on  what  the  House  of  Commons  may 
choose  to  interpret  as  the  Constitution. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Hear,  hear.  It  is  an 
unwritten  law  ! 

Mr.  AD  YE  DOUGLAS  :  Just  what 
they  say  is  the  constitution,  is  the  consti¬ 
tution.  We  know’  that  the  English  Con¬ 
stitution  was  a  very  difierent  thing  a  few 
years  ago  from  w  hat  it  is  now.  The  House 
of  Lords  is  virtually  gone,  the  powder  of 
the  Queen  is  gone,  and  everything  vests 
in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  The  press  has  come 
up  since  ! 

Mr.  ADY"E  DOUGLAS:  We  shall  have 
to  carve  out  our  own  laws ;  and  we  shall 
have  to  take  other  constitutions  as  a  guide 
up  to  a  certain  point;  hut,  when  I  look 
round  and  see  the  men  who  are  assembled 
here,  I  can  have  no  doubt  that  there  is  a 
sufficient  amount  of  ability  present  to 
build  up  a  constitution  which  will  tend 
to  the  greatness  of  the  Australian  colonies, 
and  which  will  show  the  mother  country 
that,  although  Australia  has  been  only 
.a  century  in  existence,  we  are  fast  ap¬ 
proaching  the  time  wffien  w’e  shall  be  able 
to  protect  ourselves.  But,  with  many  of 
those  who  have  spoken  before  me,  I  hope 
that  that  day  is  far  off.  I  am,  how’ever, 
quite  sure  that  the  tendency  of  all  our 
institutions,  and  of  everything  connected 
with  us,  is  of  a  democratic  character,  and 
that  sooner  or  later  we  must  arrive  at  a 
democracy.  But  as  long  as  we  are  sub¬ 
jects  of  the  Queen,  and  hold  our  present 
position  towards  the  mother  country,  I 
trust  that  the  government  of  these  colo¬ 
nies  will  be  vested  in  a  governor-general, 
appointed  by  the  home  authorities,  and 
that  our  local  governors  will  also,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  appointed  in  the  same  way. 
I  have  only  given  my  ideas  in  this  way  as 
a  representative  of  a  small  section  of  the 
Australian  people ;  but  I  come  from  an 
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old  colony,  and  I  believe  tliat  in  many  re¬ 
spects  we  have  carried  out  British  institu¬ 
tions  in  their  integrity.  In  the  colony  of 
Tasmania  we  have  found  it  exceedingly 
advisable  and  beneficial  that  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council  should  have  the  power  of 
amending  bills  in  any  way  that  they  think 
proper.  If  a  largo  measure,  containing 
several  small  items  to  w'hich  the  senate  ob¬ 
jects  has  to  be  rejected  in  its  entirety, 
the  effect  will  be  to  make  the  upper  house 
a  nonentity,  because  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  w’ould  only  have  to  put  an  item 
of  expenditure  into  a  measure  to  practi¬ 
cally  deprive  the  other  house  of  all  power 
with  respect  to  it  I,  therefore,  trust  that 
the  federal  senate  wdll  have  due  power, 
not  only  to  exercise  a  veto,  but  also  to 
amend  bills  ;  provided  always  that  some 
other  method,  which  would  get  over  the 
difficulty  in  a  proper  manner,  is  not  de¬ 
vised  to  bridge  it  over.  I  shall  not  de¬ 
tain  the  House  longer.  I  think  we  have 
had  from  hon.  members  as  fine  oratorical 
displays,  and  as  good  a  statement  of  the  laws 
of  Australia  and  of  the  mother  country,  as 
one  could  get  anywhere,  and  I  feel  proud 
that  in  my  latter  days  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  attending  such  an  assembly.  In 
my  younger  days,  when  I  first  came  to 
these  colonies,  how  different  things  were ! 
When  I  see  such  an  assembly  as  this,  I 
picture  to  my  fancy  what  will  be  the  re¬ 
sult  in  another  fifty  years.  What  a  change 
will  there  be  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne,  and 
our  other  cities  !  As  education  extends,  I 
think  we  may  be  proud  of  our  adopted 
country,  and  consider  ourselv’es  as  a  united 
people,  and  members  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  of  Australia. 

Mr.  ABBOTT  :  In  addressing  myself  to 
these  very  important  resolutions,  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  tread  upon  tlie ground  which 
has  been  already  occupied  by  hon.  members 
in  the  very  remarkable  and  able  speeches 
which  we  have  heard.  It  appears  to  me 
that  on  the  present  occasion  we  are  like  a 
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family  who  are  making  marriage  arrange¬ 
ments  for  their  daughters,  and  it  is  the 
desire  of  every  delegate,  as  the  parent  re¬ 
presenting  the  daughter,  to  make  the  very 
best  terms  on  behalf  of  the  colony  from 
which  he  comes.  I  think  it  is  ourboundeii 
interest,  in  speaking  for  our  colonies,  to 
speak  with  no  uncertain  voice  in  reference 
to  what  is  proposed  to  be  done.  There  are 
those  outside  this  Assembly,  and  in  this 
colony,  who  are  opposed  to  federation,  and 
who  have  been  raising  up  arguments  against 
it,  but  those  arguments  are  not  based  onfact, 
or  on  a  true  interpretation  of  these  resolu¬ 
tions  ;  and  when  1  address  myself  to  these 
particular  people,  I  shall  do  so  more  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  the  matter  with  re¬ 
gard  to  our  own  colony  than  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  giving  any  information  or  of  lead¬ 
ing  to  any  conclusion  with  regard  to  the 
proposals  now  before  us.  What  struck 
me  as  the  most  remarkable  of  the  speeches 
to  which  we  have  listened  were  those 
coming  from  the  gentlemen  representing 
Victoria,  a  colony  which  has  had  protec¬ 
tion  for  twenty -five  years,  and  the  people 
of  which  maintain,  as  protectionists  always 
maintain,  that  if  they  are  given  protection 
they  will  be  able  to  build  up  their  own  in¬ 
dustries,  and  to  defy  the  world  to  com¬ 
pete  with  them.  Now,  I  claim  that  I  am 
a  protectionist,  and  I  have  always  argued 
that  we  cannot  have  protection  in  New 
South  Wales  unless  on  the  basis  of  federa¬ 
tion.  Victoria  has  had  protection  now  for 
twenty-five  years.  She  has  liad  a  market 
in  every  one  of  the  Australian  colonies, 
and  she  has  become  the  great  manufactur¬ 
ing  centre  of  the  whole  of  Australia;  and 
is  it  not  totally  opposed  to  protectionist 
principles  for  her  delegates  to  say,  If 
you  want  federation,  you  must  giv^e  us  a 
guarantee  that  you  will  maintain  the  manu¬ 
factures  which  for  twenty-five  years  we 
have  been  building  up^^?  If  that  is  the 
result  of  protection  for  twenty-five  years 
it  almost  makes  me  think  that  I  have 


gone  on  the  wrong  path  ;  but  I  feel  that 
I  have  not  gone  on  the  wrong  path,  and 
I  believe  that  if  New  South  Wales  is 
to  have  a  protective  policy  at  all,  it  can 
only  get  it  by  federation.  I  claim  that 
New  South  Wales  has  a  greater  variety  of 
raw  material  and  of  minerals  of  all  kinds 
than  any  of  the  otiier  colonies  in  the 
Australian  group,  and  that  if  we  had  free- 
trade  wdthin  the  boundaries  of  the  Austra¬ 
lian  colonie.s,  with  protection  against  the 
world,  it  would  not  take  us  twenty-five 
years  to  draw  from  Victoria  to  Newcastle 
and  elsewhere  most  of  her  large  manu¬ 
factures.  I  believe  that  honestly.  The 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  has  told  us 
that  his  colony  must  have  some  guamn- 
tees  for  the  industries  which  they  have 
taken  twenty-five  years  to  build  up.  But 
what  would  be  the  use  of  her  protective 
institutions,  if  the  ports  of  New  South 
Wales  and  of  a  few  of  the  other  colonies 
where  they  now  get  admission,  were  closed 
against  them  ;  and  what  would  be  the  use 
of  protection  to  New  South  Wales  to-mor¬ 
row  if  she  had  to  build  upher  industries  at  the 
expense  of  her  own  people  ?  Victoria  did  not 
do  that.  Victoria  built  upher  industries  at 
the  expense  of  her  Australian  neighbours. 
Take  my  own  electorate,  away  up  the  river 
Darling.  If  I  go  up  there  what  do  I  find  ? 
Do  I  find  any  New  South  Wales  machinery 
there?  Most  certainly  not;  I  find  Vic¬ 
torian  machinery.  Well,  under  federatioi^ 
we  shall  be  able  to  compete  with  Victoria 
on  equal  terms.  I  do  not  care  that  Vic¬ 
toria  has  had  twenty-five  years  start  of 
us.  With  our  resources,  with  our  coal¬ 
fields,  we  shall  be  able  to  fight  Victoria,, 
not  only  in  her  own  markets,  but  in  the 
markets  of  Australia ;  and  for  that  reason 
I  maintain  that  we  must  federate  to  get 
those  markets.  There  is  no  use  in  build- 
ing  up  protection  within  a  small  colony 
like  this.  We  want  larger  fields,  and  we 
w^ant  to  live  in  brotherly  love  with  our 
neighbours  in  Victoria,  and  elsewhere  in 

Seventh  day. 


Hesolutions, 


300  Federal  Constimion :  [12  MArxCii,  1891.] 


Australia.  \Ye  want  no  guarantees  here. 
Although  my  hon.  friend,  !Mr.  Dibbs,  says 
it  is  not,  undoubtedly  the  policy  of  this 
country  as  voiced  at  the  polls  is  free- 
trade.  If  it  were  not  so,  the  President 
would  not  bo  in  the  position  he  occupies 
at  the  present  time, 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  The  lion,  gentleman  knows 
it  was  not  ! 

Mr.  ABBOTT  :  I  know  that  there  is 
a  majority  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker 
in  favour  of  free-trade.  That  is  all  I 
know. 

IMr.  Dibbs  :  You  know  that  it  was 
“more  popery  than  fiscal!’’ 

i\Ir.  ABBOTT  :  I  know  the  result  of 
the  elections  gave  the  free-traders  a  ma¬ 
jority.  If  it  were  not  so  they  could  not 
have  carried  on  their  polic3\  That  being 
so,  why  should  not  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
]McMillan,  come  here  and  say  to  Victoria, 
“  You  must  give  us  a  guarantee  for  five  or 
ten  years  that  free-trade  will  not  be  inter¬ 
fered  with  in  Xew  South  Wales?”  What 
is  the  use  of  asking  for  federation  on  those 
terms  ?  To  ask  for  mutual  guarantees  to 
allow  interests  to  remain  as  they  are,  and 
yet  to  federate  for  the  common  interest ! 
The  idea  is,  to  my  mind,  an  absurdity.  It  is 
a  fortunate  thing  for  this  country  that  we 
have  had  this  Convention,  meeting  in  the 
w^ay  in  which  ithas  met,  whether  the  results 
are  likely  to  be  beneficial  at  the  present  time 
or  not.  It  is  a  fortunate  thing  for  Aus¬ 
tralia  that  so  many  public  men  meet  on  one 
common  platform,  and  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  mingling  with  one  another,  of 
discussing  publicly  the  affairs  of  Australia, 
and  privately,  perhaps,  local  affairs.  I 
think,  Mr.  President,  when  this  Conven¬ 
tion  concludes,  whether  its  results  come  to 
anything  or  not,  we  shall  have  laid  down  a 
history  in  connection  with  this  great  Aus¬ 
tralian  movement,  which  I  hope  will  come 
to  a  safe  and  sound  conclusion.  I  hope 
that  we  shall  find  that  your  efforts,  and 
those  of  the  hon.  member,  ]\Ir.  Gillies,  will 
\jMr,  Abbott. 


not  be  ineffective,  but  that  good  results  will 
come  from  our  deliberations.  I  w*as  very 
much  surprised  to  find  my  lion,  friend, 
Mr.  Dibbs,  point  out  that  before  anything 
could  bedone  we  must  settle  the  fiscal  policy. 
How  can  we  settle  the  fiscal  policy  1  How 
can  each  of  the  colonies  agree  upon  a 
common  tariff?  It  would  be  absolutely  im¬ 
possible  for  them  to  agree  upon  a  common 
tariff  at  the  present  time  if  they  all  agreed 
to  go  for  a  policy  of  protection.  But  some 
of  them  will  not  do  that.  Therefore,  I 
maintain  that  it  is  only  by  one  Australian 
parliament  that  a  common  tariff  can  be 
formed  ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to 
try  to  keep  out  or  assume  that  we  must 
keep  out  of  this  federation  until  we  can 
agree  upon  a  common  tariff. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  The  hon.  gentleman  asks 
us  to  go  in  for  a  free-trade  tariff  1 

Mr.  ABBOTT :  Not  until  we  provide 
the  other  tariff.  I  do  not  think  that  has 
ever  been  proposed.  It  has  been  proiX)sed 
that  our  tariffs  shall  remain  as  they  are 
until  the  federal  parliament  shall  pass  a 
tariff  for  Australia.  Excepting  one  speaker, 

I  do  not  think  any  one  has  advocated  any 
other  proposal  than  that  the  tariffs  shall 
remain  as  they  are  until  tlie  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  shall  pass  a  tariff  or  Australia,  I 
do  not  see  how  it  could  be  otherwise,  iks 
I  said  before,  how  could  there  be  a  com¬ 
mon  tariff,  with  the  diversity  of  interests 
of  each  of  the  colonies  ?  The  federal 
tariff  must  be  built  up  by  the  federal 
parliament,  and  the  existing  tariffs  must 
be  allowed  to  remain  until  that  state  of 
things  comes  about.  The  lion,  member 
said  that  in  speaking  in  that  way,  he  was 
speaking  the  voice  of  New  South  Wales. 
Well,  I  hope  for  tlie  sake  of  the  party 
with  which  the  hon.  member  is  connected, 
that  he  is  speaking  for  New  South  Wales. 
It  will  show  a  change  of  policy,  at  all 
events,  from  that  which  was  voiced  at  the 
last  general  election,  and  that  the  coloii}"^ 
of  New  South  Wales  is  prepared  for  this 
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change  of  tariff,  which  I  am  quite  sure  will 
he  brouglit  about  by  a  federal  parliament. 
I  have  heart!  a  good  deal  of  criticism  with 
regard  to  tlie  Federal  Council.  Many 
people  thought  New  South  Wales  acted 
unwisely  in  not  entering  into  that  body. 
Victoria,  again,  is  responsible  for  that. 
Hon.  Members  :  No,  no  ! 

Mr.  ABBOTT :  I  .say,  with  a  knowledge 
perhaps  not  possessed  by  most  people  in 
this  country,  that  Victoria  is  responsible 
for  New  South  Wales  not  being,  at  the 
present  time,  repi'e.sented  in  the  Federal 
Council.  I  remember  well,  for  I  was  in 
the  government  at  the  time,  and  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  will  bear  me  out,  that 
just  about  that  time  the  Melbourne  Cup 
was  run  for,  and  menibei*s  ran  away  to  it, 
with  the  result  that  when  the  division 
took  place  the  Government  were  in  a 
minority,  and  so  the  Federal  Council  had 
to  do,  from  that  day  to  this,  without  the 
colony  of  New  South  Wales.  What  has 
surprised  me  most  of  all  are  these  dark 
hints  about  a  republican  form  of  govern¬ 
ment.  They  came  from  my  hon.  friend, 
Mr.  Dibbs.  1  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see 
what  fault  he,  and  gentlemen  holding  his 
views,  have  to  find  with  the  existing  state 
of  things. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  I  find  no  fault ! 

Mr.  ABBOTT  :  Could  they,  under 
any  form  of  republican  government,  have 
greater  liberty  than  they  have  at  the 
present  time  ?  Could  they  improve  the 
existing  state  of  things  on  behalf  of  the 
people  of  any  one  of  these  colonies  if 
they  had  the  most  republican  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  world  1  Have  these  gen¬ 
tlemen  any  of  those  complaints  to  make 
wliich  were  made  by  the  celebrated  fifty- 
six  men  who  signed  the  Declaration  of  In¬ 
dependence  ?  As  an  historical  fact  it  is 
interesting  to  refer  to  that,  and  to  see 
what  the  complaints  of  those  people  were, 
who  were  crying  out  for  a  change  of  go¬ 
vernment. 


The  liistory  of  the  present  king  of  Great 
Britain  — 

say  these  patriots  in  their  Declaration  of 
Independence — 

is  a  history  of  repeated  injuries  and  usurpations, 
all  having  in  direct  object  the  establishment  of 
an  absolute  tyranny  over  these  states.  To  prove 
this  let  facts  be  submitted  to  a  candid  world. 

He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  the  most 
w'holesome  and  necessary  for  the  public  good. 

Has  tliat  ever  been  the  case  since  we  have 
had  responsible  government  ?  Have  we 
ever  had  such  a  complaint  to  make?  I 
admit  that  the  Government  of  England 
at  times  have  hesitated  to  pass  some  mea¬ 
sures  ;  but  when  they  have  been  brought 
into  uniformity  with  the  law's  of  the 
empire  the  hesitation  has  ceased,  and  the 
measures  have  been  assented  to.  Take  our 
own  Divorce  Bill,  which  has  been  referred 
to.  It  w'as  passed  by  this  legislature,  and 
the  assent  of  the  Queen  was  refused  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  home  Govem- 
ment;  but  immediately  aftei*w^ards  a  divorce 
law  which  w'as  passed  by  the  colony  of  Vic¬ 
toria,  and  w'hich  was  brought  into  conform¬ 
ity  wdth  the  suggestions  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  w'ho  w'as  advised  by  the  Crowm  law 
oflScers  of  England,  was  assented  to.  And 
so  it  will  be,  and  has  ever  been,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  measures  sent  home  to  England. 
Where  they  do  not  interfere  wuth  im¬ 
perial  rights  or  the  laws  of  the  empire  they 
have  been  assented  to.  Another  objec¬ 
tion  : 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass  law's 
of  immediate  and  pressing  importance,  unless 
suspended  in  their  operation  till  his  assent 
should  be  obtained,  and  w'hen  so  suspended  he 
has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  them. 

We  have  no  such  complaints  as  those.  We 
do  not  find  the  governors  of  these  colonies 
assuming  the  posit  ion  of  arbitrary  monarchs. 
We  find  these  men,  wdiether  they  are 
chosen  from  the  liberal  ranks  of  England 
or  from  the  conservative  ranks,  all  con¬ 
forming  to  the  democratic  rules  of  govern¬ 
ment  which  are  found  in  these  Australian 
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colonies.  Most  certainly  these  gentlemen, 
when  they  come  out  here,  seem  to  realise  the 
fact  that  it  is  their  duty  to  administer  the 
laws  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of  the 
people  over  whom  they  have  been  placed. 
I  might  go  on  enumerating  page  after  page 
of  the  reasons  which  caused  the  American 
states  to  separate  from  Great  Britain  ;  but 
I  am  not  going  to  weary  hon.  members 
with  details,  and  I  only  refer  to  the  matter 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  my  most  solemn 
protest  against  this  notion  of  republican¬ 
ism  which  is  growing  up,  J  am  sorry  to  say, 
amongst  a  thoughtless  class  in  this  com¬ 
munity.  I  did  not  expect  my  hon.  friend, 
Mr.  Dibbs,  in  any  way  to  encourage  that, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  he  will  not  en¬ 
courage  it. 

Mr.  Bibbs  :  The  hon.  member  is  mis¬ 
representing  what  I  said ;  that  is  all  ! 

Mr.  ABBOTT  :  In  what  way?  If  the 
hon.  member  says  that  I  am  misrepi*esent- 
ing  him,  I  am  open  to  be  corrected,  and 
will  not  misrepresent  him. 

Mr.  Bibbs  :  The  hon.  member  is  only 
creating  a  bogey  for  the  purpose  of  knock¬ 
ing  it  down.  That  is  what  he  is  doing  I 
ABBOTT  :  The  hon.  member,  I 
think,  tried  to  create  some  bogeys  for  the 
purpose  of  knocking  them  down.  The  hon. 
member  told  us  that  he  was  going  to  throw 
some  bomb-shells  into  this  meetin". 

Mr.  Muxro  :  Without  any  gunpowder  ! 

Mr.  ABBOTT  :  The  hon.  member  did 
throw  the  bombshells;  but  he  forgot  to 
attach  to  them  the  fuse  necessary  to  cause 
them  to  explode.  With  regard  to  the  de¬ 
fences,  it  has  been  asserted  that  we  desire 
to  establish  a  standing  army.  You,  Mr. 
President,  are  largely  responsible  for  the 
resolutions,  and  any  one  who  could  charge 
you  with  a  desire  to  create  a  standing 
army  in  these  Australian  colonies  must 
be  absolutely  blind  to  history,  for  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  you  were  one  of  those  who,  so 
far  back  as  1859,  submitted  resolutions  to 
our  own  Legislative  Assembly,  which  were 
[Mr,  Abbott, 


absolutely  opposed  to  any  standing  army 
being  kept  in  New  South  Wales.  Under 
the  most  republican  form  of  government 
in  the  world,  do  they  not  keep  a  standing 
army  in  America,  not  only  to  quell  their 
internal  disturbances,  but  also  to  prevent 
any  aggression  from  outside  ?  That  there 
is  any  danger  of  a  standing  army  in  a 
country  like  this,  where  the  people  are  the 
masters  of  the  rulers  for  the  time-being, 

I  in  no  way  fear.  The  peoi)le  at  the  polls 
themselves  will  settle  tliat  matter,  and  al¬ 
though  there  may  be  a  military  spirit  grow- 
ing  up  amongst  our  younger  men,  I  think 
that  it  is  a  volunteer  spirit,  and  not  a 
standing  army  spirit.  The  first  resolu¬ 
tion  clearly  points  out  that  we  ai'e  not  to 
interfere  with  territorial  riglits  ;  but  what 
I  want  to  be  clear  about  in  this  colony  of 
New  South  Wales  is  that  this  expression  i 

means  that  there  is  to  be  no  interference  I 

» 

with  our  Crown  lands.  I  know,  and  every  ^ 
member  of  the  Convention  knows  as  well 
as  I  do,  that  it  is  not  intended  that  the 
Crown  lands  of  any  one  of  the  colonies  shall 
be  interfered  with  by  the  federal  parliament; 
yet,  this  is  a  bogey  that  has  been  mised 
up  outside  to  frighten  the  people  of  this 
colony  into  opposition  to  the  proposed 
federation.  In  this  country — at  all  events 
outside  the  city,  the  people  are  most  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  settlement  of  our  Crown 
lands — the  occupation  and  the  acquisition 
of  them — and  nothing  in  this  world,  to  my 
mind,  could  more  prejudice  the  proposal 
for  federation  than  to  assert  that  our 
Crown  lands  are  to  be  taken  away  from 
us  and  given  to  those  colonies  which  have 
no  Crown  lands  at  all.  I  say  it  was  never 
intended  by  any  of  those  who  initiated 
this  Convention  that  such  a  state  of  things 
should  be  carried  out,  and,  speaking  on 
behalf  of  this  colony,  I  say  that  it  is  a 
state  of  things  that  would  not  be  tolerated 
for  one  moment.  I  Iiope  there  wdll  be  i 
no  misunderstanding  outside.  Our  Crown 
lands  are  to  be  our  own,  and  the  Cro^^^n 


Resolutions, 


303 


Federal  Constitution :  [12  March,  1891.] 


lands  of  the  other  colonies  will,  I  take  it, 
be  their  own.  What  surprised  me — talking 
of  Crown  lands — was  the  utterance  of  the 
lion,  member.  Sir  James  Lee-Steere,  that 
if  the  Government  of  Western  Australia 
hands  hercustoms  duties  over  to  the  federal 
government  then  she  would  not  have  any¬ 
thing  with  which  to  pay  her  debt  or  the 
interest  on  that  debt.  Now,  Western 
Australia  has  the  largest  territory  in  the 
whole  of  the  Australian  colonies,  and  I 
presume  that  Western  Australia  is  not 
going  to  allow  that  territory  to  remain 
as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  I  presume 
that  Western  Australia  expects  to  lease  or 
sell  that  land,  and  to  construct  her  public 
works  out  of  the  proceeds  of  it.  I  am  sure 
that  the  colonies  on  the  eastern  seaboard 
hoj^e  that  that  will  be  one  of  the  results 
of  the  responsible  government  which  has 
been  so  recently  granted  to  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia.  What  is  the  use  of  their  lands, 
what  is  the  use  of  their  trying  to  carry  out 
public  works,  if  they  cannot  at  the  same 
time  get  a  population  to  settle  upon  their 
lands  1  In  this  colony  we  have  a  public 
debt  of  about  j046, 000,000  ;  we  have  rail¬ 
ways  which  are  valued  at  .£45,000,000,  or 
nearly  XI 4,000,000  more  than  they  cost. 
Now,  people  tell  us,  “You  are  going  to  hand 
these  over  to  the  colonies  which  have  not 
got  railways.”  I  have  not  heard  any  colony 
make  any  such  proposal.  I  hope  that  when 
the  time  comes  the  main  trunk  line  will  be 
a  federal  railway,  and  that  the  rest  of  our 
railways  will  be  worked  by  the  colonies 
themselves.  I  should  like  to  see  the  colo¬ 
nies  brought  into  intercourse  w’ith  one 
another  by  one  line  of  railway  of  one 
uniform  gauge.  Let  it  be  a  federal  high¬ 
way  from  one  colony  to  another,  and,  if 
necessary,  supported  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  But  that  is  a  matter  with  which 
we  shall  have  to  deal  hereafter.  Now,  the 
borrowing  powers  of  Australia  must  under 
a  federal  government  be  wonderfully  im¬ 
proved  in  the  old  country.  We  have  had 


rather  sad  rebuffs  lately  ;  but  that  has 
been  a  warning  against  excessive  borrow¬ 
ing,  not  to  the  particular  colony  which  w^as 
rebuffed,  but  to  the  whole  of  the  Austra¬ 
lian  colonies.  In  this  colony  we  are  for¬ 
tunate  in  the  assets  that  we  hold.  We  have 
besides  our  i-ailways,  and  one  of  the  best  se¬ 
curities  in  the  Australian  colonies,  namely, 
£13,000,000  due  to  us  from  the  condi¬ 
tional  purchasers.  That  is  why  I  wish  to 
impress  on  the  conditional  purchasers — 
who  are  the  mainstay,  and  are  every  day 
becoming  more  and  more  the  mainstay,  of 
this  country — that  they  are  not  to  be  inter¬ 
fered  with  by  any  federal  government,  but 
will  be  able  to  work  out  their  own  course  in 
this  country.  These  men  would  be  alarmed 
if  they  thought  their  holdings  were  to  be 
regulated  by  laws  passed  by  people  in  Vic¬ 
toria  or  South  Australia,  who  knew  nothing 
of  the  conditions  of  land  in  this  country — 
they  would  be  alarmed  to  think  that  such 
a  state  of  things  would  exist ;  but  I  think 
that  they  will  be  perfectly  satisfied  when 
they  find  that  they  are  to  control  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  their  own  lands.  There 
are  many  matters  which  have  been  dealt 
with  to  which  I  will  not  now  refer  at  this 
late  stage.  When  we  get  into  Committee,  I 
hope  that  each  of  us  wdll  be  able  to  do  our 
duty  to  our  country,  and  in  doing  that 
duty  will  also  serve  the  interests  of  the 
colonies  which  we  represent,  and  will  be 
able  at  the  same  time  to  build  up  a  strong 
federal  government  which  will  command 
the  respect  of  the  world,  and  be  a  credit  to 
those  who  have  initiated  the  movement. 
My  present  impression  is  in  favour  of  the 
state  rights.  Of  giving  to  the  states  equal 
representation  and  equal  power  with  regard 
to  money  bills;  and  whatever  we  do  with  re¬ 
gard  to  money  bills  we  shall  have  to  make 
the  matter  so  clearthat  there  can  be  no  mis- 
undei'standing  hereafter.  Whether  we  de¬ 
termine  that  they  shall  not  have  the  power 
or  that  they  shall  have  the  power,  it  ought 
to  be  determined  in  such  clear  language 
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that  there  can  be  no  mistake  and  no  con¬ 
fusion.  I  can  well  understand  tliese  Vic¬ 
torian  gentlemen,  who  have  liad  to  fight 
their  Legislative  Council,  being  alarmed  at 
the  notion  of  a  second  chamber  having  any 
powers  in  these  matters ;  but  I  hope  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  build  up  in  this  country 
a  government  which,  as  I  said  before,  will 
be  a  lasting  blessing  to  the  people,  and  will 
realise  the  woixls  of  Wentworth — who  looks 
down  upon  us  this  evening  from  the  picture 
above — when  it  was  supposed  that  a  great 
inland  river  was  discovered  in  this  colony 
in  1817.  Mr.  Oxley,  the  Surveyor-Gene¬ 
ral,  reported  to  Governor  Macquarie  that 
a  great  inland  river  had  been  found  in  the 
colony,  and  Wentworth  writing  on  that 
occasion,  and  anticipating  the  results  from 
the  discovery  of  such  a  great  inland  river, 
said  : 

What  a  cheering  prospect  for  the  philan¬ 
thropist  to  behold  what  is  now  one  vast  and 
mournful  wilderness,  becoming  the  smiling  seat 
of  industry  and  the  social  arts  ;  to  see  its  hills 
and  dales  covered  with  bleating  flocks,  lowing 
herds,  and  weaving  corn  ;  to  hear  the  joyful 
notes  of  the  shepherd,  and  the  enlivening  cries 
of  the  husbandman ,  instead  of  the  appalling  yell 
of  the  savage,  and  the  plaintive  howl  of  the 
warrigal ;  and  to  witness  a  country,  which  nature 
seems  to  have  designed  as  her  masterpiece,  at 
length  fulfilling  the  gracious  intentions  of  its  all- 
bounteous  author,  by  administering  to  the  hap¬ 
piness  of  millions.  What  a  proud  sight  for  the 
Briton  to  view  his  country  pouring  forth  her 
teeming  millions  to  people  new  hives  ;  to  see  her 
forming  in  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  earth 
new  establishments  which  may,  hereafter,  rival 
her  old  ;  and  to  behold  thousands  who  perish 
roin  want,  within  her  immediate  limits,  pro¬ 
curing  an  easy  and  comfortable  subsistence  in 
those  which  arc  more  remote,  and  instead  of 
weakening  her  power  and  diminishing  her  re¬ 
sources,  effectually  contributing  to  the  augmen¬ 
tation  of  Imth,  and  forming  monuments  which 
may  descend  to  the  latest  posterity,  indestruc* 
tible  records  of  her  greatness  and  glory. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  every  member  of  the 
Convention  will  agree  with  me  when  I  ex¬ 
press  the  hope  that  the  result  of  our  work 
will  be  to  reali.se  the  hopes  of  that  great 
patriot,  William  Charles  Wentworth. 

\Mr,  Abbott, 


Mr.  SUTTOE:  An  old  proverb  says 
that  homely  youths  have  homely  wits.  I 
look  on  myself  jis  a  homely  youth,  and 
it  is  my  misfortune  never  in  my  life  to 
have  passed  the  boundaries  of  New  South 
Wales,  except  occasionally  to  visit  Vic¬ 
toria.  I  have  had  great  pleasure  in  making 
those  visits,  and  not  only  pleasure,  but  also 
a  good  deal  of  profit.  I  have  always 
found  the  Victorians  very  able  dealers,  and 
willing  to  meet  New  South  Wales  people 
in  a  cordial  spirit  as  long  as  they  could 
make  anything  out  of  them.  During  the 
time  this  debate  has  been  going  on  much 
diversity  of  opinion  has  been  apparent. 
Between  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Barton, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  hon.  member, 

Mr.  Deakin,  on  the  other,  I  sometimes 
think  it  almost  impossible  to  arrive  at  any 
satisfactory  conclusion.  One  of  those  gen¬ 
tlemen  seems  to  be  at  the  north  and  the 
other  at  the  south  pole  of  our  di.scussion. 

As  far  as  the  debate  has  gone,  it  has  been 
an  education  to  myself,  and  I  hope  the  end  \ 
of  it  will  be,  supposing  it  results  in  anything  I 
— and  I  trust  that  something  great  will  | 
result  from  it — but  putting  the  worst  con-  i 
struction  on  it,  this  gathering  will,  at  all 
events,  have  bound  the  whol e  of  the  colonies 
together  in  a  bond  of  unity  as  far  as  our 
statesmen  are  concerned.  Through  having 
been  brought  together  to  discuss  this  great 
question  now  we  .shall  understand  each 
other  better  in  the  future.  We  shall  feel 
it  our  duty  to  go  hand  in  hand  and  | 
shoulder  to  shoulder  into  the  great  future 
that  await.s  this  country ;  but  in  doing 
that  we  must  not  have  Mr.  Dibhs  going 
around  with  his  bomb-shells,  as  I  am  afraid 
they  may  have  an  effect  contrary  to  that 
which  we  hope  will  result  from  federation. 

I  should  like  to  have  dealt  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  guarantees  which  the  Victorian 
delegates  ask  for  ;  but  that  lias  been  well 
done  by  Mr.  Abbott,  who  wondered  why 
people  who  have  had  twenty- five  years  of 
protection,  having  had  duties  on  foreign 


Federal  Constitution  : 


FesohUiom. 


305 


[12  March,  1891.] 


products  of  10  per  cent.,  20  per  cent.,  then 
25  percent.,  and  ad  valorem  ix^ 

as  30  per  cent.,  should  require  any  guaran¬ 
tees.  It  appears  to  n)e,  when  we  con.sider 
what  has  been  done  in  Victoria,  that  those 
gentlemen  who  ask  for  guarantees  for  tliis 
kind  of  thing  to  be  continued  longer,  must 
have  begun  to  feel  the  evil  of  their  ways, 
and  are  inclined  to  cry  ‘^peccavi.*' 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  Don't  forget  that  Kew 
South  Wales  has  duties  equal  to  90  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  in  the  form  of  specific 
duties  ! 

Mr.  SUXrOR :  At  all  events  we,  free¬ 
traders  of  New  South  Wales,  do  not  ask 
for  any  guarantee.  AVe  are  content  to 
leave  matters  to  the  good  sense  and  justice 
of  the  whole  Australasian  colonies  whose 
representatives  are  met  togetlier  in  this 
Convention.  I  must  confess  tliat  my  bon. 
friend,  Sir  Thomas  Mclhvraitli,  rather 
alarmed  me,  and  I  venture  to  hope  that 
lus  prognostications  will  not  be  fulfilled. 
He  says : 

We  must  proceed  on  the  supposition  that  there 
will  be  free-trade  among  the  colonies,  and  pro¬ 
tection  against  the  world.  I  believe  the  opinion 
of  the  colonies  in  general  is  that  this  would  he  a 
good  national  Australasian  policy,  and  one  in 
which  I  thoroughly  believe. 

I  hope  not.  I  have  nothing  to  say  in  re¬ 
ference  to  the  first  one  or  two  of  the  reso¬ 
lutions  before  us,  because  I  believe  tliat 
the  Convention  will  deal  with  them  in 
Committee  in  a  spirit  that  will  be  just 
and  right  to  the  various  colonies.  I  should 
like  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the 
1st  and  2nd  paragraphs  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  resolutions.  There  is  to  be 

a  parliament,  to  consist  of  a  senate  and  a  house 
of  representatives,  the  former  consisting  of  an 
equal  numl)er  of  members  from  each  province, 
to  he  elected - 

In  this  colony  we  have  a  legislative  coun¬ 
cil  wliich  is  a  nominee  body,  and  I  believe, 
sir,  that  you  can  claim  to  have  nominated 
the  greater  number  of  the  gentlemen  now 
con.stituting  that  body,  and  no  one  can  say 
u 


that  you  liave  ever  misused  your  power  in 
making  nominations.  In  1886,  when  Mr. 
I  ley  don  moved  a  resolution  in  the  Assem¬ 
bly  asking  that  a  sum  of  money  should  be 
placed  on  tlie  estimates  for  the  payment 
of  members,  you,  Mr.  President,  made  a 
speech  in  w’hich,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  you 
very  properly  laid  dowm  what  is  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  our  Legislative  Council.  In 
regard  to  that  question  you  said  : 

We  are  not  the  Parliament  of  the  country. 
This  tiling  cannot  be  done  without  the  consent 
of  another  and  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  legis¬ 
lature.  ...  I  do  not  admit  any  such 
ground  of  distinction  as  tliat  between  the  two 
houses.  For  so  long  as  we  have  two  houses  of 
Parliament,  and  so  long  as  they  fonn  a  part  of 
the  legislature  of  tlie  country,  it  matters  not 
how  they  are  constituted — they  ought  to  he 
treated  alike ;  and  if  the  meml>er3  of  the  As¬ 
sembly  are  entitled  to  pajnnent,  the  members 
of  the  Council  are  equally  entitled  to  payment. 
I  have  cause  to  fear  that  the  reason  why  this 
motion  was  introduced  in  this  form  is  that  the 
sum  necessary  for  the  object  shall  be  placed  upon 
the  estimates  and  voted  in  the  ordinary'  way' 
and  emlxidied  in  the  Appropriation  Bill  so  as  to 
give  the  Council  no  choice  but  to  pass  the  Ap¬ 
propriation  Act  or  to  throw  it  out.  Xow,  I 
will  not  consent  to  any  such  attempt  as  that  to 
coerce  the  members  of  the  Council.  I  will  not 
consent  to  any  such  attempt  as  that  to  get  be¬ 
hind  the  spirit  of  the  law  of  the  Constitution. 
If  we  are  to  change  the  Constitution,  if  we  are 
to  pay  members  of  Parliament,  I  say  it  must  be 
embodied  in  a  bill — but  it  is  not  so  in  this  case 
— introduced  in  the  regular  way  ;  it  must  go  to 
the  other  House,  \)e  adopted  there,  and  that 
House  must  have  the  fullest  opportunity  of  con¬ 
sidering,  amending,  or  defeating  the  measure. 
And  there  is  no  other  means  by  which  it  can  be 
fairly  and  properly  done. 

What  I  deduce  from  that  is  that,  if  it  is 
thought  that  such  very  large  powers  as 
these  shall  be  exercised  by  a  nominee 
council  in  a  colony  like  this,  the  upper 
house  of  a  federal  parliament  ought  to 
have  similar  powers  vested  in  it.  When 
we  get  into  Committee,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  listen  to  arguments  in  a  difierent  direc¬ 
tion.  There  is  one  matter  which  I  ought 
to  mention,  and  that  is,  that  the  speech  to 
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which  I  have  referred  was  delivered  on 
the  1st  April.  Whether  that  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  tenor  of  the  speech  I  cannot 
say.  It  has  been  hinted  that  lay  members 
ought  not  to  discuss  the  question  of  the 
judiciary.  If  I  understand  that  speech  of 
yours,  sir,  and  the  policy  it  lays  down, 
these  colonies  will  be  under  a  governor- 
general.  I  suppose  the  governor-general 
would,  to  a  very  large  extent,  have  the 
power  of  the  Sovereign,  and  he  might  be 
authorised  to  act  as  he  is  advised  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  decisions  of  the  court  of  ap¬ 
peal.  The  only  diffidence  I  feel  in  the 
matter  is  as  to  whether  there  is  sufficient 
<^ood  material  in  the  colonies  to  establish 

o 

a  court  of  that  kind.  In  the  old  country 
where  a  court  of  that  sort  is  established  it 
is  composed  of  men  of  great  legal  attain¬ 
ment,  retired  judges,  all  the  chief  justice.s, 
and  other  high  legal  luminaries.  I  think 
we  ought  to  pause  l)efore  we  make  up  our 
minds  to  prevent  any  Australian  from  ap¬ 
pealing  to  that  which  has  always  been 
held  to  be  the  highest  court  in  the  empire. 
The  3rd  resolution  of  the  second  series 
has  reference  to  the  executive.  I  am  not 
quite  sure  that  it  is  necessary  to  insist  on 
the  retention  of  the  words  “  such  persons 
sitting  in  Parliament.”  The  practice,  as 
I  understand  the  theory  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  England,  is  that  the  Sovereign 
may  summon  to  his  councils  any  subject 
whatever.  Our  constitutional  practice,  of 
course,  is  very  much  against  that  ideal. 
For  of  late  years  it  has  been  considered 
absolutely  necessary  that  gentlemen  who 
have  been  elected  to  a  place  in  Parliament 
shall  be  the  only  ones  who  ought  to  form 
a  government.  If  we  make  it  imperative 
that  the  members  of  the  federal  executive 
shall  sit  in  Parliament,  I  think  one  thing 
will  have  to  be  done,  and  that  is,  to  abolish 
the  practice  of  compelling  the  members  of 
a  government  who  have  accepted  offices  of 
profit  under  the  Crown  to  go  back  to  their 
constituencies  for  re-election.  It  seems  to 
[Mr  Suitor, 


me  that  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
provision  that  they  must  sit  in  Parliament 
to  send  them  back  to  their  constituents  to 
be  I'e-elected.  I  have  no  more  to  say,  except 
to  express  a  sincere  hope  that  the  efforts 
of  the  Convention  may  be  for  the  great 
good  of  Australia,  and  that  we  shall  be 
able  before  'we  part  to  formulate  a  system 
which  shall  be  acceptable  to  the  whole  of 
the  Australian  colonies. 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  I  fully  recognise 
that  it  is  very  difficult  at  this  late  stage  of 
the  debate  for  any  delegate  to  speak  without 
using,  to  some  extent,  the  same  language 
as  previous  speakers  have  used.  The  path 
that  we  have  to  tread  upon  is  so  limited 
and  so  narrow,  as  far  as  the  resolutions- 
are  concerned,  that  it  is  really  a  difficult 
matter  for  late  speakers  in  the  debate  to 
avoid  taking  advantage,  as  it  were,  of  the 
speeches  of  previous  speakers.  I  believe 
there  is  a  general  desire  to  close  the  debate 
this  evening ;  and  on  that  account  I  shall 
speak  as  briefly  as  possible  in  the  hope  that 
I  may  not  preclude  others  from  speaking. 

I  understand  that  although  the  various  par¬ 
liaments  have  affirmed  the  principle  of  the 
federation  of  Australia,  their  delegates 
have  full  powers,  or  rather  they  should 
direct  all  their  thoughts  to  criticising  the 
proposals  that  may  be  submitted  to  us 
from  time  to  time.  It  is  not  at  all  likely 
that  we  have  come  from  our  respective 
colonies  with  ideas  and  resolutions  cut 
and  dried.  We  have  assembled  here  I  be¬ 
lieve  wdth  the  intention  of  receiving  infor¬ 
mation  from  each  other,  and  of  trying  to 
draw  up  a  constitution  on  such  grounds  as 
will  prove  acceptable  not  only  to  this  Con¬ 
vention  but  to  all  the  colonies.  When  we 
look  around  and  see  the  various  resources 
of  the  different  colonies,  and  their  various 
interests,  it  is  a  most  difficult  task  to 
frame  such  resolutions  as  will  meet  with 
the  approval  of  all,  and  not  interfere  with 
any  of  their  interests.  Were  I  to  confine 
myself  to  the  resolutions  on  the  business- 
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paper,  I  fear  that  there  would  not  be  a 
great  deal  more  for  me  to  say.  But  the 
lion,  member,  Mr.  Abbott,  who  spoke  only 
a  short  time  ago,  has  certainly  introduced 
new  matter  into  the  debate,  and,  therefore, 
I  think  I  shall  be  only  acting  fairly  in 
making  some  reference  to  the  new  subjects 
wJiich  he  discussed.  One  refers  to  the 
lands  of  the  colonies  and  the  other  to  the 
railways.  On  the  subject  of  the  lands  I 
am  thoroughly  in  accord  with  the  hon. 
member,  because  I  believe  it  would  be  an 
impossibility  for  the  federal  parliament  to 
draw  up  such  laws  as  would  be  suitable  to 
all  parts  of  Australia.  The  different  par¬ 
liaments,  of  course,  must  have  the  control 
of  the  public  lands,  because  a  local  parlia¬ 
ment,  understanding  the  resources  of  the 
colony,  the  requirements  of  the  people,  the 
soil  and  its  conditions,  will  be  far  more 
able  to  draw  up  fair  and  equitable  laws 
such  as  will  have  the  effect  of  settling 
people  on  the  land  than  could  possiVjly  be 
done  by  the  federal  parliament.  It  is  no 
doubt  also  one  of  the  state  rights  which 
will  occupy  a  most  prominent  part  perhaps 
in  future  discussions.  It  is  also  a  state 
right  which  the  people  of  the  respective 
colonies  will  take  great  care  to  preserve  in 
future,  and  prevent  from  being  infringed 
either  by  the  federal  parliament,  or  by  any 
of  its  neighbours.  The  question  of  the 
railways  is,  I  believe,  a  debatable  question. 
I  have  not  yet  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  the  wisest  course  for  each  colony 
to  retain  its  own  railways.  Of  course  I 
have  not  very  definitely  made  up  my  mind 
on  this  point,  nor  do  I  wish  in  any  way  to 
take  a  very  strong  view  of  the  situation. 
At  the  same  time,  it  has  been  clear  to  me 
for  a  long  while  that  a  system  of  competi¬ 
tion  has  existed  to  secure  trade  that  does 
not  legitimately  belong  to  a  colony,  and 
that  differential  rates  have  been  imposed 
on  the  railways  to  secure  trade  for  parti¬ 
cular  ports.  Tliis,  I  contend,  has  been  a 
wrong  coui-se  to  pursue  entirely.  It  has 


been  attended  with  this  result ;  that  while 
the  taxpayers  of  a  colony  have  had  to  meet 
the  losses  on  those  particular  railways,  the 
benefits  have  been  almost  entirely  for  the 
few  persons  interested  at  the  ports  or  the 
people  sending  from  the  other  end.  This 
system  should,  I  think,  be  remedied.  Under 
the  federal  system  weshouldhave  a  uniform 
rate,  and  the  goods  from  the  various  parts 
of  the  colonies  would  go  to  and  fro  as 
intended  geographically.  That,  I  main¬ 
tain,  is  the  proper  course  to  pursue.  Why 
should  people  residing  over  the  border 
of  another  colony  have  differential  rates 
made  in  their  favour  in  order  that  the 
trade  shall  be  brought  to  a  port  that  does 
not  belong  to  that  colony  ?  A  rebate  of 
as  much  as  25  per  cent,  has  been  allowed 
in  many  instances  to  my  knowledge,  and 
greater  i*ates  have  been  allowed  in  other 
places  than  those  immediately  in  my  mind 
at  the  present  moment.  This  system  has, 
I  know,  caused  a  great  deal  of  the  jealousy 
and  ill-feeling  which  exists  between  some 
colonie.s,  because  it  has  raised  the  feeling 
that  trade  which  properly  belongs  to  cer¬ 
tain  ports  has  been  filched  from  them  by 
levying  very  low  or,  what  may  be  called, 
differential  rates  on  the  railways.  I  know 
it  has  caused  much  heart-burning  in  the 
colonies  where  it  is  done,  because  the 
people  generally  do  not  feel  tliat  they  are 
being  fairly  treated  when  their  goods,  for 
only  half  the  distance,  are  charged  a  great 
deal  more  than  the  goods  of  pereons  living 
double  the  distance  away.  This  question, 
as  I  said  before,  is  very  debatable,  and 
will,  I  dare  say,  at  a  later  stage,  when  the 
whole  of  the  resolutions  have  been  dealt 
with  receive  very  full  consideration  indeed. 
I  know  tliat  there  are  very  great  difficulties 
to  be  met  in  dealing  with  the  question,  and 
I  merely  touch  upon  it  now  for  the  purpose 
of  directing  attention  to  it.  I  hope,  at  all 
events,  that  the  evil  will  be  remedied,  be¬ 
cause  we  do  not  w’ant  to  see  one  colony 
running  against  another  and  endeavouring 
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to  secure  trade  that  does  not  legitimately  be¬ 
long  to  it,  and  utilising  its  railways  for  that 
purpose.  There  may  be  certain  objections 
to  the  whole  of  the  railways  being  handed 
over  to  the  federal  government.  It  is  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  which  we  have  had  no  experience  up 
to  the  present  time.  It  cannot  obtain  in 
America,  because  there  no  railways  belong  to 
the  state  ;  the  whole  of  the  railways  in  tliat 
country  belong  to  private  companies.  Even 
there,  however,  it  has  been  found  necessary 
witliin  the  last  few  years  to  pass  an  inter¬ 
state  railways  act,  preventing  the  various 
companies  from  charging  difierential  rates 
which  might  operate  to  the  injury  of  particu¬ 
lar  states  through  which  the  railways  run. 
I  will  say  no  more  just  now  upon  that  point. 
Another  question,  which  is  said  to  have 
been  the  lion  in  the  path  —  although  I 
do  not  concur  in  that  view  —  relate  to 
the  form  of  government.  We  have  heard 
many  able  speeches  in  this  Convention,  and 
none,  I  think,  have  been  more  able  than  that 
delivered  by  Mr.  Gillies  yesterday,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  limitation  of  the  powers  of  the 
senate.  When  thehon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies, 
was  speaking,  my  mind  was  carried  back  to 
the  events  of  many  years  ago,  when  the 
hon.  member  had  an  experience  in  another 
country — I  will  not  call  it  a  state — wliich, 
I  believe,  has  led  him  to  form  the  views 
he  now  Iiolds  —  and  perhaps  those  of 
some  of  his  colleagues  in  the  Convention 
— as  to  the  unwisdom,  if  I  may  so  call  it — 
of  giving  to  the  senate  the  powei*s  contended 
for  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  with  whom,  I 
may  say  at  once,  that  I  heartily  concur. 
Nearlyall  theother  speakers — except  those 
from  Victoria — I  refer  now  to  members  of 
its  Legislative  Assembly — have  been  in 
favour  of  a  senate  with  almost  unlimited 
powers.  1  have  alway.s  held  the  opinion, 
Mr.  President,  that  where,  as  in  the  case 
of  Ameiica,  the  two  houses  have  co-ordi¬ 
nate  powers  in  otlier  respects,  it  is  a  per¬ 
fect  farce  to  restrict  the  power  of  the 
senate  in  dealing  with  money  bills.  If 
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both  houses  arc  elected  by  the  people, 
although  one  may  bo  elected  indirectly 
and  the  other  directly,  why  should  w'o  pro- 
hibit  the  senate  from  dealing  in  detail 
with  measures  wdiich,  all  must  admit,  are 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  an}"  country  ? 
If  you  take  away  from  the  senate  the 
power  of  dealing  with  the  finances,  you 
practically  emasculate  it.  I  do  not  wish 
to  see  a  senate  having  powers  such  as  are 
claimed  for  some  upper  houses  —  merely 
those  of  a  recording  oradvising  chamber.  I 
would  give  them  greater  powders  than  that, 
more  particularly  in  the  ca.se  of  a  federal 
government,  in  which  all  tlie  colonies  are 
not  equally  represented  in  the  lower  house. 
Take  the  position  of  two  of  tliese  colonies  re¬ 
turning  two-tliirds  of  the  total  number  of 
members  to  the  house  of  representatives. 
Is  it  to  be  expected  for  a  moment  that  the 
weaker  colonies  would  come  under  a  con¬ 
stitution  containing  such  a  provision? 
They  would  prefer  to  remain  in  their  pre¬ 
sent  position,  knowing  exactly  wdiat  their 
powers  w"ere,  instead  of  trusting  them  to 
people  who  might  exercise  them  to  their 
detriment.  If  you  give  to  the  senate  the 
powers  for  which  some  hon.  members  Lave 
most  ably  contended,  then  none  of  the 
colonies  w'ould  have  the  fear  which  would 
otherwise  exist  in  their  minds. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  The  tw"o  colonies  would 
have  to  bear  tw-o-tliirds  of  the  taxation  1 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  That  depends 
upon  wliat  the  taxation  would  be.  I  am 
not  now  considering  the  que.stion  of  the 
taxation  which  miglit  be  imposed.  I  could 
name  some  classes  of  taxation  wdiicli  would 
operate  i n  the  oth er  d irect ion.  But  th e  senate 
w’ould  be  quite  able  to  .see  if  any  injustice 
'were  being  done  to  any  particular  class 
or  colony  for  wdiicli  they  w'cre  legislating. 
Is  it  to  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that  all 
tlie  weaker  colonies  with  the  larger  colonies 
coming  between  them,  'would  always  work 
in  harmony  to  the  detriment  of  tlie  larger 
ones?  I  do  not  believe  for  a  moment  that 
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any  lion,  member  Jiokling  opinions  contrary 
to  my  own  would  for  a  moment  entertain 
the  idea  of  having  the  larger  colonies  more 
strongly  represented  and  permitting  of  a 
possible  abuse  of  power.  With  regard  to 
responsible  government,  it  has  been  said 
more  than  once,  and  by  very  able  men, 
that  it  is  now  on  its  trial.  It  has  not  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  extent  that  many  of  its 
framers  expected.  I  can  give  no  bettor 
instance  than  that  afforded  by  some  of  the 
governments  in  these  colonies.  How  un¬ 
certain  they  are  ;  how  unsafe  in  their  posi¬ 
tion.  Do  we  not  see  them  changing  time 
after  time!  Tlie  parliament  of  one  of  these 
colonies,  I  believe,  changed  its  ministry 
three  times  in  three  years — perhaps  more 
frequently  than  that. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Why  did  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber  compliment  Western  Australia  upon 
its  anxiety  to  obtain  responsible  govern¬ 
ment  ? 

Mr.  DONALDSON :  Because  I  con¬ 
sidered  that  form  of  government  was  a 
great  deal  better  than  that  then  existing 
in  the  colony.  I  should  like  to  go  a  step 
further,  and  to  place  that  colony  in  a  still 
more  favoured  position,  if  another  form 
which  commended  itself  to  me  could  be 
suggested.  The  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies, 
yesterday  said  there  must  be  reason  on 
both  sides,  and  that  but  for  the  existence 
of  that  reason  there  could  be  no  legislation 
at  all.  Immediately  after  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  made  that  statement  his  arguments 
tended  quite  in  the  other  direction.  The 
hon.  member  claimed  that  this  reason  miffht 
exist  on  the  part  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  ;  but  he  was  dead  against  its 
existence  in  the  senate.  I  followed  the 
hon.  member’s  arguments  very  closely,  and 
I  consider  that  upon  this  point  he  was,  at 
all  events,  inconsistent.  I  should  like  to 
make  further  reference  to  some  portions 
of  the  speech  he  delivered  yesterday — a 
speech  which  I  admit  was  a  very  able  one, 
although  it  contained  a  great  deal  of  mat¬ 


ter  with  which  I  do  not  agree.  Indeed, 
I  doubt  whether  the  hon.  member  agreed 
with  it  himself.  I  believe  I  should  be  the 
last  man  in  this  chamber  to  say  anything 
offensive  to  a  fellow-member,  and  as  the 
words  I  have  just  used  appear  somewhat 
strong,  I  beg  to  withdraw  them.  The 
views  the  lion,  member  expressed  yester¬ 
day  were,  at  all  events,  inconsistent  with 
a  great  many  of  the  views  to  which  he 
has  given  expression  during  his  public 
career.  I  know  a  great  deal  of  his  opinions, 
and  no  one  could  have  been  more  con¬ 
sistent  than  the  hon.  member  has  been. 
In  fact  his  consistency  has  led  him  to 
change  his  constituency  more  than  once. 
But  he  has  ably  and  firmly  held  to  his 
opinions,  and  they  have  not  been  altogether 
in  accord  with  the  opinions  to  which  he 
gave  utterance  yesterday.  Another  re¬ 
presentative  of  Victoria  asked  for  guar¬ 
antees  as  to  the  tariff.  He  desired  that 
some  guamntoe  should  be  given  that  the 
federal  parliament  should  not  be  able  to 
deal  with  any  alterations  of  the  tariff 
for  a  given  number  of  years,  and,  further, 
that  if  any  reductions  were  made  in  the 
duties  they  should  be  gradual.  I  was 
rather  surprised  to  hear  a  request  of  that 
nature  coming  from  Victoria,  If  any 
such  claim  had  been  made  at  all,  I  think 
it  should  have  come  from  South  Australia 
or  Queensland. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  It  is  coming  from  Queens¬ 
land  yet ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  No,  I  think  not ; 
although  I  have  objections  to  the  tariff, 
which  I  may  presently  point  out.  The 
hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  stated  this 
morning  that  the  total  customs  duties  col¬ 
lected  in  the  Australian  colonies  amounted 
to  something  over  j£8,000,000  per  annum. 
We  must  take  into  consideration  also  the 
large  amount — w’e  have  no  reliable  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  wdiat  it  really  is, but  it  is  probably 
£500,000 — which  is  collected  upon  goods 
passing  overland  from  one  colony  to  the 
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other.  If  this  were  taken  away  we  should 
have  to  increase  the  duties  on  goods  imported 
from  other  countries  to  make  up  the  usual 
amount  of  revenue  from  that  source.  What 
further  guarantee  can  iSIr.  Deakin  re¬ 
quire]  We  cannot  do  with  less  customs 
duties  than  the  amount  stated  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  McMillan,  this  morning,  and 
wel^elieve  that  they  will  probably  have  to  be 
increased,  particularly  if  the  statement  of 
Mr.  McMillan  be  correct,  that  we  shall  re¬ 
quire  to  spend  something  over  £2,000,000 
upon  the  management  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  I  am  sorry  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
did  not  give  full  information  as  to  the  way 
in  which  he  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
such  an  amount  would  be  required.  How¬ 
ever,  I  will  assume  that  his  statement  is 
correct,  and  that  the  federal  expenditure 
will  amount  to  £2,000,000.  Therefore, 
a  considerable  amount  wdll  have  to  be 
made  up  by  each  of  the  colonies,  because 
none  of  them  at  the  present  time  have  a 
surplus.  It  is  evident  that  the  extra 
amount  required  will  have  to  be  made  up 
from  extm  customs  duties. 

Sir  Saatuel  Griffith  :  Some  expenses 
will  be  saved  to  the  different  colonies  ! 

Mr.  DONALDS02I :  I^o  doubt  that 
will  be  the  case,  but  it  will  not  amount  to 
much. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  There  will  be  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  debt  incurred  for  defence  1 
Mr.  DONALDSON :  If  time  permitted, 
I  w’ould  go  into  the  question  of  the  inter¬ 
est  on  the  public  debt ;  but  assuming  that 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  was  right, 
it  is  clear  that  a  very  large  extra  sum  will 
have  to  be  made  up  by  means  of  taxation 
through  the  customs.  When  that  is  added 
to  the  amount  already  received  from  cus¬ 
toms,  that  will  mean  a  very  large  measure 
of  protection  to  the  whole  of  Australia. 
The  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  said  later 
on,  that  the  people  of  Victoria  were  not 
afraid,  that  they  were  quite  willing  to 
enter  into  any  competition.  Competition 
[d/r.  Donaldson. 


with  whom  1  Competition  with  other  colo¬ 
nies  which  have  not  had  time  to  establish 
their  industries.  For  twenty-five  years 
manufactures  have  been  established  in  Vic¬ 
toria,  and  they  no\v  produce  to  such  an 
extent  that  they  wish  to  have  the  other 
ports  of  Australia  thrown  open  to  them. 
By  that  means  they  Avould  have  a  very 
large  field  for  their  manufactures,  and  they 
certainly  w^ould  have  almost  a  monopoly 
over  some  portions  of  Australia,  where 
local  manufacturers  could  not  compete 
against  them.  We  know  that  large  manu¬ 
facturing  establishments  are  able  to  pro¬ 
duce  at  a  much  lower  price  than  are  small 
manufacturers.  For  that  reason,  what 
hope  would  there  be  for  the  manufac¬ 
turers  of  Queensland  in  competing  against 
those  of  Victoria  ?  Not  the  slightest. 
In  fact,  Victoria  or  New  South  Wales,  as 
the  case  may  be,  wdth  their  great  popula¬ 
tions  and  great  demand  for  manufactured 
goods,  would  be  able  to  maintain  the  in¬ 
dustries  already  established,  and  to  ex¬ 
tend  them,  certainly  to  the  detriment 
of  the  other  colonies.  Whilst  I  am  as 
anxious  as  any  man  can  possibly  be  to 
have  the  Australian  colonies  federated,  it 
must  be  done  on  such  a  basis  that  at  all 
events  justice  will  be  done  to  all.  If 
Queensland  or  South  Australia  lose  through 
this  system,  they  must  have  some  quid  pro 
quo.  What  that  is  to  be  is  not  for  me  to 
say  at  pre.sent,  but  it  will  have  to  be  de¬ 
termined  during  the  sittings  of  this  Con¬ 
vention.  We  shall  have  to  consider  what 
concessions  can  be  given  to  compemsate  for 
the  losses  w^hich  will  be  incurred.  I  do 
not  speak  for  the  manufacturers  of  Queens¬ 
land  alone.  I  am  sure  that  the  merchants 
will  also  be  subjected  to  very  great  com¬ 
petition  if  we  establish  intercolonial  free- 
trade.  The  farmers  will  be  subjected 
to  the  greatest  amount  of  competition. 
The  coal-miners  of  Queensland^w'ill  also 
sulTer  severely.  These  people  have  not 
to  fear  the  competition  of  other  parts  of 
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the  world.  The  competition  they  have  to 
fear  is  purely  intercolonial.  I  can  quite 
understand  that  when  tlie  question  of  a 
federal  constitution  is  submitted  to  people 
whose  interests  are  afiected  in  this  way, 
they  will  look  cautiously  at  the  matter 
and  say,  What  are  we  going  to  receive,” 
just  as  the  man  in  tlie  play  says,  ‘‘  Where 
<lo  I  come  in  V  Then,  again,  with  regard 
to  the  collection  of  these  duties.  We  will 
assume  that  the  amount  received  at  pre¬ 
sent  is  £8,000,000.  £2,000,000  would 

have  to  be  deducted  for  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  balance  of  £6,000,000 
would  have  to  be  distributed  amongst  the 
various  colonies.  Of  course  the  collections 
are  not  made  per  head  of  population. 
They  are  made  upon  the  consumption  of 
the  goods  coming  to  various  ports.  But 
when  it  comes  to  the  distribution  of  the 
money,  how  can  that  be  done  ?  In  my 
humble  opinion  there  is  no  practicable  way 
out  of  the  difficulty  except  to  distribute 
the  money  per  head  of  population. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON :  Now,  even  with  the 
high  duties  paid  in  Victoria  at  the  present 
time,  Victoria  does  not  contribute  taxa¬ 
tion  within  £l  per  head  of  the  amount  of 
taxation  paid  in  Queensland. 

Mr.  Munro  :  We  pay  more  than  £3  per 
head  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  The  amount  con¬ 
tributed  by  Queensland  is  nearly  £4  10s. 
per  head.  The  exact  figures  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — Victoria,  £3  7s.  lid.  per  head; 
Queensland,  £  I  7s.  4d.  per  head;  while 
Western  Australia  pays  £4  10s.  6d.  per 
head.  New  South  Wales  pays  the  lowest 
amount  per  head,  that  is  £2  8s.  6d.  ;  but 
she  derives  a  very  large  amount  of  revenue 
from  land  sales. 

Mr.  Munro  :  According  to  these  figures 
Queensland  has  more  protection  than  Vic¬ 
toria  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  Victoria  has  ex¬ 
tensive  manufactures  of  her  own  which  sup¬ 


ply  the  local  market,  and  consequently  there 
is  not  so  much  revenue  derived  through  the 
customs  as  in  the  other  colonies  where  so 
much  manufacturing  is  not  carried  on. 

Mr.  Fysii  :  Raw  material  also  comes  in 
free  in  Victoria  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  Certainly  that  is 
the  case,  and  consequently  a  large  amount 
of  revenue  is  not  derived  from  the  customs. 

Mr.  Munro  :  But  all  that  would  be 
altered  by  the  federal  tariff  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  We  shall  have  to 
alter  a  great  deal.  I  may  say  that  the 
figures  which  I  have  quoted  represent  the 
revenue  derived  from  taxation,  and  not 
from  customs  duties  only.  If  I  could  give 
the  figures  separately,  it  would  put  Victoria 
in  a  still  more  unfavourable  position  in  the 
argument,  because  there  is  a  large  amount 
of  direct  taxation  received  there  which  does 
not  appear  separately  in  the  return  from 
which  I  am  quoting.  Then  there  is  also 
the  amount  derived  from  the  land-tax. 

Mr.  Munro  :  That  only  amounts  to 

£130,000  1 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  The  taxation  per 
head  received  in  South  Au.stralia  amounts 
to  £2  4s.  3d. ;  in  Tasmania,  £2  16s.  lOd. ; 
in  New  Zealand,  £3  8s.  I  venture  to  say 
that  Queensland  and  Western  Australia 
contribute  a  great  deal  more  per  head  to 
customs  revenue  than  any  other  colony, 
because  they  have  a  larger  number  of  men 
in  those  colonies  in  proportion  to  women 
and  children  than  in  the  older  colonies  ; 
and  when  the  distribution  takes  place 
under  the  federal  government  it  will  have 
to  be  based  upon  the  total  population  of 
the  colonies.  Now,  under  such  a  system 
as  that,  Victoria  would  only  contribute  to 
the  general  fund  £2  per  head,  and  it  would 
receiv^e,  when  the  funds  were  distributed, 
£3  per  head,  whereas  Queensland,  wffiich 
would  contribute  £4  10s.  per  head,  would 
only  receive  back  £3  per  head.  I  only 
give  these  as  supposititious  figures  ;  but 
still,  I  am  sure  that  the  principle  of 
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distribution  would  not  act  fairly.  I  agree 
with  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  that 
committees  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Convention  to  go  into  these  various  ques¬ 
tions,  so  that  we  might  bo  able  to  obtain 
exacb  information.  I  did  hope  that  some 
such  information  would  be  placed  before 
the  Convention.  While  Mr.  Coghlan  has 
placed  before  us  a  very  able  report ;  it  is 
only  brought  up  to  1889.  I  should  have 
liked  to  see  the  figui'es  brought  up  to  the 
30th  June  last,  and  that  information  could 
certainly  have  been  obtained  in  some  of 
the  colonies.  In  collecting  the  customs 
duties,  and  in  distributing  the  unexpended 
portion,  there  would  be  no  control  on  the 
part  of  the  local  parliaments.  It  is  an 
unknown  amount  that  would  be  given 
back  to  them,  and  then  all  the  colonies 
will  have  to  impose  additional  taxation  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  restore  their  bal¬ 
ances.  Of  course  I  do  not  raise  this  question 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  an  insuperable 
barrier  in  the  way  of  federation.  I  merely 
bring  it  forward  for  tlie  purpose  of  discus¬ 
sion, so  that  difficultieswhicharealwaysmet 
with  in  amatter  of  this  kind  maybe  removed. 
I  am  sure  that  reasonable  men  wdll  be  able 
to  get  round  such  difficulties  as  these,  and 
to  get  round  them  with  moderation.  I  £nd 
that  I  have  gone  far  beyond  the  limits 
I  expected  when  I  rose  to  speak ;  but  I 
can  assure  the  Convention  that  I  yield  to 
no  man  in  a  desire  as  an  Australian  to  see 
these  colonies  brought  into  one  great  har¬ 
monious  whole,  to  see  created  an  Austra¬ 
lian  national  spirit.  I  am  sure  we  can 
accomplish  this.  We  only  want  to  pull 
together,  and  try  to  forget  any  little  sel¬ 
fish  interests  that  may  lie  behind  our  views ; 
and  if  we  do  this  I  am  confident  we  shall 
be  able  to  accomplish  that  Avhich  I  am  sure 
'sve  all  desire— the  federation  of  Australia, 
The  President:  I  understand  that 
no  other  delegate  intends  to  address  the 
Convention.  If  any  gentleman  has  such 
an  intention  it  will  be  convenient  in  fur- 
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thering  the  gooil  order  of  business  to  make 
that  intimation  at  once.  If  it  is  not  made 
I  shall  conclude  that  there  is  no  such  in- 
tention.  In  that  case  I  would  suggest 
this  course  of  procedure  from  this  point. 

I  purpose  myself  treating  these  resolu¬ 
tions,  as  nearly  as  I  can,  in  the  same 
manner  as  Ishould  treat  the  second  reading 
of  a  bill ;  and  I  think  I  shall  conform 
to  the  spirit  of  parliamentary  usage  by 
taking  that  course.  I  therefore,  having 
submitted  them,  will  reply,  assuming  that 
that  privilege  is  granted  to  me,  and  then 
move  that  the  Convention  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  to  consider  the  resolu¬ 
tions  in  detail.  I  think  that  will  fulfil  my 
intimations  \vhen  I  submitted  them,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  found  the  most  convenient 
course,  and  the  one  in  spirit  most  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  parliamentary  usage.  Un¬ 
derstanding  that  that  course  is  assented  to,  ! 
I  'would  now  ask  some  hon.  member  who  ' 
does  not  intend  to  speak  to  move  the  ad-  j 
journment  of  the  debate,  in  order  to  give 
'way  to  my  reply  in  the  morning  ;  I  can  j 
hardly  suppose  that  hon.  gentlemen  'wmld 
expect  me  to  reply  now.  If  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  debate  is  carried,  I  shall,  to-  j 
morrow  morning,  ask  the  Vice-President, 

Sir  Samuel  Grififith,  to  take  the  chair,  and 
from  my  place  on  the  floor  I  shall  offer  ; 
such  remarks  as  I  deem  necessary. 

^Motion  (by  Mr.  Macdonald-Paterson)  ' 
agreed  to  : 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned  until  to-  . 
morrow.  | 

Convention  adjourned  at  4'56p.m. 


FRIDAY,  13  MARCH,  1801. 

Cliairman  of  Committees— Address— Federal  Constitution 
(eiffhth  day’s  debate). 


The  Vice-President  took  the  chaii- at 
11  a.m. 
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CHAIRMAN  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MUNllO  :  In  order  to  facilitate 
business,  1  desire  the  consent  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  to  move,  without  notice  : 

That  Joseph  Palmer  Abbott,  Esquire,  M.P., 
he  appointed  Chairman  of  Coinniittees. 

Motion,  with  concurrence,  put  and  agreed 
to. 

ADDRESS. 

Tlie  Vice-President:  The  President 
has  received  a  telegram  from  the  United 
Benefit  Friendly  Societies  Council,  Broken 
Hill,  wliicli  the  secretary  will  read. 

Telegram  read  by  the  secretary,  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

Broken  Hill. 

To  the  President  of  the  Federal  Convention. 

Accept  congratulations  of  United  Benefit 
Friendly  Societies  Council  on  federation  move¬ 
ment. 

Jno.  Pedler,  President. 

FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION. 

EICillTII  day’s  debate. 

Debate  resumed  on  resolutions  proposed 
by  Sir  Henry  Parkes  (^vide  page  23). 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES,  in  reply  :  In 
my  first  words,  if  I  may  venture  without 
offending  the  sense  of  self-respect,  I  would 
offer  my  most  unqualified  congratulations 
to  the  distinguished  men,  some  of  whom 
have  come  from  so  great  a  distance  to  at¬ 
tend  this  Convention.  I  think  I  may  fairly 
congratulate  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  close 
adherence  to  purpose,  the  lucid  state¬ 
ment,  the  absence  of  all  collateml  issues, 
and  the  sense  of  public  duty  which  have 
characterised  the  speeches  in  this  debate 
up  to  the  present  time.  If  there  is  any 
exception  to  that  high  rule  of  debate  I 
know  that  what  I  have  to  say  this  morn¬ 
ing  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I 
shall  brush  it  away  as  I  would  a  cobweb 
or  any  other  offensive  substance  which  ob¬ 
scured  the  light.  We  are  not  assembled 
here  to  bandy  words  about  the  site  of  the 
federal  city ;  we  are  not  here  to  pre¬ 
scribe  a  federal  tariff ;  and  we  might  just 


as  well  speak  of  determining  the  organisa¬ 
tion  of  the  federal  army  or  of  fixing  its 
headquarters.  We  are  here  for  one  single 
object,  which  has  been  defined  at  every 
stage  throughout  our  proceeding.s,  and  that 
object  is  to  lend  our  assistance  one  to 
another,  as  best  we  may,  to  frame  a  scheme 
for  the  constitution  of  a  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  I  think  that  is  the  only  object  to 
which  w’e  can  properly  give  our  attention, 
and  it  gratifies  me  beyond  measure  that 
there  has  been  such  a  consistent  adherence 
to  the  consideration  of  it.  I  think  the  seven 
delegates  from  the  youngest  colony  deserve 
our  special  attention.  They  have  travelled 
a  journey  which  would  have  deterred  most 
persons  from  entering  upon  it  even  a  score 
of  years  ago,  and  they  came  here  at  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  assist  us.  I  also 
think  that  the  prime  minister  of  that  young 
colony,  the  Hon.  John  Forrest,  deserves  our 
special  congratulations  on  the  frank,  manly 
speech  he  made  to  us,  and  the  broad  spirit 
of  sympathy  with  our  object  which  in¬ 
spired  that  speech ;  and,  I  think,  if  I 
might  go  on  without  making  some  invi¬ 
dious  distinction,  that  there  are  several 
other  hon.  gentlemen  who  specially  have 
contributed  valuable  assistance  to  us  in  the 
debate  which  has  taken  place,  a  debate  I 
venture  to  say  which  in  its  lofty  character 
and  its  fruitful  contribution  to  the  end  we 
have  in  view,  must  be  gratifying  as  well 
as  satisfying  to  every  mind  amongst  us. 
Now,  I  am  not  going  to  travel  far  in  a 
direction  such  as  that  I  have  ventured 
upon  ;  but  I  will  endeavour  to  deal  with 
the  object  we  have  in  view,  in  the  light  of 
the  very  instructive  debate  which  we  have 
so  far  had  upon  the  subject.  I  was  very 
sorry  to  hear  one  or  two  of  the  Western 
Australian  delegates  express  a  kind  of  re¬ 
served  intention  that  their  colony  might  not 
enter  into  this  federation.  I  think  some¬ 
thing  might  be  said  for  the  sacrifices  that 
must  be  made  by  the  larger  colonies  as  well 
as  by  the  smaller ;  and  I  think  it  is  right. 
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after  wliat  has  been  advanced  on  the  part 
of  others,  that  I  should  endeavour,  in  the 
fewest  possible  words,  to  state  my  view 
of  the  position  which  the  colony  of  New 
South  Wales  occupies  in  this  Convention, 
and  in  the  prospect  of  the  work  wdiich  w^e 
are  anxious  to  join  in  consummating.  If 
by  any  chance,  and  I  do  not  disguise  from 
myself  that  there  is  that  chance,  the  dis¬ 
aster  should  fall  upon  us  of  coming  to  no 
agreement,  I,  for  one,  feel  that  New 
South  Wales  can  afford  to  stand  alone  as 
\vell  as  any  colony  of  the  group.  Our  posi¬ 
tion  is  this  :  At  the  close  of  last  year  w^e 
had  a  population  of  1,170,000  souls,  and, 
what  is  of  much  more  importance,  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  that  population  were  of  that  char¬ 
acter  that  our  progressive  increase  is  assured 
against  that  of  any  of  the  other  colonies. 
For  example,  the  percentage  of  our  in¬ 
crease  during  the  last  twenty  years  was 
30*15,  as  against  the  next  highest,  that  of 
Victoria,  22*61.  We  then  have  a  popula¬ 
tion  which  has  proved  itself  full  of  re¬ 
source,  and  which  has  the  element  of  in¬ 
crease  in  a  higher  degree  than  that  of  any 
population  of  any  other  colony  of  this 
group.  Last  year  we  had  a  revenue  of 
-£9,063,397.  In  point  of  private  wealth, 
probably  the  most  subtle  and  the  most  con¬ 
vincing  test  of  all  of  a  nation's  happiness,  w’e 
stood  ahead  of  all  the  colonies,  and  ahead 
of  the  civilised  world.  What  I  mean,  .so 
that  there  shall  be  no  mistake,  is  that  if 
the  private  wealth,  which  is  considerably 
over  £400,000,000,  w*ere  distributed  over 
every  unit  of  the  population,  it  would  give 
us,  if  every  person,  including  the  person 
w*ho  has  not  £5  or  5s.,  had  an  equal  di.s- 
tributioii  of  this  w'ealth,  a  higher  degree 
of  private  wealth  than  that  possessed 
by  any  other  Australian  colony,  and  a 
much  higlier  degree  of  private  w*ealth 
for  the  units  of  the  population  than  that 
possessed  by  any  nation  in  the  wide  world. 
Our  private  wealth  would  give  to  each  in¬ 
habitant  the  sum  of  £366.  Now,  the 
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next  colony — that  of  Victoria — does  not 
nearly  approach  that  sum.  If  we  go  to 
the  great  nations  of  the  world — and  I  will 
take  three  of  them — the  private  wealth  of 
the  United  Kingdom  only  gives  £249  per 
inhabitant ;  the  private  wealth  of  France 
only  gives  £218  for  every  inhabitant; 
the  private  wealth  of  the  United  States 
only  gives  £240  for  every  inhabitant 
Then  we  have  still  unalienated,  and  not 
even  in  the  process  of  alienation,  land 
amounting  to  152,282,034  acres,  and  with 
that  boundless  wealth,  which  I  state  is 
the  result  of  our  civilised  society,  we  have 
our  vast  mineral  wealth,  combining  illimit¬ 
able  coal-mines,  and  illimitable  mines  of 
iron,  and  we  have  our  other  great  re¬ 
sources,  which  I  have  not  time  to  dwell 
upon,  and,  to  crown  all,  we  have  only  the 
responsibility  of  700  miles  of  coast  out  of 
8,500  miles.  So  that,  if  we  do  not  come 
to  any  agreement,  and  we  have  each  to 
pursue  the  path  of  separate  nationhood,  we 
have  no  fear  of  holding  our  own.  I  think 
it  is  quite  right  that  I  should  state  this 
much  as  to  the  position  of  New  South  Wales, 
because  circumstances  may  arise  which  will 
render  it  impossible  for  New  South  Wales 
to  enter  into  this  federation.  I,  for  one, 
as  I  have  testi6ed,  am  full  of  zeal  for  this 
federation ;  but  I  must  remember  that 
there  are  sacrifices  which,  if  they  cannot 
be  made  by  a  small  population,  certainly 
cannot  be  made  by  a  large  population. 
We  cannot  consent  to  be  tied  or  linked 
inseparably  to  any  body  of  states  wliich 
manifest  a  selfish  desire  not  to  deal  in  an 
equitable  and  just  spirit  with  the  whole 
federation.  Having  said  this  much,  and 
said  it,  I  hope,  in  no  mincing  terms,  I  trust 
I  shall  not  be  misunderstood  as  lacking  in 
any  degree  in  zeal  to  bring  about  this 
federation  ;  but,  for  it  to  be  entered  upon 
— and  it  cannot  be  entered  upon  except 
with  the  free  con.sent  of  the  free  people  of 
these  colonies — for  it  to  be  entered  upon 
with  any  prospect  of  succes.s,  the  people  of 
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tlie  large  colonies  as  well  as  the  small  must 
be  secured  in  their  inalienable  rights. 
Now,  I  am  tempted,  at  the  risk  of  possibly 
being  accused  of  performing  an  unnecessary 
task,  to  ask  what  really  is  government  ? 
Government,  I  apprehend,  on  any  just, 
honest,  not  to  say  any  j)hilo8ophical  basis, 
is  a  contrivance  which  is  found  necessary 
in  a  community  of  men  to  protect  their 
rights,  and  property,  and  their  liberty,  to 
enforce  their  laws,  and  to  repress  crime  ; 
and  whatever  form  this  government  as¬ 
sumes,  the  true  principle  is  to  call  upon 
the  people  for  whom  this  government  is 
necessary,  in  the  form  of  taxation,  for  just 
such  sacrifices  as  may  be  necessary  to  sup¬ 
port  it.  I  am  one  of  those  who  hold  it  to 
be  a  fundamental  wrong  to  impose  bur¬ 
dens  upon  a  free  people  for  any  purpose 
whatever  than  the  purpose  of  sustaining 
necessary  institutions  under  a  settled  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  in  that  case  the  taxes 
should  be  raised  in  the  manner  most  con¬ 
sistent  with  liberty,  the  manner  which 
will  least  interfere  with  the  free  actions  of 
the  citizens,  and  the  manner  which  will 
be  least  oppressive  as  a  pecuniary  bur¬ 
den.  Now,  in  these  colonies  we  have,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  the  institutions 
of  government  as  perfect  as  in  any  part 
of  the  world.  I  do  not  admit  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  England  is  more  perfect  than 
ours,  or  that  it  works  more  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  people.  I  certainly  do  not  ad¬ 
mit  that  the  government  of  the  American 
states  is  more  perfect  than  ours,  or  that 
it  works  more  to  the  advantage  of  the 
people  of  that  great  commonwealth  ;  and, 
certainly,  I  cannot  admit  that  the  govern-  * 
raent  of  any  European  state  is  more  per¬ 
fect  than  ours.  If,  then,  we  wanted  merely 
government,  we  have  it  in  a  form  correspond¬ 
ing  with  that  with  which  w’e  have  grown  up 
from  the  cradle,  which  wo  have  learnt  to 
venerate,  and  which  has  worked  efficiently 
and  well  for  the  good  of  every  section  of  our 
population.  Why,  then,  it  may  be  asked  by 


some,  but  not  by  many,  I  should  think,  do 
we  seek  to  create  another  government  1  I 
shall  endeavour  in  a  few  words  to  answer 
the  question  I  put.  We  seek  to  create 
another  government,  because  we  have  ar¬ 
rived  at  a  time  when  we  have  found  by 
many  telling  circumstances  that  these  sepa¬ 
rate  governments,  however  efficient  and 
satisfactory  they  may  be  in  working  out  the 
internal  affairs  of  the  respective  colonies, 
are  not  adequate  for  the  larger  duties  which 
now  devolve  upon  us  as  an  Australian 
people.  I  will  endeavour  to  point  out  how 
it  is  that  these  governments  cannot  work 
out  the  destiny  of  Australia  from  the  point 
at  which  she  has  arrived  by  her  own  enter¬ 
prise,  her  own  foresight,  her  own  industry, 
and  her  own  never-failing  energies.  There 
are  a  number  of  things  which  no  one  of  the 
separate  governments  can  by  any  possi¬ 
bility  do,  and  those  things  are  amongst 
the  highest  objects  of  government.  The 
separate  governments  cannot  by  any  pos¬ 
sibility  efficiently  conduct  the  defence  of 
these  Australian  colonies.  It  is  no  use 
for  me  to  attempt  to  argue  this  subject, 
because  I  apprehend  that  gentlemen  around 
me  w'ill  readily  admit  it.  The  ground 
has  been  gone  over  frequently.  It  has 
been  gone  over  by  men  possessing  an  inti¬ 
mate  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  a  veiy 
forcible  and  lucid  power  in  explaining  that 
knowledge  ;  but  I  may  be  pardoned  the 
assertion  that  it  is  simply  impossible  for 
the  defence  of  these  colonies  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  future  on  any  other  than  a 
federal  basis.  This  brings  me  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  forces  for  the  military  de¬ 
fence  of  this  country  are  necessary.  These 
who  have  watched  my  course  in  public  life 
must  know,  everybody  must  know,  that  I 
am  one  of  those  who  think  that  no  single 
unit  of  the  human  family  should  be  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  soldier  unless  it  is  necessary  so 
to  employ  him,  especially  in  a  new  country, 
where  nature  has  to  be  subjugated,  where 
the  path  of  industry  lies  open  on  every 

Eighth  day* 


316 


llesolatione. 


Federal  Constitution :  [13  March,  1891.] 


hand,  inviting  every  able-bodied  man;  the 
■worst  usewecan  inakeof  a  man  is  to  employ 
himas  a  soldier;  and  anybody  who  supposes 
that  I  liave  held  any  other  doctrine  at  any 
period  of  my  life  must  be  woefully  mistaken. 
At  the  time  of  the  Crimean  war  I  was 
amongst  the  very  first  men  in  all  Austra¬ 
lia  who  hailed  the  volunteer  movement,  I 
was  amongst  the  very  first  who  expressed 
accord  with  it.  It  is  more  than  thirty 
years— I  think  fully  thirty-four  years— 
since  I  carried  in  the  legislature  of  this 
country  a  series  of  resolutions  in  favour  of 
the  country  being  defended  by  her  own 
sons,  and  now  I  hold  those  views  as  I  did 
in  my  youth.  But  I  Lave  learnt  that  it 
is  a  delusion  and  a  dream  to  suppose  that 
because  this  queen  land  of  Australia  lies 
surrounded  by  peaceful  seas  we  are  not 
likely  to  suffer  aggression.  I  do  not  need 
history  to  teach  me,  a  fair  knowledge  of 
human  nature  teaches  me,  that  at  a  time 
of  war  there  will  be  plenty  of  wolves  to  find 
out  that  some  lamb  or  other  has  muddled 
the  stream — plenty  of  pei*sons  to  pick  a 
quarrel  with  the  most  inoffensive  of  states. 
Beyond  all  that,  I  do  not  think  that  we 
are  ever  likely  to  suffer  from  any  of  the 
forms  of  warfare  such  as  have  been  known 
to  our  forefathers.  But  I  think  it  is  more 
than  likely,  more  than  probable,  that  forms 
of  aggression  will  appear  in  these  seas 
which  are  entirely  new  to  the  world,  and 
I  have  not  forgotten  that  it  was  a  saying 
of  one  of  the  profoundest  thinkers  on 
human  affairs  that  probably  ever  lived — 
the  first  Napoleon — that  if  the  Chinese 
nation  ever  learnt  European  arts — the  art 
of  ship-building  and  the  art  of  navigation 
— they  would  be  strong  enough  to  conquer 
the  world.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
are  frightened  or  in  any  way  induced  to 
forsake  the  path  to  which  my  judgment 
directs  me  by  being  told  that  this  is  a 
visionary  dream.  I  firmly  believe  that 
that  marvellous  nation  is  awakening  to  all 
the  realities  of  modern  civilisation.  We 
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have  evidence  abundant  on  all  hands  that 
the  Chinese  nation  and  other  Asiatic  na¬ 
tions — especially  the  Chinese — are  awaken¬ 
ing  to  all  the  powers  which  their  immense 
population  gives  them  in  the  art  of  war,  in 
the  art  of  acquisition,  and  all  the  other 
arts  known  to  European  civilisation,  and  it 
seems  to  me — and,  non-professional  nnm  as 
I  am,  I  venture  to  throw  it  out — that  if 
we  suffer  in  this  direction  at  any  time,  it 
will  not  be  by  the  bombardment  of  one  of 
our  rich  cities — it  will  not  be  by  an  attack 
upon  our  sea-borne  commerce — it  will  not 
be  by  any  attempt  to  lay  us  under  a  ransom 
to  protect  our  property  and  our  lives,  but 
it  will  be  by  stealthily,  so  far  as  move¬ 
ments  of  this  kind  can  be  made  stealthily, 
effecting  a  lodgment  in  some  thinly-peopled 
portion  of  the  country,  where  it  would 
take  immense  loss  of  life  and  immense 
loss  of  wealth  to  dislodge  the  invader.  I 
think  that  the  new  form  of  warfare  from 
which  we  may  suffer  is  almost  certain  to 
take  that  form,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  progress  of  events  during  the  next  few 
yeai*s  will  convince  many  that  I  am  not 
suggesting  this  form  without  good  reason 
for  believing  in  its  valid  probability.  I 
therefore  think  that  in  this  question  of 
defence  alone  it  will  be  well  for  the  smaller 
colonies  to  consider  Low  much  they  have 
at  slake.  With  our  great  wealth,  with  our 
great  population,  with  more  of  the  elements 
of  a  nation  tlian  any  other  colony,  except 
our  sister  Victoria,  we  have  only  700  miles 
of  coast  to  defend  ;  but  that  is  not  the  case 
with  the  larger  colonies  ;  and  that  they  are 
liable  to  have  to  secure  their  defence,  I 
think,  must  be  self-evident  to  any  one 
who  will  calmly  think  on  the  subject. 
In  connection  with  this  question  of  defence 
I  may  as  well  hint  at  what  most  of  the 
delegates  must  know,  that  amongst  the 
powerful  parties  in  the  mother  country — 
and  the  feeling  in  this  particular  respect, 
is  spreading  from  that  joarty  to  others — 
there  is  a  very  strong  conviction  that  the 
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money  of  the  heavily  taxed  citizens  of  the 
United  Kingdom  ought  not  to  ho  ex¬ 
pended  in  the  defence  of  Australian 
citizens  who  are  so  much  better  able  to 
defend  themselves.  That  forms  an  article 
of  the  political  faith  of  one  section  of  the 
political  life  of  England,  that  no  portion 
of  the  revenue  contributed  by  the  poor 
struggling  people  of  England  should  be  ex¬ 
pended  in  supporting  the  defence  of  these 
distant  colonies.  How  far  that  feeling 
may  come  into  play  in  future  it  is  not  for 
me,  nor  is  it  for  any  one  else  here,  to  fore¬ 
see  ;  but  it  is  not  likely  to  disappear  from 
the  region  of  English  politics.  It  is  not 
likely  to  grow  weaker,  but  it  is  likely  to 
grow  more  powerful.  I  asked  and  tried 
to  answer  the  question  just  now,  what  really 
is  the  very  nature  of  government,  its  essen¬ 
tial  conditions  and  its  essential  functions'? 
It  is  an  organism,  as  I  have  tried  to  explain, 
for  protecting  each  individual  citizen  in  the 
undisturbed  possession  of  his  property,  in 
the  undisturbed  possession  of  his  liberty, 
and  from  my  point  of  view  the  expense  of 
that  government  ought  to  be  defrayed  in  the 
easiest  manner  and  only  to  the  extent  which 
is  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  that 
taxation  is  unjustifiable  for  any  other  pur¬ 
pose  whatever.  But  we  are  met  here  to  try  to 
frame  a  government  suitable  for  the  altered 
conditions  of  all  Australia — a  federal  go¬ 
vernment  which  should  possess  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  all,  would  be  likely  to  w’ork  for  the 
benefit  of  all,  and  which  would  be  power¬ 
ful  enough  to  efficiently  do  the  wmrk  wdiich 
lies  to  its  hand.  If  I  am  asked  what 
there  is  for  a  federal  government  to  do, 
I  w'ill  endeavour  to  answer  the  question. 
They  have  to  undertake  the  defence  of 
Australia,  wdiich  I  contend  cannot  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  tlie  separate  states.  They  have 
to  construct  an  Australian  tariff  which  if 
wo  federate  cannot  bo  touched  by  the 
separate  states.  They  have  to  conduct  the 
intercommunication  of  the  colonies.  I  do 
not  mean  by  this  that  in  every  instance, 


or  perhaps  in  any  instance,  they  are  to 
take  over  the  railways  ;  but  they  must  re¬ 
gulate  the  rail  ways,  and  probably  construct 
one  or  more  great  arteries  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  and  establishing  proper  inter¬ 
colonial  intercourse.  Beyond  that  they 
have  to  undertake  on  behalf  of  Australia 
the  intercourse  with  other  partsof  thew’orld. 
They  would  have  a  power,  a  widespread  in¬ 
fluence,  which  no  one  of  the  colonies  could 
ever  hope  to  have,  or  even  to  approach,  and 
they  would  have  to  take  in  charge  the 
privileges  and  the  rights  and  the  manifold 
interests  of  Australia  in  connection  with 
the  ocean  that  surrounds  Australia,  which, 
again,  no  one  colony  can  do  anything  to 
promote.  They  would  have  to  carry  out 
all  the  efforts  to  effect  all  the  higher  ends 
of  nationality,  and  if  I  may  quote  the 
expression,  a  very  happy  expression,  used 
by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the 
other  afternoon,  they  would  have  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  colonies,  one  from  another,  which 
would  be  no  light  portion  of  the  duties  of 
a  federal  government.  Now,  this  consti¬ 
tution  which  w'e  are  called  upon  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  frame,  can  never  be  framed  unless 
its  merits  commend  it  to  the  acceptation 
of  the  free  peoples  of  these  colonies.  It 
is  of  no  use  losing  sight  of  that  fact.  One 
of  the  delegates  from  Western  Australia 
said  that  they  could  never  face  the  people  of 
that  country  if  they  did  not  take  special 
steps  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  that 
colony.  How’  does  he  suppose  we  could 
face  the  1,250,000  free  men  and  women 
of  New  South  Wales  if  we  did  not  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  safeguard  their  in¬ 
terests  and  liberties?  We  ought  never  to 
lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  in  every  instance 
nothing  ciin  be  done  in  the  arduous  work 
we  are  trying  to  do  unless  the  merits  of 
the  work  we  perform  are  so  self-evident 
that  we  can  secure  the  support  of  the  free 
people  we  represent.  I,  for  one,  am  not 
prepared  for  any  transcript  of  American 
institutions.  I,  for  one,  utterly  disbelieve 
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that  we  can  do  better  than  to  adhere  to 
the  broad  lines  of  the  British  Constitution. 
And  when  I  have  beard  gentlemen  argu¬ 
ing  on  some  supposed  likeness  between  tlie 
senate  we  seek  to  ci'eate  and  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  I  have  been  amazed. 
The  two  bodies — the  body  that  is  in  exist¬ 
ence,  I  will  say  that  august  body,  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  the  body 
we  are  seeking  to  create — are  essentially 
diflerent  bodies  for  different  purposes. 
The  Senate  of  the  United  States  is  really 
the  great  executive  power  of  America.  It 
is  a  body  possessing  such  powders  that  I 
doubt,  so  far  as  I  have  listened  to  this  de¬ 
bate,  if  they  are  fully  knowm — certainly 
they  are  not  fully  known  to  me — to  many 
of  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  the 
subject.  I  am  tempted,  though  somewhat 
reluctantly,  to  give  my  own  experience  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
year  1882,  I  went  to  America.  I  was  at 
that  time  Prime  Minister  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  I  held  commissions  from  the 
Government  of  Victoria,  the  Government 
of  Queensland,  and  the  Government  of 
New  Zealand  to  try  to  negotiate  with  the 
authorities  at  Washington,  first  for  a  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  duties  on  imported  wool,  and 
secondly,  for  a  subsidy  towards  the  trans¬ 
pacific  mad  service.  I  was  at  Washin<y- 
ton  several  days,  and  I  had  intercourse 
with  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  that  very 
able  man  the  permanent  Under-Secretary 
of  State,  Mr.  Bancroft  Davis,  with  the 
President,  and  with  a  large  number  of 
members  of  Congress.  I  make  this  inti¬ 
mation  as  a  preface  to  what  I  once  wit¬ 
nessed,  in  order  to  give  you,  as  it  were, 
a  cameo  of  my  personal  knowledge  of  the 
working  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
I  was  introduced  to  Mr.  Senator  Ferry,  the 
Chairmarf  of  the  Committee  of  the  Senate 
Post  Offices.  I  believe  lion,  members 
know  that  the  whole  business  of  the  United 
States  Senate  is  conducted  by  commit¬ 
tees.  For  instance,  if  a  message  arrives 
[Sir  Uenry  Parkes, 


from  the  President,  it  is  at  once  referred, 
without  debate,  to  the  committee  sitting 
upon  that  subject,  say,  on  finance,  and  it 
is  not  until  that  committee  reports  that 
the  Senate  takes  into  discussion  even  the 
President's  message.  Well,  I  was  in  one 
of  the  rather  sumptuous  ante-rooms  of  the 
Capitol,  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Senator 
Ferry.  After  I  had  left  the  gallery  of 
the  Senate,  which  was  crowded  with  visi¬ 
tors,  including  a  large  number  of  ladies, 
and  while  I  was  in  conversation  with  Mr. 
Ferry,  a  messenger  came  to  him,  a  bell 
rang,  he  had  to  leave  me,  and  at  once  go 
into  the  Senate  Chamber,  every  man  and 
woman  were  at  once  ejected  from  the 
gallei-ies,  the  doors  were  closed  and  locked, 
and  the  Senate  sat  in  perfect  secresy. 
The  most  important  business  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  is  conducted  in  ab¬ 
solute  secresy,  w’ith  the  press  excluded, 
visitors  excluded,  and  the  doors  closed 
and  locked.  Under  the  circumstances 
I  have  explained,  I  witnessed  this  opera¬ 
tion  on  one  of  these  occasions.  Now, 
we  have  a  gentleman  engaged  in  the  par¬ 
liamentary  life  of  this  colony  who  a 
few  years  ago  a.sserted  in  his  place  in 
Parliament  that  if  the  free-traders  at¬ 
tempted  to  hold  a  meeting  with  closed 
doors,  his  friends  would  smash  the  doors 
open,  and  about  a  week  ago  he  stated,  in 
an  address  to  bis  constituents,  that  if  this 
Convention  had  decided  to  sit  with  closed 
doors  the  people  would  have  smashed  the 
doors  open.  Well,  this  great  body,  this 
august  body  in  the  United  States,  trans¬ 
acts  its  material  business,  its  most  im¬ 
portant  business — the  business  which  is  so 
important  that  they  will  not  allow  the 
public  to  see  how  it  is  done — with  closed 
doors,  in  absolute  secrecy,  and  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  have  never  yet,  as 
far  as  I  know,  attempted  to  smash  the 
doors  open.  We  do  not  want  a  body  like 
that.  I  think  this  Convention  is  not  dis¬ 
posed  to  create  a  body  of  that  character,  and 
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tliose  powers,  nor  are  we  about  to 
create  a  senate  to  perform  executive  duties. 
We  seek  under  this  name  “  senate,”  which 
liowever  unsatisfactory  it  may  be  stands  in 
tlio  place  of  a  better,  and  no  better  has 
been  suggested — we  seek  to  create  as  lofty, 
as  dignified,  an  upper  chamber  as  we  can, 
and  we  seek  to  create  it  as  nearly  on  the 
British  model  as  we  can.  But  we  find  that 
we  cannot  do  that  literally.  Our  house 
of  peers,  I  need  not  say,  has  grown  up 
tlirough  many  epochs  of  revolution,  of 
trial,  of  popular  change,  until  it  has  as¬ 
sumed  the  present  very  influential  form 
which  it  now  occupies  in  the  Constitution 
of  England.  We  cannot  create  a  body 
like  that,  and  wo  must  hav^e  resort  to  some 
device  or  other  to  supply  those  elements 
of  moral  and  just  conservatism,  which  I, 
for  one,  admit  a  senate  ought  to  possess. 
Bemember,  the  words  I  used  are,  Those 
elements  of  moral  and  just  conservatism.” 
I  mean  those  elements  arising  from  ex¬ 
perience,  from  matured  judgment,  from 
public  probity,  from  steadfastness  of  pur¬ 
pose,  and  from  the  trust  which  is  reposed 
in  certain  individuals  by  the  growth  of 
time,  and  I  know  of  no  other  kind  of  con¬ 
servatism  in  a  community  like  oura  I 
am  tempted  to  read,  if  hon.  gentlemen 
wdll  pardon  me,  a  short  passage  from 
Mr.  Gladstone  on  the  English  Constitu¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Gladstone  of  late  years  has 
taken  up  a  position  which  has  called  into 
existence  very  acute,  and  in  some  in¬ 
stances  fierce,  antagonisms  to  his  course  in 
public  life.  But  I  am  not  referring  to 
Mr.  Gladstone  as  a  party  leader.  I  am 
not  seeking  to  use  his  authority  as  that  of 
a  party  leader ;  but  I  use  his  authority  as 
that  of  a  man  who  has  been  close  upon 
sixty  years  in  the  House  of  Commons — 
for  it  is  close  upon  sixty  years  now,  if  not 
quite  sixty  years,  since  he  took  his  seat  for 
the  first  time  as  member  for  Newark. 
Forty  years  ago,  the  most  acute  judge  of 
human  nature  at  the  time,  the  Chevalier 


Bunsen,  described  Mr.  Gladstone  as  the 
most  intellectual  man  in  all  Europe.  I 
think  I  might  say  even  now,  wdth  all  the 
fierce  antagonisms  which  his  later  conduct 
has  awakened,  both  sides  of  the  political 
life  of  England  are  proud  of  his  figure 
amongst  them.  Well,  Mr.  Gladstone  haa 
described  what  the  English  Constitution  isn 

More,  it  must  be  admitted,  than  any  other, 
it  leaves  open  doors  w'hich  lead  into  blind 
alleys,  for  it  presumes  more  boldly  than  any 
other  the  good  sense  and  the  good  faith  of  those 
w'ho  work  it. 

The  success  of  any  constitution  framed  by 
man,  the  success  of  every  constitution,  call 
it  what  you  may,  must  depend  upon  the- 
good  sense,  self-restraint,  and  good  faith  of 
those  who  work  it.  He  goes  on  : 

If,  unhappily,  these  personages  meet  together 
on  the  great  arena  of  a  nation’s  fortunes,  as 
jockeys  meet  upon  a  racecourse,  each  to  urge  to 
the  uttermost,  as  against  the  others,  the  pow'er 
of  the  animal  he  rides  ;  or  as  counsel  in  a  court,, 
each  to  procure  the  victory  for  his  client,  without 
respect  to  any  other  interest  or  right,  then  this 
boasted  Constitution  of  ours  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  heap  of  absurdities. 

How  true  it  is  !  The  British  Constitution 
has  worked  more  successfully  than  has  any 
other  in  the  world,  and  its  whole  working 
depends  upon  the  aptitude  of  the  patriotic 
men  who  have  taken  a  leading  part  in 
working  it.  Liet  them  belong  to  whatever 
party,  in  every  age,  they  have  exhibited  a 
higher  sense  of  the  interests  of  the  nation 
to  which  they  belong,  and  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  good  government,  than  of  any  party 
conflict. 

The  undoubted  competency  of  each  reaches 
even  to  the  paralysis  or  destruction  of  the  rest. 

The  writer  then  proceeds  to  give  instances 
of  how,  notwithstanding  its  admitted 
power,  the  Constitution  might  work  all 
kinds  of  absurdities. 

The  House  of  Commons  is  entitled  to  refuse 
every  shilling  of  the  supplies.  That  House,  and 
also  the  House  of  Lords,  is  entitled  to  refuse  its 
assent  to  every  bill  presented  to  it.  The  Crown 
is  entitled  to  make  1,000  peers  to-day  and  as 
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many  to-morrow.  It  may  dissolve  all  and  every 
parliament  before  it  proceeds  to  business ;  may 
imrdon  the  most  atrocious  crimes  ;  may  declare 
war  against  all  the  world ;  may  conclude  treaties 
involving  unlimited  responsibilities,  and  even  vast 
expenditure,  without  the  consent — nay,  without 
the  knowledge  of  Parliament.  And  this  not 
merely  in  support  or  in  development,  but  in  re- 
vei*sal  of  policy  already  known  to,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  nation. 

Then,  again,  lie  says  : 

But  the  assumption  is  that  the  depositories  — 

I  invite  the  attention  of  delegates  to  these 
words. 

that  the  depositories  of  power  will  all  respect 
one  another,  will  evince  a  consciousness  that 
they  are  working  in  a  common  interest  for  a 
common  end,  tliat  they'^  will  be  possessed  to¬ 
gether  with  not  less  than  an  average  intelligence, 
of  not  less  than  an  average  sense  of  equity  and 
of  the  public  interests  and  rights.  When  these 
reasonable  expectations  fail,  then  it  must  be 
admitted  the  British  Constitution  will  be  in 
danger. 

Now,  in  our  work  we  shall  necessarily 
have  to  impose  definitions,  limits,  and  re¬ 
strictions ;  hut  they  ought  to  be  of  such 
a  nature  that  the  body  itself,  when  once 
fairly  launched  on  the  sea  of  life,  will  be 
enabled  to  respond  to  the  wish  of  the 
people,  to  respond  to  the  pressure  of  its 
own  necessities,  and  so  afterw'ards  mould 
to  a  fitting  shape  its  own  constitution. 
If,  ill  framing  a  constitution,  we  attempt 
to  bind  it  from  expansion— if  we  attempt 

to  lay  restrictions  upon  its  development _ 

w'e  shall  make,  I  fear,  a  fatal  mistake. 
Now,  I  will  ask  whether  I  am  correct  in 
having  gathered  from  this  great  and  digrvi- 
fied  debate  the  following  as  the  main  diffi¬ 
cult  points  to  be  solved  ?  I  have  not  at¬ 
tempted  to  review  the  several  speeches,  but 
I  lia\e  noted  tlie  salient  arguments,  and 
especially  the  new  features  tliat  have  turned 
up  in  the  cour.se  of  each  speech,  and  I 
gatherthatthe  rigid  difficulties  consistoftlie 
following:— First,  security  for  the  smaller 
colonies.  I  fully  admit — and  even  in  these 
resolutions  liave  endeavoured  to  indicate 
that  my  wish  was  willing  to  resolve  itself 
Henry  Parkes. 


into  action — I  am  ready  to  admit,  I  say, 
that  the  smaller  colonies  deserve  special 
consideration.  First,  then,  security  for  tlie 
smaller  colonies ;  second,  tho  equality  of 
the  two  houses ;  third,  the  ministry  to 
represent  all  tlie  colonies;  fourth,  the  min¬ 
istry  to  be  responsible  to  both  houses.  So 
far  as  I  can  recollect,  I  think  these  are  the 
salient  and  knotty  points  which  Iiave  been 
evolved  in  this  discussion — if  there  be  any 
other,  perhaps  some  delegate  will  inform 
me  of  it  Now,  as  I  have  already  said  con¬ 
sideration  cannot  be  given  to  the  smaller 
colonies,  I  apprehend,  without  due  regard 
being  paid  to  the  interests  of  the  larger 
colonies.  If  the  smaller  colonies  have 
their  rights,  if  they  have  any  special  claim 
to  special  consideration,  at  least  the  larger 
colonies  have  the  great  right  not  to  be  placed 
in  any  position  in  which  a  mere  cabal  be¬ 
tween  the  weaker  coloniesmightplacethera 
in  a  minority.  That  certainly  ought  not  to 
be  pennitted  so  far  as  foresight  can  guard 
against  it.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  power 
of  the  two  houses  to  treat  money  bills,  or, 
as  I  prefer  to  call  them,  bills  for  imposing 
taxation  and  for  making  special  appropria¬ 
tions  —  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
both  houses  having  an  equal  power  to  deal 
with  these  bills  as  tliey  think  fit,  I  cannot 
disguise  from  myself  the  fact-  that  if  that 
be  provided  for  it  will  lead  to  very  great 
trouble  and  mischief.  I  cannot  disguise 
from  myself  that  it  may  lead  to  jars  that 
may  burst  asunder  tlie  federation.  I  can¬ 
not  disguise  from  myself  that  it  is  not  in  j 
accordance  with  the  chief  principle  that  | 
has  been  won  for  us  by  ages  of  struggle  by 
the  best  spirits  among  our  ancestors  in  tho  j 
mother  country.  It  is  a  new  fangled  pro-  ] 
position,  entirely  un-English,  and  utterly 
opposed  to  the  development  of  constitu¬ 
tional  government.  Wliy,  sir,  the  whole 
struggle  in  England  has  been  to  wrest 
from  irresponsible  power  the  right  to  deal 
with  taxation  and  the  revenues  of  tho 
country.  For  the  last  hundred  years,  and 
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ospeciiilly  tlirougliouL  the  bcueficeiit  reign 
of  tlio  present  Sovereign,  tlic  whole  ten¬ 
dency  of  parluuncntary  life  liasbcen  to  wrest 
from  those  who  liave  no  responsibility,  and 
to  lodge  with  those  who  have  direct  respon- 
sibility,  these  great  powers.  And  it  seems 
to  me  like  attempting  to  roll  back  the  sun, 
and  to  shut  out  the  light  which  the  great 
developments  of  the  present  century  have 
afforded  us,  to  .speak  of  intrusting  to  two 
logi.slative  chambers  powers  which  it  ha.s 
been  found  absolutely  necessary  to  con¬ 
fine  to  one.  Then  there  is  the  specious 
notion  that  the  ministry  must  necessarily 
represent  the  different  colonies. 

Mr.  Fvsii  :  Xo  point  was  made  of  it  ! 

i\[r.  Gilliks  :  Certainly;  by  several 
speakers  ! 

Sir  Thomas  McTlwkaith  :  Xolx)dy  made 
a  j)oint  of  it  ! 

Sir  IIENKYPARKES;  1  am  willing 
to  defer  to  my  hon.  friend  in  almost 
everything;  but,  perhaps,  he  will  allow  me 
to  judge  how  far  it  was  made  a  point,  and 
how  far  it  w’as  not.  The  point  I  meant  is 
the  contention  that  ministei’s  should  be  so 
selected,  and,  as  1  understand  it,  that  pro- 
^  ision  should  be  made  by  law,  that  they 
should  be  taken  from  each  of  the  colonies. 
That  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  parlia¬ 
mentary  government  as  we  know  it.  Xow, 
what  has  been  the  course  in  later  times,  in 
the  best  limes  of  English  history,  in  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  ministry  ?  The  Ciueen,  or  in 
a  colony,  the  Queen  s  ro])resentativc,  sends 
for  a  person  to  form  a  ministry.  Whom 
does  she  send  for  ?  The  Sovereign  sends 
for  the  person  who,  by  his  standing  in  politi¬ 
cal  life,  by  his  experience,  by  his  character, 
by  the  degree  in  which  he  is  trusted  by 
his  political  friends,  and  by  his  proved 
capacity,  is  most  likely  to  secure  a  body 
of  capable  men  to  serve  the  Crown.  He 
having  accepted  this  task  is  absolutely  free 
to  make  what  choice  he  likes,  and  naturally 
he  cliooses  the  men  whom  experience  has 
taught  him  arc  most  likely  to  assist  him  in 


a  capable  administriition  of  affairs.  If  he 
were  compelled  to  take  three,  four,  or  five 
colleagues  of  wlioin  he  had  no  knowledge,  I 
can  only  say  that  no  man  of  high  spirit  and 
clear  discernment  of  his  duties  would  accept 
the  office.  It  would  be  impossible.  How 
could  the  administration  of  affaii-s  be  con¬ 
ducted  under  our  form  of  government  unless 
it  was  conducted  by  men  wlio  each  in  thf^ 
other  had  the  completest  confidence?  I 
am  quite  sure  tliat  no  single  man  amongst 
the  high  minded  men  who  arc  the  leaders 
of  the  English  nation  would  undertake* 
the  formation  of  a  ministry  subject  to  any 
restriction  of  that  kind  imposed  by  law, 
usage,  or  otherwise.  It  would  be  sim¬ 
ply  impracticable.  Then  as  to  the  gov’eni- 
meiit  being  responsible  to  both  liouses, 
suj)pose  this  state  of  things  arose :  that 
the  senate  passed  a  resolution  of  want  of 
confidence,  and  suppose  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  met  it  by  a  vote  of  confi¬ 
dence,  how  then  Ls  that  government  to  be 
responsible?  I  think  tliat  tlie  more  we 
depart  fiom  the  broad  lines  of  the  English 
Constitution,  developed  as  it  has  been  dur¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  the  present  Sovereign,  the 
more  certiiin  we  are  to  fall  into  slouglis  of 
despond — into  many  dangei-s.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  construction  of  this  senate,  it 
is  proposed,  even  in  these  resolutions,  tO“ 
give  to  the  colony  of  Western  Australia,, 
with  its  45,000  people,  the  same  re¬ 
presentation  that  is  given  to  New  South 
Wales  witli  its  1,200,000.  Surely  that 
is  a  vast  concession,  and  that  is  given 
entirely  in  order  to  harmonise  those  in¬ 
congruities  which  are  admitted,  which 
are  admitted  with  sympathy,  but  whicli 
must  exist  until  the  progress  of  time,  and 
the  progress  of  tlie  colony,  may  emanci¬ 
pate  that  particular  colony  from  that 
region  of  incongruity.  I  should  not  object 
to  meeting  the  smaller  colonies,  especially 
Western  Australia,  by  giving  her  for  a 
time  larger  representation  in  the  house  of 
representatives  ;  but  that  must  be  limiteil. 
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There  must  be  a  time  when  her  growth  will 
render  it  unnecessary.  But  prepared  as  I 
am,  as  far  as  T  can,  to  make  some  anomaly 
ill  the  constitution  we  are  about  to  con¬ 
struct,  merely  to  meet  the  case  of  \Yesterii 
Australia — anxious  as  I  am,  and  anxious 
as  I  believe  my  colleagues  all  are,  to  have 
the  young  colony  amongst  us — if  she  can¬ 
not  see  her  way  to  join  us  without  calling  on 
us  to  make  sacrifices  inconsistent  with  our 
clear  duty,  unhappy  as  it  may  be  felt,  it 
would  be  best  for  her  to  wait  for  a  time  to 
enter  the  federation.  But  I  trust  we  shall 
not  come  to  that.  I  trust  some  concession 
may  be  made  quite  consistent  with  our 
adherence  to  the  principles  which  ought  to 
pervade  our  work  by  which  she  can  join 
IS.  I  am  aware  that  outside  these  walls, 
at  any  rate,  there  is  a  feeling  that  we  ought 
to  wait;  that  the  time  has  not  yet  come. 
I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have  said  in  other 
places,  and  what  1  have  uniformly  said, 
that  if  we  are  not  ripe  for  federation  now 
it  is  incumbent  upon  those  who  tell  us  so 
to  name  the  hour  and  day  when  we  shall  be 
ripe.  If  we  miss  this  particularopportunity, 
every  year  that  rolls  over  us  will  make  the 
difficulties  greater ;  if  we  miss  this  oppor¬ 
tunity,  every  experience  that  is  before  us 
will  abundantly  prove  that  we  have  not 
risen  to  a  just  sense  of  the  magnitude  of  our 
duties.  These  difficulties  which  our  separate 
existence  have  imposed  will  go  on  increas¬ 
ing.  They  can  only  have  one  crop  of  fruit ; 
they  can  only  produce  antipathy,  disunion, 
aggres.sion,  reprisal,  widespread  discontent, 
and,  if  they  are  suffered  to  go  on,  civil 
war.  That  is  a  prospect  which  no  man  of 
just  mind  can  contemplate — that  these  co¬ 
lonies,  sprung  from  the  .same  stock,  posses¬ 
sing  the  same  great  inheritance  of  equal 
laws  and  all  the  riches  of  science  which  have 
been  achieved  and  stored  up  for  us  in  the 
mother  country — that  we,  side  by  side,  in¬ 
stead  of  living  in  brotherhood  and  amity, 
should  live  in  constant  irritation  and  hos¬ 
tility.  Bitlicr  we  must  join  hands,  or  we 
Henry  Parkes, 


must  hold  out  our  hands  in  defiance  of  each 
other.  In  the  very  nature  of  things,  we  can¬ 
not  be  divided  and  be  one.  In  the  v’ery 
nature  of  things,  we  cannot  submit  to  causes 
of  irritation,  causes  of  infliction,  causes 
of  dissatisfaction,  causes  of  exasperation, 
and  still  live  in  brotherhood.  It  is  only 
by  joining  hands  in  good  faith  as  the 
people  of  one  kindred  ;  it  is  only  by  giving 
and  taking,  by  entertaining  compromise 
as  far  as  couiproinise  can  be  entertained 
without  deadly  injury  to  principle — it  is 
only  by  doing  that  we  can  hope  to  found 
this  union.  If  the  gentlemen  around  me 
are  actuated  by  an  earnest  desire  to  effect 
this  union  it  will  be  efiected.  If  we  un¬ 
fortunately  miss  this  great  occasion  and 
leave  the  work  undone,  it  will  be  done  in 
a  few  years  hence,  not  many  years,  and  it 
will  be  done  by  younger  liands,who  will  gain 
the  great  credit  of  having  efiected  tliis  bond 
of  union,  which  will  be  in  itself,  if  rightly 
effected,  of  more  value  than  any  other 
achievement  in  the  history  of  this  conti¬ 
nent.  I  would  ask  lion,  gentlemen  when 
we  go  into  Committee  not  to  dwell  much 
upon  these  resolutions.  They  are  not 
worth  it.  They  were  submitted,  as  gentle¬ 
men  will  recollect,  in  order  to  raise  that 
most  instructive  debate  which  we  have 
listened  to.  They  have  answered  their 
purpose,  and  that  debate,  I  venture  to  pre¬ 
dict,  will  form  a  notable  passage  in  the 
history  of  Australia ;  and  whatever  be¬ 
comes  of  the  present  immediate  move¬ 
ment,  this  debate  will  have  effect  upon 
the  cause  of  federation  until  it  is  con¬ 
summated.  But  I  would  suggest  that  the 
wisest  practical  course  for  us  to  take  will  be 
as  soon  as  possible  to  agree  upon  what 
may  be  called  the  vital  provisions  of  this 
bill — that  is,  the  provision  a.s  to  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  federal  parliament,  the 
provision  as  to  the  construction  of  the 
federal  executive,  the  provi.sion  as  to  the 
representation  of  the  Binaller  states,  and 
such  other  provisions  as  involve  the  rigid 
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difficulties  between  the  cliflerent  delegates. 
If  we  can  once  agree  to  these  provisions  it 
appears  to  nio  that  a  coininittee  of  such 
men  as  we  have  amongst  us  could  frame  a 
machinery  to  give  harmonious  efi’ect  to 
them  in  four-and-twenty  hours,  and  our 
work  would  be  done.  But  I  would  sug- 
ge.st  as  a  practical  aim  that  we  try  in  open 
convention  to  agree  upon  those  which  I 
will  call  the  vital  provisions  of  this  bill.  I 
have  no  time — and  1  do  not  think  it  is  v'ory 
fitting  that  I  should  iiululge  in  anything 
of  the  sort — I  have  no  time  to  talk  of  this 
question  of  republicanism  which  lias  been 
so  ungraciously  launched  amongst  us.  I 
want  to  know  where,  in  all  history,  you 
Avill  find  any  instance  where  a  people  have 
revolted  and  chosen  a  new  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  when  they  were  contented  with  the 
old  form? 

Mr.  Munro  :  And  had  no  grievance  ! 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES:  The  very 
parent  of  the  erection  of  new  governments 
is  some  cause  of  grievance,  which  everybody 
feels.  We  feel  none  so  far  as  the  home 
Oovernment  is  concerned.  And  liave  we 
such  encouraging  examples  in  tlie  repub¬ 
lican  forms  of  government  in  diflerent 
parts  of  the  world  that  we  should  be 
seduced  from  that  of  our  own,  which  has 
stood  the  shocks  of  revolution  and  the 
social  earthquakes  of  tlie  last  fifty  yeai*s 
and  nev*er  been  shaken  ?  Why,  so  beloved 
is  our  Sovereign  in  that  great  ollshoot  of 
the  English  nation,  the  United  States, 
that  I  venture  to  .say  if  Queen  Victoria, 
by  any  possibility,  could  visit  the  United 
States,  she  would  receive  a  grander  and 
more  enthusiastic  reception  than  ever  was 
awarded  to  man  or  woman  before.  I  ven¬ 
ture  to  say  that  amongst  the  potentates 
of  the  world,  including  their  own  Presi¬ 
dent,  there  is  none  more  widely  respected, 
more  widely  revered  by  all  the  best  minds 
of  the  great  American  commonwealth  than 
the  beloved  Queen  under  whom  we  live. 
I  go  further  than  that.  I  contend  that 


the  woman  who  sits  on  tlie  Englisli  throne, 
stripped  of  all  her  royal  robes  and  all  her 
royal  pendants,  is  no  common  woman  in 
the  administration  of  afiairs  ;  that  she  has 
disclosed  a  genius  for  government,  a  close 
attention  to  business,  and  a  keen  foresight 
which  have  never  been  equalled  by  any 
monarch  known  to  history  .;  and  that  she 
has,  above  all  things,  disclosed  an  amazing 
insight  in  lier  dealings  with  every  consti¬ 
tutional  difficulty  that  lias  arisen.  Beyond 
thi.s,  if  we  even  dw^ell  for  a  moment 
on  tlie  exjienses  of  monarchy,  they  are 
nothing  to  the  waste  of  wealth  in  every 
presidential  election  in  the  United  States. 
The  wealth  witlidrawn  from  tlie  ordinary 
channels  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  with¬ 
drawn!  from  private  fortune  in  every  great 
contention  for  the  presidential  chair,  far 
exceeds  any  extravagance  that  may  be  sup¬ 
posed  to  exist  in  supporting  the  monarchy 
of  England.  But  I  hold  thus  as  a  principle  in 
human  affairs,  that  no  w^ell  regulated  mind, 
no  mind  that  rises  to  the  exigencies  of  any 
occasion  when  that  occasion  presents  itself, 
will  ever  anticipate  what  is  in  the  far  future. 
If  a  time  should  come  when  it  would  le 
necessary  to  sever  the  connection  with  the 
motlier  country  it  will  come,  as  it  came  in 
America,  in  spite  of  the  loyalty,  in  spite  of 
the  good  feeling  of  the  chief  men  of  the  time. 
It  will  not  come  to  meet  the  wfild  ravin"s 

O 

of  some  person  wdio  may  call  out  “  Re¬ 
publicanism,”  without  the  slightest  know'- 
ledge  of  wdiat  he  is  talking  about.  Suffi¬ 
cient  for  the  day  is  the  government  there¬ 
of.  We  have  a  government  of  which 
we  ought  to  be  proud,  and  it  is  neither  the 
part  of  loyalty,  nor  is  it  yet  the  part  of 
common-sense  to  be  anticipating  something 
which  may  come  in  the  dim  future  when 
all  our  attention  is  occupied — necessarily 
occupied — wdth  that  which  w-e  possess, 
and  that  with  wdiich  we  are  satisfied.  I 
w’ould  ask  the  lion,  gentlemen,  wlio  have, 
at  such  great  sacrifices,  come  here,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  take  the  course  w'hich  shall 
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be  as  free  as  possible  from  all  collateral 
issues.  This  is  no  time  for  glowing  periods; 
it  is  no  time  for  rhetorical  flights  ;  but 
it  is  a  time  for  hard  and  steady  work 
in  trying  to  do  wliat  wc  are  called  here 
to  do,  and  I  would  ask  hon.  members  to 
do  their  utmost,  by  a  calm  self-suppres¬ 
sion,  by  a  close  attention  to  the  object 
which  has  brought  us  hero,  by  mutual 
respect,  mutual  forbearance,  and  a  disposi¬ 
tion  to  compromise  where  compromise  is 
possible,  to  assist  each  other  in  bringing 
about  this  great  work  ;  and  I  would  say 
that  if  we  seize  the  occasion  and  succeenl 
in  doing  the  w'ork  we  shall  have,  not  now^ 
so  vividly  as  hereafter,  the  blessings  of  this 
and  succeeding  generations  on  what  we 
have  accomplished.  I  now  beg  to  move  : 

That  the  Convention  resolve  itself  into  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  the  resolutions 
in  detail. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

In  Committee : 

Mr.  McMILLAX  :  I  think  it  will  meet 
the  genei’al  convenience  of  hon.  members, 
and  it  ^Yill  be  most  in  keeping  with  their 
anticipation  of  the  course  of  birsiness,  if 
we  simply  go  into  Committee  pro  formCi^ 
and  then  adjourn  until  Monday. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  More  waste  of  time  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIX :  I  trust  that  there 
will  be  no  such  delay  as  must  occur  if 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Mc]Millan,  is  accepted.  To  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent  it  is  worthy  of  support,  that  is  to  say, 
if  it  w’^cre  proposed  that  the  Convention 
should  rise  now  until  half-past  2,  in  order 
that  in  the  meantime  w'e  might  have  the 
opportunity  of  considering  and  preparing 
any  amendments  wdiich  it  might  be  tliought 
necessary  to  make  on  these  resolutions. 
Their  discussion  wdll  certainly  em|)loy  some 
days.  So  much  time  has  been  occupied, 
though  well  occupied,  already,  in  prelimin¬ 
ary  discussion  that  the  sooner  w^e  really 
grasp  tlie  difficulties  before  us  the  sooner 
we  shall  liave  some  tangible  result. 

[^S'iV  Henry  Paries, 


Mr.  McMILLAX  :  !My  reason  for  mov'- 
ing  the  motion  w^as  to  get  the  opinion  of 
lion,  delegates  on  tlie  subject.  Some  ai'e 
of  opinion  that  w’e  should  adjourn  until 
^Monday,  but  if  it  is  the  desire  of  tlie  ma¬ 
jority  that  we  sliould  not  do  so,  I  will 
withdraw^  the  motion. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  Following  the  advice 
of  my  hon.  colleague,  Mr.  Deakin,  I  would 
suggest,  sir,  that  you  should  intimate  that 
you  will  leave  tlie  chair  now'  until  2  o’clock. 
We  shall  tlien  have  the  opportunity  of  a 
little  conversation,  and  if  it  should  be 
thought  desirable  when  we  meet  again  to 
adopt  the  motion  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
McMillan,  we  could  adopt  it.  I  think 
that  before  any  motion  of  the  kind  is  put 
before  the  Committee,  it  will  be  w’ell  if 
we  have  a  little  conversation  among  our¬ 
selves. 

Sir  JOHX  BRAY  :  I  should  like  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Henry  Parkes — because 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  facilitate  busi¬ 
ness — to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
objects  of  federation  until  after  w'e  liave 
considered  the  framing  of  a  federal  consti¬ 
tution.  I  understood  from  his  speech  that 
it  w'as  our  first  duty  to  consider  the  fram¬ 
ing  of  a  constitution,  and  as  the  objects,  of 
course,  are  not  very  fully  set  out  in  the 
resolutions,  it  may  he  desirable  to  postpone 
their  consideration.  I  simply  ask  the  hon. 
member  for  information. 

Sir  HEXRY  PARKES  :  I  do  not  ad¬ 
mit  that  the  objects  are  set  out  at  all.  The 
w'ord  ‘*pro visions’’  in  the  resolutions  ought 
to  be  “conditions.”  I  wrote  it  “  condi- 
tion.s,”  but  how'  it  was  printed  “provi¬ 
sions  ”  I  do  not  exactly  know.  I  only 
indicate  these  things  as  conditions  which 
must  exist — not  as  the  ohjects  of  a  federal 
government,  but  as  the  conditions  that 
must  he  established  as  necessary  to  its 
existence — a  wdde  ditlerence,  as  the  hon. 
member  wdll  see.  Then  it  must  be  borne 
ill  mind  that  I  do  not  oUbr  these  resolu¬ 
tions  except  as  indicative  of  the  mind  of 
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the  delegates,  not  as  binding  on  any  one. 
For  that  reason,  1  liave  in  iny  address  just 
now  suggested  that  they  should  be  got  rid 
of  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  we  may  get 
into  real  work;  but  1  tliink  there  is  sufli- 
cient  in  them  to  indicate  whether,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  we  want  a  parliament  or  a  con¬ 
gress. 

Mr.  M  A  CROSS  AN  :  I  tliink  the  sug¬ 
gestion  thrown  out  by  the  lion,  member, 
]\Ir.  Deakin,  miglit  veiy  well  be  accepted. 
There  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  on  this  re¬ 
solution  before  it  is  put  to  the  Committee, 
and  I  shall  be  quite  prepared  to  go  on  and 
say  something  at  2  o’clock  if  you  will  ac¬ 
cept  the  suggestion. 

Sir  Hknry  Parkes  :  I  am  quite  pre¬ 
pared  to  do  so  ! 

Preamble  postponed. 

(1.)  That  the  powers  and  privileges  and  terri¬ 
torial  rights  of  tlie  several  existing  colonies 
shall  remain  intact,  except  in  resj>ect  to  such 
surrenders  as  may  be  agreed  upon  as  necessary 
and  incidental  to  tlic  power  and  autliority  of 
the  National  Federal  (Government. 

Mi-.  MACROSSAN  :  I  think  that  if 
we  agree  to  this  resolution  without  discus- 
.sion,  we  shall  agree  to  far  more  than  we 
intend  to  agree  to.  I  presume  that,  when 
we  have  discussed  these  resolutions  one  by 
one,  and  amended  them  in  whatever  form 
we  chose,  instructions  will  be  given  to  a 
committee  to  found  a  bill  which  will  be 
our  constitution  act  upon  the  resolutions 
as  agreed  to.  Therefore,  I  think  we  shall 
l>e  acting  a  little  too  hastily  if  we  allow  a 
resolution  of  this  kind  to  pass  without  full 
and  fair  discussion.  The  resolution  provides 
tl  lat  the  powers  and  privileges  and  territorial 
rights  of  the  several  existing  colonies  shall 
remain  intact — that  is,  that  the  federal  con¬ 
stitution  shall  guarantee  the  present  powers 
and  privileges  of  the  legislatures  as  they 
exist  at  present.  I  do  not  quite  agree  with 
that.  Some  of  the  legislatures  have  powers 
and  privileges  which  will  be  rather  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  working  of  a  federal  con¬ 
stitution.  For  instance,  take  the  colony  of 


Queensland,  which  I  am  here  to  repre¬ 
sent.  It  has  a  nominee  upper  house.  One 
of  tlie  privileges  of  that  upper  house  is  that 
its  constitution  cannot  be  altered  unless 
with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  its  mem¬ 
bers,  and  also  two-thirds  of  tlie  members 
of  the  A.ssembly.  I  do  not  think  we 
sliould  guarantee  that  in  the  constitution 
act.  I  believe  that  one  of  the  first  things 
which  the  different  legislatures  will  do 
after  a  federal  constitution  is  adopted  will 
be  to  change  their  present  constitutions, 
so  as  to  put  all  their  upper  houses  on  a 
more  liberal  basis,  and  bring  them  into 
thorough  accord  with  the  opinions  of  the 
people  ill  the  same  way  as  are  the  senates 
of  the  different  states  of  America.  lion, 
gentlemen  know  that  the  senates  of  the 
different  .states  are  elected  on  a  universal 
suffrage  francliise.  The  only  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  elections  of  scnatoi's  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  difterent  .states,  is  that  the 
electorate  for  the  senate  is  upon  a  broader 
basis,  that  is,  it  is  a  larger  electorate. 
Every  state  senate  is  elected  by  universal 
suffrage. 

Colonel  Smith  :  For  one  year  ! 

Mr.  ]MACROSSAN  :  No  ;  for  different 
periods — some  for  two,  three,  and  four 
years.  There  are  not  two  alike  as  to  the 
period  ;  but  they  are  all  alike  as  to  the 
electoral  franchise.  I  believe,  as  I  said, 
that  one  of  the  fii*st  acts  wliich  our  difier- 
ent  legislatures — especially  the  legislature 
of  Queensland,  which  has  a  nominee  house, 
and  probably  the  legislature  of  this  colony 
also — will  be,  to  become  more  in  accord 
with  the  federal  constitution  act  itself. 
Therefore,  if  wc  guarantee  this  privilege 
which  our  nominee  House  possesses,  wc 
shall  actually  have  to  break  the  federal 
compact.  Before  we ’can  admit  the  legis¬ 
lature  of  that  colony  into  the  federal  com¬ 
pact,  we  must  amend  it,  and  1  have  no  doubt 
that  there  will  be  some  great  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  amending  our  constitution  act 
after  wo  have  adopted  it.  I  anticipate 
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that  it  will  not  be  so  easy  of  amendment 
as  many  lion,  members  would  wish  it  to 
bo.  I  myself  would  not  wish  it  to  be  too 
ea.sy  of  amendment.  I  think  that  some  of 
our  present  constitutions  are  too  easily 
amended.  Tlien,  as  to  the  words  ‘‘  tlie 
territorial  rights  of  the  .several  existing 
colonies  shall  remain  intact,^’  of  course 
that  means  that  the  boundaries,  as  they 
exist  at  pi'csent,  are  to  be  guaranteed 
to  the  several  colonies  without  any  altera¬ 
tion  whatever.  I  believed  when  I  saw 
this  that  this  was  put  in  to  allay  a  cer¬ 
tain  suspicion  which  existed  in  the  minds 
of  the  peojde  of  New  South  Wales,  that 
some  of  its  neighbours  had  an  insidious 
intention  to  deprive  it  of  territory.  I 
do  not  think  that  any  such  intention  has 
ever  existed,  and  certainly  under  a  federal 
constitution,  with  free-trade  between  the 
different  colonies,  there  will  be  no  induce¬ 
ment  for  any  colony  to  desire  any  exten¬ 
sion  of  its  territory  at  the  expense  of  its 
neighbour.  I  am  quite  certain  that 
Queensland  never  has  had  any  such  inten¬ 
tion.  But  this  wull  preclude  the  people  of 
an  integral  portion  of  the  colony,  who 
think  that  it  is  time  for  it  to  assume  the 
character  of  an  independent  state,  from 
assuming  it  without,  as  I  said  before, 
breaking  the  fedeml  compact.  Instead  of 
guaranteeing  the  territorial  rights  as  they 
exist  at  present,  it  would  be  much  better 
if  we  adopt  a  clause  which  is  in  the 
Federal  Constitution  of  America,  namely, 
article  4,  section  3,  which  j)roviJes  : 

New  states  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  this  union  ;  but  no  new  state  shall  be  formed 
or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other 
state  ;  nor  any  state  be  formed  by  the  junction 
of  two  or  more  states,  or  parts  of  states,  without 
the  consent  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states  con¬ 
cerned,  as  well  as  of  the  Congress. 

I  think  that  that  would  be  asuflicient guaran¬ 
tee  against  any  attempt  to  take  away  the 
territory  belonging  to  any  state.  When  the 
legislature  of  the  state  is  consulted,  and 
gives  its  consent,  I  think  then  it  should  be 
[J/r.  Macrossan, 


allowed,  and  if  a  clause  of  that  description 
is  put  into  the  federal  constitution  bill, 
there  will  be  no  necessity  afterwards  to 
alter  the  bill,  but  to  carefully  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  that  law.  A  similar 
clause  also  exists  in  the  Constitution  Act 
of  Canada,  what  is  called  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Constitution  Act  of  1867.  Therefore 
I  think  that  we  sliould  amend  this  resolu¬ 
tion  or  reject  it  entirely,  with  the  under¬ 
standing  that  the  framers  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  act  will  bear  in  mind  that  clause 
which  I  have  just  read,  and  also  bear  in 
mind  that  the  present  powers  and  privi- 
lege.s  of  the  different  legislatures  should 
not  be  guaranteed  to  them  as  they  exist 
at  present.  Then  we  come  to  the  words, 
‘‘  except  in  respect  to  such  surrenders  as 
may  be  agreed  upon.^^  What  surrenders 
have  we  agreed  upon  1  Have  we  agreed 
at  present  to  make  any  surrender  ? 

Mf.  Deakin  :  Hereafter  agreed  upon  ! 

Mr.  M  ACROSS  AN  :  Passing  this  over 
without  discussing  it,  hon.  membei'S  will 
see  at  once  it  is  absurd,  for  we  must  first 
agree  as  to  what  surrenders  we  are  going  to 
make  to  the  fedeiu.!  authority,  before  we 
can  make  it  a  working  authority.  I  do  not 
know  what  is  the  meaning  of  those  words. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Now  agreed  upon 
— agreed  upon  in  the  constitution  1 

Mr.  MACROSSAN  :  We  have  to  give 
instructions  to  the  framers  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  act.  The  framers  of  the  constitution 
act  v/ill  not  know  what  to  put  into  it  un¬ 
less  tliey  get  instructions  from  us — unless 
some  idea  of  wliat  our  intention.s 
are.  Therefore,  I  say  we  ought  to  agree 
first  of  all  on  what  we  are  going  to  sur¬ 
render  to  the  federal  authority.  When 
that  is  done,  the  rest  will  be  plain  sailing 
so  far  as  this  clause  is  concerned. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  May  I  be  permitted  to  ask 
the  hon.  member,  are  we  to  understand 
that  he  desires  to  say  that  the  powers  of 
the  local  legi.slatures  are  to  be  interfered 
with  by  the  federal  constitution  act  ? 
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Mr.  MACROSSAN  :  I  do  not  say  any 
sucli  tiling  ;  but  I  say  that  the  power.s  of  the 
present  con.stitutions,  as  they  exist,  should 
not  be  guaranteed  in  the  federal  compact. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  believe  that  there  is 
no  lion,  ineiiiber  of  this  Convention  who 
lias  any  idea  of  interfering  in  any  way 
with  tlie  constitution  of  the  various  legis¬ 
latures  in  the  various  colonies ;  in  fact,  I 
always  understood  that  what  this  meant 
was  that  their  powei^  were  to  remain  as 
they  are  now — powers  to  change  or  to 
retain  their  constitutions  as  they  now' 
are — but  that  the  federal  constitution  shall 
contain  no  clause  wdiatever  that  will  in  the 
slightest  degree  interfere  with  the  rights, 
powers,  and  privileges  of  the  local  legisla¬ 
tures,  whatever  they  are. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Here  stands  one 
hon.  member  who  says  that  he  believes 
that  the  new  federal  constitution  ought  to 
interfere  with  the  powers  of  the  states,  and 
that  we  ought  to  frame  a  truly  federal  con¬ 
stitution  suited  alike  to  the  states  and  to 
the  general  government.  That  is  the  very 
essence  of  every  constitution  act.  If  the 
hon.  member  will  refer  to  the  various  con¬ 
stitution  acts  he  will  find  that  the  constitu¬ 
tions  of  all  the  states  are  settled  by  them, 
and  the  constitution  of  the  general  govern¬ 
ment  likewise.  There  is  a  peculiar  neces¬ 
sity  for  doing  tliat  here.  I  believe  that 
there  is  no  single  state  in  Australasia  w  hich 
has  framed  its  own  constitution,  or  w'hich 
lias  even  been  fully  heard  as  to  the  way  in 
which  its  constitution  was  to  be  formed. 
Mr.  Playford  :  Yes — South  Australia  1 
Mr.  Munro  :  We  amended  them  all  1 
Mr.  Gillies  :  They  drafted  them  origin¬ 
ally  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  How  can  there 
be  any  fair  amendment  in  those  states  in 
which  there  are  nominated  upper  houses 
— in  W'hich  any  measure  originated  in  tlie 
lower  house  for  that  purpo.so  has  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  sanction  of  the  upper  house  ? 
Hon.  gentlemen  will  see  that  there  is  no 


freedom  whatever  under  a  constitution  of 
that  kind.  I  believe  that  the  very  essence 
of  a  federal  constitution  should  be  such  as 
was  giv'cii  to  New  Zealand — that  is,  that 
w'e  should  recommend  that  there  should 
be  an  elected  head  of  the  colony  —  call 
him  lieutenant-governor,  superintendent,  or 
wliatever  you  please — and  that  thereshould 
be  two  elective  houses — an  elected  upper 
house  and  an  elected  low'er house — and  that 
we  should  say  nothing  more  than  that,  and 
let  that  body  meet  and  let  them  frame  the 
constitution  for  the  colony — that  is,  in  its 
minor  details.  In  New  Zealand  some  pro¬ 
vinces  had  responsible  governments,  others 
adopted  the  plan  of  the  United  States;  .slight 
differences  in  their  government  and  various 
forms  of  gov'ernment  were  allow'ed  as  the 
people  pleased  to  choose,  and  that  producer! 
most  perfect  satisfaction.  Naturally  I  feel 
a  desire  that  the  constitution  should  bo 
such  that  New  Zealand  might  come  into 
the  federation,  possibly — that  a  loop-hole 
should  be  left  w'hen  the  wdiole  question  is 
thoroughly  understood — and  I  say  that 
New  Zealand  should,  if  it  did  come  under 
such  a  constitution,  know  that  it  could  get 
rid  of  its  nominated  upper  house. 

Mr.  Playford  :  What  has  that  to  do 
with  it  1 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  All  I  ask  is  that 
W'e  should  leave  a  fair  opportunity  to  the 
people  to  choose  their  form  of  government, 
ill  what  is  really  a  form  of  local  self-govern¬ 
ment  of  the  highest  kind.  If  they  are  al- 
low'ed  to  choose  their  form  of  government  I 
maintain  that  they  w'ill  establish  as  perfect 
a  form  of  local  self-government  in  every  In- 
stance  as  could  possibly  be  obt.ained,  and 
this  clause  which  enacts  that  all  these 
states  or  provinces  are  to  keep  the  same 
form  of  government  wdiicli  they  have  now, 
is,  ill  the  case  of  those  which  are  under  a 
nominated  upper  house,  to  decree  that  they, 
perhaps,  for  a  century  shall  go  on  without 
getting  rid  of  that  nominee  upper  house. 
You  cannot  believe  that  a  nominee  body  is 
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likely  to  destroy  itself.  That  wouhl  be  their 
only  hope  of  getting  rid  of  a  nominated  legis¬ 
lature.  If,  as  the  New  Zealand  Constitution 
was  formed,  if,  as  the  Canadian  Con.stitu- 
tion  was  formed,  you  began  at  the  begin¬ 
ning,  that  is,  with  states,  and  gave  states  a 
perfectly  free  form  of  government,  such  as 
would  instil  into  tlic  minds  of  the  people 
rigid  notions  regarding  legislation,  and 
leave  them  to  carefully  watch  everything 
done  by  the  persons  they  themselves  have 
sent  to  the  legislature,  you  would  educate 
the  whole  class  of  men  in  the  country  and 
would  attach  them  to  their  government 
tlirough  a  sense  of  self-interest.  They 
would  become  fond  of  tlie  constitution 
under  which  they  live ;  tlicy  would  study 
its  details,  and  I  say  you  would  raise  a 
nation  to  the  highest  possible  degree  to 
which  men  could  attain.  That  worked 
well  in  New  Zealand  for  twenty  years,  and 
I  think  a  fair  trial  should  be  given  to  it 
lK:*re.  I  do  believe  in  my  heart  that  if 
this  great  assembly  should  lend  itself  to 
impose  for  a  long  period  a  form  of  con¬ 
stitution  on  the  different  colonies  which 
tliey  can  have  no  hope  of  getting  rid  of  if 
they  dislike  it,  they  will  neglect  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  doing  a  great  amount  of  good, 
they  will  throw  away  one  of  the  greatest 
chances  a  young  nation  has  ever  had  of 
getting  at  once  into  a  position  of  full 
freedom,  and  I  believe  there  is  not  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  Convention  who  will  not  live 
to  regret  that  he  did  not  obtain  for  his 
country  the  great  advantages  which  it  is 
now  in  his  power  to  gain  for  it. 

Mr.  PLAcYFORD  :  It  appears  to  me 
that  if  we  attempt  to  make  constitutions 
for  all  the  Australian  colonies  we  shall  l)e 
going  outside  our  functions.  I  do  not  un¬ 
derstand  that  we  were  sent  here  to  draw 
constitutions  for  the  various  Australian 
colonies ;  and  I  can  assure  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  George  Grey,  that,  as  far  as  the 
Constitution  of  South  Australia  is  con¬ 
cerned,  we  drew  it  ounselves,  and  if  we  are 
[‘Sir  George  Grey, 


not  perfectly  satisfied  with  it,  we  have  the 
power,  under  certain  restrictions,  to  amend 
it  ourselves.  We  do  not  want  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  this  or  any  other  body  in  amend¬ 
ing  our  Constitution,  and  I  believe  it  is 
the  same  with  regard  to  the  various  other 
colonies.  With  reference  to  the  particu¬ 
lar  proposition  that  we  are  considering,  T 
look  uj>on  it  as  only  declaratory  on  our 
part  as  to  what  shall  be  the  principle  on 
which  the  drafting  of  the  bill  sliall  pro¬ 
ceed.  When  we  fii'st  met  in  ]Mell)Ourne 
two  forms  of  constitution  were  promul¬ 
gated,  one  based  on  the  Canadian  Constitu¬ 
tion,  and  the  other  not  so  based.  The  first 
idea  was  to  have  a  constitution  in  which 
the  powers  of  tlie  local  legislatures  were 
strictly  defined,  the  residuum  of  power  to 
re.st  entirely  with  the  federal  government. 
At  that  time  I  objected  to  that,  and 
pointed  out  that  we  should  most  strictly 
define  and  limit  the  powers  of  the  central 
goveiTLinent,  and  leave  all  other  powers 
not  so  defined  to  the  local  legislatures. 
This  is  all  that  the  proposal  declares  :  That 
the  draftsman  shall  lay  down  all  such 
powers  as  are  necessary  for  tlie  2)roper  con¬ 
duct  of  the  federal  government,  and  not 
interfere  in  the  slightest  degree  with  any 
other  powers  of  the  local  legislatures.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  guarantee  either  that  the 
nominee  upper  house  shall  or  sliall  not  con¬ 
tinue.  We  guarantee  nothing.  We  leave 
the  states  with  thepowers  and  privileges  to 
alter  their  constitutions  as  they  deem  fit. 
We  do  not  go  beyond  that.  This  is  merely 
a  declaratory  clause,  declaring  what  our 
intention  is — tliat  we  do  not  intend  to 
give  the  residue  of  power  to  tlie  central 
authority,  but  to  leave  that  in  the  state. 
That  is  the  position  we  lay  down  lierc. 
Originally,  it  was  not  intended  by  Sir 
Henry  Parkes  to  put  that  in  the  resolu¬ 
tions  ;  hut  it  was  thought  better  that  it 
should  appear  in  the  resolutions  to  allay  any 
jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  local  authori¬ 
ties  lest  they  might  think  that  the  federal 
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government  was  going  to  grasj)  too  much 
power.  Fnderthe  circumstances,  the  clause 
may  well  pass. 

Sir  eTOlIN  DOWNER  :  What  this 
clause  provides  is  that  the  powers  and 
privileges  of  the  parliaments  of  the  exist* 
ing  colonies  shall  remain  intact.  The 
j)Owers  and  privileges  of  the  states,  amongst 
which  is  that  of  changing  their  constitu¬ 
tions  if  they  please,  are  to  remain  as  they 
are  now,  except  so  far  as  they  are  sub* 
ti'acted  from  by  the  specific  powers  given 
to  the  federal  parliament.  I  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  anything  more  clearly  expressed,  or 
more  com[)letely  misunderstood  by  some 
hon.  members.  As  to  the  second  part  of 
the  hon.  member,  ^Ir.  Macrossan’s  objec¬ 
tion  as  to  territorial  rights,  I  am  disposed 
to  agree  with  him  that  the  matter  might 
have  been  better  expressed  here.  It  would 
have  been  betterif  these  words  “  territorial 
rights”  liad  not  been  inserted  at  all,  but 
that  there  should  have  been  another  sub¬ 
division,  providing  that  the  territory  of 
no  colony  should  be  interfered  with  with¬ 
out  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  that 
colony. 

Mr.  Playford  :  It  is  understood  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  Of  course ;  but 
it  would  have  been  well  if  it  had  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  more  particularly.  From  state¬ 
ments  which  have  appeared  in  the  public 
press  it  seems  to  have  been  thought  in 
New  South  Wales  that  one  great  object 
of  this  Convention  was  in  some  insidious 
Avay  to  give  power  to  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  to  interfere  Avith  territorial  rights 
Avitliout  consulting  the  particular  state. 
Of  course  I  believe  it  Avill  be  most  ex¬ 
pressly  provided  for  in  tlie  bill;  and  I  think 
that  these  general  Avords  simply  direct  at¬ 
tention  to  tlie  matter  to  lay  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  a  bill  Avhich  Avill  be  based  on  the 
understanding  Avhicli  Ave  all  have  on  the 
.subject,  and  Avhich  Avill  be  fairly  carried 
out  by  the  Avords  as  they  are  liere.  Cer¬ 
tainly  we  are  not  here  to  make  constitu¬ 


tions  for  the  diflerent  colonies,  but  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  constitutions  of  all  the  colonie.s, 
except  so  far  as  Ave  tliink  it  necessary  to 
take  from  their  powers  those  Avhich  are  to 
be  oxpre.ssly  defined  and  v/liich  can  be 
most  beneficially  exeiei.sed  by  the  federal 
legislature. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  It  Ls  un¬ 
fortunate  that  we  should  have  to  discus.s 
this  rc.solution  in  the  ab.sence  of  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  Avho  I  regret  is  unable  to  be  hero. 
I  understand  the  resolution  as  it  is  under¬ 
stood  by  the  hon.  members,  Mr.  Playford 
and  Sir  John  Downer,  and  I  do  not  .share 
the  apprehensions  Avhich  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Macro.ssan,  feels  as  to  the  Avords  of  the 
re.solution.  I  understand  that  what  is  meant 
is  that  the  constitutions  and  powers  of  the 
states  are  not  to  be  interfered  with,  except 
as  regards  certain  poAA'ers  which  can  not  be  ex¬ 
ercised  by  a  state  parliament,  and  which  must 
be  giA’en  to  the  federal  parliament,  and  that 
these  are  to  be  defined  in  the  constitution 
that  is  to  be  framed.  I  do  not  see  reason  for 
any  apprehension  as  to  interference  Avith 
the  constitution  of  the  states,  or  with  terri¬ 
torial  rights.  The  hon.  member,  Mr.  Mac- 
rossan,  takes  a  great  interest,  as  I  do,  in  the 
question  which  lias  been  agitated,  for  the 
separation  of  Queensland,  although  we  do 
not  take  the  .same  vieAv.  I  apprehend  that 
if  the  federal  parliament  is  to  exercise  the 
functions  Avhich  it  ought  it  will  ha\'e  to 
determine  AA'liether  there  shall  he  separa¬ 
tion,  and  on  Avhat  terms  the  new  states 
shall  be  admitted  to  the  federal  union. 
That  is  one  of  the  necessary  powers  of  a 
national  federal  government.  I  interpret 
the  resolution  in  that  sense.  I  quite  agree 
that  the  Parliament  of  Queensland,  or  of 
any  other  colony  affected,  ought  also  to 
concur.  Rut  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  Avill  be  quite 
Avilling  to  agree  to  any  modification  of 
these  Avords  in  order  to  make  that  more 
clear.  I  caii  assure  my  lion,  friend,  Mr. 
jMacrossan,  that  I  entirely  agree  with  him 
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in  all  lie  said,  and  holding  those  views,  I 
think  we  are  quite  safe  in  accepting  the 
resolution  as  it  is  framed. 

Sir  PATKTCK  JENNINGS  :  I  must 
confess  tliat  I  was  a  little  surprised  at 
the  observations  of  my  hon.  friend,  Mr. 
Macrossan.  I  do  not  think  it  is  our  pro¬ 
vince  here  to  say  that  none  of  the  states 
of  Austi-alia  shall  in  any  way  alter  their 
present  constitutions.  I  do  not  see  why, 
if  any  particular  colony  choose  to  have  a 
nominated  upper  house,  they  should  not  be 
ailow’ed  to  have  it.  They  may  go  further 
and  have  only  one  bouse  far  as  we  are 
concerned.  The  resolution  is  only  a  decla¬ 
ratory  introduction  to  the  subject  with  which 
we  are  to  deal.  W e  wdsh  to  declare  that  we 
have  no  intention  and  no  desire  to  interfere 
with  the  powers,  the  privileges,  or  the  terri¬ 
torial  rights  of  the  sevei'al  colonies  ;  that 
they  shall  remain  intact.  The  colonies 
framed  their  constitution  acts,  they  can 
alter  them  in  the  way  provided  for  therein, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  in  the  power 
of  the  different  states  to  make  changes  in 
their  constitutions  or  to  remain  as  they 
are  just  as  they  choose.  That  will  not 
affect  the  federal  power  in  any  way,  and  I 
am  glad  to  find  that  there  is  an  express 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  delegates  from 
the  other  colonies  to  impress  on  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  this  colony  that  any  sus¬ 
picions  of  an  intention  to  interfere  with 
the  territorial  limits  of  New  South  Wales 
are  repudiated  by  the  whole  of  those  dele¬ 
gates.  What  powers,  what  surrenders 
may  be  incidental  will  be,  perhaps,  a  thhig 
difficult  to  define.  But  they  must  be  inci¬ 
dental  to  the  necessary  powders  of  the  fede¬ 
ral  parliament. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  They  must  be  defined 
in  the  long  run  ! 

Sir  PATRICK  JENNINGS  :  Perhaps 
this  is  an  appropriate  time  to  frame  the 
definitions. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  No;  in  the  cou.stitution 
bill! 

[Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 


Sir  PATRICK  JENNINGS:  We  know 
that  certain  surrenders  must  be  made. 
We  are  also  told  that  the  powers  and  pri¬ 
vileges  and  territorial  rights  of  the  diller- 
ent  colonies  shall  remain  intact.  There¬ 
fore  it  will  be  quite  proper  for  the  Con¬ 
vention  to  clothe  the  federal  parliament 
with  all  those  powers  and  privileges  which 
are  absolutely  essential  to  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  The  federal  power  must  be  strong, 
it  must  be  respected,  it  must  have  suffi¬ 
cient  life,  and  must  be  worthy  of  the  work 
that  we  want  to  accomplish.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  all  the  powers  that  will  be  needed 
by  the  central  gov^ernment  will  be  freely 
surrendered.  I  therefore  a  in  inclined  to 
regard  the  resolution  as  an  instruction  to 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  bill ;  and  I 
think  it  should  remain  as  it  is,  unless  it 
be  desired  that  some  hint  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  surrenders  should  be  given. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  should  wish 
to  remind  the  Committee  that  we  are  not 
here  to  form  a  federal  parlia}iient,  but  that 
we  arc  here  to  form  a  federal  constitution. 
I  felt  most  grateful  to  the  Preuiier  of 
South  Australia  for  the  a.ssistance  which 
he  afforded  me.  The  hon.  member  stated, 
and  I  saw  a  look  of  satisfaction  on  his 
countenance,  that  South  Australia  was 
allowed  to  draw  its  own  Constitution,  and 
that  it  had  not  a  nominated  upper  house. 
I  envied  him,  and  I  felt  that  surely  he 
would  help  other  parts  of  Australasia  to 
obtain  so  great  a  blessing  as  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  has  obtained  for  lierself. 

Mr.  Playford  :  I  tliink  democracy  would 
get  on  just  as  well  with  a  nominated  upper 
house,  and  sometimes  better  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  The  answer  to 
that  is,  that  I  liave  not  proposed  to  force 
any  kind  of  council  upon  the  states  ;  but 
what  I  propose  is  this  :  that  a  state,  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  the  freedom  to  elect  its  legis¬ 
lature,  the  upper  house  being  elected  simply 
upon  a  different  franchise  from  the  repre¬ 
sentative  house,  that  is,  a  franchise  of  the 
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whole  state — 1  suppose  we  shall  grant  that 
— it  shall  then  he  left  to  that  free  legisla¬ 
ture  to  determine  what  form  of  government 
it  will  have.  Tliere  would  be  nothing  to 
prevent  them,  the  people  of  any  state,  from 
maintaining  tlieir  beloved  upper  house,  if 
they  tliouglit  lit.  I  would  not  shut  them 
off  from  a  blessing  of  that  kind  if  they  de¬ 
sired  it ;  but  when  we  know  that  this  Con¬ 
vention  has  the  power  of  giving  to  all  Aus¬ 
tralia  so  great  and  magnificent  a  gift  as  it 
can  bestow  upon  it — tliat  is,  that  each  state 
should  choose  its  own  legislature - 

Mr.  Munko  :  We  all  have  that  now  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Is  it  freedom 
that  we  should  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  nomi¬ 
nated  upper  house,  and  that  witliout  the 
consent  of  that  nominated  upper  house  we 
cannot  change  it  into  an  electiv^e  one  1 
For  how  many  years  may  v/e  have  to 
struggle  before  w^e  can  get  a  benefit  of 
that  kind  ?  For,  remember,  every  federal 
constitution  has  l>€en  drawn  with  a  dis¬ 
tinct  declaration  as  to  the  powders  of  the 
states.  That  is  the  meaning  of  a  federal 
constitution.  I  ask  you  to  put  that  into 
your  bill,  not  by  a  few  w’ords  saying  that 
there  shall  be  no  interference  whatever, 
and  leading  people  to  believe  that  perhaps 
all  have  an  equal  constitution,  with  equal 
rights  and  with  equal  privileges,  and  yet 
absolutely  condemning  several  of  the  states 
to  continue  for  a  series  of  years  to  have  a 
legislature  which  is  not  the  legislature  of 
freedom.  For  a  nominated  upper  house 
is  even  worse  than  a  house  of  peers.  It  is 
different  in  its  composition,  it  is  differ¬ 
ent  in  its  character,  and  I  say  no  state 
can  really  be  free  which  is  governed  by  a 
nominated  upper  liouse,  and  can  make  no 
laws  which  that  nominated  upper  house 
does  not  agree  to.  WJiy  should  a  few  men 
possess  such  a  power  over  their  fellow -men 
as  to  say,  “However  you  long  for  a  certain 
law,  however  you  wish  a  change  to  be 
made,  no  such  law  shall  be  made,  no  such 
change  shall  be  effected^’  1  How  long  are 


a  people  free  when  they  cannot  make  such 
laws  as  they  like  without  the  consent  of  a 
body  composed  of  men  chosen,  not  because 
they  possess  any  special  qualifications,  but 
simply  because  of  ministerial  friendship,  or 
because  they  have  supported  certain  views? 
In  all  other  cases  of  framing  a  federal 
constitution  the  constitutions  of  the  states 
have  been  considered,  and  I  say  it  is  our 
bounden  duty  to  follow  that  example,  and 
to  give  the  greatest  amount  of  freedom  we 
can  to  our  fellow-men.  All  we  can  justly 
give,  all  they  merit  or  deserve,  we  ought 
to  bestow  upon  then).  To  tell  us  that  we 
should  not  come  in  and  join  this  great 
federal  body  without  agreeing  to  continue 
with  a  nominated  upper  house  is,  I  think, 
imposing  upon  ns  a  burden  wdiich  we  can¬ 
not  be  expected  to  undertake ;  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  not  just  to  the  people  of  any 
one  of  the  colonies,  when  we  require  to 
make  a  federal  constitution,  not  to  give 
them  the  freest,  the  most  liberal  constitu¬ 
tion  that  we  can.  There  are  no  words  in 
the  resoliition  to  justify  us  in  saying  that 
we  have  only  to  create  a  federal  parlia¬ 
ment.  That  is  directly  contrary  to  the  fact. 
We  are  here  to  create  a  federal  constitu¬ 
tion,  and  all  I  ask  is  to  give  to  the  states 
the  power  of  framing  their  own  form  of 
government. 

Mr.  Kixgstox  :  They  have  it  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  How  have  they 
it  ?  Have  they  it  with  a  nominated  upper 
house  ?  Not  at  all. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Swamp  them  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  We  might  have 
to  struggle  with  them  for  years  ;  every 
one  knows  that  that  is  the  case.  It  is  our 
duty  as  statesmen  to  sketch  out  a  liberal 
federal  constitution  applicable  to  all  the 
states.  If  you  intend  to  preserve  a 
nominee  upper  house  in  some  of  the  colo¬ 
nies,  place  the  provision  in  your  bill  fivirly; 
that  is  the  proper  way. 

Sir  Patrick  Jenxings  :  It  is  proposed 
to  leave  things  as  they  are  I 
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Bir  GEOEGE  GEEY"  :  If  you  want  to 
make  a  federal  constitution,  it  should  be 
a  constitution  adapted  to  every  state,  and 
the  power  of  alteration  should  be  given. 

Sir  Patrick  Jennings:  We  have  the 
jx)wcr  of  alteration  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY:  Not  by  the 
people. 

Sir  Patrick  Jennings:  Yes:  in  each 
state  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY:  Yes;  but  not 
by  the  people. 

Sir  Patrick  Jennings  :  If  the  people 
desire  a  nominee  upper  house,  why  should 
they  not  have  it  ? 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  YYe  must  make 
allowance  for  human  infirmity.  Is  it  pos¬ 
sible  that  the  claims  of  friendship  can  be 
neglected?  Is  it  possible  that  family 
claims  can  be  altogether  overlooked  ?  Is 
it  possible  that  the  claims  of  colleagues 
who  have  helped  one  for  yeai*s  can  be 
overlooked  ?  Could  not  the  government 
of  the  day  put  into  a  nominated  legislative 
council  an  old  man  like  my.self,  simply 
to  get  rid  of  him?  We  know’  perfectly 
well  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  have 
a  fairly  nominated  ui)per  house.  Has 
England  ever  had  a  fairly  nominated  house 
of  peers?  Have  not  the  nominations  to 
that  chamber  been  made  cluefly  through 
friendship  and  interest  ?  In  very  few 
cases  indeed  have  peers  been  nominated 
on  account  of  their  great  qualities. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  Mostly  on  account  of 
money  ! 

Mr.  Munro:  Nearly  all  arc  peers  hv 
birth  ! 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Birth  and  breweries  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  IMoney,  I  ad- 
mit,  has  been  a  great  factor,  and  so  it  will 
be  in  the  case  of  nominated  upper  houses  in 
Australia.  All  that  I  say  is  that  now,  when 
we  have  this  great,  this  miglity  power  of 
making  a  really  federal  constitution,  why 
should  w’e  not  go  as  far  as  the  colony  of 
New  Zealand  went,  and  give  to  each  state 
\_Sir  George  Grey, 


the  complete  power  to  choose  their  own 
legislature  I  If  they  desire  to  pass  a  law' 
providing  for  a  nominated  upper  liousc, 
give  them  the  pow’er  to  do  so,  I  ask  yon, 
having  it  in  your  power  to  give  so  great  a 
gift,  not  to  close  your  liaiid  and  keep  it. 
The  people  of  this  young  country  are 
about  to  spring  into  national  life,  and  now’ 
is  the  time  to  give  them  this  power,  toon- 
courage  them  to  do  tlieir  duty,  and  to 
open  up  all  the  avenues  of  public  life 
upon  fair  and  just  principles.  We  are  re¬ 
quired  to  frame  a  federal  constitution  for 
these  colonies,  and  if  hon.  membei's  de¬ 
termine  to  form  only  a  federal  parliament, 
let  them  at  least  have  the  candour  to  admit 
that  they  are  not  fulfilling  their  instruc¬ 
tions,  although  they  are  doing  that  which 
they  think  will  be  for  the  best. 

Mr.  MU  NRG  :  I  confess  that  although 
I  followed  the  last  speaker  as  closely  as  I 
could,  I  do  not  even  now’  undei-stand  what 
he  wants. 

Mr.  Fvsii  :  AVe  understand  wdiat  he 
w’aiits;  but  the  question  is  how  w’e  arc  to 
give  it  I 

Mr.  MUNRO:  As  I  understand  the 
hon.  member,  he  desires  that  this  Conven¬ 
tion  shall  give  to  the  local  governments  of 
these  colonies  the  same  powders  as  w’ere 
given  to  them  by  the  British  Parliament 
originally  in  their  constitutions.  If  that  is 
wdiat  the  hon.  gentleman  means,  I  do  not 
think  w^e  have  tlie  power  to  do  so.  All 
that  W’e  are  asked  to  do  is  to  draft  a  con¬ 
stitution  for  a  federal  government.  I  am 
afraid  tlie  lion,  member  misunderstands 
the  real po.sit ion  of  the  Constitution  of  these 
colonies.  In  the  original  constitutions  of 
the  various  colonies,  as  far  as  I  know' — 
and  I  am  certain  that  it  was  the  case 
in  A^ictoria  —  provision  w'as  made  for 
an  alteration  of  the  Constitution  by  the 
consent  of  a  certain  majority.  And  wo 
have,  in  course  of  time,  altered  onr  Con¬ 
stitution  now  and  again  until  w'e  have  the 
Constitution  we  want.  A’^ery  vrell.  AVhat 
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more  can  be  asked  when  eacli  of  the  jiar- 
liaincnts  has  tJie  power  within  itself  to 
frame  a  constitution  as  it  thinks  proper  ? 
If  Victoria  says,  “We  prefer  a  constitu¬ 
tion  witli  an  elective  upper  chamber,’’  and 
if  New  South  Wales  says,  “A  constitution 
with  a  nominee  chamber  suits  us  better,’’ 
it  is  not  for  Victoria  to  say  to  New  South 
Wales,  “  You  arc  wrong,”  or  vice  versd. 
Each  colony  must  be  allowed  independent 
action  in  that  respect.  The  legislatures  of 
the  different  colonies  have  done  that  which 
they  thought  best,  and  surely  this  body  is 
not  now  to  say  to  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria,  “You  have  had  power  all  along 
to  frame  your  Constitution,  we  do  not  be 
lieve  in  it,  and  we  want  to  give  you  some¬ 
thing  new.” 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  To  force  something 
]iew  upon  us ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  The  legislature  in  eacli 
colony  has  power  in  itself,  some  by  a  bare 
majority,  and  some  by  a  two-thirds  ma¬ 
jority,  without  reference  to  the  British 
Parliament,  or  any  one  else,  to  alter  its 
constitution. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  How  can  a  nominee 
ujDper  house  alter  its  constitution  ? 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  A  nominee  upper  house 
can  alter  its  constitution  if  there  be  a 
majority  in  favour  of  it. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  Hear,  hear  !  If  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  nominees  are  in  favour  of  it ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  venture  to  say  that  it 
would  be  much  easier  to  get  a  majority  in 
a  nominee  upper  house  than  in  an  elective 
upper  house  in  favour  of  the  will  of  tlie 
gov^ernnient  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Bautox  :  Six  times  as  easy  ! 

Sir  Patrick  Jennings  :  That  is  what 
Sir  Graliam  Berry  thought  ! 

ISFr.  iMUNRO  :  He  did,  certainly,  and 
1  dill  not  agree  with  him.  »Suppose  the 
people  of  New'  South  Wales  are  anxious  to 
alter  the  constitution  of  the  Upper  House, 
they  w'ould  have  to  agitate  in  the  first 
instance,  and  if  it  were  found  that  a 


majority  were  in  favour  of  it,  a  nominee 
majority  equally  in  favour  of  it  w'ould 
soon  be  forthcoming  at  the  Avill  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  day. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  Suppose  the  number  of 
the  nominee  chamber  w'ere  limited  ? 

^Ir.  MUNRO  :  1  do  not  know  of  any 
case  in  w  Inch  the  jiumber  of  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council  is  limited. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  ;  It  is  limited  in  Western 
Australia  ! 

Mr.  IMUNRO  :  That  is  a  young  colony, 
and  Western  Australia,  like  the  rest  of 
us,  will  have  to  fight  for  its  constitution. 
When  it  gets  a  proper  one  it  will  appre¬ 
ciate  it.  If  ill  Western  Australia  the 
mistake  has  been  made  of  limiting  the 
power  of  the  government  under  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  the  colony  will  have  to  do  as  wo 
had  to  do,  it  wdll  have  to  fight  for  its 
liberty  as  it  thinks  proper. 

Dr.  CocKBi  RN  :  Why  cannot  we  help 
them  ? 

Mr.  INIL^N  RO  :  We  have  no  right  to  do 
so.  Western  Australia  has  a  constitution 
of  its  ow  n,  for  which  the  people  asked. 

Sir  James  Lee-Steere  ;  No  ! 

Mr.  MtTNRO  :  I  myself  accompanied 
the  delegates  of  Western  Australia  wlieii 
they  went  to  London  to  ask  for  the  Con¬ 
stitution. 

Sir  James  Lke-Steere:  But  they  did  not 
ask  for  a  limited  nominee  upper  liouse  ! 

Mr.  jM  L  NRf)  :  I  know  that  ;  but  West¬ 
ern  Australia — or,  at  all  events,  its  dele¬ 
gates — accepted  it.  If  Western  Australia 
w’ants  something  difierent  from  a  nominee 
upper  house,  that  is  a  diflere.nt  thing. 

»Sir  James  Lee-Steere  :  We  are  going  to 
have  it  in  six  years  ! 

^Ir.  iMUNRO  :  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  of  it. 

Sir  James  Lee-Steere  :  The  Constitu¬ 
tion  says  we  shall  have  it  ! 

Mr.  iMUNRO  :  We  are  sent  here  for  a 
totally  different  purpose  than  interference 
with  tlie  constitution  of  any  of  the 
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colonies.  They  Lave  all  hail  the  power 
within  a  longer  or  .shorter  time  to  alter 
their  constitutions  as  they  thought  pro¬ 
per.  We  are  now  anxious  to  frame  a  con¬ 
stitution  for  a  federal  parliament.  If  wo 
do  that,  and  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have 
some  trouble  in  doing  it,  we  shall  have 
done  all  that  we  have  been  asked  to  do.  If 
we  commence  our  work  by  interfering 
with  the  constitutions  of  tlie  various 
colonies,  we  shall  find  that  we  have  en¬ 
tered  upon  a  task  which  is  interminable, 
and,  moreover,  we  should  never  succeed. 
The  colonies  would  listen  to  no  such  thin" 

O 

— they  would  protest. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  It  is  not  our  mission ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  would  say,  in  reply 
to  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Macrossan,  that 
the  people  of  Queensland  must  have  been 
sleeping  upon  their  rights  so  far  as  the 
alteration  of  tlie  constitution  of  their 
upper  house  is  concerned.  Our  Constitu¬ 
tion,  in  the  first  instance,  was  tlie  same  as 
that  of  Queensland,  and  we  could  not  alter 
it  except  by  a  two-thirds  majority  ;  but  one 
of  the  first  tiling  our  new  Parliament 
did  was  to  alter  the  law,  witli  the  result 
that  the  Constitution  can  now  be  altered 
at  the  will  of  a  majority  of  both  houses  of 
Pcirliament. 

Dr.  COCKBURX:  I  cannot  help  think¬ 
ing  that  this  question  may  go  deeper  than 
at  present  it  appeal’s  to  go.  It  may  practi¬ 
cally  decide  the  mode  in -Avhich  the  federal 
senate  shall  be  elected.  The  general  impres¬ 
sion  among  members,  so  far,  is  that  the 
federal  senate  is  to  be  elected  by  the  differ¬ 
ent  legislature.?. 

Hon.  Members  :  No  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  If  it  is  to  be  electetl 
by  the  different  legislatures  this  would  go 
te  the  root  of  the  matter.  I  do  not  think 
the  people  would  say  that  the  federal 
senate,  which  is  to  protect  the  rights  of 
the  states,  should  in  any  way  be  elected 
by  nominated  chambers.  It  has  been  said, 
Tliis  is  a  question  for  the  states  them- 
[J/?*.  2.[unro, 


selves.  Leave  every  state  to  do  as  it  likes.” 
I  am  not  altogether  sure  about  tliat.  This 
may  govern  the  whole  busine.ss,  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  nominated  upper  hou.ses  in  all 
the  colonies  in  which  they  now  obtain,  or 
in  any  one  of  them,  will  practically  mean 
tliat  the  senate  will  have  to  be  elected 
direct  by  the  electors. 

JMr.  Fitzgerald  :  That  is  not  a  terri¬ 
torial  right  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  It  may  be  a  terri¬ 
torial  right ;  becau.se  the  senate  is  to  pro¬ 
tect  state  rights  ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that 
it  is  wise  to  leave  a  matter  of  this  kind  in 
the  hands  of  the  individual  colonie.s  to 
deal  with  as  they  please.  I  do  not  think 
that  tliose  colonies  wliich  are  accustomed  at 
present  to  have  all  their  legislators  elected 
direct,  would  care  to  trust  the  privileges  of 
the  senate  to  a  number  of  senators  who 
would  not  be  elected  directly  or  indirectly 
by  the  people.  If  we  do  not  make  some 
provision  to  abolish  all  nominated  upper 
houses,  it  will  mean  that  the  senators 
will  be  elected  by  upper  houses  which  are 
not  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  country. 
I  would  rather  have  the  matter  left  in  that 
way,  so  as  to  have  the  senate  elected  direct 
by  the  people. 

BAKER :  I  think  that  some  hon. 
members  want  to  jump  the  fence  before 
^^4  to  it.  I  think  the  Lon.  member, 
Dr.  Cockburn,  is  very  much  “  too  previous” 
in  this  matter.  We  shall  not,  by  passing 
this  resolution,  settle  the  question  in  any 
way,  as  to  how  the  senators  are  to  be 
elected.  It  may  be  that  different  colonie.? 
may  elect  the  senators  in  a  manner  differ¬ 
ent  from  that  adopted  in  others.  Tliey  may 
elect  senators  for  different  terms.  We  shall 
have  to  discuss  that  question  later  on,  and 
we  should  get  on  much  faster  if  we  stuck 
to  the  resolution  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  trust  that  the  re¬ 
marks  of  lion,  members  will  be  accepted 
by  the  hon.  member.  Sir  George  Grc}'',  in 
the  .spirit  in  wliich  they  are  made.  I  am 
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«ure  no  representations  from  any  colony 
would  receive  more  consideration  than 
those  coming  from  New  Zealand,  and  that 
no  member  of  the  Convention  would  be 
listened  to  with  more  attention  and  with 
a  greater  desire  to  make  concessions,  than 
the  Iron,  member,  Sir  George  Grey.  The 
diliiculty  is  that  first  of  all  we  have  no 
authority  in  our  commission  to  enter  upon 
the  question  the  hon.  member  desires  us  to 
deal  with.  If  we  accept  the  argument  of 
the  hon.  member,  Dr.  Cockburn,  that  inas¬ 
much  as  the  representation  in  the  senate 
will  possibly  depend  to  some  extent  upon 
the  upper  houses  of  the  colonies,  w'e  should 
take  into  consideration  the  constitution 
of  those  upper  liouses,  it  needs  very  little 
refiection  to  indicate  that  we  must  on  the 
same  grounds  commence  to  consider  tire 
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Surely  that  is  something  we  arc  not  justi¬ 
fied  in  attempting.  We  are  not  entitled 
to  impose  any  conditions  upon  tire  accept¬ 
ance  of  a  federal  constitution.  Thi.s  will 
surely  involve  sufficient  difficulties  without 
our  adding  to  them.  I  say  this  because  I 
cordially  sympathise  both  w'ith  the  spirit 
and  object  of  tlie  remarks  of  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  George  Grey  ;  and  if  I  could 
bring  myself  to  believe  that  it  was  within 
the  scope  of  our  authority  to  undertake  the 
ta.sk  which  he  proposes,  I  would  cordially 
join  with  him. 

Sir  George  Grey  :  Leave  it  to  the  law' 
officers  of  the  Crown  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  We  are  obliged  to  leave 
it  to  those  who  are  more  interested — the 
people  of  the  several  colonies  under  the 
constitutions  wdiich  they  now'  enjoy.  I  ac- 
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are  sent  here,  as  the  lion,  member,  Mr. 
Playford,  truly  said,  to  frame  a  federal  con¬ 
stitution,  and  we  are  authorLsed  to  under¬ 
take  no  other  task.  If  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  George  Grey,  will  pardon  me,  it  seems 
to  me  that  his  language  w’as  capable  of 
being  misunderstood.  He  said  that  if  this 
Convention  were  to  neglect  to  take  the 
course  which  he  advised,  we  should  be  im¬ 
posing  on  New  Zealand  a  nominee  house, 
from  which  it  desires  to  be  freecL  Surely 
that  is  an  over-statement.  This  Conven¬ 
tion  imposes  nothing  upon  anybody.  It 
interferes  in  no  sense  with  the  constitution 
of  any  colony,  and  in  no  sense  lessens  any 
existing  power  of  altering  the  constitution 
of  any  colony.  If  w'e  commenced  any  such 
thankle.ss  labour  wc  should  place  ourselves 
in  tliis  anomalous  position  :  that  having 
been  sent  here  to  frame  a  federal  constitu¬ 
tion  for  the  whole  of  Australia,  we  should 
offer  it  to  the  colonies  on  condition  that 
they  alter  their  existing  constitutions. 


uuiuuncjiiai  tiuiuge;  'iTiere  are  other  direc- 
tions  in  w  hich  reform  would  be  equally  de¬ 
sirable  ;  but  we  are  not  authorised  to  enter 
into  those  questions.  There  are  some  re¬ 
forms  of  burning  necessity  ;  but,  however 
necessary  they  may  be,  however  great  our 
anxiety  may  be  to  accomplish  them,  we 
cannot  enter  upon  them.  Our  task  is  al¬ 
ready  surrounded  by  difficulties.  We  are 
weighted,  if  not  overw^eigbted  ;  and  we 
simply  dare  nob  add  another  to  the  many 
difficulties  under  wdiich  we  labour. 

Mr.  BAIITON :  I  w^ould  point  out,ashas 
been  suggested  by  the  hon.  member,  IVIr. 
Playford,  that  what  we  are  asked  to  deal 
w  ith  scarcely  comes  within  the  scope  of  the 
1st  resolution.  The  question  whether  w'e 
should  continue,  as  in  this  colony,  with  a 
constitution  involving  a  nominated  upper 
hou.se,  may  be  the  subject  of  debate  here¬ 
after.  It  cannot,  how^ever,  be  said  to  come 
'within the2)urview of  the  powders,  privileges, 
and  territorial  rights  referred  to  in  the  re¬ 
solution,  wdiich  are  quite  distinct  from  the 
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colonies.  They  have  all  had  tlie  power 
within  a  longer  or  shorter  time  to  alter 
their  constitutions  as  they  thought  pro¬ 
per.  We  are  now  anxious  to  frame  a  con¬ 
stitution  for  a  federal  parliament.  If  we 
do  that,  and  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have 
some  trouble  in  doing  it,  we  shall  have 
done  all  that  we  have  been  asked  to  do.  If 
we  commence  our  work  by  interfering 
with  the  constitutions  of  the  various 
colonie.s,  we  shall  find  that  we  have  en¬ 
tered  upon  a  task  which  is  interminable, 
and,  moreover,  we  should  never  succeed. 
The  colonies  would  listen  to  no  such  thing 
— they  would  protest. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  It  is  not  our  mission ! 

Mr.  MUNItO  :  I  would  say,  in  reply 
to  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Macrossan,  that 
the  people  of  Queensland  must  have  been 
sleeping  upon  their  rights  so  far  as  the 


selves.  I.eave  every  state  to  do  as  it  likes. 

I  am  not  altogether  sure  about  tliat.  This 
may  govern  the  whole  business,  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  nominated  u]>per  houses  in  all 
the  colonies  in  which  they  now  obtain,  or 
in  any  one  of  them,  will  practically  mean 
that  the  senate  will  have  to  be  elected 
direct  by  the  electors. 

I\tr.  Fitzgerald  :  That  is  not  a  terri¬ 
torial  right  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  It  may  be  a  terri¬ 
torial  right ;  because  the  senate  is  to  pro¬ 
tect  state  rights  ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that 
it  is  wise  to  leave  a  matter  of  this  kind  in 
the  hands  of  the  individual  colonies  to 
deal  with  as  they  please.  I  do  not  think 
that  those  colonies  which  are  accustomed  at 
present  to  have  all  their  legislators  elected 
direct,  would  care  to  trust  the  privileges  of 
the  senate  to  a  mimbc?'  nf  KPnofrwc 


of  the  nrst  things  our 
did  was  to  alter  the  law,  with  the  result 
that  the  Constitution  can  now  be  altered 
at  the  will  of  a  majority  of  both  houses  of 
Parliament. 

Dr.  COCKBURiSr :  I  cannot  help  think¬ 
ing  that  this  question  may  go  deeper  than 
at  present  it  appeal’s  to  go.  It  may  practi¬ 
cally  decide  the  mode  in  which  the  federal 
senate  shall  be  elected.  The  general  impres¬ 
sion  among  members,  so  far,  is  that  the 
federal  senate  is  to  be  elected  by  the  differ¬ 
ent  legislatures. 

Hox.  Members  :  Xo  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  If  it  is  to  be  elected 
by  the  different  legislatures  this  would  go 
to  the  root  of  the  matter.  T  do  not  think 
the  people  would  say  that  the  federal 
senate,  which  is  to  protect  the  rights  of 
the  states,  should  in  any  way  be  elected 
by  nominated  chambers.  It  has  been  said, 

Tliis  is  a  question  for  the  states  them- 
[J/?*.  Munro, 


tlie  country. 
I  would  rather  liave  the  matter  left  in  that 
-svay,  so  as  to  have  the  senate  elected  direct 
by  the  people. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  think  that  some  hon. 
members  want  to  jump  the  fence  before 
they  get  to  it.  I  think  the  hon.  member, 
Dr.  Cockbum,  is  very  much  too  previous” 
in  this  matter.  We  shall  not,  by  parsing 
this  resolution,  settle  the  question  in  any 
way,  as  to  how  the  senators  are  to  be 
elected.  It  may  be  that  different  colonies 
may  elect  the  senators  in  a  manner  differ¬ 
ent  from  that  adopted  in  others.  They  may 
elect  senators  for  different  terms.  We  shall 
have  to  discuss  that  question  later  on,  and 
we  should  get  on  much  fa.ster  if  we  stuck 
to  the  resolution  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  trust  that  the  re¬ 
marks  of  hon.  members  will  be  accepted 
by  the  hon.  member.  Sir  George  Grey,  in 
the  spirit  in  which  they  are  made.  I  am 
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sure  no  representations  from  any  colony 
would  receive  more  consideration  tlian 
those  coining  from  New  Zealand,  and  that 
no  member  of  the  Convention  would  be 
listened  to  with  more  attention  and  with 
a  greater  desire  to  make  concessions,  than 
the  Iron,  member,  Sir  George  Grey.  The 
dilliculty  is  that  first  of  all  we  have  no 
authority  in  our  commission  to  enter  upon 
the  question  the  lion,  member  desires  us  to 
deal  with.  If  we  accept  the  argument  of 
the  hon.  member,  Dr.  Cockburn,  that  inas¬ 
much  as  the  representation  in  the  senate 
will  po.ssibly  de})end  to  some  extent  upon 
the  upper  houses  of  the  colonies,  we  shoultl 
take  into  consideration  the  constitution 
of  tho.se  upper  houses,  it  needs  very  little 
reflection  to  indicate  that  we  must  on  the 
same  grounds  commence  to  consider  the 
whole  electoral  systems  of  all  the  colonies, 
and  having  decided  upon  the  ideally  best 
system,  then  jiropose  to  alter  the  laws  of 
the  diflerent  colonies  accordingly.  But  we 
are  not  sent  here  for  that  purpose.  AYe 
are  sent  here,  as  tlie  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Playford,  truly  said,  to  frame  a  federal  con¬ 
stitution,  and  we  are  authori.sed  to  under¬ 
take  no  other  task.  If  the  lion,  member. 
Sir  George  Grey,  will  pardon  me,  it  seems 
to  me  that  his  language  was  capable  of 
being  misunderstood.  He  said  that  if  this 
Convention  were  to  neglect  to  take  the 
course  which  lie  advised,  we  sliould  be  im¬ 
posing  on  New  Zealand  a  nominee  hou.se, 
from  which  it  desires  to  be  freed.  Surely 
that  is  an  over-statement.  This  Conven¬ 
tion  imposes  nothing  upon  anybody.  It 
interferes  in  no  sense  with  the  constitution 
of  any  colony,  and  in  no  sense  lessens  any 
existing  power  of  altering  the  constitution 
of  any  colony.  If  we  commenced  any  such 
tlianklcss  labour  wo  should  place  ourselves 
ill  this  anomalous  position  :  that  having 
been  sent  hero  to  frame  a  federal  constitu¬ 
tion  for  the  whole  of  Australia,  we  should 
offer  it  to  the  colonies  on  condition  that 
they  alter  tlieir  existing  constitutions. 


Surely  tliat  is  something  we  are  not  justi¬ 
fied  in  attempting.  We  are  not  entitled 
to  impose  any  conditions  upon  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  a  federal  constitution.  This  will 
surely  involve  sufficient  difficulties  without 
our  adding  to  them.  I  say  this  because  I 
cordially  sympathise  both  with  the  spirit 
and  object  of  tlie  remarks  of  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  George  Grey ;  and  if  I  could 
bring  myself  to  believe  that  it  was  within 
the  scope  of  our  authority  to  undertake  the 
ta.sk  which  he  proposes,  I  would  cordially 
join  with  him. 

Sir  George  Grey  :  Leave  it  to  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  We  are  obliged  to  leave 
it  to  those  who  are  more  interested — the 
people  of  the  several  colonies  under  the 
constitutions  wliicli  they  now’  enjoy.  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  great  difficulty  to  w’hich  the 
hon,  member  calls  attention ;  that  nominee 
houses  require  to  be  asked  to  abolish  them¬ 
selves.  Tliis  is  not  the  only  desirable  con¬ 
stitutional  change.  There  are  other  direc¬ 
tions  in  which  reform  w'ould  he  equally  de¬ 
sirable  ;  but  w’-e  are  not  authorised  to  enter 
into  those  questions.  There  are  some  re¬ 
forms  of  burning  necessity  ;  but,  however 
necessary  tliey  may  be,  however  great  our 
anxiety  may  be  to  accomplish  them,  we 
cannot  enter  upon  them.  Our  task  is  al¬ 
ready  surrounded  by  difficulties.  We  are 
W'eighted,  if  not  overw^eighted  ;  and  w’e 
simply  dare  not  add  another  to  the  many 
difficulties  under  wdiich  we  labour. 

Mr.  B  ARTON ;  I  would  point  out,  as  has 
been  suggested  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr, 
Playford,  that  what  w^e  are  asked  to  deal 
w’ith  scai'cely  comes  wntliin  the  scope  of  the 
1st  resolution.  The  question  whether  w’e 
should  continue,  as  in  this  colony,  with  a 
constitution  involving  a  nominated  upper 
house,  may  he  the  subject  of  debate  here¬ 
after.  It  cannot,  how’ever,  be  said  to  come 
w’ithin  thepurview’^ of  the  powers,  privileges, 
and  territorial  rights  referred  to  in  the  re¬ 
solution,  w’hich  are  quite  distinct  from  the 
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matter  of  con.stitutioiial  macliincry.  The 
constitution  of  the  upper  houses  is  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  constitutional  inachinery,  and  it  is 
not  a  question  which  the  lion,  member,  Sir 
Henry  Parkcs,  apparently  endeavoured  to 
aim  at  in  framing  this  resolution.  He  has 
endeavoiu'ed  to  settle  the  question  of  the 
powers,  privileges,  and  territoi  ial  rights  of 
tlie  various  colonies,  and  the  principles 
which  should  guidons  in  dealing  with  them, 
entirely  apart  from  the  machinery  by  which 
the  federal  constitution  should  be  created. 
The  one  state  of  things  he  has  put  into 
the  1st  resolution,  and  the  other  state  of 
things  into  the  2nd  resolution.  The  mode 
of  appointing  the  various  legislative  coun¬ 
cils  is  not  a  matter  connected  with  the 
powers,  privileges,  and  territorial  rights 
within  the  meaning  of  this  resolution  at 
all.  That  is  simply  a  matter  of  constitu¬ 
tional  machinery  which  will  come  within 
the  purview  of  the  second  .set  of  resolu¬ 
tions,  Therefore  I  think  tliere  is  a  good 
deal  of  force  in  what  has  been  suggested 
by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  llaker,  that  we 
are  jumping  before  we  come  to  the  stile 
in  dealing  with  the  subje<!t  of  noininate<l 
houses  before  we  come  to  the  .second  branch 
of  the  subject  dealt  with  in  these  resolu¬ 
tions.  It  may  be — es[)eeially  when  we 
come  to  consider  tliat  tliere  will  be  a  pro¬ 
bability,  at  any  i-ate,  of  the  members  of 
the  senate  who  are  to  represent  the  varioii.s 
provinces  being  elected  by  the  legislatures 
of  those  provinces — a  very  important  mat¬ 
ter  for  us  to  consider  whether  the  legisla¬ 
tures  of  those  provinces,  as  they  are  bi¬ 
cameral,  shall  not  in  both  branches  depend 
upon  the  popular  will.  As  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Playford,  lias  suggested,  even 
althougli  there  ought  to  be  no  desire  to 
limit  the  debate  in  any  way,  it  may  be  very 
important  for  us  to  consider  whether 
even  then  the  power  delegated  to  us  by 
the  resolutions  appointing  us  entitles  us 
in  any  way  to  discuss  the  constitutional 
macliineiy  of  our  respective  provinces. 

[J/r.  Burton, 


I  am  of  opinion,  with  the  hon.  member, 
!Mr.  Playford,  that  it  does  not  do  so.  As¬ 
suming,  at  any  rate,  that  it  does  not  give  us 
the  [)Ower  to  pa.ss  any  resolution  upon  the 
subject,  there  has  been  a  general  consensus 
of  opinion  that  the  debate  sliould  not  be 
limited,  and  I,  for  one,  shall  not  be  among 
those  who  would  raise  any  objection  to 
that  being  discussed  when  the  proper  time 
arrives.  But  I  submit  that  tlie  proper  lime 
has  not  arrived  yet  to  discuss  the  question 
of  nominee  chambers.  That  rests  under 
the  second  batch  of  the  resolutions,  and 
not  under  the  first.  It  is  a  matter  of 
machinery, and  not  a  matterof  the  ‘^powei-s 
and  privileges,  and  territorial  rights,” 
within  the  meaning  assigned  to  those  words 
by  the  first  re.solution.  I  wish  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  the  use  of  the  word  “surrender” 
in  these  resolutions.  Does  it  mean  a  sur¬ 
render  of  powers  and  privileges  «as  well  as  of 
territorial  rights  ;  or  does  it  refer  merely 
to  such  surrender  of  territory  as  might  be 
necessary,  for  instance,  if  we  submit  to  our 
parliaments  the  propriety  of  constituting  a 
federal  capital  ?  I  quite  share  the  regret 
expressed  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  that  ifc  is  a  very  great  pity  that  wo 
have  to  discuss  the  meaning  of  these  reso¬ 
lutions,  and  especially  the  meaning  of  the 
word  “surrender,”  in  the  absence  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  has  moved  them. 
This  is  a  word  wliicli  seems  to  me  to  re¬ 
quire  considerable  explanation,  and  with¬ 
out  some  explanation  of  it  from  the  mover 
of  the  resolutions,  it  is  very  difficult  for 
us  to  say  whether  or  not  we  will  pass  the 
resolution  at  all  in  its  pre.sent  form. 

An  Hox.  MiiMiiEU  :  Where  is  tlie  hon. 
gentleman  ? 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  understand  that  tlie 
mover  of  the  resolutions,  being  greatly 
fatigued,  has  gone  home.  If  his  collabora¬ 
tion  with  us  is  to  be  of  the  value  we  hope 
it  w  ill  be,  tliere  is  no  one  amongst  us  who 
will  begrudge  his  taking  rest  at  any  jiGriod 
of  the  proceedings — knowing  well  the 
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serious  accident  under  wliich  he  has  been 
suflering  for  a  very  long  time,  cand  the 
necessity  to  our  proceedings  of  his  con¬ 
serving  all  his  energies,  so  as  to  make  him 
of  the  best  use  to  us  during  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  tlie  Convention  ;  and  I  hope  no 
suggestion,  whether  it  may  be  called 
generous  or  ungenerous,  will  be  made  tliat 
Sir  Henry  Parkes  at  any  time  is  not 
doing  well  to  take  such  rest  as  he  needs. 
But  I  was  going  to  submit  this  to  the 
Convention  :  supposing  a  decision  is  come 
to  upon  this  resolution  this  afternoon — 
whether  we  might  not  arrive  at  something 
that  will  prevent  any  misconception  of  it 
by  adding  a  separate  clause  afterwards. 
There  is  a  portion  of  one  of  the  clauses  of 
the  American  Constitution  which  seems  to 
embody  all  that  will  be  required  to  define 
this  resolution  sufficiently.  I  will  read 
the  words  : 

No  new  state  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  state, - 

That  is  of  course  subject  to  any  provision 
which  may  be  made  for  the  establishment 
of  a  federal  capital. 

nor  any  state  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two 
or  more  states,  or  parts  of  states,  without  the 
consent  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states  con¬ 
cerned  as  well  as  of  the  Congress. 

]\Ir.  Kingston  :  Is  it  worth  while  to 
insert  that  now  ? 

Mr.  BARTON :  There  is  one  reason 
why  I  think  it  is.  No  doubt  a  committee 
will  be  appointed  to  draft  a  bill,  wdiich 
work  will  necessarily  have  to  be  conducted 
privately,  because  you  cannot  draft  a  bill, 
at  any  rate,  with  the  reporters  present 
taking  down  every  suggestion  you  make. 
Before  the  Committee  goes  to  that  work 
it  will  be  necessary  tliat  the  people  of  all 
the  colonies  should  be  aware  of  what  we 
are  proceeding  to  do  ;  and  there  is  a  feel¬ 
ing  in  some  quarters  of  alarm,  which  I 
think  might  be  very  well  removed  by  a 
provision  of  this  sort.  I  would  suggest, 
therefore,  that  before  we  pass  the  resolution 
in  its  present  form  we  ought  to  add  a 
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second  clause,  which  I  shall  be  prepared 
to  propose,  in  some  sucli  words  as  I  have 
read.  In  a  draft  bill,  which  I  find  some 
gentleman  has  prepared,  it  is  put  perhaps 
in  a  more  logical  form,  and  it  ^vould  read 
rather  in  this  way  : 

No  new  state  shall  be  formed  by  the  junction 
of  tw'o  or  more  states,  or  parts  of  states,  nor  any 
state  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  any  other  state,  without  the  consent  of  the 
legislatures  of  the  states  concerned  as  well  as  of 
the  fetleral  parliament. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  That  is  from  the 
American  Constitution  I 

Mr.  BARTON:  Yes.  It  .seems  to  me 
that  it  will  give  definition  to  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  word  ‘‘  surrender,^’  and  prevent 
its  being  misinterpreted  by  people  out  of 
doors  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  them  to 
feel  any  alarm  or  distrust  at  tlie  proceed¬ 
ings  of  this  Convention.  If  we  are  to 
build  this  structure  entirely  upon  a  foun¬ 
dation  of  goodwill — as  I  think  we  are 
to  do — w^e  should  proceed  at  each  step  so 
as  to  disarm  suspicion,  and  let  the  w^orld, 
or,  at  any  rate,  the  world  w^e  are  dealing 
wdth,  know  that  no  rude  interference  with 
the  territorial  rights,  or  with  the  actual 
land  of  any  colony,  is  contemplated  except 
w  ith  the  consent  of  those  who  are  con¬ 
cerned  j  and  I  trust  that  if  such  an  amend¬ 
ment  is  moved  by  me,  it  will  recei%'e  the 
consideration  of  the  Convention,  or  that 
something  in  a  better  form  wdll  be  proposed 
by  some  other  hon.  member. 

Mr.  WRIXON :  With  regard  to  the 
point  brought  forw'ard  by  the  last  speaker, 
it  is  undoubtedly  w^orthy  of  attention  ; 
but  I  w’ould  submit  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
that  it  is  somew’hat  premature  to  raise 
the  question  just  now^  All  that  the  re¬ 
solution  does  is  to  lay  downi  the  general 
principle  that  the  states  shall  retain  every¬ 
thing  except  what  it  is  agreed  they  shall 
surrender  to  the  central  government ;  and 
it  is  impossible  to  say  wffiat  that  surrender 
will  include  until  w^e  have  finished  our 
task — until  w'e  have  gone  through  the 
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^vllole  of  our  measure,  and  determined 
Avliat  matters  the  states  shall  retain  to 
themselves,  and  what  matters  shall  be  con¬ 
ceded  to  the  centi*al  government.  There¬ 
fore,  I  submit  that  it  would  be  i)rematuro 
now  in  this  introductory  statement  of  a 
general  principle,  to  go  on  specifying  either 
territorial  or  any  other  rights.  This  is 
merely  a  sort  of  introduction  to  what  we 
are  afterwards  to  do,  and  it  says  “  in 
respect  of  such  surrenders  as  may  be 
agreed  upon"’ — that  is,  hereafter,  and  not 
while  we  are  now  discussing.  As  to  the 
point  mentioned  by  the  lion,  member  about 
the  rights  of  territories,  I  quite  agree  with 
him  that  it  is  important  that  a  clause 
dealing  with  that  question  should  be  in¬ 
serted  in  the  bill  hereafter,  and  the  words 
the  bon.  gentleman  suggested  from  the 
American  Constitution  will  be  well  worth}* 
of  attention  ;  but  at  present  the  proposal 
seems  to  me  to  be  premature.  As  to  what 
has  been  said  by  the  hon.  members.  Sir 
George  Grey  and  Mr.  Macrossan,  I  hope 
they  will  not  understand  thaf  we  at  all 
under-value  the  importance  of  their  sug¬ 
gestion.  The  simple  view  which  we  all 
take  in  this  Convention  is  that  wc  have  no 
commission  to  deal  witli  it. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  With  re¬ 
ference  to  the  use  of  the  word  sur¬ 
render,’^  I  think  I  can  state  the  reason 
that  induced  Sir  Henry  Parkes  to  use  that 
term.  I  believe  the  constitutions  of  all  the 
colonies — certainly  those  of  tlie  older  ones 
do — contain  an  express  provision  that  the 
legislatures  of  those  colonies  shall  have 
power  to  make  laws  for  the  peace,  order, 
and  good  government  of  the  territory  in 
all  cases  whatsoever.”  That  is  practically^ 
autonomy.  Consequently,  any  powers 
given  to  the  federal  parliament  must  in¬ 
volve  a  surrender  of  some  of  those  auto¬ 
nomous  powers.  Therefore,  I  understood 
that  Sir  Henry  Parkes  thought  that  this 
was  the  aptest  word  by  which  to  express 
the  relationship  of  the  states  to  the 
[Mr.  JVrixon, 


federal  government — they  are  surrender¬ 
ing  some  of  their  present  absolute  powers 
to  the  federal  parliament.  With  respect 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Barton,  that  we  should  amend  this  resolu¬ 
tion  by^  inserting  further  limitations  before 
we  are  in  a  position  to  frame  a  constitution, 
I  would  respectfully  submit  that  we  are  by 
no  means  in  a  position  to  begm  the  draft 
of  a  federal  constitution,  nor  shall  we  be 
even  when  we  have  passed  these  resolu¬ 
tions.  There  are  at  least  some  scores  of  sub¬ 
jects  which  must  be  defined  by  discussion. 

Mr.  WiuxoN  :  By  resolutions  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Yes,  by 
resolutions  as  an  instruction  to  the  framers 
of  the  draft.  But  for  the  purpose  of  fram¬ 
ing  those  resolutions  the  propositions  now 
before  us,  as  I  understand,  are  intended  as 
guide-posts  in  the  first  instance.  One  of 
the  first  things  to  be  done  will  be,  as  was 
done  in  the  United  States,  to  classify  the 
powers  to  be  surrendered  to  the  federal 
parliament.  It  is  impossible,  at  this  stage, 
of  the  discussion,  to  define  those  powers ; 
but  this  resolution  indicates  the  test  that  is 
to  be  applied  as  each  subject  comes  up  for 
consideration  :  ‘‘  Is  it  necessary,  or  is  it 
incidental,  to  tho  power  and  authority  of  the 
federal  government?”  If  we  affirm  that 
principle,  we  shall  easily  be  able  to  apply 
it,  though,  as  to  the  mode  of  application, 
opinions  may  differ,  and  we  shall  then  l>e 
able  to  proceed  to  the  next  step. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  Would  not  the  word  “or” 
be  better  than  the  w’ord  “and”? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  should 
say  so  ;  but  that  may  be  simply  a  mis¬ 
print.  On  this  point  I  hope  I  shall  not 
be  considered  as  doing  too  much  if  I  men¬ 
tion  that  a  few  months  ago  it  became  tho 
duty  of  the  Government  of  Queensland,  in 
consequence  of  the  state  of  things  there, 
to  consider,  as  a  practical  matter  to  he 
dealt  with  within  our  own  boundaries, 
what  were  the  proper  subjects  for  a  central 
parliament  to  deal  with  as  compared  with 
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those  that  should  ho  left  to  local  ])arlia- 
ments.  Tlie  GovernmeDt  were,  under  the 
circa  instances,  obliged  to  make  out  a  list 
— a  tolerably  complete  one,  E  believe — 
of  the  different  subjects  for  legislation 
and  for  executive  government.  Although 
it  was  not  prepared  in  view  of  this  Con¬ 
vention,  and  although  it  does  not  indicate 
the  lines  upon  which  we  should  advocate 
that  the  functions  of  a  national  Australian 
government  should  be  defined,  I  believe  it 
is  a  tolerably  complete  list  of  the  subjects 
which  will  liave  to  be  assigned  by  us  to 
one  authority  or  the  other,  and  if  any 
hon.  members  can  find  any  advantage  in 
perusing  it,  it  is  at  their  disposal.  I 
think  that  what  we  should  do,  after  dis¬ 
posing  of  these  resolutions,  which  I  would 
suggest  should  not  be  amplihed  more  than 
is  necessary,  is  to  appoint  a  committee, 
charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing  a  second 
series  of  resolutions,  founded  upon  and 
springing  out  of  these. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Draft  the  bill  on  these 
resolutions ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  They  are 
not  sufficient  to  draft  a  bill  upon.  No 
committee  would  know  the  opinions  of  the 
Convention  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  draft 
a  bill  upon  these  resolutions. 

Sir  Patrick  Jennings:  Why  not  am¬ 
plify  them  % 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  They  must 
be  amplified  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 
Suppose  a  committee  framed  a  bill  upon 
these  resolutions,  and  it  turned  out  that 
half  the  principles  contained  in  it  did  not 
commend  themselves  to  the  Convention, 
they  would  have  to  do  their  work  over 
again.  I,  for  one,  do  not  desire  that  any¬ 
thing  of  that  sort  should  happen,  and  I 
think  that  it  is  necessary  that  there  should 
be  an  intermediate  stage  between  the 
adoption  of  these  resolutions  and  the  draft¬ 
ing  of  a  constitution.  I  have  had  some 
experience  of  this  sort  of  work,  and  I 
know  til  at  unless  we  are  aware  before- 


liand  wlmt  are  the  lines  upon  which  the 
Convention  wishes  the  constitution  to  run, 
it  will  be  impossible  for  a  committee  to 
frame  one. 

Mr.  Playford  :  These  are  tlie  lines  I 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  These  arc 
some  of  the  lines,  the  elementary  lines;  but 
there  are  a  great  many  other  things  to  be 
determined.  For  instance,  what  are  the 
subjects  which  are  to  be  left  to  the  federal 
government  ?  Tliere  will  have  to  be  an 
enumeration  of  twenty  or  thirty  subjects. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Put  them  into  the  bill, 
and  if  we  do  not  like  them  we  can  strike 
them  out.  That  will  be  a  great  deal  better 
than  having  to  draft  a  new  series  of  reso¬ 
lutions. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  For  in¬ 
stance,  it  w'ill  have  to  be  determined  how 
many  members  shall  be  sent  to  the  senate 
from  each  state,  how  they  are  to  be  elected, 
in  what  rotation  they  are  to  go  out,  what 
the  powers  of  the  senate  shall  be,  and 
many  other  matters. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Put  them  all  in  the 
bill  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  The  hon. 
member,  if  he  had  had  any  experience, 
would  know  that  in  drafting  a  bill  it  is 
better  to  kno\v  beforehand  what  is  the  ob¬ 
ject  which  its  promoters  desire  to  obtain. 

Mr.  Playford  :  We  know  the  object ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  have 
mentioned  several  matters  in  connection 
with  the  senate  upon  which  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  for  a  committee  to  know  the  feeling 
of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Baker  :  There  is  the  power  of  veto 
over  provincial  acts  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am,  as 
one  coming  from  a  distant  part,  anxious 
to  adopt  that  form  of  procedure  which 
will  facilitate  the  business  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  I  commend  this  suggestion  to 
hon.  members  as  the  shortest  way  of  get¬ 
ting  through  our  w’ork. 
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M\\  THYNNE  :  Before  we  can  <leal 
with  the  resolution  practically  it  will  have 
to  he  subdivided.  Several  subjects  arc 
comprised  in  it,  to  which  separate  and 
independent  consideration  will  have  to  bo 
given.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  sugge.s- 
tion  which  fell  from  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
George  Grey,  has  not  received  that  amount 
of  attention  which  it  deserves.  When  we 
are  considering  the  preparation  of  a  federal 
constitution,  one  important  element  in  the 
consideration  is  of  what  items  is  the  feder¬ 
ation  to  be  composed,  and  each  circumstance 
affecting  the  separate  elements  of  w  hich 
the  constitution  is  to  be  constructed  is  of 
considerable  importance.  But  there  is 
one  matter  which  I  should  like  to  suggest 
for  the  consideration  of  the  hon.  member, 
>Sir  George  Grey,  in  connection  with  his 
sreat  desire  to  alter  the  constitutions  of 
these  colonies  wdiere  they  have  nominee 
upper  houses,  and  it  is  this:  No  doubt 
the  constitution  w’hicli  is  framed  by  this 
Convention  wdll  have  to  go  to  the  parlia¬ 
ments  of  each  of  the  several  colonies, 
and  wdll  have  to  be  indorsed  by  them  be¬ 
fore  it  can  come  into  operation  ;  but  I 
would  point  out  to  the  hon.  member  that 
there  will  be  quite  as  much  difficulty 
in  getting  a  federal  constitution  contain- 
ins:  the  clauses  w  hich  he  desires  to  see  in- 
serted  in  it  passed  by  the  colonies  contain¬ 
ing  nominee  houses  as  there  w^ould  be  in 
getting  similar  amendments  in  their  con¬ 
stitutions  agreed  to  in  the  separate  colo¬ 
nies.  I  point  this  out  to  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man,  and  to  those  w’ho  may  think  wdth 
him,  in  order  that  the  matter  may  receive 
a  little  further  consideration,  and  the  direc¬ 
tion  in  which  that  consideration  should 
go  is  this  :  Will  it  be  necessary  that  the 
constitution  which  we  are  about  to  frame 
shall  be  submitted  to  each  parliament  and 
adopted  by  it,  or  wdll  it  be  sufficient  to 
have  it  submitted  to  conventions  in  the 
separate  colonies  ? 

Dr.  CocKBURX :  Direct  to  tlie  people  ! 


INtr.  THYNNE  :  I  approve  of  its  being 
submitted  direct  to  the  people.  But  if  it  is 
submitted  to  the  parliaments  and  requires 
their  indoi'sement,  the  difficulty  which  I 
point  out  w*ill  be  just  as  great  in  getting 
tlie  constitution  adopted  as  would  be  the 
difficulty  of  getting  amendments  made  in 
the  constitutions  of  the  colonies  which 
have  nominee  houses. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  It  could  not  be 
submitted  to  a  convention  without  the 
consent  of  parliament  ! 

jNIr.  Deakin  :  Or  to  the  people  without 
the  consent  of  parliament ! 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  Probably  the  constitu¬ 
tion  will  be  submitted  to  the  several  par¬ 
liaments,  and  then  they  w  ill  make  pro¬ 
vision  by  which  conventions  shall  be  called 
together  in  each  of  their  colonies,  to  give 
an  affirmative  or  a  negative  vote  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution;  but  of  course 
before  that  can  be  done  the  parliaments 
wdll  have  to  a  certain  extent  to  give  their 
approval  to  the  federation. 

Sir  JOHN  BllAY  :  In  reference  to  the 
remarks  of  tlie  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  if  we  are  to  undertake  to  go  through 
these  resolutions  first,  and  then  have  some 
others  submitted  to  u.'j,  we  shall  bo  long 
indeed  before  there  is  any  chance  of 
getting  the  bill.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  wdll 
be  convenient,  after  we  have  adopted  as 
much  of  these  resolutions  as  we  can,  and 
have  amended  them  wdiere  nece.ssary,  if  a 
committee  consisting  of  one  or  tw'o  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  each  colony  is  appointed  to 
instruct  a  draftsman  to  draw’ up  a  bill.  I 
think  w’e  could  get  repre.sentatives  from  the 
different  colonies  who  would  take  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  having  a  bill  prepared  in  such  a 
way  as  to  elicit  full  discussion,  and  to  allow 
hon.  members  to  give  a  definite  vote  upon 
the  subject  before  us.  But  if  we  are  first 
to  decide  on  the  matters  to  be  put  into  the 
bill,  and  then  to  deal  with  the  bill  itself, 
there  wdll  be  great  delay. 
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Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  We  both  have 
the  same  object  in  view — speed  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  Yes  ;  and  I  do  not 
suppose  that  my  hon.  friend  would  hesitate 
to  take  the  responsibility  now  of  instruct¬ 
ing  a  draftsman  to  prepare  a  bill  which 
would  embody  in  a  general  way  the  views 
of  hon.  members.  It  would,  of  course,  be 
subject  to  amendment.  But  we  shall  do 
no  good  if  we  declare  first  of  all  the  pro¬ 
visions  to  be  included  in  the  bill,  then 
have  a  bill  embodying  them  prepared,  and 
then  reconsider  them  as  contained  in  the 
bill.  Of  course  the  matter  must  be  fully 
discussed  ;  but  it  is  our  desire  to  save  time 
as  much  as  possible.  With  regard  to  the 
remarks  made  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
George  Grey,  I  agree  with  those  who  say 
that  they  are  not  entirely  out  of  place  here, 
because  the  preamble  to  the  resolutions  is 
that 

in  order  to  establish  and  secure  an  enduring 
foundation  for  the  structure  of  a  federal  govern¬ 
ment. 

Certain  propositions  should  be  agreed  to. 
And  I  under.stood  the  hon.  member  to  say 
that  ill  order  to  secure  “an  enduring 
foundation,”  we  ought  to  provide  that  all 
parliaments  shall  be  elected  by  the  people. 
That  is  the  groundwork  he  takes.  We 
could  not  attempt  to  say,  of  course,  what 
the  constitution  of  any  colony  should  be  ; 
but  I  feel  quite  satisfied  that  if  the  people 
of  New  Zealand,  through  their  House  of 
Representatives,  express  a  strong  and  de¬ 
cided  desire  to  do  away  with  their  nomi¬ 
nated  upper  house,  and  have  an  elective 
upper  house,  the  governments  and  parlia¬ 
ments  of  the  other  colonies  will  do  all  they 
can  to  assist  them  in  accomplishing  that 
object.  I  feel,  as  has  been  said,  that  we 
.attach  too  much  importance  to  the  words, 
“The  powers  and  privileges  and  territorial 
rights  of  the  several  existing  colonies  shall 
remain  intact”  ;  because  our  desire  is  not 
to  take  any  power  away  they  at  present 
have  to  alter  their  constitutions.  I  would 


ask  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton,  not  to  lay 
too  much  stress  upon  the  word  “surrenders.” 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  want  to  get  on 
with  business  the  sooner  we  pass  the  reso¬ 
lutions  in  some  satisfactory  state,  which 
will  commend  itself  to  the  views  of  hon. 
members  generally,  and  the  sooner  we  get 
a  draft  bill  submitted  to  us,  the  better  we 
shall  expedite  our  business. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  When  I  had  the  honor  of 
addressing  the  Convention  the  other  day, 
I  took  the  liberty  of  saying  that  the  reso¬ 
lutions  had  been  presented  wiong  side  up. 
I  am  of  that  opinion  still.  I  am  also  of 
opinion,  after  liaving  listened  to  the  many 
speeches  in  Committee,  that  there  is  great 
force  in  tlie  remarks  of  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  supported  by  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  George  Grey.  Tliese  resolu¬ 
tions  are  as  bald  as  a  billiard  ball,  and 
there  are  no  members  of  the  Convention, 
excepting,  perhap.s,  those  who  have  come 
with  constitutions  ready  cut  and  dried  in 
their  pockets,  who  can  be  prepared  to 
arrive  at  any  conclusion  as  to  what  form 
of  constitution  should  be  submitted.  The 
resolutions  in  their  present  shape  are  as  un¬ 
satisfactory  as  they  can  be,  and  it  is  because 
of  their  unsatisfactory  character  that  all  this 
debate  has  tiiken  place.  Supposing  it  were 
possible  that  we  could  arrive  at  some 
amended  form  of  resolution,  such  as  was 
suggested  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton, 
and  supported  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
John  Downer — a  resolution  declaring  that 
territorial  rights  shall  not  be  disturbed  in 
any  way,  and  then  that  the  Convention 
went  on  to  say  that  the  federal  government 
should  have  certain  powers  to  be  named, 
the  matter  would  at  once  bo  brought  into  a 
form  upon  which  a  bill  could  be  constructed. 
Some  time  ago  I  prepared,  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  submitting  it  in  Committee  for  the 
purpose  of  tacking  it  on  to  the  resolution 
w'e  are  considering,  the  following  clause  : — 

The  federal  parliament  shall  have  control  of 
the  military  and  naval  defences  (the  governor- 
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general  being  coinmaiuler-in-chicf),  mint  and 
coming  and  currency,  extradition,  marriage  and 
divorce,  aliens  and  naturalisation,  tariff,  foreign 
relations,  post  and  telegi-apli,  weights  and  niofi- 
siires,  patents  and  copyrights,  quarantine,  census 
and  stiitistics,  Ixinks,  legal  tender,  commerce, 
slii2>ping,  navigation,  and  lighthouses. 

I  have  also  j^repared  another  clause,  setting 
forth  what  the  state  rights  should  be — 
a  general  saving  clause,  giving  the  state 
parliaments  power  to  deal  with  all  other 
matters  which  are  not  actually  handed  over 
to  the  federal  government.  If  a  committee 
were  appointed  after  some  agreement  had 
been  come  to  as  to  the  powers  upon  which 
a  bill  sliould  be  drawn  up,  they  would  have 
something  to  work  upon  ;  but  tliey  would 
have  nothing  to  work  upon  in  these 
wretchedly  bald  resolutions — resolutions 
which,  the  mover  told  us,  were  only  thrown 
down — like  a  bone  thrown  to  a  lot  of  dogs 
to  worry  over — for  the  purpose  of  discus¬ 
sion.  We  have  worried  over  them,  and 
there  is  no  material  in  them  upon  which 
anything  like  a  constitution  can  be  built. 
If  some  person  were  to  frame  a  constitu¬ 
tion  upon  these  four  bald  resolutions,  or  if 
a  committee  of  the  Convention  were  to 
frame  a  constitution,  we  should  be  where 
we  are  now,  determining  the  powers  which 
the  federal  government  should  possess.  We 
have  fired  off  all  the  powder,  and  now  we 
have  come  to  solid  hard  work. 

Mr.  Kixgstox  :  To  the  bomb-sliell  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  TJie  hon.  gentleman  will 
hear  about  that  by-and-by.  The  bomb¬ 
shell  question  has  been  terribly  misunder¬ 
stood,  especially  by  my  powderless  friend, 
the  Chairman  of  Committees.  It  has  been 
misunderstood  by  him,  because,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  he  finds  tliat  his  powder,  when  he 
wants  it  to  go  off,  is  sometimes  damp. 
We  require  a  sub-committee  to  act  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Parliamentary  Drafts¬ 
man.  The  Parliamentary  Dmftsman  should 
po.ssess  an  expre.ssion  of  the  views  of  the 
Conv’eiition  as  to  the  powers  whicli  a  federal 
government  should  pos.sess,  and  the  sooner 
Dibbs, 


we  get  to  that  stage  the  better.  I  shall  be 
prepared,  as  soon  as  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Barton,  deals  with  the  resolution  declaring 
the  retention  of  provincial  or  state  rights,  to 
move  that  a  bill  be  drawn  U2>  embodying 
certain  powei's,  the  states  to  deal  with  the 
remaining  powers  afterwards.  With  ma¬ 
terial  of  that  kind,  I  think  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Samuel  Gritlith,  will  be  disposed 
to  admit  that  those  who  proceed  in  the 
manufacture  of  a  constitution  will  have 
fair  and  good  ground  to  work  upon.  Other¬ 
wise  we  shall  merely  play  upon  the  sur¬ 
face  of  a  very  hard  piece  of  ground.  We 
are  wasting  a  deal  of  time,  i>rofitably,  I 
hope,  to  the  members  of  the  Convention 
from  other  colonies.  Even  those  who  re¬ 
side  in  Sydney,  however,  feel  it  somewhat 
tedious  to  be  com2:>elled  to  attend  here  day 
after  day  to  the  neglect  of  their  private 
business.  What  must  it  be,  then,  for  our 
friends  from  abroad  “? 

!Mr.  KINGSTON  :  I  cannot  appreciate 
the  strictures  which  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  haslaunched  at  the  resolu¬ 
tions.  The  resolutions  were  introduced  for 
a  certain  specific  object,  that  of  raising 
discussion,  and  they  have  certainly  accom- 
2>lislied  it,  and,  as  was  intended  when  they 
were  first  tabled,  "we  are  now  in  Committee 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  them  into  such 
a  shape  as  will  enable  a  bill  to  be  drafted. 
I  think  we  ought  to  recognise  this :  that 
w’hilst  they  are  sufficient  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  discussion,  they  are  not  suffi¬ 
cient  in  their  present  form  to  enable  a 
draftsman  to  draft  a  bill  which  is  likely 
to  give  satisfaction  to  the  Convention  gen¬ 
erally.  At  tlie  same  time,  we  need  not  pro¬ 
vide  in  this  discussion  with  great  particu¬ 
larity  for  all  possible  details,  because  if  w'e 
do  that  it  will  simply  amount  to  an  attempt 
on  tlie  part  of  the  Convention  itself  to 
draft  a  bill.  Something  must  bo  left  to 
the  consideration  of  those  who  wdll  be  in¬ 
trusted  Avith  the  preparation  of  the  mea¬ 
sure,  and  Avlio  w'ill  have  to  put  certain 
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minor  matters  into  such  a  form  a.s  they  may 
consider  Lest  likely  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
Convention.  I  do  not  think  the  resolutions, 
as  tliey  stand  at  present,  arc  sufficient  to 
enable  a  bill  to  be  satisfactorily  drafted. 
Nor,  do  I  see  the  necessity  for  the  sug¬ 
gestion  wliich  has  been  thrown  out,  to  the 
efiect  that  a  siib-comrnittee  should  be  ap 
pointed  to  draft  further  resolutions  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Convention.  There  are 
several  most  important  principles  embodied 
in  the  resolutions,  and  I  think,  if  we  take 
them  as  a  frame- work  upon  which  to  en¬ 
graft  such  other  resolutions  as  we  consider 
es.sential  on  matters  of  importance,  we 
shall  do  better  than  if  we  attempt  to  set 
out  everything  in  detail.  In  connection 
with  this  matter,  I  should  like  to  say 
that  I  sympathise  with  the  suggestion 
which  has  been  made  by  the  lion,  member, 
Mr.  Barton,  as  to  the  propriety  of  laying 
down  in  these  resolutions,  for  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  draftsman, the  principles  upon 
which  fresh  states  may  be  carv'ed  out  of 
the  different  provinces.  It  has  been  well 
said  by  various  lion,  members  that  a  pro¬ 
vision  of  this  .sort  would  be  likely  to  be 
inserted  by  the  draftsman  without  any 
special  instructions.  Such  a  provision  w’as 
originally  contained  in  the  United  States 
Constitution.  It  is  also  contained  in  the 
South  African  act.  We  must  remember, 
however,  that  it  was  not  originally  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Canadian  States  Constitu¬ 
tion,  in  the  British  North  American  Act  of 
1867,  and  that  legislation  had  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  it  in  1871. 
Under  these  circumstances,  particularly  in 
view  of  the  doubts  which  liave  been  ex¬ 
pressed  in  various  quarters  as  to  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  Convention  with  reference  to 
the  appropriation  of  territory  which  belongs 
to  the  several  colonies,  it  would  be  just  as 
well  to  make  the  matter  pei'fectly  plain. 
There  would  be  no  difficulty  whatever  in 
adopting  the  provision  which  has  been  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton, 


and  if  the  hon.  member  will  move  the  re¬ 
solution  in  que.stion  as  an  amendment  to 
that  which  we  have  before  u.s,  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  support  it.  At  tlie  same  time,  I 
think  it  would  be  well,  not  only  to  provide 
for  the  consent  of  the  Iccal  legislature,  and 
of  the  federal  parliament,  to  the  carving 
of  new  provinces  out  of  existing  colonies, 
but  that  a  provision  should  be  inserted, 
possibly  in  the  shape  of  a  referendum,  for 
ascertaining  what  are  actually  the  wishes 
of  the  people  themselves  on  the  pailicular 
point.  If  we  discuss  tliis  subject  at  this 
stage  in  connection  with  the  resolutions 
— it  is  a  matter  of  importance  and  of  prin¬ 
ciple — we  shall  shorten  the  way  towards 
getting  it  absolutely  settled,  and  will 
certainly  also  lighten  the  task  w’hich  will 
be  imposed  on  those  whose  duty  it  will  be 
to  draft  the  bill.  I  think  that  if  we  deal 
■with  each  question  as  it  arises ;  if  we  re¬ 
fuse  to  attempt  to  put  off  the  day  when  it 
will  be  necessary  for  us  to  face  and  discuss 
and  settle  these  difficulties ;  if  Ave  meet 
this  point  which  has  been  raised,  and  dis¬ 
pose  of  it,  and  deal  similarly  with  all  otlier 
matters  of  principle,  whilst  relegating 
questions  of  detail  to  the  consideration  of 
the  di'aftsraan  intrusted  with  the  i>repam- 
tion  of  the  bill,  we  shall  do  Avell  ;  and  I 
shall  be  happy  to  join  in  doing  w  hatever 
is  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  matter  now 
raised,  wliich  may  fairly  be  considered  a 
matter  of  principle. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  A  new  matter,  one  of 
procedure,  has  been  raised,  which  it  is 
very  important  to  decide,  and  I  wish  to 
say  a  w'ord  about  it.  It  will,  I  imagine, 
be  utterly  impossible  to  draft  a  bill  unless 
you  draw  up  full  instructions  for  it.  No 
one  can  say  that  if  we  pass  all  these  reso¬ 
lutions  they  w'ill  be  instructions.  No 
draftsman  could  know  what  are  our  ideas 
upon  the  vast  number  of  matters  that 
must  yet  be  provided  for.  All  a  drafts¬ 
man  could  be  expected  to  do  w’ould  be 
to  put  into  technical  and  legal  language 
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^vhat  wc  determine,  and  there  are  not  only 
one  or  two,  but  fifty  or  sixty  matters  of  de¬ 
tail,  all  of  which  we  must  vote  upon  before 
we  can  employ  a  draftsman ;  therefore 
I  thoroughly  agree  with  the  proposition 
made  by  the  hoii.  and  learned  member, 
the  Premier  of  Queensland,  which  I  do 
not  think  is  open  to  dispute,  namely,  that 
after  we  pass  this  I'esolution  we  must  pass 
a  number  of  other  resolutions  embodying 
the  details  of  the  bill ;  but,  nevertheless, 
I  would  advise  the  Convention  to  go  on  as 
fast  as  we  can  in  dealing  with  what  is 
before  us,  for  this  reason  :  if  we  take  what 
is  before  us,  and  determine  all  the  ques¬ 
tions  that  are  raised  by  these  resolutions, 
though  that  will  by  no  means  afford  mate¬ 
rials  for  a  bill,  it  will  determine  one  or 
two  points  which  it  is  essential  we  should 
have  determined  before  we  talk  of  any 
bill  at  all.  AV e  shall  determine  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  state  rights,  as  against  dominion 
riglits,  and,  of  coui'se,  any  arrangement 
for  customs  revenue.  All  that  is  pro¬ 
vided  for  ;  and  I  suggest  that  we  go  on 
as  fast  as  we  can  with  what  is  before  us, 
all  the  while  understanding  that  it  is  im¬ 
perfect,  but  yet  that  it  embodies  vital  ques¬ 
tions  ;  and  when  we  have  determined  these 
I  do  not  think  that  we  shall  have  much 
difficulty  in  passing  thirty  or  forty  other 
resolutions  dealing  with  matters  all  essen¬ 
tial  to  a  bill  being  drawn. 

Sir  JAMES  LEE-STEERE :  I  rise  to 
support  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  that 
before  a  bill  be  drafted  we  pass  some  other 
resolutions  saying  what  provisions  the  bill 
shall  contain,  more  especially  in  regard  to 
the  powers  to  be  conferred  on  the  federal 
government.  I  cannot  see  how  we  can 
come  to  a  determination  as  to  the  powers 
that  we  propose  to  confer  on  the  senate 
until  \ve  know  what  powers  we  are  going 
to  give  to  the  federal  parliament.  I  think 
it  will  expedite  matters  very  much  if  fur¬ 
ther  resolutions  be  prepared  by  the  Com- 
[J/y*.  Wrixon, 


mittee,  and  it  certainly  will  not  cause  any 
further  long  discussion  on  the  bill. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

'Mr.  BARTON  :  I  think  wo  may  as  well 
take  into  consideration  at  once  the  pro- 
ju-iety  of  amplifying  these  resolutions,  so 
that  they  may  be  a  sufficient  instruction  to 
any  drafting  committee  or  draftsman — I 
myself  am  in  favour  of  a  drafting  committee 
being  elected — without  going  through  the 
intermediate  stage  suggested  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith. 
We  have  all  one  thing  in  common — that 
is,  the  saving  of  time.  Now  that  we  have 
taken  these  resolutions  in  hand,  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  absolute  principle  arc  not  so  very 
numerous.  Most  of  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  or  a  large  number  of  them,  at  any 
rate,  would  be  provisions  in  regard  to 
matters  of  detail,  and  they  would  all  be 
subject  to  amendment.  The  drafting  com¬ 
mittee  that  we  shall  elect  will  have  such 
a  knowledge  of  the  feeling  and  opinion  of 
hon.  membei's,  as  can  be  derived  from  a 
study  of  the  debates,  that  they  will  be 
able,  as  regards  most  ordinary  matters  of 
detail,  at  any  rate,  to  frame  provisions 
w’hich  will  probably  be  'within  the  drift  of 
the  discussion,  or,  at  any  rate,  there  will 
be  a  fair  basis  for  proceeding  in  Commit¬ 
tee  upon  the  bill.  Why,  then,  without 
this  intermediate  stage,  should  we  not  lay 
down  mattei-s  of  principle,  so  long  as  they 
are  mattei*s  of  the  inherent  princiide  1 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  be  easier  and 
shorter  to  do  that,  and  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  add  to  the  resolutions  more 
perhaps  than  half  a  dozen  provisions  to  en¬ 
able  the  drafting  committee  to  have  a  suffi¬ 
cient  set  of  instructions  to  prej>are  a  bill 
that  we  can  go  on  with.  Therefore  I 
move  : 

That  the  following  stand  as  clause  2  : — *‘Tliat 
no  new  state  shall  he  formed  Ijy  separation 
from  another  state,  nor  shall  any  state  be 
formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  states, 
or  parts  of  shites,  without  the  consent  of  the 
legislatures  of  the  states  concerned,  as  well  as 
of  the  federal  parliament.’* 


liesohuions. 


345 


Federal  Constitution :  [13  March,  1801.] 


Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Before 
that  resolution  is  formally  put,  I  would 
suggest  to  the  hon.  and  learned  member, 
Mr.  Barton,  whether  he  thinks  it  desir¬ 
able  to  propose  that  re3oliition  formally 
from  the  chair  in  the  absence  of  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  Henry  Parkes  ?  I  do  not  pro¬ 
fess  to  be  in  that  lion,  gentleman’s  confi¬ 
dence  with  respect  to  the  resolutions  any 
more  than  is  any  other  member  of  tlie 
Convention  ;  but  lie  is  specially  in  charge 
of  these  resolutions — they  are  of  his  own 
drafting  entirely,  and  I  am  under  the  im¬ 
pression  that  he  does  not  desire,  from  his 
point  of  view,  that  they  shall  be  amplified 
to  any  great  extent,  at  any  rate.  They  are 
now,  of  course,  in  the  hands  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  ;  but  it  would  not  be  courteous,  nor 
in  accordance  with  parliamentary  practice, 
to  insist  on  any  important  amendment  in 
the  hon.  gentleman’s  absence. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  Are  we  only  to  agree  and 
not  dissent  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  merely 
call  attention  to  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
Henry  Parkes’  unfortunate  absence. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  Then  we  should  not  sit  ! 

Mr.  Barton  :  I  think  that  we  might  go 
on  with  tlie  discussion,  but  not  take  a 
division  until  the  next  sitting  day  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  may 
take  this  opportunity  of  adding  to  wliat  I 
said  just  now,  that  one  of  the  matters 
upon  which  the  draftsman  will  have  to 
be  instructed  is,  liow  the  governors  of  the 
colonies  are  to  be  appointed.  Is  there 
a  single  member  of  the  Convention  who 
has  the  slightest  idea  what  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Convention  on  that  point  1 

Mr.  Playford  :  They  can  put  some¬ 
thing  in  the  bill,  and  we  can  agree  to  or 
dissent  from  it  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 
member  must  have  a  very  small  knowledge 
of  the  drafting  of  bills  if  he  says  that. 
Another  question  which  has  to  be  considered 
very  fully  is,  what  provision  is  going  to  bo 


made  in  reference  to  tlie  enormous  surplim 
revenue  which  the  central  government  will 
have  ?  That  is  one  of  the  most  important 
matters  that  we  shall  have  to  deal  with, 
and  it  must  be  discussed  very  fully, 

Mr.  Munro  :  What  is  the  good  of  rais¬ 
ing  new  questions  now  ] 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  am 
merely  pointing  out  that  these  are  things 
which  must  be  settled  in  a  preliminary 
manner  before  anything  can  be  put  into 
concrete  form. 

Mr.  Munro  :  If  w-e  are  going  to  discuss 
the  whole  subject  on  every  motion  wc  shall 
never  get  through  the  business  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am  not 
proposing  to  discuss  them,  but  am  merely 
pointing  out  that  there  are  a  number  of 
subjects  besides  tliosc  mentioned  in  the 
resolutions  which  must  be  discussed  before 
they  can  be  put  into  a  concrete  form.  I  am 
disposed  to  think  that  the  shortest  way 
\vould  be  the  appointmerit  of  a  committee 
straight  off. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Why  not  do  it  1 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  have 
pointed  out  the  objections  to  it.  I  am 
most  anxious  that  we  should  get  the  busi¬ 
ness  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  want  to  call  attention 
to  what  appears  to  me  a  slight  irregularity. 
I  understood  that  we  were  to  be  governed 
by  the  standing  orders  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  which  are  practically  the  standing 
orders  of  our  legislatures.  We  have  passed 
one  resolution,  and  there  are  otliers  to  fol¬ 
low;  but  now  it  is  proposed  to  bring  a  new 
resolution  in  between  the  1st  and  the  2nd. 
That  is  not  in  accordance  with  our  practice, 
^ly  object  in  speaking  is  to  try  to  get  back 
to  a  business-like  way  of  going  on.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  our  practice  we  must  either  add  Mr. 
Barton’s  resolution  by  w*ay  of  amendment 
to  the  one  before  the  Chair,  or  allow  it  to  re¬ 
main  until  all  the  resolutions  are  dealt  with. 

The  Chairman  :  I  am  bound  to  say  that,, 
in  my  opinion,  the  hon.  member  is  out  of 
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order  in  proposing  his  resolution  at  tliis 
stage.  He  sliould  either  Imve  proposed  it 
as  an  amendment,  or  liave  waited  until  the 
^Yllole  of  the  resolutions  had  been  disposed 
of,  and  then  have  proposed  it  as  a  new 
resolution.  An  lion,  member  having  raised 
an  objection  to  the  resolution,  I  must  rule 
it  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  did  propose  at  first  to 
aubmit  the  proposal  in  the  form  of  an 
amendment,  but  I  thought  the  better  course 
was  to  submit  it  as  a  new  resolution.  I 
know  that  that  is  not  strictly  according  to 
parliamentary  rule,  but  I  thought  that  a 
greater  degree  of  latitude  would  be  allowed 
than  is  ordinarily  permitted  in  Parliament. 

Mr.  BEAK  IN  :  I  wish  to  propose  that 
the  2nd  resolution  be  postponed  until  after 
the  3rd  resolution,  with  the  view  of  giving 
No.  3  priority  over  it.  This,  it  appears 
to  me,  would  be  the  logical  order  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  resolution?. 

The  Chairman:  According  to  parlia¬ 
mentary  pi’actice,  if  the  2nd  resolution  is 
postponed,  it  must  be  until  after  the  dis¬ 
cussion  on  all  the  other  resolutions. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  There  may  possibly  be 
no  objection  to  the  course  I  suggest.  I 
move,  with  concuiTence  : 

That  resolution  2  be  postponed  and  stand 
after  resolution  No.  3. 

Mr.  P\  SH  :  I  must  ask  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair  on  the  subject.  As  the  hon. 
member,  Mr,  Munro,  pointed  out,  v;e 
must  cany  out  our  parliamentary  practice 
in  its  entirety.  The  proper  course,  under 
the  circumstances,  will  be  to  treat  the  re¬ 
solutions  as  a  bill.  If  one  is  reserved  it 
must  be  dealt  with  after  the  whole  of  the 
other  resolutions  have  been  disposed  of. 

The  Chairman  :  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Deakin,  has  asked  to  be  allowed  to  take 
another  cour.se,  with  concurrence.  Does 
the  hon.  member  object  ? 

Mr.  Fysii  :  No,  I  shall  not  rai.se  any 
objection. 

Motion  agreed  to. 


Resolution  No.  3  proposed  : 

Thvat  the  power  and  authority  to  impose  cus¬ 
toms  duties  shall  be  exclusively  lodged  in  the 
federal  government  and  parliament,  subject  to 
such  disposal  of  the  revenues  thence  derived  as 
shall  bo  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  The  first  question  that 
arises  in  connection  with  this  resolution 
is  whether  the  w'ord  ‘‘  excise’^  will  not  re¬ 
quire  to  be  inserted.  I  move  : 

That  after  the  word  “customs,”  the  words 
* '  and  excise”  be  inserted. 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  Before  that 
alteration  is  made  we  ought  to  have  some 
explanation  as  to  what  the  hon.  member 
would  include  under  the  term  “excise.”  In 
different  colonies  the  word  is  interpreted 
in  different  ways.  In  Victoria,  the  excise 
duties  are  of  the  same  character  as  those 
levied  in  England ;  but  in  Tasmania  we 
have  a  stamp  duty  which  is  virtually  au 
excise  duty.  Every  barrel  of  beer  has  to 
be  stamped,  and  all  breweries  are  subject 
to  Government  supervision.  Would  such 
a  duty  come  within  the  meaning  of  “ex¬ 
cise  ”  ?  Before  the  word  is  inserted  we 
should  know  to  what  it  is  intended  to 
apply. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  presume  that 
when  we  come  to  deal  with  the  matter  in 
the  federal  parliament  there  wull  be  a  uni¬ 
form  excise,  and  wliatever  principle  is 
agreed  to  generally  will  be  extended  to  all 
the  colonies,  consequently  no  difficulty  can 
really  arise. 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  A  difficulty 
will  arise  at  once  if  it  is  made  j^ayable 
into  the  general  revenue.  I  imagine  so  at 
least,  because  we  in  Tasmania  siiould  at 
once  do  away  with  the  duty. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  The  fact  of  what 
the  hon.  member’s  colony  will  do  before¬ 
hand  will  not  affect  what  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment  will  do  afterwards,  even  if  they 
had  no  excise  whatever.  The  hon,  mem¬ 
ber  referred  to  a  .system  of  affixing  stamps 
to  beer  barrels.  It  is  simply  a  77iodus 
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opcrandi  for  collecting  the  excise  duty  ;  it 
can  scarcely  be  called  a  stamp  duty  in  the 
strict  sense  of  the  term. 

Mr.  Adyk  Douglas:  Jt  is  strictly  excise  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  There  will  be  no 
more  didiculty,  I  imagine,  in  connection 
with  excise  duties  than  in  connection  with 
customs  duties.  I  suppose  it  is  under¬ 
stood  by  all  of  us  that  tlie  customs  duties 
or  excise  duties  shall  be  of  a  uniform 
character ;  that  one  law  shall  not  be  made 
to  suit  Victoria,  another  law  to  suit  South 
Atistralia,  and  another  law  to  suit  Western 
Australia ;  but  that  wliatever  customs 
laws  are  passed  shall  be  absolutely  the 
same  as  regards  all  the  colonies.  I  do  not 
suppose  it  is  necessary  to  insert  every  little 
thing  in  the  resolutions  for  the  information 
of  the  celebrated  draftsman  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  There  is  something 
more  in  the  insertion  of  the  word  ‘‘excise” 
than  appears  at  the  first  blush.  Perhaps 
the  question  of  state  rights  may  come  in 
in  a  \vay  which  we  do  not  anticipate.  In 
Tasmania  a  great  many  articles  are  liable 
to  excise  duty  which  are  not  liable  in  the 
other  colonies. 

Mr.  Burgess  :  Only  one — l>eer  ! 

Mr.  THYNNE :  There  is  nothing  to 
prevent  a  duty  on  the  production  of  to¬ 
bacco  being  classed  as  an  excise  duty.  In 
fact,  many  other  products  might  be  made 
liable  to  excise  duty  in  just  the  same  way. 
Is  the  federal  government  to  have  the 
same  power  of  imposing  taxation  on  local 
productions  as  the  state  governments  have. 
Tlie  subject  wants  a  little  more  considera¬ 
tion,  I  think.  I  can  foresee  possibilities 
under  whicli  rival  claims  may  be  made  by 
the  separate  colonies,  and  by  the  federal 
government  to  impose  taxation  on  the 
same  objects.  We  must  bear  in  mind 
that  we  are  pi-oducing  in  these  colonies 
almost  every  tiling  that  we  require.  Some 
colonies  produce  what  others  cannot  pro¬ 
duce.  A  tax  on  the  productions  of  one 
colony  would  be  a  very  unfair  tax,  and 


it  might  also  have  the  effect  of  depriving 
each  separate  state  of  its  own  legitimate 
source  of  revenue. 

Mr.  MUNKO  :  The  difficulty  wliich 
has  arisen  must  be  coped  with.  It  will  be 
absolutely  impossible  to  give  the  import 
duties  to  the  federal  government  without 
the  excise  duties,  unless  we  are  to  allow 
some  colonies  to  take  advantage  of  others. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  an  article 
which  I  do  not  use.  If  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  is  allowed  to  put  an  import  duty 
on  whiskey  for  the  w  hole  of  the  colonies, 
and  one  colony  puts  an  excise  duty  on 
the  local  manufacture,  and  another  colony 
does  not  do  so,  the  result  will  be  that  the 
colony  which  does  not  tax  the  local 
whiskey  will  get  the  local  article  produced 
to  the  largest  extent,  and  it  wdll  be  passed 
on  to  other  places,  because  being  a  local 
manufacture  it  will  not  be  liable  to  any 
duty.  I  understand,  whatever  we  may  do, 
w’e  intend  to  apply  the  same  law  to  every 
colony,  consequently  w^e  cannot  allow  the 
excise  duties  to  go  without  the  customs 
duties,  for  otherwise  the  wdiole  thing  will 
be  bound  to  go  w  rong.  At  the  present 
time  Tasmania  has  an  excise  duty  on  beer, 
Victoria  has  no  such  duty ;  but  there  is 
not  the  least  doubt  that  if  the  revenue  of 
Victoria  w’ere  to  become  short,  w^e  should 
fall  back  on  that  article  as  a  means  of 
raising  revenue.  If  w’e  are  to  give  the  ex¬ 
cise  and  customs  duties  to  the  federal  par¬ 
liament,  we  shall  expect  that  body  to  take  a 
large  amount  of  local  expenditure  off  our 
shoulders.  In  this  way  one  will  balance 
the  other.  We  spend,  for  instance,  large 
sums  on  defence  w^orks.  We  expect  the 
federal  parliament  to  take  over  the  whole 
of  the  defences,  and  in  that  way  one  wdll 
balance  the  other.  I  am  quite  clear,  how¬ 
ever,  that  if  the  excise  duties  are  not  to  go 
with  the  customs  duties  the  whole  thing 
will  break  down. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  do  not  think  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Munro,  quite  understood  the 
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argument  of  my  lion,  friend,  Mr.  Thynne. 
My  lion,  friend,  as  I  understood  liini,  ad¬ 
mits  that  excise  duties  must  be  uniform 
throughout  the  colonies  ;  ho  also  admits 
that  the  federal  legislature  must  have  the 
power  to  impose  excise  duties ;  but  he  points 
out  that,  although  the  duties  may  be  uni¬ 
form  in  all  the  colonies,  still  they  may  be 
imposed  on  some  article  which  is  raised 
exclusively  in  one  colony,  as,  for  instance, 
sugar  in  QueenslantL  Therefore  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  state  interests  comes  in,  although 
indirectly,  in  considering  the  matter  of 
regulating  excise  duties.  My  lion,  friend’s 
argument  is  worthy  of  our  consideration, 
because  taxation  might  be  imposed  in  such 
a  manner  that  one  particular  state  would 
be  prejudicially  affected,  and  the  rest  of  the 
states  would  obtain  an  unfair  advantage. 

Mr.  CLA.RK  :  The  case  just  mentioned 
is  exactly  parallel  with  the  tobacco  cases  in 
America,  to  which  I  referred  in  my  speech 
on  the  resolutions  the  other  day.  Having 
had  these  cases  brought  under  my  notice,  I 
thought  a  great  deal  about  the  subject, 
and  I  think  the  only  way  in  which  we  can 
avoid  that  state  of  things  arising  under  our 
constitution  is  by  providing  that  there  shall 
be  no  export  duties,  and  that  there  shall 
be  no  excise  duty  imposed  upon  any  article 
Avhich  is  not  also  subject  to  custom  duties. 

I  think  it  will  cover  the  whole  ground  if 
w^o  have  no  export  duties  whatever,  and 
no  excise  duties  except  on  articles  wliich 
are  subject  to  import  duties. 

Mr.  BURGESS  :  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  suggestion  of  my  hon.  friend,  Mr. 
Clark,  if  given  effect  to,  will  cover  most 
of  the  ground.  If  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Baker,  will  look  at  the  wording  of  the  re¬ 
solution,  I  think  he  will  see  very  clearly 
that  the  power  of  levying  an  excise  duty 
Avill  be  lodged  exclusively  in  the  hands  of 
the  federal  government,  and  that  the  local 
legislatures  will  have  no  power  whatever  to 
impose  an  excise  duty  upon  any  article.  It 
is  very  necessary  indeed  that  this  power 
[d/?\  Baker, 


should  be  possessed  by  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment,  particularly  in  view  of  the  way 
in  Avhich  the  customs  duties  as  a  whole 
would  be  affected  if  proper  care  were  not 
taken  to  provide  for  this  at  the  outset. 
The  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  in  his 
address  to  the  Convention  yesterday,  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  amount  of  duty  that  would 
be  lost  in  connection  wdth  intercolonial 
free-trade.  I  think  he  stated  that  the  total 
customs  revenue  of  the  colonies  at  the  })re- 
sent  time  was  something  like  .£8,000,000; 
but,  that  if  we  had  intercolonial  free-trade, 
that  amount  would  be  reduced  by  some 
£225,000.  I  am  quite  sure,  however,  that 
if  the  matter  be  carefully  looked  into, 
instead  of  the  amount  being  reduced  by 
some  £225,000,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  reduction  would  amount  to  betw^een 
£600,000  and  £700,000.  Take  one  item 
alone.  On  referring  to  the  statistics  of 
Queensland,  I  notice  that  the  average  ex¬ 
port  of  sugar  from  that  colony  is  40,000 
tons  per  annum.  Taking  the  average  duty 
levied  to  be  £5  per  ton,  that  would  repre¬ 
sent  £200,000.  In  addition  to  that  you 
would  lose  a  large  amount  collected  upon 
rum  manufactured  in  Queensland,  and 
upon  the  spirits  and  tobacco  manufactured 
in  both  Ne\v  South  Wales  and  Victoria, 
also  upon  the  w’ine  in  South  Australia,  to 
say  nothing  of  cereals.  It  will  be  found 
that  the  amount  given  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  w'ould  be  largely  increa.sed.  It  is  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  moment  that  w’e 
should  see  that  the  pow- er  of  levying  excise 
duties  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  federal 
parliament. 

Mr.  MARMION  :  I  can  seo  that  the 
giving  to  the  federal  parliament  of  tlie 
right  to  interfere  with  the  separate  states, 
so  far  as  the  levying  of  excise  duties  is  con¬ 
cerned,  may  have  rather  an  extraordinary 
effect,  unless  something  is  done  in  the 
direction  of  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Clark  ;  that  is,  provid¬ 
ing  for  an  import  duty  upon  every  article 
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upon  wliich  excise  is  levied.  I  will  give 
iny  reasons  for  thinking  so,  and  I  do  not 
think  they  have  been  touched  upon  by  any 
one  who  has  yet  spoken.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  colony!  represent — W'estern  Australia. 
We  are  large  producers  of  colonial  wine,  and 
wo  liope  to  be  large  producers  of  tobacco. 
We  have  also  a  large  number  of  breweries. 
Take  one  of  these  items.  It  is  proposed 
by  these  resolutions  that  trade  and  inter¬ 
course  between  all  the  Australian  colonies 
shall  be  absolutely  free.  Let  us  suppose 
that  the  federal  parliament  levied  an  excise 
duty  on  colonial  wine  of  a  few  shillings  per 
gallon  for  purposes  of  revenue.  There 
would  be  no  objection  to  that ;  but  what 
would  be  the  result  if  we  had  absolute 
free-trade  between  the  colonies  1  Colonial 
wine  would  be  imported  into  Western 
Australia  from  the  other  colonies,  and 
would  undersell  the  locally  produced  wine  ; 
and  the  same  thing  would  hold  good  with 
regard  to  tobacco,  and  the  other  items  to 
which  I  have  referred.  I  believe  I  am 
correct  in  that  view.  I  believe  it  is  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  that  we  should  carry  out 
either  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Clark,  or  one  similar  to  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald:  The  duty  would  be 
uniform  in  all  the  colonies  ! 

Mr.  MARMION  :  I  am  afraid  I  have 
scarcely  made  myself  understood.  I  have 
not  said  anything  as  to  the  uniformity  of 
the  duty.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
customs  duties,  excise  or  import,  would  be 
uniform  ;  but  the  case  I  put  is  this  :  Sup¬ 
posing  an  excise  duty  were  levied  on 
tobacco  in  Western  Australia  of  Is.  per 
lb.  The  manufacturer  would  have  to 
2)ay  the  duty  in  the  first  instance,  and 
later  on  the  consumer  would  have  to  pay 
it.  At  the  same  time,  the  tobacco  grown 
in  South  Australia,  Victoria,  and  New 
South  Wales  would  enter  the  colony  duty 
free. 

Mr.  Playford  :  But  there  would  be  an 
excise  duty  all  over  the  colonies  I 


Mr.  MARMION  :  Then,  I  fear  I  have 
misunderstood  the  question  ;  but  I  thought 
an  excise  was  a  duty  imposed  U2)on  inter¬ 
nal,  and  not  upon  external,  productions. 
I  have  never  read  of  an  excise  duty  refer¬ 
ring  to  productions  outside  of  the  country 
in  which  the  duty  was  levied. 

Mr.  J.  Forrest  :  It  is  generally  under¬ 
stood  to  be  a  duty  levied  upon  home  pro¬ 
ductions  ! 

Mr.  Mx\RMION  :  Then  my  argument, 
I  take  it,  is  applicable  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  I  think  we  ought 
to  make  haste  slowly  in  this  matter.  It 
would  be  only  right  that  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  should  have  the  right  to  levy  an 
excise  duty  upon  spirits,  tobacco,  and  beer. 
These  are  three  items  subject  to  excise  at 
the  present  time.  But  suppose  the  parlia¬ 
ment  were  to  go  a  little  further,  it  might 
possibly  put  an  excise  duty  upon  sugar, 
and,  as  far  as  I  know,  there  is  only  one 
colony  in  this  gi'oup  at  the  present  time 
which  grows  sugar. 

Mr.  Gordon:  Excise  would  include 
licenses! 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  The  states  representa¬ 
tive  would  see  to  those  matters  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  I  believe  an  ex¬ 
cise  would  also  include  a  stamp  duty.  I 
should  like  to  have  this  matter  fully  con¬ 
sidered.  It  is  getting  late,  and  in  the 
absence  of  the  mover  of  the  re.solutions  I 
think  they  might  now  be  postponed  until 
our  next  sitting.  T  therefore  move  : 

That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair,  i*e- 
port  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  should  like,  before 
that  question  is  put,  to  ask  members  of 
the  Convention  to  consider  the  question  as 
to  how  much  of  the  customs  revenue  of 
the  colonies  is  to  be  given  up  to  the  federal 
body  until  the  general  tariff  is  established. 
I  quite  understand  the  objections  of 
Western  Australia,  and  I  think  all  the 
colonies  would  object  to  give  up  the  whole 
of  their  customs  revenue  before  the  general 
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tariff  is  frainecl.  I  think  that  some  limit 
should  he  fixed,  say  about  one-fifth  of  tlie 
total.  A  general  tariff  should  be  estab¬ 
lished  before  the  colonies  abandon  the 
wliole  of  their  customs  revenue. 

Progress  reported. 

Convention  adjoiirnetl  at  4 *40  p.ni. 


MOXDAY,  IG  MARCH,  1S91. 


x\d(lress— lleix>rts  ou  Colonial  Defence-Federal 
Constitution. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.in. 

ADDRESS. 

The  following  .addre.ss  was  read  by  the 
secretary  : — 

57,  Queen-street,  Melbourne, 

13  March,  ISOl. 

Sir, — We  have  the  honor,  on  behalf  and  at  the 
request  of  the  members  of  council  of  the  Mel- 
lx)ume  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  tender  to  the 
members  of  the  Convention  the  assurance  of  the 
profound  sense  entertained  by  the  mercantile 
community  of  Melbourne  of  the  importance 
attaching  to  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention 
and  of  their  far-reaching  consequences. 

The  members  of  the  chamber  trust  that  the 
Convention  will  he  influenced  and  guided  by 
wise  and  patriotic  counsels,  and  that  on  all  the 
great  issues  which  will  come  under  their  con¬ 
sideration  the  conclusions  arrived  at  may  tend 
to  the  consolidation  of  Australian  interests,  the 
fuller  development  of  our  varied  resources,  and 
the  firmer  foundation  of  all  the  institutions  of 
our  civilisation  on  a  national  Ixisis  in  harmony 
amongst  ourselves  as  colonics,  and  alw'ays  in 
truest  touch  wdth  the  heart  of  the  great  British 
empire.  'Weare,  &c., 

Henry  G.  Turner,  Pre.sident. 

C.  Hal  LETT,  Secretary, 

REPORTS  ON  COLONIAL  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  DIBBS:  Before  the  orders  of  the 
day  are  called  on,  I  would  like  to  ask,  by 
way  of  suggestion,  whether  it  would  not 
be  desirable  that  the  reports  with  regard 
to  our  militaiy  defences,  which  have  been 
[Colonel  Smith, 


received  by  the  various  governments  from 
Major-General  Edwards  and  otliers,  should 
not  be  printed  and  circulated  in  this 
room,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  us  to 
thoroughly  understand  the  position  of  our 
military  defences  when  w’e  come  to  con¬ 
sider  the  4th  resolution  ?  I  make  that 
suggestion  beciiuse,  on  making  inquiries 
among  hon.  members  from  the  other  colo¬ 
nies,  I  have  been  told  that  certain  infor¬ 
mation  has  been  in  their  possession  as 
members  of  Parliament  which  has  not  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  members  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  this  colony.  In  dealing  w’ith  a 
large  question  such  as  military  defence  is 
likely  to  be  it  would  be  a  great  assistance 
if  hon.  members  had  the  advantage  of 
having  before  them  all  the  reports  which 
have  been  made  to  the  various  governments. 

The  President  :  There  can  be  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  affording  the  fullest  information 
to  members  of  this  Convention  which  the 
Government  may  have  in  its  possession. 
But  I  would  invite  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Convention  is  not  called  upon  to  consider 
the  state  of  the  military  forces  in  this 
country,  but  to  decide  the  question  whether 
these  forces  should  or  should  not  be  placed 
under  a  federal  parliament;  and  the  light 
which  may  be  throw^n  on  the  state  of  the 
forces  in  any  colony  by  any  reports  will 
not  in  any  way  assist  us  in  deciding  upon 
the  policy  whether  or  not  the  forces  of  the 
country  are  to  lx?  placed  under  a  federal 
government. 

FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION. 

In  Committee  (QonB\deviii\on  resumed  from 
13th  March)  on  motion  by  Sir  Henry 
Parkes  : 

The  Chairman  :  The  original  question 
was  that  the  following  resolution  be  agreed 
to  : — 

(3.)  That  the  power  and  authority  to  impose 
customs  duties  shall  l)e  exclusively  lodged  in  the 
federal  government  and  parliament,  subject  to 
such  disposal  of  the  revenues  thence  derived  as 
shall  be  agreed  npon. 
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It  lias  since  been  moved  by  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Deakin,  by  way  of  amendment, 
that  after  tlie  word  “  customs,”  in  the 
second  line,  the  following  words  be  in¬ 
serted,  “  and  excise.” 

Mr.  OOIIDON  :  I  think  the  Convention 
did  wisely  at  its  last  sitting  in  postponing 
further  consideration  of  these  resolutions 
until  the  members  should  have  had  time  to 
give  them  fuller  consideration,  because, 
after  all,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  involved  in  the  resolution  now  before 
us  touches  a  very  vital  point  in  the  discus¬ 
sion.  It  touches  the  money  bills,  and, 
as  was  said  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
AVrixon,  the  power  of  government  really 
1  ies  in  the  power  of  the  purse.  I  support  the 
suggestion  made  by  several  hon.  members, 
that  as  much  as  possible  we  should  clear  the 
ground  of  this  discussion  as  we  proceed. 
The  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  sug¬ 
gested  that  we  should  give  the  draftsman 
of  the  proposed  bill  merely  a  sketch  of 
instructions,  and  leave  a  great  deal  to  be 
filled  up  by  those  wliose  duty  it  will  be  to 
prepare  the  bill. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No.  AFy  sug¬ 
gestion  was  the  opposite ! 

Mr.  GORDON  :  Then  I  must  place 
myself  in  the  ranks  of  those  hon.  members 
who  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to 
more  than  once  misunderstand  the  hon. 
member. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  lion,  mem¬ 
ber  mistook  the  suggestion  ! 

Air.  GORDON  :  I  understood  that  two 
suggestions  were  before  the  Convention  at 
its  last  meeting.  The  fii-st  was  that  our 
instructions  to  the  draftsman  should  be 
somewhat  sketchy,  and  that  we  should  re¬ 
consider  tlie  bill  when  it  was  brought  be¬ 
fore  us.  The  other  suggestion  was  that 
we  should  as  much  as  possible  clear  the 
ground  of  tlie  discussion  as  we  went  along. 

I  think  our  duty  is  to  save  time  as  much 
as  possible?,  as  was  suggested  by  the  hon. 


member,  Mr.  Playford,  by  settling  every 
item  and  condition  of  the  contract  we  are 
about  to  make  before  we  instruct  the 
draftsman  to  prepare  the  bill,  because, 
even  if  we  are  only  building  “a  castle  in 
Spain,”  we  had  better  now  decide  how  high 
and  deep  the  building  shall  be,  how  many 
rooms  it  shall  contain,  and  leave  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  decorations  for  future  con¬ 
sideration.  There  are  many  definitions 
and  provisions  which  the  draftsman  must 
insert,  and  members  of  the  Convention 
cannot  insert  those  as  they  go  along. 
But  with  regard  to  all  the  principles  that 
must  be  embodied  in  the  contract,  and  all 
the  terms  vital  to  its  being  carried  out,  w’^e 
should  clear  the  ground  as  we  go  along,  so 
that  we  shall  not  afterwards  have  to  re¬ 
trace  our  steps  and  make  fresh  arrange¬ 
ments.  AVich  this  view  I  shall  at  once 
propose  an  amendment  upon  the  resolution 
before  us.  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  all  the  w'ords  after  the  'word  “  That  ”  be 
struck  out. 

The  Chairmax  :  The  hon.  member  can 
only  do  that  if  the  mov'or  of  the  present 
amendment  wdthdraw^s  it. 

Air.  Gordon  :  I  did  not  understand  that 
the  original  amendment  had  any  pre.scrip- 
tive  right. 

The  Chairman  :  The  original  question 
'was  that  this  resolution  be  agreed  to. 
Since  then  Air.  Deakin  has  proposed,  by 
way  of  an  amendment  : 

That  after  the  word  “customs”  the  words 
“and  excise  ”  shall  be  introduced. 

Air.  Fvsu  :  I  understand  that  the  hon. 
member,  Air.  Gordon,  desires  to  move  a 
prior  amendment,  and,  therefore,  he  would 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  GORDON :  Perhaps  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  will  temporarily  withdrew  his  sugges¬ 
tion  as  to  excise.  I  did  not  understand, 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  day,  that  the 
hon.  member  made  the  motion  formally. 
He  certainly  suggested  it,  but  it  does  not 
appear  on  the  business-paper. 
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IMr.  Deakin  :  I  have  no  objection  to 
^withdraw  the  amendment  if  that  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  fullest  consideration  of  the 
resolution. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  GORDON :  I  am  mucli  obliged  to 
the  lion,  member.  The  amendment  which 
I  proi:>ose  is  as  follows  : — 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  ‘‘  That”  be 
omitted  with  a  view  to  the  insertion  in  lieu 
thereof  of  the  words  : — “  (1.)  The  customs  duties 
imposed  by  the  federated  colonies  upon  goods 
imported  from  places  ouUide  such  colonies  shall 
be  uniform,  and  shall  l>e  fixe<l  by  the  federal 
government,  and  that  such  excise  duties  as  may 
be  agreed  upon  shall  be  similarly  fixecl.  (2.) 
That  trade  between  the  federated  colonies  shall 
)>e  absolutely  free.  (3.)  That  all  bounties  for 
manufacture  or  production  shall  be  offered  only 
by  the  federal  parliament,  and  that  all  bounties 
now  offered  by  any  of  the  federated  colonies  for 
manufacture  or  production  shall  be  withdrawn. 
(4.)  That  upon  all  railway  lines  which  in  the 
opinion  of  the  federal  goveniment  are  lines 
affecting  trade  between  any  two  or  more  of  the 
fe<lerated  colonies,  a  uniform  charge  for  carriage 
to  be  fixed  by  the  federal  government,  shall  pre¬ 
vail.  (5. )  That  the  expenses  of  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment  shall  be  apportioned  annually  be¬ 
tween  the  colonies  in  proportion  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  populations.  ” 

Leaving  out  of  consideration  for  a  moment 
the  question  as  to  who  shall  collect  the 
customs  duties,  which  I  shall  deal  with 
presently,  there  are  some  important  addi¬ 
tions  wliich,  it  appears  to  me,  must  be  im¬ 
ported  into  tliis  resolution  before  it  can  be 
said  to  fairly  embody  the  terms  of  the  con¬ 
tract  into  which  it  is  proposed  the  various 
colonies  .shall  enter.  Tliis  is  largely  a  com¬ 
mercial  treaty,  and  its  initiation  is  really 
the  promotion  of  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  these  colonies,  as  it  is  pretty  generally 
admitted  was  the  ca.se  in  the  federation  of 
the  American  coloiiies.  There  were  some 
other  conditions  affecting  their  federation 
whicli  happily  do  not  surround  us  ;  but  it  is 
chiefly  in  the  commercial  interests  of  tliese 
colonies  that  we  desire  to  federate.  If  this 
is  a  commercial  treaty,  it  behoves  us  to 


see  that  its  terms  are  fairly  sot  out,  so  that 
each  colony  coming  into  the  federation  may 
understand  the  bargain  which  it  is  making, 
and  as  far  as  possible  that  such  provisions 
1)0  drawn  up  as  will  prevent  irritation 
from  afterward.s  arising.  Wo  want,  there¬ 
fore,  in  the  first  place,  to  see  what  we 
are  going  to  pay,  and  in  the  next  place 
what  we  are  going  to  get  from  federation. 
A  knowledge  of  what  the  price  is  to  be, 
and  what  are  the  advantages  to  be  .secured 
by  the  price  paid,  is  the  first  preliminary 
to  a  commercial  bargain,  and  the  only  dele¬ 
gate  who  made  an  attempt  to  tackle  the 
question,  What  have  we  to  pay  ?”  was 
tlie  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan.  We 
were  pretty  much  on  the  heiglits  of  Pisgah 
before,  viewing  tlie  promised  land  from  a 
distance;  but  the  hon.  member  tried  to 
ascertain  our  position  and  to  come  down 
to  the  hard  logic  of  facts.  He  told  us  it 
will  cost  £2,000,000  to  support  the  federal 
parliament,  and  to  carry  out  the  purposes 
for  which  it  will  be  established.  I  be¬ 
lieve  tbe  hon.  member  is  well  within  the 
mark  in  that  estimate,  and  that  the  cost 
will  be  more.  But  for  the  purpose  of  my 
argument  I  shall  a.s.sume  that  federation 
will  cost  £2,000,000.  As  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  w'hich  he  founded  on  some  of  his 
figures,  that  the  colonies  'would  get  the 
money  back  again  in  tlie  shape  of  the  de¬ 
creased  rate  of  interest  at  wdiich  they  could 
borrow,  I  believe  that  to  be  thoroughly 
unsound,  and  it  does  not  su])port  his  de¬ 
servedly  gimt  reputation  as  a  financier. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  only  mentioned  that 
as  one  of  the  incidental  matters  in  con¬ 
nection  w'ith  the  subject.  I  did  not  want 
to  form  any  argument  of  a  logical  nature 
upon  it. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  did  not  hear  the  hon. 
members  speech  ;  but  in  the  official  report 
it  certainly  appears  as  a  very  substantial 
argument.  Nothing  could  be  more  sub¬ 
stantial  than  a  statement  to  the  colonies 
to  the  effect  that  if  they  spent  £2,000,000 
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upon  federation,  they  would  get  that  sum 
hack  within  a  few  thousand  pounds  by 
the  decreased  interest  which  they  would 
have  to  pay  for  loans.  It  appears  to  me 
that  tlio  ai’guinent  would  be  a  good  one, 
if  true;  but  I  believe  tliat  it  is  most 
unsound.  Underlying  the  fact  tliat  the 
federal  parliament  would  be  able  to  bor¬ 
row  more  cheaply  than  the  colonies  now 
do  is  the  fact  that  it  would  liave  to 
take  over  the  assets  of  the  colonies.  But 
I  do  not  think  that  that  is  possible.  If 
they  did  take  over  the  debts  they  would 
only  take  over  those  incurred  on  good 
assets.  It  is  not  to  be  suppo.sed  that  they 
would  take  over  the  debts  incurred  in 
building  breakwaters  that  shelter  no  ships, 
railways  that  carry  no  goods,  or  jetties  on 
which  the  grass  is  growing,  and  in  the 
other  reckless  expenditure  in  which  every 
colony  has  indulged.  There  are  such  as¬ 
sets  everywhere,  and  only  the  other  day  I 
saw  it  stated  that  the  great  colony  of 
Victoria  was  going  to  close  one  of  her 
railways.  The  federal  government  would 
only  take  our  picked  assets,  upon  which 
they  could  borrow  cheaply,  and  we  should 
be  left  with  our  bad  assets,  upon  which 
we  would  have  to  go,  cap  in  hand,  to  the 
Jews,  to  get  any  money  at  all,  so  that 
we  should  more  than  lose  the  advantage 
which  we  now  have  of  being  able  to  bor¬ 
row  at  a  cheap  rate  upon  our  good  assets. 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  rise  to  order.  Is  it 
understood  that  in  Committee  hon.  mem¬ 
bers,  speaking  upon  a  special  resolution, 
may  debate  all  the  matters  that  wore  raised 
in  the  discussion  in  the  Convention  1  At 
the  present  time  the  hon.  member  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  bo  speaking  upon  a  special  resolu¬ 
tion  before  the  Committee  ;  but  lie  is  really 
replying  to  a  speech  made  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  iSrcMillan,  when  the  whole  of  the 
resolutions  were  before  us.  If  we  go  on  in 
that  w’ay  we  shall  never  finish  tlie  business. 

The  Chairman  :  I  think  that  the  hon. 
member,  when  he  proposed  his  amendment, 
z 


ought  to  liave  handed  it  in  to  the  clerk,  so 
that  I  miglit  be  able  to  understand  whether 
he  was  speaking  to  the  resolutions  generally, 
or  to  the  amendment.  The  hon.  member 
would  certainly  not  be  in  order  in  speaking 
of  matters  irrelevanttoliis  amendment;  but 
I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  forming 
an  opinion  as  to  whether  he  is  doing  so. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  am  dealing  with  ex¬ 
cise  duties,  in  relation  to  the  question  with 
which  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan, 
dealt  the  other  day. 

Mr.  Munro:  The  hon.  member  was  deal¬ 
ing  with  loans — a  different  question  alto¬ 
gether  ! 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  am  dealing  witli  cer¬ 
tain  questions  touching  excise  duties,  and 
I  believe  I  am  in  order  in  doing  so.  I 
shall  be  very  loatli  to  attempt  to  draw  the 
discu.ssion  into  channels  which  would  waste 
time ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  I  am  trying  to 
save  time  by  dealing  with  the  questions 
ti*eated  in  the  resolution  before  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  namely^  the  collection  of  the  excise 
duties,  why  we  are  a.sked  to  surrender  them, 
and,  if  we  surrender  them,  what  we  are  to 
get  for  them.  It  appears  to  me  that  my  re¬ 
marks  are  in  the  main  to  the  resolution 
before  the  Committee,  and  I  shall  continue 
them,  as  shortly  as  possible,  unless  hon. 
members  object.  I  think  I  have  shown 
that  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  hon. 
member,  ]Mr.  Mc^NIillan,  are  not  justified 
by  his  figures  ;  but  I  will  assume  that  his 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  to  the  various  colonies  will  be 
£2,000,000.  That  is  what  wc  have  to  pay. 
Now,  what  .sliall  we  get  for  it  *?  A  treaty, 
which  is  really  a  commercial  bargain,  is 
what  has  to  be  enacted  by  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  we  must  see  that  the  commercial 
advantages  to  be  gained  by  it,  great  as  they 
will  be,  are  clearly  assured  to  us  by  it.  I 
liavc  as  mucli  reliance  as  any  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  on  tlie  good  faith  of  the  colonies  ;  but 
at  the  same  time  I  think  that  it  is  a 
quality  to  be  kept  as  much  in  reserve  as 
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poSvsiMe,  to  be  drawn  upon  only  wlien 
necessary,  and  tlie  clearer  the  terms  of  tlio 
contract,  the  less  chance  there  will  be  of 
irritation  and  disiigi’eement  in  the  future. 
I  think  it  necessary,  therefore,  that  the 
stipulations  embodied  in  my  aiuendment 
should  come  on  at  this  stage.  First  of  all, 
the  duties  must  be  uniform.  Of  coui'se,  I 
know  that  it  will  be  finally  enacted  by  the 
Convention  that  the  duties  should  be  uni¬ 
form;  but  it  is  as  well  to  state  it,  as  also, 
following  the  amendment  of  the  lion,  niem- 
bor,  Mr.  Deakin,  with  regard  to  excise 
duties,  that  only  certain  excise  duties 
should  be  included.  The  dictionary  defini¬ 
tion  of  excise  embraces  a  good  deal  more 
than  the  local  parliaments  v.fill  give  up. 
According  to  the  English  definition  of  the 
w'ord  it  embraces  licenses ;  but  the  defini¬ 
tion,  which  1  have  no  doubt  every  member 
of  the  Convention  intends,  is  simply  duties 
upon  articles  of  home  production,  especially 
spirits.  My  amendment,  therefore,  would 
pi*ovide  that  certain  excise  duties  to  be 
asrreed  urKin  should  be  handed  over.  Then 
we  come  to  the  question  of  the  abolition 
of  the  bounties  offered  by  the  various 
governments.  [N'ow,  what  would  be  the 
good  of  free- trade  between  the  colonies  if, 
in  one  colony,  wc  have  bounty-fed  goo<Is 
competing  with  goods  manufactured  in  a 
colony  where  there  are  no  bounties  ?  Quite 
recently,  in  the  gi'eat  colony  of  Victoria, 
and  out  of  a  magnificent  surplus  which  that 
colony  earned  under  the  able  management 
of  the  late  government,  a  sum  of  between 
c{- 250,000  and  JS300,000  w^as  devoted  to¬ 
wards  the  promotion  of  local  industries. 

Colonel  Smith  :  That  is  nearly  all  gone  ! 

Mr.  GORDON  :  If  it  is  nearly  all  gone, 
I  can  only  congratulate  the  farmers  on 
having  secured  it.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
that  policy,  with  which  I  most  heartily 
disagree,  because  I  think  that  bounties  aro 
most  ^dciou.s,  having  been  once  initiated, 
is  likely  to  be  repeated. 

Mr.  Munro  :  No  fear  ! 

[Mr,  Gordon, 


Mr.  GORDON  :  The  money,  however, 
has  not  all  gone,  and  Victoria  is  not  the 
only  colony  which  has  offered  bounties 
for  the  promotion  of  the  manufacture  of 
home  products.  In  my  own  colony  of 
South  Australia  we  have  offered  a  bonus 
for  the  growth  of  a  certain  quantity  of  sugar. 
What  w’ould  our  Queensland  friends  say  to 
us  if,  with  free-trade  between  the  colonies, 
we  were  to  supply  them  with  bounty-fed 
sugar,  as  against  their  production,  wliich  had 
no  bounty  to  support  it?  To  make  this  a  fail- 
contract,  we  shall  have  to  provide  that  tlie 
federal  government  .shall  only  fix  bounties 
on  home-grown  goods  or  manufactures,  and 
that  all  bounties  now  offered  by  the  variou.s 
governments  shall  be  absolutely  abolished. 
That  appears  to  me  to  be  essentially  neces¬ 
sary  to  making  a  fair  contract  on  the  basis 
of  intercolonial  free-trade.  I  now  come 
to  the  next  point,  namely,  that  there  sliall 
bo  a  provision  which  shall  prevent  a  war 
of  railway  tariffs.  What  will  be  the 
good  of  free -trade  between  the  colonies  if, 
for  instance,  at  Broken  Hill,  New  South 
Wales  having  no  railway  to  a  seaport  on 
her  shores,  South  Australia  can  charge  an 
enormously  Iiigh  rate  of  carriage  upon  New 
South  Wales  goods  earned  to  one  of  her 
own  ports  ;  or,  if  New  South  Wale.s,  hav¬ 
ing  a  railway  to  one  of  her  own  ports,  and 
South  Australia  having  a  railway  to  one 
of  hers,  one  of  these  colonies  chooses  to 
initiate  a  war  of  tariffs,  and  to  carry  goods 
at  a  loss,  in  order  to  tempt  the  goods  of 
other  colonie.s  to  her  lines  ?  By  this  means 
the  wdiole  of  the  benefits  of  the  contract 
would  be  swept  away,  and  a  barrier  would 
l>e  erected,  more  insurmountable,  more 
irritating,  and  which  would  lead  to  more 
vindictive  reprisals  than  under  any  sys¬ 
tem  of  protection  ever  invented.  The 
system  of  protection,  after  all,  has  some 
social  basis  to  work  upon  ;  it  is  not  purely 
a  commercial  system  of  pounds,  shilling?*? 
and  pence ;  but  a  war  of  railway  tariffs  has 
nothing  to  commend  it.  It  is  essential, 
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before  giving  up  cuytoins  duties,  before  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  federal  government,  before 
tli0  colonies  come  into  the  contract  at  all, 
that  these  two  points,  and  especially  tlie 
last-mentioned  one,  should  be  settled  by  the 
colonies.  If  the  railway  lines  between  any 
two  or  more  of  the  colonies  are  decided  by 
the  federal  parliament  to  be  lines  affecting 
the  trade  between  the  colonies,  the  federal 
parliament  alone  should  have  the  right  to 
fix  the  rates.  Then  we  shall  get  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  contract.  I  do  not  think  that, 
with  these  condition.s  up  to  this  point,  the 
colonies  will  be  paying  too  much  if  they 
j»ay  £2,000,000  per  annum  for  federation. 
I  anticipate  the  greatest  advantage  to  the 
commerce  of  the  continent  from  the  free¬ 
dom  of  the  borders  from  customs  duties, 
and  from  united  action  in  commercial 
Tnattor.s.  The  two  conditions  which  I  have 
indicated,  hoAvever,  must  he  clearly  under¬ 
stood.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned — I  have 
not  mentioned  this  matter  to  any  of  niy 
colleagues,  excepting  the  lion,  member,  Sir 
John  Downer,  a  couple  of  minutes  ago — I 
shall  agree  to  no  treaty  which  does  not 
embrace  those  conditions,  and  in  terms  re¬ 
specting  which  there  can  be  no  possible 
mistake  wliatever.  We  now  come  to  the 
last  clause  embraced  in  my  amendment,  and 
which  covers  the  point  as  to  whether  these 
customs  duties  shall  be  collected  by  the 
various  governments  or  by  the  federal  par¬ 
liament.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  col¬ 
lection  of  duties  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  will  bring  about  what  thehon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraitli,  so  happily 
described  as  a  dislocation  of  the  finances. 
Each  of  these  colonies  is  vei*y  heavily  in 
debt.  Take  South  Australia.  Her  debt 
is  something  over  £20,000,000,  and  her 
customs  duties  roach  £600,000  a  year. 
Wc  require  every  penny  of  that  money  as 
it  comes  in ;  and  not  to  obtain  it  as  it 
comes  in,  or  as  much  of  it  as  we  can  pos¬ 
sibly  get,  means  financing ;  it  means  going 
to  the  banks.  How  long  is  it  likely  that 


a  federal  government  will  lock  up  the 
£8,000,000  which  they  will  collect  from 
the  customs  ? 

^Ir.  Baker  :  They  can  hand  it  over 
every  day  ! 

Mr.  GORDON :  It  is  irnpos.sible  to 
hand  it  over  every  day.  How  is  tlie  ex¬ 
ecutive  to  know  what  money  will  be  re¬ 
quired?  Supposing  the  federal  government 
reserves  £2,000,000  for  their  expenditure, 
will  it  not  be  competent  for  the  federal 
parliament  to  make  it  £4,000,000  or 
£1,000,000?  Therefore,  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  must  always  hold  a  very  large  sur¬ 
plus  over  and  above  what  the  government 
may  rea.sonably  think  will  be  required  for 
federal  purposes.  If  £2,000,000  per  annum 
is  the  estimated  amount  required,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  that,  in  order  to  be  well  with¬ 
in  their  borders,  in  order  to  Lave  reserve 
funds,  and  to  be  able  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  government,  the}'  will  have  to  kec]) 
.something  like  £4,000,000  in  hand,  and 
that  means  a  contribution  from  Soutli 
Australia  of  £400,000  annually,  wliich 
will  be  kept  from  her,  it  appears  to  me — 
of  course  this  is  entirely  a  suggestion — for 
long  periods  of  time.  Supposing  the  federal 
parliament  only  sits  four  months  once  in 
tlie  year,  there  will  be  eight  months  during 
which  there  will  be  no  arrangement  as  to 
the  disposition  of  the  finances,  and  during 
which  the  executive  of  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  will  not  know  wliat  expenditure  their 
parliament  is  going  to  insist  upon.  They 
certainly  must  retain  at  least  £4,000,000 
every  year  in  order  to  cany  out  their  duties, 
and  in  order  to  be  well  supported  for  any 
expenditure  the  federal  parliament  may 
authorise.  As  South  Australia  is  at  present 
situated,  she  cannot  afford  to  let  £400,000 
per  annum — and  I  do  not  think  tliat  is  an 
unreasonable  estimate — be  locked  up  by 
the  federal  government.  It  appears  to  me 
that  this  will  be  a  most  expensive  way  of 
collecting  £2,000,000.  To  say  that  the 
federal  government  shall collect£8, 000, 000 
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and  hand  back  £6,000,000.  is  to  say  that 
tliey  are  adopting  absolutely  the  most  ex¬ 
pensive  and  roundabout  way  of  collecting 
£2,000,000.  Why  not  let  the  colonies 
hand  over  £2,000,000,  as  provided  by  the 
federal  parliament,  at  once  ? 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Wo  have  not  agreed 
about  the  £2,000,000  as  yet ;  it  is  only 
imaginary  at  present  I 

Mr.  GOKDOjN" :  Myargument  isfounded 
on  the  supposition  that  the  figures  of  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  are  correct.  I 
do  not  say  that  they  are  correct ;  but  I  think 
they  are  nearly  correct.  I  do  not  think  any 
delegate  will  estimate  the  cost  of  the  fed¬ 
eral  parliament  at  much  under  £2,000,000; 
but  whatever  the  amount  may  be,  it  is 
simply  a  matter  of  proportion.  The  diffi¬ 
culty  remains,  that  a  very  large  amount 
of  money  will  be  kept  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  treasurers  of  the  various  colonies,  and 
which  the  smaller  colonies  can  ill  afford  to 
have  reserved. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  That  includes  a  large 
amount  which  we  pay  under  any  circum¬ 
stances  ! 

Mr.  GORDON  :  No  doubt  it  includes 
defences.  Let  us  take  the  ease  of  South 
Australia  with  regard  to  defences.  We 
pay  £50,000  a  year  for  our  defences ;  but 
our  share  of  £2,000,000  will  be  £200,000, 
so  that  we  will  be  paying  £150,000  more 
than  we  are  at  present  paying.  The  diffi¬ 
culty  is  this  :  it  is  not  only  the  amount  we 
have  to  pay,  but  it  is  the  fact  that  a  large 
amount  of  money  wffiich  we  want  from  day 
to  day  will  be  absolutely  locked  up.  I 
place  this  suggestion,  which  I  will  not  fur¬ 
ther  labour,  before  the  Convention.  Apart 
from  that  point,  however,  this  will  be  for 
other  reasons  the  most  expensive  way  of 
collecting  the  £2,000,000,  or  whatever  the 
amount  required  for  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  may  l^e.  I  am  sure  it  will  involve 
a  large  increase  of  officers.  There  will 
have  to  be  a  system  of  checking.  You 
cannot  collect  the  moneys  of  a  colony,  out 
[d/r.  Gordon, 


of  which  deductions  have  to  bo  made,  and 
the  balance  refunded,  with  a  staff  that  is 
sufficient  to  simply  collect  the  amount  and 
hand  it  over  to  one  authority. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Why  not  ? 

Mr.  GORDON  :  You  cannot  perform 
a  double  business  operation  of  that  sort 
as  easily  as  you  can  perform  a  single  busi¬ 
ness  operation. 

Mr.  Munro:  Cannot  a  cheque  for 
£10,000  be  dravn  without  a2)pointing  an 
additional  officer  ? 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  will  take  the  hon. 
member’s  own  illustration.  You  cannot 
receive  £10,000,  and  draw  a  cheque  for 
£2, 000 and  a  cheque  for  £8,000  as  cheaply 
as  you  can  receive  £10,000  and  draw  a 
cheque  for  £10,000.  It  is  an  ab  c  proposi¬ 
tion  in  financial  business  which  cannot  be 
controverted,  that  you  cannot  perform  a 
large  double  business  operation  of  this  kind 
as  cheaply  as  a  single  one.  It  involves  a 
double  set  of  books,  and  it  must,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  bo  more  expensive.  It 
is  a  question  also  whether  the  system  pro¬ 
posed  will  not  involve  a  di.slocation  of  the 
civil  service  of  all  the  colonies,  as  weW  as 
a  dislocation  of  the  finances.  The  customs 
service  of  every  colony  forms  a  large  portion 
of  its  civil  service,  and  the  customs  officers 
will  have  to  be  transferred  to  the  federal 
government.  Some  of  the  colonies  have 
regulations  which  give  their  civil  servants 
pensions  and  some  have  not,  and  the  colo¬ 
nies  that  give  pensions  to  their  civil  ser¬ 
vants  will  be  involved  either  in  a  most 
expensive  computation  of  pensions  or  in 
some  adjustment  of  the  relations  between 
the  civil  servants  themselves.  This  is,  I 
think,  quite  clear.  We  have  no  system  of 
pensions  to  civil  servants  in  South  Aus¬ 
tralia,  and  we  are  nob  going  to  take  over 
civil  servants  of  the  other  colonies  with 
tlieir  pensions  or  right  to  earn  pensions.  So 
the  colonies  with  a  civil  service  such  as  that 
of  this  large  colony  of  New  South  Wales, 
where  the  civil  servants,  either  from  length 
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of  service  or  other  causes,  earn  pensions, 
will  have  to  compute  tlieir  pensions  or 
make  a  bargain  witli  the  civil  servants 
which  will  reimburse  them  for  the  loss 
they  will  incur  by  serving  under  another 
government,  or  the  federal  government 
will  have  to  take  over  their  pensions, 
which  it  is  not  likely  to  do.  Federation 
involves  a  dislocation  of  finances,  a  most 
expensive  mode  of  collecting  the  money  re¬ 
quired,  and  a  large  expense  for  readjust¬ 
ment  of  the  civil  service.  On  these  points  it 
seems  to  mo  that  the  simplest  system  will 
be  for  the  colonies  to  pay  over  to  the  fede¬ 
ral  government  the  contribution  which  the 
federal  government  adjudges  they  must 
pay. 

Mr.  Playford  :  That  is  the  old  con¬ 
federation  in  America  which  broke  down  ! 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  am  aware  that  it  is 
the  system  of  finance  that  prevailed  under 
the  American  confederation,  which  broke 
down,  however,  from  causes  that  will  not 
happen  here. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Suppose  one  colony  re¬ 
fused  to  pay  its  proportion  ? 

Mr.  GORDON  :  If  one  colony  dared  to 
refuse  to  pay  its  proportion,  its  credit  on 
the  London  money  market  w'ould  be  lost 
altogether.  It  is  as  easy  to  say  that  one 
colony  will  bring  about  a  revolution  and 
secede  from  the  federation  as  not  pay  its 
proportion.  I  am  astonished  that  the  hon. 
member,  who  lias  so  much  pride  in  the  re¬ 
sources  of  the  colony  of  Victoria,  should 
suggest  that  any  of  the  colonies  will  not 
pay  its  contribution.  To  my  mind  the 
thing  is  absolutely  unthinkable — at  least, 
as  much  as  that  any  one  of  the  colonies 
will  secede  from  the  union.  Referring  to 
the  interjection  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr, 
[Playford,  I  say  that  the  causes  that  led 
to  the  breakdown  of  the  financial  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  old  American  confederacy  are 
not  likely  to  happen  here.  That  was  the 
result  of  the  strain  of  a  long  war,  which 
we  are  not  likely  to  have  here.  The  diffi¬ 


culties  of  transport  would  prevent  a  long 
war.  No  nation  in  the  world,  excepting 
the  CJnnese,  could  keep  up  three  or  four 
campaigns  against  a  country  12,000  miles 
away  ;  and  we  have  in  addition  the  navies 
of  old  England  riding  tlie  seas  to  protect 
us.  The  American  confederacy  had  no 
protections  of  this  kind.  The  only  argu¬ 
ment  in  favour  of  the  central  government 
not  collecting  the  revenues  is  that  the 
American  confederacy  broke  dowm  under 
the  same  system  ;  but,  in  a  reasonable 
contemplation  of  events,  we  may  say  that 
it  broke  down  from  causes  that  will  not 
affect  us  here.  Even  supposing  it  were 
reasonable  to  suggest  .such  a  breakdown, 
considering  the  distance  and  the  possibili¬ 
ties,  the  balance  of  convenience  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  in  favour  of  ray  contention  ;  and  when 
the  strain  does  come  it  will  be  much 
cheaper  for  us  to  make  new  financial  ar¬ 
rangements  then,  than  to  go  on  during  the 
next  fifty  or  sixty  years  paying  through 
the  nose  as  w'e  should  do  for  such  an 
arrangement  as  the  resolutions  propose. 

I  am  aware  that  this  suggestion  of  mine 
contemplates  a  somewhat  looser  bond  of 
union  than  the  resolutions  contemplate — 
that  follows  as  a  matter  of  course ;  but 
if  we  are  to  achieve  anything  beyond  a 
steji  in  consultation  the  agreement  at  which 
we  do  arrive  will  have  to  be  somewhat  less 
than  the  union  contemplated  by  the  reso¬ 
lutions  now  before  the  Convention.  I 
think  that  the  ari'angement  which  I  sug¬ 
gest  will  allow  Western  Australia  to  come 
into  the  federation  on  something  like  rea¬ 
sonable  grounds.  The  hon.  delegates  from 
that  colony  tell  us  that  they  cannot  give 
up  their  customs  duties  right  aw'ay  ;  they 
might  be  allowed  to  keep  them  and  pay 
only  such  a  contribution  for  defence  as  the 
federal  government  decided  was  their  fair 
share  for  the  protection  afibrded  them,  and 
which,  I  am  sure,  that  colony  w’ould  gladly 
pay. 

Amendment  proposed. 
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Mr.  jMcMILLAN  :  With  all  respect  to 
my  lion,  friend  opposite,  I  think  we  are  in 
great  danger  of  misconceiving  the  exact 
character  of  tlie  debate  upon  tlieso  reso¬ 
lutions.  As  far  as  I  understand,  these 
resolutions  wei*e  never  intended  to  be 
amended  in  the  elaborate  manner  fore¬ 
shadowed  by  the  hon.  member,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  take  that  course 
we  are  simply  now'  going  through  the 
discussion  that  will  have  to  be  carried  out 
in  a  committee  upon  financial  matters.  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  probably  one  of 
the  schemes  to  bicilitate  business  will  be 
after  these  resolutions  have  been  passed  in 
some  shape  or  other,  to  have  a  series  of 
committees  dealingspecifically  with  certain 
subjects,  and  then  the  outcome  of  those 
committees  will  be  resolutions  of  a  char¬ 
acter  which  will  form  the  ba.sis  of  a  bill 
which  will  be  capable  of  scientific  amend¬ 
ment.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  un¬ 
less  w'e  try  to  pass  the  general  principles 
which  only  are  embodied  in  these  reso¬ 
lutions,  we  may  get  into  second  reading 
speeches,  which  may  really  be  a  reitera¬ 
tion  of  the  elaborate  speeches  of  last  week ; 
consequently  I  would  urge  upon  my  hon. 
friend  and  others  that  it  would  be  better 
for  us  to  pa.ss  these  re.solu lions  with  any 
verbal  amendments  that  may  be  necessary  ; 
but  simply  embodying  in  the  result  the 
principles  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  These  are  priiiciides  in 
the  amendment — as  much  principles  as  in 
the  resolutions ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  would  ask  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Gordon,  to  withdraw' 
the  amendment.  I  may  say,  m  justice  to 
Sir  Samuel  Griflith,  that  it  w'as  not  he  w’ho 
suggested  that  we  should  pass  the  resolu¬ 
tions  in  a  general  shape  and  discuss  the 
matters  afteiwvards,  when  they  were  em¬ 
bodied  in  a  bill.  It  was  I  who  made  that 
suggestion.  It  is  impossible,  in  a  large 
Committee  like  thi.s,  to  attempt  to  draft  a 
bill.  That  is  what  we  shall  l^e  attempting 


to  do  if  we  go  into  these  details.  We  have 
not  had  the  amendments  before  us  in  print, 
and  it  is  hardly  fair  to  ask  us,  without  see¬ 
ing  them  in  i)riiit,  to  agree  to  a  series  of 
proposals  liko  these.  It  is  a  pity  that  Mr. 
McMillan  went  into  figures  to  the  extent 
tJiat  he  did,  because  he  has  throwji  out  the 
suggestion  that  the  federal  governmentw  ilJ 
cost  £2,000,000  without  telling  us  how’  he 
arrived  at  the  e.stimate.  Unless  we  know 
w  hat  tlie  federal  goveriiment  is  going  to  do 
it  is  impossible  to  form  an  estimate  of  its 
cost.  I  agree  with  Z^Ir.  Gordon  in  saying 
this:  that  if  w'e  all  understand  that  the  cost 
of  the  federal  government  is  going  to  be 
£2,000,000  we  could  arrive  at  a  much 
easier  w'ay  of  collecting  it  than  by  gi\’ing 
the  federal  goveininent  power  to  collect 
£8,000,000  of  customs  duties,  all  of  which 
they  do  not  want,  but  w^e  have  not  agreed 
on  it.  We  cannot  yet  tell  what  the  federal 
government  is  to  consist  of,  and  what  its 
powers  are.  I  agree  with  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  that  they  will  have  to  be  considered 
carefully  and  put  into  a  bill.  We  must  not 
ask  this  Committee  to  decide  upon  details 
until  we  see  them  all  in  prmt.  I  agree 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  lion,  member, 
Mr.  McMillan,  that  as  far  as  possible  we 
should  adopt  the  resolutions  now^,  it  bemg 
distinctly  understood  that  we  shall  have 
the  fullest  opportunity  of  dealing  with  them 
in  a  complete  shape  w'hen  the  bill  is  brought 
in.  If  it  is  necessary  to  deal  with  the  reso¬ 
lutions  in  this  w  ay  w'e  may  fairly  do  it  now, 
but  W’e  should  not  be  taken  by  surprise  by 
having  imporkint  ameiulinents  proposed 
before  we  have  seen  wliat  is  to  be  proposed 
in  print. 

Mr.  DEAICIN  ;  I  would  only  say  that 
if  the  hon.  delegate,  Mr.  McMillan,  is  pre¬ 
pared  with  a  motion  to  refer  these  re.solu- 
tions  to  the  various  committees,  to  be  dealt 
with  by  them  in  their  various  branches,  1 
should  be  glad  to  bow  to  that  proposal,  and 
to  withdraw  the  amendment  in  reference 
to  excise  which  1  moved  the  other  clay, 
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and  £ilso  to  witLliold  certain  other  amend- 
uients  which  I  proposed  to  move  at  a  later 
stage  in  regard  to  liscal  arrangements.  It 
seems  the  proper  way  to  deal  with  the 
different  matters  in  separate  committees, 
in  the  Orst  in.stance,  as  tliat  gives  a  heft  ter 
prospect  of  their  s])cedy  and  satisfactoiy 
settlement  than  dealing  with  them  in  tliis 
large  Committee.  I  shall  be  glad,  there¬ 
fore,  to  fall  ill  with  the  suggestion  which 
has  been  made,  and  to  withhold  the  amend¬ 
ments  I  propose  to  move,  if  such  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  Committee.  The  points  re¬ 
ferred  to  by  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Gordon, 
are  worthy  of  most  cai-eful  consideration. 
The  hon.  member  has  brought  them  for¬ 
ward  in  a  manner  to  command  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Convention.  The  Convention 
does  not  desire  to  avoid  their  consideration, 
but  to  discuss  them  at  this  stage  appears  to 
many  lion,  members  to  be  inexpedient. 

Mr.  McMillax  :  I  do  not  propose  that 
we  should  go  into  Committee  at  once,  but 
that  we  should  pass  the  resolutions  as  they 
.stand,  embodying  the  principle.s,  and  then 
to  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  commit¬ 
tees. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  di.sagree  so 
radically  with  the  details  of  some  of  the 
resolutions  that  I  think  I  should  not  be 
satisfied  with  their  being  passed  in  the 
formal  way  suggested.  We  have  had 
much  discussion  about  tlie  houses  of  par¬ 
liament  and  the  relative  rights  of  the 
senate  and  the  hou.se  of  representatives  ; 
and  are  we,  as  a  matter  of  form,  to  pass  a 
resolution  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  a 
large  majority,  or  at  least  of  a  large  section, 
of  the  delegates  ?  I  think  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakiii,  a  very 
good  one.  After  the  long  discussion  which 
we  had  when  we  were  sitting  as  a  conven¬ 
tion,  we  should  appoint  committees  to  bring 
up  a  report  as  to  any  bill  which  may  be 
necessary.  But  if  we  are  to  go  through 
these  resolutions  in  Committee  and  pass 
them,  we  must  treat  them  as  matters  of 


substance,  and  not  at  all  as  matters  of 
form.  W e  are  not  to  introd  uce  details  such 
as  arc  contained  in  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Gor¬ 
don’s  amendment,  upon  which,  although 
not  incomsistent  with  the  form  of  the  reso¬ 
lutions,  it  is,  nevertheless,  ine.xpedient  that 
we  should  come  to  a  determination  at 
the  present  stage.  I  cordially  agree  with 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Deakin,  in  which  lie  appears,  unhappily,  to 
have  misunderstood  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
McMillan,  for  which  I  am  sorry.  I  should 
have  been  glad  if  the  hon.  member.  Mi'. 
Mc^NLillan,  liad  intended  what  he  seemed  to 
suggest.  The  sooner  we  Lave  the  commit¬ 
tees  appointed  in  the  maimer  w'Lich  he  sug¬ 
gested,  the  better  for  us  all,  and  the  more 
time  we  shall  have  at  our  disposal. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  As  I  un- 
der.stand,  tliese  resolutions  were  brought 
forward  as  a  first  basis  u|K)n  which  to 
found  the  comstitution,  so  that  we  might 
settle  the  general  principles  upon  which 
the  constitution  is  to  be  framed.  And  we 
are  in  Committee  to  consider  them,  not 
to  adopt  them  as  they  stand,  but  to  make 
.such  modifications  in  substance  as  will 
commend  tliem  to  the  Convention.  It 
would  be  quile  foreign  to  the  objects  of 
the  proposer  to  ingraft  on  tliem  anything 
like  details.  Tliat  must  be  left  to  a  sub¬ 
sequent  stage.  I  indicated  on  Friday  some 
doubt  as  to  wdiether  the  resolutions  them¬ 
selves  went  sutiiciently  into  detail  to  en¬ 
able  a  select  committee  to  go  to  work  ; 
but,  on  reconsideration,  I  confess  myself 
converted  to  the  view  suggested  by  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray,  that  we  ought 
to  agree  to  these  resolutions  with  such 
modifications  as  are  necessary,  and  then  set 
to  work  in  committee.  And  no  doubt  we 
shall  have  difieront  committees.  A  com¬ 
mittee  of  delegates  who  are  financial  cx- 
pel  ts,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Wrixon,  will 
deal  with  financial  matters,  and  the  con 
stitutional  branch  of  the  subject  might  be 
intru.sted  to  other  lion,  members.  If  this 
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is  the  correct  view,  T  woiikl  deprecate  any 
attempt  to  add  additional  resolutions  to 
those  now  before  the  Committee.  Tliat 
sliould  be  left  to  a  subsequent  stage,  when 
these  and  oilier  details  will  have  to  be 
dealt  with.  I  believe  that  that  will  carry 
out  the  original  intention  of  the  mover, 
and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
will  facilitate  business.  But  it  is  certain 
that  we  cannot  make  further  progress  until 
we  have  disposed  of  these  proposals. 

Mr.  WRIXON :  The  proimsal  to  ap¬ 
point  the  committee  is  excellent ;  but 
there  are  two  points  on  which  we  require 
a  general  undei'standing.  One  is  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  state  rights,  and  tlie  other  that  of 
the  customs  duties — the  power  of  the  fede¬ 
ral  parliament,  and  how  it  shall  impose 
customs  duties.  I  believe  that  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion  on  these  points  in  the 
Convention  is  not  so  very  gi'oat,  and  that 
when  they  are  rightly  looked  into  we  may 
soon  arrive  at  an  agreement.  It  will  assist 
us  if  we  so  deal  with  the  resolutions  as  to 
avoid  matters  of  detail,  and  the  sooner  the 
committees  are  appointed  the  better. 

Islr,  GORDON  :  I  should  be  glad  to 
withdraw  the  amendment  with  the  protest 
that  it  embraces  questionsofpolicy  on  which 
a  direction  should  be  given  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee.  The  Committee  itself  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  decide  a  question  of  national 
policy.  Tliepoiutofmy  amendment,  that  the 
duties  shall  be  uniform,  is  undoubtedly  a 
matter  of  national  policy.  My  amendment 
with  regard  to  bounties  is  of  a  somewdiat 
smaller  character,  but  is  essential.  And 
my  amendment  with  regard  to  unifonn 
railway  rates  on  lines  wdiich  affect  inter¬ 
colonial  trade  is  undoubtedly  a  most  sub¬ 
stantial  amendment,  and  a  matter  of  na¬ 
tional  policy.  If  the  Convention  by  a 
majority  decides  to  leave  mattGi*s  of  policy 
to  committees,  I  shall  have  nothing  more 
to  say ;  but  I  protest  that  my  amendment 
does  include  matters  of  policy  on  which 
the  Convention  ought  specially  to  direct 
[*SiV  Sanmel  Griffith, 


the  committees.  The  committees  will  have 
to  take  into  consideration  vei-y  large  de¬ 
tails,  no  doubt,  and  a  great  deal  of  scoi>e 
must  be  given  to  their  inquiries  ;  but  to 
leave  to  the  committees  questions  of  broad 
policy  such  as  these  will  not,  I  most  re¬ 
spectively  protest,  be  consonant  with  the 
duties  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  MACDONALD-PATERSON :  I 
rise  to  make  an  observation  with  regard 
to  what  has  been  repeated  by  tlie  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Gordon,  on  the  question  : 

That  the  trade  and  iiitercour.se  between  the 
federated  colonies,  whether  by  means  of  land 
carriage  or  coastal  navigation,  shall  be  abso¬ 
lutely  free. 

Tlie  hon.  member  is  under  the  apprehen¬ 
sion  that  he  is  the  only  delegate  whoiiolds 
these  view’s.  The  question  has,  I  know, 
been  discussed  by  myself  and  a  number  of 
others,  and  we  mutually  agreed,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  advice  of  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Clark,  to  leave  these  subordinate  mat¬ 
ters  to  be  w’orked  out  in  Committee. 
Questions  of  subordinate  or  provincial 
policy  are  undoubtedly  involved  in  this 
very  sub-section.  I  wish  hon.  members 
to  quite  understand  that  the  question  of 
what  may  be  termed  the  Australasian  con¬ 
solidated  finance,  and  that  very  question 
of  railw’ay  tariffs  in  the  interior — because 
it  is  no  use  having  a  customs  union  and 
perfect  harmony  of  trade  on  the  coast  if 
^ve  have  a  wmr  of  raiUvay  tariffs  in  tlie  in¬ 
terior — have  been  discussed  amongst  many 
hon.  members.  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Gordon,  wdll  not,  I  trust,  be  under  the 
apprehension  that  he  is  the  only  delegate 
wdio  has  thought  of  these  questions.  Com¬ 
mittee  is,  I  hold,  the  proper  place  to  w’ork 
out  these  questions,  and  I  trust  the  sug¬ 
gestion  to  leave  them  to  sub-coin  ini t tees 
will  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  DII3BS  :  I  tliink  my  bon.  friend, 
INIr.  IMcMillan,  has  not  dealt  very  gener¬ 
ously  with  the  lion,  member,  IMr.  Gordon, 
ill  condemning  his  remarks  on  the  amend- 
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inent.  I  liave  looked  upon  the  lion,  tnem- 
her,  ]\Ir.  Gordon,  during  the  sittings  of 
the  Convention  as  the  ino.st  eloquent 
listener  of  call  the  delegates.  We  have 
heard  nothing  from  tlie  hon.  member 
until  to-day,  and  he  spoke  on  what  may 
be  considered  a  fair  cainendment  of  the  re¬ 
solutions.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
various  sub-heads  of  the  questions  to  be 
defined  in  the  constitution  bill  can  be  best 
dealt  with  by  committees.  But  I  w'ould 
ask  the  Convention  wliether,  wlien  the 
committees  bring  up  their  reports,  hon. 
members  will  be  prevented  from  discussing 
the  subject-matter  of  those  reports  ?  The 
time  which  has  so  far  been  consumed  in 
discussing  the  amendment  has  not  been 
wasted,  because  it  has  been  the  means  of 
throwing  a  certain  amount  of  light  on  dif¬ 
ficult  questions.  For  instance,  in  regard 
to  the  bounties  and  the  possible  war  of 
railway  tariffs,  the  hon.  member  has  raised 
two  points  which  are  worthy  of  our  con¬ 
sideration,  and  which  will  have  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  first  instance  by  commit¬ 
tees,  and  afterwards  by  the  Convention. 
I  deprecate  altogether  any  desire  to  hastily 
conclude  the  sittings  of  the  Convention 
when  we  have  just  reached  the  very  kernel 
of  the  business.  All  we  have  done  up  to 
the  present  time  has  been  to  make  each 
other  understand  our  views  in  set  speeches ; 
but  the  real  kernel  of  the  whole  business 
is,  on  wliat  terms  and  conditions  are  w^e  to 
construct  this  constitution  ?  A  very  easy 
way  out  of  the  difficulty  has  already  been 
foreshadowed  by  several  hon.  members. 
The  resolutions  will  not  pass  the  Conven¬ 
tion  until  they  have  been  amended  ;  they 
cannot  be  amended  until  they  have  been  dis¬ 
cussed,  and  if  amendments  are  to  be  made  in 
one  direction  wdiy  should  they  not  be  made 
in  another?  I  wmuld  make  a  suggestion 
which  I  think  wall  meet  the  views  of  the 
hon.  member  who  moved  the  resolutions 
in  the  first  instance.  The  hon.  member 
told  us  distinctly  that  he  introduced  the 


resolutions  not  to  form  a  basis  for  the  con¬ 
stitution,  but  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting 
the  view\s  of  hon.  members.  He  says  he 
is  not  bound  strictly  by  the  resolution.s, 
and  that  being  so,  why  should  he  not  with¬ 
draw’  the  whole  of  the  resolutions  and  ap¬ 
point  sub-corn  mittees  to  bring  up  reports 
on  the  various  sub-heads  of  the  consti¬ 
tution  ?  Then  w’e  might  have  a  discussion, 
and  w  e  might  arrive  at  such  conclusions  as 
might  become  the  basis  of  a  bill.  But  as 
long  as  the  re.solutions  are  Irefore  the 
House  they  will  be  open  to  amendment. 
I  intend  to  move  one  or  tw’o  amendments 
on  the  3rd  and  4th  resolutions,  but  I  shall 
be  very  glad  to  w’aive  my  undoubted  right 
to  move  amendments,  if  the  w  hole  of  the 
resolutions  are  withdrawn  and  the  ques¬ 
tions  referred  to  sub-committees. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DEAKIX :  I  simply  desire  to  know 
where  w'e  stand,  and  wiiat  is  intended  to 
be  the  method  of  dealing  with  these  reso¬ 
lutions  ?  If  it  is  proposed  to  amend  them 
on  general  lines,  I  have  amendments  of  a 
general  character ;  and  if  it  is  intended  to 
refer  them  to  committees,  I  do  not  desire 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Convention.  I 
think  we  ought  to  arrive  at  some  under¬ 
standing  w  Inch  will  be  fair  to  all  the  dele¬ 
gates  as  to  how’  we  are  to  deal  with  the 
resolutions.  Perhaps  the  mover  will  indi¬ 
cate  his  view's.  For  instance,  on  this  ques¬ 
tion  of  excise — the  question  with  w  Inch  w'e 
w’ere  dealing  before  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Gordon,  moved  Ins  amendment — is  it  pro¬ 
posed  to  deal  now  with  a  question  of  that 
sort?  Because  if  it  is,  I  wish  to  amend 
my  former  amendment,  and  to  submit  it 
in  this  form  : 

That  the  resolution  l>e  amended  by  the  inser¬ 
tion  after  the  w’ords  “customs  duties”  of  the 
words,  “and  duties  of  excise  upon  goods  the 
subject  of  customs  duties.” 

Amendment  proposed. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES :  The  discus¬ 
sion  this  morning  lias  almost  convinced 
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me  that  we  are  aiming  to  some  extent  at 
very  clifiereut  objects.  My  lion,  friend, 
Mr.  Gordon,  obviously  does  not  want  a 
union  at  all :  what  he  wants  is  a  federation 
of  the  colonies — colonies  themselves  really 
conducting  business  of  a  federal  character. 
But  what  these  resolutions  contemplate  is 
the  creation  of  a  federal  government  for 
the  whole  of  Australia,  which  is  quite  a 
different  thing.  Now,  when  I  had  the 
honor  to  submit  the  resolutions,  I  took 
occasion  to  repeat  .several  tiine^  that  I 
submitted  the  resolutions  to  be  di.scussed, 
to  be  amended,  to  be  rejected,  to  be  dealt 
with  in  any  way  that  the  Convention 
thought  fit;  but  I  never  supposed  that 
if  they  were  amended  or  rejected  other 
matter  would  not  be  put  in  theii-  place  to 
give  to  the  Convention  what  I  think  is 
essential  before  it  can  go  into  Commit¬ 
tee  beyond  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
—  that  is,  an  outline  of  the  basis  of 
the  constitution  which  we  seek  to  bring 
into  existence.  Take  the  resolution  on 
which  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  has 
moved  an  amendment.  It  seems  to  me 
that  what  his  amendment  expresses  is  im- 
jdied  in  tlie  resolution  as  it  now  stands, 
and  seeing  that  the  resolutions  are  at  best 
only  an  indication  of  the  broadest  features 
of  the  constitution  which  we  seek  to  create, 
w'e  should  enter  upon  a  useless  and  a 
laborious  course  if  we  sought  to  add  to  them 
all  those  conditions  which  certainly  must 
be  added  in  the  bill  My  object  was 
simply  to  put  before  the  Convention  an 
embodiment  of  what  may  be  called  tlie 
cardinal  principles,  such,  for  example,  as  a 
legislature  of  two  houses,  and  not  of  one ; 
such  for  example,  as  the  electoral  basis  of 
tlie  house  of  representatives;  such,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  as  the  power  of  dealing  with  all 
bills  imposing  burdens  on  the  people,  or 
appropriating  their  money.  These  seemed 
to  me  to  be  the  essential  parts,  forming  in 
reality  the  very  soul  of  any  scheme  to  wliich 
we  can  agree.  But  these  all  presuppose 
[Sir  Henry  Parkes. 


a  federal  government  and  a  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  whole  of  the  colonies,  and  it 
is  giving  tlie  go-by  to  our  objects,  as  so  em¬ 
bodied,  to  speak  of  states  confederating  as 
they  now  exist  in  doing  some  kind  of  fede^ 
ral  work  which  they  never  can  do  except 
in  the  most  imperfect  manner  in  their  sepa- 
i*ate  states.  I  hope  I  make  it  plain  now 
that  I  am  quite  willing  that  any  amendment 
should  be  made  ;  in  fact,  I  sjiould  rejoice  to 
see  any  made,  so  long  as  there  is  no  attempt 
to  add  details  which  must  in  the  result 
be  imperfect,  because  any  attempt  of  that 
kind  cannot  embraco  all  the  details,  and 
it  would  therefore  be  better  to  omit  all.  I 
do  not  care,  so  far  as  these  resolutions  are 
concerned,  as  they  have  been  submitted 
by  me,  if  every  one  is  altered,  so  long  as 
the  simple  basis  embodying  what  the  Con¬ 
vention  aims  at  in  point  of  foundation 
principles  is  agreed  to.  I  do  not  think 
I  need  detain  the  Convention  longer,  for 
I  have  already  tried  to  explain  the  sense  in 
which  I  submitted  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  BABTON  :  It  does  seem  to  me 
that,  after  the  statement  we  have  had  from 
the  mover  of  these  resolutions,  there  cannot 
possibly  be  any  objection  to  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  which  has  been  moved 
by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  because 
if  the  resolution  now'  before  us  is  extended 
to  cover  the  ground  of  excise  upon  articles 
subjected  to  customs  duties,  tlie  hon.  mem¬ 
ber’s  amendment  will  make  clear  what, 
perhap.s,  is  not  now  quite  clear,  and  it 
is,  therefore,  unobjectionable.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  be  an  amendment  in  point 
of  principle,  it  is  conceded  by  the  mover 
of  the  resolutions  that  amendments  in 
point  of  principle  are  what  wc  have  now 
to  deal  with.  In  either  case,  therefore, 
it  does  appear  to  me — subject  to  correc¬ 
tion — that  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
lion,  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  is  one  which 
we  nnght  entertain  at  this  time,  and  with 
wliich  'SVC  might  deal  at  once.  We  do  not 
want  to  be  told  out  of  doors,  or  indeed 
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anywhere  else,  that  in  giving  to  the  federal 
govcrniiient  the  power  to  deal  with  customs 
duties  we  did  not  hicludo  the  power  to  deal 
with  excise  on  articles  subject  to  those  cus¬ 
toms  duties.  If  we  pass  the  resolution  be¬ 
fore  us  ill  this  form,  I  am  afraid  that  that 
is  what  we  shall  be  told.  We  are,  there¬ 
fore,  in  this  position  :  that  the  resolution 
intends  the  thing  now  proposed,  but  does 
not  make  the  intention  clear ;  and,  if  it 
does  not  make  the  intention  clear,  the 
amendment  olleis  a  fair  ground  of  debate, 
and  is  quite  within  the  principles  upon 
which  the  resolutions  are  submitted.  In 
either  case,  therefore,*  I  hope  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Deakin,  will  not  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  GOEDON :  The  point  so  clearly  put 
by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton,  satisfies 
me — as  I  am  sure  it  must  satisfy  every 
member  of  this  Convention — that,  seeing 
that  tlie  object  of  the  resolution  is  to  estab¬ 
lish  an  absolute  equation  of  trade — if  that 
expression  be  permissible — between  the 
colonies,  any  proposition  which  substanti¬ 
ally  affects  the  position  sought  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  involves  a  principle  which  ought  to 
be  discussed  in  open  Convention,  and  not  in 
(]L  committee.  The  question  of  whether  ex¬ 
cise  duties  shall  also  be  fixed  by  the  federal 
government  is  no  stronger  as  a  matter  of 
principle  than  the  question  as  to  whether 
bounties  shall  be  fixed  by  it.  In  fact,  if  the 
one  question  may  reasonably  be  considered, 
the  otherhas  equally  strong  claims  upon  our 
consideration.  Stronger  still  are  the  claims 
of  the  question  of  railway  rates,  and  if  the 
object  of  the  resolution  be  to  establish  a 
commercial  equation — to  place  all  the  colo¬ 
nies  absolutely,  or  as  nearly  as  possible, 
upon  the  same  basis  as  to  trade  and  inter¬ 
course — then  I  submit  that  most  strong 
support  is  given  to  me  by  the  clear  argu¬ 
ment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton, 
that  any  proposition  which  will  effect  that 
purpo.se — and  my  amendment  does  most 
strongly  effect  it — much  more  so  in  fact 


than  the  amendment  of  ]Mr.  Deakin — 
should  be  considered  at  once  by  the  Con¬ 
vention.  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  the  propositions  I  submitted 
should  be  considered  in  open  Convention. 
I  confess,  however,  that  I  am  a  little  con¬ 
fused  as  to  my  position.  Are  we  to  pa.ss 
resolutions  now  with  which  we  do  not 
agree,  and  to  expreas  our  disagreement 
sub.sequently,  or  are  we  to  amend  them 
or  appoint  committees  to  lick  them  into 
shape  1  That  question  is  exercising  the 
mind  of  the  Convention  I  am  sure  as  much 
as  it  is  exercising  my  own  mind,  which  is 
not  at  all  clear  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  !MUNEO :  I  think  the  delegate 
from  South  Australia  wliohas  just  spoken 
misunderstands  the  position  of  the  mover 
of  the  resolutions.  He  does  not  say  they 
cannot  bo  amended,  but  what  he  does  say 
Ls  that  they  shouhl  not  be  hampered  by  too 
much  detail  at  this  stage.  I  quite  agree 
that  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  member 
Avill  come  very  properly  before  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  But  if  we  are  to  include  in  the 
j^resent  resolutions  every  detail  that  can 
be  imagined - 

Mr.  Gordon  :  I  do  not  propose  that  1 

Mr.  MUISRO  :  I  do  not  think  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  railway  tariffs  is  one  of  those  de¬ 
tails  which  should  be  included  now. 

Llr.  Gordon  ;  It  is  a  question  of  national 
policy  ! 

Mr.  MUNEO  :  I  quite  admit  that. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  Then  it  is  not  a  detail ! 

Mr.  ]VrUXRO  :  I  could  name  half  a 
dozen  other  questions  wliich  are  quite  as 
important ;  but  they  are  not  questions 
which  bear  directly  on  the  resolution  be¬ 
fore  the  Committee.  They  are  altogether 
different  questions.  AYhilc  I  undei-stand 
that  the  resolutions  ought  to  be  amended 
upon  questions  of  principle,  when  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  Convention  is  hostile  to  the 
principle  included  in  any  particular  resolu¬ 
tion,  still  if  we  are  going  to  make  any  re¬ 
solution  dealing  with  the  principle  only 
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the  vehicle  for  bringing  before  the  Commit¬ 
tee  all  the  details  that  can  be  brought  be¬ 
fore  it,  our  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
v'ill  be  extended  over  six  months  or  more  ; 
in  fact,  the  whole  thing  will  go  wrong.  I 
quite  agree  that  the  original  resolution 
really  implies  all  that  the  lion,  member, 
INIr.  Deakin’.s  amendment  suggests  ;  but  I, 
for  my  part,  should  prefer  that  he  should 
withdraw  it  now,  and  tliat  we  should  carry 
the  resolution  as  it  stands.  We  all  intend 
what  the  hon.  member,  ^Nlr.  Deakin,  in¬ 
tends,  but  we  are  not  agreed  that  this  is 
the  stage  at  which  the  matter  should  be 
considered. 

Mr.  KINGSTOX :  I  confess  tliat  I 
thoroughly  disagree  w'iththe  remarks  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  has  just  resumed  his 
seat,  and  who  suggested  that  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr,  Gordon, 
dealt  with  matters  of  detail  only.  To  my 
mind  it  dealt  with  principles  of  the  highest 
importance,  which,  unless  affirmed,  will  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  establishment  of  interco¬ 
lonial  free-trade.  If  we  are  simply  to  pre¬ 
scribe  that  there  shall  be  intercolonial  free- 
trade  while  leaving  the  various  states,  so 
far  as  their  railway  systems  are  concerned, 
to  pursue  the  cut-throat  joolicy  wliich  they 
have  already  adopted  in  certain  instances, 
I  am  sure  we  shall  not  renp  one-half  the 
advantage  from  intercolonial  free-trade 
which  we  are  anticipating.  I  am  sure  w*e 
shall  not  derive  those  advantages  which 
we  have  a  right  to  secure,  and  which  w’e 
should  be  able  to  secure  if,  in  framing  this 
federal  constitution,  w^e  provided  for  the 
abolition  of  the  system  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Gordon,  has  attacked.  I  think  we 
shall  also  be  making  a  great  mistake  if  we 
do  not  lay  it  down  as  clearly  as  possible 
that  not  only  shall  the  federal  government 
have  control  over  customs  duties,  but  that 
tliey  shall  also  have  control  over  duties  of 
excise,  and  power  to  prevent  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  system  of  bounties  established 
in  .some  of  the  colonies,  which  would  subject 
[d/r.  Munro, 


the  manufacturer  in  other  less  favoured 
districts  to  serious  disadvantages.  But  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  error  into  wdiicli 
the  hon.  member  for  South  Australia  fell 
'was  in  attempting  to  deal  with  these  re¬ 
solutions  in  a  wholesale  manner,  and  in 
trying  to  practically  strike  out  resolutions 
2  and  3.  The  hon.  member  also  submitted 
his  resolutions  without  having  given  the 
Convention  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them 
in  print,  and  of  fully  considering  them.  In¬ 
stead  of  endeavouring  to  secure  the  affirma¬ 
tion  in  one  block  of  the  principles  embodied 
in  hisresolutionsjthehon. gentleman  should 
seek  to  ingraft  on  the  resolutions  wo  are 
now  considering  the  pi  inci2)les  he  has  so 
ably  advocated.  Tliat,  I  think,  can  be  done 
w'ithout  any  serious  interference  with  tlie 
language  of  the  resolutions.  I  am  sure  it 
will  commend  itself  to  the  good  sense  of 
hon.  members,  that  when  w'e  are  giving 
instructions  to  the  draftsman  who  will  be 
intrusted  wntli  the  preparation  of  the  bill 
we  ought  to  lay  dow  n  as  clearly  as  possible 
precise  rules  for  his  guidance  on  matters  of 
principle.  But,  as  regards  tliese  tliree 
questions — uniformity  of  tariff  in  thewdiole 
of  the  federated  states  ;  the  control  by  the 
federal  government  of  duties  of  excise - 

The  CnAiRM.\N  :  I  w^ould  remind  the 
hon.  member  that  he  is  discussing  matters 
that  are  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  amend¬ 
ment  proposed  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Beak  in.  The  proposal  is  that  there  sliall 
be  added  to  the  resolution  on  the  paper 
these  words,  and  duties  of  excise  upon 
goods  the  subject  of  customs  duties.”  The 
hon.  member  is  referring  in  very  general 
terms  to  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Gordon. 

Mr.  KINGSTOX :  At  the  particular 
moment  w’hen  you  called  me  to  order,  sir, 

I  w’as  referring  to  the  subject  embodied  in 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Deakin— that  of 
the  control  of  the  duties  of  excise.  1  ac¬ 
cept  your  suggestion  that  the  debate  should 
be  confined  to  that  one  question ;  but  I 
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liopc  that  after  wo  have  affirmed  the  prin¬ 
ciple  eiiiboclied  in  the  amendment  now  be¬ 
fore  us  we  shall  be  able  to  deal  with  the 
other  amendments  relating  to  similar  mat¬ 
ters  of  principle,  in  which  case  I  promise 
the  lion,  member  for  South  Australia,  Mr. 
Gordon,  my  hearty  support. 

Mr.  TIIYNNE :  On  the  last  sitting 
day  I  suggested  that  the  amendment  of 
the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  should  be 
postponed  for  further  consideration.  I 
am  not  sorry  that  it  was  postponed,  for  it 
has  in  the  meantime  evidently  received 
further  consideration,  at  any  rate  from 
the  Lon.  gentleman  who  moved  it.  But 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  amendment,  as 
now  proposed,  is  tending  in  the  wrong 
direction.  Its  effect  will  be  to  give  to 
the  federal  parliament  power  to  impose 
excise  duties  only  on  those  articles  upon 
which  import  duties  are  imposed.  That 
involves,  I  think,  a  forgetfulness  of  the 
powers  to  be  conferred  on  the  federal  par¬ 
liament.  The  functions  in  relation  to  de¬ 
fence  and  other  matters  which  we  intrust 
to  the  federal  government  are  such  as  only 
this  Convention,  and  no  other  power,  can 
limit.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  claims  that 
may  under  certain  circumstances  be  made 
upon  the  resources  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  The  amendment  now  proposed  tends 
in  the  direction  of  limiting  the  power  of 
the  federal  parliament  in  regard  to  excise 
to  the  imposition  of  duties  upon  certain 
articles  only.  I  think  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  must  have  power  to  impose  excise 
duties  upon  everything.  It  struck  me  on 
Friday  that  this  question  of  excise  duties 
raised  a  very  important  question  as  to  how 
far  the  power  of  taxation  which  belongs  to 
the  states  may  be  affected  by  a  similar 
power  of  taxation  being  possessed  by  the 
federal  parliament.  The  federal  govern¬ 
ment  may  in  the  future  come  under  great 
stress  of  circumstances,  and  there  should 
be  no  limit  to  its  power  of  taxation.  The 
necessity  is  here  shown  of  seeing  that  the 


several  state  governments  are  properly  re¬ 
presented  and  protected.  I  think  that  the 
amendment  in  its  altered  form  ought  not 
to  be  accepted.  If  excise  duties  are  to  be 
imposed,  and  if  the  power  must  be  given 
to  tlie  federal  parliament  to  impo.se  them, 
that  power  must  be  given  to  them  with¬ 
out  limit.  Instead  of  proposing  to  limit 
the  excise  duties  to  goods  upon  which  im¬ 
port  duties  are  already  imposed,  I  hope 
the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  wdll  revert 
to  the  amendment  he  originally  proposed. 
I  think  that  when  the  federal  parliament  is 
constituted  the  people  will  have  sufficient 
confidence  in  it  to  believe  that  it  will  not 
impose  duties  of  excise  in  a  way  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  best  interest  of  the  commu¬ 
nity. 

Sir  THOMAS  McIIAYBAITH  :  I 
thought  the  objection  of  the  lion,  member, 
Mr.  Tliynne,  would  have  taken  quite  a 
different  direction  to  that  which  it  did.  I 
like  the  amendment  better  now  than  in  its 
former  shape.  But  as  the  hon.  member 
who  moved  it  has  given  so  few  reasons  in 
its  support,  I  look  for  these  more  in  what 
other  hon.  gentlemen  have  said.  The 
only  reason  given  by  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Deakin,  was  that  his  proposal  would 
make  the  powers  of  the  federal  parliament 
more  uniform.  Xow,  uniformity  in  a 
customs  tariff  means  that  tlie  customs 
tariff  shall  affect  all  the  states  equally  ; 
but  uniformity  in  excise  is  a  very  different 
thing.  A  uniform  excise  duty  may  be  a 
duty  which  oppresses  one  state,  and  is  paid 
by  one  state  only.  For  instance,  take  tlie 
case  mentioned  the  other  day  by  the  hon. 
member,  ]Mr.  Donaldson.  Suppose  the 
federal  parliament  decided  to  impose  an 
excise  duty  on  sugar,  what  would  be  the 
effect  1  It  would  fall  almost  entii-ely  upon 
Queensland.  New  South  Wales  would  be 
affected  to  a  small  extent,  but  the  other 
colonies  would  not  come  under  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  exci.se.  I  agree  that  the  federal 
parliament,  having  control  of  the  customs, 
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must  also  have  control  of  excise.  But-  I 
believe — and  this  is  wliy  I  am  not  going 
to  oppose  the  amendment  of  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Deakin---that  we  ought  to  put  a 
limitation  to  that  power  in  the  bill  itself — 
that  is  to  say,  we  should  limit  the  power 
of  the  federal  parliament  to  impose  ex¬ 
cise  duties  to  articles  that  are  produced 
by  the  colonies  equally,  or,  at  all  events, 
produced  by  all  th.e  colonies  for  export. 
You  cannot  select  for  excise  an  article  like 
sugar,  for  instance,  which  is  produced  in  one 
colony  and  exported  to  another,  because 
you  defeat  one  of  the  principal  objects  we 
have  in  view,  namely,  free-tmde  lietween 
all  the  colonies,  and  especially  for  home 
products.  There  would  not  be  absolute 
free-trade  between  the  colonies.  Of  coui-se 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  would  exercise  the  power  I  have  in¬ 
dicated  ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  should  be 
given  to  them  without  the  limitation  sug¬ 
gested,  The  Premier  of  Victoria  instanced 
a  case  that  showed  the  absolute  necessity 
of  their  having  that  power.  The  lion, 
gentleman  referred  to  the  familiar  article 
of  whiskey,  and  pointed  out  that  one  colony 
could  get  all  the  trade  of  tlie  colonies  by 
simply  lowering  tlie  excise  duty.  No  doubt 
that  is  so,  and  on  that  account  we  must 
give  the  federal  parliament  the  power  of 
controlling  excise  duties.  But  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  particular  colonies,  we  must 
limit  that  power.  It  is  very  easily  limited, 
because  excise  duties  are  confined  in  all 
the  colonies,  and  to  only  three  articles-—- 
beer,  spirits,  and  tobacco,  and  we  can  easily 
make  a  special  reference  to  those  tlirco 
articles,  and,  therefore,  as  far  as  they  are 
concerned,  there  is  not  the  slightest  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Beakin.  I  will  not  .say  anything  more 
about  the  amendment,  because  I  shall  ex¬ 
pect  to  .see  embodied  in  the  bill  the  limita- 
tion  I  have  suggested.  Tliere  is  another 
point  the  hon.  member  has  forgotten.  In 
these  colonies,  there  are  not  only  import 
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and  excise  duties,  but  there  arc  also  export 
duties,  and  he  has  forgotten  to  make  any 
mention  of  these. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  We  liave  not  come  to 
them  yet.  In  submitting  this  amendment, 
I  did  .so  almost  without  remark,  because  I 
thought  I  was  following  in  the  footsteps 
of  the  mover  of  the  resolution  by  simply 
giving  a  general  indication  of  what  I 
thought  was  desirable,  instead  of  entering 
into  a  detailed  consideration  of  tlie  que.s- 
tion  involved.  It  was  for  tliat  reasoji  I 
said  nothing,  and  not,  as  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Thomas  Mcll wraith,  appears  to 
suppose,  because  there  was  nothing  to  sa^’. 
On  the  contrary,  although  I  recognise  the 
eminent  standing  of  that  hon.  member  in 
everything  relating  to  finance,  I  would 
point  out  to  him  what  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  misapprehension  into  which  he  him¬ 
self  has  fallen  in  considering  this  question. 
That  was  when  he  spoke  of  the  danger  of 
allowing  the  federal  gov  ernment  the  power 
of  imposing  excise  on  articles  tlie  product 
of  only  one  or  two  colonies,  and  seemed  to 
imagine  that  it  might  be  made  the  means 
of  oppressing  those  colonies.  That  is  pos¬ 
sible;  but  it  is  also  possible  that  it  might  be 
nece.ssary  to  have  the  power  of  imposing 
excise  even  though  the  article  chosen  might 
be  the  product  of  only  one  colony.  An  ex¬ 
cise  duty  is  often  associated  with  a  pro¬ 
tective  tariff,  and  if  an  article  is  highly  pro¬ 
tected,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  found  necessary 
for  the  purpose.s  of  revenue,  to  be  able  to 
collect  an  excise  on  goods  subject  to  a  cus¬ 
toms  duty.  It  would  be  perfectly  pos.sible 
to  adjust  an  excise  upon  that  particular 
article  if  produced  by  one  colony  in  relation 
to  the  protective  tariff  so  as  to  do  pei’fect 
justice  to  the  industry  affected,  while  ob¬ 
taining  a  revenue  for  the  state.  I  do  not 
wisli  to  enter  upon  these  subjects,  because 
it  would  be  po.ssible  to  occupy  the  whole 
day  with  the  discussion  of  this  question 
alone.  For  the  same  reason,  I  am  pre¬ 
pared,  having  brought  the  subject  before 
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tlic  Committee,  either  to  withdraw  tlie 
•  aniemlment  or  to  i.mt  it  in  another  form, 
because  I  presume  our  object  is  not  to  carry 
a  precise  amendment  that  shall  embody  all 
the  details  of  the  views  of  the  Committee, 
bub  rather  to  give  another  committee  a 
general  direction  to  enable  it  to  bring  up 
a  recommendation  whicli  we  shall  then  be 
able  to  debate,  having  something  definite 
before  us. 

]VLr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  trust  that  if  the 
bon.  member  presses  his  amendment  lie  will 
do  so  without  any  limitation,  because  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind  the  powers  of  the 
federal  body  shoiild  be  the  same  as  those 
given  to  the  federal  body  in  tlie  United 
iStates  and  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  Hon. 
members  will  see,  on  consideration,  that 
fhe  power  of  lerydng  customs 
duties  on  particular  articles  you  have  given 
as  much  power  to  injure  a  particular  colony 
— if  the  federal  government  would  be  so 
wicked  as  to  do  anything  of  the  sort — as 
by  giving  this  power  of  imposing  excise. 
Tf  the  federal  parliament  desires  to  raise 
revenue,  and  they  can  do-  so  better  by 
means  of  an  excise  duty  than  in  any  other 
way,  they  certainly  should  have  the  power. 
1  cpiite  agree  with  lion,  members  wlio  say 
that  as  far  as  possible  we  should  deal  only 
with  tlie  more  important  matters  connected 
with  the  subject,  without  going  into  detail. 
As  I  pointed  out  the  other  day,  there  is  one 
point  connected  'with  this  matter  of  more 
impoi’tanco  than  any  one  of  the  subjects  in¬ 
troduced  by  hon.  members.  That  is,  that 
in  giving  the  power  to  levy  customs  duties 
throughout  the  colonies  there  should,  at 
any  rate,  be  a  proviso  that  the  customs 
duties,  when  levied,  shall  be  uniform. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  Why  not  specify  that? 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  There  is  not  the 
slightest  necessity  to  put  that  in  this  reso¬ 
lution.  1  guarantee  that  it  will  appear 
in  the  bill  which  will  be  prepared  by  a 
committee,  and  if  it  does  not  we  can  easily 
insert  it.  At  present  it  is  only  waste  of 


time  to  discuss  such  question.^.  So  long 
as  we  indicate  the  main  principles,  that 
will  be  sufficient  for  the  draftsman,  and 
the  sooner  we  settle  those  main  principles, 
and  the  sooner  'W'e  appoint  another  com¬ 
mittee  to  prepare  the  bill,  the  sooner  will 
our  labours  be  brought  to  an  end. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  There  is  one  word  in 
tlie  resolution  which  tlie  lion,  members, 
Mr.  Playford  and  Mr.  Thynne,  appear  to 
have  overlooked.  I  mean  the  word  “ex¬ 
clusively.”  It  is  not  intended  by  this  reso¬ 
lution  to  limit  in  any  way  the  power  of 
the  federal  government  to  impose  taxation. 
I  quite  agree  that  it  is  impossible  to  pro¬ 
vide  any  limitation  in  the  exerci.se  of  a 
power  the  objects  of  which  are  unlimited. 
Tlie  objects  of  this  federal  gov’crnment,  in¬ 
cluding  as  they  do  the  question  of  the  de¬ 
fence  of  these  colonies,  are  unlimited,  and 
we  shall  have  to  give  the  federal  parliament 
unlimited  power  of  taxation.  We  are 
only  dealing  now  with  that  form  of  taxa¬ 
tion  with  respect  to  which  it  shall  have 
exclusive  power,  and  therefore  I  think 
that  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  is  right 
in  not  proposing  to  place  a  limit  on  the 
exclusive  power  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  to  impose  excise  duties,  and  that  tlie 
amendment,  as  suggested  by  him,  is  the 
amendment  which  we  ought  to  carry.  I 
take  it  that  we  are  now  asked  to  pass  re¬ 
solutions  with  whicli  we  agree,  admitting- 
as  we  all  do,  that  they  do  not  in  any  way 
cover  the  whole  of  the  ground.  This  is 
all  we  are  asked  to  do,  and  that  is  all  I  am 
I')repared  to  do  at  present. 

IMr.  THYNNE  :  I  wish  to  point  out  to 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker,  that  the  re¬ 
solution,  if  followed  up,  would  be  the  one 
most  likely  to  lead  to  difficulty  between 
the  state  and  federal  governments.  Be¬ 
cause,  if  the  view  he  takes  is  this  :  that 
when  an  excise  duty  is  imposed  by  a  state 
government  upon  goods  produced  in  its 
own  state,  it  is  deprived  of  the  power  of 
imposing  that  excise  duty  the  moment  the 
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federal  government  imposes  an  import 
duty  upon  the  same  goods,  lie  will  take 
away  from  the  state  governments  imme¬ 
diately  the  whole  of  tlieir  powers  of  taxa¬ 
tion.  Til  is  resolution  raises  a  very  im¬ 
portant  question  as  to  the  future  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  state  and  federal  governments. 
We  ought  not  to  run  away  from  this 
question  now,  but  should  stick  to  it  until 
we  come  to  some  conclusion.  We  are  try¬ 
ing  to  make  haste,  and  may  make  the  less 
speed  with  our  work. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  beg  to  move  : 

Tliat  after  the  word  “excise”  tlie  following 
words  be  added  “  and  to  offer  bounties.” 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  should  like  to  know 
from  the  mover  of  this  amendment  if  it  is 
his  intention  to  practically  destroy  the 
bounty  system  existing  in  Victoria  1 

Mr.  Gillies  :  It  will  not  affect  it ! 

!Mr.  Munro  :  They  will  be  used  up  before 
that  can  apply  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  There  will  be  no  boun¬ 
ties  given  in  any  of  the  colonies,  except  by 
the  authority  of  the  federal  government  1 

}tlr.  Baker  :  Hear,  hear  !  . 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Since  it  is  tlie  general 
consensus  of  opinion,  as  I  gather  it,  that 
we  at  the  present  time  should  confine  our¬ 
selves,  as  far  as  possible,  to  broad  general 
issue.s,  and  not  enter  into  details,  I  shall 
refrain  from  proposing  the  amendment 
'which  I  have  drawn.  It  lias  reference  to 
the  limitation  to  be  imposed  upon  the  fiscal 
powers  of  the  federal  parliament  in  the  first 
years  of  its  existence.  The  question  has 
been  already  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  Convention,  and  it  'svould  be  unneces¬ 
sary  for  me  to  make  any  further  remarks 
concerning  it  were  it  not  for  a  misappre¬ 
hension  'svhich  has  gi'adually  increased  since 
the  remarks  which  the  Victorian  delegates 
made  in  the  early  stages  of  the  debate.  It 
is  perfectly  open  to  us  to  adopt  either  of 
two  or  three  different  modes  of  dealing  with 
[d/r.  Thynne, 


the  fiscal  issue.  It  might  be  laid  down  in 
the  constitution  that  the  federal  parliament 
should  commence,  in  the  first  instance,  witli 
a  system  of  perfect  free-trade,  and  should 
not  impose  any  customs  duties  w  ithout  the 
direct  warrant  of  its  constituents.  That 
would  be  one  proposal ;  and  I  feel  sure  that 
it  w  ill  not  commend  itself  for  a  moment  to 
the  members  of  this  Convention,  because  it 
w’ould  disregard  the  vested  interests  wdiich 
have  been  created,  not  in  one  only  of  the 
Australian  colonies,  but  in  every  colony 
except  one,  and  even  in  that  one  to  some 
slight  degree.  Tlien  there  is  the  other  pro¬ 
position,  which  w'ould  be  much  more  grate¬ 
ful  to  myself  and  to  some  other  members  of 
the  Convention.  It  is  that  the  federal  con¬ 
stitution  should  set  out  w  ith  the  adoption 
of  a  protective  tariff,  and  leave  it  to  the 
federal  parliament,  if  it  thought  fit  at  a 
future  date,  to  gradually  reduce  that  tariff. 
This,  it  might  fairly  be  contended,  should  be 
an  equitable  recognition  of  existing  rights, 
and  would  not  trammel  the  freedom  of 
the  future  federal  parliament  to  any  seri¬ 
ous  degree.  As  I  learn,  however,  from 
the  remarks  which  have  been  made  by 
the  delegates  during  this  debate,  there  is 
some  objection  to  take  that  course,  and, 
as  far  as  I  could  gather  the  trend  of  their 
comments,  they  prefer  to  allows  the  federal 
parliament  to  commence  with  this  fiscal 
issue  exactly  as  it  stands  in  the  several 
colonies.  It  is  to  propose  a  federal  tariff 
which  shall  take  the  place  of  the  different 
tariffs  now  in  existence  in  the  various 
colonies,  and  to  impose  any  excise  duties 
which  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper 
w’orking  of  those  import  duties.  It  has 
been  generally  admitted — although  there 
are  one  or  two  delegates  wdio  have  taken 
a  contrary  view — that  the  future  federal 
parliament  wdll  adopt  a  protective  tariff ; 
and  that,  establishing  intercolonial  free- 
trade,  it  will  be  certain  to  impose  protec¬ 
tive  duties  against  imports  from  the  outside 
world.  It  seems  to  have  been  imagined 
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that  this  should  furnish  a  quite  sufficient 
answer  to  the  delegates  of  those  colonics 
who  consider  that  the  industries  in  their 
states  are  entitled  to  some  special  con¬ 
sideration — inasmuch  as  they  have  been 
built  up  under  state  encouragement  and 
state  support — before  tlie  support  on  which 
they  have  rested  is  rudely  swept  away.  I 
Avish  to  point  out,  however,  that  that 
argument  has  only  a  limited  application. 
It  is  perfectly  possible  for  a  future  federal 
parliament  to  adopt  a  protective  tariff, 
on  the  Tasmanian  basis,  which  would  leave 
every  one  of  the  continental  colonies  out 
in  the  cold.  The  Tasmanian  tariff,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  ranges  on  an  average 
at  about  121  per  cent.,  and  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  would  by  adopting  this  standard  in¬ 
cidentally  expose  the  industries  of  South 
Australia,  Queensland,  Western  Australia, 
as  far  as  they  have  been  developed,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  thoseof  Victoria,  to  far  greater  com  pe¬ 
tition  than  hitherto.  It  would  expose  the 
industries  which  have  been  built  up  under 
a  protective  tariff  of  25  per  cent,  to  compe¬ 
tition  under  a  tariff  of  12  J  per  cent.  The 
federal  parliament  will,  to  my  mind,  cer¬ 
tainly  adopt  a  protective  tariff;  but  it  is  a 
question  of  moment  as  to  whether  that  pro¬ 
tective  tariff  takes  the  121  per  cent,  rate  of 
Tasmania,  the  15  per  cent,  rate  of  Queens¬ 
land,  the  20  or  25  per  cent,  rate  of  South 
Australia,  or  the  still  higher  rate  of  Vic¬ 
toria  ;  and  that  is  an  all-important  ques¬ 
tion  to  the  colony  that  has  the  highest  pro¬ 
tective  tarifl  of  any  colony  in  the  group. 
Then,  again,  hon.  members  Iiave  said  that 
Victorian  industries  have  had  the  benefit 
of  the  Victorian  tariff  for  twenty-five  years 
past ;  but  the  Victorian  tariff,  like  every 
other  tariff,  has  been  built  up  by  gradual 
accretions,  and  it  is  only  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years  that  the  industries  there  have 
enjoyed  a  tariff  at  the  present  high  rate. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Two  years  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Two  years.  Further 
than  this,  there  are  industries  coming  into 


existence  every  year,  and,  consequently, 
there  are  a  number  of  manufactures  in 
which  there  is  a  large  amount  of  capital  in¬ 
vested,  which  have  only  been  started  since 
the  imposition  of  the  la.st  tariff,  and  have 
only  had  one  or  two  years  of  protection.  I 
think  that  the  members  of  the  committee 
charged  Avith  the  consideration  of  the  fiscal 
question  may  fairly  have  their  attention 
called  to  these  points  :  that  the  colony 
A\duch  has  the  highest  protective  duties 
stands  in  a  peculiar  position,  and  is  en¬ 
titled  to  have  that  position  considered, 
and  that  all  the  colonies  haA*ing  protective 
tariffs  are  entitled  to  ha\"e  their  interests 
equally  considered.  Tiiis  is  an  argument, 
although  it  comes  from  Victoria,  which  ap¬ 
plies  to  other  colonies.  An  hon.  member 
behind  me  interjected  that  the  revenue 
necessities  of  a  federal  parliament  Avill  im¬ 
pel  it  in  the  direction  of  a  protective  tariff. 

I  believe  they  a^uII  do  .so,  and  I  am  further 
of  opinion  that  Avhen  we  thrash  out  this 
question,  and  consider  the  position  of  the 
smaller  colonies  from  which  it  is  proposed 
to  withdraw  their  customs  reA^enue,  ably 
put  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gordon,  to¬ 
day,  and  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Hackett, 
last  week,Ave  shall  find  that  itwdll  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  make  provision  so  that  those  colo¬ 
nies  shall  suffer  little  or  no  loss  for  .some 
years  to  come.  This  matter  Avill  indirectly 
affect  the  extent  and  height  of  duties  in 
the  federal  protectiA'e  tariff.  Consequently 
I  am  prepared  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  to  draft  such  a  clause  in  the 
constitution  as  shall  seem  to  them  to  offer 
the  just  protection  to  Avhich  the  infant 
industries  of  all  the  colonies  of  Australia 
are  fully  entitled.  For  my  part,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  Avhen  the  federal  parliament 
in  its  turn  comes  to  consider  the  question, 
it  will  be  governed  not  merely  by  revenue 
considerations,  but  will  also  remember  that 
these  })rotected  industries  have  ceased  to 
be  Victorian  or  South  Austi  alian,  and  haA'e 
become  national  industries,  and  that  it  is 
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its  duty  to  protect  national  industries, 
and  to  conserve  national  interests.  We 
all  frankly  admit  what  tlie  Chairman  of 
Committees  lias  stated,  that  New’  South 
Wales  possesses  unexampled  facilities  for 
the  development  of  native  industries  with 
the  assistance  of  a  pi'otective  tariff;  we 
admit  the  enormous  natural  resources  of 
Queensland,  with  an  extent  which  dwarfs 
that  of  Victoria  into  insignificance;  we  ad¬ 
mit  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  colony  of 
South  Austi’alia,  and  the  central  situation 
of  its  capital  for  commanding  the  interior 
of  the  continent ;  we  admit  all  that ;  but 
what  we  say  in  Victoria  is  that  w  e  are 
j)erfectly  content,  providing  our  industries 
receive  that  just  protection  to  wdiich  they 
are  entitled  against  the  outside  world,  to 
rely  upon  the  enterprise  of  our  people  to 
maintain  the  industries  we  have,  and  to  let 
them  stand  their  chance  with  the  rest  when 
Australia  has  become  one  nation. 

Hesolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to  as 
fol low’s  : — 

That  the  power  and  authority  to  impose  cus¬ 
toms  duties  and  duties  of  excise  upon  goods  the 
subject  of  customs  duties,  and  to  offer  bounties, 
shall  be  exclusively  lodged  in  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  and  parliament,  subject  to  such  disposal  of 
the  revenues  thence  derived  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon. 

Postponed  resolution  agieed  tc: 

(2.)  That  the  trade  and  intercourse  between 
the  fedei-ated  colonies,  whether  ]>y  means  of  land 
carriage  or  coastal  navigation,  sliall  l)e  al>so. 
lately  free. 

Pesolution  agreed  to  : 

(4.)  That  the  military  and  naval  defence  of 
Australia  shall  be  intrusted  to  federal  forces, 
under  one  command. 

Preamble  agreed  to  : 

Subject  to  these  and  other  necessary  condi¬ 
tions,  this  Convention  approves  of  the  framing 
of  a  federal  constitution,  which  sliall  establish— 
Resolution  proposed : 

(1.)  A  parliament,  to  consist  of  a  senate  and 
a  house  of  representatives,  tlie  former  consisting 
of  an  equal  number  of  mem  Ws  from  each  pro- 
vmce,  to  be  elected  by  a  system  which  shall 
provnle  for  the  retirement  of  one-third  of  the 
\_Mr.  Deakhi. 


members  every  years,  so  securing  to  tlie 

Ixidy  itself  a  iieiqietiml  existence  combined  with 
definite  responsibility  to  the  electors,  the  latter 
to  be  elected  b}’  districts  formed  on  a  p»opulation 
Inisis,  and  to  possess  the  sole  powder  of  originat¬ 
ing  and  amemlingall  bills  appropriating  revenue 
or  imposing  taxation. 

Amendment  (Mr.  Bakek)  proposed  : 

That  the  resolution  be  amended  by  the  omis- 
ion  of  the  words  “a  senate  and  a  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  the  former,”  with  a  view  to  the 
insertion  in  their  places  of  the  words  “two 
chambers,  the  one.” 

Mr.  CtILLIES  :  I  hope  that  we  shall 
not  omit  those  words.  If  we  omit  those 
w’ords  now’,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  an  in¬ 
dication  that  the  Committee  disapproves 
altogether  of  calling  the  chambers  a  senate 
and  a  liouse  of  representatives.  I  think 
that  the  Committee  w’iJl  not  disapprove  of 
the  use  of  the  words  ‘‘senate”  and  “house 
of  representatives.”  I  have  not  heard  of 
any  better  term  than  “  senate  ”  to  apply 
to  the  upper  branch  of  the  legislature 
when  it  is  appoiut^l,  nor  of  a  better  term 
than  “  house  of  representatives”  to  apply 
to  the  other  house ;  and  if  w’e  now  agree 
to  omit  those  words  it  must  clearly  be  an 
indication  that  the  Committee  approves  of 
the  omission  of  those  w’ords  as  indicating 

O 

the  ie.spective  houses.  I  do  not  think  that 
W’e  ought  to  do  that. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  do  not  think  that  the 
omission  of  these  words,  and  the  in.sertion 
of  the  others  proposed,  will  be  an  indication 
that  the  Committee  disapproves  of  tlie 
terms  chosen ;  but  that,  in  this  important, 
though  rather  subsidiary  matter,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  does  not  desire  to  come  to  a  deter¬ 
mination  without  leaving  it  to  some  sub¬ 
committee,  as  has  been  suggested,  to  con¬ 
sider  the  various  names  that  might  really 
express  tlie  ideas  underlying  those  tsvo 
bodies.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  proposed  that  both  these 
chambers  sliould  liave  a  representative 
basis — as  the  idea  of  the  representation  of 
the  people  in  one  way  or  the  other  is  at 
the  bottom  of  each  of  them — w’c  should  get 
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rid  of  the  distinction  between  the  word 
“  senate  and  the  words  “  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives.’^  I  am  not  discu.ssing  the  ques¬ 
tion  now,  but  I  am  simply  putting  forward 
a  view  on  wliich,  at  any  rate,  tlie  Commit¬ 
tee  iniglit  well  exercise  its  admitted  power 
of  choice,  namely,  tliab  it  will  be  better  to 
get  rid  of  the  idea  of  a  senate  and  house 
of  representatives,  because  both  those  bodies 
are  to  be  representative  bodies,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  good  idea  to  get  rid  of  the 
word  “  council,”  because,  in  some  places, 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  associate  coun¬ 
cils  with  nominee  bodies,  which  neither 
of  those  houses  is  to  be.  Inasmuch  as 
they  arc  both  to  be  representative,  I  may 
give  one  example  of  names  that  might 
be  suggested  to  the  sub  committee  amongst 
others  which  they  will  consider.  The  idea 
of  the  federation — of  the  equal  powers  of 
the  states — is  to  be  embodied  in  one  of 
tliese  chambers  ;  the  idea  of  the  national 
will  as  expressed  by  the  national  method 
of  election  by  the  people  in  the  constitu¬ 
encies  is  to  be  embodied  in  the  other.  But, 
both  being  of  a  representative  character, 
and,  therefore,  of  the  character  of  what 
we  call  “  assemblies,”  why  not  call  one  the 
“  federal  assembly  ”  and  the  other  the 
‘‘national  assembly”?  If  you  do  that, 
you  express,  at  any  rate,  the  idea  that  is 
at  the  bottom  of  the  composition  of  both 
of  them,  namely,  the  idea  of  representation 
as  we  have  been  accustomed  to  express  it 
b}^  the  use  of  the  word  “  assembly  ” — and 
you  express  also  the  federal  idea  which 
enters  into  the  composition  of  one,  and 
the  idea  of  the  representation  of  the  people 
as  a  whole,  in  their  accustomed  subdivi¬ 
sions  of  electorates,  in  the  other. 

Sir  IIexry  Parkes  :  Assembly  No.  1 
and  assembly  No.  2  ! 

Mr.  BARTON :  Call  whichever  you 
like  No.  1,  and  whichever  you  like  No.  2 ; 
but  inasmuch  as  No.  1  and  No.  2  would 
be  perfectly  meaningless,  and  the  words  I 
have  suggested  would  have  a  meaning,  I 


suggest  that  the  sub-committee  would 
rather  take  my  suggestion  into  considera¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  Would  it  not  be  well 
if  we  determine  the  powers  of  the  bodies  ? 
The  names  could  be  decided  afterwards. 
What  does  all  this  question  of  name,  which 
is  entertaining  the  Convention,  matter  ? 
The  real  point  is  to  determine  the  powers 
to  give  to  the  two  houses.  If  we  delay  in 
discussing  the  names,  we  shall  be  some 
time  in  settling  the  really  important  mat¬ 
ter  that  we  have  to  determine. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH:  I 
think  there  is  something  in  the  objection 
made  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies.  If 
w'e  strike  out  these  words  we  really  affirm 
that  we  disapprove  of  the  names  “  senate” 
and  “house  of  representatives.”  We  do 
not  w’ant  to  do  anything  of  the  sort.  It 
is  better  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  sub¬ 
committee  wdth  the  w’ords  as  they  are. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  originally  rose  with 
the  view  of  seeking  to  amend  the  resolu¬ 
tion  by  leaving  out  the  word  “  senate  ” 
and  inserting  other  words  in  lieu  thereof, 
and  I  w'as  proceeding  to  give  reasons  for 
the  omission  that  I  was  about  to  propose, 
when  I  was  met,  I  understood,  by  a  unani¬ 
mous  wish  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  to 
strike  out  all  the  w'ords  and  leave  the 
matter  open.  Therefore,  I  gave  up  my 
original  intention.  If  I  am  mistaken, 
and  the  Committee  wish  to  discuss  the 
matter  now,  I  should  like  to  give  some 
reasons  why  I  propose  to  leave  out  the 
word  “  senate  ”  and  insert  other  words  in 
lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Thrash  it  out  now  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  The  reason  wdiy  I  wish 
to  leave  out  the  w’ord  “  senate  ”  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words  “  council  of  the 
states,”  is  because  I  believe  that  when 
they  go  back  to  their  own  colonies,  and  to 
their  own  constituencies,  it  wdll  facilitate' 
hon.  members  of  this  Convention  in  ex¬ 
plaining  the  federal  compact  to  the  people 
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of  those  colonies.  When  we  see  the  great 
clifference  of  opinion  which  has  arisen, 
even  in  this  Convention,  in  reference  to 
the  powers  that  ought  to  be  intrusted  to 
the  so-called  senate,  wliich  I  prefer  to  call 
the  ‘‘council  of  the  states,”  and  when  we 
see  that  that  difference  of  opinion  has,  to 
a  very  great  extent,  arisen  from  confusion 
in  the  minds  of  some  lion,  delegates  as  to 
what  the  proper  functions  of  the  federal 
council  of  the  states  ought  to  be — when  we 
see  that  they  have  confused  them  with  the 
functions  of  a  second  chamber  in  a  Uni¬ 
tarian  form  of  government — it  will  surely 
facilitate  them  in  explaining  to  the  people 
the  federal  constitution  if  we  give  the 
senate  a  name  that  is  indicative  of  its 
powers  and  of  its  constitution.  I  do  not 
say  “states  council.”  A  “states  coun¬ 
cil”  is  entirely  a  different  thing  from  a 
“council  of  the  states,”  which  can  exist 
only  in  a  federal  form  of  government ;  and 
it  is  indicative  of  the  fact  that  that  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  states  is  composed  of  represent¬ 
atives  from  the  different  states.  W  hen 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  of  Switzer¬ 
land  formed  their  new  Constitution  they 
had  before  them  not  only  their  own  long 
experience  in  different  forms  of  confederate 
government,  but  also  the  experience  of 
America  for  fifty  or  sixty  years,  and  they 
deliberately  altered  the  name  “  senate,” 
which  w^as  in  use  in  America,  to  “  cbuncil 
of  the  states,”  which  is  the  term  wdiich 
is  now  applied  to  the  upper  chamber  in 
Switzerland,  and  they  used  that  term  to 
indicate  exactly  what  they  meant.  They 
used  that  term  to  indicate  that  the  people 
of  Switzerland  w^ere  represented  in  that 
upper  chamber  by  states — that  the  people 
who  formed  that  council  of  the  states  were 
the  representatives  of  the  states.  It  is 
indicative  of  the  federal  idea,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  is  a  much  better  term  than 
“  senate.”  I  admit  that  it  has  objections. 
It  has  two.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  a 
little  bit  too  long,  although  not  longer  than 
[Jfr.  Baker. 


“house  of  representatives.”  In  the  next 
place,  it  containsthe  term  “council,”  which 
some  hon.  members  seem  to  think  is  not  a 
term  which  is  ^particularly  beloved  l)y  the 
people,  and  some  confusion  may  arise  from 
the  use  of  that  word  in  the  name;  but  when 
the  term  is  “  the  council  of  the  states,”  it 
seems  to  me  to  jierfectly  clearly  express 
that  which  will  be  the  body  representing 
the  states  in  this  federal  constitution. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  think  the 
arguments  used  by  the  last  speaker  are 
forcible,  so  far  as  that  name  goes.  Why 
not  let  that  name  stand,  and  call  the  other 
chamber  the  “  house  of  commons,”  as  re¬ 
presenting  the  commons— everybody  in  the 
country  ? 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  shall  first  propose  to 
strike  out  these  words,  and  when  they  are 
struck  out  I  shall  propose  to  insert  the 
words  “  council  of  the  states,”  as  tho  name 
for  one  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  I 
understand  that  some  other  member  of  the 
Convention  wrill  ask  to  insert  other  words 
to  indicate  the  name  and  nature  of  the 
second  branch  of  the  legislature. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  There  are 
two  quite  different  questions  involved  in 
this  amendment — one  whether  the  name 
of  the  two  houses  shall  be  a  senate  and  a 
house  of  representatives,  and  the  other 
whether  we  shall  settle  that  matter  now, 
or  leave  it  to  a  committee. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  Leave  it  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  If  we  are 
going  to  leave  it  we  had  better  simply  say 
that  there  shall  be  two  chambers ;  but  it 
will  be  very  hard  for  a  committee,  not 
knowing  the  views  of  the  members  of  the 
Convention,  to  fix  on  any  two  names.  On 
this  point  I  do  not  suppose  there  is  any 
settled  division  of  opinion  amongst  hon. 
members.  Each  probably  has  his  own  idea 
as  to  what  will  be  the  best  name.  Tho 
question  is,  whether  we  .should  settle  it 
now  or  afterwards. 

Hon.  Delegates  :  Afterwards  ! 
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Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  What  will 
the  Committee  have  to  go  upon  then] 

An  Hon.  Delegate  :  They  can  recom¬ 
mend  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Yes,  they 
can  recommend.  We  shall  then  have 
another  discussion  upon  it. 

An  Hon.  Delegate  :  Settle  it  now  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am  dis¬ 
posed  to  settle  the  question  now. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Let  the  words  stand.  To 
alter  tlie  resolution  may  necessitate  a  series 
of  amendments  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  reso¬ 
lution  might  be  pas.sed  as  it  is  on  the 
understanding  that  the  words  used  here  are 
merely  provisional  names.  In  substance 
one  house  wull  be  what  is  generally  known 
as  a  senate  and  the  other  as  a  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  and  I  think  these  terms  may 
be  accepted  for  the  present.  These  words 
may  stand  unless  some  other  'words  very 
strongly  commend  themselves  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  committee  or  the  Convention. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Dr.  COCKBURN :  I  think  that  we 
ought  to  leave  out  the  word  “  province,” 
and  use  the  word  which  has  been  already 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs.  I 
move  : 

That  the  word  “  province”  he  omitted  with  a 
view  to  the  insertion  in  lieu  thereof  of  the  word 
‘‘colony.  ” 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  cannot  help  think¬ 
ing  that  it  would  be  better  not  to  refer 
principles  to  the  committee,  but  to  leave 
the  committee  to  work  out  details  only. 
We  have  a  blank  as  regards  the  number 
of  years  for  which  the  senate  shall  be 
elected,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
leave  the  question  open,  and  to  insert  the 
words  ‘‘  proportion  of  members”  instead  of 
“  onc-tliird.”  We  ought  not  to  fix  the  pro¬ 
portion,  as  that  may  be  a  debatable  point. 

An  Hon.  Me.mbeii:  Say  “periodical  re¬ 
tirement”  ! 


Dr.  COCKBURN  :  Yes,  I  would  insert 
tlie  word  “  periodical”  before  the  word 
“retirement,”  and  leave  out  the  words, 
“  every - years.” 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  Why  ? 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  think  it  better, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  refer  only  questions 
of  detail  to  the  committee.  The  lion, 
member  has  admitted  that  by  leaving  a 
blank  as  to  the  number  of  years  I  would 
leave  open  the  wiiole  question  of  the  peri¬ 
odical  retirement  of  members. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Another  impoi-tant  point 
is  whetlier  the  .senate  are  to  be  elected  by 
the  electors  or  tlie  states  legislature  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  take  it  that  these 
words  mean  that  it  has  to  be  done  by  the 
electors,  not  by  the  houses.  The  words  go 
on  to  say,  “with  definite  responsibility  to 
the  electors,”  and  as  long  as  there  are  any 
nominated  houses  in  any  of  the  colonies, 
there  cannot  be  said  to  be  definite  respon¬ 
sibility  to  the  electoi-s. 

M  r.  G I  lli  es  :  Who  are  the  electors  ?  W'e 
must  determine  that ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  It  cannot  be  the 
local  legislatures,  because  there  are  certain 
of  them  with  nominee  upper  houses,  the 
members  of  which  cannot  be  said  to  have 
any  definite  responsibility  to  the  electors. 
But  I  will  not  press  that  point  at  present. 
I  move  : 

That  the  word  ‘  *  periodical  ”  be  inserted  before 
the  word  “  retirement. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  Before  the  amendment 
is  put,  sir,  may  I  draw  attention  to  a 
question  which  must  be  raised  and  ulti¬ 
mately  determined  I  I  do  not  desire  to 
raise  the  question  now,  if  it  is  understood 
that  it  will  be  considered  probably  by  a 
select  committee,  and  be  determined  on 
their  recommendation.  It  is  an  important 
point,  namely,  whether  tlie  members  of 
the  senate  shall  be  elected  by  the  parlia¬ 
ments  of  the  various  colonics  or  by  the 
general  electors  of  the  colonies  under  a 
franchise,  perhaps  under  the  franchise  of 
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the  legislative  assembly  ?  I  believe  there 
is  a  strong  opinion  among  lion.  ineinbei'S 
that  the  elections  to  the  senate  .slioukl  be 
made  by  the  parliaments  of  tho  colonies. 

Dr.  CoGKBURX  :  Xoniinee  houses  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  do  not  desire  to  raise 
the  question  now  ;  but  if  it  is  understood 
that  it  will  bo  brought  up  subsequently 
I  am  quite  willing  to  allow  the  resolution 
go  now^  with  the  amendment  suggested. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (Dr.  Cockburn)  proposed  : 

That  the  words  one- third  •’  be  omitted,  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  “  por¬ 
tion.” 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES:  I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  I  understand  what  is  aimed  at 
by  these  amendments.  It  is  quite  certain 
tliat  they  m^^ke  the  matter  more  indefinite 
and  confused,  whereas  our  object  is  to  make 
itmoredefinite  and  more  clear,  and  whether 
we  will  or  no,  if  we  go  on  with  this  work  we 
must  come  to  precision,  not  to  indefinite¬ 
ness.  After  these  amendments  are  passed 
w’e  shall  have  to  retrace  the  ground,  and  try 
to  come  to  some  definite  conclusion,  and 
some  precise  meaning.  I  certainly  cannot 
understand  the  wistlom  of  loosening  thinsrs, 
of  making  them  more  scattered  than  they 
were,  instead  of  trying  to  compress  our 
meaning,  and  bring  it  to  a  point  on  which 
we  can  all  agree,  or  at  least  express  our 
reasons  for  disagreement.  By  proposing 
that  it  shall  be  a  j^eriodical  retirement  of 
a  proportion  of  the  members  w  e  really  say 
nothing  at  all.  We  put  the  thing  behind 
us  again,  instead  of  keeping  it  steadily 
before  us.  What  we  want  to  arrive  at, 
if  we  agree  to  this  mode  of  referring  the 
members  of  the  upper  chamber  to  the 
people,  is  tlie  definite  number  to  retire 
periodically,  and  the  definite  period  at 
which  they  shall  retire.  We  must  arrive 
at  those  two  points.  Do  what  we  will  we 
can  but  put  it  off  We  may  delay  it,  but 
we  must  come  back  to  it.  I  do  not  know 
that  this  should  be  determined  by  a  com- 
[il/r.  Gillies, 


mittee.  I  think  it  should  be  detenninod 
one  way  or  the  other  by  the  Convention 
itself.  I  really  cannot  see  that  the  amend¬ 
ments  will  help  us  in  any  degree  what¬ 
ever. 

Mr.  CLTTIIBERT  :  I  think  we  ought 
to  relieve  the  committee  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible  of  the  heavy  duties  wliich  will  de¬ 
volve  upon  it.  I  suppose  the  senate  will 
be  appointed  for  a  term  of,  say,  six  years. 
In  Victoria,  a  third  of  the  members  of  the 
upper  house  retire  every  two  years,  so  that 
in  the  event  of  any  difficulties  arising  be¬ 
tween  the  two  houses,  a  fresh  batch  of 
members  is  brought  in  every  two  years. 
If  we  lay  down  the  rule  that  a  third  of  the 
members  of  the  senate  shall  retire  every 
two  years — assuming,  of  course,  that  the 
term  of  their  appointment  will  be  six 
years — I  think  we  shall  be  travelling  in 
the  right  direction.  However,  as  regards 
the  number  of  years,  a  blank  is  left  in  the 
resolution.  It  may  be  very  well  left  to 
the  committee  to  say  whether  the  period 
for  which  the  senate  shall  be  appointed 
shall  be  for  six  or  nine  years.  I  think  the 
resolution  is  framed  on  proper  lines.  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  support  it  as  it  stands. 

I  thmk  the  hon.  member,  Dr.  Cockburn, 
will  be  wise  if  be  withdraws  his  amend¬ 
ment,  because  I  think  we  ought  to  relieve 
the  committee  as  much  as  possible  from 
any  embarrassment. 

Mr.  BARTOX  :  It  might  save  time  to 
point  out  that  we  have,  to  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent,  determined  this  matter  already.  We 
have  inserted  the  word  “  periodical  — 
that  is  to  say,  we  have  made  the  resolu¬ 
tion  to  read  as  follows  : — 

A  parliament,  to  con.sist  of  a  senate  and  a 
house  of  representatives,  the  former  consisting 
of  an  equal  number  of  members  from  each 
colony,  to  Ije  elected  by  a  system  wliich  shall 
provide  for  the  periodical  retirement  of - - 

It  might,  of  course,  be  advisable  to  leave 
the  words  “  a  third,”  or  insert  the  words  “a 
proportion  but  the  number  of  years  to 
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elapse  before  the  periodical  retirement  is 
evidently  now  a  thing  with  whicli  we  have 
nothing  to  do.  We  cannot  go  back  upon 
tlie  word  ‘‘periodical^’  without  going 
tlirough  a  cumbrous  form.  The  insertion 
of  the  word  is,  so  far,  a  direction  to  any 
sub-corninittee  to  fix  the  period  at  which 
the  members  are  to  retire — to  fix  the 
meaning  of  tlie  word  “  periodical.” 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  Consequent  upon  the 
amendment  which  lias  just  been  carried — 
it  appears  to  me  necessary — and  I  do  not 
observe  that  any  one  else  is  projiared  to  do 
so — to  move  another  amendment.  I  move  : 

That  the  words  “every  -  years’*  be 

omitted. 

Their  retention  would  be  repugnant  to  the 
decision  to  which  the  Committee  has  already 
arrived. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  desire  to  call  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  delegates  from  Tasmania — 
the  hon.  member  who  suggested  the  amend¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Bird,  is  not  here — to  an  amend¬ 
ment  of  which  I  myself  do  not  quite  ap¬ 
prove.  But  unless  the  amendment  be 
moved  now,  they  will  be  unable  to  bring 
it  forward  subsequently.  I  refer  to  the 
words  “  so  securing  to  the  body  itself  a 
perpetual  existence.”  It  was  contended,  I 
understand,  that  if  these  words  were  re¬ 
tained  there  would  be  no  power  of  dis¬ 
solving  the  body  under  any  circum.stances. 

Mr.  Burgess  :  It  w  as  only  an  individual 
opinion  ! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  When  the  bill  is  brought 
lip  it  wdll  be  quite  possible  to  make  an 
amendment  of  that  kind  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT :  I  should  like  to  know 
if  it  is  understood  by  the  gentlemen  present 
that  tlie  retention  of  tlie  words  “  combined 
w'ith  definite  responsibility  to  the  electors  ” 
will  leave  it  an  open  question  for  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  say  how'  the  senate  is  to  be  elected, 
whether  by  the  electors  or  by  both  houses 
of  parliament? 


Mr.  Playford  :  That  will  have  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  bill  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  If  it  be  left  open 
to  the  Committee  to  deal  with  the  matter, 
I  see  no  objection  to  the  words  ;  but  if  the 
committee  will  be  bound  by  them  to  say 
that  the  elections  shall  be  made  by  the 
electors  of  each  particular  colony,  I  cer- 
biinly  object  to  them.  I  think  it  should 
be  left  to  each  particular  colony  to  say  in 
what  manner  the  elections  for  the  .senate 
shall  take  place,  and  that  view,  I  am  sure, 
will  be  in  accordance  with  the  view  of  the 
majority  of  members  present.  I  under¬ 
stood  that  to  be  the  tone  of  the  debate 
generally. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  There  is  nn  doubt 
about  that  ! 

Mr.  Baker  :  Let  it  be  left  open  ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  So  long  as  it  is  left 
an  open  question  to  the  committee,  and 
they  are  not  bound  hand  and  foot  by  these 
words,  I  have  no  objection  to  them. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD:  I  apprehend  that 
the  only  object  of  inserting  these  words  is 
to  declare  that  the  Committee  is  opposed  to 
nominee  houses.  The  senate  may  be  elected 
either  by  the  houses  of  parliament  or  by 
the  people.  In  both  cases  they  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  to  the  electors,  and  that  is  all 
the  paragraph  saya 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Asa  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Committee,  I  should  interpret 
the  word  “electors”  as  being  synonymous 
w’ith  the  word  “  constituents.”  The  words 
mean,  in  effect,  “  a  definite  responsibility 
to  the  constituents” — at  least,  that  is  what 
I  understand  them  to  mean. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  :  Might  they  not  mean 
the  parliament  ? 

!Mr.  Deakin  :  They  relate  to  anything ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  move  : 

That  the  words  “and  amending”  be  omitted. 

My  object  in  moving  the  amendment  is 
with  a  view  to  insert  afterwards  a  power 
of  veto  in  whole  or  in  part. 


EesollUions, 


376  Federal  Constitntion :  [16  ilAitcii,  1891.] 


Mr.  Barton  ;  But  not  a  power  o£  in- 
creasing  burdens  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  No;  a  power 
of  veto  simply. 

!Mr.  MUNRO  :  Would  it  not  be  well  to 
leave  that  question  in  abeyance  until  wo 
know  what  the  constitution  of  the  senate 
is  to  be  ?  If  we  fix  the  question  definitely 
now,  it  may  have  a  serious  effect  upon 
what  we  are  going  to  do.  I  think  the 
resolution  should  be  left  as  it  now  stands, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  matter 
wdll  be  discussed  after  the  constitution  of 
the  senate  is  determined.  That  would  be 
the  better  course  to  take.  The  results 
mi«:ht  be  serious  if  tlie  matter  were  settled 
now  without  our  knowing  what  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  senate  is  to  be. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  Leaving  the  words  as 
they  are  would  be  a  direction  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  which  \ve  do  not  want  to  give  them. 
I  think  the  question  should  be  left  open. 

Mr.  MU  NRG:  That  is  what  I  am 
contending  for.  What  I  understand  the 
amendment  to  mean  is  this  :  that  what¬ 
ever  the  constitution  of  the  senate  may 
be,  it  will  have  the  power  to  amend  money 
bills. 

Sir  Joiix  Dowxer  :  I  do  not  propose 
that  I 

Mr.  Baker  :  The  hon.  member  does  not 
say  that ;  he  simply  omits  the  'words  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  understand  the  reso¬ 
lution  as  it  stands  to  give  to  the  house  of 
representatives  the  sole  right  to  originate 
and  amend  all  bills  appropriating  revenue 
or  imposing  taxation.  The  taking  out  of 
the  words  ‘'and  amending”  will  deprive 
that  house  of  the  sole  powers  to  amend 
such  bills,  and  will  give  the  pow’er  o£ 
amending  to  the  other  chamber  also.  That 
is  what  it  means. 

Mr.  Baker  :  Not  necessarily  ! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  It  indicates  that ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  If  it  does  not  mean  that 

and  I  w  ill  take  the  advice  of  the  legal 
gentlemen  of  the  Convention  upon  the 
[*?ir  John  Dovmer^ 


point — if  it  does  not  necessarily  mean  that, 
I  will  sit  down,  and  will  not  say  another 
w’ord  on  the  subject.  If  the  words  do  mean 
what  I  contend,  I  think  it  is  imprudent  to 
move  the  amendment  at  the  present  stage, 
or  until  we  know  how  the  senate  is  to  he 
elected. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  would  ask  my  hoi>. 
friend,  Sir  John  Downer,  not  to  press  the 
amendment,  because  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  raises  the  whole  question. 

Sir  John  Downer:  Hear,  hear;  I  in¬ 
tend  to  raise  it ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  submit  that  it  w'ould 
be  better  to  raise  such  a  serious  question 
at  a  later  stage.  I  have  given  notice  of  two 
resolutions  that  w  ill  raise  the  whole  ques¬ 
tion,  and  wdiich,  I  think,  present  what 
may  be  a  solution  of  the  difficulty.  I  do 
not  at  all  despair  of  a  solution,  and  I 
should  be  very  sorry  indeed  if  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  on  either  side  were  to  take  up  such  a 
position  as  to  defy  a  settlement.  But  that 
is  a  greater  reason  wdiy  the  question  should 
not  bedecided  upon  this  bare  point  of  omit¬ 
ting  the  words  “  and  amending.”  It  would 
reallybe  a  direction  to  the  committee  before 
wx  have  gone  into  the  whole  question.  I 
think  it  w’ould  be  better,  therefore,  to  allow 
the  resolution  to  pass,  and  to  raise  the  ques¬ 
tion  upon  the  two  resolutions  of  wdiich  I 
have  given  notice,  which  may  be  found  to 
contain  a  solution  of  the  difficulty.  It  is 
too  serious  a  matter  to  be  passed  in  a 
hurry.  Upon  tliis  question,  no  doubt,  de¬ 
pends  an  important  feature  of  the  whole 
movement. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  There  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  the  amendment  does  raise  the  whole 
question ;  but  I  would  point  out  to  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  that  he  cannot 
move  his  two  amendments  until  the  words 
"  and  amending  ”  are  struck  out,  because 
if  the  w^ords  are  allowed  to  remain  my 
hon.  friend’s  first  proposition  is  unneces¬ 
sary.  Therefore,  I  think  it  will  be  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  wishes  of  the  hon.  mem- 
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bcr  himself  if  the  amendment  of  Sir  Jolm 
Downer  be  agreed  to.  The  whole  ques¬ 
tion  can  then  be  raised  on  tlie  amendments 
to  which  the  lion,  member  refei*s.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  this  is  tlie 
que.stion  upon  which  members  of  tlie  Con¬ 
vention  differ,  and  it  is,  moreover,  a  ques¬ 
tion  which  will  have  to  be  discussed  and 
decided. 

Mr.  Munro  :  The  question  as  to  whether 
we  are  to  have  federation  at  all  will  be 
settled  by  the  decision  of  the  Committee 
upon  the  question  raised  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber’s  amendment ! 

Mr.  Clark  :  Do  not  say  that ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  would  point  out  to  the 
Committee  that  if  we  strike  out  the  words 

and  amending  ”  we  do  not  affirm  any¬ 
thing  at  all — we  simply  refuse  to  affirm 
that  the  senate  shall  not  have  the  power 
to  amend.  We  do  not  come  to  any  posi¬ 
tive  conclusion ;  we  come  to  a  negative 
conclusion,  the  conclusion  being  that  these 
words  be  struck  out,  thus  leaving  the  mat¬ 
ter  open  for  further  discussion. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  may  say  that 
the  amendment  which  I  shall  afterwards 
propose  is  not  exactly  in  the  form  in  which 
it  appears  as  printed.  I  do  not  propose 
that  the  senate  or  upper  chamber  shall 
have  authority  to  amend  money  bills.  I 
only  propose  to  give  them  what  is  called 
a  veto  in  detail.  Before  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Baker,  rose  it  occurred  to  me  that  the 
striking  out  of  the  words  as  proposed 
would  not  be  in  the  slightest  degree  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  amendment  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Wrixon,  himself  proposes,  while 
the  retention  of  them  would  be  incon¬ 
sistent.  If  the  amendment  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  is  to  be  carried,  the 
words  ought  to  be  struck  out.  If  the 
clause  were  to  simply  stand  as  amended  it 
might  oj)en  a  fruitful  source  of  conflict 
between  the  two  houses  by  analogy  with 
what  has  occurred  in  other  colonies,  and 
with  what  is  contained  in  the  Canadian 


statute  as  to  whether  or  not,  by  denying  the 
upper  chamber  the  power  of  originating 
money  bills,  you  do  not  by  implication 
reserve  to  them  the  power  of  amending 
such  bills.  But,  of  course,  I  did  not  move 
that  these  words  be  struck  out  with  no  in¬ 
tention  of  proposing  the  insertion  of  other 
words.  I  intended  to  ask  the  Committee 
to  insert  at  the  end  of  the  clause  the 
w’ords,  and  the  senate  shall  have  power 
to  reject  in  whole  or  in  part  any  such  last- 
mentioned  bills.”  Whether  the  amendment 
of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  or  the 
suggestion  made  by  myself  be  adopted,  the 
pro{»osed  amendment  will  be  inconsistent 
with  the  retention  of  the  words  which  I 
have  moved  should  be  omitted. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Munro,  asked  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  leaving  out  these  words — 
would  it  give  the  senate  the  power  of 
amendment  ?  That  raises  a  very  nice 
question.  Most  of  the  conflicts  that  have 
occurred  between  the  two  houses  of  legis¬ 
lature  in  Australia  have  arisen  from  the 
use  of  exactly  that  form  of  words — “  the 
sole  powder  of  originating  all  bills  appro¬ 
priating  revenue  or  imposing  taxation.” 
Those  are  the  w^ords  in  the  Queensland 
Constitution.  We  have  always  maintained 
there  that  notwithstanding  the  use  of  those 
words,  w  ith  no  expressed  reference  to  the 
pow’erof  amendment,  our  Legislative  Coun¬ 
cil  had  no  power  of  amendment,  or  that  if 
they  had  the  technical  power,  they  had  no 
right  w’hich  they  should  be  allowed  to  ex¬ 
ercise.  That  position  w^e  maintained  very 
strongly.  The  question  was  finally  settled 
as  regards  Queensland  by  a  decision  of  the 
Privy  Council,  wdio  held — they  did  not 
give  their  reasons — that  notwithstanding 
the  use  of  this  form  of  words  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  had  not  the  right  of  amend¬ 
ing  money  bills.  Probably  they  decided 
on  the  ground  that  the  Queensland  Con¬ 
stitution  w^as  framed  exactly  upon  the 
analogy  of  the  English  Constitution — an 
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elective  lower  house  and  a  nominee  upper 
house.  That  very  likely  was  the  reason  ; 
but  as  they  did  not  give  their  reasons,  it 
is  not  of  much  use  speculating  as  to  the 
grounds  which  influenced  them.  But  it 
is  quite  certain  that  in  framing  a  federal 
constitution  we  cannot  afford  to  leave  any 
question  of  that  kind  to  be  fought  out 
between  the  two  houses,  or  to  be  referred 
to  the  Privy  Council.  We  must  make 
up  our  minds  here  what  we  mean,  and 
say  it,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  question 
about  iL  If  we  leave  in  the  words  ‘‘and 
amending,”  there  is  nothing  further  to 
be  said ;  there  is  no  room  open  for  any 
meeting  between  the  two  conflicting  views 
expressed  during  the  debate  on  these  re¬ 
solutions,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  great 
misfortune  if,  at  this  early  stage,  we  were 
to  preclude  that  possibility  by  insisting 
upon  the  retention  of  these  'words.  We 
all  agree  that  only  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  should  have  the  power  of  originating 
money  bills.  If  we  approach  this  subject 
in  a  spirit  of  compromise,  as  was  urged  by 
the  President  and  other  speakers  during  the 
debate,  I  am  sure  that  amongst  the  minds 
present  some  means  will  be  found  of  siviii<r 
effect  to  a  view  that  wiJl  be  satisfactory 
to  all  parties.  I  am  sure  that  is  not  beyond 
our  efforts  if  we  seriously  set  ourselves  to 
the  work.  Various  suggestions  have  al¬ 
ready  been  made.  It  is  difficult  to  know 
what  will  be  the  one  ultimately  accepted  ; 
but  I  counsel  hon.  gentlemen  to  allow 
these  words  to  be  omitted  at  the  present 
time.  Let  us  consider  various  possible 
bases.  Whether  or  not  we  come  to  the 
result  of  absolutely  excluding  any  inter¬ 
ference  by  the  senate — and  I  do  not  tliink 
anybody  insists  upon  the  absolute  exclu¬ 
sion  of  interference— we  shall  be  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  frame  the  conditions,  if  any,  upon 
■which  interference  may  be  allowed  with 
what  may  be  technically  termed  money  bills, 
although  in  substance  they  may  be  matters 
affecting  great  questions  of  public  policy. 
[/Sir  Samwl  Griffith. 


Mr.  DEAKIN  :  While  cordially  agree¬ 
ing  with  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griflitb,  in  his  last  remarks,  I  would  point 
out  that  even  if  the  pre.sent  amendment 
of  the  lion,  member,  Sir  John  Downer, 
does  not  preclude  discussion,  at  any  rate, 
the  amendment  with  which  he  proposes  to 
follow  it  immediately  will  absolutely  pre¬ 
clude  discussion. 

Sir  J OHX  Downer:  That  is  not  before  us ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  That  is  true,  but  if  the 
understanding  were  arrived  at  that  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  John  Downer,  would 
not  at  this  stage  move  his  amendment, 
and  that  my  hon.  colleague,  Mr.  Wrixoii, 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  moving  his 
two  resolutions  at  the  conclusion  of  this 
series  of  resolutions,  then  we  should  be 
prepared  to  devote  the  whole  of  our  at¬ 
tention  to  this  subject  singly,  having  then 
disposed  of  all  other  questions.  If  Sir 
John  Downer  would  agree  to  forego  his 
second  amendment  and  discuss  it  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  resolutions  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  we  could  pass  the 
remainder  of  the  resolutions,  even  with 
the  omission  of  these  w’ords,  and  consider 
the  whole  question  upon  those  two  reso¬ 
lutions.  I  suggest  this  as  a  simple  method 
of  arriving  at  an  i.ssue. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  am,  of 
course,  entirely  in  the  hands  of  tlie  Com¬ 
mittee  in  this  matter.  If  these  words  are 
struck  out,  nothing  'will  remain  in  the 
resolution,  on  the  face  of  it,  to  which  I 
could  refuse  my  assent,  so  tlj at  it  could  not 
be  said  afterwards  that  any  of  us  agreed  to 
something  to  which  we  did  not  agree.  At 
the  same  time,  we  shall  have  to  take  this 
discussion  at  .some  time  or  other.  The 
question  was  entered  into  at  considerable 
length  in  the  very  interesting  debate  that 
took  place  in  the  Convention,  and  I  am  not 
sure  that  there  will  be  any  material  ad¬ 
vantage  in  sending  it  to  a  select  commit¬ 
tee,  and  then  having  to  thrash  it  out  after¬ 
wards. 
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Sir  Samuel  Guiffith  ;  No  one  pro¬ 
poses  that ! 

]\Ir.  Deakin  :  No ;  take  the  discussion 
of  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Wrixon  as  soon 
as  we  have  finished  the  others  1 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  have  no  ol> 
jection,  if  these  words  are  struck  out,  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion  should  be  postponed  until  the  others 
are  discussed,  if  that  is  the  sense  of  the 
Committee  ;  but  T  did  not  understand  that 
such  was  its  desire. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  If  these  words  are 
struck  out,  then  the  resolution,  the  hon. 
member  says,  will  contain  nothing  that  he 
does  not  agree  with,  and  it  may  be  allowed 
to  pass.  Nos.  2  and  3  of  these  sub-sec¬ 
tions  may  then  be  dealt  with,  and  we  shall 
be  face  to  face  with  the  resolutions  to  be 
proposed  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon, 
which  directly  raise  the  question.  Then, 
if  Sir  John  Downer  does  not  agree  with 
those  resolutions,  he  can  move  an  amend¬ 
ment,  .so  as  to  bring  the  two  views — that 
which  he  represents  and  that  which  Mr. 
Wrixon  represents — directly  before  the 
Convention  when  we  have  settled  every 
other  question. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  v/ould  point  out 
another  view  that  might  be  taken.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  feel  that  the  people’s 
house  must  have  the  ultimate  pow'er  to 
deal  with  money  bills. 

Mr.  Baker:  Which  is  the  people’s 
iiouse  % 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  The  people’s  house 
I  take  to  be  the  one  that  represents  the 
people. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Directly  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  The  one  which  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker,  desires  to  call 
the  “  council  of  the  states  ”  I  should  not 
call  the  people’s  house.  The  point  I  take 
is  this  :  I  do  not  think  we  shall  be  able  to 
give  the  senate  the  absolute  power  to 
amend  money  bills;  at  the  same  time,  I 
think  we  ought  to  make  some  provision 


such  as  I  suggested  when  I  spoke  in  the 
main  debate  :  that  is  to  say,  w’e  should  pro¬ 
vide  that  no  matter  shall  be  included  in 
any  money  bill— not  simply  an  appropria¬ 
tion  bill — w’hich  the  senate  shall  declare 
should,  in  the  interests  of  any  one  of  the 
colonies  or  of  all  of  them,  be  dealt  with  in 
a  separate  measure.  That  is  the  view  I 
shall  bring  before  the  Convention  at  a 
later  stage.  In  the  meantime  I  think  the 
Committee  should  strike  out  the  words 
‘‘and  amending.”  But  I  think  it  \vould 
be  unwise  on  the  part  of  Sir  John  Downer 
to  proceed  at  the  present  time  with  the 
other  amendment  which  he  has  indicated. 
The  resolutions  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Wrixon,  do  not  appear  to  me  to  meet  the 
case  sufficiently. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  What  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  proposes  is  this : 
that  w'e  should  strike  out  the  words  “  and 
amending,”  then  pass  the  resolution  as  a 
matter  of  form,  and  go  on  with  the  other 
resolutions,  and  that  then  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Wrixon,  should  move  his  resolu¬ 
tions,  to  which  I  should  move  mine  as  an 
amendment.  I  would  ask  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  why  should  not  Mr.  Wrixon  bring  his 
resolutions  forward  by  way  of  amendment 
to  mine  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are 
simply  a.sked  to  postpone  a  discussion  that 
must  inevitably  take  place,  and  that  we 
shall  be  in  no  better  position  to  consider 
the  question  wdien  we  have  disposed  of  the 
other  resolutions  than  we  are  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  time.  I  am  quite  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  it 
is  open  to  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon, 
to  have  his  resolutions  discussed  on  the 
amendment  I  intend  to  move,  and  this  can 
be  done  now  more  conveniently  than  at  a 
later  stage. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  It  would  not  be  so  con¬ 
venient,  because  in  the  other  case  they 
could  be  brought  in  as  separate  resolutions ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  For  my  part,  I 
can  see  no  difficulty  whatever  in  putting 
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the  amendment  of  ^Ir.  M  rixon.  The  hon, 
member  can  move  that  certain  words  be 
omitted  from  my  amendment  with  the  view 
of  in.serting  his  own.  It  is  more  conveiiient 
to  discuss  this  question  at  once,  as  it  arises 
properly  now,  than  to  postpone  it. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  A  dith- 
culty  has  arisen  from  the  lion,  member^s 
connecting  the  present  amendment  with 
another  which  he  intends  to  move  after¬ 
wards,  and  which  is  not  necessarily  con¬ 
nected  with  it.  No  member  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  will  go  against  any  opinion  he  has 
expressed  by  agreeing  to  the  omission  of 
these  w^ords.  Many  hon.  membei’S  cannot 
nsrree  to  the  other  amendment  which  the 
hon.  member  wishes  to  move.  It  is  un¬ 
fortunate  that  the  two  mattei'S  should  be 
mixed  up,  because  the  omission  of  these 
words  is  a  necessary  preliminary  to  the 
discussion  of  the  whole  matter. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  the  resolution  be  amended  by  adding  the 
following  words: — “The  senate  to  have  the 
I)ower  of  rejecting  in  whole  or  in  part  any  of 
such  last-mentioned  bills.” 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  I  would  ai> 
peal  to  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Dowmer, 
not  to  press  his  amendment  now^  The 
matter  is  one  of  great  seriousness,  and,  if 
dealt  with  in  this  manner,  may  have  an 
effect  which  the  hon.  member  does  not 
foresee.  I  am  extremely  strong  in  op¬ 
position  to  the  amendment,  and  for  that 
reason  I  w^ant  to  see  the  matter  dealt  with 
with  as  much  deliberation  and  circumspec¬ 
tion  as  is  consistent  'vvith  economy  of 
time.  As  thLs  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
vital  provisions  of  the  whole  intended 
scheme,  w^e  can  w^ell  afford  to  think  twice 
before  we  do  anything  in  the  matter.  I 
am  extremely  anxious  for  the  union  of  these 
colonies — I  do  not  think  any  man  living  is 
more  anxious — but  I  am  by  no  means  clear 
that  I  could  set  my  hand  to  two  houses  of 
parliament  having  co-equal  powers  in  deal- 
[&V  John  Dovmer, 


ing  with  money  bills.  I  think  it  would 
lead  to  the  utmost  confusion,  anarchy,  and 
the  disruption  of  the  union  sooner  or  later. 
I  should  be  willing  to  safeguard  the  rights 
of  the  senate  to  the  fullest  extent  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  maintenance  of  what  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  sound  principles  of  govern¬ 
ment;  but  I  do  not  see  how’  two  bodies  can 
have  equal  power  in  dealing  w'ith  mat- 
tei*s,  which,  viewed  how'ever  they  may  be 
viewed,  are  admitted  to  be  the  most  vitd 
questions  of  good  civil  government.  There 
must  be  somebody  to  decide,  and  the  great 
constitutional  struggle  in  England,  as  I  ob¬ 
served  the  other  day,  has  been  to  see  who 
shall  decide,  and  they  have  decided  that  the 
people  of  England  as  represented  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  shall  decide.  Witli  regardto  theequally 
representative  character  of  these  two  houses, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  any  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  can  calmly  reason  and  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  their  representative  char¬ 
acter  will  be  equal.  One  will  not  represent 
the  people  at  all,  except  indirectly  ;  it  will 
represent  in  fact  the  states,  and  we  should 
have  to  get  a  good  definition  of  what  the 
meaning  of  state  is  before  we  could  say  to 
what  extent  the  members  of  this  senate — 
or  call  it  what  you  will — would  have  a  re¬ 
presentative  character.  I  remember  read¬ 
ing  some  six  years  ago,  I  think,  a  definition 
of  what  constitutes  a  .state  by  a  very  illus¬ 
trious  Oriental  scholar  and  a  great  judge 
— the  late  Sir  William  Jones.  He  says 
that  the  only  thing  that  can  constitute  a 
state  are  men — high-minded  men,  wdio  can 
see  their  rights,  and,  having  a  just  concep¬ 
tion  of  them,  dare  maintain  them.  It  is 
not  acres  of  area  ;  it  is  not  any  species  of 
property  ;  it  is  not  tow^ered  and  orna¬ 
mented  cities,  or  even  courts  or  armies, 
but  a  free  people  alone  who  cfin  constitute 
a  state ;  and  that  is  my  view  of  a  state. 
I  do  not  admit  that  there  is  any  other 
element  of  national  growth  except  an  in¬ 
telligent  population.  There  can  be  no  other 
element,  and  there  ought  to  be  no  other 
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element.  When  \vc  give  to  South  Aus¬ 
tralia — and  South  Australia,  it  must  be 
remembered,  has  been  one  of  the  slowest 
of  the  colonies,  although  she  has  long  had 
responsible  govcTument ;  from  some  cause 
or  other,  altliougli  we  liavc  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  regard  the  social  strata  of  South 
Australia  as  better  balanced,  more  happily 
constructed,  than  some  of  the  other  colo¬ 
nies,  she  has  been  extremely  slow  in  the 
progress  of  the  Australian  peoples,  and  she 
stands  now  with  a  very  small  proportion  of 
our  population — I  say  if  we  are  prepared 
to  give  to  Soutli  Australia — leaving  out 
of  sight  the  youngest  colony,  because  we 
cannot  deal  with  her  in  the  same  free  way 
as  we  may  fairly  deal  with  the  old  colo¬ 
nies — I,  for  one,  and  those  who  think  with 
me,  are  prepared  to  give  to  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  just  the  same  representation  in  the 
senate  as  Ave  ourselv^es  have.  We  are  quite 
prepared  to  give  her  equal  power  in  the 
general  legislation  of  the  country  ;  but  we 
say,  “  Some  one  authority  must  decide  as 
to  hoAv  the  people  are  to  be  taxed,  and  as 
to  how  the  product  of  the  taxes  is  to  be  ap¬ 
propriated  in  the  interest  of  the  people.’^ 
The  issue  of  the  great  conflict  in  the  mother 
country  has  been  to  leave  this  vast  poAver 
exclusively  Avith  the  representatives  of 
the  nation.  What  I  ask  for  now  is,  that 
this  discussion  may  take  place,  and  take 
place  as  thoroughly  as  possible.  I  am 
raising  no  objection  to  any  man’s  view,  or 
to  tlie  force  of  his  argument.  I  prefer  to 
hear  his  view  fully  stated,  and  his  argu¬ 
ment  put  at  its  highest  force  ;  but  do  not 
let  us  decide  the  matter  in  a  hurry.  There 
Avill  be  time  enough  to-morroAv,  Avhen  the 
resolutionsof  thehon.  member, Mr.  Wrixon, 
of  Avhich  notice  has  been  giv^en,  come  on. 
We  shall  then  knoAv  exactly  what  we  are 
doing.  I  appeal  to  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
John  DoAvner,  to  let  the  discussion  take 
place  on  Mr.  Wrixon’s  resolutions. 

Mr.  WRIXOIST :  Quite  acquiescing  in 
what  the  lion,  member,  Sir  Henry  Parkes, 


has  said,  I  should  be  happy  to  moAx  as  an 
amendment  on  the  amendment  of  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  John  DoAvner,  the  resolutions 
of  wliich  I  have  given  notice,  and  that  will 
raise  the  question  at  once.  Tlie  sooner 
Ave  discuss  it,  the  sooner  shall  we  be  likely 
to  arrive  at  some  conclusion.  I,  therefore, 
move  : 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  hy  omitting 
all  the  words  after  the  first  word  *'The  ”  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  tlieir  place  the  following  : — 

( 1 . )  The  senate  shall  have  equal  power  with  the 
house  of  representatives  in  respect  to  all 
bills,  except  money  bills,  bills  dealing  Avitli 
duties  of  customs  and  excise,  and  the  annual 
approx>riation  bill,  and  these  it  shall  be  en¬ 
titled  to  reject  but  not  to  amend. 

(2. )  The  act  of  union  shall  provide  that  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  to  include  in  the  annual  ap¬ 
propriation  bill  any  matter  or  thing  other 
tlian  the  votes  of  supply  for  the  ordinary 
service  of  the  year. 

I  shall  not  detain  the  Committee  very  long. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  The  hon.  member 
is  not  moving  the  amendment  now*  1 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  Yes,  as  an  amendment 
on  the  amendment  of  the  lion,  member, 
Sir  J olin  Downer. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  I  think  it  avuU  be 
far  better  to  leaAX  it  till  to-morrow  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  The  question  will  be 
before  the  Committee  as  an  amendment  on 
the  amendment  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
John  Downer. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  It  had  far  better 
be  submitted  as  a  neAv  clause  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  Of  course  if  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  John  DoAvner,  Avill  Avithdraw* 
his  amendment,  I  shall  be  happy  to  Avith- 
draAv  mine. 

Sir  John  Doavner  :  Why  1 

Sir  Henry  Parkes:  I  undei-stood  that 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  DoAvner,  had 
ANuthdraAvn  his  amendment  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  If  it  is  the  Avish  of  the 
Committee  to  deal  Avith  the  subject  by  an 
independent  resolution,  I  shall  be  Axry 
happy  ;  but  if  it  is  desired  to  deal  A\dth  it 
now  in  the  form  of  an  amendment,  I  am 
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prepared  to  go  on.  AVe  need  not  decide 
the  matter  to-night.  We  can  discuss  it 
now,  and  decide  later  on. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  would  remind 
lion,  membei's  that  we  are  now  in  the 
third  week  of  our  sitting,  and  we  have 
had  ample  time  to  consider  the  issues.  The 
whole  issue  before  us  now  is  whether  we 
shall  or  shall  not  have  federation. 

Air.  AIunro  :  That  is  quite  true  1 

Dr.  COCKBURN :  Unless  something 
in  tlio  form  of  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Downer,  is 
agreed  to,  there  will  be  no  federation. 

Air.  AIunro  :  And  if  it  is  carried  there 
will  be  no  federation  ! 

Dr,  COCKBURN  :  The  whole  principle 
of  federation  is  to  recognise  the  co-ordinate 
power  of  the  population  and  of  the  states. 
There  can  be  no  federation  if  you  give  all 
the  powers  to  the  popular  as.sembly. 

Sir  Hekry  Parkes  :  If  the  amendment 
is  carried  there  will  only  be  federation  be¬ 
tween  South  Australia  and  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia  I 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  And  if  it  is  not 
carried  there  will  be  no  federation  at  all. 

Air.  AIuxro  :  Yes,  there  will  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  It  is  not  the  spirit 
of  federation  to  say  that  the  only  thing  is 
fe<leration  of  tlie  people. 

Sir  Hexry  Parkes  :  If  the  amendment 
is  not  carried  there  will  be  federation  be¬ 
tween  New  South  Wales,  A^ictoria,  Queens¬ 
land,  and  Tasmania. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  That  is  very  ques¬ 
tionable.  It  would  have  been  well  if  w’e 
had  discussed  a  fortnight  ago  whether  we 
should  have  federation  or  unification.  It 
is  no  use  giving  representation  to  the 
states  house  if  you  emasculate  that  house 
by  placing  all  power  in  the  other  house. 
That  is  not  federation;  and  those  wdio 
argue  tliat  that  is  what  should  be  done  are 
not  arguing  in  favour  of  federation,  but 
ill  favour  of  unification.  But  we  have 
been  sent  here  to  discuss  the  question  of 
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federation — not  the  question  of  unifica¬ 
tion  ;  and  unless  the  amendment  of  tlie 
lion,  member,  Sir  John  Downer,  or  some¬ 
thing  to  the  same  effect,  giving  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  states,  or  call  it  by  what  name 
you  will,  some  sort  of  power  of  veto  in 
detail,  as  well  as  in  the  whole,  is  carried, 
you  place  the  whole  power  of  the  piii^se 
ill  the  house  which  represents  population, 
and  you  can  have  no  federation  whatever. 
If  you  give  to  that  house  which,  irrespec¬ 
tive  of  the  boundaries  of  the  states,  repre¬ 
sents  only  the  people,  you  e.stablisli  unifi¬ 
cation,  and  not  federation.  This  question 
lias  been  thrashed  out  in  general  debate, 
and  why  postpone  it  longer?  If  we  have 
come  here  to  di.scuss  not  federation,  but 
unification,  then  the  verdict  of  this  as.seni- 
bly  will  be  a  negative  one,  though  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  so  given.  I  think  we  have 
come  here  prepared  to  draw  up  a  scheme 
of  federation,  in  which  the  essential  point 
is  that  the  house  which  represents  the 
states  shall  have  some  real  power — not  a 
mockery  of  power—and  that  the  wliole 
purse,  which  is  government,  shall  not  be 
taken  from  it.  I  do  not  tliink  we  should 
any  longer  refuse  to  deal  with  the  question. 
Do  not  let  us  he  afraid  of  the  issue,  which  is : 
Are  we  going  for  federation  or  unification  ? 
If  we  are  to  have  unification  the  sooner  we 
get  back  to  our  homes  the  better. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Fir.st  of  all,  I  would 
say  to  the  lion,  member,  Dr.  Ccckburn, 
that  our  mission  is  to  frame  an  adequate 
scheme  for  federation. 

Dr.  CocKBURX  :  Not  for  unification  ! 

Air.  AIunro  :  Just  to  all  the  colonies  ! 

Air.  DEAKIN  :  The  hon.  member,  I 
take  it,  was  not  entitled  to  interpret  that 
phrase  in  the  strict  and  narrow  manner 
w^hich  he  has  attempted.  Speaking  for 
myself,  what  I,  at  all  events,  took  as  the 
meaning  of  the  mandate,  was  that  while 
the  Australasian  colonies  rcco^cnised  that 
tliey  had  not  yet  reached — and  probably 
never  will  reach — a  condition  in  wliich 
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tliey  desired  absolute  aiiialgaination,  they 
liad  readied  a  condition  in  which  they  de¬ 
sired  a  closer  union  than  has  hitherto  ob¬ 
tained.  The  hon.  member,  admitting  so 
much,  contends  that  this  closer  union  was 
never  on  any  subject,  at  any  time,  or  in 
any  manner,  to  sink  what  jnay  be  tenned 
the  individuality  of  the  states;  whereas 
the  contention  I  would  maintain  would  bo, 
that  wliile  the  colonies  declared  most  dis¬ 
tinctly  and  with  an  emphatic  voice,  which 
has  found  its  echo  in  the  first  resolution 
moved  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  that  they  would  not  part  with 
their  powers  of  local  self-government  on 
all  matters  with  which  local  self-govern¬ 
ment  was  competent  to  deal.  But  they 
were  prepared  to  part  with  their  iK)wers 
in  relation  to  certain  subjects  on  which 
they  believed  that  the  interests  of  each 
were  the  interests  of  all,  and  that  the  in¬ 
terests  of  all  were  the  interests  of  each. 
They  believed  that  on  certain  special  sub¬ 
jects  there  were  no  longer  two  interests — 
that  there  were  no  longer  state  interests, 
but  only  national  interests.  They  believed 
that  on  those  special  subjects  it  would  be 
l)Ossible  to  safeguard  all  state  interests, 
and  to  commit  to  a  new  parliament,  to  be 
entitled  the  federal  parliament,  the  power 
of  dealing  Avith  particular  subjects  within 
certain  lines,  as  the  people  were  in  reality 
on  those  subjects  one  people  Avith  one 
destiny  and  one  interast.  The  argument 
Avliich  I  have  endeavoured  to  maintain 
from  tlie  beginning  of  this  debate  has  been 
that,  Avhile  there  are  certain  state  rights 
to  be  guarded,  most  of  those  rights,  if  not 
all  of  them,  can  be  guarded  by  the  diA’ision 
of  poAvers  between  the  central  government 
and  the  local  governments.  The  states  will 
retain  full  powers  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  domain  in  which  they  at  present  enjoy 
tiiose  powers,  and  will  retain  tliem  intact 
for  all  time.  But  in  national  issues,  on 
the  subject  of  defence,  as  people  who  desire 
to  have  their  shores  defended,  and  to  see 


their  resources  developed  by  means  of  a 
customs  tariff  and  a  customs  union — on 
these  questions  there  are  no  longer  state 
rights  and  state  interests  to  be  guarded  in 
the  constitution,  but  the  people's  interests 
are  one,  and  they  call  upon  us  to  deal  Avith 
them  as  one.  Do  avc  need  to  repeat  the 
commonplaces  of  every  federation  speech  at 
every  federation  gathering,  and  every  fes¬ 
tive  gathering,  for  many  years,  whicli  re¬ 
mind  us  that  Ave  are  one  people,  living 
under  similar  forms  of  government,  that 
AV’e  speak  the  same  language,  and  that  we 
hav’e  the  same  general  interests,  bearing 
sway  quite  as  much  in  one  part  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  as  in  another  ?  Are  Ave  to  say  that 
Avhile  Ave  are  here  for  union,  and  to  declare 
for  union,  Ave  shall  never  have  more  union 
than  can  be  obtained  by  the  maintenance 
of  our  separate  state  rights  in  every  particu¬ 
lar  ;  so  that  it  shall  not  be  possible  for  the 
union  to  deal  Avith  any  question,  except  by 
means  of  the  states,  and  through  the  states 
of  which  that  union  is  composed  ?  By  the 
resolutions  that  is  not  intended.  Is  it 
to  be  contended  that  union  upon  these 
]>articular  subjects,  within  this  narrow 
field,  as  it  may  l^e  termed  Avhen  compared 
w  ith  the  broad  field  of  general  legislation, 
is  not  to  be  consummated,  and  that  we  are 
here  to  draAA’^  up  proposals  for  a  constitu¬ 
tion  Avhich  shall  not  only  retain  the  state 
rights,  but  retain  them  in  an  absolute 
supremacy  ?  We  may  feel  perfectly  certain 
from  the  outset  tliat  such  preserAation  of 
conflicting  authorities  cannot  Avork  satis¬ 
factorily  to  the  people  of  the  country. 
Are  we  now,  in  the  A’ery  inception  of  our 
undertaking,  to  endeavour  to  create  on  the 
one  side  an  irresistible  force,  and  on  the 
other  side  an  immovable  object  1  Are  Ave 
to  place  within  the  popular  house,  Avith  all 
the  authority  which  attaches  to  those  avIio 
directly  represent  tlie  people,  responsible 
ministers,  Avho  are  to  hold  their  seats  only 
so  long  as  they  can  justify  their  actions  to 
that  chamber  ? 
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]Mr.  Play  FORD  :  The  lion,  member,  Sir 
John  Downer,  does  not  propose  that ! 

Mr.  Baker  :  You  are  assuming  that  we 
are  going  to  have  responsible  government  . 

Mr.  DE  AKIN  :  The  request  of  the  lion, 
member,  Mr.  Munro,  that  these  questions 
should  be  settled  first,  so  that  we  might 
approach  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Wrixon — knowing  exactly  what  the 
senate  was  to  be,  and  what  the  form  of 
government  was  to  be — was  refused  ;  and 
although  I  admit  that  it  is  not  settled 
yet,  I  am  prepared  to  argue  as  if  these 
contingencies  were  admitted,  because  they 
are  at  least  most  probable.  The  I'esolutions 
of  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Henry  Parkes, 
propose  to  adopt  responsible  government ; 
and  it  is  natural  to  assume,  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  argument,  that  they  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted  until  they  have  been  rejected.  There¬ 
fore,  if  w^e  are  to  create  a  house,  'with  all 
the  traditions,  so  far  as  responsible  govern¬ 
ment  and  its  authority  is  concerned,  of 
the  representative  chambers  which  exist  in 
these  colonies  and  the  mother  countr}’,  and 
are  then  to  introduce  on  the  other  side, 
clothed  with  equal  power,  a  body  entirely 
foreign  to  the  British  Constitution,  and  to 
w  hich  there  is  no  sufficient  parallel  in  the 
Australian  colonies,  we  shall  be  creating 
at  the  outset  certain  conflict  and  inevitable 
deadlock. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Why  ? 

Mr.  DEAR  IN  :  I  will  tell  the  hon. 
gentleman  why.  The  popular  chamber 
receives,  or  believes  it  receives,  a  man¬ 
date  from  the  electors  to  carry  a  certain 
measure,  which  we  wdll  suppose  affects 
finance ;  or  it  may  be  an  ordinary  mea¬ 
sure,  but  w'e  w'ill  take  it  to  be  a  finan¬ 
cial  measure.  It  is  carried  in  that  chamber 
by  a  large  majority  ;  it  is  sent  to  the  upper 
chamber,  wdiich,  we  wdll  take  it,  for  the 
pui-pose  of  argument,  does  not  represent 
the  peojde  directly,  how'ever  much  it  may 
represent  them  indirectly.  The  second 
chamber  rejects  the  measure.  The  popular 
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chamber,  through  its  government,  passes 
the  measure  for  the  second  time,  and  the 
upper  house  rejects  it  a  second  time.  The 
government  advises  his  Excellency  to  dis¬ 
solve  the  popular  chamber,  in  order  that 
tliey  may  appeal  to  their  constituents. 
They  appeal  to  their  constituents;  they 
come  back  w  ith  a  ronew’ed  mandate,  given 
perhaps  wdth  stronger  voice  than  before, 
directing  them  to  pass  the  measure.  They 
cannot  pass  it.  They  can  never  pass  it, 
because  the  senate  may  ahvays  stand  in 
the  w’ay. 

Mr.  McMillax  :  IIow^  could  that  affect 
a  money  bill  '? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  Or  any  other 
bill! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  They  come  back  with 
a  stronger  mandate  than  ever  from  the 
country  to  carry  the  proposal  into  law, 
and  the  second  house  rejects  it  again  and 
again. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  :  But  would  they  do  that? 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Well,  if  you  will  make 
a  provision  to  the  effect  that  they  shall 
not  be  able  to  do  it,  if  hon.  members  will 
propose  a  means  by  which  w^e  shall  see  an 
issue  to  the  conflict,  w^e  shall  be  proceed¬ 
ing  on  proper  lines,  and  we  shall  have 
something  to  assist  us.  But  as  the  resolu¬ 
tion  at  present  stands  we  are  to  create  a 
second  chamber  which  may  defy,  for  all 
time,  the  will  of  the  people  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Nobody  wants  that  1 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  I  hope  nobody  does 
want  it. 

Mr.  Barton  :  Cannot  you  make  your 
check  apply  to  all  bills  as  well  as  money 
bills  ? 

An  Hon.  Member  :  A  body  without  any 
power  1 

Air.  DEAKIN  :  Hon.  members  are 
surely  guilty  of  a  fault  which  they  would 
be  only  too  ready  to  attribute  to  myself, 
when  I  say  that  this  interjection  is  remark¬ 
ably  extreme.  To  say  that  the  chamber 
wdiich  you  are  perfectly  willing  to  endow 
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witli  the  power  of  rejecting  a  measure,  or, 
if  it  be  anytliing  but  a  monetary  measure, 
of  anieiuling  it  at  need,  of  negativing  for 
some  years  tlie  direct  mandate  of  tlie  popu¬ 
lar  chamber,  and  tliat  you  only  require 
tliem  to  cease  to  oppose  tlie  popular  will 
when  that  will  has  been  definitely  and 
deliberately  declared, — if  you  say  that  is 
not  endowing  them  with  powder,  then  I  say 
tliere  is  not  a  representative  chamber  in 
the  world  which  possesses  any  powder.  It 
is  only  in  a  chamber  like  that  of  the  United 
States  Senate  of  America,  which  stands  so 
far  above  the  reach  of  poj^ular  opinion 
expres.sed  through  the  ordinary  channels, 
that  such  a  course  of  conduct  is  possible 
without  a  revolution.  And  wliy  is  it  pos¬ 
sible  ?  It  is  possible,  because  the  executive 
in  that  case  is  separated  from  the  legisla¬ 
ture  ;  because  the  executive  is  independent 
of  the  two  chambers,  andbecause  the  people 
look  to  the  executive  to  carry  out  their 
will  as  far  as  administration  is  concerned. 
But  in  the  constitution  we  are  about  to 
propose  the  executive  will  be  mainly  in  the 
popular  chamber  of  the  legislature,  and 
bound  to  obey  the  directions  of  that  cham¬ 
ber.  Therefore,  you  wdll  have  the  popular 
chamber,  guided  by  its  government,  and 
supported  by  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  entering  into  a  con¬ 
flict  with  that  house  wdiich  you  propose  to 
make  the  guardian  of  state  rights.  I  say 
that  those  who  are  taking  this  course,  be¬ 
lieving  they  are  conserving  state  rights 
and  conserving  the  union,  are,  to  my  mind, 
under  a  most  serious  misapprehension.  I 
can  conceive  nothing  more  antagonistic 
to  the  continuance  and  maintenance  of 
union  than  to  set  the  bulk  of  tlie  pojnila- 
tion,  their  representatives  in  Parliament, 
and  their  responsible  government,  in  per¬ 
petual  conflict  with  an  upper  house  sup¬ 
posed  to  represent  the  states.  I  say  that  the 
equal  representation  which  the  states  de¬ 
mand  must  be  conceded  to  them,  that  the 
power  which  the  states  require  for  their 
2  B 


own  protection  must  also  be  conceded  to 
them.  What  I  contend  is,  that  it  is  not 
necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  the  adequate 
protection  of  all  sUite  rights,  in  order  to 
secure  absolute  justice  to  all  the  smaller 
colonies,  to  endow  the  upper  liouse  with 
the  power  to  amend  money  bills,  or  to  pro¬ 
nounce  an  ab.solute  veto  on  all  bills.  There 
are  numbers  of  gentlemen  ])resent  sufii- 
ciently  experienced  in  constitutional  go¬ 
vernment  to  be  able  to  devise  a  means  by 
which  the  wishes  of  the  senate,  as  repre¬ 
senting  the  states,  should  be  given  all  the 
effect  which  can  possibly  be  given  to  them, 
without  bringing  the  constitution  to  dis¬ 
ruption.  It  is  perfectly  possible  to  endow 
that  chamber  with  the  pow’er  of  revision 
and  review,  to  place  them  in  such  relation 
w  ith  their  constituents  tliat  they  may  be 
in  time  of  conflict  sent  back  to  them,  w  ho- 
ever  they  may  be,  in  order  to  receive  from 
them  a  fresh  and  further  direction.  It 
may  be  possible  to  propose  half  a  dozen 
schemes,  with  none  of  which  I  will  at 
present  delay  the  Committee.  It  ought 
to  be  possible  to  propose  one  which  should 
Ije  acceptable  to  all  reasonable  men,  w  hich 
should  endow  the  senate,  or  states  house, 
w  ith  all  the  powders  wdth  which  a  second 
chamber  can  be  endow^ed,  wdthout  bring¬ 
ing  the  progress  of  legislation  absolutely  to 
a  standstill — that  is  to  say,  without  render¬ 
ing  it,  not  only  possible,  but  probable,  that 
legislation  wuil  be  brought  to  a  standstill. 
My  hon.  co-delegates  from  Victoria  have 
been  accused  of  introducing  into  this  cham¬ 
ber  the  party  conflicts  that  have  been  waged 
in  that  colony  ;  but  w^e  should  have  been 
false  to  our  obligations,  not  only  to  our 
own  colony,  but  also  to  this  Convention,  if 
w^e  had  not  warned  lion,  members  of  the 
rocks  upon  wdiich  we  have  been  nearly  ship¬ 
wrecked.  What  we  say  is  that  to  endow 
an  upper  house  with  tliese  exceptional  privi¬ 
leges  and  powers,  and  to  provide  no  means 
for  a  solution  of  their  difficulties  with  the 
popular  chamber,  is  to  invite  contention 
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and  prolong  deadlocks.  We  say  at  the 
same  time  that  it  should  be  possible  to 
constitute  an  upper  house  so  intimately  in 
relation  with  public  opinion  and  composed 
of  men  so  highly  qualified  tliat  it  should 
exercise  a  very  large  and  Siilutary  power 
indeed  in  controlling  legislation,  and  in 
controlling  even  the  executive  government 
We  say  that  all  this  is  possible,  and  we 
admit  that  all  this  should  be  done  ;  but 
what  we  do  say  is  that  this  bald  proposition 
of  the  lion,  and  learned  member,  Sir  John 
Downer,  commits  us  to  the  other  extreme 
—to  the  absolute  veto,  to  the  equal  control 
of  money  bills,  which  will  lead  to  twofold 
discussion  of  the  estimates  in  the  second 
chamber — which  will  lead  to  the  discussion 
of  the  minutest  points  of  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  executive  government  in  a  cham¬ 
ber  to  which  that  government  is  only  in¬ 
directly  responsible.  If  you  are  about  to 
make  this  change  you  should  go  further. 
You  should  either  not  make  this  change, 
which  is  out  of  harmony  with  our  existing 
institutions,  and  cannot  be  brought  into 
harmony  with  a  constitution  in  which  there 
is  responsible  government  rooted  in  a  popu¬ 
lar  chamber ;  but  if  you  do  take  this  step, 
you  should  at  once,  and  boldly,  adopt  bodily 
those  foreign  constitutions  to  w^hich  you 
have  gone  for  precedents.  If  you  want  the 
Swiss  Constitution,  take  the  Swiss  Consti¬ 
tution  j  if  you  want  the  American  Consti¬ 
tution,  take  the  American  Constitution  ; 
but  do  not  attempt  to  mix  them  with  the 
British  Constitution. 

Mr.  Baker  :  Why  cannot  we  have  an 
Australian  constitution  1 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  have  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  having  an  Australian  constitu¬ 
tion  ;  but  an  Australian  constitution  that 
was  begun  by  setting  aside  the  political 
experience  of  the  civilised  world  would 
have  a  poor  chance  of  doing  any  good.  Any 
constitution  that  is  built  up  must  be  built 
on  the  experience  gained  of  other  constitu¬ 
tions  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
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Mr.  Barton  :  To  wliat  experience  of 
federal  constitutions  is  the  hon.  member 
appealing  1 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  am  appealing  in  the 
first  instance  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
radical  distinctions  between  the  American 
Constitution  and  those  of  these  colonies. 
The  radical  differences  are,  that  in  America 
the  executive  is  separated  from  the  legis¬ 
lature.;  that  the  tw^o  chambers  and  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  work  all  three  independently  ;  that, 
although  the  whole  three  are  often,  if  not 
at  war,  entirely  at  issue,  there  is  provision 
for  carrying  on  the  government  notwith¬ 
standing.  There  is  no  sucli  provision  in  the 
constitution  which  is  sketched  here.  Here 
your  responsible  government  is  to  be  made 
responsible  to  the  representative  chamber. 

Mr.  Baker  :  We  have  not  agreed  to  re¬ 
sponsible  government  yet ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  It  is  in  this  sketch ; 
and  if  hon.  members  depart  from  the  sketch 
let  them  do  so  on  rational  grounds.  If 
they  are  about  to  take  a  new  constitution, 
let  them  take  one  of  which  we  have  some 
experience,  and  not  a  hybrid — something 
from  the  Swiss,  something  from  the 
British,  and  something  from  our  own. 
They  are  taking  irreconcilable  elements 
that  cannot  be  made  to  work  in  harmony. 
If  hon.  members  desire  to  adopt  the  Swiss 
Constitution,  let  them  adopt  it.  There 
they  have  no  dissolution  of  the  popular 
chamber,  the  government  Ls  elected  from 
the  two  chambers,  and  the  system  forms 
a  consistent  whole.  It  may  be  worthy  the 
consideration  of  the  Convention  whether 
we  should  or  should  not  adopt  that  con¬ 
sistent  whole.  It  may  be  Avorthy  of  con¬ 
sideration  whether  we  should  not  adopt  the 
American  Constitution  with  perhaps  a 
little  amendment.  But  what  I  wish  to 
say,  in  answer  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
member,  Mr.  Barton,  is  that  to  introduce 
the  American  Senate  into  the  British  Con¬ 
stitution  is  to  destroy  both. 

Mr.  Baker  :  It  is  not  proposed  ! 
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Mr.  DEAKIN  :  There  would  be  an  in¬ 
evitable  conflict.  Either  the  responsible 
government  and  the  popular  chamber  must 
rule,  as  in  most  English-speaking  coun¬ 
tries,  or  the  senate  of  state  nominees  must 
rule,  as  the  senate,  in  most  respects,  prac¬ 
tically  rules  in  tlie  American  republic. 
We  should  beware  of  combining  irrecon- 
<jilable  elements,  and  should  not  seek  to 
import  into  this  British  Constitution  a  por¬ 
tion  of  another  constitution,  and  expect 
it  to  work  smoothly.  Our  experience 
teaches  us  that  the  dangers  which  we 
have  run  in  the  past  liave  arisen  entirely 
from  the  fact  that  we  have  created  upper 
bouses  that  claimed  more  authority  than 
was  their  due,  and  have  endeavoured  to 
-exercise  it.  The  propositions  which  my 
bon.  colleague  has  submitted  are  not  pro¬ 
positions  which  any  hon.  member  can 
honestly  say  take  away  too  much  from  the 
senate  of  this  country. 

Hon.  Members  :  Oh,  oh  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  They  propose  that  the 
senate  shall  have  equal  power  with  the 
house  of  representatives  in  respect  of  all 
bills,  except  money  bills,  so  that  in  every 
other  matter  that  comes  before  the  senate 
it  stands  as  well  equipped  for  dealing  with 
legislation  as  does  the  popular  chamber. 
There  should  be  a  tribunal  to  which  it 
would  not  be  too  difficult  to  appeal  in  case 
of  differences  between  the  two  houses  on 
those  measures ;  but,  allowing  that  to  pass, 
my  hon.  colleague  excepts  from  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  senate  money  bills,  bills  deal¬ 
ing  with  customs  and  excise,  and  the 
annual  appropriation  bill.  He  does  not 
say  these  may  not  be  rejected,  but  he 
says  that  they  must  not  be  amended  ;  he 
believes  that  the  second  chamber  should 
only  exercise  its  power  with  regard  to 
money  bills  in  such  extreme  cases  as  those 
in  which  it  wull  be  prepared  to  reject  the 
whole  proposal  put  before  it,  but  should  not 
meddle  with  the  financial  affairs  of  the 


country  by  entering  into  the  details  of 
those  proposals.  The  2nd  resolution  says: 

The  act  of  union  shall  provide  that  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  to  include  in  the  annual  appropri¬ 
ation  bill  any  matter  or  thing  other  than  the 
votes  of  supply  for  the  ordinaiy  service  of  the 
year. 

What  this  means  is  that  every  money  bill 
which  may  be  a  bill  involving  a  question 
of  policy  shall  come  to  the  second  chamber 
independently,  and  the  second  chamber 
shall,  if  it  please,  be  entitled  to  reject 
that  measure,  to  challenge  the  opinion  of 
the  country  upon  it,  and  to  say  that  until 
the  opinion  of  the  country  is  pronounced, 
that  measure  shall  not  pass  into  law.  Are 
not  these  large  and  sufficient  powers  ? 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  No  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  If  not,  show  us  how 
%ve  may  broaden  them  without  taking  the 
perilous  leap  to  the  other  side  of  the 
stream,  proposed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
member.  Sir  John  Downer.  Surely  there 
is  some  via  media  between  the  gift  of 
these  excessive  powers  and  that  of  powers 
which  should  be  sufficient,  without  making 
the  senate  equal  with  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  by  clothing  it  wdth  the  same 
authority,  although  it  has  not  the  same 
mode  of  election,  nor  the  same  constitu¬ 
ents  at  its  back.  Surely  there  is  some  via 
'media  to  be  found.  Because  we  think  the 
upper  houses  in  our  own  states  do  not 
possess  sufficient  powers — that  the  new 
senate  should  possess  more  powers  than 
the  upper  houses  of  our  present  states 
possess — and  because  w  e  believe  that  state 
rights  ought  to  be  protected  :  surely  we 
will  not  go  to  the  other  extreme,  and  say 
that  the  senates  are  to  be  all  in  all,  and 
the  majority  of  the  population,  no  matter 
how  great,  is  to  be  capable  of  being  ignored 
on  all  questions  of  policy  and  the  smallest 
detail  on  the  annual  estimates  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Baker  :  No  one  proposes  such  an 
absurdity  1 

Mr.  DEAKIN:  It  could  be  done. 
What  we  ask  the  hon.  member,  w  ho  says 
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that  it  is  an  absurdity,  is  to  join  with  us 
in  drawing  a  constitution  that  shall  pre¬ 
vent  that  absurdity.  lie  cannot  deny  that 
the  aniendinent  proposed  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  Sir  John  Downer,  admits 
of  the  possibility — I  s^ly  it  admits  of  tlie 
probability,  if  not  the  certainty — of  tliat 
absurdity.  I  believe  we  are  all  at  one  in 
the  object  we  seek  to  gain,  which  is  the 
efficient  protection  of  state  rights,  and 
surely  they  can  be  efficiently  protected 
without  allowing  the  senate  to  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  every  £10  which  it 
may  be  proposed  to  spend  on  a  post-office 
or  every  £5  increase  of  salary  proposed  to 
be  given  to  a  civil  servant.  Surely  there 
are  a  number  of  questions  which  can  be 
dealt  with  by  the  popular  chamber  without 
trenching  on  state  rights.  Will  the  hon. 
members  who  consider  that  these  proposals 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  member,  !Mr. 
AVrixon,  do  not  give  sufficient  power  to 
the  second  chamber  join  us  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  frame  a  constitution  which  shall 
give  them  sufficient,  but  not  absolute 
power — which  shall  say,  as  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  John  Bray,  said  in  his  most  care¬ 
fully  reasoned-out  speech,  that,  In  the 
last  resort,  and  after  the  fullest  considera¬ 
tion  and  delay,  the  will  of  the  majority 
must  rnle"'1  Will  they  admit  that  cardinal 
principle '? 

Mr.  Baker  :  We  have  always  admitted 
that ! 

Mr.  DBAKIN  :  W  ell,  if  hon.  members 
admit  it,  will  they  take  care  to  provide 
for  it,  because  it  is  indisputable  on  the  face 
of  it  that  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  John  Downer,  allows  the  minority 
to  rule  in  everything,  if  they  please.  We 
all  know  thatjninorities,  as  well  as  majori¬ 
ties,  will  be  composed  of  reasonable  men, 
and  that  what  I  suggest  is  not  likely  to 
take  place  frequently  ;  but  it  is  not  our 
province,  as  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gordon, 
said,  to  rely  too  much  on  good-feeling 
without  other  guarantees.  AV^e  must  draw 
[d/r.  Deakm, 


a  constitution  that  is  fair  upon  the  face  of 
it,  and  to  be  fair  on  tlie  face  of  it  it  must 
provide  against  any  abuse  of  authority  by 
a  minority.  If  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John 
Downer,  will  join  us  in  providing  against 
the  abuse  of  power  by  a  minority  I  believe 
he  will  find  every  member  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  with  him.  Let  him  give  the  states  all 
just  power,  but  let  him  for  once  protect 
the  nation.  Let  us  not  frame  a  scheme 
of  government  expressly  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  rule  of  the  minority,  instead  of 
that  of  the  majority.  If  we  are  all  agreed 
on  that  principle  we  can  soon  arrive  at 
an  agreement ;  but  in  its  present  form  it 
is  certain  that  Sir  John  Downer’s  proposal 
goes  too  far.  Let  us  see  if  we  cannot  find 
a  means  of  protecting  state  rights,  and  the 
rights  of  the  majoritiy  of  the  nation  at  the 
same  time. 

Air.  AIcAIILLAN  :  I  think  most  hon. 
members  will  agree  with  me  that  the 
atmosphere  wffiich  has  predominated  here 
since  the  beginning  of  our  business  has 
been  an  atmosphere  of  compromise — com¬ 
promise,  as  long  as  we  do  not  give  up  any 
vital  principle.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
ought,  instead  of  getting  into  the  absolute 
corner  indicated  by  some  members  at  the 
present  time,  to  try  and  go,  step  by  step, 
and  see  whether  there  is  a  possibility 
of  agreeing,  and  whether,  even  if  with 
our  apparent  disagreements  upon  prin¬ 
ciple,  there  may  not  be  some  machinery 
that  can  be  adopted,  say,  in  a  select  com¬ 
mittee,  W'hich  may  practically  bring  about 
what  members  on  both  sides  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  require.  I  find  a  little  ambiguity  in 
the  amendments  of  the  hon.  member.  Air. 
AV'rixon.  I  should  be  willing  to  allow  the 
fii*st  amendment  to  go  to  a  select  commit¬ 
tee  with  one  alteration.  It  reads  : 

The  senate  shall  have  equal  power  with  the 
house  of  representatives  in  respect  to  all  bills, 
except  money  hills,  bills  dealing  with  duties  of 
customs  and  excise,  and  the  annual  appropria¬ 
tion  bill,  and  these  it  shall  be  entitled  to  reject 
but  not  to  amend. 
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I  should  he  'willing  to  leave  out  money 
bills,  and  make  it  read  thus : 

The  senate  shall  have  equal  power  with  the 
house  of  representatives  in  respect  to  all  bills 
except  bills  dealing  with  duties  of  customs  and 
excise. 

Mr.  Dear  IN  :  Leaving  out  the  annual 
appropriation  bill  ? 

Mr.  McMillan  :  It  depends  upon 
what  the  appropriation  bill  is.  To  show 
my  meaning  I  will  read  the  next  section  : 

The  act  of  union  shall  provide  that  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  to  include  in  tlie  annual  appropri¬ 
ation  bill  any  matter  or  thing  other  than  the 
votes  of  supply  for  the  ordinary  seiwice  of  the 
year. 

But  that  does  not  do  away  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  what  money  bills  are.  Further¬ 
more,  in  your  annual  appropriation  bill,  be¬ 
sides  dealing  with  the  amount  of  revenue  at 
your  command — supposing  certain  changes 
took  place  in  the  constitution — you  miglit 
deal  with  a  larger  amount  than  you  had  at 
your  command,  thus  leading  up  to  a  further 
policy,  which  might  be  a  fair  ground  for  de¬ 
bate  in  the  upper  house.  I  do  not  think  that 
lion,  members  who  represent  the  smaller 
states  would  for  a  moment  attempt  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  ordinary  appropriation  bill 
of  the  year — that  is  the  bill  covering  the 
salaries  of  clerks,  and  other  necessaries  for 
carrying  on  the  government  of  the  country. 
But  I  say,  in  spite  of  the  opinion  of  my 
hon.  friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
of  New  South  Wales,  from  whom  I  am 
sorry  to  differ,  that  w’hen  Ave  give  to  the 
people’s  house — first,  the  power  of  origin¬ 
ating,  which  is  a  gi'eat  power  in  itself ; 
and  secondly,  the  power  of  dealing  wdth 
the  ordinary  finances  of  the  year,  we  put 
them  in  a  very  superior  position,  and  it 
.seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  very  cum- 
bensome  piece  of  machinery  if,  whilst  the 
upper  house  had  the  right  to  reject  certain 
bills,  it  could  not  by  any  possibility  sug¬ 
gest  an  alteration  in  a  bill.  Suppose  a 
system  of  taxation  w'ere  introduced  which 


•would  affect  all  the  states  connected  with 
the  federation  ;  suppose  any  large  question 
were  introduced  which  involved  money  mat¬ 
ters,  surely  it  might  be  fair  on  the  part  of 
the  senate  to  say,  At  any  rate,  your  taxa¬ 
tion  shall  be  less,”  even  if  it  should  not 
say  that  it  should  be  more,  without  going 
through  the  indignity  of  having  to  veto  a 
bill  altogether,  or  having  it  thrown  aside 
in  the  lower  house  and  then  sent  back, 
causing  a  certain  amount  of  irritation. 
Surely  there  ought  to  be  some  mode  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  this  class  of  money  bills  outside 
the  ordinary  approj^riation  bill.  I  am 
anxious  that  the  discussion  now  should  re¬ 
fer  only  to  the  ordinary  appropriations  for 
the  year,  leaving  it  to  the  finance  commit¬ 
tee  to  thrash  out  the  question  whether  some 
machinery  could  not  be  employed  to  do 
away  with  the  friction  between  the  two 
houses.  As  far  as  the  argument  of  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  is  concerned, 
that  applies  to  every  bill,  and  the  only 
way  of  ending  disputes  of  that  kind  is  by 
the  exercise  of  common-sense  on  the  part 
of  individuals.  I  do  most  earnestly  press 
upon  the  hon.  gentlemen  from  Victoria, 
and  also  upon  my  colleague,  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  the  necessity  of  not  drawing  too 
strict  an  analogy  between  the  position  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  contra-distinc¬ 
tion  to  the  king  and  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
its  historical  episodes,  and  the  position  of 
a  house  of  representatives  or  an  assembly 
in  contra-distinction  to  a  state  senate  with 
the  bicameral  pnnciple  in  a  chamber  not 
made  up  of  nonentities  or  accidents,  but 
a  chamber  indirectly  responsible  to  the 
people. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  do  not  know*  whether 
there  is  intended  to  be  any  compromise 
on  the  present  occasion.  If  there  is  w*e 
had  better  understand  it,  and  know  where 
we  are.  I  feel  that  if  there  is  to  be  no  com¬ 
promise  there  must  be  a  dissolution.  There 
must  be  an  absolute  break  up  if  there  is 
no  compromise.  We  received  no  mandate 
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from  our  Parliamenb  to  come  liere  with 
the  view  of  enabling  the  minority  of  the 
people  of  the  colonies  to  ride  rough-shod 
over  two* thirds  of  the  population.  It  is 
necessary  to  go  into  figures.  The  colonies 
of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria  contain 
2,250,000  of  population.  Leaving  out 
New  Zealand,  which  has  about  600,000, 
the  other  colonies  combined  have  about 
900,000.  And  the  proposal  is  that  Victoria 
and  New  South  Wales  shall  have  two  votes 
in  regard  to  the  finances,  and  that  the  other 
colonies  shall  have  four  votes^ — so  that  in 
dealing  with  finances,  900,000  people  shall 
have  twice  the  voting  power  of  2,250,000 
people. 

An  Hon.  Member:  You  are  forgetting 
the  assembly  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  If  the  senate  has  this 
power  to  prevent  a  bill  from  becoming  law, 
it  is  the  master  of  the  situation.  It  does 
not  matter  what  power  the  assembly  has, 
if  it  has  not  the  power  to  carry  its  will 
into  law*.  I  am  sure  that  w'e  are  acting 
very  liberally  towards  the  smaller  colonies 
w’hen  we  say  that  in  the  senate  with 
regard  to  ordinary  legislation,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  w  hich  gi-eat  injury  can  be  done 
to  the  people,  the  colony  of  New  South 
Wales,  with  its  population  of  1,120,000, 
shall  be  on  an  equal  footing  with  Western 
Australia,  with  its  population  of  45,000. 
It  is  an  enormous  concession.  But  at  the 
same  time,  you  say  these  45,000  persons 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  join  with  the  150,000 
persons  in  Tasmania,  and  have  double  the 
voting  power  of  New  South  Wales  on  the 
question  of  taxing  the  whole  people  of 
these  colonies.  Such  a  monstrous  propo¬ 
sition  as  that  was  never  before  submitted 
to  a  free  people.  The  proposition  at  the 
present  time  is  that  Tasmania  and  Western 
Australia,  with  less  than  200,000  people, 
shall  have  double  the  voting  power  of 
New  South  AVales,  with  its  population  of 
1,120,000  persons. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  No! 

[J/r.  Munro, 


Mr.  MUNRO  :  That  is  the  proposition. 

Sir  Henry  Pahkes  :  Hear,  hearl 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  And  if  you  call  it  just 
or  equihible,  I  call  it  by  another  name. 

l\fr.  IMcMillan  :  The  hon.  member  for¬ 
gets  the  strength  of  the  lower  liouse! 

Mr.  INIUNRO  :  It  does  not  matter  what 
the  strength  of  the  lower  house  is  if  the 
upper  house  has  power  to  veto  it. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  They  have  power  to 
veto  it  now  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  did  not  interrupt  the 
hon.  member  in  his  sjieech,  and  I  think 
we  should  get  on  better  if  there  were  not 
so  many  interruptions. 

Mr.  McjMillan  :  I  apologise. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  We  will  take  this  state 
of  afiairs  :  supposing  a  proposal  is  made 
by  the  ministry  of  the  day,  supported  by 
the  lower  house,  containing  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  all  the  colonies,  to  raise 
<£8,000,000  by  taxation  through  the  cus¬ 
toms,  and  a  minonty  of  the  people  equal 
to  900,000  says,  “  No ;  we  shall  not  allow 
you  to  tax  in  that  direction.”  Well,  you 
are  compelled  to  get  the  money,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  you  must  tax  in  another  direction. 
What  is  that  but  giving  them  power  to  tax 
the  people  1  I  do  not  care  in  what  form  you 
put  it,  so  long  as  you  allow  them  to  amend 
in  detail  you  put  into  their  hands  power 
to  say  what  the  taxation  of  the  people  shall 
be ;  and  the  result  will  be,  as  I  said  be¬ 
fore,  that  the  minority  of  the  people  will 
have  power  to  tax  the  majority.  I,  for  one, 
have  received  no  such  authority  from  the 
parliament  of  which  I  am  a  member.  I 
have  received  no  authority  to  come  here 
and  agree  that  the  people  of  the  larger 
colonies  shall  be  taxed  by  the  votes  of  the 
smaller  colonies,  who  will  pay  about  only 
a  third  of  the  amount. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  Not  necessarily.  Sup¬ 
pose  the  tax  is  on  land  ;  you  have  no 
land  to  tax  in  Victoria,  whereas  we  have 
3,000,000  acres  ! 
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Mr.  MXJNRO :  Tlie  lion,  member  need 
not  tr}^  to  draw  a  red  herring  across  the 
path.  The  lion,  member  knows  that  we 
have  already  passed  a  resolution  which 
prevents  the  federal  government  from 
touching  the  land. 

IIoN.  Mkaibkus  :  No  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  But  we  have. 

Hon.  Members:  Where? 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Have  you  among  these 
proposals  any  proposal  that  authorises  the 
federal  government  to  tax  the  lands  of  the 
colonies  ?  I  say  if  you  propose  any  scheme 
of  that  sort  I,  for  one,  will  oppose  it,  be¬ 
cause  I  do  not  believe  that  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment  ought  to  have  the  right  to  tax 
the  land. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald:  They  will  have  full 
power  of  taxation  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  They  wdll  not.  If  the 
hon.  member  has  read  the  Constitution  of 
Canada  he  knows  that  the  Dominion 
Senate  has  no  such  power.  The  constitu¬ 
tion  prevents  them  from  having  any  such 
power,  and  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
give  that  power.  I  think  we  ought, 
and  I,  for  one,  Avant  to  limit  the  power 
of  the  federal  parliament  to  a  certain 
class  of  taxation,  and  not  to  allow  them 
to  intrude  upon  the  various  colonies  and 
take  away  their  means  of  taxation.  I  do 
notthinkthat  is  intended;  I  do  not  think  it 
ought  to  be  done.  I  am  as  anxious  as  any 
hon.  member  to  preserve  state  rights.  I 
want  federation  only  for  purposes  which 
we  cannot  carry  on  as  well  separately  as 
we  can  combined.  Although  I  came  to 
New  South  Wales  most  enthusiastically  in 
favour  of  federation,  I  am  not  going  to 
sacrifice  the  interests  of  the  community 
even  for  federation,  and  if  this  Conven¬ 
tion  is  not  prepared  to  act  fairly  and  justly 
to  the  whole  community  then  we  had 
better  remain  as  ^ye  are. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  Much  better  ! 


Mr.  MUNRO  :  Because  if  w^e  are  to 
form  a  constitution  which,  when  it  is  ex¬ 
amined  into  by  the  people  of  the  various 
colonies,  will  not  be  accepted,  w^e  may  as 
well  say  now  we  cannot  accept  it.  We  may 
as  well  at  this  stage  say,  Oh,  you  are 
going  to  form  a  constitution  which  will  be 
unjust  to  the  majority  of  the  people  ;  we 
may  as  well  stop  atonce  and  go  no  further.” 
We  have  here  an  example  of  what  will  hap¬ 
pen  under  the  new  constitution  ;  we  have 
here  the  representatives  of  the  minor  colo¬ 
nies  joined  together,  with  one  or  two  ex¬ 
ceptions,  against  the  representatives  of  the 
larger  colonies  — 

Hon.  Members  :  No  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  That  is  what  is  being 
done. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas:  Look  at  NewSouth 
Wales ! 

Mr.  Burgess  :  Look  at  Victoria  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  Look  at  the  members 
for  your  own  colony  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Yes ;  the  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council.  I  know  what  that 
mean.s.  We  have  experienced  already  the 
state  of  things  which  you  are  asking  us  to 
experience  again.  We  are  here,  as  well 
as  in  Victoria,  the  guardians  of  the  rights 
of  the  people,  and  we  are  prepared  to  stand 
by  them  against  every  senate  or  legislative 
council.  If  you  find  the  members  of  the 
legislative  councils  of  New  South  Wales 
and  Victoria  going  against  the  interests 
of  the  community  that  is  not  our  business. 
It  is  our  duty  to  protect  the  people.  You 
have  here,  I  say,  an  instance  of  what  will 
happen  if  you  give  this  power  to  the 
senate.  You  would  have  the  minor  colo¬ 
nies  joining  together  and  imposing  taxa¬ 
tion  on  the  larger  c'olonies,  for  government 
must  be  carried  on  ;  and  if  the  ministry 
of  the  day  cannot  get  a  penny  in  one  direc¬ 
tion,  and  they  are  forced  to  go  in  another 
direction,  then  the  minority  rules.  That 
is  a  thing  to  which  we  cannot  consent.  I 
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am  quite  as  willing  as  any  man  to  assist 
in  taking  steps  to  pi'otecfc  the  smaller 
colonies,  or  the  less  populous  colonies, 
from  any  injury  being  done  to  them  by 
the  majority  ;  but  at  (he  same  time  I  will 
not  go  in  the  other  direction  and  allow  the 
smaller  colonies  to  ride  rouglisliod  over 
the  larger  colonies.  The  best  thing  we 
can  do  is  not  to  pass  any  resolution  now ; 
but  to  see  how  far  we  are  prepared  to 
meet  each  other.  We  are  quite  prepared 
— and  I  said  so  from  the  commencement — 
if  you  can  show  us  an  instance  of  injustice 
to  the  smaller  colonies,  to  remove  that  in¬ 
justice.  But  when  w  e  come  forward  and 
say  we  are  prepared  to  give  the  same  re¬ 
presentation  in  the  senate  for  45,000  per¬ 
sons  as  for  1,120,000  persons,  surely  you 
cannot  charge  us  with  unfairness.  Surely 
we  are  acting  as  liberally  as  w^e  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  act.  But  w^hen  you  ask  us  to 
allow  the  smaller  colonies  to  join  together 
and  defeat  the  larger  colonies  you  are  going 
too  far.  I  think  you  ought  to  halt  and 
consider  tlie  situation.  If  you  are  pre- 
pai*ed  to  deal  fairly  wdth  us  w’e  are  en¬ 
thusiastically  in  favour  of  federation  ;  but 
w'e  are  not  prepared  to  sacrifice  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  community  for  the  sake  of 
federation. 

Sir  J OHN  BRAY  :  I  think  we  are  all 
extremely  desirous  of  doing  what  is  fair 
to  Victoria  and  New^  South  Wales,  and  if 
the  wish  to  be  dealt  fairly  wdth  is  the  only 
thing  which  stands  in  the  way  of  my  hon. 
friend,  Mr.  Munro,  I  am  quite  sure  that 
we  shall  be  glad  to  meet  him.  But  this  is 
too  important  a  question  to  be  decided  off¬ 
hand  in  this  way.  I  quite  agree  with  the 
s^gg^sition  that  the  amendment  to  strike 
out  the  words  “and  amending’’  having  been 
carried,  the  other  might  fairly  be  left  to  the 
Committee,  who  pvobaVjly  will  be  able  in 
some  way  to  meet  the  difficulty  ;  for  there 
is  not  the  least  doubt  that  it  is  a  difficulty. 
On  the  one  Land,  we  have  those  who 
say  tliat  the  senate  should  have  power  to 
[d/r.  Munro, 


amend  all  bills ;  while  on  the  other  hand 
we  have  those  wlio  jis  strongly  contend  that 
it  slioiild  not  have  that  power.  T  w’ould 
point  out  that  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  simply  defines  in  the  resolution 
the  power  of  the  senate  in  reference  to 
bills  imposing  taxation  and  ajipropriating 
revenue.  But  the  hon.  member,  J\Ir 
Wrixon,  goes  a  good  deal  beyond  that, 
and  includes  all  money  bills,  and  most  of 
us  know  that  a  large  number  of  bills  come 
under  the  category  of  money  bills.  We 
may  depend  upon  it  that  no  form  of  feder¬ 
ation  for  Australia  will  be  permanently 
successful  unless  it  provides  for  the  rights 
of  the  people.  I  quite  agree  with  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Munro,  that  inasmuch  as 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales  contain 
two-thirds  of  the  population  of  Australia, 
the  people  of  those  colonies  will  have  to 
pay  something  like  two-thirds  of  the  taxa¬ 
tion,  and  it  only  stands  to  reason,  as  re¬ 
gards  the  manner  in  ^vhich  they  shall  pay 
it,  and  the  items  on  which  it  shall  be  paid, 
that  their  voice  must  prevail,  and  as  popu¬ 
lation  increases  in  other  parts  of  Australia 
no  doubt  the  division  will  be  more  equal. 
But  I  take  it — speaking  from  my  point  of 
view — that  we  do  not  want  the  senate  to 
determine  the  exact  items  that  shall  be 
subject  to  taxation  ;  we  do  not — at  least, 
I  do  not,  and  I  do  not  think  any  one  seri¬ 
ously  wants — the  senate  to  determine  the 
exact  amount  that  shall  be  paid  to  each 
ofllcer  of  the  federal  government.  But 
we  ask  that  they  shall  have  the  general 
right  to  say  that  no  form  of  taxation,  that 
no  form  of  raising  revenue,  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  any  one  or  more  of  the 
colonies  shall  be  carried.  Although  the 
suggestion  I  made  the  other  day  was  per¬ 
haps  an  imperfect  one,  yet  I  believe  the 
Committee  might  be  able  to  thrash  some¬ 
thing  out  of  it.  I  do  not  move  it  now 
But  I  feel  the  difficulty  of  getting  the 
Convention  to  agree  to  many  of  these  pro¬ 
posals  until  we  have  them  definitely  before 
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us,  and  see  \vhat  efTect  tliey  will  have  in 
connection  with  other  parts  of  the  consti¬ 
tution  that  will  have,  at  tlie  same  time, 
to  be  considered.  My  suggestion  is  in 
these  terms  : 

Provided  tliat  no  matter  shall  be  included  in 
any  money  bill  which  the  senate  shall  by  resolu¬ 
tion  declare  should,  in  tlie  interests  of  tlio 
colonies,  or  any  of  them,  Ikj  dealt  with  in  'a 
separate  measure.  And  in  case  the  senate  sliall 
l^ass  such  a  resolution  with  reference  to  any 
matter  included  in  any  money  bill  such  bill  shall 
be  returned  with  a  message  to  the  other  house 
and  such  bill  shall  thereupon  be  laid  aside. 

That  would  be  with  a  view  to  ensure  the 
bringing  in  of  one  or  more  bills  to  deal 
w'ith  certain  subjects  if  the  senate  thought 
fit.  I  would  ask  bon.  members,  however, 
to  postpone  their  amendments  now,  to 
allow  the  resolution  to  pass  in  its  present 
shape,  giving  to  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  alone  the  power  to  originate  bills  im¬ 
posing  taxation  or  appropriating  revenue. 
I  think  that  after  the  discussion  that  has 
taken  place,  the  Committee  who  will  be 
intrusted  wdth  the  duty  of  framing  reso¬ 
lutions  will  see  that  it  is  necessary  to 
provide  some  middle  course  bet^veen  those 
'who  advocate  the  giving  of -full  powers  to 
the  senate  and  those  who  adv^ocate  the 
giving  to  them  of  restricted  powers.  But 
I  do  say  to  hon.  members  who  have  come 
here  to  discharge  an  undoubtedly  difficult 
task,  that,  although  we  may  ultimately  be 
unable  to  agree  upon  important  details,  we 
ought  not  to  rush  too  rapidly  to  the  point 
when  these  features  meet  us.  Let  us  rather 
see  whether  it  isnot  possible,  without  either 
sidegivingup  the  entire  point  in  dispute,  to 
take  some  middle  course  that  will  protect 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  tlieircolony  or 
colonies. 

Mr.  BAKEK  :  I  feel  as  much  as  does 
any  member  of  the  Convention  the  gravity 
of  the  situation,  and  I  venture  to  suggest 
that  we  might  do  well  to  consider  the 
cour.se  adopted  by  the  Philadelphian  Con¬ 
vention  when  a  similar  set  of  circumstances 


arose.  When  in  that  convention  of  great 
men,  the  members  came  to  antagonism  on, 
I  think,  the  very  point  we  are  are  now 
con.sidering,  and  w^ere  equally  divided,  the 
whole  convention  being  on  the  point  of 
breaking  up,  the  difficulty  was  met  by 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  com¬ 
promise  consisting  of  one  delegate  from 
each  state,  whose  duty  it  was  to  bring  up 
some  scheme  which  would  endeavour  to 
reconcile  the  antagonisms  of  the  two  par¬ 
ties.  Would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  for 
us  to  take  that  step  now  1  Let  one  dele¬ 
gate  from  each  colony  be  appointed  to  a 
committee  to  consider  the  matter,  and  let 
us  see  if  they  are  not  able  to  frame  some 
scheme,  or  to  come  to  some  agreement  or 
a  settlement  of  the  difficulty.  I  merely 
throw  out  this  suggestion.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  wdll  commend  itself  to  the  older 
and  more  experienced  members  of  the  Con¬ 
vention.  I  do  not  move  any  amendment, 
or  make  any  motion  on  the  subject ;  but  I 
hope  that  the  suggestion  I  throw  out  will 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Convention. 
I  would  suggest  that  if  any  such  course 
were  adopted,  it  would  be  w'ell  to  appoint 
the  delegates  by  ballot. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWBAITH :  The 
Premier  of  Victoria  .says  that  he  has  a 
mandate  from  his  constituents,  and  that 
he  cannot  go  beyond  it. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  Ho;  I  said  from  the  Par¬ 
liament  ! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWBAITH:  Well, 
from  the  Parliament.  If  that  mandate  be 
expressed  in  the  speech  the  hon.  member 
delivered  to  day,  I  think  there  is  a  very 
dismal  prospect  so  far  as  the  federation  of 
these  colonies  is  concerned ;  because,  if 
the  hon.  member  lays  down  such  straight 
lines,  if  he  persists  in  saying  that  he  will 
not  stand  such  and  such  a  thing,  and 
others,  perhaps  a  majority  of  the  Conv’en- 
tion,  were  to  take  exactly  the  same  stand, 
a  compromise  would  bo  impossible. 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  offered  a  compromise  ! 
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SirTHO:\r  AS  McTLWRAITII :  A  com¬ 
promise  Las  been  made  since  the  Conven¬ 
tion  met,  because  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  in 
the  propositions  he  put  before  us,  took  the 
whole  power  of  initiating  and  amending 
money  bills  out  of  the  hands  of  the  senate, 
and  put  them  exclusively  in  the  hands  of 
the  house  of  representatives.  The  hon. 
member's  colleague  made  a  most  graceful 
concession,  which  I  thought  would  have 
concluded  the  whole  matter  so  far  as  the 
representatives  from  New  South  Wales 
were  concerned,  when  he  told  us  distinctly 
that  he  believed  in  taking  away  from  the 
senate  power  of  initiating  money  bills,  and 
that  he  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  that 
concession.  I  myself  would  be  j>erfectly  sat¬ 
isfied  with  it.  I  think  it  is  going  about  as 
far  as  we  can  go.  But  what  does  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Munro,  ask  us  to  do  1  W e  had 
be  t  ter  not  f  ur  ther  postpone  the  consideration 
of  this  question.  Let  us  understand  what 
we  mean.  If  it  be  the  fact,  perhaps  it  is 
better  that  we  should  know  it  at  once — 
that  in  the  present  state  of  feeling  through¬ 
out  the  colonies,  as  expressed  by  delegates, 
federation  is  impossible.  Let  us  know 
what  is  meant.  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Munro,  has  strongly  put  his  point  of  view 
as  a  Victorian  delegate — let  me  put  my 
point  of  view  as  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  smaller  colonies.  I  was  invited  to  come 
here  by  the  Premier  of  Victoria.  I  was  not 
invited  as  a  representative  of  a  small  colony 
which  had  only  a  j)opulation  of  400,000. 
I  was  invited  as  one  of  six  delegates  to 
come  here  to  meet  delegates  in  the  same 
number  from  every  colony  in  the  group. 
If  I  had  been  asked  to  come  down  on  any 
other  terms  I  should  not  have  come,  and 
I  think  no  other  colony  would  have  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  invitation — and  why  1  Be¬ 
cause  at  the  present  time  each  colony  has 
entirely  within  itself  the  power  of  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  if  it  is  to  give  up  tliat  power  it 
must  obtain  something  in  exchange  for  it. 
With  regard  to  the  tariff,  Mr.  Munro  coolly 
[*Str  TJiOJnaa  Mcllwraiih. 


proposes  that  we  should  hand  over  the 
whole  consideration  of  tliat  subject  finally 
to  a  majority  of  the  gross  population,  to  a 
chamber  in  w  hich  we  should  be  rejiresented, 
not  as  a  state,  but  in  proportion  to  our 
jiopulation.  So  far  as  this  matter  of  tariff 
is  concerned,  w'e  are  at  the  present  time  in 
this  happy  position  :  that  we  can  ourselves 
makeabiriffasw^e  like, and  unlessAve  cansee 
some  advantage  in  federation — federation 
involving  the  giving  up  of*  that  right — 
Ave  will  not  come  into  the  federation  at 
all.  That  is  the  position  we  take  up. 
Having  come  to  this  Convention,  w^e  feel 
that  we  ought  to  obtain  something  in  ex¬ 
change  for  the  powder  we  are  a.sked  to  sur¬ 
render,  and  we  could  not  be  present  on  any 
other  terms.  Now,  the  hon.  member,  and, 
in  fact,  all  the  Victorian  representatives, 
have  persistently  told  us  only  one  thing — 
that  federation  is  a  means  to  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  the  big  Victorian  Government. 
“Just  let  it  expand,”  say  they,  “until  it 
covers  the  whole  of  Australia.”  The  idea 
of  Sir  Henry  Parkes  is  pretty  much  the 
same,  only  his  starting  point  is  from 
Sydney,  and  the  Government  of  his  colony 
is  also  in  its  turn  to  cover  the  whole  of 
the  continent.  We  do  not  want  that.  We 
do  not  want  to  come  in  on  the  basis  of 
population.  We  in  Queensland  have  de¬ 
finite  views  of  our  destiny  as  a  nation — 
as  a  part  of  a  federation — not  indepen¬ 
dently  of  it.  I  do  not  believe  with  one 
hon,  gentleman  that  we  should  not  take 
pride  in  our  different  colonies.  I  think  we 
should  all  consider  our  interests  as  Aus¬ 
tralians.  But  in  spite  of  all  that  is  said, 
I  take  pride  in  being  a  Queenslander, 
and  I  shall  endeavour  persistently  to  for¬ 
ward  her  interests  so  long  as  I  am  identi- 
fied  with  the  country.  When  I  see  that 
her  interests  arc  about  to  be  sacrificed,  and 
to  be  put  under  the  heel  of  the  Victorian 
big  majority,  I  shall  decline  to  come  into 
a  federation. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  So  will  we  ! 
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Sir  John  Bray  :  Lot  us  see  "whetlier 
there  is  not  some  middle  course  ! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWBAlTH :  The 
middle  course  of  the  lion,  member  is,  I  l>e- 
lieve,  to  postpone  the  question  to  the  popu¬ 
lar  majority.  I  do  not  believe  in  postpon¬ 
ing  it  to  the  popular  majority  at  all.  What 
I  have  advocated  has  been  the  equal  power 
of  the  two  houses,  because  both  of  ^lem 
represent  the  whole  population,  and  eacli 
ought  equally  to  be  considered.  The  ques¬ 
tion  had  not  arisen  from  the  point  of  view 
now  mentioned  by  the  Victorian  delegates. 
It  has  never  come  before  us  in  the  way  in 
which  it  comes  before  us  now.  Those  who 
brought  the  matter  before  us  in  our  invita¬ 
tion  to  come  here  requested  that  we  should 
meet  together  upon  some  common  ground 
upon  which  each  state  should  rank  as  a  unit. 
We  have  met  them  on  those  terms,  and 
are  perfectly  prepared  to  cany  out  those 
terms.  But  we  must  insist  upon  our  right  to 
an  equal  representation  on  the  ground  on 
which  we  came  in,  namely,  that  we  should 
have  exactly  the  same  power  as  the  great 
colony  of  Victoria,  and  that,  as  part  of 
the  whole  nation,  we  should  have  equal 
representation  in  the  upper  chamber.  It 
is  useless  to  bring  in  the  population  argu¬ 
ment,  and  say  that  because  Victoria  has  a 
population  of  1,100,000  as  against  Queens¬ 
land  with  a  population  of  400,000  or 
500,000,  therefore  Victoria  should  have 
larger  representation  in  the  senate.  That 
would  be  all  very  well  if  you  carried  out 
the  idea  of  a  big  national  government  that 
would  spread  out  from  Victoria  and  cover 
the  whole  land.  But  that  is  not  what  we 
are  going  to  have,  and  the  point  is  con¬ 
ceded  by  those  who  brought  us  together 
by  the  fact  that  they  allow  equal  powers 
to  the  senate  in  everything  except  money 
bills.  Why  is  this  ?  There  are  a  groat 
many  matters  of  considerable  importance 
besides  money  bills  in  regard  to  which  the 
power  of  the  senate  ought  to  be  circum¬ 
scribed  if  it  is  logical  to  circumscribe  their 


power  in  relation  to  money  bills.  Why 
are  these  other  powers  given  when  the 
power  to  deal  with  money  bills  is  denied? 
What  are  the  reasons  advanced  1  Every 
reason  given  lias  been  one  that  has  applied 
to  the  peculiar  relationship  of  the  lower 
house  and  the  upper  chamber  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  colonies;  but  not  one  of  those  reasons 
has  been  applicable  to  the  relationshipof  the 
house  of  representatives  and  the  senate, 
which  we  propose  to  create.  In  the  latter 
case  both  houses  represent  the  people  and 
ought  therefore  to  be  equally  considered. 
The  Premier  of  Victoria  strongly  enforced 
the  doctrine,  which  had  the  acquiescence  of 
all  the  Victorian  members  and  everybody 
else,  that  the  majority  must  rule.  That 
is  a  proposition  which  as  applied  to  the 
present  case  I  do  not  think  the  delegates 
will  concede.  We  say,  not  a  majority  of 
the  people,  but  a  majority  of  the  people, 
and  a  majority  of  the  states.  We  cannot 
accept  the  hon.  gentleman’s  definition  of 
popular  government  in  that  sense.  And 
I  must  insist  upon  his  trying  to  regard  the 
senate,  not  simply  as  representating  the 
wealth  and  property  of  the  colonies,  but  as 
representing  the  population  of  the  colonies. 

I  do  not  like  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  John  Bray.  I  believe 
that  whatwe  refuse  in  the  strongest  wav  to 
concede  here,‘we  shall  very  likely  be  obliged 
to  agree  to  in  consequence  of  an  agitation 
which  will  be  carried  on  until  the  senate  is 
deprived  of  the  rights  now  asked  for.  The 
only  compromise  we  ought  to  make — and  I 
do  not  see  the  use  of  federation  at  all  unless 
it  is  on  something  like  that  basis — is  to  give 
to  the  house  of  representatives  the  powder 
to  initiate  money  bills.  There  is  one  view 
of  the  question  we  ought  to  consider.  I 
do  not  think  from  what  I  have  read  in  the 
newspapers — and  I  have  been  accustomed 
to  read  the  Victorian  newspapers  for  a  long 
time — that  the  Premier  of  that  colony 
speaks  the  will  of  the  people  of  Victoria. 

Hon.  Members  :  Oh,  yes  ! 
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Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH :  He 
speaks  the  will  of  the  majority  who  havenot 
thought  much  about  the  subject ;  but  even 
these  when  tliey  commence  to  see  how  their 
interests  are  affected,  will  turn  round  and 
rend  the  hon.  member.  They  will  not  un¬ 
derstand  the  case  at  all  from  his  point  of 
view'.  I  believe  tlio  hon.  member  could 
make  such  a  speech  as  he  has  inado  and 
be  applauded  right  throughout ;  but  wdien 
the  people  of  Victoria  begin  to  realise 
that  the  carrying  out  of  those  ideas  will 
have  the  effect  of  blocking  Victoria  from 
further  intei'course  w'ith  New  South  Wales 
and  Queensland,  they  w'ill  not  allow  the 
hon.  member  to  be  Premier  many  months 
longer.  I  would  caution  hon.  members  to 
remember  that  we  have  a  w’ork  before  us 
perhaps  more  diflicult  still  than  than  that 
on  which  w^e  are  now  engaged.  It  is  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  effect  a  compromise.  I 
have  a  notion  to-day  that  very  likely  we 
may  come  to  a  compromise.  But  the 
most  difficult  task  before  us  will  be  to  get 
our  constituents  to  agree  to  the  constitu¬ 
tion  we  may  fi-ame.  I  do  not  disguise 
from  myself  the  fact  that  most  of  us — and 
I  include  myself  in  the  number — do  not 
agree  with  the  majority  of  our  constitu¬ 
ents  on  this  point.  I  believe  that  on 
the  point  T  have  insisted  upon  my  con¬ 
stituents — I  speak  of  course  of  Queens¬ 
land — go  a  great  deal  further  than  I 
do  myself,  and  that  even  the  compro¬ 
mise  to  w’hich  I  have  yielded  will  not 
be  accepted  without  a  great  deal  of  work 
on  the  part  of  those  who  are  interested  in 
seeing  federation  brought  about.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  delegates  generally  are  ahead 
of  the  constituents,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  outside  colonies  will  look  with 
great  suspicion  on  any  proposal  that  is 
made.  W  e  are  taunted  sometimes  with 
having  suspicion  of  one  another’s  mo¬ 
tives.  Suspicion  is  not  a  bad  element  in 
an  affair  of  this  sort.  It  is  an  ugly  word 
to  use,  but  perhaps  it  is  the  proper  word 
[Sir  Thomas  Mcllvyraith. 


after  all.  We  have  to  vegard  the  interests 
of  the  colonies  w^e  are  here  to  represent. 
We  are  bound  to  do  that  and,  call  it  sus¬ 
picion  or  anything  else,  in  looking  at  tliose 
interests  w'o  may  of  course  be  considerably 
bia.ssed.  What  I  wdsh  to  draw'  attention 
to  is  this  :  We  ought  to  try  to  frame  some¬ 
thing  that  will  be  accepted  by  the  different 
constituencies  that  we  represent.  I  claim 
to  undei-stand  Victoria  a  great  deal  better 
than  the  Premier  of  Victoria  can  possibly 
understand  Queensland,  and  I  am  much 
astonished  at  the  attitude  which  has  been 
taken  up  by  the  Victorian  delegates.  The 
immediate  advantages  to  Victoria  and  New 
South  Wales  are  so  plain  to  everybody  that 
I  cannot  understand  why  a  dead  legal  tech¬ 
nicality,  only  kept  alive  by  the  strong  fights 
which  take  place  between  the  lower  and 
upper  houses  in  Victoria,  should  have  been 
introduced  as  one  of  their  principal  argu¬ 
ments.  I  believe  myself  that  they  will 
give  way  ;  but  when  the  constituents  un- 
denstand  that  it  is  only  a  fight  as  to  the 
constitution  of  the  upper  and  lower  houses, 
as  to  whether  their  manufactures  shall 
spread  over  the  whole  of  Australia,  they 
will  demand  a  different  mandate  from  that 
which  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro,  gave 
us  just  now. 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  should  have  been 
very  glad  if  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has 
just  resumed  his  seat  had  answered  one 
point  which  was  made  by  my  hon.  colleague, 
Mr.  Munro.  That  hon.  member  pointed  out 
that  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  with 
two-thirds  of  the  population  of  Australia, 
are  offering  to  the  other  four  colonies  the 
same  representation  in  tlie  senate  that  they 
claim  themselves;  in  other  words,  if  there 
are  nine  representatives  from  each  colony, 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  with  two- 
thirds  of  the  population,  wdll  have  eighteen 
members,  and  the  other  colonies  combined, 
with  one-third  of  the  population,  will  have 
thirty-six  membei's.  The  doctrine  has 
been  laid  down  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
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John  Downer,  and  those  who  support  his 
view,  that  in  the  senate  which  is  to 
be  placed  over  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  the  tliirty-six  members  shall  govern 
the  eighteen  who  represent  two-thirds 
of  the  population  of  the  whole  group. 
If  that  is  to  be  so  ;  if  this  body  is  to  be 
created,  having  greater  power  than  was 
ever  exercised  by  an  upper  house  in  any 
individual  colony  ;  if  its  hands  are  to  be 
strengthened,  and  deadlocks  made  inevit¬ 
able,  I  shall  be  very  much  surprised. 
The  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
did  not  explain  to  the  Convention  the 
difficulty  he  recently  had  with  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  in  Queensland  ;  and  the 
lion,  member,  Sir  Thomas  Moll  wraith,  also 
failed  to  give  any  information  on  the 
subject.  How  do  he  and  his  colleagues 
propose  to  get  over  difficulties  of  that  de¬ 
scription,  if  there  should  be  a  deadlock  be¬ 
tween  the  senate  ami  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  1  The  house  of  representatives, 
repre.senting  the  bulk  of  the  people,  might, 
by  an  overwhelming  majority,  pass  a  cer¬ 
tain  measure.  This  powerful  senate,  how¬ 
ever,  might  say,  ‘‘We  shall  not  pass  this 
measure,  no  matter  how  large  the  majority 
in  favour  of  it  may  be.  We  shall  overrule 
you.’^  I  am  not  prepared,  and  I  am  cer¬ 
tain  the  colony  of  Victoria  is  not  prepared, 
to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  senate  and 
make  it  more  powerful  than  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council  of  that  colony  is  at  present. 
Rather  than  do  that  it  would  be  better  for 
us  to  pack  up  and  go  away  to-morrow.  It 
is  perfectly  usele.ss  for  this  Convention  to 
go  on  unless  some  fair  and  reasonable  con¬ 
cession  is  made  with  respect  to  this  sub¬ 
ject;  for  instance,  that  a  measure  should 
be  assented  to  by  the  senate  if  passed  by  a 
majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives.  The  Legislative  Council  of 
Victoria  now  represents  a  very  large  con¬ 
stituency — 130,000.  The  lower  house  re¬ 
presents  200,000.  Even  now  we  have  con¬ 
flicts  between  the  houses.  Yet  we  are 


coolly  asked  to-day  to  strengtlien  the  hands 
of  the  senate,  so  that  it  can  defy  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  peojde  and  reject  a  measure,  no 
matter  whether  it  be  a  money  bill  or  any 
other  bill. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  !No  one  denies  the 
legislative  councils  that  power  ! 

Colonel  SMITH:  The  hon.  member 
knows  what  took  place  in  Victoria,  and  I 
will  not  be  a  party  to  creating  a  more 
powerful  body  in  the  federal  parliament 
than  the  Legislative  Council  is  in  Victoria. 
If  this  proposal  be  carried.  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria  will  have  to  endeavour 
to  reduce  the  representation  of  the  smaller 
colonies  in  the  senate.  Otherwise  they  can 
overwhelm  us  and  do  as  they  please.  If 
we  propose  a  tax  which  they  do  not  like 
they  may  say,  “  We  shall  not  have  that 
tax  ”  ;  and  'we  shall  have  created  a  body 
which  will  really  be  an  oligarchy,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  wishes  of  the  people.  You 
will  create  a  body  more  powerful  than  the 
representatives  of  the  people  in  the  lower 
house.  I  was  astounded  to  find  the  hon. 
member.  Dr.  Cockburn,  supporting  this 
proposal.  If  we  could  be  certain  that  the 
senate  would  act  as  the  Legislative  Coun¬ 
cil  of  South  Australia  acted  when  a  diffi¬ 
culty  recently  occurred  there — that  is,  meet 
in  committee  with  the  lower  house  and 
settle  the  difficulty — it  might  be  all  right. 
We  have  no  guarantee  whatever  that  such 
a  thing  'would  be  done.  If  the  smaller 
colonies,  to  whom  we  give  twice  our  re¬ 
presentation  in  the  senate,  want  to  over¬ 
rule  the  representatives  in  the  lower  house, 
so  far  as  Victoria  is  concerned  it  will  prefer 
to  run  alone.  It  w’ill  be  wise  for  New  South 
Wales  to  run  alone.  The  speech  delivered 
to-day  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  completely  covered  the  ground,  and 
I  was  astonished  when  his  Colonial  Trea¬ 
surer,  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan, 
got  up  and  differed  with  him  on  that  point. 
We  might  as  well  dissolve  at  once,  and  go 
back  to  our  homes,  if  we  are  going  to 
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decide  that  we  shall  create  a  body  to  over¬ 
ride  the  I'epresentatives  of  the  people.  The 
lion,  member,  Sir  Thomas  31cllwraith,  was 
good  enough  to  say  that  he  knew  the  colony 
of  Victoria  better  than  its  Premier  did. 

Sir  Thomas  McIlwraith  :  No.  Wliat 
I  said  was  that  I  knew  the  colony  of  Vic¬ 
toria  better  than  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Munro,  knew  Queensland. 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  believe  that  is  the 
case,  and  that  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Thomas  McIlwraith,  was  originally  a  Vic¬ 
torian.  I  find  that  the  hon.  member  is 
not  the  only  member  of  the  Convention 
who  represents  another  'colony,  but  who 
began  his  career  in  Victoria.  I  am  very 
sorry,  however,  to  say  that  when  hon. 
members  leave  Victoria  their  sympathies 
do  not  always  remain  there.  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  Thomas  McIlwraith, 
that  the  people  of  Victoria  are  thoroughly 
conversant  with  everything  that  takes 
place  within  these  walls,  and  they  are  just 
as  capable  of  forming  a  sound  judgment  on 
any  public  question  as  most  hon.  members 
are.  I  am  certain  that  I  am  expressing 
the  sound  convictions  and  honest  senti¬ 
ments  of  the  people  of  Victoria,  when  I 
say  that  they  will  not  submit  to  having  the 
senate  made  so  strong  that  it  can  overrule 
the  popular  chamber,  or  to  make  the  senate 
stronger  than  are  the  legislative  councils 
in  the  various  colonies.  If  this  resolution 
be  carried  in  its  present  form,  without  any 
modification  providing  that  the  people,  as 
represented  in  the  lower  chamber,  should 
ultimately  prevail  after  reasonable  delay, 
our  labours  will  be  perfectly  useless.  See¬ 
ing  that  the  smaller  colonies  are  to  have 
8.n  equal  representation  in  the  senate  with 
that  of  the  large  colonies,  it  is  not  fair, 
just,  or  equitable  to  expect  that  the  great 
colony  of  New  South  Wales,  or  that  the 
smaller  colony  of  Victoria,  with  its  large 
population,  will  a.ssent  to  the  proposal 
now  before  the  Convention.  I  ask  the 
representatives  of  the  smaller  colonies  in 
[Colonel  Smith, 


common  fairness  that  they  will  agree  to 
some  proposal  giving  a  guarantee  that  the 
will  of  the  people  shall  ultimately  pre¬ 
vail.  There  is  no  such  power  given  here. 
The  hon.  member  who  has  made  this  pro¬ 
posal  has  shown  us  no  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  w  Inch  I  refer  to.  If  this  proposal 
be  carried,  there  will  possibly  be  a  dead¬ 
lock  between  the  two  houses.  But  the 
hon.  member  who  has  moved  this  amend¬ 
ment  has  shown  us  no  way  out  of  such 
a  difficulty.  I  feel  surprised  at  the  atti¬ 
tude  taken  up  by  gentlemen  wlio  hold  lead- 
ing  positions  in  the  different  colonies,  who 
know  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen 
from  time  to  time  between  the  various 
legislative  assemblies  and  legislative  coun¬ 
cils.  I  am  not  surprised  that  members 
of  the  Convention  who  are  representa¬ 
tives  of  upper  houses,  should  advocate 
this  proposal  They  have  always  advocated 
it,  and  probably  always  will  advocate  it 
How  often  has  it  taken  place  in  Victoria, 
that  the  members  of  the  Council  have  sent 
the  lower  house  to  the  country  to  be  pun¬ 
ished,  for  no  fault  of  their  own  1  Time 
after  time  have  the  Council  had  the  lower 
house  dissolved,  and  they  have  come  back 
by  the  voice  of  the  people  at  the  ballot- 
box  in  overwhelming  numbers,  and  then, 
because  they  cannot  be  punished,  the  hon. 
gentlemen  in  the  Upper  House  have  thrown 
the  measure  out  again.  If  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  had  said,  “Dissolve  the  upper  house  if 
it  rejects  a  measure  a  second  time,”  the  case 
would  have  been  different. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  But  the  decision  would  not 
be  altered.  The  same  state  representa¬ 
tives  would  come  back  ! 

Colonel  SMITH:  In  Victoria  these  hon, 
gentlemen  would  not  come  back,  because 
we  have  not  a  nominee  house  there.  It 
is  an  elective  house.  If  the  upper  house 
are  put  in  a  position  in  which  they  can 
be  punished,  if  they  can  be  sent  to  their 
constituents  in  the  various  colonies,  and 
if  the  body  is  given  a  liberal  character,  I 
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venture  to  say  tliat  they  will  hesitate  a 
long  time  before  they  will  throw  out  a 
popular  measure.  It  will  be  a  long  time 
V)eforo  they  will  submit  themselves  to 
punishment  by  throwing  out  a  measure 
that  has  the  sympathies  and  the  approval 
of  the  entire  body  of  (he^  people.  They 
will  rather  meet  the  popular  will,  accept 
it,  and  make  the  best  of  it.  I  regret  very 
much  the  indisposition  shown  by  the  smaller 
colonies  to  meet  us  in  a  magnanimous 
way,  when  we  offer  them  equal  representa¬ 
tion  with  us,  so  that  they  can  outvote  us 
in  the  senate.  Tliey  could  do  so  if  they 
were  only  in  a  bare  majority ;  but  we  give 
them  a  majority  of  two-thirds.  It  comes 
with  not  altogether  a  good  grace  from 
hon.  members  representing  those  colonies 
to  stand  up  here  and  to  propose  to  give  to 
the  body  with  whom  we  propose  to  deal 
so  liberally  the  power  to  veto  the  unanim¬ 
ous  voice,  it  may  be,  of  the  whole  of  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria.  That  is  the 
power  proposed  to  be  conferred,  and  I  am 
very  glad  the  proposal  did  not  come  from 
either  of  the  larger  colonies.  I  came  to 
this  Convention,  as  did  ray  hon.  colleagues, 
with  a  thorough  determination  to  brinsr 
about  federation  if  it  w^ere  possible  to  do 
so  on  anything  like  fair  terms  ;  and  the 
resolution  which  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Henry  Parkes,  proposed  in  the  conference 
at  Melbourne,  asking  us  to  federate  in  a 
way  that  w'ould  be  just  to  each  and  all  of 
the  colonies,  carried  out  the  views  of  all. 
But  I  say  that  this  is  a  proposition  that 
is  not  just  or  equitable.  It  gives  to  a  sec¬ 
tion  what  ought  to  belong  to  the  whole ; 
it  gives  to  one  part  of  the  population — no 
doubt  the  wealthier  part — the  power  of 
vetoing  the  decision  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people  in  the  lower  assembly,  and 
I  must  say  that  I  am  intensely  surprised 
i  to  find  hon.  members  who  are  members  of 
lower  chambers  in  the  various  legislatures 
advocating  anything  of  this  description  ;  it 
surprises  me  above  all  things  that  the  hon. 


member.  Dr.  Cockburn,  should  come  here 
and  propose  an  extremely  conservative 
measure  of  this  kind.  I  thought  he  was 
a  man  of  a  different  character — that  his 
instincts  were  liberal,  and,  in  fact,  almost 
democratic  and  socialistic.  But  the  hom 
gentleman  is  now  backing  up  the  most  in¬ 
tense  conservatism  that  could  possibly  be 
conceived  and  proposed  in  this  chamber. 

Dr.  Cockburn  :  It  is  quite  the  other 
way  J 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  know  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  thinks  so ;  but  I  am  satisfied 
that  if  he  had  gone  through  the  conflicts 
which  I  have  witnessed,  and  taken  part  in, 
in  Victoria,  he  would  not  talk  as  he  has 
done.  I  hope  hon.  raeml>ers  will  meet  over 
this  point.  I  am  sure  that  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  John  Downer,  does  not  mean  his 
amendment  to  be  so  extreme  as  it  is,  and  I 
think  he  will  be  prepared,  and  I  hope  the 
hon.  delegates  from  Queensland  will  also 
be  prepared,  to  endeavour  to  meet  this 
difficulty  as  it  ought  to  be  met,  so  that  the 
will  of  the  people,  after  it  has  been  pro¬ 
perly  a.scertained  at  the  ballot-box,  and 
from  their  repi*esentatives  in  the  lower 
chamber,  may  prevail. 

Hr.  A  DYE  DOUGLAS  :  As  a  delegate 
from  one  of  the  smaller  colonies  which  have 
been  referred  to,  I  am  astonished  at  the 
arguments  used  by  the  hon.  member  from 
Victoria.  We  never  knew  Victorian  dele¬ 
gates,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  to  enter 
into  any  arrangement  that  did  not  suit 
their  own  particular  purpose,  and  their  own 
particular  pockets,  and  upon  the  present 
occasion  their  conduct  is  the  same  as  that 
which  they  have  pursued  heretofore.  What 
does  the  hon.  member.  Colonel  Smith,  mean 
by  making  a  comparison  between  the  legis¬ 
latures  of  the  several  colonies,  and  the 
proposed  legislature  which  this  Conven¬ 
tion  is  trying  to  bring  about  1  When  any 
proposal  in  the  slightest  degree  objection¬ 
able  is  made  to  the  hon.  delegates  from 
Victoria,  they  turn  round  with  an  extra- 
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ordinary  amount  of  effervescence,  and  tell 
us  that  if  we  do  not  come  round  to  their 
views  and  ideas  they  will  give  up  the  thing 
altogether. 

Mr.  Mcjxro  :  The  lion,  member  said  the 
same  thing  ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  We  say  that 
we  are  anxious  to  come  to  some  arrange¬ 
ment,  if  possible. 

Colonel  Smith  :  If  the  hon.  member  and 
his  friends  get  what  they  want  ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  It  would  be 
very  easy  to  meet  the  opposition  that  is 
being  created  here  with  regard  to  the 
senate  by  carrying  out  the  rules  that  are 
carried  out  in  America  wlien  a  deadlock 
arises.  Hon.  members  say  that  the  feder¬ 
ated  colonies  are  to  have  no  power  in  the 
senate.  But  will  they  have  any  power 
in  the  house  of  representatives  ]  They 
will  be  deprived  of  all  power,  because  a 
colony  like  Western  Australia  would,  in 
all  probability,  have  only  about  two  votes 
to  fifty  or  sixty  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  That  has  not  been  settled  ! 

Mr.  Weixon  :  The  contrary  has  been 
said ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  I  say  that  in 
the  house  of  representatives  they  will  have 
no  power. 

3Ir.  Meixon  :  Y^es,  every  power  ! 

ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  They  must 
have  po'wer  somewhere,  and  the  only  place 
where  they  can  have  it  is  in  the  senate. 
M  hy  do  you  have  an  equal  number  of  re¬ 
presentatives  from  each  colony  in  the  senate 
if  it  is  not  simply  to  balance  the  over¬ 
whelming  power  of  the  large  and  unequal 
representation  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tive.s  ?  But  why  do  you  call  that  body 
the  house  of  representatives  ?  The  word 
is  inexplicable  and  inappropriate.  The 
senate  is  ^st  as  representative  as  the  house 
of  representatives,  or  whatever  you  choose 
to  term  the  popular  house.  Hon.  mem¬ 
bers  are  talking  of  the  people.  They  are 
Adye  Douglas, 


afraid  to  do  anything  that  does  not  concur 
with  the  will  of  the  mob.  That  is  the 
principle  hon.  members  adopt.  They  are 
afraid  to  go  and  speak  their  real  opinions 
if  they  do  not  suit  the  mob. 

IMr.  Muxro  :  We  have  no  mob  in  Vic¬ 
toria  ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS:  I  have  known 
Victoria  longer  than  the  hon.  member. 
I  was  there  before  they  had  representative 
Institutions  at  all,  and  when  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  comes  to  talk  here  he  must  not  tliink 
that  he  is  going  to  win  us  over  by  his  blar¬ 
ney.  The  hon.  member  thinks  that  the  vox 
popidi  is  the  vox  Dei, 

Colonel  Smith  :  So  it  is  ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  No  doubt  it 
is  in  Ballarat 

Colonel  Smith  :  It  is  in  Tasmania,  too  ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  We  have  re¬ 
presentatives  in  Tasmania  who  care  very 
little  about  what  is  termed  popular  02)iiiion. 
Are  the  several  colonies  to  have  no  power 
at  all  in  the  senate,  or  whatever  you  may 
choose  to  call  that  body  ?  Each  member 
will  represent  the  whole  of  his  colony,  not 
a  mere  section  of  the  people,  while  in 
the  lower  assembly  the  smaller  colonies 
will  only  be  represented  by  a  few  people. 
There  must,  in  order  to  create  a  union  of 
the  colonies,  be  a  counter-balance  some¬ 
where.  Otherwise,  why  not  limit  the 
senate  to  representatives  in  proportion  to 
population  ?  You  are  only  creating’ one 
thing  to  sina.sh  it  down  with  another;  and 
you  are  saying,  ‘‘You  may  appear  there; 
but  we  will  clip  your  wings  and  give  you 
no  power  in  any  .shape  or  form,  excepting 
that  which  the  larger  colonies  will  allow.'** 
It  will  be  much  better  for  us  to  know 
exactly  the  position  in  which  w’e  stand. 
The  position  taken  up  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  John  Downer,  is  only  one  link,  as 
it  were,  of  the  chain.  It  can  easily  be  met 
by  providing  that  if  a  bill  is  carried  by  a 
certain  majority  in  the  house  of  represen¬ 
tatives,  and  also  by  a  certain  majority  in 
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tlio  otlier  liouso,  ifc  should  hoconie  law 
without  further  delay.  To  say,  however, 
that  the  colonies  represented  in  the  senate 
are  to  have  no  power  to  deal  with,  say,  a 
bill  to  construct  a  railway — because  when 
you  use  the  plirase  money  bills,  I  take  it 
that  bills  providing  for  the  expenditure  of 
money  on  railways  and  other  works  are 
included — will  be  to  create  a  despotic  go¬ 
vernment.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
difliculty  is  one  which  can  be  easily  met,  and 
there  is  no  occasion  for  the  display  of  all  this 
violence  on  the  part  of  Victoria.  One  lion, 
member  has  even  said  that  they  will  not 
join  the  federation — that  they  will  j^ack 
up  and  go  away  without  trying  to  come 
to  some  arrangement.  I  am  astonished 
that  gentlemen  representing  a  colony  like 
Victoria  should  talk  in  this  manner,  that 
they  should  not  appeal  to  the  reason,  but 
to  the  fears  and  cowardice,  of  those  who 
represent  the  smaller  colonies.  AVe  know 
very  well  what  Victoria  is  ;  we  know-  very 
well  what  faith  we  can  place  in  her  Go¬ 
vernment  ;  we  know  what  faith  we  can 
place  in  her  people.  They  have  got  the 
start,  and  they  have  been  so  long  in  getting 
it  that  they  want  to  stick  to  it.  We  shall 
be  very  careful,  I  hope,  not  to  allow  one 
colony,  because  it  has  a  large  population, 
to  take  advantage  of  another  colony  which 
has  not  so  large  a  population.  We  know 
the  difficulties  attached  to  what  is  termed 
“  responsible  government.'^  Those  difficul¬ 
ties  can  be  easily  met  without  this  noise 
and  bustle.  Federation  can  be  carried  out 
if  wo  are  determined  to  carry  it  out,  if  we 
are  each  iiiclined  to  yield  to  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent ;  but  we  must  not  be  browbeaten  by 
representatives  from  Victoria  saying  they 
are  not  going  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
it  unless  their  particular  views  are  carried 
into  effect.  If  we  are  moderate  in  our 
views,  federation  can  be  carried  out.  It  is 
said  that  we  are  to  adopt  the  English  Con¬ 
stitution.  Why  ?  Because  it  seems  to  me 
to  meet  the  views  of  the  peojde  of  Victoria. 


It  is  not,  however,  at  all  applicable  to  us. 
We  cannot  imitate  the  House  of  Commons. 
That  is  a  term  which  cannot  be  applied  to 
us  ;  there  is  only  one  House  of  Commons 
proper.  In  New  Zealand  they  term  the 
members  of  the  lower  house  ‘^represen¬ 
tatives,’’  because  the  members  of  their 
upper  house  are  nominees ;  but  in  South 
Australia  the  upper  hou.se,  or  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council,  is  elective.  Therefore,  the 
word  “  repre.sentatives  ”  is  not  applicable 
to  what  may  be  termed  the  house  of  tlic 
people.  The  senate  will  represent  the 
people  just  as  much  as  the  other  house, 
and  the  senate  must  have  some  counter¬ 
balancing  influence  against  the  power  of 
the  large  colonies  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives.  I  trust  we  shall  be  able  to  carry 
out  .some  scheme  of  federation,  at  any  rate 
to  submit  some  scheme  to  the  various 
colonies,  knowing  that  it  rests  with  those 
colonics  afterwards  to  accede  or  not  to  what 
may  be  placed  before  them.  We  are  only 
asked  to  draw  up  a  scheme  of  federation, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  drawn 
up  in  some  shape  or  other,  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  gentlemen 
present  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  ex¬ 
pressing  their  views  and  opinions  on  con¬ 
stitutional  government.  I  feel  sure  that 
we  can  safely  place  the  formation  federa¬ 
tion  of  Australia  in  their  hands,  without 
necessarily  adopting  any  particular  consti¬ 
tution  now  in  existence.  We  cannot 
follow  the  Dominion  of  Canada  ;  we  can¬ 
not  follow  the  United  States;  we  cannot 
follow  the  Constitution  of  England,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  a  continually  changing  one,  and 
it  is  necessary  tliat  the  gentlemen  com¬ 
posing  this  Convention  should  in  some  way 
or  other  devise  a  plan  which  would  be  ap¬ 
plicable  as  far  as  possible  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  Australia. 

Mr.  TH\  NNE  :  We  have  had  some 
warm  discussion  this  afternoon  amongst 
various  representatives;  artd  it  seems  to 
me  that  we  might  now,  after  the  heated 
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debate  which  has  taken  ])lace,  advan¬ 
tageously  hark  back  a  little,  and  cast 
about  to  see  whether  we  are  really  pro¬ 
tecting  the  interests  that  we  have  been 
sent  here  to  protect.  We  are  present 
as  representatives  of  various  parliaments, 
and  I  may  be  permitted  in  all  humility 
to  suggest  that  it  is  our  duty  to  preserve 
as  far  as  possible,  not  only  the  functions, 
but  the  interests  of  those  parliaments,  ex¬ 
cept  in  regard  to  those  matters  which  we 
must  give  up  to  a  federal  government.  If 
we  look  across  the  water  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  we  find  a  very  rigid 
constitution  as  originally  framed,  and  we 
find  the  position  of  the  states  and  the  states 
legislatures  very  strongly  guarded  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  written  Constitution ;  and  yet  we 
find  that  even  that  rigid  protection  which 
they  have  received  has  not  been  sufficient 
to  protect  those  states  in  the  complete  ex¬ 
ercise,  not  merely  of  their  functions,  but  of 
their  influence  on  the  bodies  attached  to 
them.  In  the  states  we  have  found,  first 
of  all,  some  of  the  powers  taken  away  by 
judicial  decisions,  and  vested  in  the  federal 
government  on  the  oneside.  Wehave  found 
them  taken  away  under  stress  of  excep¬ 
tional  circumstances — statutes  parsed  and 
adopted  limiting  the  powers  of  the  states ; 
and  now  we  find,  on  the  other  side,  that 
the  influence  of  the  states  is  being  gradu¬ 
ally  diminished  and  taken  away  by  the 
growing  influence  and  powers  of  the  local 
bodies  by  what  we  may  call  the  muni¬ 
cipal  government,  until  at  the  present 
time  the  position  of  the  states  is  far 
different  to  what  it  was  originally  in¬ 
tended  to  be.  If  that  is  the  case  in  a 
constitution  like  that  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  where  there  is  a  popular  re¬ 
presentative  house,  and  \vhere  there  is 
also  a  senate  having  all  the  powers  wffiich 
extreme  advocates  of  a  senate  here  have 
advocated — of  amendment  of  money  bills 
— if,  with  these  precautions,  we  see  the 
state  influence  decaying,  what  can  we  ex- 
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pect  here  ?  If  we  constitute  a  house  of 
representatives  with  great  power,  and  re¬ 
duce  the  protecting  power  wdiich  is  given 
to  the  states  through  their  representatives 
in  the  senate,  the  effect  >vill  be  that  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  even  the  Parliament 
of  Victoria  and  the  Parliament  of  New 
South  Wales  will  be  shorn  and  stripped 
of  their  power  and  influence  ;  and  instead 
of  having  the  representatives  direct  from 
the  people,  enabling  them  to  legislate  efiec- 
tively  for  their  own  affairs,  they  will  be 
sent  from  their  state  parliaments  for 
the  most  important  matters  to  the  uni¬ 
fied  parliament,  which  would  undoubtedly 
grow  from  the  great  powder  whicli  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Munro,  and  other  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  from  Victoria,  advocate  giving  to  the 
house  of  representatives.  I  do  not  like 
quotations  veiy  much,  but  I  will  give  a 
few  lines  from  a  recent  publication  upon 
the  relative  position  of  the  state  govern¬ 
ments  in  America  and  the  federal  govern¬ 
ments,  and  I  do  so  because  I  think  the 
words  are  words  of  warning  which  hon. 
gentlemen  here  ought  to  bear  in  mind  in 
relation  to  their  functions  as  to  their  in¬ 
dividual  parliaments  : 

The  commonwealth  government  is  now  but  a 
sort  of  middle  instance.  Too  large  for  local  go¬ 
vernment,  too  small  for  general,  it  is  beginning 
to  be  regarded  as  a  meddlesome  intruder  in  both 
spheres — the  tool  of  the  strongest  interest,  the 
oppressor  of  the  individual.  This  has  been  its 
history  in  other  lands  and  other  times,  and  the 
mere  fact  that  it  professes  to  be  popular  here,^ 
whilst  it  has  been  princely  and  aristocratic  else¬ 
where,  will  not  save  it  from  the  same  fate. 

I  ask  the  hon.  gentleman,  the  Premier  of 
Victoria,  is  tliat  the  condition  to  which  he 
wishes  the  Parliament  of  Victoria  to  de¬ 
scend  1  Does  he  wi.sh  to  promote  the  strip¬ 
ping  of  the  Parliament  of  Victoria  of  its 
power  and  influence  over  its  own  people? 

I  ask  the  hon.  members  for  New  South 
Wales,  do  they  wish  to  see  the  Parliament 
of  New  South  Wales  in  the  same  way 
stripped  of  its  power  and  influence,  and 


lUsolutions. 


403 


Federal  C omiltutlon :  [16  March,  1891.] 


relegated  to  the  position  which  i«  merely 
accorded  under  the  j>resent  system  to  local 
municipalities  1  I  think  that  this  is  a  very 
important  matter,  and  one  to  which  I  trust 
I  am  not  out  of  place  in  calling  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  I  think  we  must  all 
recognise  that  we  are  approaching  a  very 
critical  stage  in  our  deliberations,  and  that 
we  have  arrived  at  a  time  when  it  behoves 
us  to  act  with  the  utmost  cirumspection, 
lest  our  efforts  in  the  direction  of  federation 
should  prove  a  failure  ;  and  I  trust  that 
nothing  that  I  may  feel  it  my  duty  to  say 
will  even  in  a  slight  degree  tend  to  dissi¬ 
pate  that  atmosphere  of  compi'omise  to 
which  reference  has  been  made  by  one 
hon.  delegate,  and  which  at  the  present 
moment  does  not  appear  to  lead  to  any 
very  practical  result  I  have  listened  with 
a  very  great  amount  of  attention  to  the 
arguments  which  have  fallen  from  the 
various  hon.  delegates  from  Victoria,  and 
it  appears  to  me  that  those  arguments, 
if  pushed  to  their  legitimate  conclusion, 
amount  to  this  :  that  we  have  made  a  very 
great  mistake  in  providing  in  the  resolu¬ 
tions  which  we  have  carried  for  a  bi¬ 
cameral  system — for  a  system  consisting 
of  two  houses,  one  representative  of  the 
people  and  the  other  of  the  states — and 
that  we  should  rather  adopt  a  single 
chamber  constitution,  in  which  the  people 
only  will  be  represented,  and  the  will  of 
the  majority  will  rule. 

Colonel  Smith  :  None  of  us  have  said 
that ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON :  None  of  the  hon.  dele¬ 
gates  from  Victoria  said  it  in  so  many 
words  ;  but  it  seemed  to  me,  listening  wdth 
the  greatest  attention  to  their  utterances, 
that  that  was  the  logical  result  of  the 
arguments  which  they  advanced.  I  re¬ 
member  particularly  the  utterances  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Victoria,  Mr.  Wrixon, 
wdio  is  now,  in  common  with  other  members 
who  think  similarly  with  him,  striving  to 


limit  the  powers  of  the  senate  on  the  subject 
of  finance,  whilst  he  tells  us  at  the  same 
time  that  finance  is  government  and  govern¬ 
ment  is  finance.  I  have  come  here  with 
every  desire  to  a.ssi.st  in  bringing  about  a 
fair  and  reasonable  scheme  of  federation  ; 
but  I  thought  that  the  idea  that  underlay 
the  federal  scheme  likely  to  be  proposed 
was  that  though  of  course  we  were  only 
to  confer  on  the  federal  government  the 
power  of  dealing  with  national  questions, 
still,  as  regards  national  questions,  it  was 
not  to  be  simply  that  the  wull  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  people  should  prevail,  but  that 
in  order  that  there  should  be  federal  legis¬ 
lation  on  any  particular  subject,  there  should 
be  a  consensus  of  opinion  in  two  chambers 
— a  majority  of  the  people  and  a  majority 
of  the  states.  I  venture  to  think  that  it  is 
a  principle  which  wull  commend  itself  to 
most  of  us;  and,  speaking  particularly  of  the 
colony  which  I  w  ith  others  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  I  know  that  in  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  there  is  a  pretty  general  feeling 
that  w^hilst  willing  to  join  in  a  scheme 
of  federation  conceding  due  weight  in  the 
shape  of  extra  representation  to  extra 
population,  we  are  not  prepared  altogether 
to  sink  our  state  individuality,  but  we 
think  that  there  should  be  two  chambers 
— one  in  which  the  claims  of  extra  popu¬ 
lation  to  extra  representation  will  be  fully 
recognised,  and  the  other  in  w’hich  each 
state  wdll  be  regarded  as  an  individual  unit 
entitled  to  equal  representation.  I  go 
further ;  and  I  put  the  matter  in  this 
form  :  that  the  system  to  be  effective  must 
concede  to  the  senate  practically  co-ordi¬ 
nate  powers  with  the  more  popular  branch 
of  the  legislature.  What  is  the  good  of 
erecting  a  senate  in  which  the  states  are 
equally  represented  if  you  are  not  going 
to  give  them  any  powders  worthy  of  the 
name  1  What  is  the  good  of  giving  equal 
representation  to  different  states  in  a  body 
wdiich,  according  to  the  utterances  I  have 
already  quoted,  wull  have  practically  no 
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power  at  all  in  matters  cf  finance — in 
matters  wliich  arc  really  the  essence  of  the 
government  of  the  whole  of  Australia? 

jMr.  Deakix  :  Power  of  rejection,  but 
not  power  of  amendment  i 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Power  of  rejection 
is  some  power,  no  doubt.  Is  the  extra  re¬ 
presentation  which  is  conceded  to  extra 
population  in  the  lower  chamber  no  ad¬ 
vantage  ?  Is  it  not  a  sufficient  advantage  in 
favour  of  the  populous  states?  Is  the  power 
of  initiation  of  no  importance  whatever  ? 

Mr.  Baker  :  I  thought  it  was  enormous  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Does  it  not  go  to 
the  whole  gist  of  the  matter  as  regards  the 
origination  of  the  more  important  mea¬ 
sures  ?  Confining  the  powers  of  the  senate 
simply  to  rejection  is  all  I  am  contending 
for — rejection  in  detail.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  we  are  going  to  have  a  senate  which, 
whilst  nominally  created  for  the  protection 
of  state  rights,  is  really  and  practically 
shorn  of  all  powers  in  that  direction,  we 
should  be  dealing  more  fairly  with  the 
states  themselves  if  we  were  to  say  :  “We 
require  that  the  majorities  of  the  people 
should  rule — that  there  should  be  prac¬ 
tically  one  chamber — and  we  do  not  pro¬ 
pose  to  have  a  senate  at  all.’’  I  would  in¬ 
finitely  prefer,  in  order  that  it  may  be  fairly 
appreciated  by  those  wliose  duty  eventually 
it  will  be  to  judge  of  the  advisability  of  this 
scheme,  that  we  should  go  back  and  propose 
to  them  onechamber  rather  than  be  charged 
with  the  duty  of  recommending  to  them  the 
adoption  of  a  .system  which,  whilst  calling 
into  existence  a  senate  charged  nominally 
with  the  protection  and  pre.ser ration  of 
state  rights,  has  no  real  power  or  influence 
in  that  direction,  but  is  simply  a  sham, 
a  delusion,  and  a  snare.  I  hold  strong 
views  on  the  question  of  the  propriety  of 
giving  the  senate  the  power  of  rejecting 
money  bills  in  detail  ;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  recognise  that  there  is  a  very  strong 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  question,  and 
that  we  should  .strain  every  cflbrt  for  the 
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purpo.so  of  arriving  at  some  compromise 
agreeable  to  all  ;  and  I  do  trust  that  in 
this  matter — a  matter  of  the  mast  vital 
importance — we  shall  continue  the  prac¬ 
tice  we  have  successfully  adopted  hitherto, 
of  avoiding  all  divisions— of  avoiding  the 
necessity  of  taking  the  sense  of  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  the  Convention  on  the  subject.  I 
am  satisfied  also  that  there  is  such  a  de¬ 
sire  to  come  to  a  compromise  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  do  something  in  that  direction. 
As  laid  down  in  the  resolutions  carried  by 
tlie  ^lelbourne  Conference,  and  since  re¬ 
peated  in  our  instructions  by  our  various 
legislatui'es,  we  arc  charged  with  tlie  duty 
of  arriving  at  a  conclusion  just  and  fair 
to  tlie  several  state.s,  and  I  am  sure  that  we 
are  all  here  actuated  by  the  one  desire.  Cf 
course,  it  is  difficult  to  say  wdiat  is  fair  and 
right  under  the  circumstances.  At  tlie  same 
time,  I  am  very  much  impressed  with  the 
mode  in  which  the  matter  is  sought  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  amendment  indicated  by 
the  lion,  member  for  South  Australia,  Sir 
John  Bray.  The  senate  is  created  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  state  rights.  Refuse, 
ifyou  like,  to  tlie  senate  the  powerof  amend¬ 
ing  money  bills  generally  ;  but  when  state 
rights  are  involved,  and  matters  dealing 
with  them  are  mixed  up  with  others  in 
money  bills,  let  the  senate  have  the  right  by 
resolution  to  require  that  the  matter  shall 
be  dealt  with  in  a  separate  bill.  And  if 
it  is  .so  dealt  with  the  simple  result  will  be 
that  the  senate  by  the  rejection  of  that  par¬ 
ticular  measure  wdll  accomplish  all  that  is 
sought  it  should  have  the  power  to  accom¬ 
plish  by  giving  it  the  right  of  veto  in  detail. 
I  am  satisfied  that  whatever  may  be  the 
strength  of  our  opinions  on  the  subject  we 
shall  do  all  that  we  can  to  come  to  a  fair 
arrangement.  Undoubtedly  it  would  re¬ 
flect  the  highest  discredit  on  all  of  us  should 
we  spare  any  pains  to  come  to  an  amicable 
understanding  on  the  matter,  and  I  cannot 
contemplate  the  possibility  of  such  a  dis¬ 
astrous  result. 
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Captain  TIUSSELL  :  If  we  are  anxious 
for  a  compromise,  it  is  a  great  pity  tliat 
wo  did  not  adopt  the  suggestion  made  by 
an  lion.  rnemb(?r,  to  adjourn  an  hour  ago, 
because  wo  fiiul  in  everyday  life  that 
when  the  atmosphere  is  sultry  it  is  an 
advantage  to  change  our  locality,  and  get 
the  fresher  breeze.  There  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  warmth  imported  into  the  debate 
this  afternoon,  more  particularly  by  the 
Premier  of  Victoria — more  warmth  than 
light.  I  confess  that  at  the  end  of  that 
lion,  gentleman’s  speech  I  had  found  out 
much  that  he  would  not  do,  much  that 
should  not  be  done,  and  that  he  wa.s  in¬ 
clined  to  pack  up  his  portmanteau  unless 
his  particular  wish  was  given  effect  to.  But 
that  is  not  compromise.  We  are  advanced 
no  further  by  it.  We  do  not  know  what 
Victoria  wants,  except  that  her  whole  wdsh 
should  be  conceded.  I  think  it  w’ould  have 
been  a  good  thing  if  we  had  adjourned. 
But  whilst  I  am  on  my  feet,  I  wnll  say 
a  few  w^ords  on  the  subject.  Here  I  w'ould 
allude  to  the  impression  wdiich  w^as  made 
upon  me  by  Colonel  Smith  wdien  he  spoke 
of  the  magnanimity  with  which  the  senate 
was  to  be  treated,  inasmuch  as  the  smaller 
colonies  w’ere  to  be  given  equal  representa¬ 
tion  therein.  But  the  hon.  member  did 
not  carry  his  magnanimity  much  further. 
It  was  to  have  the  nominal  power  of  two 
votes,  but  it  was  not  to  exercise  them.  The 
hon.  member’s  magnanimity  stopped  there. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Hot  on  money  bills  ! 

Captain  BUSSELL;  I  think  that  the 
Convention  is  rather  setting  up  a  wooden 
image — an  image  in  which  there  is  really 
nothing.  There  is  ample  room  for  com¬ 
promise,  and  when  wc  go  carefully  into 
the  matter  we  shall  find  that  we  shall 
apparently  give  up  a  great  deal,  wdiilo,  in 
reality,  we  sacrifice  nothing  at  all.  What 
is  this  great  power  of  amending  money 
bills  ?  I  venture  to  say  that,  by  giving 
the  senate  pow’er  to  amend  money  bills, 
w’e  should  take  power  away  from  it. 


That  may  seem  paradoxical ;  but  I  believe 
it  is  the  case.  In  former  days,  no  doubt, 
there  was  a  great  deal  in  the  power  of 
vetoing  money  bills.  It  originated  in  the 
old  days,  when  the  Crown  w'as  tlie  sole 
power,  and  when  the  Crown  and  the  House 
of  Lords  really  taxed  the  people  and  spent 
the  money  as  they  cho.se.  All  that  has 
passed  away.  It  is  the  people  now  who 
say  how  the  taxes  are  to  be  raised,  and 
how  they  are  to  be  expended.  They  put 
governments  in,  and  turn  them  out,  on 
questions  of  finance  w’ith  the  utmost  ruth- 
lessne.ss,  and  there  is  no  danger  that  any 
powder  you  give  to  the  senate  will  affect  the 
financial  policy  of  the  federation.  I  said 
just  now  that  though  it  may  seem  para¬ 
doxical,  I  believe  that  to  give  the  senate 
power  to  amend  money  bills  would  be  in 
reality  to  take  powder  from  it,  because  the 
general  opinion  apparently  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  has  been  that  the  senate  shall  have  a 
perpetual  existence  and  a  right  of  veto. 
If  you  give  the  senate  the  right  of  perpetual 
existence  and  the  veto,  you  will  be  giving 
to  it  absolutely  autocratic  pow’er  -which  it 
w'ould  not  put  into  force.  If  you  give  it 
the  poAver  of  amending  money  bills,  because 
its  exi.stence  is  perpetual,  and  its  pow’er  of 
saying  no  ”  also  perpetual,  you  place  in 
the  hands  of  a  comparativ’ely  irresponsible 
body,  a  much  greater  power  than  that  of 
amending  a  bill.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  reason  why  an  amendment  similar  to 
this  proposed  by  Mr.  Wrixon,  should  not 
be  given  effect  to.  To  me  it  seems  a  matter 
of  little  consequence  Avhether  the  senate 
has  the  power  to  originate  money  bills  or 
not,  or  whether  it  has  the  powder  of  amend¬ 
ing  them.  I  maintain  that  the  question 
of  the  financial  policy  is  not  now  what  it 
used  to  be,  that  the  people  themselves  are 
more  interested  in  social  questions  than 
formerly,  that  the  whole  legislation  of  the 
next  ten  or  twenty  years  wdll  be,  not  upon 
£,  s.  d.,  but  on  the  social  rights  of  the 
people.  It  will  be  general  social  legislation. 
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These  are  questions  that  the  people  are 
properly  jealous  of ;  these  are  questions 
which  they  will  watcli  with  tlie  great e^st 
interest,  and  tlie  power  of  expenditure  is 
as  nothing  in  their  eyes  compared  with  the 
labour  and  other  social  problems  winch 
will  have  to  come  before  the  parliaments 
of  the  various  colonies.  Therefore,  on  that 
point  I  maintain  that  the  amendment  of 
money  bills  is  a  matter  of  comparatively 
little  moment.  But  are  we  sincerely 
anxious  for  federation  ]  Do  w’e  want  to 
bring  about  the  unification  of  Australia? 
Do  we  w’ish  to  bring  the  detached  colo¬ 
nies  of  Australia  into  a  federation  ?  Be¬ 
lieve  me  that  unless  you  leave  absolutely 
autonomous  powers  to  those  outlying  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  allow  them  to  believe  that  their 
representatives  in  the  senate  will  be  real 
entities  and  not  nonentities,  it  is  hopeless 
to  talk  on  the  subject.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  delegate  are  far  ahead  of  their 
constituents  in  their  knowledge  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  and  their  desire  for  federation,  and 
I  say  that  unless  you  give  to  the  dele¬ 
gates  such  a  position  that  they  can  go  back 
and  show  to  their  colonies  that  they  will 
not  surrender  any  autonomous  powei*s — 
unless  you  can  show  to  them  that  there  will 
be  a  distinct  gain  by  joining  the  federa¬ 
tion — unless  you  can  show  them  that  the 
state  2  epresentatives  will  not  be  mere 
nonentities— it  is  hopeless  to  talk  any 
more  on  the  subject.  I  believe  there  is 
as  strong  a  desire  throughout  the  Con¬ 
vention  as  there  will  be  throughout  Aus¬ 
tralia  that  there  shall  be  a  federation  of 
the  colonies.  But  it  will  commence  by 
the  adoption  of  the  spirit  of  compro¬ 
mise,  not  by  our  trying  to  insist  that  we 
shall  have  everything  we  desire  for  our¬ 
selves;  but  by  sitting  down  with  a  reso¬ 
lute  determination  that  we  will  not  leave 
Sydney  until  we  have  brought  about  feder¬ 
ation.  If  we  once  set  to  work  in  that 
spirit,  with  the  hope  and  belief  that  genuine 
work  will  be  done,  we  shall  have  accom- 
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plislied  a  great  deal.  It  cannot  be  done  by 
lengthened  sittings,  and  heated  debate,  but 

only  by  calmly  discussingamongstoui-selves 

perhaps  outside,  the  points  on  which  we  can 
compromise. 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  If  I  were  inclined 
to  take  a  pessimivst  view  of  things,  after  the 
debate  which  has  taken  place  this  evening, 
I  should  be  disposed  to  think  that  federation 
had  received  a  serious  blow.  After  the 
speeches  of  Mr.  Munro  and  Colonel  Smith 
it  seems  as  if  we  should  accomplish  no¬ 
thing  at  all.  We  must  approach  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  great  question  that  is  en¬ 
gaging  our  attention  in  a  different  spirit 
from  that  in  which  it  has  been  dealt  with 
by  those  two  gentlemen.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  the  way  for  hon.  members  who  have 
strong  convictions  to  endeavour  to  secure 
the  adoption  of  their  views,  and  effect  any¬ 
thing  like  concessions  from  those  who  with 
equally  strong  convictions,  hold  different 
views,  by  saying,  “  I  am  prepared  to  take 
this  stand,  and  I  shall  not  budge  an  inch 
from  the  ground  wliich  I  now  occupy.’^ 

Mr.  Munro:  Who  said  that? 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE :  The  hon.  member 
did  not  say  so  in  so  many  words,  but  un¬ 
less  I  misunderstood  him  very  greatly, 
that  was  the  effect  of  what  he  said. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Oh,  no  ! 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE :  Unless  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  had  his  views  given  effect  to  in  regard 
to  the  rights  of  the  popular  branch  of  the 
legislature,  he  Tvas  prepared  to  pack  up  his 
traps  and  go  hack  to  Victoria  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  said  nothing  of  the  sort ! 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  I  do  not  think  we 
ought  to  approach  the  discussion  in  a  spirit 
of  that  kind.  We  are  here,  as  the  Presi¬ 
dent  admirably  stated  in  the  course  of  the 
speech  in  which  he  moved  the  resolutions, 
to  endeavour  to  give  and  take.  I  certainly 
cannot  understand  how  any  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  can  expect  the  Convention  to  arrive 
at  any  definite  conclusion  at  all  unless  we 
are  prepared  to  give  as  well  as  to  take. 


Resolutions. 


407 


Federal  Constitution:  [16  March,  1891.] 


Colonel  Smith  :  We  are  to  give  every¬ 
thing  and  get  nothing  ! 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  It  is  unfortunate 
that  lion,  gentlemen  should  endeavour  to 
pit  the  house  of  representatives  against  the 
senate,  and  to  suppose  that  there  will  neces¬ 
sarily  be  a  spirit  of  antagonism  existing  be¬ 
tween  the  two  bodies.  1  do  not  think  there 
is  any  likelihood  of  a  spirit  of  antagonism 
existing  between  those  two  bodies  as  such. 
They  will  not  be  two  bodies  animated  by  a 
spirit  similar  to  that  which  now  animates 
the  two  branches  of  the  provincial  legis¬ 
latures.  That  was  pointed  out  at  very 
great  length  by  the  various  speakers  who 
discussed  the  question  in  open  Convention 
the  other  day ;  therefore,  I  need  not  refer 
to  the  subject  again.  But  there  is  all  the 
difference  in  the  w’orld,  as  was  pointed 
out,  between  the  constitution  of  the  senate, 
as  we  hope  to  frame  it,  and  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  upper  house  to  which  we  are 
accustomed  in  the  several  colonies.  Why 
should  there  be  any  antagonism  between 
those  two  bodies?  The  bon.  gentleman 
seemed  to  assume,  and  it  strikes  me  as 
being  very  fallacious  to  assume  anything 
of  the  kind,  that  on  any  great  question 
whicli  comes  before  the  federal  parliament 
there  will  necessarily  be  a  ranging  up  of 
all  the  smaller  colonies  on  the  one  side. 
Why  should  that  be  so  ?  Many  questions 
may  come  before  the  senate  for  considera¬ 
tion  which  may  have  the  greatest  pos¬ 
sible  interest  for,  say,  Tasmania,  and  which 
the  representatives  of  that  colony  may 
like  to  veto ;  but  in  which  they  will  not 
have  the  sympathy  of  Queensland  or  the 
sympatliy  of  Western  Australia ;  and, 
therefore,  it  strikes  me  as  being  w’rong 
altogether  to  assume  that  on  every  great 
financial  question  that  comes  before  the 
senate  all  the  small  colonies  w  ill  necessarily 
go  together  like  a  flock  of  sheep,  and  all 
their  representatives  will  vote  one  w’ay.  It 
is  a  very  poor  estimate,  I  think,  to  form 
of  a  body  such  as  we  hope  the  senate  will 


be.  I  do  not  think  w’e  can  do  better  than 
adopt  the  suggestion  made  early  in  the 
afternoon,  namely,  to  appoint  a  select  com¬ 
mittee,  consisting  of,  say,  the  premiei-s  of 
the  several  colonies,  and  probably  the  ex- 
premiei*s — two  members  from  each  colony 
— for  the  purpose  of  reconciling,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  differences  which  at  present 
separate  hon.  members  on  this  great  ques¬ 
tion,  and  of  suggesting  to  the  Convention 
the  most  suitable  form  of  compromise  which, 
in  their  opinion,  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  Before  the  Com¬ 
mittee  adjourns  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words 
on  what  appears  to  be  a  misapprehension 
as  to  my  motive  in  moving  the  amend¬ 
ment.  Many  hon.  members,  particularly 
the  hon.  members  for  Victoria,  have  com¬ 
plained  of  the  unprecedented  character  of 
the  motion.  These  hon.  gentlemen  appear 
to  have  entirely  forgotten  that  it  is  not 
the  motion,  but  the  antagonism,  which  is 
unprecedented.  No  confederation  has  ever 
been  formed  on  substantially  any  other 
principles  than  those  which  we  are  advo¬ 
cating  now".  The  very  essence  of  fedem- 
tion  is  the  enunciation  and  enforcement 
of  principles  such  as  those  which  w’e  seek 
to  set  up — the  preservation  of  the  entity 
of  the  states  as  well  as  the  recognition  of 
the  voice  of  the  individuals  in  the  whole 
federation.  An  hon.  gentleman  wdio  comes 
from  Victoria  endeavoured  by  a  false 
analogy — which,  by  the  way,  does  not 
seem  to  have  worked  very  w^ell — to  show 
that  because  in  Victoria,  for  instance,  the 
upper  house  has  no  power  to  alter  money 
bills,  therefore  no  such  power  should  be 
given  to  the  representatives  of  an  utterly 
different  character,  of  the  different  states. 
Even  in  Victoria,  where  the  franchise 
is  so  low  tliat  the  Legislative  Council 
represents  not  merely  the  richer  classes, 
but  all  the  w^orthy  of  the  poorer  classes, 
one  would  have  thought  that  there  ought 
to  be  much  greater  powder  in  the  legislative 
council  than  it  possesses  at  the  present  time. 
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But  ^vllethe^  that  be  so  or  not,  it  is  clear 
that  the  analogies  which  the  hon.  gentlemen 
who  have  objected  to  the  amendment  have 
endeavoured  to  draw  between  the  motion 
and  the  ordinary  responsible  government 
in  force  in  the  colonies  really  do  not  exist 
at  all.  I  do  not  now  propose  to  address 
the  Committee  at  any  length.  It  is  to  be 
regretted,  I  think,  that  any  hon.  members 
should  have  said  that,  unless  their  views 
are  carried  out,  federation,  as  far  as  they 
are  concerned,  is  at  an  end.  Neither  do  I 
think  that  any  hon.  member  is  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  make  any  such  declaration.  I  am 
certainly  not  in  a  position  to  make  any 
such  declaration  myself,  nor  do  I  believe 
that  any  of  my  colleagues  are.  I  am  also 
equally  willing  to  believe  that  the  Premier 
of  Victoria  does  not  altogether  speak  the 
voice  of  Yictoiia  when  he  states  that  un¬ 
less  his  extraordinary  and  unprecedented 
condition  is  introduced  into  the  federation 
— a  condition  such  as  has  never  been 
known  in  any  body  of  the  same  kind — 
Victoria  will  stand  out,  and  this  Conven¬ 
tion  will  break  up. 

Colonel  Smith  :  The  hon.  member  is  pro¬ 
posing  the  extraordinary  condition,  not  we ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  That  is  where 
the  misundei-standing  comes  in.  Tiie  con¬ 
dition  when  the  present  American  Consti¬ 
tution  was  formed - 

Mr.  Munro  :  Does  the  hon.  member 
propose  to  have  a  similar  constitution? 
Bet  us  understand  Avliat  we  are  doing  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  It  was  formed 
on  what  is  known  as  the  Connecticut  com¬ 
promise.  Under  that  compromise,  in  which 
the  smaller  states  thought  they  had  con¬ 
ceded  .so  much,  there  was  not  merely  the 
power  of  vetoing,  either  in  block  or  in 
detail,  but  the  power  of  amending  money 
bills,  as  well  as  other  bills — of  amending 
by  increasing,  as  well  as  by  reducing. 
Although  it  was  said  by  an  early  writer 
that  an  arrangement  was  made  whidi 
seemed  to  be  illogical,  so  far  as  our  finite 
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intelligence  can  be  applied  to  the  sub¬ 
ject,  still  the  logic  of  history  and  subse¬ 
quent  events  is  much  more  convincing 
than  the  intelligence  Ave  can  bring  to  bear 
on  any  given  subject  at  a  moinent^s  notice  ; 
and  we  know  as  a  fact  that  instead  of  the 
object  being  to  preserve  the  co  ordinate 
power  of  the  two  chambers,  that  authority 
has  been  preserved  by  the  method  adopted, 
and  that  instead  of  the  most  extraordinary 
and  unsatisfactory  result,  coupled  with 
universal  discontent,  which  ought  to  have 
logically  followed,  as  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Baker,  said  at  an  earlier  stage,  the  body  in 
the  state  legislature  which  is  admired  and 
revered  by  the  people  of  America  is  not  the 
people’s  house— the  House  of  Representa- 
tiv-es,  as  it  is  called — but  the  Senate,  which 
is  supposed  to  be  raised  to  a  lofty  sphere, 
which  the  people  can  neither  see  nor  under¬ 
stand.  Another  misunderstanding  runninir 
through  this  debate  is  this  :  it  has  been 
said  that  the  voice  of  the  people  must  be 
heard.  Of  course  it  must  be  heard.  The 
voice  of  the  people  wull  be  heard  in  the 
senate  as  w'ell  as  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives.  It  will  be  as  powerful, practically, in 
one  chamber  as  in  the  other.  The  electoral 
body  that  will  return  one  will  practically 
be  the  same  as  the  body  returning  the 
other,  with  this  difference  :  that  whereas 
the  whole  federation  returns  the  house  of 
representatives,  it  will  be  the  body  of  elec¬ 
tors  in  each  state  that  will  return  members 
who  'will  represent  them  in  the  senate. 
The  American  experiment,  which,  as  I  have 
said,  was  a  compromise,  has  '\vorked  won¬ 
derfully  -well.  Now,  the  smaller  colonies 
'N^diich  liav’e  been  so  much  reflected  upon, 
and  who  are  supposed  to  be  endeavouring 
to  arrogate  to  themselves  power  and  author¬ 
ity  to  overwhelm  the  larger  colonies,  ask 
for  less  than  the  smaller  states  of  America 
asked  for  in  their  time.  They  ask  for  the 
power  of  veto  in  detail  instead  of  in  the 
whole,  without  any  reference  to  the  power 
of  making  amendments  by  way  of  increase 
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or  reduction.  I  can  only  say,  as  Clive  said 
on  a  celebrated  occasion,  ‘‘  I  am  astonished 
at  our  own  moderation. I  think  that  tlie 
more  my  lion,  friend,  Mr.  Munro,  comes 
to  think  the  matter  out,  the  more  lie  will 
disabuse  his  mind  of  false  analogies,  and 
the  more  he  will  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  ho  was  mistaken  in  the  somewhat 
hasty  and  impetuous  view  he  expressed  in 
liisutterancesof  thisafternoon,  when  he  said 
that  he  spoke  for  the  peo])le  of  Victoria. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  move  : 

That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair, 
report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again  to¬ 
morrow. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  progress  reported. 

Convention  adjourned  at  5*35  p.m. 


TUESDA  r,  17  MARCH,  ISOl. 


Address — Federal  Constitution. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m, 
ADDRESS. 

Tlie  Secretary  read  the  following  tele¬ 
gram  : — 

To  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  Vice-President,  Federal 
Convention,  S^^dney. 

Copy  of  resolutions  posted  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Brisbane  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

1.  That  the  Australian  Federal  Convention, 
now  sitting  in  Sydney,  is  a  marked  event  in  the 
unfolding  of  Australian  national  life. 

2.  That  ‘  ‘  one  people,  one  destiny  ”  is  the  ideal 
of  a  nohle  aspiration,  which  in  the  hands  of  men 
alreadydistinguished  by  great  public  services,  in¬ 
spires  a  loyal  confidence  that  it  will  find  practical 
expression  in  a  lasting  Australian  constitution. 

3.  That  these  resolutions  be  signed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  and  transmitted  to 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  with  the  request  that  he 
will  be  good  enougli  to  hand  them  to  tlie  veteran 
statesman  and  President  of  the  Convention. 

J.  P.  De  Wixton, 

\  ice-President,  Brisbane  Cliamlierof  Commerce, 
and  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

1C  March,  1S91. 


FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION. 

7?i  Committee  : 

The  Chairman  :  The  question,  as 
amended,  is  : 

(1.)  A  Parliament,  to  consist  of  a  senate  and 
a  house  of  represen tativ’es,  the  former  consist¬ 
ing  of  an  equal  number  of  members  from  each 
colony,  to  be  elected  by  a  system  which  shall 
provide  for  the  periodical  retirement  of  one- 
third  of  the  members,  so  securing  to  the  body 
itself  a  perpetual  existence  combined  with  defi¬ 
nite  responsibility  to  the  electors,  the  latter  to 
1x1  elected  by  districts  formed  on  a  population 
basis,  and  to  possess  the  sole  power  of  originating 
all  bills  appropriating  revenue  or  imposing  taxa¬ 
tion. 

The  lion,  member,  Sir  John  Downer,  pro¬ 
posed  to  amend  this  question  by  adding  the 
following  words  : — 

Tlie  senate  to  have  the  power  of  rejecting  in 
whole  or  in  part  any  of  such  last-mentioned 
bills. 

It  has  since  been  proposed  by  way  of  amend¬ 
ment  by  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Wrixon  : 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  omitting 
all  the  words  after  the  first  word  “  Tlie  ”  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  their  place  the  following  : — 
“  senate  shall  have  equal  power  with  the  house 
of  representatives  in  respect  to  all  bills,  except 
money  bills,  bills  dealing  with  duties  of  customs 
and  excise,  and  the  annual  appropriation  bill, 
and  these  it  shall  be  entitled  to  reject  but  not 
to  amend.  The  act  of  union  shall  provide  that 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  include  in  the  annual 
appropriation  bill  any  matter  or  thing  other  tlian 
the  votes  of  supply  for  the  ordinary  service  of 
the  year.” 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  was  much  struck  by 
the  quotations  from  Mr.  Gladstone  made 
by  the  President  the  other  day.  Speak¬ 
ing  of  the  English  Constitution,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  quoted  liirn  as  saying  : 

More,  it  must  admitted,  than  any  other,  it 
leaves  open  doors  which  lead  into  blind  alleys, 
for  it  presumes  more  boldly  than  any  other  the 
good  sense  and  the  good  faith  of  those  who  work 
it. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  went  on  to  say  : 

The  success  of  any  constitution  framed  by  man, 
the  success  of  every  constitution,  call  it  what 
you  may,  must  depend  upon  the  good  sense,  sclf- 
restniint,  and  good  faith  of  those  who  work  it. 
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That  is  the  interpretation — it  is,  of  course, 
the  only  fair  interpretation — which  the 
President  has  put  on  the  woixls  of  Mr. 
Gladstone.  That  quotation  struck  me  when 
I  i*ead  it.  I  did  not  hear  the  address,  but 
I  read  it  as  soon  as  possible  afterwards. 
In  relation  to  this  question  of  the  powders 
of  the  senate,  that  quotation  has  appeared 
to  me  to  be  an  argument  which  applies 
with  singular  force  to  the  whole  of  the 
views  which  are  held  on  each  side  of  this 
question.  If  the  British  Constitution  itself, 
so  elastic  as  it  is,  is  only  a  workable  and 
smoothly  working  machine,  in  proportion 
as  those  who  work  it  are  self-reliant,  self¬ 
restraining,  and  discreet,  of  course  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  any  other  constitution 
labouring,  as  any  subsequent  constitution 
must  labour,  under  the  misfortune  of  being 
partly  wiitten,  will  work  with  thorough 
satisfaction  unless  subject  to  the  same — 
shall  I  call  them — lubricating  influences. 
But  I  take  it  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
more  than  that  in  the  meaning  of  this 
quotation,  because,  turning  again  to  what 
the  President  said  : 

Whichever  way  we  frame  our  constitution  the 
rule  of  discretion  and  good  sense  that  guides  us 
must  inevitably  be  the  same. 

Although  the  argument  appeared  to  be 
put  forward  mainly  in  laudation  of  the 
British  Constitution  and  to  a  certain  extent 
in  disparagement  of  the  propositions  that 
have  l>een  made — that  is,  which  had  been 
then  made  in  debate  and  w’'hich  have  now 
taken  a  more  specific  form  in  this  Com¬ 
mittee — still  the  force  of  the  argument 
ought  to  be  the  same  whichever  way  we 
frame  our  constitution,  and  the  words  them¬ 
selves  uttered,  I  think  I  may  fairly  say,  the 
strongest  rebuke  to  all  those,  whichever 
place  they  may  come  from,  who  have  made 
threats  that  they  will  leave  us  in  our 
deliberations.  Surely  if  that  is  the  rule 
under  which  con.stitutions  are  tobeworked, 
it  is  the  rule  under  which  thay  are  to 
be  made.  According  to  the  prescience 
\Mr.  Barton, 


which  the  experience  of  Mr.  Gladstone, 
as  here  denoted,  gives  us,  it  is  with  that 
prescience  we  know  that,  however  we  may 
err  in  allotting  too  much  or  too  little 
powder  to  this  or  that  body,  we  still  have 
the  good  sense  of  an  English-born  race  to 
carry  us  through,  and  we  ought,  at  any 
rate,  to  exhibit  that  amount  of  good  faith 
in  each  other  which  should  forbid  us  from 
saying  if  you  do  not  accept  this  or  that 
proposition  we  will  leave  the  Convention. 
It  does  seem  to  be  scarcely  a  worthy,  and 
scarcely  a  dignified,  jx)sition  for  any  body 
of  representatives,  sent  here  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  assisting  to  frame  a  constitution, 
to  take  up,  to  resent,  as  some  appeared  to 
resent,  the  investigation  ‘of  their  argu¬ 
ments.  Surely  it  is  for  the  investigation 
of  arguments  that  we  are  here  before 
we  decide.  And  when  gentlemen  tell 
us,  when  we  investigate  their  arguments 
somewhat  more  closely  than  is  agreeable 
to  them,  that  the  next  thing  we  shall 
have  to  investigate  will  be  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  their  carpet  bags,  it  does  seem  that 
they  are,  not  making  too  large  a  demand 
on  our  patience ;  but  exhibiting  a  spirit  at 
variance  wdth  that  spirit  of  compromise 
which  they  have  all  professed  to  have  so 
much  at  heart. 

Colonel  Smith  :  The  compromise  is  all 
on  one  side ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  It  is  like  the  Irish- 
man’s  reciprocity — it  is  all  on  one  side. 

Colonel  Smith  :  We  are  to  do  all  the 
compromising  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  The  hon.  member  says 
he  does  all  the  compromising.  I  do  not 
think  that  is  so ;  but  he  may  have  com¬ 
promised  his  case  to  some  extent  yester- 
hy  his  speech  with  which  I  will  deal 
presently.  Any  other  idea  of  compromise 
does  not  seem  to  have  entered  his  head. 
If  we  are  to  start  on  what  has  been  called 
the  do  ut  des^  or  give-and-take  principle 
in  forming  our  constitution,  I  venture  to 
say  to  this  Convention  we  are  beginning  to 
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make  threats  a  great  deal  too  early,  and  I, 
for  one,  having  the  great  confidence  that  1 
have  in  our  hon.  friends  from  Victoria, 
and  other  hon.  members  from  elsewhere, 
have  not  tlie  least  expectation,  until  the 
Convention  has  done  its  labours,  of  see¬ 
ing  the  pattern  of  their  portmanteaux. 
Now,  there  was  another  portion  of  the 
President’s  address  which  seemed  to  me 
to  throw  a  good  deal  of  light  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  adjustment  of  the 
powers  of  the  two  houses  of  the  general 
government  should  be  proceeded  with. 
The  Pre.sident  told  us  that  in  the  senate 

we  seek  to  create  as  lofty,  as  dignified,  an  upper 
chanil)er  as  we  can,  and  we  seek  to  create  it  as 
nearly  on  the  British  model  as  we  can. 

Whether  the  latter  portion  be  entirely 
accurate  or  not,  I  shall  not  undertake  to 
say  for  the  moment,  because  I  Bee  certain 
amendments  on  the  business- paper  as  to 
which  I  may  have  to  express  an  opinion 
at  a  later  stage,  and  which  may  throw 
some  doubt  on  the  statement.  We  are 
also  told  that  a  senate  ought  to  possess 
the  “elements  of  a  moral  and  just  con¬ 
servatism,”  and  the  President  interpreted 
those  elements  in  this  way.  He  said  that 
they  were 

those  elements  arising  from  experience,  from 
matured  judgment,  from  public  probity,  from 
steadfastness  of  purpose,  and  from  the  trust 
which  is  imposed  in  certain  individuals  as  the 
growth  of  time. 

That  is  a  collocation  of  a  large  number  of 
the  very  highest  attributes  that  could  re¬ 
pose  in  legislators,  and  it  being  the  high 
ideal  which  our  President  has,  what  struck 
me  as  being,  at  any  rate,  the  subject  of 
some  speculation,  was  this :  Why,  after 
having  created  such  a  body  as  this  for  the 
avowed  object  of  conserving  state  interests 
among  other  things,  should  we  propose  to 
degrade  this  body  by  refusing  them  in  the 
greatest  emergencies  the  right  to  stand  by 
those  very  interests  ?  If  you  do  this,  you 
will  have  either  an  altogether  degraded 


senate — a  senate  which  will  not  be  the  object 
of  any  man’s  ambition — or,  if  you  call  to 
that  senate,  if  you  succeed  in  getting  into 
it  men  such  as  the  President  has  so  worth¬ 
ily  and  eloquently  described,  what  will  be 
the  result  *\  If  they  are  a  body  of  mature 
judgment  and  experience,  if  they  are  a 
lofty  and  dignified  body,  is  it  a  spectacle 
for  a  free  constitution  that  we  should  at 
any  time  see  them  sitting  with  folded 
anns  while  the  intere.sts  which  they  w^ere 
elected  to  guard  are  passing  away  for 
everl  Surely  it  is  not  making  a  consti¬ 
tution  if  we  proceed  in  that  way.  If  we 
proceed  to  work  up  to  and  to  realise  an 
idea  of  this  kind,  and  then  having  created 
almost  the  summum  honurn  of  legisla¬ 
tive  power,  knock  the  veiy  power  out 
of  its  hands  by  a  couple  of  words  in 
a  federal  constitution,  surely  we  rather 
mock  than  make  a  constitution.  That 
is  the  view  which  struck  me  as  one 
which  was,  at  any  rate,  tenable  from  the 
remarks  made  by  the  President.  After 
all,  it  comes  back  to  the  quotation  from 
Mr.  Gladstone.  The  working  of  any  con¬ 
stitution  will  depend  upon  the  discretion 
and  good  sense  of  those  who  frame  it,  and 
live  under  it,  and  it  is  not  because  that 
discretion  and  good  sense  have  had  to  be 
invoked  countless  times  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  a  constitution — I  use  the  term 
with  the  utmost  reverence — of  the  loose 
character  of  the  English  Constitution,  that 
we  are  to  argue,  that  when  we  make  a 
constitution  of  a  more  defined  character 
that  good  sense  will  fly  away  if  you  im¬ 
port  a  federal  government.  Surely  that 
is  not  a  good  deduction  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  race  to  which  we  belong,  or  from 
the  work  which  we  ourselves  have  done  in 
the  making  of  constitutions.  But  we  are 
told  that  we  are  now  attempting  to  create 
two  houses  having  an  equal  power  to  deal 
with  money  bills  as  they  think  fit.  I 
venture  to  say,  however,  that  none  of  us 
are  in  any  way  seeking  to  confer  with 
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respect  to  money  bills,  an  equal  power  on 
the  two  houses.  Those  who  have  been 
strongest  in  their  advocacy  of  this  conser¬ 
vation  of  state  interests  to  the  mutual 
satisfaction  of  the  2)arties  to  tliis  compact 
have  admitted  all  along  that  there  is  an  ulti¬ 
mate  j:>ower  which  will  vest  in  the  hands 
of  the  people.  They  begin  with  the  power 
of  origination,  which  in  itself,  as  any  one’s 
experience  of  parliamentary  procedure  will 
tell  him,  as  a  sole  jiower  involves  i^racti- 
cally  the  ultimate  control.  Eut  it  has  not 
been  contended  by  the  strongest  advocate 
of  state  rights  here  that  under  all  circum¬ 
stances  and  in  all  events  the  veto  which 
the  senate  may  impose  in  whole  or  in  part 
is  to  be  immovable  and  unchangeable. 

Mr.  Muxeo  :  Yes  ! 

Mr.  Moore  :  No ! 

Mr.  BARTON  ;  It  has  not  been  con¬ 
tended. 

jMr.  Munro  :  Yes,  by  every  one  on  that 
side ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  say  that  it  has  not 
been  contended — at  least  that  is  my  view. 
Every  one  of  the  speakers,  so  far  as  I  can 
understand  his  meaning,  .seemed  to  couple 
his  strong  assertion  of  the  necessity  of 
guarding  these  interests  with  the  allowance 
that  when  matters  came  to  a  deadlock  or 
a  crisis,  there  must  be  some  mode  of  settle¬ 
ment,  and  most  of  them  concurred  in  say¬ 
ing  that  in  the  ultimate  resort  there  must 
be  some  method  provided  by  which  the 
people  could  decide  either  directly  or  other¬ 
wise. 

Mr.  Y  Rixox ;  That  was  said  only  by 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray  1 

Mr.  BARTON ;  It  is  tlie  impression 
which  I  have  gained  from  the  debates,  and 
I  think  that  if  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Munro,  had  listened  to  and  read  these 
debates  with,  perhaps,  a  little  lessof  the  idea 
that  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  were  attempt¬ 
ing  to  make  some  fixed  and  immovable 
thing  which  would  be  as  hard  to  get  rid  of 
as  one  of  Cleopatra’s  Needles,  if  he  thonr^ht 
[Afr,  Barton,  ^ 


for  a  moment  that  those  who  were  op¬ 
posed  to  him  were  nearly  one  and  all  con¬ 
ceding  that  there  must  be  at  any  rate 
some  means  of  removing  friction  and  ter¬ 
minating  deadlocks,  I  think  we  should 
not  have  had  this  recoui-se  to  caiqiet  bags  in¬ 
stead  of  argument.  It  is  a  very  great  mis¬ 
take  to  say  that  we  are  attempting  to  con¬ 
stitute  two  co-equal  houses.  There  is  no  one 
here  whose  remarks  I  can  interpret  in  that 
sense  at  all.  Certainly,  strongly  as  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  express  myself  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  I  have  no  consciousness  of  havin^^ 
attempted  to  assert  that  any  such  unalter¬ 
able  position  should  be  taken  up,  nor  have 
I  gathered  the  same  from  the  remarks  of 
any  one  else  who  has  taken  part  in  the 
debate.  And  now  I  would  ask  those  who 
have  given  utterance  to  something  like  ex¬ 
treme  intentions  on  a  supposition  such  as 
I  have  described,  to  j^Ruse  a  minute  to  see 
whether  there  is  not  amongst  us  some 
means  of  arriving  at  a  reasonable  conclu¬ 
sion  which  will  not  be  all  giving  on  one 
side  or  all  taking  on  the  other.  It  is  not, 
as  it  has  been  described,  a  newfangled  pro¬ 
posal  that  has  been  made.  It  is  not,  as  it 
has  been  described,  something  entirely  un- 
English  and  utterly  opposed  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  constitutional  government,  bc- 
cau.se,  although  I,  for  one,  agree  with  the 
President  in  saying  that  we  are  not  here 
to  makeany  mere  transcript  of  the  American 
Constitution,  I  think  that  we  must  concede 
that  it  was  a  highly  English  population 
which  framed  the  American  Senate;  and 
we  must  all  concede  that  that  constitution 
was  framed  with  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  constitutional  history  of  the  country 
from  which  its  authors  had  sj^riing  and  with, 
so  far  as  it  might  be,  a  desire  in  wdiat 
they  considered  safe  limits  to  imitate  the 
model  that  exLsted  for  their  emulation  and 
their  w'onder.  But  it  is  not  proposed  to  set 
up  the  American  Senate  as  part  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  now  to  be  framed.  The  American 
Senate  has  powers  very  much  wider  and 
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very  much  larger  than  any  that  are  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  given  by  any  proposal 
tliat  has  been  made  in  this  Convention. 
To  begin  witli,  the  limitation  of  the  co¬ 
ordinate  rights  of  the  American  Senate  is 
purely  with  regard  to  bills  for  raising  re¬ 
venue,  that  is  to  say,  taxation  bills;  and 
with  regard  to  bills  of  appropriation  of  the 
expenditure — as  far  as  the  Constitution  is 
concerned,  there  is  absolutely  no  limit  upon 
their  originating  or  co-ordinate  powers. 
That  has  never  been  proposed  or  suggested 
for  a  moment,  nor  has  it  been  suggested 
that  the  senate  should  be  the  depo.sitory 
of  these  very  large  powers  which  accom¬ 
pany  its  existence  in  the  American  Con¬ 
stitution.  I  refer  to  certain  rights  with 
regard  to  impeachment,  and  to  certain 
other  executive  rights  which  Iicre  there  is 
no  intention  and  no  dream  of  conferrinsr 
upon  such  a  body.  But  it  is  sought  to  be 
shown  that  where  the  citizen  has  to  be 
represented,  first  through  the  national  as¬ 
sembly,  and  next  through  another  cham¬ 
ber,  that  where  his  representation  in  those 
two  bodies  is  the  sum  total  of  his  repre¬ 
sentation,  to  take  away  any  portion  of 
that  full  sum  of  representation  is  not  in 
furtherance  of  the  spirit  of  democracy,  but 
it  is  a  lopping  down  of  the  representation 
to  which  the  democracy  ouglit  not  to  con¬ 
sent.  That  is  the  position — and  it  is  not  an 
“  extremely  conservative”  position — which 
those  who  contend  for  a  fair  measure  of 
power  in  the  senate  are  now  occupying. 
If  a  citizen  is  to  be  represented — and  we 
have  it  on  high  authority — the  authority 
quoted  the  other  day,  of  Sir  William  Jones 
— that  the  only  men  who  can  constitute 
a  state  are  high-minded  men,  who  can  see 
their  riglits,  and,  having  a  just  conception 
of  them,  dare  maintain  them — if  that  is 
the  definition  of  a  state,  then  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  such  a  state  are  representa¬ 
tives  of  such  men,  and  if  the  representatives 
of  the  state  in  the  senate  are  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  such  men,  and  such  a  body  as 
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the  President  has  described  them,  then  it 
is  wresting  some  of  the  citizen’s  power  of 
representation  out  of  his  liands  to  say, 
‘‘  As  much  as  the  house  of  representatives 
may  do  anywhere  else,  it  shall  do  and  may 
do  here ;  but,  as  much  as  under  any  other 
federal  constitution  you  know  of  the  other 
chamber  may  do,itshall  not  do.”  That  isnot 
giving  his  full  sum  of  representation  ;  it  is 
taking  something  away;  so  that,  afterall,  the 
whole  proce.ss  that  is  propo.sed  has  nothing 
un-English  about  it,  because  it  is  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  confer  a  full  measure  of  repre¬ 
sentation,  instead  of  taking  any  of  it  away. 
That  also  lets  some  light  upon  another 
branch  of  the  question,  because  it  Las  been 
said  that  there  is  some  analogy  between 
the  senate  proposed  and  other  upper  cham¬ 
bers  ;  and  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Deakin, 
said  something  about  the  experience  of 
constitutions  in  British  countries.  Now, 
the  experience  of  constitutions  in  British 
countries,  with  the  exception  of  Canada, 
is  not  the  experience  of  federation  at  all, 
and  so  far  as  it  applies  to  Canada  there 
are  provisions  in  the  Canadian  Constitu¬ 
tion  which  tend  at  present,  and  may  tend 
strongly  ultimately,  to  convert  that  con¬ 
stitution  more  into  an  amalgamation  than 
a  federation,  to  minimise  the  powers  of  the 
states,  and  to  exalt  those  of  tlie  genei*al 
bo<ly.  Now,  it  seems  to  be  an  accepted 
concession  on  all  hands  that  the  powers  to 
be  given  to  the  federal  body  by  this  Con¬ 
vention,  so  far  as  it  can  induce  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  respective  parliaments,  are 
to  be,  without  speaking  of  the  American 
or  Canadian  system  at  all,  rather  those 
powers  which  are  expressed  as  necessary 
and  incidental  to  thepurposesof  federation, 
and  not  those  which  come  within  the  larse 
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range  of  powders  included  in  such  a  clause  as 
exists  in  constitutions  giving  the  residuary 
power  to  the  general  body.  If  that  is 
the  intention,  you  cannot  carry  it  out 
without  giving  adequate  power  to  both 
your  houses,  because,  by  so  much  as  you 
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depart  from  that,  if  you  give  too  much 
power  to  the  senate,  you  tend  to  exalt  the 
federal  idea  to  the  suppression  of  the 
national  idea ;  and  if  you  do  the  converse, 
as  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  I  am 
afraid,  wishes  to  do,  you  tend  to  exalt  the 
national  idea  in  the  direction  of  unification 
or  amalgamation,  to  the  destruction  of 
the  federal  idea.  That,  I  am  sure,  is  not 
the  mandate  which  hon.  members  bear  from 
their  respective  parliaments  ;  it  is  not  the 
mandate  which  any  one  of  our  parliaments 
has  given  us.  We  are  told  in  that  man¬ 
date — reading  behind  the  words  in  which 
that  mandate  is  couched — we  are  told  that 
the  kind  of  federation  which  Australia  will 
tolerate,  the  kind  of  federation  which  I  hope 
it  may  grow  to  love,  is  that  which  does  not 
suppress  or  tend  to  minimise  the  powere 
of  the  several  states  beyond  those  matters 
which  are  expressly  taken  away  from  them. 
Then,  I  submit  that  by  so  much  as  you 
diminish  that  portion  of  the  sura  of  repre¬ 
sentation  of  a  citizen  which  lies  in  the 
senate,  you  will  exalt  the  national  and 
diminish  the  federal  principle  j  by  so  much 
as  you  topple  over  on  the  other  side  you  are 
doing  precisely  the  converse.  Then,  what 
you  have  to  do  is  to  see  that  you  do  jus¬ 
tice,  and  to  do  justice  in  this  matter  can 
never  be  consummated  by  bringing  about 
such  an  engrossment  of  power  into  the 
hands  of  a  national  body  as  would  result  in 
the  minimising  of  the  states  who  have  never 
given  any  such  mandate  to  their  representa¬ 
tives.  On  that  ground  we  are  entitled  and 
bound  to  report  a  strong  senate  to  our  parlia¬ 
ments  as  a  desirable  provision  in  tlie  consti¬ 
tution.  I  submit  that  if  we  take  away  from 
the  senate  the  power  of  vetoing  money 
bills,  unless  they  veto  them  altogether,  we 
shall  so  cripple  that  body,  that  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  report  to  our  parliaments 
that  which  I  believe  they  want.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  talk  about  the  struggles  that 
have  taken  place.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  whole  of  the  struggle  in  England  has 
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been  “  to  wrest  from  irresponsible  power 
the  right  to  deal  with  taxation  and  the 
revenues  of  the  country.”  There  is  no  en¬ 
deavour  to  give  to  an  irresponsible  power 
the  right  to  deal  with  taxation  and  the  re¬ 
venues  of  the  country.  If  there  is  anybody 
who  doubts  that  I  would  refer  hinj  to  the 
resolution  which  we  are  considering,  and 
which,  referring  to  the  senate,  says  ; 

So  securing  to  the  body  itself  a  perpetual  ex¬ 
istence  combined  with  definite  responsibility  to 
the  electors. 

The  doctrine  of  the  denial  of  interference 
in  any  way  with  money  bills  springs  out 
of  the  maxim  that  taxation  and  representa¬ 
tion  shall  go  hand  in  hand.  Where  you 
have  two  representative  bodies,  then  to  the 
extent  of  the  proportion  of  representation 
which  you  give  the  second  chamber,  you 
are  entitled,  having  faith  in  that  maxim 
to  give  it  the  power  of  interference  with 
money  bills.  Now  we  are  told  that  such 
a  provision  as  this  cannot  be  grafted  on  to 
any  constitution  in  a  British  land.  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Clark,  what  he 
thinks  of  that,  because,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  there  has  been  a  power  of  amend¬ 
ment  in  the  Constitution  of  Tasmania ; 
and  although  there  may  have  been  little 
tiffs,  as  there  are  sometimes  between  mar¬ 
ried  prople,  still,  the  constitution  of  that 
country  on  the  whole  has  worked  well. 
There  has  been  no  deviation  from  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  responsible  government,  and  it  ex¬ 
ists  wdth  a  power  in  its  upper  chamber — too 
large  apower,  perhaps,  to  conferon  an  upper 
chamber  under  the  circumstances — which 
has  not  tended  to  the  subversion  of  re¬ 
sponsible  government,  and  wliich  has  cer¬ 
tainly  not  been  any  impediment  to  the 
smooth  and  constitutional  working  of  it 
Therefore,  if  we  appeal  to  experience,  we 
have,  at  any  rate  in  this  direction,  one 
clear  experience. 

Mr.  Burgess  :  It  has  been  for  the 
general  good  ! 

Mr.  Fysu  :  South  Australia  also  I 
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Mr.  BARTON :  In  South  Australia 
there  is  a  degree  of  experience  in  the  same 
direction  ;  but  I  am  not  going  to  enter 
into  that  matter.  In  Tasmania  there  is  a 
perfectly  well-defined  experience  in  the 
same  direction,  that  is,  as  connected  with 
the  working  of  responsible  government, 
and  that  of  itself  seems  to  solve  a  great 
many  of  the  difficulties  which  hon.  gentle¬ 
men  have  felt  when  they  have  suggested 
that  the  giving  of  powers  of  amendment 
or  veto  in  detail  to  a  second  chamber  is 
incompatible  with  the  working  of  respon¬ 
sible  government.  It  cannot  be  so.  We 
have  proved  that  it  is  not  so  in  the  work¬ 
ing  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Would  the  hon.  member 
say  that  the  South  Australian  upper  house 
can  alter  the  details  of  an  appropriation 
bill? 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  was  not  saying  any¬ 
thing  of  the  kind.  I  was  appealing  to  the 
Constitution  of  Tasmania  which  contains 
the  power  of  amendment. 

Sir  J oiiN  Bray  :  Does  the  hon.  member 
say  that  it  expressly  contains  the  power  of 
amendment? 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  believe  that  there  is 
some  power  in  that  direction. 

Sir  J OHN  Bray  :  Does  the  hon.  member 
say  that  the  constitution  expressly  vests 
the  power  of  amendment  in  the  council  in 
Tasmania  ? 

Mr.  BARTON  :  In  Tasmania,  if  I  re¬ 
collect. 

Mr.  jFysh  :  The  power  is  an  implied 
one,  but  the  practice  is  such  1 

Mr.  BARTON  :  The  point  is  not  a  very 
important  one,  because  the  question  is  as 
to  the  working  of  responsible  government 
where  the  powder  of  amendment  is  exer¬ 
cised,  and  if  the  upper  chamber  in  Tas¬ 
mania  has  been  in  the  habit  of  exercising 
the  power  of  amendment — sometimes  the 
upper  house  have  done  it  even  here,  and 
have  survived,  notwithstanding  all  they 


have  heard  by  way  of  withering  denuncia¬ 
tion  of  themselves - 

Colonel  Smith  :  TJiat  is  the  worst  of  it 
— they  do  survive  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion.  I  always  notice  that  the  time  of 
practical  politicians  generally  comes  when 
they  have  done  representing  such  places  £is 
Ballarat,  and  take  a  seat  in  the  nominee 
or  upper  chamber;  and  we  always  find 
that  on  those  occasions  there  is  a  singular 
silence  on  subjects  of  this  kind. 

Colonel  Smith  :  We  have  no  nominee 
chamber  there.  It  is  elective  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  know  it  is,  and  I  re¬ 
collect  that  a  very  popular  leader,  under 
whom  my  hon.  friend  served,  has  found 
occasion  of  late  years  to  sigh  for  a  nominee 
chamber  in  the  interest  of  democracy. 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  would  notallow  him  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  know  that  my  hon. 
friend,  Mr.  Munro,  would  not  allow  him 
if  he  could  help  it.  My  hon.  friend,  Mr. 
Munro,  when  we  were  yesterday  discuss¬ 
ing,  and  he  was  saying  something  on  the 
subject  of  those  powers,  said,  “  We  have 
the  representatives  of  the  larger  colonies 
joining  to  insist  on  this.’’  Some  one  made 
an  interjection  with  reference  to  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  New  South  W  ales,  and  his  answer 
was,  “Those  others  are  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council.” 

Mr.  Munro  :  In  Victoria  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  thought  with  regard 
to  New  South  Wales  too. 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  said  nothing  about  New 
South  Wales  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  It  does  not  matter 
whether  it  applies  to  New  South  Wales  or 
to  Victoria.  But  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Munro,  is 
under  the  impression  that  the  argument  of 
a  member  of  this  Convention,  duly  sent 
here  under  powers  which  he  recognises,  is 
weakened  by  the  fact  that  he  belongs  to 
either  a  nominee  or  an  elective  upper 
house.  If  he  thinks  that  the  argument 
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is  weakened,  and  thinks  less  of  it  for  that 
reason,  I  ask  whetlier  he  imputes  a  motive 
to  those  who  belong  to  nominee  chambers  ? 

Mr.  Muxro  :  I  was  not  talking  of  nom¬ 
inee  chambers  at  all ! 

Mr.  BARTON :  1  will  say  with  regard 
to  elective  chambers.  Has  the  lion,  member 
found  that  the  advocacy  of  the  principle  of 
representation  of  the  states  in  fair  strength 
in  the  federal  senate  is  confined  to  members 
of  the  elective  house  in  Victoria  ?  Has  he 
found  that  in  his  reading,  or  that  the  large 
body  of  authorities  who  have  dealt  ably 
\Yith  this  question,  and  whom  one  cannot 
read  too  closely,  are  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  granting  of  such  powers  to  second 
chambers  where  the  federal  principle  pre¬ 
vails,  and  have  added  their  own  meed  of 
admiration  of  the  ability,  the  vigour,  and 
the  touch  kept  with  the  people  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  With¬ 
out  talking  of  making  any  mere  transcript, 
let  us  look  at  this  one  fact — that,  with  a 
people  perhaps  the  most  democratic  in  the 
world,  we  find  that  their  veneration  and 
respect  for  that  chamber,  their  confidence 
in  it,  is  not  only  as  great  as  it  is  for  what 
is  called  the  popular  chamber,  but  is 
even  greater.  That  is  a  sufficient  answer 
by  itself  to  any  argument  based  on  the 
mere  question  of  the  support  of  a  certain 
conviction  by  a  member  of  an  elective 
upper  house.  But,  going  back  from  that, 

I  come  now  to  what  was  said  by  my  hon. 
fiiend.  Colonel  Smith.  My  hon.  friend 
expressed  a  great  deal  of  dread  as  to  what 
would  happen  if  the  smaller  colonies  were 
intrusted  through  their  representatives  in 
the  senate  with  the  powers  here  claimed ; 
and  he  pointed  out  that,  "with  respect  to 
other  matters,  he  was  in  accord  with  the 
resolution,  which  offered  them  equal  re¬ 
presentation  on  the  senate  ;  but  he  wished 
to  confine  their  powers  with  regard  to 
Bioney  bills.  Well,  if  he  has  confidence 
in  their  patriotism  in  this  regard,  and  if 
he  admits  that  under  the  resolution  to 
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which  he  has  assented,  or  a  portion  of 
which,  at  any  rate,  may  be  said  to  have 
passed  its  second  reading,  tliey  are  to  be 
representative  bodies  —  representative  of 

the  states  which  send  them  there _ wliy 

should  he  for  a  moment  decline  to  place  iu 
their  hands  with  regard  to  money  legisla¬ 
tion  some  modicum  of  the  power  which 
he  would  give  them  with  regard  to  general 
legislation  ? 

Colonel  Smith  :  A  modicum,  but  not 
the  whole  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  The  hon.  member  is 
willing  to  give  them  that  which  is  practi¬ 
cally  of  no  effect.  I  may  as  well  point 
out  now  what  is  so  frequently  the  result. 

I  am  not  going  to  argue  from  what  I  am 
about  to  say  that  upper  houses  elsewhere 
should  have  these  powers  of  amending  or 
vetoing  in  detail  money  bills,  because  that 
is  beside  the  present  question.  But  we 
have  found  that  wdiere  that  is 

denied  the  friction  is  greater  than  where 
the  power  is  granted,  and  the  necessity 
of  the  case  points  out  why  the  fric¬ 
tion  is  greater — because,  where  the  powder 
is  denied,  the  immense  probability  in  a 
large  class  of  cases  of  money  bills  is  that, 
where  there  is  a  matter  of  principle  in¬ 
volved,  affecting  rights  which  they  think 
should  be  conserved — this  is  a  very  im¬ 
portant  matter  when  you  come  to  con¬ 
sider  it  with  regard  to  a  federal  senate — 
the  result  of  confining  the  power  of  veto 
to  veto  e^n  bloc  is  this  :  either  a  good  mea¬ 
sure  of  public  policy  is  lost,  because  with¬ 
out  rejecting  it  the  second  chamber  cannot 
preserve  the  rights  which  it  has  in  its 
keeping,  or  the  measure  of  public  policy 
is  [)assed  for  the  sake  of  its  policy  ;  and  in 
passing  it,  the  right  or  principle  which 
should  be  conserved  for  the  public  safety 
is  utterly  sacrificed.  That  result  cannot 
be  good,  for  in  seeking  federation  there 
would  be  .sacrifice  either  of  the  public 
policy  of  the  nation  or  of  the  interest  of 
the  state,  and  if  there  is  a  way  out  of 
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tlio  (.lilliculty  by  which  that  sacrifice  need 
not  occur,  why  should  we  not  adopt  it?  I 
do  not  say  any  more  than  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  John  Bray,  says,  that  this  power 
of  veto  slioiild  be  final  and  conclusive. 
Let  us  set  our  ingenuity  to  \vork  ;  Jet  us 
appoint  a  committee  on  that  subject,  if  need 
be,  to  find  out  some  means  of  accommoda¬ 
ting  this  conflict.  But  do  not  let  us  talk 
about  packing  our  portmanteaux  the  first 
difficulty  wo  see.  Wlien  people  see  lions  in 
tlie  path  the  best  thing  for  them  is  to  drop 
their  portmanteaux  and  not  to  pack  them. 

Colonel  Smith  :  The  hon.  member  can¬ 
not  get  over  the  carpet  bag  ! 

3Ir.  BARTON :  I  cannot.  When  I 
have  heard  my  genial  friend.  Colonel  Smith, 
speak  of  his  enjoyment  of  his  stay  in 
Sydney  the  idea  of  his  taking  flight  in  that 
way  causes  me  more  a.stonishment  than  lam 
prepare<l  to  express.  There  is  one  thing  I 
should  like  to  instanceasthrowingconsider- 
able  light  upon  this  question.  Supposingthat 
some  of  the  threats  we  have  heard  were  ful¬ 
filled.  Supposing,  for  instance,  that  a  jot 
too  much  power  in  the  estimation  of  my 
hon.  friend,  Mr.  Munro,  and  his  colleagues, 
were  conferred  on  the  federal  .senate — that 
jot  which  was  a  little  bit  too  much  for 
them — and  that  this  exodus  did  take  place, 
and  we  were  unable  to  form  this  federation 
from  the  want  of  our  hon.  friends.  What 
would  be  the  result  of  that  ?  It  cannot  be 
supposed  that  these  colonies  would  keep 
apart  always.  I  am  not  going  to  threaten 
my  hon.  friend,  !Mr.  Munro,  as  a  certain 
other  colony  was  threatened  yesterday, 
with  the  formation  of  another  and  an  out¬ 
side  federation.  But  I  am  going  to  sup¬ 
pose  this  case  :  that  thinking  better  of  the 
policy  of  entire  isolation  some  five  or  six 
years  hence — I  hope,  of  course,  he  will  still 
be  in  office,  and  that  there  will  be  a  coali¬ 
tion  ministry  including  my  other  two  hon. 
friends — Victoria  has  always  been  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  the  colony  most  eager  for 
federation  ;  and  supposing  that  it  became 
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again  ready  for  federation  with  New  South 
Wales,  after  the  sudden  death  of  the 
principle  in  its  heart,  after  the  space  of 
five  years,  what  w^ould  happen  then  ?  By 
that  time,  at  the  present  rate  of  increase 
in  the  population  of  the  respective  colo¬ 
nics,  the  population  of  Victoria  would  be 
1,250,000,  and  that  of  New  South  Wales, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  w'ould  be  1,500,000. 
A  popular  assembly,  formed  at  the  ratio 
of  one  member  to  every  25,000  pei*sons, 
would  give  sixty  representatives  to  New 
South  Wales  and  fifty  representatives  to 
Victoria.  Now,  supposing  the  two  colonies 
came  to  terms,  and  had  a  little  convention 
of  their  own,  just  as  we  are  holding  our 
Convention  to-day,  but  on  a  much  smaller 
scale.  We  should  then  have  the  question 
of  the  powders  of  tlie  senate  taken  into 
consideration.  It  would,  of  course,  be 
conceded  by  New  South  Wales,  as  it  is 
conceded  to-day,  that  the  representation 
ill  the  senato  should  be  equal ;  but  if  my 
hon.  friend.  Sir  Henry  Parkes — supposing 
him  then  still  to  be  leading  the  cause  of 
federation,  as  we  all  trust  he  may  be  if  it 
is  not  accomplished  in  the  meantime — 
said, as  he  would  say  to-day,  Your  senate 
may  have  the  po^ver  of  rejection.  Tlie 
senate  in  which  we  are  equally  repre¬ 
sented  may  have  the  power  of  rejection  ; 
the  house  of  representatives  shall  have 
the  sole  pow'er  of  origination,  and  there 
shall  be  no  pow’er  of  amendment,”  what 
would  be  the  retort  of  Victoria?  ‘‘Your 
sixty  representatives  in  the  low'er  chamber 
would  swamp  our  fifty,  and  where  should 
we  be  ?  ”  I  imagine,  whether  my  hon. 
friend  remained  in  ofiice  until  then  or  not, 
we  should  have  a  very  prompt  recognition 
— not  only  a  recognition, but  a  very  prompt 
and  sturdy  assertion — of  the  principle  of 
state  rights  as  far  as  it  is  involved  in 
giving  the  power  of  veto  in  detail. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Not  a  bit  of  it! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  IVEy  lion,  friend  thinks 
not.  Let  him  wait  until  he  conies  to  that 
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position,  if  lie  ever  does.  T  would  suggest 
to  him  that  instead  of  raising  that  diffi¬ 
culty,  he  should  accept  a  reasonable  solu¬ 
tion  of  this  question.  Let  us  ap|K)int  a 
select  committee - 

Mr.  Munro  :  Let  us  h«ave  it  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  Let  us  inquire  calmly 
into  the  matter,  and  let  us  have  no  more 
talk  of  catching  the  express  in  a  hurry. 

Mr.  Munro  :  No  one  talked  about  that 
but  the  hon.  member  and  the  colonel ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  1  have  not  the  least 
doubt  that  the  colonel  is  a  remarkably 
faithful  representative  of  his  colleagues. 
I  therefore  submit,  taking  this  matter  as 
a  whole,  that  while  reasonable  compromise 
should  be  acceded  to,  there  should  still  be 
preserved  that  in  one  of  these  chambers 
which  will  represent  the  federal  principle 
some  power  of  dealing  with  money  bills  to 
such  an  extent  as  will  arrest  the  course  of 
legislation,  if  need  be,  in  favour  of  state 
interests,  and  in  the  course  of  arresting  it 
will  not  cause  the  friction,  the  irritation, 
and  the  jealousy  which  will  result  from  the 
losing  of  large  measures  of  policy  for  the 
sake  of  an  amendment.  I  do  not  throw 
this  out  as  a  suggestion  ;  but  suppose  that 
the  jjower  of  veto  in  detail  were  not  exer- 
cisiible  after  the  speciSc  matter  on  wliich 
it  was  exercised  once  had  been  made  the 
subject  of  a  general  election,  so  that  after 
the  ascertainment  of  the  popular  will  a 
bill  were  sent  up  again  involving  the 
same  matter.  I  do  not  suggest  it  as  the 
best  way  of  settling  the  difficulty,  but 
it  is  one  suggestion  which  no  doubt  will 
present  it.self  to  a  committee.  Suppose 
it  to  be  accompanied  also  by  some  provi- 
.sion  of  this  kind  :  That  lest  the  non-inter¬ 
vention  of  a  general  election  should  cause 
continued  friction  there  should  be  no 
veto  in  detail  for  a  greater  number  of 
times  than  tw  ice.  I  do  not  say  that  would 
settle  the  question.  I  do  not  say  that,  on 
thinking  it  out,  it  is  a  proposition  to  which 
I  should  be  ready  to  accede.  I  say  it  is  one 
\Mr,  Barton, 


of  a  number  of  propositions  wdiich  miglit 
well  engage  the  attention  of  the  Oonjtnit- 
tee,  and  that,  therefore,  we  ought  not  to 
bo  keeping  our  backs  too  stiff  upon  this 
matter.  Sir,  we  ought  to  entertain  a 
reasonable  probability,  when  we  are  tak¬ 
ing  this  matter  a  step  furtlier,  wdiicli  we 
may  well  very  soon  do,  that  a  compromise 
will  be  effected  wdiich  will  enable  us  to 
deal  wdth  other  lions  in  the  patli,  and  will 
not  force  ns  to  go  back  to  those  w’ho  have 
sent  us  here  to  tell  them  that  w^e  liave 
falsified  their  hopes  and  met  wdth  a  failure 
disastrous  in  itself,  and  all  the  more 
ignominious  because  it  arose  from  mere 
irritation  and  jealousy. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  think  the  Cont  en¬ 
tion  is  very  much  indebted  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  member,  IVIr.  Barton,  for  his 
temperate  and  able  speech,  and  I  shall  cer¬ 
tainly  endeavour  to  emulate  him  in  his 
temper.  I  thoroughly  agree  wdth  him 
that  we  should  all  be  covered  with  dis¬ 
credit  if  we  were  to  go  back  to  our  differ¬ 
ent  parliaments  without  arriving  at  a  solu¬ 
tion  of  the  difficulty  which  is  now  pre¬ 
sented  to  us.  I  think  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  that  lie  has 
taken  somewhat  too  seriously  the  allusions 
that  were  made,  if  they  w^ere  made,  to 
portmanteaux.  I  am  not  aw’are  that  they 
w'ere  seriously  made  on  one  side ;  but  if 
they  were  sciiously  made  on  one  side,  I 
certainly  have  some  little  recollection  of  a 
similar  reference  on  the  other  side,  and 
that  some  hon.  members  on  both  sides 
seemed  to  say  that  unless  their  particu¬ 
lar  views  were  secured  tliey  w'ould  be 
likely  to  depart.  If  it  was  seriously 
said,  all  we  can  say  is  :  ^‘Brothers,  we  have 
both  been  in  the  wrong.”  I  think  w^e  are 
all  agreed  that  we  must  come  to  some  solu¬ 
tion  of  the  question.  The  anxiety  which 
has  been  shown  by  my  hon.  colleagues  from 
Victoria  on  the  question  of  finance  and 
state  rights,  I  hope  the  Convention  will 
excuse  wdien  it  bears  in  mind  the  fact  that 
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^vliile  we  represent  the  states  or  the  colo¬ 
nies  of  Australia,  we  do  not  in  this  Con- 
^'entioll  really  represent  the  peoples.  The 
smallest  province  in  Australia  sends  to 
this  Convention  precisely  the  same  num¬ 
ber  of  representatives  as  does  tlie  largest, 
and,  therefore,  if  we  think  we  notice,  or  if 
wo  fear  we  see  any  tendency  to  ignore  the 
views  of  great  ma.sses  of  men,  we  must  be 
excused  when  it  is  remembered  that  those 
great  masses  of  men  are  not  adequately 
represented  here.  I  am  sure  tliat  will 
not  in  the  least  detract  from  the  fairness 
and  consideration  which  ev’ery  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  will  give  to  the  problems  submitted  to 
tlie  Convention.  But  we  are  now  sittin<>^ 

o 

like  the  senate  of  the  future  constitution, 
as  opposed  to  the  house  of  representatives. 
A  very  different  tone  and  a  very  different 
complexionof  the  difficulties  presented  tons 
w'ould  prevail  here,  I  imagine,  if  we  had  here 
100  representatives  representing  all  the 
peoples.  Therefore,  our  anxiety  is  that  we 
are  here,  as  it  were,  merely  representing  the 
states.  AVe  should  not  run  away  too  nnich 
with  the  one  view  and  ignore  the  other,  be¬ 
cause  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  we  can¬ 
not  carry  this  thing,  as  we  are  resolved,  I 
trust,  to  do,  unless  we  have  behind  us  the 
support  of  the  masses  of  the  people.  No 
support  of  large  territories  will  do  it.  We 
must  be  supported  by  the  masses  of  the 
people  in  this  country.  If  w’e  display  any 
heat  at  all  it  is  because  we  are  anxious 
that  we  should  not  now  come  to  a  conclu¬ 
sion  or  settlement  which  afterwards  would 
not  be  approved  by  the  public  generally, 
and  which,  therefore,  would  not  be  carried 
through.  Now  I  thoroughly  agree  Avith  the 
hon.  member,  Air.  Barton,  that  w^  mustsettle 
this  question,  and  1  think  he  left  open  a 
very  important  avenue  for  settlement 
when  ho  made  this  concession — Avliich  I 
must  beg  leave  to  say  all  the  advociites  on 
that  side  have  not  made — that  Ije  admitted 
that  the  final  power  in  all  inatters  must 
rest  witli  the  house  of  representatives.  I 


think  if  that  position  be  taken,  if  it  be 
accepted,  there  can  be  but  little  difficulty 
in  our  b$ing  able  to  work  out  a  solution. 
Because  that  i.s  all  that  we  say.  We  do 
not  claim  that  tlie  house  of  representatives 
should  be  able  at  once,  and  in  a  hurried 
Avay  to  enforce  its  view  even  in  the  case 
of  money  bills  ;  but  all  Ave  say  is  that  the 
ultimate  decision  upon  all  bills — money 
bills  of  course  included — must  rest  Avith 
tlie  representative  house ;  and  in  so  say¬ 
ing  I  claim  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
hon.  member,  Air.  Barton,  as  bearing  out 
tliat  A’iew.  Noav,  the  difficulty  into  Avhich 
Ave  are  led,  Avith  regard  to  the  claims  of 
the  senate  to  amend  money  bills,  arises 
from  the  fact  that  AA^e  do  not  sufficiently 
recognise  the  difference  between  money 
bills  and  general  legislation.  You  Avill 
observe  that  it  is  agreed  on  all  sides  that 
Ave  are  not  about  to  adopt  the  American 
Constitution.  That  is  not  proposed.  If 
it  Avere  proposed,  one  result,  of  course, 
would  be  that  the  government  of  the  day 
AA’ould  be  elected  directly  by  the  ma.sses  of 
the  people,  and  in  such  a  case  you  may  do 
as  you  like  Avith  legislation  between  the 
two  house.s.  Ill  such  a  case  you  will  ob¬ 
serve  that  the  states,  for  whose  rights  many 
of  us  are  noAv  so  anxious,  Avould  have  com¬ 
paratively  little  to  say  in  the  election  of  tlie 
gOA^ernment,  because  they  would  be  elected 
by  the  masses  of  the  people.  If  you  do  not 
propose  to  adopt  that  form  of  gOA’ernment, 
you  propose  to  keep  to  the  English  form 
— the  system  of  responsible  government, 
and  Avlien  you  talk  of  giving  an  equal 
poAver  to  the  upper  house  Avith  regard 
to  money  and  other  bills  we  think  you  do 
not  recognise  the  difference  between  finan¬ 
cial  and  general  legislation.  It  has  in  fact 
been  denied  by  an  eminent  authority  that 
finance  is  legislation  at  all,  because  it  is 
concerned  Avith the  carrying  on  of  every-day 
government.  It  cannot  wait ;  the  govem- 
inent  must  go  on.  Aloney  must  be  found, 
and  the  body  that  really  controls  finance 
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unquestionably  controls  the  government. 
Our  difficulty  is  that  if  you  give  up  to  your 
upper  house  under  this  English  .s^^s tern  the 
right  not  merely  to  reject  any  money  bill 
— a  right  to  be  exercised  in  some  great 
emergency — but  also  tlie  right  to  eliminate 
items,  you  are  giving  them  a  right  that  will 
be  inconsistent  with  the  carrying  on  of  the 
system  j  because,  by  so  doing,  you  won M 
make  the  upper  house  really  masters  of 
the  government.  I  put  it  to  any  lion, 
"entlenien  who  have  held  office  in  their 

O 

own  colonies  whether  they  would  be  willing 
to  carry  on  government  with  a  similar 
right,  on  the  part  of  their  upper  houses,  a 
right  you  will  observe,  specially  given  by 
the  proposed  bill  to  your  senate  for  the 
purpose  of  vindicating  the  rights  of  the 
states]  It  would  be  not  merely  the  right, 
but  the  duty  of  the  senate,  to  exercise 
their  power  of  revising  the  appropriation 
act,  or  any  money  bill,  in  every  case  in 
which  they  thought  the  interests  of  any 
state  were  concerned.  I  ask  hon.  gentle¬ 
men  who  have  carried  on  government  in 
their  provinces,  whether  they  would  be 
wdlling  to  carry  on  tlie  English  system  of 
government  with  the  same  powers  in  re¬ 
gard  to  money  bills  on  the  part  of  the 
lower  and  the  upper  liouses. 

Mr.  Gordox  :  There  is  no  analogy  ! 

^fr.  WEIXON  :  There  is  an  analogy  if 
you  attempt  to  w^ork  the  English  form  of 
government;  because  \vhat  I  say  is  tliis  : 
that  if  you  attempt  to  carry  on  that  form 
of  government,  it  will  be  impossible  to  re¬ 
tain  tliis  powder  on  the  part  of  the  senate. 
In  the  proposed  dominion  act  you  would  go 
out  of  your  waytogiv’e  special  power  to  the 
senate  to  eliminate  any  item  from  a  money 
bill — say  it  was  a  customs  bill — to  which 
it  objected.  I  ask  whether  you  could  carry 
on  government  satisfactorily  upon  such  a 
footing]  ould  not  the  liou.se  having 
that  power  really  control  the  govern¬ 
ment  ?  liemember,  it  is  to  have  the 
power  of  finally  saying  what  .shall  be  done 
[J/r.  Wriccon. 


as  to  this  and  that  item — items  all  of 
which  may  be  necessary  for  the  carry 
on  of  every-day  government ;  and  I  ask 
again — could  government  be  carried  on 
satisfactorily  by  a  body  of  men  responsible 
to  the  lower  house,  and  yet  liable  to 
have  their  financial  measures  dealt  with 
in  such  a  way  by  the  upper  house?  The 
scheme  would  not  work.  We  heard  ju.st 
now  about  Tasmania  and  South  Australia. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  such  right  as  this  has  been  exercised, 
and  it  undoubtedly  will  be  exercised  if  it 
be  given  in  this  instance.  If  you  give  to 
the  senate  under  your  new  constitution  the 
power  and  right  to  protect  the  states,  as  it  is 
suggested,  it  will  unquestionably  be  exer¬ 
cised  frequently  and  freely,  and  I  do  not 
say  that  it  ought  not  to  be  so  exercised,  if 
given.  I  am  not  aware,  I  repeat,  that  such  a 
power  has  beenexercised  in  South  Australia 
or  Tasmania ;  but  even  if  it  has,  I  doubt 
whether  although  it  may  be  exerci.scd  in 
smaller  communities,  it  would  be  followed 
in  the  case  of  tlie  big  governiiient  and 
community  formed  under  our  new  consti¬ 
tutions.  Therefore,  I  think  we  ouglit  to 
be  slow  to  seek  to  grant  final  powers  of 
this  kind  to  the  senate.  Here,  I  find  my¬ 
self  coming  very  near  to  the  hon.  member, 
^fr.  Barton,  because  if  he  admits  that  this 
power  of  checking  on  the  part  of  the 
senate  wdiether  it  be  by  eliminating  or 
amending — however  you  like  to  put  it — 
if  he  admits  that  that  power  is  to  be  exer¬ 
cised  only  temporarily,  and  that  final  power 
is  to  rest  with  the  house  of  representatives 
— if  he  admits  that,  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
detail  as  to  how  we  shall  work  the  matter 
out,  because  we  do  notclaim  for  the  houseof 
representatives  power  to  pass  anything  it 
likes  at  once  and  wdtliout  demur  or  hesita¬ 
tion.  What  we  want  is  some  assurance 
that  the  final  power  of  control  with  regard 
to  finance  shall  not  be  vested  in  a  house 
which  certainly  would  not  represent  the 
people  of  the  comnumity,  for  however  you 
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may  put  it,  however  you  may  desire  to 
preserve  state  rights,  you  must  recollect 
t licit  state  rights  can  only  be  tlie  rights  of 
tlio  people  living  in  the  state.  When  you 
have  Queensland  and  Western  Australia 
— as  you  will  probably  liave  them — cut 
up  into  smaller  states,  you  will  have  a 
large  number  of  small  states  represented 
in  the  senate,  but  their  representatives 
will,  at  the  same  time,  represent  a  very 
small  proportion  of  people  indeed.  There¬ 
fore,  if  you  are  willing  to  give  them  this 
control  over  finance,  which  is  the  engine 
of  government,  you  will  be  handing  over 
the  control  from  a  large  majority  of  the 
people'  to  a  very  small  minority.  Now, 
I  will  not  go  into  the  question  of  whether 
the  suggestion  thrown  out  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Barton,  would  be  the  best  to 
adopt.  I  think  it  is  a  very  valuable  sug¬ 
gestion.  I  may  say  that,  in  consultation 
with  some  of  my  friends  from  Victoria, 
the  idea  had  occurred  to  us,  although  I 
think  there  is  not  merely  that  way,  but 
many  other  ways  which  I  need  not  now 
particularise,  in  which  we  can  come  to  a 
solution,  if  we  would  only  accept  the 
platform  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton, 
that  finality  must  rest  with  the  house  of 
representatives.  If  we  accept  that  plat¬ 
form,  I  think  the  machinery  can  be  easily 
worked  out,  for  we  never  contended  for  any¬ 
thing  more  than  that  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  should  have  its  Wtay  as  to  these 
matters  after  a  decent  and  reasonable  in¬ 
terval.  With  regard  to  the  ordinary  ap¬ 
propriation  bill  required  for  every  year’s 
service,  that  of  course  does  not  admit  of 
delay.  I  wdll  not  detain  the  Convention, 
but  I  ask  hon.  gentlemen,  who][wush  for 
state  rights,  and  who  are  anxious  to  seo 
them  carried  out,  not  to  imsist  too  far 
or  too  strongly  upon  views  such  as  some 
of  their  advocates  have  put]  forward. 
You  ought  to  take  either  one  course  or 
the  other.  If  you  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  English  system  of  resi^onsible  govern¬ 


ment  and  boldly  profess  to  adopt  the 
American  system,  then  I  can  understand 
the  position — and  I  think  there  is  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  for  that ;  but  if  you  do  not 
propose  to  do  that,  I  submit  it  is  a  mistake 
to  .seek  to  get  greater  control  for  the  states 
by  giving  them  power  to  interfere  irrevoc¬ 
ably  and  perpetually  with  the  finances  of 
the  day.  I  would  venture  to  repeat  the 
suggestion  I  made  before,  that  you  ought 
to  look  for  strength  for  the  small  states — 
and  I  would  not  wLsh  to  see  them  over¬ 
borne  by  the  larger  states — but  there  are 
directions  in  which  you  can  get  greater 
weight  and  authority  for  the  states  than 
by  following  the  American  model,  which 
would  not  suit  and  would  not  work  with 
our  constitution.  For  example,  I  would 
be  quite  with  you  in  giving  the  smaller 
states  a  larger  proportion  of  representa¬ 
tion  in  the  lower  house — of  course,  up  to 
a  certain  limit.  With  a  large  number  of 
smaller  states,  having  a  considerable  repre¬ 
sentation,  you  would  soon  have  constituted 
in  the  lower  house  an  important  party 
which  no  government  could  afford  to  disre¬ 
gard  3  because  the  position  in  the  dominion 
parliament  would  be  that  of  a  government 
seated  on  the  ministerial  benches,  anxious  to 
retain  office,  anxious  to  carry  on  success¬ 
fully,  and  how  coidd  they  do  that  except  by 
acting  justly  to  the  people  of  the  whole  do¬ 
minion  ]  There  would  bean  important  party 
representing  the  smaller  states — though,  of 
course,  not  so  large  as  that  rej^resenting 
the  larger  stjites — and  the  idea  that  the 
two  larger  states  would  be  united  together 
against  the  smaller  states  is  evidently 
erroneous,  because  the  two  larger  states 
would  have  their  rivalries  between  them¬ 
selves  which  would  prevent  them  from 
uniting  and  harassing  the  others.  I,  for 
one,  though  I  have  heard  many  disapprove 
of  the  idea,  should  not  be  sorry  to  see  some 
proposal  adopted  to  the  effect  that  not 
more  than  a  certain  number  of  ministers 
should  be  chosen  from  the  larger  states, 
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so  as  if  possible  to  secure  in  the  ministry 
the  presence  of  representatives  of  tlie 
smaller  states.  But  if  we  are  going  to 
retain  the  responsible  system  of  govern¬ 
ment,  I  would  urge  hon.  members  not  to 
insist  upon  this  power  of  finance  wliich 
has  been  claimed  by  some  delegates,  t  hough 
not  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton.  I 
would  ask  them  not  to  insist  upon  that, 
but  to  join  in  meeting  us  in  a  compromise 
of  this  difficulty  which  will  do  what  iMr. 
Barton  has  said  he  is  willing  to  do — leave 
the  ultimate  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
house  of  repre.sentatives. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY:  I  listened  with 
very  great  pleasure  indeed  to  the  speech 
made  by  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Barton, 
but  on  some  points  I  thought  lie  was 
hardly  sufficiently  diffuse.  He  pointed 
out  to  us  very  strongly  that  it  would  be 
unjustifiable  under  any  circumstances  to 
say  that  any  members  should  leave  this 
Convention  in  a  state  of  hopelessness  of 
achieving  anything.  But  he  admitted  one 
point.  He  himself  raised  a  question  the 
other  night  which  made  it  very  doubtful 
whether  members  would  not  be  justified 
under  certain  circumstances  in  withdi*aw- 
ing.  I  undei-stand  from  him  that  it  is,  in 
his  opinion,  extremely  doubtful  if  we  liave 
any  power  to  provide  a  federal  constitution 
for  the  states.  We  were  distinctly  told 
tliat  we  were  to  provide  a  federal  consti¬ 
tution  generally,  and  in  addition  to  that 
we  are  told  by  our  own  resolutions  that 
we  are  to  provide  a  federal  parliament — 
to  really  constitute  a  separate  federal  legis¬ 
lature — and  that  there  our  powers  end,  and 
that  in  point  of  fact  the  various  states  are 
to  be  left  under  their  present  constitu¬ 
tions  to  achieve  such  form  of  government 
as  those  constitutions  will  permit  them  to 
attain.  That  is  nothing  more  or  less  tlian 
to  say  that  we  are  forbidden  to  give  to 
Australasia  at  large  a  federal  constitution 
suited  to  the  states  and  to  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment  If  we  have  no  power  to  give 
[J/r,  TPriJcon. 


such  a  constitution  to  tlie  states,  I  say  wo 
have  been  deprived  of  the  most  essential 
power  of  all,  for  it  must  be  admitted,  1 
think,  that  the  majority  of  the  states,  at 
least  at  the  present  moment,  are  under 
constitutions  which  are  not  of  such  a 
liberal  diameter  that  their  people  have  a 
fair  hope  of  achieving  such  a  constitution 
as  is  their  right,  unless  w’e  in  this  Con¬ 
vention  have  the  power  of  recommending 
— because  that  i.s  our  sole  power — what 
the  federal  constitution  of  the  states 
should  be ;  and  to  say  that  we  are  not  to 
be  permitted  to  recommend  such  a  thing 
as  that  is  to  say  virtually  that  we  ought 
not  to  sit  here,  and  that  we  have  no  power 
at  all,  for  I  am  sure  that  no  one  but  an 
enemy  to  what  I  should  call  human  free¬ 
dom,  such  as  the  world  sighs  for  at  the 
present  day — no  pemon  but  an  enemy 
to  that  freedom  would  contend  that  we 
ought  to  insist  upon  setting  up  a  federal 
constitution  of  a  kind  which  excludes  the 
consideration  of  the  states.  I  think  that 
the  great  error  we  are  making  throughout 
is  this  :  that  we  have  not  sufficient  confi¬ 
dence  in  one  another,  and  in  the  work 
to  wliich  we  are  called.  If  w'e  have  confi¬ 
dence  in  one  another,  then,  I  say  that  we 
should  not  fetter  the  coming  legislature  by 
any  conditions  that  we  can  pos.sibly  avoid; 
w^e  should  simply  give  them  an  entirely 
free  constitution,  freer,  perhaps,  than  has 
ever  before  been  given,  and  then  leave 
them  to  work  out  the  details  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  under  which  they  find  they  can 
properly  fulfil  their  duties.  Can  any  one 
believe  that  in  the  pre.sent  state  of  the 
world,  when  one  of  the  greatest  move¬ 
ments  w'^hich  has  l^een  in  existence  since 
the  time  of  the  reformation  is  sweeping  in 
weaves  over  every  country — can  they  be¬ 
lieve  that  a  time  has  not  arrived  in  which 
men  should  arise  to  lead  that  movement 
forward,  to  make  it  beneficial  to  man¬ 
kind,  and  not,  to  incur  the  least  risk  of 
letting  contests,  feud.s,  and  wars  arise 


Resolationa, 


423 


Federal  Constitidion  :  [17  March,  1891.] 


from  the  iiiovcinent  which  is  in  existence  'I 
It  is  in  our  power  now  to  give  an  ex¬ 
ample  as  to  what  should  be  done  in  this 
respect.  It  is  in  our  power  by  having 
confidence  in  ourselves,  in  our  ability  to 
achieve  a  work  of  this  kind,  to  do  that 
which  may  really  benefit  the  whole  human 
race  ;  and  I  would  remind  hon.  gentlemen 
of  this,  that  it  has  been  invariably  found, 
in  times  of  great  movements  of  the  public 
mind,  such  as  I  speak  of,  that  there  do 
arise  men,  and  I  believe  such  men  sit  here, 
who  are  capable  of  guiding  and  directing 
a  movement  of  the  kind.  A  nobility  seems 
to  be  given  to  human  nature,  a  greatness 
to  human  thought,  a  persistency  to  human 
labour,  which  breeds  up  and  brings  out 
men  fitted  to  meet  great  waves  of  move¬ 
ment  of  the  kind  which  are  now  going  on 
in  the  world.  If  we  attempt  to  fetter  the 
federal  parliament  which  we  are  creating, 
by  depriving  them  of  any  powers  what¬ 
ever,  we  shall  be  dealing  unjustly  wdth 
them,  and  w'e  shall  be  dealing  unjustly 
wdth  ourselves,  for  we  shall  not  be  fulfill¬ 
ing  those  great  duties  to  which  w’e  have 
been  called.  I  say,  let  us  not  attempt 
in  any  way  to  define  their  powers  where 
we  can  avoid  doing  so.  Let  us  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  impose  any  fetters  upon  them 
where  we  Ciin  possibly  avoid  doing  so. 
Let  us  wdth  generosity  trust  that  in  this 
new  federal  parliament  which  w'e  wish  to 
call  into  existence  there  will  be  found 
those  natural  leaders  of  men  whom  the  cii’- 
cumstances  of  tlie  time  wdll  undoubtedly 
call  forth.  I,  therefore,  certainly  shall,  as 
far  as  my  vote  depends,  give  it  in  favour 
of  giving  to  the  senate  all  powers  wduch 
are  proposed  to  be  given  to  them  now, 
not  to  limit  them  in  any  respect  what¬ 
ever,  and  to  believe  that  amongst  that 
senate  will  be  found  men  of  sutlicient 
nobility  and  gi'oatness  of  character  to  use 
their  powers  solely  for  the  public  good  ; 
that  they,  benefited  by  the  examples  given 
by  quarrels  between  the  two  branches  of 


the  legislature  in  some  of  our  colonies  and 
in  other  places  will  avoid  quarrels  of  this 
kind  ;  that  they  will  feel  a  new  epoch  has 
arisen  ;  that  new  laws  are  required  ;  that 
new  customs  should  prevail  ;  that  they  do 
not  wish  to  follow'  the  English  system  ; 
that  they  do  not  wi.sli  to  follow  the 
American  system  ;  but  that  they  wish  to 
create  an  Australasian  system  suited  to 
a  new  country,  a  new  climate,  with  a  new 
race  of  men  made  up  of  many  nations.  Such 
is  the  case  with  the  inbabitanisof  this  coun¬ 
try  who  have  obeyed  laws  of  a  new  nature 
and  new’  kind,  and  who  have  given  ex¬ 
amples  to  the  older  nations  of  the  world. 
Let  us  give  to  the  men  who  are  to  repre¬ 
sent  such  a  people,  called  together  in  such 
times,  every  power  tliat  we  ]>o.ssib]y  can, 
and  trust  and  believe — I  am  sure  our 
trust  and  belief  will  be  justified — that  the 
coming  men  will  use  the  powers  given  to 
them  wisely,  and  we  shall  only  do  harm 
if  W’e  try  to  fetter  them  in  the  way  I  have 
heard  proposed  by  many.  J,  therefore, 
shall  vote  for  those  who  will  give  all  powers 
to  the  coming  federated  [parliament,  and 
who  w’ill  do  their  utmost  in  no  w'ay  to 
fetter  them  or  control  their  line  of  action. 

Mr.PLAYFOllD  :  If  w'e  give  all  powers 
to  the  members  of  the  senate  because  we 
believe  that  they  will  act  fairly  and  do 
their  duty  to  the  state,  cannot  the  same 
argument  be  applied  to  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  ?  Cannot  w’e  say  that  we  shall 
equally  trust  them,  because  they  will  be 
men  who  wdll  do  their  duty,  and  do  their 
best  for  tlie  interests  of  this  great  country? 
With  regard  to  the  amendment  now  be¬ 
fore  us — that  of  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John 
Downer — hon.  members  havearguedas  if  he 
intended  to  couple  responsible  government 
w’ith  his  amendment  lie  proposes  that  the 
senate  should  Lave  powens  almost  equal  to 
those  of  the  house  of  representatives ;  but 
ho  does  not  propose  that  these  two  houses 
shall  be  worked  by  an  executive  under 
responsible  government.  He  proposes  to 
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adopt  the  Swiss  system  in  framing  the  con¬ 
stitution,  and,  therefore,  the  arguments 
brouglit  forwartl,  that  he  is  proposing  some¬ 
thing  tiiat  cannot  be  worked  under  respon¬ 
sible  government,  falls  to  the  ground,  be¬ 
cause  he  does  not  propose  any  such  foolish 
thing.  He  considers  that  if  we  give  two 
houses  coequal  powers,  we  must  have 
another  kind  of  government  in  place  of  the 
British  constitutional  form  of  government 
— the  responsible  form  of  government. 
The  hon.  member,  thei'efore,  proposes  that, 
under  the  feileral  constitution,  we  shall 
have  an  executive  elected  by  both  houses, 
and  then  it  may  possibly  work.  In  my 
first  speech  on  the  resolutions  as  a  whole  I 
pointed  out  that  it  appeared  to  me  almost 
impossible  to  work  responsible  government 
with  two  houses  practicaliy  coequal  in 
power ;  that  the  ministry  of  the  day  would 
be  bound  to  obey  and  be  responsible  to 
one  house  only.  \Ve  have  trouble  enough 
now  to  carry  on  work  for  any  length  of 
time  with  responsibility  to  only  one  house. 
If  we  had  responsibility  to  two  houses,  the 
ups  and  downs  would  be  much  more  fre¬ 
quent.  I  have  heard  nothing  to  .shake  my 
belief  that  if  wc  have  two  houses  practi¬ 
cally  coequal  in  power,  we  .shall  not  be  able 
to  work  responsible  government  with  them. 
It  is  said  that  the  houses  will  not  be  co¬ 
equal,  because  money  bills  can  only  be  in¬ 
itiated  in  the  house  of  representatives.  I 
would  point  out  that  that  is  a  very  small 
power  indeed.  In  carrying  on  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  money  bills  must  be 
introduced,  money  must  be  got  somewliere, 
and  although  tlie  money  bill  originates  in 
the  lower  house,  it  must,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  go  before  the  senate.  If  the  senate 
has  the  power  of  amendment,  it  has  prac¬ 
tically  the  power  of  deciding  what  shall 
be  the  form  of  taxation  under  which  we 
shall  live.  Therefore,  the  argument  iliat 
the  two  houses  \vill  not  be  coequal,  be¬ 
cause  the  power  of  initiating  money  bills 
will  be  confined  to  the  lower  liouseamounts 
[J/7\  Play  ford. 


to  nothing.  It  has  been  said  that  wo 
have  been  working  under  a  system  of  re¬ 
sponsible  government  in  the  little  island 
of  Tasmania,  and  also  on  the  mainland 
in  South  Australia  where  the  legislative 
councils  have  the  right  to  amend  money 
bills.  I  do  not  know  what  is  done  in  Tas¬ 
mania,  but  I  know  that  in  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  the  Legislative  Council  has  no  right 
to  amend  money  bills,  and  the  Legislative 
Assembly  has  never  allowed  them  to  do 
it  under  any  circumstances.  I  believe 
the  same  words  are  in  the  constitutions  of 
both  colonies,  and  also  in  the  Constitution 
of  Canada  at  the  present  time — that  is  that 
only  in  the  lower  house  shall  money  bills  be 
initiated — nothing  more  is  specified.  But 
w  hat  has  been  1 1  le  practice  1  We  con  tend  th  a  t 
under  the  constitutional  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  which  w'e  bring  from  the  old  mother 
country,  although  all  money  bills  must  be 
initiated  in  the  lower  house,  and  although 
it  may  be  argued  that  that  does  not  take 
away  the  right  from  the  upper  house  to 
amend  money  bills,  yet  the  analogy  of  the 
House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of  Commons 
must  be  carried  out  in  this  country.  The 
lower  house  has  denied  the  right  of  tlie 
Council  to  amend  money  bills,  and  there 
\vas  a  very  severe  struggle  over  it.  The 
result  was  a  compromise.  The  Assembly 
said,  ‘‘  If  you  (the  Council)  feel  strongly 
that  you  would  like  to  amend  any  particu¬ 
lar  bill  whicli  comes  before  you,  you  can 
senda  me.ssage  tothe  Assembly  stating  what 
you  desire,  and  suggesting  the  amendment 
which  you  would  like  to  see  made  ;  and  the 
Legislative  Assembly  will  then  say  whether 
or  not  they  agree  wiUi  the  suggestion.” 

Mr.  Gordon'  :  If  they  do  not  agree,  what 
happens? 

Mr.  PLAYFOBD  :  Then  the  Council 
generally  pass  the  bill,  and  do  not  trouble 
themselves  much  about  it. 

I\Ir.  Fysii  :  What  provision  does  your 
special  act  of  Pai'liainont  make  if  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  arise  ? 
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Mr.  PL  AY  Foil  n  :  It  is  simply  a  stand¬ 
ing  order,  cand  not  an  act  of  Parliament. 
Tlicre  is  a  special  standing  order  providing 
the  mode  in  which  these  measures  shall 
originate  in  one  house  and  be  sent  up  to 
the  other. 

Mr.  Fysh  :  Here  is  the  act  of  Parliament ! 

Mr.  PLAYFOllD  :  This  has  nothing  to 
do  with  amending  money  bills.  It  is  sim¬ 
ply  an  act  to  issue  writs  for  the  election  of 
members.  We  have  a  provision  that  when 
in  two  sessions  of  Parliament  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council  refuse  to  pass  bills  which  the 
lower  house  has  passed,  we  can  dissolve  a 
certain  portion  of  the  Council,  and  send 
them  to  their  constituents. 

Mr.  Fysii  :  This  act  was  passed  because 
cf  their  interference  with  money  bills  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFOllD :  We  have  the  power, 
when  the  lower  house  for  two  sessions  run¬ 
ning  pass  a  measure  which  is  rejected  by 
the  upper  house,  if  an  election  has  inter¬ 
vened,  of  dissolving  the  whole  of  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council,  and  sending  them  to  their 
constituents,  or  of  dissolving  a  part  of  that 
house,  or  of  asking  the  constituencies  to 
elect  eight  new  members. 

Mr.  Fvsii  :  That  relates  to  money  bills, 
as  well  as  to  other  bills  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFOPD  :  That  is  not  the 
point.  The  point  upon  which  I  am  argu¬ 
ing  is  that  we  do  not  allow  the  Legislative 
Council  to  amend  money  bills.  We  only 
allow  them  to  make  suggestions,  which  is 
a  very  difierent  thing,  indeed,  from  the 
right  of  amendment. 

Mr.  CuTHBRRT  :  Would  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  allow  the  senate  to  make  sugges¬ 
tions  1 

Mr.  PLAYFOllD:  Yes,  I  should  not 
have  the  slightest  objection  to  the  senate 
making  suggestions  to  tlie  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives — in  fact,  I  know  that  a  bill  has 
been  drafted  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Kingston,  in  which  the  right  of  the  senate 
to  make  suggestions  if  they  like  is  pre¬ 
served.  But  there  is  one  point  wliicli  we 


must  not  overlook,  and  which  it  would  be 
well  to  decide  before  we  consider  the 
powers  to  be  given  to  the  senate,  and  that 
is,  who  arc  to  elect  them  ? 

Mr.  Munro  :  Hear,  hear  I  That  is  the 
serious  point ! 

iNfr.  PLAYFORD  :  It  is  a  very  serious 
point,  because  if  they  are  to  be  elected  in 
the  way  in  which  I  think  they  ought  to 
be  elected,  and  that  is,  not  directly  by  the 
people  but  by  the  elect  of  the  people,  I 
believe  that  we  cannot  follow  a  better 
course  than  that  wliich  has  been  adopted 
by  the  Americans  with  regard  to  their 
Senate.  In  the  election  of  members  to 
the  American  Senate,  each  state  by  their 
own  legislators  elect  their  representatives. 

Dr.  CocKBURX  :  Those  elected  by  nomi¬ 
nee  houses  could  not  be  elected  by  the 
elect  of  the  people  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  There  is  a  little 
trouble  there,  but  even  in  that  case  we 
must  leave  the  colonies  themselves  to  decide 
whether  they  will  or  will  not  have  nominee 
houses.  If  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
are  opposed  to  the  principle  of  nominee 
houses  they  can  soon  get  rid  of  them  ;  but 
if  they  are  willing  to  put  up  with  them,  I 
do  not  know  that  it  is  for  us  to  dictate  to 
any  colony  the  form  of  local  government 
which  it  shall  adopt.  Therefore,  if  we  say 
that  we  will  give  the  states  the  power  of 
electing,  through  theirlocal  representatives, 
the  representatives  to  the  senate,  we  shall 
have  to  give  the  nominated  houses  in  2sew 
South  Wales  and  in  Queensland  a  share  at 
all  events  along  with  the  house  of  as.serably 
in  the  election  of  those  members,  as  we 
shall  give  to  the  elective  upper  houses  in 
the  other  colonies,  their  right  to  elect  them. 
But  I  contend  that  if  they  are  to  be  elected 
by  the  people  and  by  districts  you  may 
almost  work  your  federal  government  with 
one  house,  because  the  one  house  would 
simply  be  a  reflex  of  the  other,  and  you  do 
not  want  an  absolute  reflex  in  your  senate 
of  the  house  of  representatives.  I  think, 
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therefore,  tliat  we  had  a  great  deal  better 
decide  how  the  senate  is  to  be  elected  be¬ 
fore  we  decide  what  powers  we  shall  give 
it.  If  its  members  are  to  be  elected 
directly  by  the  people  in  the  various  states, 
they  will  only  reflect  to  a  very  consider¬ 
able  extent  the  people^s  voice,  and  you 
may  give  them  more  power  than  you  would 
if  they  were  elected  by  the  state  legisla¬ 
tures.  If  tliey  are  to  be  elected  by  the 
state  legislatures,  I  think  you  might  give 
them  less  power.  Jily  own  idea  is  that 
the  resolution  moved  by  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  Henry  Parkes,  so  far  as  state  rights 
and  state  interests  are  concerned,  gave  all 
necessary  power  to  the  senate,  except  that 
it  did  not  provide  against  that  most  objec¬ 
tionable  practice  by  which  upper  houses 
have  been  attempted  to  be,  and  sometimes 
ha\e  been,  coerced — that  is,  the  tacking 
on  to  money  bills  a  number  of  measures 
to  w'hich  the  lower  house  knew  that  the 
legislative  council  very  seriously  objected, 
and  of  which  they  would  not  otherwise 
approve.  I  think  that  if  w-e  protect  the 
interest  of  the  states  by  giving  them 
equal  representation  in  the  senate,  no 
matter  what  their  population  is,  and  if 
we  give  the  senate  the  right  to  reject 
any  money  bill  they  may  receive  from  the 
lower  house,  surely,  with  the  majorities 
which  they  will  have  there,  the  rights  of 
the  smaller  states  throughout  Australia 
w'ill  be  sufficiently  protected.  If  we  give 
larger  rights  to  the  senate  than  have  been 
proposed  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  we  shall  make  the  difficulty  of  re¬ 
sponsible  govemment  greater  and  greater 
in  proportion  to  the  extra  powers  that  we 
give,  until  we  make  the  upper  house  co¬ 
equal,  or  practically  co-equal.  I  can  tell 
hon.  members  that  w’e  shall  not  be  able  to 
work  the  ordinary  form  of  responsible  go¬ 
vernment  with  two  houses  having  sucli 
powers.  I  think  if  something  in  tlie  shape 
of  the  suggestion  made  by  my  hon.  col¬ 
league,  Sir  John  Pray,  were  adopted,  it 
[3/r.  Playford, 


would  meet  the  casa  That  is,  if  the 
senate  say  that  in  the  introduction  of 
certain  measures  something  is  joined  to 
them  which  they  would  like  to  consider 
separately,  apart  ^from  these  measures, 
they  can  pass  a  resolution  stating  that,  in 
their  belief,  it  interferes  with  state  rights 
and  interests,  and  they  can  ask  tliat  the 
matter  be  introduced  in  a  separate  bill. 
That  will  prevent  the  tacking  on,  it  may 
Pe  to  a  loan  bill,  of  a  number  of  heavy 
items  which  'would  have  to  be  expended 
in  different  parts  of  the  dominion,  and 
some  of  which  might  trench  somewhat 
upon  state  rights  and  state  interests.  Tho 
senate  will  have  tlie  right  to  say,  “Wo 
desire  that  a  certain  portion  of  this  bill 
should  be  sent  up  to  us  as  a  separate  mea¬ 
sure,”  and  that  measure  will  be  considered 
upon  its  merits  without  any  connection 
with  the  other  portion  of  the  loan  bill.  I 
contend  that  so  long  as  you  preserve  the 
senate  from  the  liability  of  having  to  con¬ 
sider  an  appropriation  bill  or  any  other 
measure  on  to  which  are  tacked  certain 
objectionable  matters  w^hich  they  would 
like  to  consider  separately,  and  so  long  as 
you  give  them  the  right  to  say,  “  We  should 
like  to  consider  these  matters  separately,” 
they  Lave  all  the  right,  and  all  the  power 
for  w’hich  they  ought  to  ask,  and  which 
they  ought  to  expect,  unless  the  Commit¬ 
tee  are  prepared  to  go  the  whole  length  of 
the  proposition  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
J  ohn  Downer,  and  to  say,  “  Give  them  all 
rights,  do  away  with  responsible  govern¬ 
ment,  and  work  the  government  on  tlie 
lines  of  the  Swiss  Confederation.”  And,  - 
mind  you,  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said 
for  the  Swiss  Confederation.  It  has 
worked  well  since  1848.  They  elect  the 
ministry  from  tlie  members  of  Parliament 
after  the  general  election.  It  has  a  life  of 
three  years,  and  no  two  members  of  it  are 
to  be  taken  from  one  state. 

Mr.  Munro  :  They  have  altered  it  very 
much  since  then  ! 
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Mr.  PLAYFOIID  :  They  have  altered 
it  ill  one  or  two  directioii.s,  but  not  very 
laucli.  It  lias  been  altered  more  in  regard 
to  the  referendum.  In  the  first  instance, 
a  referendum  was  only  allowed  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  alteration  of  the  constitution, 
and  not  with  regard  to  general  subjects  ; 
but  they  have  enlarged  the  power  of  refer¬ 
endum,  and  they  have  given  some  powers 
of  initiation  which  were  not  in  existence 
before.  But  the  main  features  of  the 
executive  and  legislative  were  there  be¬ 
fore.  They  have  two  houses,  which  when 
they  meet  together  after  a  general  election 
choose  a  ministry  for  three  years.  These 
ministers  retire  from  Parliament  and  form 
what,  I  think,  is  called  the  general  coun¬ 
cil.  Other  men  are  elected  in  their  place. 
Ministers  have  the  right  to  speak,  though 
not  to  vote,  in  eitlier  of  the  two  branches 
of  the  legislature.  The  ministers  meet 
together  and  decide  upon  the  measures 
which  they  will  introduce ;  and,  consider¬ 
ing  the  dilierence  in  race  and  in  religion 
wliich  there  is  amongst  the  members  of  that 
federal  state,  the  constitution  has  worked 
admirably.  They  have  worked  it  exceed¬ 
ingly  well,  and  to  the  admiration  of  every 
writer  I  have  read  who  has  written  on  the 
subject;  and  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  John  Downer,  in  that  direction. 
I  believe,  liowever,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  are  not  prepared  for  that ;  they 
will  be  more  likely  to  give  their  adhesion 
to  a  constitution  upon  old  and  familiar 
lines,  in  preference  to  one  upon  lines  with 
which  they  are  not  so  familiar.  I  only  trust 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  arrive  at  some 
compromise  by  which  the  people,  through 
their  representatives,  will  be,  as  they  ought 
and  must  be  in  every  democratic  country, 
the  final  arbitrators  ir.  any  conflict  between 
the  two  house.s.  I  understand  that  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton,  is  quite  pre¬ 
pared  to  allow  the  people,  in  the  long  run, 
to  decide.  lie  has  given  way  to  that  ex¬ 


tent  ;  therefore,  I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  not  be  able  to  arrive  at  some  com¬ 
promise  by  which  we  shall  preserve,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  rights  of  the  individual 
states,  so  that  they  shall  not  be  ridden 
over  rough-shod  by  any  coui bination  of 
larger  states,  and  on  the  other  hand  pre¬ 
serving  for  the  populous  states  rights  and 
powers  in  the  lower  chamber  in  which  they 
wdll  be  more  largely  represented.  I  feel 
certain  that,  wdiatever  form  of  constitution 
ill  that  direction  will  be  devised,  some 
system  of  compromise  will  prevail,  and 
that  w'e  shall  find  that  what  appear  to  be 
diflicult  problems  will  be  more  easily  solved 
than  we  at  present  imagine.  We  shall 
also  perhaps  find,  as  the  Americans  found 
in  connection  with  their  constitution,  that 
those  parts  of  it  which  were  regarded  with 
the  greatest  pride,  and  as  the  most  perfect 
— that  of  the  principle  of  electing  the  pre¬ 
sident,  for  example — w  ill,  in  their  working, 
turn-out  to  be  those  about  which  we  shall 
be  least  proud.  I  certainly  trust  that  w  e 
shall  arrive  at  some  arrangement  w'hereby 
we  shall  preserve,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
rights  of  the  stales,  so  that  they  shall  not 
be  trampled  upon,  and  on  the  other  hand, 
the  rights  of  the  people,  so  that  they  shall 
not  be  curtailed. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 

* 

gentleman  w’ho  has  just  sat  down  referred 
to  w'hat  he  understood  to  be  a  suggestion 
by  the  hon.  member,  INIr.  Barton,  to  the 
effect  that  in  the  case  of  a  conflict  betw^een 
the  two  houses,  the  difficulty  should  be 
settled,  in  some  way  or  other,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  wishes  of  the  house  of 
representatives.  I  did  not  understand  the 
hon.  member  to  make  any  such  suggestion. 
I  understood  him  to  say  that  any  question 
of  that  sort  must  ultimately  be  decided  by 
the  people.  Of  that  there  can  be  no  doubt. 

Mr.  Playkcrd  :  That  w  ill  be  by  the 
people’s  representatives  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Who  are 
the  people  ]  The  people  are  the  people  of 
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tlie  'svhole  of  Australia.  In  tlie  event  of 
there  being  such  a  strong  divergence  of 
opinion  between  the  people  of  the  smaller 
and  the  larger  states  that  they  cannot 
agree,  and  no  compromise  can  be  arrived 
at,  there  Avill  only  be  one  alternative ; 
they  will  separate. 

!Mr.  Gillies  :  That  is  not  what  thehon. 
member,  !Mr.  Barton,  conveyed  to  the 
Committee  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  If  the 
settlement  of  that  question  is  left  entirely 
to  the  majority,  in  the  sense  in  which  the 
hon.  member  uses  it,  that  is,  to  a  majority 
consisting  of  the  people  of  the  larger  colo¬ 
nies,  it  means  that  in  the  event  of  a  con¬ 
flict,  the  opinion  of  the  larger  colonies  is 
to  prevail. 

]\Ir.  Playford  :  Not  necessarily  ;  they 
may  be  antagonistic  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  means 
that.  That  is,  of  course,  equivalent  to 
saying  there  is  to  be  a  revolution.  No 
system  of  constitution  which  we  can  frame 
will  provide  against  a  revolution,  or  against 
the  colonies  being  so  unfriendly  that  they 
will  not  work  harmoniously  together.  We 
must  face  tliat  difficulty.  As  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
Henry  Parkes,  all  difficulties  must  be 
settled  by  mutual  goodwill.  I  am  afraid;we 
are  at  present  at  cross  purposes  ;  and  I  am 
anxious  to  know  what  are  the  differences  of 
opinion  between  us.  I  think  the  confusion 
has  arisen  very  much  from  talking  about 
money  bills.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
idea  of  money  bills  is  a  fetish  peculiar  to 
Australia.  It  is  a  fetish  which  is  not 
worshipped  in  any  other  part  of  the  world; 
it  is  not  worshipped  even  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  circumstances  there  are 
of  course  quite  different  to  what  they  are 
here.  The  House  of  Lords  is  a  very  pecu¬ 
liar  institution — it  is  peculiar  in  its  consti¬ 
tution  and  in  its  history;  and  there  is 
every  reason  in  the  w’orld  wdiy  it  should 
not  interfere  with  the  taxation  of  the 
[^Sir  Sarnxtel  Griffith, 


people.  There  is  no  similar  house  in  the 
whole  world.  This  fetish  about  whicli  we 
have  V>een  talking  for  so  long  a  time  is 
peculiar  to  Australia.  How  many  consti¬ 
tutions  are  therein  America!  There  are 
forty-two  different  states  which  have  vari¬ 
ous  constitutions ;  but  they  all  agree  in 
giving  the  senates  or  second  chambers 
power  to  deal  with  money  matters.  There 
is  no  such  fetish  worship  there.  They 
have  the  English  system  in  Canada ;  their 
upper  house  is  as  nearly  as  possible  a  re¬ 
production  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
there  the  powei's  of  the  senate  are  natur¬ 
ally  and  properly  restricted.  We  find 
responsible  government  working  with  two 
equal  houses  all  over  the  continent  of 
Europe.  It  is  only  in  Australia  that  this 
fetish  has  been  set  up  and  w’oi'shipped.  It 
reminds  me  of  a  story  I  once  heard  about 
a  celebrated  New  Guinea  fetish,  which  the 
lion.  John  Douglas  had  gi'cat  difficulty  in 
discovering.  It  w'as  found  to  be  in  an  outer 
wrapper  as  large  as  a  good-sized  carpet  bag. 
After  a  great  many  unwindings,  it  was 
found  to  consist  of  an  extremely  small 
pebble.  Nobody  had  ever  seen  it  before  or 
knew  wdiat  it  w'as.  I  wish  to  get  at  the 
heart  of  this  trouble  in  regard  to  money 
bills.  The  term  “money  bill,’'  is  a  most 
confusing  term. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Would  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber  allow  the  senate  to  alter  an  appropria 
tion  bill  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Is  it  the 
annual  appropriation  bill,  containing  the 
ordinary  supplies  of  the  year,  which  is 
souglit  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  .senate  ? 

Mr.  Playford  :  That  is  one  ! 

Colonel  Smith  :  Would  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  allow  them  to  alter  a  customs  bill  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  If  it  is  the 
annual  appropriation  bill  which  is  sought 
to  be  w  ithdrawui  from  the  senate,  I  do  not 
think  the  matter  is  worth  discussing.  No¬ 
body  would  want  to  alter  it,  unless  the 
house  of  representatives  w’ere  to  attempt 
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to  coerce  the  senate  by  putting  in  improper 
or  unusual  items.  I  want  to  get  at  what 
wo  are  quarrelling  about.  8o  far  as  the 
ordinary  items  of  an  appropriation  bill  are 
concerned,  I  do  not  think  the  subject  is 
Avorth  half  an  hour’s  discu.ssion.  But  those 
who  have  had  experience  of  conflicts  be¬ 
tween  the  two  houses  know  how  the  lower 
or  repre.sentative  liouse  refuses  the  right 
to  the  upper  house  to  deal  with  money 
bills,  to  make  amend ments,  to  alter  the 
duration,  incidents,  or  conditions  of  a 
tax  or  charge,  even  in  the  smallest  degree. 
They  may  not  even  improve  the  machinery 
or  correct  obvious  errors  in  the  metliod  of 
collecting  a  tax,  or  the  expenditure  of 
money. 

Sir  John  Brav  :  The  machinery  ought 
to  be  contained  in  a  separate  bill  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GMFFITH  :  But  the 
machinery  is  not  always  contained  in  a 
separate  bill.  No  advantages  are  gained 
by  this  restriction,  so  far  as  I  can  .see. 
Even  a  very  useful  amendment  is  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  made.  Why  ?  Because,  under 
our  Constitution,  the  upper  house  liaveonly 
certain  powers,  and  they  have  been  trying 
to  exceed  tlnun,  and  friction  has  arisen,  not 
because  they  were  exercising  powers  which 
they  possessed,  but  because  they  were  trying 
to  exercise  powers  which  they  did  not  pos¬ 
sess.  This  discussion  has  proceeded  to  a 
greatextentonthe  assumption  that  if  second 
lioiises  had  these  power.s,  they  would  al¬ 
ways  be  exercising  them,  and  always  bring¬ 
ing  things  to  a  deadlock  ;  but  the  history 
of  all  the  world,  without  a  single  excep¬ 
tion,  shows  that  that  is  not  what  happens. 
The  only  deadlocks  that  have  occurred 
have  been  deadlocks  in  Australia  when  tlie 
upper  houses  have  been  trying  to  exercise 
powers  that  they  did  not  possess.  Where 
upper  houses  have  been  exercising  powers 
that  did  exist,  there  have  been  no  dead¬ 
locks,  or  if  there  have  been  deadlocks,  it 
has  been  because  things  had  become  fit  for 
revolution.  1  am  anxious  to  know  what 


are  the  points  on  which  such  2)0wer  should 
be  withheld  from  tlie  senate  ? 

Colonel  Smith  :  Would  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber  allow  them  to  alter  a  customs  bill  1 
Sir  SAMUEL  GHIFFITH  :  With  re¬ 
spect  to  altering  a  customs  bill,  I  can  see 
great  inconvenience  in  allowing  them  to 
alter  a  customs  bill.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  might  be  inconvenience  in  prevent¬ 
ing  tliem  from  doing  it. 

Sir  Thomas  McTlwraith  :  A  great  deal 
more  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  As  far  as 
the  ordinary  appropriation  bill  is  concerned, 
I  do  not  think  that  the  matter  is  worth 
fighting  about.  Most  of  the  argument  used 
has  been  made  to  apply  to  money  bills 
generally — a  class  which  none  can  describe 
in  a  few  words,  for  almost  any  sort  of  bill 
can  be  made  into  a  money  bill.  Most  of 
the  argument  has  been  applied  to  these  in 
order  to  show  that  the  ordinary  machinery 
of  government  could  not  go  on  if  the 
senate  could  interfere  with  money  bills. 
Why  %  If  that  means  that  the  ordi¬ 
nary  machinery  of  government  could  not 
go  on,  if  the  senate  interfered  with  the 
appropriation  bill,  I  could  understand  the 
argument.  But  it  must  be  remembered 
that  it  is  not  proposed  to  deny  the  senate 
the  power  of  veto.  Surely  if  the  senate 
wanted  to  stop  the  machinery  of  govern¬ 
ment  the  way  to  do  that  would  be  to  throw 
out  the  appropriation  bill.  That  would 
cfiectually  stop  the  machinery  of  govern¬ 
ment.  I,  for  my  part,  am  much  inclined  to 
think  that  the  power  of  absolute  rejection 
is  a  much  more  dangerous  po\Yer  than  the 
power  of  amendment ;  yet  it  is  a  power 
that  must  be  conceded.  We  all  admit 
that ;  and  in  a  federation  there  is  much 
more  likelihood  of  that  power  of  rejec¬ 
tion  being  used  than  there  is  of  the  power 
of  amendment  being  used.  It  is  said  that 
the  upper  houses  in  the  Australian  colo¬ 
nies  are  coerced  by  putting  things  in  the 
appropriation  bill.  So  they  are  in  the 


Ii€Soh((  10718, 


430  Federal  Co }isi Hit iio7i :  [17  !Maroh,  1891.] 


United  Kingdom,  \\niy?  Because  they  are 
part  of  the  same  community,  living  in  the 
same  place,  and  elected  by  or  chosen  from 
the  same  class  of  people  ;  but  let  it  be 
borne  in  mind  that  in  tlie  federal  constitu¬ 
tion  the  members  of  the  senate  would  come 
from  different  parts  of  Australia,  and  be 
charged  with  the  duty  of  protecting  the 
rights  of  their  own  state.s,  and  if  they  saw 
that  those  rights  could  be  protected  only 
by  rejecting  a  measure  absolutely,  and  not 
by  any  smaller  or  milder  action,  I  am  sure 
that  they  would  not  hesitate  to  reject  it 
and  take  the  consequences. 

Dr.  CocKBVRN  :  You  could  not  bring 
any  public  opinion  to  bear  on  them  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  As  the  hon, 
member  implies,  the  only  public  opinion  that 
you  could  bring  to  bear  on  them  would  be  the 
public  opinion  that  approved  of  their  action. 
So  I  think  that  the  power  of  rejection,  al¬ 
though  a  much  greater  power,  is  more  likely 
to  be  used  to  the  detriment  of  the  general 
welfare  of  Australia,  than  is  a  reasonable 
power  of  amendment.  I  have  no  objec¬ 
tion  on  my  part  to  restrict  the  power  of 
amendment  on  certain  lines,  but  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  who  represent  the  other  view  must 
bear  these  facts  in  mind.  In  respect  to 
making  both  hou.ses  ffnally  amenable  to 
public  opinion,  that  wull  of  course  come 
about ;  but,  still,  you  cannot  lose  sight  of 
the  fact  that  the  public  opinion  to  which 
the  two  houses  would  be  amenable  would 
not  be  the  same  public  opinion.  The  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  house 
of  representatives - 

Colonel  Smith  :  Contains  the  whole ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  The  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  house 
of  representatives  is  the  whole,  and  is  the 
public  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  whole. 
The  public  opinion  of  the  other  house  is 
of  the  majorities  of  different  parts  of  the 
whole,  which  may  be  quite  a  different  thing. 
There  Is,  however,  no  danger  of  the  senate 
being  out  of  touch  with  the  people  of  its 
[Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 


own  state,  at  any  rate  not  for  long,  unless 
you  make  their  term  of  office  too  long, 
because,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  suppose 
the  senators  retire  one-third  every  tw^o 
years,  by  the  time  any  serious  difficulty  has 
been  going  on  for  two  years  there  will  be 
a  fi'esh  election,  and  the  men  that  come  in 
w’ill  represent  present  public  opinion — 
there  w-ill  be  one-third  rep I'esen ting  the 
latest  phase  of  public  opinion,  and  another 
third  will  be  soon  going  for  re-election,  and 
they  will  at  any  rate  trim  their  sails  to 
what  tliey  believe  to  be  }>ublic  opinion. 
So  there  will  always  be  two-tliirds  of  the 
senate  working  in  direct  touch  wdth  public 
opinion.  There  is,  therefore,  I  think,  no 
danger  of  its  being  irresponsible  or  unim¬ 
pressionable  in  that  respect ;  but  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  anything  like  dissolution,  or  its 
being  coerced  by  a  majority  of  the  other 
house,  would  amount  to  what  I  said  just 
now’^ — the  largest  states  would  be  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  coerce  the  smaller  ones, 

Mr.  De.\kix  :  No  I 

Colonel  Smith  :  The  very  reverse  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  They  can 
do  that  only  if  they  are  strong  enough,  and 
if  they  are  strong  enough  vis  ulthna  ratio 
— force  is  the  Ia.st  resort  in  all  matters. 
Our  business  is  to  frame  a  constitution  tliat 
will  w^ork  without  resort  to  force — at  lea.st, 
I  think  so. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Tell  ushow  that  is  to  be  done! 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  How  what 
is  to  be  done  % 

Mr.  Munro  :  How  we  are  to  have  a 
constitution  so  framed  as  not  to  cause  col¬ 
lision  between  two  houses. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  is  abso¬ 
lutely  impo.ssible  to  frame  a  constitution 
that  will  not  allow  of  conflict  between  two 
houses.  Every  constitutional  government 
consists  of  two  or  more  part.s,  each  one  of 
which  can  put  the  machine  out  of  gear. 
That  is  the  essence  of  constitutional  go¬ 
vernment.  The  only  means  of  avoiding 
collision  is  to  have  autocracy,  Constitii- 
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tional  government  includes  a  great  many 
forms.  Any  sort  of  government  in  whicli 
different  bodies  act  as  a  check  on  otliers  is 
constitutional  government.  Constitutional 
government  is  not  by  any  means  the  same 
as  responsible  government,  and  re.sponsible 
government  is  quite  a  different  thing  from 
party  government.  Constitutional  govern¬ 
ment  simply  means  the  existence  of  the 
checks  of  the  different  bodies  on  one  ano¬ 
ther.  Kesponsible  government  practically 
lias  come  to  mean  a  government  'which  is 
turned  out  of  office  when  it  does  not  com¬ 
mand  the  support  of  the  legislature  ;  and 
party  government  is  a  thing  of  which  we 
have  had  some  experience  in  Australia, 
but  which  I  am  afraid  is  becoming  some¬ 
what  discredited.  There  arc  one  or  two 
colonies,  in  which  party  government,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  books  on  the  subject,  has  almost 
ceased  to  exist.  This  is  a  digression.  From 
what  my  lion,  friend,  Mr.  Munro,  has  said, 
I  take  him  as  perhaps  an  extremist  on  this 
particular  point.  I  therefore  ask  him  what 
are  the  particular  .subjects  in  detail  which 
he  wishes  to  'withdraw  from  the  senate  1 

Mr.  Munro  :  The  appropriation  bill  and 
the  customs  bill  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  For  my 
part,  if  that  is  all  we  are  quarrelling  about, 
he  and  I  would  not  be  very  long  in  coming 
to  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  That  is  surrendering  some¬ 
thing  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  We  are  all 
here  to  surrender  something.  The  general 
term  ‘‘  money  bill  - 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Sir  Henr}^  Parkes  does 
not  say  money  bill,”  but  “appropriating 
revenue  or  imposing  taxation  ”  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  But  bills 
appropriating  revenue  include  a  large 
number  of  bills.  Taxation  bills  include  a 
large  number  of  things  besides  customs. 

INIr.  Playford  :  Very  few  bills  appro¬ 
priate  revenue  except  the  ordinary  appro¬ 
priation  bills  ! 


Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Many  bills 
besides  the  annual  appropriation  bill  ap¬ 
propriate  revenue. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Not  in  our  colony  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  If  we 
knew  the  contention  on  the  other  side,  we 
should  be  closer  to  a  solution  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  but  when  arguments  are  applied  in 
different  senses,  and  when  an  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  speaking  from  one  point  of  view,  is 
answered  by  another  hon.  gentleman  using 
the  same  words  in  a  different  sense,  wc 
are  not  likely  to  approach  the  termination 
of  the  argument ;  but  if  we  can  narrow  the 
matter  down  w^e  may  very  soon  come  to  a 
conclusion. 

Mr.  M  ACROSS  AN :  I  am  not  at  all  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  great  difference  of  opinion  that 
has  arisen  amongst  the  members  ol  the  Con¬ 
vention  on  the  subject  now  under  dLscus- 
sion.  It  has  arisen  very  much  through  a 
mistaken  idea,  of  the  hon.  members  from 
Victoria,  chiefly,  and  of  the  Premier  of 
South  Australia.  They  cannot  get  out  of 
their  minds  the  idea  of  a  legislative  council 
such  as  they  have  in  their  own  colonies. 
They  do  not  seem  to  appreciate,  or  to  realise 
thoroughly  the  conditions  under  which  we 
are  here  to  try  to  form  a  federal  constitu¬ 
tion.  AVe  are  not  here,  in  any  way,  to  re- 
prod  lice  a  constitution  exactly  like  the  con¬ 
stitution  under  which  the  different  colonies 
are  now  working,  and,  indeed,  we  could  not 
do  so  in  carrying  out  a  fedeml  constitution. 
We  are  here,  representing  different  states 
or  colonies,  and  our  mission  is  to  federate 
these  colonies  into  one  united  body,  to  exer¬ 
cise  power  over  the  whole  of  Austi*alia.  AVe 
cannot  do  .so  on  such  lines  as  we  are  working 
on  at  present  in  our  several  colonies,  and 
if  hon.  members  will  simply  get  rid  of  that 
idea  I  think  we  shall  very  soon  aiTive  at  a 
satisfactory  conclusion.  There  is  another 
matter  also  which  has  helped  to  confuse 
the  minds  of  hon.  members,  and  that  is  the 
idea  of  small  states  and  large  states.  Now, 
w’e  are  not  here  as  small  states  and  large 
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states.  We  are  here  as  representing 
sovereign  and  independent  colonies — inde¬ 
pendent  and  sovereign  from  each  other  as 
much  as  we  are  from  any  otlier  portion  of 
the  world.  If  hon.  members  would  simply 
realise  that  fact,  they  would  much  sooner 
come  to  an  understanding  with  each  other 
than  they  seem  likely  to  do  now.  W e  are 
liero,  as  I  say,  representing  independent 
and  sovereign  communities,  and  in  repre¬ 
senting  those  communities  we  expect,  of 
course — in  fi\ct,  we  shall  be  obliged — for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  federal  constitu¬ 
tion,  to  surrender  certain  sovereign  rights 
which  we  now  possess.  But  we  are  liere  to 
adopt  a  federal  constitution,  and  surrender 
as  few  sovereign  rights  as  possible  in  doing 
so,  and  all  we  can  be  expected  to  do  in 
reason  is  to  surrender  as  much  as  will  be 
necessary  to  carry  out  fedeml  government 
in  Australia.  This  idea  of  small  states  and 
large  states  is  not  a  democratic  idea.  It  is 
purely  an  aristocratic  one.  It  does  not 
exist  in  any  federal  democracy  in  the  world. 
If  we  begin  with  the  great  federal  democra¬ 
tic  .states  of  America,  and  look  at  the  popu¬ 
lations  of  the  states  there  when  they 
adopted  their  present  constitution,  wesliall 
find  that  two  states  actually  dominated 
eight  others  as  far  as  population  was  con¬ 
cerned.  The  states  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia  had  more  population  than  eight 
otlier  states  had,  and  the  question  there 
arose  of  small  states  and  large  states,  but  it 
was  amicably  settled  by  the  method  wliicli 
i.s  proposed  here — by  the  senate  represent¬ 
ing  equally  every  state.  As  far  as  my  read¬ 
ing  of  American  history  goes,  the  question 
has  never  arisen  as  to  small  states  domi¬ 
nating  large  states  in  the  Senate  They 
have  always  worked  amicably  together, 
being  reasonable  men,  and,  as  many  hon. 
members  say,  we  must  expect  to  have 
reasonable  men  elected  as  our  senators. 
Well,  having  worked  together  under  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  have  been  more  difficult 
I  believe  than  any  we  shall  have  to  work 
[J/r.  Jfacrossayi, 


under  in  Australia,  I  think  it  is  reason¬ 
able  to  expect  that  with  people  springing 
from  the  same  race,  and  having  exactly  the 
same  traditions,  and  having  the  same  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  British  empire  to  go  by, 
we  shall  work  equally  as  amicably  and 
without  friction  between  the  two  houses. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  There  were  none  of  them 
as  large  as  ours,  or  as  small  as  ours ! 

Mr.  MACilOSSAN  :  I  beg  the  lion, 
gentleman’s  pardon ;  there  are  some  of 
them  as  small  as  ours  now. 

jNIr.  Munro  :  Not  one  1 

Mr.  MACROSSAN  :  The  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  is  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with  tlie 
subject. 

Mr.  Muxro:  I  am.  I  challenge  the  hon. 
member  to  cite  a  single  state  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Union  as  small  in  num¬ 
bers  as  W estern  Australia,  or  as  large  as 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  MACPcOSSAN  :  One  speech  at  a 
time.  The  hon.  gentleman  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  afterwards.  But 
it  really  does  not  affiect  the  question  in  the 
least  whether  any  state  in  the  American 
Union  had  a  few  thousand  more  or  a  few 
thousand  less  than  Western  Australia  has 
at  present ;  the  principle  is  the  same  ex¬ 
actly.  We  cannot  get  states  that  are  equal 
in  population  and  equal  in  area  unless  we 
cut  Australia  up,  which  we  do  not  intend 
to  do.  We  intend  to  retain  the  autonomy 
of  the  states  as  they  exist  at  the  present 
time.  Therefore,  the  population  of,  say, 
Rhode  Island,  or  Maine,  or  Vermont,  orany 
of  those  small  statesat  that  time  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  question  now. 
But  there  is  a  state  now  in  the  American 
Union,  'svhieh  has  two  representatives  in 
the  Senate.  It  has  not  had  for  years 
enough  population  to  entitle  it  to  one  repre¬ 
sentative  in  the  House  of  Representatives  ; 
still,  it  sends  two  members  to  the  Senate, 
and  its  population  is  smaller  than  Western 
Australia’s  at  the  present  time. 

]\Ir.  Moore  ;  That  is  a  territory  ! 
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Mr.  IVIACROSSAN  :  There  arc  several 
other  states  which  arc  only  a  little  above 
that.  But  at  the  present  time  there  is  one 
state  in  the  American  union  which  has 
actually  more  population  than  twelve  or 
thirteen  states.  Tliat  state  has  never 
raised  the  question,  as  far  as  I  have  heard 
or  read,  of  being  afraid  of  being  injured 
in  any  way  by  the  power  which  has  been 
giv'en  to  the  senate  ;  I  refer  to  the  state  of 
New  York.  I  picked  out  tliis  morning 
from  the  ‘‘American  Almanac,^’  fourteen 
states  that  have  less  population  than  the 
state  of  New  Y^ork.  There  are  now  forty- 
four  states  in  the  Union,  and  tho.se  four¬ 
teen  states  send  twenty-eight  members  to 
the  Senate,  out  of  a  total  number  of  eighty- 
eight  members.  Surely  they  can  dominate 
New  Y'ork  and  other  states  if  they  choose 
to  do  !  But  they  arc  reasonable  men,  as 
we,  I  hope,  are  here,  and  as  we  expect  our 
senate  and  our  house  of  representatives  to 
be.  I  need  not  follow’  that  argument,  as 
far  as  America  is  concerned,  any  further. 
The  same  thing  exists  in  Switzerland.  In 
Sw’itzerland  one  canton — Berne — actually 
has  double  the  population  of  eight  other  can¬ 
tons.  Each  canton  sends  tw’o  members  to  the 
council  of  thestates.  No  question  has  arisen 
there  the  same  as  it  has  arisen  here  with  us. 
We  are  actually  fighting  a  shadow’,  I  be¬ 
lieve.  Wo  must  remember  that  there  is 
no  country  in  the  w’orld  where  democracy 
rules  so  perfectly  and  so  uninterruptedly 
as  it  does  in  Switzerland,  and  ha.s  done  for 
a  very  long  time.  Therefore  some  hon. 
members  are  not  carrying  out  the  demo¬ 
cratic  idea  at  all,  as  they  think  they  are 
doing,  by  arguing  in  the  sense  in  wdiich 
they  have  been  arguing.  They  have  been 
carrying  out  the  aristocratic  idea  far  more 
than  the  democratic.  I  w’ould  like  those 
hon.  gentlemen  very  fairly  to  undertake 
the  question  from  the  democratic  idea,  and 
not  from  the  aristocratic  one. 

Mr.  Playfoud  :  Democracy  and  state 
riglits  are  synonymous  terms  I 
2  E 


Mr.  MACBOSSAN:  We  are  here  to 
preserve  our  state  rig]it.s.  We  are  not 
here  to  make  a  senate  w  liich  shall  be  a 
counterpart  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  MACBOSSAN  :  The  lion,  member 
from  Ballarat  says,  “  Hear,  hear  ”  ;  but 
that  is  what  he  really  wants.  Our  differ¬ 
ent  con.stitutions,  as  far  as  the  legislative 
councils  are  concerned,  have  been  framed 
more  or  less  upon  the  lines  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  upon  the  idea  w’hicli  has 
prevailed  in  England  for  the  last  thirty  or 
forty  years,  or  probably  longer,  that  the 
House  of  Lords  sliall  have  no  real  powder 
in  the  Constitution  whatever.  If  the  hon. 
gentlemen  from  Victoria  and  the  Premier 
of  South  Australia  want  a  counterpart  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  I  think  that  that 
would  be  a  constitution  for  the  senate 
which  would  never  be  adopted  by  the 
people  of  Australia.  It  is  a  well  under¬ 
stood  fact  that  the  leading  members  of  the 
tw’o  historic  parties  in  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  in  Great  Britain  have  aorreed  lon<r 
ago  that  the  House  of  Lords  ought  to  be 
reconstructed.  A  third  party,  w’hich  is 
coming  into  existence  very  rapidly,  promises 
that  w’hen  it  does  come  into  existence  as  a 
l^arty  it  will  reconstruct  the  House  of  Lords 
out  of  the  w’orld  altogether.  Is  it  these  that 
these  hon.  gentlemen  want  us  to  adopt  ? 
Mr.  Playfoud  :  Certainly  not  1 
I^lr.  MACBOSSAN  :  It  certainly  Ls. 
iNlr.  Playford  :  Certainly  not  ! 

Mr.  IM  ACROSS  AN  :  I  say  we  would 
resemble  the  House  of  Lords  if  w’e  adopted 
a  constitution  for  the  senate  such  as  has 
been  advocated  here.  It  w’ould  resemble 
the  House  of  Lords  in  nothing  so  much  as 
its  feebleness  and  want  of  authority.  Tliat 
w’oukl  be  tlie  real  result  of  it  Now,  the 
question,  I  think,  has  been  very  w’ell  juit 
b}^  my  colleague,  Sir  Samuel  Gritlith,  as  to 
veto  in  part  and  in  w’liole,  or  a  veto  in  part 
alone.  Hon.  members  from  Victoria  and 
the  Premier  of  South  Australia  are  quite 
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willing  to  give  the  senate  the  power  of  re¬ 
jecting  the  whole  hill.  They  are  quite  will- 
ing  to  give  to  that  body  the  power  to  throw 
the  whole  legislative  and  administrative 
gear  of  government  out  of  action  ;  but 
they  are  not  willing  to  give  to  it  the  power 
to  cut  out  one  or  two  lines  to  which  they 
may  object-.  Is  there  not  an  absurdity  in 
tliat?  The  Premier  of  Victoria  went  so 
far  as  to  deny  that  the  greater  included 
the  less — we  all  know  that  he  meant  only 
]>olLtically.  These  gentlemen  are  quite 
willing  to  give  to  the  senate  the  power  to 
deal  with  questions  which,  in  my  opinion, 
are  much  larger  and  of  much  more  import¬ 
ance  than  the  question  of  cutting  a  ^10,000 
or  ,£20,000  line  out  of  a  loan  or  appropria¬ 
tion  bill.  There  are  a  great  many  ques¬ 
tions  which  are  coming  to  the  front  not 
only  here,  but  everywhere  else  in  the  world 
— important  questions  that  will  soon  come 
to  the  front  as  questions  of  practical  poli¬ 
tics.  Yet  these  gentlemen  are  willing  to 
give  to  the  senate  the  power  to  deal  with 
these  questions — I  mean  the  labour  ques¬ 
tion,  and  social  questions — compared  with 
which  the  mere  question  of  amending  a 
money  bill  sinks  into  insignificance.  Here 
then  is  anotlier  absurdity  in  the  arguments 
of  hon.  members.  I  myself  think  that 
we  are  in  reality  splitting  straws.  One  of 
tlie  delegates  from  Queensland  has  pointed 
out  that  the  senate  as  constituted  would  be 
far  more  likely  to  reject  bills  as  a  whole 
than  are  the  present  legislative  councils. 
That  being  so,  it  would  be  amenable  to 
public  opinion  in  the  particular  district  in 
which  the  senate  held  its  sittings.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  gentlemen  wlio  are  opposed 
to  its  exercise  of  the  powers  of  veto  in 
part  are  really  splitting  straws,  and  that 
it  would  be  more  judicious  on  their  part, 
if  til  ere  is  to  be  a  compromise,  to  give 
way  upon  that  point.  For  rny  part,  T  do 
not  see  how  a  compromise  can  be  effected. 

I  do  not  believe  in  any  compromise  wliich 
gives  up  the  powder  of  rejection  in  part. 

[JAr.  Macrossan, 


If  it  can  be  brought  about  in  some  other 
way  wliich  will  render  the  proposal  more 
acceptable  to  gentlemen  from  Victoria, 
who  object  to  it  in  its  present  form,  I 
shall  raise  no  objection  ;  but  I  do  object 
to  any  compromise  giving  up  the  power  of 
amendment  in  part  by  the  senate.  I  think 
it  is  an  indispensable  power  for  them  to 
possess,  not  only  in  the  case  of  money  bills, 
but  in  the  case  of  all  other  hills.  Then 
there  is  a  question  which  I  think  hon. 
gentlemen  have  overlooked,  which  will  in 
a  gi'eat  measure  modify  tlie  action  of  both 
the  senate  and  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives.  Do  not  let  us  forget  the  action  of 
party.  We  have  been  arguing  all  through 
as  if  party  government  were  to  cease  im¬ 
mediately  we  adept  the  new  constitution. 
Now,  I  really  do  not  see  how  tliat  is  to  be 
brought  about.  The  influence  of  party 
will  remain  much  the  same  as  it  is  now, 
and  instead  of  members  of  the  senate 
voting,  as  has  been  suggested,  as  states, 
they  will  vote  as  members  of  parties  to 
which  they  will  belong.  I  think,  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  idea  of  the  larger  states 
being  overpowered  by  the  voting  of  tlie 
smaller  states  might  very  well  be  aban¬ 
doned  ;  the  system  has  not  been  found  to 
have  that  effect  in  other  federal  constitu¬ 
tions.  Parties  have  always  existed,  and 
will  continue  to  exist  where  free  men 
give  free  expression  to  their  opinions. 
Parties  exist  in  the  American  Senate,  and 
if  there  were  any  disposition  on  tlie  part 
of  the  smaller  states  in  America  to  com¬ 
bine  in  any  way  to  act  unfairly  towards 
the  more  popular  state.s,  party  influences 
would  intervene,  and  the  same  thing  will 
take  place  in  our  senate,  and  it  will  take 
place  also  in  our  house  of  representatives. 

I  have  not  the  slightest  fear  of  the  two 
more  populous  colonies — New  South  Wales 
and  Victoria — combining  to  do  anything 
to  injure  the  less  populous  .states  as  such ; 
neither  liave  I  any  sympathy  with  the 
idea  that  ministers  should  be  selected  from 
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any  particnlar  state  or  group  of  states.  I 
think  that  the  member  of  tlie  house  of 
representatives  who  is  called  upon  to  form 
a  ministry  should  be  at  perfect  liberty  to 
select  what  members  he  pleases,  no  matter 
from  wliat  state  they  may  come;  and  I 
am  quite  certain  they  would  act  as  they 
do  now  under  our  present  constitutions ; 
they  would  act  fairly  towards  each  part  of 
the  federal  union,  just  tliesameas  ministries 
act  now  towards  each  part  of  the  colonies 
they  govern.  In  this  matter  we  liave  for¬ 
gotten  entirely  the  action  of  party.  It  will 
act  as  a  powerful  solvent  to  prevent  un¬ 
fairness  either  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  by  the  more  populous  colonies,  or  in 
the  senate  by  the  less  populous  colonies, 
and  I  hope  hon.  members  will  not  forget 
that.  A  question  has  been  raised  on  this 
particular  subject  as  to  the  nomination  of 
senators.  I  believe  entirely  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  system  of  nomination — nomination 
through  the  legislature.  I  know  that  my 
lion,  friend.  Dr.  Cockburn,  from  South 
Australia,  has  an  objection  to  this,  because 
certain  houses  are  nominated  instead  of 
being  elected.  That  is  an  objection  which 
exists  in  my  mind  also  ;  but,  nevertheless,  I 
do  not  think  it  is  one  which  should  stand 
against  the  election  of  senators  by  the 
legislatures,  because  the  senate  above  all 
things  is  supposed,  and  will  be  supposed, 
to  represent  the  states.  The  colonies  as 
they  exist  now,  or  the  states  as  they  will 
be  in  the  future,  are  represented  in 
their  sovereignty  at  present  by  their  legis¬ 
latures.  Whether  the  upper  house  is  a 
nominee  or  an  elective  house  makes  no  dif¬ 
ference.  It  is  the  legislature  that  repre¬ 
sents  the  sovereignty  of  the  state,  and  that 
which  represents  the  sovereignty  of  the 
state,  in  my  opinion,  should  have  the 
power  of  nomination  to  the  senate.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  idea  of  electing 
senators  from  the  body  of  the  electors  will 
be  given  up.  It  is  not  a  sovereign  idea 
at  all — quite  the  reverse,  Besides  there 


are  objections  equally  as  strong  as  that 
of  which  I  have  heard  some  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  speak.  As  to  the  ministry  being  re¬ 
sponsible  to  both  house.s,  I  think  that  is 
an  utter  impossibility.  I  do  not  see  how 
a  ministry  can  be  held  in  any  w'ay  to  be 
responsible  to  both  houses  of  parliament, 
especially  as  one  of  those  houses  is  to  have 
a  continuity  of  existence.  If  the  senate 
was  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  was  to 
be  dissolved  on  the  same  occasions,  there 
might  be  something  in  the  proposal.  But 
as  it  will  have  a  continuous  life,  and  as 
whatever  definite  responsibility  it  may 
have  w’ill  be  through  the  nominations  of  the 
legislatures  of  the  different  states,  I  do  not 
see  how  a  federal  ministry  can  be  responsible 
to  any  house  but  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives.  Then  comes  in  the  question  of 
public  opinion.  Hon.  members  are  afraid, 
seemingly,  that  the  senate  will  get  beyond 
the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Australia.  I 
have  no  fear  of  that  whatever.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  senate,  which  will  be 
elected  by  the  different  legislatures,  wdll 
ever  get  very  far  beyond  the  force  of 
public  opinion  in  Australia.  They  may 
probably  do  so  on  some  questions  for  a 
short  period ;  but  as  has  been  pointed  out 
by  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Grifiith, 
the  continuity  of  existence  applies  to  the 
house,  and  not  to  the  members  of  that 
house.  The  members  of  the  house  will 
be  continually  renewed,  and  they  will  be 
acted  upon,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt, 
by  the  public  opinion  which  they  repre¬ 
sent  ;  and  wdiatever  objection  they  may 
have  to  certain  measures  or  to  the  policy 
of  ministries  who  are  responsible  to  the 
lower  house,  public  opinion  will  have  a 
certain  force  upon  them,  and  compel 
them  ultimately  and  without  any  statu¬ 
tory  enactment  whatever  to  give  way 
to  the  force  of  public  opinion  through¬ 
out  the  colonies  when  it  is  properly  ex¬ 
pressed.  I  trust  that  we  shall  make  our 
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senate  a  strong  aiul  a  powerful  senate — a 
senate  which  will  have  dignity  and  author¬ 
ity,  and  one  which  will  not  only  be  re¬ 
spected  by  the  states  whom  it  will  repre¬ 
sent,  but  respected  also  by  the  people 
whom  it  will  represent  in  a  second  degree. 
Because  it  is  not  true  to  say  that  they 
will  not  be  representatives  of  the  people. 
The  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  States  Council  of  Switzerland 
represent  respectively  the  people  of  those 
two  countries  as  much  in  a  secondary  sense, 
and  in  some  cases  more  in  a  primai*y  sense, 
than  does  the  lower  house.  The  Senate  in 
America  is  looked  up  to  with  the  greatest 
respect ;  in  hict,  it  is  the  ambition  of 
capable  and  eminent  men  to  become  mem- 
bei^  of  the  Senate  ;  and  I  hope  a  similar  am¬ 
bition  will  exist  in  Australia  owing  to  the 
power  and  dignity  which  our  senate  will  pos¬ 
sess.  I  have  no  fear  of  the  senate  ultimately 
becoming  the  master  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  as  it  has  become,  to  some  extent, 
in  the  Uni  ted  States.  IntlieUnited  Statesib 
has  other  po Wei's  and  authorities  delegated 
to  it,  entirely  apart  from  legislation.  It 
is  as  much  a  part  of  the  executive  as  is 
the  President  himself.  This  has  given  an 
amount  of  influence  to  the  Senate  in 
America  which  our  senate  can  never  hope 
to  possesa  Therefore,  I  do  not  think  we 
need  be  at  all  afraid  of  the  senate  over¬ 
bearing  the  house  of  representatives  by  its 
superior  influence.  But  I  hope  it  will 
tend  in  that  direction  by  its  superior 
ability,  being  the  elected  of  men  who  are 
themselves  elected  for  their  ability  by  the 
different  states.  I  heard  a  proposal 
mooted  this  morning  hy  an  hon.  delegate 
from  Victoria,  Mr.  Wrixon,  which  rather 
astonished  me.  That  gentleman  is  so 
much  opposed  to  giving  a  veto  in  part  in 
respect  to  money  bills  to  the  senate  that 
he  would  prefer  to  destroy  the  very  root 
and  basis  of  the  representation  of  the 
people  by  giving  a  greater  number  of  re¬ 
presentatives  to  certain  individual  states 
[il/r.  Macrossan, 


which  do  not  possess  a  largo  population  at 
the  present  time.  I  hope  the  members 
of  this  Convention  will  not  agree  to  any 
such  proposition.  The  smaller  slates,  such 
as  Tasmania,  Western  Australia,  Queens¬ 
land,  and  South  Australia,  will  be  so 
thoroughly  protected  in  the  senate  that  it 
will  be  a  crime  against  the  proper  represen¬ 
tation  of  the  people  to  give  them  additional 
representation  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  beyond  wliat  they  are  entitled  to.  Each 
state  must  stand  upon  the  basis  of  its  own 
population  as  far  as  the  house  of  represen¬ 
tatives  is  concerned ;  bub  in  regard  to  the 
senate  the  states  will  be  thoroughly  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  equal  number  of  representa¬ 
tives  that  eacli  will  have  in  that  house. 
The  idea  of  the  hon.  member,  iMr.  Wrixon, 
is  a  most  undemocratic  one,  and  strikes  at 
the  very  root  and  basis  of  popular  repre¬ 
sentation.  Just  fancy  40,000  or  50,000 
people  in  Western  Australia  having  five  or 
six  representatives,  when  the  same  num¬ 
ber  in  Victoria  or  New  South  Wales  would 
only  have  one  or  two  representatives !  It  is 
riglit  enough  to  do  that  in  representing  the 
sovereignty  of  the  state  where  all  are  equal, 
but  in  tlie  representation  of  the  people  each 
unit  of  the  people  should  have  his  full  and 
equal  share.  I  trust  that  no  such  proposal  as 
that  mentioned  will  be  entertained.  I  am 
quite  satisfied  that  wc  shall  come  to  a  satis¬ 
factory  conclusion  on  this  question.  I  am 
not  at  all  afraid  of  the  Convention  resulting 
in  disunion,  and  members  going  back  to 
tlieir  different  colonies  witliout  having  done 
anything.  I  do  not  mind  very  much  the  ex¬ 
pression  made  use  of  by  the  Premier  of  Vic¬ 
toria,  or  by  others,  and  to  wliich  Mr.  Barton 
this  morning  made  a  jocular  allusion — I 
allude  to  the  reference  to  carpet-baggers.” 

]\Ir.  Muxito :  I  never  .said  anything  of 
the  sort  ! 

Mi\  ^MxVCUOSSAN  :  I  know  the  hon. 
member  did  not  say  that  he  was  a  ^‘carpet- 
bagger”;  but  the  hon.  member, Mr.  Barton, 
sau.1  as  much. 
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Mr.  Munro  :  It  was  tlie  lion,  nieinber, 
Colonel  Sinitli,  who  said  that — 1  did  not  ! 

Mr.  MACROSSAN  :  1  do  nob  mind 
that  very  much.  When  L  recollect  the 
history  of  tliis  very  question  in  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Convention,  1  am  thoroughly  con¬ 
vinced  that  wc  are  arriving  quickly  at  a 
satisfactory  conclusion.  The  discus.sion  of 
thi.s  particular  question  occupied  five  weeks, 
from  the  beginning  of  June  until  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  J uly,  in  that  convention.  We  have 
almost  arrived  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion 
in  two  days.  Therefore,  I  have  every  con- 
lidence  in  the  ability  and  wisdom  of  the 
members  of  this  Convention  to  thoroughly 
thrash  out  this  crucial  question,  so  tliat 
members  on  each  side  may  be  thoroughly 
satisfied  with  the  conclu.sion  we  arrive  at. 
Even  if  the  hon.  members  from  Victoria 
did  take  up  their  carpet  bags  and  go,  I  do 
not  believe  that  they  would  stay  away.  I 
believe  that  the  public  opinion  of  their 
colony  would  drive  them  back  again,  be¬ 
cause  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
although  federation  is  a  very  desirable 
thing  for  Australia,  there  is  no  colony  in 
the  group  for  which  it  is  more  desirable  or 
necessary  than  the  colony  of  Victoria. 

Mr.  J.  FORREST:  I  .should  like  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks  with  reference 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  member,  jNIr. 
Macrossan,  who  would  deny  to  the  large 
colonies  having  a  small  population  a  larger 
amount  of  representation  than  they  would 
be  entitled  to  according  to  population,  I 
would  remind  him  that  the  proposal  to  deal 
with  such  colonies  in  an  exceptional  Way 
is  no  new  idea.  When  British  Columbia 
joined  the  Canadian  federation  she  had 
only  a  population  of  GO, 000,  but  she  was 
allowed  six  representatives,  which  was  a 
larger  number  than  she  would  have  been 
entitled  to  on  the  basis  of  population. 
Unless  you  can  give  some  special  advan¬ 
tage  to  colonies  with  immense  areas  and 
small  population  they  will  have  no  in¬ 
ducement  to  join  the  federation.  The 


colony  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repre¬ 
sent  is  separated  by  an  immense  distance 
from  the  other  colonies.  She  has  no  manu¬ 
factures,  and  1  have  been  considering 
during  the  last  few  days  how  I  can  urge 
upon  the  people  of  Western  Australia 
that  she  will  gain  anything  by  federation. 
I  have  been  unable  to  see  how  she  will 
gain  anything,  althongli  my  sympathies 
are  entirely  with  the  desire  that  she  should 
be  an  integral  part  of  a  united  Australia. 

Mr.  Gordox  :  What  about  defence  1 

Mr.  J.  FORREST :  I  cannot  see  that, 
even  with  regard  to  defence,  she  wilt  be 
a  gainer  by  federation.  We  are  separated 
from  the  other  colonies  by  1,000  miles  of 
unoccupied  territory.  That  part  of  Au.s- 
tralia  has  no  naval  defence,  and  for  many 
years  to  come  we  must  look  for  our  defence 
to  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  which  is 
the  only  power  able  to  defend  us  from 
enerriies  coming  across  the  sea. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Tlie  federal  government 
will  have  a  navy  ! 

Mr.  J.  FORREST :  It  may  have  in 
many  years  to  come.  Those  hon.  members 
who  have  spoken  with  reference  to  the 
constitution  of  the  two  houses  have  been 
too  apt  to  look  at  the  matter  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  colonies  which  they 
represent.  As  has  been  said  by  several 
other  hon.  meml)ers,  the  constitution  of 
the  two  houses  under  a  federal  form  of 
government  will  be  very  different  from 
the  constitution  of  the  two  houses  in  any 
colony.  Under  a  federal  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  there  will  not  be  so  many  local  in¬ 
terests  and  feelings  as  there  are  in  the 
parliament  of  a  colony  of  limited  area, 
where  popular  feeling  runs  high.  Another 
point  has  been  overlooked  which  is  cer¬ 
tainly  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  pro¬ 
position  that  the  senate  should  not  have 
the  power  of  amending  money  bills.  We 
have  been  apt  to  consider  that  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  colonies  in  the  upper 
liouse  would  be  all  of  one  mind,  wherea.s 
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w'G  must  not  forget  that  there  will  always 
be  a  strong  opposition  in  the  house  of  rep¬ 
resentatives,  among  the  members  from  the 
great  colonies  of  Victoria  and  New  South 
Wales.  Therefore,  I  do  not  think  that 
the  influence  of  the  numerous  representa¬ 
tives  of  those  two  colonies  will  be  used  to 
the  disixdvantage  of  the  smaller  colonies. 
There  seems  to  be  an  impression  that  the 
nominated  upper  houses  in  some  of  the 
colonies  should  not  be  allowed  to  exercise 
the  same  power  as  elected  houses  in  select¬ 
ing  members  of  the  senate.  I  cannot  see 
any  objection  to  their  doing  so,  althougli 
it  has  been  strongly  urged  by  the  lion, 
member,  Dr.  Cockburn.  The  senate  will 
be  selected  by  tlie  legislatures  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  colonies,  and  will  not  be  elected 
directly  by  the  people.  The  nominated 
upper  houses  in  the  colonies  of  Australia 
are  not  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term 
nominated,  because  they  are  appointed  by 
a  species  of  election.  They  are  appointed 
by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  the 
ministry,  who  represent  the  wliole  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  therefore  it  would  not  be  right 
to  say  that  there  is  not  a  system  of  elec¬ 
tion  in  their  selection.  Therefore  I  can¬ 
not  agree  that  there  is  a  vast  difference 
between  the  upper  houses  of  Queensland 
and  New  South  Wales  and  those  of  other 
colonies  where  they  are  elected,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  tliey  should  not  join  in  elect¬ 
ing  members  of  the  senate.  The  sooner 
we  bring  this  debate  to  a  conclusion  the 
better.  If  we  appointed  a  select  commit¬ 
tee  to  frame  a  bill  in  accordance  with  the 
views  wdiich  liave  been  expressed  by  hon. 
members,  that  would  be  the  wisest  step  to 
take.  We  have  had  sufiicient  discussion 
to  enable  the  members  of  the  committee  to 
know  the  views  entertained  by  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Convention.  I  hope  that,  what¬ 
ever  may  be  our  views,  we  shall  not  separ¬ 
ate  without  framing  a  bill  and  passing  it 
through  tills  Convention.  I  do  not  think 
that  it  matters  whether  different  .sections 
[J/r.  t/.  Forrest, 


of  the  Convention  are  or  are  not  able  to 
accept  this  bill ;  but  it  would  be  a  great 
pity — I  think  it  would  be  a  misfortune — 
if  we  were  to  separate  without  framing  a 
bill  for  the  federation  of  these  colonies  in 
accordance  witli  the  views  of  the  majority 
of  the  Convention.  Whether  that  bill  is 
or  is  not  accepted  by  the  different  colonies 
hereafter,  it  will  be  a  guide  in  the  future 
to  those  attempting  to  frame  a  federal  con¬ 
stitution  ;  whereas  if  we  were  to  separate 
without  coming  to  a  conclusion  which 
would  record  the  views  of  the  majority  of 
hon.  niembei's,  I  think  we  should  feel  that 
we  had  wasted  our  time.  I  hope,  there¬ 
fore,  that  whatever  we  do,  whatever  our 
opinions,  we  shall,  before  w^e  conclude  the 
sittings  of  this  Convention,  frame  a  bill 
which  shall,  at  any  rate,  represent  the  views 
of  the  majority  of  tho.se  present. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  do  not  think  that  time 
will  be  wasted  in  thoroughly  discussing 
this  point.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  most 
of  the  arguments  which  have  been  hither¬ 
to  adduced  have  been  repeated  by  differ¬ 
ent  speakers  and  put  into  different  forms  ; 
but  it  often  facilitates  the  understanding: 
and  the  settlement  of  the  real  point  at  i.ssue 
to  hear  the  same  arguments  put  in  another 
form,  because  they  often  carry  conviction 
to  the  mind  the  second  time  that  they  are 
heard,  although  they  did  not  do  so  the  first 
time.  There  is  one  matter,  it  seems  to  me, 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  respective 
powers  which  we  ought  to  give  to  the  two 
branches  of  the  federal  legislature  that,  in 
my  own  mind,  I  cannot  dissociate  them ; 
and  although  it  is,  perhaps,  quite  correct 
that  we  should  first  of  all  fix  and  define 
the  respective  powers  of  the  two  houses, 
and  then  fix  and  define  what  the  form  of 
the  executive  should  be,  there  has  been  an 
assumption  throughout  this  debate  that 
we  are  bound  to  have  what  is  commonly 
called  responsible  government — that  we  arc 
to  have  our  federal  executive  framed  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  executives  in  the 
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different  colonies.  That  is  an  assumption 
to  which  I  cannot  agree,  and  for  which  I 
think  there  is  no  warrant,  and  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  on  the  point,  because 
those  who  Iiavc  entertained  that  assump¬ 
tion  have  argued  that  we  must  give,  not 
only  tlie  preponderant  power,  but  nearly 
all  the  power  to  the  national  branch  of  tlie 
legislature.  Now,  undoubtedly,  if  we  are 
going  to  have  an  executive  formed  on  the 
same  principles  as  the  executives  of  these 
colonies,  one  branch  of  the  legislature 
must  have  nearly  all  the  power.  Execu¬ 
tive  government  has  entirely  risen  up,  and 
been  created  solely  by  the  assumption  and 
arrogation  of  all  power  in  one  branch  of 
the  legislature.  What  is  the  British  Con¬ 
stitution  ?  It  seems  to  me — and  I  sweep 
away  the  theories  on  the  question — that 
in  reality  the  British  Constitution  is  the 
House  of  Commons  with  appendages.  The 
House  of  Commons  does  all  the  legislation 
of  thecountry,  and  by  a  committee  of  its  own 
the  Ministry  performs  all  the  executive 
functions.  Is  that  a  form  of  executive 
which  will  tit  in  with  the  federal  form 
of  government,  which  we  are  trying  to 
frame  1  I  do  not  think  it  will ;  I  think 
the  two  things  are  inconsistent  with  each 
other.  We  have  been  told  that  we  ought 
not  to  try  experiments.  We  have  been 
told  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  that 
we  ought  to  follow  the  beaten  path.  Well, 
if  there  were  any  beaten  path  to  follow,  I 
should  be  exceedingly  glad.  But  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  are  cutting  a  new  path 
through  a  jungle,  and  that  there  is  no 
beaten  path  to  follow.  It  will  be  as  great 
an  experiment  as  it  is  possible  for  us  to 
try,  to  apply  the  responsible  system  to  a 
federation  in  which  the  two  branches  of 
the  legislature  will  represent  the  whole  of 
the  people  grouped  in  a  different  manner. 
I  am  very  sorry  that  we  have  to  try  the 
experiment.  I  am  one  of  those  who  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  loath  to  tryexperiments;  I  believe 
that  any  political  system  ought  to  be  of 


gradual  growth — that  the  idea  ought  to 
be  engrained  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  that,  if  it  has  grown  up  with  the 
people,  its  chances  of  success  are  very  much 
greater  than  they  would  otherwise  be.  I 
am,  therefore,  one  of  those  who  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  loath  to  try  experiments,  and  more 
especially  so  in  this  case,  because  if  we  try 
an  experiment  which  fails,  that  failure  wdll 
be  put  down  to  the  system  of  federation, 
and  the  whole  system  will  be  discredited. 
If  I  could  be  convinced  that  wq  are  not 
trying  an  experiment  by  grafting  on  to 
the  federal  form  of  government  the  British 
form  of  executive,  I,  for  one,  should  en¬ 
tirely  agree  with  the  Pre.sident  upon  the 
point.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  an 
experiment,  and  that  the  two  things  are 
entirely  inconsistent  with  each  other.  And 
I  will  quote  the  opinion  on  that  point  of  a 
w  riter  w’ho  is  celebrated  not  only  as  a  man 
of  letters,  but  also  as  a  politician  and  a 
statesman — !Mr.  J.  B.  Lowell,  who  was  the 
American  Ambas.sador  in  Great  Britain. 
In  the  Fortniyhtly  Review  of  February, 
1888,  he  w’rote  an  article  on  English  and 
American  Federalism,”  in  w’hich  he  con¬ 
trasted  the  a.spirations  of  a  portion  of  the 
British  people  for  imperial  federation  with 
the  aspirations  of  some  Americans  to 
abandon  tlieir  present  form  of  executive, 
and  to  adopt  the  Britlsli  form  of  respon¬ 
sible  government.  Having  first  made  some 
observations  about  the  American  form  of 
executive,  and  the  idea  that  the  English 
form  of  executive  could  be  grafted  on  to 
American  institutions,  he  says  : 

If  a  strong  and  responsible  government  be  es¬ 
tablished,  individual  and  local  rights  will  dis¬ 
appear,  and  a  highlj’  centralised  representative 
democracy  will  arise  upon  their  ruins. 

There  are  some  members  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion  wlio  w’ant  a  highly  centralised  repre¬ 
sentative  democracy  to  be  framed  to  start 
wdtb.  Mr.  Lowell  continues  : 

In  England  the  case  is  precisely  reversed.  A 
highly  centralised  representative  democracy  ex¬ 
ists  already,  and  it  is  desired  to  import  into  this 
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form  of  government  some  of  the  aclvantagcs  of 
a  federal  constitution,  and  some  safeguards  for 
individual  rights  and  privileges,  to  adapt  some 
of  the  modern  conveniences  of  a  written  consti¬ 
tution  to  the  stately  old  fabric  that  has  been 
building  ever  since  the  dawn  of  history.  The 
attempt  is  utterly  useless.  The  former  building 
must  be  pulled  down,  and  the  new  building 
begun  at  the  foundations. 

I  entirely  agree  with  those  sentiments. 
And  in  commencing  this  new  building  at 
the  foundations,  let  us  build  those  founda¬ 
tions  in  such  a  way  that  we  can  erect  upon 
them  a  superstructure  that  will  be  con¬ 
sistent  within  itself.  If  we  are  to  try  an 
experiment,  and  I  think  we  must  do  so,  let 
us  try  that  experiment  in  the  form  that  is 
mostlikely  to  work.  In  a  quotation  concern¬ 
ing  the  British  Constitution,  which  was  made 
by  the  President  the  other  day,  and  which 
has  already  been  quoted  to-day,  !Mr.  Glad¬ 
stone  having  referred  to  the  fact  that 
without  good  sense,  discretion,  experience, 
and  statesmanlike  qualities  in  those  who 
worked  the  British  Constitution,  it  would 
be  utterly  unworkable,  goes  on  to  say, 
that  “  this  boasted  Constitution  of  ours  is 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  heap  of 
absurdities.”  AVell,  why  should  we  adopt 
a  heap  of  absurdities  with  the  sole  view^  of 
calling  out  those  qualities  to  which  the 
President  so  eloquently  alluded  as  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  success  of  any  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  which  relies  upon  the  discretion  of 
the  members  of  the  two  branches  of  the 
legislature  7  It  has  been  said  that  sensible 
shareholder-s  and  a  sensible  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  can  work  any  deed  of  settlement ;  hut 
is  that  any  argument  why  a  deed  of  settle¬ 
ment  should  be  badly  drawn  ?  Let  u.s  draw 
up  our  deed  of  settlement,  which  vre  are 
here  to  draw  up,  as  w^ell  as  we  possibly  can. 
lam  perfectly  willing  to  admitthe  argument 
which  has  been  adduced  to  the  effect  that 
unle.ss  we  assume  all  those  qualities  wdiich 
have  been  alluded  to  as  existing, not  only  in 
both  branches  of  the  legislature,  but  in  the 
executive  in  whatever  form  it  may  he 
[J/?*.  Baker. 


appointed,  the  form  of  government  we  are 
about  to  frame  w’ill  be  entirely  unw’ork- 
able ;  but  do  not  let  us  advisedly  leave 
more  to  their  discretion  than  is  absolutely 
necessary.  I  hope  I  am  not  departing  from 
the  point  under  consideration,  because  it 
seems  to  me  that  this  idea  that  w'e  must 
take  either  the  English  or  the  American 
form  of  executive  is  totally  unw'arranted. 
There  is  another  form  of  executive  which 
has  been  alluded  to  once  or  twice — the 
Swiss  form,  in  which  the  executive  are 
chosen  for  a  fixed  period  by  the  two  houses. 
Why  should  not  we  adopt  that  form  7  It 
is  a  form  admirably  suited  for  a  federal 
form  of  government.  The  ministries  now^- 
adays  are  appointed  nominally  by  the 
Crown,  but  we  all  know  that  they  are 
really  chosen  by  one  branch  of  the  legis¬ 
lature,  and  why  is  it  impossible  to  work 
out  the  representative  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  by  both  branches  of  the  legislature 
directly  choosing  tlie  executive,  who  will 
be  responsible  to  them,  and  who  will  not 
be  turned  out  at  a  moment’s  notice  on 
some  party  question  7  Has  this  system  of 
party  government  worked  so  well  that  we 
cannot  iuiprove  upon  it  7 

Mr.  Gillies  :  That  is  dealt  wutli  in  tlie 
next  resolution ! 

Mr.  BAKEB  :  I  know  it  is ;  hut  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  so  intimately  connected 
\s4th  the  question  under  discussion,  and 
the  assumption  so  often  made,  that  we 
mu.st  adopt  the  responsible  form  of  go¬ 
vernment,  has  been  so  mixed  up  with  the 
question  of  what  shall  be  the  relative 
powers  of  the  two  houses,  that  it  i.s  jDcrti- 
nent  to  refer  to  it  now.  I,  for  one,  tliink 
that  the  people  of  these  colonies — I  arn 
not  now  talking  about  the  parliaments — 
would  hail  with  satisfaction  a  departure 
from  the  system  under  which  ministries 
are  now  appointed.  If  there  is  one  thing 
with  which  the  people  of  these  colonies 
find  fault  in  our  existing  forms  of  govern¬ 
ment,  it  is  the  fact  that  two-thirds  or  one- 
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lialf  of  the  time  of  parliament  and  the 
ministry  is  taken  up  hy  the  quarrels  be¬ 
tween  the  ‘‘  ins  ”  and  the  outs  ”  ;  and 
if  anything  could  do  away  with  that  state 
of  affairs — if  ministries  were  enabled  to 
devote  the  whole  of  their  time  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  carrying  on  the  business  of  tlie 
country,  and  the  framing  of  wise  measures, 
if  tliey  were  not  obliged  to  fight  day  after 
day  simply  to  retain  their  seats,  and  were 
not  obliged  to  bring  in  measures  which 
they  would  not  have  brought  in  were  it 
not  for  party  purposes — the  people  Avould 
be  much  better  satisfied  with  that  form  of 
executive  than  with  the  form  under  which 
we  now  live. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Tliat  could  be  done  by 
abolishing  the  “  outs  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  Well,  if  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  Avas  one  of  the  ‘‘  outs  he  w’ould  not 
like  to  be  abolished.  I  apologise  for  having, 
in  the  opinion  of  some  hon.  members,  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  question  wdiich  will  come  up 
for  discussion  at  a  later  stage.  As  I  said 
before,  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  two  ques¬ 
tions  were  so  dependent  on  one  another 
that  I  might  appropriately  say  a  few  w^ords 
upon  them  now. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  I  think  the  question 
w'hether  the  executive  should  or  should 
not  be  responsible  to  parliament  is  one 
which  w^e  can  leave  for  full  debate  after- 
w^ards.  In  passing,  I  may  say  that  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  right  that  parliament, 
which  has  the  power  of  the  selection  of 
ministers,  should  also  have  the  power  of 
dismissing  them.  I  did  not  rise,  how^ever, 
to  enter  into  any  long  discussion  on  this 
question,  but  to  make  a  suggestion  which 
occurred  to  me  this  morning  while  the 
debate  w^as  proceeding.  There  seems  to 
be  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  a  good 
many  members — especially  the  members 
for  Victoria  and  one  or  tw’o  others — to 
think  tliat  the  senate,  as  proposed  to  be 
framed  by  a  majority  in  the  Convention, 
would  not  work  satisfactorily  with  the 


house  of  representatives.  If  hon.  gentle¬ 
men  are  still  impressed  with  that  idea,  I 
think  I  may  well  make  the  suggestion 
w  liicli  I  have  submitted  to  several  of  my 
friends,  and  who  desired  me  to  mention  it 
this  afternoon.  It  is  this  :  that  if  either 
house  of  parliament  should,  by  a  specified 
majority,  pass  any  measure  in  two  succes¬ 
sive  sessions,  and  the  other  house  should 
refuse  to  pass  it,  a  simple  mode  of  settling 
the  question  would  be  to  refer  it  to  the 
direct  vote  of  the  people  in  the  same  way 
as  measures  are  submitted  in  Switzerland  ; 
and  if  the  answer  is  given  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  of  tlie 
people  and  also  of  a  majority  of  the  states, 
that  the  bill  should  become  law.  I  do  not 
think  my  hon.  friends  from  Victoria  can 
question  the  proposition  as  being  one  not 
framed  on  sound  democratic  lines. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Hear,  hear  1 

Mr.  Gordon  :  It  does  not  matter  whether 
you  snuff  out  the  states  by  a  vote  of  the 
people,  or  by  a  vote  of  their  representa¬ 
tives.  It  is  as  broad  as  it  is  long. 

Mr.  THYNKE  :  A  bill  under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  w'ould  not  become  law  un¬ 
less  adopted,  first,  by  a  majority  of  the 
whole  of  the  people,  and,  secondly,  by  a 
majority  of  the  states. 

Sir  Thomas  IVIcIlw  raith  :  Not  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  each  of  the  states  ! 

Mr.  THYKXE :  A  majority  of  the 
whole  of  the  states.  The  answer  should 
be  received  from  a  majority  of  the  separate 
states ;  in  fact,  it  is  the  old  democratic 
principle  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  of  the 
people  and  a  majority  of  individual  states. 
I  think  that  is  a  suggestion  w’ell  w’orth 
considering,  and  one  which  should  relieve 
those  gentlemen,  who  are  so  very  much 
opposed  to  the  proposal  to  give  the  senate 
such  large  powders,  from  any  great  diffi¬ 
culty.  I  do  nob  anticipate  that  such  a 
provision  w'ould  be  likely  to  bo  brought 
into  use  for  many  years.  I  have  sufficient 
confidence  in  the  class  of  men  w  ho  w*ill  be 
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elected  to  the  federal  parliament  to  believe 
that  they  will  conduct  their  business  as 
reasonable  men.  But,  if  that  should  not 
be  the  case,  there  would  be  a  remedy  ])ro- 
vided — a  threat  held  over  them  which 
would  prevent  them  at  any  time  fi'om  act¬ 
ing  in  an  unreasonable  fashion. 

SirJOHX  DOWKER:  Having  listened 
with  great  interest  and  much  instruction  to 
the  speeches  which  have  been  made  by  hon. 
gentlemen  who  have  addressed  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  I  have  tliought  it  would  not  be  out 
of  place  if,  as  the  mover  of  these  resolu¬ 
tions,  I  were  to  say  a  few  words  at  this 
stage.  I  was  very  much  struck  with  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  in  reference  to  denying  the  power 
of  veto  in  detail,  and  preserving  the  power 
of  veto  in  bulk  ;  and  particularly  witli  the 
argument  which  appears  to  me,  at  all  events, 
to  be  irresistible,  that  seeing  that  the  sena¬ 
tors  will  only  represent  their  own  colonies, 
and  will  only  have  to  justify  themselves  to 
their  own  colonies,  the  same  obstacles  and 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  vetoing  in  bulk  at 
the  present  time  will  certainly  not  exist. 
Practically,  therefore,  a  much  greater  power 
is  given  in  allowing  the  senate  to  veto  in 
the  -whole  than  that  wffiich  we  are  now  seek¬ 
ing  to  establish,  which  is  simply  the  powder 
of  vetoing  each  proposition  singly. 

Mr.  Ml'xro  :  But  you  are  claiming 
both  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWXER  :  Certainly  ;  but 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro,  is  willing 
to  concede  the  greater  and  the  more  dan¬ 
gerous  pow’er,  and  the  power  which  wdll 
more  likely  be  given  effect  to  in  the 
event  of  a  conflict ;  while  he  objects  to 
concede  the  minor  power  which  will  not, 
under  any  circumstances,  affect  the  general 
government  of  the  country,  and  wdll  pre¬ 
vent  all  possibilities  of  a  deadlock.  As 
to  the  speeches  of  the  lion,  and  learned 
member,  Mr.  Barton,  and  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Macrossan,  it  appears  to  me, 
whilst  their  arguments  are  practically 
[Mr,  Thynne, 


irrefutable,  that  in  the  minds  of  some  of 
us,  at  all  events,  their  conclusions  are 
open  to  great  doubt ;  in  fact,  so  diflerent 
were  my  own  conclusions  from  the  very 
able  arguments  that  were  addressed  to  us 
that  I  felt  myself  thrown  back  to  the  last 
century,  and  to  the  more  philosophical 
times,  and  began  to  w^onder  whether  any- 
tliing  existed  apart  from  the  perceptions 
of  him  w  ho  perceived.  One  wudter  said, 
“  A  brook  reflects  heaven  ;  but  man  look¬ 
ing  into  it  sees  only  his  own  image  ; 
and  he  further  said  that  the  horse 
and  the  ox,”  and  another  animal  not 
present  hero,  ‘‘all  feed  on  the  same  pas¬ 
ture,  and  each  of  them  assimilates  to 
himself  that  wliich  is  suited  to  his  own 
idiosyncracies.”  It  struck  me  that  the 
arguments  addressed  to  ns  pointed  irre¬ 
sistibly  to  only  one  conclusion,  and  that 
the  very  able  gentleman  who  urged  them 
arrived  at  a  conclusion  in  precisely  the 
opposite  direction.  I  might  once  again 
draw  into  this  debate  my  hon.  friend, 
Mr.  Gillies,  wffio  lias  not  spoken  lately, 
but  wdio  addressed  us  before.  If  the 
senate  will  be — as  the  bon.  and  learned 
member,  Mr.  Barton,  says  it  wdll  be,  and 
as  I  understand  the  Legislative  Council  of 
Victoria  is  at  the  present  time,  and  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  pointed  out,  the  hon.  meml^er, 
Sir  Henry  Parkes,  also  thought  it  would 
be — the  representation  of  all  that  is  best 
in  the  intellect  and  morality  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  it  w'ould  seem  to  ilie  to  follow  as 
a  fair  corollary  tliat  we  could  by  no  possi¬ 
bility  liavea  better  government.  But  whilst 
the  hon.  and  learned  member,  Mr.  Barton, 
said  that  the  senate  which  rei)resents  the 
states  must  practically  be  a  body  that  we 
ought  to  constitute  on  the  most  lofty  plat¬ 
form,  and  preserve  there  as  much  as  w-e 
could — whilst  he  said  that  under  its  con¬ 
stitution  it  w'ould  draw  to  itself  all  tho 
ablest  and  purest  minds  in  the  community 
— he  nevertheless  conceded  that  so  far  as 
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rogards  largequestions  wliicli  other  speakers 
consider  the  essence  of  government,  ques¬ 
tions  involving  finance,  the  senate  should 
have  no  authority  to  interfere  in  detail, 
but  only  the  authority  to  absolutely  reject, 
in  spite  of  that  authority  being  so  much 
more  dangerous,  and  so  much  less  workable 
than  the  more  limited  authority  that  I 
propose  to  give  it.  Many  suggestions 
have  been  made  in  the  course  of  this  de¬ 
bate  as  to  the  advisability  of  referring  this 
proposition  to  a  committee.  I  think  that 
if  a  committee  is  to  be  appointed  at  all, 
it  should  be  appointed  in  respect  of  all 
the  propositions,  and  not  in  respect  of 
any  one  of  them.  If  there  is  any  one 
proposition  more  ])articularly  than  another 
that  we  should  settle  now,  and  should  not 
refer  to  a  committee,  it  is  the  question  as 
to  the  constitution  of  the  parliament  that 
is  to  be  the  supreme  authority. 

Sir  Henry  Paukes  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  The  executive 
is  to  be  made  for  the  parliament,  and  not 
the  parliament  for  the  executive,  and  be¬ 
fore  we  can  possibly  say  what  the  execu¬ 
tive  ought  to  be,  or  whether  any  known 
analogy  will  assist  us  in  defining  the  lines 
on  which  it  is  to  be  constituted,  surely  the 
more  logical  thing  is  to  find  out  what  the 
executive  has  to  do.  To  consider  first  of 
all  the  constitution  of  the  executive,  and 
afterwards  to  consider  the  constitution  of 
the  parliamentary  bodies,  appears  to  me 
to  entirely  transpose  the  natural  order  of 
things.  As  I  say,  the  executive  must  be 
made  for  the  parliament,  and  not  the  par¬ 
liament  for  the  executive.  But  I  think  at 
the  same  time  that  it  might  be  well,  and 
save  a  great  deal  of  time,  if  we  were  to  send 
all  those  questions  to  committees,  without 
coming  to  any  vote  upon  them  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  time — to  send  No.  1  and  No.  3,  involv¬ 
ing  the  parliament  and  the  executive,  to  one 
committee,  and  No.  2,  which  is  a  separate 
question  altogether,  not  involving  those 
questions  at  all,  but  the  question  of  a  court. 


to  another  committee.  As  far  as  I  am  con¬ 
cerned,  I  shall  oppose  any  attempt  to  rele¬ 
gate  to  a  committee  the  1st  proposition 
and  to  proceed  to  discuss  and  settle  the 
3rd,  for,  as  I  said,  it  is  altering  the  proper 
order  of  things,  and  we  ought  to  settle 
No.  1  before  we  settle  No.  3.  But  if  this 
Committee  will  agree  to  at  once  send  all 
these  three  resolutions  to  two  committees 
— one  committee  for  No.  1  and  No.  3,  and 
the  other  committee  for  No.  2 — there 
will  be  a  great  saving  of  time,  and  we 
possibly  might  be  able  to  arrive  at  some 
modus  vivendi.  The  suggestion  of  my 
hon.  colleague.  Sir  John  Bray,  is  in  effect 
to  do  in  an  indirect  way  what  I  would 
rather  see  done  in  a  direct  way.  I  should 
like,  and  I  am  sure  many  hon.  members 
here  would  like,  to  see  the  senate  have 
such  high  authority  as  to  ensure  the  uni¬ 
versal  esteem  of  everybody ;  and  if  we,  at 
the  very  beginning,  say  that  so  far  from 
having  co-ordinate  authority  with  those 
wdio  immediately  represent  the  mass  of 
the  people,  the  senate  is  to  be  entirely 
a  subordinate  body,  and  upon  all  the 
important  questions  wdiich,  according  to 
some  speakers,  are  the  very  essence  of  go¬ 
vernment,  it  is  to  have  no  voice  at  ail, 
or  a  voice  w’hich  the  other  branch  of 
the  legislature  dares  them  to  exercise, 
I  think  w^e  shall  be  starting  this  body 
under  the  w^orst  of  all  auspices  w'hen  we 
should  start  it  under  the  very  best.  It 
might  be  that  the  senate  representing 
states,  and  each  senator  having,  presum¬ 
ably,  the  confidence  of  his  state,  might  find 
itself  in  conflict  wdth  the  representatives 
who  will  represent  the  federation  as  a 
whole,  and  that  the  strain  wdiich  would  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  senate  from  that 
vast  whole  would  be  great  enough  in  it¬ 
self  without  our  subjecting  the  body  in  our 
very  creation  of  it  to  disadvantages  w’hich 
could  only  make  its  downw’ard  course 
more  hurried.  In  my  opinion,  w  hich  I  ex¬ 
press  wdth  all  humility,  our  position  ought 
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to  be  that,  at  the  start,  we  slioukl  endea¬ 
vour  to  conserve  the  senate  as  much  as 
possible.  It  is  the  protection  of  the  liberty 
of  the  individual  colonies — it  is  the  one 
representation  in  the  federation  ^^hich 
will  secure  to  every  one  of  the  colonies 
its  own  entity — and  if  we  wish  to  bring 
about^  not  merely  a  legislative,  but  also  a 
friendly  union — for,  as  has  been  well  said, 
the  legislative  can  never  exist  unless  there 
is  a  strong  friendly  union  to  back  it  up — 
we  must  be  particularly  careful  that  the 
body  which  represents  the  individual  colo¬ 
nies  shall  be  one  which  will  be  respected 
in  an  equally  high  manner  with  the  body 
that  more  immediately  represents  the 
people.  It  was  suggested  that  such  ques¬ 
tions  as  customs  might  fairly  be  taken 
away  from  the  consideration  of  the  senate, 
except  from  their  general  power  to  block 
legislation.  If  there  is  one  question  more 
than  another  which  appears  to  me  to 
be  properly  a  subject  for  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  senate,  it  is  this  identical  ques¬ 
tion  of  customs,  because  there  can  be  no 
question  in  which  the  inequalities  of  the 
colonies  might  be  more  plainly  evidenced. 
And  so  it  will  be  with  every  matter  if 
we,  not  seeing  precisely  how  the  thing 
will  w’ork,  remove  by  absolute  legislation 
from  the  control  of  the  senate  any  part 
of  tlie  work  which  has  to  be  done  by 
the  whole  body.  I  agree  entirely  with 
what  the  hon.  member,  Sir  George  Grey, 
said  about  the  matter  before  :  make  the 
powers  of  the  parliament  as  nearly  co¬ 
ordinate  as  you  possibly  can,  and  leave 
something  to  the  evolution  of  events.  TJie 
strain  on  the  senate  will  surely  be  strong 
enough  under  any  circumstance.s.  The 
whole  body  of  the  general  public  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  will  be,  in  many  ways,  fora  while  at 
all  events,  contending  against  them  ;  and  so 
far  from  surrounding  them  with  difficulties 
at  the  start,  I  think  we  ought  to  place  them 
on  the  very  loftiest  pedestal  we  can  possibly 
imagine.  The  question  was  discussed  as  to 
[*Str  John  Downer, 


the  mode  in  which  the  senate  should  be 
elected.  Personally  I  agree  entirely  with 
the  view  that  it  would  be  much  better  if  the 
senators  were  elected  by  the  elected  bodies, 
and  I  agree  entirely  with  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  ^Ir.  Macrossan,  that  it  would  not  be 
expedient  for  us  to  inquire  too  closely  into 
the  i>recise  method  which  each  colony 
adopts  in  the  appointment  of  its  own  re¬ 
presentatives,  but  ratlier,  seeing  that  a 
colony  is  satisfied  to  elect  its  representa¬ 
tives  in  a  certain  'svay,  to  assume  that 
the  gentlemen  elected  fairly  represent  its 
opinions ;  and  if  it  sliould  turn  out  not  to 
be  so,  each  colony  has  in  itself  the  power 
of  rectifying  the  difficulty.  If  the  effect 
of  a  constitution  of  tliis  kind  would  be  to 
put  a  nominated  legislative  council  in  a 
position  which  was  disadvantageous  to  tlie 
colony  which  appointed  it,  we  should  very 
soon  have  the  matter  remedied.  I  scarcely 
think  it  is  worth  our  while  troubling  about 
the  matter  at  the  present  time.  At  all 
events,  as  far  as  election  by  the  elected  is 
concerned,  we  have  a  most  illustrious  pre¬ 
cedent,  and  we  know  how  satisfactorily  it 
has  w'orked.  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  as  to 
the  suggestion  of  my  hon.  friend,  Sir  John 
Bray,  that  it  should  be  competent  for  the 
senate  to  require  any  money  bill  to  be  cut  up 
into  as  many  smaller  bills  as  they  thought 
fit,  so  as  to  ensure  the  power  of  vetoing  in 
detail.  I  think  it  is  better  on  a  great 
occasion  of  this  kind  to  avoid  any  indirect 
way  of  doing  that  which  sliould  be  done 
directly.  If  we  mean,  in  fact,  as  that 
w'ould  do,  to  give  the  senate  the  power  of 
vetoing  in  detail  as  well  as  in  the  whole, 
it  is  much  better  to  say  so  than  to  resoit 
to  indirect  methods  which  substantially 
mean  the  same  thing,  and  to  bring  into 
existence  a  much  more  elaborate  ma¬ 
chinery  in  order  to  work  the  same  result. 
That  is  all  I  wish  to  say.  If  it  is  sugges¬ 
ted  that  we  sliould  proceed  with  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  otlier  resolutions  before 
we  have  disposed  of  this  resolution,  I  cer- 
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tiiinly  would  ask  the  Committee  to  support 
me  in  disapproving  of  that.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  tlie  Committee  is  willing,  with  or 
without  further  discussion,  hut  without 
coming  to  any  decision,  to  send  all  the 
resolutions  to  a  select  committee,  I  think 
then  that  time  would  be  saved,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  with  the  disposition  there  is  to-day 
to  avoid  all  speeche.s  of  intimidation  and 
all  threats  of  a  speedy  departure,  we 
might  probably  come  to  some  conclusions 
that  will  be  more  satisfactory  than  those 
produced  by  a  continuation  of  this  dis¬ 
cussion. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  I  think  the 
proposal  made  by  the  lion,  member  who 
has  just  sat  down  to  send  all  these  resolu¬ 
tions  to  a  committee  at  the  present  time, 
is  an  extremely  unreasonable  suggestion. 
I  do  not  want  to  allude  to  these  resolu¬ 
tions,  insomuch  as  they  are  in  my  own 
hands ;  but  it  is  perfectly  right  that  I 
should  remind  the  Convention  that  I  have 
from  the  first  offered  to  give  way  to  any 
other  lion,  member.  I  in  no  way  desired 
to  insist  upon  .submitting  tlie.se  resolutions 
my.self.  I  have  stated  that  they  might  be 
amended  in  any  way  whatever  without 
any  protest  or  feeling  of  opposition  on  my 
part  so  long  as  they  more  correctly  repre¬ 
sent  the  views  of  the  Convention  as  a 
basis  for  our  proceedings.  My  only  object  in 
submitting  tlie  resolutions  was  that  there 
must  be  a  beginning,  and  it  appeared  to  me 
— and  it  appears  to  me  now  more  firmly 
than  ever  it  did — that  the  only  way  for  us 
to  proceed  is  to  proceed  on  some  basis  lay¬ 
ing  down  general  principles.  IMy  resolu¬ 
tions  propose  to  do  that,  subject  to  this  : 
that  I  wa§  ready  at  any  moment  to  give 
way  to  any  other  delegate,  and  after  I 
bad  submitted  them,  I  was  ready  to  have 
them  amended  in  any  way.  I  hold  that 
having  entered  upon  them  so  far,  we  are 
bound,  as  reasonable  men,  to  finish  them 
in  some  form  or  other  before  w’e  take  any 
other  step.  It  will  bo  remembered  that 


towards  the  conclusion  of  my  reply  I  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  resolutions  might  be  dealt 
with  in  a  very  summary  w^ay,  and  that 
wo  .sliould  then  try  to  decide  upon  what 
sliould  be  the  vital  principles  of  the  fede¬ 
ral  bill.  That  seemed  to  mo  a  very  rea¬ 
sonable  course  to  take  ;  but  the  Conven¬ 
tion  has  thought  otherwise.  It  has  now- 
expended  considerable  time  in  dealing 
with  the  resolutions,  and  the  only  rational 
course  for  us  is  to  proceed  to  the  finish  in 
dealing  with  them  in  some  form  or  other 
so  that  tliey  wdll  best  express  the  general 
feeling  of  the  Convention.  Now",  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  point  at  w^hich  we  have  been 
so  long  at  a  bait,  unable  to  come  to  any 
conclusion.  I  feel — and  it  is  a  time  when 
we  must  express  our  individual  opinions, 
always  bearing  in  mind  that  we  are  con¬ 
tent  to  be  beaten,  if  we  are  to  be  beaten, 
and  to  do  the  best  we  can  under  defeat — I 
regard  some  of  the  views  propounded  by 
bon.  gentlemen  opposite  to  me  as  siraply 
monstrous,  and  I  maintain  that  neither  the 
hon.  member,  Hr.  Cock  burn,  nor  the  bon. 
member,  Mr.  Gordon,  as  far  as  I  can  see, 
has  ever  yet  ri.sen  to  the  federal  atmos¬ 
phere.  They  are  provincial  in  all  the  view's 
they  have  explained.  The  only  thing  they 
see  is  their  ow'n  colony,  and  the  lion, 
member,  !Mr.  Gordon,  confesses  at  once 
that  be  is  iii  favour  of  a  loose  confederation 
of  these  colonies. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  Hear,  hear  1 
Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  If  that  were 
the  endw'hicli  this  Convention  w^'ere  aiming 
at,  I  should  at  once  retire,  because  I  should 
tliink  that  wouldbe  plunging  out  of  a  sound 
condition  of  things  into  a  very  unsound 
condition  of  things  indeed.  I  state  at  once 
what  I  have  stated  from  the  very  first,  in 
every  utterance  I  have  made,  that  my  object 
is  the  union  of  Australia — the  uniting  of 
Australia  into  one  great  pow’er,  and  I 
should  think  it  a  calamity  upon  these  colo¬ 
nies  to  go  from  their  present  inde2>endent 
sovereignties  into  a  loose  confederation.  I 
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should  consider  it,  so  far  from  an  advance,  a 
retrograde  step.  I  should  consider  it  a  dis¬ 
aster  than  which  hardly  anything  could  be 
greater.  Surely  New  South  Wales  has  shown 
a  generous  front  in  all  these  proceedings. 
We  have  said  from  the  first  that  we  made 
no  stipulations — from  the  very  first,  strong 
as  our  feelings  are  on  many  questions,  we 
have  stated — not  only  have  I  stated,  but 
my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Barton,  has  stated  in 
my  hearing — that  we  made  no  stipulations 
— that  we  placed  the  federation  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  above  every  other  consideration.  I  do 
not  think  I  misrepresent  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Barton,  when  I  say  that  we  place 
federation  above  the  fiscal  question. 

Mr.  Bartox  :  Certainly  ! 

Sir  HENBY  PABKES  :  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  response,  because  upon  the  fiscal 
question  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton, 
and  I  belong  to  opposite  camp.s.  I  was 
quite  sure  I  correctly  interpreted  the  hon. 
member  when  I  said  that  we,  he  and  my¬ 
self,  and  others  who  believe  with  him,  and 
who  believe  \vith  me,  have  placed  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  federation  above  all  other  questions. 
The  fiscal  question  we  have  never  thought 
of  as  any  gi'ound  of  bargaining,  and  I  my¬ 
self  have  stated  repeatedly  that  I  would  not 
condescend  to  bargain  on  any  subject  what¬ 
ever,  that  my  only  object  w^as  to  see  the 
co]onie.s  united  under  a  well  constructed 
executive  and  parliament,  and  that  I  was 
quite  content  to  leave  the  fortunes  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  to  the  men  who,  under  the  federal 
system,  would  find  their  way  into  the 
federal  parliament.  And  I  say  that  now. 
But  it  is  very  difficult  for  persons  who 
take  this  view,  who  do  not  look  at  their 
own  colony  at  all  except  so  far  as  to  pro¬ 
tect  it  from  aggression,  who  look  at  Aus¬ 
tralia  as  a  whole— it  is  very  difficult,  I 
say,  for  them  to  deal  with  gentlemen  whose 
eyes  are  constantly  fixed  upon  their  own 
spot  on  the  continent. 

Sir  Thomas  McIlwraith  :  Hear, 
hear  ! 

{Sir  Henry  Parhes, 


Sir  HENEY  PAEKES  :  It  is  very  dif¬ 
ficult  for  us  to  deal  with  gentlemen  who 
see  the  question  only  througli  the  interests 
of  the  part  of  the  continent  they  themselves 
represent. 

Sir  Thomas  McIlwraith  ;  Hear,  hear! 

Sir  HENEY  PAEKES  :  Now,  unless 
we  can  rise  to  the  [)osition  of  Australian.s, 
taking  Australia  as  our  country,  taking 
the  whole  Australian  people  as  one  people, 
and  seek  to  cretite  a  government  for  those 
people  without  reference  to  New  South 
Wales,  or  Victoria,  or  Western  Australia, 
or  South  Australia — unless  we  can  do 
that,  we,  the  men  assembled  here,  are  not 
ripe  for  federation.  We  may  fail ;  but  the 
cause  of  federation  will  not  fail.  You 
may  rest  assured  that,  whether  we  agree 
or  not,  those  who  come  after  us  with  close 
steps  wdll  agree.  The  circumstances  of 
these  various  independent  communities  are 
so  pressing,  they  wdll  become  day  by  day 
so  much  more  pressing,  that  there  is  no 
force  that  can  keep  back  this  cause  of 
union  in  Australia.  This  Convention  may 
have  its  day  and  pass  away  and  do  nothing  ; 
but  some  other  body  will  come  in  its  foot¬ 
steps,  and  do  what  we  have  not  had  the 
vrisdom  and  prescience  and  the  patriotism 
to  do.  Now,  what  ought  to  try  to  con¬ 
struct  here  ?  We  ought  to  tiy  to  construct 
the  very  best  form  of  free  government, 
without  reference  to  any  other  consider¬ 
ation  whatever. 

Hox.  Members:  Hear,  hear! 

Sir  HENEY  PAEKES  :  We  all  agree 
with  that  general  proposition ;  but  I  am 
going  to  a.sk  what  that  best  form  of  free 
government  is  ?  I  put  the  first  question 
with  a  view  to  its  being  answered  by  the 
gentlemen  around  me.  I  am  going  to  ask 
now  what  the  best  form  is  ?  J  utterly  dis¬ 
trust  paper  constitutions.  I,  for  one,  with 
the  world’s  experience  before  me,  utterly  dis¬ 
trust  the  constitution  that  is  framed  in  the 
closet,  that  is  framed  with  the  lamp,  or  that 
is  framed  upon  some  theory  or  some  mosaic 
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made  up  of  several  theories.  And  T  dis¬ 
trust  it  for  tliis  very  rea.son — that  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  men  is  a  practical  business, 
like  every  business  in  the  highly  organised 
state  of  liuman  affairs  in  these  days,  which 
must,  to  a  very  large  extent,  be  subject 
to  the  obvious  dictates  of  common-sense. 
If,  tlien,  we  are  to  construct  a  govern¬ 
ment  which  is  likely  to  give  satisfaction, 
and  likely  to  endure,  we  ought  to  take  the 
lamp  of  experience.  Now,  the  lamp  of 
experience  held  out  clearly  to  us  is  held 
out  by  England,  and  by  no  other  country. 
The  light  we  get  from  other  countries  is 
the  light  of  warning.  The  light  we  get 
from  even  Switzerland  is  a  light  that  will 
not,  in  any  way,  enable  us  to  go  on  our 
way.  We  must  try  to  lit  our  Constitution 
to  the  habits  of  thought,  to  the  habits 
of  life,  to  the  customs  to  which  those 
habits  have  been  trained,  and  to  the  very 
prejudices  of  the  people  for  whom  we  are 
trying  to  build  it.  Well,  all  we  know  of 
England,  of  English  government,  is  that 
tliougli  there  is  an  upper  chamber  in  the 
old  land,  more  illustrious,  not  simply  from 
its  rank,  and  from  its  great  ability  and  its 
great  learning,  but  from  its  great  services 
to  the  state — though  there  is  in  England 
an  upper  chamber  infinitely  superior  to 
any  of  the  same  character  of  which  we 
know  anywhere  else,  and  I  do  not  make 
an  exception  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  because  in  the  House  of  Lords  no 
peer,  no  illustrious  statesman  was  ever 
stealthily  approached  witli  an  intention  to 
beat  out  his  brains  ;  but  they  had  the 
Charles  Sumner  incident  in  that  great 
Senate  of  the  United  States  of  which  hon. 
members  have  talked  so  much — I  say, 
that  notwithstanding  the  illustrious  char¬ 
acter  of  this  great  senate,  the  House  of 
Peers,  which  holds  a  body  of  men  at  this 
day  wJio  have  no  superiors  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  as  a  governing  body — not¬ 
withstanding  all  that,  English  genius  and 
English  statesmanship  have  said  that  the 


powder  of  inflicting  burdens  upon  the  people 
and  the  expenditure  of  the  people’s  money 
shall  reside  exclusively  in  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  Fysh  :  Taxation  and  representa¬ 
tion  ! 

Sir  John  Downer  :  It  amounts  to  this 
— that  the  powers  to  which  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  refers  shall  not  lie  in  the  king  without 
the  consent  of  the  Commons  ! 

Sir  HENIIY  PARKES  :  That  really 
is  an  explanation  worthy  of  the  argument 
— and  I  say  it  with  all  respect — which  the 
hon.  member  has  pursued.  Practically 
and  really  this  power  resides  in  the  hands 
of  the  Commons  of  England.  And  I  say 
that  we  shall  make  a  very  great  mistake 
if  we  do  not  preserve  that  form  of  free 
government  in  the  best  way  in  which  we 
can  preserve  it.  We  may  not  be  able  to 
preserve  it.  Certainly,  we  cannot  repro¬ 
duce  it.  Of  course,  I  admit,  as  every 
man  must  admit,  that  w^'e  cannot  rei^ro- 
duce  it  in  what  vre  now  create.  But  we 
'can  try  to  create  something  that  will  re¬ 
present  that  great  governing  body,  which 
I  fearlessly  say  is  the  most  distingui.shed 
debating  body  which  the  world  has  ever 
seen. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  It  has  no  govern¬ 
ing  power  whatever.  The  whole  governing 
power  rests  with  the  House  of  Commons  1 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  That  is  ex¬ 
actly  what  I  have  said. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  I  understood 
that  the  hon.  member  was  alluding  to  the 
House  of  Lords ! 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  I  had  left 
that  two  or  three  hours  ago.  I  am  speak¬ 
ing  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I  do  not 
want  to  draw  comparisons  between  the 
nation  to  which  we  belong  and  other 
nations.  Fnmce  has  had  her  great  men 
and  Italy  has  had  her  great  men  in 
the  shape  of  patriotic  statesmen,  and  so 
have  many  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe; 
but  there  is  no  nation  which  has  had  so 
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grand  a  succession  of  statesmen  fitted  to 
deal  with  the  afhiirs  of  men  as  England 
has.  For  centuries — certainly  fi'om  the 
time  of  John  Pym  down  to  the  time  of 
Mr.  Gladstone — we  have  had  a  succession 
of  giant  intellects  engaged  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  England.  Those  giants  have  one 
and  all  stood  by  the  power  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  House  of  Parliament;  and  it  is  by 
their  continuous,  never-dying,  and  never- 
wearying  efforts  that  we  have  got  to  the 
condition  that  we  now  have.  W ell,  we  seek 
— those  who  think  as  I  do — to  reproduce 
here,  as  nearly  as  we  can,  the  British  Con¬ 
stitution.  "We  want  no  other.  We  say 
it  is  sufficient  for  our  purpose,  and  that 
having  this  in  the  broad  light  of  day,  with 
a  familiarity  with  all  its  features,  we  do 
not  need  to  seek  some  other  form,  or  some 
patchwork  of  forms,  which  will  be  to  a  large 
extent  an  experiment.  What  do  we  seek 
to  do?  We  seek  to  create  a  pattern  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  We  call  it  the  house 
of  representatives  ;  and  to  this,  so  far  as  I 
know,  no  hon.  member  has  made  an  objec¬ 
tion.  I  have  not  heard  a  single  objection 
to  this  creation.  What  do  we  do  next  ? 
Being  resolved  upon  creating  a  double 
house  of  legislature,  we  seek  to  constitute 
an  upper  chamber,  which  we  want  to  make 
as  different  in  its  constituent  elements  as 
w^e  can  in  a  community  so  level  in  its  demo¬ 
cratic  tendencies  as  tlie  community  of  these 
colonies.  We,  therefore,  give  the  go-by,  if 
I  may  use  a  vulgarism,  to  the  representa¬ 
tive  principle,  and  offer  to  the  states, 
without  regard  to  their  age,  to  their  popu¬ 
lation,  or  to  anything  else,  an  equal  repre¬ 
sentation  in  the  senate.  As  I  voluntarily 
wrote  those  words,  I  know  that  my  act 
was  a  very  voluntary  one — to  offer  to  the 
smaller  states  just  the  same  representation 
as  that  which  the  state  of  New  South 
Wales  would  po.ssess.  I  offered  voluntarily, 
as  far  as  I  was  individually  concerned,  an 
equal  representation  to  AVestern  Australia 
as  either  Victoria  or  New  South  AVales 
l^Sir  Henry  Parkes, 


'svould  have  in  the  senate.  But  I  stipulated 
that  that  power  which  is  held  by  the  House 
of  Commons  should  be  hold  by  the  house 
of  rei>resentatives — that  is  in  as  effective  a 
way  as  the  words  of  a  written  resolution 
could  prescribe.  But  gentlemen  oppo¬ 
site,  not  content  with  the  smaller  states 
having  an  equal  power  in  the  senate  with 
the  larger  states,  say  that  they  should  have 
an  equal  power  in  the  senate  to  deal  with 
what  are  known  as  money  bills.  I  w'aited 
to  see  whether  any  hon.  member  would 
say  they  did  not  contend  for  that,  because 
they  allowed  the  representative  house  to 
initiate  all  money  bills.  It  seems  to  mo 
that  if  there  is  any  real  value  in  the  prin¬ 
ciple  contended  for  by  Sir  John  Downer 
and  his  friends,  of  allowing  the  senate  to 
alter,  or,  to  use  their  words,  to  veto  in  the 
whole  or  in  detail,  money  bills — if  there 
is  any  value  in  that  princiide  which  asserts 
the  co-ordinate  power  of  the  two  chambers, 
they  ought  to  have  gone  to  the  root  of  it, 
and  given  the  senate  the  power  of  origin¬ 
ating  money  bills  also. 

Sir  Thomas  McIlweaith  :  AA"e  have  no 
objection  to  take  that,  too  ! 

Sir  HENBY  PARKES :  If  the  lion, 
member  will  allow  me  so  say  it,  in  a  poli¬ 
tical  or  Pickwickian  sense,  I  do  not  think 
he  would  object  to  take  anything.  If  the 
senate  ought  to  have  this  power — and  the 
power  which  Sir  John  Downer  claims  is 
virtually  as  complete  a  power  as  the  house 
of  representatives  would  liave,  and  I  do 
not  think  he  would  disguise  that  that  is 
what  he  wishes — if  we  are  to  give  this 
power  to  the  senate,  why  not  let  it  origin¬ 
ate  money  bills  also  ?  AA^e  have  no  doubt 
come  to  a  rock  on  which  we  may  possibly 
— I  hope  not — split.  I  trust  we  shall 
not,  but  we  may.  AA^e  liave  come  to  this 
rock  where  the  claim  is  that  the  senate, 
not  representing  the  people  of  Australasia 
as  the  house  of  representatives  would, 
but  representing  alike  the  large  states  and 
the  small,  should  have  equal  power  in 
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dealing  with  money  bills  with  the  house 
consisting  of  the  direct  representatives  of 
tlio  people.  Now,  I  venture  to  lay  down 
— of  course  in  doing  so  it  is  only  the  re¬ 
sult  of  my  own  thought,  my  own  convic¬ 
tions,  and  my  own  attempts  to  get  light 
— that  in  a  free,  successful  government 
there  cannot  be  two  houses  to  deal  with 
bills  of  that  character.  That  is  my  con¬ 
viction. 

Mr.  Munro:  irear,hear;  there  cannot  be! 
Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  That  bit  of 
wordplay  in  saying  tliat  finance  is  govern¬ 
ment  and  government  is  finance,  wherever 
it  may  have  arisen,  can  mean  nothing. 
Some  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  argued 
on  the  other  side  of  this  question — the  lion, 
member,  i\Ir.  ]\Iacrossan,  for  instance — 
have  stated  with  great  force  that  questions 
of  finance  will  be  as  nothing  to  the  great 
social  and  labour  questions  which  will  have 
to  be  decided  in  these  Australian  parlia¬ 
ments  ;  and  I  at  once  admit  that  there  are 
very  many  questions  indeed  of  far  more 
comsequence  to  the  people  of  these  com¬ 
munities  than  the  question  of  imposing  a 
tax  in  a  particular  form,  or  the  question  of 
appropriating  the  revenue  derived  from 
that  tax  to  particular  purposes.  I  admit 
that  freely  ;  but  that  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  touch  the  real  question  at  stake.  We 
give  to  the  senate  all  the  power  of  equality 
in  dealing  with  these  questions,  which  are 
said  to  be  of  more  importance  than  money' 
question.s.  If  there  do  arise  from  this  social 
upheaval  questions  of  infinitely  greater 
magnitude  than  any  questions  affecting 
levying  of  a  tax  or  the  expenditure  of  the 
money,  we  give  freely  to  the  senate  the 
fullest  power  to  deal  with  those  questions. 
Why  do  we  hesitate  to  give  to  them  the 
same  power  in  dealing  with  what  are 
somewhat  erroneously  termed  money  bills] 
Because  all  taxes  levied  must  be  burdens 
on  the  people  of  the  country.  The  freest 
condition  would  be  to  have  no  tax ;  and 
eveiy  tax,  let  it  take  what  form  it  may,  is 

2  p 


a  burden  upon  a  free  people.  Every  ex¬ 
penditure  derived  from  the  revenues  pro¬ 
duced  by  these  taxes  must  aflect  the  people 
of  the  country  in  the  very  same  way  in 
which  the  impo.sition  of  burdens  affect 
them.  Our  ground  of  principle  is  that 
the  chamber  elected  directly  by  the  people, 
by  the  taxpayers  of  the  dominion  coun¬ 
try,  the  whole  of  Australia,  shall  alone 
be  entitled  to  deal  with  these  exceptional 
measures,  which  require  the  a.ssent  of  both 
houses,  affecting  the  imposition  of  burdens 
and  the  distribution  of  the  revenue  de¬ 
rived  from  the  taxes  .so  impo.sed.  In 
considering  how  this  power,  which  is  so 
glibly — I  do  not  withdraw  the  word  nor 
qualify  it — claimed  for  this  council  of  the 
states — the  very  name  devised  for  it  shows 
it  is  not  the  council  of  the  people,  and 
that  the  very  power  claimed  for  that  body 
is  not  at  all  consistent  with  what  we  really 
have  to  do — it  is  claimed  that  this  body 
shall  have  the  power  to  veto — 1  think 
these  are  the  words — in  the  whole  or  in 
detail  any  bill  introduced  for  the  purpose 
of  expending  money — because,  under  any 
definition,  however  close,  I  suppose  that 
would  be  considered  a  money  bill — or 
for  increasing  the  burdens  of  the  state. 
Now,  I  will  give  you  one  instance  of  how 
this  provision  might  act  if  it  were  con¬ 
ceded  to  the  senate.  New  South  Wales, 
as  I  had  occasion  to  mention  the  other 
day,  has  about  700  miles  of  coast;  Vic¬ 
toria  has  about  600  miles  of  coast;  Queens¬ 
land  has  something  like  2,500  miles 
of  coast  ;  South  Australia,  including  the 
Northern  Territory,  has  about  2,000  miles 
of  coast,  or  about  1,100  miles  without  the 
Northern  Territory.  Western  Australia, 
with  its  45,000  people,  has  3,000  miles  of 
coast.  It  might  be  that  Victoria  would 
require  an  expenditure  reasonably  neces¬ 
sary  in  her  case  for  the  protection  of  her 
commerce  and  of  her  dense  population  on 
that  short  stretch  of  coast ;  but  it  might 
be  that  Western  Australia,  with  her  3,000 


450  Federal  Constitution : 


liesolutioiis. 


[17  March,  1891.] 


miles  of  coast-line,  and  Soutli  Australia, 
with  her  2,000  miles  of  coast-line,  might 
cabal  together,  which  would  be  very  easily 
effected  in  the  senate,  and  refuse  any  bill, 
unless  a  similar  expenditure  in  proportion 
was  carried  out  in  those  colonies.  I  have 
seen  much  more  unreasonable  things  than 
that,  I  have  seen  much  more  unreason¬ 
able  cabals  than  that,  even  in  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  and  certainly  much  more  un¬ 
reasonable  cabals  than  that  in  the  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  United  States  ;  and  knowing 
what  human  nature  is,  nothing  would  be 
more  likely  than  some  egregious  attempt 
at  downright  injustice  being  inflicted  by 
the  power  of  the  smaller  colonies.  I,  for 
one,  am  anxious — and  I  think  there  is  an 
evidence  of  that  in  my  voluntary  proposal 
to  give  the  smallest  colony  the  same  re¬ 
presentation  as  that  of  this  great  colony 
in  the  senate — to  extend  every  considera¬ 
tion  whatever  to  the  smaller  colonies ;  but 
we  cannot  extend  a  consideration  to  the 
smaller  colonies  which  involves  a  state  of 
things  w'hich  may  result  so  unjustly,  so 
disastrously,  to  the  whole  of  the  colonies 
who  have  done  their  share  in  the  civilisa¬ 
tion  of  this  part  of  the  world.  It  is  then, 
because  I  believe  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  effective  government  of 
any  state  under  parliamentary  government 
that  the  power  of  dealing  with  all  mea¬ 
sures  of  this  character — measures  for  im¬ 
posing  taxation  and  expending  revenue — 
should  be  left  to  one  authority,  and  one 
alone,  that  I  oppose  the  amendment  of  the 
lion,  member,  Sir  John  Downer.  I  do 
not  believe  that  a  constitution  embodying 
that  principle  could  be  by  any  possibility 
adopted  by  the  people  of  this  country.  It 
is  scjircely  likely  that  the  great  popula¬ 
tion  of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria, 
accustomed  to  jealously  watch  every  posi¬ 
tion  of  freedom  they  have,  would  consent 
to  the  adoption  of  a  constitution  which 
placed  them  at  the  mercy  of  a  cabal  of 
the  weaker  and  less  important  colonies. 

[&V  Henry  Parhes, 


Wliat  is  our  position  1  As  far  as  I  know 
the  people  of  New  South  Wales,  and  I 
think  1  know  them  as  well  as  my  col 
leagues  do,  our  position  is  that  we  are 
ready  to  enter  into  this  union  ;  we  are 
ready  to  enter  into  it  without  making  any 
condition  ;  but  we  are  not  ready  to  enter 
into  it  on  any  basis  of  principles  which  are 
inconsistent  with  the  British  Constitution, 
W’hich  Ave  hold  ouglit  to  bo  transplanted 
into  this  new  dominion.  I  shall  be  very 
glad  indeed  if  by  any  explanation,  or  any 
legitimate  compromise,  wq  can  come  to  an 
agreement ;  but  I  have  seen  all  along, 
zealous  as  I  have  been  to  bring  about 
the  union  of  the  Australian  colonies,  the 
possibility  of  failure  ;  and  tlie  causes  of 
failure  were  pretty  clearly  seen  by  me,  too, 
before  this  Convention  met.  All  I  desire 
to  say  now’  in  conclusion  is  this  :  that, 
dear  as  the  cause  of  union  is  to  me,  and 
to  those  who  think  with  me,  anxious  as 
we  are  to  give  to  the  Australian  people 
a  oneness  of  action,  a  collectiveness  of 
effort,  and  an  unmistakable  national  iden¬ 
tity  in  character ;  anxious  as  we  are  for 
that,  there  are  to  u.s  some  things  dearer. 
We  cannot,  and  so  far  as  I  am  con¬ 
cerned  we  will  not,  he  tacked  to  any  con¬ 
federation  of  states  wdio  will  not  meet  ns 
with  the  same  just  views  as  we  take  of 
their  condition.  We  are  willing  to  make 
any  possible  surrender  that  is  defensible  ; 
we  are  willing  to  enter  into  this  federation 
without  stipulating  for  one  single  condi¬ 
tion.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  do  not 
even  venture  to  say  what  will  be  the  fiscal 
policy  of  the  dominion  parliament;  but  I 
have  said  at  all  times  that  whatever  it 
may  be,  w'hile  I  shall  not  give  up  my  own 
opinions,  I  shall,  as  a  patriot,  bow  to  its 
decision.  I  have  never  attempted  to  force 
my  opinions  upon  this  Convention,  or  upon 
anybody  which  I  have  addressed,  except  in 
the  light  in  wdiich  I  now  express  them ; 
but  I,  for  one,  will  never  consent  for  New 
South  Wales  to  be  linked  to  a  federa- 
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tion  of  states,  unless  the  object  is  to  make 
the  Australian  people  a  nation,  under  one 
broad  federal  government,  modelled  on  the 
plan  of  the  British  Constitution. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  should  not  have 
troubled  the  Convention  with  any  remarks 
this  afternoon,  had  it  not  been  that  the 
mover  of  these  re.solutions,  in  coming  to 
the  defence  of  them  as  against  the  criti¬ 
cisms  which  have  been  directed  against 
them,  lias  done  me — .shall  I  call  it  the 
honor? — to  somewhat  pointedly  refer  to 
the  small  contribution  which  I  made  to¬ 
wards  this  debate.  He  accuses  myself  and 
another  hon.  member  of  this  Convention 
first  of  all  of  being  jirovincial.  Well,  I 
am  prepared  to  plead  somewhat  guilty  to 
the  accusation.  I  admit  that  the  sweep 
of  my  mind  does  not  enable  me,  as  does 
that  of  the  hon.  delegate,  to  take  under  its 
wings  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  the  Briti.sh  Constitution.  I 
come  from  the  small  colony  of  South  Aus¬ 
tralia,  and  my  interests  are  somewhat 
centred  there,  because  I  love  better  the 
things  I  have  seen  than  the  things  I  have 
not  seen.  I  plead  somewhat  guilty  to  the 
charge  of  being  provincial,  because,  when 
the  thing  is  boiled  down  in  the  crucible  of 
common-sense,  this  is  merely  a  commercial 
treaty  w'hich  wc  are  considering.  We  are 
not  here  only  to  raise  a  national  standard, 
but  to  enter  into  a  bargain,  colony  with 
colony,  on  terms  which  we  think  advan¬ 
tageous  to  each.  I  am  here  to  promote 
federation,  but  also  to  see  that  the  terms 
on  which  the  colony^  of  which  I  am  a  humble 
representative  is  asked  to  come  into  the 
federation  are  advantageous  to  her  inter¬ 
ests.  But  when  my  views  are  stigmatised 
as  monstrous,  with  very  much  respect,  I 
protest — and  with  the  greatest  respect, 
owing  to  tlie  distinguished  position  wdiich 
the  hon.  the  President  occupies,  not  only 
here,  but  also  throughout  the  colonies — I 
protest  that  these  are  not  terms,  although 
directed  against  the  humblest Jmember  of 


the  Convention,  which  will  tend  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  spirit  in  which  wo  are  supposed 
to  meet.  I  wish  to  make  every  allow¬ 
ance  for  the  evident  physical  disability 
under  which  the  hon.  member  labours  and 
the  irritation  which  must  result  from  it — 
and  he  has  no  greater  admirer  than  my¬ 
self — but  seeing  that  my  position  has  been 
stigmatised  as  monstrous  by  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman,  I  beg  leave  in  a  very  few  words  to 
support  my  views.  I  shall  not  keep  the 
Convention  more  than  five  minutes.  Yes¬ 
terday  I  advocated  a  definite  arrangement, 
which  undoubtedly  implied  a  looser  federa¬ 
tion  than  that  contemplated  by  the  reso¬ 
lution.  I  admit  it,  but  I  was  not  prepared 
to  let  that  view*  stand  in  the  way  of  any 
view’  W’hich  the  Convention  might  choose 
to  take.  But  surely  I  have  the  right  to 
contribute  my  small  jot  to  the  considera¬ 
tions  of  tlie  Convention.  But,  if  it  comes 
to  that,  I  w’illingly  plead  guilty  to  the 
charge  that  I  do  favour  a  looser  con¬ 
federation,  and  in  a  few  words,  I  will  say 
why.  I  am  not  blind  to  the  commercial 
advantages  which  federation  will  bring  to 
this  great  country.  They  are  patent ;  but 
I  do  not  calculate  the  happiness  of  a  coun¬ 
try,  or  view’  its  w’elfare,  entirely  through 
financial  spectacles.  There  are  many  reforms 
w  Inch  to  be  effected  at  all  must  be  general, 
and  W'hich  can  be  easily  accomplished  in 
small  communities,  but  which  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  difficult  to  bring  about  in  large 
communities.  Federation  of  the  kind  con¬ 
templated  by  the  resolution  means  cen¬ 
tralisation,  and  centralisation  tends  to 
maintain  the  statu  quo,  and  retards  social 
reform.  The  hon.  member  has  challenged 
the  representatives  of  the  smaller  colonies 
in  this  group  with  the  importance  and 
dignity  of  New’  South  Wales,  and  wdth 
the  sacrifice  she  is  making  in  joining  the 
smaller  colonies — but  let  us  have  a  w’ord 
upon  that.  I  admit  that  New  South  Wales 
is  very  much  raoi'e  w’ealthy,  and  is  greater 
than  the  other  colonies. 
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Mr.  Munro  :  It  is  not  more  wealthy 
than  Victoria  ! 

]\Ir.  GORDON :  AVell,  we  will  place 
New  South  Wales  in  juxt*aposition  to  the 
little  colony  of  South  Australia.  It  is 
greater,  wealthier,  and  more  important 
than  South  Australia,  and  has  moreover 
the  lion,  the  President  as  its  Premier.  But 
there  are  many  points  in  which  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  is  immensely  superior  to  New  South 
Wales.  In  point  of  social  reform  and  legal 
reform — in  the  law  courts  and  in  legal  sta¬ 
tutes  they  are  a  hundred  years  behind  South 
Australia,  and  the  only  point  in  which  they 
are  up  to  South  Austi’alia  in  this  respect  is 
in  the  statute  which  they  copied  from  us 
— the  Land  Transfer  Act.  And,  coming  to 
the  question  of  local  government,  the  whole 
of  New  South  Wales,  with  respect  to  her 
improvements  and  public  works,  is  man¬ 
aged  from  a  central  office  here  in  Sydney. 
They  are  behind  even  the  mother  country, 
England,  in  that,  and  years  behind  every 
othercolonyin  thegroup;  so  that  if  we  joined 
New  South  Wales,  with  all  her  wealth,  her 
importance,  and  her  Premier,  we  should 
have  a  vast  mass  of  inertia  to  brin<j  alons: 
with  the  little  colony  of  South  Australia. 
And  I  do  not  know  that  our  advancement 
in  legal  and  social  reform  does  not  counter¬ 
balance  the  wealth,  the  importance,  and 
the  Premier  of  the  older  colony.  I  admit 
that  in  addition  to  commercial  advantages 
there  is  something  to  be  said  for  the  addi¬ 
tional  grandeur  which  the  Australian  flag 
will  derive  from  federation,  and  the  addi¬ 
tional  theatres  of  distinction  and  of  action 
which  the  talented  representatives  of  these 
colonies  will  have  in  which  to  figure;  but 
the  mass  of  our  people  are  much  too  busy 
in  getting  their  daily  bread  to  have  the 
time  or  ambition  for  such  distraction..  I 
do  not  desire  to  see  what  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Deakin,  in  the  brilliant  address  which 
he  gave  us,  pictured,  agovernment  as  strong 
as  a  fortress  and  as  sacred  asa  shrine— that 
is,  a  great  central  powerdwarfingall  others. 

[3/r.  Gordon, 


Rather  than  have  a  government  like  a  fort¬ 
ress,  beneath  whose  frowning  walls  the 
people  must  either  remain  or  go  unsheltered 
to  the  wilderness,  I  would  have  a  tent 
which  they  might  carry  with  them  in 
their  march  of  progress;  and  rather  than 
have  a  government  as  sacred  as  a  shrine, 
guarded  by  jealous  priests,  I  would  have 
an  open  door  through  which  the  peoi>le 
might  come  and  go  without  fear  and  with¬ 
out  superstition. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  confess  that 
it  is  with  feelings  of  sorrow  that  I  have 
heard  the  deeds  of  the  British  nation  at 
large  .so  thoroughly  undervalued  for  the 
purpose  of  the  glorification  of  one  or  two 
bodies  in  Great  Britain.  Any  one  who  re¬ 
flects  upon  what  the  British  people  have 
achieved  under  great  difficulties  in  past 
years,  with  no  fair  chance  aflbrdedto  emerge 
from  them,  will  say  that  we  deserve  a  better 
character  than  was  given  to  us.  Whj,  we 
were  told  that  nothing  had  taken  place  in 
Great  Britain  which  could  be  compared 
with  theSumner  affair  in  theUnitedStates; 
but  I  say  that  no  greater  scandal  has  ever 
fallen  upon  any  deliberative  body  than  the 
dragging  out  of  a  representative  of  the 
British  people  from  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  across  Palace  Y'ard,  upon  his  back 
through  the  mud,  because  he  had  tried 
to  take  an  oath  which  subsequently  all 
admitted  ought  never  to  have  been  re¬ 
quired  from  him,  and  of  which  he  ought 
to  have  been  relieved.  But  why  shouhl 
these  things  be  raked  up  against  theBritish 
race  ?  Why  should  they  not  be  allowed 
to  slumber  ?  I  contend  that  the  patience 
and  the  endurance  of  the  people  of  Au.s- 
tralia  have  been  perfectly  wonderful,  and 
they  deserve  that  the  great  reward  of  free¬ 
dom  should  now  be  given  to  them.  Have 
they  in  any  one  of  the  colonies  had  in  past 
years  the  freedom  of  British  subjects  ? 

hlr.  Munuo  :  Yes;  every  one  of  them  ! 

SirGEOIlGE  GREY :  What,  withnoini- 
nated  councils  ? 
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Mr.  Munro  :  There  are  no  nominated 
councils  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  ;  No  nominated 
councils  1  There  are  three  in  Australia  at 
the  present  day.  Itow  can  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  deny  that  ? 

]Mr.  Muxro  :  We  have  none  in  Vic¬ 
toria  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Is  Victoria  all 
Australia  ?  Is  that  an  an.swer  to  what  I 
have  said  ?  If  the  people  of  Victoria  have 
not  a  nominated  council,  have  they  not 
plural  voting  to  an  extraordinary  degree, 
which  shuts  out  the  poor  from  all  chance 
of  competition  at  the  elections? 

]\Ir.  Muxro  :  We  have  plural  voting, 
certainly  ! 

]\Ir.  CuTHBERT  :  But  to  a  very  limited 
extent  1 

Mr.  Muxro  :  We  are  going  to  abolish 
it  altogether ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Going  to  abolish 
it !  Why  ?  Because  tlie  tempest  thunders 
at  your  doors.  That  is  the  fact.  Such  is 
the  progress  made  in  the  human  mind  at 
the  present  day  that  these  things  can  no 
longer  continue.  But  have  you  proposed 
to  do  it  in  the  resolutions  w’hich  have  been 
laid  before  this  Convention.  No  proposal 
at  all  is  here  made  to  secure  the  liberties 
of  the  people  at  large,  as  should  have  been 
made  in  the  first  instance.  I  contend  that 
any  one  who  reflects  upon  the  great  colo¬ 
nies  which  have  been  founded  by  the  British 
people,  upon  the  wars  in  which  they  have 
been  engaged,  upon  the  number  of  soldiers 
who  have  laid  down  their  lives,  and  the 
number  of  sailors  who  have  done  the  same 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  who  ob¬ 
tained  little  or  no  reward  for  it,  upon  the 
number  of  explorers  who  have  risked  their 
lives  and  have  got  no  great  grants  of  land 
in  return — I  say  that  the  sufferings  that 
Iiavcbcen  undergone  to  make  those  colonies, 
the  deeds  that  have  been  performed  by  the 
people  who  have  created  them,  deserve  a 
better  return  than  has  been  given  to  them 


to-day.  I  contend  that,  here,  we  are  em¬ 
powered  to  give  a  great  gift  to  the  people  of 
Australasia.  That  gift  is  placed  in  our  hands 
to  offer  to  them, to  solicit  them  to  take;  and 
I  say  that  squabbles  of  the  kind  that  have 
taken  place  upon  this  question  ought  not 
to  divert  us  from  that  great  object.  The 
matter,  I  think,  is  really  little  understood 
by  the  Convention.  Nothing  could  be 
kinder  than  the  proposal  that  was  made 
for  a  settlement  of  this  difficulty,  namely, 
that  if  the  two  branches  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  could  not  agree  upon  a  bill,  and  if 
the  bill  were  twice  passed  by  one  of 
them,  an  appeal  should  be  made  to  the 
people.  But  that  ought  to  be  unneces¬ 
sary,  because  the  body  created  by  you,  if 
they  desire  that  law,  could  make  it  them¬ 
selves.  These  are  not  the  points  to  which 
we  should  direct  our  attention.  Our  atten¬ 
tion  is,  I  think,  dropping,  to  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  from  the  consideration  of  the  resolu¬ 
tions  as  they  stand.  Our  proper  duty  is 
to  commence  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
ediBce  we  are  to  build  up  ;  to  do,  as  has 
been  done  in  other  countries,  other  great 
federal  communities — to  begin  with  the 
lower  stratum,  and  to  see  that  the  states 
have  power  given  to  them  to  make  their 
owm  law's  exactly  as  they  like,  to  frame 
their  own  state  constitution  exactly  as  they 
please,  and  to  vary  it  from  time  to  time. 
When  we  have  provided  for  that,  we  should 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  federal 
parliament,  and  nothing  w  ill  be  easier  than 
its  construction.  I  ask  hon.  gentlemen,  how’- 
ever,  in  trying  to  w'ork  this  out,  to  dismiss 
from  their  minds  all*  idea  of  the  incapacity 
of  the  British  race  in  these  colonies  to  deter¬ 
mine  for  themselves  w’hat  their  constitution 
shall  be.  There  are  men  in  these  colonies 
wdio  have  gone  through  great  difficulties, 
many  of  wdiom  have  travelled  into  other 
countries,  many  of  wffiom  have  come  from 
or  through  the  United  States,  and  have 
seen  other  forms  of  government  than  ours ; 
and  I  ask  them  to  trust  to  the  people  to 
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adopt  a  form  of  government  for  themselves, 
to  give  them  that  greatest  and  best  boon 
which  can  be  given  to  men,  and  to  leave 
to  those  who  have  worked  out  w’bat  are 
the  capabilities  of  these  countries,  what  is 
the  best  form  of  settling  them,  in  what 
way  they  can  be  best  occupied — to  leave  to 
those  pereons,  with  all  this  experience,  the 
power  of  doing  that  which  the  great  nation 
of  Britain  authorises  us  to  confer  upon 
them.  And  whilst  they  dismiss  from  their 
minds  all  idea  that  any  one  of  us  has  con¬ 
templated  throwing  blame  upon  the  British 
Parliament,  what  hon.  member  in  this  Con¬ 
vention  will  complain  that  there  is  any  want 
in  the  House  of  Peers  of  goodness  or  capa¬ 
city  or  any  other  quality,  that  they  sliould 
be  extolled  in  this  way  above  oui’selves  ? 
Which  one  of  us  comjDlained  of  the  conduct 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  so  as  in  any  way 
to  necessitate  the  declaration  that  we  were 
not  equally  competent  with  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  determine 
what  should  be  done  %  I  say  that  rather 
the  subject-matter  of  our  addresses  should 
be  to  admit  what  has  been  done  gieat  and 
good  in  this  country  ;  and  having  done  that 
to  stir  the  people  up  to  go  on  in  the  line  of 
goodness,  the  line  of  greatness,  and  to  form 
this  great  confederation ;  and  having  formed 
it,  they  will  call  into  existence  virtues  now 
almost  unknown,  of  patriotism,  of  desire  to 
serve  the  country  ;  will  call  out  a  class  of 
men  who  really  can  confer  great  benefits 
upon  it ;  and  that  they  can  do  if  they  please 
within  a  week  from  this  time.  Leaving 
aside  all  quarrels  upon  minor  details,  let  us 
take  any  one  of  the  federal  constitutions 
which  are  in  existence,  and,  without  at- 
lempting  in  any  way  to  servilely  follow 
it,  let  us  trace  out  in  liow  far  the  lines 
of  that  constitution  are  applicable  to  this 
country,  and  upon  any  one  of  the  existing 
constitutions  we  may  build  up  a  new  one, 
fitted  to  make  Australia  a  great  nation,  and 
we  may  leave  the  result  to  be  sent  to  the 
different  states,  to  be  considered  there.  I 
[Sir  George  Grey, 


believe  that  in  every  instance,  if  founded 
upon  true  principles  of  freedom,  it  would 
be  adopted  with  shout^i  of  applause,  with 
great  thanksgiving,  with  gratitude  from 
all  hearts ;  and  all  this  might  be  done  in 
a  week  or  ten  days  from  this  time.  I 
earnestly  ask  that  we  should  be  allowed 
to  get  on  with  the  resolutions,  if  they  are 
to  be  persisted  in,  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  and  having  done  that,  let  the  other 
resolutions  be  put.  Wiien  that  has  been 
done,  let  the  draftsman  be  empowered 
to  draft  the  system  of  federation  which 
we  choose  to  recommend.  That  is  what 
I  earnestly  desire  to  see  done.  I  con¬ 
fess  it  is  with  sorrow  that  I  have  found 
that  we  have  been  compelled  to  hurry  on 
this  matter,  to  speak  with  greater  heat 
tlian  perhaps  was  necessary  ;  but  I  think 
that  no  man  who  really  loved  his  fel¬ 
low-men — who  for  years  had  been  a  com¬ 
panion  with  them  in  their  difficulties  of 
every  possible  kind — could  sib  patiently 
and  hear  so  far  undervalued  what  they 
had  done,  and  the  raents  of  a  distant  coun¬ 
try  so  greatly  extolled  as  far  surpassing 
everything  of  our  own  that  we  can  pro¬ 
duce  or  show,  without  feeling  a  mortifica¬ 
tion  in  his  heart  which  it  was  difficult  for 
him  not  to  express.  I  have  mourned  over 
the  number  of  explorers  who  have  died, 

I  have  mourned  over  the  lack  of  rewards 
given  to  those  wlio  have  survived.  I 
have  seen  my  friend,  Stui't,  die  aliuosb 
neglected  and  unrewarded.  I  have  seen 
others  in  the  same  state  j  no  loud  plaudits 
h&.ve  gone  forth  to  recognise  what  they 
have  done.  I  have  seen  great  statesmen 
amongst  you,  and  I  have  seen  few  of  them 
obtain  rewards.  Of  necessity,  from  having 
command  of  small  parties,  I  have  known 
men  in  humble  life,  and  have  seen  perfect 
heroes  amongst  those  who  were  really  work¬ 
ing  men  in  the  colonies ;  but  I  have  never 
yet  seen  fair  openings  given  to  men  of  that 
class,  such  has  been  the  nature  of  the  in¬ 
stitutions  here ;  and  what  I  have  hoped 
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and  desired,  was  that  the  time  had  now 
come  when  justice  at  least  would  be  done, 
when  every  avenue  would  be  opened  to 
greatness  and  worth  in  every  class  of  life, 
when  a  constitution  such  as  the  world 
has  not  yet  seen,  would  be  given  to  a  free 
people  ;  and  when  I  lieard  the  language 
to-day,  and  began  to  think  that  there 
really  was  some  conception  coming  upon 
the  minds  of  lion,  members  that  the  Con¬ 
vention  miglit  be  broken  up,  and  that 
nothing  should  be  done,  then  the  heart 
began  to  sink,  and  the  hopes  that  seemed 
so  near  realisation  appeared  to  be  fading 
away.  But  I  still  hope  and  trust  that  we 
will  persist  in  the  task  given  to  us,  and, 
from  what  the  last  speaker  said,  I  believe 
that  he  and  others  will  rise  superior  to  the 
difficulties  surrounding  us,  and  help  to 
complete  the  great  work  for  which  the 
whole  of  Australasia  are  looking,  and  upon 
which  I  believe  the  eyes  of  the  wdiole 
civilised  world  at  the  present  moment  are 
fixed.  Let  us  not  disappoint  them.  Let 
us  show  ourselves  worthy  of  the  duty  w^e 
are  called  upon  to  perform,  and  blessings 
will  for  ever  follow  the  men  who  helped 
in  that  consummation. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  1  think  it  will  be 
agreed  by  most  hon.  members  that  we 
have  gone  as  far  with  this  important  sub¬ 
ject — the  most  important  of  our  delibera¬ 
tions — as  general  discussion  can  bring  us. 
We  have  already  had  the  resolution  of 
the  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Parkes  excised  and 
amended  so  that  it  reads,  “  tlie  sole  power 
of  originating  all  bills  appropriating  re¬ 
venue  or  imposing  taxation.”  That  lays 
down  a  very  important  principle  ;  but  it 
commits  us  to  nothing  more,  and  it  does 
not  prevent  us  from  putting  in  more  wdien 
w^e  go  into  Committee.  I  should,  w  ith  all 
respect,  propose  to  my  hon.  friend.  Sir 
John  Downer,  and  to  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Wrixon,  that  they  both  withdraw  their 
amendments,  and  that  we  pass  this  reso¬ 
lution  with  the  one  amendment  or  excision 


that  has  been  made,  and  then,  when  we  go 
into  Committee — either  into  one  commit¬ 
tee  or  into  separate  committees  —  say,  a 
separate  committee  dealing  with  this  finan¬ 
cial  matter — we  may  be  able  to  crystallise 
the  general  opinion  of  tlie  delegates,  and 
to  frame  some  kind  of  phraseology  that 
will  meet  with  general  approval,  because 
we  have  got  very  near  one  another.  We 
have  got  this  far,  that  I  think,  generally, 
we  agree  that  the  upper  chamber  should 
not  interfere  by  way  of  amendment  with 
the  appropriation  bill  for  tlie  ordinary 
services  of  the  year.  Then  wiien  wx  come 
to  that,  the  question  simply  is,  what  out¬ 
side  that  sliould  be  considered  money  bills, 
or  whether  all  bills  outside  that  should  be 
open  to  amendment ;  and  here  while  I  am 
speaking  I  may  as  well  say,  as  a  matter  of 
my  own  opinion,  that  this  is  a  question  in¬ 
volved  not  merely  in  the  matter  of  a  state 
house  for  state  rights,  but  that  it  is  in¬ 
volved,  as  far  as  my  opinion  Ls  concerned, 
ill  the  whole  pHnciple  of  bicameral  govern¬ 
ment.  My  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Wrixon,  said 
that  if  the  upper  house  had  the  right  con¬ 
tended  for  they  w’ould  always  exercise  it. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  follows.  In  the  lower 
house  among  ourselves  when  we  have  the 
estimates  put  before  us  w  e  do  not  debate 
more  than  one  out  of  every  100  of  the 
items ;  in  fact,  very  often  the  debate  on 
the  estimates  is  only  on  about  half  a  dozen 
matters,  often  trivial,  but  still  of  an  im¬ 
portant  character,  as  connected  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Generally  lasting  very 
long ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  shoidd  like  to  say 
before  the  debate  concludes  that  I  cannot 
see  where  the  power  of  the  lower  house 
is  so  much  contravened  when  the  upper 
house*  has  the  power  to  absolutely  veto. 
Surely  when  the  veto  takes  place  with  re¬ 
gard  to  any  great  measure  of  finance,  it 
is  only  with  regard  to  one  or  tw^o  items  in 
the  whole  ;  and  does  it  not  seem  absurd 
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to  eliminate  all  the  machinery  by  which 
any  suggestion  whatever  could  come  from 
the  upper  house  with  regard  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  matters  to  which  they  objected  1 
But  these  arguments  liave  been  put  before 
the  Committee,  and  I  do  not  intend  to 
take  up  its  time.  I  do  not  want  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  ordinary  dtd)ate  of  our  houses 
of  parliament.  I  do  not  want  to  refer  to 
any  hon.  member,  or  to  cast  any  asper¬ 
sions  ;  but  I  would  now  suggest  that  it  is 
only  due  to  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  who  placed  these  resolutions  before 
the  Convention,  that  as  far  as  we  can, 
'v\ith  certain  verbal  amendments,  so  loii" 
as  they  carry  out  the  main  principles  upon 
which  our  bill  will  ultimately  be  framed, 
we  sliould  pass  them  ;  and  then  I  take  for 
granted  that  the  committees  will  bring  up 
a  series  of  more  scientiBc  resolutions 
which,  as  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  has  said,  will  be  the  soul  of  the 
bill  itself.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
have  now  got  as  far  as  general  discussion 
can  bring  us  on  a  very  delicate  and  intri¬ 
cate  question,  and  it  would  be  far  better 
if  those  hon.  gentlemen  would  withdraw 
their  amendments,  and  if,  with  the  ex¬ 
cision  which  has  already  been  made,  we 
pass  this  resolution,  wdiich  still  leaves  us 
open  to  the  broadest  possible  compronjise. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  If  the  dis¬ 
cussion  is  to  close,  I  think  it  riglit  before  it 
closes,  for  my  own  part,  to  express  the  very 
great  regret  I  felt  in  heanng  the  speech 
lately  delivered  by  the  President.  We  all 
meet  here,  I  believe,  without  exception, 
firmly  determined  to  do  our  best  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  federal  constitution,  and  I  think  it  is 
most  unfortunate  that  either  intentionally 
or  unintentionally  anything  should  be  said 
to  tend  to  disturb  the  good  feeling  which 
no\v exists  amongst  us.  The  hon.  member. 
Sir  Heni*y  Parkes,  informed  us,  in  part  of 
his  spcecli,  that  the  intention  of  these  re¬ 
solutions  was  to  establish  in  Australia 
something  analogous  to  the  British  Con- 
[Mr.  McMillan, 


stitution.  If  that  is  so,  of  course  all  the 
discussion  which  has  taken  place  to-day 
and  yesterday  has  been  wasted.  If  we 
w^ere  going  to  reproduce  the  British  Consti¬ 
tution,  w’ith  a  house  of  commons  and  a 
house  of  lords,  it  w'ould  be  idlefor  ustotalk 
about  the  powders  of  the  House  of  Lords 
or  an  upper  chamber;  but  I  wish  to  point 
out,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Henry  Parke.s,  wdll  agree — for 
there  is  no  one  wdth  a  larger  knowledge 
of  constitutional  history  or  practice — that 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  reproduce  the 
British  Constitution  in  Australia.  The 
circumstances  of  the  country  w’ill  not  per¬ 
mit  of  it.  Tlie  British  Constitution  is  not 
a  federal  constitution.  It  is  quite  differ¬ 
ent  from  a  federal  constitution ;  so  that  to 
attempt  to  do  that  is  to  attempt  to  make 
two  things  work  together  which  cannot 
work  together.  What  w’e  have  to  do  is  to 
follow  the  British  Constitution  as  nearly 
as  its  principles  are  applicable  to  a  federal 
constitution. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  That  is  absolutely 
all  I  ever  said  I 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Tam  sorry 
if  I  misunderstood  the  hon.  gentleman, 
but  certainly  the  greater  part  of  his  speech 
led  to  that  impression.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  if  his  arguments  were  carried  out,  it 
w’as  absolutely  impossible  to  proceed - 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  I  think  it  will  be 
convenient  for  me  to  explain.  I  have 
said  in  every  speech  I  have  ad«iressed  to 
this  Convention  that  it  is  impossible  to 
reproduce  the  British  Constitution.  I  have 
said  that  repeatedly,  and  it  certainly  is 
not  my  fault  if  the  Convention  has  not 
heard  me.  What  I  have  said  in  addition 
was  that,  so  far  as  my  individual  opinion 
went,  I  w’as  .seeking  to  follow  on  the  lines 
of  the  British  Constitution,  to  work  out 
the  spirit  of  the  British  Constitution,  or 
W’ords  to  tliat  effect.  But  I  have  never 
once  been  so  foolish  or  so  ignorant  as  to 
announce  to  this  body  of  eminent  men 
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that  I  thought  of  reproducing  the  British 
Constitution.  I  hope  iny  lion,  and  learned 
friend  will  accept  my  explanation ;  he  must 
have  heard  me  liimself  at  dififerent  times. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am  very 
glad  indeed  that  my  few  words  have  been 
the  occasion  of  drawing  this  explanation 
fi’om  the  hon.  member.  But  I  am  sure 
that  I  was  not  alone  this  afternoon  in 
understanding  the  hon.  member  to  main¬ 
tain  that  the  second  chamber  proposed  to 
be  established  in  Australia  should  be  an¬ 
alogous  in  its  functions  to  the  House  of 
Lords. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  To  a  large  extent 
I  .said  that;  but  that  is  quite  a  different 
thing  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  But  the 
point  is  most  material  when  we  are  con¬ 
sidering  the  limitation  of  its  powers.  I  am 
quite  sure  the  hon.  member  could  not,  on 
further  consideration,  in.sist  on  such  views 
as  I  understood  him  to  express.  Perhaps  I 
should  apologise  to  him  for  having  mis¬ 
understood  him.  Just  one  observation  I 
should  like  to  make  now.  It  has  been  very 
often  suggested  that  the  proposal  advocated 
by  many  hon.  members  will  not  work;  that 
it  is  impossible  that  it  can  work  ;  that  it  is 
impossible  to  allow  a  second  chamber  to 
liave  any  voice  in  financial  matters.  That 
argument,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  so 
with  great  respect,  reminds  me  of  the  argu¬ 
ment  addressed  to  Mr.  George  Stephenson 
when  he  was  inventing  the  steam  engine — 
that  it  was  impossible  that  the  thing  could 
work.  It  was  demonstrated  by  all  the 
scientific  men  that  in  the  nature  of  things 

O 

an  engine  could  not  go  at  the  rate  of  10 
miles  an  hour.  Well,  we  are  not  merely 
putting  the  opinions  of  persons  who  are 
trying  a  new  experiment  against  those  of 
others  of  greater  experience  ;  but  we  have 
the  experience  on  our  side  :  we  can  point 
to  100  year.s,  at  least,  where  such  a 
machine  has  been  working — working  all 
over  the  world — and  is  working  at  the  pre¬ 


sent  time.  I  think  we  have  only  to  see 
what  is  the  best  way  of  meeting  the  differ¬ 
ences  that  are  at  present  between  us. 
These  are  not  very  many.  I  am  quite 
satisfied  that,  with  two  or  three  exceptions 
— and  I  doubt  whether  there  are  so  many 
— the  differences  between  us  will  come 
down  to  an  extremely  small  point — almost 
to  a  vanishing  point ;  and,  that  being  so, 
I  think  it  would  be  unfortunate  if  any 
interruption  wore  to  take  place  in  the 
amicable  relations  which  we  have  hitherto 
maintained  towards  each  other. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY:  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  have  had  some  very  entertaining  speeches 
to-day,  some  of  wdiich,  if  we  had  unlimited 
time  at  our  disposal,  we  should  no  doubt 
have  listened  to  wdtli  great  pleasure  ;  but  I 
am  afraid  that  they  have  not  advanced  our 
busi  nessas  speedily  as  w^e  could  wish.  lagree 
with  those  who  say  that  we  must  sooner 
or  later  refer  all  details  to  a  committee. 
Although,  no  doubt,  the  question  w^e  are 
now  discussing  is  an  extremely  important 
one,  yet,  I  think,  I  may  fairly  put  it  to  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  John  Downer,  on  the 
one  hand,  who  has  made  one  set  of  pro¬ 
positions,  and  to  the  hon.  member,  IMr. 
Wrixon,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  is  ab¬ 
solutely  impossible  to  come  to  any  fair 
decision  on  the  question,  which  wdll  not 
cause  very  great  irritation  in  this  Conven¬ 
tion.  It  is  absolutely  certain,  I  think,  in 
the  minds  of  all  of  us  who  look  fairly  at 
the  matter,  and  w'ho  desire  to  speed  our 
business,  that  some  sort  of  compromise 
must  be  suggested.  I  believe  it  is  equally 
certain  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have 
given  their  attention  to  the  matter,  that 
we  are  not  prepared  without  tlie  report 
of  a  committee,  or  without  very  full  con¬ 
sideration,  to  describe  exactly  the  terms 
on  wdiich  the  differences  can  be  adjusted. 
I  would  ask  both  those  hon.  members  to 
withdraw,  for  the  present,  their  amend¬ 
ments,  not  only  on  the  understanding,  but 
with  the  knowledge  that,  as  the  resolution 
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at  present  stands,  it  commends  itself  to 
all  of  us.  We  have  struck  out  the  words  in 
the  last  line  ‘‘  and  amending  so  that  we 
provide  that  the  lower  house  or  the  house 
of  representatives  shall 

possess  the  sole  power  of  originating  all  bills 
appropriating  revenue  or  imposing  taxation. 

Of  course,  we  have  not  absolutely  passed 
those  .words ;  but  still,  I  think,  ’we  are  all 
agreed  that  what  we  may  call  the  lower 
house  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  origi¬ 
nating  those  bills.  I  think  it  is  equally 
certain  that  none  of  us  are  prepared  to 
absolutely  stop  there.  On  the  one  hand, 
some  say  that  we  ought  distinctly  to  pro¬ 
vide  that  the  senate  or  upper  houje  shall 
have  the  power  of  vetoing  in  the  whole,  or 
amending  in  detail  all  money  bills,  per¬ 
haps,  without  exception ;  while  others  con¬ 
tend,  as  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon, 
does,  that  money  bills  should  not  be 
amended  by  the  senate.  I  say  that  we 
ought  to  stop  at  the  point  where  we  have 
agreed,  with  the  view  of  seeing  whether 
a  committee  can  frame  a  basis  on  which 
we  can  ultimately  agree  with  respect  to  the 
other  stages  of  money  bills.  We  have  all 
agreed  that  the  lower  house  shall  originate 
those  bills.  Although  there  may  be  a  ma¬ 
jority  one  way  or  the  other,  it  would  be 
by  force,  and  not  by  argument,  that  they 
would  be  satisfied  if  we  attempted  to  take 
a  division  to-niglit.  I  would  ask  both  my 
hon.  friends  to  withdraw  their  amend¬ 
ments  for  the  present. 

Sir  Joiix  Downer  :  And  what  then! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY^  :  We  are  quite  con¬ 
tent  to  refer  the  resolution  as  it  stands  to 
a  committee  ;  but  I  understand  that  my 
hon.  friend  wants  to  refer  the  1st  and  3rd 
resolutions  also  to  a  committee.  There  is 
not  the  least  doubt  in  a  single  mind  that 
they  must  go  to  a  committee  sooner  or  later. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  They  must  all  go  to  a 
committee  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  It  will  be  most  con¬ 
venient,  perhap.s,  for  us  to  Lave  a  general 
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discussion  on  the  3rd  resolution  before  it 
goes  to  a  committee  than  afterwards,  so 
that  the  committee  may  have  something  to 
guide  them.  I  do  not  suppose  fora  moment 
that  the  committee  can  frame  resolutions 
that  will  meet  the  wishes  of  all  of  us ;  but 
from  this  discussion  they  will  gather  a 
general  notion  as  to  what  is  likely  to  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  greater  number  of  the  dele¬ 
gates.  I  intended  to  suggest  that  we  should 
say  “the  two  houses  respectively  shall  have 
such  other  powers  in  reference  to  money 
bills  as  may  be  hereafter  agreed  upon  ”  ; 
but  of  course  if  we  do  not  put  in  those 
words  tlie  same  idea  vvill  really  be  con¬ 
veyed.  By  leaving  the  resolution  as  it 
.stands,  neither  on  one  side,  nor  on  the 
other,  w'ill  it  be  assumed  that  we  have 
said  all  we  have  to  say  in  regard  to  money 
bills?  What  we  have  said  we  have  said 
definitely  :  that  the  lower  house  shall 
have  power  to  originate ;  but  we  all 
admit  that  there  is  more  to  be  said  than 
that.  In  the  present  state  of  things  in 
the  Convention  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
to  get  anything  like  a  unanimous  decision 
on  the  question.  We  all  want,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  to  get  something  like  a  unanimous 
decision.  It  is  no  use  here,  as  it  would 
be  in  an  ordinary  parliament,  to  attempt 
to  pass  anything  by  a  bare  majority.  We 
feel  that  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to 
thi’ash  the  whole  thing  out,  and  see  if, 
after  all,  there  is  not  some  possible  course 
to  be  adopted  that  wdll,  if  not  please,  at 
least  satisfy,  the  members  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  generally.  I  do  trust,  therefore,  that 
both  hon.  members  will  be  disposed  to  let 
the  matter  stand  where  it  is,  as  far  as  this  re¬ 
solution  is  concerned,  on  the  distinct  under¬ 
standing  that  it  will  have  to  be  subse¬ 
quently  dealt  w'ith  by  a  committee,  wdio 
will  elaborate  some  sclieme — perhaps  one 
of  the  schemes  suggested  by  the  hon. 
members,  perhaps  some  other  scheme — 
which  will  effectually  caiTy  out  the  wishes 
of  the  delegates  present  at  the  Convention. 
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Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  When  I  sug¬ 
gested  just  now  that  these  resolutions 
should  be  at  once  sent  to  a  committee,  it 
was  because  I  felt  that  it  was  quite  im¬ 
possible  to  consider  the  3rd  resolution  until 
the  1st  resolution  was  disposed  of  ;  because 
I  thought  that  to  put  oil' the  consideration 
of  the  relative  powers  to  be  reposed  in  the 
two  houses  until  we  constituted  the  execu¬ 
tive  was  to  put  the  cart  before  the  horse, 
and  to  create  your  tribunal  without  first  de¬ 
fining  its  jurisdiction.  I  have  not  altered 
my  opinion  on  that  subject,  and  cannot 
bring  myself  to  alterit  in  any  shape  or  form, 
and  when  I  suggested  that  all  these  reso¬ 
lutions  should  go  to  a  committee  at  once — 
which  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Henry  Parkes, 
said  was  unreasonable — I  really  thought 
— and  I  tell  the  hon.  gentleman  so — that 
I  was  rather  acting  in  accordance  with  his 
views  than  in  antagonism  to  them.  Cer¬ 
tainly  a  conversation  I  had  with  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  McMillan,  led  me  to  enter¬ 
tain  that  view.  I  certainly  have  no  wish 
or  anxiety  to  shelve  a  question  which  has 
been  so  much  considered.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  fight  the  resolutions  out  now^,  or 
to  refer  them  all  to  a  committee  for  con¬ 
sideration,  so  that  we  may  discuss  them 
again  when  the  report  is  brought  up.  I 
still  say  that  I  feel  just  as  anxious  as  does 
my  lion,  friend.  Sir  John  Bray,  to  be  as 
conciliatory  as  possible,  and  not  to  say  one 
word  which  would  momentarily  ofiend,  or 
which  might  afterwards  leave  a  sting  in 
the  mind  of  any  one  present.  I  have 
great  esteem  for  all  who  are  here,  and  my 
sole  anxiety  is  to  bring  about  the  one  I’e- 
sult  we  have  been  sent  here  to  promote. 
I  do,  however,  ask  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  say  whether  they  do  not  think 
we  ought  to  settle  resolution  No.  1  before 
we  settle  resolution  No.  3  ? 

Sir  John  Bray  :  We  shall  not  settle 
either  until  we  get  a  committee  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  Is  it  vrovth 
while  to  discuss  resolution  No.  3  before  wo 


have  settled  resolution  No.  1  ]  Is  it  worth 
while  to  mix  up  the  strong  opinions,  the 
strong  prejudices  in  the  minds  of  all  of  us 
— prejudices  which  perhaps  were  born  in  us, 
and  which  have  become  stronger  through 
association  and  usage — is  it  worth  while 
to  mix  up  this  question  of  constitutional 
government  with  a  question  of  what  shall 
be  the  relative  powers  of  the  senate  and 
the  house  of  representatives  ? 

Mr.  Munro  :  They  naturally  mix  them¬ 
selves  up  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  Surely  not. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Tliey  do  indeed ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER :  I  think  they 
unnaturally  mix  themselves  up.  What 
I  am  endeavouring  to  urge  is  that  they 
mix  themselves  up  through  no  process  of 
reasoning,  but  entirely  through  prejudice. 

Mr.  Munro  :  No  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  They  mix 
themselves  up  because  many  of  us,  and  per¬ 
haps  most  of  us,  are  so  prejudiced  in  favour 
of  the  form  of  government  to  which  we 
have  been  so  accustomed,  that  we  are  un¬ 
willing  to  embark  in  any  fresh  venture  at 
all.  But,  first  of  all,  surely  we  ought  to 
say  what  the  governing  body  is  to  be; 
w  hat,  for  instance,  the  senate  is  to  be,  or 
whether  we  are  to  have  two  houses  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Playford  :  W e  have  said  that ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  That  being  the 
case,  the  next  thing  we  have  to  determine 
is,  wdiat  shall  be  the  powers  of  the  two 
houses,  jointly  or  differentially  ?  When  we 
have  settled  the  absolute  and  the  relative 
power  of  the  two  houses  it  will  then  be 
time  to  settle  what  the  executive  is  to  be 
— the  body  wdiich  has  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  two  houses. 

Mr.  Munro  :  That  is  the  only  way  in 
which  it  can  be  done  1 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  Perhaps  hav¬ 
ing  been  brought  up  in  an  arbitrary  pro¬ 
fession  lam  accustomed  to  look  at  tliese 
matters  from  an  arbitrary  point  of  view  ; 
but  I  cannot  see  any  reason  at  all  for 
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proceeding  to  resolution  No.  3  until  we 
have  settled  resolution  No.  1,  because  when 
we  get  to  No.  3  ^sve  shall  have  to  consider 
the  whole  question  as  to  whether  we  are 
to  have  constitutional  government  or  not, 
and  to  discuss  the  question  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  new  federation  is  to  be  upon 
old  lines,  which,  in  my  contention,  are 
absolutely  inapplicable — upon  lines  which 
Sir  Henry  Parkes,  and  those  who  think 
with  liim,  are  of  opinion  ought  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  almost  absolutely,  or  as  closely  as 
possible.  We  cannot  avoid  mixing  up  the 
executive  with  the  ultimate  authority,  and 
we  may  possibly  sacrifice  the  liberties  of 
the  federation  to  some  prejudices  exist¬ 
ing  in  our  minds  and  arising  from  past 
association,  from  heredity,  or  from  other 
causes.  It  is  from  that  point  of  view 
that  I  suggested  at  once — and  certainly 
I  thought  from  what  had  been  said  to 
me  that  it  would  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  mover  of  the  resolutions — that  hav¬ 
ing  discussed  the  matter  to  its  present 
stage,  it  would  be  expedient  to  send  reso¬ 
lutions  1  and  3  to  one  committee,  sendinsr 

^  ^  o 

No.  2,  which  deals  with  quite  another  mat¬ 
ter,  to  another  committee,  and  in  this  way 
have  all  three  resolutions  considered  to¬ 
gether.  By  that  means,  I  thought,  we 
might  discover  whether  an  arrangement, 
in  which  we  all  expect  to  give  away  some¬ 
thing  could  not  be  arnved  at.  I  still 
think,  in  reference  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray,  that  it  would 
be  better,  if  we  are  going  to  have  this 
matter  fought  out  in  public,  and  settled  by 
voting  on  this  floor,  that  we  should  settle 
resolution  No.  1,  and  afterwards  settle 
No.  3,  or  agree  to  refer  both  resolutions 
to  a  committee. 

Sir  John  Bray:  Let  us  take  a  vote ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNEPv:  Then  I  object. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  Strike  out  the  latter  part 
of  No.  3  1 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  If  resolution 
No.  3  ended  with  the  words  “such  persons 
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sitting  in  parliament,'’  no  opinion  would 
be  expressed  upon  the  point  at  i.ssue, 
and  I  should  not  have  the  slightest  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  resolution  being  agreed  to  in 
that  form. 

^Ir.  GILLIES :  I  have  purposely  re¬ 
frained  fi-om  joining  in  the  general  debate, 
because  I  felt  assured  from  the  sentiments 
which  many  of  us ‘have  heard  expre.ssed 
among  hon.  members  that  there  was  a 
general  desire  that  this  question  should, 
if  possible,  before  being  finally  determined 
by  the  Convention,  be  discussed  privately 
by  a  select  committee.  I  do  not  join  in 
the  opinion  which  has  been  expressed  this 
afternoon  that  things  look  rather  black  ; 
in  fact,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they 
look  very  well  indeed,  and  the  reason  I 
form  this  opinion  is  this — that  I  have 
spoken  to  scarcely  an  hon.  member  of  the 
Convention  wdio  has  not  expre.ssed  a 
strong  desire  and  hope  that  w’e  may  be 
able  to  come  to  some  reasonable  agreement 
upon  the  diflficulty  wdiich  has  arisen,  I 
believe  that  hope  is  greater  this  afternoon 
than  it  has  been  before.  We  notice  that 
as  soon  as  there  is  a  little  storm  the  at- 
mo.sphere  cools  very  readily,  and  the  liope 
is  generally  expressed  all  round  that  we 
sliall  do  credit  to  the  Convention  and  to 
tho.se  who  sent  us  here.  I  confess  that  per¬ 
sonally  I  should  feel  ashamed  if  I  had  to  go 
back  to  the  colony  of  Victoria  and  con¬ 
fess  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  met 
here  for  such  an  important  purpose,  com¬ 
missioned  as  they  are  by  the  parliaments 
of  the  different  colonies,  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  separate  without  being  able  to 
solve  what  is  undoubtedly  a  difficult 
question,  but  which  certainly  i.s  not  one 
that  is  insoluble.  I  think  we  can  pass 
the  resolution  that  we  have  been  dis¬ 
cussing  as  it  stands ;  and  taking  the  view 
of  the  proposal  made  by  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  John  Bray,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
that  we  shall  meet  upon  thi.s  point.  I  have 
heard  so  many  suggestions  of  amendment.s, 
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many  of  them  very  reasonable  within  ilieni- 
selvcs,  that  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  be 
able  to  adopt  or  modify  some  of  them  when 
lion,  members  are  in  consultation.  With 
regard  to  the  other  proposition  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  J olm  Downer,  I 
believe  the  resolution  can  be  so  amended 
as  not  to  commit  the  Committee  to  any 
absolute  or  strongly  expressed  opinion 
which  it  might  afterwards  see  fit  to  alter, 
and  that  we  miglit  at  the  same  time 
enunciate  the  principle  which  is  in  reality 
contained  in  the  resolution.  I  hope  we 
shall  see  our  way  to  pass  tlie  resolution 
under  discussion  on  the  understanding 
that  tliat  and  the  3rd  resolution  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  when  we  may 
able  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  not  possible 
to  come  to  a  satisfactory  understanding 
uj^on  the  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  hon. 
members. , 

Mr.  WlvIXON  :  I  think  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray,  is  a 
very  good  one,  and  if  both  amendments 
are  withdrawn  for  the  present  we  shall  be 
in  a  position,  after  the  report  from  the 
select  committee,  to  discuss  the  question 
with  better  effect,  and  I  shall  be  very 
happy  to  fall  in  with  the  arrangement, 
because  I  think  it  will  lead  to  a  peaceful 
solution  of  the  difficulty. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  If  resolution 
No.  1  is  to  stand  as  it  is,  and  No.  3  is  to 
go  with  the  words  to  wdiich  I  have  be¬ 
fore  referred  struck  out,  so  that  w’e  shall 
not  commit  ourselves  to  any  principle,  I 
am  quite  willing  that  the  course  proposed 
should  be  adopted.  That  is  what  I  wish 
to  see  done ;  and  I  would  suggest  that 
some  hon.  member  should  move  that  the 
further  consideration  of  resolutions  1  and 
*  2  be  postponed. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  We  must  deal 
with  No.  1  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  We  may  pass 
No.  1  on  the  understanding  to  which  I 
have  referred  ;  postpone  No.  2 ;  and  con¬ 


sider  No.  3  simply  with  the  view  of  putting 
it  in  such  a  form  as  to  leave  the  whole 
question  open. 

Mr,  DEAKIN  :  I  do  not  see  any  objec¬ 
tion  to  that  course  except  one,  w^hicli  I 
should  have  thought  might  have  suggested 
itself  to  Sir  John  Downer,  and  this  is 
that  those  wdio  desire  to  strike  out  the 
words  in  resolution  No.  3,  referring  to  re¬ 
sponsible  government  as  we  now  have  it, 
will  surely  desire  to  ventilate  their  view.s, 
or  else  the  question  will  go  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  without  any  guidance  whatever  from 
the  Convention.  The  committee  will  be 
left  with  a  perfectly  free  hand,  it  is  time ; 
but  it  might  suggest  itself  to  those  hon. 
members  who  do  not  approve  of  the 
proposal  in  re.solution  No.  3,  but  favour 
some  other  proposal,  that  it  is  incumbent 
upon  them  to  lay  their  alternative  before 
the  Convention  as  a  whole,  if  they  expect 
the  committee  to  deal  with  the  subject  in 
any  way.  Therefore,  I  would  suggest  that 
w'e  should  pass  resolution  No.  1,  and  take 
No.  3  next. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  Why  not  finish 
them  all  to-night  1 

Dr.  Cock  BURN  :  Because  there  will  be 
a  debate  upon  resolution  No.  2  ! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  The  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  from  re.solution  No.  3  do  not  alTect 
the  question  of  constitutional  government 
or  ministerial  responsibility  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN:  lam  perfectly  aware 
of  that.  What  I  am  pointing  out  is  that 
if  hon.  members  desii'e  a  committee  to  deal 
with  the  question  involved  in  No.  3 — to  put 
it  plainly,  to  deal  w’ith  the  question  as  to 
whether  they  w  ill  propose  a  constitution 
which  sliall  have  responsible  government 
as  its  chief  feature,  or  whether  they  w'ill, 
as  some  hon.  members  have  expressly 
desired,  propose  another  kind  of  consti¬ 
tution  which  shall  not  have  responsible 
government  as  w’e  know"  it  for  its  chief 
feature — w-e  shall  be  placing  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  an  unfair  position  unless  the 
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Convention,  as  a  Tvhole,  fii-sfc  considers  the 
general  issue.  We  may  not  come  to  a  vote 
upon  it ;  but  those  hon.  members  who 
desire  that  some  change  should  be  made  in 
resolution  No.  3  ought  to  inform  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  direction  in  which  they 
desire  to  go,  in  order  tliat  the  question 
may  be  debated.  The  matter  is  not 
one  of  importance  to  myself;  but  I  am 
pointing  out  that  it  is  much  better  to  do 
that  than  to  wait  until  the  committee 
has  come  to  a  definite  proposal  and 
then  bring  in  an  amendment  which  would 
really  mean  the  subversal  of  the  whole  of 
the  proposals  of  the  committee  in  regard 
to  responsible  government. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  We  have  had 
a  good  deal  of  reference  to  resolution  No. 
3.  The  subject  has  been  running  through 
the  whole  discussion,  and,  in  fact,  it  would 
be  strange  were  it  not  so;  and  I  fancy 
that  the  general  views  of  the  members  of 
the  Convention  are  sufficiently  undei'^tood 
to  enable  us  to  send  the  re.soliition  to  the 
committee  without  further  discussion. 

Mr,  Deakix  :  Very  good ;  I  am  quite 
willing  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  If  it  is 
understood  that  there  is  a  general  con¬ 
sensus  of  opinion,  I  should  like  to  know' 
what  the  consensus  is,  if  I  am  to  be  a 
party  to  it  ?  I  understood  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  John  Downer,  to  .say  wlien  he  sat 
down  that  resolution  No.  3  w'ould  be  sent 
to  the  committee  as  it  stood. 

Sir  J OHN  Downer  :  No,  with  certain 
words  struck  out  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  agree 
with  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  that 
the  resolution  ought  to  be  discussed  here 
before  it  goes  to  the  select  committee. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  am  willing  to 
withdraw  my  amendment  on  the  under¬ 
standing  that  no  decision  will  be  arrived 
at  on  resolution  No.  3,  except  to  strike 
out  the  w^ords  already  referred  to. 

[J/r.  Deahin, 


Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  What  are  you 
going  to  do  with  resolution  No.  2  ? 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  w'ould  suggest 
that  it  sliould  be  postponed.  I  do  not 
think  that  its  discussion  need  take  very 
long.  The  gentlemen  wdiowill  be  appointed 
to  the  committee  will  probably  like  to  be 
present  in  the  Convention  when  resolution 
No.  2  is  being  dealt  with. 

The  CnAiiiMAN  :  Do  I  understand  that 
the  hon.  member  wishes  to  withdraw'  his 
amendment  ? 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  will  not  do 
so  unless  I  have  a  distinct  understanding 
v/ith  the  Convention.  I  would  ask  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  w  hether,  if  I  w'ith- 
draw  my  amendment,  and  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Wrixon,  also  withd raw's  his  amend¬ 
ment,  he  will  consent  that  re.solution  No. 

1  should  be  passsed  ;  that  No.  3  should 
simply  be  amended  by  the  omission  of  the 
w'ords  at  the  end  to  which  reference  has 
been  made,  and  that  these  tw'o  resolutions 
should  be  then  sent  to  the  select  committee 
without  a  vote  being  taken. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  I  am  by  no 
means  sure  that  I  understand  what  the 
hon.  member  asks.  I,  as  the  mover  of 
these  resolutions,  have  no  special  pow'er 
over  them,  and  the  only  thing  I  insist 
upon — and  I  insist  only  as  a  matter  of 
opinion — is  that  the  w'hole  of  the  resolu¬ 
tions  should  be  dealt  with.  If  it  had  been 
proposed  at  the  outset  to  set  them  aside,  I 
should  have  as.sented.  If  it  had  been  pro¬ 
posed  to  refer  them  all  to  a  committee,  I 
should  have  assented.  But  as  the  Con¬ 
vention  has  deliberately  entered  upon  a 
course  of  debate,  I  think  that  debate  should 
extend  over  the  wliole,  and  that  all  the  re¬ 
solutions  should  be  dealt  with  in  some 
way  or  other.  I  shall  be  content  if  the 
Convention  thinks  well  to  negative  any  of 
them.  I  have  said,  times  out  of  number, 
that  I  throw  these  resolution.s,  as  it  were, 
before  tlie  Convention  as  a  commencement, 
leaving  the  Convention  to  deal  with  them 
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us  they  will.  I  do  not  consider  that  I  have 
any  right  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  how 
they  are  to  be  dealt  with,  beyond  this,  that 
as  they  have  been  entered  upon,  I  think 
they  should  be  finished  in  some  form  or 
other.  Tliat  seems  to  me  to  be  due  to  our 
own  character  as  a  body  of  deliberative 
men,  and  it  is  certainly  due  to  mine. 

Sir  John  Bray  ;  It  is  not  expected  that 
we  shall  make  these  resolutions  cotnplete 
in  themselves  ! 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  Certainly 
not.  Suppose  Sir  John  Downer  at  this 
moment  changed  this  resolution  of  mine 
so  that  it  should  be  in  quite  a  different 
form  from  that  in  which  I  submitted  it,  I 
should  not  complain  of  that.  It  is  the  right 
of  the  Convention.  I  should  shape  my  own 
course  afterwards  accordingly  ;  but  I  could 
not  complain  of  the  Convention  in  its  un¬ 
doubted  right  deciding  anything  upon  my 
resolution.  What  I  would  suggest  is  that 
the  resolutions  be  finished,  and  that  then 
the  whole  body  of  them  be  referred  to  a 
committee  to  be  reported  upon  w'itli  neces¬ 
sary  detail  to  make  them  more  complete. 
I  am  quite  content  with  that,  and  I  do 
not  consider  that  the  Convention  binds 
itself  in  any  way  to  pass  any  of  these  resolu¬ 
tions.  I  thought  I  made  that  apparent 
repeatedly. 

Sir  J oiTN  Dowxer  :  I  agree  to  the 
course  suggested  by  the  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Wrixon  :  I  also  shall  be  willing  to 
withdraw  my  amendment. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  While  I  am 
on  my  feet  I  would  suggest  that  resolution 
No.  2  be  considered,  and  No.  3  also,  and 
it  be  understood  that  they  be  then  referred 
to  some  committee  or  to  two  committees. 
There  need  not  be  a  long  debate,  I  am 
sure,  on  these  other  resolutions. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wrixox)  by  leave 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  John  Dow'ner)  by 
leave  wdthdrawm. 


Resolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  as 
follows  : — 

A  Parliament,  to  consist  of  a  senate  and  a 
house  of  representatives  ;  the  former  consisting 
of  an  equal  numl)er  of  members  from  each 
colony,  to  be  elected  by  a  system  which  shall 
provide  for  the  periodical  retirement  of  one- 
third  of  the  members,  so  securing  to  the  body 
itself  a  perpetual  existence  combined  with  de¬ 
finite  responsibility  to  the  electors  ;  the  latter  to 
he  elected  by  districts  formed  on  a  population 
basis,  and  to  possess  the  sole  power  of  originating 
all  bills  appropriating  revenue  or  imposing 
taxation. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  the  consideration  of  resolution  No.  2 
be  postponed  until  resolution  No.  3  is  disposed  of. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES:  I  think  it 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  we  could 
finish  these  resolutions. 

Motion  agi-eed  to. 

The  Chairman:  The  question  nowbefore 
the  Committee  is  the  following  resolution : 

(3.)  An  executive,  consisting  of  a  governor- 
general,  and  such  persons  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  appointed  as  his  advisers,  such  persons 
sitting  in  Parliament,  and  whose  term  of  oflSce 
shall  depend  upon  their  possessing  the  confidence 
of  the  house  of  representatives  expressed  by  the 
support  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  The  question  now  arises 
whether  the  course  proposed  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  or  the  course  pro¬ 
posed  by  other  hon.  members  should  be 
adopted.  That  is,  whether  w^e  should  dis¬ 
cuss  this  question,  and  give  some  intima¬ 
tion  to  the  committee  as  to  what  are  the 
opinions  of  the  delegates,  or  whether  w’e 
should  leave  the  committee  in  the  dark. 
I  believe  that  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Deakin,  is  right,  and  that  we  should  dis¬ 
cuss  the  question. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  It  is  proposed  to 
discuss  both  of  these  resolutions  1 

!Mr.  BAKER  :  It  is  too  late  to  discuss 
them  to-night,  so  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned  until  to¬ 
morrow. 

^Motion  agreed  to ;  progress  reported. 

Convention  adjourned  at  5*15  p.m. 
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WEDNESDAY,  IS  MARCH,  1891. 


Federal  Constitution  ^  Apijointmciit  ot  Committees  — 
Adjournment. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m. 

FEDERAL  CONSTITUTIOX. 

Ill  Committee  (consideration resumed  from 
17th  March,  on  motion  by  Sir  Henry 
Parkes) : 

(3.)  An  executive,  consisting  of  a  governor- 
general,  and  such  persons  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  appointed  as  his  advisers,  such  persons 
sitting  in  parliament,  and  whose  term  of  office 
shall  depend  upon  their  possessing  the  confidence 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  expressed  by  tlie 
support  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  move  : 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  “  advisei*s  ” 
be  struck  out. 

I  understand  that  the  Committee  is  almost 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  these 
words  should  be  struck  out,  and  that 
this  resolution,  together  with  resolution 
Ko.  1  of  the  second  series,  should  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  which  may  be  called 
a  committee  of  compromise,  in  order  that 
they  may  suggest  some  solution  of  the  two 
questions  involved  in  them.  It  has  also 
been  intimated  that  although  the  majority 
of  the  Convention  are  agreed  tliat  this 
would  be  a  wise  course  to  adopt,  still  it  is 
desirable  to  discuss  the  resolution  before 
us  in  order  that  the  committee  may  have 
some  idea  of  the  opinions  of  hon.  members 
upon  it.  We  have  been  told  by  the  hon. 
the  President,  that  he  wdll  be  strongly  op¬ 
posed  to  any  patchwork  constitution,  and 
that  to  take  part  of  the  constitution  from 
one  country  and  part  from  another  is  ex¬ 
tremely  inadvisable.  But  I  would  point  out 
that  up  to  now  every  resolution  which  \\q 
have  passed  has  been  taken  from  the 
American  Constitution.  Of  the  first  series, 
resolution  No.  1,  which  gives  the  central 
government  certain  specified  and  defined 
powers,  comes  from  the  United  States, 
and  so  do  resolutions  Nos.  2  and  3,  which 


give  the  fedeml  parliament  the  power  to 
impose  a  federal  taritl,  w'ith  free-trade  be¬ 
tween  the  states,  and  resolution  No.  4, 
wliich  puts  the  federal  forces  under  the 
one  command  of  the  federal  government. 
Of  the  second  series  of  resolutions.  No.  1, 
providing  for  the  election  of  a  senate  com¬ 
posed  of  an  equal  number  of  members 
from  each  province,  witli  periodical  re¬ 
tirements,  constituting  a  body  with  con¬ 
tinuity  and  perpetual  existence,  comes 
from  America,  and  the  only  two  words  in 
all  the  resolutions  wliich  we  liave  passed 
which  are  not  identical  w  ith  the  American 
Constitution  are  those  at  the  end  of  reso¬ 
lution  No.  1  in  the  second  series,  because 
the  American  Senate  can  initiate  a  bill 
imposing  taxation. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Not  initiate  ! 

Mr.  BxAKER  :  Yes,  it  can  initiate  taxa¬ 
tion.  The  only  limitation  in  the  American 
Constitution  is  that  all  bills  wdiich  appro¬ 
priate  revenue  must  initiate  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  w^e  have  gone  a 
little  bit  further  than  that.  This  beiim 

o 

so,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  follow  the 
American  Constitution  still  further,  we 
must  hav^e  a  patchwork.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  who 
wdll  suggest  or  argue  that  wx  ought  to  fol¬ 
low  that  Constitution  in  relation  to  the 
executive.  The  fundamental  condition  that 
w’e  are  not  to  elect  a  president  precludes 
us  from  considering  the  question,  and,  if 
we  w*ere  not  precluded  from  considering 
it,  the  too  great  disassociation  betw^cen  the 
executive  and  the  legislature,  wffiich  has 
been  adopted  in  the  American  Constitu¬ 
tion,  lias  worked  so  badly  that  I  do  not 
think  that  any  one  here  would  advocate 
the  adoption  of  the  system.  But  we  have 
to  have  a  patch w’ork  in  the  constitution, 
and  it  is  just  as  much  a  patch  as  any  ujicii 
it  to  try  and  graft  the  American  system, 
which  up  to  now  we  have  followed,  on  the 
Britisli  responsible  government  system. 
We  have  to  settle  this  question  somehow. 


Federal  Constitution : 


Resolutions. 


465 


[18  March,  1891.] 


and  I  quite  agree  with  the  hon.  the  Presi¬ 
dent  that  it  is  a  wise  tiling  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  experience  of  other  coun¬ 
tries ;  but  where  are  we  to  go  for  our 
experience  ?  We  cannot  go  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  for  it.  A  question  which  I  asked  in 
the  early  stage  of  thin  debate  has  not  yet 
been  answered.  I  asked  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Deakin,  what  would  become  of 
the  British  Constitution  if  to-morrow  it 
were  proposed  that  there  should  be  an  im¬ 
perial  federation  ?  Why,  the  House  of 
Lords  would  undoubtedly  have  to  be  swept 
away  ;  and,  having  swept  away  that  body, 
the  whole  of  the  British  Constitution 
would  have  to  be  remodelled.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  whatever  about  that.  They 
would  have  to  reconsider  not  only  their 
upper  house,  their  senate,  or  whatever 
they  might  call  it  ;  but  they  would  also 
have  to  consider  the  relation  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  to  the  other  branch  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture.  There  are  two  countries  to  which 
we  can  go  for  experience  in  this  matter. 
We  have  the  experience  of  America  in 
reference  to  the  executive  for  100  years, 
and  their  system  has  not  worked  well ; 
and  we  have  the  experience  of  Switzerland 
for  some  forty-three  years,  and  we  know 
that  the  system  there  has  worked  'well. 
It  w’as  pointed  out  in  one  of  the  leading 
newspapers  to-day  that  there  has  been  a 
revolution  in  one  of  the  cantons  in  Swit¬ 
zerland  ;  but  it  was  not  mentioned  that 
that  revolution  was  put  down  with  little 
or  no  bloodshed,  and  without  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  money.  So  that  if  we  can  argue 
from  that,  we  must  draw  a  conclusion  in 
favour  of  tlie  Swiss  form  of  executive. 

Mr.  Munro  :  They  murdered  one  of  tlieir 
chief  men  ! 

Mr.  BAKER:  There  have  been  murders 
in  Victoria,  and  no  form  of  government 
can  be  framed  whicli  will  stop  revolution, 
if  tliere  is  a  section  of  the  community  who 
feel  strong  enough  to  try  to  upset  the 
government. 

2  G 


Mr.  Kingston  :  There  is  a  telegram  in 
the  new.spaper  to-day  to  say  that  the  Swiss 
are  amending  their  Constitution  ! 

Mr.  IMunro:  No,  they  are  establishing 
a  permanent  army  ! 

Sir  James  Lee-Steere:  That  is  be¬ 
cause  of  the  state  of  Europe  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  When  I  first  came  to  the 
Convention,  I  was  of  opinion,  and  I  placed 
that  opinion  on  record  Ijefore  I  came  here, 
that  it  would  be  advisable  for  us  to  adopt 
the  British  form  of  constitutional  govern¬ 
ment.  I  came  here  with  that  precon¬ 
ceived  notion ;  but  I  also  came  here  to 
listen  to  argument,  and  I  have  learnt  that 
my  preconceived  notion  has  entirely  dis¬ 
appeared  upon  further  consideration,  and 
upon  listening  to  the  arguments  of  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  and  others, 
I  am  perfectly  convinced,  so  far  as  I  can 
be  convinced  at  the  present  moment — I  do 
not  say  I  am  not  open  to  further  argument 
— that  if  we  have,  as  we  are  bound  to  have, 
a  strong  senate  which  will  be  the  guardian, 
the  custodian  of  state  rights  and  state  in¬ 
terests,  you  cannot  have  the  responsible 
form  of  executive  government,  because  that 
form  of  executive  government  subsists  from 
the  fact  that  one  branch  of  the  legislature 
is  paramount.  I  know’  it  may  be  stated, 
If  you  go  to  South  Australia,  and  if  you 
go  to  Tasmania,  you  w’ill  find  the  British 
form  of  responsible  government  with  tw’o 
elective  houses,  and  you  will  find  that, 
although  there  has  been  friction  in  these 
tw’o  colonies,  there  has,  i:>erhaps,  not  been 
greater  friction  there  than  there  has  been 
in  other  places  w’here  a  different  state  of 
affairs  exists.”  I  cannot  speak  positively 
for  Tasmania,  but  I  can  speak  positively 
for  South  Australia,  'when  I  say  that  the 
Legislative  Council  of  that  colony,  not- 
w'ithstanding  that  their  pow’ers  are  con¬ 
tained  in  the  written  Constitution,  liave 
aUvays  admitted  that  you  must  read  be- 
tw’een  the  lines  of  that  Constitution  ;  you 
must  ahvays  look  upon  them  as  holding  a 
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position  somewhat  analogous  to  the  House 
of  Lords.  It  is  upon  that  view  of  the 
question  that  government  has  been  possible 
at  all,  and  are  we  going  to  suppose  that 
the  federal  senate  will  take  up  that  view  ? 
If  we  are,  then  thefederal  senate  will  not  ho 
a  proper  custodian  of  the  powers  intrusted 
to  it,  and  wnll  not  be  able  to  properly  pro¬ 
tect  the  states  which  it  is  proposed  it  shall 
he  established  to  protect,  I  do  not  wish 
to  detain  the  Committee  at  any  length  ; 
hut  I  would  like  to  impress  upon  it  that 
it  would  he  advisable  to  adopt  the  sugges¬ 
tion  of  my  hon.  friend.  Sir  Samuel  Grilhth, 
and  to  so  frame  the  constitution  as  to 
allow,  if  circumstances  arise  which  render 
it  necessary,  the  adoption  of  the  Sw’iss 
form  of  executive.  I  press  that  view,  be¬ 
cause  I  think  it  extremely  probable  that 
I  shall  be  in  the  minority  upon  this  ques¬ 
tion.  There  are  so  many  people  here 
who  have  grown  up  under  the  system  of 
responsible  government,  who  are  imbued 
with  its  excellences,  because  they  them¬ 
selves  have  so  greatly  succeeded,  and  have 
occupied  such  prominent  positions  under 
that  form  of  Constitution,  that  they  can¬ 
not  disassociate  what  they  conceive  to  he 
the  excellence  of  that  Constitution  from 
the  excellence  of  the  results  which,  so  far 
as  tliey  are  concerned,  have  been  attained. 
The  longer  we  live,  the  more  we  succeed 
under  any  condition  of  aftairs,  the  more 
likely  are  we  to  believe  that  that  state  of 
affairs,  which  has  so  benefited  us,  and  lias 
brought  us  so  much  to  the  front,  is  a  good 
state  of  affairs,  and  the  more  likely  we  are 
to  adopt  a  narrow-minded  view  of  the  posi¬ 
tion,  and  to  he  unable  to  rise  superior  to 
the  immediate  surroundings  under  which 
we  have  lived  so  long.  I  am  afraid  that  is 
an  idea  which  is  inherent  in  human  nature. 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  admit  that  I  am 
what  I  am  generally  supposed  to  be — a  con¬ 
servative,  and  that  I  am  exceedingly  loath 
to  change.  But  I  liope  I  am  able  to 
dissociate  from  my  mind  that  form  of 
[J/r.  Baker, 


responsible  government  which  has  worked, 
taking  it  on  the  whole,  so  well  in  Great 
Britain,  when  we  come  to  consider  that 
we  have  to  adapt  it,  if  it  is  possible  to 
adapt  it,  to  a  federation.  I  believe  it  is 
not  possible  to  adapt  it  to  a  federation  ; 
and,  therefore,  I  would  ask  the  commit¬ 
tee  who  will  bo  appointed  *to  consider  the 
matter,  to  make  the  provisions  so  elastic 
as  to  enable  the  evolution  of  events  to 
bring  about  another  form  of  election,  or 
appointment  of  an  executive  government 
wdiich  will  work  in  harmony  with  the  main 
princijdes  of  a  federation. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  under¬ 
stand  tlie  hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker,  pro¬ 
poses  to  omit  all  the  words  after  the  word 
“advisers,”  so  leaving  the  relationship  of 
the  government  to  the  federation  abso¬ 
lutely  undefined.  The  resolution  as  framed 
proposes,  as  I  pointed  out  on  a  previous 
occasion,  to  stereotype  the  existing  phase 
of  what  is  called  responsible  government. 
I  find  that  when  I  spoke  a  fortnight  ago 
I  was  somewhat  misunderstood.  I  was 
supposed  by  some  hon.  gentlemen  to  have 
been  contending  for  the  abolition  of  what 
we  call  responsible  government.  I  by  no 
means  con  tended  for  its  abolition.  I  believe, 
at  any  rate,  that  we  had  better  begin  with 
it.  We  know  of  nothing  better  at  the  pre¬ 
sent.  At  the  same  time,  I  pointed  out 
that  it  is  difficult  to  know  how  what  we 
call  responsible  government,  that  is,  a  go¬ 
vernment  appointed  by  the  head  of  the 
state,  but  holding  office  in  practice  by  the 
consent  of  parliament,  will  fit  in  with  the 
system  of  a  strong  senate.  That  is  an  ex¬ 
periment  which  has  not  been  tried  ;  but  I 
do  not  think  that  because  the  experiment 
has  not  been  tried  exactly  in  that  form 
any  one  of  us  is  in  a  position  to  say  it  will 
not  work.  I  object,  for  my  part,  to  say 
that  anything  will  not  work.  Hon.  mem¬ 
bers  told  us  several  times  the  other  day 
that  certain  matters  will  not  work,  and, 
as  I  said  at  the  time,  it  reminded  me  of 
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the  arguments  used  to  George  Stephenson 
about  the  steam-engine.  Why  should  it 
not  work  ?  It  is  very  easy  to  say  that  a 
thing  will  not  work - 

Dr.  CocKBURN :  It  has  been  tried  in 
Canada  and  will  not  work  ! 

Mr.  Munro  :  Not  with  a  strong  senate  ! 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  What  I 
maintain  is  this  :  the  genius  of  the  English 
people  has  shown  itself  for  the  last200years 
to  be  capable  of  moulding  the  constitution, 
so  as  to  suit  it  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times. 
Who  can  tell  what  the  exigencies  of  the 
future  will  be  ?  Are  we  to  suppose  that 
the  people  of  Australia  do  not  possess 
sufficient  inventive  or  adaptive  faculty  to 
adjust  tlieir  arrangements  to  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  times  h  I  contend  only  for  this  : 
that  we  should  not  make  our  constitutions 
so  rigid  as  to  insist  upon  any  particular 
form  of  government,  any  particular  form, 
rather,  of  relationship  between  the  execu¬ 
tive  and  parliament.  This  resolution  as 
framed  does  insist  upon  a  particular  form, 
and  not  only  upon  a  particular  foim,  but 
upon  a  particular  present  development  of 
that  form.  As  has  been  pointed  out 
already,  anything  that  will  not  grow  is 
bound  to  die  ;  and  if  this  constitution  is 
adopted  in  this  form  it  will  be  incapable 
of  expansion  or  adaptation.  The  constitu¬ 
tion  will  be  stereotyped ;  it  cannot  expand, 
and  very  likely  it  will  die.  I  therefore 
maintain  that  the  words  : 
whose  term  of  office  shall  depend  upon  their 
I)Ossessing  the  confidence  of  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  expressed  by  the  support  of  the 
majority — 

ought  to  be  omitted,  because  they  w'ould 
import  a  rigidity  into  the  constitution 
w  hich  would  repder  it  impracticable.  Fur¬ 
ther  than  that,  I  think  there  ought  to  be 
one  assertion  of  principle,  and  that  is,  the 
opposite  of  that  which  prevails  in  the 
United  States.  The  governing  rule  wfith 
respect  to  the  relationship  of  the  executive 
to  the  Parliament  in  the  United  States 


is,  that  the  members  cannot  sit  in  par¬ 
liament.  I  maintain  that  the  converse 
is,  not  that  they  shall  sit  in  parliament, 
as  is  proposed  here,  but  that  they  may  sit 
in  parliament.  I  suggest,  therefore,  that 
the  resolution  should  read  : 

An  executive,  consisting  of  a  governor-general, 
and  such  persons  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
appointed  as  his  advisers,  wlio  may  sit  in  parlia¬ 
ment. 

As  I  pointed  out  at  length  on  another 
occasion,  that  is  the  only  formula  that  has 
been  used  in  the  different  constitutions  to 
formally  describe  the  relationship  between 
the  executive  and  parliament  and  the 
Crown,  which  is  commonly  called  resi)on- 
sible  government. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  It  is  not  neces.sary  to 
express  that,  is  it  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GPIFFITH  :  I  think  it 
is  desirable  to  say  that.  It  should  not  be 
open  to  discussion  that  we  desire  to  exclude 
ministers  from  parliament.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  to  compel  them  to  sit  in 
parliament. 

Mr.  Baker  :  I  am  willing  to  withdraw^ 
my  amendment ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GBIFFITH:  We  should 
affirm  distinctly  that  we  think  the  executive 
should  be  in  close  connection  with  parlia-^ 
ment.  Thatis  what  we  intend  to  begin  with, 
at  any  rate.  If  in  time  it  be  found  expe¬ 
dient  that  they  should  not  be  there  tlicy 
could  stop  out ;  but  we  should  retain  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  ministers  by  the  head  of 
the  state  to  whom  they  are  nominally  re¬ 
sponsible,  and  who  will  see  that  they  retain 
the  confidence  of  parliament,  without  which 
he  could  not  carry  on  the  government. 

Mr.  W  BIKON  :  I  think  that  the  views 
wdiich  I  apprehend  will  prevail  in  this  Con¬ 
vention  will  be  met  by  striking  out  all  the 
w'ords  after  “  and  ”  and  simply  inserting 
‘^responsible  ministei's  of  the  Crown.’' 
Then  there  would  be  an  executive  consist¬ 
ing  of  the  governor-general  and  responsible 
ministers  of  the  Crown.  That  w^ould  im¬ 
port  so  much  of  the  English  Constitution 
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as  provides  for  responsible  government, 
and  with  it  would  be  carried,  of  course,  the 
right  of  responsible  ministers  to  sit  in  par¬ 
liament.  Further  than  that  I  do  not  think 
we  wish  to  go.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
of  us  desire  now  to  make  a  paper  consti¬ 
tution  for  the  future  dominion.  I  think 
that  we  will  be  of  opinion  that  it  will  le 
better  to  let  the  dominion  modify  its  con¬ 
stitution  as  it  thinks  proper,  and  as  the 
exigencies  of  time  and  events  may  require, 
because  in  the  dominion  parliament  the 
whole  of  the  people  will  be  represented, 
which  is,  of  course,  not  the  case  in  our 
Convention,  and  it  will,  therefore, be  highly 
undesirable  for  us  to  impose  upon  the  new 
dominion  government  and  parliament  any 
particularset  form  of  constitution  or  varia¬ 
tion  from  the  English  Con.stitution  ;  but  if 
we  leave  it  simply  that  there  should  be  an 
executive  consisting  of  the  governor-general 
and  responsible  ministers  of  the  Crown, 
then  any  modification  which  time  may  show 
to  be  necessary  or  desirable  will  be  brought 
about  by  the  dominion  parliament  in  due 
course.  I  think  that  would  be  wiser.  If  we 
attempt  to  frame  any  variation,  and  in  ex¬ 
press  terras  to  set  out  any  variation  from 
the  British  Constitution,  it  will  take  a 
great  deal  of  time  for  us  tOj'determiiie 
what  that  variation  should  be,  and  we 
have  sufficiently  difficult  problems  before 
us  without  importing  that  one.  Whereas 
if  we  leave  it  to  be  settled  by  the  dominion 
parliament,  and  by  the  effects  of  experience 
-and  time,  we  will  no  doubt  enable  a  more 
satisfactory  conclusion  to  be  arrived  at 
than  we  could  now  come  to  by  any  con¬ 
sultation.  All  I  think  'we  ought  to  do  is, 
in  fact,  to  form  an  executive  comsisting  of 
a  governor-general  and  responsible  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  Crown,  which  is  a  term  well 
known  in  constitutional  government,  and 
then,  I  think,  we  would  have  here  all  that 
is  necessary. 

Mr.  MUNRO  ;  I  am  very  glad  indeed 
to  find  that  my  hon.  friend,  Sir  Samuel 
\_Mr.  Wrixon. 


Griffith,  wishes  to  put  the  resolution  in 
this  form,  becau.se  I  certainly  was  under 
the  impi'ession  that  he  was  leaning  towards 
the  Swiss  system.  This  is  a  departure 
from  either  the  Swiss  or  the  American 
system.  In  the  American  system,  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  cannot  speak  or  sit  in  parliament 
at  all.  lender  the  Swiss  system,  they  may 
at  first  be  elected  member.s,  but  after  they 
are  selected  as  the  federal  council,  then 
their  seats  in  either  house  of  parliament 
become  vacant,  and  others  are  appointed 
in  their  place.s.  I'^nder  this  arrangement 
we  shall  be  found  to  follow  out  as  far  as 
practicable  the  idea  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  with  regard  to  re- 
.sponsible  government,  because  if  tliey 
may  sit  in  parliament,  the  practical 
outcome  will  he  that  they  “  must  ”  sit  in 
parliament.  There  is  no  doubt  of  that  at 
all.  There  is  no  question  that  that  will 
be  the  result ;  consequently  it  will  come 
to  the  same  thing.  Whether  the  question 
of  responsible  government  is  introduced 
into  this  resolution  or  not,  the  outcome  of 
it  all  must  be  that,  for  the  present,  at  any 
rate,  we  must  fall  back  on  responsible 
government.  There  is  no  question  about 
that  ;  and,  personally,  I  am  very  glad  that 
we  have  come  to  this  point,  because  it  is 
admitted  now  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Baker,  and  other  hon.  gentlemen,  that  if 
we  are  to  have  responsible  government,  we 
cannot  have  responsible  government  and 
the  senate  so  powerful  as  to  be  able  to  stop 
all  financial  operations  when  they  think 

proper.  The  two  things  are  incompatible — 
they  cannot  work.  How  is  it  possible  for 
you  to  have  aministry  carrying  on  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  country,  and  responsibility  of 
the  government  to  parliament,  if  after  they 
reconcile  one  chamber  to  their  views,  the 
other  chamber  steps  in  and  stops  the  whole 
proceedings  and  business  from  being  car¬ 
ried  on  It  The  thing  cannot  he  done.  As 
soon  as  we  have  settled  this  question,  I 
think  the  other  will  settle  itself.  If 
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arc  prepared  to  carry  tlie  resolution,  even 
in  tliis  inodilied  form,  the  result  must  be 
responsible  government,  and,  if  we  have 
responsible  government,  we  cannot,  as 
people  exercising  common-sense,  allow  two 
houses  to  be  equally  powerful,  and  while 
the  government  is  in  charge  of  one  house, 
and,  ill  fact,  responsible  to  one  house,  the 
other  house  can  stop  all  its  proceedings.  I 
am  quite  sure  the  outcome  will  be  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  all  concerned,  and,  for  tliat  reason, 
I  do  no  not  care  whether  the  amendment 
be  passed  as  the  hon.  and  learned  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  puts  it,  or  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  wants 
to  put  it,  for  the  result  will  practically  be 
the  same.  I  am  glad  we  have  arrived  at 
this  point. 

Sir  Henry  Paukes  :  I  shall  be  glad  to 
know  if  these  words  are  to  be  omitted 
with  the  intention  of  inserting  other 
words,  and  if  so,  wliat  \vords  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  words 
I  suggest  should  be  inserted  are,  ^‘wlio 
may  sit  in  parliament.’’  I  suggest  that  in 
order  to  affirm  distinctly  that  we  do  not 
desire  to  adopt  the  American  or  the  Swiss 
form  of  government — that  i.s,  to  exclude 
executive  ministers  from  relationship  to 
parliament  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
desire  that  parliamentary  proceedings 
should  be  conducted  by  ministers,  and  not 
by  committees.  That  is  our  intention. 
That  is  the  formula  used  in  the  British  con¬ 
stitutions,  and  no  other  form — that  they 
shall  be  eligible  to  sit  in  parliament.  But 
we  do  not  compel  her  Majesty,  or  her  repre- 
sentative,  to  select  members  of  parliament. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  In  what  constitu¬ 
tion  does  the  hon.  member  find  that? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  find  it 
first  and  nearest  in  the  New  South  Wales 
Constitution,  which,  I  think,  lies  on  the 
table,  and  in  the  Queensland  and  New 
Zealand  constitutions,  and  also  in  that  of 
Victoria. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Not  Victoria! 


Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  In  the  Vic¬ 
torian  Constitution  it  says  some  ‘^rnust.” 

jNFr.  Munro  :  Only  four  ‘‘must,”  although 
they  all  “  may,”  sit  in  parliament ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Yes,  four 
must ;  but  it  does  not  say  in  which  house. 
That  is  the  universal  formula  used  in  all 
Briti.sh  constitutions,  and  all  that  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Engli.sh  Constitution  so  far 
as  it  is  written. 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  I  understand  that  it 
is  intended  to  refer  these  resolutions  to  a 
committee,  and  that  there  is  a  general 
desire  to  send  them  in  such  a  shape  that 
the  committee  shall  have  tlie  fullest  power 
in  recommending  what  they  may  consider 
to  be  desirable.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  shall  be  found  supporting  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr,  Baker,  who 
proposes  to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of 
the  section,  which  would  have  the  efiect  of 
placing  within  the  four  corners  of  the 
proposed  constitution  a  declaration  of  the 
principle  of  responsible  government,  wdiich, 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  is  not  contained  in 
any  act  of  any  British  colony  hitherto. 
But  while  I  shall  be  found  supporting  that 
amendment,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
committee  the  greatest  amount  of  latitude 
and  pow'er  in  dealing  with  the  question, 
for  the  same  reason  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty 
to  oppose  the  amendment  suggested  by  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith.  The 
hon.  member  proposes,  I  understand,  at 
this  early  stage  in  the  proceedings  to  define 
once  and  for  all  the  proposition  that 
the  members  of  the  executive  may  sit  in 
parliament.  If  the  amendment  of  the 
hon.  member,  iNIr.  Baker,  is  carried  the 
committee  wnll  have  pow-er  to  recommend 
whatever  they  see  fit  on  that  subject — 
to  propose  that  the  members  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  shall  or  shall  not  sit  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  their  hands  will  not  be  tied  in 
any  way  w  hatsoever.  But  the  other  pro¬ 
position  amounts  to  this :  that  at  this 
instant  we  are  to  lay  it  down  that  the 
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members  of  the  executive  may  sit  in  par¬ 
liament.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
laying  down  any  such  proposition  at  this 
early  stage.  I  should  very  probably,  if  it 
were  necessarj^  to  decide  the  question  at 
this  particular  moment,  be  found  record¬ 
ing  my  vote  in  favour  of  the  proposi¬ 
tion  which  is  put  in  the  resolution,  and 
which  requires  that  the  meinbci‘s  of  the 
executive  shall  sit  in  parliament.  Some 
of  the  more  recent  constitutions  in  these 
colonies  contain  a  provision  that  certain 
specified  members  of  the  executive  shall 
not  hold  their  offices  for  longer  than  a 
cartain  period,  unless  they  also  have  a  seat 
in  parliament.  But  the  position  which 
recommends  itself  most  strongly  to  my 
mind  is  this  :  why  should  we  deal  with 
this  question  at  this  particular  moment  ? 
Why  should  we  settle  the  point  as  to 
whether  they  may  ”  or  “  must  ”  have  a 
seat  in  parliament  1  Is  it  wise  to  ask  us 
to  deal  with  this  point  at  this  particular 
stage,  when  the  whole  tenor  of  the  debate 
is  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  committee,  and 
to  leave  them  the  fullest  opportunity  of 
dealing  with  the  question,  and  making 
such  recommendations  as  they  think  best, 
and  which  we  shall  be  able  subsequently 
to  deal  with  ?  I  think,  for  a  similar  reason, 
the  suggested  amendment  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Wrixon,  is  open  to  objection. 
The  hon.  member,  by  the  words  he  sug¬ 
gests,  submits  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Convention  the  desirability  of  binding  the 
committee  to  a  recommendation  for  tlie 
adoption  of  a  responsible  government.  I 
believe  in  the  natural  order  of  things  we 
must  have  that  form.  I  believe,  having 
listened  carefully  to  the  debate,  that  there 
is  no  other  form  wdiich  is  more  likely  to 
commend  itself  to  hon.  members  than 
the  form  with  which  w’e  are  so  familiar, 
and  which,  in  spite  of  the  various  objec¬ 
tions  that  have  been  pointed  out,  has 
worked  fairly  well.  But  I  do  think  when 
tlie  three  resolutions  have  been  so  fully 
[tI/t.  Kingston, 


debated,  and  we  have  practically  decided 
on  referring  the  resolutions  to  a  commit¬ 
tee  with  the  fullest  powers  of  dealing  with 
them,  we  should  adopt  a  similar  plan  with 
the  3rd  resolution,  and  not  attempt  to  tie 
their  hands  in  any  way,  certainly  not  in 
the  way  suggested  by  the  hon.  members, 
Mr.  Baker  and  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  who 
endeavoured  to  raise  questions  whicli,  it 
does  appear  to  me,  can  be  better  decided 
after  we  have  received  the  result  of  that 
careful  consideration  which,  no  doubt,  will 
be  devoted  to  them  by  the  committee. 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  supported  the  view 
taken  by  the  hon.  and  learned  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  in  the  main  debate  on 
the  resolutions,  and  I  am  very  pleased 
to  find  that  it  has  been  so  generally  ac¬ 
cepted.  I  contend  that  the  advantage  of 
the  two  houses  electing  the  government 
would  obviate  the  necessity,  ’which  lias 
always  existed  in  all  the  colonies,  for  the 
members  of  a  new  government  to  go  be¬ 
fore  their  constituents  for  re-election. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Not  in  every  colony  ! 

Mr.  Playford  :  Not  in  South  Australia ! 

Mr.  Clark  :  Not  in  New  Zealand  ! 

Colonel  SjMITH  :  I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  that  very  sensible  plan  is  adopted  in 
South  Australia  and  New  Zealand.  That 
necessity,  I  say,  will  be  entirely  obviated 
if  the  government  were  appointed  for  three 
years  in  the  way  I  suggested  in  the  debate 
on  the  main  question.  It  would  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  very  persons  who  would  have 
control  of  the  affairs  of  the  dominion.  And 
the  advantages  of  the  system  would  be  very 
great.  There  would  be  no  struggling  for 
office ;  for  the  government  would  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  tliree  years,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  peiiod  they  could  all  be  reappointed,  or 
any  of  the  members  could  be  reappointed, 
and  others  chosen  in  the  place  of  those 
who  were  not  reappointed.  It  would  work 
far  more  smootlily,  I  think.  It  would 
secure  a  far  more  dignified  body  if  the 
dominion  parliament  were  placed  in  that 
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position.  There  would  be  no  very  liostilo 
parties  as  far  as  the  government  was  con¬ 
cerned,  althoiigli  tliere  might  be  differences 
of  opinion  on  public  questions.  Therefore 
of  the  two  amendments  I  prefer  tlie  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker. 

Mr.  GILLIES:  I  do  not  know  that  much 
will  be  gained  by  discussing  the  principle 
which  may  be  considered  to  underlie  this 
resolution, if  it  is  proposed,  as  I  understand 
it  is,  to  send  it,  along  with  another,  to  a 
select  committee.  Of  course  both  views  of 
the  question  will  be  thrashed  out.  I  would 
join  with  those  who  have  drawn  attention 
to  the  fact  that,  while  we  all  have  wdiat 
is  considered  responsible  government,  our 
constitutions — with  the  exception,  I  think, 
of  Victoria,  and  that  to  such  a  small 
extent  that  it  is  scarcely  worth  minding — 
do  not  set  out  responsible  government  any 
more  than  the  English  Constitution  sets 
out  responsible  government.  It  is  worked 
out  by  a  well-known  system,  which  lies  in 
the  hands  of  Parliament.  If  the  popular 
branch  of  the  legislature  is  not  satisfied 
with  ministers,  it  expresses  that  in  very 
clear  and  unmistakable  language ;  and  if 
that  is  not  sufficient  for  ministers — if  they 
want  a  little  more — what  the  house  does 
is  to  address  the  governor,  and  inform  his 
Excellency  that  ministers  do  not  possess 
the  confidence  of  Parliament.  That  is 
quite  sufficient,  of  course,  in  the  working 
of  our  constitutions.  On  every  occasion 
when  the  popular  liouse  has  so  expressed 
its  opinion,  ministers  have  had  either  to 
go,  or  to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  governor 
to  dissolve  Parliament.  Tliat  is  the  way 
our  Constitution  has  worked,  and  whatever 
you  insert  here  at  the  present  moment, 
that,  I  have  no  doubt  at  all,  is  the  way 
our  constitution  will  be  worked.  Make 
the  senate  as  you  like  ;  make  it  as  power¬ 
ful  as  you  like ;  and  if  it  is  more  power¬ 
ful  than  the  popular  branch  of  tlie  legis¬ 
lature,  then  if  under  any  circumstances 
the  senate  does  not  approve  of  ministers, 


the  ministers  must  go.  But  even  if  the 
popular  branch  be  more  powerful  than  the 
senate,  if  it  possess  the  advantage  of  being 
in  a  position  to  stop  supply,  if  it  be 
not  satisfied  with  the  government,  then 
the  government  must  go,  or  the  parlia¬ 
ment  must  go.  If  the  parliament  should 
go  you  at  once  get  the  opinion  of  the 
people.  The  people  return  such  members 
as  they  think  proper,  and  if  they  are  again 
opposed  to  ministers  certainly  ministers 
must  go.  They  cannot  possibly  help  it; 
but  at  this  stage  we  are  not  called  upon 
to  discuss  that  point.  It  Ls,  I  presume,  to 
be  discussed  in  a  select  committee,  which 
it  is  supposed  will  make  some  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  the  Convention.  That  recommenda¬ 
tion  may  possibly  involve  the  idea  of  some 
hon.  gentlemen  that  we  should  have  a  new 
practice  altogether,  abolishing  what  is 
known  as  the  constitutional  practice,  and 
adopting  the  Swiss  or  some  other  practice. 
When  the  report  is  brought  up  I  have  no 
doubt  hon.  gentlemen  will  take  advantage 
of  wliat  I  conceive  to  be  a  fitting  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  a  comparison  between  these 
two  lines  of  action.  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  see  the  necessity,  or  the  necessity  may 
be  forced  upon  them,  of  carrying  out  a 
system  which,  whatever  disadvantages  it 
may  possess,  has,  at  any  rate,  secured  for 
the  people  of  the  various  colonies  on  this 
continent  in  the  long  run  this  result  :  that 
the  will  of  the  people  must  prevail. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  Perhaps  I  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  say  a  word  or  tw’o  in  reference 
to  wdiat  has  been  already  said.  I  think 
the  amendment  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  wull  amount  merely  to 
the  carrying  out  of  the  present  system 
under  our  various  constitutions,  in  wliich 
the  general  principle  is  laid  down  that 
members  of  parliament  are  not  permitted 
to  hold  office  of  profit  under  the  Crown. 
That  is  a  cardinal  principle  in  all  our 
constitutions,  and  it  is  only  in  virtue  of 
provisions  contained  in  these  acts  that 
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ministers  are  permitted  to  occupy  the  two 
positions — first,  of  an  office  of  profit  under 
the  Crown,  and  then  that  of  a  member  hold¬ 
ing  a  seat  in  parliament.  I  think  the  sug¬ 
gestion  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
(Griffith,  preserves  the  present  condition  of 
affairs  as  far  as  we  can  preserve  it. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  understand  that 
this  subject  is  to  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  which  is  to  be  appointed  to 
specially  consider  it.  I  do  not,  therefore, 
propose  to  discuss  it  now  farther  than  to 
say  this :  that  the  action  I  shall  subse¬ 
quently  take  will  depend  entirely  upon 
the  powers  given  to  the  senate.  If  you 
give  co-ordinate  powers  to  the  senate,  it 
appears  to  me  doubtful  whether  we  shall 
be  able  to  work  responsible  government, 
and  we  should  in  that  case  have  to  devise 
some  other  form  of  executive.  If  you  do 
not  give  the  senate  these  powers,  we  had 
better  retain  the  pow'er  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  to  appoint  its  advisers  from  those 
persons  having  the  support  of  a  majority 
in  parliament. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  When  I  sug¬ 
gested  last  night  the  omission  of  the 
words : 

and  whose  term  of  office  shall  depend  upon  their 
possessing  the  confidence  of  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  expressed  by  the  support  of  the 
majority — 

I  had  in  my  mind  the  advisableness  of 

retaining  the  words : 

such  persons  sitting  in  parliament. 

And  although  I  think  that  responsible  go¬ 
vernment  cannot  possibly  w'ork  with  tlie 
federation  we  seek  to  establish,  either  be¬ 
cause,  in  the  first  instance,  it  will  be  in¬ 
compatible  with  anything  like  co-ordinate 
powers  on  the  part  of  two  branches  of  the 
legislature,  or  because  if  the  powers  are 
co-ordinate  then  responsible  government 
will  be  inapplicable,  I  gave  notice  of 
another  suggestion  which  I  wish  to  bring 
before  the  Convention,  so  that  the  question 
of  some  alternative  form  of  government 
[J/r.  Thynne, 


may  be  discussed.  So  far  as  the  American 
precedent  is  concerned,  the  failure  there, 
it  appears  to  me,  has  substantially  been 
through  ministers  not  being  in  parliament, 
and  the  one  point  upon  wliich  I  believe 
the  Convention  is  unanimous  is  that  min¬ 
isters  ought  to  be  in  parliament.  If  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  leaving  it  optional  w  ith  the  Con¬ 
vention,  subsequently,  to  say  whether  min¬ 
isters  shall  or  shall  not  be  in  parliament 
be  adopted,  it  wull  not  expressly  affirm 
the  American  or  the  Swiss  Constitution. 
On  the  contrary,  the  suggestion,  so  far  as 
w^ords  go,  leaves  it  open  for  the  ministry 
to  be  composed  either  in  the  way  for 
which  the  American  or  the  Swiss  constitu¬ 
tions  provide,  or  by  the  metliod  usually 
adopted  in  countries  governed  by  tlie  Eng¬ 
lish  Constitution.  If  the  hon.  member 
means  to  convey  a  direct  negation  of  the 
Swiss  and  American  precedents,  so  far  as 
this  part  of  the  matter  is  concerned,  min¬ 
isters  not  being  in  parliament,  it  would  be 
better  to  leave  the  words  “such  persons 
sitting  in  parliament.”  Now,  as  to  the 
rest,  I  feared  in  the  discussion  upon  reso¬ 
lution  No.  1  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  adequately  consider  resolution  No.  3 
until  w’e  had  definitely  settled  No.  1,  and 
if  tlie  view'  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro, 
be  correct,  that  there  must  be  responsible 
government,  and  nothing  else,  and  if  that 
responsible  government  cannot  co-exist 
w’ith  anything  like  co-ordinate  rights  be¬ 
tween  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature, 
then  I  fear  as  far  as  my  vote  and  opinion 
go  that  any  resolution  founded  upon  the 
basis  of  the  lion,  member’s  opinion  cannot 
meet  with  my  concurrence,  because  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  goes  to  the  very 
essence  of  federation,  that  the  senate  should 
be  a  house  of  high  dignity  and  of  great 
authority,  and  to  say  at  the  very  outset 
that  it  is  not  to  be  that,  but  that  it  is  to 
be  in  the  same  position  as  is  tlie  legislative 
council  of  any  one  of  the  colonies  to  the 
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legislative  assembly  of  that  colony — that 
it  is  to  have  the  same  relations  towards 
the  other  branch  of  tlie  legislature  as  the 
legislative  councils  of  the  various  colonies 
bear  towards  the  various  houses  of  assem¬ 
bly — if  that  is  to  be  the  accepted  theory, 
and  if  our  practice  be  simply  to  carry 
out  that  theory,  I  am  afraid  we  are  still 
a  long  way  off  settling  the  question  of  a 
federation  of  Australia.  I  understand 
that  it  is  proposed  to  strike  out  all  the 
words  at  the  end  of  the  resolution,  that 
the  matter  will  then  go  to  a  select  com¬ 
mittee,  and  tliat  we  shall  later  on  have 
an  opportunity  to  consider  the  whole 
question.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned, 
although  I  do  not  agree  with  the  views 
of  the  lion,  member,  Air.  Alunro,  and  with 
other  views  that  have  been  expressed,  I 
entirely  concur  in  the  striking  out  of  these 
\vords.  I  think  an  advantage  will  be 

O 

gained  by  the  reference  of  the  wdiole  sub¬ 
ject  to  a  committee  which  may  possibly 
devise  some  practical  means  of  meeting  the 
difficulty. 

Amendment  agreed  to  ;  words  omitted. 
Sir  SAAIUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  did  not 
formally  move  the  insertion  of  any  words 
to  take  the  place  of  those  omitted.  I  was 
only  anxious  to  do  most  expeditiously  that 
which  would  meet  the  general  wdsh  of  the 
Convention.  If  it  be  considered  desirable 
that  the  wdiole  matter  should  lie  referred 
to  a  committee,  of  course  no  words  should 
be  inserted. 

IIoN.  AIembers  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Sir  SAAIUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  do  not, 
therefore,  move  a  further  amendment, 

Air.  Dibbs  :  The  discussion  can  take 
place  later  on  ! 

Sir  SAAIUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Of  course 
if  it  were  desired  now  to  instruct  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  make  provision  whereby  the 
executive  might  sit  in  parliament,  some 
words  should  bo  inserted  ;  but  it  appear.s 
to  me  to  be  the  general  wish  of  the  Con¬ 


vention  to  leave  that  matter  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  I  therefore  move  no  further 
amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Resolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to  as 
fol low’s  : — 

An  executive,  consisting  of  a  governor-gene¬ 
ral,  and  such  persons  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  appointed  as  his  advisers. 

Postponed  resolution  No.  2  : 

A  judiciary,  consisting  of  a  federal  supreme 
court,  wliich  shall  constitute  a  high  court  of 
appeal  for  Australia,  under  the  direct  authority 
of  the  Sovereign,  whose  decisions  as  such  shall 
be  final. 

Air.  AVRIXON  :  I  gave  notice  of  an 
amendment  leaving  out  the  last  few  words, 
which  says  that  the  decision  is  to  be  final. 
I  w^ould  ask  the  Convention  to  leave  out 
those  words,  and  leave  it  open  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  that  w  ill  deal  with  this  question  to 
determine  the  w  hole  subject,  and  the  very 
important  subject,  of  wdiether  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Australia  should 
be  absolutely  final,  or  wliether  we  should 
allow  an  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council.  I 
wdll  not  go  over  the  arguments  wffiichl  have 
already  addressed  to  the  Convention  on  this 
subject;  but  I  would  simply  say  that  if  the 
appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  be  taken  aw  ay, 
w’e  will  be  taking  a  very  serious  step  to¬ 
wards  breaking  up  the  unity  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  AVe  should  be  the  only  community 
under  the  British  Crow’n  that  denied  that 
appeal,  and  w’e  should  be  unquestionably 
breaking  one  of  tlie  few^  remaining  ties 
that  keep  the  empire  together.  AVe  should 
be  also  under  the  difficulty  of  introducing 
some  difference  betw^een  our  laws  and  the 
law^s  of  the  rest  of  the  empire,  and  w^e 
should  have  a  difficulty  in  constituting  a 
court  of  appeal  in  Australia  which  would 
be  so  strong  that  it  w’ould  overshadow 
all  the  provincial  tribunals.  That  is  a 
very  great  difficulty.  Then,  with  regard 
to  questions  arising  betw^een  the  dominion 
parliament  and  any  of  the  states — state 
rights  as  against  federal  rights — w’hich 
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questions  certainly  will  arise — it  must  be 
admitted  that  it  would  be  unsatisfactory 
if  we  allowed  such  questions  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  finally  by  the  Australian  court  of 
appeal.  They  will  naturally  go  to  that 
court  because  the  question  of  whether  the 
dominion  authority  is  exceeded  in  any 
matter,  and  the  provincial  rights  encroached 
on,  can  be  raised  at  any  time  by  any  in¬ 
dividual  w'hose  private  rights  might  be 
affected.  It  would  be  undesirable  to  make 
the  final  appeal  in  such  a  serious  matter 
rest  wfith  the  Austi'alian  court  of  appeal. 
I  think  we  would  all  agree  that  there 
should  be  a  final  appeal  in  such  matters 
to  the  Privy  Council. 

Mr.  Kixgstox:  On  constitutional  ques¬ 
tions  ? 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  Certainly.  If  a  ques¬ 
tion  arises  as  to  the  true  construction  of  a 
dominion  act  of  parliament,  and  the  rights 
existing  under  that  between  the  dominion 
and  the  states,  it  would  be  undesirable  to 
have  that  finally  decided  by  an  Australian 
court  of  appeal. 

Mr.  Playford  :  It  woidd  be  no  more 
undesirable  than  it  is  in  the  United  States ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  It  is  found  in  practice 
that  when  some  questions  arise  in  the 
Canadian  Dominion  the  appeal  to  the  Privy 
Council  is  eminently  satisfactory,  and  is 
generally  accepted  as  the  decision  of  a 
body  wholly  above  any  local  influences, 
wholly  without  any  party  bias,  and  which 
simply  gives  a  judicial  opinion  on  the  ques¬ 
tions  of  law  raised.  I  certainly  think  we 
should  place  ourselves  in  an  unfortunate 
position  with  regard  to  such  questions  if 
we  took  away  the  appeal  to  the  Privy 
Council.  I  notice  that  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Clark,  in  his  amendment,  also  points 
to  other  matters  in  which  the  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council  is  to  be  admitted,  namely, 
that  in  case.s  in  which  imperial  interests 
or  the  construction  of  an  act  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  affecting  the  rights 
and  properties  of  persons  resident  in  all 
Wrixon, 


parts  of  the  empire  are  involved,  the  ap. 
peal  to  the  Privy  Council  should  be  allowed. 
I  think  that  if  so  much  is  allowed,  we 
might  really  allow  the  whole,  because  a 
question  will  often  arise  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  supreme  court  has  jurisdiction — . 
whether  or  not  its  jurisdiction  is  ousted — 
by  an  imperial  interest  intervening,  and  if 
it  lias  to  determine  that  question  itself,  of 
course  that  would  be  unsatisfactory.  But 
if  there  is  to  be  an  appeal  against  its  de¬ 
termination  of  the  question  of  jurisdiction, 
the  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  would  not 
be  really  taken  away.  If  the  court  of  ap¬ 
peal  in  Australia  claimed  jurisdiction,  any 
person  might  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council 
to  say  whether  or  not  it  had  jurisdiction. 
I  will  not  ask  the  Convention  to  absolutely 
decide  the  question  now,  but  will  ask  hon. 
members  to  strike  out  words  so  as  to  leave 
it  open  to  the  Committee  to  carefully  con¬ 
sider  the  point,  and  to  make  whatever  re¬ 
commendation  it  thinks  proper  to  the  Con¬ 
vention.  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  the  following  words  l>e  omitted : — ‘‘under 
the  direct  authority  of  the  Sovereign,  whose 
decisions  as  such  shall  be  final.” 

Mr.  CLARK  :  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
AVrixon,  spoke  as  if  it  had  been  agreed  to 
that  this  resolution,  as  well  as  the  other 
two,  should  be  submitted  to  a  select  com¬ 
mittee.  I  do  not  know  that  this  Conven¬ 
tion  has  agreed  to  that  course.  If  that 
course  is  agreed  upon  I  shall  not  trouble 
the  Committee  at  the  present  stage  with 
very  many  remarks;  but  I  would  point  out 
that  the  resolution  in  its  present  state 
provides  for  a  court  of  appeal  and  nothing 
else.  I  am  very  anxious  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  shall  clearly  understand  whether  or 
not  the  federation  is  ffoinir  to  have  a  com- 
plete  judicial  system  for  itself,  apart  from 
the  judicial  system  of  the  provinces.  Per¬ 
sonally  I  am  in  favour  of  a  complete  judi¬ 
cial  system  for  the  federation,  perfectly 
distinct  from  the  local  courts.  Holding 
tliat  view,  I  drafted  a  substantial  resolu- 
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tion,  to  be  moved  in  lieu  of  the  one  under 
consideration.  I  understand  tliat  that 
course  would  not  he  in  accordance  witli 
our  standing  orders.  I  would  suggest  this 
amendment : 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  of,”  in  the 
Istline,  be  omitted,  with  a  view  to  insert  tlie  fol¬ 
lowing  words  : — ‘‘one  supreme  court,  and  such  in¬ 
ferior  courts  as  the  federal  parliament  shall  from 
time  to  time  establish  ;  and  the  federal  supreme 
court  shall  have  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine 
appeals  from  all  final  judgments,  decrees,  and 
orders  of  tlie  highest  court  of  resort  in  each  of 
the  colonies  ;  and  the  judgment  of  the  federal 
sui)reme  court  shall  in  all  cases  in  which  im¬ 
perial  interests  or  the  construction  of  an  act  of 
the  Imi)erial  Parliament  affecting  the  rights  or 
property  of  persons  resident  in  all  parts  of  the 
empire  are  not  involved,  be  final  and  conclu¬ 
sive.” 

With  regard  to  what  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Wrixon,  has  said  as  to  leaving  the 
present  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  un¬ 
touched,  I  think  the  language  of  my  pro¬ 
posed  amendment  really  covere  all  that  is 
necessary,  and  all  that  the  majority  of 
this  Convention  will  be  disposed  to  leave 
to  the  Privy  Council.  I  totally  disagree 
with  the  hon.  member  in  his  desire  to 
leave  the  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council 
exactly  in  its  present  form.  I  will  not 
repeat  the  remarks  I  made  on  the  original 
resolutions ;  but  I  think  the  hon.  member 
will  admit  that  I  gave  a  few  very  ugly 
facts  in  connection  with  some  appeals  to 
the  Privy  Council,  which  warn  us  from 
committing  ourselves  in  all  future  time  to 
the  decisions  of  that  body  upon  purely 
local  matters,  such  as  the  construction  of  the 
vanous  land  acts  of  the  different  colonies. 
I  will  not  press  that  question  further  now, 
because  I  understand  from  the  general  ex¬ 
pression  of  opinion  since  I  began  to  speak 
that  it  is  intended  this  resolution  should 
go  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  I  think  that  the 
course  sngge.sted,  of  leaving  it  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  deal  with  this  proposal  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  high  court  of  appeal,  is  one  that 


will  commend  itself  to  the  Convention 
generally.  But  I  should  like  to  express 
my  w'ant  of  sympathy  wdth  the  views  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon. 
He  has  pointed  out  that  this  is  an  im¬ 
portant  question,  and  ho  doubt  it  is.  I  do 
not  think  that  our  assumption  in  our  own 
favour  of  the  right  to  constitute  a  court  of 
this  description  is  likely  to  realise  his  ap¬ 
prehensions  as  to  its  disturbing  the  unity 
of  the  empire.  I  think  it  would  be  in  the 
highest  degree  lamentable  if,  in  attempting 
to  establish  a  high  court  of  appeal  in  Aus¬ 
tralia,  we  failed  to  clothe  that  court  with 
the  necessary  powers  once  and  for  all  to 
decide  all  constitutional  questions  arising 
between  the  federal  dominion  and  the  states 
which  constitute  it.  A  court  of  appeal 
without  that  power  would  be  shorn  of  its 
chief  attribute,  and  of  a  function  most 
largely  utilised  and  most  wisely  availed  of 
in  the  American  states.  I  think  also  that 
whilst  we  have  the  right  to  make  our  law’s, 
w’e  should,  as  far  as  possible,  provide  for 
the  creation  of  a  judicature  which  wdll  have 
the  privilege  of  interpreting  them  ;  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  right  to  legislate 
without  the  fullest  right  to  interpret,  and 
to  interpret  in  a  manner  which  is  not 
liable  to  be  set  aside  by  the  tribunal  of  any 
other  country,  is  essential  to  the  system 
of  federal  government  which  w^e  propose 
to  create,  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  the  matter 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  I  hope 
its  recommendation  wdll  be  satisfactory  to 
the  Convention,  and  that  it  will  be  found 
possible  to  erect  this  high  court  of  appeal, 
and  give  it  the  fullest  powder  of  dealing 
finally  with  all  Australian  matters  without 
impairing  the  integrity  of  the  empire. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNEB  :  I  agree  that  it 
w’ould  be  w^ell  to  send  this  resolution  to  a 
committee ;  and  I  think,  as  I  said  before, 
that  the  proposed  court  of  appeal  should 
be  made  as  final  as  we  can  possibly  make 
it — as  final  as  w^e  can  induce  the  Imperial 
Government  to  allow  it  to  be  made.  In  a 
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notice  I  gave  referring  to  this  subject,  I 
included  some  questions  rather  as  matters 
Avhich  I  tliouglit  ought  to  be  considered 
than  as  representing  my  own  positive 
opinions.  I  there  suggested  that  there 
might  still  be  an  appeal  to  the  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil  on  questions  between  states,  or  between 
states  and  the  federal  government  and  par¬ 
liament,  or  on  imperial  statutes  extending 
to  the  colonies  and  dependencies  of  the 
empire.  I  did  this  because  it  occurred  to 
me  that  if  the  federal  judicature  were  the 
only  tribunal  to  decide  finally  what  au¬ 
thority  the  federal  government  had,  then 
the  federal  parliament  might  go  beyond 
what  was  contemplated — beyond  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  statute  creating  it,  and  by 
the  power  of  judge-made  law  and  judicial 
construction  extend  the  original  inten¬ 
tion  and  the  ambit  of  jurisdiction,  as  un¬ 
doubtedly  Cliief  J ustice  ^larshall  did  in 
America,  as  it  happened  in  that  case,  to 
the  infinite  benefit  of  the  republic.  I  was 
doubtful  whether,  whilst  the  Imperial  Go¬ 
vernment  might  consent  to  the  decisions 
of  the  federal  court  being  absolutely  final 
so  far  as  internal  matters  were  concerned, 
they  might  nob  on  the  important  question 
of  whether  the  federal  government  w^ere 
acting  within  its  jurisdiction  or  abrogat¬ 
ing  a  jurisdiction  which  the  statute  never 
intended  to  give  it,  insist  on  this  matter 
going  before  them,  because  the  statute 
creating  the  federal  parliament  will  liave 
to  be  an  imperial  statute.  It  is  from  that 
point  of  view'  that  I  make  the  suggestion 
embodied  in  my  notice  of  amendment.  I 
think  the  matter  might  well  be  discussed 
by  a  select  committee,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  result  will  be  to  make  the  colonial 
decisions  as  final  as  they  possibly  can  be. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wrixoii)  agreed  to. 

Eesolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to  as 
follows : — 

A  judiciary,  consisting  of  a  federal  supreme 
court,  which  shall  constitute  a  high  court  of 
appeal  for  Australia. 

[aSIv  John  Dovmer, 


Mr.  PART  OX  :  I  beg  to  move  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolution,  to  stand  as  resolution  2  : 

Xo  new  state  shall  be  formed  by  separation 
from  another  state,  nor  shall  any  state  ho 
formed  l)y  the  junction  of  two  or  more  states  or 
parts  of  states,  without  the  consent  of  the  legis. 
latures  of  the  states  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the 
federal  parlianieiit. 

This  resolution  is  one  which  I  suggested 
at  ail  earlier  period  of  our  proceedings, 
and  it  then  seemed  to  meet  with  general 
approval.  It  defines  the  principle  that 
there  must  be  a  concurrence  of  tJie  legis¬ 
latures  of  the  states  concerned,  and  of  the 
federal  parliament,  in  the  formation  of  any 
new  state  by  separation  from  another 
stiite,  or  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more 
states  or  parts  of  states.  The  object  of  the 
resolution  is  to  remove  a  technical  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  I  thought  it  better  to  defer  it 
until  the  present  time,  when  it  will  come 
on  in  a  more  orderly  way,  than  to  submit 
it  at  an  earlier  stage.  I  gave  notice  of  the 
resolution,  because  it  appeal ‘ed  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  Convention,  which  I  thought 
>vas  a  right  one,  that  upon  this  subject 
there  should  be  something  definite  before 
the  committee  which  is  to  be  appointed. 
It  is  not  a  matter  of  mere  detail ;  but  it  is 
a  matter  of  principle.  If  the  question  here 
involved  is  touched  in  the  1st  resolution, 
the  proposal  wdll  come  in  for  the  purpose 
of  definition.  Many  may  think  that  the 
question  involv^ed  here  is  not  so  touched 
in  the  resolution,  and  in  that  case  this  re¬ 
solution  will  be  necessary,  by  w’ay  of  ex¬ 
press  provision.  It  may  be  that  the  means 
by  which  the  consent  of  the  legislatures  of 
the  states  concerned  shall  be  obtained,  or 
the  action  which  shall  be  taken  as  demon¬ 
strating  their  consent,  may  be  a  matter 
of  some  further  explanation,  and  it  may 
or  may  not  be  found  necessary  on  that 
account  to  append  something  by  way  of 
amendment  to  this  resolution.  But  I 
think  hon.  members  will  agree  that  a  pro¬ 
vision  of  this  nature  should  at  any  rate 
find  a  place  in  these  resolutions  by  w  ay  of 


Ileaolxiiions* 


477 


Federal  Gonstilut ton:  [18  March,  189L] 


informing  not  only  tlie  committee,  l>ut  tlie 
pu'blic  under  ^vllose  eyes  wc  are  acting, 
Mdiat  we  regard  as  some  of  tlie  main  prin¬ 
ciples  to  be  observe<l  in  this  matter. 

l^Ir.  TIIYNNE  :  T  desire  to  express 
my  regret  that  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Macrossan,  is  unable  to  take  part  in  the 
debate  this  morning,  and  to  say  that  I 
know  that  it  was  his  intention  to  move 
some  amendment  upon  this  resolution,  of 
the  particulars  of  wliich  I  am  not  fully 
possessed,  but  wliich  tended  in  this  direc¬ 
tion  :  that  tlie  federal  parliament  should 
be  vested  with  all  the  powers  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  Parliament  in  connection  with  the 
separation  of  territory  from  the  existing 
colonies.  I  merely  mention  the  subject 
so  that  hon.  gentlemen  may  be  aware 
what  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  ]\Iacrossan, 
wished  to  move,  and  to  preserve  for  him 
whatever  opportunity  he  may  wish  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  matter  more  fully. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  The  question  here  raised 
has  various  phases  ;  but  I  do  not  know  that 
we  are  called  upon  to  discuss  it  just  now, 
because  I  look  upon  the  proposal  as  one 
which  will  take  the  form  of  a  clause  in 
the  proposed  constitution,  and  it  will  of 
course  come  up  to  us  again  in  that  way. 
But  I  do  not  know  any  particular  reason 
why  it  should  be  placed  on  record  at  the 
present  time,  because  if  it  is  altered  after¬ 
wards,  this  is  no  declaration  to  the  people 
as  to  what  form  the  provisions  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  will  ultimately  take. 

I\Ir.  Kingston  ;  It  will  prevent  mis¬ 
understanding  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  do  not  know  that  it 
will.  It  might  do  so  if  it  were  a  proposal 
that  could  not  be  altered,  but  if  it  is  com¬ 
pletely  changed  or  struck  out  altogether 
it  may  be  misleading.  There  are  two  or 
three  other  important  questions,  and  some 
of  them,  I  think,  quite  as  important  as 
this,  which  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  committee.  One  of  them  may  be  the 
position  of  the  governors  of  the  various 


states,  and  that  wdll  have  to  be  settled  in 
one  of  the  clauses  of  the  new  constitution. 
Hon.  members  know  that  there  arc  dozens 
of  important  questions  covering  a  variety 
of  ground  wliich  will  require  to  be  dealt 
with  in  the  constitution,  and  if  w'e  propose 
to  deal  w’ith  them  now  we  might  as  well  set 
about  framing  a  constitution  straight  off. 
I  am  not  going  to  object  to  the  insei*tion 
of  the  resolution,  but  I  hope  that  many  of 
these  resolutions,  involving,  as  they  do, 
questions  of  pnnciple  of  great  magnitude 
will  be  materially  altered  after  they  leave 
our  hands. 

Mr.  Barton  :  That  is  quite  immaterial ; 
we  can  alter  them  afterwards  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  If  this  resolution  is  to  be 
parsed  only  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
proposed  committee  an  opportunity  of  con¬ 
sidering  it,  I  shall  not  object  to  it  ;  but 
it  is  desirable  that  such  an  important 
question  as  the  cutting  off  from  one  state 
of  sufficient  territory  to  form  a  new  one 
should  only  be  dealt  with  by  a  marked 
majority  in  each  house,  and  I  propose, 
unless  we  have  the  assurance  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Barton,  that  he  has  moved 
the  motion  only  for  the  purpose  of  leav¬ 
ing  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  — 

Mr.  BARTOX  :  Yes,  that  is  so.  All  I 
wish  to  assert  by  the  resolution  is  that 
this  consent  must  be  obtained.  What  is 
to  be  taken  as  involving  or  demonstrating 
that  consent  is,  I  think,  more  properly  a 
matter  for  the  committee  to  consider,  and 
therefore  I  did  not  interfere  with  it. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  beg  to  pro¬ 
pose  that  the  following  resolution  stand 
as  resolution  Xo.  5  : — 

The  inhabitants  of  each  of  the  states  of 
federated  Australasia  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
choose,  and  if  they  see  fit  from  time  to  time  to 
vixry,  the  form  of  state  government  under  which 
they  desire  to  live.  Provision  should  therefore 
be  made  in  the  federal  constitution  which  will 
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enable  the  people  of  each  state  to  adopt  by  the 
vote  of  the  majority  of  voters,  their  own  form 
of  state  constitution. 

Question  proposed. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  I  wish  to  raise 
a  point  of  order  upon  this  resolution,  and 
I  do  it  with  the  utmost  respect  to  the 
distinguishetl  gentleman  who  has  moved 
it  My  point  of  order  is  that  the  resolu¬ 
tion  goes  beyond  our  instructions.  We 
have  been  sent  here  for  one  object  and  one 
object  only,  and  that  is,  to  prepare  a 
scheme  for  the  framing  of  a  federal  con¬ 
stitution.  Anything  outside  of  these  pre¬ 
scribed  words  cannot  be  dealt  with  under 
the  commission  in  virtue  of  which  we  have 
come  here. 

Sir  George  Grey  :  I  submit  to  the 
Convention  that  our  duty  is  simply  to  re¬ 
commend  a  form  of  federal  constitution  ; 
and  I  say  that  it  cannot  be  contended  for 
one  moment  that  a  body  of  men  should 
have  been  summoned  from  every  part  of 
Australasia,  and  that  they  should  be  told 
that  upon  the  most  important  subject  in  the 
federal  constitution  they  are  not  even  to 
be  allowed  to  recommend  to  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  tlie  people  of  New  Zealand  what 
form  of  constitution  they  think  should  be 
given  to  the  states  composing  the  fedei’a- 
tion.  Now,  it  will  be  found  that  what  we 
arc  directed  to  do  is  to  consider  a  form  of 
federal  constitution,  and,  again,  we  are 
told  in  another  place  that  we  are  to  con¬ 
sider  the  question  of  a  federal  parliament. 
We  are  told  that  we  are  to  consider  the 
question  of  a  form  of  federal  constitution, 
and  we  are  told  also  that  we  are  to  con¬ 
sider  particularly  the  form  of  one  part  of 
that  constitution.  I  think  no  one  can  pos¬ 
sibly  doubtthat  that  decides  tlie  point  that 
we  have  a  right  to  consider  the  wdiole  form 
of  federated  constitution.  I  would  then  re¬ 
fer  to  federated  constitution  acts.  Anybody 
who  refers,  for  instance,  to  the  Ncav  Zealand 
Constitution  Act,  as  it  is  termed,  will  find 
that  there  a  federal  form  of  government  is 
[Sir  George  Grey, 


given ;  and  they  w’^ere  both  included  in  the 
same  Constitution  Act.  It  appears  to  me, 
tlierefore,  impossible  to  argue,  and  I  cannot 
conceive  the  ground  upon  which  the  argu¬ 
ment  can  be  maintained,  that  we,  who  nro 
summoned  here  to  form  a  federal  constitu¬ 
tion,  should  not  consider  the  ground  upon 
which  the  constitution  is  built  up,  that  is, 
upon  the  state  constitutions,  I  ask  hon. 
gentlemen  is  it  right  that  we  sliould  ask 
the  states  to  join  in  a  constitution  of  the 
kind  witliout  our  having  first  given  them 
the  power  of  determining  what  tlie  form 
of  constitution  is  to  be,  under  these  altered 
circumstances  ?  Their  whole  position  is  to 
change  ;  they  are  to  give  up  what  may 
be  called  individual  sovereignty  or  indi¬ 
vidual  power  to  enter  into  a  federated 
union ;  and  we  are  not  to  be  allowed 
to  consider  or  to  recommend  to  them  what 
conditions  they  sliould  accede  before  they 
yield  up  the  great  privileges  which  they 
now  possess  !  I  cannot  myself  see  upon 
what  possible  ground  the  contention  may 
be  made,  that  I  have  no  right  to  ask  this 
Convention,  representing  the  people  of  all 
Australasia,  to  consider  w'hat  should  be 
done  in  reference  to  the  states  that  we 
ask  to  come  under  a  federated  parliament. 

I  say  that  the  words  ‘‘federal  constitution.” 
govern  the  whole  question  ;  and  if  we  are 
not  to  be  allowed,  as  the  representatives  of 
tlie  whole  of  Australasia,  even  to  consider 
this  point,  not  to  be  allowed  to  make  a  re¬ 
commendation  regarding  it,  then  we  have 
been  badly  treated  in  having  been  brought 
here,  in  having  been  subjected  to  this  loss 
of  time,  this  great  delay  inour  several  avoca¬ 
tions.  It  is  treating  us  like  children  rather 
than  like  statesmen  to  try  to  take  this  pri¬ 
vilege  of  considering  what  the  state  consti¬ 
tutions  should  be  away  from  us.  I  there¬ 
fore  feel  it  my  duty  to  contend  to  the  very 
utmost  as  to  wliat  our  rights  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject  are  ;  and  I  feel  confident  in  my  own 
mind  that  the  unanimous  opinion  of  tliis 
Convention  will  be  in  favour  of  the  right  I 
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claim  of  bringing  this  point  under  their  con¬ 
sideration.  Let  me  point  out  to  hon.  gen¬ 
tlemen  that  the  whole  of  the  privileges  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Australasia  depend  upon 
this  Convention;  the  whole  of  the  privileges 
wliich  they  will  have  under  the  new  con¬ 
stitution  are  involved  in  it.  I  say  there  will 
be  no  right  at  all  conceded  to  the  people  of 
this  continent  if  this  right  is  taken  from 
under  their  control.  I  feel,  therefore, 
whatever  may  be  said  in  any  document  or 
paper,  that  we,  having  been  called  here  to 
say  what  the  form  of  federal  constitution 
should  be,  have  a  right  to  insist  upon  con¬ 
sidering  this  most  important  point  of  all. 
I  shall  use  no  further  argument ;  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  matter  is  self-evident  I 
think  that  this  attempt  to  stop  a  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  kind  is  one  that  will  strike 
with  astonishment  every  part  of  the  civil¬ 
ised  world  which  is  regarding  what  is  being 
done  by  this  Convention.  I  feel  sure  that 
one  common  wonder  will  seize  the  minds  of 
all  men  that  an  attempt  to  stop  discussion 
upon  this  most  important  matter  should  be 
made.  I  cannot  realise  that  I  have  to 
stand  here  to  argue  so  plain  a  point,  to 
ask  for  so  clear  a  right  for  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  of  all  Australasia.  I 
feel  that  I  cannot  realise  that  I  am  stopped 
in  asking  for  this  right  on  their  behalf, 
which  I  now  do. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  I  think  we  have  nothing 
wdiatevcr  to  do  with  deciding  the  details 
of  the  state  constitutions.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  think  it  appertains  to  the  func¬ 
tions  of  this  Convention  to  decide  that  the 
power  of  framing  a  constitution  shall  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  several  states.  At 
present  the  legislatures  of  the  various 
colonies  can  only  be  altered  with  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  Imperial  Government.  Is  it 
intended  that  that  shall  remain  %  When 
we  have  a  federated  Australasia,  in  which 
we  have  state  legislatures  and  a  federal 
legislature,  is  it  intended  that  the  state 
legislatures  shall  have  the  power  of  alter¬ 


ing  their  constitutions  at  will  or  iiot'J 
From  that  point  of  view  I  think  the  pro¬ 
position  put  forward  by  the  hon.  member. 
Sir  George  Grey,  is  decidedly  within  the 
powers  of  the  Convention,  the  power  to 
lay  down  a  general  rule,  without  touching 
the  details  of  any  individual  constitution, 
that  the  various  states  should  have  the 
power  of  framing  their  own  constitutions 
according  to  the  will  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  those  states. 

Colonel  Smith  :  A  bare  majority  ? 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  That  is  a  point  of  de¬ 
tail  to  be  decided  ;  but  I  take  it  that  the 
whole  question  is  such  a  fundamental  pro¬ 
position  — 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  It  is  a  fundamental 
proposition  no  doubt,  but  it  is  not  within 
our  business  ! 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  But,  sir,  the  state  legis¬ 
latures  are  to  be  one  of  the  party. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  No  one  doubts  that! 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  Other  constitutions — 
the  Constitution  of  Canada,  for  example, 
which  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Henry  Parkes, 
frequently  cites  as  a  precedent — distinctly 
laid  down  the  lines.  It  not  only  dealt  with 
the  question  in  general,  but  it  laid  down 
exactly  the  form  of  government  which 
every  state  was  to  have.  That,  I  think,  is 
very  undesirable ;  but  I  do  think  that  if  we 
do  not  lay  it  down  distinctly  we  ought  to 
have  it  understood  most  distinctly  that  the 
states  are  to  have  power  to  frame  their  owui 
constitutions.  Unless  this  is  distinctly 
understood  the  states  wdll  not  have  any 
such  power.  In  the  American  Constitu¬ 
tion  it  is  not  mentioned,  for  the  states 
were  sovereign,  and  had  pow  er  before  they 
went  into  the  federation  to  frame  their 
constitutions  as  they  wdshe^l,  and  that 
power  remained  to  them  ;  but  here  they 
have  no  such  power,  and  I  maintain  that 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  individual 
states,  wdien  they  come  into  the  federation, 
to  have  the  pow'er  of  varying  in  wliatever 
way  they  think  fit  the  forms  of  legislation 
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under  which  they  are  governed.  If  this 
is  understood,  well  and  good  ;  but  if  it  is 
not  to  he  undei'stood  without  a  resolution, 
I  shall  support  the  contention  of  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  George  Grey.  IVIany  of  us 
are  not  in  favour  of  bicameral  legislation 
at  all.  I  think  that  the  state  legi.slatures 
might  well  consist,  as  in  Ontario,  of  single 
houses,  with  the  power  of  referendum  to 
the  people. 

The  Chairman  :  The  hon.  member  is 
out  of  order.  He  must  discuss  the  point 
whether  this  resolution  is  or  is  not  within 
the  scope  of  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Cock  BURN  :  I  humbly  submit  that 
it  is  within  the  scoj^e  of  the  Convention  to 
decide  what  2>0''^er  of  from  time  to  time 
varying  the  constitution  of  the  state  legis¬ 
latures  should  lie  with  the  states.  At 
present  Ave  cannot  change  our  constitu¬ 
tions  without  reference  to  the  ImjAerial 
Government. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Leave  things  as  they  are  I 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  What  are  we  to  under¬ 
stand — that  the  pre.sent  condition  of  things 
is  to  obtain  1 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  Is  this  on  the 
point  of  order  ? 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  Most  decidedly.  I  main¬ 
tain  that  the  hon.  member,  Sir  George 
Grey,  is  in  order  in  raising  this  question 
— that  the  local  legislatures  are  part  and 
parcel  of  the  compact — a  point  that  from 
time  to  time  seems  to  be  ignored.  The 
state  legislatures  are  just  as  much  part 
and  parcel  of  the  bargain  of  federation  as 
is  the  central  legislature.  It  is  not  a  one¬ 
sided  affair,  but  essentially  a  bargain  be¬ 
tween  the  two — the  local  legislatures,  as 
they  exist  now  and  are  to  exist,  and  the 
central  legislature,  and  the  powers  of  the 
local  legislatures,  as  exercised  from  time  to 
time,  and  the  powers  of  the  central  legis¬ 
lature.  I  humbly  submit  tliat  it  is  2'>^r- 
fectly  in  order  for  the  Convention  to  deal 
with  the  question,  which  is  second  to  none 
ill  importance,  as  to  what  the  powers  of  the 
[Z>r.  Cockhurn, 


state  legislatures,  which  are  to  form  a  great 
and  most  important  part  of  this  federation, 
are  to  be.  As  I  understand  that  the  mover 
of  the  resolution  considers  that  the  point 
of  order  ought  to  be  settled  first,  I  refrain 
from  saying  anything  further  now.  J 
thought  it  would  have  gone  without  saying 
that  the  resolution  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Personally,  I  do  not  sup- 
pose  that  any  one  Avould  have  any  ob¬ 
jection  to  an  abstract  discussion  on  so  im¬ 
portant  a  jioint  as  that  raised  by  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  George  Grey.  But  while  I 
would  have  no  objection  to  discuss  on  any 
other  occasion  a  question  of  this  import¬ 
ance,  the  question  raised  is  :  constituted  as 
Ave  are  here,  delegated  to  do  certain  duties, 
is  a  portion  of  those  duties  the  setting  out 
of  what  the  various  states  ought  to  do,  or 
hoAv  far  they  shall  be  competent  to  alter 
their  forms  of  government  1 

Mr.  Clark  :  ‘‘  May  do’’! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  I  said,  “May  do.” 

Mr.  Clark  :  The  hon.  member  said, 
“  Ought  to  do  ”  ! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Well,  “  Ought  to  do.” 

Mr.  Clark  :  That  is  a  very  different 
thing ! 

Mr.  Gillies:  It  is  not  necessarily  a  dif¬ 
ferent  thing.  I  thought  at  first  the  hon. 
member,  Dr.  Cockburn,  was  indulging  in 
somewhat  of  a  joke.  Has  any  one  colony 
authorised  this  ConA^ention  to  deal  with  its 
constitution  ?  Not  one. 

Dr.  Cockburn  :  In  the  future  1 

Mr.  Gillies  :  The  hon.  member  need 
not  interrupt.  He  has  had  his  say,  and 
will  liaA’e  a  further  opportunity  to  say  what 
he  thinks  proper.  As  far  as  avc  know,  not 
a  single  colony  has  authorised  this  Coni^en- 
tion  to  deal  with  the  question  of  its  con¬ 
stitution. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  Hear,  hear! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Or  recommended  that  in 
any  Avay  Ave  should  interfere  with  its  con¬ 
stitution. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  Hear,  hear  1 
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Mr.  Gillies:  And  I  venture  to  say 
if  you  appeal  to  any  of  the  colonies  they 
would  consider  it  gross  impertinence  for 
this  body  to  deal  with  a  question  atfecting 
tlieir  rights  and  interests,  which  has  not 
been  remitted  to  us  to  deal  with  at  all.  I 
venture  to  say  that  I  can  speak  confidently 
with  reference  to  the  colony  of  Victoria. 
The  colony  of  Victoria  has  not  asked  this 
Convention  to  deal  with  its  Constitution, 
or  to  make  any  recommendation  at  all 
with  reference  to  it.  The  colony  of  Vic¬ 
toria  can  very  well  deal  with  its  own  Con¬ 
stitution. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  And  it  can  amend  that 
constitution  in  any  way  it  thinks  proper. 
It  has  amended  it  from  time  to  time,  and, 
although  at  one  time  there  was  a  provision 
that  amendments  could  only  be  made  by 
a  clear  majority  of  both  branches  of  the 
legislature,  this  having  been  once  amended 
amendments  now  come  under  the  ordinary 
law  of  legislation,  which  merely  requires  a 
simple  majority.  I  believe  that  the  only 
thing  now  left  in  the  Constitution  of  Vic¬ 
toria  the  amendment  of  which  requires  a 
clear  majority,  and  to  be  reserved  for  her 
Majesty’s  assent,  is  portion  of  schedule  D, 
which  has  not  up  to  the  present  time  been 
amended. 

Mr.  Munro:  And  the  60th  clause  itself  ! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  All  they  have  to  do  is  to 
repeal  that  portion  of  the  Constitution  Act 
which  re<iuires  an  alteration  of  that  section 
to  be  reserved  for  her  Majesty’s  assent. 
Once  repeal  that  section,  and  you  do  away 
with  everything.  We  have  dealt  with  our 
Constitution  from  time  to  time,  makin<^ 

/  O 

most  important  amendments  without  the 
advice  of  gentlemen  from  the  other  colo¬ 
nies — without  the  advice  of  gentlemen  in 
this  Convention  not  belonging  to  Victoria. 
We  take  for  granted  that  we  are  able  to 
alter  our  Constitution  in  the  w'ay  we  think 
proper,  and  wo  decline  to  be  dictated  to  by 
a  body  not  authorised  to  deal  with  that 

2  H 


question.  Whatever  abstract  resolutions 
they  think  of  passing,  it  appears  perfectly 
clear  to  me - 

Mr.  Kingston  :  This  is  not  a  point  of 
Ol  der  ! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Yes;  it  is  a  most  im¬ 
portant  point  of  order,  namely,  that  this 
subject  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  this 
Convention.  It  was  not  a  question  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Convention,  and  we  have  no 
power  to  deal  with  it. 

Sir  George  Grey  :  I  submit  that  the 
hon.  member  is  not  speaking  to  the  point 
of  order.  There  has  been  no  proposal 
made  to  interfere  with  the  constitutions. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  I  am  afraid  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  has  forgotten  his  own  resolution, 
which  says  : 

Provision  should  therefore  l^e  made  in  the 
federal  constitution  w  hich  will  enable  the  people 
of  each  state  to  adopt  by  the  vote  of  the  majority 
of  voters  their  ow'n  form  of  state  constitution. 

The  hon.  gentleman  asks  that  in  the  fede¬ 
ral  constitution,  which  we  are  authorised 
by  our  respective  colonies  to  frame-,  pro¬ 
vision  should  be  made  by  which  an  im¬ 
portant  alteration  shall  be  made  in  the 
local  constitutions.  I  say  the  local  legis¬ 
latures  have  never  asked  the  Convention 
to  do  that,  and  it  is  out  of  the  scope  of 
the  Convention  to  do  that  unless  author¬ 
ised  to  do  it. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  One  w’ord  in  explana¬ 
tion.  I,  and  I  am  sure  any  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  w’ould  not  be  guilty  of  the  imperti¬ 
nence  of  suggesting  to  a  neighbouring 
colony  what  the  form  of  their  constitu¬ 
tion  should  be,  nor  did  I  undei-stand  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  George  Grey,  to  do  so. 

aVlr,  Gillies  :  It  is  in  the  resolution  ! 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  The  question  is  not 
w'hat  the  details  of  the  constitutions  are 
now ;  but  what  power  of  change  there 
shall  be  in  the  future,  for  the  po\ver  now 
given  to  change  constitutions  cannot  ob¬ 
tain  in  the  future.  We  cannot  now  make 
important  alterations  in  the  Constitution 
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without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  and 
the  Crown.  But  nobody  supposes  that 
when  we  are  federated  we  shall  have  to 
go  behind  the  fedei*ation  to  the  Crown  for 
a  change  of  constitution.  It  is  quite  com¬ 
petent  for  us  to  consider,  not  what  the  pi'e- 
sent  details  of  any  constitution  are,  but 
what  the  powers  of  change  from  time  to 
time  should  be.  It  is  necessary  to  fix  this, 
because  we  know  that  the  present  powers 
of  change  cannot  obtain  in  the  future,  and 
surely  we  must  have  some  guide  in  the  future. 
We  should  agree  to  the  great  principle 
that  in  future,  after  the  federal  constitution 
is  framed,  the  powers  of  changing  their  con¬ 
stitutions  as  they  please  shall  reside  wholly 
and  entirely  in  the  various  state  legisla¬ 
tures.  That  is  a  most  important  principle 
and  is,  I  maintain,  entirely  in  order. 

'Mr.  Munro  :  The  contention  of  the  lion, 
member,  Dr.  Cockburn,  clearly  indicates 
that  this  Convention  should  make  a  change 
in  the  constitutions  of  the  colonies. 

Dr.  Cockburn  :  Clearly  not  I 

Mr.  Munro  :  It  clearly  indicates  that. 
Take  the  Constitution  of  Victoria.  Section 
60  provides  the  mode  in  which  we  can 
alter  the  Constitution ;  and,  so  far  as  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  have  not 
been  altered,  the  mode  is  by  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  both  houses.  But  the  pro¬ 
position  now  is  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  can  alter  the  constitution  of  a  colony. 
That,  I  submit,  is  a  departure  entirely 
from  the  provisions  of  our  Constitution. 
V'  e  are  not  here  authorised  to  do  anything 
to  enable  this  Convention  to  alter  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  our  Constitution.  I  think  we 
are  entirely  precluded  from  doing  any¬ 
thing  of  the  sort.  The  proposal  of  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  George  Grey,  clearly  is 
that  section  60  of  the  Constitution  of  Vic¬ 
toria  shall  be  so  altered,  and  that  instead  of 
a  majority  of  members  of  both  houses,  a 
majority  of  the  people  may  alter  our  Con¬ 
stitution.  That,  I  contend,  is  not  wdthin 
the  province  of  the  Convention, 

[Dr,  Cockburn, 


Mr.  Thynne  :  I  think  the  discussion 
has  raised  two  questions.  A  good  deal  of 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies, 
went  into  the  merits  of  the  proposition  of 
the  hon.  member.  Sir  George  Grey,  which, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  is  within  the  scope 
of  this  Convention.  I  think  we  might  just 
as  w^ell,  ill  a  legislative  assembly,  pass 
an  act  saying  that  the  mode,  or  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  the  electors  w^ho  are  to  appoint  the 
members,  is  a  question  which  is  outside 
their  consideration.  In  this  confederation 
it  is  proposed  to  have  a  senate  represent¬ 
ing  the  states,  whether  state  legislatures  or 
otherwise.  But  at  present  I  take  it  that 
the  senate  will  be  elected  by  the  states 
legislatures.  Is  not  everything  affecting 
the  states  legislatures  a  matter  for  the 
Convention  to  take  into  consideration? 
That  one  ground  is,  I  submit,  sufficient  to 
entitle  an  hon.  member  to  introduce  a  re¬ 
solution  dealing  wdth  the  question  of  the 
constitution  of  the  states,  because  in  that 
respect  they  affect  the  constitution  of  the 
federation  as  regards  the  election  of  the 
members  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  It  will  be  a  great 
pity  if  any  decision  is  given  which  may 
tend  to  unnecessarily  stifle  discussion,  and 
I  do  trust,  sir,  that  any  ruling  which  you 
may  feel  it  your  duty  to  give  will  be  in 
favour  of  the  fullest  right  of  free  discus¬ 
sion  on  matters  on  which  there  may  be 
any  doubt.  But  it  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  no  room  for  doubt — that  we  are 
entitled  to  discuss  and  deal  with  this  reso¬ 
lution.  We  are  here  for  the  purpose  of 
framing  an  adequate  scheme  for  a  federal 
constitution,  and  there  is  no  doubt  what¬ 
ever  that  for  that  purpose  we  shall  have 
to  deal  with  the  local  constitutions  and  to 
alter  them.  At  present  the  local  legisla¬ 
tures  have  power  to  deal  with  a  variety  of 
subjects  which  they  will  be  asked  to  sur¬ 
render  to  the  federal  government.  Is  not 
that  an  alteration  of  the  local  constitutions? 

Mr.  Clark  :  Of  course  it  is  ! 
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Mr.  Kixgstox  :  Then,  if  we  are  entitled 
to  deal  witli  the  local  constitutions,  so  far 
as  relates  to  tlie  surrender  of  powers,  surely 
we  are  similarly  entitled  to  deal  with  the 
local  constitutions  as  regards  the  component 
parts  of  the  various  legislatures.  I  think 
it  would  bo  perfectly  within  our  province 
if  we  saw  fit  to  provide  that  local  legi.sla- 
tures  which  are  constituted  in  a  certain 
way,  or  in  which  the  upper  brancli  is  of  a 
nominated  character,  shall  nob  be  admitted 
to  the  federation. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  Of  course  it  would  I 

Mr.  Kingston  :  If  it  is  within  our  power 
to  adopt  a  course  of  that  sort  is  it  not 
within  our  power  to  provide  that  the  people 
of  the  various  provinces  shall  have  certain 
powers  either  with  reference  to  the  making 
or  altering  of  their  constitutions  ?  I  do  not 
see  how  it  is  possible  to  deal  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  a  federal  constitution,  without  at 
the  same  time  dealing  with  and  altering 
the  various  local  constitutions.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  resolution  proposes  to  lay 
down  the  principle— and  a  most  import¬ 
ant  principle  as  affecting  the  local  con¬ 
stitutions — that  the  j^eople  of  a  colony 
shall  have  the  opportunity  by  their  own 
votes  of  deciding  the  form  of  constitution 
under  which  they  will  live.  I  agree  to  a 
very  great  extent  with  the  remarks  which 
have  fallen  from  the  hon.  member,  Dr. 
Cockburn  ;  but  I  go  further  than  he  does. 
He  puts  it  that  we  have  no  right  to  deal 
with  the  details  of  the  various  local  consti¬ 
tutions.  I  say  we  have  the  right ;  and 
we  must  exercise  it  in  various  ways,  nota¬ 
bly  as  regards  the  constitutional  powers 
which  are  to  be  reserved  to  the  local  le<ris- 
lature  and  the  powers  which  have  to  be 
surrendered  to  the  federal  parliament.  We 
shall  have  to  exercise  that  i)ower  for  the 
purpose  of  defining  the  relationships  which 
shall  exist  between  the  lieutenant-governor 
of  a  particular  province  and  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment.  Wo  have  a  right,  undoubtedly, 
to  deal  with  the  question  so  far  as  it  is 


essential  to  the  establishment  of  an  ade- 
quateschemefora  federal  constitution  in  the 
very  minutest  detail.  I  simply  put  that 
position  because  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
correct  one.  This  is  not  a  matter  of  detail. 
It  is  a  matter  of  the  most  important  prin¬ 
ciple.  It  is  a  question  of  confiding  to  the 
people  of  a  province  the  power  of  framing 
their  constitution,  and  I  do  think,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  that  vre  have  the 
right  to  discuss  the  resolution,  and,  in  view 
of  its  great  importance,  it  will  be  a  great 
pity  if  we  refrain  from  exercising  that 
right.  I  do  trust  that  we  shall  shortly 
have  an  opportunity  of  listening  to  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  George  Grey,  who,  no 
doubt,  will  introduce  to  our  notice  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  most  vital  importance. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  I  submit  that  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  member  who  has  just 
sat  down  cannot  for  a  single  moment  bo 
sustained.  The  hon.  member  argues  that 
because  certain  surrenders  must  be  made 
by  the  state  constitutions  in  the  work 
which  we  are  intrusted  to  do,  therefore  we 
can  travel  over  the  whole  ground  and  re¬ 
model  those  constitutions.  I  contend  that 
we  are  bound  to  act  within  the  strict  de¬ 
finition  of  our  commissions  and  instruc¬ 
tions.  The  resolutions  as  passed  by  the 
sevei*al  legislatures  define  the  constitution 
w-hich — and  their  opinion  confirmed  tho 
opinion  of  the  conference  Iield  in  Mel¬ 
bourne — ought  to  be  brought  into  exist¬ 
ence  in  this  country  ;  they  definitely  ap¬ 
point  persons  to  frame  an  adequate  con¬ 
stitution  for  federal  purposes,  and  they 
do  nothing  else.  How,  for  us  to  travel 
outside  what  is  necessary  in  fiuming  a 
federal  constitution  would  open  the  doors 
to  the  consideration  of  an  entire  recon¬ 
struction  of  the  government  in  the  several 
states.  Certainly  that  is  no  part  of  our 
business,  and  if  we  proceed  in  so  loose  a 
'way  in  transacting  our  business  as  that, 
why  then  there  is  no  telling  what  province 
we  may  enter  upon,  because  the  whole 
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theory  of  government  for  any  part  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  would  come  under  the  range  of  our 
operations.  Now  our  commission  is  very 
definitely  laid  down.  The  resolutions 
passed  by  the  parliament  of  this  country, 
which  are  identical  with  those  passed  by 
the  other  parliaments,  are  to  this  effect  as 
to  the  constitution  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  conference  formed  by  the  several 
parliaments,  should  be  brought  into  exist¬ 
ence  : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  conference - 

And  I  here  interpolate  the  words  “con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Parliament” — 
the  best  interests  and  the  present  and  future 
prosperity  of  the  Australian  cplonies  will  be 
promoted  by  an  early  union  under  the  Crown 
.  .  .  under  one  legislative  and  execu¬ 

tive  government,  on  principles  j-'^st  to  the  several 
colonies. 

Here  is  a  complete  definition,  and  we  can¬ 
not  travel  outside  it.  Then  follow  the 
words  that  the  persons  sent  to  this  Con¬ 
vention  are 

empowered  to  consider  and  report  upon  an 
•adequate  scheme  for  a  federal  constitution. 

That  is,afederal  constitution  in  conformity 
with  this  definition.  No  doubt,  in  pre¬ 
paring  and  reporting  upon  an  adequate 
scheme  for  a  federal  constitution,  certain 
powers  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  state 
legislatures  might  be  suggested.  But  that 
in  no  way  implies  that  we  should  go,  or  in 
the  slightest  degree  justifies  us  in  going, 
beyond  what  is  necessary  for  that  one 
fedei-al  purpose.  It  is  on  those  grounds 
■that  I  submit  we  cannot  entertain  the  re- 
'solution  now  before  the  Committee.  It  is 
idle  to  say  that  any  one  desires  to  stop  dis¬ 
cussion.  All  that  we  desire  to  do  is  to 
confine  it  within  the  legitimate  channel  of 
the  husine.ss  we  have  to  transact. 

Mr.  Macdoxald-Pater.son  :  I  must  say 
—and  I  say  so  respectfully— tliat  I  en¬ 
tirely  disagree  with  some  of  the  obser¬ 
vations  of  the  last  speaker.  I  hold  most 
strongly  the  view  that  it  i.s  quite  within 
the  scope  of  the  resolution,  from  which 
[Sir  Henry  Parkes. 


the  hon.  gentleman  has  just  quoted,  em¬ 
powering  us  to  take  steps  to  frame  a 
constitution  just  to  all  the  colonies,  that 
we  should  consider  this  point.  The  hon. 
gentleman  has  spoken  of  a  surrender  of 
certain  powers  of  local  government ;  but  I 
would  remind  him  that  if  our  labours  are 
to  have  a  successful  conclusion  the  im¬ 
perial  authorities  will  also  have  to  make 
a  certain  surrender.  If  I  understand  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  George  Grey,  correctly, 
he  intends  his  resolution — which  I  respect¬ 
fully  say  is  a  little  verbose,  and  which 
might  with  advantage  be  made  to  read  in 
the  form  I  wdll  presently  suggest  to  the 
Committee — to  mean  that  the  in)perial 
authority  shall  surrender  to  the  federal 
authority  its  right  to  reject  any  amend¬ 
ment  by  any  colony  of  its  constitution, 
and  that  the  federal  parliament  shall  ab¬ 
sorb  that  authority.  As  lias  been  asked 
by  the  hon.  member.  Dr.  Cockburn,  are 
we  to  go  behind  the  federal  parliament 
and  ask  the  assent  of  the  Imperial  Parlia¬ 
ment]  That  is  not  intended. 

Dr.  Cockburn  :  We  shall  have  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  something  else  I 

Mr.  Macdonald- Paterson  :  That  is 
what  I  am  arguing.  And  surely  if  we 
ask  tliat  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Privy 
Council  shall  be  abolished,  and  that  we 
shall  have  recourse  to  our  own  Supreme 
Court  in  all  matters  relating  to  Australia 
— surely  if  we  go  so  far  as  tJiat  in  one 
direction — it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  that 
the  governments  of  Australia,  in  making 
amendments  in  their  constitutions,  shall 
not  have  recourse  to  the  imperial  autho¬ 
rities,  but  to  their  own  local  court,  the 
federal  parliament,  if  indeed  any  further 
assent  than  that  of  its  own  legislature  he 
considered  necessary  to  establish  any  modi¬ 
fication  of  its  constitution.  I  think  the 
resolution  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  George 
Grey,  might  be  so  amended  as  to  read  in 
this  form  : 

That  provision  he  made  enabling  each  state 
to  amend  or  vary  its  own  state  constitution. 
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Tliat,  I  tliink,  would  meet  witli  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  all  the  delegates  here.  I  do  not 
wish  to  prolong  this  discussion,  but  I  de¬ 
sire  to  express  my  approval  of  the  hon. 
member’s  views,  and  to  assert  my  belief 
that  it  is  (jiiite  within  the  scope  of  our 
duties  here  to  make  some  such  simple  af¬ 
firmation  as  that  which  I  have  just  sug¬ 
gested. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  resolution  of  Sir  George  Grey 
is  clearly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Committee,  providing  he  strikes  out  the 
words  by  the  vote  of  the  majority  of 
voters,”  and  simply  provides  that  each 
colony  should  be  free  to  adopt  its  ‘‘  own 
form  of  state  constitution.”  Tlie  resolution 
simply  says  that  any  of  the  local  constitu¬ 
tions  may  be  altered  subject  to  the  sanc¬ 
tion  of  the  federal  parliament,  taking  away 
from  the  Crown  in  England  the  reserved 
power  it  possesses  at  this  moment,  and 
vesting  it  in  the  federal  parliament.  Our 
whole  proceedings  are,  I  take  it,  upon  this 
principle — that  we  are  striving  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  constitution  that  will  relieve  us  as 
far  as  possible  from  any  local  jurisdiction 
in  England  ;  and  if  that  is  the  principle 
upon  which  we  are  acting,  I  think  that 
before  objecting  to  the  resolution  of  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  George  Grey,  upon  a 
point  of  order,  we  should  first  hear  what 
he  has  to  bring  before  us.  \Ylien  the  hon. 
member  has  given  us  his  reasons  for  the 
resolution,  a  point  of  order  may,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  be  taken.  It  seems  to  me,  however, 
that  the  resolution,  as  it  appears  upon  the 
paper,  is  clearly  \vithin  the  scope  of  the 
duties  before  us,  and  that  it  would  be  an 
act  of  grace  to  allow  the  hon.  member  to 
proceed. 

Dr.  Cockhurn  :  Not  an  act  of  grace — 
it  is  the  hon.  member’s  right ! 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  I  desire  to 
say  a  few  words.  I  understand  Sir  George 
Grey  to  suggest  this  :  that  we  are  directed 
to  frame  an  adequate  scheme  of  federal 


government,  and  that  no  scheme  will  be 
adequate  that  does  not  deal  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  constitution  of  each  colony. 
That,  shortly,  is  the  hon.  gentleman’s  ar¬ 
gument.  Let  me  give  one  illustration. 
Not  so  very  many  years  ago  the  colony  of 
Jamaica  had  constitutional  government  by 
two  houses  j  it  surrendered  its  constitution 
and  took  the  form  of  government  by  one 
nominated  legislative  chamber,  becoming, 
in  fact,  a  Crown  colony.  Surely  if  some 
of  these  Australian  colonies  now  proposing 
to  federate,  were  to  become  Crown  colo¬ 
nies,  it  might  be  a  serious  question  as  to 
whether  they  should  be  allowed  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  federation,  and  the  effect 
might  be  to  break  up  the  whole  constitu¬ 
tion.  We  cannot,  therefore,  give  the  go¬ 
by  to  the  matter.  Certainly  an  adequate 
scheme  of  federal  government  must  insist 
that  the  constituent  parts  of  it  shall  not 
entirely  change  their  nature.  I  do  not 
think,  therefore,  that  the  question  is 
foreign  to  the  subject  of  our  discussion — 
an  adequate  scheme  of  federal  govern¬ 
ment. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  to  withdraw 
his  point  of  order.  There  is  no  doubt 
a  good  deal  of  division  on  the  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  it  is  strictly  within 
the  scope  of  our  instructions ;  but  the 
members  of  the  Convention  ^vould  like 
to  have  the  fullest  possible  discussion, 
and  I  think,  therefore,  we  might  give  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  George  Grey,  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  show  that  it  is  within  the  scope 
of  our  powers,  and  also  to  hear  what  may 
be  said  against  it.  As  there  is  such  a 
division  of  opinion  on  the  point,  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Henry  Parke.s, 
not  to  press  his  objection. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  My  object  iiurising 
to  this  point  of  order  was  to  prevent 
the  Convention — and  I  think  I  am  acting 
in  the  interests  of  the  Convention  in  so 
doing — from  w’andering  into  subjects  with 


Ilesolutiom, 


[18  March,  1891.] 


486  Federal  ConstittUion : 

which  they  have  really  nothing  to  do. 
That  was  my  object  and  my  point  of  view. 
But  gentlemen  will  recollect  that  I  raised 
my  point  without  saying  more  than  ten 
words  in  support  of  it.  And  I  was  quite 
prepared  that  it  should  at  once  be  decided 
by  the  Chairman.  If,  however,  it  be  the 
desire  of  the  Convention,  I  am  quite  willing 
to  withdraw’  my  point  of  order.  I  raised 
it  in  support  of  the  orderly  conduct  of  the 
business  of  the  Convention,  and  from  a 
desire  to  confine  it  to  the  object  for  wdiich, 
I  am  quite  sure,  it  was  brought  into  exist¬ 
ence,  and  with  no  other  purpose  w’hatever. 
It  is  rather  unjust  to  me  for  even  Sir 
George  Grey  to  venture  to  say  that  I  de¬ 
sire  to  stop  discussion.  I  simply  desire 
to  confine  discussion  within  its  legitimate 
limits — nothing  more. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Sir,  since  I  pro¬ 
posed  the  resolution  which  you  have  put 
to  the  Committee,  an  attempt  has  been  made 
to  prevent  me  from  doing  so  upon  a  point  of 
order.  That  objection,  however,  has  now 
been  withdrawn.  But  I  owe  it  to  myself  and 
to  the  Committee  to  say  this  :  that  it  was 
clearly  withdrawn  because  it  would  not 
liave  been  sustained  by  the  Committee,  and 
it  was  certainly  the  opinion  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  as  far  as  I  could  understand  their 
expressions  on  the  subject,  that  you  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  put  the  resolution. 
Therefore,  in  proposing  it  now  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  form  from  what  I  did  before,  I  wish  to 
guard  myself  against  having  done  tliis 
from  any  desire  to  make  the  resolution 
more  in  order  than  it  was  before,  when  it 
vras  perfectly  in  order ;  but  simply  to  nar¬ 
row  the  point  of  discussion,  because  I 
understand  that  if  it  is  carried  by  the 
Committee,  it  will  be  sent  to  a  select  com¬ 
mittee,  and  there  be  fully  and  properly 
considered.  I  therefore  propose  to  put 
the  resolution  now  in  this  form  : 

That  provision  should  be  made  in  the  federal 
constitution  which  wdll  enable  each  state  to 
make,  vary,  or  annul  its  constitution. 

[5ir  Henry  Parkes, 


The  Chairman  :  In  order  to  allow’  the 
proposed  alteration  to  he  put  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Con¬ 
vention  to  give  leave  to  withdraw  the 
motion  now  before  it. 

Motion,  by  leave,  w  ithdrawal. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY :  In  moving  tlie 
motion  w  hich  I  Iiavejust  read,  I  wdsh  noiv 
to  remark  that  I  believe  the  decision  to 
which  the  House  has  come  on  this  subject 
is  one  of  the  most  important  decisions 
that  jierhaps  any  chamber  lias  ever  come 
to — that  is  as  affecting  the  whole  future 
of  the  continent  of  Australasia.  I  now 
feel  quite  satisfied  in  my  owm  mind  that 
this  Convention  wdll  arrive  at  a  definite 
recommendation,  which  will  he  made  to 
the  various  states  which  it  desires  to 
see  enter  into  tlie  federation  which  it  is 
now  attempting  to  form.  I  feel  further 
satisfied  that  if  such  a  federation  be  en¬ 
tered  into  it  wdll,  under  the  system  which 
we  shall  he  able  to  establish,  last  for  all 
time.  That  is,  perhaps,  from  period  to 
period  the  different  states  may  vary  their 
constitutions,  perhaps  almost  destroy  one 
constitution  and  put  another  in  its  place ; 
but  upon  the  whole  such  satisfaction  and 
contentment  will  prevail  throughout  the 
entire  federation  that  it  will  be  lasting, 
and  of  the  utmost  durability.  Now,  the 
object  which  I  had  in  view  in  preparing 
the  resolution  which  I  submitted  to  the 
House,  and  of  which  this  is  really  a  repe¬ 
tition  in  a  shorter  form,  w'as  this  :  that  in 
every  other  federal  constitution  which  I 
have  seen  or  known,  the  first  thing  done 
was  to  form  the  states,  and  to  assign  to 
them  their  powers.  In  the  case  of  the 
United  States,  that  was  unnecessary,  for 
they  already  had  full  pow'ers  and  almost 
the  same  form  of  government ;  and  they 
have  retained  very  nearly  that  form  of 
government  ever  since,  w'ith  slight  varia¬ 
tions  from  time  to  time,  perhaps  ultimately 
in  the  course  of  years  amounting  to  con¬ 
siderable  changes.  I  believe  that  exactly 
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the  same  thing  will  take  place  in  Aus¬ 
tralasia.  And  unless  this  were  done, 
which  I  now  propose,  I  do  not  believe 
that  for  many  years  there  would  be  a  firm 
federation  established  on  this  continent. 
And  for  this  reason,  that  undoubtedly  in 
some  of  the  constitutions  of  the  states, 
antiquated  forms  have  been  introduced 
without  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants 
having  been  obtained  ;  which  antiquated 
forms  were,  in  many  cases,  opposed,  su%  I 
believe,  to  the  wishes  of  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  states,  and  which  it 
would  have  been  impossible  almost  to  have 
altered  without  great  difficulty,  owing  to 
the  form  in  which  their  legislatures  were 
constituted.  That  is,  by  either  having  a 
nominated  upper  house,  or  by  the  upper 
house  being  fettered  by  conditions  now 
unknown  absolutely  in  other  countries — 
such,  for  instance,  as  a  money  qualifica¬ 
tion  in  the  members.  In  England  that 
has  been  absolutely  abolished.  In  ray 
yrouth  no  man  could  take  his  seat  in  the 
House  of  Commons  unless  he  had  J06OO 
a  year  if  he  was  a  member  for  a  county, 
or  j£400  a  year  if  he  was  a  member  for  a 
borough  ;  and  that  qualification  in  the 
case  of  counties  was  required  to  be  in  land. 
Now,  the  result  of  that  was  that  a  large 
number  of  persons  who  had  no  such  quali¬ 
fication  really  got  into  the  houses  of  par- 
iiaraent.  But  they  got  in  in  this  way  : 
that,  being  the  sons  or  relations  of  very 
wealthy  men,  their  relations  conveyed  to 
them  the  day  before  the  election  an  estate 
in  land  of  the  required  value.  That  estate 
was  held  until  the  election  was  over,  and 
then  it  was  reconveyed  to  the  person  who 
had  made  the  conveyance  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance.  The  result  of  that  was  necessarily 
that  many  avenues  of  usefulness  in  po¬ 
litical  life  were  closed  against  everybody 
but  those  who  were  either  wealthy  them¬ 
selves  or  who  had  wealthy  relations  who 
were  inclined  to  help  them.  I  was  sur¬ 
prised,  indeed,  when  I  found  that  witli 


487 

that  experience  staring  them  in  the  face, 
they  had  in  some  colonies  of  Australia — 
certainly  in  one — gone  back  to  the  old 
system  and  established  a  property  quali¬ 
fication.  I  have  no  doubt  that  under  the 
terms  of  this  resolution,  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  this  Convention  will  go  in  this 
direction,  that  is,  that  they  will  require  no 
qualification  at  all  in  the  member,  except 
to  be  a  voter ;  that  they  will  approach,  in 
point  of  fact,  very  nearly  to  what  is  the 
present  rule  in  Great  Britain,  which  is,  or 
was,  regarded  as  a  most  ari.stocratic  coun- 
tiy.  If  that  is  done  throughout  Austral¬ 
asia,  the  result  will  be,  if  the  people  at  the 
same  time  have  the  power  of  electing  their 
lieutenant-governors,  that  every  great  post 
but  one  in  the  whole  of  Australasia  will 
be  open  to  every  man  of  ability,  or  of  such 
ability  or  of  such  force  of  character,  or  occu¬ 
pying  such  relations  of  public  life,  as  will 
secure  him  the  votes  of  a  large  constitu¬ 
ency;  and  an  immense  amount  of  talent 
that  under  other  circumstances  would  be 
shut  out  from  serving  the  state  will  have 
a  fair  opportunity  open  to  it,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  numbers  of  able  men  will, 
under  such  a  system,  be  found  who  other¬ 
wise  would  have  remained  undiscovered, 
useless  to  their  countr}%  and  probably 
many  great  measures  wdll  hereafter  be 
carried  which  could  not  have  been  carried 
under  any  other  system  than  that  which 
I  am  convinced  will  be  recommended  for 
adoption.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
advantage  of  getting  tliis  amount  of  ability 
and  energy  into  play  is  almost  wholly  over¬ 
looked,  and  but  very  little  conception  is 
as  yet  formed  of  the  spur  that  will  be 
given  to  enterprise  and  energy,  and  all 
that  can  make  men  happier  and  better  off 
by  opening  all  these  places  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  every  single  citizen  of  each 
state  in  the  confederation.  This  w'as  lately 
very  forcibly  impressed  upon  my  mind.  I 
Mull  just  give  an  example  of  Mffiat  I  mean, 
and  Mdiat  I  think,  perhaps,  the  future 
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legislature  will  agree  to.  When  I  went  to 
South  Africa  I  found  that  in  some  of  the 
towns  there  wei'e  considerable  portions  of 
valuable  town  land  which  had  not  been  made 
away  with,  and  anxious  some  forty  years 
ago  to  establish  something  like  the  system 
of  getting  at  the  unearned  increment 
which  we  wish  to  establish  here,  or  at  least 
which  a  great  number  of  people  desire,  by 
vesting  those  lands  which  had  not  been  sold 
in  the  corpoi*ation,  subject  to  trusts  for 
improvements,  for  the  benefit  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  city,  and  subject  also  to 
the  condition  that  they  should  only  be  let 
for  forty  years.  The  result  is  at  the  present 
time  that  I  saw  that  when  Sir  Henry 
Loch  visited  Port  Elizabeth,  one  of  the 
towns  in  which  this  was  done,  the 
people  boasted  that  formerly,  when  I  had 
visited  them  years  before,  I  found  there 
one  of  their  citizens — a  man  of  great  in¬ 
fluence  and  of  great  energy — and  that  I 
got  him  to  act  as  the  person  to  bring 
the  events  about  that  I  desired,  and  that 
the  results  were  almost  incredible.  They 
showed  Sir  Henry  Loch  the  magnificent 
building  in  whicli  they  entertained  him, 
and  they  told  him  that  next  day  they 
would  surprise  and  astonish  him  by  the 
multitude  of  establishments  for  the  benefit 
of  tlie  citizens  which  had  been  created 
throughout  their  entire  district.  I  wdll 
just  put  it  to  hon.  gentlemen  what 
the  effect  of  such  a  tiling  must  be.  Imagine 
for  one  moment  that  the  whole  rental  of 
Sydney  at  the  present  time  was  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  corporation  for  the  use  of  all 
the  citizens  !  Is  it  possible  to  estimate  the 
benefit  that  would  result  under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  ? 
I  firmly  believe  that  if  once  into  the  hands 
of  tlie  great  majority  of  the  people  passes 
the  power  of  electing  their  own  members 
freely,  without  being  fettered  by  any  of 
the  obiigations  of  the  old  times,  there  are 
yet  great  cities  to  arise  in  many  parts  of 
Australasia,  every  one  of  which  will  rise 
[Sir  George  Grey, 


upon  the  plan  I  speak  of,  that  the  lands 
are  disposed  of  simply  upon  lease  and  sub¬ 
ject  to  a  rental,  which  may  be  renewed 
every  forty  years,  or  at  some  lesser  period. 
There  is  no  reason  why  such  a  thing  should 
not  be  done,  injuring  nobody,  but  bless¬ 
ing  countless  thousands  of  people  who  will 
occupy  this  country  in  the  next  century  or 
half  century  of  time.  Unless  the  states 
clearly  have  their  representation  founded 
upon  a  system  which  enables  every  man  to 
give  his  vote— some  people  go  further,  and 
would  give  a  vote  to  females ;  I  will  not 
say  anything  on  that  now,  but  there  is  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  for  the  proposal— but 
I  believe  that  at  once,  after  such  a  number 
of  intellects  are  set  to  work,  at  once  after 
such  anumberof  persons  have  become  inter¬ 
ested  in  political  considerations,  such  a 
great  improvement  as  I  speak  of  will  be 
carried  out,  and  hundreds  of  others  will 
follow,  I  believe  a  time  will  come  when, 
under  such  circumstances,  the  government 
maintaining  the  command  of  their  railways, 
people  wdll  travel  at  an  insignificant  cost 
and  move  their  produce  at  an  insignificant 
cost  to  every  part  of  the  country,  and  that 
many  properties  now  almost  absolutely 
valueless,  on  account  of  the  distance  at 
which  they  lie  from  the  market,  the  owners 
beingunable  to  bring  their  produceon  cheap 
terms  to  the  best  and  greatest  market  in  these 
seas,  perhaps  I  may  call  it — that  is,  either 
Sydney  or  Melbourne — I  think  that,  when 
that  ad  vantage  is  giv^en,  numbers  of  per¬ 
sons  now  in  comparative  poverty  will  be 
enriched  by  the  value  that  will  be  given 
to  their  properties  and  holdings.  I  could 
follow  this  subject  out  into  numerous 
branches  ;  I  could  show  how  the  intellect 
of  a  vast  number  of  people  would  be  inv 
proved  and  enlarged,  from  young  men 
reading,  and  carefully  studying  to  embark 
into  political  life,  and  to  distinguish  them¬ 
selves  at  the  bar  of  their  country  ;  because 
I  believe  the  profession  of  the  law  will  be 
thrown  far  more  open  than  it  is  now,  and 
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that  people  %vill  be  much  more  easily  able 
to  become  practitioners  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  For  example,  we  should  liave 
had  no  Abraham  Lincoln  unless  the  rule 
liad  been  that  an  examination  in  law 
and  in  the  English  language  was  suffi¬ 
cient  to  admit  any  man  to  the  bar;  so 
that  the  splitter  of  shingles  could  carry 
law  books  up  into  the  forest,  study  lav\  , 
come  down,  be  called  to  tlie  bar,  earn 
money  enough  to  go  into  public  life,  and 
then,  as  if  Providence  had  really  almost 
designed  the  thing,  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  great  man  was  required,  forth 
he  stepped,  untrusted  at  first  by  large 
numbers  of  people  ;  so  much  so  that  when 
lie  came  into  New  York  an  enormous 
crow’d  was  assembled,  but  not  one  hat  was 
lifted,  except  very  few,  to  the  president ; 
not  one  voice  cried  “  God  bless  you  ” ; 
there  was  not  one  cheer,  because  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  New  York  were  opposed  to  the 
party  which  he  represented  ;  and  yet, 
when  he  died,  he  was  admitted  to  have 
been  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  tlie  times, 
and  his  death  was  deplored,  not  only  in 
the  United  States,  but  also  in  many  other 
nations.  It  was  only  by  opening  all  these 
offices  to  their  great  men  in  America  that 
such  men  as  Lincoln,  Grant,  Sherman, 
Garfield,  Cleveland,  every  one  of  them, 
were  brought  forward,  and  without  these 
chances  they  never  could  have  attained  to 
the  positions  which  they  occupied.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  we,  in  arriving  at  the 
conclusion  which,  I  am  certain,  will  be 
adopted  of  referring  this  to  a  committee, 
have  ensured  to  the  future  of  Australasia 
a  prosperity  which  it  could  never  other¬ 
wise  have  enjoyed,  and  I  believe  that  if 
this  motion  of  mine  had  unfortunately  been 
ruled  to  be  out  of  order,  if  the  matter  had 
been  stopped,  discontent  would  have  arisen 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  another, 
that  it  would  be  understood  that  the  wron" 
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thing  had  been  done,  that  a  mistake 
had  been  made.  There  would  have  been 


general  regret,  and  the  Constitution  would 
have  been  sent  back  to  be  amended  in  that 
direction  in  which  wo  arc  now  taking  it — 
that  is,  the  Convention  would  again  have 
had  remitted  to  it  what  will  probably  now 
pass.  I  cannot  tell  the  exact  form  in  wliicli 
it  will  pass ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  what¬ 
ever  that  it  will  be  of  great  and  un¬ 
doubted  utility,  and  will  be  received  with 
gratitude.  Last  night  when  I  received 
an  invitation  to  the  banquet  that  is  to  be 
given  to  the  members  of  the  Convention 
when  our  sittings  are  over,  I  actually 
trembled  to  think  that  perhaps  we  shall 
not  deserve  this  festivity,  and  that  we  shall 
have  to  go  back  without  anything  .satis¬ 
factory  being  concluded,  or  any  great 
scheme  sketched  out.  Now,  I  feel  sure 
that  by  giving  and  taking,  by  joining  to¬ 
gether  to  get  the  best  possible  thing  we 
can  we  shall  succeed  in  giving  to  Austral¬ 
asia  a  federation  which  will  be  an  honor 
to  this  Convention  and  a  blessing  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  it  is  in  that 
hope  that  I  move  that  the  resolution  be 
adopted  by  the  Committee. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  think 
that  the  proposal  brought  forward  by  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  George  Grey,  deserves 
much  more  consideration  than  will  be  given 
to  it  if  it  is  put  to  the  vote  at  once.  The 
constitutions  of  the  different  states  in  the 
confederation  may  be  of  very  great  import¬ 
ance  to  the  permanency  of  the  federation. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  of  us  desire  to 
hand  over  to  the  federal  parliament  the 
power  to  interfere  with  the  constitutions  of 
the  different  states  ;  but  at  the  same  time 
tlie  federal  government,  the  confederation 
generally,  is  most  materially  interested  in 
the  constitutions  of  the  states.  As  I  pointed 
out  this  morning,  a  state  might  cease  to 
have  representative  government,  and  might 
no  longer  be  entitled  to  have  a  voice  in 
the  confederation.  I  am  not  sufficiently 
familiar  with  the  details  of  the  consti¬ 
tutions  of  the  different  colonies  at  the 
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present  time  to  remember  precisely  what 
are  the  conditions  under  which  they  may  be 
changed;  but,  so  far  as  I  know,  each  colony 
has  the  power  within  its  constitution  to 
change  that  constitution,  except,  of  course, 
that  they  cannot  clmnge  it  by  throwing  off 
their  allegiance  to  the  Crown ;  and  they 
cannot  get  rid  of  her  Majesty’s  repre¬ 
sentative.  That  would  be  a  revolutionary 
act. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  And  that  bills  are  re¬ 
served  for  her  Majesty’s  assent  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  may  be 
so  in  some  cases,  and  we  know  that  several 
bills  have  been  reserved  in  practice  ;  but 
that  has  been  not  because  the  constitution 
required  them  to  be  reserved,  but  becau.se 
they  contained  provisions  to  which  the 
Governor  was  not  authorised  to  consent. 

Dr.  CocKBURX  :  I  think  it  is  laid  down 
in  the  constitution  acts  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  con¬ 
stitutions  vary  in  that  particular.  I  cer¬ 
tainly  agree  with  those  who  have  said  that 
after  the  establishment  of  a  federal  consti¬ 
tution  in  Australia  there  should  be  no 
necessity  to  refer  to  the  British  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  do  anything  for  Australia,  either 
in  changing  a  constitution  or  in  anything 
else.  I  think  the  constitution  will  be  by 
no  means  an  adequate  one  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  to  be  designed  if  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  refer  to  the  Parliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom  to  do  anything  for  us. 
The  matter  of  changing  the  state  constitu¬ 
tions,  however,  is,  I  think,  only  remotely 
connected  with  the  work  we  have  in  hand. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  our  business  to  insist 
upon  any  particular  method  by  which  those 
constitutions  may  be  changed.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  theory  is— -and  I  believe  that  in  the 
abstract  the  theory  is  right — that  all  consti¬ 
tutions  are  the  act  of  the  individual  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community,  and  that  they  dele¬ 
gate  their  power  to  the  legislature,  and  that 
legislature  can  only  work  within  the  au¬ 
thority  given  to  it.  The  English  theory,  of 
[/Sir  Samuel  Griffith 


course,  is  different.  The  Parliament,  no 
matter  how  it  originated,  is  a  sovereign 
body,  and  can  do  what  it  likes,  and  we  in 
the  Australian  colonies  have  proceeded  up 
to  the  present  time  upon  the  English 
theory.  We  give  to  our  parliaments  their 
legislative  powers,  and  included  amongst 
them  is  the  pow’er  to  change  their  own 
constitutions,  I  do  not  think  we  need  in¬ 
terfere  with  that.  The  federal  constitution 
ought  to  contain  provisions  prohibiting  any 
state  from  changing  its  constitution  under 
its  existing  powers  in  particular  direc¬ 
tions,  in  such  a  direction,  for  instance, 
as  to  make  it  unfit  to  be  a  member  of 
the  commonwealth  of  states.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  framers  of  the  constitution 
ought  to  be  called  upon  to  lay  down  any 
particular  lines  to  be  followed  by  a  state 
desiring  to  change  its  constitution  ;  but 
any  provision  of  that  kind  should  be  of  a 
negative  rather  than  of  a  positive  char¬ 
acter.  I  have  little  doubt  that  before  long 
the  constitutions  of  many  of  these  colonies 
will  be  changed,  and  very  likely  they  will 
be  changed  in  the  direction  indicated,  but 
not  put  into  so  many  words,  by  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  George  Grey,  by  the  American 
system  of  having  a  convention,  elected  by 
the  people  for  that  duty  only,  and  dissolv¬ 
ing  after  it  has  performed  its  duty.  But 
that  is  not  the  question  at  the  present  time. 
The  only  question  before  us  is  whether  an 
instiniction  of  this  kind  should  be  adopted 
now  to  guide  the  committee  which  is  to 
bring  up  resolutions.  I  feel  some  difficulty 
about  adopting  it  in  its  present  form.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  I  am  sure  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  cannot  bring  up  an  adequate  scheme 
without  dealing  with  the  matter  in  some 
way.  It  is  rather  unfortunate  that  we  have 
not  had  the  proposal  in  its  present  form 
before  us  in  print.  It  is  that  provision 
should  be  made  to  enable  the  states  to 
make,  vary,  or  annul  their  constitutions. 
They  have  constitutions  now,  and  they 
have  also  the  power  in  one  way  or  another 
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to  alter  them  ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
general  ruling  direction  which  should  be 
given  is  this :  that  provision  should  be  made 
in  the  federal  constitution  to  enable  the 
federal  parliament  to  exercise  with  respect 
to  Australia  those  powers  with  respect  to 
individual  states  which,  at  tlie  present  time, 
can  be  exercised  only  by  the  British  Parlia¬ 
ment.  That  might  not  cover  all  the  ground, 
but  I  think  it  would  cover  the  ground  so 
far  as  regards  this  point.  It  woidd  be  en¬ 
tirely  inconsistent  with  the  whole  theory 
of  what  we  propose  to  do  if  a  state  of 
Australia,  desiring  to  alter  its  constitu¬ 
tion,  had  to  go  past  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  to  the  British  Parliament  for  the 
ratification  of  that  alteration.  That  must 
be  borne  in  mind.  I  suggest,  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Georjre 
Grey,  whether  the  proposal  is  worth  in¬ 
sisting  on  in  its  present  form.  I  think, 
after  the  discussion  which  has  taken  place 
that  it  must  be  manifest  that  the  members 
of  the  committee,  whoever  they  may  be, 
will  have  to  deal  with  this  subject,  and  I 
think  they  may  be  trusted  to  deal  with  it 
in  an  adequate  manner. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  It  may  have  been 
very  well,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  the 
delegate  who  moved  this  resolution,  to  al¬ 
low  a  certain  amount  of  discussion  ;  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  are  now  brought  face  to 
face  with  the  possibility  of  leaving  only  a 
short  time  within  which  to  complete  our 
labours ;  and  it  seems  to  me,  when  we  have 
such  an  enormous  amount  of  labour  to  com¬ 
plete,  that  the  introduction  of  extmneous 
matter  such  as  this  proposal  seems  to  consist 
of,  means  the  entering  upon  matter  which 
will  delay  the  work  of  the  Convention.  I 
would  remind  hon.  members  that  to-mor¬ 
row  week  will  be  the  day  before  Easter, 
and  it  is  probable  we  may  have  to  complete 
the  whole  of  our  labours  in  the  next  few 
days.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  w^ould  be  far 
better  if  the  hon.  gentleman  would  with¬ 
draw  the  resolution  altogether  after  the 


discussion  which  has  taken  place,  and  let 
us  go  on,  immediately,  with  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  committee. 

Sir  J OHN  BRAY  :  I  presume  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  George  Grey,  will  have  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  withdraw  the  amendment  if  it 
is  understood  that  the  committee  will 
give  their  attention  to  the  point  raised  by 
him  ;  but  I  agree  with  the  hon.  member. 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  that  we  must,  to  .some 
extent,  contemplate  the  possibility  of  the 
alteration  of  the  constitution  acts  of  the 
different  colonies  for  the  purposes  of  federa¬ 
tion,  if  for  nothing  else.  It  has  been  not 
only  hinted  at,  but  deliberately  stated, 
that  there  can  be  no  possible  objection  to 
the  people  of  the  different  colonies  electing 
their  own  lieutenant-governors,  and  if  we 
are  going  to  do  that  there  ought  to  be 
some  provision  to  that  effect  in  the  federal 
constitution  act.  I  do  not  wish  to  press 
the  matter  too  harshly  if  it  is  understood 
that  the  Committee  will  agree  to  the  sug¬ 
gestion.  To  save  time,  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  George  Grey,  if  he  objects 
to  accept  an  amendment  to  strike  out  the 
words  which  he  proposes  to  insert — 
to  make,  vary,  or  annul  their  form  of  constitution, 
with  the  object  of  substituting  the  words  : 
to  make  such  amendments  in  their  constit\ition 
acts  as  may  be  necessaiy^  for  the  purposes  of 
federation. 

If  the  hon.  member,  Sir  George  Grey,  will 
agree  that  provision  should  be  made  to 
enable  the  people  of  each  state  to  make 
such  amendments  in  their  constitution  act 
as  may  be  necessaiy  for  the  purposes  of 
federation,  it  will  be  the  means  of  bringing 
the  matter  immeiliately  under  the  notice 
of  the  committee  which  will  frame  the 
resolutions,  or  w’hatever  they  may  be,  w’itli 
regard  to  the  parliament  or  executive.  The 
matter  will  thus  not  be  overlooked.  I 
think  the  federal  constitution  act  ought 
to  provide — if  w^e  think  that  such  a  pro¬ 
vision  should  be  made — that  each  colony 
sliould  elect  its  own  governor. 
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Mr.  McjNIillax  :  That  is  ia  contraven¬ 
tion  of  our  present  arrangements  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY :  Some  alteration 
must  be  necessary.  It  is  clear  that  the 
governor  of  each  colony  cannot  occupy 
tlie  same  position  under  federation  which 
he  occupies  now.  The  governor-general  will 
have  to  discharge  some  of  the  duties  now 
intrusted  to  tlie  governor,  and  whether  yve 
provide  for  it  or  not,  it  is  clear  that 
some  altemtion  will  have  to  be  made 
which  will  change  the  duties  of  the  lieu¬ 
tenant-governor  of  each  province,  and 
make  them  different  from  what  their  duties 
are  as  governors  of  a  province  *at  the 
present  time.  If  it  is  understood  that  tlie 
committee  will  consider  this  matter,  it 
might  answer  all  the  purposes  required  if 
the  hon.  member  would  withdraw''  the 
motion.  If  he  does  not,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  support  it,  if  some  such  amendment  as 
that  which  I  have  indicated  is  agreed  to, 
by  which  the  federal  constitution  act  will 
only  provide  such  authority  as  may  be 
necessary  to  enable  the  different  colonies 
to  alter  their  constitutions  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  effect  to  the  federation  proposals. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  think  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  George  Grey,  ouglit  to  attach 
weight  to  the  view  w'hich  has  just  been 
presented,  and  to  accept  the  more  general 
form  in  wdiich  the  last  speaker  asks  him  to 
put  the  proposal.  There  are  many  reasons 
for  that ;  but  there  is  one  rea.son  in  par¬ 
ticular.  I  think  the  hon.  member  will  be 
satisfied  if  the  subject  is  considered  by  the 
Committee,  and  is  afterwards  dealt  with 
by  the  Convention.  If  w^e  were  to  adopt 
it  exactly  as  he  proposes  it,  we  should  be 
tied  to  the  particular  means  w’hich  he 
suggests,  namely,  that  the  majority  of 
voters - 

Mr.  Beakin  :  That  has  been  dropped  1 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  Well,  then,  I  think 
that  what  lias  been  proposed  by  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  John  Bray,  embraces  every¬ 
thing  which  Sir  George  Grey  wishes.  It 
[Sir  John  Bray, 


'svill  leave  the  matter  open  for  the  con- 
sideration  of  the  Committee,  and  we  shall 
not  tie  our  hands  in  any  way. 

Mr.  MACDONALD-PATERSON; 

That  is  not  the  point  at  all — that  is  not 
the  object  'we  had  in  view  in  discussiiif^ 
the  matter  before  the  luncheon  hour.  The 
amendment  of  the  constitution  acts  of  the 
different  colonies  is  not  for  the  purposes 
of  federation ;  it  is  for  the  purpose  of 
working  their  own  several  and  distinct 
governments.  Surely  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  John  Bray,  is  under  a  mi.sapprehen- 
sion,  or  I  am  under  a  great  cloud  of  mis¬ 
apprehension  myself. 

Mr.  J.  FORREST  :  I  should  like  to 
point  out  that  we  have  already  agreed  to 
the  1st  resolution  : 

That  the  powers  and  privileges  and  territorial 
rights  of  tlie  several  existing  colonies  shall 
remain  intact. 

Now  it  is  proposed,  it  seems  to  me,  and  for 
the  first  time  during  this  Convention,  that 
the  distinctive  states  shall  be  subordinate 
to  the  central  government.  I  liave  not 
heard,  during  the  debates  wliich  have 
taken  place,  any  mention  of  the  subordi¬ 
nation  of  the  states  to  the  central  govern¬ 
ment,  and  this  proposal  would,  I  think, 
make  them  altogether  subordinate  so  far 
as  their  constitutions  would  be  in  some 
way  dependent  upon  tlie  action  of  the 
dominion  government.  I  notice,  in  the 
Canadian  Constitution,  that  power  was 
given  to  the  municipal  governments  to 
amend  their  constitution.  One  of  the 
powers  reserved  to  the  provinces  was  “the 
amendment  from  time  to  time,  notwith¬ 
standing  anything  in  this  act,  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  provinces,  except  as  regards 
the  office  of  lieutenant-governor.”  That 
was,  no  doubt,  necessary  in  tho  case  of 
the  Canadian  Constitution,  because  all  the 
powers  that  w'ere  not  given  specially  to 
the  province  were  reserved  to  the  central 
government.  But  in  our  case  tlie  opposite 
is  proposed.  We  propose  that  specific 
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powers  shall  be  given  to  the  central  go- 
vernineiit,  and  that  all  the  other  powers 
shall  remain  in  the  states  or  provinces.  In 
most  of  the  colonies  I  believe  power  is 
given  already  to  amend  their  constitu¬ 
tions  in  any  way  which  may  be  desired. 
In  the  colony  I  represent  we  have  power 
to  amend  our  Constitution  in  any  way  we 
like  by  an  absolute  majority,  and  tlie  Go¬ 
vernor  has  power  to  assent  to  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  Constitution,  Avith  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  one  or  two  particulars  in  respect 
to  which  he  has  to  reserve  bills  for  her 
Majesty^s  assent.  Those  particulars  have 
reference  to  the  civil  list  and  to  the  abo¬ 
rigines.  In  all  other  matters  we  can  amend 
our  Constitution  in  any  way  we  choose, 
without  any  reference  to  the  Imperial  Go¬ 
vernment.  As  evidence  of  that,  I  may  men¬ 
tion  that  during  the  last  session — the 
first  session  under  our  Constitution  —  ^ve 
amended  the  Constitution  by  a  simple 
statute  in  the  same  way  as  we  would  any 
other  law. 

Mr.  Kingston"  :  Was  it  not  reserved  ] 

Mr.  J.  FORREST  :  It  was  not  reserved. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  reserving  it. 

O 

There  is  no  objection,  as  far  as  I  can  see, 
to  the  introduction  of  the  resolution  of 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  George  Grey ;  but 
I  cannot  see  that  it  carries  ns  any  further 
than  we  are  at  present.  We  have  the 
power  already,  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  wc 
do  not  wish  to  give  up  the  power,  to 
amend  our  constitutions  in  any  way  we 
clioose.  I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  this 
discussion  should  go  on.  There  seems  to 
be  nothing  very  much  in  the  proposal. 
The  only  point  that  occurs  to  me  is  this  : 
tliat  under  a  federal  form  of  government 
there  might  be  some  difficulty  in  those 
cases  in  which  the  governor  is  directed  to 
reserve  certain  measures  for  her  IVIajesty's 
assent  as  to  whether  he  should  still  do  so, 
or  whether  the  assent  should  be  giv’on  bv 
tlie  governor-general.  There  seems  to  be 
some  point  in  that,  but  it  is  a  detail  which 


I  have  no  doubt  can  be  worked  out.  Other¬ 
wise  I  can  see  nothing  in  the  resolution 
wliich  gives  us  anything  more  than  at  any 
rate  the  colony  I  represent  Jias  already  ; 
that  is,  the  power  to  amend  its  Constitu¬ 
tion  in  any  way  it  chooses. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY :  I  wish  to  answer 
the  last  hon.  member,  who  has  made  a 
very  interesting  speech,  but  who,  I  think, 
has  misunderstood  the  subject  in  part.  In 
point  of  fact,  wdiat  I  am  aiming  at  is  this: 
I  believe  that  in  the  old  constitutions,  and 
in  some  of  the  new  constitutions,  a  machin¬ 
ery  has  been  set  up  which  virtually  takes 
all  liberty  from  the  people,  or  at  any  rate 
takes  a  very  great  amount  of  liberty  from 
the  people.  We  are  told  that  in  Western 
Australia  they  have  the  power  of  altering 
their  own  Constitution.  But  they  can  do 
that  only  with  the  consent  of  a  council 
nominated  for  six  years.  That  is  no  liberty 
at  all  to  the  people.  I  believe  that  in 
this  colony  there  is  a  nominated  upper 
house  and  plural  voting.  There  is,  prob¬ 
ably,  plural  voting  to  a  great  extent  in 
Western  Australia.  It  wdll  take,  perhaps, 
a  term  of  many  years  to  work  off  those 
burdens  which  are  imposed  upon  the  people 
— a  term  of  very  many  years  I  should  think 
— whereas  at  the  moment  when  you  are 
framing  a  new  constitution,  seeing  that  in 
every  federal  constitution  certain  provi¬ 
sions  are  made  for  the  government  of  the 
states,  I  ask  that  a  similar  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  government  of  the  states 
here.  I  deny  that,  as  an  hon.  member 
said,  this  is  any  interference  wnth  state 
constitutions  by  this  body.  That  is  an 
absolute  misunderstanding  of  the  case. 
What  we  propose  is  to  authorise  the  people 
of  the  states,  if  they  are  dissatisfied  with 
their  form  of  government,  to  alter  it.  We 
have  been  entirely  misunderstood  on  that 
subject.  This  Convention  is  not  asked  to 
exercise  the  smallest  interference ;  but 
surely,  at  the  moment  when  you  say  you 
are  about  to  confer  great  benehts  on  all 
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Australasia,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  to 
those  people  who  may  feel  that  they  ai'e 
suffering  under  a  form  of  constitution 
which  is  not  liberal,  and  does  not  give  fair 
play  to  the  intellect  and  the  energies  of  all 
its  inhabitants,  that  if  the  great  majority 
of  the  people  of  the  state  choose  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  their  constitution  and  give 
themselves  a  more  liberal  one,  they  shall 
have  the  power  to  do  so.  I  deny  that 
I  have  proposed  any  interference  at  all, 
or  that  I  have  asked  hon.  members  of  this 
assembly  to  do  anything  which  they  ought 
not  to  do.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  be¬ 
sought  them  not  to  interfere  with  the 
powers  of  the  general  legislature  or  with 
the  powers  of  the  states  in  the  manner  I 
saw  they  were  disposed  to  do,  but  to 
leave  them  absolute  liberty.  I  say  that, 
at  this  time  of  giving  freedom  to  all  Aus¬ 
tralia,  we  should  tell  the  people  of  the 
states  that  if  they  please  to  alter  their 
form  of  state  government  they  may  do  it 
themselves,  without  any  reference  to  the 
British  Parliament — without  any  reference 
to  the  British  Crown  nece.ssarily — but  en¬ 
tirely  of  their  own  free  will  make  such 
alterations  as  they  believe  will  lead  to 
their  happiness.  How  that  can  be  con¬ 
fused  wdth  an  arbitrary  interference  with 
the  states  I  cannot  understand.  I  believe 
the  request  I  have  made  is  for  the  happi¬ 
ness  of  the  whole  of  Australasia,  and  I 
ask  for  no  interference  whatever  with  the 
powers  of  the  states,  or  with  the  powers 
of  the  general  government.  I  say  give 
them  all  power  to  work  out  their  own 
happiness.  Why  we  should  deliberately 
refuse  to  give  so  great  a  boon  to  the  people 
of  this  country,  when  we  are  authorised  by 
our  position  to  give  it,  when  we  have  the 
right  to  give  it,  I  cannot  possibly  under¬ 
stand  ;  and  on  that  point  I  do  not  think  I 
ought  to  give  way.  If  hon,  members  are 
determined  not  to  do  it,  let  them  by  their 
votes  record  that  such  is  the  case.  Let  it  be 
seen  what  our  varied  opinions  are,  and  then 
l^Sir  George  Grey, 


if  it  be  necessary  to  call  another  Conven¬ 
tion  together,  let  the  people  decide  whether 
they  will  send  to  that  Convention  men  who 
are  willing  to  do  this  for  them,  or  whether 

they  choose  to  say  that  we  were  wrong _ to 

discard  us,  and  to  make  provision  without 
entailing  on  themselves  and  their  children 
for  years  tocome  theconstitutions  that  they 
now  have.  Let  any  one  look  at  tlie  diffi¬ 
culty  there  has  been  in  altering  the  House 
of  Peers  at  home — a  body  who  are  anxious 
not  to  offend  the  public  there,  because  they 
would  lose  position  and  credit,  and  possibly 
lose  their  privileges  altogether.  Here,  on 
the  contrary,  the  nominated  houses  have 
no  hereditary  claims  of  that  kind.  Having 
been  selected  by  the  ministry  of  the  day, 
they  cannot,  I  fancy,  come  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  subject  with  that  cool, 
unembarrassed,  totally  unselfish  view  with 
which  they  ought  to  come  to  it.  I  ad¬ 
mit  they  have  conferred  great  benefits  on 
this  country.  I  admit  there  are  amongst 
them  very  estimable  and  good  men ;  but 
I  firmly  believe  that  if  the  people  of  New 
South  W ales  had  had  the  powers  that  they 
may  get  under  the  federal  constitution, 
still  greater  benefits  would  have  been  con¬ 
ferred  on  the  country,  that  it  would  have 
still  further  advanced,  that  there  would 
have  been  greater  openings  for  the  whole 
of  its  population.  I  think  we  ought  not 
to  give  way  on  this  subject  until  it  has 
been  decided  by  the  votes  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  that  they  will  not  do  that  which  we 
ask  them  to  do.  I  feel  very  unwilling  to 
at  all  retreat  from  the  position  I  have 
taken  up,  I  would  far  rather  be  defeated 
and  be  told  that  I  am  wrong,  and  remain 
under  that  defeat  perhaps  some  years — 
very  likely  not  living  to  see  the  change  of 
public  opinion ;  but  I  would  rather  go  down 
to  posterity  with  tlie  fact  recorded  that  I 
have  enunciated  these  views,  and  have  ad¬ 
hered  to  them,  than  give  them  up, 
merely  obtain  quiet  at  the  present  time, 
when  in  my  own  inner  heart  I  should  know 
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that  I  was  sacrificing  tlie  interests  of  all 
Australasui — not  of  one  state  only,  but  of 
every  state — in  not  saying  that  the  people 
of  the  state  if  they  wish  to  change  their 
constitution  should  be  authorised  so  to  do 
by  the  federal  constitution.  Supposing  all 
that  I  ask  were  agreed  to,  what  would  be 
the  result  1  The  federal  constitution  must 
still  go  to  the  people,  and  they  would  not 
assent  to  it  if  they  disapproved  of  what  I 
propose.  They  would  reject  it.  It  would 
not  be  imposed  upon  tliem.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  if  you  do  not  do  this,  and  they 
are  burning  with  anxiety  to  gain  these 
benefits,  you  would  send  them  a  constitu¬ 
tion  under  which  they  could  not  get  them. 
You  say  positively  that  they  shall  not 
have  them.  I  say  that  the  infinitely  pre¬ 
ferable  course  is  to  do  justice  to  every 
one  of  the  states,  and  to  allow  every  one 
the  liberties  which  I  ask  for  on  their  be¬ 
half,  and  which  I  believe  to  be  for  their 
benefit. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Perhaps  I  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  say  that  I  indicated  an  amend¬ 
ment  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  George  Grey.  I  understood 
from  what  he  said  to  me  that  he  virtually 
approved  of  it ;  but  he  did  not  say  any¬ 
thing  about  it  in  his  speech,  and  conse¬ 
quently  it  was  not  put.  I  think  it  will 
be  convenient  to  hon.  members  if  it  is 
put  now  with  the  consent  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion, 

Mr.  Deakin  :  I  and  other  hon.  members 
were  under  the  impression  that  the  amend¬ 
ment  had  been  put.  If  I  had  known  that 
it  had  not  been  put,  I  should  have  claimed 
my  right  to  say  something  on  the  ques¬ 
tion. 

The  Chairman:  If  there  is  no  objec¬ 
tion,  I  shall  adopt  the  course  suggested  by 
the  hon.  member.  Sir  John  Bray.  Of, 
course,  as  hon.  members  know,  it  is  out  of 
order ;  but  we  are  not  pursuing  strictly 
the  rules  of  parliament.  It  is  proposed 
by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray,  to 


amend  the  motion  by  omitting  the  words 

vary  or  annul  its  constitution,”  with  a 
view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
“  such  amend Qients  in  its  constitution  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the 
federation.” 

Amendment  agreed  to  ;  motion,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

Resolved:  That  provision  should  be  made  in  the 
federal  constitution  which  will  enable  each  state 
to  make  such  amendments  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  the  federation. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  I  rise  with  some 
amount  of  diffidence  to  ask  the  Conven¬ 
tion  to  adopt  the  resolution  of  which  I 
have  given  notice.  The  form  in  which  I 
propose  to  move  it,  however,  will  be  slightly 
varied  on  account  of  the  position  it  will 
necessarily  take  upon  the  paper  should  I 
be  fortunate  enough  to  induce  the  Conven¬ 
tion  to  adopt  it.  I  move  : 

That  the  following  stand  as  resolution  4  of  part 
II That  a  system  be  established  for  submitting 
amendments  of  the  constitution  for  the  approval 
of  the  electors  of  the  several  states,  and  for  pre¬ 
scribing  the  necessary  majorities.” 

The  resolution,  in  the  form  in  which  I  gave 
notice  of  it,  provided  fora  reference  to  con¬ 
ventions  ;  but  I  think  it  w’ould  be  better 
if  the  resolution  were  to  go  untrammelled, 
and  without  any  matter  of  detail,  leaving 
to  the  select  committee  to  be  appointed 
to  deal  with  constitutional  questions  the 
arrangement  of  details  for  the  working  of 
the  system.  I  do  not  think  that  in  this 
Convention  the  proposal  to  refer  amend¬ 
ments  of  the  constitution  to  the  direct  vote 
of  the  people  is  one  that  will  require  very 
much  advocacy  on  my  part,  for  I  shall  be 
greatly  mistaken  unless  I  find  that  a  great 
majority  of  the  members  of  this  Convention 
are  in  favour  of  some  such  course  being 
adopted.  I<et  me  shortly  state  a  few  of  the 
reasons  why  I  think  the  resolution  slioukl 
be  adopted.  Any  constitution  we  draw  will 
have  to  be  adopted  by  the  whole  of  the 
people ;  it  will  virtually  be  a  constitution 
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rising  and  coming  from  them,  and  I  tliink 
the  people  will  be  much  more  satisfied  if 
they  find  that  there  is  a  limit  to  the  powers 
they  are  giving  in  the  commission  to  their 
several  legislatures,  and  that  they  them¬ 
selves  must  be  again  consulted  before  any 
change  is  made  in  the  authority  they  give 
to  the  legislatures.  I  think  the  proposal 
will  be  of  a  liighly  popular  character, 
and  that  it  will  tend  to  excite  in  the 
people  of  Australia  great  enthusiasm  in 
favour  of  the  new  constitution,  and  that  I 
think  lion,  members  will  agree  with  me  is 
necessary  to  its  successful  establishment. 
I  think  also  that  while  we  may  find  indi¬ 
viduals  having  objections  to  particular 
clauses  of  the  bill,  a  great  many  of  these 
will  have  their  objections  obviated  and 
removed  if  they  find  that  this  valuable 
protection  is  given  to  them  against  un¬ 
necessary  or  hasty  changes.  This  is  a  pro¬ 
vision  which  in  some  form  or  other  exists 
in  the  two  principal  federations  of  the 
world  at  the  present  moment.  I  content 
myself  with  these  few  remarks,  knowing 
that  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  long  speeches  are  out  of  place. 
I  trust  that  the  proposal  will  meet  with 
hearty  support,  and  that  it  will,  at  any  rate, 
receive  the  careful  consideration,  should  it 
be  referred  to  them,  of  the  select  committee 
it  is  proposed  to  appoint. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  If  the  resolution  of 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Thynne,  is  intended 
as  a  mere  instruction  to  the  committee 
that  this  matter  shall  receive  consideration, 
I  shall  support  it ;  but  if  it  be  an  absolute 
committal  of  the  Convention  to  the  system 
of  referendum,  or  some  such  system,  I  can¬ 
not  support  it  without  further  considera¬ 
tion.  If  it  be  merely  an  instruction  to 
the  committee,  then  I  think  no  harm  will 
be  done  in  passing  it. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  As  I  understand 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  member,  he  wishes 
to  lay  down  the  principle  that  a  constitu¬ 
tion  cannot  be  amended  without  the  several 
[J/r.  Thynne, 


states  of  the  federal  parliament  being  con* 
suited — that  the  federal  parliament  itself 
shall  not  have  sufficient  power  to  amend  a 
constitution  without  the  citizens  of  the 
various  states  being  consulted  in  some  way 
or  other.  I  understand  that  to  be  the 
principle  the  hon.  member  wishes  to  lay 
down  ;  and  I  think  it  w^ould  be  \vell  to 
embody  it  in  these  resolutions  merely  fore¬ 
shadowing  what  is  meant  in  a  vague  way. 
The  principle  sought  to  be  affirmed  is, 
briefly,  that  the  citizens  of  the  various 
states  shall  be  in  some  way  consulted 
before  an  amendment  is  made  in  the  con¬ 
stitution. 

i\[r.  WRIXON  ;  I  do  not  attach  too 
much  w^eight  to  these  resolutions,  because  I 
apprehend  that  the  committee  wdll  consider 
them,  and  that  they  will  afterwards  come 
up  for  determination  by  the  Convention. 
But  if  this  resolution  were  carried  as  it  now 
stands, it  \vould  amount  to  an  express  direc¬ 
tion  that  the  electors  should  determine 
upon  any  change  of  constitution.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  hon.  member  intends 
that  or  not ;  but  if  that  be  not  intended, 

I  submit  to  the  hon.  member  that  if  he 
omits  the  words  ‘‘  by  the  electors,'^  it  Avill 
be  merely  a  species  of  direction  to  the 
committee.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would 
be  a  serious  matter  for  us  to  vote  now  that 
any  change  made  in  any  of  the  constitu¬ 
tions  of  the  states  must  be  sanctioned  by 
the  electors,  because  it  will  then  be  simply 
a  question  of  whether  it  shall  be  sanctioned 
by  direct  referendum  or  by  convention. 
If  we  do  not  mean  that,  the  words  to  which 
I  refer  should  be  struck  out. 

Captain  RUSSELL :  1  think  it  is  a  great 
pity  that  in  these  resolutions  there  is  not 
a  little  more  precision.  I  confess  that  with 
regard  to  this  and  the  preceding  resolution, 

I  am  very  much  in  the  dark  as  to  what 
they  really  mean.  But,  taking  the  resolu¬ 
tion  in  the  particular  form  in  which  the  hon. 
member  proposes  to  move  it,  it  amounts  to 
this :  that  the  people  of  the  various  pro- 
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Vinces  may  at  any  time  by  universal  will, 
without  any  restraint  whatever,  say  that 
the  constitution  sliall  be  altered. 

Mr.  Thynne  :  No  ! 

Captain  RUSSELL:  Then  it  is  a  great 
pity  that  there  is  not  a  little  more  preci¬ 
sion  in  the  wording  of  the  resolution.  That 
is  undoubtedly  the  way  in  which  I  read  it, 
and  I  should  be  very  loath  to  give  affir¬ 
mation  to  such  a  principle.  I  believe  it 
would  be  pernicious  to  the  last  degree. 
The  resolution  ought  to  be  framed  with 
sufficient  di.stinctness  to  enable  us  all  to 
clearly  understand  its  meaning.  I  contend 
that  as  this  resolution  is  now  worded, 
there  is  nothing  to  prev'ent  the  absolute 
will  of  the  people,  which  may  be  swayed 
by  a  sudden  gust  of  passion,  from  alter¬ 
ing  a  constitution  which  may  have  been 
framed  with  great  care.  These  changes 
may  be  effected  so  indefinitely  and  per¬ 
petually,  that  practically  there  will  be  no 
constitution  whatever.  We  must  be  care¬ 
ful  to  guard  against  that.  If  there  be 
any  such  intention  as  that  I  now  indicate 
underlying  this  resolution,  I  certainly 
shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  TIIYNNE  :  I  intended  that  no 
amendment  of  the  constitution  should  be 
carried  into  operation  unless  approved  of 
by  the  people.  I  am  prepared  to  leave 
the  question  open  to  the  committee  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Gordon,  that  is,  as  there  is  a  general 
idea  that  some  scheme  of  the  kind  is 
necessary,  we  recommend  the  matter  to 
the  careful  consideration  of  the  committee. 

]Mr.  PLAY  FORD  :  Do  I  undei'stand 
that  the  hon.  member  withdraws  it  ? 

Mr.  Tiiynne  :  No  ! 

Mr.  PLAY  FORD  :  Then  we  ought  to 
consider  what  we  are  about.  This  pro¬ 
poses  that  the  people  alone  should  have  a 
voice  in  the  alteration  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion.  We  must  remember  that  we  are 
divided  into  states,  and  surely  the  states 
should  have  a  voice  in  the  matter.  In  the 


American  Constitution,  when  the  Congress 
and  Senate  pass  an  alteration  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  it  has  to  be  referred  to  the  people 
and  the  states,  and  a  majority  of  both  must 
be  obtained.  If  that  will  be  done  in  this 
case,  well  and  good  ;  but  we  must  remem¬ 
ber  that  the  draftsman  will  be  bound  to 
make  provision  in  the  bill  for  an  alteration 
of  the  constitution,  and  we  can  then  discuss 
the  question. 

Dr.  CocKBURN :  They  omitted  to  make 
such  a  provision  in  the  Canadian  act  ! 

Mr.  PLAY^FORD  :  They  made  a  mis¬ 
take  there  ;  but  we  are  not  likely  to  do  so. 
I  think  it  would  be  better  to  withdraw  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Having  expressed  my¬ 
self  at  considerable  length  on  this  ques¬ 
tion  at  the  conference  last  year,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  necessary  or  desirable  at  this 
stage  to  repeat  the  arguments,  which  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  unanswerable,  in  favour  of  this 
coui'se.  What  the  hon.  member  propose^f 
is  not  that  the  pow’er  of  altering  the  con¬ 
stitution  should  be  vested  in  the  electors, 
to  be  exercised  by  them  at  any  time,  but 
simply  that  there  should  be  no  power* 
of  altering  the  constitution  without  the 
express  and  explicit  consent  of  the  people* 
of  the  various  states.  That  is  what  the- 
hon.  member  says,  and  I  think  we  will  all 
say  the  same  ;  we  might  even  go  further, 
and  require  that  the  federal  constitution 
shall  not  only  be  submitted  to  the  legis¬ 
latures,  but,  if  possible,  shall  be  submitted 
directly  to  the  people  of  the  several  states. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am  very 
much  of  the  same  opinion  as  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  in  what  he  hao- 
just  said,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  wo' 
ought,  without  further  discussion,  to  lay 
down  this  proposition  as  a  rule  which  the 
committee  must  follow,  and  prepare  a  bill 
on  these  linea  I  think,  with  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Playford,  that  this  matter  has  not 
been  sufficiently  discussed  or  considered  by 
the  Convention  to  justify  us  in  giving 
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such  an  instruction  to  the  committee.  It 
is  very  likely  that  the  committee  will  follow 
this  line.  Everything  else  before  us  has 
been  thoroughly  discussed ;  we  know  ex¬ 
actly  what  we  have  done.  We  have  laid 
down  certain  lines  to  be  followed  by  the 
committee  ;  but  this  important  question 
has  not  been  sufficiently  considered.  I 
suggest  to  the  hon.  member  that  he  should 
not  press  the  resolution. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  have  been 
taking  an  active  part  in  advocating  what 
are  called  state  rights,  and  we  came  to  the 
conclusion  to  send  that  question  generally 
to  a  committee  without  binding  their  hands 
too  much.  It  seems  to  be  rather  a  pity 
to  pass  this  resolution,  seeing  the  course 
which  we  have  already  adopted.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  hon.  member,  that  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  something  like  what  he  proposes 
will  have  to  be  done.  State  rights  will  cer¬ 
tainly  have  to  be  conserved,  and,  above 
all,  that  right  which  goes  to  the  root  of 
all  things — that  is,  the  powder  of  altering 
the  constitution.  But  supposing  that  some 
other  mode  occurs  to  the  committee,  and 
they  wish  to  recommend  the  Convention 
to  adopt  that  mode,  it  will  be  a  pity  if 
we  have  to  begin  our  labours  when  we  re¬ 
assemble  by  rescinding  a  previous  resolu¬ 
tion.  I  agree  with  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
that  as  we  have  left  the  matters  generally 
to  the  committee,  without  any  specific 
directions,  we  .should  leave  this  as  one  of 
the  subjects  with  which  tliey  must  deal. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  My  difficulty  is  in  in¬ 
terpreting  this  resolution.  It  appears  that 
the  question  of  the  alteration  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  is  to  be  left  to  a  body  of  men 
chosen  by  the  electors. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  No.  Those  words  are 
struck  out ! 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  There  is  no  mention 
of  the  word  Convention  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES :  I  am  afi’aid  that  will 
not  get  over  the  difficulty.  Who  is  to 
submit  the  question  for  the  approval  of  the 
[Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 


electoi's  of  the  several  states  1  It  should  be 
by  some  recognised  body — the  parliament ! 

Mr.  Tiiynne  :  The  parliament,  of  course  j 

Mr.  GILLIES :  Everything  is  of  course  ; 
but  this  motion  does  not  say  so.  How 
are  the  pi*oposals  to  be  submitted  ?  Are 
they  to  be  submitted  in  detail  for  the 
electors  of  the  various  states  to  vote  on 
them?  Very  likely  there  will  be  a  whole 
series  of  proposals,  and  the  electors  would 
not  be  in  a  position  to  say  “  yes  ’’  or  “no” 
to  each  proposal.  It  would  be  impossible. 
We  have  heard  of  the  referendum;  but 
that  would  be  a  question  distinctly  sub¬ 
mitted  upon  which  the  people  could  say 
“  yes  ”  or  “  no  ”  ;  but  if  we  are  to  have  a 
whole  series  of  alterations  in  the  constitu¬ 
tion  in  a  number  of  important  particulars, 
how  could  they  be  submitted  separately  to 
the  people  in  such  a  way  that  they  could 
say  “yes”  or  “no”  to  them  ?  The  proposal 
is  full  of  trouble  and  difficulty.  I  can  un¬ 
derstand  that  gentlemen  who  have  thought 
over  this  matter  believe  that  there  is  no 
trouble  in  the  way,  but  I  contend  that  it 
w^ould  be  impossible  to  carry  out  the  pro¬ 
posal  here  made.  I  can  understand  that 
we  sliould  provide  in  our  constitution  that 
important  alterations  in  it  should  only 
take  place  by  the  electors  determining  to 
appoint  certain  persons  who  are  to  con¬ 
sider  the  various  questions,  and  whose  de¬ 
cision  might  afterwards  be  referred  to  some 
other  body.  It  wull  be  impracticable  how¬ 
ever,  to  carry  out  this  proposal  to  refer  the 
whole  general  question  to  the  electors.  I 
hope  that,  instead  of  passing  this  resolu¬ 
tion,  we  shall  leave  the  question  open  to 
be  discussed  by  the  select  committee  we  are 
about  to  appoint,  without  tying  their  hands 
in  this  way.  The  committee  will  then  be 
able  to  submit  proposals  which  will  meet 
generally  the  views  of  hon.  mem  bet’s. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  In  view  of  the  expres¬ 
sions  of  opinion  from  .several  2)rominent 
members  of  the  Convention,  and  feeling 
assured  that  this  question  will  receive  full 
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attention,  I  am  quite  willing  to  witlidraw 
the  resolution  after  the  satisfactory  discus- 
eion  which  it  has  evoked. 

Resolution,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CLARK  rose  to  move  : 

The  judicial  power  of  the  federation  shall  be 
vested  in  one  supreme  court,  and  such  inferior 
courts  as  the  federal  parliament  shall  from  time 
to  time  establish  ;  and  the  federal  supreme  court 
shall  have  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine 
appeals  from  all  final  judgments,  decrees,  and 
orders  of  the  highest  court  of  resort  in  eacli  of 
the  colonies  ;  and  the  judgment  of  the  federal 
supreme  court  shall  in  all  cases  in  which  im¬ 
perial  interests  or  the  construction  of  an  act  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament  affecting  the  rights  or 
property  of  persons  resident  in  all  parts  of  the 
empire  are  not  involved,  be  final  and  conclusive. 

He  said :  When  I  addressed  the  Commit¬ 
tee  this  morning  on  the  subject  of  the 
judiciary,  I  said  that  if  it  were  understood 
that  the  whole  question  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  federal  judiciary  was  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  a  committee  who  should  have  a 
free  hand  to  bring  up  any  proposal  they 
thought  best,  I  would  not  press  my  resolu¬ 
tion,  but  would  leave  the  matter  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  committee.  But  I  wish 
it  to  be  distinctly  agreed  that  I  withdraw 
iny  resolution  on  that  understanding,  be¬ 
cause  the  resolution  as  it  stands  provides 
for  a  court  of  appeal  only,  and  I  want  much 
more  than  that.  I  want  a  whole  system 
of  federal  judiciary,  and  if  it  is  understood 
that  the  committee  will  deal  with  that  ques¬ 
tion,  and  make  such  recommendations  as 
they  think  fit  on  the  subject,  I  will  leave 
the  resolution  as  it  stands,  and  withdraw 
my  amendment. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Before  the  hon.  member 
withdraws  his  resolution,  I  should  like  to 
suggest - 

The  Chairman  :  Perhaps  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tlemen  had  better  move  his  resolution,  so 
that  I  can  state  the  question,  and  thus 
enable  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  to 
address  the  Committee  on  the  subject. 

Question  proposed. 


Jcesolutions. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  The  subject  appears  to 
me  to  be  one  of  so  much  importance  as  to 
merit,  not  reference  to  a  general  com¬ 
mittee,  but  tlie  appointment  of  a  separate 
committee  for  its  special  consideration ; 
and  I  would  suggest  that  when  the  hon. 
member,  !Mr. .  Suttor,  moves  for  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  two  committees  already 
indicated,  one  of  which  is  to  deal  with 
finance,  taxation,  and  trade,  and  the  other 
with  the  questions  of  constitutional  ma¬ 
chinery  and  the  distribution  of  powers 
and  functions,  he  should  at  the  same  time 
move  the  appointment  of  a  third  com¬ 
mittee,  which  might  consi.st  of  the  attor- 
and  other  legal  members  of 
the  Convention,  which  should  specially 
consider  this  most  important  question.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  of  such  magnitude 
as  to  deserve  a  special  legal  committee  for 
its  consideration,  instead  of  being  dealt 
with  merely  as  one  question  among  many 
refeired  to  two  committees  which  have 
not  this  subject  .sj>ecially  mentioned  in  the 
reference  proposed  to  be  made  to  them. 
Resolution,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Resolutions  reported  and  agreed  to 
as  follows  : — 

That  in  order  to  establish  and  secure  an  en¬ 
during  foundation  for  the  structure  of  a  federal 
government,  the  principles  embodied  in  the  re¬ 
solutions  following  be  agreed  to  : — 

(1.)  That  the  powers  and  privileges  and  ten*i- 
torial  rights  of  the  several  existing  colonies 
shall  remain  intact,  except  in  respect  to 
such  surrenders  as  may  be  agreed  upon  as 
necessary  and  incidental  to  the  power  and 
authority  of  the  National  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment. 

(2.)  No  new  state  shall  be  formed  by  separation 
from  another  state,  nor  shall  any  state  be 
formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  states 
or  parts  of  states,  without  the  consent  of 
the  legislatures  of  the  statos  concerned,  as 
well  as  of  the  federal  parliament. 

(3.)  That  the  trade  and  intercourse  between 
the  federated  colonies,  w’hcther  by  means 
of  land  carriage  or  coastal  navigation,  shall 
be  absolutely  free. 
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(4.)  That  the  power  and  authority  to  impose 
customs  duties  and  duties  of  excise  upon 
goods  the  subject  of  customs  duties  and  to 
offer  bounties  shall  be  exclusively  lodged 
in  the  federal  government  and  parliament, 
subject  to  such  disposal  of  the  revenues 
thence  derived  as  shall  be  agreed  upon. 

(5.)  That  the  military  and  naval  defence  of 
Australia  shall  be  intrusted  to  federal 
forces,  under  one  command. 

(6.)  That  provision  should  be  made  in  the 
Federal  Constitution  which  will  enable 
each  state  to  make  such  amendments  in  its 
constitution  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  the  federation. 

Subject  to  these  and  other  necessary  con¬ 
ditions,  this  Convention  approves  of  the 
framing  of  a  federal  constitution  which  shall 
establish, — 

(1.)  A  parliament,  to  consist  of  a  senate  and  a 
house  of  representatives,  the  former  consist¬ 
ing  of  an  ccpial  number  of  members  from 
each  colony,  to  be  elected  by  a  system 
which  shall  provide  for  the  periodical  re¬ 
tirement  of  one-third  of  the  members,  so 
securing  to  the  body  itself  a  perpetual  ex¬ 
istence  combined  with  definite  responsibility 
to  the  electors,  the  latter  to  be  elected  by 
districts  formed  on  a  population  basis,  and 
to  possess  the  sole  power  of  onginating  all 
bills  appropriating  revenue  or  imposing 
taxation. 

(2  )  A  judiciary,  consisting  of  a  federal  supreme 
court,  which  shall  constitute  a  high  court 
of  appeal  for  Australia. 

(3.)  All  executive,  consisting  of  a  governor- 
general,  and  such  persons  as  may  from  time 
to  time  be  appointed  as  his  advisers. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SUTTOR  rose  to  move  : 

(1.)  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  deal 
the  finance,  taxation,  and  trade  regulations, 
W’ith  power  to  report  its  conclusions  as  soon  as 
jiracticable  to  this  Convention. 

(2.)  That  each  colony  choose  its  own  memlier 
for  such  committee — one  mcmlier  from  each 
colony. 

He  said  :  Understanding  that  it  is  tlie 
wish  of  the  Convention  that  the  various 
matters  embodied  in  the  resolutions  which 
have  been  passed  should  ]je  dealt  witli  by 
committees,  I  have  placed  this  and  the 


following  resolution  on  the  paper  in  order 
that  the  different  matters  may  be  so  dealt 
with.  I  think  both  resolutions  might  be 
taken  as  matters  of  form,  seeing  that  the 
Convention  is  unanimous  in  the  object  de¬ 
sired.  I  understand  that  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Barton,  intends  to  move  an  amend- 
ment  with  the  view'  of  giving  more  com¬ 
plete  pow'ers  to  the  committees. 

Mr.  ABBOTT  :  I  second  the  resolution, 
but  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  I  think 
the  names  of  the  committee  should  be  men¬ 
tioned,  so  that  there  might  be  a  record  in 
the  Convention  as  to  who  the  committee 
were. 

Question  proposed. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  It  struck  me  in  reading: 
the  re.solution  wliich  has  been  moved  by 
the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Suitor,  that  perhaps 
it  was  not  sujSicientl y  specific  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  and  I  thought  it  just  as  well  to  sketch 
out  some  resolutions  which  might  more 
expressly  define  what  the  object  and  work 
of  these  committees  is  to  be,  and  which 
might  be  adopted  as  an  amendment  upon 
the  resolutions,  though  some  hon.  members 
will,  perhaps,  be  able  to  suggest  something 
more  definite.  It  seems  to  me  that  two 
committees,  as  suggested  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  will  be  necessary,  though  I  have  heard 
some  hon.  inembei's  say  that  four  commit¬ 
tees  will  be  required,  but  I  think  that  it 
will  not  be  a  wise  thing  to  multiply  the 
number  of  committees.  It  would  be  a  good 
tiling  that  a  committee  should  be  ap¬ 
pointed  which  w'ill  have  the  sfiecial  work 
of  drafting  a  bill,  and  it  would  also  he  a 
good  thing,  though  perhaps  it  is  not  neces¬ 
sary  to  specifically  provide  for  it,  if  each 
delegation  in  sending  its  quota  of  mem¬ 
bers  to  that  committee  sent  some  member 
to  be  eligible  a.s  a  member  of  a  sub-com- 
mitteo,  or  in  the  main  committee,  to  be 
able  to  take  part  in  the  drafting  of  tbc 
bill.  But  I  think  we  have  enough  ground¬ 
work  laid  down  in  tlie  resolutions  which 
have  been  passed  for  any  committee  which 
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takes  into  consideration  the  wliole  drift  of 
tlie  debate,  and  tlie  general  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed,  to  be  in  a  position  to  draft  a  bill 
with  which  we  could  deal  witliout  any 
intermediate  resolutions  ;  that  is,  w’e  might 
take  the  suggestions  which  they  will  make 
in  the  form  most  familiar  to  lawyers,  that 
of  a  bill,  in  which,  if  the  committee  are  good 
draftsmen,  they  will  be  quite  as  intelligible 
as  any  resolutions  would  bo.  Then  it  ap¬ 
peared  right  that  some  committee  should 
be  appointed  upon  matters  involved  in  the 
resolutions  affecting  trade  and  intercoui'se, 
customs  and  excise  duties,  and  I  thought 
with  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Suttor,  that  a 
committee  consisting  of  one  member  from 
each  delegation,  would  be  sufficient  to  deal 
with  these  matters  for  the  purpose  of  col¬ 
lecting  all  necessary  information,  and  of 
coming  to  a  conclusion  as  to  what  provi¬ 
sions  would  be  necessary  in  the  bill  to 
cover  the  ground  of  the  resolutions,  and 
all  subsidiary  matters.  They  might  place 
their  conclusions  in  the  hands  of  the  larger 
committee,  from  which  a  drafting  com¬ 
mittee  might  be  selected.  For  these  rea¬ 
sons,  I  drew  up  the  following  resolu¬ 
tions  : — 

(1.)  That  the  resolutions  reported  to  this  Con¬ 
vention  by  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  referred 
to  two  committees,  the  one  for  consideration  of 
constitutional  machinery  and  the  distribution  of 
functions  and  powers,  the  other  for  considera¬ 
tion  of  provisions  relating  to  finance,  taxation, 
and  trade  regulation  ;  the  first-named  comm  ittee 
to  consist  of  two  members  from  each  of  the  several 
delegations,  the  last-named  committee  to  consist 
of  one  meml)er  from  each.  Tlie  members  to  be 
chosen  by  the  several  delegations. 

(2.)  That  the  last-named  committee  be  in¬ 
structed  to  specially  consider  resolutions  Nos. 
3  and  4,  on  trade  and  intercourse  and  on  cus¬ 
toms  taxation,  w  ith  a  view  to  their  l>eing  carried 
into  effect  upon  lines  just  to  the  several  colonies, 
and  that  it  be  a  further  instruction  to  the  said 
committee  to  lay  its  conclusions  before  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  constitutional  machinery,  functions, 
and  powers. 

(3. )  That  upon  tlie  result  of  the  deliberation 
of  the  said  committees  the  committee  on  con¬ 
stitutional  machinery,  functions,  and  powers. 


do  prepare  and  submit  to  this  Conv’cntion  a  bill 
for  the  e8tiibli.shment  of  a  federal  constitution, 
such  ])ill  to  be  prepared  as  speedily  as  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  careful  consideration. 

In  submitting  these  resolutions,  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  it  has  been  suggested  that 
a  committee  upon  the  question  of  judiciary 
should  be  appointed.  That  committee  has 
suggested  itself  to  several  very  experi¬ 
enced  and  able  members  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  ;  but  the  committee  upon  the  constitu¬ 
tional  machinery,  functions,  and  powers 
will  no  doubt,  since  they  will  have  the 
preparation  of  the  bill  in  hand,  include 
sufficient  members  of  the  legal  profession 
to  be  able  to  throw  all  the  conclusions  on 
constitutional  machinery,  including  the 
judiciary,  into  proper  fonn.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  be  encumbering  the  matter 
to  appoint  more  than  two  committees. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Three  I 

Mr.  Playfort)  :  The  hon.  member  had 
better  have  a  committee  upon  the  judi¬ 
ciary,  and  let  them  draft  the  bill  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  should  like  to  hear 
w  hat  is  to  be  said  about  that ;  but  if  a 
committee  is  appointed  upon  the  judiciary, 
I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not  be  appointed 
as  a  sub  committee  of  the  large  committee 
on  constitutional  machinery ;  and  if  it 
were  an  understood  thing  that  that  large 
committee  should  appoint  a  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  we  might  have  a  com¬ 
mittee  consisting  of  treasurers  and  ex- 
treasurei-s  to  deal  with  the  questions  of 
finance  and  taxation,  who  would  get  all 
necessary  information,  and  frame  what 
might  seem  to  them  the  necessary  resolu¬ 
tions,  and  these  they  could  place  before  the 
large  committee.  Upon  the  reports  of 
these  committees  a  bill  might  be  prepared, 
which,  I  think,  might  be  dealt  with  with¬ 
out  the  preliminary  discussion  of  any  re¬ 
solutions,  and  we  should  then  have  the 
lions  of  federation  in  so  narrow'  a  path 
that  w'e  should  be  able  to  concentrate  our 
energies  upon  their  destruction. 
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Mr.  PLAYFORD :  I  raise  no  ol>jectioiis 
to  these  resolutions ;  but  I  would  suggest 
that  another  committee  be  appointed  to 
deal  with  the  subject  of  the  judiciary. 

Sir  JOHN  DO\YNER:  I  also  think 
that  the  constitutional  committee  will  have 
plenty  to  do,  and  that  it  would  be  a  great 
assistance  to  them  if  they  had  another  com¬ 
mittee  to  help  them  on  this  question  of 
the  judiciary. 

The  President  :  I  understand  that  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Suttor,  is  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Barton,  in  lieu  of  his  own  resolutions  ? 

Mr.  Suttor  :  Certainly. 

Tlie  President  :  I  shall  then  submit  the 
amendment  as  the  resolution. 

Question  proposed. 

ColonelSMITH :  Whilst  concurring  with 
the  proposals  generally,  I  should  have  been 
glad  if  there  had  been  more  committees. 
Both  the  proposers  of  the  resolutions,  the 
hon.  members,  ^Ir.  Barton  and  Mr.  Suttor, 
agree  to  the  appointment  of  two  commit¬ 
tees,  which  simply  absorb  twenty-one  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Convention  out  of  forty-five.  I 
think  we  should  give  the  remaining  twenty- 
four  something  to  do.  The  object,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  to  appoint  upon  commit¬ 
tees  those  who  are  best  likely  to  under¬ 
stand  the  subjects  with  which  they  have 
to  deal.  I  find  that  twenty-four  members 
of  the  Convention,  I  do  not  know  for 
what  length  of  time,  wdll  absolutely  have 
nothing  to  do,  whihst  the  other  twenty- 
one  will  be  sitting  on  committees,  and 
deciding  the  questions  wdiich  are  brought 
before  them.  I  have  thought  it  would 
have  been  wiser  if  we  had  divided  the 
whole  body  into  committees  to  consider 
the  various  branches  of  the  subject  which 
have  to  be  dealt  with,  and  if  their  vari¬ 
ous  reports  could  be  submitted  to  the 
Convention.  How  long  are  these  twenty- 
one  members  appointed  upon  committees, 
fourteen  upon  one,  and  seven  upon  the 
other,  to  be  occupied  in  their  delibera¬ 


tion  ?  I  venture  to  say  that  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  one  of  these  questions  will  occupy 
a  very  considerable  time.  Are  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  who  are  not  included  upon  those  com¬ 
mittees  to  w’ait  whilst  the  reports  are 
being  drawn  up,  and  wdiilst  questions,  the 
consideration  of  wdiich  may  occupy  several 
days,  are  being  determined  1  I  think  it 
would  have  been  wdser  to  have  divided  the 
Convention  into  more  committees.  T  in¬ 
tended  to  have  brought  forward  a  proposal 
with  regard  to  finance  ;  but  as  I  find  the 
unanimity  of  the  Convention  is  so  thorough 
on  the  subject,  I  do  not  think  it  is  neces¬ 
sary.  It  w^as  my  intention  to  propose 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  deal 
wdth  that  subject.  We  have  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  finance,  taxation,  and  trade  regu¬ 
lations  to  be  dealt  with  by  one  committee. 

I  do  not  know  w’ho  the  gentlemen  are  who 
are  prepared  to  deal  with  those  three  sub¬ 
jects  ;  but  I  think  it  would  have  been 
wiser  if  we  could  have  separated  them,  if 
wre  could  have  classed  finance  and  taxation 
together,  and  divided  the  remaining  sub¬ 
jects  amongst  other  committees.  For  in¬ 
stance,  I  submit,  wdth  all  due  deference,, 
that  the  question  of  drawing  up  a  consti¬ 
tution  ought  to  be  settled  in  Committee  ; 
that  the  question  of  the  Privy  Council, 
w^hicli  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Downer, 
ventured  to  solve,  ought  to  be  a  separate 
subject  dealt  with,  wholly  and  solely,  by 
members  distinguished  in  the  particular 
profession  which  has  to  deal  with  it. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  ! 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  thought  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  have  been  one  of  the 
first,  knowing  so  much  about  the  subject, 
and  being  connected  with  a  distinguished 
profession,  to  agree  to  a  proposal  of  that 
description. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  think  we  want 
the  assistance  of  laymen  ! 

Colonel  SMITH  :  1  am  sure,  so  far  as 
this  Convention  is  concerned,  that  we  shall 
be  satisfied  if  the  whole  body  is  divided 
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into  committees,  of  which  the  President 
and  Vice-President  should  be  ex  officio 
members,  so  that  we  might  have  tlie  bene¬ 
fit  of  their  advice  upon  the  whole  of  them. 
I  certainly  hope  that  over  one- half  of  the 
members  of  the  Convention  will  not  be 
left  to  look  on  or  idle  about  when  they 
might,  in  some  way,  assist  to  bring  up 
reports  on  various  subjects.  I  have  no 
desire  to  press  the  matter  unduly,  but  it 
appears  to  me  that  two  committees  of 
twenty-one  members  out  of  forty-five  are 
altogether  insufficient.  I  have  no  desire 
to  move  an  amendment ;  1  only  throw'  out 
the  suggestion  because  I  think  that  the 
duties  ought  to  be  divided  amongst  more 
committees.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be 
a  wise  thing  if  every  member  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  was  appointed  upon  a  committee 
of  some  sort  or  other.  We  desire  to  get 
through  the  work, and  to  have  done  with  it ; 
but  if  you  give  one  or  tw^o  committees  too 
much  to  do  they  will  have  various  difiSicul- 
ties  to  contend  with.  If  the  Convention  is 
not  divided  into  committees  we  shall  have 
those  members  not  included  in  the  commit¬ 
tees  engaged  in  criticising  the  work  done, 
and  that  w'ill  lead  to  long  debates.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  the  various  subjects  are  decided  and 
dealt  with  by  different  committees,  our 
proceedings  will  be  considerably  shortened. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  understand  the  hon. 
member  from  Tasmania,  Mr.  Clark,  intends 
to  move  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Yes  1 

Mr.  DEAKIX :  If  the  hon.  member  is 
prepared  with  an  amendment  with  I'efer- 
enceto  the  judiciary  committee,  I  will  leave 
him  to  propose  it,  and  to  urge  anything 
that  may  be  necessary  on  its  behalf.  I 
would  point  out,  however,  that  we  have  in 
this  Convention  a  considerable  number  of 
gentlemen  versed  in  the  law,  and  it  is  quite 
possible  that  their  services  on  the  judiciary 
committee  would  be  of  material  service 
not  only  in  settling  the  questions  connected 
■with  the  judiciary,  but  also  in  aiding  the 


general  committee  on  the  constitutional 
machinery  in  drafting  the  bill  which, 
under  the  resolution,  they  are  asked  to 
bring  up.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  lion, 
member,  Mr.  Barton,  will  see  his  way  to 
accept  the  amendment  which  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Clark,  is  about  to  propose, 
giving  us  a  third  committee  dealing  with 
that  most  important  branch  of  the  future 
federal  government  which  will  come  under 
the  control  of  its  judiciary. 

Sii'  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  Before  the 
proposal  is  formally  made  with  regard  to 
the  judiciary  committee,  I  wish  to  offer  my 
opinion  on  the  subject.  I  do  not  concur 
in  what  has  been  said  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Colonel  Smith,  to  the  effect  that  the 
matter  ought  to  be  left  entirely  to  lawyers. 
In  my  opinion  the  right  of  appeal  to  her 
Majesty -in-Council,  is  a  great  constitu¬ 
tional  matter  ui>on  which  lawyers  are  not 
better  fitted  to  express  an  opinion  than 
other  persons.  In  my  humble  judgment 
they  are  less  fitted  in  some  particulars  to 
express  a  sound  opinion  on  the  subject.  I 
think  also  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  dis¬ 
entangle  this  subject  from  the  other  consti¬ 
tutional  subjects  to  be  considered  by  the 
general  committee.  I  think,  therefore,  it 
would  be  found  to  be  a  more  practical  and 
speedy  manner  of  getting  through  business 
if  we  intrusted  that  subject,  as  has  been 
suggested  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton, 
to  a  sub-committee  of  the  general  commit¬ 
tee,  with  the  understanding  that  they  can 
call  to  their  aid  any  of  the  other  legal 
members  of  the  Convention  whom  they 
may  think  able  to  give  them  assistance. 
I  apprehend  that  these  committees,  al¬ 
though  appointed  in  this  formal  manner, 
will  not  be  hard  and  fast  committees.  They 
will  consult  with  one  another  and  with 
their  colleagues  ;  and,  practically,  all  the 
members  of  the  Convention  will  know'  what 
is  going  on,  and  will  be  able  to  give  their 
assistance  in  bringing  matters  to  a  conclu¬ 
sion.  My  opinion  is  that  the  employment 
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of  third  committee,  so  far  from  tending 
to  expedite  proceedings,  will  tend  to  retard 
them. 

INlr.  PLAY  FORD  :  My  opinion  is  the 
opposite  to  that  expressed  by  the  last 
speaker,  I  think  that  the  appointment 
of  committees  will  tend  to  quicken  our 
movements  a  little.  I  have  thought  the 
matter  out,  and  I  quite  agree  with  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  member,  !Mr.  Barton, 
that  if  we  meet  together,  and,  instead  of 
bringing  up  ordinary  formal  resolutions  as 
the  result  of  our  labours,  bring  them  up 
in  the  form  of  a  bill  and  go  through  them 
clause  by  clause,  we  shall  expedite  busi¬ 
ness.  If  we  bring  up  from  the  committees 
ordinary  resolutions  which  will  be  instruc¬ 
tions  to  draftsmen,  we  shall  have  a  full 
debate  on  all  the  resolutions  so  brought 
up,  in  the  same  way  as  we  have  had  upon 
the  resolutions  which  have  already  been 
submitted  to  the  Convention,  and  we  know 
what  the  result  has  been  already.  We 
shall  have  the  debate  over  again,  and  it 
will  be  repeated  when  the  bill  is  brought 
up.  I  think  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Barton,  an  exceedingly  wise 
one.  T  consider  that  if  we  appoint  on  this 
•committee  to  consider  the  judiciary  question 
a  number  of  able  men  learned  in  the  law, 
although  it  may  be  a  question  upon  which 
every  lion,  gentleman  might  be  able  to 
form  an  opinion  equally  as  well  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  legal  profession,  we  might  get 
able  lawyers  to  help  us  in  the  drafting 
of  a  bill.  I  think  that  with  two  com¬ 
mittees  we  shall  have  rather  too  few  to 
•choose  from.  The  committee  dealing  with 
the  machinery  of  government  will  have 
a  great  deal  of  work  to  do,  and  w'e  shall 
not  be  able  to  spare  out  of  that  com¬ 
mittee  hon.  members  for  the  purpose  of 
drafting  the  bill.  The  committee  that  wull 
have  to  look  after  matters  connected  with 
trade  and  commerce  will  find  their  hands 
exceedingly  full  before  they  have  donewdth 
that  question,  and  they  wdll  not  be  able  to 
[^ir  Samuel  Griffith. 
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spare  any  of  their  number.  But  I  think 
that  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  consider 
this  small  question  will  not  take  long  ia 
coming  to  a  conclusion  as  to  what  they 
will  recommend;  and  out  of  that  commit¬ 
tee  w’c  might  be  able  to  choose  a  few  ex¬ 
cellent  draftsmen,  who  will  help  the  other 
committees,  as  fast  as  they  arrive  at  con¬ 
clusions,  as  to  what  should  be  included  ia 
the  bill ;  and  in  a  short  time  w’e  shall  be 
prepared,  I  liope,  to  ])ass  a  bill  embodying 
what  w^e  unitedly  believe  to  be  best  in  the 
interests  of  the  community  at  largo. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  I  should  be  very 
glad  if  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton,  could 
see  his  way  to  extend  the  constitution  of 
the  committees.  I  understand  that  he  pro¬ 
poses  to  limit  the  number  of  committees  to 
two — one  dealing  with  constitutional  ma¬ 
chinery  and  the  distribution  of  po\vers  and 
functions  in  connection  therewith,  and  the 
other  dealing  with  finance  and  trade.  I 
think  that  a  connnittee  dealing  with  trade 
and  finance  will  have  quite  enough  to  do, 
and  that  the  seven  gentlemen  upon  whom 
it  is  intended  that  duty  shall  devolve 
will  find  their  time  completely  occupied. 
So,  also,  as  regards  the  committee  on  the 
constitution  question.  Why  should  not  the 
question  of  the  appointment  of  a  judiciary, 
w  hich  is  equally  as  important  as  the  other 
two,  be  referred  to  a  separate  committee? 
Then,  wdiile  the  twenty-one  gentlemen  are 
engaged  on  the  two  committees,  surely  out 
of  the  remaining  members  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  seven  can  be  selected  to  deal  with  that 
other  subject.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  hon. 
the  Premier  of  Queensland,  tliat  it  is  a 
question  wdiich  would  be  better  dealt  wdtli 
by  lion-legal  gentlemen  than  by  legal  gen¬ 
tlemen. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  I  did  not  say  that; 
1  am  in  favour  of  a  mixed  committee ! 

Mr.  CUTHBERT ;  A  fusion,  perhaps, 
of  the  tw’o  elements  would  be  most  advan¬ 
tageous. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Just  w  hat  I  said! 
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]\Ir.  CUTHBERT  :  If  a  third  committee 
be  appointed,  consisting,  say,  of  seven  mem¬ 
bers,  to  deal  with  the  composition  and  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  judiciary,  I  think  to  that 
committee  might  also  be  intrusted  the 
duty  of  drafting  the  bill.  I  believe  that 
the  gentlemen  who  will  be  selected  for  that 
committee  will,  in  all  probability,  be  most 
titled  for  that  work,  and  with  three  com¬ 
mittees  the  whole  of  the  work  would  be 
well  apportioned,  and  we  should  be  able  to 
brinir  our  deliberations  to  a  conclusion  far 
sooner  than  if  the  work  were  distributed 
between  two  committees.  For  these  rea¬ 
sons  I  support  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Colonel  Smith,  namely,  that  instead 
of  there  being  two  committees,  tlie  'work 
ought  to  be  divided  between  threa 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  think  there  ought 
to  be  a  committee  of  lawyers — call  it  judi¬ 
cial  or  whatever  term  you  wish  to  apply  to 
it ;  but  I  quite  agree  that  lawyers  should 
not  determine  matters. 

Mr.  Clark  :  They  should  report  to  the 
other  committees  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  There  are  many  ques¬ 
tions  connected  with  this  subject  wliich 
only  lawyers  understand,  and  they  alone 
really  know  what  it  means.  Therefore,  I 
think  it  is  important  that  they  should  be 
specified  in  a  committee,  so  as  to  collect 
information  and  make  recommendations 
to  the  other  committees.  With  regard  to 
the  drafting  of  a  bill,  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  said, 
any  of  us  could  be  called  in  to  give  an 
opinion  ;  but  I  think  that  the  work  will 
be  better  performed  if  you  organise  a 
small  committee  of  lawyers,  on  whom  you 
cast  the  duty  of  reporting,  to  whichever 
committee  will  have  the  final  settling  of 
the  bill,  on  the  difficult  legal  matters 
which  are  involved. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  should  like  to  point  out 
to  the  Convention  that  for  the  last  three 
or  four  days  we  have  been  discussing,  in 
a  very  loose  way,  certain  principles,  and  up 
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to  tliis  time  there  has  been  no  agreement 
on  any  one  principle  presented  to  us.  We 
were  told  that  we  'W’ere  just  discussing  this 
matter  in  a  very  informal  manner,  and 
that  committees  w’ould  be  appointed  who, 
having  in  view  the  various  opinions  of 
hon.  members  who  have  spoken,  would 
sit  and  bring  up  reports  embodying  cer¬ 
tain  principles  to  be  thoroughly  discus.sed 
here.  I  know  that  other  hon.  members 
besides  myself  have  refrained  from  taking 
part  in  the  discussion  because  we  looked 
forward  to  the  time  when  certain  resolutions 
would  be  the  outcome  of  the  labours  of  the 
Committee — certain  cardinal  points  and 
principles  Laid  down,  on  which  there  would 
be  a  common  agreement.  I  think  it  is  quite 
time  to  talk  about  having  a  bill  framed 
when  the  Convention,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  shall  agree  on  certain  prin¬ 
ciples  which  shall  be  brought  out  from  the 
labours  of  the  committee  'svho  will  report. 
In  his  proposal  the  hon.  and  learned  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Barton,  is  departing  from  the 
tacit  agreement  arrived  at,  'which  was  that 
we  'were  to  say  as  little  as  possible  when 
these  matters  'were  put  in  an  informal 
manner  before  us,  and  were  to  'wait  to  have 
them  thrashed  out  when  reports  of  commit¬ 
tees  w’ere  submitted  to  us,  and  we  could 
agree  on  principles  which  'svould  be  a  guide 
for  the  committee  'who  ultimately  would 
frame  the  bill.  It  is  apparent  to  those 
wdio  are  looking  on  that  there  is  a  desire 
to  hasten  the  proceedings  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion.  We  have  sat  here  patiently  for  three 
w^eeks  ;  but  if  we  want  to  make  good  and 
permanent  \vork,  and  to  accomplish  the  ob¬ 
ject  for  which  we  met,  we  must  be  prepared 
to  go  slowly  and  surely,  and  make  a  very 
sound  structure  as  the  result  of  our  labours; 
but  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
member,  Mr.  Barton,  is  taking  away  from 
us  the  agreement  entered  into,  which  'was 
that  certain  lines  should  be  drawn  up  in 
committee,  and  that  afterwards  we  should 
discuss  the  bill  itself.  If  we  had  started 
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ill  the  first  instance  with  the  bill,  however 
loosely  drawn  or  informal — a  mere  skeleton 
of  a  bill  on  which  we  might  have  built  up 
something — we  should  have  been  farther 
on  than  we  are  now.  In  the  intense  anxiety 
to  close  the  labours  of  the  Convention 
there  is  a  risk  of  our  not  making  a  per¬ 
manent  structure ;  and  I  say  again,  that 
if  these  committees  reported  on  certain 
leading  principles,  and  put  before  us  cer¬ 
tain  conclusions  upon  which  we  could  agree, 
having  agreed  upon  those  points  we  should 
have  material  largely  ready  for  the  framing 
of  a  bill.  The  picture  would  to  a  large  ex¬ 
tent  be  painted,  and  it  w^ould  only  require 
the  framing  of  the  bill  in  the  necessary 
legal  language,  to  make  a  tolerably  perfect 
measure  ui>oa  which  we  could  agree.  With 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  bon.  and 
learned  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  I 
think  it  well  to  have  law^yers  to  deal  with 
the  judiciary  question,  but  well  also  to 
have  a  fair  mixture  of  the  victims  of 
lawyers  to  watch  and  see  that  the  result  of 
their  labours  will  not  be  to  infl^ict  burdens 
on  the  people.  Lawyers  are  all  very  well 
in  their  places,  but  I  never  knew  a  lawyer 
to  advocate  any  legislation  to  reduce  the 
cost  of  litigation  to  the  people  of  the  land. 
Let  the  lawyers  by  all  means  give  the 
benefit  of  their  legal  knowledge ;  but  let 
the  laymen  who  know  something  about 
law",  and  who  support  the  legal  establish¬ 
ments  in  the  various  colonies,  have  a  little 
voice  in  the  common-sense  part  of  the 
business. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  think  my  hon.  friend, 
Mr.  Dibbs,  has  forgotten  that  life  is  short. 
We  only  live  a  certain  number  of  years, 
and  during  those  years  we  ought  to  do  all 
the  'work  we  can.  The  hon.  member  makes 
two  complaints,  one  of  wdiich  certainly 
does  not  coincide  with  the  otlier.  He  says 
that  if  a  bill  had  been  introduced  in  the 
firat  instance,  no  matter  how  loose  it  was, 
we  could  have  worked  on  that  ;  but  now, 
after  we  have  dealt  wdth  a  series  of  re- 
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solutions  in  detail,  and  are  about  to  re¬ 
fer  them  to  committees,  he  w"ants  those 
committees  to  bring  up  separate  reports 
before  ^ve  deal  with  a  bill.  Surely  that 
would  extend' the  discussions  too  far]  I 
think  the  suggestion  that  has  been  made 
is  a  very  good  one.  Possibly  we  ought  to 
have  three,  or  perhaps  four,  committees— 
I  do  not  care  how  many  ;  but  if  the  com¬ 
mittees  deal  w  ith  the  principles  wdiich  are 
submitted  to  them,  surely  it  wdll  save 
time  if  they  embody  their  conclusions  in  a 
bill  with  which  the  Convention  could  deal 
directly,  instead  of  through  the  medium 
of  a  series  of  indefinite  resolutions  which 
would  have  to  be  dealt  w  ith  again  in  the 
form  of  a  bill  I  entii'ely  agree  with 
the  proposal  that  the  work  of  the  various 
committees  should  be  submitted  to  the 
Convention  in  the  form  of  a  bill.  At  the 
same  time,  I  think  w  e  ought  to  have  more 
than  two  committees  ;  tw’o  committees  are 
too  few  to  deal  effectually  with  the  work 
they  have  to  do, 

Mr.  CLARK :  If  I  am  in  order,  I  desire 
to  move : 

That  the  motion  be  amended  by  the  insertion 
of  the  following  resolution,  to  stand  as  resolution 
No.  3  ; — “  That  in  addition  to  the  committees 
above-mentioned,  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  question  of  the  establishment  of  a 
federal  judiciary,  its  powers  and  its  functions,  and 
to  report  to  the  Committee  on  Constitutional  Ma¬ 
chinery  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Committee  on 
Finance  is  directed  to  report ;  such  committee  to 
consist  of  one  member  from  each  delegation.’* 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  desire  to 
say  a  few  words  with  respect  to  directing 
the  committee  to  bring  up  the  result  of 
their  deliberations  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  I 
should  like  that  matter  to  be  left  open. 
Those  who  are  familiar  with  drafting,  of 
course,  know  that  it  is  no  more  trouble  to 
them  to  put  their  conclusions  in  the  form  of 
a  bill  than  in  the  form  of  resolutions ;  pro¬ 
bably  it  is  less  trouble.  However,  speaking 
from  another  point  of  view,  I  doubt  very 
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much  whether  the  general  public,  who, 
after  all,  are  the  persons  who  will  have  to 
understancl  tlie  recommendations  of  the 
committees,  will  be  able  to  follow  them  in 
the  form  of  a  bill  so  well  as  they  would 
in  the  form  of  resolutions.  Speaking  for 
myself,  I  should  say  that  it  would  be  much 
less  trouble  to  me  to  put  the  conclusions  of 
the  committee  in  the  form  of  resolutions 
than  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  because  I  am 
familiar  with  that  kind  of  work.  But  I 
am  quite  certain,  from  my  experience, 
that  the  public  will  understand  resolutions 
more  easily  than  they  will  imderstand  a 
bill.  That  being  so,  I  think  it  might  be  a 
mistake  to  instruct  the  committee  to  put 
their  conclusions  in  the  form  of  a  bill.  It 
should  be  left  to  the  committee  to  consider 
which  course  will  be  the  most  likely  to  make 
their  work  ‘‘ understanded  of  the  people.” 

Dr.  COCKBURK  :  I  think  there  is 
very  sound  sense  in  what  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Samuel  Gnffith,  has  said.  We  all 
know  that  very  simple  principles  which  can 
be  embodied  in  a  very  few  lines  may  take 
several  clauses  of  intricate  drafting  to  give 
effect  to  in  a  bill. 

Mr.  Clark  :  It  will  have  to  be  done 
sometime  ! 

Dr.  COCKBXJRN  :  All  the  members  of 
the  Convention  are  not  lawyers,  and  yet 
they  have  very  strong  views  on  general 
principles,  and  it  may  be  very  difficult,  as 
the  bill  is  being  passed  through  Committee 
clause  by  clause,  for  those  who  have  not 
had  the  advantage  of  a  legal  training  to 
submit  their  amendments  exactly  in  legal 
form,  as  a  skilful  draftsman  would  do.  It 
would  be  placing  the  laymen  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  at  a  disadvantage.  I  think  it 
would  be  very  easy  for  the  committees  to 
bring  up  resolutions  in  the  same  way  as 
was  done  in  Canada.  There,  I  believe,  the 
resolutions  were  not  brought  up  in  strictly 
legal  form,  but  actually  covered  the  whole 
ground,  and  although  not  drawn  in  strictly 
legal  phraseology,  yet  they  really  were 
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drawn  just  as  a  bill  would  be  drawn  in 
something  like  popular  language. 

Mr.  Munro  :  They  were  sent  home  with¬ 
out  being  put  in  the  form  of  a  bill  at  all. 
We  are  not  going  to  do  that  sort  of  thing  I 

Dr.  COCKBCRN  :  When  we  have 
agreed  to  everything  that  is  necessary,  the 
putting  of  it  into  legal  phraseology  would 
be  the  work  of  only  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  Barton  :  If  the  work  be  so  com¬ 
plicated,  how  is  it  to  be  done  in  a  few 
minutes  ? 

Dr.  COCKBXJRN  :  This  is  a  matter  of 
even  greater  importance  than  anything  we 
have  to  consider  in  our  local  parliaments  ; 
and  hon.  members  desiring  to  give  expres¬ 
sion  to  a  principle  may  not  be  able,  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment,  to  draft  a  clause  in 
legal  phraseology.  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Barton,  to  jx>int  out  how  we 
are  to  overcome  the  difficulty,  putting  him¬ 
self,  not  in  the  position  of  a  skilful  drafts¬ 
man  or  lawyer,  but  in  that  of  a  layman  1 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  do  not  think  any 
great  difficulty  exists  ;  and  I  would  ask 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  not 
to  insist  upon  an  intermediate  stage. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  merely  threw 
out  a  suggestion  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee ! 

Mr.  BARTON :  I  do  not  think  the 
effect  would  be  to  facilitate  our  proceed¬ 
ings.  We  are  now  in  our  third  week,  and 
in  proportion  to  the  value  and  importance 
of  the  assistance  of  a  great  many  of  the 
members  of  the  Convention  to  us,  is  the 
strength  of  the  calls  daily  made  upon 
them  by  their  own  colonies.  Among  the 
strongest  men  here,  if  I  may  make  any 
distinction  at  all,  are  those  who  hold  ex¬ 
ecutive  offices,  and  whose  colonies  want 
them  back  as  soon  as  possible.  These  are 
calls  they  can  resist  for  a  time;  but  I  should 
be  very  sorry  indeed  if  a  time  should  come 
when  they  could  no  longer  resist  those 
calls,  and  when,  consequently,  the  Con¬ 
vention  would  be  deprived  of  their  assist- 
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aiice.  The  interposition  of  an  intermedi¬ 
ate  stage  might  lead  to  that  difliciilty. 
We  are  not  exactly  in  the  position  of  re¬ 
presentatives  commencing  a  session  of 
parliament  which  might  last  four  or  five 
months.  We  have  to  do  the  best  wo 
can  in  the  time  at  our  disposal,  and  we 
have,  I  admit,  at  the  same  time,  to  take 
care  that  the  propositions  we  formulate 
lose  nothing  whatever  on  the  score  of 
haste.  I  would  ask  the  lion,  member,  Dr. 
Cockburn,  to  consider  that  this  is  a  con¬ 
vention  of  legislators.  A  large  majority 
of  those  present  are  men  of  long  parlia¬ 
mentary  experience  ;  and  it  is  scarcely 
competent  for  any  one  of  us  to  contend 
that  we  have  not  had  sufficient  experience 
to  know  what  legal  phraseology  is  as  de¬ 
veloped  in  hills.  It  would  be  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  confession  for  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  this  Convention  to  make,  that 
they  find  any  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the 
clauses  of  a  bill.  I  think  we  all  suffi¬ 
ciently  understand  the  phraseology  gene¬ 
rally  used  in  acts  of  parliament  to  find  no 
difficulty  in  placing  a  reasonable  interpre¬ 
tation  upon  any  clause  in  a  bill.  There 
need  be  no  difficulty  about  the  matter  of 
amendments.  Those  who  desire  to  make 
amendments  will  be  found  to  hav’e  had, 
probcibly,  many  years’  experience  of  that 
kind  of  work  ;  and,  so  far  as  the  hon. 
member.  Dr.  Cockburn,  is  concerned,  he 
possesses  such  remarkable  facility  for  ex- 
I)ressing  his  precise  ideas  in  the  requisite 
language  that  the  framing  of  any  num¬ 
ber  of  amendments  will  not  present  the 
least  difficulty  to  him.  I  think  I  might 
say  that  of  nearly  every  member  present. 
Many  of  us,  I  regret  to  say,  have  grown 
grey  in  the  service  of  these  colonies.  That 
is  more  or  less  the  case  with  all  of  us ; 
and  there  is  no  reason  wliy  we  should  con¬ 
fess  to  the  world  that  which  would  not,  if 
made,  be  a  true  confession — tliat  we  did 
not  understand  the  ordinary  phraseology 
ef  bills.  I  anticipate  no  difficulty  in  this 
[3/r.  Barton. 


matter.  The  bill  will  be  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
members  a  s\ifficient  time  to  enable  them  to 
understand  every  detail,  and  they  will  have 
at  their  disposal  time  which,  owing  to  the 
great  pressure  of  work  in  their  own  legisla¬ 
tures,  they  cannot  ordinarily  have.  When 
engaged  in  their  various  colonies,  they  ha\’e 
multitudinous  duties  to  discliarge,  and  it 
may  often  happen  that  a  bill  will  come  be¬ 
fore  them  at  a  time  when  they  are  not  pre¬ 
pared  with  amenendments.  The  time  now 
at  their  disposal,  however,  free  from  the 
trammels  of  their  ordinary  duties  else¬ 
where,  will  enable  them  to  give  attention 
to  the  clauses  of  the  proposed  bill,  and  will 
place  them  in  a  position  to  move  any 
amendments  tliey  may  desire  to  move.  As 
the  matter  is  one  of  some  urgency,  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
not  to  urge  the  interposition  of  another 
stage.  Our  time  is  growing  short ;  we  have 
to  do  the  most  important  of  our  work  in  a 
short  time  ;  but  when  the  bill  is  brought 
forward,  the  important  matters  which  we 
have  been  debating  will  be  put  in  a  formal 
way,  and  upon  the  amendments  moved  will 
depend  that  which  will  ultimately  go  to  the 
several  parliaments.  We  are  now  about  to 
reach  the  most  important  part  of  our  work, 
and  if  we  appoint  a  committee  merely  to 
draw  up  resolutions,  and  have  afterwards 
to  put  those  resolutions  in  the  form  of  a 
bill,  we  shall  be  sacrificing  valuable  time. 
If  it  bo  intended  to  appoint  committees 
to  frame  resolutions  alone,  and  allow  our 
work  to  stand  at  the  passing  of  those  re.so- 
lutions,  we  shall  necessitate  a  second  con¬ 
vention.  I  think  that  if  our  labours  can 
possibly  be  concluded  without  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  another  convention  w^e  ouglit  not 
to  interpose  this  second  stage,  as  a  matter 
of  certainty,  seeing  that  there  is  eveiy  possi¬ 
bility  of  a  second  stage  being  avoided. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GKIFFITII :  lam  afraid 
that  in  my  desire  to  .save  time  I  did  not 
make  myself  clear.  I  did  not  suggest  a 
series  of  short  resolutions  which  would  re- 
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quire  subsequent  amplification  into  a  bill. 
What  T  suggested  was  tliat  the  phraseology 
in  which  we  embodied  our  conclusions 
should  be  the  phraseology  of  ordinary  re¬ 
solutions,  instead  of  the  phraseology  of 
clauses  of  bills.  I  did  not  mean  that  we 
should  omit  any  detail  that  would  be  ex¬ 
pressed  in  a  bill  ;  I  referred  only  to  the 
form  in  which  it  should  be  expressed. 

Mr.  WRIXON :  I  suggest  that  we 
should  allow  the  committee  to  bring  up  a 
bill,  if  it  see  its  way  to  do  so.  The  hon. 
member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  appeared  to 
think  that  tlie  public  might  possibly  be  of 
opinion  that  they  had  not  sufficient  infor¬ 
mation  if  it  were  brouglit  before  them  in 
theshapeof  a  bill;  but  I  do  not  think  there 
is  much  weight  in  that  objection,  and  for 
this  reason  :  that  tlie  points  in  which  the 
public  are  interested — the  prominent  points 
in  dispute — have  during  the  last  three  weeks 
been  debated  several  times;  and  other  points 
which  have  not  yet  been  debated  'will  be 
fully  debated  when  the  bill  is  before  us,  and 
when  the  attention  of  the  public  will  be 
fully  called  to  them.  The  bill  will  be  the 
machinery  lying  by  to  carry  out  our  con¬ 
clusions  when  we  finally  arrive  at  them, 
and,  as  I  presume  we  really  wish  to  arrive 
at  some  result,  I  think  the  committee  should 
have  a  bill  ready  for  the  Convention  when 
we  meet  again. 

Hesolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Resolved : 

(1.)  That  the  resolutions  reported  to  this  Con¬ 
vention  l)y  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  referred 
to  two  committees,  the  one  for  consideration  of 
constitutional  machinery  and  the  distribution  of 
functions  and  powers,  the  other  for  considera¬ 
tion  of  provisions  relating  to  finance,  taxation, 
and  trade  regulation ;  the  first-named  commit¬ 
tee  to  consist  of  two  members  from  each  of  the 
eeveral  delcgiitions,  the  last-named  committee  to 
consist  of  one  member  from  each.  The  members 
to  bo  chosen  by  the  several  delegations. 

(2.)  That  the  last-named  committee  bo  in¬ 
structed  to  specially  consider  resolutions  Nos. 
3  and  4,  on  trade  and  intercourse  and  on  cus¬ 
toms  taxation,  with  a  view  to  their  being  carried 
into  effect  upon  lines  just  to  the  several  colonies, 
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and  that  it  be  a  further  instruction  to  the  said 
committee  to  lay  its  conclusions  l>efore  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Constitutional  Machinery,  Functions, 
and  Powers. 

(3.)  That  in  addition  to  the  committees  abov'e- 
mentioned,  a  committee  be  appointed  to  con¬ 
sider  the  question  of  the  establishment  of  a  fede¬ 
ral  judiciary,  its  powers,  and  its  functions,  and 
to  report  to  the  Committee  on  Constitutional 
Machinery  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Committee 
on  Finance  is  directed  to  report,  such  committee 
to  consist  of  one  memljer  from  eacli  delegation. 

(4.)  That  upon  the  result  of  the  deliljerations 
of  the  said  committees  the  Committee  on  Con¬ 
stitutional  Machinery,  Functions,  and  Powers, 
do  prepare  and  submit  to  this  Convention  a  bill 
for  the  establishment  of  a  federal  constitution, 
such  bill  to  be  prepared  as  speedily  as  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  careful  consideration. 

]\Ir.  DEAKIN  :  I  would  suggest  that 
the  President  request  that  the  different 
delegations  make  their  nominations  to  the 
committees  to-night  so  that  the  names 
may  be  handed  in  before  we  leave,  and 
that  an*angements  may  be  made  for  the 
hour  at  wdiich  the  committees  will  com¬ 
mence  their  labours  to-morrow. 

JMr.  BARTON :  I  would  suggest  that  the 
P residen t  leave  the  chai r  for,  say, ten  mi n u tes 
to  permit  of  the  nomination  of  delegates. 

The  President  left  the  chair  for  ten 
minutes. 

The  President  :  I  have  received  the 
following  returns,  giving  the  names  of  tlie 
several  committees  as  elected  by  their  re¬ 
spective  delegations  : — 

Kew  South  Wales. — Constitutional  Functions: 
Sir  Henry  Parkes,  and  Mr.  Barton.  Finance,  Tax¬ 
ation,  &c. :  Mr.  McMillan.  J udiciary :  Mr.  Dibbs, 

Victoria.  —  Constitutional  Functions :  Mr. 
Gillies  and  Mr.  Deakin.  Finance,  Taxation^ 
&c.  :  Mr.  Munro.  Judiciary  :  Mr.  Wrixon. 

Queensland. — Constitutional  Functions  :  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith  and  Mr.  Thynne.  Finance, 
Taxation,  &c.  :  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith.  Judi¬ 
ciary  :  Mr.  Rutledge. 

South  Australia. — Constitutional  Functions  : 
!Mr.  Playford  and  Sir  John  Downer.  Finance, 
Taxation,  &c.  :  Sir  John  Bi'ay.  Judiciary;  ^Ir. 
Kingston. 

Tasmania. — Constitutional  Functions  :  Mr. 
Clark  and  Mr.  Adye  Douglas.  Finance,  Taxa¬ 
tion,  &c. :  Mr.  Buigess.  Judiciary  :  Mr.  Clark. 
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Constitutional  Functions  :  Sir 
Oeorge  Grey  and  Captain  Russell.  Finance^ 
Taxation,  &c. :  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  Judiciarj^ ; 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson. 

)Fe5/er»  Amh'alia, — Constitutional  Func¬ 
tions  ;  Mr.  J.  Forrest  and  Sir  Janies  Lee-Stccre, 
Finance,  Taxation,  &c. :  Mr.  Mannion.  Judi¬ 
ciary  :  Mr.  Hackett. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  •with 
concurrence)  agreed  to : 

That,  in  the  event  of  the  absence  of  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  committee,  the  delegation  by  which  he 
-was  chosen  be  empowered  to  choose  another 
member  in  his  stead. 

The  President  :  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  next  business  should  be  to  appoint  a 
time  for  the  meeting  of  those  committees. 

Mr.  BEAKIN  :  Perhaps  it  would  be 
better  for  the  first  day  if  the  committees 
•met  at  the  usual  hour  of  11  o^clock,  and 
lifter  that  they  could  meet  at  whatever 
time  they  like  to  fix  themselves. 

The  President  ;  Perhaps  it  would  be 
’Convenient  if  some  intimation  were  given 
as  to  whether,  when  the  committees  are 
withdrawn,  the  Convention  is  to  go  on 
with  its  ordinary  course  of  proceedings. 

Mr.  Gillifs  :  I  would  point  out  that  as 
Dur  proceedings  are  conducted  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
select  committees  will  not  be  able  to  meet 
during  the  sittings  of  the  Convention,  and 
it  will  therefore  be  necessary  that  we  give 
them  permission  to  sit  on  days  when  the 
Convention  does  not  meet. 

The  President  :  Perhaps  .some  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  had  better  make  a  motion  to  that 
<efiect. 

!Mr.  Barton  :  The  ordinary  practice  is 
to  give  committees  leave  to  sit  during  any 
adjournment  of  the  House,  and  let  them 
fix  their  own  time. 

Mr.  ABBOTT  :  I  suggest  that  it  would 
be  much  better  to  give  the  committees 
leave  to  sit  at  any  time,  and  I  would  move : 

That  the  committees  have  leave  to  sit  at  any 
time. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


The  President:  If  I  am  permitted,  T 
will  announce  on  behalf  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  that  the  committees  will  meet  at  11 
o’clock  to-morrow.  It  has  been  hinted  to 
me,  though  I  think  it  ^vas  hardly  neces¬ 
sary,  that  the  committees  will  have  the  use 
of  this  chamber,  and  any  of  the  adjoining 
rooms. 

Mr.  BAHTON  :  It  has  just  occurred  to 
me  that  no  quorum  has  been  fixed  for  the 
committees,  I  think  it  desirable  that  this 
should  be  done,  and  would  suggest  that  in 
the  large  committee  the  quorum  should  be 
six,  and  in  the  others  three. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  In  committees  a  majority 
is  always  a  quorum  ! 

The  President  :  As  far  as  I  can  form 
an  opinion,  from  the  attendance  of  mem 
bers  at  the  Convention,  I  think  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  the  committees  wull  be 
fully  attended  ;‘but  perhaps  it  might  be  as 
well  to  fix  the  quorum. 

Hon.  Members  :  A  majority  1 

Mr.  BARTON :  I  will  adopt  the  sug¬ 
gestion  thrown  out,  and  will  move  : 

That  in  the  committees  appointed  a  majority 
do  form  a  quorum. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  McMillan)  agreed  to  : 

That  the  Convention  adjourn  until  11  o’clock 
on  Tuesday  morning. 

Convention  adjourned  at  5*16  p.m. 


TUESDAY,  MARC  FI,  1801, 


J  udiciary— Adjournment. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.iu. 
JUDICIARY. 

The  President  :  I  have  received  a 
rather  lengthy  letter  from  Mr.  Justice 
Richmond,  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  New  Zealand,  in  reference  to  the  crea- 
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tion  of  a  judiciary  for  Australia.  I  think 
it  is  too  long  to  be  recorded  in  the  ordinary 
way. 

Sir  John  Downier:  Refer  it  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee  ! 

The  President  :  I  have  shown  the  letter 
to  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Clark,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  that  committee,  aijd  I  was  going 
to  suggest  that  some  bon.  member  should 
move  that  it  be  printed,  I  think  that 
would  be  the  best  course. 

Mr.  Dibbs  ;  What  is  the  letter  about? 

The  President  :  It  is  couched  in  unob¬ 
jectionable  terms,  and  it  contains  the 
opinions  of  a  judge  of  some  eminence 
upon  certain  features  of  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Clark  :  I  wish  to  state  that  the 
President  handed  the  letter  to  me  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  J udiciary  Committee,  and  asked 
me  to  make  any  observations  upon  it  I 
thought  fit.  I  have  written  a  number  of 
observations,  and  have  had  them  printed, 
And  I  am  quite  prepared  to  move  that 
the  letter  and  my  observations  thereon  be 
printed,  not  only  for  the  use  of  the  Judici¬ 
ary  Committee,  but  for  the  use  of  the 
whole  Convention.  I  move  : 

That  the  letter  sent  by  ]Mr.  Justice  Rich¬ 
mond,  together  with  Mr.  Clark’s  notes  thereon, 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  I  would  suggest 
that  the  letter  be  read  ! 

The  President  :  It  will  take  a  long  time 
to  do  that.  I  have  already  explained  that 
I  have  adopted  the  coui'se  of  handing  the 
letter  to  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Clark, 
who  undertook  to  read  it,  to  see  if  it  was 
of  such  a  nature  that  no  objection  could  be 
offered  to  its  being  printed.  We  have  the 
assurance  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Clark, 
that  there  is  no  objection  whatever  to  the 
printing  of  the  letter,  and,  indeed,  that  it 
is  a  valuable  contribution  to  our  proceed¬ 
ings. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  It  seems  to  me 
that  anything  connected  with  our  proceed¬ 
ings,  if  it  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  be 


referred  to  a  committee,  is  also  of  sufficient 
impoi*tance  to  be  referred  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Clark  :  The  hon.  member  will  be 
able  to  have  printed  copies  of  it ! 

The  President  :  I  will  undertake  to 
have  it  printed  during  the  day. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  being  elected  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Constitutional  Powers  and 
Functions,  and  I  have  to  inform  the  Conven¬ 
tion  that  thatcommitteehasnot  yet  finished 
its  labours,  and  is  not  in  a  position  to  bring 
up  the  report  which  it  was  instructed  to 
prepare.  I  therefore  have  to  suggest  that 
some  hon.  gentleman  should  move  that  the 
Convention  now  adjourn.  I  think  it  would 
be  convenient,  if  hon.  gentlemen  generally 
approve,  for  the  Convention  to  meet  again 
on  Thursday  afternoon,  as  at  that  time  we 
shall  be  able  at  any  rate  to  give  the  Con¬ 
vention  some  definite  information  as  to 
when  they  may  expect  the  full  repoi*t  of  the 
committee.  I  think  it  is  right  to  add  that 
I  have  with  some  surprise  seen  published  in 
the  daily  press  what  purport  to  be  reports 
of  the  committees  on  finance  and  judiciar}". 
One  of  those  reports  has  been  handed  to 
the  committee  on  constitutional  powers  in 
part — not  complete,  the  other  has  not 
Leen  handed  to  .them  at  all,  and  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  what  purports  to  be 
a  copy  of  it  in  the  press,  is  not  a  copy  of 
the  report  that  the  committee  has  pre- 
])ared.  I  mention  the  fact  because  it  is 
very  inconvenient  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  select  committee,  which  it  was  under¬ 
stood  would  be  kept  private,  at  any  rate 
until  they  were  complete,  should  appear  in 
the  press  before  hon.  members  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  see  them.  As  a  matter  of  cour¬ 
tesy,  if  not  of  parliamentary  practice,  hon. 
members  are  entitled  to  see  the  reports 
first.  I  do  not  know,  nor  does  any  other 
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lion,  member,  liow  this  liappenetl ;  but  I 
think  it  right  to  call  attention  to  it,  and 
to  express  my  very  great  regret  that  it  has 
happened. 

Mr.  ABBOTT  :  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  the  Convention  do  now  adjourn  until 
Thursday  afternoon,  at  half-past  2. 

Question  pi-oposed. 

Tlie  President  :  I  am  requested  to  state 
that  the  officials  at  the  table  have  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  reports.  They  liave  been  very 
careful — even  scrupulously  so — to  destroy 
the  very  paper  that  had  been  used  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  committees.  How  these  par¬ 
ticular  reports  obtained  publicity  I,  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  cannot  form  any  conception  what¬ 
ever.  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  not  seen 
them  myself. 

Mr,  MUNRO :  As  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  I  must  confess  that  1 
was  very  much  surprised  this  morning 
when  I  saw  that  one  of  the  morning  news¬ 
papers  contained  what  purports  to  be  a 
report  of  that  committee,  and  also  wdiat 
purports  to  be  a  report  of  the  other  com¬ 
mittee.  As  tlie  Vice-President  has  said, 
I  handed  to  the  chairman  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  constitutional  powers  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  as  far  as 
it  went,  very  late  yesterday  afternoon, 
and  the  appendices  to  that  report  have  not 
been  handed  to  him  yet.  I  noticed,  how¬ 
ever,  that  copies  of  that  report  w^ere  dis¬ 
tributed  to  hon.  members  either  through  the 
post  or  by  hand  last  night.  For  instance, 
when  I  returned  to  the  hotel  late  last  night 
I  found  that  a  copy  had  been  sent  to  me. 
It  is  quite  possiVjle  that  some  members  of 
the  committee  did  not  receive  the  report 
last  night,  and,  as  reporters  are  generally 
anxious  to  pick  up  anything  going  about, 
they  may  have  got  it  in  that  way.  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  gave  the  report  to  tlie  press,  nor 
that  any  of  the  officials  did.  It  must, 
[‘Sir  Samuel  Gr^itli, 
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therefore,  have  got  into  the  hands  of  the 
reporters  in  some  way  which  we  do  not 
know  anything  at  all  about.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  question  of  the  adjournment, 
I  think  that  for  the  convenience  of  hon. 
gentlemen  we  ought  to  know  what  we  are 
expected  to  do.  I  know  that  it  is  verv 
])leasant  for  all  of  us  to  be  in  Sydney,  hut 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  go  on  with  my  busi¬ 
ness  in  future  if  I  remain  here  much 
longer.  Our  entertainment  will  be  too 
good,  and  life  too  pleasant  for  us  to  go 
back  to  work  any  more.  But  if  we  are 
to  remain  here  over  the  Easter  holiday.*?, 
we  ought  to  know  something  as  to  why 
we  are  to  be  kept  here.  If  it  is  merely 
for  us  to  be  called  here  on  Thursday  after- 
noonto  be  informed  that  there  isnotliingfor 
us  to  do,  I  think  it  will  be  very  much  bet¬ 
ter  for  us  to  adjourn  until  Tuesday  morning. 
This  w’ould  enable  those  of  us  who  can 
afford  the  time  to  take  a  run  back  to  our 
different  colonies,  and  to  attend  to  some 
business  there  which  we  cannot  possibly 
do  here.  I  merely  mention  this  for  the 
purpo.se  of  doing  what  is  most  convenient 
for  hon.  delegates  ;  for  unless  we  receive 
some  assurance  that  wdien  we  meet  on 
Thui-sday  w’e  shall  be  called  upon  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  business,  I  do  not  think  any  good 
will  result  from  meeting  then  for  an  hour 
or  two,  and  then  being  told  we  cannot  meet 
again  until  the  follow  ing  Tuesday.  I  think 
that  under  these  circumstance.s  it  would 
be  far  better  that  the  adjournment  should 
take  place  until  next  Tuesday,  when  we 
should  expect  the  Committee  would  be 
prepared  to  lay  the  hill  before  us,  and  we 
would  go  straight  on. 

Mr.  CLARK  :  As  chairman  of  the 
J udiciary  Committee  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
was  as  much  surprised  as  w^as  the  Vice- 
President  and  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  to  see  what  purported  to  be  a 
report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  in  one 
of  the  ncw.spapers  this  morning.  That 
report  is  a  copy  of  the  lirst  draft  that  was 
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brought  up,  and  evidently  a  copy  in  that 
ini  perfect  state  went  astray  and  got  into 
the  reporters^  hands.  It  is  very  incorrect 
in  some  paragraplis.  Itcontainsparagrapha 
tliat  will  not  appear  when  the  report  comes 
up,  and  it  does  not  contain  several  para¬ 
graphs  that  will  appear  in  the  report  when 
it  comes  up. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  think  some  hon. 
members,  I  do  not  allude  to  those  who 
live  out  of  Australia,  might  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  go  home  for  a  couple  of  days, 
if  it  is  not  certain  that  we  shall  have  the 
bill  by  next  Thursday.  I  invite  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  hon.  members  more  particularly  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Munro.  It  does  seem  that  it  would  be  a 
pity  for  the  Convention,  which  requires  a 
quorum  of  twenty-five  members,  to  meet 
here  next  Thursday  unless  we  are  certain  of 
having  business  to  go  on  with  on  that  day, 
and  it  would  be  better  for  hon.  gentlemen 
who  can  do  so  to  go  to  their  homes  and  not 
be  brought  here  until  next  Tuesday. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think  I 
may  say  that  there  is  very  little  proba¬ 
bility  that  the  committee  will  be  able  to 
make  a  complete  report  by  Thursday. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  mechanical  work 
to  be  done  in  the  printing  office  and  else¬ 
where,  and  the  committee  as  a  wliole  must 
have  an  opportunity  of  revising  that  work 
carefully  before  they  bring  up  their  report. 
I  think  it  is  physically  impossible  that  it 
can  be  ready  by  Thursday,  but  we  may  be 
able  to  give  the  Convention  more  definite 
information  then.  On  the  other  hand  I 
think  there  is  little  doubt  that  on  Tues¬ 
day  morning  the  committee  will  be  able  to 
make  a  complete  report  on  their  labours. 

Mr.  BAKER:  Will  it  not  be  possible, 
sir,  for  the  committee,  when  their  report 
is  ready,  to  send  a  copy  through  the  post 
to  each  member  of  the  Convention,  so  that 
he  may  be  able  to  study  its  contents,  and 
be  ready  to  go  on  with  its  consideration 
when  the  Convention  meets  again  \  If  wo 
2  K 


see  the  report  for  the  first  time  on  Tues¬ 
day  it  will  be  very  difficult  for  us — cer¬ 
tainly  for  myself,  and  I  believe  for  most 
hon.  members — to  grasp  its  whole  meaning 
and  intent  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  go 
straight  on  then  with  its  consideration.. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Quite  impo.s- 
sible  I 

Mr.  BAKER:  I  would,  therefore,  sug¬ 
gest  if  it  is  feasible  that  as  soon  as  it  is 
ready,  even  if  we  do  adjourn,  the  commit¬ 
tee  circulate  the  report  among  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Convention. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  think  there  is  a 
good  deal  in  the  suggestion  of  my  hon. 
friend.  Perhaps  it  will  be  understood  that 
if  the  report  of  the  Constitutional  Commit¬ 
tee  is  ready  before  Tuesday,  if  we  adjourn 
until  then  its  chairman  may  hand  it  to 
the  President  who  can  cause  a  copy  to  be 
sent  to  each  member  of  the  Convention  so 
that  it  may  be  perused  before  "sve  meet  on 
Tuesday. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Confidentially  ! 

Sir  J OHN  BRAY  ;  I  do  not  know  that 
it  matters  really  very  much  once  the  com¬ 
mittee  agree  to  the  form  in  wdiich  they  are 
going  to  submit  their  report  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion  if  it  is  made  public  then.  For  it  can¬ 
not  be  altered  after  it  is  handed  in  to  the 
President  as  the  final  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  I  think  we  should  have  the  re¬ 
port,  if  possible,  before  we  meet  as  a  body 
again. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  I  rise  to  move,  by  way 
of  amendment,  that  the  Convention  do  ad¬ 
journ  until  Tuesday  next  at  half-past  2 
o’clock. 

Mr.  ABBOTT  :  I  am  quite  willing  to 
withdraw  my  amendment  and  to  propose 
in  lieu  thereof  the  adjournment  of  the 
Convention  until  Tuesday  afternoon  at 
half-past  2  o’clock.  If  the  Convention 
adjourns  until  Tuesday  afternoon,  hon. 
members  will  be  able  to  get  a  co])y  of 
the  report  as  soon  as  it  is  brought  up.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  de.sirable  that  the  reports 
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should  be  made  public  until  they  are  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Convention.  Hon.  members 
will  have  Tuesday  afternoon  and  Tuesday 
evening  to  consider  the  reports,  and  the 
Convention  can  meet  on  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ing.  Tlierefore,  with  concurrence,  I  with¬ 
draw  my  motion,  and  move  in  its  stead  : 

That  the  Convention  at  its  rising  do  adjourn 
until  Tuesday  next  at  half- past  2  o’clock. 

Mr.  DIBBS :  I  desii'e  to  say  a  word  or 
two  as  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  John  Bray.  I  submit  that  as 
soon  as  the  report  of  the  Constitutional 
Committee  is  prepared,  and  finally  adopted, 
it  should  be  handed  to  the  press. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  No,  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  It  is  all  very  well  for  the 
hon.  member  to  say,  ‘^No”;  but  he  repre¬ 
sents  only  a  part  of  the  public  out  of  doors. 
The  moment  the  report  leaves  the  hands  of 
the  committee  it  must  come  before  the 
Convention.  I  want  to  point  out  that 
we,  as  representatives  of  the  public,  have 
a  right  to  give  the  people  of  Australia  the 
earliest  possible  intimation  of  what  we  are 
doing.  Now,  if  the  report  is  laid  on  the 
table  on  Tuesday,  the  public  will  know  its 
contents  through  the  press  on  Wednesday 
morning,  and  if  they  can  get  that  infor- 
mationon  Tuesday  morning,  why  should  we 
attempt  to  keep  it  back  for  one  hour  or 
twenty-four  hours?  What  we  are  doingwill 
be  fully  criticised  throughout  the  country. 
The  public  have  a  right  to  this  informa¬ 
tion  at  the  earliest  moment,  and  it  is 
almost  reducing  our  proceedings  to  a  farce 
to  withhold  the  knowledge  after  the  re¬ 
ports  have  finally  left  the  committees.  It  is 
far  better  to  give  the  press  a  fair  and  true 
copy  of  the  report  than  to  have  a  garbled 
edition  published  in  Tuesday’s  or  Wed¬ 
nesday’s  papers.  I  think  that  if  that  idea 
is  embodied  in  the  motion  it  will  meet 
with  the  approval  of  hon.  members  here. 
I  am  quite  certain  unless  we  do  that 
people  out  of  doors  will  say  that  by  our 
[Mr.  Abbott 


action  wo  are  depriving  them  of  the  right 
of  knowing  what  we  are  doing  to  the  fullest 
possible  extent. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  As  regards 
the  confidential  circulation  of  the  report  at 
any  reasonable  time  before  Tuesday,  I  en¬ 
tirely  agree  with  the  suggestion  ;  but  as  re¬ 
gards  its  publication  in  the  press,  I  think 
my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Dibbs,  forgets  that  pro¬ 
bably  wdien  the  committees  present  their 
reports  they  would  like  to  give  a  short 
explanation  of  the  reasons  for  the  con¬ 
clusions  at  w^hich  they  have  arrived  before 
submitting  tlieir  reports  baldly  to  be  com¬ 
mented  upon  by  others.  I  think  it  is  only 
a  reasonable  thing  that  the  committees, 
through  their  chairmen,  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  their  reasons 
before  their  reports  are  made  matters  of 
public  comment. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  think  that  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  cogency  in  what  has  been 
said  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John  Downer. 
Any  measure  which  is  brought  up  by  a 
committee  and  laid  before  the  public  with¬ 
out  such  explanation  as  the  committee  will 
undoubtedly  give  at  the  hands  of  their 
chairman  is  liable  to  misconstruction. 
Moreover,  we  are  proceeding  according  to 
the  rules  of  Parliament.  Certainly  our 
standing  order  applies  only  to  debates,  but 
by  analogy  we  are  proceeding  in  all  re¬ 
spects,  I  hope,  according  to  the  rules  of 
Parliament,  and  it  w^ould  be  an  unheard- 
of  thing  that  a  committee  instructed  to 
report  should  place  their  report  in  the 
hands  of  members,  and  so  necessarily  in  the 
hands  of  the  public,  because  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  last  two  or  three  daysshows  that 
the  two  things  are  one  and  thesame,  to  some 
intents  and  purposes  at  any  rate.  It  would 
be  a  mistake  that  these  reports  should  be 
handed  about  at  all  until  the  committees 
come  forward  in  an  authoritative  w^ay  and 
explain  the  reasons  for  adopting  the  con¬ 
clusions  at  which  they  have  arrived.  I  am 
sure  it  will  not  do  hon.  members  any  good 


Federal  ConstltiUion : 


Adjournment. 


515 


[24  March,  1891.] 


to  have  the  report  put  in  tlieir  hands,  not 
being  themselves  cognisant  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  tlio  committee  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  conclusions  were  arrived  at, 
until  the  various  reasons  which  actuated 
the  committee  one  way  or  the  other  are 
fully  explained.  That  will  be  done  when 
the  bill  is  introduced,  and  no  doubt  a 
statement  will  be  made  wiien  a  report  is 
brought  up  by  the  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  I  think  we  might  well,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  adhering  to  a  rule  which  has  worked 
out  well,  and  which  is  the  result  of  long 
experience,  possess  ourselves  in  patience 
until  we  in  the  ordinary  and  proper  way 
get  the  reports  of  the  comnattees.  That 
can  be  done,  wo  are  assured,  by  Tuesday 
next.  I  am  quite  sure  the  President  can 
scarcely  know,  unless  this  debate  develops 
the  sense  of  the  Convention  as  a  sort  of 
instruction  to  him,  what  to  do  with  the 
report  when  it  reaches  him.  He  will  not 
know  whether  he  ought  to  have  the  report 
printed  and  circulated  amongst  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  or  whether  he  ought  to  wait  until 
the  committees,  through  their  chairmen, 
move  the  adoption  of  the  reports.  I 
think  he  Ls  entitled  to  have  the  sense 
of  the  Convention  on  that  point.  I 
would  suggest  that  unless  grave  reason 
can  be  given  for  the  course,  the  ordinary 
parliamentary  procedure  should  not  be  in¬ 
termitted. 

Mr.  J.  FORREST  :  The  only  objection 
I  have  to  the  ordinary  parliamentaiy  pro¬ 
cedure  in  this  instance  is  that  it  will  in¬ 
volve  delay.  ]  f  we  receive  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  adjourn  until  Wednes¬ 
day  or  Thursday,  so  that  hon.  members 
may  consider  the  report  and  bill,  whereas 
if  the  bill  were  ready  on  Saturday  it  might 
be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  members  by  Satur¬ 
day  evening,  thus  giving  them  a  day  or 
two  to  consider  it  before  the  Convention 
rea.ssemblcd.  It  seems  to  me  that  how¬ 
ever  convenient  it  may  be  to  those  gentle¬ 


men  who  are  resident  in  Sydney,  and  who 
arc  able  to  carry  on  their  own  busine.ss  at 
the  same  time  that  they  attend  to  their 
duties  at  this  Convention,  and  to  those 
gentlemen  wdio  can  go  home  and  return  in 
a  day,  to  follow  the  ordinary  parliament¬ 
ary  procedure,  it  will  be  inconvenient  for 
those  who  come  from  a  long  distance. 
Speaking  for  myself,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  remain  here  for  a 
considerable  time,  but  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  service  will  not  permit  of  my  doing 
so.  I  may  say  that  I  and  my  colleagues 
have  taken  our  return  passages  to  Western 
Australia  by  a  steamer  leaving  Adelaide  on 
the  15th  April,  and  that  it  will  be  impos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  remain  here  longer  than 
that. 

^Ir.  Clark  :  The  labours  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  will  be  completed  by  that  time  I 

Mr.  J.  FORREST :  I  think  the  pro¬ 
posal  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton, 
will  cause  seveml  days'  delay.  Of  course 
w-e  all  regret  the  appearance  in  the  press 
of  garbled  reports  of  the  deliberations  of 
the  committee.  At  the  same  time  I  see 
no  reason  whatever  why  the  report  of  the 
committee  should  not  be  submitted  to 
members  of  the  Convention  confidentially 
at  the  earliest  moment.  I  therefore  move : 

That  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Constitutional  Machinery,  so  soon  as  pre¬ 
pared,  be  forwarded  by  the  President  to  the 
delegates  of  this  Convention. 

Mr.  BAKER :  I  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  IMUNRO  :  I  presume  that  this  is 
an  amendment  which  cannot  be  moved 
upon  a  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
Convention  ? 

The  President:  I  have  no  doubt  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Abbott,  will  withdraw 
his  motion  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  ABBOTT  :  I  am  quite  willing  to 
withdraw  my  motion,  although  what  I 
had  moved  w’as  not  that  the  Convention 
do  now  adjourn,  but  that  it  should  at  its 
rising  adjourn  until  Tuesday  next. 
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The  President  :  Before  putting  the 
motion  of  the  lion,  member,  IVIr.  J. 
Forrest,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  sliall  bo 
deemed  in  order  if  I  make  two  or  three 
observations. 

Hon.  Members  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

The  President  :  I  think  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  J.  Forrest,  and  others  who  agree 
with  him,  will  see  at  once  that  if  the 
report  be  not  ready  before  the  end  of  the 
week  it  will  be  impo.ssible  for  it  to  reach 
him  in  Western  Australia,  or  even  in  South 
Australia,  or  in  Yictoria,  in  time  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  before  the  Convention  meets  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  J.  Forrest  :  I  shall  be  here  I 

The  President  :  I  understood  the  hon. 
member’s  first  argument  to  be  this :  that 
the  €0111*36  proposed  by  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Barton,  was  all  very  well  for  pei*sons 
on  the  spot,  but  that  those  at  a  distance 
were  differently  situated.  I  understood 
that  argument  to  imply  that  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  would  be  leaving  Sydney. 

Mr.  J.  Forrest  :  ISTo ! 

The  President  :  If  the  hon.  member 
remains  in  Sydney  that  argument  is  not 
of  much  use.  But  it  would  be  hardly 
proper  for  me  to  say  much  on  that  aspect 
of  the  question.  I  do  wish,  however,  to 
impress  upon  members  of  the  Convention 
that  while  this  proceeding  would  be  very 
irregular  it  would  be  productive  of  scarcely 
any  good  whatever.  It  is  hardly  right  for 
a  report  to  be  considered,  as  proposed, 
until  it  is  produced  in  the  Convention 
with  such  light  as  its  authors  can  throw 
upon  it,  and  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
the  mode  of  proceeding  with  this  report 
and  the  bill  attached  to  it,  when  it  is  forth¬ 
coming,  will  not  be  of  a  character  very 
similar  to  that  of  the  second  reading  and 
consideration  in  detail  of  an  ordinary  bill 
in  Parliament,  and  wdiether,  therefore,  the 
proceedings  will  not  be  of  a  character  that 
would  render  it  extremely  difficult  for  the 


public  to  understand  the  matter  until  it 
has  been,  to  some  extent,  debated  in  the 
Convention.  I  think,  therefore,  that  it 
Avould  be  an  inadvisable  course  on  all 
grounds — quite  irregular,  according  to  the 
proceedings  of  any  legislative  bedy — and 
that  it  would  be  really  productive  of  no 
good.  Beyond  expressing  that  opinion,  I 
have  nothing  further  to  say,  except  that  I 
am  very  glad  the  motion  has  been  made, 
so  that,  if  the  course  of  distribution,  as 
proposed,  be  followed,  it  may  be  under  the 
strict  orders  of  the  Convention. 

Question  proposed. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  agree  with  you,  sir, 
that  the  proposed  course  is  quite  irregular. 
I  may  say  also  that  it  would  be  quite  in¬ 
effective.  I  am  assured  by  delegates  upon 
the  committee,  that  the  time  at  their  dis¬ 
posal  for  the  preparation  of  a  draft  con¬ 
stitution,  and  for  the  submission  of  it  to 
their  own  body,  will  be  quite  short  enough, 
supposing  the  Convention  reas.sembles  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  and  considering  that 
the  holidays  intervene.  If  that  be  so,  of 
what  use  will  it  be  for  us  to  pass  a  reso¬ 
lution  which  is  not  only  contrary  to  tlie 
standing  orders  we  have  already  adopted, 
but  which  in  itself  would  be  ineffective. 

!Mr.  Baker  :  It  is  not  contrary  to  the 
standing  orders  1 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  We  have  agreed  to  be 
guided  by  the  standing  orders  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  those  orders  cei-tainly 
do  not  permit  of  copies  of  bills  being  sent 
to  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  be¬ 
fore  they  are  brought  before  the  house 
itself.  That,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  is  not 
done  by  any  deliberate  body,  and  it  would 
be  contrary  to  all  precedent  to  adopt  the 
course  on  this  occasion.  I  am  as  anxious 
as  i.s  my  hon.  friend,  the  Prime  Ivlinister 
of  Western  Australia,  to  save  time,  and 
I  am  sure  that  the  proposed  course  will 
not  save  time.  But  I  would  like  to 
point  out  to  lion,  members  the  way  in 
which  I  think  it  can  be  saved.  M  hat 
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I  would  suggest  is,  tliat  when  tlie  hill  is 
submitted  to  us  on  Tuesday  afternoon  next 
we  should  thenceforward  make  up  our 
minds  to  refuse  all  entertainment,  and  to 
meet  in  the  evening,  as  well  as  daring  the 
day,  until  we  have  completed  our  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  bill.  Our  whole  atten¬ 
tion  should  be  directed  to  dealing  witli 
the  bill,  and  if  that  be  done  we  shall 
all  get  away  by  tlie  15th  April.  That 
is  the  proper  way  to  proceed — to  let  every¬ 
thing  else  go,  and  when  we  have  got  the 
bill  before  us,  to  pay  attention  to  nothing 
else  until  we  have  done  with  it.  To  carry 
this  motion  would  be  subversive  of  all 
the  rules  and  precedents  of  Parliament.  It 
would  be  absolutely  useless  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  it  would  not  be  right  to  send  a 
copy  of  the  report  or  of  the  bill  to  mem¬ 
bers  before  it  is  submitted  to  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  I  am  as  desirous 
as  any  lion,  member  can  be  to  see  the  report 
as  soon  as  possible.  At  the  same  time  I 
think  w^e  should  be  adopting  a  very  wrong 
course  if  we  ordered  it  to  be  distributed 
before  it  is  presented  to  the  Convention 
in  the  usual  way  as  is  done  in  Parliament. 
There  will  probably  be  a  discussion  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  and  it  will  be  well  to 
have  the  debate,  'which  then  takes  place, 
published  in  the  newspapers  simultane¬ 
ously  ivith  the  report  and  bill.  If  the 
report  be  circulated  before  the  debate 
takes  place  it  is  more  than  likely  that  it 
will  be  published  in  the  newspapers.  The 
newspapers  may  make  adverse  comments 
upon  it,  and  it  would  probably  take  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  for  us  to 
eradicate  the  efiect  'which  such  comments 
will  have  on  the  public  mind.  It  will  be 
far  better  for  us  to  wait  patiently  for  the 
report.  It  should  be  considered  fully  by 
the  committee  before  it  reaches  the  Con¬ 
vention,  and  we  should  not  try  to  hurry 
the  committee  in  any  w’ay  whatever.  Such 
a  course  would  be  far  better  for  every 


member  of  the  Convention.  I  trust  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  J.  Forrest,  will  not 
persevere  with  the  motion. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  If  wo  were  meet¬ 
ing  from  day  to  day  it  would  be  exceed¬ 
ingly  objectionable  for  tlie  report  to  be 
made  public  before  it  was  handed  in  to  the 
Convention ;  but  a.s,  owing  to  the  Easter 
liolidays,  we  propose  to  adjourn  for  a 
week,  it  is  the  height  of  absurdity  to 
imagine  that  if  this  report  be  agreed  to  on 
Saturday  night,  and  the  delegates  remain 
in  Sydney,  the^^  will  be  satisfied  to  wait 
until  Tuesday  to  know  what  that  report 
is.  We  ouglit  to  adhere  to  parliamentary 
practice  as  far  as  we  possibly  can,  and  if 
w^e  were  meeting  every  day  I  should  be 
quite  willing  to  wrait  for  the  report  until  it 
is  presented  to  the  Convention.  But  we 
know  very  ’v\^ell  that  if  the  report  is  agreed 
to  before  Tuesday  no  delegate  will  rest  satis¬ 
fied  until  he  gets  a  copy,  and  the  sooner 
every  member  gets  a  copy  and  the  public 
know  'W'hat  the  report  is  the  better  it  will 
be.  Therefore  I  think  that  my  suggestion, 
which  has  been  supported  by  the  hen. 
member,  Mr.  Dibb.s,  is  really  the  proper 
one.  If  the  report  cannot  be  drawui  up 
before  Tuesday  then  no  harm  will  be  done. 
If  it  is  agi'eed  upon  before  Tuesday,  how¬ 
ever,  it  should  be  handed  to  the  President 
and  copies  furnished  to  members  and  to 
the  presa  The  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Gritiith,  has  not  said  that  immediately  he 
brings  forward  the  bill  on  Tuesday  he  will 
be  prepared  to  explain  it. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  should  be  sorry 
to  do  so  before  members  are  furnished  wdth 
a  copy  of  the  report  itself  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  quite  agree  with 
the  hon.  member  that  itw^ould  not  be  rea¬ 
sonable  to  expect  such  a  thing.  Well,  if 
the  report  is  brought  up  on  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon,  the  press  wdll  publish  it  and  make 
comments  upon  it  before  it  is  considered 
by  tlie  Convention.  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  be  more  convenient  if  the  report 
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were  handed  to  the  press  and  the  public  as 
soon  as  it  was  agreed  upon.  I  agree  that 
until  the  report  is  definitely  agreed  upon 
the  less  said  about  it  the  better;  otherwise 
I  think  we  shall  save  time  by  publishing 
the  report  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  hope 
that  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  J.  Forrest,  will 
withdraw  the  motion.  It  must  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  the  members  of  each  delegation 
are  in  communication  with  their  colleagues. 
I  presume  they  consult  each  other.  I  know 
that  I  consult  my  colleagues  from  time  to 
time — not  only  those  on  the  committee  but 
also  those  who  are  not  on  the  committee. 
If  this  committee  proceeds  as  other  com¬ 
mittees  do  there  will  no  doubt  be  three  or 
four  drafts  of  the  report  submitted  before 
it  is  finally  agreed  upon.  The  nature  of 
these  drafts  will  no  doubt  be  communicated 
to  the  members  of  each  delegation  so  that 
they  will  know  what  is  going  on.  They 
Avill  not  know  the  exact  terms  of  the  final 
report  of  course,  because  no  one  will  know 
that  until  the  report  is  agreed  upon.  I 
do  not  see  any  possibility  of  having  the 
report  drawn  up  in  a  complete  form  before 
Tuesday  next,  unless  indeed  all  the  raem- 
l3ers  of  the  committee  are  willing  to  sit  on 
Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday,  and 
possibly  >S unday. 

M  r.  Lotox  :  Does  the  hon.  member  mean 
the  draft  report  or  bill  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  mean 
the  report  in  the  form  of  a  bill.  The  com¬ 
mittee  wish  to  bring  up  a  bill  that  will  com¬ 
mend  itself  to  the  Convention,  and  that  will 
not  require  verbal  amendment.  It  is  a  case 
in  which  the  more  haste  the  less  speed.  The 
careful  revision  must  be  done  by  a  small 
committee,  not  by  a  large  one.  I  hope  the 
lion,  member  will  withdraw  the  motion,  and, 
as  I  have  pointed  out,  he  can  ascertain  all 
that  it  is  desirable  to  know  by  other  means. 
He  will  know  w  hat  is  going  on,  and  he 
will  be  able  to  make  suggestions  to  his 
colleagues  on  the  committee. 

[6tr  John  Bray. 


Sir  GEORGE  GREY:  Before  the 
motion  is  withdrawn  I  would  like  to  ex¬ 
press  my  owui  opinion  that  I  really  believe 
this  difficulty  has  arisen  entirely  from  the 
rule  laid  down  that  the  committees  should 
be  secretly  conducted.  The  more  I  think 
upon  that  subject  the  more  satisfied  I  am 
that  it  was  a  mistake.  Now,  presuming 
that  the  argument  was  used  that  many 
members  w’ould  be  unwilling  that  the 
crude  ideas  w  hich  they  had  held  should  be 
made  known  to  the  public,  they  having 
altered  them  after  argument  in  the  com¬ 
mittee.  That  very  reason  it  seems  to  me 
would  show  that  we  have  made  a  mistake. 
Again,  an  hon.  member  has  said  that  it  is 
quite  possible,  if  this  report  were  published 
before  being  submitted  to  the  Convention, 
the  press  w^ould  publish  advei-se  comments 
upon  it,  the  eflPect  of  wdiich  we  should 
never  afterw^ards  be  able  to  get  out  of  the 
public  mind,  or,  at  all  events,  not  for  a 
considerable  time.  That  ap{>eared  to  me 
to  be  a  conclusive  argument  against  the 
committees  being  conducted  in  secret ;  for 
if  lion,  members  meeting  in  committee  did 
in  the  first  instance  take  mistaken  views 
upon  a  subject,  and  then  the  reasoning  in 
committee  convinced  them  that  they 
were  wrong,  so  that  they  withdrew  their 
opposition  and  adopted  other  views,  if  that 
were  made  known  to  the  public,  the  public 
would  have  the  same  advantage  of  having 
wrong  views  confuted  by  proper  argument. 
The  public  throughout  the  whole  of  Aus¬ 
tralasia  would  read  those  view^s  on  both 
sides  of  the  question.  The  probability  is 
that  the  particular  wrong  arguments  which 
it  is  anticipated  the  press  would  use  would 
have  been  discussed  in  Committee,  and 
would  have  been  confuted  there  ;  and  the 
press  therefore  would  never  have  instilled 
into  the  public  mind  idea.s  which  members 
of  the  Convention  could  not  afterwards 
eradicate.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  whole 
subject  would  have  been  fairly  discussed, 
as  it  were,  in  the  presence  of  the  wdiole  of 
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New  Zealand  and  Australasia  ;  that  owing 
to  the  telegraphic  comniunication  to  every 
part,  the  whole  public  of  Australasia  might 
really,  as  it  were,  have  sat  in  the  committee ; 
and  would  have  known  every  view  that  had 
been  proposed  ;  that  certain  views  were 
confuted,  and  others  adopted.  Such  infor¬ 
mation  must  have  done  the  greatest  pos¬ 
sible  good  in  educating  the  public  mind 
with  regard  to  their  future  constitution  ; 
and  to  deprive  them  of  an  advantage  of 
that  kind  was  a  true  misfortune  to  the 
public.  Anything  that  might  still  bring 
the  matter  under  discussion  would  be  an 
advantage  to  the  whole  of  Australasia,  to 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  coun¬ 
try;  and  we  should  rather  try  to  promote 
the  spread  of  information  of  that  kind  than 
to  keep  back  most  necessary  information 
to  enable  the  public  to  make  up  their  minds 
ultimately  on  the  form  of  the  constitution 
recommended  for  their  adoption.  All  in¬ 
formation  which  could  enable  them  to  do 
that  should  be  freely  and  fully  given  now, 
as  it  ought  to  have  been  from  the  first. 

Mr.  J.  Forrest  :  As  it  appears  that 
the  members  of  the  committees  may  com¬ 
municate  freely  with  their  colleagues,  my 
point  will  be  gained  in  another  w^ay,  and 
therefore,  as  it  appears  to  be  the  wish  of 
hon.  members  that  the  motion  should  not 
be  put  I  desire  to  withdraw  it. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Abbott)  agreed  to  : 

That  the  Convention  at  its  rising  do  adjourn 
until  Tuesday  next  at  2  30  p.m. 

Convention  adjourned  at  1 1  *57  a.  m. 


TUESDAY,  31  MARCH,  1S9L 


Address  —  Death  of  a  Dcleprate  —  Report:  Constitutional 
Coniinittoe  —  Coumiouwoalth  of  Australia  Bill— Ad¬ 
journment. 


The  PuESiDEXT  took  the  chair  at  3  *30  p.  m. 


ADDRESS. 

The  following  address  was  read  by  the 
secretary  : — 

To  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  G.C.M.G.,  President,  and 
the  hon.  members  of  the  Federal  Conven¬ 
tion. 

May  it  please  tlie  members  of  your  honorable 
Convention  : — 

We,  the  members  of  the  United  Licensed 
Victuallers’  Association  of  New  South  Wales, 
approach  your  honorable  Convention  with  senti¬ 
ments  of  the  deep>est  respect. 

We  desire  to  give  expression  to  our  sincere 
congratulations  upon  the  assembly  in  Sydney  of 
a  body  of  such  eminent  statesmen  to  consider 
questions  so  fraught  with  momentous  issues  to 
the  Australian  nation  as  are  involved  in  the 
great  work  of  federation. 

We  also  express  a  hope  that,  whatever  deci¬ 
sions  may  be  arrived  at  by  your  honorable  Con¬ 
vention,  they  will  be  designed  for  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  the  people  of  the  wliole  of  the  colonies ; 
and  that  from  the  foundation  being  laid  to-day 
there  may  arise  a  superstructure  which  shall 
give  practical  effect  to  the  now'  historic  aspii*a- 
tion — one  people,  one  destiny. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  United 
Licensed  Victuallers’  Association  of  New  South 
Wales  : 

Frederick  Albert  Allen,  President. 

J.  H.  Hunt,  Vice-President. 

J.  H.  Keary,  Vice-President. 

JAME.S  H.  Rain  FORD,  Vice-President. 

James  P.  Kavanagh,  Vice-President. 

F.  F.  Sweeney,  Treasurer. 

F.  Bevill,  General  Secretary. 

DEATH  OF  A  DELEGATE. 

Mr.  McMILLAN  :  I  am  sure  it  must 
be  a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  Convention  that,  after  the  short 
adjournment  which  w'e  have  made,  upon 
reopening  the  proceedings  Nve  are  over¬ 
shadowed  by  the  sorrow  of  the  death  of 
one  of  the  ablest  men  in  our  midst,  the 
Hon.  John  Murtagh  IMacrossan.  It  is  not 
likely  that  I  can  speak  in  as  full  terms  of 
the  hon.  member  whose  death  we  deplore 
as  many  who  have  know  n  him  for  years, 
and  to  w’hose  particular  colony  he  belonged; 
but  I  bad  the  great  pleasuio  and  honor 
of  making  Mr.  Macrossan’s  acquaintance 
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twelve  months  ago  at  the  federation  confer¬ 
ence  in  Alelbourne,  and  there  all  of  us 
who  came  into  contact  with  him  knew 
that  we  had  one  of  the  superior  minds  of 
Australia  in  our  midst.  We  knew  from 
the  words  which  he  uttered  that  he  was  a 
man  of  great  thought  and  of  comprehen¬ 
sive  reading ;  and,  as  a  debater,  for  pre¬ 
ciseness  of  utterance,  for  putting  into 
the  smallest  possible  compass  the  largest 
body  of  ideas,  I  should  say  be  had  pro¬ 
bably  no  superior  in  Australasia.  His 
health  had  been  failing  for  some  con¬ 
siderable  time.  Those  who  saw  him  at 
Hobart  three  months  ago  must  have 
seen  that  he  was  working  up  under  a 
high  sense  of  duty  against  physical  infir¬ 
mities,  and  probably  if  he  had  consulted 
his  own  health  he  would  Lave  remained  in 
Queensland  during  the  sittings  of  this  Con¬ 
vention.  But  he  was  a  man  of  simple 
piety — I  use  the  word  in  the  highest  sense 
— with  a  high  sense  of  honor  and  duty, 
and  he  came  here  to  give  the  last  few 
hours  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
adopted  country.  I  have,  therefore,  a 
sorrowful  pleasure  in  moving 

That  the  members  of  this  Convention  desire 
to  record  the  expression  of  their  deep  regret  at 
the  death  of  the  Hon.  John  Murtagh  Macrossan, 
one  of  the  delegates  from  Queensland,  and  their 
mournfiil  sense  of  the  great  loss  which  the  Con¬ 
vention,  and  the  whole  of  Australia,  has  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  sad  event. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  As  a  re¬ 
presentative  of  Queensland,  I  desire  to 
express,  on  behalf  of  that  colony,  my  sense 
of  the  deep  loss  which  it,  as  w'ell  as  Aus¬ 
tralia,  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
IMacrossan.  I  have  had  the  advantage  of 
liis  acquaintance  for  many  years.  For,  I 
think,  more  than  seventeen  years  we  sat 
in  thesame  house  of  parliament,  and  during 
nearly  the  whole  of  that  time  we  were  op¬ 
posed  to  one  another  in  local  politics.  The 
opposition  sometimes,  as  xvill  happen,  be¬ 
came  strong  and  even  bitter,  but  tlie  result 
of  those  long  years  of  experience  has  been 
[J/r.  McMillan, 


that  there  was  no  man  in  the  colony  of 
Queensland  for  whom  I  entertained  a 
higher  regard  a.s  an  honorable  opponent 
and  a  true  servant  of  his  country.  Apart 
frommatteT*s  of  local  politicsor  such  matters 
as  divide  men  who  otherwise  would  be  to¬ 
gether,  he  was  one  of  those  men  on  whom 
you  could  always  count  when  tlie  higher 
interests  of  the  country  were  at  stake.  You 
always  knew  where  to  find  him,  and  that 
he  would  he  fighting  on  the  right  side. 
Such  men  are  not  too  numerous,  and  liis 
loss  is  much  to  be  deplored.  On  the  sub¬ 
ject  on  which  we  are  now  met — the  federa¬ 
tion  of  Australia — I  believe  no  man  in  Aus¬ 
tralia  liad  a  wider  knowledge  or  a  clearer 
sense  of  the  work  to  he  done.  He  had 
studied  the  subject  profoundly,  and  sin¬ 
cerely  believed  in  the  cause  of  federation ; 
indeed,  I  am  satisfied  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  his  high  sense  of  duty,  to  which 
thehon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  referred, 
and  which  impelled  him  to  be  present  with 
us  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  he  migJit  still 
have  been  spared  to  Australia  for  some 
time.  The  death  of  such  men  is  a  national 
loss,  and  Mr.  Macrossan^s  death  wdll  be  so 
felt  in  Queensland.  I  hope  those  of  us 
who  remain  behind  may  be  actuated  by  the 
same  high  sense  of  duty  as  always  actuated 
him  in  his  public  life. 

Sir  PATRICK  JENNIXGS  :  It  is  not 
witliout  feelings  of  emotion  that  I  rise  to 
say  a  word  or  two  in  honor  of  the  memory 
of  a  great  and  good  man,  who  Las  passed 
away  from  us  in  the  execution  of  his  duty 
to  his  country.  I  had  an  acquaintance 
which  ripened  into  friendship  with  that 
lion,  gentleman  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
I  watched  his  career,  and  I  formed  an  in¬ 
timacy  with  him  based  upon  that  acquaint¬ 
ance  ;  and  never  in  the  whole  course  of 
my  experience  and  dealings  with  men, 
have  I  met  a  more  honorable,  truthful, 
upright,  and  patriotic  man  than  the  late 
John  Murtagh  IMacrossan.  I  am  glad 
that  the  Premier  of  Queensland  has  come 


Constitutional  Committee,  [31  March,  Commonv^ealth  of  Australia.  521 


forward  to  testify  his  sense  of  the  loss 
which  the  colony  which  ho  represents  will 
have  to  endure  in  the  death  of  such  a 
man.  No  more  valuable  testimony  to  the 
worth  of  Mr.  Macrossaii  could  be  offered 
than  that  given  by  one  who  was  for 
so  many  years  a  political  opponent.  I 
believe  that,  in  coming  to  the  Convention, 
he  was  so  strongly  actuated  by  a  sense  of 
public  duty  that,  altliough  he  knew  his 
health  was  failing  from  day  to  day,  he  cast 
aside  every  consideration  for  the  further¬ 
ance  of  what  he  thought  was  and  ought  to 
be  the  noblest  aim  of  every  Australian 
citizen  and  patriot — the  cause  of  the  fed¬ 
eration  of  Australasia.  I  am  sure  we  shall 
all  miss  him  in  our  deliberations  ;  and  the 
placing  on  record  of  this  little  tribute  to  his 
memory  will  be  a  graceful  act  which  will 
be  appreciated  by  those  who  survive  him. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Resolved  (motion  by  Mr.  Mc^Iillan)  .• 

That  a  copy  of  the  resolution  be  sent  to  the 
widow  of  the  late  John  Murtagh  Macrossan, 
Es<piire. 

REPORT :  CONSTITUTIONAL 
COMMITTEE. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  have  the 
honor  to  bring  up  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Constitutional  IMachinery  and 
Distribution  of  Functions  and  Powers,  to¬ 
gether  with  appendices.  I  move  : 

Tliat  the  report  and  appendices  be  printed. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA  BILL. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  With  the 
permission  of  the  Convention  I  should  like 
to  move,  without  notice  : 

That  the  draft  l>ill  to  constitute  the  common¬ 
wealth  of  Australia,  brought  up  by  the  Consti¬ 
tutional  Committee,  be  referred  for  considera¬ 
tion  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Convention. 

If  I  am  allowed  to  submit  that  motion,  I 
propose,  by  the  desire  of  the  committee,  to 
make  a  few  observations  which  may  assist 
hon.  gentlemen  in  following  tlie  bill  when 
they  come  to  read  it. 


The  President  :  As  there  is  no  objec¬ 
tion,  I  assume  that  the  Convention  gives 
its  unanimous  assent. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Constitutional  Functions  were 
directed  to  prepare  a  bill  to  establisli  the 
federation  of  Australia.  They  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  perform  that  duty,  and  they 
have  framed  a  bill  which  forms  appen¬ 
dix  A  to  the  report  just  submitted.  In 
framing  it  the  committee  bad  the  advantage 
of  having  received  the  reports  of  the  other 
two  committees — on  Finance  and  on  Judi¬ 
ciary — to  which  they  have  given  their 
most  careful  attention.  I  propose  now, 
as  briefly  as  I  may,  to  offer  a  few'  observa¬ 
tions  on  the  bill,  and  to  call  attention 
to  some  of  those  matters  which  may  be 
new  to  the  members  of  the  Convention 
who  were  not  on  the  committee,  and  also 
to  briefly  indicate  why  we  have  chosen  one 
of  several  possible  courses  when  called  upon 
to  make  a  cl  mice.  First,  sir,  as  to  the 
frame  of  the  bill.  The  bill  must  neces¬ 
sarily  be  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  but  it  occurred  to  us 
that  the  constitution  of  the  federation 
should  be  a  document  by  itself.  If  the 
federation  is  established  it  will  be  an  his¬ 
toric  document,  and  w'e  thought  that  it 
w'ould  be  just  as  w^ell  that  it  should  be 
complete  in  itself.  We  have,  therefore, 
framed  this  bill  as  a  bill  to  be  introduced 
into  the  Parliament  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  constituting  the  commonwealth  and 
declaring  the  constitution,the  constitution 
— which  may  be  called  a  schedule,  if  you 
please — standing  as  a  separate  part  of  the 
bill.  The  name  that  the  committee  selec¬ 
ted  for  the  federation  w’as,  The  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Australia.”  It  is  not  necessary, 
I  think,  to  give  any  special  reasons  wdiy 
that  name  was  selected. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Yes  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  is  no 
doubt  new'  to  .some  hon.  members ;  but  I 
think  they  will  find,  as  I  myself  found, 
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that,  after  being  accustomed  to  it  for  two  or 
three  days,  it  will  come  to  be  regarded  as 
the  most  natural  and  proper  name.  AVe 
are,  I  believe,  about  to  establish  a  great 
commonwealth  in  Australia  under  the 
Crown,  and,  that  being  so,  there  is  no  rea¬ 
son  why  we  should  not  call  it  by  that 
name.  I  am  merely  indicating  the  argu¬ 
ments  that  prevailed  in  the  committee.  Of 
course,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  ill  a  matter  of  this  sort,  involving 
so  many  points  of  difficulty,  the  commit¬ 
tee  were  unanimous  on  all  points.  That 
is  a  thing  that  could  not  possibly  happen, 
I  suppose.  The  committee  have  brought 
up  the  bill  collectively,  reserving  their 
right  as  individual  membei's  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  to  dissent  from  and  to  express 
their  dissent  from  such  provisions  as 
they  think  are  not  -wise,  or  for  which  they 
think  others  may  be  substituted  with  ad¬ 
vantage.  I  think  that  I  need  not  trouble 
the  Convention  wdth  any  reference  to  the 
few-  clauses  which  are  the  enacting  clauses 
of  the  bill  proposed  to  be  passed  by  the 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom.  There 
are  only  seven,  'svith  an  eighth  saying 
that  “  the  constitution  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  shall  be  as  follows”  ;  and  in  order 
to  facilitate  reference  in  the  future — I  hope 
a  long  future — it  is  divided  into  chapters  : 
First,  the  legislature ;  second,  the  executive 
governn:ient ;  third,  the  federal  judicature; 
fourth,  finance  and  trade ;  fiftli,  the  states ; 
sixth,  new  states  ;  seventh,  miscellaneous 
provisions  ;  and,  eiglith,  amendment  of  the 
constitution.  It  is  proposed  that  the  legis¬ 
lative  powers  of  the  commonwealth  shall  be 
vested  in  a  parliament  consisting  of  the 
Queen,  a  senate,  and  a  house  of  representa¬ 
tives.  Those  are  the  names  wffiich,  after  full 
discussion  in  committee,  we  adopted  forsub- 
mission  to  the  Convention.  With  respect 
to  the  salary  of  the  governor-general,  it 
is  proposed  that  it  shall  not  be  less  than 
.£10,000  per  annum,  the  parliament  having 
power  to  alter  it  in  other  respects,  as  they 
[Sir  Samuel  Griffith. 


think  fit,  but  not  to  reduce  it  below  that 
amount.  As  to  the  constitution  of  the 
senate  the  committee  have  ventured  to 
depart — and  I  hope  they  will  be  pardoned 
for  departing — from  the  strict  letter  of 
the  instructions  conveyed  in  the  resolu¬ 
tions  adopted  by  the  Convention.  In¬ 
stead  of  providing  for  the  retirement  of 
an  equal  third  every  two  years,  they  pro¬ 
pose  that  the  number  of  members  shall  be 
eight  from  each  state,  and  that  half  of 
them  shall  retire  every  three  years.  One 
reason,  I  think  I  may  indicate  now,  which 
prevailed  with  many  membei's  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  was,  that,  as  the  duration  of  the 
parliaments  of  the  colonies  does  not  exceed 
three  years,  by  that  means  no  parliament 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  make  two 
elections  of  senators.  If  they  had,  it  might 
happen  that  in  some  states,  at  any  rate, 
two-thirds  of  the  senators  would  be  chosen 
by  one  parliament,  and  half  of  these  just  as 
that  parliament  w^as  ceasing  to  exist.  It  is 
proposed  that  they  shall  be  directly  chosen 
by  the  houses  of  the  parliament — that  is 
to  say,  that  the  members  of  the  houses 
shall  themselves  directly  choose  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  senate.  The  manner  in  which 
they  shall  exercise  that  power  we  propose 
to  leave  to  them  until  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  makes  a  uniform  provision, 
which  we  propose  they  shall  do  if  they 
think  fit.  The  term  for  wdiich  senators 
are  to  be  chosen  is  six  years — the  first 
senators  to  be  divided  into  two  classes  by 
lot,  one  set  to  go  out  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  the  other  remaining  in  office  for  the 
full  six  years.  With  respect  to  the  quali¬ 
fication  of  senators,  the  only  one  necessary 
to  call  attention  to  is  tliat  they  must  have 
been  residents  of  that  wdiich  forms  part 
of  the  commonwealth  at  the  time  of  elec¬ 
tion  for  a  period  of  at  least  five  years, 
so  as  to  ensure  that  no  novices  in  the 
affairs  of  Australia  shall  take  part  in  the 
senate.  Ko  such  restriction  is  projio.sed 
in  respect  of  the  hou.se  of  representatives. 
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It  is  proposed  that  the  in  embers  of  that 
house  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years 
by  the  people  of  each  state  according  to 
the  number  of  its  population,  and  that, 
until  other  provision  is  made  by  the  par¬ 
liament  of  the  commonwealth,  each  state 
shall  have  one  representative  for  every 
30,000  people,  with  n  proviso  that  the 
minimum  for  any  existing  colony  shall  be 
four  members.  With  respect  to  the  quali¬ 
fication  of  the  electors — a  subject  discussed 
in  this  Convention — the  proposal  of  the 
committee  is  that  it  shall  be  the  same  as 
that  for  the  electors  for  the  more  numerous 
branch  of  the  parliament  of  each  state.  I 
have  used  the  word  ‘‘  state.”  I  should 
liave  earlier  pointed  out  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  propose  to  use  the  word  ‘‘  state  ”  to 
indicate  the  component  parts  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth.  Three  names  have  been  sug¬ 
gested  for  those  component  parts,  namely, 
colony,”  the  present  name  of  most  of* 
them,  ‘‘province,”  the  name  adopted  by 
South  Australia,  and  the  other  term  “state,” 
which,  on  consideration,  the  majority,  at 
any  rate,  of  the  committee  thought  was  a 
higher  term  and  would  more  properly  indi¬ 
cate  the  nature  and  functions  of  the  entity 
of  which  we  are  speaking.  We,  therefore, 
adopted  the  word  “  state  ”  as  di.stiugui.shed 
from  “commonwealth.”  I  liave  pointed 
out  the  qualifications  of  the  electors.  We 
did  not  see  our  way  to  provide  for  a  uni¬ 
form  qualification  in  all  cases.  That  would 
have  involved  a  complete  and  elaborate 
electoral  system,  and  it  might  have  been 
suggested  that  it  would  interfere  too  much 
with  the  internal  affairs  of  the  states  them¬ 
selves.  It  is  provided  also  that  in  any 
state  where  there  is  a  race  of  people  not 
admitted  to  a  share  in  the  representa¬ 
tion  there,  it  shall  not  be  counted  in 
reckoning  the  number  of  members  to  be 
elected  to  the  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth.  Provision  is  made  for  a  periodi¬ 
cal  apportionment  of  the  representation  of 
the  different  states  after  each  census,  but 


not  to  take  effect  during  the  existing  par¬ 
liament,  and  for  either  an  increase  or  a 
diminution  of  the  number  of  members  of 
the  parliament  of  the  federal  common¬ 
wealth  by  that  parliament,  but  so  as  not 
to  interfere  with  the  proportion  of  repre¬ 
sentation  prescribed  by  the  constitution. 
Tliere  are,  of  course,  many  formal  matters 
relating  to  both  houses,  such  as  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  president  and  speaker,  disqualifi¬ 
cations,  the  issue  of  writs,  elections,  and 
so  on,  with  which  I  shall  not  on  this  occa¬ 
sion  trouble  the  Convention.  It  is  pro¬ 
vided,  then,  that  each  member  of  either 
house  shall  have  an  annual  allowance  for 
his  services,  which  is  proposed  to  be  fixed 
in  the  meantime  at  £500  a  year.  The 
ordinary  disqualifications  are  inserted  as  to 
members  holding  offices  of  profit,  with  the 
exception  of  ininistei's  of  the  Crown,  or 
becoming  public  contractors  and  other 
similar  provisions.  Having  dealt  with 
the  constitution  of  the  two  houses,  we  then 
had  to  deal  with  the  legislative  powers 
of  the  parliament.  Tliis  subject  occupied 
much  of  the  time  of  the  committee,  and 
will,  I  am  sure,  receive  most  careful  atten¬ 
tion  and  consideration  from  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  as  it  will  from  the  people  of  the 
different  states,  because  the  powere  given 
to  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth 
are  proposed  to  be  powers  paramount  over 
those  of  the  states.  It  is,  therefore,  very 
necessary,  bearing  in  mind  the  original 
limitation  in  the  first  of  the  resolutions 
which  you,  sir,  moved  in  the  Convention, 
to  see  that  we  do  not  exceed  that  limit, 
and  do  not  propose  to  tmnsfer  from  a 
state  parliament  to  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  any  power  which  can  be 
better  exercised  by  the  state  parliament, 
or  the  exercise  of  which  by  the  parliament 
of  the  commonwealth  is  not  necessary  for 
its  good  order  and  government.  TJiat  is 
tlie  rule  which  we  have  had  before  us, 
and  how  far  we  have  succeeded  in  making 
the  division  of  coui'se  is  a  matter  upon 
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'which  the  Convention  and  the  public  will 
express  their  opinion.  I  propose  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  some  of  the  powers,  not  to  all, 
in  the  list.  iMany  of  them  require,  I  think, 
scarcely  any  comment;  they  will  be  admitted 
as  being  powers  which  ought  to  be  within 
the  province  of  an}’’  federal  legislature  : 

1.  The  regulation  of  trade  and  commerce  with 
other  countries,  and  among  the  several  states  ; 

2.  Customs  and  excise  and  bounties,  but  so  that 
duties  of  customs  and  excise  and  bounties  shall 
be  uniform  throughout  the  commonwealth,  and 
that  no  tax  or  duty  shall  be  imposed  on  any 
goods  exported  from  one  state  to  another  ; 

3.  Raising  money  by  any  other  mode  or  system 
of  taxation  ;  but  so  that  all  such  taxation  shall 
be  uniform  throughout  the  common\vealth  ; 

4.  Borrowing  money  on  the  public  credit  of  the 
common w'ealth  ; 

5.  Postal  and  telegraphic  services  ; 

6.  The  military  and  naval  defence  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  and  the  several  states. 

Then  there  are  matter's  which  may,  per¬ 
haps,  be  considered  as  a  fuller  enumeration 
of  the  subject  of  trade  and  commerce,  such 
as  navigation,  fisheries,  census,  and  what 
may  be  called  generally  mercantile  law.  It 
is  also  proposed  to  give  to  the  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth  power  to  deal  with  the 
subjects  of  natui'alisation  of  aliens,  mar¬ 
riage  and  divorce,  immigration  and  emigra¬ 
tion,  the  influx  of  criminals,  external 
affair's  and  treaties,  and  the  relations  of  the 
commonwealth  to  the  islands  of  the  Pacific. 
All  these  matters,  I  think,  require  no  com¬ 
ment — at  any  rate,  not  at  the  present 
moment.  Another  power  to  which  I  would 
call  special  attention  is  No.  27,  which  reads 
as  follows ; — 

River  navigation  with  respect  to  the  common 
purposes  of  two  or  more  states  or  parts  of  tlie 
commonwealth. 

That  is  a  matter  which  requires  careful 
consideration,  and  which  receiv'ed  careful 
consideration  from  the  committee,  wdro 
chose  these  words  as  best  indicating  the 
precise  object  intended.  Another,  perhaps, 
someNvhat  novel  subject  is  : 

The  control  of  railways  with  respect  to  trans¬ 
port  for  the  purposes  of  the  commonwealth. 

[Sir  Samuel  Griffith. 


Of  course  it  is  necessary  for  the  purposes 
of  the  commonwealth  that  it  should  have 
the  control  over  all  means  of  communica¬ 
tion.  Anotlier  provision  to  which  I  desire 
to  call  special  attention  is  No.  30,  which 
reads  thus  : 

The  exercise  witliin  the  commonwealth,  at  the 
request  or  with  the  concurrence  of  the  parlia¬ 
ments  of  all  the  states  concerned,  of  any  legis¬ 
lative  powers  with  respect  to  the  affairs  of  the 
territory  of  the  commonwealth,  or  any  part  of  it, 
which  can  at  the  date  of  the  establishment  of 
this  constitution  he  exercised  only  by  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Kingdom  or  by  the  Federal 
Council  of  Australasia,  but  always  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  this  constitution. 

We  are  aware,  sir,  that  there  are  many 
things  now  upon  which  tlie  legislatures  and 
governments  of  the  several  Australian 
colonies  may  agree,  and  upon  whicli  they 
may  desire  to  see  a  law  established;  but  we 
are  obliged,  if  we  want  that  law  made,  to 
go  to  the  Parliament  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  and  ask  them  to  be  good  enough  to 
make  the  law  for  us  ;  and  when  it  is  made 
WG  will  obey  it.  I  contend,  for  myself,  as 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  saying  before, 
that  after  the  federal  parliament  is  estab¬ 
lished  anything  whicli  the  legislatures  of 
Australia  w'ant  done  in  the  way  of  legisla¬ 
tion  should  be  done  within  Australia,  and 
the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  should 
have  that  power.  It  is  not  proposed  by 
this  provision  to  enable  the  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth  to  interfere  with  the 
state  legislatures ;  but  only,  when  the  state 
legislatures  agree  in  requesting  such  legis¬ 
lation,  to  pass  it,  so  that  there  shall  be  no 
longer  any  necessity  to  have  recourse  to  a 
parliament  beyond  our  own  sliores  when 
once  this  constitution  has  been  passed  by 
the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
With  re.spect  to  these  subjects,  it  is  not 
proposed  to  give  tlie  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  exclusive  jurisdiction;  they 
will  have  paramount  jurisdiction  ;  but 
it  is  proposed  that,  until  they  exercise 
tho.se  powers,  the  existing  law.s  shall  remain 
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in  force,  and  tliat,  until  they  choose  to 
make  laws  to  the  contrary,  the  state  legis¬ 
latures  may  go  on  exercising  their  existing 
powers.  It  is  only  when  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  conies  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
necessary  to  make  laws  on  those  matters 
that  the  powers  of  the  states  will  be  ex¬ 
cluded,  and  then  only  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  federal  legislature  chooses  to 
exercise  its  functions.  In  addition  to  the 
powers  to  be  exercised  in  that  way,  not  in¬ 
terfering  with  the  existing  riglits  of  states 
until  the  federal  legislature  thinks  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  do  so,  it  is  proposed  to  give  some 
exclusive  powers  to  the  legislature  of  the 
commonwealth.  One  of  them  is  to  deal 
wdtli 

the  affairs  of  people  of  any  race  with  respect 
to  whom  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  make  special 
laws  not  applicable  to  the  general  community  ; 
but  so  tliat  this  power  shall  not  extend  to 
authorise  legislation  with  respect  to  the  ab¬ 
original  native  race  in  Australia  and  the  Maori 
race  in  New  Zealand. 

I  am  sorry  that  my  late  colleague  and  co¬ 
delegate  for  Queensland,  Mr.  Macrossan, 
is  not  here  to  express  his  opinion  on  that 
proposal.  I  am  satisfied,  notwithstanding 
that  during  all  his  political  career  he  was 
a  representative  of  northern  constituencies 
in  Queensland — constituencies  where  the 
question  of  black  labour  was  a  burning 
one — that  he  would  have  most  cordially 
supported  the  proposal,  and  w^ould  have 
insisted  upon  the  necessity  of  that  powder 
being  given  to  the  legislature  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  Australia,  and  not  to  the 
legislature  of  any  particular  state,  because 
the  introduction  of  an  alien  race  in  con¬ 
siderable  numbers  into  any  part  of  the 
commonwealth  is  a  danger  to  the  whole  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  upon  that  matter 
the  commonwealth  should  sjieak,  and  the 
commonwealth  alone. 

Mr.  Donaldson  :  ]\Ir.  Macrossan  ex¬ 
pressed  himself  to  that  effect  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Yes,  in 
Brisbane.  The  next  subject  of  exclusive 


power  relates  to  the  government  of  any 
territory  which  may,  by  the  surrender  of 
any  state  or  states,  and  the  acceptance  of 
the  parliament,  become  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  commonwealth.  I  need  say 
nothing  about  that  subject.  The  next  sub¬ 
ject  relates  to  departments  of  government 
which  are  to  be  taken  over  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  commonwealth.  As  soon  as  the 
parliament  of  the  commonwealth  takes  over 
these  departments,  it  must  alone liave power 
to  control  them;  but  hon.  members  will  find 
later  on  a  provision  continuing  all  the  exist¬ 
ing  laws  of  the  colonies  on  that  subject  until 
such  laws  are  made  by  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment.  Then  there  is  a  formal  enumeration 
of  “such  other  matters  as  are  by  this  con¬ 
stitution  declared  to  be  within  the  exclu¬ 
sive  powers  of  the  parliament.'’  That  may 
be  said  to  be  a  clumsy  w^ay  of  doing  things; 
but  it  was  found  to  be  impracticable  to  do 
it  in  any  other  way.  Before  I  pass  from  the 
subject  of  pow'ers,  I  may  mention  a  subject 
wdiich  was  anxiously  considered  by  the  com¬ 
mittee —  namely,  whether  having  enume¬ 
rated  so  many  powers,  which  some  people 
may  say  are  to  take  away  the  autonomy  of 
the  several  legislatures,  we  ought  not  on 
the  other  hand  to  have  done  as  they  did  in 
Canada,  and  enumerated  the  subjects  wdiich 
are  left  to  the  state  legislatures.  It  would 
have  been,  to  begin  with,  unscientific,  and, 
in  the  second  place,  it  would  have  been  impos¬ 
sible,  because  I  do  not  think  that  anybody 
could  attempt  to  enumerate  them  all.  But 
I  will  take  this  opportunity  of  just  men¬ 
tioning  a  few-  of  the  subjects  wdiich  are  left, 
for  the  benefit  of  those  wdio  think  that  this 
Convention  has  some  sinister  object  or  de¬ 
sires  in  some  sinister  way  to  deprive  the 
state  legislatures  of  their  autonomy.  Their 
constitutions,  tlie  borrowing  of  money,  the 
complete  control  of  the  government  of  the 
state,  all  the  law's  relating  to  property  and 
civil  rights,  the  wholesubjectof  publiclands 
and  mines,  registration  of  titles,  education, 
criminal  law  and  its  enforcement,  hospitals 
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and  such  inattei*s,  all  local  works  and  under¬ 
takings,  municipal  institutions,  imposition 
of  licenses,  the  administration  of  justice, 
both  criminal  and  civil,  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  courts,  and  an  absolute  power  to 
dispose  of  their  revenue  in  any  way  they 
think  fit — these  are  some  of  the  subjects, 
and  if  they  are  not  enough  for  a  state  to 
exercise  its  functions  upon,  then  the  state 
must  be  very  eager  to  do  a  lot  of  work.  I 
will  venture  to  ask  any  member  of  the 
Convention,  or  any  person  who  thinks  that 
by  this  scheme  too  much  is  taken  from 
the  state  legislatures,  to  take  up  any  volume 
of  the  statutes  of  the  state  legislatures,  and 
see  liow  few  of  those  statutes  deal  with 
subjects  with  respect  to  which  powers  are 
taken  from  the  states.  Having  dealt  gener¬ 
ally  with  that  branch  of  the  subject,  the 
committee  had  next  to  consider  the  vexed 
question  of  money  bills.  As  to  that,  I  do 
not  think  it  is  likely  that  any  scheme  will  be 
propounded  that  will  satisfy  everybody ; 
but  the  committee  have  proposed  a  method 
of  dealing  with  money  bills,  which  they,  or 
at  least  a  majority  of  them,  submit  with 
considerable  confidence.  W e  recognise  that 
in  a  federation  the  laws — and  the  laws 
afiecting  money  as  well  as  others — must 
be  passed  by  the  consent  of  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  tbe  commonwealth  and  also 
with  the  consentof  a  majority  of  the  states ; 
but  it  must  also  be  recognised  that  if 
both  houses  'were  to  have  absolutely  equal 
rights  in  respect  of  money  and  taxation 
bills  there  would  be  danger  of  serious  fric¬ 
tion  and  of  the  machinery  of  government 
not  working.  That  is  not  desired.  It  is 
not  proposed  by  the  bill  to  enable  either 
house  to  coerce  the  other.  It  is  proposed, 
however,  to  give  to  the  upper  house,  that 
is  to  say,  the  senate,  that  power  of  veto 
w^hich  must  be  enjoyed  by  any  house  if  it 
is  to  be  a  house  of  legislature  at  all ;  but  it  is 
not  proposed  to  give  it  the  power  to  amend 
in  detail  bills  for  the  annual  appropriation 
of  revenue  and  for  the  imposition  of  taxa- 
[Sir  Samuel  Griffith. 


tion.  The  senate  is,  of  course,  entitled 
to  have  its  opinion  upon  such  matters 
heard.  With  the  exception  of  those  two 
classes  of  bills,  it  is  proposed — and  I  ven¬ 
ture  to  think  in  accordance  with  the  general 
result  of  discussion  which  took  place  in 
the  Convention — to  give  an  equal  right  of 
amendmentto  both  houses;  but,  as  to  those 
two  classes  of  bills,  it  is  proposed  that  al¬ 
though  the  senate  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
amend  them,  they  may,  if  they  so  desire, 
point  out  to  the  house  of  representatives  any 
objectionable  items.  This  they  will  have 
the  opportunity  to  do,  so  that  it  may  not 
be  necessary  for  them  to  take  the  extremo 
course  of  rejecting  a  bill  because  they  do 
not  like  something  in  it,  or  that,  on  the 
other  lianci,  they  may  not  be  compelled 
to  adopt  something  which  they  believe 
to  be  wrong.  They  wull  at  least  be  en¬ 
titled  to  make  known  their  opinion  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  legislature.  The  sug- 
gested  method,  or  compromise,  as  it  may 
perhaps,  be  called,  has  been  working  in 
South  Australia  for  many  years,  and,  I 
am  told,  wdth  great  success.  I,  for  my 
part,  feel  very  confident  in  recommending 
it,  as  far  as  an  individual  member  of  the 
Convention  is  entitled  to  do  so,  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  and  acceptance  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  Careful  provision  is  made  against 
the  coercion  of  the  senate  by  what  is  com¬ 
monly  called  tacking — that  is,  the  putting 
of  a  disputed  provision  into  a  bill  dealing 
with  the  general  subjects  of  appropriation 
or  taxation.  It  is  proposed  that  a  bill  deal¬ 
ing  with  taxation  shall  deal — excepting,  of 
course,  in  the  case  of  the  imposition  of 
customs  duties — with  one  subject  of  taxa¬ 
tion  only,  and  that  any  extraordinary 
expenditure  shall  not  be  included  in  the 
ordinary  appropriation  bill  of  the  year. 
These  provisions  will  give  the  senate 
power  to  do  anything  except  interfere 
with  the  carrying  on  of  tbe  ordinary 
government  of  the  federation,  and  that 
would  be  a  very  undesirable  thing  for 
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them  to  do.  I  do  not  propose  to  say  any¬ 
thing  furtlier  now  as  to  tliat  danse.  It 
will  doubtless  receive  iu  the  Convention  as 
careful  consideration  as  it  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  committee.  I  refer  to  clause 
55,  chapter  i.  The  2nd  chapter  deals 
with  the  subject  of  executive  government, 
which  is  declared  to  be  vested  in  the 
Queen,  and  to  be  exercised  by  a  governor- 
general  as  her  representative.  It  is  to 
include  a  government  appointed  by  her 
Majesty’s  representative,  and  holding  oflBce 
during  his  pleasure.  This  part  of  the  bill 
practically  embodies  what  is  known  to  us 
as  the  British  Constitution  as  we  have  it 
working  at  the  present  time;  but  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  bill  are  not  made  so  rigid  that 
our  successors  will  not  be  able  to  work  out 
such  modifications  as  their  experience  may 
lead  them  to  think  preferable.  It  is  pro¬ 
posed  that  the  ministers  of  state,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  whom  at  first,  and  until  the  provi¬ 
sion  has  been  altered  by  the  federal  par¬ 
liament,  shall  not  exceed  seven,  may  sit  in 
either  house  of  parliament.  That  is  the 
practice  under  what  we  know  as  the 
British  Constitution,  and  no  doubt  under 
the  practical  working  of  our  constitution 
ministers  here  will  also  be  required  to  sit 
in  parliament,  except  in  cases  where  a 
minister  may  for  a  longer  or  a  shorter 
time  be  unable  to  obtain  a  seat  there.  It 
is  not  proposed  that  ministers  accepting 
office  shall  submit  themselves  for  re-elec¬ 
tion.  Considering  the  extent  of  territory, 
the  distance  which  some  of  them  might 
have  to  travel,  and  the  possibility  of  delay 
and  inconvenience  in  the  administration 
of  the  government — for  these,  and  many 
other  rea.sons,  it  was  not  considered  neces¬ 
sary  to  insist  upon  the  adoption  of  that 
rule.  The  appointment  of  the  civil  service 
it  is  proposed  to  vest  in  the  governor-gene¬ 
ral-in-council.  These  provisions  introduce 
what  we  call  responsible  government — not 
necessarily  party  government,  which  is  an¬ 
other  division  of  responsible  government, 


but  a  government  responsible  in  name  and 
form  to  the  head  of  the  state  and  in  sub¬ 
stance  to  the  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth.  It  is  proposed  that  its  executive 
authority  shall  be  co-ex  tensive  with  its 
legislative  power.  That  follows  as  a 
matter  of  course.  In  immediately  start¬ 
ing  the  business  of  the  commonwealth, 
it  is  provided  that  certain  powers  may 
be  taken  over  at  once  by  the  executive 
government  of  the  commonwealth,  namely, 
as  to  customs,  excise,  posts  and  telegraphs, 
military  and  naval  defence,  ocean  beacons 
and  buoys  and  ocean  lighthouses  and  light¬ 
ships,  and  quarantine.  Other  matters  are 
left  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  federal  legis¬ 
lature  from  time  to  time  as  they  may 
think  fit.  The  3rd  chapter  deals  with  the 
federal  judicature.  The  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Constitutional  Machinery  em¬ 
bodies  in  substance,  though  not  in  form, 
the  recommendations  of  the  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee.  It  is  proposed  to  authorise  the 
establishment  of  a  supreme  court  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  to  have  jurisdiction  to  entertain 
appeals  from  the  supreme  courts  of  the 
several  states — that  is  to  say,  there  is  to 
be  an  optional  right  of  appeal  to  that 
court  on  the  part  of  any  person  desiring 
to  appeal — and  it  is  proposed  to  give  to 
the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  powder 
to  say  that  all  appeals  should  be  taken  to 
that  court  instead  of  to  the  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  that  its  decision  shall  be  final, 
except  in  certain  specified  cases  embody¬ 
ing  practically  the  limitations  now  applied 
in  the  administration  of  her  Majesty’s  pre¬ 
rogative  of  allowing  appeals  to  herself  from 
Canada — that  is  to  say,  that  when  the  pub¬ 
lic  interests  of  the  commonwealth,  or  of 
any  other  part  of  the  Queen’s  dominions, 
are  concerned,  the  prerogative  to  allow  an 
appeal  to  the  Queen  herself  in  Council  is 
reserved.  These  cases  are  few  in  number, 
and  I  know  that  many  members  of  the 
Convention  think  that  even  this  exception 
should  not  be  included.  Othei*s,  again,  ai*e 
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of  opinion  that  there  should  be  a  provision 
expressly  giving  the  right  of  appeal  to  her 
Majesty  in  all  cases.  It  is  proposed  also  to 
establish  what  may  be  called  courts  of  first 
instance  to  administer  the  laws  of  the 
commonwealth  in  the  different  parts  of  tho 
commonwealth,  and  to  give  these  courts  in 
certain  cases  jurisdiction  which  may  be 
exclusive  of,  or  concurrent  with,  that  of 
the  courts  of  the  states.  The  next  chapter 
deals  with  the  subject  of  finance  and  trade. 
We  all  know  that  this  branch  of  the  subject 
has  given  rise  to  certain  difliculties.  The 
collection  of  revenue  is  comparatively  a 
simple  matter  ;  but  when  you  come  to  deal 
with  its  distribution  after  it  is  collected  a 
difficulty  arises.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
federal  parliament  shall  have  the  sole  power 
to  impose  customs  duties,  and  also  excise 
duties  upon  those  articles  upon  which  cus¬ 
toms  duties  are  collected,  and  to  grant 
bounties;  but  that  power  is  nob  to  be  taken 
away  from  the  states  until  the  Federal 
Parliament  has  imposed  such  duties  ;  but 
when  once  uniform  duties  of  customs  are 
imposed  for  the  commonwealth,  then  the 
powers  of  all  the  states  to  impose  duties 
of  customs  or  excise,  or  to  grant  bounties, 
are  to  come  to  an  end.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  the  duties  will  be  collected  by  the 
fedeml  officers,  and  with  the  control  of 
customs  and  excise  will  pass  over  the 
necessary  property  belonging  to  them.  In 
the  meantime,  also,  the  present  laws  wdll 
continue,  but  as  soon  as  uniform  duties 
are  imposed,  the  trade  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  by  any  means  is  to  be  absolutely 
free.  Every  member  of  the  Convention 
knew  that  a  provision  of  that  nature  must 
be  in  the  constitution.  A  great  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  dealing  with  the 
question  of  the  apportionment  of  the  re¬ 
venue.  The  provLsions  of  the  constitution 
in  that  respect  will  no  doubt  receive  very 
full  discussion  in  the  Convention,  as  in¬ 
deed  they  should,  because  in  considering 
whether  the  states  will  adopt  the  consti- 
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tution  or  not,  it  is  very  important  to  be 
able  to  make  it  plain  to  them  that  they 
will  not  be  doing  themselves  a  serious  in¬ 
jury  in  trade  or  revenue.  The  main  prin¬ 
ciple  laid  down  here  is  that  after  tho  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  government  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  have  been  deducted  from  the  re¬ 
venue,  the  balance  shall  be  returned  to  tho 
states  as  nearly  as  possible  in  proportion 
to  the  amounts  contributed  by  them.  That 
of  course  is  a  difficult  thing  to  'work  out. 

IIox.  Members  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  laskhon. 
gentlemen  to  bear  in  mind  an  observation 
once  made  to  me  by  a  very  distinguished 
governor  of  this  colony,  that  when  there 
are  several  courses  possible,  and  you  deter¬ 
mine  to  follow  one,  everybody  at  once  can 
see  all  the  objections  to  that  course,  but 
they  say  nothing  about  the  objections  to 
all  the  other  possible  courses.  Therefore 
I  ask  hon.  members  when  they  consider 
this  difficult  question,  and  when  they  see 
all  the  objections  to  the  one  course  pro¬ 
posed,  to  also  look  at  the  objections  to  the 
other  possible  coui'ses,  so  that  the}’’  may 
see  on  which  side  the  objections  are  the 
greater.  There  are  objections  and  prac¬ 
tical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  any  mode  of 
adjusting  this  question  so  as  to  deal  fairly 
with  the  states  and  the  commonwealth.  I 
have  pointed  out  how  this  is  proposed  to  be 
done.  The  great  difficulty — and  it  is  a  diffi¬ 
culty  peculiar  to  this  constitution,  as  far  as 
I  have  any  knowledge — is  that  the  customs 
revenue  of  the  colonies  in  all  cases  forms  a 
very  large  share  of  the  means  of  meeting 
the  expenses  of  government ;  and  as  we 
should  take  over  only  a  very  small  part  of 
the  expenditure,  the  commonwerdth  would 
start  with  an  enormous  annual  surplus  of 
many  millions,  which  it  could  not  retain 
or  expend,  but  must  return  to  the  difter- 
ent  states.  That  is  a  difficulty  almost  as 
great  as  the  difficulty  of  making  a  levy 
upon  the  different  states  as  states.  It  is  a 
great  difficulty,  but  we  have  to  face  it,  and 
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tlie  question  is,  Avliat  is  to  bo  clone?  As 
long  as  \vc  deal  'svith  tlie  existing  customs 
duties  there  is  no  ditliculty,  because  we 
know  exactly  wliabeacli  state  raises.  But 
til  is  must  not  be  forgotten  :  that  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  various  parts  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  with  regard  to  tlie  consumption  of 
dutiable  articles  are  very  dilTerent.  The 
consumption  in  some  colonies  is  at  least 
double  what  it  is  in  other  colonies.  For 
instance,  one  colony  may  have  a  very  large 
proportion  of  its  population  composed  of 
persons  who  do  not  consume  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  dutiable  articles,  whereas  the  case 
might  be  quite  the  reverse  with  another 
colony  of  the  group.  Take  a  colony  with 
a  specially  sober,  tlirifty,  and  frugal  popu¬ 
lation,  like,  say,  that  of  South  Australia, 
where  there  is  a  large  proportion  of  non- 
consumersof  dutiable  articles.  They  would 
receive  very  much  more  than  they  paid 
ill  customs  duties  if  the  surpdus  were  re¬ 
turned  in  proportion  to  the  population. 
In  the  case  of  other  colonies  which  did  not 
possess  the  same  class  of  population  they 
would  get  back  much  less  than  they  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  customs  revenue.  These 
facts  cannot  be  lost  sight  of.  If  we  ’were 
a  complete  homogeneous  commonwealth, 
with  similar  population  in  all  its  parts, 
tlie  conditions  would  be  equal  ;  but  I  can¬ 
not  look  forward  to  such  a  state  of  things 
when  I  take  into  consideration  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  climate  in  the  north  and  the 
south,  and  the  different  conditions  of  life 
which  must  always  prevail.  This  difficulty 
exists,  and  you  must  bear  it  in  mind  in 
solving  the  question.  I  myself  believe 
that  some  day  the  difficulty  will  be  found 
to  bo  so  great  that  the  federal  parliament 
and  the  parliaments  of  the  different  states 
will  come  together  and  make  provision  for 
transferring  on  a  fair  basis  such  obligations 
of  the  states  to  the  commonwealth  as  will 
absorb  all  the  federal  revenue.  It  must 
come  to  that,  because  the  inconvenience  will 
be  found  to  be  so  great.  In  the  meantime 
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we  have  this  great  surplus,  and  we  have  to 
make  provision  to  meet  the  difficulty.  At 
present  we  derive  a  very  large  share  of  our 
revenue  from  customs  duties;  butitdoesnot 
follow  that  that  will  always  be  the  ca.se.  I 
think  myself  that  it  will  always  betheca.se ; 
but  that  is  only  a  matter  of  opinion.  We 
must  have  power  to  impose  direct  taxation, 
and  the  imposition  of  direct  taxation  would 
be  as  unequal,  or  it  might  be  as  unequal, 
as  the  imposition  of  customs  duties.  For 
instance,  a  stock-tax  might  be  imposed. 
I  mention  a  tax  on  that  particular  kind  of 
property  because  it  has  been  discussed  in 
many  of  the  parliaments.  If  such  a  tax 
were  impo.sed.  New  South  Wales  and 
Queensland  would  pay  about  two-thirds  of 
the  whole,  which  would  be  somewhat  un¬ 
fair.  I  point  out  these  matters  now  in 
order  to  ask  hon.  gentlemen  to  bear  them 
in  mind  when  they  are  considering  this 
proposal.  We  felt  that  there  are  so  many 
difficulties  in  the  way  that  every  member 
of  the  committee  will  feel  indebted  to 
members  of  the  Convention  who  will  de¬ 
bate  the  matter  fully. 

Sir  J OHN  Bray  :  Did  the  committee  get 
any  help  from  the  Finance  Committee  on 
that  point  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Yes ;  and 
I  hope  w'e  shall  get  further  Iielp.  It  is 
only  fair  to  point  out  that  in  this  particular 
we  have  not  followed  the  recommendation 
of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  Finance 
Committee  had  not  considered  the  question 
of  the  proceeds  of  direct  taxation.  Direct 
taxation  in  proportion  to  the  population 
would  bring  about  quite  as  strange  anoma¬ 
lies  as  there  are  in  connection  with  the 
customs  revenue. 

Sir  John  Bray:  Why  impose  taxes 
which  you  do  not  want? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  We  do  not 
know  what  taxes  we  may  want ;  and  w'e 
are  framing  a  constitution  for  the  future. 

T  believe  the  customs  duties  w’ill  be  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  increasing  expenditure  until  the 
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surplus  is  gone  ;  bub  in  the  meantime  we 
must  try  to  bring  about  the  most  perfect 
fairness  we  can.  The  disposition  of  tiie 
surplus  must  be  provided  for  in  some 
way.  As  I  have  said,  there  are  great 
difficulties  in  working  this  out  We  sug¬ 
gest,  as  a  means  of  working  it  out,  the 
principle  of  distribution  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  contributed,  wliich,  if  it  can 
be  worked  out,  would,  I  maintain,  be  per¬ 
fectly  fair.  An  estimate  should  be  made 
of  the  dutiable  goods  consumed  in  the 
different  states,  and  the  duties  collected 
upon  them  ;  and  each  state  should  get 
credit  for  the  revenue  paid  by  it  to  the 
commonwealth  in  respect  of  the  duties 
on  goods  actually  consumed  in  that  state. 
It  cannot  be  done  with  absolute  accuracy. 
It  is  a  matter  upon  which  I  know  ex¬ 
perts  differ.  Some  of  the  experts  in  the 
colonies  say  it  cannot  be  done  ;  others  say 
they  see  no  difficulty  whatever  in  doing  it, 
and  are  prepared  to  show  those  who  say  it 
cannot  be  done  how  to  do  it.  It  is  not  my 
function  at  the  present  time  to  do  anything 
morethan  point  out  the  state  of  thematter; 
it  is  not  my  business  to  argue  on  either  side. 
I  should  say  here  that  provision  is  made 
that  until  the  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  has  made  the  necessary  provision 
for  carrying  on  the  government  by  legisla¬ 
tion,  the  existing  laws  of  the  states  shall 
apply  to  the  collection  of  money,  to  audit, 
and  to  the  administration  of  the  depart¬ 
ments,  and  so  on.  There  is  a  provision  also 
that  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth 
may  take  over  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
the  debts  of  the  different  states ;  but  as 
that  is  a  matter  involving  each  in  a 
liability  for  the  debts  of  the  others,  it  is 
proposed  that  it  shall  only  be  done  with 
unanimous  consent.  Chapter  v  deals  with 
the  question  of  the  states,  and  I  will  read 
the  1st  clause,  because  it  is  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  one,  and  ought,  I  think,  to  reitiove 
from  the  minds  of  those  who  think  that  we 
are  here  engaged  in  prosecuting  a  conspi- 
[iSir  Samuel  Griffith, 


racy  against  the  liberties  of  the  states-— I 
believe  there  are  such  people — it  ought  to 
remove  that  impression  from  their  minds, 
because  we  say  : 

1.  All  powers  which  at  the  date  of  the  estab- 
lisbment  of  the  commonwealth  are  vested  in  the 
parliaments  of  the  several  colonies,  and  which 
are  not  by  this  constitution  exclusively  vested 
in  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth,  and  all 
powers  which  the  parliaments  of  the  several 
states  are  not  by  this  constitution  forbidden  to 
exercise,  are  reserved  to,  and  shall  remain  vested 
in,  the  parliaments  of  the  states  respectively. 

Til  at  is  to  say,  all  existing  powers  are 
reserved  except  those  taken  away,  and 
state  legislation  will  remain  until  super¬ 
seded  by  federal  legislation.  Then,  tliere 

is  a  clause  to  wffiich  T  should  refer _ the 

5tli  of  chapter  v — which  proposes  that 
‘  the  governor-general  shall  be  tho  only 
medium  of  communication  with  the  outer 
w-orld  ;  that,  in  point  of  fact,  Australia  is 
to  be  one — one  government  to  the  outer 
world — that  all  communications  to  her 
Majesty,  or  anybody  else  that  are  made 
outside  of  Australia,  shall  be  made  through 
the  governor-general ;  that  her  Majesty’s 
pleasure  shall  be  communicated  through 
him  in  all  cases  in  which  it  is  necessary  to 
be  communicated  to  any  part  or  state  of 
Australia.  Without  some  such  provision, 
of  course,  we  should  still  be  sovereign 
states,  all,  perhaps,  pulling  in  different 
directions  at  Downing- street,  and  giving 
rise  to  the  same  soi*t  of  difficulty  of  which 
we  have  seen  so  much  in  the  past  few 
years.  It  is  proposed,  as  we  were  directed 
to  do,  to  make  provision  to  enable  the 
parliaments  of  tlie  states  to  deal  with  the 
appointment  of  their  governors.  We  do 
not  interfere  with  them  ;  we  propose  to 
give  them  power  to  deal  with  that  matter, 
and  that  this  should  be  part  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  commonwealth. 

Colonel  Smith  :  You  compel  tliem  to 
go  to  the  governor  general  for  confirma¬ 
tion  of  their  bills  ! 

SirSAIVrUEL  GRIFFITH:  Certainly 
not  j  it  is  not  proposed  to  give  tlie  go- 
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vernor-general  or  the  parliament  of  tlio 
commonwealth  any  power  of  interference 
whatever  with  the  states ;  but  to  make  the 
governor-general  the  channel  of  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  Queen,  which  is  a  very 
d  i  ft  erent  thing,  and  which  Iventure  to  think 
is  necessary  if  Australia  is  to  present  one 
united  front.  It  is  proposed  not  to  allow 
members  of  the  federal  parliament  to  sit  in 
the  local  parliaments.  Much  may  be  said 
on  either  side,  but  that  is  the  provision  we 
propose.  With  respect  to  the  admission 
of  new  states  into  the  commonwealth,  it  is 
proposed  to  let  all  those  who  do  not  come 
in  at  once  come  in  afterwards — that  is,  the 
existing  colonies — and  then  to  allow  the 
parliament  of  the  commonwealth  to  admit 
others  from  time  to  time,  and  on  doing  so 
to  impose  conditions  as  to  the  extent  of 
representation  in  either  house  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  It  may  be  said  that  that  is  unrea¬ 
sonable  ;  whether  such  conditions  should 
be  imposed  in  a  particular  instance,  is  a 
matter,  I  think,  that  may  be  open  to  a 
great  deal  of  argument  in  each  case.  But, 
take  an  illustration  :  Suppose  it  were  pro¬ 
posed  to  divide  Western  Australia  into 
two  states,  'would  it  be  reasonable  to  give 
those  two  states  between  them  sixteen 
members  in  the  senate,  or  would  the 
parliament  be  likely  to  admit  a  state 
under  those  conditions?  The  same  ques¬ 
tion  might  be  asked  if  it  were  proposed 
to  divide  Queensland  into  three  states. 
Would  the  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  be  likely  to  agree  to  give  them 
twenty-four  senators  ?  I  mention  that 
merely  to  show  that  the  matter  is  one 
that  must  be  considered.  Then  there  is  a 
provision  enabling  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  to  deal  with  the  provisional 
administration  of  parts  of  territories  eitlier 
in  Australia  or  in  the  Pacific  which  are 
not  tit  to  be  admitted  to  the  full  rights  of 
a  state.  I  may  mention,  by  "way  of  illus¬ 
tration,  the  north-western  partof  xiustralia, 
and  also  Fiji,  and  New  Guinea,  which 


I  apprehend  will,  when  the  commonwealth 
is  established,  become  an  appanage  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  not  be  attached,  as  it 
is  at  the  present  time,  to  the  colony  of 
Queensland.  But  the  powers  of  the  par¬ 
liament  of  the  commonwealtli  to  exercise 
any  of  these  functions  are  expressly  limited 
so  that  they  cannot  be  put  in  force  with¬ 
out  the  consent  of  the  parliament  of  the 
state  affected.  The  rights  of  the  state  in 
regard  to  territory  and  everything  else  are 
preserved  absolutely  intact.  Nothing  can 
be  done  except  by  the  consent  of  the  states 
themselves.  The  vexed  question  of  the 
capital  had  to  be  considered,  and  we  pro¬ 
pose  that  it  shall  be  determined  by  the 
federal  parliament ;  but  in  the  meantime, 
as  there  must  be  some  place  where  the 
first  parliament  shall  meet,  that  the  gover¬ 
nors  of  the  several  states  that  come  first 
into  the  confederation  shall  determine  the 
question  among  themselves,  and  that  if 
they  are  equally  divided  in  opinion,  then  the 
governor-general  shall  determine  it.  There 
must  be  some  method,  and  we  suggest  that  as 
a  reasonable  one.  With  respect  to  amend¬ 
ments  of  the  constitution,  it  is  proposed 
that  a  law  to  amend  the  constitution  must 
be  passed  by  an  absolute  majority  of  both 
the  senate  and  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  ;  that,  if  that  is  done,  the  proposed 
amendment  must  be  submitted  for  the 
opinion  of  the  people  of  the  states  to  be  ex¬ 
pressed  in  conventions  elected  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  and  that  then  if  the  amendment  is  ap¬ 
proved  by  a  majority  of  the  conventions  in 
the  states  it  shall  become  law,  subject  of 
course  to  the  Queen’s  power  of  disallow¬ 
ance.  Otherwise  the  constitution  might  be 
amended,  and  by  a  few  w’ords  the  common¬ 
wealth  turned  into  a  republic,  which  is  no 
part  of  the  scheme  proposed  by  this  bill. 

I  should  say  a  word  before  I  sit  down  as 
to  the  mode  in  which  this  constitution 
should  be  adopted.  There  are  two  ways 
of  adopting  a  constitution  like  this.  One 
is  for  the  Parliament  of  the  United  King- 
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dom  to  pass  a  bill  creating  a  constitution, 
and  then  to  leave  the  different  colonies  one 
after  the  other  to  come  in  and  give  their 
adhesion  to  it,  so  that  when  a  certain  pre¬ 
scribed  number  have  given  their  adhesion, 
the  confederation  shall  be  constituted  by 
the  Queen’s  proclamation.  That  is  one 
way,  an<l  it  was  the  plan  adopted  in  the 
case  of  the  federal  constitution  of  Aus¬ 
tralasia,  and,  as  far  as  legislation  was 
concerned,  in  the  case  of  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  Confederation,  which  did  not  come 
to  anything  because  the  states  never  came 
in.  The  other  way  is  to  frame  a  consti¬ 
tution,  and  let  it  be  adopted  by  the  colo¬ 
nies,  or  a  certain  number  of  them,  and 
then  for  the  P^lrliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  at  the  request  of  those  colonies, 
to  constitute  them  a  confederation.  That 
is  the  course  we  propose  to  follow.  This 
constitution  has  been  framed  as  an  instru¬ 
ment  of  government  which  may  be  ac¬ 
cepted  by  a  state  or  not.  If  a  sufficient 
number  of  states  give  their  adhesion  to  it, 
then  the  powers  of  the  Imperial  Parlia¬ 
ment,  wdiich  are  the  only  powers  at  pre¬ 
sent  existing  for  the  purpose,  should  be 
exercised  and  a  confederation  established. 
That  is  what,  technically,  I  think  we  were 
directed  to  do,  though,  no  doubt,  w^e  should 
not  have  hesitated  to  suggest  another  plan 
if  we  had  seen  anything  to  recommend 
it.  The  adoption  of  this  constitution,  witli 
such  amendments  as  the  Convention  may 
make,  should  be  followed  by  a  recom¬ 
mendation — it  can  be  no  more — to  the 
different  parliaments  to  make  provision 
for  .submitting  it  for  the  adoption  of  tlie 
people  in  such  a  way  as  the  Convention 
may  direct,  with  the  recommendation  also 
that  when  three  of  the  states  shall  adopt 
the  constitution  their  governments  shall 
be  authorised  to  request  the  Government 
of  her  Majesty  in  Great  Britain  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  necessary  legi.slation.  This  will, 
however,  of  course  form  the  subject  of  sub¬ 
sequent  and  substantive  re.solutions  in  llie 
[Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 


Convention  after  the  adoption  of  the  consti¬ 
tution.  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  the 
bill  as  briefly  as  I  could,  and  in  conclusion 
I  have  only  to  say  that  we  have  given  it 
our  best  attention  ;  we  have  endeavoured, 
witli  what  success  it  is  for  others  to  say, 
to  form  a  plan  which,  so  far  as  regards 
simplicity  of  structure  and  language,  will 
not  be  unworthy  of  the  English  tongue ; 
and  as  regards  the  more  important  matter, 
the  substance,  we  have  endeavoured,  with 
what  success  it  is  again  for  others  to  say, 
to  lay  down  a  broad  and  just  foundation 
upon  which  a  coramonwealtli  may  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  southern  seas  that  will  domi¬ 
nate  those  seas,  of  wdiich  any  man  may  be 
proud  to  be  a  citizen,  and  which  will  be  a 
permanent  glory  to  the  British  empire. 

Mr.  M  RIXOK :  I  do  not  know  whetlier 
it  is  the  desire  of  the  Convention  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  discussion  on  this  motion  to¬ 
night.  If  it  is  not,  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Mr.  McNeill  AN  :  This  might  bo  the 
proper  stage  at  which  to  decide  whether 
the  discussion  should  be  continued  prac¬ 
tically  as  a  second  reading  debate,  or 
\vhether  w^e  should  go  into  Committee  at 
once.  I  think  it  will  be  well  to  decide 
this  evening  as  to  the  course  which  it* is 
intended  to  pursue.  As  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  the  general  view 
is  that  we  .should  go  into  Committee  at 
once. 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  I  have  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  reading  the  bill,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  hon.  members  wdiohave 
not  been  members  of  the  committees  have 
been  able  to  form  an  opinion  upon  it. 
Therefore,  I  think  it  will  be  far  better  to 
adjourn  the  debate  now,  and  to  let  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  wdiole  bill  take  place  before 
we  go  into  Committee,  becau.se  in  Com¬ 
mittee  a  member  is  suppo.sed  to  speak  only 
on  the  clau.se  before  the  Committee.  If  we 
now  di.scus.s  the  bill  as  a  whole  any  amend¬ 
ments  that  are  to  be  proposed  can  be  made 
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ill  Committee  afterwards.  It  will  be  far 
more  convenient  to  have  a  second  reading 
discussion  of  the  bill  as  if  it  were  before 
parliament. 

IIoN.  Members  :  No  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON :  That  is  my  opinion, 
and  I  would  strongly  support  Mr.  Wrixon's 
motion. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  would  point  out  that 
it  is  extremely  unfair  for  members  of  the 
Convention  who  have  not  been  on  the 
committees,  and  who  have  just  seen  the 
bill  for  the  first  time,  not  to  be  allowed 
to  discuss  the  measure  as  a  whole.  The 
various  points  are  so  inter-dependent  on 
each  other  that  when  we  get  into  Com¬ 
mittee — if  we  are  confined  to  the  parti¬ 
cular  clause  under  discussion — we  cannot 
properly  give  publicity  to  our  opinions. 
There  are  a  great  number  of  membei-s  of 
the  Convention  who  have  been  on  the 
committees,  and  who  have  had  opportuni¬ 
ties  during  the  last  fortnight  of  studying 
all  these  points.  But  we  wdio  have  not 
been  members  of  the  committees  think  it 
only  right  that  we  should  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  placing  on  record  our  opinion  of 
the  scheme  as  a  whole.  I  strongly  object 
to  being  debarred  from  discussing  this  im¬ 
portant  measure  so  far  as  it  is  a  whole 
scheme. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY :  None  of  us  would 
v/ish  to  prevent  the  full  discussion  of  the 
bill ;  but  I  trust  that  we  shall  not  each 
consider  it  necessary  to  give  our  views  on 
the  scheme  as  a  whole,  before  going  into 
Committee  and  again  afterwards  to  go 
into  every  detail.  If  we  do  that  we  shall 
find,  after  we  have  gone  through  the 
details  of  the  bill,  that  we  shall  have  a 
desire  to  go  into  a  discussion  on  the  wdiole 
scheme  as  it  comes  out  of  Committee. 
That  is  the  most  important  stage  at  which 
we  shall  arrive,  whatever  we  may  say  on 
the  bill  as  it  stands  now.  It  is  not  a  bill 
to  every  detail  of  which  the  Committee 
themselves  are  pledged.  Certain  alterations 


will  be  made  in  it  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  it  'svill  be  far  more  important 
for  us,  and  for  the  people  of  Australia,  to 
know  the  opinion  of  the  delegates  upon 
the  bill  as  it  comes  out  of  Committee  than 
to  know  their  opinion  of  it  before  it  goes 
into  Committee.  I,  for  one,  will  not  agree 
to  prevent  members  from  giving  full  ex- 
pres.sion  to  their  opinions  ;  but  I  ask  mem¬ 
bers  not  to  consider  it  necessary  to  express 
their  opinions  at  too  great  a  length  on  the 
bill  as  it  stands  now.  I  can  soon  express 
my  opinions  upon  the  bill.  I  do  not  quite 
like  it  altogether,  but  I  can  say  all  that  I 
have  to  say  when  we  get  into  Committee. 
Although  I  feel  confident  that  no  one 
would  wish  to  debar  Mr.  Baker,  or  any 
other  member,  from  giving  full  expression 
to  his  opinions,  I  ask  liim  to  consider  the 
importance  of  letting  the  people  know  what 
we  think  of  the  bill  after  it  comes  out  of 
Committee. 

Mr.  MACDONALD-PATERSON :  I 
cordially  support  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  that  the  debate  be 
adjourned,  and  for  these  reasons  :  I  think  it 
was  suggested — and  not  only  suggested,  but 
really  declared  and  understood  by  every 
member  of  the  Convention — that  when  this 
bill  came  before  the  Convention  it  would 
be  treated  as  a  bill  that  was  before  us  for 
the  second  reading.  Hon.  members  have 
only  to  refer  to  wdiat  transpired  some  ten 
days  ago  to  clearly  recollect  that  that  was 
the  common  understanding.  The  next 
reason  is  that  nearly  half  of  the  members 
of  the  Convention  were  not  on  any  of  the 
committees  at  all,  and  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  it  is  but  fair  that  the  request  of 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker,  should  be 
acceded  to  at  once,  and  that  we  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  going  through  the 
bill,  which  we  have  only  for  the  first  time 
seen  a  little  while  ago,  in  order  to  decide 
whether  we  shall  speak  on  it.  If  we  do 
speak,  I  am  certain  that  the  same  quality 
of  compression  will  characterise  the  obser- 
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vations  to  be  made  on  this  draft  bill  which 
has  been  displaj^ed  by  every  member  of  the 
Convention.  I  sincerely  trust  that  mem- 
beis  of  the  Convention  who  think  that  we 
are  looking  to  the  public  opinion  in  our 
separate  colonies  on  the  bill  as  it  may  come 
out  of  Committee,  will  not  prevent  hon. 
members  from  speaking  at  the  present 
stage. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 
Conveution  adjourned  at  4*52  p.m. 


WED2s^ESDAY,  1  APRIL,  1891. 


Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill— Ad  journment. 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  1 1  a.m. 

COMMONWEALTH  OE  AUSTRALLA  BILL. 

Debate  resumed  (from  31sb  March)  on 
motion  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  : 

That  the  draft  hill  to  constitute  the  common¬ 
wealth  of  Australia,  brought  up  by  the  Consti¬ 
tutional  Committee,  be  referred  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Conveu¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  WHIXOX  :  I  desire  to  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Convention  for  a  short 
time  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill  be¬ 
fore  it  goes  into  Committee.  I  think  that 
is  the  best  course  to  shorten  proceedings 
and  to  save  time,  for  I  have  generally 
found  in  parliamentary  procedure  that 
where  a  bill  is  allowed  to  go  without  dis¬ 
cussion  on  the  second  reading,  on  the 
understanding  that  it  is  to  be  discussed  in 
Committee,  more  time  is  lost  than  saved. 
I  wish  to  point  out  certain  features  in  the 
bill  which  I  should  be  glad  to  see  amended  ; 
and  I  prefer  to  give  notice  of  the  points 
upon  which  I  think  the  bill  requires  amend¬ 
ment  rather  than  bring  them  forward  at 
a  moment's  notice  when  we  are  in  Com¬ 
mittee.  Idesiretosay  that  1  think  our  thanks 
are  due  to  the  Constitutional  Committee 
that  has  so  carefully  and  ably  discharged 
[J/r.  Macdonald- Pater  son. 
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its  duty  in  framing  the  principles  of  the 
bill,  and  are  also  due  to  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  for  the 
effective  manner  in  which  he  lias  embodied 
those  principles  in  the  bill.  So  much  am 
I  impressed  with  the  value  of  the  bill  as 
it  stands,  that  if  I  could  get  no  other  form 
of  federation  than  tliis  I  would  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  it  even  as  it  stands.  But, 
nevertheless,  I  think  there  are  certain 
points  in  which  it  requires  amendment, 
and  which  it  behoves  us  to  endeavour, 
if  possible,  to  get  amended  ;  because  we 
must  observe  that  when  we  go  back  to 
our  different  provinces  we  hope  to  get  the 
bill  adopted  in  those  provinces,  and  adopted 
without  further  amend ment  on  their  part. 
It  is,  therefore,  very  important  for  us  to  see 
what  principles  we  settle  upon  liere.  Also 
I  notice,  on  referring  to  the  bill  itself,  that 
whenever  it  comes  into  operation  it  will  be 
exceedingly  difficult  to  amend  it.  There 
must  be  an  absolute  majority  of  the  do¬ 
minion  parliament  in  the  first  place,  and 
then  there  must  be  a  vote  of  conventions 
in  all  the  states,  giving  a  majority  thereto 
in  each  separate  state,  before  any  amend¬ 
ments  can  be  made  in  the  bill  We,  there¬ 
fore,  are  engaged  in  a  very  serious  matter, 
and  it  behoves  us  to  look  carefully  to  the 
principles  of  the  bill  of  wdiich  we  are  asked 
to  approve.  I  think  the  plan  of  the  bill  is 
good.  I  think  it  carries  out  what  we 
agreed  to  in  certain  resolutions  in  the  Con¬ 
vention.  It  is  not  proposed  by  us,  and  it  is 
not  proposed  in  the  bill,  to  make  a  unified 
government.  Certain  powers  are  given  to 
the  federal  parliament  which  are  specified  in 
the  bill,  andeverytliingoutside  those  powers 
is  left  under  this  scheme  of  constitution  to 
the  states.  That  is  the  scheme  which  we 
have  had  before  us,  and  that  is  the  scheme 
embodied  in  this  bill.  I  do  not  think  there 
need  be  the  slightest  fear  on  the  part  of 
those  who  represent  states — I  do  not  think 
there  need  be  the  slightest  fear  as  far  as 
that  portion  of  the  bill  goes — of  the  rights 
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of  the  states  being  entrenched  upon.  The 
different  subjects  which  the  federal  j)arlia- 
mcnt  is  to  legislate  upon  are  carefully 
specified,  and  I  think  it  would  be  hard,  in 
going  over  the  list,  to  point  out  any  topics 
which  do  not  properly  belong  to  the  federal 
parliament.  If,  however,  there  are  any, 
if  any  lion,  member  of  the  Convention 
thinks  there  are  any,  that,  of  course,  will 
be  matter  for  full  consideration  in  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  we  can  eliminate  any  power 
which  we  do  not  think  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  federal  government.  Therefore,  so 
far,  I  think  the  bill  faithfully  carries 
out  our  view,  and  may  command  our  ap¬ 
probation.  Bub  there  is  a  portion  of  the 
bill,  namely,  the  latter  portion,  which  is 
devoted  to  the  states,  chapter  v,  headed 
“  The  States,^’  which  seems  to  me  to  depart 
from  this  principle  upon  which  we  have 
agreed,  and  to  interfere  with  the  states  in 
a  manner  not  consistent  with  a  unified 
government.  For  example,  I  find  in  chaj>- 
ter  V,  a  provision  arranging  for  the  states 
having  power  to  appoint  or  elect  their  own 
governors.  Now,  I  am  not  aware  of  how 
that  comes  within  our  Convention,  or  of 
how  it  comes  within  the  scope  of  this 
federal  government  which  is  not  a  unified 
government.  It  is  not  a  matter  concerned 
with  our  federation,  it  is  not  analogous 
to  the  case  of  Canada,  where  the  different 
states  were  presided  over  by  deputies  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  governor-general.  Here  are 
vast  dependencies,  whose  position  is  not  to 
be  interfered  wnth,  except  in  regard  to  cer¬ 
tain  specified  topics  of  legislation,  and  we 
arc  asked  to  go  out  of  our  way  and  provide 
for  them  power  to  elect  their  own  go¬ 
vernors.  That  seems  to  me  an  instance  of 
our  gratuitously  interfering  with  what  is 
the  business  of  the  states,  and  importing 
into  our  task — which,  I  am  sure,  is  dilli- 
cult  enough  already — a  new  difficulty.  I 
doubt  whether  a  majority  of  people  will 
approve  of  this  proposal  to  enable  us  to 
have  an  elected  governor,  with  the  system 


of  responsible  government  known  to  the 
English  Constitution.  I  do  not  see  how 
the  two  would  very  well  work.  An  elected 
governor  would,  no  doubt,  be  the  most 
powerful  politician  whom  his  party  could 
produce,  and  they  would  take  care  to  run 
— as  the  American  phrase  is — for  this  office 
of  governor  the  strongest  political  man 
that  they  could  get.  That  is  all  very  well 
if  you  are  in  America,  and  if  you  are 
dealing  with  the  American  form  of  con¬ 
stitution  ;  but  if  you  are  going  to  have  the 
English  form  of  responsible  government, 
I  do  not  see  how  the  two  w'ould  fit  to¬ 
gether.  It  seems  to  me  a  genuine  case  of 
putting  new  wine  into  old  bottles.  I  ap¬ 
prehend  that  under  such  arrangement  the 
vast  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  and  they 
are  very  vast,  would  revive  and  become  a 
reality  in  this  prominent  politician  who 
would  be  in  the  governor’s  chair,  and  who 
thus  would  not  merely  reign,  but  go¬ 
vern.  He  would  naturally  feel  bound  by 
a  spirit  of  allegiance  to  the  party  who  put 
him  there,  so  that  if  he  had  a  ministry 
for  the  time  belonging  to  another  party 
I  apprehend,  without  any  imputation  on 
his  honesty,  or  the  slightest  reflection  on 
his  general  integrity,  that  he  would  be 
very  apt  to  lean  towards  facilitating  the 
party  to  which  he  belonged  rather  than 
the  party  of  his  responsible  ministers.  In 
truth,  the  two  things  are  incompatible,  and 
if  you  mean  to  keep  up  the  English  Con¬ 
stitution,  you  had  better  not  take  the 
American  system  of  electing  governors.  I 
merely  point  that  out  to  show  the  difficulty 
you  have  when  you  go  out  of  your  way 
to  interfere  in  a  matter  wdiich  seems  to 
me  not  within  our  function,  and  wliich  is 
a  matter  entirely  for  the  states  to  deter¬ 
mine  as  they  think  proper.  Another  point 
in  which  it  seems  to  me  that  this  bill 
departs  in  chapter  v  from  the  principle  with 
w  hich  it  started  is  where  it  provides  that 
all  references  to  the  Queen  from  any  pro¬ 
vince  or  state  must  be  made  through  the 
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governor-general.  That  would  be  very  well 
if  yo\i  had  a  unified  government ;  but  with 
our  vast  territories,  with  our  vast  states, 
I  apprehend  it  would  be  found  highly  in¬ 
convenient.  Suppose,  for  example,  tliat 
the  attorney-general  in  any  state  desired 
to  convey  advice  to  her  ^Majesty — that 
would,  of  course,  be  to  her  responsible 
adviser  at  home — with  regard  to  any 
bill  which  wirs  in  the  province,  or  with 
regard  to  any  proceeding  in  which  the 
province  got  involved,  he  would  be  in  this 
somewhat  awkward,  and,  I  think,  humili¬ 
ating  position,  that  he  would  have  to  send 
Lis  advice  and  all  his  papers  through 
the  governor-general  of  the  dominion. 
That  seems  to  me  to  be  going  out  of  our 
way  to  unify,  contrary  to  the  principle 
on  which  we  started  in  the  bill,  which  is 
not  to  unify,  but  to  pick  out  certain 
matters  which  we  give  to  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment,  and  as  to  the  rest  to  leave  the 
states  untouched.  Another  power  which, 
I  think,  transgresses  the  principle  on  which 
the  bill  starts,  and  which  is  also  contained 
in  chapter  v,  is  a  power  given  herein  to 
the  federal  parliament  to  annul  the  state 
laws  in  certain  cases.  That  seems  to  me  a 
very  serious  pow'cr,  and  an  inadvisable  one. 
If  the  state  law  has  exceeded  its  functions, 
there  is  no  need  to  annul  it,  because  it  is 
void  in  so  far  as  it  goes  beyond  its  func¬ 
tions,  and  any  person  affected  by  it  can 
raise  the  question  in  any  court,  and  have  it 
determined  by  a  competent  legal  tribunal, 
whether  or  not  the  law  'which  the  state 
has  passed  is  within  its  functions.  That 
is  the  course  taken  in  the  United  States. 
A  state  there  may  pass  a  law  wdiich  it  is 
quite  incompetent  to  pass,  but  the  central 
government  never  thinks  of  annulling  it, 
or  of  interfering  with  it,  but  leaves  it  to 
the  operation  of  the  law,  and  that  is  found 
to  w’ork  satisfactorily.  If  a  law^  touches 
and  affects  nobody,  no  barm  is  done  ;  if  it 
does  touch  or  affect  anybody,  he  can  go  to 
a  competent  tribunal  and  have  the  law'  de- 
[Mr,  IFrixon. 


dared  invalid;  but  in  this  case,  if  we  retain 
such  pow'cr  as  this,  w^e  shall  put  the  federal 
parliament  in  the  position  of  sitting  as  a 
sort  of  master  over  the  provincial  or  states 
parliaments,  and  taking  on  itself  to  judge 
whether  or  not  a  lasv  should  be  annulled. 
I  think  this  is  a  case  in  wdiich  w'e  are  ex¬ 
ceeding  our  power,  and  are  departing  from 
the  principle  with  which  we  started.  I 
think  also  that  the  provision  contained  in 
another  part  of  the  bill,  enabling  the  fed¬ 
eral  parliament  at  any  time  to  confer  with 
regard  to  any  matter  original  jurisdiction 
on  the  Supreme  Court,  and  thereby  to 
oust  the  jurisdiction  of  the  states  courts, 
is  exceeding  the  lines  which  we  have 
sketched  out  for  ourselves,  for  at  any  time 
we  might  find  that  the  federal  parliament 
w^oukl  step  in  and  take  aw'ay  some  im¬ 
portant  function  wliich  the  states  courts 
had  been  discharging.  No  limit  is  placed 
to  it — no  bounds  are  assigned.  I  think 
that  that  is  a  case  in  wliich  W'e  are  de¬ 
parting  from  the  principle  of  not  having  a 
unified  government.  I  am  afraid,  sir,  that 
you  will  find,  if  w’e  adopt  these  provisions, 
that  not  alone  are  you  impairing  the  prin¬ 
ciple  on  wliicli  I  understand  we  go,  but 
you  are  creating  a  feeling  of  alarm  in  the 
states  as  to  how  far  they  are  giving  over 
their  rights,  privileges,  and  liberties  in 
submitting  to  this  federation.  Therefore, 
to  that  extent  I  would  be  happy  to  see 
the  bill  amended,  and  I  w'ould  be  glad  if 
those  in  charge  of  the  bill  w'ould  consider 
these  points  before  w'e  get  into  Commit¬ 
tee,  because  I  know  from  experience 
how  unfair  it  is  to  any  one  in  charge 
of  a  bill  to  start  points  and  endeavour 
to  make  amendments  at  the  legislative 

o 

table ;  no  tiling  can  be  more  unfair.  If 
amendments  are  to  be  made,  they  ought 
to  be  made  on  deliberation  and  considera¬ 
tion,  and  I  therefore  hope  that  tliis  view 
which  I  have  presented  will  be  considered, 
and  that  the  clau.ses  w  hicli  I  liave  indi¬ 
cated  in  chapter  v  will  not  be  insisted 
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upon  when  we  get  into  Committee.  The 
next  point  to  wliicli  1  would  ask  the  at¬ 
tention  of  tlie  Convention  is  the  question 
of  state  rights  and  finance,  lion,  mem¬ 
bers,  sir,  are  aware  how  this  question 
arises.  It  is  a  very  important  ques¬ 
tion,  and  it  is  worth  thinking  over  for  a 
moment  how  we  come  to  be  faced  with 
it.  Of  cour.se  it  arises  in  tliis  way  :  We 
have  already  agreed  wlicn  the  House  was 
sitting  in  Convention  to  the  principle  of 
giving  every  state,  liowever  small,  the 
same  req) re.se ntation  in  the  senate  as  has 
any  state,  however  large.  Thus  Western 
Australia,  with  40,000  or  50,000  inhabi¬ 
tants,  has  precisely  the  same  voice  in  the 
senate  with  New  South  Wales,  with 
1,250,000  inhabitants.  It  thus  becomes 
a  very  serious  question  what  sort  of  body 
this  senate  is  to  be,  because  if  you  make 
the  senate  a  very  powerful  body  and  give 
it  a  very  controlling  position,  then  most 
certainly  you  are  pi'oviding  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  mass  of  the  population  by  a 
very  small  proportion  of  the  population, 
and  the  fact  that  they  live  in  certain 
districts,  or  states,  does  not  get  over  the 
difficulty.  If  you  make  the  senate  strong, 
you  enable  a  few  to  govern  the  majority, 
and,  in  particular,  if  you  give  the  senate  a 
controlling  voice  in  finance,  you  undoubtedly 
enable  it  to  govern  the  government.  For 
nothing  is  more  certain  under  our  English 
system  of  government,  where  you  have  the 
administration  of  the  day  in  parliament, 
than  that  the  legislative  power  which 
dominates  finance  will  really  control  the 
government.  Any  of  us  may  know  that 
from  our  experience  in  our  own  province. 
We  know  what  would  happen  if  an  upper 
hou.se  were  able  to  control  the  financial 
operations  of  tlie  government.  And  un¬ 
doubtedly  in  this  case  of  the  senate,  which 
will  be  a  more  permanent  body  than  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  a  more  select 
body  perhaps,  if  you  give  the  senate  power 
over  finance,  you  give  to  the  representa¬ 


tives  of  the  very  few  a  great  power  over 
the  government  of  the  majority.  That  is 
the  importance  of  this  whole  question.  I 
sympathise  wdtli  the  efforts  which  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  Committee  have  made  to  get 
over  this  difficulty.  I  am  quite  aware  of 
the  difficulty  which  it  presents,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  pose  as  simply  raising  objec¬ 
tions,  and  not  being  in  a  position  to  appre¬ 
ciate  the  question  with  -which  they  had  to 
grapple,  and  with  which  they  grappled  in 
the  manner  which  hon.  members  see  in  the 
bill.  They  set  out  that  money  bills  are  to 
originate  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  they  go  on  to  make  certain  provisions 
wdiich  are  limitations  on  the  ancient  riglits 
of  low^er  houses  under  the  English  system, 
but  with  wffiich  I  quite  agree,  and  which 
are  perfectly  reasonable  limitations,  namely, 
that  a  tax  bill  is  to  be  confined  to  one  ob¬ 
ject,  and  that  the  appropriation  bill  is  to 
be  confined  to  the  expenditure  for  the 
year  ;  and  then  they  go  on  to  what  we  are 
asked  to  believe  is  to  be  a  settlement  of 
this  financial  difficulty  between  the  two 
houses,  and  they  provide,  in  a  paragraph 
which  is  before  hon.  members,  that  with 
regard  to  those  bills  which  the  senate  may 
not  amend  it  at  any  time  may  send  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  house  of  representatives  asking 
it  to  strike  out  any  particular  item,  and 
that  thereupon  the  house  of  representatives 
may  eliminate  it  if  it  likes.  The  difficulty 
which  I  feel  about  accepting  this  as  a  solu¬ 
tion  of  the  question  is  first  the  ambiguity 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  clause,  and 
secondly,  the  fact  that  it  makes  no  provi¬ 
sion  for  finality.  As  to  what  the  clause 
means,  I  confess  that  that  is  undoubtedly 
a  difficulty,  and  there  cannot  be  a  better 
proof  of  the  difficulty  than  the  fact  that 
we  ourselves  here  now*  interpret  it  differ¬ 
ently.  Of  course  it  may  be  useful,  I  admit, 
if  you  simply  want  to  get  a  thing  passed, 
because  in  that  light  you  can  put  the  provi¬ 
sion  in  two  aspects.  If  you  address  a 
people^s  rights  man  you  can  say,  “True, 
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that  provision  is  in  the  bill,  but  it  means 
nothing;  it  is  only  providing  that  that  may 
be  done  which  may  be  done  now.  Any 
upper  house  may  lay  aside  any  bill,  or 
send  a  message  down  to  the  lower  house, 
and  request  it  to  be  ai^nded,  and  if  the 
lower  house  chooses  to  amend  the  bill  it 
may.  Therefore,  my  people’s  rights  friend, 
you  need  not  be  alarmed — it  is  nothing  but 
the  ordinary  law.”  If,  however,  you  Avant 
to  satisfy  a  state  rights  man,  it  can  be 
put  in  a  different  light.  You  can  say, 
‘‘  The  mere  fact  that  this  new  provision  is 
there  shows  that  something  is  intended. 
This  clause  makes  arrangements  for  the 
senate  scrutinising  the  details  of  the  esti¬ 
mates,  Avhich  function  does  not  properly 
belong  to  an  upper  house  now ;  but  it  pro¬ 
vides  for  so  doing,  and  it  provides  the 
machinery  for  it  objecting  to  any  item 
of  which  it  may  disapprove.  If  the  house 
of  representatives  will  not  accept  that 
machinery,  and  w^ill  not  act  upon  it,  then, 
according  to  the  plain  meaning  of  this 
bill,  the  senate  is  entitled  to  fall  back  on 
its  right  to  reject,  and  that  not  a  right 

such  as  now  belongs  to  upper  houses _ 

a  right  to  be  exercised  in  an  exti'emity, 
but  a  right  to  be  exercised  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  vindication  of  its  undoubted  privi¬ 
lege  under  this  bill  to  scrutinise  items 
in  money  bills  and  in  the  appropriation 
bill.”  In  fact,  this  power  of  rejecting  in 
toto  money  bills,  which  is  now  only  the 
occasional  medicine  of  the  constitution, 
under  this  bill  will  become  its  daily  food, 
and  whenever  the  upper  house  finds  that 
the  house  of  representatives  refrains  from 
respecting  its  wishes  it  is  clearly  entitled 
under  that  clause  to  throw  out  money 
bills  altogether.  The  difficulty,  I  feel,  is 
in  our  accepting  as  a  solution  a  proposi¬ 
tion  which  is  two-faced,  and  which  you 
may  read  in  one  way  or  in  another  way, 
reminding  us,  in  fact,  of  what  we  learnt 
in  our  school  days  of  the  oracles  of  old, 
who,  whenever  they  had  to  give  a  reply  to 
[J/r.  WrixoTu 


some  powerful  potentate,  Avhom  it  was  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  oftbnd,  produced  a  reply  in 
Avords  which  might  be  read  in  one  way  or 
in  another  Avay — in  one  Avay  giving  him 
complete  satisfaction  in  regard  to  his 
Avishes,  and  in  the  other  Avay  being  quite 
contrary  to  his  intentions.  That  is  the 

sort  of  oracular  deliverance - 

Sir  JoiiN  Downer  :  The  Avords  are  clear 
enough  ! 

Mr.  \\  RIXON :  But  the  meaning  is  not, 
I  confess  that  at  first  Avdien  I  read  the  pro¬ 
vision  I  said,  “Oh,  that  is  nothing;  it  can 
be  done  now ;  Ave  need  not  trouble  about 
it.” 

Sir  J OHN  Bray  :  Can  it  be  done  now  ? 
Mr.  V/mXON  :  Cei*tainly. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  In  Victoria  ? 

Mr.  WIlIXOX :  Unquestionably. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  No! 

Mr.  WRIXOISr :  Of  course  I  do  not  say 
in  so  many  words  what  is  contained  here, 
but  the  same  result  can  be  accomplished. 
The  upper  house  may  at  any  time  lay  aside 
a  bill. 

Sir  J  OHN  Bray  :  And  send  a  message 
afterwards  I 

Mr.  V  mXON :  I  do  not  say  when 
they  send  their  message. 

Sir  John  Bray  ;  The  hon.  member  did 
just  now  ! 

Mr.  W  mXOX :  It  was  a  slip  of  the 
tongue.  It  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to 
me  when  the  message  is  sent.  The 
point  is  that  it  can  be  done  now  under  the 
ordinary  parliamentary  procedure  in  re¬ 
gard  to  any  bill,  and  it  has  been  done. 
Colonel  Smith:  Asking  for  a  committee! 
Mr.  WRIXOX  :  Asking  for  a  confer¬ 
ence,  or  for  a  committee.  Apparently 
with  a  view  of  strengthening  the  state 
rights  man’s  idea  of  this  question,  I  notice 
in  clause  54  that  the  old  verbiage  of  all 
acts  of  Parliament,  I  think,  Avith  regard  to 
money  bills  is  dropped,  and  that  they  are 
not  called  money  bills  any  more,  but  laws, 
Mr.  Clark  :  Proposed  laws  ! 
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Mr.  WRTXON  :  No ;  it  says  laws — 

laws  appropriating  any  part  of  the  re¬ 
venue  - 

Mr.  Clark  :  They  are  not  laws  until 
tliey  are  passed  ! 

Mr.  WllIXON  :  ‘‘Or  laws  imi)osing 
any  tax  ”  ;  and  indeed  it  goes  so  far  as,  in 
clause  57,  to  fall  into  a  manifest  slip  such 
as,  of  course,  might  occur  in  drafting  any 
bill,  because  it  says  : 

When  a  law  passed  by  the  parliament  is  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  governor-general  for  the  Queen’s 
assent. 

Mr.  Clark  :  That  is  a  slip  ! 

Mr.  WmXON  :  Of  course  we  all  know 
that  a  bill  is  not  a  law  until  it  gets  the 
Queen’s  assent.  But  apparently  with  the 
object,  I  say,  of  strengthening  the  state 
rights  man’s  view,  and  of  showing  that 
really  some  new  power  is  to  be  given,  these 
bills  are  called  laws,  which,  I  apprehend, 
is  an  inaccurate  term.  For  example,  in  the 
case  of  an  appropriation  bill,  the  preamble 
shows  that  it  is  different  from  an  ordinary 
law.  Financial  grants  are  grants  by  the 
mass  of  the  taxpayers  to  the  government : 
they  are  different  from  ordinary  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  they  are  subject  to  different  epn- 
ditions.  If  I  could  get  nothing  better, 
rather  than  see  federation  defeated  I  would 
take  this  bill.  But  I  am  bound  to  point 
out  that  I  think  we  are  only  postponing 
the  difficulty.  I  think  we  are  creating 
a  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  large  states, 
and  to  our  getting  the  people  of  those 
states  to  assent  to  this  bill.  I  think 
that  if  the  bill  is  assented  to,  and  should 
become  law,  you  are  only  postponing 
the  difficulty  of  this  Convention  to  the 
federal  parliament,  and  that  the  question 
will  still  have  to  be  fought  out  as  to  what 
is  the  meaning  of  this  clause,  for  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  conflict  of  powers  will  exist. 
There  will  be  the  states- right  party  in  the 
federal  parliament  anxious  to  make  their 
weight  felt,  and  there  will  be  the  masses 
of  the  people  represented  in  the  lower 


house  anxious  to  govern,  and  in  this  clause 
I  am  afraid  you  only  provide  a  platform 
for  the  fighting  out  of  their  differences. 
It  is,  ill  short,  a  cxd  de  sac — leading 
nowhere.  There  is  no  solution.  There¬ 
fore,  I  think  that  if  yon  did  retain  this 
clause,  the  least  you  could  do  would  be 
to  add  to  it  a  proviso  or  sub  clause  to 
the  effect  that  where  this  did  happen, 
that  is  to  say,  that  where  the  senate  sent 
down  a  representation  with  regard  to  a 
certain  item,  and  the  lower  house  would 
not  eliminate  it,  the  two  houses  should 
meet  together  and  vote  in  common.  You 
would  then  have  some  end  to  the  question. 
At  present  there  is  none.  You  lead  us 
up  to  a  certain  point  and  there  you  leave 
us.  You  guide  the  legislative  bodies  up 
to  a  point  of  antagonism  and  there  you 
bid  them  good-bye.  You  ought  to  go 
further,  and  if  you  keep  this  method  of 
procedure  you  ought  to  provide  either  for 
the  two  houses  voting  together,  or,  if  you 
like,  make  a  provision  that  after  a  general 
election  the  voice  of  the  lower  house 
shall  prevail.  That,  of  course,  will  not 
apply  to  the  appropriation  act,  which 
must  be  kept  separate,  and  wffiich  cannot 
afford  to  wait.  The  next  point  to  which 
I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Convention  is 
the  establishment  of  constitutional  govern¬ 
ment,  and  this  is  a  question  which  I  ad¬ 
dress  rather  to  my  learned  friend.  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  and  to  my  other  learned 
friends  who  may  be  here.  There  is  a  por¬ 
tion  of  this  bill  establishing  constitutional 
government,  and  I  think  it  was  truly  said 
yesterday  that  the  effect  of  that  portion 
would  be  to  establish  in  this  fedemtion  in 
its  ordinary  working  responsible  govern¬ 
ment.  But  the  form  in  which  ministers 
are  to  be  ap})ointed,  I  think,  wants  a  little 
consideration,  because  it  involves  a  very 
serious  point.  In  clause  4  of  chapter  ii, 
page  13,  it  is  provided  : 

For  the  admiuistration  of  the  executive  go- 
vermuent  of  the  commonwealth,  the  governor- 
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genei'al  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  officers 
to  administer  such  departments  of  state  of  the 
commonwealth  as  the  governor-general  in  Coun¬ 
cil  may  from  time  to  time  establish,  and  such 
officers  shall  hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of 
the  governor-general,  and  shall  be  capable  of 
being  chosen  and  of  sitting  as  members  of  eitlier 
house  of  the  parliament. 

Now,  the  point  I  wish  to  draw  attention 
to  is  that  I  do  not  think  the  provision  will 
convey  to  those  officers  thus  appointed  by 
the  governor  the  great  power  and  author¬ 
ity  which,  under  the  English  system  of  go¬ 
vernment,  belongs  to  a  responsible  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  Crown.  That  is  something  dis- 
-linct  from  the  position  of  an  officer  ap¬ 
pointed  to  administer  a  department.  My 
learned  friends  present  will  remember  the 
remarkable  case  of  Buron  versus  Denman, 
in  wdiich  the  captain  of  a  ship  of  war 
had  illegally  destroyed  certain  property  of 
a  trader.  After  that  had  been  done  Lord 
Palmerston  Avrote  a  letter  saying*  that  he 
thoroughly  approved  of  what  the  captain 
had  done.  An  action  w^as  brought  by  the 
owner  of  the  property  which  had  been 
illegally  destroyed,  and  it  was  held  by  all 
the  judges  at  home  that  the  mere  fact  of 
a  minister  of  the  Crown  writing  a  letter 
expressing  approval  embodied  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  Sovereign  herself  to  that  act, 
although  it  was  admitted,  of  course,  that 
.she  knew  nothing  whatever  about  it.  That 
is  a  very  great  power,  but  it  is  a  very 
essential  power  if  you  are  to  have  every 
day  government  satisfactorily  carried  on. 
It  is  a  vast  power  j  but  it  is  necessary 
that  it  should  he  given  to  a  minister  of 
the  Crowm  under  the  system,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  if  tlie  (Question  were  raised 
hereafter  as  to  whether  one  of  the.se  offi¬ 
cers  appointed  to  administer  a  depart¬ 
ment  really  stood  in  the  shoes,  to  use  a 
common  expression,  of  one  of  her  Majesty^s 
responsible  ministers,  the  courts  would 
hold  that  be  did  not.  Tliey  would  say, 
Here  is  a  statutory  provision  as  to  w’liat 
the  position  is;  nothing  is  said  about  re- 
[J/r.  WrixoTi, 


sponsible  minister ;  nothing  is  said  about 
minister  of  the  Crown  either.  The  officer 
is  appointed  to  administer  a  dejmrtment.” 

Mr.  Clahk  :  Read  the  last  lino.  The 
clause  provides  tliat  the  officers  shall  be 
members  of  the  federal  executive  council  1 

Mr.  M  RIXON :  It  does  not  connect 
tliem  with  the  Soveremn. 

O 

Mr.  Clark  :  It  makes  them  ministers  ; 
it  is  done  in  Canada  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON:  In  Canada  the  act 
says  ministers  shall  be  members  of  the 
Queen’s  Privy  Council. 

!Mr.  Clark  :  It  is  the  same  thing  here ! 

!Mr.  W  RIXON  :  I  apprehend  it  is  not 
the  same.  At  any  rate,  tlie  question  has 
never  been  raised  in  Canada ;  but  I  think 
the  question  certainly  would  be  raised 
here ;  and,  according  to  my  view,  I  think 
there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  courts 
w^ould  hold  that  ministers  so  appointed 
did  not  inherit  all  the  great  powers  of  the 
Queen’s  ministers,  and  which  powers  are 
yet  neces.sary  for  the  carrying  on  of  the 
government.  If  a  few  words  will  meet  this 
point,  I  think  it  is  most  important  that  it 
should  be  met.  I  will  now  say  a  few  words 
about  the  question  of  appeal  to  the  Queen- 
in-Council.  I  oLserve  that  the  hill  provides 
practically  that  that  appeal  shall  be  taken 
away  in  all  cases  except  where  the  public 
interests  are  concerned.  That  is  practically 
the  effect  of  the  bill.  I  must  say  that  I 
consider  that  a  mistake.  I  do  not  think 
we  should  take  away  the  right  of  appeal  to 
the  highest  legal  authority  in  the  realm. 
It  is  .said  that  this  limitation  of  the  bill  is 
based  upon  the  view  which  the  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil  have  taken  of  tlie  proper  reading  of  the 
Canadian  act,  and  that  it  merely  embodie.s 
that  view.  If  that  be  so  I  would  suggest 
that  v/e  take  the  terms  of  the  Canadian  act 
also,  and  leave  the  Privy  Council,  as  they 
doubtless  would,  to  take  the  same  view 
of  them.  That  w'ould  meet  the  difficulty. 
But  as  the  matter  stands  you  are  in  this 
position  :  you  hold  yourselves  out  to  the 
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world  as  saying  that  you  will  not  allow 
an  appeal  to  tlie  highest  legal  tribunal  in 
the  realm  unless  there  be  some  great  pub¬ 
lic  question  involved.  Ilut  there  are  vast 
industrial  interests  between  England  and 
these  colonies  ;  a  vast  amount  of  English 
capital  is  invested  in  these  colonies,  there 
are  vast  mercantile  negotiations  and  busi¬ 
nesses  going  on,  intertwining  one  with 
the  other,  and  I  apprehend  that  the 
owners  of  capital  and  the  projectors  of 
business  in  the  old  country  will  view  with 
anything  but  satisfaction  a  determination 
on  the  part  of  these  colonies  to  prohibit 
them  in  the  case  of  a  conflict  involving 
large  interests  on  their  part  from  having 
the  opinion  of  the  best  judges  in  the  land 
upon  the  question  involved.  I  would 
here  remark,  with  reference  to  the  judicial 
part  of  the  subject,  that  I  observe  an  ap¬ 
peal  is  given  by  the  bill  to  the  federal 
court  in  criminal  cases.  That,  with  great 
respect,  I  think  a  mistake,  and  I  should  be 
glad  to  see  the  provision  omitted.  I  am 
not  aware  that  it  has  been  asked  for  by 
any  of  the  provinces,  and  the  eflTect  of  an 
appeal  to  the  federal  court  in  criminal 
cases,  seeing  that  the  court  might  be  sit¬ 
ting  at  uncertain  times,  would  necessarily 
be  to  cause  great  delay,  and  to  give  a  great 
handle  to  persons  who  could  command 
means  in  some  cases  to  render  it  almost 
impossible  to  carry  out  the  criminal  law. 
I  am  aware  of  the  popular  and  plausible 
argument,  that  when  you  give  an  aj^peal 
as  to  a  small  amount  of  property,  you  ought 
ahso  to  give  it  in  regard  to  a  man’s  life. 
To  that  I  can  only  reply  that  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  the  thing  is  that  the  criminal  law 
should  be  promptly  administered,  and  I 
believe  you  will  impede  the  administration 
of  the  criminal  law,  and  not  assist  it,  if 
you  leave  that  provision  in  the  bill.  These 
are  the  principal  points  to  which  I  wish 
to  call  attention  at  this  stage.  I  notice 
that  a  point  which  was  mentioned  in  the 
Convention,  namely,  that  the  federal  go¬ 


vernment  should  have  some  power  of  con¬ 
trolling  the  railways  of  the  states,  so  as  to 
prevent  a  war  of  railway  tariffs,  has  not 
been  dealt  with  at  all  in  the  bill.  It  is  a 
point  that  deserves  attention,  because  if  we 
are  tohave  perfect  freedom  of  trade  between 
the  different  provinces  it  will  be  important 
to  enable  the  federal  government - 

Mr.  Deakin  :  It  is  in  the  bill.  It  comes 
under  the  general  powers,  chapter  i,  clause 
52! 

Sir  John  Downer  :  Look  at  clause  12, 
page  18  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  If  it  is  intended  to 
cover  that  by  the  regulation  of  trade  and 
commerce  among  the  several  states,  a 
question  might  arise  as  to  whether  it  is 
really  covered  by  that  provision. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Then  there  is  the  other 
clause  referred  to  by  the  hon.  member. 
Sir  John  Downer — page  18,  clause  12  1 

Mr.  WEIXOX:  I  am  glad  that  the 
question  has  been  considered,  because  it 
is  undoubtedly  an  important  point  if  we 
are  going  to  have  free-trade  between  the 
states.  The  language  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  be  as  precise  and  definite  as  could  be 
wished,  and  it  may  be  a  matter  for  con¬ 
sideration  in  Committee  whether  we  should 
not  more  definitely  point  to  the  question 
of  controlling  railway  freights.  So  long  as 
we  are  satisfied  that  the  matter  is  dealt 
with,  it  will  meet  the  views  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  generally. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  That  was  not 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  committee  ! 

Mr.  'WIlIXOX :  Several  members  of 
the  committee  seem  to  consider  that  it  was, 
and  certainly  those  clauses  to  w’hich  ray 
attention  has  been  drawn  may  possibly 
meet  the  case.  They  do  not  meet  it  ex¬ 
pressly,  but  they  may  cover  it.  As  long 
as  it  is  intended  to  cover  it,  that  is  the  im¬ 
portant  point.  It  is  a  mere  matter  of 
verbiage  how  we  do  it.  There  is  another 
point  I  wish  to  refer  to,  I  do  not  gather 
from  the  bill  that  the  federal  government 
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will  have  sufficient  control  over  the  revision 
of  the  electoral  rolls  for  its  own  electorate. 
There  are  clauses  which  give  it  power 
with  regard  to  tlie  conduct  of  the  elections, 
but  I  think  the  federal  government  should 
also  liave  the  pow’er  of  controlling  and 
revising  the  electoral  rolls,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  ensure  the  purity  of  the  rolls  by  which 
the  members  of  the  federal  parliament  will 
be  returned.  It  is  a  matter  which  I  hope 
will  engage  our  attention  in  Committee. 
There  is  only  one  other  point  which  I  will 
mention — it  is  perhaps  more  a  matter  of 
verbiage  than  anything  else — that  is,  the 
clause  which  provides  that  a  convicted 
criminal  shall  not  be  entitled  to  sit  in  the 
new  parliament  until  he  is  discharged  or 
pardoned.  That  is  rather  an  unhappy 
clause.  It  is  not  a  cardinal  principle  of  the 
bill  ;  but  it  is  an  unhappy  provision,  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  it  omitted  altogether. 
These  are  the  chief  points  to  which  I  wdll 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Convention.  I 
feel  that  at  this  stage  the  more  we  com¬ 
press  our  observations  the  better  it  will 
be,  so  as  to  bring  the  bill  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  into  Committee,  so  that  we  may  press 
it  forw-ard  there  with  all  reasonable  speed. 
The  subject  is  a  great  and  a  vast  one ;  it 
is  too  great  to  allow  of  any  small,  petty,  or 
provincial  feeling  intervening  to  cause  de¬ 
lay  or  prevent  our  united  wish  that  w'e 
may  be  able  to  make  this  bill  as  perfect  as 
possible,  so  as  to  command  the  assent  of  the 
provinces  and  the  as.sent  of  the  people  of 
the  whole  of  this  community.  I  think  all 
our  efforts  will  be  directed  to  that  end, 
and  I  hope  the  views  I  have  suggested 
will  have  consideration,  so  as  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  making  amendments  when  we 
actually  get  into  Committee. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  understand  that  it  is 
tlie  wash  of  hon.  members,  and  I  am  sure 
it  is  ray  own  wish,  that  this  debate  should 
be  as  short  as  possible.  Therefore  I  am 
not  going  to  address  any  remarks  to  any 
.subject  which  I  myself  do  not  believe  is  of 
[J/r.  Wrixon, 


the  utmost  importance.  I  agree  wdth  a 
great  deal  that  has  fallen  from  the  hon. 
member,  ]\Ir.  ^yrixon ;  but  I  do  not  intend 
to  follow  his  example  by  criticising  the 
wdiole  of  the  bill,  because  I  think  it  wull 
shorten  my  remarks  and  meet  the  wishes 
of  hon.  membei*s  if  1  do  not  adduce  any 
arguments  which  may  be  better  adduced 
on  matters  of  detail  in  Committee.  There 
is  only  one  point  to  w^hich  I  will  address 
my  remarks — that  is,  our  old  friend,  the 
question  of  state  rights  and  state  interests. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Our  old  friend  ?  Old 
trouble  ! 

Mr.  BAKER :  It  may  be  our  old  enemy ; 
but  I  look  upon  it  as  an  old  friend.  We 
are  sent  here  to  form  a  federal  government, 
and  with  all  deference  and  humility,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  bill  which  w  e  are 
now  discussing  is  not  a  bill  to  form  a 
federal  government.  The  quintessence  of 
federation  is  left  out,  for  this  reason  :  that 
so  far  as  the  states  themselves  through 
their  representatives  are  concerned,  they 
wdll  have  no  voice  in  matters  of  federal 
legislation.  It  is  quite  true  that  equal  re¬ 
presentation  is  afforded  to  the  smaller 
states  in  the  senate.  But  what  is  the  good 
of  equal  representation  in  one  branch  of  the 
legislature  if  you  deprive  that  branch  of  the 
legislature  of  all  its  powers  1  I  quite  agree 
with  the  President  in  his  disapprobation 
of  paper  constitutions.  I  hold  that  ex¬ 
perience,  wherever  we  can  get  it,  is  a  far 
safer  guide  than  theory,  and  we  cannot  in 
all  federal  questions  obtain  experience 
except  from  one  or  two  countrie.s.  But 
we  have  in  America  a  people  practically 
of  our  own  race,  speaking  our  own  lan- 
guage,  brought  up  under  the  same  cir¬ 
cumstances  as  ourselves  so  far  as  politi¬ 
cal  institutions  are  concerned,  and  wo 
should  be  wanting  in  wisdom  if  we 
were  to  refrain  from  learning  lessons  from 
the  experience  which  they  have  gained. 

I  would  first  of  all  point  out  that  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  experience  of  America  the 
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federal  constitution,  although  it  is  reduced 
to  writing,  yet  is  an  exceedingly  plastic 
document — that  although  the  form  may  re¬ 
main,  the  substance  is  entirely  changed  by 
the  mighty  force  of  human  nature  acting 
on  political  institutions.  I  crave  leave  of 
the  Convention  to  give  one  or  two  quota¬ 
tions  from  two  celebrated  American  writers 
in  support  of  that  proposition.  Mr.  Wood- 
row  Wilson,  whose  name  is  very  well 
known  to  all  the  members  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  tolls  us  that 

there  has  been  a  constant  growth  of  legislative 
and  administrative  practice,  and  a  steady  accre¬ 
tion  of  precedent  in  the  management  of  federal 
affairs,  which  have  broadened  the  sphere  and 
altered  the  functions  of  the  Government  with¬ 
out  perceptibly  affecting  the  vocabulary  of  our 
constitutional  language.  Ours  is,  scarcely  less 
than  the  British,  a  living  and  fecund  system. 

He  tells  us  further  on  that 
the  central  government  is  constantly  l)ecoming 
stronger  and  more  active,  and  Congress  is  estab¬ 
lishing  itself  as  the  one  sovereign  authority  in 
that  government.  In  constitutional  theory  and 
in  the  broader  features  of  past  practice  ours  has 
been  what  Mr.  Bagehot  has  called  a  composite 
government.  Besides  state  and  federal  author¬ 
ities  to  dispute  as  to  sovereignty  there  have 
been  within  the  federal  system  itself  rival  and 
irreconcilable  ix>wers.  But  gradually  the  strong 
are  overcoming  the  weak.  If  the  signs  of  the 
times  are  to  be  credited  we  are  fast  approaching 
an  adjustment  of  sovereignty  quite  as  simple  as 
need  be.  Congress  is  not  only  to  retain  the 
authority  it  already  possesses,  but  is  to  be 
brought  again  and  again  face  to  face  with  still 
greater  demands  upon  its  energy,  its  wisdom, 
and  its  conscience — is  to  have  ever-widening 
duties  and  responsibilities  thrust  upon  it,  with¬ 
out  being  granted  a  moment’s  opportunity  to 
look  back  from  the  plough  to  which  it  has  set 
its  hands. 

And  Mr.  Clason,  in  a  book  called  the 

Seven  Conventions,”  a  history  of  seven 
of  the  most  celebrated  conventions  in  the 
United  States,  says  : 

Within  less  than  a  century  the  Constitution 
has  become  exactly  what  they  who  framed  it 
and  they  who  accepted  it  neither  understood  it 
to  be  nor  meant  it  to  be— -a  government  of  num¬ 
bers  by  numbers  for  numbers,  instead  of  a  go¬ 
vernment  by  states  for  states. 


Now,  if  these  forces  of  human  nature,  to 
which  I  have  referred,  liave  had  that  effect 
in  America,  where  the  Senate,  which  was 
supposed  to  represent  the  states,  has  had 
not  only  all  the  power  whicli  the  most 
strenuous  advocate  of  state  rights  in  this 
Convention  washes  to  give  the  senate  here, 
but  in  addition  has  the  great  power  and 
privilege  of  being  one  of  the  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  branches  of  the  Government,  ha.s 
the  power  of  making  war  and  declaring 
peace — if  the  result  has  been  in  America 
that  the  central  government  has  become 
stronger  and  stronger  ;  if  the  government 
has  become  more  and  more  government  by 
numbers  for  numbers,  and  that  the  power 
of  the  states,  as  states,  has  constantly 
diminished  in  regard  to  federal  matters — 
what  can  we  expect  if  we  pass  this  bill  in 
its  present  form  ?  I  cannot  understand 
those  hon.  members  of  this  Convention  w-ho 
are  so  exceedingly  anxious  to  guard  the 
rightsof  majorities.  Why,  majorities  will  al¬ 
ways  look  after  themseh-es.  It  is  the  rights 
of  minorities  that  have  to  be  considered. 
It  has  been  stated  that  the  best  test  of 
liberty  in  any  representative  government 
is :  Are  the  rights  of  minorities  properly 
guarded  ?  We  need  not  apply  ourselves 
with  any  great  assiduity  to  protect  the 
rights  of  the  majority,  because  the  majority 
always  will  protect  their  own  rights.  It  is 
absurd  to  say  that  the  minority  is  going  to 
rule.  As  far  as  I  know,  nobody  in  this 
Convention  has  ever  set  up  the  claim  which 
it  has  been  asserted  in  the  newspapers  has 
been  made,  that  the  minority  shall  rule 
the  majority.  I,  for  one,  would  not  think 
of  uttering  such  an  absurdity.  But  it  is 
a  very  different  thing  to  claim  the  right  to 
command  and  enforce  obedience,  and  to 
claim  the  right  to  be  consulted  before  a 
command  is  given.  That  is  all  we  ask  for — 
we  who  advocate  the  rights  of  the  smaller 
states — that  is  all  we  have  ever  asked  for. 
What  I  understand  to  be  the  contention  of 
hon.  members  who  represent  Victoria  is 
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this  :  that  all  the  powers  sliall  he  concen¬ 
trated  in  one  branch  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  No  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  think  I  shall  show 
that  that  will  be  the  ultimate  result,  that 
all  powers  shall  be  concentrated  in  one 
branch  of  tlie  legislature,  in  which  the 
majority,  and  the  majority  only,  shall  rule. 
AYhat  they  claim  is  this  :  not  government 
for  tlie  people  by  the  people,  but  govern¬ 
ment  by  the  people  of  Yictoria  and  New 
South  Wales  for  Victoria  and  New  South 
AYalesand  all  the  rest  of  the  colonies.  That 
is  what  it  comes  to.  If  all  the  power  is  con¬ 
centrated  in  one  branch  of  the  legislature, 
in  which  bi*anch  those  two  colonies,  with 
their  large  populations,  have  a  preponder¬ 
ant  voice,  that  is  what  it  comes  to — go¬ 
vernment  by  the  people  of  Yictoria  and 
New  South  Wales,  not  only  for  themselves, 
but  also  for  the  other  colonies.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  in  the  Convention  and 
outside  about  these  two  great  colonies  not 
giving  up  their  rights  of  self-government, 
the  privileges  for  w^hich  they  have  struggled 
so  long.  I  entirely  agree  with  those  senti¬ 
ments  ;  but  are  not  the  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  350,000  people  of  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  as  dear  to  them  as  the  rights  of  the 
1,250,000  people  of  New  South  Wales  are 
to  them  ? 

Colonel  Smith  :  Their  interests  are  iden¬ 
tical  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  The  hon.  member  says 
that  their  interests  are  identical.  How 
does  he  know  ?  If  their  interests  are  iden¬ 
tical  at  the  present  moment,  how  can  he 
tell  whether  in  twenty  or  thirty  years’ 
time  they  will  be  so  or  not?  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  plasticity  of  this  constitution 
which  we  are  asked  to  adopt  will  be  jnani- 
fested  ill  a  very  short  time,  and  that  there 
are  four  causes  which  will  operate  to  make 
the  senate  a  mere  dummy.  First  of  all, 
there  is  the  right  of  the  initiation  of  money 
bills — and,  as  Mr.  Wrixon  says,  finance  is 
government  and  government  is  finance — 
[d/r.  Baker, 


and  is  it  not  an  immense  power  to  give  to 
one  house  over  the  other  that  all  financial 
measures  shall  bo  initiated  in  that  house? 
And,  in  the  next  place,  there  is  the  refusal 
to  alloNv  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature 
the  alteration  of  money  bills.  That  of  itself 
is  an  immense  power.  Then  when  we  come 
to  the  third  point,  that  we  are  to  have 
responsible  government,  the  executive  to 
be  a  committee  of  one  house,  what  wdll 
become  of  the  senate?  Will  the  senate 
have  any  power? 

An  Hox.  Member  :  - 

Mr.  BAKER  :  This  bill  does  not  say 
so.  The  hon.  member,  Mr.  ^lunro,  wdll 
admit  that  if  we  liave  a  responsible  form 
of  government,  wdiicli  means  that  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  shall  obtain  and  hold  the  confidence 
of  one  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  of 
only  one  brancli,  that  that  branch  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  the  lower  house,  for  this  rea¬ 
son,  if  for  no  other,  that  that  house  has 
the  control  of  the  finances.  If  that  is  the  ' 
constitution  of  the  senate,  wdiat  chance  is 
there  that  men  of  character  and  position, 
to  whom  the  President  has  referred,  wdll 
seek  to  become  members  of  the  senate  ] 
Will  not  all  the  most  experienced,  all  the 
most  energetic  men,  all  the  ino.st  able  men 
become  members  of  tliat  house  wdiich  has 
the  powder  concentrated  in  it  ?  Is  it  likely 
that  a  man  who  has  spent  liis  life  in  direct¬ 
ing  the  fortunes  of  the  country,  in  controll- 
ing,  perhap.s,  a  turbulent  legislature,  wnll 
seek  elevation  to  the  senate,  w  here  there  is 
really  notliing  to  do  except  to  register  the  de¬ 
crees  of  the  lower  branch  of  tlie  legislature? 

It  seems  to  me  that  these  four  forces  will  j 
actually  make  tlie  senate  perliaps  even  , 
le.ss  pow’erful  than  some  of  the  upper 
houses  at  the  present  time,  and  that  is  the 
reason  why  I  say  that  the  quintessence  of  ^ 
federation  is  left  out  of  the  bill.  j 

Mr.  Gordon  :  It  has  a  bias  against  ] 
federation !  ] 

Mr.  BAKER:  I  understand  that  one  of  | 
the  great  reasons  which  actuate  the  minds  d 
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of  tlic  members  of  this  Convention  wlio 
desire  to  unduly,  it  seems  to  me,  curtail 
the  powers  of  the  senate,  is  the  fear  of  a 
deadlock.  Tliey  say,  “  What  is  the  ulti¬ 
mate  solution  in  case  the  two  branches  of 
the  legislature  disagree?  Well,  we  know 
[>crfectly  well  that  unless  there  is  an  abso¬ 
lute  autocracy  all  forms  of  government 
are  liable  to  deadlocks.  The  chance  of 
deadlocks  is  the  price  we  pay  for  our 
liberties ;  but  how  can  anybody  who  has 
Jiad  experience  in  government  in  these 
colonies,  where  it  is  possible  for  a  dead¬ 
lock  to  occur  any  day,  not  only  because 
of  a  conflict  between  the  two  houses  of 
parliament ;  but  ev^en  if  the  executive,  the 
governor,  or  any  other  body  exercise  all 
the  constitutional  powers  which  are  legally 
theirs,  be  afraid  of  a  deadlock  ?  We  know 
very  well  that  a  deadlock  is  only  obviated 
by  the  discretion  of  those  who  administer 
the  government,  and  what  right  have  we 
to  suppose  that  there  will  be  less  discretion 
in  both  branches  of  the  federal  legislation 
than  in  our  local  parliaments?  I  would 
again  ask  to  be  allowed  to  give  the  result 
of  experience  in  America  in  reference  to 
this  question  of  deadlocks.  We  know  that 
no  deadlock  has  occurred  in  America  for 
100  years,  although  the  Senate  there  is  the 
most  powerful  house,  and  although  it  has 
co-equal  powers  in  every  respect,  except 
in  the  initiation  of  bills  for  taxation,  with 
the  lower  house,  and  the  reason  for  this 
is  given  by  American  writers.  Mr.  Wood- 
row  Wilson,  after  making  some  prelimin¬ 
ary  remarks  upon  the  subject,  says  : 

But  there  is  safety  and  ease  in  the  fact  that  the 
Senate  never  wishes  to  carry  its  resistance  to 
the  House  to  that  point  at  which  resistance  must 
stay  all  progress  in  legislation  ;  because  tliere  is 
really  a  “  latent  unity’^  between  the  Senate  and 
the  House  which  makes  continued  antagonism 
between  them  next  to  impossible — certainly  in 
the  highest  degree  improbable.  ^  The  Senate  and 
tlie  House  are  of  different  origin  ;  but  virtually 
of  the  same  nature.  The  Senate  is  less  demo¬ 
cratic  than  the  House,  and,  consequently,  less 
sensible  to  transient  phases  of  public  opinion  ; 
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but  it  is  no  less  sensible  than  the  House  of  its 
ultimate  accountability  to  the  people,  and  is, 
consequently  quite  as  obedient  to  the  more  per¬ 
manent  and  imperative  judgments  of  the  public 
mind.  It  cannot  be  carried  so  quickly  by  every 
new  sentiment ;  but  it  can  be  carried  quickly 
enough.  There  is  a  main  chance  at  election 
time  for  it  as  w^ell  as  for  the  House  to  think 
about. 

It  is  put  in  another  way  by  Mr.  Bryce, 
where  he  says  that  the  two  branches  of 
the  legislature  in  America  are  both  ser¬ 
vants  of  the  same  master,  whose  will  they 
must  ultimately  obey,  and  that  that  master 
is  the  sovereign  people  of  America.  And 
the  master  of  both  the  houses  of  tliis  com¬ 
monwealth,  if  federation  is  brought  about, 
will  be  the  people  of  Australia.  I  do  not 
care  in  wdiat  w'ay  you  frame  the  consti¬ 
tution,  the  people  of  Australia  will  mould 
and  modify  it  in  accordance  with  their  ideas 
and  sentiments  for  the  moment,  althou"b 
its  outward  form  may  remain  the  same.  I 
will  not  detain  the  Convention  any  longer  ; 
but  I  must  say  that  I  am  exceedngly  doubt¬ 
ful  whether,  if  this  bill  is  passed  in  its 
present  form,  with  such  a  weak,  ina potent 
senate,  the  smaller  states  of  Australia  can 
safely  join  the  confederation.  I  w'ould  call 
the  attention  of  hon.  members  to  the  word¬ 
ing  of  clause  54 — I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  intentional  or  not — on  this  very  same 
question  : 

Laws  appropriating  any  part  of  the  public 
revenue,  or  imposing  any  tax  or  impost,  shall 
originate  in  the  liouse  of  rej>resentatives. 

That  means  nearly  every  bill  that  is  intro¬ 
duced.  Almost  every  bill  introduced 
either  appropriates  part  of  the  public  re¬ 
venue  or  impo.ses  a  tax  or  impost.  I 
know  that  in  South  Australia,  \vhere  we 
have  the  same  words  as  these  in  our  Con¬ 
stitution,  all  the  important  bills,  and  four- 
fifths  of  all  the  bills,  come  under  this  cate¬ 
gory.  It  is  quite  true  that  in  the  next 
clause  bills  imposing  a  tax  or  impost  are 
defined  ;  but  bills  appropriating  part  of  the 
public  revenue  are  not  defined.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  the  intention  to 
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convey  tlie  same  klea  in  both  of  these 
clauses ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  they  con¬ 
tradict  one  another.  Clause  55  says  : 

The  senate  shall  have  ec^ual  power  with  the 
house  of  representatives  in  respect  of  all  pro¬ 
posed  laws,  except  laws  imposing  taxation  and 
laws  appropriating  the  necessary  supplies  for 
the  ordinary  annual  services  of  the  government. 

That  is  quite  contradictory  to  clause  54. 

Mr.  Barton  :  No  ;  it  must  be  read 
subject  to  clause  54  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  If  that  is  the  intention, 
why  not  put  it  more  clearly,  and  strike 
out,  in  clause  54,  the  words  any  part  of 
the  public  revenue,”  and  insert  “the  neces¬ 
sary  supplies  for  the  ordinary  annual  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  government  There  seems 
to  me  to  be  an  inconsistency  between  the 
clauses,  and  this  accentuates  the  point 
which  I  w  ish  to  make  as  to  the  exceed¬ 
ingly  limited  powers  given  to  the  senate — 
powers  which,  in  my  opinion,  make  it  in¬ 
competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  a 
federal  senate,  and  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  states  which  ought  to  be  confided 
to  its  care. 

Mr.  CLARK  :  Tliere  seems  a  disposi¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  some  members  of  the 
Convention  to  get  into  Committee  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  have  no  wish  whatever 
to  take  up  the  time  of  tlie  Convention ; 
but  it  has  been  thought  by  some  members 
of  the  Constitutional  Committee  that  at 
least  one  member  of  it  ought  to  defend  the 
bill  against  some  of  the  attacks  which  have 
been  made  upon  it  by  the  two  speakers  who 
have  addressed  the  Convention  this  morn¬ 
ing.  I  had  no  wd.sh  whatever  to  take  this  par- 
ticular  task  upon  myself,  and  I  very  much 
regret  that  the  chairman  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tional  Committee,  Sir  Samuel  Griflith,  was 
absent  during  the  whole  of  the  time  that 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  addressed 
the  House ;  but,  in  his  absence,  I  took  a 
number  of  notes  of  Mr.  Wrixon’s  speech. 

I  concur  with  the  lion,  member,  Mr. 
\V  rixon,  that  it  very  often  saves  time  in 
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Commitlee  to  ventilate  some  matters  of 
detiiil  in  general  debate,  so  as  not  to 
spring  amendments  or  objections  upon 
lion.  members  in  Committee.  I  listened 
wdth  very  great  pleasure  to  the  careful 
and  intelligent  criticism  of  the  bill  by  the 
lion,  member,  Mr.  Wrixon  ;  and  I  think 
I  may  say  for  every  member  of  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  Committee  that  w^e  shall  each 
and  all  be  only  too  happy  to  listen  to  any 
number  of  speeches  of  the  same  kind  as 
his,  showing  such  a  careful  study  of  the  bill, 
such  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  its  pro¬ 
visions,  and  containing  so  many  suggestions 
for  our  consideration  with  regard  to  the  pos¬ 
sible  improvement  of  the  meiisure  as  it  did. 
But  I  think  that  my  lion,  friend,  Mr. 

rixon,  misconceived  the  purport  and 
efiect  of  some  of  the  clauses  to  which  Lo 
referred.  He  devoted  his  attention  ])ar- 
ticularly  to  cliapter  v,  which  deals  with 
the  states,  and  he  seemed  to  think  that 
the  whole  of  that  chapter  w^as  out  of  place 
because  it  did  not  deal  with  the  question 
of  federal  government  at  all,  but  Avas  an 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  internal  af¬ 
fairs  of  each  state.  But  I  would  like  to 
put  before  the  lion,  member  and  before  this 
Convention  w^hat  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
very  important  consideration  w  ith  regard 
to  this  bill,  and  with  regard  to  the  future 
federation  w’hich  we  hope  will  arise  under 
it,  and  that  is,  that  every  resident  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Australia,  after  this  bill 
becomes  law,  wdll  be  a  citizen  of  two 
distinct  governments,  and  he  has  a  right  to 
look  to  each  of  those  governments  for  the 
protection  of  certain  fundamental  rights 
and  privileges  ;  and  this  chapter  dealing 
with  the  states  only  attempts  to  interfere 
with  the  action  of  the  states  in  so  far  as 
the  federal  government  thinks  it  right  to 
do  so  for  the  protection  of  its  individual 
citizens.  I  think  if  hon.  members  will 
read  through  all  the  provisions  which  ap¬ 
pear  to  interfere  w'ith  state  action,  or 
which  do  deliberately  prohibit  such  action 
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in  certain  subjects,  they  will  see  that  it 
is  for  the  protection  of  certain  funcla- 
mental  rights  and  liberties  which  every 
individual  citizen  is  entitled  to  claim  tliat 
the  federal  government  shall  take  under 
its  protection  and  secure  to  him.  So  much 
for  chapter  v  as  a  whole.  Coming  to 
the  clauses  in  particular  which  the  hon. 
inenjber,  Mr,  Wrixon,  criticised,  I  will 
refer  first  of  all  to  the  clause  which  says 
that  the  states  shall  adopt  what  inode 
they  like  for  the  appointment  of  their 
governors.  It  appeared  to  me  that  the 
lion,  gentleman  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  clause  directly  invited  the  differ¬ 
ent  states  to  adopt  the  system  of  popular 
election  for  their  governors;  but  I  think 
that  no  such  reading  as  that  can  be  given 
to  the  language  used.  It  simply  leaves 
the  states  to  decide  foi*  themselves  in 
what  manner  their  governors  shall  be  ap¬ 
pointed.  We  know  that  each  and  all  of 
them  can  now  obtain  an  amendment  of 
their  constitution  from  the  Imperial  Par¬ 
liament,  enabling  them  to  alter  the  mode 
of  appointing  their  governors,  and  this 
clause  simply  says  that,  without  having  to 
go  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  they  shall 
have  that  right  secured  to  them  from  the  date 
of  federation.  It  does  not  follow  that  they 
will  go  in  for  the  popular  election  of  their 
governors  at  all.  In  all  probability  most 
of  them  will  continue  for  a  long  time  to 
come  to  have  their  governors  appointed  as 
at  present ;  and  so  far  from  being  in  any 
Avay  an  interference  with  the  right  of  the 
people  to  say  in  what  mode  their  governors 
shall. be  appointed,  this  clause  leaves  them 
absolutely  free  to  do  as  they  like. 

Mr.  CuTiiBERT  :  What  necessity  is  there 
for  it  ?  It  is  only  a  saving  clause  ! 

Mr,  Deakix  :  Do  not  argue  it  now  ! 

Mr.  CLARK  :  I  am  only  replying  to 
the  criticism  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Wrixon,  who  seemed  to  think  that  this 
clause  was  a  direct  invitation  to  the  people 
to  adopt  the  system  of  popular  election. 


The  next  clause  to  which  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  objected  was  that  which  provides 
that  references  to  the  Queen  shall  go 
through  the  governor  general.  I  think  we 
are  all  agreed  that  the  object  of  federa¬ 
tion  is  to  make  us  one  nation  or  one  com¬ 
munity  with  regard  to  the  outside  world, 
and  if  we  are  to  be  one  nation  and  one 
community  with  regard  to  the  outside 
Avorld  we  surely  ought  to  have  only  ono 
channel  of  communication  with  the  out¬ 
side  world.  That  is  the  sole  object  of  that 
clause.  It  has  no  intention  whatever  of 
interfering  with  the  executive  government 
in  the  several  colonies,  or  to  give  the 
governor-general  or  his  ministei*s  any 
power  whatever  to  interfere  with  the  ex- 
ecutiv^e  affairs  in  the  several  colonies.  If 
hon.  members  believe,  and  can  show,  that 
this  method  of  communicating  with  the 
Queen  will  cause  irritation  and  produce 
unforeseen  results  of  a  disadvantageous 
nature,  I  am  sure  every  member  of  the 
committee  will  only  be  too  happy  to  hear 
criticisms  of  that  kind,  and,  possibly,  on 
reflection,  to  alter  their  opinions  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  utility  or  necessity  of  this 
provision.  On  one  subject  to  which  the 
hon.  delegate  from  Victoria  referred  I  am 
entirely  in  accord  wdth  him.  I  refer  to 
the  clause  authorising  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  to  confer  original  jurisiliction  on  the 
supreme  court  in  additional  cases.  Of 
course  it  is  ^veU  understood  that  every 
member  of  the  committee  reserved  to  him¬ 
self  the  right  in  Convention  to  differ  from 
any  of  the  details  of  the  bill.  It  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  fourteen  members 
would  be  absolutely  unanimous  on  every 
point.  Therefore  I  do  not  think  I  am 
guilty  of  any  breach  of  decorum  when  I 
say  that  personally  in  the  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee  and  in  the  Constitutional  Committee 
I  strenuously  fought  against  this  provi¬ 
sion  ;  but  I  \vas  outvoted.  I  shall,  there¬ 
fore,  be  happy  to  join  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Wrixon,  in  attempting  to  get  the 
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clause  excised.  Tlieu  my  hoii.  friend  ap¬ 
proached  what  is  perhaps  the  knottiest 
and  most  difficult  question  in  the  whole 
hill,  and  that  is,  the  relations  of  the  senate 
and  tlie  house  of  representatives  with  re¬ 
gard  to  money  bills  and  the  question  of 
finality  with  regard  to  legislation  in  gene¬ 
ral.  I  thought  that  the  Convention  had 
substantially  adopted  the  compromise 
which  is  now  embodied  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  AVrixon  :  Oh,  no  ! 

Mr.  CLARK  :  But  if  I  am  wrong  in 
that  impression,  of  course  I  must  only 
wait  to  hear  what  other  objections  can  be 
urged  against  it  when  the  bill  gets  into 
Committee.  I  will  not  attempt  to  discu.ss 
the  question  now.  But  I  will  say  with 
regard  to  tlie  question  of  finality  that  if 
there  is  to  be  any  system  proposed  by 
which  finality  shall  be  arrived  at  in  all 
matters  of  legislation,  so  that  the  senate 
may  be  ultimately  outvoted  on  any  mat¬ 
ter  whatever,  then  it  certainly  ought  to 
be  put  on  a  perfect  equality  with  the 
other  house  with  regard  to  money  bills, 
so  far  as  the  right  of  amendment  is  con¬ 
cerned.  It  is,  therefore,  a  choice  whctlier 
you  will  accept  this  compromise  with  re¬ 
gard  to  amendments,  or  give  the  senate 
absolute  power  of  amendment,  and  pro¬ 
vide  some  system  of  obtaining  finality 
on  any  matter,  whether  it  is  a  money  bill 
or  not  Tiie  reference  which  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  made  to  the  use 
of  the  word  “  law  ”  instead  of  bill  ”  I 
believe  is  perfectly  correct  in  regard  to  the 
use  of  the  word  in  several  cases.  I  believe 
it  has  been  a  mere  slip  on  the  part  of  the 
draftsman. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  ;  No  ! 

Mr.  CLARK  :  In  clause  57  it  is  evi¬ 
dently  a  slip,  because  a  measure  is  a  bill 
when  it  is  presented  to  the  governor- 
general  ;  it  is  only  a  law  after  it  has  been 
as.sented  to. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  word  mny 
be  wrong,  but  it  was  used  deliberately  ! 
[d/r.  Clark, 


Mr.  CLARK  :  One  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  points  touched  upon  by  the  lion,  dele¬ 
gate  from  AHctoria  was  the  question  of 
constitutional  government.  lie  seemed  to 
think  that  the  clause  providing  for  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  officei's  in  charge  of  the  various 
departments  of  the  state  did  not  provide 
for  constitutional  government  as  we  under¬ 
stand  it,  with  the  very  large  and  necessary 
powers  which  a  minister  of  the  Crown 
always  possesses  in  a  British  community 
having  responsible  government.  I  inter¬ 
jected  at  the  time  that  I  thought  the  hon. 
member  had  overlooked  the  last  line  of 
clause  4,  chapter  ii,  which  says  that  such 
officers  shall  be  members  of  the  federal 
executive  council  ;  and  I  think  the  hon. 
gentleman  will  find,  upon  reilection,  that 
the  words  that  I  have  quoted  constitute 
those  officers  what  we  ordinarily  call  min¬ 
isters  of  the  Crown,  and  that,  being  min¬ 
isters  of  the  Crown,  they  will  liave  ail 
the  pow’ers  which  the  officei^s  called  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  Crown  at  the  present  time  in 
the  constitutions  of  the  several  colonies  by 
law  possess.  AVith  regard  to  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council,  I  understand  that  the  only 
objection  the  hon.  member  takes  to  the 
clause  dealing  with  that  question  is  that 
it  attempts  to  set  out  the  interpretation 
which  the  Privy  Council  has  already  put 
upon  the  language  contained  in  the  British 
North  America  Act  reserving  the  right 
of  appeal  to  her  Majesty-in-Council.  If  it 
is  simply  a  question  as  to  whether  we 
should  use  the  language  of  the  British 
North  America  Act,  which  was  at  one 
time  doubtful,  and  a  subject  of  grerit  argu¬ 
ment,  but  wliich  has  now  been  interpreted, 
or  whether  we  should  use  the  very  lan¬ 
guage  used  by  the  interpreting  authority, 

I  do  not  think  there  ought  to  be  much 
hesitation  in  choosing  the  direct  interpre¬ 
tation  given  by  the  constituted  authority 
of  that  which  before  was  doubtful  and 
arguable.  That  is  our  justification  for 
adopting  that  method,  instead  of  repeating 
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tlio  language  of  the  British  North  America 
Act.  On  the  que.stion  of  the  control  of 
the  railway  tarifife,  I  think  we  have  suHi- 
cient  power  to  prevent  what  are  called  dif¬ 
ferential  rates,  under  the  power  to  regu¬ 
late  commerce.’^  At  least  w’e  know  that  in 
America  they  have  passed  an  act  called  the 
Inter-State  Commerce  Act,  in  which  they 
absolutely  prohibit  any  railway  company 
giving  better  terms  to  any  number  of  its 
constituents  than  they  give  to  otheis,  or 
better  terms  to  any  localities  than  they 
give  to  others.  Now,  if  in  America,  where 
the  railways  are  all  owned  by  private 
companies,  the  Congress  has  power  in  its 
Constitution  to  pass  a  law  which  says  that 
no  company  shall  give  better  terms  or 
advantages  to  some  of  its  constituents 
than  to  others,  or  to  some  localities  than 
to  others,  we  surely  can  adopt  the  same 
method  in  preventing  one  colony  owning 
railways  attempting  to  take  traffic  from 
another  by  running  at  lower  rates  for 
some  people  than  for  others,  or  running 
at  lower  rates  for  goods  from  some  locali¬ 
ties  than  from  others. 

Mr.  Wrixon  :  A  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  stated  that  it  was  not  considered  by 
the  committee  ! 

Mr.  CLAKK  :  Stated  it  ^vas  not  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas:  That  point  was 
not  considered  ! 

Mr.  CLARK  :  I  do  not  say  that  it  was 
deliberately  considered.  I  only  speak  in  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned  ;  and  I  believe  otlier 
members  of  the  committee  are  convinced 
that  under  the  power  to  regulate  com¬ 
merce  we  have  the  powxr  to  prevent  any 
colony  attempting,  by  running  at  low^er 
rates,  to  take  away  traffic  from  another 
colony. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  No  ! 

jVlr.  CLARK:  Well,  I  believe  we  have. 

Mr.  Barton  :  Each  colony  has  supreme 
i^ower  within  its  owm  boundaries! 


Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  That  matter  w’as 
never  discussed  1 

Mr.  CLARK:  I  do  not  say  that  it  was; 
but  I  say  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  several 
lawyers  that  we  have  that  power. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  It  is  not  so  in 
America.  The  only  provi.sion  there  is  this  : 
they  must  not  charge  more  to  one  state 
than  to  another.  They  can  make  any 
charges  they  like  upon  their  particular 
line^;  but  they  must  not  give  a  prefer¬ 
ence  to  one  state  over  another  state. 

Mr.  CLARK  :  That  is  not  a  provision 
of  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Act,  as  I  will 
show  the  lion,  gentleman  wlien  the  proper 
time  arrives.  There  is  only  one  other 
matter  to  which  I  will  refer.  One  lion, 
member  seemed  to  think  it  was  undesir¬ 
able  to  allow  an  appeal  in  criminal  cases 
to  the  federal  supreme  court,  because  he 
thought  the  execution  of  criminal  law 
ought  to  be  speedy.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  when  a  man^s  life  is  involved,  it  is  a 
very  unsatisfactory  state  of  things  to  have 
his  fate  .suspended  for  any  length  of  time. 
That  is  one  objection,  and  that  is  the  great 
objection,  to  appeals  in  criminal  cases  to 
the  Privy  Council.  The  hon.  member, 
however,  w  ill  see  at  once  that  an  appeal 
to  a  court  in  Australia  will  not  create  the 
same  lengthy  delay  as  an  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council  in  England  doe.s,  and  be¬ 
yond  that,  appeals  in  criminal  cases  w  ill 
not  be  always  in  regard  to  cases  in  whicli 
capital  punishment  is  concerned.  If  the 
hon.  member  will  look  through  the  reports 
of  criminal  cases  in  England,  I  think 
he  will  find  that  tlie  appeals  in  capital 
cases  are  very  few  indeed ;  hut  there  are 
numerous  appeals  in  cases  of  larceny,  for¬ 
gery,  embezzlement,  and  fraud  ;  and  in 
those  cases  wdierc  life  is  not  involved  a 
man  may  be  kept  in  prison  until  the 
point  in  dispute  is  settled.  If  it  is  settled 
in  his  favour  he  is  discharged ;  if  it  is 
not  settled  in  his  favour  he  is  left  to 
complete  his  sentence.  I  do  not  think 
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any  very  serious  injury  is  done  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  in  cases  of  that  kind,  compared 
with  the  benelit  to  the  whole  community 
in  obtaining  the  best  and  most  authorita- 
tiv^e  decision  on  the  points  involved  for 
the  purposes  of  fiitui'e  practice.  I  said  at 
the  outset  that  I  liad  no  wish  whatever  to 
trespass  upon  tlie  time  of  the  Convention 
at  this  particular  juncture  ;  but  several 
inembei's  of  the  Constitution  Committee 
thought  some  one  ought  to  take  up’some 
of  the  points  mentioneil  by  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Wrixon.  For  that  reason  only  I 
have  trespassed  on  the  time  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  and  I  will  leave  anything  further 
that  may  be  suggested  to  me  by  hon. 
members^  remarks  for  discussion  in  Coin- 
niittea 

Question  resol vetl  in  the  affirmative. 

^Motion  (by  Mr.  Suttor)  agreed  to  : 

That  the  Chairman  leave  the  chair,  tand  that 
the  Convention  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
oC  the  Whole  to  consider  the  draft  bill. 

In  Committee  : 

Clause  1,  This  act  may  be  cited  as  ^-'The 
Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Aus¬ 
tralia.’* 

Mr.  ML  XRO  :  I  think  that  a  veryim- 
jiortant  question  arises  here  as  to  the  title 
of  the  federated  coIonie.s.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  committee  succeeded  in  securing 
a  hapjiy  title.  Jt  is  a  title  with  which  we 
are  not  familiar,  and  a  title  which  histori¬ 
cally  raises  rather  serious  questions _ 

questions  that  suggests  a  good  deal  of 
controversy  in  the  minds  of  many  people. 
Without  taking  up  the  time  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  the  word  “commonwealth  ”  be  omitted 
with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 

federated  states.” 

I  think  that  that  will  answer  our  purpose 
^'ely  much  better,  and  will  be  more  easily 
uiidei-stood. 

•  Sir  Joiix  Dowxer  :  Say  “  Federation  ”  ! 

Mr.  MCNIIO;  ‘‘  Federated  States  ’’  will 
properly  convey  our  meaning. 

[J/r.  Clark, 


Sir  John  Downer:  So  will  “Federa¬ 
tion  ! 

iMr.  MUNRO  :  If  you  merely  say 
“Federation,’'  that  does  not  convey  our 
meaning.  Our  meaning  is  that  we  are 
to  be  feilerated  states,  and  for  that  reason 
I  move  this  amendment.  Before  we  goto 
lunch  I  think  we  should  have  some  under- 
standiugas  to  how  late  we  are  to  sit  to-day. 
Some  hon.  delegates  think  tliat  we  ought 
not  to  have  an  adjournment  after  dinner, 
and  if  we  are  not  to  liave  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  after  dinner,  I  think  that  we  should 
sib  at  all  events  until  half-past  G.  I  merely 
mention  this  matter  so  that  we  shall  l)ave 
an  understanding  not  to  run  away  at  lialf- 
past  5  or  G. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Sit  to-night  ! 

Mr.  MUNltO:  If  we  sit  until  G,  we 
shall  see  what  progress  we  make. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  There  is  no 
lion,  member  in  this  Convention  who  is 
called  home  more  urgently  than  I  am;  but 
notwithstanding  that,  and  the  great  hurry 
which  I  am  in  to  get  home,  I  tliink  that  a 
great  deal  more  harm  will  be  done  by  rush¬ 
ing  through  business  as  proposed  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Munro.  If  I  had  had  this 
bill  put  in  my  Jiands  yesterday  afternoon, 

I  should  certainly  not  have  been  prepared 
to  rush  through  it  either  to-day  or  to-mor¬ 
row,  or  until  next  week.  Some  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  may  have  quicker  apprehension  and 
be  able  to  do  so  ;  but,  considering  the  vast 
importance  of  the  subject  that  we  have 
in  hand,  I  protest  against  anything  like 
undue  haste.  It  is  better  to  occupy  two  or 
three  more  days  about  it,  and  get  our  work 
done  well. 

Sir  J oiiN  Downer  :  There  has  been  too 
much  haste  already  ! 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  As  the  hon. 
member  says,  there  has  been  too  much 
haste  already.  I  feel  that  the  work  done 
during  the  last  fortnight  lias  been  almost 
more  tlian  fairly  could  be  done  in  that 
time,  and  if  every  bon.  member  is  to 
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be  asked  to  express  liis  final,  matured 
opinion  either  to-day  or  to-morrow  I  fear 
that  wo  slmll  make  poor  work  of  it. 

iVlr.  Muxao  :  We  do  not  want  tliat ! 

Sir  John  J'ray  :  I  should  like  some 
understanding  as  to  what  w’O  are  to  do 
this  evening.  If  the  majority  of  hon. 
members  are  prepared  to  go  on,  I  think 
that  we  should  do  so.  I  agree  with  those 
who  suggest  that  we  should  not  hurry, 
hut  we  sliould  not  lose  time.  If  hon. 
meinlx^rs  are  prepared  to  go  on  with  the 
'<liscussion,  I  trust  they  will  support  the 
i^uggestioii  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Mnnro, 
4ind  go  on  as  long  as  hon.  members  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  do  so ;  but  of  course  not  press  any 
matter  unduly  to  division.  I  at  the  same 
time  agree  with  the  hon.  and  learned  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  that  it  is  possible  to 
make  too  much  haste,  and  I  think  that  the 
Constitutional  Committee  made  too  much 
haste  in  rejecting  the  recommendations  of 
the  Finance  Committee  as  quickly  as  they 
did.  I  trust  that  as  long  as  hon.  members 
are  prepared  to  carry  on  the  discussion, 
without  hastily  pressing  for  a  division,  hon. 
members  will  be  willing,  even  at  some 
little  inconvenience,  to  sit  in  the  evening, 

Mr.  Gillies  :  I  do  not  know  whether 
this  is  to  be  considered  a  conclusive  ex¬ 
pression  of  opinion  with  reference  to  the 
time  we  are  to  sit,  or  whether  we  are  to 
return  to  tlie  subject  after  lunch. 

An  Hon  .Membeu  :  We  can  talk  it  over 
before  we  meet  this  afternoon  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN:  The  word  proposed  has, 
like  every  other  word  that  can  be  suggested, 
some  disadvantages;  but  in  the  opinion  of 
a  majority  of  the  committee,  it  possessed 
more  advantages  than  any  other  name  that 
was  suggested.  In  the  first  instance,  it  is  a 
distinctly  English  word,  and  a  well  known 
word.  It  is  a  title  which  has  a  pacific 
eignification  which,  from  the  tone  tliat  has 
been  taken  in  regard  to  the  defence  pro¬ 
posals  in  the  measure,  is  an  advantage. 
It  indicates  that  the  state  is  formed  for  a 


pacific  purpose — for  the  common  gooil  of 
its  people,  for  their  coram  on- weal.  It  is 
a  name  wliich  has  not  yet  been  applied. 
It  is  not  open  to  the  objections  wliicli 
may  be  urged  to  such  combination.s  as 
“  federal  states  ”  or  ‘‘  united  states,”  titles 
which  have  already  been  employed  in  one 
part  of  the  world  or  another.  It  is  an  old 
w  ord,  but  it  is  a  new  name  as  applied  to 
a  state.  There  is  no  existing  state  which 
is  known  as  a  commonwealth,  although 
Great  Britain  is  frequently  referred  to 
both  by  orators  and  fK)litical  writers  as  a 
commonwealth  ;  and  the  word  has  been 
already  applied  on  occasions  when  speaking 
of  Australia  a.s  a  whole.  It  is,  therefore, 
a  word  wliich  I  fancy  we  are  justified  in  ap¬ 
propriating,  and  I  trust  that  the  Conven¬ 
tion  will  not  lightly  change  a  word  which 
was  ado[>ted  after  very  full  consideration 
by  a  majority  of  the  committee,  and  that 
even  those  who  may  have  some  sentiment 
against  the  name  will  take  full  time  to 
consider  the  objections  that  can  be  urged 
to  any  other  title. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  It  is  quite  true 
that  a  majority  of  the  committee  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  expe¬ 
dient  to  make  this  new  departure,  and 
adopted  a  term  wliich  has  not  been  usual 
in  countries  under  a  sovereignty. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Oh,  yes,  it  is  usual  in 
countries  under  sovereignty  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  Commonwealth 
is  a  very  nice  word  indeed,  but  it  is  very 
important  to  recollect,  as  the  lion,  member. 
Sir  Henry  Parkes,  pointed  out  at  a  some- 
wdiat  early  stage  of  the  proceedings,  that 
we  have  to  consider,  not  only  the  technical 
meaning  of  tlie  law,  but  al.so  the  popular 
understanding  of  tlie  law,  and  the  popular 
understanding  of  the  word  “  coinmoii- 
w^ealth”  is  certainly  connected  with  repub¬ 
lican  times. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  No  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  It  is,  in  my 
opinion,  connecteil  with  republican  times, 
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and  it  is  certainly  disconnected  with  that 
loyalty  which  we  all,  I  am  sure,  not  only 
profess,  but  very  lionestly  feel  towards  tho 
Crown. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Tim  most  glorious  period 
of  England's  history ! 

!Mr.  Clark  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Dr.  Cockburn:  Was  it  under  the  Crown  ? 

Mr.  Deakin:  There  was  then  no  Crown  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  It  may  have 
been  the  most  glorious  period  ;  but  as  my 
Lon.  friend,  Mr.  Baker,  says,  it  certainly 
was  not  the  union  under  the  Ci*own,  which 
we  are  all  of  us  most  desirous  of  bringing 
about  at  the  present  time.  I  do  not  think 
that  in  the  initiation  of  this  matter  we 
sliould  mix  up  two  conflicting  propositions 
— one  that  we  are  thoi'o uglily  loyal,  and  the 
other  that  we  are  going  to  adopt  in  our 
very  initiation  a  title  which *is  certainly 
connected  with  ideas  other  than  tliose 
which  are  strictly  loyal.  I  do  not  much 
like  the  word  which  has  been  proposed  in 
the  place  of  the  word  “  commonwealth.’’ 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  am  quite  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  a  better  one  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  When  that  is 
disposed  of  I  shall  suggest  that  the  name 
be  Eederal  Australia. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  In  committee  I  was 
in  favour  of  the  words  “United  Australia,” 
and  then  of  describing  the  parliament  of  the 
federation  as  the  union  parliament,  so  that 
we  might  use  the  expression,  “  union  par¬ 
liament/"  right  through  the  bill.  But  the 
w’ord  “commonwealth”  was  carried  by  a 
majority,  and  I  am  fain  to  confess,  along 
with  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
that  the  more  I  have  thought  over  the 
matter  the  more  I  like  the  w’ord  “common¬ 
wealth.”  At  first  1  was— well,  I  do  not 
say  prejudiced  against  the  word,  but  I  did 
not  care  about  it  very  much.  I  believe  that 
even  if  we  get  a  majority  to  strike  out  the 
word  we  shall  have  some  difficulty  in  getting 
a  majority  to  substitute  any  other  word. 
We  shall  find  in  the  first  place  that  tliose 
\_Sir  John  Downer, 


who  go  for  the  words  “  Federal  Australia’’ 
will  not  be  able  to  carry  a  majority,  andiu 
the  second  place  that  those  of  us  who  were 
originally  in  favour  of  the  words  “  United 
Australia”  will  not  be  able  to  carry  a  majo¬ 
rity.  And  we  may  find  that  after  all  there 
will  be  a  larger  number  of  us  in  favour  of 
the  word  “commonwealth”  than  for  the  sub¬ 
stitution  of  any  other  word.  My  hon.  friend, 
Sir  John  Downer,  has  stated  that  we  are 
not  acquainted  with  the  word  “common¬ 
wealth  ”  in  connection  with  a  monarchy. 
But  if  he  will  go  back  to  English  history, 
before  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth,  he 
will  find  that  that  great  English  poet, 
Shakspere,  constantly  alluded  to  the  state 
of  things  in  England  as  a  commonwealth. 
We  know  very  well  that  it  is  derived  from 
common-w’eal,  wliich  is  described  in  the  dic¬ 
tionaries  as  the  meaning  of  commonwealth. 

Sir  John  Downer  :  It  means  differ¬ 
ently  now  ! 

!Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  No,  it  does  not. 
Ogilvie,  in  his  dictionary,  defines  the  word 
“  common- weal,”  in  the  first  instance,  to 
mean  a  commonwealth,  and  he  introduces 
this  Shaksperian  quotation,  “  So  kind  a 
father  of  the  common-weal.”  The  writer 
goes  a  little  further,  and  under  the  head¬ 
ing  of  “  commonwealth  ”  he  divides  the 
word  into  two  parts,  and  gives  its  primary 
meaning  and  its  secondary  meaning  ; 

“Commonwealth”  is  derived  from  common 
and  wealth,  meaning  strictly  common  wellbeing 
or  common  good. 

Surely  we  are  all  desirous  of  forming  this 
constitution  so  that  it  shall  redound  to 
the  common  good  of  the  peoide  of  this 
great  continent. 

Sir  John  Downer  :  It  means  common 
goods  now  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD:  The  primary  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  word  is  : 

The  whole  body  of  people  in  a  state - 

Surely  that  is  a  very  good  description  of 
what  w’e  mean  when  we  are  forming  a 
federal  Australia  : 
the  body  politic  ;  the  public. 
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And  another  Shaksperiaii  quotation  is 
given  : 

You  arc  a  good  member  of  the  commonwealth. 
So  that  if  we  go  hack  to  tlie  time  of 
Shakspere  we  find  that  the  word  is  dis¬ 
tinctly  understood  to  mean  a  state  under 
a  monarchy.  Tlie  secondary  meaning  of 
the  word  is  given  as  the  commonwealth 
whicli  was  established  by  Cromwell  under 
the  Protectorate.  Now,  discarding  alto¬ 
gether  the  secondary  meaning  of  the  word, 
let  us  go  back  to  the  good  old  English 
meaning  of  the  word  in  the  time  of  Shak¬ 
spere.  When  we  are  about  to  establish  a 
union  of  these  Australian  colonies  let  us, 
if  we  can,  hit  upon  a  new  name  which  shall 
unmistakably  describe  what  we  are  all 
aiming  at,  and  that  I  contend  is  the  com¬ 
mon  wellbeing,  the  common  good  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people  in  a 
state,  the  common  good  of  the  wdiole  body 
politic.  This  word  commonwealth  com¬ 
mends  itself  to  my  judgment  as  the  very 
best  word  that  we  can  use,  wdth  regard 
to  this  union  of  the  various  colonies  of 
Australia.  I  shall  unmistakably  support 
the  retention  of  the  word. 

Sir  GEOHGE  GREY"  :  1  ought,  per¬ 
haps,  to  state  to  the  Convention  tliat  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  first  proposed  the  name  of  ‘^Federal 
Australia,’'  and  I  thought  it  was  a  good 
proposition  ;  but  when  I  heard  argued  out 
the  question  wdiether  the  word  “  common¬ 
wealth  ”  should  not  be  used  instead  of  the 
words  I  had  proposed,  and  which  others 
thought  should  be  adopted,  I  w’as  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  word  “  commonw^ealth  ” 
would  be  the  better  term,  and  I  therefore 
voted  for  it.  I  think  it  right  to  state  that 
I  have  changed  my  mind.  I  now  have  no 
doubt  that  the  the  word  ‘^commonwealth” 
is  the  better  word  to  use.  We  are,  T  take 
it,  assisting  to  create  a  commonw'ealth  in 
terms  of  the  strictest  loyalty,  love,  and 
veneration  for  the  Queen,  who  is  absolutely 
made  a  member  of  our  parliament.  It 
being  quite  clear  that  we  seek  to  do  no 


wrong  to  the  exalted  individual  who  is 
made  a  member  of  our  parliament,  I  think 
it  is  quite  clear  we  ought  not  to  be  fright¬ 
ened  by  a  bugbear  such  as  has  been  sug¬ 
gested  into  an  alteration  of  a  resolution 
arrived  at  after  long  consideration. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Like  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  George  Grey,  and  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford,  I  was  one  of 
those  who  did  not  like  the  wmrd  “  common- 
w^ealth  ”  when  it  w^as  first  mentioned  ;  but 
I  confess  that  I  now  think  it  a  very  good 
w  ord  indeed.  The  result  of  the  arguments 
used  in  the  committee  was  to  satisfy  me 
that  it  w^as  better  than  any  of  the  other 
w^ords  suggested — better,  indeed,  than  any 
other  possible  w’ord.  I  think  the  predic¬ 
tion  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford, 
w  ill  probably  be  verified,  and  that  there 
may  possibly  be  a  majority  of  this  Com¬ 
mittee  wdiO,  if  the  question  were  put  now, 
would  probably  reject  the  w  ord  “  common- 
w’ealth  ” ;  but  w  ho,  on  the  other  hand, 
might  not  be  able  to  agree  to  any  w’ord  in 
substitution  for  it.  Would  it  not,  there¬ 
fore,  be  better  if  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Miiiiro,  instead  of  proposing  the  omission  of 
the  word,  proposed  to  insert  before  it  some 
other  wwd  1  If  we  take  the  different  pro¬ 
posals  one  after  the  other,  and  if,  as  I  ex¬ 
pect,  they  are  all  rejected,  w^e  shall  probably 
come  unanimously  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
word  “  commonwealth”  is  the  proper  w^ord. 

Sir  John  Dow  ner  :  We  must  omit  the 
w’ord  before  another  word  can  be  inserted  ! 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Why  ? 

Sir  John  Dow^ner  :  Because  it  is  the 
parliamentary  practice  1 

Sir  SA]MUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Surely 
parliamentary  practice  is  made  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  discussion  and  determination. 
Are  Wiethe  slaves  of  parliamentary  practice? 
I  do  not  know  of  any  reason  wdiy  it  should 
not  be  proposed  to  insert  instead  of  to  omit. 
If  the  result  of  the  insertion  of  a  word 
w’ere  to  render  necessary  the  omission  of 
other  w'ords  these  words  w^ould  be  omitted. 
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I  believe  tl^ere  are  about  half  a  dozen 
members  of  the  Convention  %vlio  would 
like  to  have  inserted  the  words  “  federal 
st^ates”;  others,  again,  like  the  word  ‘‘feder¬ 
ation  ”  ;  others  like  the  words  “United 
Australia”;  and  these  would  consequently 
all  combine  in  the  rejection  of  the  word 
'“commonwealth.”  The  course  I  simirest 
would  be  in  strict  accordance  with  parlia¬ 
mentary  nile.  It  is  not  the  way  in  which 
■amendments  are  generally  made,  because 
it  seldom  happens  that  it  makes  any  ditTer- 
ence  which  way  it  is  done,  although  in  this 
-case  it  does.  I  would  remind  lion,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  })ractical  inconvenience  that 
would  result  if  we  should  strike  out  the 
word  “commonwealth,”  and  should  subse- 
<iuently  be  unable  to  agree  to  any  other. 

Sir  John  Downer:  The  hon.  member 
assumes  that  that  will  be  the  case  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Surely 
any  hon.  member  is  right  in  arguing  upon 
the  possible  consequences  of  any  proposed 
action.  I  am  assuming  a  pos.sibility.  I 
assume  that  if  this  question  were  to  go  to 
a  division  this  afternoon  there  w’ould  very 
likely  be  a  majority  against  the  word 

commonwealth,”  and  I  am  equally  posi¬ 
tive  that  next  Monday  there  would  be  a 
majority  in  favour  of  it.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  500  or  600  amendments  would  have 
been  made  in  the  bill,  which  would  have 
to  be  restored  to  its  original  form — amus¬ 
ing  work  for  some  one. 

Mr.  \\  RIGHT  :  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Deakin,  in  speaking  just  now,  said  the 
word  “commonwealth”  had  a  special  signi¬ 
fication.  I  agree  with  the  hon.  member ; 
but  I  think  it  is  anything  but  a  savoury 
signification,  and  that  it  is,  therefore,  alto¬ 
gether  an  improper  word  to  use.  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  assented  to  by  many 
members  of  the  committee  for  aBsthetic 
reasons  rather  than  for  any  otlier. 

Mr.  Playford  :  The  hon.  member  evi¬ 
dently  believes  in  the  glorious  memory  of 
Charles  I  ] 

Samuel  Griffith. 


Mr.  WRIGHT  :  And  it  is  possible  that 
there  are  certain  members  who  have  in 
their  mind's  eye  a  future  Oliver  Crom¬ 
well,  who  would  say,  “Take  away  that 
bauble,”  meaning  by  the  bauble  tlie  al¬ 
legiance  we  owe  to  her  IMajesty  the  Queen 
and  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 
I  think  the  question  might  be  solved  by 
striking  out  the  word  “Commonwealth,” 
and  by  merely  leaving  the  words  “  Consti¬ 
tution  of  Au.stralia.”  We  are  proud  to 
consider  ourselves  by  birth  or  by  adop¬ 
tion  citizens  of  this  great  country,  and  I 
therefore  think  my  suggestion  would  meet 
the  views  of  a  majority  of  members  of  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  BARTON" :  I  do  not  know  that 
tliere  is  much  necessity  for  me  to  address 
the  Committee,  because  I  am  satisfied 
\vith  all  that  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Play- 
ford,  has  said.  But  I  rise  chiefly  for  the 
purpose  of  referring  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wright,  that  the 
title  “  Commonwealth  ”  has  an  unsavoury 
signification.  How  that  can  be  I  do  not 
know.  If  we  are  to  be  frightened  away 
from  the  use  of  any  proper  word,  or  the 
expression  of  any  proper  idea,  from  the 
fact  that  it  has  been  usurped  or  perhaps 
misused  by  others  who  have  gone  before 
us,  we  shall  be  deterred  from  doing  a  great 
deal  we  ought  to  do.  If  there  are  those 
who  think  that,  under  the  great  Protector — 
■whose  name,  as  we  live  longer  to  understand 
history,  will  always  be  more  venerated 
among  English-speaking  people — the  pro¬ 
cess  of  republicanism  as  associated  with  the 
title  given  to  the  English  body  politic  under 
him  was  inimical  to  the  common-weal,  and 
who  think  that  on  that  account  we  ought 
to  depart  from  the  title,  I  would  remind 
tliem  that  it  was  a  name  inherent  in  the 
minds  of  Englishmen  long  before  that 
time.  If  any  hon.  member  thinks,  how¬ 
ever,  that  such  a  reason  slioulcl  be  suffi¬ 
cient  to  prohibit  us  from  using  a  title 
which  absolutely  designates  all  that  we 
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desire  to  designate  then  as  we  go  through 
this  bill  I  am  afraid  we  shall  find  our¬ 
selves  rapidly  denuding  it  of  some  of  its 
best  features.  There  can  be  nothing  un¬ 
savoury  in  a  title  which  means,  according 
to  tlie  best  authority,  ‘‘ tlie  nation,  state, 
realm,  tlie  commonwealth^^ — the  word  be¬ 
ing  interposed  between  ‘‘realm  ”  and  “re¬ 
public,’^  showing  that  it  is  used  to  signify 
the  common  good  and  that  it  has  that  sig¬ 
nification  whetlier  undera  queen  or  arepub- 
lic.  “Nation,  state,  realm,  commonwealth, 
republic,  commonweal,  nationality.”  I’he 
words  used  by  lloget  as  synonymous  are 
among  others  “national”  and  “public.” 
If  these  are  the  expressions  a.ssociated 
by  the  highest  authorities  with  the  word 
commonwealth,  why  seek  better?  Shall 
wo  take  confederation  or  federation  ?  I 
will  not  give  all  the  words  which  are 
stated  as  synonymous,  because  some  of 
them  express  almost  too  much  ;  but  we 
tind  these,  “league,  alliance,  coalition, 
confederacy,  confederation.”  These  are  not 
altogether  what  we  wish  to  express,  be¬ 
cause  we  know  that  although  we  have  em¬ 
bodied  the  operation  of  federal  action  in 
this  commonwealth,  still  we  seek  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  national  government  for  national 
purposes.  Our  purposes  of  government 
may  be  national  while  we  preserve  the 
utmost  loyalty  to  the  monarch  whom  the 
constitution  sets  over  us.  As  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  George  Grey,  has  expressed 
it,  we  have  constituted  the  Queen  a  meiii- 
l>er,  and  the  highest  member,  of  our 
parliament.  The  association  of  the  Queen 
with  the  action  of  the  commonwealth  is 
distinct,  and  is  firmly  embedded  in  tlie 
whole  bill.  If  that  is  done,  there  can  be 
no  association  of  the  idea  of  republicanism 
with  this  bill.  However  appropriate  the 
name  “commonwealth”  may  be  to  a  re¬ 
public,  it  has  been  clearly  shown  from  the 
<piotations  nuule  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Playford,  from  Shakspere  to  be  associ¬ 
ated  in  the  minds  of  Englishmen  with  go¬ 


vernment  for  the  public  good — with  go¬ 
vernment  for  the  people — and  as  it  so  ex¬ 
presses  in  itself  the  very  essence  of  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  good  of  the  people,  and  because 
we  cannot  suggest  anything  else  which 
expresse.s  the  idea  in  one  word,  I  hope 
we  shall  retain  this  name,  and  I  believe 
that  if  we  do,  we  shall  all  live  to  be  proud 
of  it. 

Mr.  J.  FORREST :  I  objected  in  com¬ 
mittee  to  tlie  u.se  of  this  word,  and  I 
have  seen  no  reason  whatever  to  change 
iny  opinion.  The  name  is  inappropriate 
for  more  than  one  reason.  In  the  first 
place,  it  designates  too  much.  If  we  w'ere 
founding  an  independent  nation,  and  not 
federating,  it  might  be  a  very  appropriate 
term  to  call  it  “The  Commonwealth  of 
Australia.”  That,  however,  is  not  the  case. 
We  are  a  number  of  iuderiendent  sovereign 
states  desirous  of  being  federated,  and  we 
desire  to  have  a  name  which  wdll  signify 
exactly  what  we  are  doing.  On  the  face 
of  it,  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  said  that  “The 
Commonwealth  of  Australia”  would  signify 
that  a  number  of  states  had  joined  together 
in  a  federal  union.  In  my  opinion  a  much 
better  term  w^ould  be,  “  the  Federated 
States  of  Australia,”  which  exactly  signifies 
what  we  mean.  That  might  be  regarded 
as  too  long,  and  we  might  say,  “  Federal 
Australia.”  Another  reason  why  thi.s 
name  should  not  be  adopted  is,  that  in  the 
minds  of  many  people  the  word  “  com¬ 
monwealth”  is  associated  with  a  period  of 
English  history  w  hich  w^as  not  very  glori¬ 
ous.  There  is  considerable  divergence  of 
opinion  as  to  the  good  conferred  on  Eng-^ 
land  by  the  Commonwealth.  No  doubt 
many  historians  believe  that  it  was  a  very 
glorious  one,  but  no  one  will  deny  that 
others  hold  an  opposite  opinion.  If  pos¬ 
sible,  w  e  should  adopt  something  new,  and 
not  follow  a  name  which  would  give  rise 
to  unfavourable  opinions  such  as  the  term 
“  coinmoiiwealtli”  would  certainly  give  rise 
to.  The  term  “  federated  states”  would 
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show  exactly  what  we  intend,  and  if  it 
is  desired  to  shorten  the  name,  ‘‘Federal 
Australia'^  would  serve  the  purpose  very 
well. 

Mr.  ]\IAR^IION  :  It  seems  rather 
strange,  after  sitting  here  for  a  consider¬ 
able  period,  that  this  assembly  should,  for 
the  hrst  time,  now  hear  of  this  term 
“commonwealth.”  As  a  member  coming 
from  a  remote  portion  of  Australia,  I  have 
been  sitting  here  many  days  anxiously  and 
patiently  listening  to  the  words  of  wisdom 
from  hon.  gentlemen,  but  never  on  any 
occasion  did  I  hear  the  term  “  common¬ 
wealth  ”  mentioned.  After  the  select  com¬ 
mittee  sat  for  a  considerable  time,  and  after 
we  had  waited  patiently  for  their  report, 
we  were  surprised  very  much  to  find  that 
a  new  term  had  been  imported  to  denomi¬ 
nate  what  shall  hereafter  be  the  great 
nation  of  united  Australia. 

^Ir.  Barton  :  It  was  proposed  at  a  very 
early  stage  in  the  committee  ! 

Mr.  M  ARM  ION  :  I  do  not  allude  to 
the  committee,  but  to  the  distinguished 
assembly  which  appointed  the  committee. 
One  would  imagine  that  the  select  com¬ 
mittee  would  act  in  the  manner  which  is 
usual  when  a  deliberative  body  is  selected 
by  a  greater  body.  In  this  particular  case 
it  seems  curious  that  the  word  “  common¬ 
wealth  ”  w-as  chosen.  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  try  to  originate  a  new- 
fangled  idea  with  reference  to  the  denomi¬ 
nation  of  the  new  federated  Australia  that 
we  are  seeking  to  form.  Why  should  not 
tiie  w’ord  “  Australia  ”  be  used  in  its  pure 
and  natural  simplicity  ?  We  are  all  either 
native-born  Australians  or  \vehave  chosen 
Australia  as  the  land  of  our  adoption,  and 
when  we  visit  other  lands  we  j^peak  of  Aus- 
traliaasourhome.  Why  should  wenotspeak 
of  this  as  the  constitution  of  Australia, 
which  would  explain  itself  not  only  to 
Australians,  but  in  all  its  purity  and  sim¬ 
plicity  w^ould  explain  itself  to  people  who 
live  in  the  outside  world  ?  If  a  man  living 
\^Mr,  J,  Forrest, 


in  Europe,  Asia,  or  America  intended  to 
come  hero,  what  nece.ssity  should  there  l)e 
for  him  to  say  that  he  was  about  to  visit 
the  commonwealth  of  Australia  1  Wliy 
should  he  not  say,  “  I  am  going  to  visit 
Australia?”  In  the  case  of  America 
there  was  a  good  reason  for  using  the 
words  “United  States,”  because  America 
forms  one  great  continuous  continent, 
both  North  and  South,  and  divided  into 
a  great  number  of  various  countries.  Such 
is  not  the  case  in  Australia.  We  are  an 
island,  united  to  a  very  great  extent,  and 
we  hope  to  be  united  to  a  still  greater  ex¬ 
tent  under  a  federal  dominion  or  nation. 
Then  why  should  there  be  any  reason  for 
the  use  of  this  word?  It  is  superfluous 
and  unnecessary.  Although  many  lion, 
gentlemen  may  think  that  the  common¬ 
wealth  was  associated  with  a  glorious  period 
of  the  history  of  Great  Britain,  yet  there 
are  a  great  number  of  people  living  in  Aus¬ 
tralia  and  outside  of  it  who  do  not  consider 
that  it  was  a  brilliant  period  in  English  f 
history.  I  say  it  is  our  duty  here  as  states-  j 
men,  supposed  to  represent  the  intelligence,  | 
rising  genius,  and  talents  of  this  young  ! 
country,  to  beware  of  those  old  associa-  j 
tions  and  ideas  which  may  cause  discord  in  I 
the  minds  of  those  who  are  endeavouring  ^ 
to  form  this  great  nation.  I  should  be  sorry  ! 
to  see  this  word  chosen,  and  I  trust  that  it 
will  not  be  chosen,  no  matter  how  eupho-  [ 
nious  it  may  be,  no  matter  how  beauti-  : 
ful  its  meaning  may  seem  in  the  various 
dictionaries  which  hon.  members  have  been 
quoting.  I  trust  that  we  shall  choose  a  ! 
name  that  will  be  simple  and  easily  under¬ 
stood — something  that  can  be  regarded  with  i 

confidence  by  Australians  and  the  world,  i 
and  recommend  the  adoption  for  its  sini-  ^ 
plicity  of  the  “  Constitution  of  Australia.” 

It  may  be  said  that  there  is  some  objection, 
because  we  have  two  other  colonies  which 
are  likely  to  join  the  federation,  one  called 
Western  Australia,  and  the  other  South  i 

Australia  ;  but  that  is  really  no  great  ob*  ! 
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jection.  Canada  has  two  divisions,  U|)per 
and  Lower  Canada  ;  but  no  one  speaks  of 
coining  from  or  going  to  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada.  It  does  not  matter  what  part  tliey 
belong  to,  they  speak  of  going  to  or  coming 
from  Canada.  A  person  who  has  been  born 
in  any  Canadian  state  speaks  of  himself  as 
having  been  born  in  Canada.  It  will  be  the 
.same  with  Australia.  A  man  will  speak  of 
coming  from  Australia,  not  from  the  com¬ 
monwealth. 

Mr.  Playfokd  :  What  about  the  Do¬ 
minion  of  Canada  ? 

Mr.  MAIIMION  :  You  meet  with  that 
name  when  reading  a  work  which  goes 
into  the  history  of  the  country  ;  you  do 
not  hear  of  it  in  common  parlance. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  We  are  not 
writing  a  geography  now  ! 

Mr.  M  ARM  ION  :  No,  nor  have  I  any 
notion  that  I  could  convey  much  know¬ 
ledge  to  the  hon.  member’s  mind.  I  am 
not  so  foolish  as  to  imagine  that  the  words 
I  use  will  have  much  affect  upon  those  who 
are  listening  to  me.  Whether  they  will 
have  any  effect  or  not,  I  feel  sure  that  if 
the  word  is  adopted  the  day  will  come  when 
hon.  members  will  recognise  that  what  I 
have  said  was  not  all  folly,  but  that  there 
was  .some  wisdom  in  it. 


Question — That  the  Avord  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause — put. 
The  Committee  divided  : 

Ayes,  26;  noes,  13  ;  majority,  13. 
Ayes. 


Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 
Barton,  Mr. 

Bird,  Mr. 

Brown,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Clark,  Mr. 
Cockbiirn,  Dr. 
Deakin,  Mr. 
Donaldson,  Mr. 
Douglas,  Mr,  Adyo 
Forrest,  Mr.  A. 
Fysli,  Mr, 

Gordon,  Mr. 


Grey,  Sir  George 
Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 
Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 
Kingston,  Mr. 
Macdonald-Paterson ,  M  r 
McMillan,  Mr. 

Moore,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 
Play  ford,  Mr. 

Russell,  Captain 
Rutledge,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 
Suttor,  Mr. 


Noes. 

Lee-Steere,  Sir  James 
Loton,  Mr. 

Marmion,  Mr. 

Munro,  Mr. 

Wright,  Mr. 

Wrixon,  Mi. 


Baker,  Mr. 

Cuthbert,  Mr. 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Downer,  Sir  John 
Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  J. 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Clause,  as  read,  agreed  to. 


Clause  2.  The  provisions  of  this  act  referring 
to  her  Majesty  the  Queen  extend  also  to  the 
heirs  and  successors  of  her  Majesty,  kings  and 
queens  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  It  strikes  me  that 
this  clause  is  capable  of  some  amendment. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is,  strictly  speaking, 
grammatically  correct.  I  think  that  the 
more  correct  phraseology  to  express  the 
meaning  of  the  Committee  would  be  that 
used  in  some  of  our  own  local  acts.  I 
therefore  propose  ; 

That  the  w'ords  “kings  and  queens”  be 
omitted  with  a  view  to  the  insertion  in  lieu 
thereof  of  the  words  ‘  •  in  the  sovereignty.  ” 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  There  is 
no  objection  that  I  can  see  to  the  amend¬ 
ment.  It  is  rather  an  improvement  in 
sound,  though  it  uses  a  word  of  four  syl¬ 
lables  instead  of  monosyllables. 

Amendment  agreed  to  ;  clause,  as 
amended,  agi'eed  to. 

Clause  3  (Power  to  proclaim  commonwealth  of 
Australia). 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  Having  in  view  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  which  refer  to  the 
time  of  the  establishment  of  the  common- 
w^ealth,  I  think  that  the  words  “  and  estab¬ 
lish  ”  should  be  inserted  after  the  word 
‘‘  united,'’  at  the  end  of  the  clause.  Such 
aiY  amendment  would  make  the  clause 
clearer. 

Sir  Joiix  Downer:  No.  The  colonies 
are  united  ;  the  constitution  is  established  I 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  6.  The  Federal  Council  of  Australasia 
Act,  1SS5,  is  hereby  repealed,  but  such  repeal 
shall  not  affect  any  laws  passed  by  the  Federal 
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Council  of  Australasia  and  in  force  at  the  date 
of  the  establish iiieut  of  the  constitution  of  the 
coininomvealth. 

I3ut  any  such  law  may  be  rei:>ealed  as  to  any 
state  by  tlie  parliament  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  may  be  repealed  as  to  any  colony,  not  being 
a  state,  by  the  parliament  thereof. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  fancy  that 
this  clause  neeils  a  slight  «ainenclinent.  It 
]:)rovides  for  tlic  repeal  of  the  Federal 
Council  of  Australasia  Act,  but  such  repeal 
is  not  to  affect  any  laws  passed  by  the 
Federal  Council  and  in  force  at  the  date  of 
the  esUiblishinent  of  the  constitution  of  the 
commonwealth. 

But  any  such  law  may  be  repealed  as  to  any 
state  by  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth. 

Should  it  not  be  that  the  law  may  be  re¬ 
pealed  altogether  ?  As  the  clause  stands, 
the  federal  parliament  will  be  able  to  repeal 
a  law  as  to  a  particular  state,  but  not  in 
ioto.  I  would  just  raise  the  question  by 
moving  : 

That  in  line  2,  after  the  word  “  repealed,”  the 
words  “or  may  be  repealed  ”  be  inserted. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Does  not 
my  hon.  friend  see  that  the  amendment 
which  he  proposes  is  not  correct  ?  Of  the 
colonies  constituting  the  Federal  Council 
some  may  come  into  the  federation,  but 
some  may  not,  and  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  ought  to  have  no  power  to 
repeal  the  laws  of  the  council  affecting 
those  states  which  do  not  come  into  the 
federation.  I  take  the  cases  of  Western 
Australia  and  Queensland,  which  have 
fishery  laws  passed  by  the  Federal  Council. 
If  either  of  those  colonies  do  not  come 
into  the  federation,  why  should  the  federal 
l>arliament  have  the  power  to  repeal  their 
laws  ]  These  laws  may,  however,  be  re- 
X)ealed  in  any  state  which  is  part  of  the 
commonwealth. 

Sir  Joiix  D OWNER  :  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  member,  and  will  withdraw  my  amend¬ 
ment  ! 

Mr.  Marmion  :  Should  not  the  repeal 
be  made  on  the  application  of  the  state 
affected  ? 


Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  No;  be- 
cause  all  the  matters  that  could  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Federal  Council  can  bo  dealt 
witli  by  the  federal  parliament 

Mr.  BROWN  :  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  wbut 
would  be  the  effect  of  this  clause  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  repeal  of  the  Federal  Council 
Act  during  the  period  that  will  intervene 
between  the  time  at  which  this  bill  is 
passed  and  the  time  at  which,  under  clause 
8,  it  will  come  into  operation?  There  will 
be  a  period  intervening  during  wliich  cer¬ 
tain  acts  passed  by  the  Federal  Council,  as, 
for  instance,  the  Fisheries  Act  of  Western 
Australia,  will  be  repealed  by  this  bill. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  If  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  will  read  the  first  part  of  the  clause  he 
will  see  that  this  does  not  repeal  anything ! 

Air.  BROWN  :  I  see  my  mistake. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  7.  Tlie  constitution  established  by 
this  act,  and  all  laws  made  by  the  parliament 
of  the  commonwealth  in  pursuance  of  the 
powers  conferred  by  the  constitution,  and  aU 
treaties  made  by  the  commonwealth  shall,  5 
according  to  their  tenor,  be  binding  on  the 
courts,  judges,  and  people  of  eveiy  state,  and 
of  every  part  of  the  commonwealth,  anytliing 
in  the  laws  of  any  state  to  the  contrary  not¬ 
withstanding  ;  and  the  law^s  and  treaties  of  10 
the  commonwealth  shall  be  in  force  on  board 
of  all  British  ships  w'hose  last  port  of  clear¬ 
ance  or  port  of  destination  is  in  the  common¬ 
wealth. 

Sir  HARRY  ATKINSON  :  This  will 
be  an  act  of  the  British  Parliament,  and 
it  may  apply  to  British  ships  that  may 
never  reach  here.  Suppose  a  ship  coming 
to  Melbourne  broke  down  at  Gibraltar, 
any  legal  questions  arising  in  connection 
w  ith  her  w'ould  have  to  be  dealt  with  by 
Australian  courts,  not  by  British  courts. 
By  thie  clause  the  ship  w^ould  be  part  of 
the  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Playford  :  No  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  agree 
that  these  words  appear  rather  startling- 
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Tiiey  are  taken  from  the  Federal  Council 
Act  of  Australasia,  and  were  inserted  by 
the  imperial  authorities  after  considera¬ 
tion  and  in  substitution  for  more  limited 
words  that  were  proposed  by  the  Conven¬ 
tion  that  met  here  in  1883.  Finding 

o 

those  Avords  there,  and  considering  tliat 
the  powers  of  the  federal  parliament  are 
only  to  make  laws  for  the  peace,  order, 
and  good  government  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  it  was  thought  perfectly  safe  to 
adopt  them. 

Mr.  BziKER  :  Do  T  understand  that 
if  a  ship  leaves  one  of  the  Australian  colo¬ 
nies  for  a  British  port,  say  London,  having 
a  British  register,  until  she  actually  arrives 
in  Great  Britain,  the  laws  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  are  binding  upon  her,  and  not  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain  ] 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  No  ;  but 
laws  of  the  commonwealth,  limited  to  laws 
for  the  peace,  order,  and  good  government 
of  the  commonwealth,  will  apply  to  her 
on  her  voyage.  For  instance,  if  it  was 
necessary  to  send  a  prisoner  to  England, 
only  such  provisions  as  are  essential  for 
the  laws  of  the  commonwealth  outside  the 
3-mile  limit  could  possibly  apply. 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  I  would  point  out 
that  at  the  end  of  the  clause  the  word 
“  whose”  appears  to  have  been  omitted 
before  the  word  “  port.” 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  think  that 
must  have  been  a  mistake  in  the  copying  ! 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Rutledge)  agreed 
to  : 

That  the  word  “whose”  be  inserted  before 
the  w'ord,  “  port,”  line  13. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  may  be  rather  dense, 
but  still  I  do  not  understand  this  clause. 
It  says  “  The  laws  of  the  commonwealth 
shall  be  in  force.”  That  means,  I  pre¬ 
sume,  all  the  laws.  Therefore,  if  a  ship 
leaves  London  bound  for  any  port  in  Aus¬ 
tralia  all  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth 
will  be  in  force  on  board  that  ship  until 
she  reaches  here.  That  is  the  effect  ac¬ 


cording  to  the  wording  of  the  clause,  but 
it  surely  cannot  be  the  intention.  It 
a2)pears  to  me  to  be  a  rather  startling  con- 
cliLsion,  that  a  British  ship  leaving  Lon¬ 
don,  presumably  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Biitish  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  shall 
not  be  under  the  British  Merchant  Ship¬ 
ping  Act.  At  present,  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  colonial  ship ;  they  are  all 
British  ships,  and  after  they  are  outside 
the  limit  of  our  jurisdiction  at  sea,  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain  are  in  force  on  board 
those  ships.  It  is  true  that  Ave  have 
j)Ower  to  try  persons  for  crimes  committed 
on  board  the  ships  Avhen  they  arrive  in 
the  colony ;  but  w  e  haA^e  that  power  by 
virtue  of  special  acts  of  the  Imperial  Par¬ 
liament,  and  the  offendei’s  have  to  be  tried 
according  to  the  law's  of  Great  Britain. 
As  I  understand  this  clause,  it  seems  to 
alter  that  state  of  things,  and  to  arrive  at 
a  very  startling  conclusion. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  words 
of  this  clause  to  w  hich  exception  has  been 
taken  were  framed  by  the  imperial  law 
officers  in  1885  in  substitution  for  words 
of  a  more  limited  application  Avhich  we 
proj)Osed  to  have  inserted.  The  ques¬ 
tion  arose  specially,  as  far  as  my  memory 
serves  me,  with  regard  to  the  powder  to 
legislate  in  connection  Avith  fisheries  and 
territorial  Avaters  outside  the  jurisdiction 
and  the  extradition  of  offenders.  The 
laws  of  the  commonwealth  would  only 
have  effect  within  the  land  territory  and 
3  miles  beyond.  Of  course  parts  of  the 
commonwealth  are  sejmrated  from  one 
another  by  sea,  and  the  means  of  com¬ 
munication  betw'een  different  parts  is,  and 
Avill  continue  for  a  long  time  to  be,  by 
sea.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  these 
laws  should  extend  beyond  the  territorial 
limit,  and  Ave  asked  for  Avords  Avhich  Ave 
thought  wmuld  give  effect  to  that  idea 
The  imperial  laAv  officei's  .substituted  the 
Avords  noAv  ado|3ted,  Avhich  might  possibly 
be  thought  to  conA^ey  moi'e  than  Avas- 
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intended.  But,  on  consideration,  I  do  not 
think  that  is  the  case.  I  do  not  see  liow 
any  more  limited  words  would  give  wliat 
we  want.  Take  the  case  of  the  fisheries.  A 
shi])  clears  from  an  Australian  port  to  the 
Torres  Straits  fisheries.  She  goes  to  no  port 
in  particular  there.  The  laws  are  to  be 
in  force  on  board  of  her  all  the  time  she 
is  away  and  until  she  returns  to  her  port 
of  clearance  or  destination.  In  the  case 
put  by  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Baker,  of  a 
ship  coming  from  England - 

Mr.  Baker  :  And  being  wrecked  at 
Malta  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  There  are 
no  laws  that  are  within  the  powei's  of  the 
commonwealth  to  pass  that  could  apply  to 
any  person  on  board  a  ship  under  those  cir¬ 
cumstances.  If  the  hon.  gentleman  will 
look  at  the  words  of  limitation  in  the 
clause  conferring  legislative  powers  on  the 
commonwealth,  I  think  he  will  see  that  no 
laws  in  any  of  those  provisions  could  apply 
to  a  person  on  board  a  ship  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  mentioned. 

Mr.  Gordon:  What  about  the  Em¬ 
ployers’  Liability  Act  and  the  laws  for  the 
regulation  of  trade  and  commerce  ?  Sup¬ 
pose  you  had  a  conflicting  employers’  lia¬ 
bility  act  as  between  the  commonwealth 
and  Great  Britain  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  Em¬ 
ployers’  Liability  Act  is  a  matter  affecting 
the  rights  of  property  in  a  state.  It  never 
occurred  to  me  that  such  a  thing  would  be 
within  the  power.s  of  the  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Baker  :  There  might  be  a  question 
also  as  to  the  law  of  marriage  and  divorce  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  If  the 
hon.  gentleman  will  look  at  the  bill  he 
'will  see  that  the  only  laws  which  can  Rpply 
are  laws  for  the  peace,  order,  and  good  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  commonwealth. 

Sir  John  Downer  :  ‘‘  According  to 
their  tenor  ”! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  A.s  the 
hon.  gentleman  reminds  me,  the  word.s, 
['S'tV  Samuel  Griffith, 


according  to  their  tenor,”  were  inserted 
in  this  clause  exactly  for  the  purpose  of 
indicating  that. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

CHAPTER  I.— THE  LEGLSLATUUE. 

Part  /. — General, 

Clause  2.  The  Queen  may,  from  time  to  time, 
appoint  a  governor-general  who  shall  bo  her 
^lajesty’s  representative  in  the  commonwealth, 
and  Mdio  shall  have  and  may  exercise  in  tlie 
commonwealth  during  her  Majesty’s  pleti^ure, 
and  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  constitu¬ 
tion,  such  pow'ers  and  functions  as  her  Majesty 
may  deem  necessary  or  expedient  to  assign  to 
him. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  .should  like  in- 
formation  from  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  or  some  other  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  as  to  the  exact  intention  of  this  clauseii 
Of  course  we  know  that,  by  letters  patent, 
certain  powers  are  at  present  delegated  to 
the  governors  of  the  several  colonies  irre¬ 
spective  of  their  ministers.  I  think  there 
is  a  feeling  in  the  colonies  generally,  and 
also  I  think  in  this  Convention,  that  the 
powers  of  those  who  hold  the  important 
oflSce  of  ministers  of  the  commonwealth 
should  be  in  no  respect — if  it  is  possible  to 
avoid  it — inferior  to  the  powers  of  imperial 
ministers.  In  such  matters  as  the  dissolution 
of  parliament,  and  the  inflicting  of  capi¬ 
tal  punishment,  I  think  the  powers  of  the 
ministers  of  the  comnionw^ealth  should  be 
absolute — that  is  to  say,  th  at  i  instead  of  these 
tw^o  matters  of  exercising  the  prerogative 
of  pardon  and  the  pow’er  to  dissolve  par¬ 
liament,  being  vested  solely  in  the  gover¬ 
nor,  they  should  be  exercised  by  respon¬ 
sible  ministers.  I  think  it  is  much  better 
that  questions  of  this  kind — the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  parliament  or  tlie  infliction  of  capital 
punishment — being  strictly  local  questions, 
should  be  decided  by  the  local  authorities. 
Unless  something  is  put  into  writing,  I 
imagine,  whatever  the  Imperial  Parliament 
may  do  in  giving  effect  to  this  legislation, 
that  it  will  bo  competent  at  any  time,  for 
imperial  ministers,  by  letters  patent,  to 
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continue  to  vest  in  tlie  governor- general 
tliose  powers  which  are  at  present  exclu¬ 
sively  vested  in  the  governors  of  local 
states.  I  would  ask  the  lion,  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  or  some  other  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  committee,  whether  it  is  in¬ 
tended  that  the  ministers  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  should  have  no  power  in  such  a 
matter,  for  instance,  as  the  dissolution  of 
parliament  ? 

Mr.  Playford  :  The  hon.  member  means 
the  dissolution  of  local  parliaments  ! 

Dr.  COCKJiURN  :  No;  the  dissolution 
of  the  federal  parliament. 

Mr.  Playford  :  That  the  governor  should 
not  have  power  to  say  whether  he  will 
grant  his  ministers  a  dissolution  ? 

An  Hon.  Member:  How  about  a  re¬ 
fusal  1 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  No  case  has  ever 
been  known  for  many  years — I  think  for 
many  hundreds  of  years — in  which  the 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Imperial  Parliament 
has  been  refused  a  dissolution. 

^Vlr.  Playford  :  But  the  Queen  has  the 
power  to  refuse  it ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  If  the  governor- 
general  by  letters  patent  is  instructed  to 
exercise  that  power,  he  will  do  so.  Un¬ 
less  something  is  definitely  stated  on  this 
point,  I  imagine  the  letters  patent  to  the 
governor-general  wdll  be  in  this  particular 
no  different  from  the  letters  patent  to 
the  governors  of  the  different  colonies; 
and  I  wish  to  ask  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  wdiether  it  is  his  inten¬ 
tion,  in  connection  wntli  the  common- 
w^ealth,  with  all  the  prestige  wdiich  it  w’ill 
have,  that  an  important  matter  such  as 
the  dissolution  of  parliament,  wdiich  is 
purely  a  local  matter,  should  not  be  vested 
in  those  ministers  who  are  directly  re¬ 
sponsible  on  the  spot  to  the  people  of  the 
colonies  ? 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY :  I  am  afraid  I 
shall  lose  my  chance  of  moving  an  amend- 
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ment  to  this  clause  if  I  do  not  do  it  at 
this  stage.  I  move  : 

That  the  words  “Tlie  Queen  may,  from  time 
to  time,  appoint,”  lines  1  and  2,  l)e  omitted  with  a 
view  to  the  inseition  of  the  words  “  There  shall 
be.” 

The  intention  is  that  the  governor  may  be 
elected.  I  feel  that  in  bringing  this  sub¬ 
ject  under  the  notice  of  the  Convention  I 
am  entering  upon  very  delicate  and  very 
debatable  ground.  But  I  feel  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  the  future  of  vast  multitudes 
of  persons  will  depend  upon  the  manner 
in  wdiich  this  question  is  dealt  with.  This 
is  a  question  of  the  interests  of  nearly 
4,000,000  persons  at  the  present  moment 
who  look  to  us ;  and  it  appears  to  me  ex¬ 
tremely  inexpedient  that  the  power  of 
appointing  the  governor-general  to  rule  so 
vast  a  confederacy  should  be  left  in  tho 
hands  of  any  minister  of  the  day  in  Great 
Britain.  The  terms  used  are  “the Queen 
shall  appoint^’ ;  but  we  all  know  perfectly 
w^ell  that  that  means  that  the  minister  for 
the  time- being  shall  appoint  such  person  as 
he  pleases,  whilst  such  appointment  might 
be  absolutely  obnoxious  to  her  Majesty  her¬ 
self.  The  meaning  of  the  thing  is  that  a 
friend  or  any  other  person  chosen  by  the 
minister  may  be  appointed  without  the 
people  of  this  great  confederacy  being  in  any 
way  consulted.  I  understand  that  the  rea¬ 
son  usually  alleged  for  that  by  persons  who 
support  the  appointment  being  made  by 
the  Queen  is  that  a  social  appointment  is 
to  be  made.  That  is  the  term  usually 
applied — it  is  a  social  question,  and  not 
a  political  question.  I  contend  that  the 
question  is  tw^ofold,  and  those  tw^o  things 
cannot  be  separated.  The  governor  has 
political  functions  to  exercise  and  he  has 
social  functions  to  exercise,  and  in  either 
case  I  hold  that  a  person  so  appointed  is 
much  less  fitted  to  exercise  tho.se  functions 
than  a  governor-general  chosen  by  the 
people  of  the  country  w^ould  be.  I  do  not 
understand  how’  it  can  be  said  that  any 
social  ends  whatever,  or,  at  all  events,  of 
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any  magnitude,  are  attained  by  tlie  ap¬ 
pointment  of  tlie  governor-general  by  the 
'  Crown  ;  but  I  do  hold  that  social  ties  and 
social  qiie.stions  of  the  strongest  possible 
kind  require  that  the  governor-general 
should  be  elected  by  the  people  of  the  con¬ 
federacy.  Take  the  case  of  a  widowed 
mother,  herself  well  educated,  perhaps 
brought  up  as  a  teacher  in  one  of  your 
public  schools,  and  possessing  great  ability ; 
imagine  her  with  her  orphaned  children, 
deprived  of  a  father,  night  after  night 
teaching  those  children,  with  a  hope  that 
the  highest  offices  of  the  state  of  every 
kind  maybe  open  to  them  all.  Is  not  that 
a  social  question — social  gathering  of  the 
highest  and  noblest  kind  ?  xVnd  hundreds, 
I  may  say  thousands,  of  such  social  gather¬ 
ings  would  be  witnessed  every  night  in 
this  great  commonwealth,  if  all  the  highest 
offices  of  state  were  filled  by  election  by 
the  people.  If  you  follow  it  out,  you 
will  find  that  in  all  social  relations  of  the 
family— fathers,  mothers,  children,  brothers, 
sisters — this  question  is  intimately  con¬ 
cerned  as  being  something  which  binds 
the  whole  family  together  for  common 
objects,  and  opens  paths  of  distinction  to 
every  one  of  them,  if  they  prove  them¬ 
selves  great  and  deserving  men.  Why 
should  you  say  to  all  these  4,000,000  of 
jjeople,  “  No  one  of  you,  nor  any  one  of 
the  other  millions  who  are  to  occupy  this 
country,  sljall  have  the  slightest  chance  of 
ever  attaining  to  an  honor  of  that  kind  ” 
— that  it  shall  always  be  open,  as  it  cer¬ 
tainly,  or  almost  certainly  would  be,  to 
distant  persons  with  no  claim  whatever 
upon  the  inliabitants  of  thi.s  country,  all  of 
whom  would  be  shut  out  from  so  great  an 
opening  as  that  of  which  I  speak  1  It  is 
more  materially  necessary  tliat  we  should 
consider  this  point  now,  and  that  we  should 
come  to  a  just  decision  upon  it,  because  I 
wdll  show  hereafter,  as  the  discussion  on 
the  bill  proceeds,  that  in  every  instance 
all  hope  is  shut  out  from  the  great  masses 
ySir  George  Grey. 


of  the  colony  to  succeed  to  any  one  of  the 
important  posts  whicli  under  this  bill  will 
be  open  to  the  people  of  Australia.  T  say 
thab  looking  to  our  duty  to  our  Sovereign, 
we  owe  it  to  her  to  select  the  worthiest 
man  we  know  to  represent  her  here — to 
he  certain  that  the  man  so  chosen  is  w'orthy 
to  represent  her ;  and  in  no  other  way 
than  by  his  being  chosen  by  ourselves  from 
people  whom  we  know  can  we  he  certain 
that  the  worthiest  man  will  be  chosen  to 
represent  the  Queen  \vitliin  the  limits  of 
the  great  confederacy  wdiich  we  are  about 
to  constitute.  Considering  the  openings 
that  w'ould  be  given  to  every  inhabitant 
of  Australasia  under  such  a  system  as  I 
propose,  with  so  many  families,  as  will 
necessarily  do  it,  directing  tlieir  every  exer¬ 
tion  and  effort  to  rnise  up  children  worthy 
of  the  great  opportunities  laid  open  to 
them,  I  ask  whether  this  is  rot  to  us  a 
greater  social  question  than  a  few  balls 
and  dinners  given  at  Government  House, 
at  wdiich  none  but  those  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  can  be  present  %  I  ask  what  com¬ 
parison  is  there  between  these  two  things 
— one  great  and  far- read ling,  extending 
to  millions,  the  other  a  mere  sham,  as  it 
were,  representing  what  passes  in  another 
place,  as  if  one  were  looking  through  the 
wrong  end  of  a  telescope  at  some  proces¬ 
sion  that  was  going  on  ?  All  matters  con¬ 
nected  with  Government  House  are  dimin¬ 
ished  here  as  compared  with  Great  Britain 
and  the  influence  exercised  there.  There 
it  is  the  influence  of  an  hereditary  monarch 
descended  from  a  long  line  of  ancestors. 
There  it  is  the  influence  belonging  to  cer¬ 
tain  professions — the  army  and  navy — who 
look  to  receiving  honor  from  the  Iiands  of 
such  a  sovereign.  Here  there  are  no  ties 
whatever  of  that  kind  ;  and  yet  for  a 
mere  imaginary  show,  or  what  is  called 
the  performance  of  social  duties — enter¬ 
taining  strangers  and  also  citizens  imme¬ 
diately  surrounding  the  vice-regal  court, 
which  are  tlie  only  benefits  that  are  abso- 
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lutely  gained — all  those  benefits  that  I 
speak  of  are  lost.  Let  us  look  at  it  in 
another  way,  which  is  also  worthy  of  our 
consideration.  What  is  the  nece8.sary  con¬ 
sequence  of  liaving  a  governor-general  of 
this  kind,  with  an  enormous  salary,  and 
vast  expenditure  upon  various  subjects — 
a  salary  more  than  adequate  to  tlie  duties 
to  be  fjerformedl  You  will  find  set  down 
in  this  bill  a  salary  of  £10,000  a  year.  ' 

The  ViCK-CiiAiRMAN  :  I  ask  the  hon. 
member  not  to  discuss  that  matter,  as  the 
<]ue.stion  of  salary  is  dealt  with  in  the  next 
clause. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY"  :  I  find  a  diffi- 
culty  in  separating  the  two  questions. 
Tliey  may  be  separated  in  clauses  ;  but  the 
one  argument  will  hardiy  cany  the  full 
meaning  of  what  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
f?ay  so  that  the  matter  may  be  undei*stood. 
J  hardly  see  how  it  is  possible  for  me  to 
<livide  the  subject,  because  if  I  admit  that 
the  governor-general  should  be  appointed 
hy  the  Crown,  what  is  the  use  of  my  after¬ 
wards  arguing  about  the  salary?  If,  whilst 
I  am  arguing  upon  what  must  follow  upon 
the  appointment  of  governor-general,  I  can¬ 
not  refer  to  the  salary,  how  can  I  make  the 
matter  thoroughly  understood  ?  I  w-ould 
aubmit,  sir,  that  this  is  a  case  in  which 
clearly  it  is  impossible  to  separate  the  two. 

]Mr.  Fvsn  :  Go  on  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Well,  I  can  al¬ 
lude  generally  to  the  subject  of  powers  and 
functions.  Limiting  myself,  then,  to  the 
use  of  the  term  large  salary,  may  I  say, 
without  naming  the  exact  amount,  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  until  but 
lately,  received  £6,000  a  year  for  his 
salary  for  ruling  40,000,000  people,  and 
at  the  j)resent  time  I  believe  his  salary 
is  £10,000  a  year  for  ruling  60,000,000 
people,  and  daily  augmenting  in  number. 
Here  we  are  expected  to  pay  at  least  as 
large  a  salary  as  is  paid  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  ruling  60,000,000 
people,  and  to  pay  a  governor- general 


nominated  by  the  Crown.  I  ask  is  it  just 
wLilst  80  many  poor  people  have  to  be  taxed 
to  pay  their  share  of  that  salary,  to  deprive 
them  of  the  honor,  and,  I  may  say  of  the 
just  pride,  of  themselves  electing  some 
w^orthy  man,  known  throughout  so  great 
an  extent  of  country  as  Australia,  to  occupy 
that  honorable  post,  with  the  certainty  that 
such  an  example  wdll  operate  upon  every 
individual  of  the  community,  stirring  noble 
faculties  in  many  men,  giving  hope,  per¬ 
haps,  to  some  thousand  or  more  of  the 
people  that  they  may  possibly  attain  to  such 
an  honor  1  Is  it  right  to  make  the  people 
pay  such  sums  of  money,  and  to  deprive 
them  of  honons  to  which  they  ought  justly 
and  rightly  to  look  ?  And  when,  as  1  shall 
prove  by-and-by,  as  we  go  on  with  the  bill, 
each  office  is  closed  by  some  restriction  or 
other  to  all  chance  of  fair  competition  in  the 
country,  let  us,  at  the  very  first,  indicate  in 
this  clause  that  this  great  office  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  that  man  in  Australia 
who  is  deemed  tlie  greatest,  and  worthiest, 
and  fittest  to  hold  so  noble  a  post,  and  to 
satisfy  his  fellow-citizens  that  they  have 
wisely  chosen  one  who  will  be  an  honor  to 
the  whole  community.  Can  any  of  us 
believe  that  if  at  the  time  of  the  disturb¬ 
ances  in  the  United  States  in  regard  to 
slavery  a  man  had  to  be  chosen  by  the 
British  ministry  of  the  day  in  London, 
there  was  the  slightest  hope  that  such  a 
man  as  Lincoln  would  have  come  to  the 
front  to  achieve  the  great  and  noble  ob¬ 
jects  which  he  accomplished  ?  I  am  sure 
the  universal  admission  must  be  that  there 
would  have  been  no  hope  of  such  a  thing. 
Y"et  from  the  forests  of  the  United  States 
there  came  one  who  had  been  a  mere 
splitter  of  timber,  worthy  justly  and  nghtly 
to  exercise  the  highest  power  for  a  time  in 
the  United  States  and  to  accomplish  the 
great  ends  at  which  he  aimed.  Are  we  in 
Australia  to  be  told  that  we  can  find  no 
man  worthy  to  succeed  to  a  post  of  that 
kind  ?  Are  we  to  be  told  that  we  must 
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forego  the  chance  of  selecting  a  man  of 
that  sort,  and  that  some  thousands  a  year 
must  he  expended  unnecessarily,  when  the 
money  might  be  applied  to  great  and  good 
objects  ?  And  if  it  should  be  so  expended 
will  it  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  people? 
No.  I  say  it  will  be  to  their  detriment, 
by  depriving  them  of  such  just  objects  of 
ambition — objects  just  in  themselves,  and 
which  would  soon  be  dear  to  the  hearts  of 
all.  To  my  mind,  to  subject  the  people  of 
this  new  federation  to  a  rule  of  this  kind 
is  to  degrade,  and  not  to  ennoble  ;  is  to 
low'er  them  in  their  own  estimation,  in¬ 
stead  of  raising  them  in  their  own  estima¬ 
tion  ;  is  to  say  that  they  are  not  worthy 
to  compete  with  their  fellow-men  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  As  far  as  it  rests  with 
myself,  I  know*  that  I  am  venturing  upon 
dangerous  ground.  I  know'  that  1  must 
raise  enmity  in  many  minds  by  what  I  am 
doing. 

Hon.  Members  :  No  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY :  But  1  feel  it 
my  duty  to  run  this  risk  in  order  to  tell 
what  I  believe  to  be  impregnable  truths, 
and  to  try  to  lead  this  Convention  to  do 
that  which  I  am  confident  w  ill  stamp  great¬ 
ness  upon  every  man  who  assists  in  obtain¬ 
ing  that  benefit  for  his  country.  I  believe 
that  those  who  force  this  clause  into  this 
bill,  instead  of  not  having  done  good  to 
Australia,  will  virtually  have  conferred  a 
great  benefit  upon  the  country  by  creating 
a  necessity  for  a  discussion  of  this  question. 
If,  now  that  the  question  has  been  raised, 
it  is  decided  in  favour  of  the  people  of 
Australasia — if  they  are  told  that  this  great 
boon  is  open  to  them  ;  if  this  night  w^o 
send  a  thrill  from  one  part  of  the  country 
to  the  other  "with  the  new's  that  this  great 
object  has  been  attained,  I  say  it  w  ill  have 
been  for  all  those  who  have  aided  in  it  one 
of  the  happiest  days  in  their  live.s,  and 
that  they  wdll  be  benefactors  to  countless 
generations  yet  to  come  in  having  obtained 
so  great  and  good  an  object  for  them.  And 
f  George  Grey, 


farther  than  that,  I  say  that  to  attain  this 
object,  to  gain  this  principle  w  ill  be  to  en¬ 
sure  for  a  long  period  of  time  the  love  of 
Australasia  for  England  ;  to  remove  to  a 
greater  distance  all  chances  of  separation 
betw^een  the  tw'o  countries,  and  to  lead  me, 
and  I  believe  many  others,  to  rest  assured 
that  a  step  of  the  strongest  kind  has  been 
taken  to  strengthen  the  great  union  of  Aus¬ 
tralasia  for  yet  centuries  to  come,  instead 
of  endangering  it,  as  I  am  certain  wall  be 
the  case,  by  blocking  that  union  with  the 
disastrous  admission  that  w'e  must  take 
from  Great  Britain  such  governor-generals 
as  she  may  please  to  send  out,  and  that 
none  of  the  citizens  of  this  country  may 
hope  to  obtain  that  great  and,  shall  I  call 
it,  magnificent  office.  Actuated  by  these 
sentiments,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  raise 
this  question,  and  I  trust  that  I  shall  liave 
some  support,  if  not  a  majority  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  in  favour  of  that  which  I  ask  for. 

Amendment  proposed. 

IMr.  MXJNRO  :  I  am  rather  surprised  at 
the  hon.  member.  Sir  George  Grey,  bring¬ 
ing  this  question  forw'ard  at  the  i)resent 
time. 

Dr.  CocKBURX  :  He  mentioned  it  in  the 
foi’iner  debate  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  The  lion. gentleman  Avas 
a  member  of  the  committee  which  drafted 
the  bill.  Was  not  the  matter  thrashed  out 
by  the  committee  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  We  are  not 
bound  by  the  report ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  do  not  say  we  are ;  but 
the  hon.  gentleman  told  us  that  the  argu¬ 
ments  made  use  of  in  the  committee  were  suf¬ 
ficient  to  convince  him  that  he  was  wrong, 
and  I  thought  the  same  course  might  have 
been  follow'ed  on  the  present  occa.sion,  be¬ 
cause  if  he  was  w’rong  in  his  views  then 
most  assuredly  he  is  w'rong  now.  The 
hon.  member  tells  us  that  one  of  the  great 
effects  of  electing  our  own  governor-gene¬ 
ral  w'ould  be  to  put  liim  in  the  position  of 
Abraham  Lincoln — to  give  him  similar 
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powers  and  a  similar  position.  Under  our 
form  of  government  that  position  is  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  Prime  Minister,  and  no  mat¬ 
ter  whetlier  tlie  governor-general  were 
elected  or  not,  he  could  not  under  consti¬ 
tutional  government  exercise  the  functions 
which  Abraham  Lincoln  exercised.  No 
governor-general  could  undertake  that  re¬ 
sponsibility,  whether  appointed  by  the 
Crown  or  not.  If  the  lion,  member’s 
argument  were  carried  out  to  its  legiti¬ 
mate  issue  the  people  of  England  ought  to 
elect  their  sovereign.  That  is  really  what 
it  means.  The  governor-general  is  to  ap¬ 
pear  here  as  the  representative  of  the  Queen. 
Under  our  constitution  the  Queen  is  to  be 
in  some  sense  present  among  us.  The  only 
way  in  which  we  can  have  her  present  is 
through  her  representative,  and  if  her  re¬ 
presentative  is  to  be  elected  by  us,  and  not 
by  herself,  he  will  be  not  her  representa¬ 
tive,  but  ours.  To  carry  the  hon.  member’s 
argument  to  its  legitimate  issue,  therefore, 
he  ought  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  em¬ 
pire  should  elect  their  own  monarch.  That 
is  what  it  means.  If  the  hon.  member  is 
not  prepared  to  say  that,  he  ought  not  to 
go  to  the  extent  to  which  he  wishes  to  go. 

I  do  not  think,  however,  that  this  is  a 
matter  to  which  we  ought  to  devote  much 
time  at  this  stage  ;  because,  since  we  have 
already  agreed — and  we  have  done  so — 
that  we  are  to  have  a  form  of  constitutional 
government  under  the  Crown,  we  must 
allow  the  Crown  the  power  of  being  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  union.  If  we  carry  out  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  member,  the  result 
would  be  that  we  must  abandon  the  pro¬ 
posed  union,  and  have  a  union  in  a  different 
direction,  certainly  not  under  the  Crown. 
The  hon.  member  said  the  result  of  his 
proposal  would  be  to  strengthen  the  union 
with  England ;  but  I  think  few  persons 
will  agree  with  him  in  that  respect.  I 
think  the  people  of  Australia  will  agree 
with  me  that  the  result  of  his  proposal 
would  be  to  weaken  the  union.  We  should, 


in  fact,  begin  to  ask  why  we  were  con¬ 
nected  with  England  at  all.  If  we  could 
appoint  our  own  governor-general,  if  we 
could  carry  on  all  our  legislation,  and  do 
the  whole  of  our  business,  the  question 
would  soon  be  asked  what  we  had  to  do 
with  England,  and  then  where  w’ould  the 
connection  be  ?  I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
for  considering  the  hon.  member’s  pro¬ 
posal  at  the  present  time.  I  am  proud  of 
being  a  citizen  of  the  great  British  empire, 
and  shall  never  fail  to  be  proud  of  that 
position.  I  have  no  desire  to  weaken  a 
single  link  binding  us  to  that  empire, 
w'hether  as  regards  the  appointment  of 
a  governor-general  or  anything  else.  I 
desire  to  hold  those  links  sacred,  and  if 
possible  to  strengthen  them,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  in  making  his  proposal  the 
hon.  member  is  not  consulting  the  feelings 
of  the  people  of  Austi*alia. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  wish  to  an¬ 
swer  a  few  of  the  arguments  raised  by  the 
hon.  member.  I  understood  him  to  say  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  would  not  be  wanted 
here. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  I  did  not  say  that.  I 
said  that  our  governor-general  could  not  do 
what  Abraham  Lincoln  did  in  America ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  And  that  in 
that  w’ay  he  would  have  been  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Munro  :  That  he  would  be  unable 
to  do  what  Abraham  Lincoln  did  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  But  the  hon. 
member  has  not  touched  upon  this  point : 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  opening  this 
great  oflice  to  all,  of  raising  up  Abraham 
Lincolns  as  ministers  to  advise  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  1  That  is  the  point.  By  raising 
such  men,  the  governor-general  would  ob¬ 
tain  better  advice  than  he  would  be  likely 
to  obtain  if  the  offices  were  not  open.  I 
have  no  doubt  whatever  that  this  is  a  com¬ 
plete  answer  to  that  question — that  the  one 
thing  is  to  raise  many  Abraham  Lincolns 
in  the  state.  Should  we  be  the  worse  for 
it  ?  They  might  not  be  necessary  to-day  or 
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at  any  particular  moment,  but  undoubtedly 
it  would  be  a  great  object.  There  is  an¬ 
other  phase  of  the  question  which  the  hon. 
member  raised — that  it  would  amount  to 
severance  from  the  empire  if  tlie  Queen 
did  not  appoint  the  governor  general.  The 
Queen  does  not  appoint  the  governors 
now.  Ministers  advise  the  Queen  as  to 
who  should  be  appointed  ;  but  I  say  that 
you  should  rather  allow  the  whole  people 
to  give  the  advice.  Why  cannot  the  united 
people  of  Australia  be  capable  of  choosing  a 
man,  and  advising  the  Queen  as  beneticially 
as  a  person  who  knows  nothing  about  us, 
and  who  may  be  in  the  hands  of  colonists 
at  home  who  are  spending  large  fortunes 
in  an  endeavour  to  get  into  high  life  in 
England,  and  who  may  possibly  mislead 
ollicial  persons  there  as  to  what  the  do- 
sires  of  the  colonists  are.  I  have  heard 
no  single  reason  advanced  that  would  in¬ 
duce  me  to  change  my  mind  in  the  least 
degree.  Let  me  hear  some  good  and  con¬ 
clusive  answers  given  to  my  argument, 
and  1  will  deal  with  them  ;  but  do  not  let 
the  subject  be  dismLssed  without  any  reply 
being  mada  Let  us  fairly  argue  out  one 
of  the  greatest  questions  that  can  occupy 
our  minds  in  connection  with  this  bill  I 
am  ready  to  answer  any  arguments  that 
may  be  brought  forward ;  but  I  cannot 
see  that  there  is  any  weight  wdiatever  in 
the  arguments  of  the  last  speaker. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  am,  to 
a  great  extent,  in  sympathy  with  the  ob¬ 
ject  desired  to  be  attained  by  Sir  George 
Grey.  I  believe  the  highest  offices  of 
the  state  ought  to  be  open  to  its  own 
citizens;  but  I  do  not  think  it  follows 
that  the  necessary  w’ay  to  bring  about 
that  result  is  to  provide  that  the  governor- 
general  shall  be  directly  elected  by  the 
people.  Probably  the  greatest  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  in  the  United  States 
are  owing  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
president  is  there  elected.  If  you  have  a 
direct  election  of  the  president  by  the 
\^Sir  George  Greg, 
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people,  or  such  an  indirect  election  as  has 
been  substituted  for  it  there,  the  practical 
result  would  be  that  at  every  election  of 
the  governor-general  there  would  be  a  can¬ 
vassing  throughout  the  whole  dominion 
or  commonwealth  by  the  representatives 
of  re.spective  parties,  and  the  governor- 
general,  when  elected,  would  regard  him¬ 
self  as  the  nominee  or  head  of  a  party,  and 
would  devote  a  great  part  of  his  time  and 
attention  to  securing  his  re-election.  These 
are  not  the  objects  which  the  hon.  member. 
Sir  George  Grey,  desires  to  attain.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  this  is  one  of  those 
matters  that  will  work  out  by  itself.  I 
am  much  inclined  to  think  that  before 
many  years  are  over  not  only  the  governor- 
general,  but  the  governors  of  the  different 
Australian  coloiiie.s,  will  practically  be 
appointed,  not,  perhaps,  by  the  direct  elec¬ 
tion,  but  with  the  full  consent  and  con- 
curi'ence,  known  in  advance,  of  the  people 
of  these  colonies.  I  believ  e  the  tendency 
is  strong  in  that  direction  at  the  present 
time.  I  know  that  other  membei*s  of  the 
Convention  are  of  a  different  opinion.  I 
am  now  expressing  ray  individual  opinion, 

I  believe  it  will  be  to  the  interests  of 
the  Government  of  England  to  appoint 
the  best  men,  men  acceptable  to  the  people 
of  the  commonwealth,  and  that  they  will 
exercise  all  proper  care  to  bring  about 
that  result.  I  have  no  doubt,  especially 
considering  the  greatly  altered  conditions 
of  the  commonwealfcli,  that  great  w" eight 
will  be  paid  to  the  w'ishes  of  the  people, 
and  that  some  means  will  be  found  of 
nominations  being  made,  if  not  directly  by 
the  Australian  commonwealth,  yet  under 
such  circumstances  as  to  secure  appoint¬ 
ments  which  w’ould  be  known  to  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  people  of  these 
colonies.  I  am  of  that  opinion  ;  I  cannot 
say  how  it  will  work  out  in  detail.  I 
believe,  also,  that  when  the  people  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  are  of  opinion — and  surely  an  opinion 
may  be  show'n  in  other  ways  than  by 
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aa  act  of  parliament — that  it  is  desirable 
that  a  distinguished  Australian  should  be 
appointed  to  the  oilice  of  governor-general, 
some  instances  will  be  found — if,  indeed, 
the  course  is  not  invariably  adopted — in 
which  distinguished  Australians  will  be 
appointed  to  the  position.  That,  I  take  it, 
is  all  tliat  the  hon.  member.  Sir  George 
Grey,  desires  to  attain  ;  and  it  can,  com¬ 
patibly  with  the  retention  of  our  relations 
with  the  Crown,  be  attained  by  leaving 
the  aj)pointment  as  it  is  proposed  to  be 
left,  in  the  liands  of  the  Queen. 

Mr.  KINGSTON:  I  cannot  help  sharing 
the  sentiments  which  have  been  expressed 
by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  George  Grey,  as 
regards  the  desirability  of  our  possessing 
the  power  of  at  least  altering  the  present 
practice  with  reference  to  the  appointment 
of  governors.  We  need  not  go  very 
far  back  in  our  history  to  recollect  occa¬ 
sions  when  the  public  mmd  was  profoundly 
agitated  on  this  question,  and  a  desire  was 
very  generally  expressed  in  some  of  the 
colonies,  at  least,  that  the  people  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  should  exercise  a  much  larger  power 
in  connection  with  the  appointment  of 
governors  than  they  do  at  present.  Look¬ 
ing  at  the  bill,  I  find  that  this  growing 
sentiment  is  recognised  to  a  certain  extent. 
It  is  recognised  so  far  as  the  various  states 
are  concerned  by  provision  being  made  in 
the  bill  enabling  the  state  parliaments  to 
alter  the  practio  as  they  may  see  fit. 
We  .should  be  proceeding  wisely  and  in  a 
way  which  we  should  be  able  to  defend, 
if  we  conferred  tho  same  power  on  the 
federal  parliament.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith 
has  said  that  in  the  natural  order  of  things 
something  will  be  done  to  give  effect  to 
Australian  aspirations  in  this  direction. 
Something  has  been  done  so  far  as  the 
states  are  concerned  ;  and  surely  it  is  only 
a  logical  sequence  that  the  same  power 
should  be  given  to  the  federal  parliament. 

Mr.  Munro  :  We  have  not  yet  given 
that  power  to  the  states  ! 


Mr.  KINGSTON :  The  committee  have 
recommended  that  we  should  recognLe  the 
principle  that  the  people  should  decide  tho 
question  through  tlie  medium  of  the  local 
parliaments.  It  is  quite  logical  that  we 
should  urge  that  tlie  same  power  should  be 
given  to  the  federal  j)arliament.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  hon.  member.  Sir  George 
Grey,  will  be  able  to  secure  a  majority  at 
this  stage  to  affirm  that  in  future  vve  should 
elect  our  own  governor-general ;  but  I  think 
he  can  fairly  claim  a  most  substantial  sup¬ 
port  for  a  proposition  to  enable  the  federal 
parliament  from  time  to  time  to  deal  with 
the  question,  and  to  make  such  provision 
on  the  subject  as  will  be  in  accordance 
with  Australian  sentiment.  If  he  proposes 
to  amend  the  clause  in  the  direction  I  in¬ 
dicate,  providing  that  the  present  practice 
shall  continue  until  otherwise  altered,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  support  him. 

Captain  KUSSELL  :  It  is  extremely 
difficult  to  follow  with  any  chance  of  suc¬ 
cess  an  address  so  impas.sioned,  so  eloquent, 
and  put  in  such  charming  language,  as 
that  of  my  hon.  colleague,  Sir  George 
Grey.  I  dissent  absolutely  and  entirely 
from  the  whole  tone  of  his  s|>eech.  I  feel 
that  I  shall  be  only  doing  my  duty  by  ex¬ 
pressing  the  opinion  that  if  his  ])roposal  is 
carried  it  will  bring  a  great  evil  on  Aus¬ 
tralia.  He  gave  us  a  great  deal  of  declam¬ 
ation  \  he  told  us  about  the  unnumbered 
benefits  which  were  to  come  to  the  rising, 
generation  of  Australia  ;  but  what  they 
were  he  did  not  explain.  He  led  us  to 
understand  that  we  have  now  no  men  in 
our  colonial  parliaments  who  are  men  of 
note,  of  ability  and  independence,  or  worthy 
of  public  support.  He  told  us  that  we  had 
no  Abraham  Lincolns  amongst  us.  If  I 
may  use  such  a  word,  I  would  say  that 
that  is  all  nonsense.  We  have  lots  of  men 
who  have  not  so  extensive  an  ai'ena  as 
Abraham  Lincoln  had,  but  who  have  de¬ 
voted  the  whole  of  their  time,  ability,  and 
intelligence  to  the  service  of  the  country. 
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They  only  need  a  wider  arena  to  perform 
deeds  equal  to  those  of  any  statesman. 
We  have  every  inducement  to  make  us 
aspire  to  the  high  positions  of  premiers  and 
responsible  ministers.  So  long  as  that  is 
the  case  the  mere  desire  to  bo  elected  go¬ 
vernor  of  las  own  state,  or  of  Australasia, 
will  not  deter  any  man  from  coming  into 
public  life,  and  serving  the  country  to  the 
best  of  his  ability.  But  let  us  go  a  little 
further.  If  the  proposition  of  my  bon.  and 
venerable  colleague  be  given  eflect  to,  we 
had  better  at  once  tear  up  the  bill  we  have 
prepared,  because  it  will  be  useless  for  any 
purpose  whatevei'.  Althougli  I  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  tlie  committee  which  prepared  tlie 
bill,  I  will  not  say  that  I  agree  with  the 
whole  of  it.  But  the  whole  basis  of  the  bill 
is  responsible  government  And  what  do 
we  propose  to  do  if  we  resolve  that  the 
governor-general  shall  be  elected  by  the 
whole  people  of  Australasia!  We  intend 
either  to  make  him  an  absolute  dummy, 
an  absolutely  useless  man  under  the  thumb 
of  the  ministry  of  the  day,  or  we  intend 
to  confer  upon  him  such  absolute  power 
that  the  ministry  of  the  day  will  be  abso¬ 
lutely  useless  and  effete.  He  must  be 
either  an  autocrat  or  a  useless  image  set  up 
to  represent  the  governor-general,  which, 
I  venture  to  say,  is  not  what  we  desire. 
Further  than  that,  what  are  his  powers 
and  functions?  That  seems  to  be  forgotten. 
And  here  I  wdll  point  out  to  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Kingston,  that  we  are  not  by 
any  means  agreed  on  the  question  of  elect¬ 
ing  the  governors  of  the  states.  The  divi¬ 
sions  in  the  select  committees  on  that  ques¬ 
tion  were  very  close.  It  yet  remains  to  he 
proved  that  this  Convention  will  by  a 
majority  agree  wdth  tlie  principle  of  elect¬ 
ing  the  governors  of  the  states.  It  seems 
to  have  escaped  the  observation  of  hon. 
members  who  have  spoken  on  this  point 
that  the  functions  of  thegovernorof  a  state, 
and  pre-eminently  the  function  of  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  of  Australasia,  is  that  lie 
[Captain  Russell, 


represents  not  alone  the  state  or  people  of 
Australasia,  but  that  ho  is  the  type  of  and 
represents  imperial  interests — the  connec¬ 
tion  which  binds  the  wliole  British  empire 
together.  Are  we  to  destroy  that  ?  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  my  colleague,  Sir  George  Grey, 
desires  that  there  shall  be  separation  from 
the  Imperial  Govenmicnt.  The  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  says  that  it  is  not  his  desire.  I  can 
only  say  that  the  impression  upon  my  mind 
is  that  such  is  the  case.  The  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  says  that  it  is  not  so,  and  I  accept  liis 
statement  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart. 
But  the  inevitable  result  of  the  election  of 
the  governor-general  must  be  to  declare 
that  the  people  of  England  shall  have  no 
power  whatsoever  in  connection  with  Aus¬ 
tralasia  ;  tliat  they  shall  have  no  power  of 
dealing  with  any  imperial  matter.  I  believe 
that  would  be  an  injury  to  Australasia, 
and  if  it  were  on  that  ground  only,  I  would 
object  to  the  governor-general  being  elected 
by  the  peopla 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  feel  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  reply  to  some  of  the  things  that 
have  been  said.  From  tho  bottom  of  my 
heart  I  believe  that  tho.se  men  who  do  not 
want  to  have  an  elected  governor  are  them¬ 
selves  likely  to  bring  about  a  disruption 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain. 

I  believe  that  the  hon.  member.  Captain 
Russell,  is  the  man  likely  to  do  that,  and 
not  myself.  There  are  two  classes  of  men 
in  the  country.  Tliere  are  the  men  who 
for  a  long  time  under  the  system  of  plural 
voting  have  exercised  a  vast  influence — 
men  who  will  by  their  wealth  exercise  a  vast 
influence  as  long  as  there  is  not  an  elected 
governor  here.  Honors  might,  perhaps, 
be  obtained  from  home.  I  said  **  honors,” 
but  I  should  Lave  said  decorations,”  be¬ 
cause  the  meaning  of  lionors  is  something 
given  for  great  services  performed.  So 
long  as  there  are  governors-general  sent 
here  from  England,  so  long,  I  believe,  tliere 
must  inevitably  be  what  is  called  an  aristo¬ 
cratic  British  party  resident  in  Australasia, 
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who  never  \vill  cease  attempting  to  carry 
out  their  objects.  Sucli  is  almost  a  neces¬ 
sity  of  the  case,  and  I  firmly  believe  that 
those  who  say  that  the  people  hero  are 
worthy  to  choose  their  own  goveniors,  and 
ought  to  have  the  power,  are  those  who 
are  fighting  for  the  cause  of  Great  Britain 
and  for  the  union  of  the  colonies  with 
Great  Britain  for  a  long  period  of  time. 
How  can  it  be  said  that  there  will  be  no 
tie  to  bind  the  colonies  to  England  unless 
we  have  a  governor-general  appointed  from 
home  ?  Is  tliere  not  a  sufficient  tie  in  tlie 
fact  that  we  have  to  send  every  one  of  our 
law’s  home  for  the  Queen’s  approval?  We 
place  ourselves  so  absolutely  under  the 
power  of  the  British  Crown  that  ev’ery 
law  has  to  be  sent  for  her  Majesty’s  ap¬ 
proval.  What  stronger  tie  can  there  be 
than  that  ? 

An  Hon.  Me3iber  :  We  do  not  send  all 
our  laws  home  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY:  Yes  we  do. 
The  hon.  member  does  not  know  what  he 
is  saying.  Every  one  of  our  laws  goes 
home  for  the  Queen’s  approval.  The  hon. 
gentleman  who  denies  that  knows  nothing 
of  the  Constitution.  Although  our  law’s 
are  assented  to  here,  they  go  home  to  the 
Queen.  Assent  being  given  to  them  here 
only  brings  them  into  immediate  opera¬ 
tion.  Hon.  members  are  entirely  ignorant 
of  what  they  are  talking  about.  Full  power 
is  given  to  the  Queen  to  allow  or  disallow 
our  laws.  There  can  be  no  stronger  tie  than 
that  binding  us  to  Great  Britain.  Just 
fancy  4,000,000  people  going  to  the  Queen 
as  soon  as  they  have  an  opportunity  to  make 
their  own  constitution,  and  saying,  “  We 
w’ill  still  send  every  law  w’e  make  to 
that  Sovereign  wdiom  we — I  w’as  going  to 
say  almost  adore — in  order  that  she  may 
assent  to  or  dissent  from  the  measure.” 
What  stronger  tie  than  that  can  bind  us 
to  Great  Britain?  What  stronger  proof 
can  w’c  give  of  our  devotion  to  the 
British  interests  ?  Wliat  wdll  a  few’  balls 


at  Government  House,  or  the  presence  of 
a  governor  here,  do  to  alter  that?  The 
very  gentlemen  who  argue  in  that  w’ay  say 
to  me :  First  you  make  a  governor-general 
something  that  he  ought  not  to  be ;  he 
is  advising  his  ministry  instead  of  his  min¬ 
istry  advising  him.  Tlien  immediately 
afterw’ards  they  say,  You  must  have  a 
governor-general  appointed  by  the  British 
ministry  in  order  that  he  may  let  them 
know  w’hat  the  British  interests  are,  and 
look  after  them.  The  tw’o  things  are  ab¬ 
solutely  contradictory.  If  hon.  members 
will  fairly  consider  the  subject  they  will 
see  that  I  ask  nothing  but  what  is  just, 
nothing  but  a  right  which  the  people  iiave, 
nothing  which  derogates  from  the  powers 
of  the  Crown,  nothing  w’hich  does  any 
evil  to  the  country,  but  something  which 
would  confer  blessings  in  every  direction. 
We  are  told  that  there  are  many  Abraham 
Lincolns  here.  Kow,  I  accept  that.  Sup¬ 
pose  the  country  is  in  such  a  blessed  state 
that  it  has  a  number  of  men  of  that  kind, 
how  many  more  would  it  have  if  new  ob¬ 
jects  of  just  and  legitimate  ambition  were 
Oldened  to  them  to  rouse  their  faculties  in 
a  way  in  which  they  have  never  been  roused 
until  the  present  day,  to  make  them  feel 
their  dignity  as  men,  and  not  to  go  home,  as 
I  shall  to-night  if  this  is  carried,  feeling  that 
no  fair  opportunity  is  given  to  me,  not  of 
becoming  governor  general,  but  of  exercis¬ 
ing  my  ordinary  faculties  when  you  tell  me 
that  I  have  no  chance  of  havinggreat  offices 
open  to  me,  that  I  am  standing  on  a  low’er 
level  than  my  fellow’-countrymen  in  Great 
Britain,  for  they  have  the  chance  there  of 
obtaining  by  influence  good  appointments 
which  the  w’hole  of  the  4,000,000  of  Aus¬ 
tralasia  can  never  know  and  never  have 
bestow’ed  upon  them.  To  tell  truths  of 
this  kind  is  called  declamation.  But  I  ask, 
can  any  one  contemplate  on  the  one  liand 
without  shame  the  idea  that  he  is  to  be  shut 
out  from  all  the  great  offices  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and,  on  tlie  other  hand,  can  he  do 
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anything  but  feel  great  fervour  when  he 
contemplates  the  advantage  to  his  coun¬ 
trymen  that  would  en.sue  from  all  those 
oliioes  being  o|>en  to  them  1  It  may  be 
said  that  this  is  declamation  ;  but  I  &iy 
that  it  is  the  honest  truth,  a  great  truth, 
and  a  holy  truth,  whicli  no  man  can  utter 
without  feeling  raised  somewluit  above  his 
ordinary  mood  jmd  manner  of  life.  I  admit 
that  I  do  feel  that  I  rather  glory  in  enter¬ 
taining  this  feeling  ;  and  I  feel  sorry  that 
no  single  voice  is  raised  to  aid  me  in  what 
I  believe  to  be  a  truly  great  and  noble 
object. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  If  no  voice  is  raised  to 
support  the  hon.  member,  I  believe  it  is 
because  most  of  us  are  utterly  unable  to 
take  the  same  view  which  he  does  of  this 
particular  office,  and  of  the  ambition  which 
is  supposed  to  exist  to  fill  it.  I  should 
be  loath  to  say  a  single  word  that  would 
appear  to  derogate  from  the  great  dignity 
and  honor  attaching  to  the  office  of  go¬ 
vernor  of  one  of  the  colonies,  and  much 
more  to  that  of  the  governor-general  of  Aus¬ 
tralasia,  a  most  high,  and  honorable,  and 
dignified  position.  But  is  it  a  position  to 
whichanynumberof  the  people  of  thecolony 
are  ever  likely  to  aspire  ?  In  my  opinion 
there  is  nothing  in  it  to  arouse  the  ambition 
of  those  who  claim  to  stand  on  the  liberal 
side  of  the  community.  What  they  seek, 
if  they  seek  anything,  if  their  ambition  is 
a  worthy  one,  is  to  give  effect  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  in  which  they  believe — to  be  able  to 
do  something,  to  strike  some  blow,  to  be 
able  to  do  some  small  deed  which  shall  es¬ 
tablish  their  principles  in  the  government 
of  the  country.  W  hat  can  a  governor 
or  a  governor-general  do  to  give  effect 
to  the  highest  principles  which  he  holds  ? 
In  otliing.  W  hat  do  liis  convictions  count 
for  in  a  country  such  as  this  is  and  will 
be?  He  may  cling  to  his  principles  with 
an  ardour  and  devotion  equal  to  that  of 
any  other  man,  but  he  of  all  men  in  the 
community  is  the  one  who  is  debarred  from 
[/Str  George  Grey, 


the  privilege  of  doing  anything  to  advance 
them.  Setting  aside  the  tacit,  the  silent, 
personal  infiiience  which  such  a  man  inevit¬ 
ably  exercises  upon  those  who  surround  him, 
he  is  as  much  removed  from  the  interests 
and  the  future  of  the  country  in  which  he 
lives  as  if  he  were  still  a  resident  in  the 
mother  country.  What  we  say  is,  there¬ 
fore,  tliat  the  ambition  of  the  democracy 
of  this  country  is  an  ambition  to  shape  its 
laws,  to  guide  its  destinies,  to  widen  its 
opportunities,  to  make  life  in  this  country 
better  worth  living  than  it  has  been 
hitherto.  For  this  purpose  the  position  of 
a  representative  in  any  of  these  colonies  is 
infinitely  superior  to  that  of  governor- 
general.  We  say  that  any  man  who  has 
received  his  authority  direct  from  the 
people,  who  is  commis.sioned  to  devote  liis 
abilities  to  great  tasks,  and  who  join.s  his 
fellowmen  in  performing  public  duties,  fills 
a  position,  politically,  far  higher  than  the 
post  of  social  distinction  occupied  by  the 
governor  general  When  the  hon.  member 
points  to  the  splendid  example  of  Lincoln, 
the  hero  of  America,  his  j>roposal  to  qiak© 
such  a  man  a  governor  or  a  governor- 
general,  is  almost  grotesque.  Lincoln  exer¬ 
cised  powers  such  as  will  never  be  possessed 
by  any  governor-general.  If  we  have  any 
Abraham  Lincolns  in  this  country  who 
desire  to  fulfil  the  same  destiny,  the  jx/si- 
tion  of  governor-general  is  the  very  lasti 
into  which  we  should  put  them.  If  we 
ever  possess  a  man  of  his  rude,  rugged, 
magnificent  nature  we  should  not  offer  him 
an  office  of  this  kind  which,  indeed,  he 
would  not  deign  to  accept,  because  he  would 
feel  that  in  it  his  splendid  powers  would 
be  wasted.  What  should  we  do  with  such 
a  man  ]  I  trust  that  we  should  make  him 
premier  of  Australia ;  and  I  should  say  then 
that  he  was  filling  the  office  for  which  he 
was  fitted,  that  he  had  stepped  into  the  posi¬ 
tion  in  wbicli  he  could  best  employ  all  lii3 
ability,  that  he  had  found  the  worthy  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  ambition,  and  that  he  could 
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fulfil  his  own  destiny  and  the  destiny  of 
his  people.  It  is  because  we  take  this 
position,  because  wo  cannot  see  that  the 
office  of  governor  or  governor-general  is 
one  80  much  to  be  desired  by  those  who 
take  the  democratic  view  of  it,  and  be¬ 
cause  we  have  a  better  use  to  which  to 
put  our  great  men,  that  we  feel  so  little 
concern  about  the  matter.  For  my  part, 
if  I  can  see  established  in  Australia  re¬ 
sponsible  government  in  the  fullest  accepta¬ 
tion  of  the  term — a  government  in  which 
the  governor  can  take  no  action  which  is  not 
countersigned  by  his  responsible  advisers, 
who  must  answer  for  their  conduct  to  their 
parliament,  and  in  which  the  governor- 
general,  so  far  as  his  political  status  is 
concerned,  has  no  authority  whatever  ex¬ 
cept  to  chose  his  advisers  subject  to  the 
approval  of  parliament,  I  shall  be  satisfied. 
It  is  proposed  by  one  hon.  gentleman  that 
even  his  power  of  refu.sing  a  dissolution 
should  be  taken  away.  It  is  proposed  to  re¬ 
duce  the  governor’s  political  powers,  more 
than  ever  though  he  may  at  any  time  in¬ 
crease  his.  social  and  personal  influence. 
In  a  community  such  as  ours,  with  the 
future  which  we  believe  to  lie  before  it, 
the  office  of  governor-general  is  not  one  to 
which  a  democrat  will  aspire.  To  make  it 
an  object  of  ambition  you  must  change  its 
character  altogether,  and  make  it  an  oflice 
like  that  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States — a  high  executive  oflice  in  which  a 
man  can  carry  out  his  ideas  and  give  effect 
to  his  principles.  If  you  do  that,  you  must 
consider  his  election.  We  should  insist 
upon  it.  If  he  becomes  a  personage  in  the 
political  life  of  the  country,  his  office  must 
be  elective.  We  cannot  afford  to  have 
in  our  constitution  any  man  exercising 
autliority,  unless  he  derives  it  from  the 
people  of  Australia.  At  the  present  time 
we  say  that  the  governor-general  exercises 
no  such  authority.  He  exercises  the  power 
of  the  Sovereign  of  Great  Britain,  and  no 
more  than  the  people  of  Great  Britain  feel 


degraded  and  limited,  because  no  one  there 
can  hope  to  aspire  to  be  the  monarch  of  that 
country,  do  we  feel  degraded  and  limited 
because  we  cannot  aspire  to  be  governor- 
general.  We  are  satisfied  wdth  all  the  other 
offices  in  the  state  being  open  to  us,  it  being 
possible  for  the  meane.st,  humblest,  and 
poorest  to  aspire  to  the  highest  office  in  the 
commonwealth — that  is,  the  premiership. 
We  feel  no  regret  through  being  debarred 
from  this  one  ceremonial  office.  High 
though  it  may  be,  it  is  but  ceremonial,  and 
we  feel  no  deprivation  in  any  sense  because 
it  is  closed  to  us.  So,  while  cordial ly  echoing 
all  the  sentiments  to  which  the  lion,  and 
venerable  member  has  given  utterance,  and 
though  in  full  sympathy  with  his  opinions,, 
the  younger  democrats  must  confess  them¬ 
selves  to  have  no  sympathy  with  him  in 
this  particular  aim  on  which  he  has  set 
his  heart.  We  cannot  lielp  regretting  that 
even  on  what  we  consider  a  small  point,  we 
should  not  be  found  fighting  on  the  same 
side  with  him.  Our  minds,  however,  rua 
in  such  a  different  channel,  and  we  fix  upon 
such  a  dififerent  object  as  the  summit  of 
Australian  ambition,  that  we  regard  with 
little  favour  the  title  which  seems  to  him 
so  valuable,  but  which  appears  to  the  active 
politician  to  be  little  better  than  a  glitter¬ 
ing  and  gaudy  toy. 

Sir  J OHN  DOWNER  ;  Distening  as 
I  do,  with  the  greatest  pleasure  to  every¬ 
thing  that  falls  from  the  hon.  member. 
Sir  George  Grey,  I  should  be  anxious  in 
every  way  to  agree  with  him  if  I  could  by 
any  means  bring  myself  to  concur  in  his 
views.  If  the  hon.  gentleman  had  com¬ 
menced  his  argument  by  asking  what  was 
the  neces.sity  for  a  governor-general,  or  for 
a  governor  at  all,  lie  might  have  appealed 
to  the  sympathies  of  a  good  many  of  us,, 
because,  as  Mr.  Deakiii  said,  the  office- 
both  of  governor-general  and  of  the  local 
governors  must  in  the  nature  of  things  ba¬ 
se  much  of  the  character  of  ceremonials^ 
and  have  so  little  substantial  authority^ 
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that  had  the  hon.  gentleman  suggested  that 
we  should  dispense  with  these — as  some 
persons  might  consider  them — bauhles, 
there  might  have  been  a  good  deal  to  be 
said  in  favour  of  the  proposition.  But 
v\'hen  the  hon.  gentleman,  who  I  think 
generally  believes  in  the  British  Constitu¬ 
tion,  at  the  same  time  advocates  with  such 
earnestness,  eloquence,  and  seriousness  the 
appointment  from  amongst  ourselves,  and 
from  our  own  population  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  occupying  the  position  of  governor- 
general,  I  would  ask  him  in  what  position 
w  ill  the  governor-genei'al  when  he  is 
elected  1  If  he  is  elected  by  the  voice  of 
the  people,  does  the  hon.  gentleman  as¬ 
sume  that  history  wdll  not  repeat  itself, 
and  that  the  governor-general  will  not 
assume  a  position  something  like  that  of 
the  President  of  the  U  nited  States,  so  that 
the  cry  amongst  political  parties  will  be, 
“  Who  is  for  the  president,  and  who  is 
against  him  1  ”  If  what  we  want  to  do  is 
to  get  rid  of  the  authority  of  the  Queen, 
and  to  make  the  real  substantial  authority 
of  the  realm  the  person  in  the  position  of 
governor-general,  the  way  to  do  it  is  to 
appoint  the  governor-general  in  the  way 
the  hon.  gentleman  suggests;  but  if  we 
want  to  retain  the  authority  in  tlie  people 
— apart  from  the  question  whether  it  is  to 
be  in  the  senate  or  in  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  or  in  both  co-ordinately — 
subject  to  the  authority  of  the  Sovereign, 
it  would  be  inviting  at  once  an  inter¬ 
ference  with  that  authority  to  put  at  the 
head  of  the  government  a  person  elected 
by  tlie  people,  and  who,  from  the  very 
nature  of  his  election,  would  speak  wdth 
authority,  and  assume  a  dominion  over 
the  commonwealth,  which  we  are  certainly 
not  prepared  to  concede.  I  think  the 
hon,  gentleman  must  not  attribute  to  any 
one  of  us  the  slightest  disrespect,  or  feel 
hurt  because  we  do  not  arrive  at  the 
same  conclusions  as  he  has  arrived  at,  be¬ 
cause,  althougli,  as  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
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Deakin,  said,  as  a  general  principle,  we 
think  that  all  authority  should  come  from 
the  people,  and  that  all  oflicers  should 
be  elected  by  the  people,  we  are  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  interfere  with  the  cardinal  prin¬ 
ciple  of  our  constitution,  and  that  is,  that 
the  nominal  head  of  the  government  should 
be  only  the  nominal  head  of  the  executive, 
and  not  become  a  real,  substantial,  legis¬ 
lative  force  in  the  community. 

Sir  GEOBGE  GKEY  :  I  have  two  sets 
of  arguments  which  run  in  very  nearly 
parallel  lines  to  answer.  The  first  of 
the  two  last  speakers,  I  should  say,  has 
overlooked  one  point  altogether.  The 
Sovereign  of  Great  Britain  has  a  great 
stake  in  the  empire  and  in  Great  Britain 
— the  preservation  of  tlie  throne  for  her 
race — and  she  has  also  great  authority. 
Hon.  gentlemen  also  overlook  this  fact, 
that  on  many  occasions  tlie  Queen  has 
been  the  adviser  of  her  ministers.  She  has 
been  consulted  by  them,  and  her  advice 
has  been  gratefully  taken.  It  has  been 
the  advice  of  one  agitated  by  no  political 
passions,  by  no  feelings  of  animosity 
against  different  persons  such  as  are  en¬ 
gendered  by  debate,  and  in  many  instances 
this  advice  has  been  of  the  greatest  possible 
use  to  the  nation,  and  I  contend  that  over 
and  over  again  crises  have  taken  place  in 
these  colonies  where  the  opinion  of  a  gover¬ 
nor  elected  by  the  whole  of  Australia,  who 
"was  also  a  man  of  ability,  and  therefore  en¬ 
titled  to  respect  of  the  highest  kind,  might 
have  been  of  the  greatest  possible  use. 
I  believe  that  if  in  dealing  with  all  these 
labour  questions  we  had  such  a  man,  of 
philosophic  mind,  of  trained  intellect,  not 
agitated  by  the  passions  of  debate  in  par¬ 
liament,  not  elected  by  a  certain  party  in 
the  state,  and  therefore  representing  them 
and  bound  to  protect  their  interests — I 
believe  that  if  the  government  had  had  an 
adviser  of  that  kind  many  and  great  diffi¬ 
culties  would  have  been  avoided.  He 
must  have  taken  their  advice,  and  he 
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would  Lave  done  so  with  cheerfulness  and 
good  will,  and  endeavoured  to  render  it 
successful  when  they  persisted  in  it ;  and 
that  there  should  be  such  a  power  to  help 
and  guide  them  would,  I  am  certain,  be 
of  tlie  greatest  possible  cad  vantage  to  the 
country.  These  arguments  apply  also 
to  the  s[)eech  of  the  lion,  gentleman  who 
last  spoke.  I  feel  sure  that  if  he  will 
reflect  over  it  in  his  own  mind  he  will 
see  that  it  will  be  far  better  to  have 
a  man  of  that  kind  here  than  one  sent 
from  Great  Britain,  possibly  bound  up 
strongly  with  a  political  party  there,  and 
anxious  to  create  a  political  party  here, 
which  Government  House  influence  would 
enable  him  to  a  great  degree  to  do.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  presence  of  such  a  person  in 
the  state  would  be  inflnitely  more  injurious 
to  it  than  would  be  the  presence  of  an  elec¬ 
tive  governor  chosen  by  the  people  of  the 
country.  I  thank  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
John  Downer,  for  his  remarks  about  the 
feeling  with  which  the  opposition  to  all  I 
say  has  been  made.  I  feel  no  anger  at  all 
1  am  delighted  that  hon.  gentlemen  have 
spoken  as  they  have ;  that  the  whole 
matter  has  been  fully  and  completely 
discussed.  But  all  that  I  have  heard 
simply  confirms  me  in  my  opinions  more 
and  more.  I  am  satisfied  that  I  am 
right.  As  I  stand  here  I  feel  satisfied 
that  if  to  the  people  of  Australia  them¬ 
selves  was  left  the  power  of  expressing 
their  views  on  the  subject,  an  enormous 
majority  would  be  found  to  agree  with  me, 
and  I  only  hope  yet  that  if  this  mode  of 
appointing  the  governor-general  is  deter¬ 
mined  upon,  petitions  will  come  to  parlia¬ 
ment  from  this  country,  and  I  believe  that 
those  petitions  wdll  be  so  largely  signed 
that  parliament  will  feel  that  the  great 
strength  of  Australian  opinion  is  in  favour 
of  the  election  of  the  governor-general  by 
the  people,  and  that  parliament  wdll  yield 
to  wdiat  it  finds  to  be  the  belief  of  the 
people,  and  that  that  will  ultimately  be¬ 


come  law  if  a  constitution  is  to  be  given 
to  us ;  for  liowev^er  hon.  gentlemen  may 
persuade  themselves  that  they  have  the 
opinions  of  the  i>eople  witli  them,  I  am 
satisfied  from  my  knowledge  of  the  per¬ 
sons  in  various  parts  of  the  country  with 
whom  I  have  been  in  correspondence 
that  a  totally  different  opinion  really  does 
subsist,  and  that  a  much  larger  majority 
of  the  people  than  they  believe  hold  the 
views  that  I  have  expressed  to-day,  and 
which  I  have  done  my  very  utmost  to  get 
approval  given  to  by  this  Convention.  I 
am  sorry  naturally  that  I  have  failed  in 
my  object ;  but  I  cheerfully  submit  to 
what  is  the  will  of  the  majority.  I  will 
endeavour  to  render  everything  they  do 
successful  for  Australia  in  every  form, 
though  adverse  to  my  owm  view^s.  But 
feeling  all  that,  at  the  same  time  I  feel 
that  I  have  wdsely,  and,  I  believe,  justly, 
advised  the  Convention  this  afternoon. 
Question  put — That  the  words,  ‘‘The 
Queen  may  from  time  to  time,”  proposed 
to  be  omitted,  stand  part  of  the  clause. 
The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  35 ;  noes,  3  ;  majority,  32. 
Ayes. 


Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Baker,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 

Barton,  Mr. 

Hackett,  Mr. 

Bird,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Brow^n,  ^Ir. 

Loton,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Macdonald- Pa  tersonMr. 

Clark,  Mr. 

Marmion,  Mr. 

Cuthbert,  Mr. 

fMoore,  Mr. 

Deakin,  Mr. 

fMuni'o,  Mr. 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

Playford,  Mr. 

Douglas,  Mr.  AdyjQ 

Russell,  Captain 

Downer,  Sir  John 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Suttor,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  J, 

Wright,  Mr. 

Fysh,  Mr. 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Noes. 

Cockburn,  Dr. 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
^igreed  to: 

That  the  words  ‘Mier  !Majesty’s,”  line  5,  be 
omitted  with  the  vie\v  of  inserting  the  words 
■“the  Queen’s.” 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  move  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  : 

That  after  the  word  “functions,”  line  7,  the 
following  words  be  inserted: — “as  are  con¬ 
tained  in  schedule  1>  hereto,  and  such  other 
powei's  and  functions  not  inconsistent  tliere- 
with.” 

It  will  be  seen  that  we  are  deliberately 
making  the  instructions  given  to  her 
Majesty’s  representative  part  of  oiir  Con¬ 
stitution. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Ko  ;  subject  to  the  Consti¬ 
tution  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  admit  that  no  instruc¬ 
tions  can  be  given  which  are  inconsistent 
with  the  constitution,  but  instructions  can 
be  given  which  are  additional  to  the  con¬ 
stitution,  and  which  cover  grounds  not 
mentioned  in  the  constitution. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  How  ? 

Mr.  BAKER  :  Wliy,  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  an  act  a  despatch  was  sent  from 
the  Government  of  Queensland,  I  think 
it  was,  to  England,  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  the  royal  instructions  to  the  governor 
are  part  of  the  constitutional  law  of  the 
colony.  I  believe  that  is  undoubted,  and 
we  are  affirming  that  in  this  particular 
clause.  Why  should  we  go  to  Downing- 
street  for  any  part  of  our  constitution 
which  we  can  put  into  tliis  act  ? 

Mr.  Deakin  :  What  do  you  propose  to 
put  in,  then  1 

Mr.  BAKER  :  Well,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  put  in  the  whole  of  the  powers  and 
functions  w'hicli  are  to  be  expressly  set 
forth  as  having  to  be  performed  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor  y  but  I  vsTant  to  affirm  the  proposi¬ 
tion  tliat  they  shall  be,  as  far  as  possible, 
contained  in  our  .  constitution.  Here 
is  one  matter  to  which  I  wdll  allude. 
In  1878,  after  the  Dominion  of  Canada 


had  been  formed,  they  objected  to  the 
instructions  given  to  the  Governor-Gen¬ 
eral  of  Cajiada.  They  said  that  they 
did  not  consider  that  he  was  sufficiently 
amenable  to  Lis  adviscra,  that  a  good 
many  of  the  matters  upon  which  he  had 
instructions  from  the  home  government 
were  matters  upon  which  he  ought  to  have 
followed  the  advice  of  his  constitutional 
advisers,  and  Mr.  Blake,  who  w;is  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  wrote  several  able 
despatches  on  the  matter,  and  proceeded 
to  England,  I  believe,  twice.  He  certainly 
proceeded  to  England  once,  and  after  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  and  a  great  deal 
of  friction  the  home  Government  gave  way, 
and  they  erased  from  the  former  instruc¬ 
tions  an  immense  numl>er  of  instructions 
which  had  formerly  been  contained  in 
them.  Among  other  things  I  will  men¬ 
tion  one  matter  which,  1  think,  certainly 
ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  schedule  of 
this  bill,  and  that  is  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  governor-general  is  to  ex¬ 
ercise  the  prerogative  of  pardon.  We 
know  very  w^ell  that,  according  to  the  in¬ 
structions  now  extant,  which  have  never 
been  altered,  our  colonial  governors  have 
the  right  of  exercising  their  own  discretion ; 
and  we  also  know  that  whenever  Down- 
ing-street  has  been  appealed  to  to  uphold 
a  governor  in  carrying  out  the  powers 
w^hich  they  say  he  ought  to  possess,  they 
have  shuffled  in  the  matter.  In  Canada 
it  has  been  provided  that  the  power  of  the 
prerogative  of  pardon  is  to  be  exercised  by 
the  governor-general : 

Ist.  As  to  capital  cases,  with  the  adrtce  of  the 
Privy  Council. 

2nd.  As  to  other  cases,  with  the  advice  of  at 
les,st  one  of  his  ministers. 

3rd.  As  to  cases  in  wffiich  pardon  or  reprieve 
might  directly  affect  the  interests  of  the  empire, 
or  any  country  or  place  l^yond  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Government  of  tlie  Dominion,  the  Go¬ 
vernor-General  is,  before  deciding,  to  “  take 
those  interests  specially  into  his  own  personal 
consideration,  in  conjunction  with  such  advice 
as  aforesaid.  ” 
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That  is  clearly  laid  down,  I  think.  The 
last  portion — tlie  third  subdivision — is 
quite  j)roper,  because  he  acts  in  matters 
relating  to  the  interests  of  tlie  empire  as 
an  ofiicer  of  the  Iinpei-ial  Government; 
but  in  all  other  cases  it  is  expressly  laid 
down  that  he  is  to  act  on  the  advice  of  Iiis 
responsible  ministers.  That  is  only  one 
point.  I  should  like  to  see  in  the  schedule 
to  this  bill  all  the  powers  and  functions  of 
the  governor-general  which  it  is  possible  to 
define  and  to  reduce  to  writing,  so  defined. 
I  do  not  wisli  that  w’e  should  have  to  go  to 
Downing-street  from  time  to  time  to  find 
out  what  the  powers  of  our  constitution  are. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  The  first  question  that 
arises  might  be  as  to  whether  this  is  the 
best  means  of  accomplishing  the  end  which 
the  lion,  member  has  in  his  mind.  If  tlie 
lion,  member  proposes  to  define  the  powders 
of  tlie  governor-general  so  far  as  they  can 
be  defined,  I  am  cordially  with  him.  The 
matter,  indeed,  received  some  attention  at 
the  hands  of  the  committee,  though  the 
question  as  to  the  method  of  definition  to 
be  adopted  w^as  felt  to  be  surrounded  with 
difficulty.  The  solution  which  I  wish 
to  suggest  to  the  hon.  member  who  has 
now  moved  his  amendment  is  that  it  would 
lie  better  to  embody  in  the  bill  itself  any¬ 
thing  that  we  have  to  say  on  this  suliject ; 
n,ud  for  my  own  part,  I  cannot  conceive 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  do  anything 
more — if  I  may  repeat  what  I  was  urging 
a  few  minutes  ago  in  connection  with 
another  subject — than  to  insert  in  this  bill, 
and  to  state  on  the  very  face  of  the  con- 
^?titution,  that  the  governor  shall  invari¬ 
ably  act  on  the  advice  of  his  responsible 
ministers,  that  every  act  of  his  shall  be 
countersigned  by  a  responsible  minister 
who  shall  make  himself  responsible  by  his 
signature  for  that  particular  act.  That  will 
ripply  even  to  circumstances  under  which 
a  governor-general  changes  his  ministers. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  lie  has  got  to 
turn  out  the  first  lot  on  nobody^s  advice  ! 


Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Exactly  ;  but,  as  the 
hon.  member  is  perfectly  w'ell  aware,  hav¬ 
ing  gone  through  the  process  so  often  him¬ 
self,  the  incoming  ministry^  invariably  take 
that  responsibility  upon  their  shoulders. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  That  is  not  act¬ 
ing  on  advice,  though  1 

Mr.  Playford  :  It  is  acting  on  his  own 
responsibility  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Not  at  all.  However, 
the  question  is  one  of  phraseology.  If  we 
are  agreed  on  the  principle,  we  can  easily 
embody  it  in  language ;  and  I  would  sug¬ 
gest  to  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker,  that 
it  would  meet  all  tlie  purj>oses  of  the 
schedule  which  he  proposes,  and  do  aivay 
with  what  seems  to  be  an  indirect  method 
of  dealing  with  the  matter,  to  say  directly 
that  the  governor’s  powers  shall  be  limited 
by  the  necessity  on  his  part  of  obtaining 
the  signature  of  a  responsible  minister  to 
every  one  of  his  acts. 

Mr.  WBIXON  :  It  seems  to  me,  sir, 
that  if  we  take  care,  when  we  come  to 
the  portion  of  the  bill  dealing  with  the 
executive  government,  to  thoroughly  es¬ 
tablish  responsible  government,  we  may 
let  this  clause  go  as  it  is,  because  what¬ 
ever  functions  are  vested  in  the  governor- 
general  will  then  necessarily  come  under 
the  operation  of  responsible  government, 
and  we  need  do  nothing  further.  It  is 
just  like  the  case  of  the  Sovereign  herself. 
She  has  vast  prerogatives,  great  powers ; 
but  however  vast  or  greiit  they  are  does 
not  signify  to  the  people  of  England  so 
long  as  there  is  responsible  government 
established.  Therefore,  insteiid  of  seekins: 
to  limit  the  powers  which  the  Sovereign 
may  depute  to  the  govern  or- general,  or  to 
schedule  the  acts  which  he  may  or  may 
not  do,  we  have  to  take  care  to  thoroughly 
establish  responsible  government,  and,if  \ve 
do  that,  tlie  rest  w'ill  take  care  of  itself. 
For  example,  take  the  very  point  which 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker,  puts  about 
pardon.  I  maintain  that  the  prerogative 
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of  pardon  is  now,  in  all  these  communities 
Avhei'e  we  have  responsible  government, 
just  as  much  under  the  operation  of  re¬ 
sponsible  government  as  is  any  other  pi*e- 
rogative,and  the  thing  works  in  this  simple 
way :  Supposing  that  the  head  of  tho 
executive — tlie  governor — desires,  wo  will 
say,  to  hang  a  mail  whom  the  government 
of  the  day  think  should  not  be  hanged, 
they  walk  out  of  office,  and  will  not  accept 
the  responsibility.  It  is  all  a  question  of 
whether  they  are  or  are  not  prepared  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  any  action  of  the 
governor. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  Is  it  not  absurd  to 
have  a  crisis  on  such  a  matter  as  that  1 

Mr.  WlilXON :  It  is  all  a  matter  of  con¬ 
sideration  in  each  case.  I  do  not  say  that 
in  every  case  the  ministry  will  go  out  of 
office — not  at  all  ;  but  I  say  tliat  that  is 
the  way  in  which  the  thing  works,  and  it 
works  for  itself.  You  want  no  definition 
or  enumei*ation  of  the  powers.  All  you 
have  to  take  care  is  that  you  thoroughly 
establish  responsible  government,  and  I 
think  that  a  few  words  ought  to  be  added 
to  the  bill  when  we  come  to  that  portion. 

Dr.  COCKBIJRX :  I  agree  with  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin. 
In  fact  he  lias  put  in  the  most  succinct 
language  what  1  was  trying  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  Convention.  I  think  it 
is  agreed  that  the  exercise  of  all  power 
should  be  responsible,  and  I  do  think  that 
after  the  debate  which  we  have  had  on  the 
former  portion  of  the  clause  it  will  be  all 
the  more  necessary  to  clearly  point  out  that 
the  governor-general  shall  not  exercise 
any  powers  without  the  distinct  advice  of 
his  executive,  because  if  any  one  suffered 
in  the  debate  which  has  lately  taken  place 
it  is  the  future  governor-general.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  Lis  highest  function  would 
be  to  be  a  dummy,  and  that  although  he 
was  the  only  link  between  us  and  the 
Crown,  in  being  that  link  he  was  less  than 
the  least  in  the  whole  of  the  colonies — a 
[J/r.  Wrixon, 


useless  image  and  a  bauble — and  as  the  vote 
subsequently  taken  rather  proved  that  this 
liigli  conception  oftheoffice  of  the  governor- 
general  was  tho  opinion  of  tho  vast  majority 
in  this  Convention,  and  that  his  election 
by  the  people  would  be  to  create  liim  a 
real  person  instead  of  an  imaginary  one,  I 
think  it  is  all  tho  more  necessary,  as  we 
have  decided  to  have  this  imaginary  func¬ 
tionary,  that  his  powers  should  not  be  real, 
and  certainly  no  powers  of  life  and  death 
should  be  vested  in  such  an  officer  as  the 
majority  of  the  Convention  wish  to  see  the 
governor-general  reduced  to.  I  think  that 
in  every  way  the  voice  of  the  people  should 
prevail,  and  I  certainly  think  that  we 
should  have  had  nothing  to  fear,  even  if  the 
lion,  member.  Sir  George  Grey,  had  been 
successful  in  carrying  the  amendment 
which  he  moved  a  little  while  ago,  and  in 
regard  to  which  I  had  the  lionor  of  voting 
with  him.  I  am  much  obliged  to  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  for  having  suggested 
a  manner  in  which  the  wishes  that  I  had 
expressed  may  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  ;  There  is  one  point 
on  which  I  think  you  cannot  say  that  the 
governor-general  sliall  act  with  the  advice 
of  his  ministers  for  the  time-being,  and 
that  is  where  his  ministers  ask  for  a  disso¬ 
lution  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  But  then  he  gets  some¬ 
body  else  to  advise  him  not  to  dissolve  the 
house  1 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  The  hon.  member 
now  says  that  he  would  act  with  the 
a])proval  of  some  other  persons. 

Mr.  Deakin:  Yes, responsible  ministers! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  But  lie  commits 
the  act  of  refusing  a  dissolution  to  the 
ministry  of  the  day  before  other  ministers 
are  there  at  all. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  He  finds  some  one  to 
take  the  responsibility  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  He  must  act  on  his 
own  responsibility. 
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Mr.  Deakin  :  No,  never.  The  Crown 
can  do  no  wrong  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFOIID  :  Ho  must  act  on  liis 
own  responsibility. 

Dr.  Cock  BURN  :  To  whom  is  he  re.spon- 
sible  % 

Mr.  PLAYFORD :  He  is,  I  imagine, 
re.sponsible  to  lier  Majesty  the  Queen.  I 
can  entirely  understand  the  position,  and 
I  say  that  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
and  in  the  great  majority  of  instances,  he 
must  undoubtedly  act  with  the  advice  of 
liis  ministers  ;  but  there  is  that  one  case  in 
which  he  cannot  act  with  the  advice  of  his 
ministers. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  That  is  only  a  matter  of 
expression — either  with  the  advice  of  his 
responsible  ministers  for  the  time-being  or 
with  that  of  some  others  who  accept  the 
responsibility. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  If  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  likes  to  put  it  in  that  way  it  does  away 
with  my  objection;  but  in  the  granting  or 
refusing  to  granta  dissolution  the  governor- 
general  must  act  on  his  own  responsibility, 
and  not  on  anybody’s  advice. 

Mr.  Munro  :  The  Queen  does  not  do 
that ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  The  Queen  has  the 
power  to  do  it  whether  she  has  or  has  not 
done  it.  I  know  the  Governor  of  South 
Australia  exercised  the  power  only  a  short 
time  ago  against  the  hon.  member  who 
has  asked  that  the  power  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  be  exercised. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  He  evidently  found  some 
one  ready  to  support  him  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD:  Undoubtedly  he  did. 
All  T  have  to  say  in  the  matter  is  that  we 
had  better  leave  it  as  it  is.  There  is  no 
necessity  to  define  the  governor’s  powers, 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  small  enough  at 
the  present  moment. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  We  want  to  make  them 
clear,  not  small  ! 

IMr.  PLAYFORD:  Wehave  not  felt  any 
inconvenience  with  regard  to  the  powers 
2  o 


given  by  the  Queen  in  letters  patent  to  the 
governors,  and  I  think  that  we  shall  not 
find  any  difficulty  in  the  commonwealth. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  am  arguing  simply 
what  I  have  always  argued  ever  since  I 
have  been  in  politics — that  is  to  say,  that 
the  exercise  of  power  should  be  vested  in 
those  directly  responsible  to  the  people  ; 
and  I  say  that  the  punishment  of  ministers 
who  dare  to  bring  about  a  dissolution  of 
parliament,  unless  the  voice  of  the  people 
is  with  them,  is  sudden  and  fatal,  and  that 
any  men  who  brought  about  a  dissolution 
of  parliament  unless  they  had  the  voice  of 
the  country  behind  them  would  be  politi¬ 
cally  ruined,  if  not  for  ever,  at  least  for  a 
considerable  time  ;  and  I  think  it  better 
to  sheet  home  the  responsibility  as  far  as 
possible  to  the  ministers  themselves.  It  is 
all  very  well  to  say  that  they  are  respon¬ 
sible.  The  governor,  of  course,  is  re.spon¬ 
sible  to  the  Queen  for  the  exercise  of  his 
authority.  I  think  that  the  exercise  of 
such  a  large  power  as  that  of  dissolving  the 
house  of  representatives  should  be  vested 
in  those  directly  responsible  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  not  in  some  one  responsible  to  a 
distant  authority.  In  advancing  the  views 
I  have  put  forward,  I  have  not  been  guided 
by  any  recent  events  in  politics,  but  have 
simply  expressed  the  views  I  have  held 
ever  since  I  first  had  the  honor  of  enterinij 
parliament. 

Sir  SxVMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  would 
point  out,  sir,  that  the  discussion  is  rather 
departing  from  the  amendment  before  the 
Committee,  which  is  to  define  the  po Wei's 
of  the  governor-general.  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  hon.  gentleman,  Mr.  Baker,  if  he 
has  attempted  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  functions  of  the  gov'ernor-general  ? 

I  think  he  would  find  it  a  difficult  task, 
and  would  have  to  introduce  general  words 
which  would  mean  no  more  than  the  words 
now  in  the  clause. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  am  willing  to  admit 
that  it  would  be  impossible,  and  most 
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impolitic  to  try,  to  define  all  the  powers  of 
the  governor-genei*al ;  hut  I  would  point 
out  to  the  hon.  and  learned  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  that,  as  draftsman  of  the 
bill,  he  has  partially  done  what  I  am  ad¬ 
vocating.  In  clause  57  lie  has  defined  the 
powers  of  the  governor-general  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  assenting  to  bills,  and  why  should 
we  not  do  the  same  in  regard  to  any 
other  matter  which  is  capable  of  being 
defined  ?  Take,  for  instance,  the  exercise 
of  the  prerogative  of  pardon.  Is  there  any 
sound  reason  why  the  duty  and  the  |X)wer 
of  the  governor-general  should  be  defined 
in  reference  to  giving  tlie  royal  assent 
to  bills,  and  not  in  reference  to  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  the  prerogative  of  pardon  1  I  can 
see  none.  I  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
my  amendment,  because  I  think  there  is 
a  good  deal  of  force  in  what  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Deakin,  said,  that  perhaps  this  is 
not  the  best  way  to  attain  my  object.  I 
shall,  if  I  am  allowed  to  withdraw  the 
amendment,  consider  whether  I  can  draw 
one  or  two  clauses,  which  will  come  in 
after  clauses  57  and  58,  and  be  a  sequence, 
as  it  were,  to  the  example  therein  set,  of 
definingthe  powers  of  thegovemor-general. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
agi*eed  to : 

That  the  words  ‘^her  Majesty  may  deem 
necessary  or  expedient  ”  be  omitted  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  “  the  Queen 
may  think  fit.  ” 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3.  The  annual  salary  of  the  governor- 
general  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Parliament  from 
time  to  time,  but  shall  not  be  less  than  ten 
thousand  pounds,  and  the  same  shall  be  payable 
to  the  Queen  out  of  the  consolidated  revenue 
fund  of  the  commonwealth.  The  salary  of  a 
governor-general  shall  not  be  diminished  during 
his  continuance  in  office, 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  propose  to  omit  the 
words  “  the  same  as  being  quite  unneces¬ 
sary.  The  alteration  will,  I  think,  im¬ 
prove  the  bill. 

[J/r.  Balter, 


Sir  HARRY  ATKINSON  :  I  should 
like  to  see  all  the  words  after  from  time 
to  time  ”  omitted,  for  I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  fix  the  amount  at  0,000.  I 
therefore  move  : 

That  the  words  * '  but  shall  not  bo  less  than 
ten  thousand  pounds  ”  be  omitte<l. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  should  like  to  know 
from  the  lion,  member  the  object  of  omit¬ 
ting  the  words.  Is  it  that  there  shall  be 
no  salary  at  all  ? 

Sir  Harry  Atkinson  :  No  ;  it  is  that 
the  federal  parliament  shall  be  left  per¬ 
fectly  free  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
salary  itself. 

An  Hon.  Member:  I  suppose  the  hon. 
member  would  do  the  same  with  the 
ministers  ? 

Sir  Harry  Atkinson  :  I  should  do 
exactly  the  same  with  the  ministers ! 

Mr.  MUNRO :  I  feel  that  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  cannot  have 
considered  what  he  proposes  to  do.  The 
governor-general  must  be  appointed  before 
the  parliament  is  called  into  existence, 
and  does  the  hon.  member  think  that  any 
one  will  take  the  office  without  some 
assurance  that  he  will  get  a  salary  of 
some  sort  1  Surely  the  governor-general 
ought  to  know  something  about  the  office 
he  is  to  fill  and  the  emolument  attached  to 
the  position  !  If  the  amendment  be  made 
the  result  will  be  that  the  appointment 
will  be  made  without  any  assurance  as 
to  the  emolument  which  the  holder  is 
to  receive.  The  hon.  member  says  he  will 
make  a  similar  proposal  with  regard  to 
the  ministers  of  the  Crown.  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  two  proposals  are  really 
unwise,  and  that  we  ought  now  to  attach 
some  decent  salary  to  the  office  giving 
power  to  the  parliament  to  vary  it,  but  not 
to  reduce  it  during  the  term  of  office  of  the 
gentleman  appointed  afterwards.  My  con¬ 
viction  is  that  a  salary  of  <£10,000  is  alto¬ 
gether  inadequate  for  the  office.  My  feeling 
is  that  the  gentleman  to  be  appointed  ought 
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to  be  equal  to  the  gentleman  appointed  as 
governor-general  of  India.  He  ought  to 
be  a  gentleman  capable  of  being  a  cabinet 
minister  in  England,  and  for  that  purpose 
the  salary  ought  to  be  very  much  larger 
than  what  is  proposed.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  to  the  advantage  of  the  colonies  to  hawk 
this  position  about  in  such  a  way  that  no 
man  of  good  standing  or  position  will 
take  it.  When  the  Constitution  of  Vic¬ 
toria  was  agreed  to  many  years  ago,  I 
think  the  population  of  the  colony  was 
about  only  250,000,  and  yet  they  fixed  the 
governor’s  salary  at  XI 0,000,  with  an 
allowance  of  X5,000,  making  it  X15,000 
in  all.  Since  then  it  has  been  reduced  to 
£10,000  a  year,  but  a  house  is  provided 
furnished,  so  that  practically  the  emolu¬ 
ment  comes  to  £15,000  a  year  now.  Now, 
this  Convention,  representing  the  whole  of 
Australia,  is  going  to  give  the  governor- 
general  a  salary  equal  to  w’hat  is  given  to 
the  Governor  of  Victoria  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Clark  :  You  will  reduce  yours  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  No,  we  do  not  intend 
to  reduce  ours.  We  think  the  Governor 
of  Victoria  is  entitled  to  the  salary,  and 
perhaps  more,  if  we  could  afford  it.  At 
any  rate,  I  think  that  instead  of  striking 
out  these  w^ords,  and  making  the  amount 
indefinite — in  fact,  making  no  provision 
at  all — the  words  ought  to  be  struck  out 
with  the  view  of  increasing  the  amount 
very  considerably. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Another 
reason  wdiy  the  words  should  not  be  struck 
out  is  not  only  the  importance  of  the  first 
governor-general  knowing  how  much  he  is 
to  get  — a  very  important  consideration  in 
choosing  him — but  that  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  might  simply  by  reducing  the  salary 
cut  the  connection  with  Great  Britain  al¬ 
together.  Supposing  that  it  were  to  reduce 
the  salary  to  £100  or  £1,000  a  year  !  That 
is  the  reason  Avhy  in  all  the  constitution 
acts  there  has  been  the  reservation  of  a 


fixed  sum,  which  is  made  payable  to  her 
Llajesty,  so  that  she  has  alw^ays  money  to 
pay  her  governor-general,  and  therefore 
can  always  secure  the  appointment  in  the 
country  of  her  representative  with  an  ade¬ 
quate  salary.  I  agree  with  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Munro,  that  the  salary  is  too 
small,  having  regard  to  the  salary  given  to 
the  Governor  of  Victoria. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  think  it  is  desir¬ 
able  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  first  governor- 
general.  The  clause  says  that  the  salary 
shall  not  be  less  than  £10,000.  It  is  very 
possible,  I  think,  that  that  expression  may 
lead  to  very  serious  misunderstanding.  It 
is  an  intimation  to  the  governor-general 
that  he  shall  get  £10,000  a  year,  and  pro¬ 
bably  a  good  deal  more  than  that.  He 
ought  to  know  w^hen  appointed  what  his 
salary  is  to  be,  and  I  think,  therefore,  that 
the  salary  of  the  first  governor-general 
should  be  fixed  in  the  bill.  The  words 
“  but  shall  not  be  less  than  ”  should  there¬ 
fore  be  omitted. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  That  would  en¬ 
able  the  federal  parliament  to  reduce  the 
salary  to  £1,000  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  No,  because  the 
clause  provides  that  the  salary  shall  not  be 
diminished  during  the  governor’s  continu¬ 
ance  in  office.  But  I  am  astonished  to 
liear  it  suggested  that  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  'would  be  so  supremely  ridiculous  as 
to  fix  a  nominal  salary  for  a  governor- 
general.  It  is  to  my  mind  utterly  out  of 
the  question  to  imagine  that  such  would  be 
the  case.  If  we  leave  the  clause  as  it 
stands  we  say  to  the  federal  parliament, 

“  We  cannot  trust  you  to  fix  the  salary ; 
we  will  fix  it  at  not  less  than  £10,000, 
whatever  the  circumstances  of  the  federal 
government  may  be.”  Surely  if  we  give 
the  federal  government  the  powers  which 
it  is  proposed  to  give  them  we  can  trust 
them  to  see  that  proper  provision  is  made 
for  the  salary  of  the  governor-general.  I 
think  w’e  should  fix  the  salary  of  the  first 
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governor-general  at  £10,000,  leaving  it  to 
the  federal  government  to  fix  tlie  salary 
subsequently. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GEIFFITH  :  The  lion, 
member,  Sir  John  Bray,  surely  could  not 
have  ^heard  my  argument.  Does  he  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  framers  of  the  constitutions 
of  the  various  colonies  did  not  understand 
their  business  ?  This  reservation  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  salary  of  governors  is  made  in 
the  whole  of  the  acts. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  But  there  is  power  to 
alter  the  act ! 

Mr,  Gillies:  Only  by  a  certain  majority  ! 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  salary 
cannot  be  diminished  unless  by  an  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  act,  and  that  is  the  object  of 
the  reservation.  The  idea  is  to  secure  the 
means  of  providing  a  representative  of  the 
Queen  in  the  colony  with  an  adequate 
.salary.  I  will  put  this  illustration.  If  you 
-give  to  the  federal  parliament  absolute 
power  to  reduce  the  salary,  some  persons 
may  be  constantly  endeavouring  to  earn  a 
little  cheap  popularity  by  proposing  reduc¬ 
tions.  You  will  have  continual  agitations 
for  the  reduction  of  the  salary  to  £8,000, 
or  £6,000  or  less.  It  would,  perhaps,  be 
regarded  as  a  very  popular  move  on  the 
part  of  some  persons. 

Dr.  CocKBURX:  Is  that  not  rather  a 
serious  reflection  upon  public  opinion  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  have 
heard  of  persons  who,  in  order  to  gain  a 
little  cheap  popularity  have  been  capable 
of  that  sort  of  thing.  I  think  the  proposed 
amendment  would  be  a  great  mistake.  The 
salary  of  cour.se  could  be  altered  as  part  of 
the  constitution  ;  but  then  it  would  be  only 
by  the  deliberate  action  of  a  majority  of 
both  houses,  and  with  the  approval  of  the 
states. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Why  not  leave  the 
salary  to  the  federal  parliament  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  It  might 
then  be  determined  by  an  accidental  ma- 
jority  perhaps  at  the  end  of  the  session. 

[Sir  John  Bray, 


I  understood  the  hon.  member  to  suggest 
that  the  salary  should  not  be  either  in¬ 
creased  or  diminished  during  the  governoFs 
tenure  of  olTice,  and  to  argue  that  if  the 
words  ‘^but  shall  not  bo  less  than”  were 
retained,  the  governor  would  perhaps  ex- 
l>ect  more  than  £10,000.  I  hope,  for  the 
reasons  I  have  given,  that  the  Committee 
will  not  omit  the  words. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  There  is  another  con¬ 
tingency  possible,  if  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
John  Bray,  feels  that  there  is  force — and 
there  is  force — in  the  remarks  of  Sir 
Samuel  Griflith  as  to  the  necessity  for  pro¬ 
tecting  the  salary  of  the  governor-general 
against  hasty  reduction,  allowing  it  to  be 
reduced  only  by  the  machinery  provided 
for  an  amendment  of  the  constitution. 
The  lion,  member  can  yet  press — and  very 
properly — an  amendment  omitting  the 
words  ‘‘not  less  than,”  because  while  this 
renders  it  impossible  to  diminish  the  .salary 
without  altering  the  constitution,  it  leaves 
it  perfectly  possible  to  increase  it  by  means 
of  an  ordinary  bill. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  That  is  as  the 
clause  stands  now  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIX:  If  it  were  desired  to 
provide  £12,000  or  £15,000,  the  extra 
amount  could  be  appropriated  by  an  ordin¬ 
ary  act  of  parliament,  because  it  w’ould  not 
alter  the  constitution.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray,  is 
justified  in  pre.ssinghis  amendment  to  the 
point  of  rendering  it  necessary  to  alter 
the  constitution,  if  it  be  wished  to  raise 
or  diminish  the  salary  of  the  gov’ernor- 
general. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  Why  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  it  1 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  entirely  differ 
from  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
in  thinking  that  the  power  of  reduction 
would  be  exercised  for  the  sake  of  popu¬ 
larity.  It  is  to  suppose  that  a  majority  of 
the  federal  parliament  would  make  an  altera¬ 
tion  from  an  unworthy  motive.  It  might 
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bo  thought  that  tho  salary  was  much  too 
large,  and  that  it  was  injurious  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  colony  to  pay  such  a  large 
salary.  The  salary  of  the  governor-general 
should  be  reduced  whenever  Parliament  so 
desires,  and  should  bo  increased  at  any 
time  parliament  may  see  fit  to  increase  it. 
I  think  parliament  ought  to  have  the  fullest 
power  in  fixing  the  salary. 

Sir  J OIIN  BRAY  :  I  understand  that 
if  the  amendment  of  the  bon,  member,  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson,  is  put,  and  it  is  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  words  shall  stand,  the 
amendment  I  desire  to  move  cannot  be  put. 

The  Chairman  :  That  is  the  case. 

Sir  HARRY  ATKINSON  :  With  the 
permission  of  the  Committee,  I  should  like 
to  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  move  : 

That  the  words  “but  shall  not  be  less  than,” 
line  3,  be  omitted  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  “and  until  so  fixed  shall  be.” 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  That  is  exactly 
the  same  amendment ;  it  strikes  out  the 
minimum  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  It  is  not  the  same. 
j\Iy  proposal  isthat  the  salary  of  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  shall  be  <£10,000  until  it  is 
fixed  by  the  federal  parliament.  Surely 
we  ought  to  intrust  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  with  the  power  of  making  proper 
provision  for  the  salary  of  the  governor- 
general,  and  ought  not  to  make  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  alter  the  constitution  act  in  order 
to  alter  the  salary  paid  to  that  official.  If 
we  have  any  faith  whatever  in  the  federal 
parliament,  we  ought  not  to  hesitate  to  em- 
l^ower  them  to  either  reduce  or  increase  the 
salary  as  may  appear  to  them  to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  GILLIES :  I  should  have  been 
pleased  if  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John 
Bray,  had  replied  to  the  statements  made 
on  the  other  side  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  in  reference  to  what  has 
been  the  universal  practice.  The  hon. 
member  must  surely  know  that  the  salaries 


of  judges  and  other  high  officials  are  fixed 
by  act  so  that  they  may  be  generally 
known;  but  this  does  not  prevent  parlia¬ 
ment  from  altering  them.  If  the  pro¬ 
posed  words  are  inserted  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  may  consider  it  its  duty,  as  soon  as 
it  met,  to  consider  the  whole  question  of 
salary.  If  we  arc  to  have  a  suitable  per¬ 
son  to  occupy  the  position  of  governor- 
general  both  ho  and  we  ought  to  know 
what  salary  he  is  to  receive. 

Sir  Harry  Atkinson  :  It  will  be  fixed 
permanently  for  his  term  of  office  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  beg  pardon  ;  we  have 
not  yet  gone  far  enougli  in  the  clause  to 
decide  that  question.  The  proper  thing 
for  us  to  do  is  to  adhere  to  the  practice  in 
all  constitutional  colonies  by  wffiich  the 
salary  of  the  governor  is  fixed.  It  can  be 
altered  by  parliament,  as  has  been  done  in 
Yictoria,  in  the  proper  way,  provided  by 
the  constitution.  As  my  hon.  colleague, 
JMr.  Munro,  has  said,  it  was  fixed  at 
^10,000  a  year,  and  £5,000  a  year  for 
allow^ances.  But  the  salary  could  not  be 
altered  except  in  the  way  provided  by  the 
constitution.  That  is  the  case  not  only 
with  the  salary  of  the  governor,  but  with 
the  salaries  of  other  high  officials,  such 
as  the  judges.  That  is  a  rational  pro¬ 
ceeding.  This  course  is  not  proposed  be¬ 
cause  there  is  any  fear  or  doubt  as  to 
the  honor  or  uprightness  of  the  federal 
parliament.  It  is  only  proposed  because 
it  is  desirable  in  the  public  interest  that 
every  person  who  is  called  upon  to  occupy 
a  very  high  position  in  the  state  should 
know  what  his  salary  and  emoluments  are. 
If  it  is  found  desirable  afterwards  in  the 
public  interest  to  reduce  or  increase  that 
salary  it  can  be  done  by  the  legislature ; 
but  it  must  be  done  in  the  way  provided 
by  the  constitution.  If  we  pass  the  clause 
including  the  words  which  prevent  the 
salary  from  being  altered  so  long  as  the 
gentleman  who  first  fills  it  occupies  the 
position,  but  leaving  it  open  to  the  parlia- 
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merit  to  resolve  that  the  salary  shall  be 
reduced  immediately  he  ceases  to  hold  that 
position,  I  venture  to  think  that  what  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  has 
indicated  might  happen.  There  might  be  a 
gentleman  extremely  anxious  to  be  popu¬ 
lar,  or  who  might  honestly  believe  that  the 
salary  could  be  reduced  without  disadvan¬ 
tage,  and  he  might  take  steps  to  reduce 
the  salary  forthwith.  Why  should  we  not 
leave  this  question  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
federal  parliament,  but  make  it  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  alteration  in  the  same  way 
as  otlier  important  alterations  in  the  con¬ 
stitution  have  to  be  made  ?  Why  should 
we  leave  it  to  a  chance  vote  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  to  decide  this  question  ?  I  believe 
that  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  do  so — not 
because  I  have  any  ft^ar  of  the  federal  par¬ 
liament,  bub  because  I  think  we  should 
adhere  to  the  practice  hitherto  followed  in 
constitutional  colonies.  If  it  is  desired  to 
alter  this  provision,  let  it  be  altered  in  the 
same  way  as  other  fundamental  provisions 
of  the  constitution  are  altered. 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  I  understand  that 
the  contention  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Gillies,  is  this  :  that  if  in  future  there  is  a 
desire  to  alter  the  salary  of  the  governor- 
general  it  should  be  ^passed  in  the  mode 
prescribes!  in  the  last  part  of  the  bill — 
that  is,  a  convention  should  be  called  to 
consider  the  question,  and  there  should  be 
no  power  whatever  to  give  effect  to  the 
desire  of  the  federal  parliament,  unless  by 
a  reference  to  conventions  of  the  various 
states  its  action  was  approved.  I  ul^rly 
fail  to  see  the  necessity  for  the  course  sug¬ 
gested.  I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  amend¬ 
ment  proposed  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
John  Bray,  to  give  power  to  the  federal 
parliament  to  deal  with  this  matter  as 
from  time  to  time  they  may  think  fit.  In 
the  first  instance,  the  amount  has  to  be 
fixed  some  how  or  other,  and  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  amount  now  proposed, 
and  it  is  also  rendered  impossible  to  alter 
[J/r.  Gillies. 


the  salary  which  is  payable  to  a  governoi'- 
general  during  his  tenure  of  office.  Some¬ 
thing  has  been  said  with  regard  to  the 
practice  that  obtains  in  other  colonies 
with  reference  to  the  alteration  of  salaries 
of  this  description.  So  far  as  Canada  is 
concerned,  it  appears  to  me  that  section 
105  of  the  British  North  America  Act 
gives  to  the  Canadian  Parliament  the 
power  to  do  what  is  proposed  by  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  J ohn  Bray.  The  provision  is  : 

Unless  altered  by  the  Parliament  of  Canada, 
the  salary  of  the  Governor-General  shall  be 
£10,000  sterling. 

Dr.  CocKBURX  :  And  they  did  alter  it 
— they  reduced  it  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON:  With  regard  to 
Canada,  hon.  members  who  have  referred 
to  the  practice  of  other  colonies  will  find 
from  the  passage  I  have  quoted  that  they 
are  not  consistent  in  their  contention. 
Similarly,  with  reference  to  our  own  little 
colony,  no  doubt  we  have  a  provision  that 
certain  clauses  in  our  Constitution  Act 
cannot  be  altered  unless  the  bills  for  the 
alteration  are  assented  to  by  specified  ma¬ 
jorities.  So  far  as  South  Australia  is  con¬ 
cerned,  this  restriction  of  the  powers  of  the 
legislature  only  applies  to  alterations  in 
the  constitution  of  the  two  houses,  and  we 
have  the  fullest  power  by  any  act  of  Par¬ 
liament — subject,  of  course,  to  the  royal 
veto — to  deal  with  this  question  of  the 
salary  payable  to  the  governor  in  such 
manner  as  we  think  fit.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  precedents  referred  to  support  the 
contention  of  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John 
Bray.  Why,  then,  should  we  proceed  to 
tie  the  hands  of  the  federal  parliament 
and  prevent  them  from  dealing  with  this 
question  as  they  may  think  lit  ]  I  am  not 
going  to  take  exception  to  the  amount 
of  salary  propo.sed.  I  have  listened  with 
a  great  deal  of  interest  to  the  arguments 
which  have  been  advanced  on  the  subject 
of  the  position  of  the  governor -general, 
and  a  late  division  in  this  Committee 
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proves  tliat  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
Convention  are  impressed  with  the  idea  so 
eloquently  urged  by  various  delegates,  that 
the  position  of  governor-general  is  utterly 
unfit  for,  and  unworthy  of  acceptance  by, 
every  citizen  of  the  Australian  common¬ 
wealth.  Under  these  circumstances,  there 
is  reasonable  ground  for  doubting  whether 
or  not  we  are  not  erring  on  the  side  of  ex¬ 
cessive  liberality  in  fixing  the  amount  to 
be  paid  to  the  first  occupant  of  the  ofl5.ce 
at  X  10,000  per  annum.  There  is  no  fair 
ground  either  in  precedent,  or  point  of 
principle,  for  insisting  on  the  necessity 
of  tying  the  hailds  of  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  in  fixing  the  salary  to  be  paid  to 
the  governor-general.  There  are  much 
more  important  questions  with  respect  to 
which  they  have  a  free  hand.  It  is  incon¬ 
sistent  to  give  them  the  fullest  power  to 
deal  with  those  important  questions  while 
we  refuse  to  do  so  with  regard  to  this 
question  of  the  salary  of  the  governor- 
general.  Subject  to  the  qualifications  that 
the  amount  in  the  first  instance  shall  be 
specified,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  altered 
during  the  continuance  in  office  of  any  go¬ 
vernor-general,  I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  give 
the  fullest  power  to  the  federal  parliament 
to  deal  from  time  to  time  with  the  salary. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GEIFFITH  :  I  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Kingston,  to  this  consideration — does  he 
or  does  he  not  intend  to  make  the  Queen 
a  permanent  part  of  this  parliament?  Does 
he  intend  that  the  commonwealth  of  xVus- 
tralia  is  to  be  presided  over  by  the  Queen? 
If  he  does,  I  ask,  does  he  intend  to  provide 
that  distinctly  by  the  constitution,  and 
does  he  wish  it  to  be  a  real  connection, 
or  that  it  may,  by  a  j^assing  whim  of  the 
parliament,  be  made  merely  a  nominal  one? 
This  guarantee  of  XI  0,000  a  year  is  the 
only  thing  reserved  to  the  Queen  under 
this  constitution.  We  say  that  the  Queen 
is  part  of  the  parliament,  that  she  is  the 
head  of  the  commonwealth.  We  wish  her 
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to  exercise  this  function  in  the  common¬ 
wealth  ;  but  we  leave  it  entirely  to  the 
parliament  to  say  whether  we  shall  give 
her  any  allowance  for  doing  so.  I  main¬ 
tain  that  that  is  wrong  in  principle.  If 
the  Queen  is  to  be  part  of  the  parliament, 
and  to  exercise  authority  in  the  common¬ 
wealth,  we  must  have  a  deputy,  and  we  are 
bound  to  say  that  we  intend  to  make  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  payment  of  his  salary.  That 
must  be  part  of  the  constitution,  otherwise 
there  need  be  no  salary,  and  the  governor- 
general  may  be  a  mere  shadow. 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  I  decline  to  recognise 
the  connection  between  Australia  and  the 
mother  country  as  resting  on  such  a  slender 
thread  as  the  payment  or  non-payment  of 
a  sum  of  XI  0,000  as  the  salary  of  a  go¬ 
vernor-general  ;  and  I  say,  with  all  respect 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  member,  that  it  is 
unfair  to  put  the  position  in  a  contrary 
light.  The  maintenance  of  the  connection 
with  the  mother  country  was  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  endangered  by  the  provi¬ 
sion  which  we  find  in  the  Constitution  of 
Canada. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Yes  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  I  have  quoted  the 
clause. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  believe  they 
tried  to  reduce  the  salary,  and  the  act  was 
disallowed  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  The  connection  was 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  endangered  by 
the  insertion  in  the  Canadian  Constitution 
of  the  provision  which  we  seek  to  have 
embodied  in  this  bill.  Sir  John  Bray^s 
amendment  seeks  to  give  effect  to  the  same 
principle,  and  the  power  reserved  to  her 
Majesty  to  assent  or  withhold  her  assent  to 
Canadian  acts,  will  apply  equally  to  acts 
passed  by  the  federal  parliament  of  Aus¬ 
tralia. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Has  the  hon. 
member  considered  wdiat  a  serious  thing 
that  is — disallowance  ? 
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Mr.  KINGSTON:  No  doubt  it  is  a 
serious  thing,  and  it  would  be  a  serious  thing 
if  the  federal  parliament  were  likely  to 
disregard  the  obligation  to  provide  a  suit¬ 
able  sum  for  the  gentleman  selected  for  the 
office  of  governor-general.  But  I  say  we 
have  no  right  to  consider  it  probable  that 
they  would  disregard  that  obligation.  W^e 
have  had  no  experience  which  will  warrant 
such  a  supposition.  AVe  have  no  experi¬ 
ence  to  warrant  the  suggestion  that  they 
will  lightly  disregard  the  obligations  im¬ 
posed  on  them.  We  have  had  power  in 
our  colony  to  make  any  regulations  on  the 
subject  which  we  might  think  fit,  and  I 
am  sure  that  the  discretion  observed  in 
that  colony,  as  in  other  places  where 
similar  laws  prevail,  will  be  sufficient  to 
rebut  the  suggestion  that  the  power  is 
likely  to  be  abused  by  a  legislature  which 
should  be  trusted  with  it. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause — put. 
The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  24 ;  iioes,  12  ;  majority,  12. 


Baker,  ^Ir. 

Barton,  Mr. 

Brown,  Mr. 
Burgess,  Mr. 

Clark,  Mr. 

Cuthbert,  Mr. 
Bibbs, 

Donaldson,  Mr. 
Douglas,  :Mr.  Adye 
Downer,  Sir  John 
Forrest,  Mr.  A. 
Gillies,  Mr. 

Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 
Bird,  ]klr, 

Bray,  Sir  John 
Cockburn,  Dr. 
Deakin,  Mr. 

Fysh,  :Mr. 


Ayes. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 
Hackett,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 
Macdonald-Patersou  Mr 
McMillan,  Mr. 

Munro,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 
Bussell,  Captain 
Butledge,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 
Suttor,  Mr. 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Noes. 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 
Kingston,  Mr. 

Loton,  Mr. 

Moore,  Mr. 

Play  ford,  Mr. 


Question  so  re.solved  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  (by Sir  George  Grey)  nega¬ 
tived  : 

That  in  line  3  the  word  “six  ”  be  substituted 
for  the  word  “  ten.^^ 

[J/r.  Kingston, 


Amendment  (by  Mr.  Barton)  agreed  to  : 

That  in  line  4  the  words  ‘‘the  same”  be 
omitted. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Deakin)  proposed  : 

That  in  line  7  the  word  “  altered  ”  be  sub¬ 
stituted  for  the  word  “  diminished.  ” 

Sir  SAMUEL  GBIFFITH :  I  am 
under  tho  impression  that  the  first  federal 
parliament  will  think  £10,000  too  small 
a  salary  for  tlie  governor-general,  especi¬ 
ally  if  Victoria  continues  to  pay  its  gover¬ 
nor  £10,000.  But  I  do  not  see  that  we 
should  interfere  in  this  matter,  since  it 
is  strictly  the  business  of  the  federal  par¬ 
liament.  It  is  the  business  of  the  Queen, 
and  of  the  whole  of  the  colonies  before 
they  come  into  the  federation  to  see  that 
the  Queen  shall  be  paid  a  sufficient  sum 
to  enable  her  to  be  represented  in  the 
commonwealth  ;  but  I  do  not  see  that 
we  should  prevent  the  federal  parliament 
from  increasing  the  amount  if  tliey  think 
proper. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  VTe  say,  During  his 
term  of  office.’'  There  will  be  nothing  to 
prevent  the  federal  parliament  from  rais¬ 
ing  the  salary  of  the  next  governor,  though, 
if  it  is  improper  to  reduce  the  salary  of 
the  governor  during  his  tenure  of  office  it 
is  equally  improper  to  increase  it. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  We  have  left  a 
very  important  question  still  unsettled, 
and  that  is,  what  is  to  be  the  salary  of  the 
first  governor-general.  The  clause  says 
that  it  is  not  to  be  less  than  £10,000, 
though  it  implies  that  it  may  be  more.  I 
do  not  know  why  we  should  not  intrust  the 
federal  parliament  with  the  power  of  in¬ 
creasing  the  salary,  if  it  tliinks  proper. 
Why  should  we  say  that  it  must  not  be 
raised  or  diminished  ? 

Mr.  Gillies  :  It  will  be  contradictory  ! 

Mr.  Deakin  :  The  clause  is  imperfect, 
not  contradictory  1 

Sir  J OHN  BRAY :  We  say  it  may  be 
more;  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  say  it 
shall  not  be  altered.  I  suggested  that  we 
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should  fix  the  salary  of  the  first  governor- 
general  at  <£10,000  until  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  alter  it. 

Mr.  Deakix  :  That  is  the  proper  thing 
to  do  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  But  I  am  willing 
now  to  leave  it  to  the  federal  parliament, 
and  I  object  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  We  have  got  the  word 
‘‘diminished  ”  already  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  That  is  to  prevent 
any  injustice  to  the  governor-general  ;  but 
surely  we  can  intrust  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  with  the  power  of  increasing  the 
salary.  Let  us  leave  a  little  to  their  dis¬ 
cretion,  and  give  them  a  little  power,  in¬ 
stead  of  tying  up  their  hands  in  the  way 
proposed. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  I  should  like  to  ask  for  a 
ruling  upon  the  subject.  We  have  de¬ 
cided  to  retain  the  words  “  not  less  than,” 
and  I  should  like  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Chair¬ 
man,  if  an  amendment  can  be  moved  which 
would  be  contradictory  to  these  words  ] 

Mr.  Deakin  :  It  is  not  contradictory  in 
any  sense.  The  one  is  a  negative  limita¬ 
tion,  and  the  other  simply  refers  to  the 
salary  when  fixed.  I  confess  that  the 
clause  is  quite  imperfect ;  but  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  contradictory  to  say  that  though 
the  salary  cannot  be  reduced  it  shall  not  be 
altered  during  the  governor’s  term  of  office. 

The  Chairman  :  The  amendment  is  quite 
in  order. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  HACKETT  :  I  observe  that  the 
last  line  and  a  half  is  a  virtual  adoption 
of  part  of  a  clause  in  the  American  Con¬ 
stitution  ;  but  the  President  there  is  prac¬ 
tically  never  absent  from  the  seat  of  go¬ 
vernment.  This  clause,  however,  would 
allow  tlie  governor-general  to  draw  his 
full  salary  during  a  year’s  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  ;  and  I  would  point  out  that  that 
leave  of  absence  rests  with  the  authorities 
in  D owning-street.  The  clause,  therefore. 


would  allow  the  Colonial  Office  to  arrange 

O 

that  the  governor-general  should  draw  his 
full  salary  during  a  year’s  absence,  when 
an  administrator  would  have  to  be  ap- 
2^ointed  in  his  place,  who  w’ould  have  to 
be  paid  a  large  salary  for  doing  the  work. 
Who  would  pay  him  1 

An  Hon.  Member  :  The  governor- 
general  ! 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  (Governor-general  to  fix  times  and 
places  for  holding  sessions  of  i)arliament — Power 
of  dissolution  of  bouse  of  representatives — First 
session  of  Parliament). 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  a 
point  raised  by  some  hon.  members  as  to 
whether  six  months  is  long  enough  to 
enable  provision  to  be  made  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  local  parliaments  for  the  representa¬ 
tion  of  their  respective  colonies  in  the 
federal  jiarl lament. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  8.  The  privileges,  immunities,  and 
powers,  to  be  held,  enjoyed,  and  exercised  by 
the  senate  and  by  the  house  of  representatives 
respectively,  and  by  the  members  thereof,  shall 
be  such  as  are  from  time  to  time  declared  by  the 
parliament,  and  until  such  definition  shall  be 
those  held,  enjoyed,  and  exercised  by  the  Com¬ 
mons  House  of  Parliament  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom  and  the  members  thereof  at  the  date  of  the 
establishment  of  the  commonwealth. 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS:  I  suggest  that 
in  the  first  line  of  this  clause  the  word 
“powers”  should  be  omitted.  Nobody  in¬ 
tends,  I  presume,  that  the  j>owers  of  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  vested  in  the 
senate  or  house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Not  in  the  senate  ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  Nor  in  the 
house  of  representatives.  Nobody  knows 
what  the  i)owers  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  are;  but  we  know  wdiat  its  2'»rivileges 
are.  I  beg  to  move  as  an  amendment : 

That  the  word  “and”  be  inserted  between  the 
words  “  privileges  ”  and  “  immunities”  with 
the  view  of  afterwards  striking  out  the  words 
“and  powers.” 
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Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  would 
point  out  that  this  is  a  phrase  which  has 
been  used  in  so  many  constitutions  that  it 
has  come  to  have  a  regular  recognised 
meaning.  At  the  same  time,  this  is  not 
dealing  with  the  powers  of  parliament,  but 
with  the  powers  of  the  houses  of  parlia¬ 
ment  One  of  the  most  important  of  those 
powers  is,  I  presume,  to  keep  order,  and  to 
summon  persons  before  the  house,  and  to 
give  evidence  before  select  committees,  and 
that  is  not  a  power  which  falls  within  the 
word  “  immunities”;  nor  does  it,  I  think, 
fall  within  the  word  “  privileges.”  “  Au¬ 
thorities”  might  do  if  the  word  “powers  ” 
is  thought  to  be  too  large. 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  It  is  well  un¬ 
derstood  that  the  powers  of  the  House  of 
Commons  are  j  ust  what  they  choose  to  de¬ 
clare  them  to  be.  There  is  nothing  fixed 
nor  definite;  and  a  parliament  such  as  ours 
ought  not  to  have  power  to  declare  what 
its  powers  are,  and  to  extend  those  powers 
as  the  House  of  Commons  may  do. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  As  the  lion,  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Grifl&th,  says,  these  are  well  known 
words.  No  doubt  they  are ;  but  we  are 
establishing  a  different  form  of  government 
altogether.  We  are  establishing  a  form  of 
government  in  which  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  shall  have  certain  specified  powers, 
and  the  states  parliaments  shall  have  cer¬ 
tain  specified  powers,  and  I  confess  that 
this  word  “  powers  ”  puzzled  me  when  I 
first  read  it.  I  understood  the  intention 
to  be  as  stated  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all  clear.  The 
word  “  powers  ”  should  either  be  left  out 
altogether  or  the  word  “  authorities  ”  sub¬ 
stituted.  There  should  be  something  to 
show  that  it  is  not  intended,  as  would  ap¬ 
pear  from  the  clause  as  at  present  worded, 
to  give  to  the  senate  and  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  power  to  declare  that  they 
can  do  anything  they  like. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Drop  out  the  “senate,” 
then  it  will  be  all  right ! 


Mr.  BAKER :  Perhaps  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives  might  be  dropped  out  too  ;  that 
would  be  the  best  way,  and  let  the  clause 
read  “the  members  thereof.”  I  do  not 
tliink  the  wording  of  the  clause  is  satisfac¬ 
tory,  although  I  agree  with  its  intention. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  be  better  if  we  followed  in  this 
case  the  formula  adopted  in  more  than  one 
of  our  constitution  acts,  and  defined  the 
privileges,  immunities,  and  powers  by  say¬ 
ing  they  shall  not  exceed  those  enjoyed  by 
the  Commons  House  of  Parliament.  Then 
you  have  a  limit ;  you  know  what  you  are 
doing,  and  you  define  the  extent  of  the 
powers  and  privileges  which  you  are  con¬ 
ferring. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Why  should  we  tie  our 
own  hands  ? 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  think  it  would  be 
unwise  to  leave  it  perfectly  open  to  the 
federal  parliament  to  claim  anything  and 
call  it  a  privilege.  Ample  privilege  is  now 
vested  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  every 
legislative  purpose,  and  I  think  that  this 
would  meet  the  view  of  the  hon.  member 
who  raised  the  point. 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  No,  it  does 
not.  You  have  now  simply  the  rules  of 
the  House  of  Commons  as  defined  up  to 
the  present  time ;  but  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  could  to-morrow  declare  its  present 
powers  extended  in  any  way  it  wished, 
and  by  the  clause  as  now  worded  we  would 
givetothe  federal  parliament  all  the  powers 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  surely  that 
is  not  the  intention. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Yes  ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS :  I  see  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  giving  the  federal  parliament  all 
the  powers  of  the  House  of  Commoius  as 
defined  up  to  the  present  time  ;  but  this 
clause  would  give  to  the  parliament  all  the 
powers  of  the  House  of  Commons  at  any 
time. 

Mr.  Wrixon  :  It  would  give  to  the  par¬ 
liament  anything  they  liked  to  claim  ! 
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Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  There  is  no 
legislative  limit  to  the  powers  of  the  House 
of  Commons ;  they  may  extend  them  as 
they  please  from  time  to  time.  I  think  it 
would  be  sufficient  if  we  gave  to  the 
federal  parliament  only  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  confess  that 
I  had  grave  doubts  as  to  whether  or  not  we 
ought  to  give  to  either  the  senate  or  the 
house  of  representatives  unlimited  autho¬ 
rity  with  respect  to  what  they  might  be 
pleased  to  consider  their  privileges,  im¬ 
munities,  and  powers,  and  if  I  knew  of 
any  intelligent  way  of  limiting  the  powers 
of  the  federal  parliament,  I  should  be 
glad  to  limit  the  powers  of  both  hbuses. 
But  after  consideration,  I  have  come  to 
the  same  conclusion  as  that  arrived  at  by 
some  members  of  the  committee,  namely, 
that  if  we  limit  the  authority  of  the  fede¬ 
ral  parliament  ultimately  to  the  analogy 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  we  shall  have 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  finding  out  what 
that  limitation  really  is.  I  think  it  would 
be  as  well  to  let  the  clause  stand  as  it  Ls, 
and  trust  to  the  good  sense  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  as  sufficient  to  guide  us,  with¬ 
out  adopting  an  analogy  with  reference  to 
the  House  of  Commons  which  we  do  not 
understand,  and  cannot  define. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS:  There  ap- 
pears  to  be  a  clerical  mistake  in  the  sixth 
line  of  the  clause.  Instead  of  the  words 

until  such  definition,”  I  think  it  should 
read  “until  so  declared.” 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 
member  is  correct ;  the  word  “  dednition  ” 
is  a  mistake.  Tlie  word  originally  used  in 
the  same  line  was  “  defined,”  but  it  was 
altered  to  “  declared.” 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  GRiFFiTn) 
agreed  to  : 

That  the  words  “  such  definition”  be  omitted 
with  the  view  of  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
word  “declared,” 


Mr.  BAKER  :  I  may  state  that  this 
clause  is  copied  almost  verbatim  from  the 
British  North  America  Act.  An  act  was 
passed — 38  and  39  Victoria — repealing 
that  section  which  we  are  now  going  to 
adopt,  and  which  act  says  : 

And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  with  regard 
to  the  power  of  defining  by  an  act  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Canada,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  sec¬ 
tion,  the  said  privileges,  powers,  or  immunities  ; 
and  it  is  expedient  to  remove  such  doubts,  be  it 
therefore  enacted - 

It  then  goes  on  to  say  what  the  clause 
really  meant.  As  there  were  doubts  about 
this  clause,  and  it  was  necessary  to  pass 
an  imperial  act  to  remove  them,  surely  it 
is  not  wise  for  us  to  adopt  it. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Read  the  amendment  i 

Mr.  BAKER  :  First  of  all  they  repeal 
that  clause,  and  then  they  say  : 

The  privileges,  immunities,  and  powers  to  be 
held,  enjoyed,  and  exercised  by  the  senate,  and 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  by  the  members 
thereof  respectively,  shall  be  such  as  are  from 
time  to  time  defined  by  act  of  the  Parhament  of 
Canada  ;  but  so  that  the  same  shall  never  exceed 
those  at  the  passing  of  this  act,  held,  enjoyed, 
and  exercised  by  the  Commons  House  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  by  the  members  thereof. 

Mr.  Deakix  :  That  is  no  better  ! 

Mr.  BAKER:  I  do  not  know  the 
reasons  wffiich  actuated  the  Imperial  Par¬ 
liament  in  repealing  this  clause  which  we 
are  now  seeking  to  adopt,  and  in  inserting 
the  other,  but  there  must  have  been  some 
reasons.  I  believe  this  act  was  passed  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Canadian  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think 
there  is  no  difference  in  the  point  raised 
from  the  one  raised  a  few  moments  ago. 
The  Parliament  of  Canada  never  had  power 
to  take  any  more  privileges  than  were  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  British  House  of  Commons 
in  March,  1807,  and  they  did  not  know 
how’’  to  go  to  work  in  1875  subject  to  that 
condition. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Part  IL — The  Senate, 

Clause  9.  The  senate  shall  be  composed  of 
eight  members  for  each  state,  directly  chosen  by 
the  liouses  of  the  parliament  of  tlie  several  states 
during  a  session  thereof,  and  each  senator  shall 
have  one  vote. 

The  term  for  which  a  senator  is  chosen  shall 
be  six  years. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  With  regard  to  this 
clause,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  will  not  pro¬ 
pose  that  it  be  postponed,  because  that 
would  lead  to  inconvenience  wdtli  regard 
to  other  clauses ;  but  I  would  observe 
that,  when  we  come  to  determine  the  posi¬ 
tion  and  powers  of  the  senate,  if  there 
should  be  a  majority  in  the  Chamber  to 
give  the  senate  large  powers — certainly 
any  larger  than  are  now  contained  in  the 
bill — we  must  go  back  upon  the  clause  and 
reconsider  it  j  because  it  will  never  do  to 
give  equal  representation  to  the  smallest, 
as  well  as  to  the  largest  states,  if  the  senate 
is  to  be  a  large  and  determined  power  in 
the  constitution.  In  passing  the  clause 
now  without  challenge,  I  "wish  to  observe 
that  we  leave  it  open  to  go  back  to  it  after 
we  have  settled  the  constitution  of  the 
senate. 

Sir  SA:MUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  have  an 
amendment  to  propose  in  the  clause.  There 
is  no  mode  of  returning  the  names  of  the 
senators  as  chosen  by  the  governor-general. 
Certainly  a  provision  of  that  kind  must  be 
inserted. 

Mr.  MUNRO :  I  should  like  to  know 
if  the  Convention  have  fully  considered 
the  proposals  made  in  this  clause,  first, 
with  regard  to  the  number  of  senators, 
and,  second,  with  regard  to  the  term  for 
which  they  are  to  be  elected.  A  number 
of  our  friends  are  continually  telling  us  to 
look  back  to  the  grand  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  but  we  find  that  in  the 
United  States  they  have  only  two  senators 
for  each  state.  At  the  time  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  was  framed  there  were  only  thirteen 
states,  and  two  senators  for  each  state,  or 
twenty-six  senators  altogether.  Now,  we 


propose  to  have  eight  senators  for  each  of 
the  seven  states  to  start  with,  amountin<r 
to  fifty -six  senators.  I  consider  that  that 
number  is  too  large,  and  that  wo  ought  to 
reduce  it.  I  think  at  the  outside  that  six 
senators  for  each  state  would  be  quite  suffi¬ 
cient.  They  ought  also,  in  my  judgment, 
to  be  elected  at  times  different  from  those 
proposed  in  the  latter  portion  of  the  clause. 
I  think  it  is  too  long  to  leave  a  period  of 
three  years  betw’een  each  appointment  or 
election,  or  six  years  altogether.  In  the 
event  of  any  difficulty  arising  there  ought 
to  be  power  to  make  the  appointments  at 
least  every  second  year.  In  order  to  test 
the  question,  I  move  : 

That  the  word  “eight,”  line  2,  be  omitted 
with  a  view  to  inserting  the  word  “  six.” 

Mr.  CLARK  :  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Munro,  appears  to  object  to  the  number 
‘‘  eight,”  because  he  thinks  the  senate  will 
bo  too  large  a  body.  He  also  says  that 
we  calculate  on  having  seven  states  to 
commence  with,  which  will  give  fifty-six 
senators.  Although  we  all  liope  that  we 
shall  have  seven  states  to  commence  wnth, 
we  have  to  face  the  difficulty  that  we  may 
have  only  six  or  only  five  to  commence 
with.  If  we  only  have  five  states  to  com¬ 
mence  with  a  senate  of  forty  membei'S 
will  not  be  too  large  a  body.  Another 
matter  wdiich  Ave  must  remember  is  that 
the  number  of  states  in  the  commonwealth 
of  Australia  will  never  be  anything  like 
the  number  of  states  in  America.  The 
conditions  are  altogether  so  different  that, 
I  think,  althougli  it  is  generally  considered 
very  unsafe  to  prophesy,  we  may  rest  as¬ 
sured  there  will  never  bo  more  tlian  about 
a  dozen  states  in  the  commonwealth  of 
Australia.  We  may,  however,  have  such 
a  population  in  the  whole  commonwealth 
as  will  ultimately  raise  tlie  number  of 
representatives  in  the  house  of  represen¬ 
tatives  to  the  number  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  America.  It  may  so 
happen  that  we  may  have  300  members  in 
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the  liouse  of  representatives,  and  if  we 
filiould  have  anytliing  like  that  number  the 
senate  should  bear  its  proportion. 

Mr.  Deakix  :  Hear,  hear.  It  is  easy 
enough  to  increase ! 

Mr.  CLARK  :  It  is  easy  enough  to  in¬ 
crease,  but  we  shall  have  to  increase  by  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution,  and  I  think 
it  is  a  very  bad  thing  to  tinker  with  a  con¬ 
stitution  to  meet  contingencies  as  they 
arise.  I  think  the  constitution  ought  never 
to  be  amended,  excepting  upon  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  some  radical  defect  which  experi¬ 
ence  has  proved  to  exist,  or  to  provide  for 
some  totally  unforeseen  contingency.  If 
you  can  possibly  provide  for  probable  con¬ 
tingencies,  provide  for  them  at  once,  and 
do  not  devise  a  constitution  with  the  de¬ 
liberate  intention,  or  with  the  certainty  in 
tlie  natural  evolution  of  events,  that  it  will 
require  amendment.  I  should  like  to  point 
out  to  tlie  representatives  of  the  smaller 
states — and  I  represent  a  small  state  my¬ 
self — that  we  may  only  have  four  or  five 
representatives  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives.  Take  the  colony  of  Tasmania,  or 
the  colony  of  Western  Australia.  If  we 
have  only  four  representatives  in  the  liouse 
of  representatives  and  eight  representatives 
in  the  senate,  it  will  only  be  a  total  repre¬ 
sentation  of  twelve  members,  and  surely  that 
is  not  too  large  for  either  of  those  colonies. 
I  say  deliberately  that  twelve  members  are 
not  at  all  too  many  to  represent  Tasmania 
in  the  commonwealth.  If  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia  is  to  be  entitled  to  four  members  in 
the  house  of  represen tative.s,  twelve  mem¬ 
bers  will  not  be  at  all  too  many  to  repre¬ 
sent  that  colony.  On  that  ground  alone  I 
would  ask  lion,  members  to  consider  seri¬ 
ously  before  they  cut  down  the  representa¬ 
tion. 

]\Ir.  BARTON  :  If  there  is  any  force 
in  the  objection  that  there  might  be  a 
large  number  of  states,  and  therefore  too 
large  a  senate  in  the  course  of  time — though 
I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  in  the 


objection — that  could  be  provided  for,  not 
by  diminishing  the  number,  eight,  now 
proposed,  but  by  making  other  provision 
in  case  the  states  should  reach  a  certain 
number.  If,  for  instance,  we  were  to 
have  twelve  states — and  I  think  it  will  be 
a  long  time  before  we  do — it  might  pos¬ 
sibly  be  worth  considering  whether  we 
should  not  have  only  six  members  in  the 
senate  for  each  state;  but  probably  we 
shall  begin  with  five  states,  and  not  have 
more  than  six  or  seven  states  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  and  surely  we  shall  not  con¬ 
sider  that  forty  members  in  the  senate 
will  be  too  many,  seeing  that  the  house  of 
representatives  will  begin  with  115  or  116 
members. 

Mr.  HACKETT  :  If  all  the  states  of  the 
continent  send  members  to  the  senate  there 
w^ill  be  48  members,  and  if  the  present  pro¬ 
portion,  the  present  unit  of  election,  is  re¬ 
tained  at  30,000  for  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  by  the  time  this  constitution 
comes  into  force  its  membership  will  rise 
to  as  many  as  120.  That  will  make  alto¬ 
gether  168  members  in  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives.  Owing  tosuperior 
inducements  to  natural  ambition,  and  also 
of  a  more  material  character,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  a  large  number  of  the  best 
men  in  the  states  will  gravitate  towards 
the  federal  capital,  and  it  is  provided  by 
section  10  of  chapter  v  of  this  constitution 
that  no  member  either  of  the  senate  or  of 
the  house  of  representatives  shall  occupy 
a  seat  in  the  local  legislature. 

Mr.  Clark  :  That  is  not  decided  yet ! 

Mr.  HACKETT  :  If  that  is  carried,  it 
means  that  there  will  be  168  of  our  best 
men  taken  away  from  the  states  for  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  central  legislature.  That  is  a 
very  serious  consideration  for  the  states. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  If  the 
number  is  eight,  it  cannot  be  divided  by 
three.  I  am  disposed  to  tliink  that  it 
would  be  a  good  thing,  sir,  for  you  now  to 
leave  the  chair  and  report  progress.  This 
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is  a  matter  that  we  ought  not  to  go  into 
when  we  are  tii'ed,  and  a  great  many  hon. 
members  are  tired.  After  four  hours’  con¬ 
tinuous  application,  they  have  a  right  to 
be  tired. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  We  are  going  on  to-night! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Whether 
we  are  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Certainly  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  intended  to  move  that 
we  should  meet  in  the  evening  after  din¬ 
ner,  but  on  consulting  hon.  members  I 
found  that  the  majority  were  in  favour  of 
sitting  each  day  until  about  half-past  6, 
but  not  later,  and  for  that  reason  I  did 
not  press  the  matter.  If  hon.  members 
are  inclined  to  adjourn  to-day  at  6  o’clock 
I  do  not  object 

Sir  John  Dowxer  :  Go  on  till  half- 
past  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  This  is 
one  of  the  most  important  clauses  in  the 
whole  bill,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to 
begin  a  discussion  on  such  a  clause  at  this 
hour. 

Progress  reported. 

Convention  adjourned  at  6*3  p.m. 


THURSDAY,  2  APRIL,  1891, 


Commonwealth  of  Australia  BiU— Adjournment 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA  BILL. 

In  Committee  (consideration  resumed 
from  1st  April) 

CHAPTER  I.— THE  LEGISLATURE. 

Part  II, — The  Senate, 

Clause  9.  The  senate  shall  be  composed  of 
eight  members  for  each  state,  directly  chosen  by 
the  houses  of  the  parliament  of  the  several  states 
during  a  session  thereof,  and  each  senator  shall 
liave  one  vote. 

The  term  for  which  a  senator  is  chosen  shall 
be  six  years. 

[Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 


Upon  which  Mr.  Munro  had  moved  by  way 
of  amendment : 

That  the  word  “eight,”  line  2,  be  omitted 
with  a  view  to  the  insertion  in  its  place  of  the 
word  “six.” 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  I  move  : 

That  the  words  “  directly  chosen  by  the 
houses  of  the  parliament  of  the  several  states 
during  a  session  thereof  ”  be  omitted. 

My  object  in  moving  the  amendment  is  to 
introduce  an  amendment  into  clause  10 
which  would  give  the  legislatures  of  the 
states  an  opportunity  of  deciding  this 
matter  for  themselves  and  adopting  such 
system  as  may  commend  itself  to  their 
judgment.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  matter 
which  affects  solely  the  representation  of  a 
state  in  the  senate  might  well  be  left  to 
the  state  legislature.  This  point  cropped 
up  in  a  discussion  which  took  place  in  the 
Federal  Council,  when  the  expediency  of 
uniformity  was  urged  by  some  members  ; 
but  the  conclusion  which  was  then  arrived 
at,  and  which  appears  to  me  at  the  present 
moment  to  be  unexceptionable,  was  that 
the  federation  were  not  concerned  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  states  selected  their 
representatives  as  long  as  the  people  of 
the  state  were  satisfied  as  to  the  system 
adopted,  and  the  chief  object  of  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  representation  was  gained.  And 
it  was  felt  that  it  would  be  an  unneces¬ 
sary  interference  with  state  autonomy  to 
prescribe  a  hard  and  fast  rule,  which  could 
not  be  altered  except  by  means  of  an  altera¬ 
tion  of  the  constitution  of  the  federation. 
Of  coui*se  there  is  something  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  system ; 
at  the  same  time  it  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  more  to  bo  said  in 
favour  of  allowing  the  question  to  be  settled 
by  the  deliberate  vote  of  the  state  legisla¬ 
tures  representing  the  people.  I  do  not 
think  we  would  be  justified  in  adopting  the 
clause  as  it  is,  seeing  tliat  the  effect  of  it 
is  to  deprive  the  people  of  a  direct  vote 
in  the  choice  of  their  representatives.  No 
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doubl  tliere  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  system  which  is  suggested 
here,  particularly  on  the  score  of  unifor¬ 
mity,  to  which  I  have  already  referred. 
But  I  w'ould  point  out  that  it  does  not 
establish  a  uniform  system  exactly,  because 
when  it  is  provided  that  the  two  houses  of 
the  parliament  of  each  state  shall  select 
the  senators,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  that  the  houses  of  parliament  in  dif¬ 
ferent  colonies  are  differently  constituted, 
and  that  whilst  in  some  colonies  both  houses 
are  elected,  in  other  cases  the  upper  house 
is  purely  nominative,  and  thereby  a  vote  is 
given  in  some  colonies  to  members  who  owe 
their  position  to  the  voice  of  the  people, 
whilst  in  the  other  cases  no  such  attributes 
can  be  claimed  in  respect  of  at  least  one 
branch  of  the  legislature.  I  think  that  if 
we  were  to  decide  upon  the  necessity  of 
prescribing  a  fixed  regulation  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  the  better  course  would  be  to  give 
the  power  of  election  to  the  people  them¬ 
selves,  of  course  voting,  probably  for  the 
whole  of  the  colony,  in  a  larger  constitu¬ 
ency  than  those  which  are  prescribed  in 
connection  with  the  election  of  members 
of  the  house  of  representatives.  But  under 
all  the  circumstances,  seeing  that  uniform¬ 
ity,  which  is  the  object  of  clause  9,  cannot 
be  attained  by  the  means  sought,  seeing 
moreover  that  uniformity  is  of  less  im¬ 
portance  than  the  giving  of  satisfaction  to 
the  people  of  the  different  states.  I  pro¬ 
pose,  therefore,  to  omit  the  words,  ‘‘directly 
chosen  by  the  houses  of  parliament  of  the 
several  states  during  a  session  thereof,” 
with  a  view  to  the  subsequent  amendment 
of  clause  1 0  in  the  direction  of  giving  each 
state  legislature  an  opportunity  to  decide 
the  question  for  itself  in  such  manner  as 
it  thinks  best.  I  do  not  see  why  we  should 
interfere  between  the  people  of  the  different 
states  and  the  exercise  of  their  free  choice 
in  the  matter  of  these  appointments. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  This  mat¬ 
ter  was  very  fully  considered  by  the  Con¬ 


stitutional  Committee,  and,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  was  discussed  pretty  fully  in  the 
Convention  beforehand.  Briefly  stated, 
the  reasons  which  prevailed  with  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  committee  were  these  :  that 
it  is  very  important  that  the  senate  of  the 
commonwealth  should  be  in  direct  touch 
with  the  parliaments  of  the  several  states. 
It  has  l>een  found  in  the  United  States 
that  the  election  of  members  to  the  state 
parliaments  may  often  be  determined  by 
the  views  held  by  the  candidates  as  to  the 
proper  persons  to  be  elected  to  the  Senate. 
Again,  unless  the  course  proposed  were 
taken  the  senators  would  not  necessarily  be 
representing  the  same  kind  of  constituency 
at  all.  For  instance,  in  one  state  they  might 
represent  the  property-holders  of  the  state, 
and  in  another  state  universal  suffi’age,  and 
one  man  one  vote.  The  senators  ought  to 
be  a  homogeneous  body,  and  it  was  thought 
that  the  best  way  to  indicate  that  would  be 
to  say  that  they  should  be  directly  chosen 
by  the  members  of  the  houses  of  parlia¬ 
ment — as  houses  of  parliament  and  not  as 
the  legislature. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Separately  or  conjointly? 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  That  we 
leave  to  them  to  settle.  But  it  was  thought 
best  to  allow  the  parliament  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  to  adopt  a  uniform  mode  if  it 
thought  fit. 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  Tliere  is  one  point 
which,  I  fancy,  was  not  insisted  upon  with 
sufficient  force  in  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Kingston.  The  colonies  are 
not  represented  by  upper  houses  of  the 
same  stamp — that  is  to  say,  three  of  them 
have  nominee  upper  houses,  and  even  in 
those  colonies  which  have  elective  upjier 
houses,  there  are  restrictive  or  property 
qualifications.  Under  this  proposition  you 
are  prepared  to  endow  members  of  nominee 
houses  with  power  equivalent  to  that  of 
members  of  elective  houses,  and  you  are 
endowing  members  elected  by  a  limited 
franchise  with  equal  powder  so  far  as  their 
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numbers  go  to  that  exercised  by  the  popular 
branch  of  the  legislature.  A  proposition 
infinitely  more  acceptable  than  that  would 
bo  that  the  government  should  nominate 
the  senators  and  be  responsible  for  their 
nomination. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  That  might  be  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  state  parliament ! 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  And  the  govern¬ 
ment  might  be  turned  out  of  office  the  next 
day  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Parliament  would  have 
it  in  its  power  to  take  precautions  to  pre¬ 
vent  an  accident  of  that  kind,  and  even  if 
it  did  occur,  it  would  be,  to  my  mind,  an 
infinitely  better  method,  notwithstanding 
all  its  objections  to  that  proposed  in  this 
clause.  The  proposition  as  it  stands  i.s 
not  without  many  advantages.  !Much 
might  be  urged  in  favour  of  it  if  this  were 
the  time  to  urge  it.  But  it  has  this  disad¬ 
vantage,  that  it  interferes  with  the  liberty 
of  the  several  colonies  to  select  the  method 
they  believe  the  best,  and  that  it  endows 
members  of  nominee  houses,  and  members 
of  houses  elected  by  a  restrictive  franchise, 
with  equal  authority,  so  far  as  numbers 
go,  with  that  of  members  of  houses  elected 
bn  a  popular  basis.  If  objection  be  taken 
to  nominations  by  the  government  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  possibility  of  their  leaving 
office,  that  is  at  once  met  by  intrusting 
the  election  of  members  of  the  senate  to 
the  popular  branch,  or  to  the  two  cham¬ 
bers,  if  both  be  elected  by  the  whole 
people.  That  would  bring  the  senate  into 
line  wdth  the  American  Senate,  because  in 
the  United  States  the  same  body  of  electors 
returning  the  houses  of  representatives 
return  the  senates  in  the  several  states. 
There  can  be  no  objection  in  principle  to 
that  proposal.  The  Convention  would  do 
well  to  lay  down  that  principle — to  provide 
either  that  the  senate  shall  be  elected  by 
the  popular  branch  of  the  legislature  alone 
or  by  the  two  chambers  where  they  are 
elected  upon  the  same  franchise. 

[d/r.  Deakin, 


Dr.  COCK  BURN  :  Perhaps  the  best 
way  would  be  to  have  the  senators  elected 
directly  by  the  people,  because  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  people  .as  a  whole  is  better 
than  the  judgment  of  any  section.  But 
that  is  going  too  far.  I  therefore  support 
the  amendment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Kingston.  In  addition  to  the  difficulty 
of  nominee  houses,  there  is  also  another 
difficulty  arising  out  of  the  election  of 
senators  by  the  houses  of  legislature  in 
America.  The  election  of  senators  is  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  and  in  the 
absence  of  distinct  party  lines — of  course 
it  is  not  a  certainty  that  that  would  be 
the  case  here,  still  such  a  state  of  things 
may  develop — the  election  of  particular 
persons  as  senators  may  become  a  matter 
of  great  importance  to  the  state,  and  the 
result  w'ould  be  that  if  shortly  after  the 
election  of  the  local  legislature  an  election 
of  senators  were  imminent  the  question  of 
election  to  the  local  legislature  might  turn, 
as  it  does  in  America,  upon  the  persons 
for  whom  the  candidates  would  vote  as 
senators  if  returned  to  the  local  house  of 
parliament.  Therefore  you  get  local  mat¬ 
ters  mixed  up  with  the  personal  question 
of  who  is  to  be  a  senator,  and  that  is  a 
distinct  disadvantage.  If  our  local  legis¬ 
latures  are  to  perforin  in  the  future  the 
important  functions  tliey  have  performed 
in  the  past,  their  members  should  be  elected 
upon  the  question  of  measures  rather  than 
upon  the  question  of  men  ;  and  I  can  con¬ 
ceive  that  if  in  future  the  senators  were 
elected  by  the  local  legislatures  the  whole 
question  as  to  what  persons  should  bo  re¬ 
turned  to  the  local  legislatures  may  turn 
upon  the  pledges  given  by  them  as  to  their 
votes  for  senators.  This  is  a  disturbing 
element,  and  I  think  the  best  thing  we 
can  do  will  be  to  give  power  to  each  state 
to  elect  senators  as  their  experience  may 
prove  best. 

Mr.  WRTXON  :  I  fail  to  follow  the 
force  of  the  objections  urged  by  the  hon. 
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membor.  I£  a  state  chooses  to  have  a 
nominee  lioiise  for  the  purposes  of  all  legis¬ 
lation,  it  should  also  be  allowed  to  have  a 
nominee  house  for  this  purpose.  It  is  for 
the  state  to  say  whether  it  likes  a  nominee 
house  or  not.  We  do  not  interfere  with 
that,  and  if  it  has  a  nominee  house  for  all 
purposes  of  general  legislation,  why  should 
it  not  have  a  nominee  house  for  this  par¬ 
ticular  purpose  ? 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  If  it  is  for  the  state 
itself  to  say  whether  it  shall  have  a  nominee 
house  or  not,  surely  we  may  give  to  it  the 
privilege  of  determining  the  mode  in  which 
it  will  elect  representatives  to  the  senate. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  the  hon.  memter’s 
argument  supports  my  contention.  Vari¬ 
ous  systems  have  been  suggested  for  the 
election  of  senators  by  the  different  states. 
It  has  been  thought  by  one  hon.  member 
that  the  best  plan  would  be  to  allow’  them 
to  be  nominated  by  the  government  of  the 
day  ;  and  another  suggestion,  with  w’hich 
I  have  considerable  sympathy,  is  that  there 
might  be  an  election  by  the  whole  colony 
voting  as  one  constituency.  The  solution 
of  the  difficulty,  how’ever,  seems  to  be 
rather  in  the  direction  of  the  amendment 
I  now  move,  namely,  that  each  state  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  settle  the  question. 
Something  was  said  on  a  ))rcvious  occasion 
as  to  the  impropriety  of  restricting  a  some¬ 
what  similar  matter  by  a  resolution  of  this 
Convention  to  be  embodied  in  the  imperial 
bill.  Does  it  not  strike  hon.  members  that 
there  is  room  for  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  what  is  the  best  course  ;  and 
w’hy,  under  these  circumstances,  should  we 
deny  to  the  various  states  power  to  decide 
the  question  for  themselves  in  such  a  shape 
asmay  seem  to  them  best?  Thesoleargument 
used  against  it  has  reference  to  uniformity. 
We  do  not  obtain  uniformity  in  the  clause 
before  us.  Why,  then,  should  w*e  reject  the 
amendment  which  gives  to  each  colony  an 
opportunity  of  solving  the  problem  as  re¬ 
gards  the  mode  of  election  of  senators? 

2  p 


What  have  the  otlier  colonies  to  do  with  tho 
question  so  long  as  the  state  is  satisfied  ?  If 
we  carry  this  clause  the  result  will  be  that 
although  future  experience  may  prove  to  us 
that  a  different  plan  might  be  adopted,  and 
one  estate  might  be  particularly  desirous  of 
adopting  that  jdan,  still  no  effect  could  be 
given  to  its  wish  except  by  an  amendment 
of  the  constitution,  involving  the  passing 
of  certain  laws  by  specified  majorities  and 
appeals  to  conventions  of  all  the  states  on 
a  question  in  which  only  one  state  might 
have  a  particular  interest.  We  have  had 
it  urged  at  various  times  that  we  should 
not  interfere  unnecessarily  \vith  the  self- 
governing  capacities  of  the  different  states. 
Surely  in  this  matter,  simply  referring  to 
the  mode  in  which  they  should  elect  their 
senators,  they  ought  to  have  the  opportun¬ 
ity  of  exercising  their  powers  to  the  very 
fulle.st  extent  in  such  manner  as  they  think 
best.  It  is  with  that  object  only  that  I 
propose  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  When  I  first  read  the 
amendment  I  did  not  agree  wdth  it;  but 
after  looking  carefully  at  the  1st  and  2nd 
clauses  I  think  the  amendment  is  a  proper 
one,  because  it  leaves  to  each  state  the 
power  of  making  its  own  ari'angements  for 
electing  its  senators.  Why  should  we  dic¬ 
tate  to  the  states  on  that  subject  ?  There 
is  no  provision  made  in  the  clause  of  the 
bill  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  houses  of 
parliament  aPe  to  carry  out  the  election. 
The  1st  clause  says: 

The  senate  shall  he  composed  of  eight  mem¬ 
bers  for  each  state,  directly  chesen  by  tlie  houses 
of  the  parliament  of  the  several  states  during  a 
session  thereof,  and  each  senator  shall  have  one 
vote. 

That  does  not  provide  how  it  is  to  be 
done.  The  next  clause  says  : 

The  ])arhament  of  tho  commonwealth  may 
make  laws  prescribing  a  uniform  manner  of 
choosing  the  senators.  Subject  to  any  such  law 
the  parliament  of  each  state  may  determine  tho 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  choosing  the  senators 
for  that  state  by  the  hou  parliament 
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Surely  that  is  sufficient  if  we  strike  out 
the  words  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  King¬ 
ston,  desires  to  strike  out.  The  2nd  clause 
makes  provision  for  the  first  election,  and 
then  afterwards  the  parliament  of  each 
state  can  make  its  own  arrangements. 

Sir  John  Downer  :  How  could  we  get 
the  first  senate  1 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  By  an  addition  to  the 
1st  clause,  after  striking  out  the  lines  pro¬ 
posed,  that  the  local  parliaments  of  the 
various  states  shall  make  provision  for  the 
first  election. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD;  This  is  a  point  on 
which  we  can  consult  the  expeVience  of 
America,  where  exactly  the  same  clause 
has  worked  for  100  years.  I  have  never 
learned  that  they  desire  to  alter  their 
mode  of  electing  senators.  It  is  a  great 
deal  better  that  we  should  say  distinctly 
that  the  parliaments  of  the  colonies  should 
elect  the  senate  in  the  way  they  have  said 
it  in  America,  than  that  we  should  leave 
it  to  the  different  states  to  decide  the 
manner  and  mode  of  elections.  If  the 
states  decided  the  question  we  might  have 
a  considerable  amount  of  difference  in  the 
mode.  We  know  that  the  American  sys¬ 
tem  has  given  eminent  satisfaction ;  but 
we  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether 
the  system  proposed  by  the  lion,  member, 
Mr.  Kingston,  would  give  equal  satisfac¬ 
tion.  If  the  lion,  member  wishes  to  carry 
out  his  idea,  certainly  he  should  not  strike 
out  the  words  he  proposes  to  omit,  for  this 
reason  :  you  must  provide  some  mode  of 
election  of  the  senators  so  as  to  give  the 
different  states  an  opportunity  of  deciding 
how  they  will  elect  them,  because  through 
some  obstinate  lower  or  upper  house  in 
some  of  the  states  a  deadlock  mmht  occur, 
and  they  might  not  be  able  to  decide  in 
time  for  an  election  on  any  particular 
lines.  Consequently  there  would  be  no 
persons  chosen  to  represent  the  state.  The 
hon.  member  would,  therefore,  do  better 
to  leave  the  words  as  they  are,  fixing  this 
[J/r.  Munro. 


mode  ‘‘  until  the  states  otherwise  direct.^’ 
I  would  very  much  like  to  give  the  states 
the  power  to  decide  as  to  the  manner  and 
mode  of  electing  senators  if  I  thought  it 
would  be  productive  of  good  results;  but 
with  the  experience  of  the  United  States 
before  us  I  do  not  think  w’e  can  do  better 
than  to  adopt  their  form  of  election. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  quite  agree 
with  the  remarks  which  have  been  made  by 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford.  Our  chief 
consideration  should  be  which  method  is 
likely  to  give  to  the  senate  the  very  best 
men  that  each  colony  can  send.  I  appre¬ 
hend  that  this  clause  does  not  limit  the 
choice  of  the  states  to  the  members  of  their 
parliaments.  They  can  go  outside  for  the 
best  men  ;  and,  undoubtedly,  if  they  feel 
the  importance  of  the  senate  to  this  new 
common  wealth,  they  wdll  seek  the  very  best 
men,  wherever  they  are  to  be  found.  We 
can  ci'edit  the  various  parliaments  with 
that  patriotic  feeling.  Undoubtedly,  if  you 
take  the  power  of  choice  from  the  parlia¬ 
ments  and  give  it  to  the  people  you  have 
no  security  of  the  same  value  as  to  choice 
of  the  best  men.  If  the  senators  were  ap¬ 
pointed  by  a  popular  vote,  that  vote  would 
have  to  be  given  either  by  the  colony  as  a 
whole  or  by  subdivisions.  Does  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Kingston,  consider  tiiat  the 
very  best  men  in  any  of  the  colonies  would 
subject  themselves  to  the  worry  of  a  canvass 
over  such  an  enoimous  area?  With  the 
election  of  senators  by  the  colony  as  a 
whole  you  could  not  have  the  same  confi¬ 
dence  in  their  choice  as  you  would  in  the 
choice  of  a  parliament.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  choice  of  the  people  would  not  be  valu¬ 
able.  But  for  the  particular  function  which 
the  senate  has  to  discharge  in  the  consti¬ 
tution,  there  would  be  much  more  security 
in  having  the  senators  chosen  by  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  people  than  there  would 
be  by  the  adoption  of  any  other  course. 
It  is  not  because  I  think  that  the  people 
would  make  a  bad  choice,  but  because  I 
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think  the  parliaments  would  make  a  better 
one  that  I  shall  vote  for  the  clause  as  it 
etands. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  It  strikes  me  that  some 
of  the  hon.  members  who  are  supporting 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  King¬ 
ston,  have  for  a  moment  forgotten  the 
object  of  establishing  two  houses  in  this 
constitution.  The  house  of  representatives 
will  be  elected  directly  by  the  people  in 
the  various  states  ;  the  senate  is  intended 
to  be  a  house  not  directly  elected  by  the 
people  of  the  various  states,  but  elected 
indirectly  by  those  people.  Some  hon. 
members,  perhaps,  may  entertain  the  idea 
that  it  would  be  a  wise  thing  to  have  the 
two  houses  elected  on  exactly  the  same 
basis.  I  very  much  doubt  that,  so  far  as 
our  experience  goes.  I  more  than  doubt  it. 
The  frequency  of  the  chances  of  collision 
would  be  much  more  likely  to  be  numer¬ 
ous  than  very  few.  The  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  directly  elected  by  the  people 
in  the  various  states,  having  granted  to  it 
great  powers,  especially  in  the  direction  in 
which  a  popular  house  of  parliament  is 
most  powerful,  and  being  looked  upon  by 
the  general  community  as  truly  represent¬ 
ing  the  whole  community,  not  merely  a  part 
of  it,  we  must  not  forget  that  it  will  be  very 
powerful  indeed.  I  do  wonder  that  gentle¬ 
men  who  have  been  speaking  of  state  rights 
should  be  among  those  who  advocate  leav¬ 
ing  it  to  the  various  states  to  determine 
w’hether  we  should  not  have  two  houses 
exactly  similarly  representing  the  people. 
I  venture  to  say  that  that  would  ex¬ 
tremely  unwise.  Here  we  liave  endea¬ 
voured  as  nearly  as  possible  not  only  to 
have  a  house  of  representatives  represent¬ 
ing  the  wdiole  of  the  people,  but  also  a 
second  branch  representing  the  legisla¬ 
ture  of  each  colony.  I  do  not  know 
whether  my  learned  friend  here  would 
like  to  say,  in  the  election  of  members  to 
the  senate  by  any  state,  that  that  should 
be  done  by  plebiscite,  or  that  the  wdiole  of 


that  state  should  be  converted  into  one 
electorate  for  the  purpose  of  returning  the 
whole  of  the  members  to  represent  it.  What 
might  result  1  You  might  have  a  state  with 
a  constituency  of  250,000electors  represent¬ 
ing  tlie  whole  of  the  people,  and  the  w-hole 
of  the  members  of  the  senate  might  liave 
to  be  returned  by  one  electorate,  and  they 
might  be  able  to  return  the  whole  of  the 
representatives  by  a  majority  of  a  few 
dozen  or  a  few  thousands.  Will  any  one 
tell  me  that  that  would  be  a  true  re¬ 
presentation  of  the  people  in  the  senate,  a 
true  representation  of  the  whole  people  ? 
Why,  it  might  be  a  representation  by  a 
simple  majority  of  only  one  interest  and 
one  section.  I  say  tliat  no  community 
could  live  under  such  a  representation  as 
that.  There  would  arise  from  one  end  of 
the  colony  to  the  other  a  howl  of  indigna¬ 
tion  at  the  idea  of  one  section  only  being 
represented,  whilst  an  enormous  minority 
would  not  have  a  single  representative. 
All  the  great  colonies,  as  far  as  the  popu¬ 
lar  assemblies  are  concerned,  are  naturally 
divided  into  districts.  Why  ?  Because 
it  is  the  desire  of  the  people  as  a  whole  to 
see  that  every  class  of  the  population  in 
their  respective  districts  are  fairly  repre¬ 
sented.  By  that  means  you  secure  the 
most  true  representation  of  the  people  as  a 
whole  that  you  can  get,  instead  of  having 
the  whole  of  the  colony  as  one  single  elec¬ 
torate  returning  the  wliole  of  the  members 
to  tlie  fedeml  parliament.  This  wmuld  be 
perfectly  possible  under  the  system  w'hich 
my  hon.  friend  proposes.  He  says  it 
should  be  left  to  each  state  to  say  how  it 
proposes  to  return  its  representatives.  The 
original  idea  w^as  that  we  were  to  have 
two  branches  of  the  legislature,  not  to  be 
elected  exactly  from  the  same  source — the 
people  to  elect  the  house  of  I'epresenta- 
tives,  and  the  parliament  to  elect  the  other, 
representing,  as  they  do  now,  substantially 
the  people  as  a  whole.  I  concur  with  my 
hon,  and  learned  colleague,  Mr.  Wrixon, 
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that  after  all  we  have  nothing  to  say  as  to 
howanyone  branch  of  the  legislature  of  the 
colony  is  elected.  That  is  their  business. 
They  have  deliberately  chosen  in  some 
cases  to  be  content  with  houses  of  assem¬ 
bly  elected  from  the  people,  and  a  second 
house,  the  legislative  council,  in  some 
cases  elected  by  the  people,  in  other  cases 
nominated.  If  the  people  of  the  colony 
are  content  with  having  a  nominated  upper 
house,  that  is  their  business  and  not  ours, 
so  that  to  use  that  as  an  argument  against 
allowing  the  two  houses  of  any  state  to 
jointly,  or  in  any  such  way  as  they  may 
determine,  elect  members  of  the  senate 
appears  altogether  unsound.  I  do  trust 
lion,  members  who  have,  I  may  say,  sud¬ 
denly  started  this  view,  because  it  was  not 
seriously  advocated  in  the  Constitutional 
Committee,  will  take  to  heart  what  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Play  ford,  said.  It  is 
not  an  unlikely  thing  that  if  it  was  de¬ 
termined  by  population  instead  of  by  the 
legislature  that  it  should  be  a  plebiscite 
that  a  whole  colony  should  be  formed  into 
one  constituency,  the  second  branch  of  the 
legislature  would  never  consent.  I  say  we 
should  be  proposing  in  tliis  case  to  create 
difficulties  wdiich  are  wholly  unnecessary. 
If  any  one  said  that  we  should  not  get  a 
true  representation  of  tlie  opinion  of  the 
people  in  any  colony  by  allowing  parlia¬ 
ment  to  elect  members  of  the  senate  as 
they  think  proper,  I  think  they  are  in 
error.  I  believe  that  if  the  legislature  in 
each  of  the  states  were  permitted  to  select 
their  representatives  in  the  senate,  their 
selection  w^ould  fall  upon  gentlemen  who, 
as  a  whole,  w^ould  satisfy  the  people. 
I  think  that  the  proper  thing  to  do 
is  to  allow  the  second  branch  of  the  fede¬ 
ral  parliament,  to  be  elected  on  a  different 
basis  and  under  different  circumstances 
from  those  under  wliich  the  members  of 
the  popular  branch  are  elected.  I  venture 
to  say  we  shall  make  a  mistake  If  w^e  at¬ 
tempt  by  any  means  to  elect  an  upper 
[il/r.  Gillies, 


house  of  parliament  or  senate  on  almost 
exactly  the  same  basis  as  the  popular 
branch.  The  tw'o  are  intended  to  exercise 
diflerent  functions — functions  in  some  re¬ 
spects,  not  in  all,  equal.  And  I  desire  to 
see  maintained,  not  only  in  the  federal 
parliament,  hut  also  in  all  tlie  states  on 
the  continent,  the  principle  that  the  two 
houses  of  parliament  shall  not  bo  chosen 
from  exactly  the  same  individuals, but  each 
on  some  diflerent  basis. 

Mr.  KINGSTON:  In  regard  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  amendment  is  intro¬ 
duced,  it  is  my  desire  to  meet  the  v;ishes 
of  those  delegates  who  are  chiefly  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  framing  of  the  bill.  I  have 
moved  to  amend  clause  9,  and  propose,  if 
the  House  affirms  its  desire  to  strike  out 
the  words  in  question,  to  amend  clause  10 
so  as  to  provide  for  a  certain  system  to  be 
adopted  until  the  legislature  of  any  state 
provides  otherwise.  As  to  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  as  to  the 
merits  of  indirect  election,  I  confess  that  I 
do  not  recognise  the  system  of  indirect 
election  as  having  any  particular  virtue. 
What  I  understand  we  are  endeavouring 
to  do  is  to  provide  for  the  creation  of  two 
houses  of  the  federal  parliament,  in  one  of 
which  the  people  at  large  will  be  repre¬ 
sented,  and  in  the  other  the  state  interests 
shall  be  particularly  conserved.  And  it 
seems  to  me  that  under  those  circumstances, 
as  long  as  the  state  itself  is  satisfied  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  custodians  of  its 
intere.sts  are  appointed,  we  have  no  reason 
to  interfere,  and  further,  as  to  the  refer¬ 
ence  made  by  my  hon.  colleague  to  the 
system  which  obtains,  and  has  obtained 
for  a  considerable  period,  in  the  United 
States,  I  think  he  somewhat  overlooked 
the  fact  that  the  system  of  uniformity 
that  was  adopted  has  been  subjected  to 
very  considerable  criticism  ;  that  there 
is  Ijy  no  means  that  unanimity  of  senti¬ 
ment  on  the  expediency  of  maintaining 
it  which  his  remarks  w’ould  suggest.  Jr 
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this  connection  I  would  like  to  refer  to  a 
note  which  occurs  in  ‘‘Bryce.”  It  is  as 
follows  : — 

A  proposal  recently  made  to  amend  the  fede¬ 
ral  constitution  by  taking  the  election  of  sena¬ 
tors  away  from  the  legislatures  in  order  to  vest  it 
in  the  people  of  each  state  is  approved  by  some 
judicious  x^uhlicists  who  think  that  had  candi¬ 
dates  will  have  less  chance  with  the  party  at 
large  and  the  people  than  they  now  have  in 
bodies  apt  to  be  controlled  by  a  knot  of  party 
managers.  A  nomination  made  for  a  popular 
election  will  at  least  be  made  publicly,  whereas 
now  a  nomination  for  an  election  by  a  legislature 
may  be  made  secretly. 

Giving  the  fullest  force  to  the  arguments 
which  have  been  advanced  in  favour  of  the 
system  which  is  prescribed  in  the  bill,  it 
seems  to  me  that  they  simply  amount  to 
this  :  that  at  the  present  there  is  a  strong 
feeling  in  favour  of  the  system  which  is 
suggested,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  it  wdll 
be  altered ;  it  is  probable  rather  that  it 
will  give  satisfaction  to  all  the  states.  That 
seems  to  me  to  amount  to  this  :  that  even 
if  we  give  power  to  the  states  to  provide 
a  different  mode  of  election,  they  will  not 
exercise  it.  But  is  that  any  reason  why 
we  should  prevent  them  if  they  should  liit 
upon  a  better  jdan  of  giving  effect  to  their 
wishes  in  such  a  manner  as  would  be  most 
expedient  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  argu¬ 
ment  does  not  w’arrant  the  further  con¬ 
clusion  which  is  suggested,  and  I  trust  that 
the  decision  of  the  Committee  will  he  to 
give  the  states  the  fullest  power  to  deal 
with  the  question  as  they  think  fit.  Ko 
doubt,  in  the  first  instance,  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  lay  down  and  provide  for  a  system 
of  election  which  shall  be  uniform.  It  is 
highly  probable  that  a  system  of  the 
character  which  we  now  find  contained 
within  the  four  corners  of  the  bill  will 
commend  itself  to  the  majority  of  the 
states ;  but  if  that  he  so,  it  simply  points 
to  the  improbability  of  the  j)Ower  of  altera¬ 
tion  being  exercised  by  each  state.  It 
certainly  does  not  warrant  the  contention 
that  no  power  should  be  given  to  the  state 


to  alter  the  system  by  which  it  elects  its 
senators,  liowever  strongly  it  may  feel  on 
the  subject. 

Sir  GEOBGE  GKEY  :  I  desire  to  state 
that  I  feel  quite  convinced  that  the  pro¬ 
posal  made  by  the  hon.  delegate,  Mr. 
Kingston,  is  one  that  recommends  itself 
for  our  adoption.  His  proposal  is  siinj^ly 
this  :  that  the  states  themselves  shall  have 
the  power  of  deciding  the  manner  in  whicli 
the  election  of  senatoi*s  shall  be  made.  All 
the  suppositions  that  have  been  made  that 
we  should  not  give  this  power  because  it 
might  he  wrongly  used,  and  all  the  suj)- 
positions  made  that  it  is  desirable  to  give  it 
because  it  would  be  wisely  exercised,  ought 
not  to  influence  us.  What  w^e  do  is  not 
to  prescribe  any  one  mode  of  choice,  but 
to  leave  to  the  states  themselves  the  jDOwer 
of  deciding  how  the  elections  shall  be 
conducted.  I  shall  certainly  support  that, 
and  for  an  additional  reason,  that  I  am 
convinced  that  the  great  danger  in  these 
elections  is  that  the  power  may  fall  almost 
entirely  into  the  hands  of  capital.  I  think 
in  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  w'e  are  in  some 
instances  absolutely  legislating  to  obtain 
that  end.  I  think  that  must  he  the  case 
where  there  are  nominated  upper  houses, 
which  tliere  will  be  great  difficulty  indeed 
of  getting  rid  of,  because  a  nominated 
upper  house  is  not  likely  to  destroy  itself. 
The  existence  of  a  nominated  upper  house 
is  no  proof,  as  it  has  been  argued,  that  the 
people  are  contented  with  it.  Personally 
I  am  absolutely  discontented  with  a  nomi¬ 
nated  upper  liouse,  and  I  have  for  years 
struggled  in  vain  to  see  it  put  an  end  to  ; 
and  I  believe  that  that  is  the  case  with  a 
very  large  number  of  persons  in  the  wdiole 
of  Australasia.  I  shall  therefore  certainly 
support  the  [)roposal  of  the  lion,  member, 
Mr.  Kingston,  which  I  think  is  perfectly 
justified,  giving  as  it  does  full  liberty  to  the 
people  of  each  state  to  determine  from  time 
to  time,  as  they  think  fit,  the  manner  in 
which  the  senators  shall  be  chosen. 
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Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  The  hon.  and 
distinguished  delegate  who  has  just  siit 
down  spoko  under  a  misappreliension, 
into  which  I  fear  other  hon.  members 
have  fallen.  He  distinctly  stated  that  he 
desired  to  leave  to  each  state  the  manner 
of  electing  its  delegates.  So  do  we  all, 
and  that  is  distinctly  provided  in  the  bill  ; 
but  what  the  motion  of  the  hon.  delegate, 
Mr.  Kingston,  says  is  quite  a  dijfferent 
thing.  He  is  not  dissatisfied  with  the 
provision  made  in  the  bill  for  the  manner 
in  which  each  state  is  to  elect  its  mem¬ 
bers  ;  but  he  does  a  thing  which  I  think 
was  never  proposed  before — he  leaves  to 
each  state  the  power  to  create  the  consti¬ 
tuency.  Now,  in  every  constitution  act 
that  I  ever  heard  of  the  constituency  is 
created  by  the  act  itself.  This  bill  does 
that ;  but  it  leaves  the  manner  of  the 
exercising  of  the  rights  of  that  constituency 
entirely  to  the  states.  It  follows  as  a 
logical  sequence,  I  think,  that  if  you  leave 
the  creation  of  the  constituency  in  regard 
to  the  senate  to  the  states,  you  must 
also  leave  the  creation  of  the  constituency 
in  regard  to  the  assembly  to  the  states. 
I  cannot  see  why  you  should  leave  the 
states  to  create  one  of  these  constituencies 
unless  you  go  and  leave  it  to  them  to 
create  the  other  constituency  also.  The 
hon.  member  would  [divest  the  bill  of  all 
intimation  as  to  what  the  constituency  of 
the  senate  should  be,  and  the  states  would 
severally  have  to  create  their  own  consti¬ 
tuencies.  I  am  entirely  in  favour  of  leav¬ 
ing  to  the  states  the  fullest  possible  liberty 
in  saying  how  they  will  elect  their  dele¬ 
gates  ;  but  that  Ls  quite  a  different  thing 
from  leaving  them  to  create  the  consti¬ 
tuency  from  which  those  delegates  are  to 
be  elected.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
worth  while  to  say  a  word  in  reference  to 
this  argument  against  nominee  houses. 
Nominee  houses  exist,  and  as  they  exist 
for  all  the  high  purposes  of  legislation — 
they  have  never  existed  with  my  consent 


or  vote — surely  they  may  exist  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  members  for  the  senate 
of  federated  Australia.  The  incapacity 
of  nominee  chambers  to  elect  members  of 
the  senate  when  they  are  given  full  power 
to  make  all  law’s  \vhatever  hardly  admit 
of  argument.  Eor  my  part  I  am  satisfied 
with  the  clause,  though  it  does  not  exactly 
represent  my  own  wishes. 

Mr.  KINGSTON :  I  do  not  wish  to 
trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  Committee, 
except  for  the  argument  advanced  by  the 
hon.  delegate  who  has  just  sat  down.  He 
argued  that  if  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  of  a  state  to  create  the  constituency 
for  one  house  it  ought  also  to  have  the 
power  to  create  the  constituency  for  the 
other.  Now,  clause  25  gives  this  power  to 
the  legislature  of  the  state  as  far  as  the 
house  of  representatives  is  concerned.  It 
gives  it  a  power  to  define  the  qualifications 
of  the  electors,  which  certainly  amounts  to 
the  creation  of  the  constituencies. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  Certainly  not ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  It  certainly  appears 
to  me  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  gentleman  tells  in 
favour  of  the  proposition  I  have  advocated. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause — put. 
The  Committee  divided  : 

Ayes,  34 ;  noes,  6  ;  majority,  28. 


Ayes. 

Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Baker,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 

Barton,  Mr. 

Hackett,  Mr. 

Bird,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Bray,  Sir  John 

Lotou,  Mr. 

Brown,  Mr. 

Macdouald-Paterson  Mr 

Buigess,  Mr. 

Marniion,  Mr. 

Clark,  ^NFr. 

^IcMillan,  Mr. 

Cuthbert,  Mr. 

Moore,  Mr. 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

Play  ford,  Mr. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Adye 

Russell,  Cajjtain 

Downer,  Sir  John 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Suttor,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  J. 

Wright,  Mr. 

Fysh,  Mr. 

Wrixon,  Mr, 

Commonv^ealth  of 
Noes. 

Cockburn,  Dr.  Grey,  Sir  George 

Deakiu,  Mr.  Kingston,  Mr. 

Gordon,  Mr.  Munro,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
proposed  : 

That  lines  6  and  7  be  omitted  with  a  view  to 
the  insertion  of  the  words  “  The  senators  shall 
be  chosen  for  a  term  of  six  years.  The  names  of 
the  senators  chosen  in  each  state  shall  be  certi¬ 
fied  by  the  governor  to  the  governor-general.” 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  hon.  gentleman  whether  he  thinks  the 
latter  portion  of  the  amendment  is  neces¬ 
sary  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  do  really  1 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  unnecessary.  Is  provision  made  for  the 
absence  of  a  governor  for  any  length  of 
time  % 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Y'es  ;  provision 
for  his  deputy  to  act  is  contained  in  the 
bill  1 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  If  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  undertakes  to  provide  for  it  I  am 
satisfied. 

Amendment  agreed  to  j  clause,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10.  The  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  may  make  laws  prescribing  a  uniform 
manner  of  choosing  the  senators.  Subject  to 
any  such  law  the  parliament  of  each  state  may 
determine  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  choos¬ 
ing  the  senators  for  that  state  by  the  houses  of 
parliament  thereof. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  hon. 

and  learned  friend,  ]Mr.  Barton,  has  made 
a  suggestion,  w’hich,  I  think,  is  of  great 
value — that  is,  to  omit  the  words,  “  the 
parliament  of  the  commonwealth,”  where- 
ever  they  occur  in  the  bill,  and  to  put  in 
“  the  commonwealth, "because,  as  he  points 
out,  the  parliament  is  only  the  instrument 
by  which  the  commonwealth  makes  the 
law^s.  If  tlie  suggestion  does  not  commend 
itself  to  hon.  gentlemen  generally  I  will  say 
nothing  further  about  it.  An  hon.  member, 
I  think  Sir  John  Downer,  yesterday  sug- 
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gested  that  the  expression  ‘‘  subject  to  any 
such  law”  might  be  misunderstood,  and 
might  be  taken  to  indicate  that  there 
must  be  a  law  of  that  kind.  I  think  that 
the  words  are  sufficient;  but  they  are  not 
quite  clear,  and  it  would  be  better,  there¬ 
fore,  to  say  “subject  to  such  laws,  if 
any.”  There  could  be  no  possible  doubt 
then  a.s  to  what  is  meant.  I  think  that 
any  doubt  that  arises  and  is  pointed  out 
ought  to  be  met  at  once.  This  instrument 
ought  to  be  perfectly  free  from  ambiguity. 

I  therefore  move  : 

That  the  words  “  any  such  law,”  line  4,  be 
omitted  with  a  view  to  insert  iu  lieu  thereof 
the  words  “  such  laws,  if  any.” 

Amendment  agreed  to  ;  clause,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  trust  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Convention  wdll  take  a  little 
time  to  consider  the  proposal  which  has 
emanated  from  the  hon.  and  learned  mem¬ 
ber,  !Mr.  Barton,  which  appears  to  me  a 
most  excellent  one,  both  as  regards  abbre¬ 
viation,  for  which  it  offers  another  oppor¬ 
tunity  — 

The  Chairman  ;  The  clause  is  passed. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  hope  the  question 
will  be  raised  again  and  considered. 

The  Chairman  :  AVe  can  recommit  the 
bill. 

Clause  12.  As  soon  as  practicable  after  the 
senate  is  assembled  in  consequence  of  the 
iirst  election  the  senators  chosen  for  each  state 
shall  be  divided  by  lot  into  two  classes.  The 
places  of  the  senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  5 
vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year, 
and  the  places  of  those  of  the  second  class  at 
the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year,  fi*om  the 
commencement  of  their  term  of  serv^ice  as 
herein  declared,  so  that  one-half  may  be  10 
chosen  every  third  year.  The  term  of  service 
of  a  senator  shall  begin  on  and  be  reckoned 
from  the  first  day  of  January  next  succeeding 
the  day  of  his  election,  except  in  the  case  of 
the  first  election,  when  it  shall  be  i*eckoned  15 
from  the  lii'st  day  of  January  preceding  the 
day  of  his  election.  The  election  of  senators 
to  fill  the  places  of  retiring  senators  shall  be 
made  in  the  year  preceding  the  day  on  which 
the  retiring  senators  are  to  retire.  20 
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Colonel  SMITH  :  I  should  like  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  lion,  and  learned  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Samuel  GrifHth,  to  the  word 
“  class.”  I  think  that  the  word  section” 
would  be  better. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  remem¬ 
ber  that  yesterday  an  hon.  gentleman  sug- 
ge.sted  to  me  that  the  words  ‘‘  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  first  election  ”  are  awkward. 
They  were  used  so  as  to  avoid  a  repetition 
of  the  word  ‘‘after.”  There  is,  of  course, 
a  difference  between  the  American  Con¬ 
stitution  and  this  in  that  respect.  In 
America  they  were  assembled  “  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  first  election  ” ;  here  they 
would  be  assembled  in  consequence  of  the 
governor-generars  prochimation  calling 
them  together ;  and  that  is  a  difference. 
We  inserted  those  words  after  very  careful 
consideration ;  but,  nevertheless,  objections 
have  been  urged  since  which  I  think  are 
worthy  of  consideration. 

Mr.  BAIvETl :  I  suggest  that  it  would 
be  better  to  insert  the  word  “  fii*st  ”  after 
the  word  “  is,”  so  as  to  make  the  clause 
read,  “As  soon  as  practicable  after  the 
senate  is  fii*st  assembled.”  I  move  : 

That  the  clause  be  amended  by  inserting  the 
word  ‘‘ first  ”  after  the  word  “is,*'  line  2. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  That  is  right ; 
that  is  the  best  amendment ! 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Baker)  agreed  to  : 

That  the  clause  be  further  amended  by  omit¬ 
ting  the  words  “  in  consequence  of  the  first  elec¬ 
tion,”  lines  2  and  3. 

Colonel  SMITH :  I  think  that  the  clause 
should  be  further  amended  by  omitting 
the  word  “classe.s,”  line  4,  and  inserting 
the  word  “  sections.” 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  I  suggest  to  the  hon. 
member  the  substitution  of  the  word 
“gi’oups.” 

Mr.  Playford  :  “  Classes”  is  the  word 
used  in  the  American  Constitution. 

The  Chairman  :  Does  the  hon.  member. 
Colonel  Smith,  move  the  amendment  ? 


Colonel  SMITH:  No,  I  will  not  press 
that ;  but  the  clause  says  : 

The  term  of  service  of  a  senator  shall  begin  on 
and  be  reckoned  from  the  first  day  of  January 
next  succeeding. 

A  man  might  bo  elected  in  June,  and  for 
six  months  really  not  bo  a  member.  I 
would  suggest  that  the  words  “  the  first 
day  of  J anuary  next  succeeding”  be  struck 
out.  The  clause  goes  on  to  say  : 

Except  in  the  case  of  the  first  election,  when 
it  shall  be  reckoned  from  the  first  day  of  January 
preceding  the  day  of  his  election. 

He  might  be  elected  in  December,  and  miglit 
have  the  iEoOO  in  the  beginning  of  January. 
I  think  ^ve  should  make  both  date  from 
the  day  of  his  election.  I  think  that  the 
clause  should  read,  “  Tlie  term  of  service 
of  a  senator  shall  begin  on  and  be  reckoned 
from  the  day  of  his  election,”  and  that  we 
should  strike  out  the  words  “the  first  day 
of  January  next  succeeding,”  otherwise  ho 
might  be  put  back  six  months. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  On  con¬ 
sideration  the  hon.  gentleman  will,  I 
think,  see  that  tlie  clause  is  properly 
framed.  The  intention  is  tliat  each  sena¬ 
tor  shall  hold  office  for  a  term  of  three 
years,  and  that  term  must  be  the  same 
three  years.  It  is  intended  that  half  the 
senate  shall  be  periodically  renewed  at 
intervals  of  three  years.  The  parliaments 
of  the  different  states  meet  at  different 
times  ;  some  meet  in  June,  some  early  in 
the  year, and  New  South  Wales  at  various 
times — sometimes  in  February,  often  in 
November.  The  election  of  the  senators 
must  be  during  a  session  of  parliament. 
Well,  then,  if  there  is  to  be  a  uniform  time 
for  renew'al,  it  must  clearly  be  some  time 
after  the  ses.sions  commence.  Then  you 
guarantee  that  every  parliament  will  have 
sat,  and  had  an  opportunity  to  elect  sena¬ 
tors  to  take  the  seats  of  persons  who  re¬ 
tire  on  a  fixed  day.  That  is  the  only  way 
to  secure  uniformity  of  time  of  retirement 
and  ceHainty  that  the  men  will  be  there. 
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They  will  be  elected  in  advance  in  fact. 
But  if  you  applied  that  rule  to  the  first 
senators  they  would  sit  for  four  sessions ; 
because,  when  the  constitution  is  brought 
into  operation  there  must  be  a  session  of 
parliament  in  each  state  immediately  after¬ 
wards  in  order  to  provide  constituencies 
and  fix  the  mode  of  electing  senators, 
and  during  that  session  the  houses  of  par¬ 
liament  will  elect  their  senators.  That 
would  be  immediately  followed  by  the 
first  session  of  the  parliament  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth.  The  senators  will  sit  during 
that  session  of  parliament,  wdiich  will 
almost  certainly  be  in  the  same  year,  and 
they  will  sit  during  the  two  following  ses¬ 
sions  ;  so  that  though  they  wdll  not  be  in 
office  for  three  calendar  years  they  will  be 
in  ofiice  for  three  sessions  of  the  parliament. 
That  is  how  we  w'orked  it  out,  and  I  think 
it  wdll  come  out  all  right. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY:  What  the  lion, 
gentleman  has  said  is  quite  right  so  far  as 
the  purposes  of  this  section  are  concerned 
as  regards  reckoning  the  time  of  retire¬ 
ment.  But  in  another  part  of  tlie  bill  it 
is  provided  that  the  senators  are  to  be 
paid  for  their  services,  and  the  question 
arises,  does  the  term  of  service  of  a  senator 
for  the  purjioses  of  payment  begin  from 
the  date  of  his  election,  from  the  date  when 
he  is  sw’orn  in,  or  from  the  first  day  of 
January  ? 

Hon.  Members  :  On  the  day  w  hen  he  is 
sworn  in  ! 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Surely  when  his 
service  begins  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY:  I  think  w’e  ought 
to  have  that  fixed.  It  seems  to  me  very 
undesirable  to  provide,  as  suggested  by 
Colonel  Smith,  that  although  a  senator  is 
elected  in  June,  his  term  of  service  and 
payment  for  service  shall  not  begin  until 
the  following  January. 

Mr.  ClaPvK  :  He  wfill  not  do  anything 
until  the  following  J anuary  I 


Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  For  the  purposes 
of  retirement,  a  date  should  be  fixed  from 
which  the  time  should  be  reckoned ;  but 
for  all  other  purposes  a  senator  ought  to 
be  a  senator  from  the  day  he  is  chosen. 

Mr.  Baker  :  How  can  he  be  w^hen  there 
is  another  man  in  iiis  place  ? 

Sir  J OHN  BRAY  :  I  can  quite  see  that 
for  the  purposes  of  this  section  the  pro¬ 
vision  as  contained  in  the  clause  is  right ; 
but,  as  regards  other  portions  of  the  bill, 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  right,  and  the 
question  ought  to  be  clearly  understood. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  So  far  as 
the  objection  with  regard  to  payment  is 
concerned,  there  is  a  good  deal  in  it,  and 
the  matter  should  be  dealt  with  now’.  The 
clause  only  deals  w’ith  the  first  senators. 
Afterwards  the  term  of  service  begins  on 
the  1st  of  January.  I  suppose  a  senator  can 
hardly  be  called  a  senator  until  the  1st  of 
January  arrives.  He  will  be  a  senator- 
elect,  but  he  wdll  not  be  a  senator  really 
until  that  day.  If  parliament  is  in  session 
on  the  1st  of  January,  he  will  w’alk  in  and 
take  his  seat,  and  the  other  man  wdll  w’alk 
out,  and  his  pay,  I  apprehend,  will  begin 
on  the  same  day.  But  the  lion,  member 
has  pointed  out  a  blot  with  respect  to  the 
first  senators.  A  man  might  be  elected  in 
December  and  claim  tw’elve  months’  pay, 
dating  from  the  previous  January.  This, 
I  think,  would  be  remedied  by  inserting  in 
the  second  paragraph  the  w’ords  “  for  the 
purposes  of  his  retirement.” 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  The  matter  w  ill  want 
a  little  thinking  over,  because  I  apprehend 
a  man  is  not  a  senator  until  he  presents 
himself  and  takes  the  oath. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Why  not'l 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  He  might  refuse  to 
take  the  oath,  and  so  would  be  disquali¬ 
fied  from  the  beginning.  It  is  not  until 
he  presents  himself  and  takes  the  oath 
that  he  is  really  a  senator.  He  is  in  po¬ 
tentiality  a  senator ;  but  he  is  not  com¬ 
pletely  clad  in  that  position  until  he 
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appears  at  the  table  and  takes  the  oath,  and 
I  apprehend  he  is  not  entitled  to  payment 
until  that  takes  place.  I  would  suggest 
that  it  is  somewhat  hazardous  to  make  an 
amendment  at  the  table  in  a  bill  of  tliis 
kind,  which  has  been  carefully  considered  ; 
and  if  these  matters  are  borne  in  mind, 
they  can  be  afterwards  dealt  with  by  the 
draftsman.  I  would  deprecate  any  hurried 
amendment  on  the  spot,  where  it  may  not 
be  required. 

Sir  HARRY  ATKINSON:  The  clause 
states  that  the  term  of  service  of  a  senator 
shall  not  begin  until  the  1st  J anuary  follow¬ 
ing  the  day  of  his  election.  If  a  vacancy 
occurs,  and  a  senator  is  elected  in  J une, 
he  then  becomes  a  senator  ;  but,  according 
to  this  part  of  the  clause,  he  cannot  become 
an  actual  senator  until  the  following  Janu¬ 
ary.  Though  parliament  might  be  in  ses¬ 
sion,  he  would  be  unable  to  take  his  seat. 
I  would  suggest  to  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  that  he  should  take  a  note 
of  this  point,  and  consider  it.  I  do  not 
think  we  could  make  any  amendment  here 
that  would  meet  the  case.  For  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  tliis  particular  clause  the  provision 
is  right  enough  ;  but  I  think  there  will  be 
a  difficulty  in  regard  to  payment,  and  also 
as  to  vacancies  occurring. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  quite  agree  with 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  that  if  we  are  not  to 
overlook  this  question  entirely  it  ought  to 
be  settled  somewhere  in  this  clause,  and  if 
the  hon.  gentleman  sees  no  strong  objec¬ 
tion  to  such  a  course  I  shall  move  the  in¬ 
sertion  at  the  beginning  of  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  words  “  for  the  purposes 
of  this  section. It  would  be  manifestly 
absurd  in  regard  to  the  first  election  of 
senators  to  say  that  if  a  man  is  elected  in 
September  or  October  the  term  of  his  ser¬ 
vice  shall  begin  from  the  preceding  Janu¬ 
ary,  and  that  he  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  of  a  senator  from  that  date. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  this  may  not  be 
the  best  amendment  that  can  ultimately 
[J/r.  Wrixon. 


be  made,  but  it  seems  to  mo  clear  that  the 
second  paragraph  was  drawn  with  the  idea 
that  it  applied  to  this  section  only  and  not 
to  other  portions  of  the  bill.  I  beg,  tliere- 
fore,  to  move  as  an  amendment : 

That  before  the  words  “  The  term  of  service” 
line  1 1,  the  words  “  For  the  purposes  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  ”  be  inserted. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  That  is  quite 
correct  :  those  are  the  right  words  ! 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  In  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  point  raised  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  in  regard  to 
vacancies  occurring  by  death,  the  difficulty 
would  be  met  by  substituting  for  the  words 
“retiring  senators  ”  the  words  “  senators 
retiring  by  rotation.” 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
proposed  : 

That  the  words  “  retiring  senators,”  line  17> 
be  omitted  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  “  senators  retiring  by  rotation.” 

Mr.  MARMION  :  Is  this  intended  to 
refer  to  senators  retiring  by  rotation 
throughout,  or  only  in  the  first  instance  1 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Always  ! 

Mr.  MARMION  :  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  are  two  portions  of  the  bill  which 
may  be  affected  by  the  proposed  amend¬ 
ment.  In  the  first  place,  unless  it  is  dis¬ 
tinctly  laid  down  in  the  bill  that  a  senator, 
though  elected,  does  not  become  a  senator 
until  the  1st  of  January,  there  will  be 
during  that  interval  twelve  senators  in¬ 
stead  of  eight ;  because  there  will  be  four 
who  will  not  retire  for  some  considerable 
period  after  the  election.  There  is  another 
view  of  the  case.  A  senator  may  be  pre¬ 
vented  for  a  period  from  holding  his  seat 
in  the  local  house  of  representatives. 
When  he  is  elected  to  the  senate,  he  can¬ 
not  sit  any  longer  in  the  state  house  of 
representatives,  and  if  his  election  to  tlie 
senate  takes  place  some  time  prior  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  unless  it  is  distinctly  laid 
down  that  the  mere  fact  of  his  election 
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does  not  make  liim  a  senator,  he  will  be 
obliged  to  retire  from  the  local  house  of 
representatives. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  There  is 
no  doubt  a  little  difficulty.  In  the  cases  of 
which  we  have  experience,  members  of  par¬ 
liament  are  elected  by  a  constituency  that 
may  be  said  to  be  in  permanent  session. 
Here  we  have  to  deal  with  the  case  of  a 
constituency  which  is  in  session  only  some¬ 
times.  We  must,  therefore,  deal  specially 
with  it.  There  cannot  be  more  than  eight 
senators  at  a  time.  There  will  be  eight 
senators  and  four  senators  elect ;  for  a  sena¬ 
tor  elect  is  not  a  senator  until  his  term  be¬ 
gins.  There  is  no  reason  why  a  member 
of  the  house  of  representatives  should  not 
be  elected  to  be  a  senator  in  J une ;  next 
January  he  becomes  a  senator  and  ceases 
to  be  a  member  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives. 

Amendment  agreed  to  ;  clause,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  13.  If  the  place  of  a  senator  becomes 
vacant  during  the  recess  of  the  parliament  of 
the  state  which  he  represented,  the  governor  of 
the  state,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  council  thereof,  may  appoint  a  senator  to 
fill  such  vacancy  until  the  next  session  of  the 
parliament  of  the  state,  when  the  houses  of 
parliament  shall  choose  a  senator  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  think  the  Con¬ 
vention  should  give  a  little  consideration 
to  this  clause.  It  appears  to  me  that  it 
would  be  far  better  to  leave  the  vacancy 
open  until  the  parliament  of  tlie  state  re¬ 
sumed  than  to  give  the  governor  of  the 
state  power  to  make  an  appointment  which 
might  not  afterwards  be  ratified  by  the 
Parliament.  That  would  be  a  very  humili¬ 
ating  position  to  put  a  gentleman  in  who 
had  been  a  senator  for  perhaps  two  or 
three  months. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Itisonly  “may'^  appoint ! 

Mr.  FITZGERALD :  It  is  a  “  may  on 
which  in  most  cases  the  governor-in-council 
will  act,  and  undoubtedly  without  adding 
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to  the  dignity  of  the  senate,  and  possibly  to 
the  great  humiliation  of  the  occupant  of  the 
office.  Seeing  that  each  colony  will  have  eight 
senators,  I  cannot  see  how  the  efficiency  of 
the  senate  will  be  at  all  interfered  with  be¬ 
cause  there  happens  to  be  one  vacancy,  or 
even  two,  any  more  than  it  would  if  there 
were  one  or  two  absentees.  I  certainly 
think  it  would  redound  more  to  the  dignity 
of  the  senate  that  a  vacancy  should  con¬ 
tinue  until  the  parliament  of  the  state 
resumed.  I  do  not  intend  to  move  any 
amendment,  but  merely  offer  the  sugges¬ 
tion  for  the  consideration  of  hon.  members. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  ob¬ 
servations  of  the  hon.  member  deserve  a 
good  deal  of  consideration  ;  bub  probably,, 
the  senate  being  a  small  house,  one  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  state  may  be  of  great  importance. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  ;  It  cuts  both  ways 
though  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  One  vote 
may  be  of  very  great  importance. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  To  that  state  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am  quite 
sure  that  a  populous  state  like  Yictoria, 
which  has  a  proportionately  small  repre¬ 
sentation  in  the  senate,  would  not  like  im¬ 
portant  business  to  be  carried  in  that  house 
by  a  majority  of  perhaps  one  or  two  when 
one  or  two  of  their  senators  w^ere  dead  or 
had  retired. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  Still  less  to  have  im¬ 
portant  things  done  by  a  nominee  in  whose 
choice  the  parliament  had  no  voice  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  I  do  not 
know ;  but  I  think  the  Parliament  of 
Yictoria,  if  nominees  were  appointed  by 
the  executive  council,  would  practically  be 
represented  fairly  for  that  purpose,  because 
an  appointment  would  only  be  made  if  there 
were  some  urgent  necessity  for  the  colony 
having  its  full  representation. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  think  there  is  a  great 
deal  in  wffiat  has  been  suggested  by  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Fitzgerald.  The  nomi¬ 
nee  principle  is  not  entering  into  the 
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composition  of  the  senate  in  general,  and  it 
would  seem  to  be  rather  an  unwise  thing 
to  mix  up  the  operation  of  two  principles 
in  this  way.  It  would  be  far  better  to 
put  up  with  the  occasional  loss  which 
might  be  suffered  by  tlie  absence  of  one 
senator  out  of  eight  than  to  have  a  nominee 
exercising  the  important  functions  in¬ 
trusted  to  an  elected  senator.  In  order 
that  the  matter  may  be  fairly  considered, 
I  move : 

That  the  clause  be  amended  by  the  omission 
of  the  following  words  : — “the  governor  of  the 
state,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  executive 
council  thereof,  may  appoint  a  senator  to  fill 
such  vacancy  until  the  next  session  of  the  par¬ 
liament  of  the  state,  when.” 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY:  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  amendment  will  hardly  accom¬ 
plish  the  object  of  my  hon.  friend,  Mr. 
Barton.  Bat  I  do  think  it  is  necessary  to 
have  some  provision  for  filling  these  vacan¬ 
cies.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  not 
to  allow  a  senator  possibly  to  be  appointed 
by  the  government  and  to  have  some  per¬ 
son  chosen  in  his  place  immediately  after- 
vrards  to  represent  the  colony.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  is  far  better,  I 
think,  that  the  parliament,  if  necessary, 
should  be  immediately  called  together  to 
choose  a  senator,  or  the  matter  could  be 
delayed  if  the  senate  is  not  likely  to  meet. 
I  object  altogether  to  the  governor  ap¬ 
pointing  a  senator  to  fill  a  vacancy.  If  the 
amendment  be  carried  it  wdll  only  apply 
to  filling  a  vacancy  that  occurred  during  a 
recess  of  parliament,  which  of  course  is 
not  what  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
means.  His  idea  is  that  if  a  vacancy 
occurs  whether  parliament  is  in  session  or 
in  recess  it  should  fill  the  vacancy.  There¬ 
fore  it  is  necessary  to  strike  out  the  words 
‘‘during  the  recess  of  the  parliament.^' 

Mr.  Barton  :  They  should  go  out.  I 
omitted  to  include  them  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  If  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  will  move  the  omission  of  those  words 
I  shall  support  him. 

[J/r.  Barton, 


Mr.  Barton  :  I  accept  the  suggestion 
of  my  hon.  friend, 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  would  suggest 
that  it  would  be  better  to  alter  the  clause 
to  read  as  follows  : — 

That  when  the  place  of  a  senator  becomes 
vacant  during  a  session  of  the  parliament  of  the 
state  wiiich  he  represented  such  vacancy  shall 
continue  until  the  next  session  of  the  jxuliament 
of  the  state. 

]\Ir.  DEAKIN :  The  vacancy  would  con¬ 
tinue  if  you  do  not  make  any  provision  for 
it.  Why  this  extraordinary  alarm  and  dread 
of  the  action  of  the  executive  ?  What  is  a 
senator  under  the  constitution  as  proposed  ? 
He  is  to  be  elected  by  the  two  houses  of 
parliament.  And  wdiat  is  the  executive  ? 
The  executive  is  the  acting  committee  of 
those  houses  of  parliament  whicli  represents, 
at  all  events,  a  majority  in  one  of  them,  and 
usually  a  majority  in  both  of  them.  What 
more  fitting  can  it  be  than  that  the  tempor¬ 
ary  committee  wdiicli  acts  for  j)arliament 
in  every  other  matter  when  it  is  not  sit¬ 
ting,  which  takes  upon  its  shoulders  enor¬ 
mous  responsibilities  in  the  discharge  of 
its  duties  out  of  session  trusting  to  parlia¬ 
ment  to  approve  of  its  action  —  w’bat 
possible  objection  can  there  bo  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  taking  the  responsibility  before  par¬ 
liament  meets  of  appointing  a  man  to  fill  a 
temporary  vacancy  ?  Tlie  bouse  has  the 
power,  and  the  necessary  power  if  it  likes, 
to  after w^ards  reject  the  nominee  of  the 
government.  Any  advantage  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  may  gain  is  given  to  its  nominee 
by  the  fact  of  his  appointment  for  a  slioit 
time,  and  the  claim  lie  miglit  be  considered 
to  have  on  the  consideration  of  his  fellow- 
members  on  that  account.  Tliat  is  the 
only  possible  circumstance  whicli  can  be 
alleged  against  the  proposition.  Surely 
that  is  a  small  circumstance.  What  other 
proposition  can  be  made  wdiich  can  equal 
the  representative  character  of  an  appoint¬ 
ment  by  the  permanent  executive  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  parliament  can  itself  speedily 
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reverse  if  it  f^o  please.  The  opposition  is 
rather  curious,  coming  as  it  does  from 
members  of  governments  who  enjoy  and 
exercise  many  similar  prerogatives  by  the 
permission  and  with  the  authority  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  and,  surely  if  a  ministry  cannot 
be  trusted  to  make  temporary  nominations 
to  a  house  wliich  is  to  represent  its  state 
temporarily  and  in  emergency,  what  is  a 
government  competent  to  do  ? 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER :  This  clause  is 
no  new-fangled  idea  of  the  committee ; 
but  they  took  it  from  the  most  illustrious 
commonwealth  which  the  world  has  known, 
and  adopted  it  practically  verbatim  as 
nearly  as  it  could  be  adopted.  In  the 
United  States  of  America  a  temporary 
vacancy  is  filled  by  the  executive  in  iden¬ 
tically  the  same  way  which  is  proposed  to 
be  followed  here,  and  certainly  no  country 
that  we  have  ever  heard  of  insisted  more 
on  the  popular  voice  in  the  selection  of 
representatives ;  but  still  they  thought  on 
the  other  hand  it  would  be  far  better  to  have 
some  mode  of  election  for  a  little  while, 
which  was  not  quite  the  best  that  they 
would  like,  than  be  for  a  time  absolutely 
unrepresented.  I  can  see  no  objection  to 
the  clause. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  Might  I  make  a  sug¬ 
gestion  to  those  who  appear  to  object  to 
the  clause?  I  confess  I  do  not  see  any 
objection,  under  the  circumstances,  to  leav¬ 
ing  the  nomination  to  the  governor-in¬ 
council.  1  would  suggest,  however,  that 
the  matter  is  of  no  importance  if  the  fede¬ 
ral  parliament  is  not  in  session,  and  the 
chances  are  that  both  the  local  parlia¬ 
ments  and  the  federal  parliament  will  be  in 
session  as  nearly  as  possible  at  one  and  the 
same  time.  If  the  governor-in-council  were 
only  called  upon  to  make  an  appointment 
to  enable  a  representative  of  a  state  to 
be  present  when  the  Federal  Parliament 
was  doing  work,  we  might  at  once  meet 
the  case  by  providing  that  in  the  event  of 
the  federal  parliament  being  in  session  and 


a  vacancy  occurring,  a  nomination  might 
be  made  by  the  governor-in-council. 

Mr.  BARTON :  I  w'ould  mention  that 
if  an  amendment  of  this  kind  is  to  be 
made,  it  had  better  come  in  at  the  end  of 
clause  20,  wliich  provides  for  the  notifica¬ 
tion  of  vacancies.  In  that  case,  it  would 
be  better  to  omit  tliLs  clause  altogether. 
The  20th  clause  reads  : 

Upon  the  happening  of  a  vacancy  in  the 
senate,  the  president,  or  if  there  is  no  president, 
or  the  president  is  absent  from  the  common¬ 
wealth,  the  governor -general  shall  forthwith 
notify  the  same  to  the  governor  of  the  state 
which  the  senator  whose  place  is  vacated  repre¬ 
sented. 

And  we  might  add  the  words: 

and  the  houses  of  parliament  of  the  state  shall 

in  their  next  session  choose  a  senator  to  fill  the 

vacancy. 

Amendment  negatived  ;  clause,  as  read, 
agreed  to. 

Clause  15.  Tlie  qualifications  of  a  senator 
shall  be  as  follows  : — 

(1 .)  Hemustbeof  the  fullageof  thirty  years, 
and  must,  when  chosen,  be  an  elector 
entitled  to  vote  in  some  state  at  the  elec-  5 
tion  of  members  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
must  have  been  for  five  years  at  the  least 
a  resident  within  the  limits  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  as  existing  at  the  time  when  he  10 
is  chosen  ; 

(2.)  He  must  be  either  a  natural  born  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  Queen,  or  a  subject  of  the 
Queen  naturalised  by  or  uuder  a  law  of 
the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  15 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  of  the 
parliament  of  one  of  the  said  colonies,  or 
of  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth 
or  of  a  state. 

Mr.  MACDONALD-PATERSON :  I 
observe  in  this  clause  an  important  quali¬ 
fication — namely,  that  an  aspirant  to  the 
position  of  senator  shall  have  been  for  at 
least  five  years  a  resident  within  the  limits 
of  the  commonwealth.  As  an  Australian 
of  something  like  thirty  years’  standing,  I 
feel  that  this  period  is  too  short.  I  think 
most  delegates  will  admit  that  you  cannot 
convert  a  new  chum  into  an  Australian, 
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that  you  cannot  thoroughly  tincture  him 
with  Australian  sentiment  and  knowledge 
within  a  period  of  five  years.  Our  anti¬ 
cipation  is  that  we  shall  have  purely 
Australian  action,  sentiment,  and  know¬ 
ledge  in  the  federal  parliament,  and  if  lion, 
members  think  they  will  find  all  these 
qualities  in  an  individual  who  has  lived  in 
Australia  only  five  years,  then  I  much 
misapprehend  what  I  have  heard  during 
the  last  thirty  years.  I  respectfully  urge 
hon.  members  to  think  the  matter  over, 
and  with  a  view  to  bring  it  to  an  issue, 
and  to  hear  a  little  discussion  on  the  part 
of  those  who  are  older  than  myself,  I 
move  : 

That  the  word  five,”  line  8,  be  omitted  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  “  ten.” 

Mr.  J.  FOKIIEST  :  I  altogether  dis¬ 
agree  with  the  amendment.  I  think  the 
clause  should  contain  no  qualification  of 
this  sort,  and  that  we  should  trust  the 
various  legislatures  to  do  what  is  beneficial 
and  right  in  the  interests  of  their  respec¬ 
tive  colonies.  The  matter  would  be  per¬ 
fectly  secure  in  the  hands  of  the  lemsla- 

•/  o 

tures.  Is  it  likely  that  a  legislature  would 
elect  an  unfit  person — a  person  having  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  state  he  repre¬ 
sented  ?  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  no 
such  contingency  is  likely  to  arise.  In 
the  case  of  members  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  no  period  of  residence  within 
the  commonwealth  is  prescnbed  as  a 
qualification  ;  and  if  you  can  tru.st  the 
people  to  elect  fitting  persons  to  the  house 
of  representatives  without  such  a  qualifi¬ 
cation,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  you 
should  not  place  equal  trust  in  the  par¬ 
liaments  of  the  respective  colonies.  There 
is  another  point.  We  propose  to  form  a 
commonwealth  of  Australia,  and  are  we 
to  prohibit  people  of  our  own  race,  born  in 
other  portions  of  the  British  dominions, 
from  becoming  senators  until  tliey  have 
been  resident  in  the  commonwealth  for 
a  certain  period  i  No  such  prohibition  is 
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placed  upon  Australians  residing  in  the 
old  country.  Any  Australian,  resident  in 
England,  can  at  once,  if  the  electors  desire, 
become  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  Englishman  coming  to  these 
colonies  should  not  at  once  be  eligible  for 
the  position  of  senator  if  the  legislature  of 
one  of  the  colonies  desired  his  appoint¬ 
ment.  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  the  amend¬ 
ment,  and  if  I  had  my  way  I  w^ould  place 
no  more  restriction  upon  the  elegibility  of 
senators  than  we  place  upon  the  eligi¬ 
bility  of  members  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives. 

Mr.  AD  YE  DOUGLAS:  When  the 
amendment  now  before  the  Committee  has 
been  disposed  of,  I  propose  to  move  the 
omission  of  all  the  words  of  the  1st  sub¬ 
clause  after  the  first  wmrd,  common¬ 
wealth.’^ 

The  Chairman  :  The  hon.  member  can¬ 
not  move  such  an  amendment,  unless  the 
amendment  now  before  the  Committee  be 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  MACDONALD-PATEBSON  :  I 
am  willing,  for  the  purposes  of  discussion, 
to  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  AD  YE  DOUGLAS  :  I  begto  move: 

That  the  words  and  must  have  been,”  lines 
7  and  8,  be  omitted. 

My  object  is  to  leave  the  option  of  choos¬ 
ing  a  senator  on  the  same  ground  as  it  is 
left  in  the  case  of  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  whose  only  qualification 
is  that  they  shall  be  of  full  age.  It  has 
been  admitted  by  nearly  all  hon.  members 
that  the  house  of  representatives  is  to 
have  charge  of  all  financial  business,  and 
therefore  it  will  be  tlic  most  important 
branch  of  the  legislature.  Why  should  a 
member  of  that  house  be  admitted  without 
any  restriction,  while  you  impose  this 
absurd  qualification  of  five  years’  resi¬ 
dence?  I  presume  it  must  be  continuous 
residence,  so  that  if  a  man  leaves  the 
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colony  for  two  or  three  years,  still  liaving 
property  in  it,  when  he  returns  he  will 
have  to  serve  a  sentence  of  five  years’  re¬ 
sidence  before  he  is  eligible.  Cannot  we 
trust  tlie  states  legislatures  or  the  people  to 
choose  the  8enatoi*s  1  This  is  a  most  absurd 
restriction,  without  sense  or  meaning. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  ques¬ 
tion  deserves  consideration.  Personally,  I 
confess  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  this  quali¬ 
fication.  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  J.  Forrest,  that  the 
legislatures  should  be  trusted  to  elect  the 
best  men  they  can  find.  What  is  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  this  restriction?  To  keep  out  new 
chums,  I  hear  an  hon.  member  suggest. 
Why  not  elect  new  chums  if  the  states  wish 
to  have  them  as  members  ?  I  believe  in 
trusting  the  states  as  much  as  possible ; 
surely  they  are  fit  to  be  trusted  to  select 
a  man,  even  if  he  has  only  been  four  and 
a  half  years  in  the  country,  if  no  better 
man  can  be  found. 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  I  think  there  ought 
to  be  some  such  qualification.  Tlie  argu¬ 
ment  used  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  J. 
Forre.st,  was  that  it  is  wrong  for  us  to 
institute  a  qualification  which  does  not 
exist  in  the  case  of  a  person  going  from 
Australia  to  Great  Britain.  The  circum¬ 
stances  are  entirely  different.  We  depend 
in  Australia,  as  the  American  common¬ 
wealth  has  depended,  on  immigration.  We 
must  liave  immigration  on  a  very  exten¬ 
sive  scale  before  we  can  fully  develop  our 
resources,  and  accomplish  all  we  hope  for 
as  the  result  of  establishing  this  constitu¬ 
tion,  We  have  all  kinds  of  nationalities 
coming  here.  There  are  fairly  good  men 
among  all  nationalities,  but  if  the  clause 
is  passed  without  this  qualification  a  man 
might  come  here  and,  without  any  know¬ 
ledge  of,  or  any  particular  sympathy  with, 
our  institutions,  would  be  eligible  as  a 
member  of  the  senate.  I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  quite  right.  I  agree  with  the 
Lon.  member,  Mr.  ^lacdonald-Paterson, 


that  a  man  without  a  short  term  of  resi¬ 
dence  does  not  become  sufficiently  familiar 
with  the  habits  of  Australians,  with  our 
ways  of  thought  and  modes  of  action  ;  and 
we  have  a  particular  kind  of  feeling  in 
which  cei-tain  characters  who  come  here 
with  new  ideas  find  very  suitable  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  carrying  out  their  particular 
projects.  We  ought  not  to  allow  Austra¬ 
lia  to  be  a  field  for  exploitation  by  foreign 
adventurers.  To  a  great  extent  we  welcome 
all  foreigners,  but  we  ought  not  to  allow 
persons  who  perhaps  have  made  themselves 
rather  objectionable  in  the  countries  where 
they  have  lived  to  come  here,  and  under 
the  cover  of  this  very  liberal  provision  seek 
to  give  effect  to  the  views  which  they  were 
not  able  to  carry  into  effect  elsewhere.  We 
cannot  do  better  than  follow  the  example 
of  the  United  States  in  this  respect,  which 
have  provided  that  a  man  must  be  30 
years  of  age  before  he  is  eligible  as  a 
senator.  That  is  very  properly  copied  in 
this  bilk  But  it  is  further  pro\uded  that 
a  man  must  be  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the 
states  before  he  is  eligible  as  a  senator. 

Mr.  J.  Forrest  :  That  is  with  respect 
to  foreigners.  This  deals  with  our  own 
race  1 

Mr.  RITTLEDGE  :  We  shall  liave  to 
depend  to  a  great  extent  upon  foreign 
immigration. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Are  Englishmen 
to  be  foreigners  to  us  1 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  I  certainly  think 
that  we  ought  to  require  some  guarantee 
from  foreigners  who  come  here  that  they 
should  be  qualified  for  a  seat  in  the  senate. 

Mr.  MARMION :  The  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Rutledgj,  has  alluded  to  the  necessity 
for  immigi*ation  from  the  outside  world  to 
this  young  country.  In  adopting  the  line 
of  action  which  that  hon.  member  seemed 
inclined  to  suggest,  we  should  be  placing 
a  protective  barrier  on  immigration  of  the 
best  character,  and  we  would  say  to  men 
from  the  outside  world  of  talent  and 


60S 


Australia  BilL 


[2  April,  1891.] 


Commonwealth  of 

political  ability,  that  they  must  reside  here 
for  a  long  period  of  years  before  they 
could  hold  that  position  to  which  their 
ability  entitled  them.  Under  the  consti¬ 
tutions  of  most  of  the  Australian  colonies, 
a  man  cannot  become  an  elector  until  he 
lias  resided  in  the  colony  for  six  or  twelve 
months.  Until  he  becomes  an  elector,  he 
is  not  eligible  as  a  senator,  therefore 
some  period  of  residence  must  elapse  be¬ 
fore  any  newcomer  is  eligible.  As  to 
tlie  danger  or  fear  of  foreign  adventur¬ 
ers  being  selected  by  tlie  various  parlia¬ 
ments  to  fill  the  high  position  of  senators, 
surely  we  have  more  confidence  than  that 
in  those  parliaments.  Surely  we  would  not 
give  them  such  large  powers,  unless  we 
thought  they  would  be  exercised  discreetly. 
Do  we  imagine  for  a  moment  that  they 
Avould  place  the  gi'eat  powers  given  to  the 
senators  under  the  act  in  the  hands  of  ad¬ 
venturers  and  strangers  ]  May  we  not  be 
accused  of  endeavouring  to  impose  a  sort 
of  protection  on  the  introduction  of  men  of 
genius,  talent,  and  political  ability  1  May 
we  not  give  in  exceptional  cases  to  men  of 
ability  those  chances  that  each  and  all  of 
us  who  happen  to  be  natives,  or  to  have 
resided  many  years  in  Australasia,  will 
have  of  attaining  to  high  positions  in  the 
federal  legislature  1  It  would  be  by  far 
the  best  to  strike  out  the  words  as  sus:- 
gested  by  an  hon.  member,  and  wipe  out 
what  seems  to  me  a  little  blot  upon  this 
bill,  which  we  are  endeavouring  to  make 
as  perfect  as  possible. 

]Mr.  CLARK  :  The  only  valid  argument 
which  has  been  urged  in  favour  of  the 
amendment  is  that  used  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Marmion,  that  we  ought  to  trust 
the  legislatures.  If  the  Convention  is 
prepared  to  accept  the  application  of  that 
principle  in  its  entirety,  I  am  silenced  ; 
but  it  is  not  prepared  to  do  that.  We 
have  already  said  that  there  shall  be  one 
qualification,  namely,  that  a  man  must  be 
30  years  of  age  befcn*e  he  is  eligible  for  a 
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seat  in  tlie  senate.  If  we  are  going  to 
trust  the  state  legislatures  absolutely  let 
us  take  away  that  restriction.  There  are 
many  men  of  genius  and  talent  who  are 
under  30  years  of  age.  We  know  that 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  statesmen  Eng¬ 
land  has  ever  had  was  prime  minister  at 
the  age  of  27,  and  that  w'e  may  have  very 
brilliant  men  25,  26,  or  27  years  of  age, 
but  you  will  not  allow  them  to  be  elected 
members  of  the  senate.  We  have  already 
put  a  limit  to  the  discretion  of  the  state 
legislatures,  therefore  the  hon.  member’s 
argument  is  gone. 

Mr.  MARMION  :  Hardly,  because  it  is 
generally  considered  that  age  gives  stability 
and  steadiness  of  character,  though  it  may 
not  always  give  a  greater  amount  of  wis¬ 
dom.  There  may  bo  reasons  for  imposing 
a  restriction  as  to  age.  Therefore,  that 
argument  does  not  apply. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY*  :  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  agree  with  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  J. 
Forrest. 

Mr.  Munro  :  For  the  first  time  in  your 
life  I 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  The  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  who  said  that  knows  very  little  of  our 
previous  meetings.  I  think  there  is  very 
little  in  the  argument  that  was  used  by 
the  last  sj)eaker,  that,  because  you  provide 
for  one  qualification,  you  should  there¬ 
fore  impose  anothei’.  That  is,  ha\iiigmade 
one  mistake,  you  should  go  further.  How¬ 
ever,  whether  it  is  a  mistake  or  not,  it 
w'ould  bo  no  argument.  Y^ou  might  say 
that  the  qualification  wdiich  was  put  in 
was  a  good  one,  and  therefore  you  must 
put  in  another  ;  but  you  have  to  prove  it 
to  be  good,  first  of  all.  I  think  it  is  quite 
a  mistake  to  put  these  conditions  into  the 
bill.  I  cannot  imagine  what  necessity 
there  is  for  them  in  this  young  country. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MACDONALD-PATERSON :  I 
hope  hon.  members  will  excuse  my  not 
replying  to  the  arguments  which  have  been 


C oifiiTiionwecilih  of  [2  April,  1891.]  Australia  Bill.  609 


adduced,  as  I  am  suffering  from  an  affec¬ 
tion  of  the  tliroat.  I  will  content  myself 
by  moving  : 

That  the  word  ‘‘fiv-e,”  line  8,  be  omitted  with 
the  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word 
^‘seven.’^ 

After  consulting  with  several  hon.  dele¬ 
gates  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  substitution  of  the  word  ‘‘  seven'’  will 
meet  the  case. 

Captain  PcUSSELL  :  I  hold  that  five 
years  is  decidedly  a  long  time.  We  should 
have  some  evidence  that  a  man  is  a  bond 
Jide  Australian  before  allowing  him  to  be¬ 
come  a  senator ;  but  we  ought  not  to  fix 
such  a  long  period  of  residence  in  Aus¬ 
tralia  as  seven  years  to  make  him  eligible. 
I  suggest  that  the  w'ord  ‘‘  three  ”  be  sub¬ 
stituted  for  the  word  “  five.” 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  propose  what 
I  think  will  be  a  fair  test.  I  understand 
hon.  members  to  require  that  a  person  shall 
have  a  fair  knowledge  of  Australian  affairs 
before  he  is  eligible  for  election  to  the 
senate.  Well,  then,  constitute  a  board  be¬ 
fore  which  all  immigrants  can  be  examined. 
Then  you  will  not  act  unjustly  to  those 
who  have  that  knowdedge.  I  shall  propose 
wdiat  I  have  suggested  as  an  amendment. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  would  point  out 
that  we  have  already  a  board  appointed  to 
ascertain  whether  a  man  has  been  three  or 
five  years  in  the  country  before  he  is  eli¬ 
gible  by  his  having  been  a  member  of  one 
of  the  state  legislatures.  A  man  ought  to 
have  some  experience  in  the  country  before 
he  is  appointed  a  senator. 

jSIr.  BARTON  :  I  intend  to  vote  for 
the  omission  of  the  w’ord  “  five,”  because 
I  think  five  years  too  long  a  period.  I 
think  that  it  ought  to  be  reduced  to  three 
years.  If  a  legislature  cannot  find  out  in 
three  years  whether  a  man  is  fit  to  be 
trusted  they  will  never  find  it  out. 

Mr.  LOTON  :  As  far  as  I  am  concerned 
I  siiall  have  very  much  pleasure  in  voting 
for  the  clause  as  it  stands.  We  have  had 
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a  lot  of  argument  about  foreigners  and 
strangers,  or  people  who  may  have  lived 
in  Australia  only  a  few  years,  not  being 
eligible  for  election  to  the  senate.  If  this 
pilvilege  is  denied  them,  because  they 
have  been  in  the  colony  only  a  year  or 
two,  wdiat  other  courses  are  open  to  them  ? 
The  parliaments  of  the  states  are  open  to 
them,  and  the  house  of  representatives  is 
open  to  them  when  they  have  been  in  the 
colony  a  very  short  time.  In  my  opinion 
we  want  as  senators  men  who  have  some 
practical  knowledge  of  Australia.  Let 
them  gain  that  practical  knowledge  if  they 
desire  to  enter  either  the  state  parliaments 
or  the  senate  of  the  federal  parliament.  I 
do  not  think  that  five  years  is  too  long  a 
term  during  wdiich  a  man  should  be  in 
Australia  before  he  is  eligible  for  election 
as  a  member  of  the  senate. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (Mr.  J.  Forrest)  negatived ; 

That  the  word  “five”  be  omitted  with  the 
view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  “  three.” 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  I  wish  to  suggest 
that  at  the  end  of  the  clause  the  words 
“  for  the  space  of  five  years  ”  be  added. 
Under  the  different  constitutions  which 
have  been  recognised  a  foreigner  does  not 
stand  in  the  same  position  as  a  British 
subject,  even  though  he  take  out  letters  of 
naturalisation,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
very  desirable  if  the  same  principle  were 
recognised  in  the  federal  constitution, 
namely,  that  a  man  is  not,  because  he  takes 
out  letters  of  naturalisation  to-day,  en¬ 
titled  to  sit  in  the  senate  to-morrow'.  I 
venture  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of 
hon.  members  the  desirability  of  making 
some  limitation  such  as  I  suggest,  namely, 
that  for  a  period  of  five  years  after  taking 
out  letters  of  naturalisation  a  foreigner 
should  not  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the 
senate.  This  restriction  is  carried  to  a 
much  greater  extent  in  the  Victorian  Con¬ 
stitution,  because  a  foreigner  is  not  allowed 
to  sit  in  the  Legislative  Council  tliere  until 
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tenyeai*s  have  elapsed  since  he  took  out  let- 
lei's  of  naturalisation,  and  inasiuucli  as 
it  is  provided  tliat  a  [)erson  must  be 
“  either  a  natural  born  subject  of  the 
Queen/'  or  a  subject  of  the  Queen  natural¬ 
ised  by  law,  who  has  resided  in  the  com¬ 
monwealth  for  live  years,  and  who  is  30 
years  of  age,  before  he  is  eligible  for  elec¬ 
tion  as  a  senator,  I  think  we  should  make 
this  limitation  with  regard  to  naturalised 
subjects.  1  believe  that  the  hon.  member 
in  charge  of  the  bill  will  see  that  the  pro- 
posiil  is  not  an  unreasonable  one,  and  I 
hope  he  will  see  his  way  clear  to  accept  it. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think 
there  is  a  great  deal  in  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  gentleman,  and  that  it  ought  to 
be  adopted.  I  therefore  move  : 

That  at  the  end  of  the  clause  the  following 
words  be  added  : — “  at  least  live  years  before 
he  is  chosen.'* 

]Mr.  CuTHBERT  :  I  accept  that ! 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  :  IMay  I  a.sk  the  reason 
of  the  words,  “  or  of  a  state,”  at  the  end 
of  the  clause  ]  It  appears  to  me  that  they 
are  not  necessar}^ 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  They  have 
been  inserted  because,  although  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  give  the  federal  parliament  power 
to  legislate  on  this  subject,  yet,  as  an  inter¬ 
val  may  elapse  before  that  power  is  exer¬ 
cised,  the  states  may  continue  to  amend 
their  laws  with  regard  to  naturalisation, 
and  the  clause  provides  that  naturalisation 
under  their  laws  shall  be  equivalent  to  a 
law  passed  before  the  establishment  of  the 
commonwealth. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  1 6.  The  senate  shall,  at  its  first  meet¬ 
ing  and  before  i)roceeding  to  the  despatch  of 
any  other  business,  choose  a  senator  to  l^e  the 
president  of  the  senate  ;  and  as  often  as  the 
5  office  of  president  becomes  vacant  the  senate 
shall  choose  another  senator  to  be  the  presi¬ 
dent  ;  and  the  president  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  senate  ;  and  the  choice  of  the 
president  sliall  be  made  known  to  the  go- 
10  vernor- general  by  a  deputation  of  the  senate, 
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The  president  may  be  removed  from  office  by 
a  vote  of  the  senate.  He  may  resign  his  office  ; 
and  upon  his  ceasing  to  be  a  senator  his  office 
shall  become  vacant. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 
member,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  has  pointed 
out  to  me  an  inaccuracy  in  this  clause. 
It  occurs  in  the  sixth  line,  in  the  words, 
“  shall  choose  another  senator  to  be  presi¬ 
dent.”  The  retiring  president  may  cease 
to  be  a  member  of  the  senate  during  a 
recess  and  be  re-elected  before  the  next 
session  ;  but  these  words  might  indicate 
that  he  could  not  be  re  elected.  I  propose 
to  make  the  clause  read,  “shall  again 
choose  a  senator  to  be  the  president,”  and 
I  therefore  move  : 

That  in  line  6,  after  the  word  “sliall,”  the 
word  “again”  be  inserted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
agreed  to  : 

That  in  line  6,  the  w’ord  “another ** be  omitte<l 
with  a  view  to  the  insertion  in  lieu  thereof  of 
the  word  “a.** 

Mr.  Loton  :  How  is  the  president  to 
resign  his  office  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  do  not 
know  of  any  instance  in  which  that  is  ex¬ 
pressly  provided.  The  manner  in  which  I 
have  known  the  resignation  of  a  speaker  to 
be  communicated  to  the  house  is  by  letter 
informing  the  clerk.  In  this  case  the  pre¬ 
sident  would  be  appointed  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Loton  :  In  most  of  the  colonial  legis¬ 
latures  the  president  of  the  upper  house 
sends  his  resignation  to  the  governor  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  That  is 
because  he  is  appointed  by  the  governor. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  should  like  to 
ask  what  is  the  necessity  for  saying  that 

the  choice  of  tlie  president  shall  be  made  known 
to  tlie  governor-general  by  a  deputation  of  the 
senate  ? 

I  know  that  it  is  the  practice  upon  his 
election  to  office  for  the  speaker  of  the 
assembly,  accompanied  by  such  members 
as  care  to  go  with  him,  to  go  to  Govern- 
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ment  House  to  acquaint  the  governor  that 
he  has  been  chosen  speaker ;  but  tliis 
looks  a  more  formal  affair.  Is  this  depu¬ 
tation  to  be  specially  appointed,  or  is  the 
president  to  say  that  he  is  going  to  the 
governor-general,  and  request  hoii.  mem¬ 
bers  to  accompany  him?  The  words,  ‘’by 
a  deputation  of  the  senate,”  make  it  ap- 
peiir  that  a  formal  deputation  will  have  to 
be  appointed  for  the  express  purpose  of  in¬ 
forming  the  go vernor-general  of  the  election 
of  the  president.  I,  therefore,  move  : 

That  in  line  10  the  words  “by  a  deputation 
of  the  senate  ”  be  struck  out. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  in¬ 
tention  of  the  committee  in  using  those 
words  was  to  crystallise  the  existing  prac¬ 
tice.  The  practice  in  the  colonies  varies. 
In  the  houses  of  some  of  the  colonies  a  de¬ 
putation  is  appointed;  in  others  the  whole 
body  go,  or  as  many  as  please.  I  appre¬ 
hend  that  the  manner  in  which  practical 
effect  will  be  given  to  this  clause  will  be 
by  the  house  directing  that  the  choice  of 
the  president  be  made  known  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  general  by  the  president,  with  so 
many  members  as  may  think  fit  to  accom¬ 
pany  him. 

Sir  John  Bray:  Take  out  the  vrord 
“  deputation  ”! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  No.  If 
you  leave  it  “  by  the  senate”  it  must  be 
done  by  written  communication,  because 
the  senate  can  only  act  by  means  of  some 
written  document.  Another  point  which 
I  have  omitted  to  mention  is,  that  it  oc¬ 
curred  to  the  committee  that  it  would  be 
more  respectful  to  the  governor-general  to 
make  the  choice  known  by  members  of  the 
senate  attending  personally  upon  him. 

Amendment  negatived ;  clause  agi'eed  to. 

Clause  19  (Disqualification  of  senator  by 
absence). 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  desire  to  ask  why  it 
is  necessary  tliat  leave  of  absence  shall  bo 
entered  on  the  journals  of  the  parliament  ? 
I  think  that  is  superfluous. 


Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  It  was 
thought  by  the  committee  that  there 
should  be  a  formal  record  of  leave  of 
absence.  It  is  a  serious  matter.  It  might 
be  said,  ‘‘The  senate  unanimously  agreed 
that  a  member  should  be  allowed  to  be 
away  ;  they  all  took  it  for  granted.”  These 
matters,  however,  ought  not  to  be  taken 
for  granted. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  22  (Quorum  of  senate). 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think 
it  right  to  call  attention  to  the  condition 
that  the  presence  of  one- third  of  the  whole 
number  of  senators  shall  be  necessary  to 
form  a  quorum.  I  believe,  in  most  con¬ 
stitutions,  excepting  those  of  Great  Britain 
— in  which  term  I  include  those  of  the 
British  possessions — the  rule  is  that  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  members  of  the  house  shall  be 
necessary  to  be  present  in  order  to  consti¬ 
tute  a  quorum.  There  is  a  great  deal  to 
be  said  in  favour  of  that  view  ;  but  the 
committee,  after  carefully  considering  the 
matter,  thought  it  would  be  safe,  in  the 
meantime,  to  say  that  one-third  of  the 
number  of  senators  should  form  a  quorum. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2.3  (Voting  in  senate). 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  desire 
to  say  a  word  upon  this  clause.  It  will 
be  observed  that  we  have  not  used  the  ex¬ 
pression,  “  The  president  shall  in  all  eases 
have  a  vote.”  It  was  thought  that,  in 
many  cases,  he  might  nob  wish  to  vote  ; 
and  if  it  had  been  stated  that  he  should 
have  a  vote,  it  might  have  been  taken  to 
mean  that  he  was  bound  to  vote  in  every 
division,  and  this  might  not  be  desimble. 
If  we  only  gave  him  a  casting  vote,  a 
question  might  be  carried  to  which  he  was 
opposed,  and  in  which  his  state  took  a 
great  interest,  because  there  might  be  a 
majority  of  one  without  his  vote.  In  that 
case  his  state  would  be  deprived  of  its  duo 
influence.  Therefore,  we  have  drafted  the 
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clause  ill  its  present  form.  He  may  vote 
against  a  question,  and  when  there  is  a  tie 
the  question  passes  in  the  negative. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Part  ///. — The  Home  of  Reiyrcsentatives, 
Clause  24.  The  house  of  representatives 
shall  be  composed  of  members  chosen  every 
three  years  by  the  people  of  the  seveml 
states,  according  to  their  respective  niim- 
5  l>ers ;  and  until  the  parliament  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  otherwise  provides,  each  state 
shall  have  one  representative  for  every  thirty 
thousand  of  its  people. 

Provided  that  in  the  case  of  any  of  the 
10  existing  colonies  of  New  South  Wales,  New 
Zealand,  Queensland,  Tasmania,  Victoria, 
and  Western  Australia,  and  the  province  of 
South  Austi'alia^  until  the  numl)er  of  the 
people  is  such  as  to  entitle  the  state  to  four 
15  representatives,  it  shall  have  four  representa¬ 
tives. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  Before  this  clause  is  de¬ 
cided  I  should  like  to  ask  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  whether  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  was  carefully  directed 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of 
Canada  in  reference  to  this  matter  1  The 
committee  has  copied  the  provisions  of 
the  American  Constitution,  and  they  have 
still  further  copied  the  provisions  of  the 
American  Constitution  in  clause  30,  where 
they  say  : 

number  of  members  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  may  be  from  time  to  time  increased 
or  diminished  by  the  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  but  so  that  the  proportionate  representa¬ 
tion  of  the  several  states,  according  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  their  people - 

I  think  it  will  be  found  that  that  cannot 
be  worked  out.  Where  you  have  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  people  entitled  to  a  repre¬ 
sentation,  you  can  never  have  proportion¬ 
ate  representation,  because  in  the  states 
there  w’ill  always  be  a  fraction  over,  some¬ 
times  more,  and  sometimes  le.ss.  That  has 
been  found  to  be  the  case  in  America,  and 
great  difficulties  have  arisen  in  thatcountry 
in  w’orking out  this  problem.  Asa  matter 
of  fact,  it  is  stated  by  all  the  writers  on 
the  subject  that  there  never  has  been  pro- 
[*Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 


portionate  representation  according  to  the 
number  of  the  peoi)le  in  the  respective 
states.  Tlie  matter  may  not  bo  a  very  im¬ 
portant  one  now,  when  there  is  one  repre¬ 
sentative  for  30,000  people;  but  supposing 
that,  by-and-by,  as  we  all  hope  and  believe 
will  be  the  case,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
states  increase  largely  in  number,  and  we 
only  give  to  each  150,000  people  one  re¬ 
presentative.  In  that  case  the  fraction 
which  is  unrepresented  may  be  very  great 
indeed.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  have 
adopted  a  very  much  better  provision  in 
Canada,  a  provision  which  is  self-acting, 
and  which  has  another  great  advantage, 
namely,  that  it  has  a  tendency  to  curtail  a 
too  great  number  of  representatives.  They 
have,  for  instance,  fixed  that  one  of  the 
provinces — Quebec — shall  be  entitled  to  a 
specified  numberof  representatives,  and  that 
all  the  other  provinces  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  same  proportion  of  representatives  as 
their  population  bears  to  tliat  of  Quebec. 

Mr.  Clark  :  That  will  not  get  rid  of 
fractions  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  It  does  to  a  far  greater 
extent  than  does  the  American  Constitu¬ 
tion,  and  it  is  self-acting,  and  it  does  not 
call  for  the  interference  of  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  from  time  to  time  to  alter  the 
number  of  people  who  are  entitled  to  a 
repre.sentative.  I  do  not  desire  to  move 
an  amendment,  but  I  wfish  to  ask  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  whether  the 
committee  carefully  considered  the  two 
systems,  and  what  are  the  reasons  why 
they  Iiave  adopted  the  American  system? 

Mr,  Playford  :  Because  we  could  not 
get  a  good  basis  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  The 
answer  is  that  no  state  in  Australia  at  the 
present  time  corresponds  to  the  position 
which  was  occupied  by  the  province  of 
Quebec  at  the  time  of  the  establishment 
of  the  Canadian  Constitution.  Quebec  was 
a  thoroughly  well  settled  state,  in  which 
the  population  scarcely  increased  at  all, 
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excepting  by  the  natural  increase  of  births 
over  deaths.  There  is  no  state  in  Aus¬ 
tralia  which  you  may  say  is  in  that  en¬ 
tirely  settled  condition.  Supposing  we 
had  taken,  for  instance,  the  state  of  Vic¬ 
toria,  which,  being  the  smallest  and  the 
most  densely  populated  so  far  as  its  area 
is  concerned,  may  be  said  to  be  the  most 
settled  .state.  Tt  is  quite  likely  that  Vic¬ 
toria  may  increase  very  largely.  If  you 
gave  a  fixed  number  of  members  to  Vic¬ 
toria  the  result  would  Ije  to  reduce  the 
number  of  members  of  any  other  state 
wdiicli  did  not  increase  so  fast.  If  you 
can  find  a  state  which  you  are  quite  sure 
will  increase  most  slowly  you  might  adopt 
that  principle  ;  but  w’hilst  the  matter  is 
quite  uncertain  you  w^ould  run  the  great 
risk  of  reducing  the  number  of  representa¬ 
tives  for  different  states,  which,  I  think, 
would  be  very  unfortunate. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  25.  The  qualiBcation  of  electors  of 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall  be 
in  each  state  that  which  is  prescribed  by  the 
law  of  the  state  as  the  qualification  for  electors 
of  the  more  numerous  house  of  the  j>arliament 
of  the  state. 

Mr.  DEAR  IN  :  Do  I  understand  that 
it  is  proposed  to  add  to  the  powers  of 
the  federal  parliament  a  provision  enabling 
them  to  fix  the  qualification  dealing  with 
this  question  ?  The  hon.  and  learned  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Clark,  alluded  to  this  question. 
At  present  the  qualification  of  electors  is 
left  absolutely  at  the  disposal  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  states,  without  any  power  of  obtain¬ 
ing  uniformity  through  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment,  even  if  the  federal  parliament  so 
desired.  It  is  not  necessary  to  interfere 
with  the  states  in  any  way ;  but  it  would 
be  as  well  to  endow  the  federal  parliament 
with  authority,  if  so  inclined,  to  adopt  a 
uniform  qualification  for  voters  for  the 
liouse  of  representatives. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GETFFITII  :  The  hon. 
gentleman  says  that  it  is  not  proposed  to 


interfere  with  the  powers  of  the  state,  but 
lie  suggests  that  -sve  should  give  power  to 
the  federal  parliament  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Deakix  :  No ;  to  fix  this  qualifi¬ 
cation  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Tliat  is 
interfering  with  the  power  of  the  states. 

Mr.  Deakix  :  Certainly  not ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  It  is  a 
question  as  to  which  system  should  be 
adopted.  The  committee  have  adopted 
the  American  system,  knowing  that  they 
were  a  democratic  people,  w^ho  did  not  fear 
to  let  the  states  fix  their  own  electoral 
qualifications;  in  fact,  Ave  have  adopted 
their  words,  “  the  qualification  for  electors 
of  the  more  numerous  house  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  state.”  I  know  there  is  a 
good  deal  to  be  said  on  either  side.  I  am 
not  now  contending  for  either  view.  I  am 
only  answering  the  hon.  gentkman^s  ques¬ 
tion.  We  did  consider  the  matter.  The 
provision  is  clearly  necessary  at  starting  ; 
and  we  thought  that  on  the  whole  it  would 
be  safer  to  let  the  parliaments  of  the  states 
continue  to  deaHvith  the  question  for  them¬ 
selves.  It  would  be  very  inconvenient, 
for  instance,  if  the  electors  for  the  house 
of  representatives  were  a  different  con¬ 
stituency  from  the  electors  for  the  houses 
of  the  states.  It  w'ould  mean  two  sets  of 
revision  courts  and  two  sets  of  electoral  rolls. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  I  quite  agree ;  but  we 
ought  to  giv'e  them  the  power  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  It  is  a 
question  whether  it  should  be  done  now 
or  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution. 
The  matter  was  considered,  and  I  indicate 
now,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  the  reason. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  think  there  are 
some  mattei's  which  ought  to  be  left  to 
the  states.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
certain  definite  lines  regarding  vital  prin¬ 
ciples  which  should  be  laid  down  as  part 
of  the  constitution.  Therefore  I  move  : 

That  the  clause  be  amended  by  adding  the 
words:  “  But  no  property  qualification  shall  be 
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necessarj^  for  electors  of  the  said  house,  and 
each  elector  shall  have  a  vote  only  for  one  elec¬ 
toral  district.” 

I  think  this  follows  what  we  have  already 
passed  in  clause  24,  where  it  is  laid  down 
that  the  house  of  representatives  is  to  be 
chosen  by  the  peojde  of  the  several  states. 
I  imagine  that  ‘‘  the  people  of  the  several 
states  ”  means  without  any  restriction  as  to 
class  interests. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Or  as  to  sex  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  do  not  think  it  is 
well  to  raise  the  question  of  sex  at  present ; 
but  I  do  think  that,  although  tlie  question 
of  woman  suffrage  has  not  got  far  enough 
to  be  seriously  debated  in  this  Convention, 
the  question  of  manhood  suffrage  has  got 
far  enough,  and  should,  as  a  vital  principle, 
be  embodied  in  this  constitution :  otherwise 
we  might  have  a  diversity,  one  roll  ob- 
tainin^c  in  one  state  and  another  in  another 
state.  In  one  state  the  will  of  the  people 
might  be  supreme,  and  in  another  you 
might  have  a  property  qualification.  I 
think  that  it  is  already  recognised  as  one 
of  the  canons  of  the  constitution,  and  need 
not  be  argued  ;  and  therefore  1  have  moved 
that  the  principle  of  manhood  suffrage,  and 
also  the  principle  of  one  man  one  vote,  be 
embodied  in  the  constitution. 

Mr.  M  ARM  [OX  :  It  seems  to  me  that 
til  ere  is  a  certain  amount  of  absurdity 
about  this  proposition,  if  the  hon.  member 
will  pardon  my  making  that  observation, 
for  it  will  be  far  easier  and  better  to  say 
at  once,  and  in  one  clause,  tliat  the  quali¬ 
fication  of  electors  of  the  house  shall  be  so- 
and-so — that  is  to  say,  that  they  shall  only 
exercise  their  right  under  manhood  suffrage. 
That  would  settle  the  whole  question,  and 
would  be  virtually  interfering  with  the 
right  of  the  several  states  by  saying  that  in 
cases  where  the  states  have  not  manhood 
suffrage,  they  must  have  it  whether  they 
like  it  or  not. 

An  ilox.  Member:  No! 

Mr.  M  ARM  ION  :  The  hon.  gentleman 
says,  '‘No,”  but  I  should  like  him  to  ex- 
[/>r.  Cockburn, 


plain.  I  understand  him  to  moan  that.  If 
lie  does  not,  I  should  like  to  know  what  he 
does  mean.  Would  it  not  be  an  absurdity 
again,  if,  in  choosing  members  of  the  lesser 
house,  they  were  to  adopt  a  conservative 
ju’inciple,  and  in  choosing  members  of  the 
greater  house,  they  were  to  adopt  a  more 
lil>eral  one  ?  The  two  things  could  not 
run  together  in  one  country.  The  hon. 
gentleman  mu.st  see  that  at  once,  and  if 
the  hon.  gentleman  wishes  to  put  the  mat¬ 
ter  to  a  practical  test,  it  would  be  better 
to  say  that  the  house  shall  be  elected  in  a 
certain  manner,  and  that  would  settle  the 
question  once  and  for  all.  Throughout 
the  whole  of  the  discussion  the  idea  has 
prevailed  that  the  rights  of  individual 
states  should  be  preserved  with  regard  to 
their  constitution. 

Dr.  CoCKBURX :  Except  on  any  vital 
principle  ! 

Mr.  INI  ARM  ION  :  Surely  this  is  a  vital 
principle  in  the  election  of  the  bodies 
politic. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  That  is  their  look  out  ; 
this  is  the  look  out  for  all  the  colonies ! 

Mr.  M  ARM  I  ON  :  Pehaps  it  is  ;  but  if 
you  interfere  in  the  one  case  you  might 
interfere  in  all.  At  tlie  present  time  in 
the  majority  of  the  states  of  Australia 
manhood  suffrage  is  the  rule.  However, 
one  man  one  vote  is  not  the  rule  tJi rough- 
out  Australia,  but  only  in  one  state  at  the 
present  time  ;  and  why  should  the  other 
states  of  Australia,  because  one  state  now 
adopts  that  principle,  be  compelled  within 
the  four  corners  of  this  bill  to  adopt  it  ?  I 
tliink  the  suggestion  is  far  too  radical  a 
one  for  this  assembly  to  carry  out. 

Dr.  CocKBURN :  Not  too  radical  for 
Australia  1 

Mr.  MUNRO:  I  confess,  first  of  all, 
that  I  cannot  agree  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  Sir  Samuel  Grifiith,  that 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  have  a  separate 
roll  and  registratiem  for  these  elections. 
There  must  be,  for  this  reason  :  that  you 
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Lave  not  in  any  colony  right  through  the 
same  principle  as  is  proposed  here.  We 
only  propose  to  give  the  electors  one  repre¬ 
sentative  for  every  30,000  people,  and  there 
is  notone  colony  where  the  representatives 
number  more  than  one  to  every  10,000  or 
15,000  persons. 

Mr.  Playford  :  We  could  group  the 
districts  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  If  you  do  that  you 
must  have  a  special  roll  for  each. 

Mr.  Playford  :  No,  use  the  rolls  of  two 
or  three  districts  1 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Thehon.  member  knows 
that  when  you  prepare  a  roll  you  say  it  is 
the  electoral  roll  or  the  ratepayers’  roll  for 
a  certain  electoral  district,  giving  its  title. 
If  you  group  three  districts  together  you 
must  have  a  different  title  and  say  that  it 
must  be  the  electoral  district  of  so-and-so. 
You  must  use  the  roll  as  you  mix  them 
together. 

Mr.  Playford  :  No  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  The  question  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  has  raised  now  is  that  we 
are  interfering  with  the  right  of  the  states 
if  we  say  that  an  elector  for  the  federal 
parliament  shall  have  no  property  qualifi¬ 
cation.  I  say  that  we  do  not.  We  leave 
the  elections  for  the  local  parliaments  ex¬ 
actly  as  they  are  now,  and  in  this  bill  it  is 
provided  that  the  people  of  the  states  are 
to  be  the  electors.  If  the  people  of  the 
states  are  to  be  the  electoi's,  surely  we  ought 
to  give  them  power - 

!Mr.  J.  Forrest  :  Where  is  that  said? 
Mr.  MUNRO  :  In  this  bill. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  It  is  implied! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  If  it  is  implied  we  ought 
to  carry  it  out  honestly. 

Dr.  Cock  BURN  :  It  follows  on  the  other 
proposition  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  If  thepeople  of  the  state 
are  to  elect  the  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  and  if  you  say  that  unless 
they  have  property  they  cannot  vote,  then 


it  follosvs,  of  course,  that  the  election  is  nob 
by  the  people.  Only  those  who  have  pro¬ 
perty  can  vote. 

Mr.  Clark  :  How  about  w’omen  ? 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  The  sooner  women  are 
enfranchised  the  better  for  all  concerned. 
If  the  hon.  member  is  prepared  to  move 
that  women  shall  be  allowed  to  vote,  I 
shall  be  quite  willing  to  support  him  ;  but 
at  the  present  time  w^e  are  only  dealing 
w  ith  the  question  of  w^hether  or  not  the 
electors  of  the  house  of  representatives 
should  have  a  property  qualification.  I  say 
they  ought  not  to  have  a  proj^erty  qualifi¬ 
cation,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  have 
more  than  one  vote.  That  is  the  true  posi¬ 
tion  to  take  up  in  a  fair  and  proper  system 
of  representation. 

Mr.  M  ARM  ION  :  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  gentleman  has  rightly  considered  the 
question.  I  do  not  see  how  an  elector 
could  have  more  than  one  vote  ;  because  if 
the  various  electorates  are  treated  as  one, 
how"  can  a  man  have  a  vote  for  more  than 
one  constituency  \ 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  He  can  vote  four  or 
five  times ! 

Mr.  MARMION  :  That  is,  for  various 
districts. 

Mr.  Munro  :  There  will  be  various  dis¬ 
tricts  1 

Mr.  MARMION  :  The  whole  colony,  I 
take  it,  w  ill  be  one  district. 

Mr.  Munro:  No;  the  hon.  gentleman 
is  wrong  1 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  This  is  the  most 
important  question  probably  that  w’e  have 
to  consider  in  this  bill.  I  think  there  can 
be  no  doubt  whatever  that  a  clear  case 
can  be  made  out  for  the  absolute  necessity 
of  giving  only  one  vote  to  each  man,  and 
giving  every  man  a  light  to  vote  on  the 
question  of  returning  representatives  to 
the  central  parliament  If  hon.  gentle¬ 
men  will  reflect  over  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  they  will  find  that  the  original 
idea  I  believe  in  every  one  of  these  colonies 
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Avas  that  there  shoukl  only  be  one  vote 
possessed  by  each  man.  That  was  the 
original  conception.  Tliat  undoubtedly 
was  the  conception  in  New  Zealand.  But 
it  was  soon  found  that  the  words  used 
might  possibly  be  so  extended  that  a  man 
could  get  a  vote  for  each  district.  The 
first  steps  made  in  that  direction  were  not 
contested,  and  people  began  by  obtaining 
a  qualification  for  a  second  district,  and 
then  a  third  district,  and  so  it  spread 
until  what  w^as  really  a  great  abuse  came 
into  existence.  The  colonies  are  all  dif¬ 
ferently  circumstanced.  We  had  a  hardy 
set  of  people  to  deal  wnth  in  South  Aus¬ 
tralia,  who  knew  precisely  what  their  rights 
w^ere,  and  who  were  determined  to  get 
them  ;  and  they  succeeded  in  obtaining,  I 
believe,  a  more  liberal  constitution  than 
is  possessed  by  any  other  part  of  Aus¬ 
tralasia.  That  was  the  result.  The  other 
colonies  are  in  various  conditions.  Some, 
like  New  Zealand,  have  one  vote  per  man, 
but  a  nominee  upper  house.  Then  we 
have  other  colonies,  like  New  South  Wales, 
where  plural  voting  prevails  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent,  or  the  power  of  plural 
voting,  and  where  also  there  is  a  nomin¬ 
ated  council.  Then  you  have  a  colony 
like  Victoria,  where  the  right  of  plural 
voting  exists  also  to  a  considerable  extent. 
There  they  have  an  elective  upper  house; 
but  burdened  with  a  property  qualifica¬ 
tion,  wdiich  has  altogether  been  abolished 
in  Great  Britain,  and  in  almost  every 
British  country.  That  is  the  position  of 
our  representation  here.  I  contend  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  comply  with  what 
I  believe  to  be  the  desire  of  Great  Britain. 
Every  one  of  our  constitutions  was  made 
by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  fre¬ 
quently  made  either  without  the  people 
being  consulted,  or  even  if  they  were  con¬ 
sulted,  some  provisions  were  put  in  con¬ 
trary  to  their  wishes.  In  the  British  Par¬ 
liament  we  had  no  representation  what¬ 
ever,  and  the  result  is  that  Great  Britain 
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has  drifted  into  a  difficulty  with  its  colo¬ 
nies — that  is,  it  does  not  know  Iiow  to  give 
the  people  liberty — full  liberty,  and  the 
only  way  in  which  it  could  do  it  at  first 
apparently  is  this  :  to  pass  an  act  to  say 
that  every  one  of  the  colonial  constitutions 
should  terminate  from  and  after  a  certain 
date,  that  the  act  of  parliament  should 
prevail  no  longer  than  that  time,  and  that 
the  populations  of  the  different  countries 
must  provide  their  own  constitutions  so  as 
to  be  prepared  to  meet  the  difficulty  when 
their  existing  constitutions  die  out.  But  in 
the  case  now  of  Australasia,  with  extraordi¬ 
nary  generosity  Great  Britain  virtually  says 
to  this  country,  “  Make  at  once  the  consti¬ 
tution  which  best  pleases  yourselves.  Send 
that  home  for  our  consideration.’'  And  in 
point  of  fact,  there  is  that  which  amounts 
almost  to  a  promise,  or,  at  all  events,  to 
an  understanding,  that  if  w'e  send  home 
nothing  extraordinary  or  wrong,  the  desires 
of  the  people  will  be  acceded  to  ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  whatever  that,  looking  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  state  of  public  feeling  on  the  subject 
of  representation,  the  general  opinion  in 
the  minds  of  British  statesmen  is,  tliat  wo 
shall  establish  a  constitution  in  which  one 
man  will  have  one  vote.  Now,  what  do 
we  propose  to  do  in  this  bill?  We  pro¬ 
pose  to  evade  carrying  out  w’-hat  really  are 
the  instructions  from  Great  Britain — that 
is,  the  framing  of  a  complete  constitution 
for  ourselves,  by  saying  at  once  that  we 
adopt  the  colonial  constitutions  as  they 
exist,  and  that  we  give  those  constitutions 
to  the  states,  and  that  they  shall  carry 
them  out.  And  we  are  told  then  that  they 
are  to  have  the  liberty  of  altering  those  as 
they  like.  But  I  say  that  w'e  give  them 
no  fair  opportunity  of  altering  them  as 
they  like — none  whatever. 

Mr.  CuTiiBERT  :  Why  ? 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  ;  On  account  of 
plural  voting.  The  minority  rule  the 
majority. 

Colonel  Smith  :  How? 
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Sir  GEORGE  GREY :  By  plural  voting; 
by  the  power  of  voting  for  several  dis¬ 
tricts,  so  that  while  most  of  the  voters  of 
the  country  have  but  one  vote,  the  favoured 
few  have  many  votes,  one  in  each  district, 
and  they  exercise  a  corresponding  influence 
in  parliament,  and  that  parliament  so 
elected  virtually  chooses  the  upper  house. 
The  upper  liouse  is  not  fairly  chosen  in 
this  colony,  nor  is  it,  to  my  mind,  fairly 
chosen  in  Yictoria.  Therefore,  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  absolutely  to  cut  oflf  all  freedom  from 
us,  and  we  are  told  it  is  to  preserve  the 
privileges  of  the  states.  What  is  the  pri¬ 
vilege]  The  privilege  is  that  the  minority 
should  oppress  the  majority  if  they  please. 
That  is  what  it  comes  to,  and  that  is  the 
onus  from  which  Ave  ought  to  relieve  them. 
Now  an  opportunity  is  given  to  us  so  to 
relieve  them.  We  have  only  to  put  the 
provision  proposed  into  this  bill — one  which 
I  was  so  glad  to  hear  one  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  from  Yictoria  support.  I  never  felt 
greater  pleasure.  I  feared  opposition,  and 
to  my  great  surprise  and  delight,  I  found 
that  there  was  a  voice  given  in  favour 
of  Avhat  I  believe  to  be  truly  just  and 
righteous.  But  I  do  hope  that  this  Con¬ 
vention,  rising  to  the  occasion,  Avill  say  to 
the  people  of  Australasia,  We,  having 
placed  in  our  hands  a  noble  gift  for  you, 
if  we  please  to  give  it,  or  to  diminish  it, 
will  say  that  we  will  not  diminish  it ;  we 
will  take  nothing  from  the  great  boon  Ave 
Lave  the  power  to  bestow  upon  you,  and 
we  give  you  the  right  in  your  federated 
parliament  of  having  your  representatives 
elected  under  the  system  of  one  man  one 
vote.^’  Now,  if  that  is  done  Ave  may  remedy 
almost  eA'erything,  because  everything  de¬ 
pends  really  upon  the  centnxl  house,  and 
I  feel  certain  that  if  that  is  done  then  Ave 
shall  feel  it  our  duty  to  introduce  a  clause 
Avhich  will  give  to  the  states  the  power  of 
starting  witli  one  man  one  A'ote.  You  will 
be  told,  hon.  gentlemen,  that  this  Avill  be 
making  an  alteration  in  the  constitution 


of  the  states,  and  taking  from  them  a  pii- 
vilege.  I  say  the  only  privilege  taken 
aAvay  will  be  the  right  of  the  minority  to 
oppress  the  majority.  That  certainly  will 
be  taken  away ;  but  if  the  people  choose 
to  liave  a  constitution  of  that  kind  they 
can  instantly  restore  it.  It  requires  but 
one  A"ote  simply  to  say  Ave  shall  haA^e  our  old 
constitution  back  again ;  a  .single  clause  will 
do  it,  and  they  may  go  on  then  as  they  are 
goingon  now.  But  if  tlie  privilege  for  which 
we  now  contend  be  not  granted,  I  feel  sure 
that  many  years  will  in  some  cases  elapse 
before  that  boon  Avill  be  won  and  gained 
Avhich  now  can  be  instantaneously  given. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  ConA^ention, 
rising  to  the  present  emergency,  Avill  re¬ 
lieve  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  from 
the  difficulty  that  it  has,  knowing  the 
manner  in  Avhich  it  has  legislated  for  the 
colonies,  sometimes  Avithout  their  knoAV'- 
ledge,  sometimes  without  their  consent, 
sometimes  in  direct  violation  of  what  they 
asked  for,  as  was  the  case  in  New’-  Zealand, 
because  one  ministry — I  forget  the  name 
of  the  premier  at  the  time,  but  I  believe 
it  Avas  Sir  Robert  Peel — promised  that  Av^e 
should  have  an  upper  house  elected  by  the 
councils  of  the  provinces ;  but  the  nexA^ 
ministry  Avhich  came  in  disapproved  of 
that,  and  at  the  dictation  of  a  single  man — 
a  member  of  the  British  ministry — altered 
it  into  a  nominated  house.  Some  of  us 
have  struggled  for  years  to  change  that, 
and  we  have  struggled  in  A^ain ;  Ave  have 
not  accomplished  it.  But  give  us  this 
boon  now  ;  put  us  in  the  same  position  as 
South  Australia  is ;  gix’e  all  the  colonies  the 
right  of  getting  into  that  blessed  liaA^en  of 
rest,  as  I  may  call  it,  that  they  haA^e  got,  and 
then  I  see  before  the  future  of  Australia 
a  rapid  advance  in  all  that  they  can  justly 
desire,  and  a  future  far  brighter  than  Avhat 
Avill  be  giA*en  to  them  if  the  bill,  as  it  is 
jiroposed,  is  alloAved  to  pass.  I,  therefore, 
earnestly  press  on  hon.  gentlemen  that  in 
justice  to  Australasia,  and  in  justice  to 
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Oreat  Britain,  the  boon  we  now  ))ray  for 
on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Australasia 
should  be  accorded  to  those  who  are  seek¬ 
ing  to  gain  it. 

WjOHN  DOWNER:  T  entirely  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  principle  of  one  man  one  vote. 
The  only  colony  in  which  it  prevails  is  by 
no  means  one  of  the  largest  colonies  in  the 
dominion - 

Sir  George  Grey  :  We  have  it  in  New 
.Zealand  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  Whatever  colo¬ 
nies  may  not  have  adopted  it,  the  pnnciple 
is  a  good  one,  and  must  in  the  end  prevail. 
But  the  question  we  have  to  consider  now 
is  whether  or  not  we  shall  have  a  federated 
Australia,  whether  or  not  we  shall  go  into 
union,  and  whether  it  is  expedient  for  the 
purpose  of  insisting  on  views  which  some 
of  us  may  hold  far  in  advance  of  our  time 
to  insist,  as  a  condition  of  the  federa¬ 
tion  of  Australia,  that  the  vie>\s  of  the 
smallest  portions  of  the  dominion  should  be 
adopted  by  the  largest  before  any  federation 
shall  take  place.  That  is  what  appears  to 
me  to  be  substantially  the  question.  Ad¬ 
mitting  that  one  man  one  vote  is  a  proper 
principle,  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the 
fact  that  the  infinitely  larger  part  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  does  not  look  at  the  principle  in  that 
•way,  and  does  not  adopt  that  view  at  all. 
Under  these  circumstances  is  there  any 
probability  of  any  immediate  federation 
taking  place — and  we  all  agree  as  to  its 
immediate  necessity — if  the  minority  make 
as  a  condition  precedent  that  the  majority 
shall  adopt  certain  views  which  happen  to 
be  at  the  time  diametrically  opposed  to 
their  own?  That  is  not  a  sentimental 
-difficulty,  but  it  is  a  practical  difficulty. 
If  we  insert  in  the  bill  this  condition  wo 
shall  postpone  the  federation  of  Australia, 
I  hope  not  for  very  long,  but  at  all  events 
until  such  time  as  the  majority  are  edu- 
-cated  up  to  the  elevation  of  the  intelligent 
minority.  Can  anybody  of  us  foretell 
when  that  time  will  be?  Can  anybody  by 
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any  possibility  name  the  day  when  that 
millennium  will  be  reached?  If  so  we  shall 
have  something  to  go  upon.  But  what 
we  are  dealing  with  now  is  the  immediate 
question,  is  it  possible  to  unite  the  various 
colonies  of  Australia  in  one  dominion,  hand¬ 
ing  over  to  that  dominion  certain  powers 
and  privileges  which  each  colony  j»ossesses; 
retaining  as  far  as  possible  in  each  colony 
absolutely  intact  all  the  powers  and  autho¬ 
rities  that  they  possess  at  the  present 
time,  and  taking  them  away  from  them 
only  to  the  extent  necessary  to  create  a 
Ixineficial  and  lasting  dominion?  Now, 
the  United  States  of  America  were  as¬ 
suredly  as  democratic  as  we  are.  The  one 
great  democracy,  the  only  lasting  demo¬ 
cracy  that  the  world  has  known,  so  far 
from  considering  tliat  there  was  a  danger 
in  preserving  the  autonomy  of  each  state 
so  far  as  the  election  of  representatives  to 
the  national  council  was  concerned,  recog¬ 
nised  that  principle  at  once,  and,  as  far 
as  we  know,  without  much  difference  of 
opinion.  The  object  was  to  secure  a  body 
as  the  national  congress  that  represented 
the  views  of  each  state.  Which  was  the 
proper  tribunal  to  decide  how  that  body 
should  be  selected  but  each  state  ?  It 
might  be  that  the  mode  of  election  of  one 
state  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  other 
states,  absolutely  illogical,  absolutely  un- 
philosophical,  absolutely  wrong  perhaps. 
But  the  very  essence  of  the  agreement 
w'as  that  it  should  be  the  state  which 
sliould  define  how  its  representation  should 
take  place,  and  if  that  representation 
were  unsatisfactory  in  its  creation  or  in 
its  working  it  would  be  the  state  that 
would  have  the  responsibility  of  any  mis¬ 
chief  that  happened,  and  would  have  the 
power  to  alter  it.  I  have  no  doubt  my 
hon.  friend.  Dr.  Cockburn,  is  satisfied  that 
one  man  one  vote  will  be  adopted  in  Aus¬ 
tralia  before  many  years  have  passed.  My 
hon.  friend,  Mr.  Gillies,  from  Victoria,  may 
entertain  an  entirely  opposite  view. 
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Mr.  Munro  :  Oh,  no  !  He  is  a  one  m an¬ 
on  e- vote  man  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  T  have  no  doubt 
that  many  hon.  gentlemen  from  Victoria 
entertain  entirely  opposite  views,  but  which¬ 
ever  views  are  correct,  we  really  have  to 
deal  with  the  practical  question  whether 
the  minority  of  the  colonies  of  Australia 
having  adopted  a  certain  view  which  they 
believe,  and  w’hich  I  believe,  to  be  entirely 
a  correct  one,  are  to  insist  that  there  shall 
be  no  federation  of  Australia  until  the 
larger  colonies  and  the  greater  portion  of 
the  population  adopt  that  particular  view. 
I  think  it  would  defeat  all  federation  if  we 
endeavoured  to  impose  any  such  limita¬ 
tions.  I  am  sure  it  is  against  every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  federation  which  has  ever  been 
successful,  and  we  have  before  us  the  illus¬ 
trious  precedent  of  the  one  great  demo¬ 
cracy  of  the  world,  which  thought  itself 
safe  in  its  creation  in  adopting  the  method 
suggested  here, and  which  has  proved  by  its 
working  that  no  injurious  results  can  come 
from  it. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  would  ask  hon. 
members  who  support  the  amendment 
wdiether  there  may  not  be  a  better  way  of 
obtaining  what  they  desire  ]  If  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  one  man  one  vote  is  one  that  we 
should  adopt,  it  will  assert  itself,  as  time 
goes  on,  throughout  the  continent,  and  if 
it  does  that,  it  ^\i\l  impress  itself  upon  the 
parliament  of  the  commonwealth.  Is  it 
not  worth  our  while,  therefore,  to  consider 
whether  the  proposition  'we  are  discussing 
should  not  be  only  a  temporary  one — that 
is  to  say,  whether  the  views  of  the  states 
in  prescribing  the  qualification  of  electors 
of  members  of  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  should  operate  any  further  than  the 
first  election,  and  until  the  parliament  of 
the  com  in  on  wealth  have  other  wise  pro  vided? 
If  the  proposal  be  a  good  one  the  common¬ 
wealth  may  be  relied  upon  to  adopt  it.  I 
am  in  favour  of  it  myself ;  I  think  the 
principle  is  a  good  one  ;  and  I  have  the 


utmost  confidence  that  the  parliament  of 
the  commonw'ealth  will  adopt  it.  But 
whether  that  be  so  or  not,  the  decision 
should  be  left  to  that  parliament.  It  is 
not  for  us  to  try  to  dominate  matters  in 
any  way  in  a  que.stion  of  this  sort.  It  is 
for  us  to  give  the  parliament  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  so  far  as  we  can  do  so,  the 
wddeat  power  to  execute  all  that  is  neces¬ 
sary,  and  if  we  do  that  we  shall  prescribe 
merely  w^hat  is  convenient  in  regard  to 
the  first  election — that  is  to  say,  we  shall 
leave  this  clause  as  it  Ls,  subject  to  a  slight 
amendment  at  the  commencement,  requir¬ 
ing  that  the  clause  shall  operate  for  the 
first  election,  and  until  the  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth  otherwise  provides. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Will  the  hon.  member 
explain  more  precisely  w  hat  he  means  1 

Mr.  BARTON  ;  I  mean  that  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  bill  shall  operate  for  the 
fii*st  election,  until  something  else  can  be 
done  ;  but  that  when  the  first  election  is 
secured,  and  when  the  parliament  of  the 
commonw’ealth  meets,  it  shall  be  compe¬ 
tent  for  it  to  take  its  own  course  as  to 
this  matter. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  To  declare  who  shall  be 
its  electoi-s  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  Precisely — who  shall 
be  its  electors. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  And  whether  there  shall 
be  a  high  qualification  or  no  qualification  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  To  fix  its  own  fran¬ 
chise.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  if  you 
are  going  to  timst  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  at  all,  you  must  trust  it  to 
fix  its  own  franchise. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  But  it  will  consist  of  the 
states  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  It  cannot  help  consist¬ 
ing  of  the  states  and  of  the  people  of  the 
states.  But  one  house  w  ill  consist  of  the 
states  in  certain  proportions.  I  refer  to 
the  house  which  we  are  told  is  the  nation¬ 
ally  representative  liouse.  And  surely  the 
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franchise  upon  which  the  whole  body  po¬ 
litic  will  send  its  representatives  into  that 
national  house  is  a  matter  that  should  bo 
fixed  by  the  house  itself,  just  as  the  elec¬ 
toral  laws  for  the  legislative  assemblies  or 
houses  of  representatives  in  the  different 
colonies  are  fixed.  We  have  these  powers 
in  our  respective  colonies ;  and  I  suppose 
we  think  we  have  used  them  well.  Surely 
it  is  not  contended  that  in  the  course  of 
time  it  will  not  be  a  wise  and  necessary 
thing  that  the  franchise  of  every  citizen 
of  Australia  to  the  national  house  shall  be 
an  equal  franchise  ? 

Mr.  Gillies  :  That  would  be  very  de¬ 
sirable  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  It  is  very  desirable  in¬ 
deed  that  there  should  be  one  national 
franchise,  and  that  would  be  the  inevitable 
result  of  leaving  it  to  the  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth  to  fix  it.  If  there  be 
any  doubt  upon  the  point,  if  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  commonwealth  is  not  likely 
to  fix  a  uniform  franchise,  the  only  reason 
for  that  course  w^ould  be  a  desire  to  leave 
things  as  they  exist  in  the  various  states. 
If  that  were  so,  there  would  be  no  de¬ 
parture  from  the  provision  of  the  bill. 
But  if  there  is  to  be  a  departure,  it  is  de¬ 
sirable  that  it  should  be  taken  by  the  par¬ 
liament  of  the  commonwealth,  because  it 
is  a  matter  that  belongs  more  properly  to 
them.  I  suggest,  therefore,  that  instead 
of  our  agreeing  to  import  the  principle  of 
one  man  one  vote  here — although  I  myself 
quite  agree  with  the  principle — it  is  a 
matter  which  should  be  left  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  commonwealth  itself.  If 
room  be  made  for  me  to  do  so — if  I  might 
venture  to  ask  for  an  opportunity  to  do  so, 
for  I  was  not  present  a  little  while  ago — 
I  would  test  the  sense  of  the  Committee 
upon  an  amendment,  inserting  before  the 
first  vrord  of  the  clause  some  such  words 
as  these  :  “  For  the  first  election,  and  until 
tlie  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  other¬ 
wise  provides.” 

[d/r.  Barton, 


Mr.  DEAKIN  :  This  involves  the  ques¬ 
tion  raised  by  me  in  the  first  instance  when 
the  clause  was  brought  forward,  and  I 
would  point  out  now,  in  one  sentence,  to 
the  hon.  member.  Dr.  Cockburn,  that  in 
any  case  he  must  adopt  some  addition  to 
his  own  amendment.  It  will  be  absolutely 
impossible  to  make  provision  for  the  first 
election  of  the  house  of  representatives 
being  held  in  certain  of  the  colonies,  under 
the  restriction  he  proposes  to  add  to  the 
clause.  To  move  the  amendment  without 
some  addition  would  be  to  prevent  the  first 
election  taking  place  in  certain  colonies,  and 
to  defeat  federation. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  My  hon.  colleague, 
Sir  John  Dow  ner,  instanced  wdiat  had  been 
done  in  America.  As  far  as  I  can  read 
history,  the  several  states  sought  out  that 
'which  w^as  best  in  the  constitution  of  each 
state,  and  -piit  it  into  their  model  constitu¬ 
tion,  and  it  w’as  only  because  they  did  that, 
because  they  chose  all  that  was  best  in 
the  constitutions  of  the  various  states,  that 
they  were  able  to  frame  a  document  wdiich 
has  been  the  veneration  of  all  people  since 
its  first  enactment.  The  result  is  that  the 
Constitution  is  looked  upon  as  a  model  for 
other  constitutions,  and  to  make  a  mistake 
in  this  respect  w’ould  be  in  my  opinion,  to 
make  a  fatal  mistake  at  the  very  com¬ 
mencement  of  our  federation.  I  cannot 
agree  with  those  w  ho  say  that  the  proposal 
that  manhood  suffrage  should  find  a  place 
in  this  constitution  is  in  advance  of  the 
times,  nor  can  I  agree  that  to  argue  that 
the  principle  of  one  man  one  vote  should 
find  its  place  in  this  constitution  is  to 
argue  in  advance  of  the  times.  I  think 
that  those  who  hold  other  views  have 
yet  to  come  up  to  the  line  upon  which 
the  colony  of  South  Australia  stands.  I 
think  we  should  be  making  a  great  mis¬ 
take  if  we  allowed  either  the  first  election 
to  the  federal  parliament,  or  indeed  any 
election,  to  take  place  upon  any  other  prin¬ 
ciple. 
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Mr.  Deakin  :  Tlie  lion,  member  cannot 
help  it ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  ;  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  hon.  member.  The  different  colonies 
will  have  to  frame  electoral  machinery, 
they  will  have  to  divide  their  colonies  up 
into  electoral  districts  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives  ; 
and  to  abandon  this  amendment  would  be 
a  distinct  violation  of  the  principle  already 
affirmed — that  the  house  of  representatives 
shall  be  chosen  by  the  people.  It  has  been 
very  well  pointed  out  by  an  hon.  member 
that  we  should  not  begin  our  constitution 
by  putting  into  it  an  inconsistency.  If 
we  are  going  to  frame  a  constitution  which 
is  to  be  a  benefit  to  ourselves,  and  to  pos¬ 
terity,  we  must  be  consistent  to  vital  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  I  feel  that  I  cannot  give  way 
or  accept  a  compromise. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  amendment 
of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton,  comes 
before  the  hon.  member’s  amendment ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  That  may  be  ;  but 
so  far  as  the  principle  of  my  amendment  is 
concerned,  I  feel  that  I  cannot  give  way. 
I  take  it  that  the  house  of  representatives, 
even  the  first  house,  is  to  be  of  the  people  ; 
that  our  government  is  to  be  of  the  people, 
and  that  being  so,  our  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  must  not  be  chosen  by  any  other  than 
the  people.  To  provideotherwise  would  be 
a  contradiction  in  terms  which  would  not  be 
a  credit  to  this  Convention.  The  possessors 
of  other  constitutions  have  had  to  fight  for 
their  freedom.  The  freedom  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  Australia  should  be  simul¬ 
taneous  with  its  birth  ;  it  should  be  free¬ 
born.  I  am  of  course  willing  to  withdraw 
my  amendment  to  enable  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Barton,  to  move  his  amendment. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Before  the 
amendment  is  withdrawn,  I  think  there 
are  several  arguments  used  by  various  hon. 
members  which  should  be  replied  to.  I 
understood  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton, 
to  argue  that  we  w’ere  not  to  dictate  or 


rule,  while  he  at  the  same  time  proposed 
to  dictate  and  rule.  What  wo  have  to 
do  is  to  constitute  a  totally  new  legis¬ 
lature,  and  we  have  to  call  it  into  exist¬ 
ence  with  all  proper  limb.s,  head,  and 
body,  to.  enable  it  to  act,  and  act  well  and 
wisely.  We  have  a  perfect  right  to  frame 
the  best  and  most  perfect  machine  that 
wx  can.  When  hon.  members  tell  us 
that  we  are  not  authorised  to  dictate  to 
Australasia,  I  reply  that  we  are  not  the 
people  who  are  dictating,  but  it  is  those 
w'ho  say  this  shall  not  be  done  who  are 
dictating  to  us.  Undoubtedly  the  people 
of  Australasia  have  a  right  to  start  at 
once  on  the  principle  of  one  man  one  vote; 
and  it  is  our  business  to  allow  them  to 
enter  into  that  right.  The  whole  of  the 
arguments  used  to  the  contrary  are  of  no 
avail  whatever.  With  those  hon.  gentle¬ 
men  w’ho  argue  against  this,  the  argument 
always  is,  “  We  perfectly  agree  in  the 
principle;  but  do  not  introduce  it  now. 
Let  the  states  do  it  for  themselves.”  To 
which  I  .say  :  I  do  not  want,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  that  the  states  should  do  it  for 
me,  or  help  me,  or  the  state  I  am  in,  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Baker  :  Does  New  Zealand  intend 
to  join  the  federation  1 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY:  New  Zealand 
wishes  the  power  to  be  retained  to  enter 
cheerfully  into  a  combination  of  which  it 
approves.  This  constitution  is  intended 
to  take  in  all  Australasia,  and  it  should 
be  so  framed.  We  have  no  wush  to  have 
this  done  for  us  by  other  people,  but  our 
desire  is  to  do  it  for  ourselves.  Why 
should  the  men  w'ho  have  so  long  kept  us 
out  of  these  rights  still  say,  ‘‘Wait,  wait 
a  little  longer ;  w^e  wull  ultimately  do  it 
for  you ;  you  shall  ultimately  carry  wdiat 
you  w’ish,”  when  w^e  can  get  what  w^e  w’ish 
noAV?  That  is  our  right ;  let  us  struggle 
for  it,  and  ask  this  Convention  to  agree 
that  that  should  be  done.  An  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  said  that  Australia  w’as  not  prepared 
for  it  and  did  not  desire  it. 
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Sir  John  Downer  :  I  said  that  many  of 
the  larger  stjites  were  not  prepared  for  it ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  maintain  that 
all  the  larger  states  are  prepared  and  wish 
for  it.  I  am  sure  I  speak  the  universal  wish 
of  Australia  when  I  say  they  do  want  it. 

Sir  John  Downer  :  Why  have  they  not 
got  it  1 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY^:  How  could  they? 
That  is  the  very  point.  How  long  did  it 
take  us  to  get  the  single  vote  in  New 
Zealand  ?  For  Low  many  years  was  the 
bill  on  the  order-paper  in  vaini  For 
how  many  years  have  we  desired  to  have 
an  elected  legislative  council  instead  of  a 
nominated  one  1  Because  we  had  no  power 
to  get  it.  Now  we  are  asked  to  continue 
to  deprive  the  people  of  the  pow'er  of  ob¬ 
taining  these  things  for  some  time  longer. 
They  say,  “  We  will  grant  it  to  you.” 
Who  will  grant  it  to  us  1  Those  who  have 
kept  it  from  us  so  long. 

Mr.  J.  Forrest  :  Who  are  they  1 
Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Why  evade  the 
point  by  a  question  of  that  kind  ?  Every 
one  knows  that  they  are  the  existing  legis¬ 
latures,  in  which  the  people  have  never 
been  fairly  represented.  Who  can  deny 
that  plural  voting  has  existed  and  has  ex¬ 
ercised  a  very  great  influence?  Who  can 
deny  that  nominated  councils  prevented 
many  things  from  being  done  ?  It  is  im¬ 
possible  to  pass  any  bill  without  having 
to  consider  whether  or  not  another  house 
will  approve  of  it.  No  state.sman  is  cer¬ 
tain  of  carrying  in  its  integrity  that  which 
he  desires.  We  wish  now  to  be  allowed 
to  do  for  ourselves  that  which  w^e  think 
necessary  for  the  good  of  the  country.  I 
feel  satisfied  that  almost  every  man  in 
Australia  would  say  that  that  is  his  wish. 
On  every  ground  I  conceive  that  we  are  en¬ 
titled  to  have  this  thing  done.  Not  a  single 
argument  used  on  the  other  side  has  the 
least  weight  or  potency,  and  I  am  certain 
that  thearguments  used  against  the  proposal 
can  be  answered  by  many  hon.  members. 

[>S'ir  George  Grey, 


Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  a})prehend  that 
this  Convention  is  not  the  arena  in  which 
a  question  of  this  importance  should  be 
thrashed  out.  We  are  not  here  to  decide 
whether  or  not  the  principle  of  one  man 
one  vote  should  be  adopted  by  the  various 
legishatures.  I  am  not  favourable  to  that 
principle  ;  but  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into 
the  arguments.  My  reason  for  supporting 
the  clause  as  it  stands  is  that  in  the  first 
place  I  regard  it  as  an  intrusion  upon  the 
domain  of  the  rights  of  the  various  states 
for  this  Convention  to  dictate  to  them  the 
principle  on  which  the  election  of  their  re¬ 
presentatives  should  be  governed.  In  the 
next  place,  if  we  were  unwise  enough  to 
do  so,  it  would  jeopardise  very  seriou.sly 
the  adoption  of  the  measure  which  we 
hope  to  send  to  the  states,  because  of 
the  resentment  which  we  should  naturally 
give  rise  to  if  we  were  impudent  enough 
to  attempt  to  dictate  to  the  states  and 
tell  them  that  we  as  representatives  went 
entirely  outside  the  mission  we  were 
charged  with,  by  laying  down  a  hard  and 
fast  rule  that  they  were  to  elect  their 
representatives  on  a  principle  which  they 
had  not  yet  seen  fit  to  adopt.  I  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  how  hon.  gentlemen  of  the  experience 
of  Sir  George  Grey,  and  others  who  sup¬ 
port  him,  can  go  in  such  a  direction.  We 
are  all  anxious  to  see  some  scheme  of  feder¬ 
ation  adopted.  Surely  we  are  not  going 
to  hamper  that  with  difficulties  by  propos¬ 
ing  what  would  have  no  chance  of  accept¬ 
ance,  and  what  would  involve,  as  far  as 
this  Convention  is  concerned,  a  dispute 
which  would  very  likely  prevent  our  agree¬ 
ing  upon  other  and  more  important  i)rin- 
ciples !  If  the  states  of  Australia  prefer  to 
defer  the  adoption  of  this  system,  which 
may  or  may  not  be  inevitable,  surely  it  is 
not  for  us  to  hurry  them  forward.  Their 
regard  for  their  own  intere.sts  will  lead 
them  to  it  in  the  fullness  of  time  if  it  is 
for  their  interests.  Why  give  them  a  fillip  ? 
Why  urge  them  in  a  direction  in  whicli, 
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surely,  their  democratic  spirit  is  sufficiently 
advanced  to  enable  them  to  travel  without 
any  spur  of  ours  ?  I  hope  we  shall  not 
spend  much  more  time  on  this  discussion, 
lion,  members  who  have  strong  opinions 
on  this  subject  have  aired  their  opinions 
and,  no  doubt,  have  also  done  so  on 
many  occasions  in  their  various  colonies. 
They  have  satisfied  the  end  for  which, 
no  doubt,  this  discussion  has  been  raised. 
As  a  matter  of  principle,  as  a  matter  of 
prudence,  as  a  matter  of  duty,  I  hold  that 
we  cannot  adopt  it.  As  a  principle,  we 
are  not  agreed  upon  it ;  and,  if  we  were, 
it  has  nothing  to  do  with  federation.  As 
a  matter  of  prudence,  I  hold  that  it  would 
endanger  the  whole  scheme  ,  by  giving  rise 
to  resentment  in  the  various  states  at  our 
having  interfered  in  a  matter  which  con¬ 
cerns  them  but  which  does  not  concern  us, 
which  is  outside  our  commission,  which  we 
have  no  right  to  touch,  and  which,  as  a 
matter  of  legislation,  is  one  of  very  doubt¬ 
ful  expediency.  I  hold  very  strong  opinions 
upon  the  subject ;  but  I  hold  that  it  would 
be  a  wu'ong  policy  to  give  expression  to 
those  opinions  now.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
to  whom  thehon.  member.  Sir  George  Grey, 
has  alluded,  who  say,  “  I  agree  with  it ; 
but  do  not  think  this  the  time  for  it.”  I 
do  not  agree  with  it ;  and  I  think  that 
this  is  not  the  time  to  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  If  the  hon.  member, 
Dr.  Cockburn’s  amendment  is  withdrawn! 
I  intend  to  move  mine,  so  as  to  give  the 
parliament  of  the  com monw’ealth  power  to 
legislate  on  the  subject — a  power  similar 
to  that  w^hich  is  given  in  clause  10.  My 
amendment  could  bo  carried  subject  to  any 
restriction  w^hich  that  of  Dr.  Cockburn 
might  place  upon  it.  If  Dr.  Cockburn’s 
amendment  should  be  negatived,  my 
amendment  w^ould  still  pave  the  w^ay  to 
the  adoption  by  the  federal  parliament  of 
the  principle  of  one  man  one  vote. 

INlr.  PLAYFORD  :  It  appears  to  mo 
to  be  a  matter  of  principle  that  we  ought 
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to  adopt  a  uniform  constituency  for  the 
election  of  our  members.  Whether  we  can 
adopt  that  uniform  mode  of  election  at  first 
is  another  thing  ;  but  certainly  it  should 
be  adopted  in  the  long  run.  We  said  not 
long  ago  when  it  w^as  proposed  to  give  the 
various  states  the  right  to  vary  the  mode  of 
choice  and  the  election  of  members  of  the 
senate,  “  We  want  uniformity  throughout 
the  various  states  with  regard  to  these  elec¬ 
tions.”  I  think  w'e  ought  to  carry  that  fur- 
ther,  and  say  with  regard  to  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  “We  w’ant  ultimate  unifor¬ 
mity  in  the  matter  throughout  the  various 
colonies.”  Therefore,  it  appears  to  me  that 
one  of  two  courses  are  now  open  to  us. 
Either  the  course  suggested  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  member,  Mr.  Bai*ton,  or  that 
proposed  by  Dr.  Cockburn.  One  is  that 
for  the  first  election  it  shall  be  as  provided 
by  the  clause  now  under  consideration, 
but  that  afterwards  the  commonwealth 
parliament  shall  decide  and  make  laws 
dealing  w’ith  the  subject,  or  w^e  may  take  Dr. 
Cockburn’s proposal  to  fix  it  at  once,  which, 
how’ever,  I  think,  w^e  cannot  very  w^ell  give 
effect  to.  It  would  be  very  troublesome  at 
all  events,  to  have  the  constituencies  and 
the  electoral  rolls  ready  to  give  effect  at 
once  to  the  principle  of  manhood  suffrage 
and  one  man  one  vote.  Of  the  two 
proposals  I  think  that  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  Mr.  Barton,  is  the  best. 
We  can  very  w’ell  say  that  until  the  federal 
parliament  makes  a  uniform  law’  dealing 
with  tlie  constituencies  which  shall  elect 
the  house  of  representatives  w’e  wnll  act 
under  this  clause.  That  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  should  have  the  pow’er  to  make  that 
uniform  law  ought  to  be  admitted  on  all 
sides.  It  should  certainly  have  the  pow  er 
to  do  it.  It  might  be  advisable  for  us  to  doit 
even  now’,  but  that  is  doubtful.  That  the 
commonw’calth  parliament  should  have  the 
pow’er  is,  I  think,  advisable.  Under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances,  I  shall  support  the  proposal  of 
the  bon.  and  learned  member,  Mr.  Barton. 
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Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  am  in  favour  of  the 
principle  of  one  man  one  vote,  and  tlie 
sooner  we  establi.sh  that  principle  the 
better.  I  look  upon  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  member,  ^Ir.  Barton,  as 
being  one  purely  of  an  experimental  charac¬ 
ter. 

Mr.  Barton  :  The  hon.  member  does 
not  understand  it  1 

Mr.  DIBBS :  I  undei-stood  the  hon. 
member  to  say  that  for  the  tii*st  election 
the  hon.  member,  Dr.  Cockburn’s  prin¬ 
ciple  should  stand,  and  that  it  should  be 
altered  afterwards. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  No ;  the  other  way ! 

Mr.  DIBBS:  Then  I  misunderstood  the 
hon.  and  learned  member.  W  ith  regard 
to  what  was  said  by  the  hon.  members, 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  Sir  John  Downer,  I 
may  state  that  the  principle  of  one  man 
one  vote  has  been  affirmed  in  the  legisla¬ 
ture  of  New  South  Wales.  In  our  last 
session  it  was  affirmed  in  a  bill  to  give 
effect  to  it.  That  bill  w^as  read  a  second 
time.  But  owing  to  the  natural  jealousy 
of  the  Government  in  regard  to  it  the 
matter  was  shelved,  the  Government  pro¬ 
mising  to  bring  in  a  new  electoral  bill  in 
which  the  principle  should  be  given  effect 
to.  If  we  are  to  establish  federation  at 
all,  uniformity  in  regard  to  these  elections 
ought  to  be  one  of  the  principles  of  that 
federation.  From  one  of  the  clauses  of 
this  bill  we  find  that  there  are  some 
thirty-one  matters  which  we  are  supposed 
to  federate  on  for  the  purpose  of  obtain¬ 
ing  uniformity,  and  why  in  regard  to  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  we  should  not  have  uniformity 
of  election  I  fail  to  understand.  As  I 
have  not  understood  the  remarks  of  the 
lion,  and  learned  member,  Mr.  Barton,  I 
wdll  say  no  more  in  regard  to  his  amend¬ 
ment  at  present.  I  wish  to  point  out  that 
the  principle  of  one  man  one  vote  is  al¬ 
ready  recognised  in  some  of  the  colonies, 
and  that  in  the  largest  of  the  states — 


New  South  Wales — the  principle  has  been 
affirmed,  and  the  present  Government  are 
pledged  to  introduce  a  measure  during  the 
ensuing  session  to  carry  it  out,  and  no 
doubt  the  bill  will  be  carried.  Under  the 
circumstances,  why  should  we  not  now  in 
starting  this  larger  scheme  affirm  a  prin¬ 
ciple  which  is  a  principle  of  democracy  in 
its  purest  form  ? 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  confess  that  now  and 
again  I  have  some  difficulty  in  following 
the  views  of  some  hon.  members.  I 
imagined  that  we  all  understood  in  the 
formation  of  this  federation  that  it  was 
not  such  a  federation  as  would  be  a  com¬ 
plete  legislative  federation — federation  as 
in  the  case  of  older  states.  It  is  only  a 
partial  federation.  It  is  originated  wuth 
the  object  of  enabling  the  whole  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  on  this  continent  to  join  together  in 
a  union  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing 
work  which  could  not  otherwise  be  pro¬ 
perly  accomplished  by  the  states  separately. 
We  started  with  that  idea,  and  we  really 
did  believe  that  on  this  continent  the  colo¬ 
nies  of  Australia  would  be  able  to  do  a 
large  amount  of  good  if  they  were  able  to 
join  together  in  a  federation  of  that  kind. 
We  are  gradually  getting  beyond  that  idea, 
and  we  are  forging  ahead  to  such  an  extent 
that  we  propose  to  join  together  on  a  basis 
wholly  different  from  that  on  which  the 
people  in  the  various  states  joined  together 
amongst  themselves  for  the  pui'jioses  of 
carrying  on  legislation  and  government. 
I  confess  that  the  view  submitted  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  sitting  below  me  is  not 
new  to  the  public,  or  to  the  Convention, 
nor  was  it  altogether  new  to  the  commit¬ 
tee  who  considered  the  constitution  ;  but 
as  a  proposal  in  practical  politics  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  this  federation,  I  believe  it  is  new. 
We  are  here,  I  presume,  as  practical 
men,  to  do  practical  business.  The  prac¬ 
tical  business  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
perform,  each  delegate  representing  his 
individual  state,  is  to  lay  a  foundation 
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and  to  prepare  a  bill  for  tlie  purpose  of 
carrying  federation  into  effect — to  draft 
a  constitution.  Lines  were  laid  down  for 
our  consideration  by  our  President  when 
he  submitted  his  resolutions  to  ins,  and 
the  idea  whicli  they  indicated  was  tliat  so 
far  as  the  constitution  was  concerned,  it 
was  to  be  framed  on  such  lines  as  would 
bring  the  various  states  to  join  in  this 
federation  on  grounds  wliich  we  all  pretty 
well  understood.  Now,  what  were  some 
of  the  most  important  of  these  grounds? 
We  believe  that  in  drafting  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  and  obtaining  persons  to  represent 
tlie  states  in  the  house  of  representatives 
and  in  the  senate,  in  order  to  facilitate 
matters,  it  would  be  the  wisest  thing  to 
take  the  legislative  powers  possessed  by 
the  several  colonies  in  their  constitutions, 
and  we  believe  that  the  basis  upon  which 
we  propose  to  frame  these  bodies  is  the 
most  natural  and  simple  possible.  Take 
all  the  colonies — Victoria,  New  South 
Wales,  Queensland — each  of  them  have  a 
representation  based  on  a  franchise  to 
which  in  nearly  all  cases  up  to  the  present 
time  has  there  been  scarcely  any  serious 
objection.  The  one  question  conflicting 
with  it  is  the  “  one  man  one  vote”  prin¬ 
ciple.  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  believe  that  ‘‘one 
man  one  vote”  would  be  more  satisfactory 
to  the  people  as  a  whole  than  the  present 
franchise ;  but  I  say  that  the  existing 
franchise  here  is  marvellously  liberal.  It 
is  scarcely  exceeded  in  liberality  in  any 
country  in  the  world.  We  possess  under 
the  respective  constitutions  of  the  several 
colonies  the  greatest  possible  liberty  that 
one  can  conceive  that  a  man  might  have 
under  any  constitution.  What  is  the  result? 
We  can  make  our  own  laws  and  no  difficulty 
has  occurred,  except  in  a  few  instances 
w’here  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  has 
existed  between  men  holding  opposite  views, 
but  who  have  been  sufficiently  liberal  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  serious  trouble  from  arising  in  any 


of  the  states.  But  what  is  the  proposal  now? 
We  are  to  depart  from  the  constitutions 
in  existence  in  the  various  states,  enabling 
electors  to  vote  for  representatives  in  the 
popular  house,  and  to  place  in  the  hands 
of  the  federal  parliament  tlie  power  to  say. 
We  shall  completely  subvert  these  consti¬ 
tutions.  With  what  object  ?  Is  it  with 
the  object  of  having  these  states  repre¬ 
sented,  or  is  it  with  the  object  of  practi¬ 
cally  altering  their  constitutions  altogether 
so  far  as  their  representation  in  the  federal 
parliament  is  concerned  ?  In  my  judgment 
that  is  altogether  apart  from  the  original 
object  with  which  we  started,  namely,  to 
have  the  states  represented  in  the  federal 
parliament  practically  as  they  are  repre¬ 
sented  in  their  own. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  And  in  the  manner 
that  they  themselves  think  best  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES :  With  only  this  differ¬ 
ence  :  that  with  respect  to  the  senate  the  re¬ 
presentation  is  to  be  of  a  different  character, 
because  the  parliaments  of  the  various- 
states  are  asked  to  send  representatives  to 
the  senate  in  order  that  that  body  may  be 
representative  of  the  states.  But  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  popular  branch  of  the  federal 
parliament,  namely,  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  that  is  to  be  based  upon  the 
representation  given  to  each  elector  of  the 
various  states  in  the  legislative  assemblies  of 
those  states.  And  why  ?  Because  it  is  true 
that  in  each  colony  the  popular  branch  of 
the  legislature  is  I'epresentativeof  the  great 
bulk  of  the  people.  If  they  conceive  that 
for  their  own  interest  and  welfare  their 
suffrage  is  based  exactly  in  the  way  that  can 
best  promote  their  prosperity,  they  will 
consider  it  an  improper  interference  with 
their  rights  to  be  called  upon  to  elect 
members  to  the  house  of  representatives 
upon  a  franchise  different  from  that  upon 
which  they  elect  their  representatives  to 
their  own  house  of  assembly.  And  are  they 
not  to  be  the  judges  ?  Who  else  are  to  be 
the  judges,  if  they  are  not  ?  As  I  said  at  the 
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beginning,  il  we  were  to  have  a  complete 
legivslative  federation,  and  all  the  states 
were  abolished  except  for  merely  municipal 
purposes,  I  could  understand  this  body 
agreeing  to  a  totally  different  franchise 
from  that  at  present  existing  in  any  of  the 
states.  But  may  I,  for  a  second,  remiinl 
hon.  gentlemen  that  only  the  other  day  we 
were  told  by  some  hon.  members  that  they 
had  it  in  contemplation  to  submit  to  their 
own  houses  of  parliament  a  bill  for  the 
enfrancliisement  of  women,  and  if  the 
amendment  be  carried  we  may  have  the 
federal  parliament  passing  a  bill,  not  only 
based  upon  the  most  liberal  franchise  that 
exists  in  any  of  the  states,  but  even  intro¬ 
ducing  a  new  element  altogether,  the  politi¬ 
cal  effect  of  which,  I  venture  to  say,  no  man 
within  these  walls  can  foresee — namely,  the 
enfranchisement  of  women. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Cannot  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  trust  the  federal  parliament] 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  We  are  not  speaking 
of  trusting  the  federal  parliament.  We 
might  as  well  say,  “  We  need  no  provisions 
in  the  constitution  that  will  limit  their 
power  or  tie  their  bands  in  any  way.” 
What  the  hon.  member  practically  con¬ 
tends  for  is  that  the  federal  parliament 
shall  be  given  a  constitution  in  blank,  so 
that  it  can  do  what  it  likes,  without  any 
limitation  whatever  to  its  powers.  That 
is  the  meaning  of  his  interjection. 

Mr.  Playford  ;  They  will  represent  the 
people  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  We  will  trust  the 
federal  parliament  on  the  grounds  and  on 
the  provisions  contained  in  tlie  constitu¬ 
tion.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  words 
state  rights”  if  they  do  not  mean  that 
certain  provisions  are  to  be  inserted  in  the 
constitution  which  will  control  the  federal 
parliament,  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  have  us  trust  implicitly  ]  His  idea 
is  that  we  should  absolutely  pass  over  to 
the  federal  parliament  the  rights  of  all  the 
states  individually,  even  of  the  smallest 
[J/r.  GillUs, 


of  them.  If  that  were  done,  we  could 
swamp  them  to-morrow  simply  because 
wo  had  a  majority.  But  this  is  not  the 
object  which  we  have  in  view  in  fram¬ 
ing  the  constitution  of  the  federal  ))arlia- 
ment.  We  desire  to  see  that  every  indi¬ 
vidual  state,  whether  it  be  large  or  small, 
shall  be  protected  under  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution.  It  is  in  common  justice 
to  the  stiites  coming  into  the  federation 
tliat  these  i)rovisions  are  inserted  in  the 
constitution.  Are  we  to  give  them  no 
rights  ;  are  we  to  give  them  no  claims?  If 
they  come  into  the  federation  they  will 
come  in  under  certain  conditions,  and  we 
have  carefully  provided  that  these  condi¬ 
tions  shall  not  be  changed  at  t\\e  12)86  dixit 
of  a  simple  majority.  "W^e  take  care  tliat 
the  rights  of  each  of  the  states,  even  tl>e 
smallest  of  them,  shall  be  preserved,  and 
that  when  they  have  voluntarily  come 
within  the  federation  upon  certain  well- 
known  lines,  those  lines  shall  not  be  de¬ 
parted  from  unless  they  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  prote.sting.  We  provide  that  a 
change  shall  only  be  made  by  an  absolute 
majority  of  the  federal  parliament,  and  at 
the  same  time  that  their  decision,  whatever 
it  may  be,  shall  be  referred  to  a  convention 
of  the  electors  in  each  state  which  must  sup¬ 
port  the  majority  of  the  federal  parliament. 
So  that  talking  of  submitting  everything 
and  leaving  everything  to  the  federal  par¬ 
liament,  is  not  reasonable.  That  is  tlie 
reason  why  I  say  that  we  are  making  a 
proposal  which,  I  contend,  is  in  contraven¬ 
tion  of  the  distinct  understanding  upon 
which  gentlemen  came  here,  representing 
the  various  colonies — what  to  do  ?  To  see 
that  justice  was  done  to  all.  Now  tliere  is  a 
new  departure.  We  are  to  submit  new 
proposals  to  be  embodied  in  the  constitu¬ 
tion  which  completely  alter  the  representa¬ 
tion  of  the  most  popular  branches  of  the 
legislatures  in  the  whole  of  the  states.  The 
suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  federal 
parliament,  under  this  proposal,  would  be 
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in  a  po.sition  to  so  completely  change  the 
franchise  for  the  election  of  memhers  to 
the  federal  parliament  as  to  extend  the 
franchise  to  women.  1  assert  that, although 
I  have  paid  great  attention  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  this  question,  I  have  not,  up 
to  the  present  hour,  been  able  to  learn 
from  any  one  who  has  supported  these 
proposals  what  the  consequence  of  such  a 
violent  change  would  be  in  our  political 
institutions.  I  am  not  going  to  say  at 
this  moment  that  I  would  condemn  a  pro¬ 
posal  of  that  kind  if  I  w^ere  convinced 
that  it  was  one  that  would  promote  the 
interests  of  the  whole  community  of  men 
and  women  ;  but  I  say  that  up  to  the 
present  hour  not  one  solitary  state  on  this 
'Continent  has  ever  attempted  to  submit 
for  legislative  decision  a  proposition  of  that 
kind.  I  object  to  arbitrary  power  being 
^ven  to  the  federal  parliament  to  deal 
with  the  franchise  of  the  whole  of  the 
people  in  the  way  to  which  I  have  re¬ 
ferred.  If  we  are  to  be  practical  men,  if  we 
honestly  believe  that  it  is  our  duty  to  carry 
a  rational  constitution  for  a  federal  parlia¬ 
ment,  we  must,  I  say,  abandon  these  fads. 
Fads  they  are,  at  any  rate  up  to  the  present 
hour,  and  I  say  %ve  must  abandon  them. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  Which  fads  1 

Mr.  GILLIES:  The  hon.  gentleman’s 
proposal  is  a  fad. 

Dr.  CocKBURX :  What !  Manhood  suf¬ 
frage  a  fad  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  No,  it  is  not  manhood 
suffi*age;  we  have  manhood  suffiuge,  and 
w'e  are  prepared  to  stick  to  manhood  suf¬ 
frage.  I  claim  for  our  Parliament,  the 
Parliament  of  Victoria,  the  powder  to  frame 
its  laws  as  it  thinks  proper  with  reference 
to  the  right  of  electors,  or  any  man  in  the 
community  to  vole. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Have  you  women’s  suf¬ 
frage  in  Victoria  1 

jMr.  GILLIES  :  The  hon.  gentleman 
cannot  keep  quiet ;  he  is  bound  to  speak. 
Interruption  can  do  no  good,  because  it  is 


not  argument.  In  the  colony  of  Victoria 
we  claim  the  right  to  frame  our  electoral 
laws  as  we  think  proper — to  admit  every 
pei*son  to  the  suffrage.  We  claim  the  right 
to  frame  our  laws  so  that  there  shall  be  one 
man  one  vote.  No  doubt  that  principle 
may  be  delayed  for  a  time ;  but  I  believe 
that  in  all  the  colonies  it  will  come  by-and- 
by.  But  why  .should  we  rush  this  question 
at  the  present  hour?  Why  should  we 
draw  a  herring  across  the  track,  and  try 
to  prevent — as  I  believe  will  be  the  case 
if  a  proposal  of  this  kind  is  carried — the 
federal  parliament  making  such  laws  as  it 
thinks  proper  ?  I  deny  that  right ;  I  do 
not  think  it  is  desirable.  I  believe  that  if 
we  are  going  to  do  real  practical  work,  and 
to  form  a  federation,  we  must  be  prepared 
for  the  present  to  abide  by  the  laws  on 
electoral  subjects  which  are  made  in  each 
of  the  colonies;  that  the  colonies,  in  return¬ 
ing  men  to  parliament,  shall  return  those 
men  elected  on  the  popular  basis  to  the 
popular  bi*anch  of  the  legislature  ;  and 
we  must  be  prepared  to  abide  by  those 
laws  so  long  as  they  exist.  To  say  that  we 
are  to  insist  on  the  colony  of  Victoria, 
or  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales,  or 
the  colony  of  Queensland,  or  indeed  any 
other  colony,  electing  persons  to  the  popu¬ 
lar  branch  of  the  federal  parliament  under 
totally  different  laws  and  conditions  to 
those  appertaining  to  the  individual  colo¬ 
nies,  hcis  never  before  been  contended;  and 
I  am  sorry  that  the  question  has  been 
raised  at  present,  because  I  am  confident 
we  are  raising  difficulties  in  the  path  of 
federation  which  are  wholly  unnecessary. 
I  venture  to  say  that  there  are  some 
mattei-s  contained  in  the  bill  now  before 
us  which,  if  persisted  in,  will  raise  new 
difficulties  and  new  troubles.  For  what 
purpose — with  what  object?  Surely  not 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  federation  ! 
I  say,  however,  that  they  will  help  to  pre¬ 
vent  federation.  This  proposal  for  federa¬ 
tion  will  naturally  encounter,  in  conse- 
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quence  of  natural  diversities  of  opinions 
in  the  various  colonies,  sufficient  opposi¬ 
tion,  without  our  raising  new  difficulties 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  raise.  The 
man  who  raises  new  and  unnecessary  diffi¬ 
culties  ill  our  path  at  the  present  moment 
is  not  a  man,  in  my  oj>inion,  who  is  truly 
favourable  to  federation. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  The  arguments  of 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  were  so  en¬ 
tirely  directed  against  the  proposal  of  the 
lion,  member,  ^Ir.  Barton,  and  not  against 
mine,  that  I  think  it  is  for  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Barton,  to  answer  them,  and  not 
for  me.  I  concur  in  almost  the  wliole  of 
the  remarks  made  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
w’ho  last  .spoke.  I  think  that  the  greatest 
diversity  should  be  left  to  the  legislatures 
in  everything  but  things  essential.  With 
the  exception  of  the  question  of  one  man 
one  vote  I  would  leave  all  the  remainder 
of  the  realm  of  diversities  to  the  legisla¬ 
tures.  I  agree  that  it  would  be  a  mistake 
to  cramp  the  individuality  of  the  different 
states  bypassing  a  general  law  arranging  the 
franchise  in  every  detail.  J nst  a  word  with 
regard  to  the  statement  that  any  one  who 
advocates  that  manhood  suffrage  and  the 
one  man  one  vote  principle  should  find  a 
place  in  this  constitution  is  standing  in  the 
way,  to  some  extent,  of  earl}'  federation. 
I  maintain  that  it  is  quite  the  opposite. 
Unless  you  do  this,  those  colonies  which 
already  possess  manhood  suffrage  and  the 
one  man  one  vote  principle  will  have  to 
think  very  seriously  before  they  surrender 
their  liberties  and  make  a  retrograde  step. 
It  is  a  well-known  saying  that  in  democracy 
there  is  no  step  backward. 

]\rr.  Fitzgerald  :  What  addition  will 
one  man  one  vote  give  to  the  people?  Why, 
it  is  a  bagatelle  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  It  gives  a  great  deal 
in  principle,  and  something  in  practice, 
and  to  a.sk  those  who  for  many  years  have 
enjoyed  the  principle  of  one  man  one  vote 
to  delegate  any  portion  of  the  functions 
[I/r.  Gillies, 


they  now  exercise  to  a  body  which  is  not 
founded  on  so  fair  a  basis,  would  be  to 
ask  them  to  do  something  which  I  ques¬ 
tion  very  much  whether  they  would  will¬ 
ingly  undertake.  Instead  of  my  proposal 
standing  in  the  way  of  federation,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  it  will  stand  in  the 
Avay  of  federation  if  it  is  not  carried. 
These  communities  are  progressive,  and 
they  can  easily  advance;  but  it  is  very 
difficult  for  them  to  go  back,  and  I  do  not 
think  they  ought  to  go  back.  I  should  be 
sorry  to  see  any  colony  which  possessed 
these  privileges  surrender  them  in  any  re¬ 
spect  whatever.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  see  the  other  colo¬ 
nies  standing  in  the  back  rank  come  up 
and  take  their  places  in  the  rank  of  free¬ 
dom  ;  and  that  is  what  they  would  do.  I 
consider  that  those  who  are  advocating  the 
insertion  of  this  fundamental  principle  of 
democracy  in  our  constitution  are  smooth¬ 
ing  the  way  to  federation,  and  are  not 
placing  obstacles  in  the  path. 

Mr.  Barton  ;  Is  the  hon.  member  pre¬ 
pared  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  to  make 
room  for  the  other  one  to  be  discussed  ? 

Dr.  COCKBURN :  I  have  already  stated 
that  I  would  allow  my  amendment  to  be 
withdraw  in  order  that  the  lion,  gentleman 
may  introduce  his  amendment.  I  w’ould 
point  out  that  the  hon.  member’s  amend¬ 
ment  introduces  an  entirely  different  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  that  it  will  in  no  way  qualify 
the  addition  of  the  wcrds  afterwards.  As 
it  does  not  really  touch  the  question,  I  feel 
bound  in  courte.sy  to  withdraw  my  amend¬ 
ment,  in  order  that  the  hon.  member  may 
move  his  amendment  first. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  move  : 

That  the  clause  be  amended  by  inserting  at 
its  commencement  the  following  words  : — “The 
parliament  of  the  commonwealth  may  make 
laws  prescribing  a  uniform  qualification  of  elec¬ 
tors  of  members  of  the  hoiise  of  representatives. 
Until  the  parliamentof  the  commonwealth  other- 
V  ise  xirovidea  ’’ 
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As  I  said  a  little  while  ago,  I  have 
adopted  some  words  parallel  with  those  in 
clause  21,  referring  to  the  senate,  so  that  the 
parliament  may  with  reference  to  the  house 
of  representatives,  as  well  as  to  the  senate, 
have  the  power  of  prescribing  a  uniform 
manner  of  choosing  members.  In  dealing 
with  this  matter  before,  I  did  not  make 
myself  sufficiently  clear  to  my  hon.  friend, 
Mr.  Dibbs.  What  I  mean  by  this  amend¬ 
ment  is  this :  The  clause  as  printed  in 
the  bill  prescribes  the  qualification  of  each 
state  to  be  adopted  as  the  qualification  for 
electors  of  members  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives.  To  that  I  object,  because,  what¬ 
ever  opinion  may  be  held  from  time  to 
time  by  the  majority  in  the  commonwealth, 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  majority,  as  ex¬ 
ercising  their  functions  through  the  par¬ 
liament  of  the  commonwealth,  should  be 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  from  time  to 
time  of  expressing  that  opinion  by  pre¬ 
scribing  the  franchise.  I  believe  that,  al¬ 
though  we  are  giving  to  the  various  states, 
in  the  first  instance,  the  power  of  sending 
members  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
elected  upon  the  franchise  for  the  time¬ 
being  of  the  more  numerous  house,  still 
that  is  a  power  which  ought  never  to 
be  intended  to  be  perpetuated  in  the  con¬ 
stitution,  because  there  can  be  nothing 
more  desirable  than  that  there  should  be 
a  uniform  basis  of  election  for  members  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  there  cer¬ 
tainly  can  be  nothing  more  undesirable 
than  that  members  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  being  elected  upon  different  suf¬ 
frages  in  different  states,  should  be  met 
with  the  argument  that  they  are  either 
more  conservative  or  more  democratic  in 
the  manner  of  their  election  than  those 
who  represent  other  parts  of  the  common- 
w’ealth.  We  have  to  recollect  that,  with 
respect  to  the  house  of  the  commonwealth 
— that  which  may  be  more  accurately  de¬ 
scribed  as  the  main  house  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  the  national  assembly — we  should 


endeavour  to  representuniformlythenation. 
I  use  this  word  nation  ”  without  in  any 
sense  implying  that  it  is  a  nation  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  British  empire.  Well,  if  it  is  a 
sensible  thing  that  there  should  not  be  an 
oppoii:unity  left  for  argument  between 
hon.  members  coming  from  one  state  and 
those  from  another  as  to  the  basis  upon 
which  they  are  elected  by  the  people — if 
it  is  a  desirable  thing  that  the  people  of 
the  whole  commonwealth,  being  fellow- 
citizens,  and  being  equally  fellow-citizens 
for  that  purpose,  should  vote  equally — 
then  there  can  be  no  question,  I  take  it, 
that  the  suffrage  throughout  the  common¬ 
wealth  should  be  uniform.  It  has  been 
very  stoutly  and  w'armly  argued  by  the 
hon.  member,  ]Mr,  Gillies,  that  w’e  should 
leave  things  as  proposed  in  the  bill ;  but 
I  cannot  see  my  way  to  assent  to  that, 
as  anything  but  a  temporaiy  proposition, 
because  I  do  not  see  how’  we  can  w^ell  say 
that  we  have  constituted  a  free  parliament 
for  the  commonwealth  unless  we  give 
that  parliament  power  to  choose  the  fran¬ 
chise  upon  which  the  parliament  shall  be 
elected. 

Mr.  Donaldso'  :  And  interfere  Tvith 
state  rights  ! 

^Tr.  BARTON  :  I  do  not  see  why  the 
hon.  gentleman  should  say  and  interfere 
w  ith  state  rights  ”  unless  this  franchise  is 
an  uneven,  and  in  that  sense  a  rugged  one. 
I  do  not  see  why  the  hon.  member  should 
assume  that  a  parliament  elected  on  a 
uniform  basis  as  prescribed  by  the  common* 
'wealth  w'ould  be  more  likely  to  interfere 
w’ith  the  interests  of  the  states  than  w^ould 
one  elected  on  a  totally  uneven  basis. 
What  is  the  reason  for  the  fear  ? 

Mr.  Donaldson  :  The  states  of  America 
never  insisted  on  this  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  What  have  I  to  do 
with  that  1  Are  w’e  building  an  American 
constitution  ? 

Mr.  Donaldson  :  We  are  taking  a  copy 
from  it  wdiere  advisable  ! 
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Mr.  BARTON  :  We  are  taking  a  copy 
from  it  where  advisable  ]  but  we  are  exer¬ 
cising  our  own  judgment  as  to  wliat  is 
advisable.  It  is  no  argument  to  say  that 
a  certain  provision  is  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  ;  but  if  I  find  that 
it  is  applicable  to  the  condition  of  this 
country  I  have  no  hesitation  in  taking  the 
form  of  words,  if  they  are  fit  words,  in 
which  it  is  embodied  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  However,  it  is 
no  argument  to  say  that  a  certain  prin¬ 
ciple  or  provision  is  in  the  constitution  of 
one  country  or  another.  What  we  are 
concerned  about  is  whether  a  provision  is 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  this  country. 
Then  there  can  be  no  harm  in  adopting 
the  words  if  they  are  fit  words.  There 
is  no  plagiarism,  as  suggested,  for  if  cer¬ 
tain  words  have  stood  the  test  of  time,  and 
are  adapted  for  carrying  out  our  wishes, 
we  should  take  them,  unless  we  can  find 
better  ones.  Our  adopting  those  words 
does  not  imply  any  superiority  in  the  con¬ 
stitution  from  which  we  adopt  them,  unless 
the  idea  contained  in  those  words  has  first 
commended  itself  to  our  judgment. 

Mr.  J.  Forrest  :  Why  did  not  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  do  this  in  com¬ 
mittee  ? 

Mr.  BARTON  :  J  did  express  my  views 
on  this  question  in  committee.  From  the 
beginning  I  have  held  the  ojdriion  that  if 
we  constitute  a  free  parliament  in  a  free 
country,  we  must  give  the  Iiouse  most 
directly  responsible  to  the  people  the  right 
of  fixing  tJie  franchise.  You  must  allow  not 
only  that  house,  for  that  is  a  mere  form  of 
words,  but  the  people,  to  fix  their  franchise. 
We  must  therefore  look  to  the  people  of 
the  common w'ealth  to  constitute  a  franchise 
upon  which  they  shall  be  represented  in  the 
house  of  representatives.  If  we  do  not, 
we  are  not  adding  to  the  liberty  of  the 
states  or  people  ;  but  are  taking  something 
away.  There  is  no  inconsistency  between 
this  position  and  the  strongest  advocacy  of 
[J/r.  Barton 


state  interests  where  they  are  concerned. 
There  is  another  house — an  elected  one — 
that  is  to  directly  represent  the  states,  and 
it  is  a  reasonable  and  consistent  thing  to 
give  to  the  legislatures  of  the  states,  if 
they  are  adopted  as  the  electoral  body,  the 
right  of  choosing  their  representatives  in 
the  senate  in  the  manner  they  deem  best. 
But  that  does  not  afiect  the  argument  as 
regards  the  house  of  representatives  one 
bit.  It  is  the  house  directly  representing 
the  people,  directly  representing  the  com¬ 
monwealth  itself,  and  is  expected  to  w'ork, 
as  we  hope  it  will,  with  the  house  which 
rei>resents  tlie  federal  principle. 

Mr.  Gillies:  And  form  one  liomogene- 
ous  state  % 

Mr.  BARTON  :  Yes ;  and  form  one 
homogeneous  state.  He  who  says  that  they 
wdll  not  form  one  homogeneous  state  to¬ 
gether  might  as  well  argue  that,  where 
there  are  two  houses,  one  with  manhood 
suffrage,  and  another  with  a  property  quali¬ 
fication,  you  cannot  form  a  homogeneous 
state.  There  you  have  class  representation;^ 
but  here  you  have  not ;  that  is  the  differ¬ 
ence. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  But  there  are  six  or  seven 
colonies  to  come  in  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  What  have  I  to  do 
with  the  number  of  colonies'?  The  prin¬ 
ciple,  if  good,  is  good  for  six  or  sixtj^ 
Wliat  certainly  did  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  clear  in  an  argument  on  my  proposal, 
addressed  to  the  Committee  by  one  hon. 
member,  is  this  :  upon  what  form  of  reason 
it  was  contended  that,  although  we  might 
constitute  a  house  of  parliament  directly 
representing  tlie  people  elected  on  popular 
suffrage,  and  allow  the  people,  as  repre¬ 
sented  in  that  parliament,  to  make  their 
laws,  so  far  as  the  form  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  allows  them,  and  to  present  them 
to  the  other  house  for  concurrence,  we 
should  refuse  them  permission  to  make 
their  own  laws  as  to  a  franchise  which 
shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  whole  people. 


Australia  Bill, 


631 


[2  Apiul,  1891.] 


Commonwealth  of 

It  seems  to  be  suggested  that  any  one  who 
thinks  that  state  interests  should  be  pre- 
serv'ed  in  the  senate  is  also  compelled  to 
abandon  any  idea  of  equal  democratic  re¬ 
presentation.  That  is  not  so,  and  I  feel 
as  strongly  my  principle  in  this  matter  as 
1  feel  strongly  my  principle  with  reference 
to  election  to  the  senate,  and  I  trust  that 
this  amendment  wdll  be  adopted,  and  that 
we  shall  not  seek  to  fetter  the  hands  of 
tlie  commonwealth  in  any  way,  tliat  we 
shall  not  seek  to  take  away  from  the  par¬ 
liament  of  the  commonwealth  the  poNver 
of  prescribing,  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  how  the  people  shall  elect  members 
to  that  house.  I  have  already  said  that 
this  amendment,  if  adopted,  will  not  inter¬ 
fere  w  ith  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Dr.  Cockburn.  If  the  amendment  is 
adopted,  and  the  clause  as  it  stands  follows 
it,  and  then  the  amendment  of  Dr.  Cockburn 
is  proposed,  the  result  will  be  this  :  the 
amendment  of  Dr.  Cockburn,  if  adopted, 
will  qualify  the  whole  of  the  clause,  and 
introduce  the  principle  he  wishes  to  intro¬ 
duce,  whatever  system  of  election  ensues ; 
if,  on  the  contrary,  the  amendment  of  Dr. 
Cockburn  is  rejected,  it  will  not  prevent,  and 
it  ought  not  to  prevent,  the  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth  from  legislating  if  it 
chooses  in  the  direction  of  one  man  one 
vote,  or  in  the  direction  of  any  other 
popular  reform  ;  and,  therefore,  instead  of 
fettering  the  proposal  of  Dr.  Cockburn,  if 
he  should  chance  to  lose  his  amendment, 
the  amendment  w^hich  I  suggest  will  leave 
a  way  by  which  that  ])opular  principle  can 
be  proposed  and  fought  out  in  the  com¬ 
monwealth. 

Amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  What  is  the  good  of 
raising  unnecessary  ditiiculties  ?  We  shall 
have  quite  enough  difficulties  to  overcome 
without  placing  any  unnecessary  impedi¬ 
ments  in  the  road  of  federation.  I  wish 
to  remind  hon.  members  of  what  has  taken 
place  in  Canada  wdth  reference  to  this 


matter.  The  clause  in  the  Canadian  Con¬ 
stitution  which  deals  with  this  question  i.s 
in  somewhat  similar  words  to  those  now 
proposed  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton. 
And  what  has  been  tlie  result  ?  For  a 
considerable  time  the  Canadian  Parlia¬ 
ment  did  not  exercise  the  power  of  insti¬ 
tuting  a  uniform  system  of  election,  and  as 
long  as  they  so  refrained  everything  went 
well,  and  the  people  were  satisfied.  But 
in  an  evil  hour  they  exercised  their  power, 
and  nothing  else  they  have  done  has  given 
rise  to  so  much  ill-feeling  and  so  much  fric¬ 
tion.  The  people  in  thedillerent  provinces 
of  Canada  turned  round  and  suiti,  “Why 
should  you  deprive  us  of  that  system  of 
election  to  which  we  are  wedded,  and  to 
w  hich  we  are  accustomed  Why  should 
you  force  upon  us  something  we  do  not 
want]  What  has  it  got  to  do  with  you 
how  we  elect  our  representatives  to  the 
national  assembly,  if  w^e  elect  them,  and 
that  election  satisfies  us  I  wish  to  point 
that  out  to  hen.  members,  because,  inevit- 
ably,  when  we  go  back  to  our  diflferent 
colonies  and  ask  them  to  assent  to  this  con¬ 
stitution,  we  shall  meet  enemies  at  all 
hands ;  and,  undoubtedly,  wdiat  has  ha])- 
pened  in  Canada  will  be  raked  up  against 
us,  and  it  w  ill  be  said,  “  See  how  the 
people  in  Canada  have  had  their  privileges 
and  rights  intei-fered  with  unnecessarily 
by  a  provision  such  as  this  ;  and  now  you 
ask  us  to  give  pow’er  to  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  to  enact  such  a  law,  wliicli  has  wmrked 
so  detrimentally  in  Canada.”  I  think  we 
ought  to  take  warning  by  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  that  country. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  shall  be  unable  to 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  ^Ir.  Barton.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
are  losing  sight  somewdiatof  the  object  we 
liad  in  view.  We  are  not  now’  forming  a 
unified  nation.  We  are  only  forming  an 
arrangement  by  which  a  number  of  states 
can  come  together  for  the  accomplishment 
of  certain  objects  that  are  common  to  all. 
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I  think  the  less  we  intrude  into  tlie  ar¬ 
rangements  which  eacli  state  makes  for 
being  represented  in  the  common  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  better.  If  it  is  right  that  we 
should  so  intrude,  and  should  inquire  how 
they  arrange  to  be  represented,  then  I 
think  we  have  just  as  good  a  right  to  go  to 
the  upper  house  as  to  tlie  lower  house,  and 
I  do  not  sec  why  we  should  not  object  in 
some  cases  to  nominee  upper  houses.  New 
South  Wales,  for  instance,  has  a  nomi¬ 
nated  upper  house,  of  which  my  hon. 
friend,  ^Ir.  Barton,  I  believe,  is  a  member. 
Well,  we  want  to  scrutinise  the  ma¬ 
chinery  wliich  each  state  provides  for  re¬ 
turning  members  to  the  federal  parliament, 
we  might  raise  an  objection  to  colonies  re¬ 
turning  them  through  a  nominee  upper 
house,  on  the  ground  that  many  of  us  do 
not  agree  with  such  an  institution.  But 
we  do  not  propose  to  interfere  with  any 
colony  having  a  nominee  upper  house.  We 
leave  it  full  and  equal  power  with  the 
colony  that  has  an  elective  upper  house  ; 
and  just  in  the  same  way,  I  think,  we 
should  leave  it  to  each  state  to  determine 
for  itself  by  what  electoral  machinery  it 
wull  return  the  men  whom  it  chooses  to 
repre.sent  it  in  the  liouse  of  representatives 
of  the  federal  legislature.  I  think  there 
is  truth  in  what  the  hon.  member  wdio  pre¬ 
ceded  me  said,  namely,  that  Canada  has 
got  into  difliculties  by  this  very  step,  and 
by  taking  upon  itself  to  interfere  with  the 
electoral  machinery  and  arrangements  of 
the  different  provinces  subject  to  the  Do¬ 
minion  Government,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  we  should  give  dissatisfaction  if  we 
took  a  similar  step. 

KINGSTON  :  I  think  it  is  rather 
a  pity  that  some  arguments  whicli  we  have 
heard  addressed  to  the  Convention  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  clause  were  not  ad¬ 
vanced  at  the  time  w’hen  we  were  discuss¬ 
ing  tlie  propriety  of  establishing  a  uni¬ 
form  system  in  connection  with  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  senators,  because  I  am  satisfied 
\Mt.  Wrixon, 


that  had  lliey  been  put  with  the  force 
with  wliich  they  have  now  been  put,  the 
small  minority  who  w^ere  found  recording 
their  votes  in  favour  of  allowing  each 
state  to  settle  the  matter  for  itself  as  it 
thought  best  would  have  been  converted 
into  a  large  majority.  I  thought,  and 
still  think,  that  it  is  just  as  well  to  refrain 
from  interfering  wnth  the  states  in  the 
decision  of  these  questions  for  themselves, 
and  I  cannot  see  my  way  to  support  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Barton,  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  giving  the  federal  parliament  pow’er  to 
remove  the  subject  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  states.  Of  course  there  must  be  some 
limitation  as  to  the  powers  of  the  states  in 
connection  with  the  decision  of  the  ques¬ 
tion.  'NVe  are  surely  justified  in  laying 
down  some  rules  for  their  guidance,  and 
when  the  proper  time  comes  I  shall  be 
found  recording  ray  vote  in  favour  of  the 
amendment  indicated  by  my  colleague, 
Dr.  Cockburn.  The  two  questions  are,  of 
course,  involved  in  this  amendment — the 
one  as  to  the  propriety  of  insisting  upon 
a  property  qualification  as  portion  of  the 
electoral  franchise  for  the  national  assem¬ 
bly,  and  the  otlier  the  expediency  of  pro¬ 
hibiting  any  elector  having  more  than  one 
vote  in  connection  with  the  return  of  a 
member  to  the  lower  branch  of  the  federal 
parliament.  These  two  propositions  have 
been  referred  to  in  a  variety  of  w’ays.  One 
hon.  delegate,  who,  I  believe,  will  find  one 
of  the  principles  at  least  embodied  in  the 
legislation  of  the  country  of  which  he  is  a 
distinguished  statesman,  has  referred  to 
them  as  ‘‘fads.”  I  do  not  propose  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  their  merits, 
for  I  imagine  that  'we  all  have  precon¬ 
ceived  ideas  on  the  sulqect  which  we 
are  not  likely  to  alter  during  the  short 
argument  which  can  take  place  on  the 
floor  of  this  Convention.  I  have  a  strong 
belief  in  the  propriety,  when  we  are  estab¬ 
lishing  a  constituency  for  the  return  of 
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members  to  a  national  assembly,  of  insist¬ 
ing  on  the  right  of  eacli  individual  to  one 
vote  in  virtue  of  liis  individuality,  of  re¬ 
cognising  that  right  and  conceding  it  to 
him  on  that  ground,  and  denying  it  to 
him  on  all  other  grounds  ;  and  it  is  for 
that  reason  that  I  shall  record  my  vote 
in  favour  of  the  amendment.  But,  sub¬ 
ject  to  tliose  qualifications  which  appear  to 
me  as  sufficient  to  mark  out  the  nature  of 
the  constituency  wliich  is  to  be  intrusted 
with  the  privilege  of  returning  members 
to  the  national  assembly,  I  would  leave 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  states  them¬ 
selves  to  settle  as  from  time  to  time  they 
think  fit.  At  tlie  same  time,  does  it  not 
strike  those  who  have  recorded  their  votes 
at  a  previous  stage  of  this  debate  in  favour 
of  establishing  a  uniform  system  for  the 
choice  of  senators,  that  it  is  rather  incon¬ 
sistent  to  lay  down  within  the  four  corners 
of  this  bill  a  rule  for  establishing  unifor¬ 
mity  to  the  extent  of  depriving  the  people 
of  all  right  of  direct  choice  of  senators  to 
represent  them  in  the  upper  house,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  refer  to  proposals  to  lay 
down  a  few  broad  lines  on  the  subject  of 
the  nature  of  the  qualifications  to  be  pos¬ 
sessed  by  the  electors  for  the  national  as¬ 
sembly  as  an  unwarrantable  interference 
with  state  rights,  and  an  impudent  intru¬ 
sion  on  the  rights  of  each  separate  colony 
to  settle  the  matter  for  itself  ?  Surely 
if  we  had  a  right  to  interfere  as  regards 
senators,  we  have  an  equal  right  to  inter¬ 
fere  wdth  reference  to  the  other  branch  of 
the  national  parliament.  I  sympathise  wit !i 
the  arguments  which  Lave  been  advanced 
against  unneces.sary  interference,  and  I  shall 
resist  the  amendment  which  proposes  to  put 
under  the  control  of  the  federal  parliament 
the  power  of  the  states  to  deal  with  these 
matters  for  themselves  as  from  time  to  time 
they  think  fit.  At  the  same  time  I  think 
we  shall  be  abundantly  justified  in  laying 
down  broad  principles  absolutely  essential, 
it  appears  to  me,  to  the  establishment  and 


maintenance  of  democratic  government  in 
connection  with  this  federation.  For  these 
reasons  I  shall  be  found  voting  in  favour 
of  the  embodiment  within  the  four  corners 
of  the  constitution  of  the  principles  which 
are  contained  in  the  amendment  of  which 
my  hon.  colleague  has  given  notice. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think, 
so  far  from  there  being  any  incon.sistency 
in  the  bill  as  it  is  framed,  it  is  perfectly 
consistent  wdth  respect  to  both  houses. 
W  ith  respect  to  the  senate,  we  have  pro¬ 
vided  that  the  electors  for  the  senate  shall 
bethepersons  wdio  are  appointed  by  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  state  to  make  laws  for  the 
state  ;  and  with  respect  to  the  house  of  re¬ 
presen  tative.s,  we  say  that  the  constituency 
shall  be  the  persons  who  are  appointed  by 
the  constitution  of  the  state  to  elect  the  law¬ 
makers  for  the  state.  The  two  principles 
are  identically  the  same  :  there  is  no  incon¬ 
sistency.  I  rose,  how’ever,  to  say  that  I 
had  entertained  a  little  doubt  in  listeninsr 
to  the  arguments  as  to  which  is  the  sounder 
view.  But  there  is  one  aspect  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  which  I  think  has  not  been  considered 
by  the  advocates  of  the  amendment  of  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton.  If  we  give  the 
parliament  of  the  common wealtli  power  to 
fix  a  uniform  qualification,  who  is  to  say 
that  they  may  not  limit  the  qualification 
instead  of  extending  it  1  That  is  by  no 
means  an  improbable  contingency. 

Mr.  Playford  ;  That  is  very  impro¬ 
bable  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Just  sup¬ 
pose  a  sudden  wave  of  fright  passing  over 
Australia  in  consequence  of  labour  troubles 
or  something  of  that  kind,  and  the  federal 
parliament  saying  that  it  would  not  allow 
itself  to  be  elected  by  sucli  people,  and 
pas.sing  a  law  limiting  the  franchise.  Such 
a  law  could  not  be  got  through  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  states,  but  the  smaller  number 
of  membei*s  coming  from  each  state  might 
be  willing  to  take  the  responsibility  of  pass¬ 
ing  it  in  the  federal  parliament.  It  might 
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happen  ;  such  things  have  happened.  At 
any  rate,  I  think  that  danger  is  quite  suf¬ 
ficient  for  us  to  say  that  the  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth  should  not  do  it ;  but 
if  it  is  to  be  done  it  should  be  done  by  a 
change  in  the  constitution.  These  are  the 
reasons  which  induce  me  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  stands. 

Hox.  Members  :  Question  1 

Mr.  Playford:  We  have  had  enough 
of  this  1 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Surely  wo  may 
be  heard  !  It  seems  to  me  that  we  have 
had  to  listen  to  many  speeches  to  which 
some  reply  ought  to  be  made.  I  wish  first 
to  say  this  :  that  the  hon.  member  for 
Victoria  used  an  argument  which  I  have 
often  heard  used  in  similar  debates  when 
there  was  a  struggle  going  on  between  two 
parties,  and  he  warned  us  that  those  on  his 
side  were  practical  men  and  meant  practical 
business.  Now',  we  are  practical  men,  and 
we  mean  practical  business,  and  \ve  are  more 
.  likely  to  fight  with  some  energy  because 
the  effort  is  to  deprive  us  of  rights  which 
are  dear  to  all  men.  The  effort  is  to  say 
this  :  that  w'e  w'ho  are  in  possession  of 
power,  and  an  unusual  power  j  that  we  who 
enjoy  plural  voting ;  that  we  who  enjoy  legis¬ 
lative  councils  which  are  either  based  upon 
a  property  qualification  or  have  absolute 
power  ;  that  we,  possessing  all  these  advan¬ 
tages,  are  determined  that  you  shall  not 
enter  into  all  your  rights  as  free  men, 
the  undoubted  rights  that  you  have.  I 
say,  therefore,  we  mean  practical  business 
also.  Now  what  is  the  actual  purport  of 
the  amendment  which  is  now  before  the 
Committee.  It  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  this  :  That  it  being  probable,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  probable  in  point  of  fact,  that 
you  will  gain  a  majority  on  this  question, 
you  propose  then  to  establish  a  machinery 
made  up  of  the  existing  machineries  which 
will  enable  you  to  hold  every  one  of  the 
advantageous  powers  that  you  have  now 
in  your  possession.  I  say  it  is  our  business 
[A^ir  Samuel  Griffith, 


to  resist  that  attempt,  and  not  to  consent 
to  the  pro))osal  which  is  now  before  us. 
We  are  told  that  it  is  meant  for  a  tempo¬ 
rary  purpose.  It  is  quite  true  that  it  has 
a  temporary  purpose;  but  what  is  created 
for  a  teni])orary  purpose  is  the  power  of 
saddling  a  permanent  thing  upon  Aus¬ 
tralia,  and  therefore  I  say  that  such  an 
amendment  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  pass. 
I  feel  satisfied  that  our  duty  is  not  only  to 
oppose  the  amendment,  but  to  adhere  to 
the  proposiil  which  will  then  come  before 
us  :  that  is,  a  proposal  which  shall  ensure 
a  free  vote  to  every  citizen  of  Australia. 
For  I  contend  that  if  we  set  up  in  per¬ 
petuity  the  same  form  of  government 
which  has  gone  on  for  so  long  a  period  of 
time  we  shall  be  doing  harm  to  Australia 
to  an  extent  which  we  can  scarcely  con¬ 
ceive.  I  say  that  the  present  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  possessed  by  tliese  great  states 
has  not  given  contentment  to  Australia, 
has  not  given  peace  to  Australia,  has  not 
carried  Australia  forward  to  that  pitch 
of  advancement  which  it  might  under 
another  system  of  government  attain. 
I  believe  that  if  the  government  had  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Australia,  in¬ 
stead  of  in  the  hands  of  wealth,  which  is 
the  real  position  it  now  occupies,  the 
troubles  now  existing  in  Australia  w'ould 
not  have  been  heard  of,  and  that  the  w'hole 
po.sition  of  the  population  of  the  country 
and  of  its  commerce  would  have  been  far 
more  advantageous  than  it  is  at  the  present 
moment.  I  can  see  no  reason  wdiatever 
for  continuing  such  a  government  wdien 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  has  given 
us  the  powder,  in  point  of  fact,  to  put  tlie 
government  of  the  country  in  the  hands 
of  the  people  to  be  administered  by  the 
people  and  for  the  people.  It  is  for  that 
w’e  contend  as  practical  men.  Hon.  mem¬ 
bers  may,  if  they  please,  call  this  a  fad, 
but  I  say  that  the  real  fad  is  that  by  which 
a  small  jjro[)ortion  of  the  j)opulation  are 
determined  to  maintain  a  power  over  their 
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fellow-men  greater  than  they  ought  to 
claim,  or  greater  than  they  can  justly  carry 
on.  I  shall,  therefore,  oppose  this  par¬ 
ticular  amendment. 

Sir  PATRICK  JENNINGS  :  I  have 
only  a  word  or  two  to  say  on  this  subject. 
I  think  it  would  be  an  unwise  departure 
from  the  principles  which  we  have  sought 
to  embody  in  this  bill  to  insert  the  words 
proposed  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton, 
or  to  agree  to  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
member,  Dr.  Cockburn.  I  think  nothing 
could  be  more  disastrous  than  any  gratuit¬ 
ous  interference  with  the  constitutions  of 
these  colonies  with  regard  to  their  elec¬ 
toral  laws.  We  have  accepted  the  consti¬ 
tutions  of  the  various  parliaments  so  far 
as  the  election  of  the  senate  is  concerned, 
and  we  may  safely  take  the  same  course 
with  regard  to  the  house  of  representatives. 
It  would  be  safer  and  easier  in  every  way 
to  initiate  the  working  of  this  great  scheme 
without  dictating  to  the  several  colonies 
an  alteration  of  their  electoral  laws.  These 
laws  have  been  made  by  the  people  of  the 
several  colonies,  and  the  people  can  alter 
them  from  time  to  time  so  as  to  admit  of 
the  introduction  of  any  new  proposal  such 
as  that  of  one  man  one  vote.  It  will  make 
very  little  difference  in  the  rej^resentation 
of  New  South  Wales  whether  we  here 
adopt  the  principle  or  not.  I  am  not  per¬ 
sonally  opposed  to  it  ;  but  I  do  not  want 
to  go  back  to  the  electors  of  the  colony 
and  tell  them  that  they  cannot  join  the 
federation  until  they  Jiave  adopted  it.  I 
think  it  would  be  extremely  unwise  to 
hamper  the  bill  in  tliat  way.  And  with 
regard  to  nominee  houses,  surely,  if  a 
state  wishes  to  have  a  nominated  upper 
house,  it  can  have  it.  The  ministers  who 
nominate  the  members  of  that  house  are 
responsible  to  the  people.  They  live  by  the 
breath  of  the  people  ;  they  live  by  the  will 
of  the  majority  of  the  popular  house.  It 
has  been  admitted  that  one-half  of  the 
colonies  of  Australia,  that  is  to  say,  four 


of  them,  still  have  nominee  hou.ses.  Take 
the  case  as  it  stands.  New  South  Wales,. 
Queensland,  Western  Australia,  and  New 
Zealand,  that  is,  fourout  of  the  seven  states, 
have  nominated  upper  houses.  It  is  their 
own  affair  in  each  state  as  to  whether  they 
will  maintain  or  alter  the  system.  I  my¬ 
self  am  in  favour  of  an  elective  basis ;  but 
I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  that  when  a 
great  struggle  took  place  in  Victoria,  one 
of  its  most  democratic  political  leaders  at 
that  time  thought  he  could  do  better  with  a 
nominated  than  with  an  elective  uj)per 
house,  because  in  point  of  fact,  as  those 
who  object  to  nominated  upper  houses 
properly  tell  us,  they  are  weaker  than 
elective  houses.  But  I  will  not  argue  that 
point.  I  go  upon  the  broad  facts  of  the 
case.  You  have  in  Australia  four  provinces 
out  of  seven  with  nominated  upper  houses, 
and  there  w  ould  be  an  inconsistency,  since 
you  do  not  alter  the  elective  basis  of  the 
low’er  houses,  in  dictating  to  those  colonies 
that  they  should  not  have  nominated 
upper  houses.  I  therefore  regard  this 
proposal  as  in  some  degree  going  beyond 
the  work  we  have  to  do.  It  has  been  said 
that  we  can  safely  leave  various  things  to 
the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth.  Why 
not  leave  this  particular  matter  to  that 
parliament  ?  Why  should  we  tie  their 
hands]  Why  should  we  prescribe  what 
they  shall  do]  I  have  no  doubt  that  from 
time  to  time,  as  occasion  arises,  alterations 
will  have  to  be  made  in  the  constitution, 
and  I  think  we  may  safely  pass  this  clause- 
as  it  at  present  stands,  leaving  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  com monw’ealth  quite  unfettered 
and  unhampered  in  I'egard  to  their  futu.e 
actions. 

Mr.  DIBBS :  I  was  prepared  in  the 
first  instance  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton  ;  but  after 
hearing  the  various  speeches  which  have 
been  delivered,  I  think  there  w'ould  be 
some  danger  in  giving  to  the  senate  of 
the  federal  parliament  power  to  reduce  the 
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francliise,  although  no  doubt  if  such  an 
attempt  as  has  been  suggested  were  made, 
it  would  lead  to  revolution.  It  is  our 
place  to  make  the  bill  as  clear  as  possible 
with  regard  to  the  powers  of  the  federal 
parliament.  While  I  propose  to  vote  against 
the  amendment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Barton,  I  hope  the  hon.  member,  Dr.  Cock- 
burn,  will  push  his  amendment  to  a  vote. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  now  move  ; 

That  there  be  added  to  the  clause  tlie  follow¬ 
ing  words  : — “  But  no  property  qualification 
shall  be  necessary  for  electors  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  and  each  elector  shall  have  a 
vote  for  one  electoral  district  only,” 

I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
say  anything  further,  except  to  express  the 
hope  that  hon.  members  will  see  that  this 
necessary  provision  is  inserted  in  the  con¬ 
stitution. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  I  shall  give 
my  vote  against  this  amendment.  One 
objection  I  have  to  such  an  amendment 
being  submitted  is  that  it  places  persons 
who  entertain  views  such  as  I  do  in  a  false 
position.  At  a  proper  time  I  should  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  deal  with  the  question  embodied 
in  the  lion,  member’s  amendment ;  but  I 
say  that  this  is  not  the  proper  time.  All 
that  we  have  to  do  in  this  constitution 
bill  is  to  bring  the  federal  parliament  into 
existence,  and  that  parliament  will  find 
the  means  of  giving  due  shape  to  its  own 
electoral  system.  I  think  it  is  almost  pre¬ 
sumptuous  for  us  to  declare  what  shall  be 
a  principle  in  that  electoral  system.  When 
the  federal  parliament  is  in  existence,  it 
will,  like  other  similar  bodies,  soon  find 
out  tlie  proper  system  under  which  its 
members  are  to  be  elected.  All  that  we 
have  to  do  is  to  bring  the  parliament  into 
existence.  I  have  understood  all  through 
these  discussions  that  one  opinion  concurred 
in  by  all  sides  was  that  there  should  be  as 
little  interference  with  individual  states  as 
possible.  I  have  adopted  that  view,  and 
[Mr,  Bihhs, 


have  sought  to  carry  it  out  in  good  faith 
throughout  our  proceedings,  interfering  in 
no  w’ay  wliatever,  except  in  so  far  as  it  is 
necessary  to  do  so,  to  bring  into  existence  a 
federal  constitution.  When  that  is  once  in 
existence,  it  can  cut  any  knot  that  it  is 
necc.ssary  to  cut,  and  can  .shape  its  own 
course,  as  every  other  political  body  in 
the  w^orld  has  done.  I  shall  vote  against 
the  amendment;  but  I  do  not  desire  to 
be  understood  as  in  any  way  expressing 
my  view  as  to  its  policy.  That  I  will  do 
at  the  proper  time  ;  but  this,  in  my  judg¬ 
ment,  is  not  that  time. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  proper  time  to  lay  the  foundation  is 
before  you  erect  the  fabric,  and  no  effort 
should  be  .spared  to  make  that  foundation 
firm  and  secure.  As  for  bringing  the 
federation  into  existence  being  our  only 
aim,  I  think  our  aim  should  also  be  to 
bring  it  into  existence  in  such  a  way  as 
shall  secure  for  it  a  healthy  life. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  There  is  a 
principle  in  the  hon.  member’s  amendment 
which  he  does  not  appear  to  see  :  that  is, 
the  principle  of  prescribing  what  shall  be 
the  basis  of  the  federal  electoral  system. 
If  he  is  right  in  introducing  this  subject 
now,  according  to  his  view  any  other  hon. 
gentleman  would  be  right  in  introducing 
the  principle  that  the  qualification  should 
be  a  property  qualification  for  the  electoral 
body.  It  would  be  just  as  consistent,  just 
as  logical,  as  the  course  he  has  taken. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald:  Or  that  the  system 
of  voting  should  be  proportionate  1 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES:  Precisely.  The 
course  I  take  cannot  be  disputed  ;  it  is 
simply  to  bring  the  federal  parliament  into 
existence  with  the  least  possible  disturb¬ 
ance  of  the  several  states,  and  then  leave 
that  parliament  to  shape  its  own  course  and 
to  say  what  its  electoral  .system  shall  be. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  believe  that  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales  will  be  more  alarmed 
by  the  speech  just  delivered  by  the  hon. 
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uieniber,  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  than  by  any- 
tliing  wliich  has  yet  occurred.  The  lion, 
member  says  tliat  all  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  do  is  to  bring  the  federal  parliament 
into  existence,  and  that  it  will  cut  the 
knot  of  all  these  difficulties.  But  before 
powers  are  given  to  the  federal  parliament 
by  the  people  of  New  South  Wales,  they 
will  want  to  know  on  what  foundations 
the  fabric  is  to  be  built.  'When  this  par¬ 
liament  is  brought  into  existence  every 
colony  will  have  to  make  a  concession  of 
some  of  its  liberties. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  No  concession  of  liberties  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  We  are  asked  to  create 
a  federal  parliament  that  will  do  all  the 
work  afterwards.  We  have  a  right  to 
lay  the  foundation  first,  otherwise  we  shall 
create  a  federal  Frankenstein.  Before 
the  people  of  New  South  Wales  consent 
to  create  such  a  parliament  they  will  want 
to  kno^v  on  what  terms  it  is  to  be  consti¬ 
tuted,  and  what  powers  are  to  be  given  it. 
If  we  carry  out  the  views  of  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  and  other  hon. 
members  who  have  spoken,  we  shall  call 
the  parliament  into  existence,  and  then  it 
can  do  what  it  likes  with  regard  to  the 
various  states. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  We  do  not  say  that ;  quite 
the  contrary  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  That  is  the  drift  of  what 
was  said. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes:  I  said  exactly  the 
contrary  ! 

!Mr.  DIBBS  :  All  our  business,  the  hon. 
member  said,  is  to  call  into  existence  a 
federal  parliament  which  will  do  all  that 
is  required.  I  do  not  believe  that  New 
South  Wales  will  be  prepared  to  call  a 
federal  parliament  into  existence  on  such 
terms. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  added  be  so  added — put.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  divided  : 

Ayes,  9  j  noes,  28  ;  majority,  19. 


Aye.s. 


Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 

Gre3%  Sir  George 

Cockburn,  Dr. 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Dcakin,  Mr. 

Munro,  Mr. 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 

Noes. 

Baker,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 

Bird,  Mr. 

Hackett,  Mr. 

Bray,  Sir  John 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Brown,  Mr. 

Loton,  ;Mr. 

aark,  Mr. 

Macdonald-Paterson  Mr 

Cuthbert,  Mr. 

Marmion,  Mr. 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

Moore,  Mr. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Ad3’e 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Downer,  Sir  John 

Play  ford,  Mr. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Russell,  Captain 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  J. 

Suttor,  Mr. 

Fj'sh,  Mr. 

Wright,  ^Ir. 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Clause,  as  read, 

agreed  to. 

Clause  2C  (Provision  for  case  of  persons  not 
allowed  to  vote). 

Dr.  COCKBUBN  :  I  think  that  some 
alteration  is  needed  in  this  clause.  As 
far  as  I  can  see,  this  clause,  like  clause 
24,  was  framed  with  the  idea  that  the 
house  of  representatives  would  be  elected 
by  the  people,  and  that  all  the  people^ 
that  is,  those  who  are  usually  electors,, 
should  have  a  vote.  The  clause  seems  to 
have  been  framed  with  the  idea  of  ex¬ 
cluding  only  alien  races,  and  it  provides 
that  a  deduction  shall  be  made  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  representatives  each  state  is  to  have 
on  account  of  those  races.  It  will  be  as 
well,  therefore,  to  make  a  reduction  on 
account  of  those  of  our  own  people  who, 
by  the  negativing  of  my  amendment  in  a 
former  clause,  will  be  precluded  from  ex- . 
ercising  their  vote.s.  By  negativing  my 
amendment  that  each  individual  should 
have  a  vote  in  virtue  of  his  manhood,  wo 
disfranchise  a  certain  number  of  those  who 
otherwise  would  have  been  electoi's.  I 
ask  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
whether  it  would  not  be  fair  to  make  a 
deduction  here,  and  to  strike  off  the 
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number  of  the  disfranchised  persons  from 
the  population  entitling  each  state  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  representatives  ] 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  In  reply 
to  the  hon.  member,  I  was  about  to  say 
that  if  a  clause  like  that  were  put  in,  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  compelling  West- 
^ern  Austialia  at  once  to  do  away  with  its 
property  qualification — a  very  good  result. 
Bub  we  have  already  agreed  to  give  them 
four  members  in  any  case,  so  that  it  would 
not  have  that  effect.  The  hon.  member  is 
quite  logical.  In  the  American  Constitu¬ 
tion  it  is  provided  in  words  somewhat 
similar  to  these  that  when  the  right  of  any 
free  man  21  years  of  age  is  denied  he  shall 
not  be  counted  in  the  number  of  the  popu¬ 
lation.  I  recommend  the  Committee  to 
pass  the  clause  as  it  stands. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  29  {Periodical  reapportionment). 

Captain  RUSSELL.:  There  is  no  time 
prescribed  in  this  clause  as  to  when  the 
apportionment  shall  be  made.  I  think  it  is 
necessary  to  prescribe  the  time  in  order  to 
avoid  confusion.  The  clause  says  after 
each  census,  but  that  would  not  suit  the 
case,  because  there  might  be  an  election 
before  the  apportionment  could  be  made. 
In  New  Zealand  a  date  has  been  fixed 
when  the  apportionment  shall  take  place. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  When  it 
ought  to  be  made  is  as  soon  as  possible. 
It  will  probably  be  about  a  year.  It  might 
be  six  months.  We  might  be  able  to  make 
it  in  three  months. 

Captain  Russell  :  I  think  it  is  three 
months  in  New  Zealand  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  returns  of  the  census  could 
not  be  got  in  in  Australia  in  three  montlis. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  Who  is  to  make 
the  apportionment  1 

Captain  Russell  :  We  appoint  commis¬ 
sioners  in  New  Zealand  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  do  not  think  it 
ought  to  be  necessary  to  make  a  law  to 
[/)r.  Cockburn, 


carry  out  the.se  apportionments.  It  ought 
to  be  carried  out  in  a  simpler  way  than 
that. 

Mr.  Clark  :  It  would  complicate  the 
clause  to  do  it ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  We  ought  to  do  it. 
It  may  be  that  a  whole  se.ssion  will  pass 
before  the  apportionment  takes  j)lace.  I 
would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Consti¬ 
tutional  Committee  to  this  matter.  We 
ought  to  provide  that  it  shall  be  done 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  census,  and 
there  ought  to  be  some  mode  of  doing  it 
provided. 

Mr.  J.  FORREST:  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  smaller  colonies  will  labour  under 
a  great  disadv^antage  if  they  have  to  wait 
ten  years  before  they  get  tlieir  proper 
representation.  In  the  colony  which  I  re¬ 
present  we  shall  have  a  larger  representa¬ 
tion  in  the  beginning  than  we  are  entitled 
to.  But  if  the  colony  progresses,  as  we 
believe  it  will,  great  dissatisfaction  will  be 
expressed  if  we  have  to  wait  ten  years  be¬ 
fore  we  get  our  proper  proportion  of  repre¬ 
sentation.  It  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be 
another  census  throughout  tlie  empire  for 
another  ten  years,  so  that  it  is  rather  a 
hard  and  fast  line  to  draw.  If,  however, 
members  representing  the  other  colonies 
are  satisfied,  I  am  not  prepared  to  propose 
an  amendment. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  With  re¬ 
ference  to  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  John  Bray,  as  to  the  mode  of 
declaring  the  result  of  the  census,  that 
will  be  merely  a  ministerial  function.  The 
census  will  be  officially  taken,  and  will  be 
made  public.  I  agree  that  there  ought  to 
be  some  official  mode  of  declaring  it,  and 
I  would  suggest  that  the.se  words  be  in¬ 
serted,  and  shall  be  declared  by  the 
governor-general  after  each  census.” 

Mr.  BAKER  :  There  are  a  few  words 
in  the  Ameiican  Constitution  which  would 
get  over  the  difficulty  pointed  out  by  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  namely,  that  ‘Hhe  Con.'' 
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gress  may  by  proper  legislation  provide  ” 
for  the  matter.  I  believe  the  insertion  of 
some  such  words  would  be  the  best  way  to 
meet  the  case.  Undoubtedly  the  federal 
parliament  will  have  to  pass  a  law  dealing 
with  the  subject.  It  is  one  of  the  first 
things  that  they  will  have  to  deal  with.  I 
think  we  had  better  leave  the  clause  as  it  i.s. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  will  not  move 
any  amendment. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Chiuse  32,  The  qualifications  of  a  member 
of  the  house  of  representatives  shall  be  as 
follows  ; — 

( 1. )  He  must  be  of  the  full  age  of  twenty -one 
5  years,  and  must  when  elected  be  an  elector 

entitled  to  vote  in  some  state  at  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  members  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  ; 

(2. )  He  must  be  either  a  natural  born  subject 
10  of  the  Queen,  or  a  subject  of  the  Queen 
naturalised  by  or  under  a  law  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or 
of  the  parliament  of  one  of  the  said  colo¬ 
nies,  or  of  the  parliament  of  the  common- 
15  wealth  or  of  a  state. 

Mr.  DEAKTN  :  Although  the  majority 
this  morning  took  a  contrary  view,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  that  we  should  be  only  con¬ 
sistent  if  we  inserted  in  the  qualifications 
of  a  member  of  the  Iiouse  of  representa¬ 
tives  a  parallel  qualification  to  that  which 
was  affirmed  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
Committee  in  the  case  of  a  member  of  the 
senate.  I  think  we  should  insert  in  this 
clause  the  words  and  must  have  been  for 
three  years  at  the  least  a  resident  wdth in  the 
limits  of  the  commonwealth.”  In  the  case 
of  a  member  of  the  senate,  it  was  five 
years,  but  I  fancy  that  three  yeai’s  would 
suffice  in  the  case  of  a  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives.  I  therefore  move  : 

That  in  line  8,  after  the  word  representa¬ 
tives,”  the  following  words  be  inserted  :  “and 
must  have  been  for  three  years  at  least  a  resi¬ 
dent  within  tlie  limits  of  the  commonwealth, 
as  existing,  at  the  time  when  he  is  elected,” 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  hope 
this  is  not  going  to  pass  as  a  matter  of 


course.  Why  should  we  limit  the  electors 
of  the  states  in  choosing  tlieir  members  in 
tlie  federal  parliament  any  more  than  in 
choosing  their  representatives  in  their  own 
parliaments?  What  reason  can  be  given 
for  doing  this  except  that  w^e  choose  to  do 
it.  I  confess  I  cannot  see  any  argument 
at  all  in  favour  of  the  amendment,  and  I 
should  like  to  hear  one.  If  no  argument 
is  given  I  hope  the  amendment  will  be 
negatived.  We  shall  not  live  always,  and 
why  should  we  put  our  dead  hand  upon  the 
rights  of  the  electors  of  the  states  which 
will  exist  after  we  are  dead  and  gone  ? 
Surely  they  can  be  allowed  to  choose  the 
men  whom  they  like  best.  They  will 
choose  the  men  whom  they  know,  though 
I  believe  a  case  occurred  in  New  Zealand 
lately  where  the  electors  were  glad  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  services  of  a  gentle- 
man  of  large  experience  in  the  English 
Parliament  who  had  just  arrived  there. 
Why  should  not  they  be  allowed  to  elect 
such  a  representative  here  if  they  choose  1 
^Ir.  J.  FORREST :  It  seems  to  be 
thought  by  some  hon.  members  that  no 
one  is  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  federal 
parliament  unless  he  has  had  large  experi¬ 
ence  in  Australia  ;  but  the  mattei's  that 
will  come  before  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  or  that  come  before  any  parliament, 
are  not  all  local  questions  requiring  local 
knowledge.  There  are  many  other  ques¬ 
tions  that  have  to  be  considered,  and  we 
often  find  that  men  who  have  had  no  ex¬ 
perience  in  Australia  are  very  valuable 
members  of  parliament ;  at  least,  that  is 
my  opinion  as  the  result  of  my  small  par¬ 
liamentary  experience.  Although  they  are 
deficient  in  matters  requiring  local  know¬ 
ledge,  in  other  matters  their  knowledge 
and  experience  is  very  valuable  indeed. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  marked  dif¬ 
ference  between  admitting  as  a  member 
of  parliament  one  of  our  own  race  and 
admitting  a  foreigner.  Therefore,  I  would 
not  at  all  object  to  put  a  restriction  upon 
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those  'svho  become  naturalised,  and  who 
wish  to  enter  parliament.  I  should  not 
object  if  they  were  forced  to  live  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  in  Australia  before  they  be¬ 
came  eligible  to  be  members  of  parliament. 
But  it  seems  to  me  unfair,  and  altogether 
improper,  to  place  a  restriction  upon  one  of 
our  own  race  who  chooses  this  part  of 
the  world  as  his  home,  and  to  say  that  he 
must  remain  so  many  years  in  the  colony 
before  he  can  take  part  in  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment.  If  we  did  so,  we  might  find 
the  strange  anomaly  that  a  man  who  was 
occupying  a  distinguished  position  in  the 
legislature  of  one  of  the  states — it  might 
be  that  of  prime  minister  of  one  of  them — 
\vas  ineligible  to  be  a  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives.  I  hope  this  narrow  and 
selfish  view,  if  I  may  call  it  so  without 
giving  offence  to  any  one,  will  not  find 
any  place  in  the  bill.  It  seems  to  me  that 
since  we  are  only  a  small  number  of 
people — not  more  than  4,000,000,  and  oc¬ 
cupying  3,000,000  or  4,000,000  square 
miles  of  territory — we  should  not  say  to 
our  fellow  subjects  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  ‘‘You  can  come  to  Australia;  but, 
if  you  come  here,  you  will  be  under  dis¬ 
abilities,  and  you  will  not  be  able  to  take 
part  in  the  government  until  you  have  re¬ 
sided  here  for  five  years  if  you  wish  to  be¬ 
come  a  senator,  or  for  three  years  if  you 
wish  to  become  a  member  of  the  house  of 
representatives. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  inserted  be  so  inserted — put.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  divided  : 

Ayes,  20;  noes,  18 ;  majority,  2. 

Ayes. 


Baker,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Clark,  Mr. 

Cockknrn,  Dr. 
Cuthbert,  Mr. 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Donaldson,  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  A- 

[3/r.  J,  Forrest 


Fysh,  Mr. 

Hackett,  Mr. 

Loton,  Mr. 

Macdonald-Faterson  Mr 
Moore,  Mr. 

!Munro,  !Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 
Rutledge,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 
Wrixon,  Mr. 


Noes. 


Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 
Barton,  Mr. 
liird,  Mr. 

Brow  n,  Mr. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Adye 
Downer,  Sir  John 
Forrest,  Mr.  J. 
Gillies,  Mr. 

Gordon,  !Mr, 


Grey,  Sir  George 
Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 
Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 
Kingston,  Mr. 
Marinion,  !Mr. 

Play  ford,  Mr. 
Russell,  Captain 
Suttor,  Mr. 

Wright,  Mr. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  DEAKIN  :  There  will  naturally  be 
a  consequential  amendment  in  the  next 
part  of  the  clause.  My  hon.  colleague, 
Mr.  Cuthbei-t,  will  move  an  amendment, 
in  order  that  the  provisions  with  regard  to 
naturalised  citizens  may  be  the  same  as 
those  with  regard  to  other  citizen.s. 

Amendment  (Mr.  Cuthbert)  agreed  to  : 

That  the  following  w’ords  be  added  to  tlie 
clause: — “at  least  three  years  before  he  is 
elected.  ’* 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Clause  37.  The  place  of  a  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  shall  become  vacant  if  for 
one  whole  session  of  the  parliament  he,  without 
permission  of  the  house  of  representatives 
entered  on  its  journals,  fails  to  give  his  attend¬ 
ance  in  the  house. 

Mr.  GORDON :  I  move  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  : 

That  the  w'ords  “one  whole,”  line  3,  be 
omitted  wdth  a  view  to  the  insertion  of  the 
words  “four  consecutive  w’eeks  during  a.” 

It  appears  to  me  that  as  members  are  to 
be  paid  £500  a  year  it  is  not  right  to  allow 
a  member  the  opportunity  of  nursing  hia 
seat  during  a  w’hole  session  without  the 
leave  of  the  house,  and  in  defiance,  perhaps, 
of  the  wishes  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Surely  four  w^eeks  is  a 
little  too  short.  A  member  who  neglects 
his  duties  will  certainly  he  brought  to 
book  by  his  constituents.  I  am  in  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  hon.  member,  but  I  would 
suggest  that  he  should  increase  the  period 
to  eight  or  ten  weeks. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  amendment.  It  appears  to 
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me  that  when  a  man  is  paid  <£500  a  year 
lie  sliouhl  not  be  absent  from  his  duty  for 
four  weeks  without  giving  some  reason  for 
it.  Any  reasonable  explanation  which  lie 
can  give  will  always  be  accepted.  That 
system  lia.s  existed  in  the  South  Aus¬ 
tralian  legislature  for  a  long  time. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  This  is  really  a 
very  small  matter.  I  hope  the  feeling 
which  will  actuate  members  of  this  highly 
responsible  body  will  be  such  as  to  induce 
them  not  to  be  absent,  and  that  considera¬ 
tion  of  pay  will  have  no  influence  with 
them.  I  think  the  clause  may  be  safely 
«allowcd  to  pass.  We  might  very  well 
trust  that  no  member  would  be  absent 
without  good  and  sufficient  reason.  To  tie 
a  member  down  to  two,  three,  or  five 
weeks,  appeal’s  to  me  to  be  a  reflection 
upon  the  character  of  this  future  parliament 
which  is  unworthy  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  It  appears  to  me  that 
lion,  members  wish  to  make  an  exception  in 
regard  to  members  of  one  chamber,  and  not 
of  another.  Surely,  if  the  representatives 
w’ho  have  not  to  go  to  the  trouble  and  ex¬ 
pense  of  an  election,  are  to  be  allowed  to 
remain  away  a  whole  session,  without 
being  interfered  with,  it  is  not  fair  play  to 
those  who  have  to  go  to  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  an  election,  to  declare  their  seats 
vacant,  if  they  are  absent  for  a  month. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  It  is  state  rights  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO:  Well,  it  is  personal 
wrongs. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  this  provision  is  in 
force  in  any  parliament  in  the  world  ? 

Mr.  Playford  :  Yes,  in  South  Australia ! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  That  is  the  most  excep¬ 
tional  country  in  the  world  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  remem¬ 
ber  that  a  session  of  parliament  was  once 
called  in  Queensland.  Two  members  were 
absent  the  whole  of  the  session,  and  of 
course  they  lost  their  seats.  They  never 
heard  of  the  session  until  after  parliament 
2  s 


had  been  prorogued,  although  they  were  in 
the  country.  That  may  happen  in  this  in¬ 
stance.  Who  knows  but  that  a  session  may 
be  held,  and  a  member  may  be  away  at  the 
other  end  of  the  world,  and  who  is  to  say 
that  parliament  will  give  him  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  ?  Let  his  constituents  deal  wfith  him. 

Sir  HARRY  ATKINSON:  I  shall  vote 
for  the  limited  time,  but  with  the  view  of 
recommitting  clause  19,  and  putting  the 
same  restriction  in  that. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  shall  vote  for  the 
excision  of  these  words,  for  I  think  that  a 
whole  session  is  far  too  long  a  period  for 
a  member  to  be  absent.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  voting  for  the  excision  of  these 
w'ords,  I  do  not  bind  myself  to  vote  for 
four  w^eeks,  which  I  think  is  rather  too 
short.  I  think  that  wre  might  very  w’^ell  say 
two  months.  I  hope  that  my  hon.  friend, 
Mr.  Gordon,  will  accept  this  suggestion. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  Either  eight  or  four 
weeks  might  be  longer  than  a  session* 
Parliament  might  be  suddenly  called  to¬ 
gether,  and  the  session  might  not  last  a 
w^eek,  and  as  the  hon.  and  learned  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  pointed  out,  some 
members  might  never  have  heard  of  it. 

Amendment  negatived ;  clause,  as  read, 
agreed  to. 

Clause  3S.  Upon  the  happeningof  avacancy 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  the  speaker 
shall,  upon  a  resolution  of  the  house,  issue 
his  w'rit  for  the  election  of  a  new’  member. 

In  the  case  of  avacancy  by  death  or  resigna-  5 
tion  happening  w'hen  the  parliament  is  not  in 
session,  or  during  an  adjournment  of  the 
house  for  a  pericKl  of  which  a  part  longer  than 
seven  days  is  unexpired,  the  speaker,  or  if 
there  is  no  speaker,  or  he  is  absent  from  the  10 
commonwealth,  the  governor-general  shall 
issue,  or  cause  to  be  issued,  a  writ  without 
such  resolution. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  would  ask  the 
hon.  and  learned  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  words 
‘‘ ujion  a  resolution  of  the  house’’?  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  unnecessary.  I 
think  the  fact  of  a  vacancy  occurring 
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should,  without  any  intervention  of  a  dis¬ 
tinct  resolution,  cause  the  speaker  or  the 
president,  as  the  case  might  be,  to  issue  a 
writ  for  a  fresh  election.  I  think  that 
any  delay  in  this  matter  might  be  very 
serious  to  the  smaller  states,  who  have 
only  a  small  number  of  representatives, 
and,  without  liking  to  suggest  that  party 
considerations  or  state  rights  considerations 
might  interfere  so  as  to  delay  a  resolution, 
I  would  suggest  that  it  would  be  better  to 
strike  out  those  words,  and,  as  I  know  is 
the  case  in  South  Australia,  and,  I  be¬ 
lieve  elsewhere,  let  the  speaker,  directly  a 
vacancy  occurs,  proclaim  it,  and  issue  a 
writ  for  a  fresh  election.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  well  that  any  unnecessary  delay 
should  occur  even  in  regard  to  our  state 
legislatures;  and  it  is  all  the  more  neces¬ 
sary  that  no  delay  should  occur  in  the  case 
of  members  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
who  would  have  a  double  duty  to  per¬ 
form — to  look  after  not  only  the  people  of 
Australia  as  a  whole,  but  also  to  a  certain 
extent  the  special  privileges  and  rights  of 
the  states  they  represent.  I  move  : 

That  the  clause  be  amended  by  the  omission 
of  the  words  ‘‘upon  a  resolution  of  the  house,” 
line  3. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  would 
point  out  to  my  hon.  friend  that  he 
has  omitted  to  consider  that  vacancies  in 
the  house  might  occur  by  a  great  many 
means,  and  that  there  must  be  some  judge 
as  to  whether  the  vacancies  have  occurred. 
It  is  provided,  for  instance,  in  clause  44  : 

If  any  question  arises  respecting  the  qualifica¬ 
tion  of  a  member,  or  a  vacancy  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  the  same  shall  be  heard  and  de¬ 
termined  by  the  house  of  representatives. 

If  those  words  were  left  out  the  speaker 
would  be  the  judge.  Some  one  might 
come  and  tell  him,  “  So-and-so  has  become 
insolvent  ”  ;  that  might  or  might  not  be 
true.  Some  one  might  tell  him,  ‘‘  So-and- 
so  has  become  a  government  contractor.” 
How  is  the  speaker  to  know  whether  that 
is  true  or  not  ? 

[2>r.  CocJcburn, 


Mr.  Fysii  :  That  would  be  a  very  awk¬ 
ward  question  for  the  house  to  decide  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  If  a  mem- 
her  liad  either  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  a  foreign  powder  or  had  been  convicted 
of  a  crime,  how  would  the  speaker  know 
that? 

Mr.  Gillies  :  What  is  the  meaning  of 
the  words,  “  upon  the  happening  of  a  va¬ 
cancy  ”  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Whenever 
the  seat  of  a  member  becomes  vacant. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Who  is  to  determine  it? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  house. 

Mr.  Munro  :  That  would  not  do  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Is  the  hon. 
member  aware  that  every  constitution 
provides  for  it?  The  stereotyped  words 
are,  “  Upon  a  resolution  of  the  house  de¬ 
claring  such  vacancy.”  When  a  member  of 
the  house  becomes  either  a  government  con¬ 
tractor  or  a  bankrupt,  does  the  speaker 
exercise  the  power  of  declaring  that  mem¬ 
ber’s  seat  vacant?  I  have  known  instances 
where  serious  questions  have  arisen  as  to 
whether  the  writ  should  or  should  not  be 
issued — in  cases  of  bankruptcy,  for  in¬ 
stance.  Suppose  a  man  is  adjudged  a 
bankrupt,  and  lodges  an  appeal  against 
the  adjudication,  would  not  the  house, 
under  those  circumstances,  decline  to  issue 
the  writ  until  it  knew  the  result  of  the 
appeal  ?  Of  course  it  would.  Some  one 
must  exercise  that  discretion,  and  it  cannot 
be  left  to  the  speaker.  In  every  parliament 
of  which  I  know  this  is  the  practice. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  The  exceptional 
cases  that  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
mentions — such  as  members  becoming  go¬ 
vernment  contractors — are  already  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  clause  48,  where  it  is  laid 
down  that  in  those  cases  either  the  senate 
or  the  house  of  representatives  are  to  be 
the  judges.  I  take  it  that  this  clause 
applies  more  to  vacancies  such  as  those 
caused  by  death. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  ! 
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Dr.  COCKBURN  :  In  clause  44  it  is 
laid  down  that  where  the  question  re¬ 
specting  the  qualification  of  a  member,  or 
a  vacancy  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
is  debatable  at  all,  it  is  to  be  determined 
by  the  house  of  representatives.  I  think 
that  in  all  cases  where  the  fact  of  a 
vacancy  can  be  called  in  question  there 
should  be  an  adjudication  either  by  some 
tribunal  of  justice  or  by  some  resolution  of 
the  house.  But  in  the  case  of  a  vacancy 
occurring  in  consequence  of  death  it  is  not 
necessary  to  declare  the  vacancy  by  a  reso¬ 
lution.  I  am  speaking  of  the  time  when 
the  house  is  in  session,  and  legislation  is 
in  active  operation. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  No  harm,  then  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  There  might  be 
iiarm.  One  vote  might  make  all  the  dif¬ 
ference  ;  and  there  might  be  a  certainty 
that  when  the  vacancy  was  filled  up  it 
would  be  known  on  which  side  the  vote 
would  be  given  ;  and  that  might  make  all 
the  difference  in  the  world.  I  say,  leave 
it  to  the  speaker  to  act  on  his  own  motion, 
^nd  not  on  a  resolution  which  might  be 
brought  forward  for  party  purposes ;  and 
we  know  very  often  that  party  feeling  does 
run  very  high. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald:  How  would  it  be  when 
the  facts  were  disputed  ? 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  Where  there  is  any 
dispute,  it  would  be  governed  by  clause  44. 

I  think  it  is  a  mistake  to  retain  the  words 
to  w^hich  I  object ;  but,  if  the  feeling  of 
hon.  members  is  against  me,  I  do  not  wish 
to  occupy  their  time.  I  think  the  words 
are  superfluous  ;  and  it  would  be  better 
if  they  were  left  out.  But,  although  I  have 
moved  that  they  be  struck  out,  I  will  not 
divide  the  Committee  on  the  question. 

Mr.  DONALDSON :  I  think  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  force  in  the  contention  of 
the  hon.  gentleman.  There  will  be  large 
constituencies  represented  in  the  federal 
parliament,  and  it  will  take  a  considerable 
time  before  a  member  can  be  returned,  and 


several  more  days  might  elapse  before  he 
could  attend  in  his  place  in  parliament, 
and  during  that  time  very  important  ques¬ 
tions  might  be  hanging  in  the  balance.  I 
do  not  believe  in  any  state  being  practi¬ 
cally  disfranchised  through  not  having  an 
opportunity  of  returning  a  member  in  a 
case  where  he  would  lose  his  seat  through 
insolvency,  or  perhaps  through  treason,  or 
through  being  convicted  of  an  infamous 
crime.  All  these  disqualifications  are  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  clause  44,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  can  be  the  slightest  objection  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  them  in  thLs  clause ;  in  fact,  I 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  words 
should  be  added  to  the  clause  to  provide 
for  a  case  in  which  a  man  is  convicted 
of  either  treason  or  an  infamous  crime. 
I  can  understand  that  when  a  man  either 
resigns  or  dies  the  speaker  has  power  to 
issue  a  writ  to  have  the  vacancy  filled  ; 
but  I  know  that  in  Queensland,  in  a  case 
of  insolvency,  a  vacancy  once  existed  for 
some  time  after  the  meeting  of  the  House. 
It  was  reported  to  the  House  early  in  the 
session,  of  course,  but  before  the  writ 
was  issued  and  returned  some  three  or 
four  weeks  elapsed,  and  I  .believe  that  a 
longer  period  than  that  w’ill  be  required 
in  connection  with  the  federal  parliament. 

I  have  no  strong  feeling  on  the  }x>int,  but 
I  believe  we  would  be  acting  fairly  by  in¬ 
serting  these  other  provisions  in  the  clause. 

Amendment  negatived ;  clause,  as  read, 
agreed  to. 

Clause  41 .  Every  house  of  represen  tativesshall 
continue  for  three  years  from  the  day  appointed 
for  the  return  of  the  writs  for  choosing  the  house 
and  no  longer,  subject  nevertheless  to  be  sooner 
dissolved  by  the  governor-general. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  would  ask  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith  if  he  has  considered  the 
practice  in  the  difterent  colonies  at  the 
present  time  in  regard  to  the  duration  of 
parliaments  1  In  South  Australia  the 
practice  is  that  the  house  shall  last  three 
years  from  the  date  of  its  first  meeting. 
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Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  committee 
considered  the  matter  carefully  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  am  not  going  to 
propose  an  amendment,  if  the  matter  ^vas 
fairly  considered  by  the  committee ;  but  it 
seems  to  me  tliat  it  might  be  rather  incon¬ 
venient  to  fix  the  period  of  three  years 
from  the  date  of  the  return  of  the  writs. 

Mr.  Macdonald-Patersox:  There  might 
be  three  or  four  batches  of  writs  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY:  Exactly.  The  writs 
are  not  necessarily  all  returned  on  the 
same  day.  The  electoral  laws  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  colonies  will  remain  in  force,  and  in 
some  instances  there  is  a  difference  of  three 
or  four  weeks  in  the  return  of  the  writs. 

Mr.  Donaldson  :  That  is  so  in  Queens¬ 
land  I 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  It  would,  therefore, 
be  absurd  to  fix  the  date  as  that  appointed 
for  the  return  of  the  writs.  I  think  it 
should  be  three  years  from  the  first  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  parliament,  and  in  order  to  test 
the  feeling  of  the  Convention  on  the  ques¬ 
tion,  I  beg  to  move,  as  an  amendment  : 

That  after  the  words  “for  the,”  line  3,  the 
words  “  first  meeting”  be  inserted  with  the  view 
of  striking  out  other  words. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 
gentleman  asked  whether  the  committee 
considered  tliis  question.  They  did  con¬ 
sider  it,  and  they  thought  that  if  they 
adopted  the  suggestion  just  made  the 
effect  would  be,  in  very  many  instances, 
to  giv^e  members  of  parliament  a  longer 
life  than  three  years.  We  considered 
that  a  member  of  parliament  should  be  a 
member  of  parliament  as  soon  as  he  Avas 
elected  ;  he  must  then,  or  very  soon  after¬ 
wards,  make  his  arrangements  for  the 
meeting  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Does  this  bill  provide  that 
he  shall  be  paid  from  the  day  of  his  election? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  means 
that  as  it  stands.  If  we  provide  that  the 
three  years  shall  date  from  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  and  parliament  does  not  meet 
\_Sir  John  Bray, 


for  a  considerable  time  after  the  election 
— and  a  month  or  possibly  three  months 
might  intervene — wo  shall  practically  bo 
giving  the  members  a  longer  life  than  three 
years,  and  wo  did  not  desire  to  frame  a 
bill  which  ^vould  enable  a  man  to  be  a 
member  of  parliament  for  more  than  three 
years.  As  to  this  particular  phrase,  it 
was  taken  from  the  English  Constitution. 
The  practice  in  England  has  been  that 
wdien  the  House  of  Commons  is  dissolved, 
the  Gazette  which  contains  the  proclama¬ 
tion,  or  one  i.ssued  concurrently,  also  con¬ 
tains  a  proclamation  summoning  a  parlia¬ 
ment  to  meet  on  a  given  day,  and  all  the 
writs  are  appointed  to  be  returned  on  that 
day. 

Mr.  Donaldson  :  That  has  not  been 
done  in  Queensland  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  has  not 
until  lately  been  the  practice  in  Queens¬ 
land  :  but  it  has  been  the  custom  in  Enrr- 
land.  The  time  required  there  is  very 
short,  and  probably  it  would  not  make 
very  much  difference  ;  but  the  meeting  of 
parliament  might  be  postponed  beyond  the 
day  for  wdiich  it  was  first  summoned.  I 
have  knowm  that  to  happen  before  now, 
and  it  may  happen  frequently  again.  Tak¬ 
ing  all  these  matters  into  consideration,  we 
thought  it  best  to  adopt  the  proposal  in  this 
clause,  and  in  doing  so  we  followed  the  old 
established  form,  the  meaning  of  which  Jias 
been^ascertained  by  long  practice,  and  one 
advantage  of  which  is  that  it  always  secure.^ 
a  dissolution  before  the  last  day.  There 
being  some  doubt  in  the  matter,  w^e  thought 
it  wiser  to  adhere  to  the  old  form. 

Sir  J OHN  BRAY  :  I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  that  the  committee  considered  the 
point,  although  I  think  they  arrived  at  a 
very  unwise  decision.  The  hon.  gentleman 
who  last  spoke  is  mistaken  in  what  I  take 
to  be  the  drift  of  all  parliaments.  No 
parliament  lives  out  the  full  term  of  its 
existence.  It  is  always  dissolved  before  it 
actually  expires,  and  so  it  would  be  in  this 
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case.  The  practice  almost  invariably  is  for 
the  house  to  be  dissolved,  and  a  new  house 
elected,  before  the  expiration  of  the  three 
years,  the  o’oject  being  that  there  shall 
always  be  a  parliament  in  existence.  The 
intention  is  not  that  tlie  members  shall  be 
elected  for  three  years,  but  that  they  shall 
absolutely  serve  for  three  years,  and  the 
three  years  ought  for  the  sake  of  conveni¬ 
ence  to  date  from  the  first  meeting  of  par¬ 
liament.  At  any  rate,  we  ought  to  ensure 
that  all  the  members  shall  be  elected  for 
the  same  term,  and  that  one  member's 
time  shall  not  expire  three  or  four  weeks 
before  the  term  of  another  member,  as 
might  be  the  case  under  this  clause. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  1 

Sir  J OHN  BRx\Y  :  I  think  so,  because 
the  date  appointed  for  the  return  of  the 
writs  is  not  necessarily  the  same  in  every 
district. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  danse  does 
not  say  that  each  member  shall  sit  for 
three  years,  but  that  the  house  shall  en¬ 
dure  for  that  time  ! 

Sir  J  OHN  BRAY  :  But  the  house  con¬ 
sists  of  members.  At  any  rate,  the  opem- 
tion  of  the  clause  is  not  very  clear,  and  I 
would  ask  hon.  members  to  agree  to  the 
amendment  I  have  proposed. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  The  hon.  member.  Sir 
Samuel  Grilfith,  says  that  this  clause  is 
not  intended  to  fix  the  term  for  which 
members  of  the  house  shall  hold  ofiice, 
but  to  fix  the  duration  of  the  house  itself ; 
but  there  can  bo  no  house  without  mem- 
bei*s.  If  the  writs  are  returned  at  difterent 
dates,  members  of  parliament  will  hold 
oQice  for  different  periods. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  That  is  how  it  strikes 
me.  If  the  writ  of  one  member  is  returned 
three  weeks  before  that  of  another,  the  fii*st 
man  will  be  a  member  of  parliament  for 
three  weeks  longer  than  the  other. 

Mr.  Barton  ;  The  writs  are  appointed 
to  be  returned  on  the  one  day  ! 


Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  must  say  that  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John 
Bray,  commends  itself  to  my  mind.  Until 
parliament  meets,  and  the  members  pre¬ 
sent  themselves,  you  do  not  really  know 
who  is  a  member  of  parliament  and  who 
is  not.  Up  to  that  time  a  man  is  only  re¬ 
turned  to  serve  in  parliament,  and  it  may 
be  that  he  wdil  not  take  the  oath  when  he 
presents  himself  at  the  table,  or  it  may  be 
that  he  is  disqualified,  and,  therefore,  until 
the  house  meets,  and  the  members  take 
the  oath,  and  qualify  themselves,  you  do  not 
know  who  are  membei*s  of  parliament  and 
who  are  not.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore, 
that  you  have  one  uniform  date  at  which 
you  know  those  who  really  are  members 
of  parliament  when  you  start  from  the  first 
meeting  of  parliament.  But  if  the  day  of 
the  return  of  the  writs  is  uncertain,  you 
will  not  know  who  are  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment  until  they  are  actually  sworn  in. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  apprehend  that 
all  candidates  who  are  returned  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament,  and  are  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  of  the  position.  If  they 
refuse  to  take  the  oath  or  commit  any  act 
wliich  deprives  them  of  the  right  of  mem¬ 
bership,  they  divest  themselves  of  those 
privileges  quite  as  much  as  they  would  by 
resignation ;  but  until  that  liappens  they 
are  members.  But  the  point  is  that  no 
period  is  mentioned  within  which  parlia¬ 
ment  must  be  summoned  after  the  date  of 
tlie  return  of  w^rits.  According  to  the 
clause  the  governor,  acting  under  tlie 
advice  of  his  executive  council,  may  take 
no  action  for  nine  months,  and  persons 
may  be  members  of  parliament  for  nine, 
or  possibly  ten  months  before  parliament 
is  convened.  I  submit  to  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  Convention  wdiether  some  limit 
should  not  be  provided  in  the  clause  wuth- 
in  which  it  should  be  compulsory  to  call 
parliament  together,  even  if  it  w^ere  only 
to  have  an  adjournment  immediately  af  ter- 
w’ards.  In  that  case  the  roll  w^ould  be 
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called,  members  would  take  tlieir  seats, 
and  it  would  be  known  who  were  the 
members.  I  intended,  if  the  amendment 
of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray,  had 
been  adopted,  to  ask  the  Convention  to  as¬ 
sent  to  the  insertion  of  these  words,  The 
meeting  of  parliament  which  shall  be  sum¬ 
moned  within  a  period  of  not  longer  than 
two  months  from  the  date  of  the  return  of 
such  writs.”  I  do  not  know  w^hether  this 
point  was  considered  by  the  Constitutional 
Committee,  but  if  it  w^as,  perhaps  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  will  be  kind 
enough  to  give  us  some  reasons  why  no 
reference  is  made  to  it  at  all  in  the  clause  ] 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  I  shall  en¬ 
deavour,  if  I  can  make  myself  heard,  to 
answer  my  hon.  friend’s  question.  I  have 
in  my  hand  the  Constitution  of  New  South 
Wales.  It  originally  provided  that 
every  legislative  assembly  of  the  said  colony 
hereafter  to  be  summoned  and  chosen  shall  con¬ 
tinue  for  five  years  from  the  day  of  the  return 
of  the  writs  for  choosing  the  same  and  no  longer 
subject  nevertheless  to  be  sooner  prorogued  or 
dissolved  by  the  governor  of  the  said  colony. 

That  provision  was  amended  by  what  is 
called  theTriennial  Parliaments  Act,  which 
uses  exactly  the  same  language  : 
shall  continue  for  three  years  from  the  day  of 
the  return  of  the  writs. 

And  the  Electoral  Act — a  later  act — con¬ 
tains  this  provision  : 

The  day  to  be  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  parlia¬ 
ment  after  the  return  of  writs  for  general  elec¬ 
tion  shall  not  be  later  than  the  seventh  clear 
day  after  tlie  date  on  which  such  writs  shall 
have  been  made  returnable. 

It  is  as.sumed,  it  will  be  observed  in  the 
clause,  that  the  English  practice  is  ob¬ 
served,  that  all  the  writs  are  returnable 
on  one  day. 

Sir  J ouN  Bray  :  That  is  not  the  prac¬ 
tice  in  all  the  colonies  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  G RIFFITH  :  No,  be¬ 
cause  we  have  drifted,  unfortunately,  into 
another  practice,  and  the  return  of  the  writs 
has  been  treated  in  many  of  the  colonies — 
[J/r.  Fitzgerald. 


in  Queensland  for  a  long  time  until  lately 
— as  something  quite  diflerent  from  the 
meeting  of  parliament.  The  theory  is  that 
the  WTits  are  all  returned  to  the  Queen  at 
Westminster  on  the  same  day,  the  mem¬ 
bers  bringing  them  themselves,  and  that 
parliament  is  then  constituted.  That  prac¬ 
tice  has  been  departed  from  in  the  colonies^ 
and  I  think  several  make  the  writs  return¬ 
able  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  elections.. 
It  is  simply  an  accident  arising  from  want 
of  sufficient  familiarity  with  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  they  were  following.  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  that  a  day 
ought  to  be  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  par¬ 
liament.  I  would  suggest  the  adoption  of 
the  provision  in  the  New  South  Wales  Elec¬ 
toral  Act. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  Seven  days  might  be 
too  short ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Whatever 
time  it  is,  it  ought  not  to  be  long. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  I  should  suggest 
thirty  days  ! 

The  Chairman  :  I  would  ask  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  to  dispose  of  one  amendment  before 
they  suggest  another. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  was  ad¬ 
dressing  myself  to  the  amendment  before 
the  Committee,  and  giving  reasons  w’hy  it 
is  more  convenient  to  pass  the  clause  as  it 
is,  agreeing  that  a  subsequent  provision 
be  put  in  to  the  effect  suggested  by  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Fitzgerald. 

Mr.  GILLIES:  I  would  like  to  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  it  may  be  very 
inconvenient  for  a  government  to  be  tied 
down  to  meet  parliament  within  a  certain 
period  after  the  election.  We  have  known 
cases  in  which  that  would  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  inconvenient.  We  have  known,. 
I  suppose,  in  all  the  colonies,  that  it  has 
been  advisable  to  allow  some  time  to» 
elapse  after  the  election  has  taken  place. 

Colonel  Smith  :  We  want  to  stop  that  I 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  It  is  provided  in  every 
colony  that  parliament  shall  be  elected  for 
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a  certain  period,  and  shall  expire  at  a  certain 
period.  Let  me  give  an  illustration,  which 
is  not  solitary  to  Victoria.  The  Parliament 
of  Victoria  will  expire  next  February,  the 
election  will  take  place  very  shortly  after 
the  dissolution,  probably  in  March,  and  if 
you  are  going  to  insist  that  it  shall  meet 
within  thirty  or  forty  days.  Parliament 
will  be  called  together  in  April. 

Colonel  Smith  :  The  hon.  member  did 
that  himself  after  the  last  election  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  It  might  be  extremely 
inadvisable  to  meet  at  that  time,  and  it 
might  be  advisable  that  the  meeting  should 
be  postponed.  It  has  not  up  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  time  been  determined  that  parliament 
shall  be  absolutely  called  upon  to  meet  at 
any  particular  period,  except  on  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  governor-in-council,  who 
will  call  parliament  together,  and  who  wdll 
be  responsible.  With  reference  to  the  de¬ 
termination  of  the  question  as  to  when  the 
duration  of  parliament  should  begin,  it  has 
been  set  out  in  numerous  cases  as  the  time 
when  parliament  is  called  together.  The 
provision  in  our  act  runs  in  this  way  : 

The  present  and  every  future  legislative 
assembly  shall  exist,  and  continue  for  three 
years  from  the  day  of  tlie  first  meeting  thereof, 
and  no  longer,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  be  sooner 
dissolved  by  the  Governor. 

I  believe  that  provision  is  also  contained  in 
the  Constitution  of  New  South  Wales. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No ;  I  read  the 
provision  in  the  New  South  Wales  Consti¬ 
tution  ! 

Sir  JoHX  Bray  :  It  is  in  the  South 
Australian  Constitution  1 

Mr.  GILLIES  ;  Of  course,  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  colonies,  the  return  of  writs  has 
been  sometimes  settled  difierently.  The 
return  of  writs  in  cities  is  generally  shorter 
than  anywhere  else.  The  return  of  writs 
for  towns,  and  portions  of  surrounding 
districts,  is  a  little  longer,  and  then  the 
return  of  writs  for  very  large  agricultural 
areas  is  longer  still. 


Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Tliat  is  because 
people  blunder  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  That  is  an  assumption 
on  the  part  of  the  hon.  meoiber  which  I 
think  is  wholly  unwarranted.  We  are 
speaking  of  the  experience  of  legislation 
for  the  last  thirty  years,  and  to  say  that  it 
is  a  blunder  is  in  my  judgment  quite  an 
error. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  The  practice  in 
New  South  Wales  at  a  general  election  is 
to  make  all  the  writs  returnable  on  the 
same  day  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  That  is  not  the  case  in 
some  of  the  other  colonies.  What  we  are 
considering  now  is  the  question  whether  it 
is  desirable  to  fix  the  term  of  three  years  for 
which  the  parliament  will  exist  from  the 
time  at  which  it  meets  1  That  is  the  ques¬ 
tion.  The  writs  may  be  returned  in  one 
month  and  parliament  may  not  meet  until 
three  months  afterwards.  Under  the  pro¬ 
visions  contained  in  some  of  our  constitu¬ 
tions  a  time  is  fixed  for  the  meeting  of 
parliament. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  In  New  South 
Wales  the  writs  are  returnable  in  case  of 
a  general  election  on  one  day,  and  Parlia¬ 
ment  must  be  convened  within  seven 
days. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  That  is  very  true;  but 
that  provision  is  not  made  in  a  number  of 
local  acts. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  It  is  made  in  the 
New’  South  Wales  Electoral  Act ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  What  we  have  to  con¬ 
sider  is  the  most  convenient  way.  The 
principle  is  that  parliament  is  to  exist  for 
three  years.  Does  parliament  in  reality 
exist  for  three  years  if  it  be  elected  on  say 
the  1st  March,  if  return  of  writs  be  due 
at  the  end  of  March,  and  it  meets  seven 
days  afterwards  1  As  I  have  pointed  out 
it  is  frequently  not  advisable  for  parlia¬ 
ment  to  be  called  together  w’ithin  seven 
days  of  the  return  of  w’rits.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  several  of  the  colonies  do  not  have 
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their  parliaments  meeting  at  that  time, 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  proper  time 
from  which  to  date  is  when  the  governor- 
in-conncil  requires  parliament  to  meet — 
that  is,  that  the  term  of  the  existence  of 
the  parliament  should  be  three  years  from 
the  day  of  meeting,  not  earlier.  The  par¬ 
liament  would  then  exist  three  years  from 
the  commencement  of  business,  and  that 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  fair  and  correct  way 
of  looking  at  the  question.  I  think  the 
Convention  would  do  well  to  adopt  that 
view.  If  parliament  is  to  exist  for  throe 
years,  it  is  in  reality  called  upon  to  exist 
for  three  years  from  the  time  of  its  meet¬ 
ing. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  think  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  and  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  John  Bray,  are  aiming 
at  one  and  the  same  thing,  although  each 
hon.  member  has  a  different  way  of  put¬ 
ting  the  matter.  As  the  hon.  member. 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  pointed  out,  really  the 
writs  are  returnable  on  the  day  parliament 
meets,  and  members  are  expected  them¬ 
selves  to  return  them.  We,  however, 
have  got  into  a  different  usage.  We  pre¬ 
serve  the  constitutiunal  words  in  some 
cases,  but  we  have  departed  from  the  con¬ 
stitutional  usage.  In  South  Australia 
we  have  used  words  not  to  meet  the  old 
constitutional  principle,  but  to  meet  the 
modern  usage,  and  it  is  proposed  now  to 
return  to  the  old  words,  which  admit  of  a 
different  interpretation.  Surely  the  shorter 
way  would  be  to  put  the  clause  in  the 
form  suggested — from  the  day  of  meeting. 
The  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  has 
shown  that  strictly  and  constitutionally 
the  day  of  meeting  and  the  day  of  return 
of  writ  mean  the  same  thing.  If  they 
mean  and  should  be  the  same  thing,  wdiy 
not  say  so  ? 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  think  it  is  a  bad 
thing  to  give  to  a  parliament  power  to 
prolong  its  own  life,  and  yet  if  we  adopted 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
[il/r.  Gillies. 


Gillies,  and  made  the  parliament  exist  for 
three  years  from  the  date  of  its  first  meet¬ 
ing,  we  should  practically  give  it  that 
power.  A  ministry  might  find  it  extremely 
inadvisable  to  call  parliament  together  soon 
after  a  general  election.  They  might,  re¬ 
presenting  a  majority  of  the  lower  house, 
postpone  the  day  of  meeting  for  almost  a 
year.  They  could  not  go  beyond  that  time, 
because  the  constitution  provides  tliat  not 
more  than  twelve  months  shall  elapse 
between  tlie  first  day  of  a  session  and  the 
last  day  of  the  preceding  session.  A  minis¬ 
try,  however,  would  have  it  in  its  pow’er  to 
prolong  the  life  of  a  parliament  consider- 
ably. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  And  the  ministry 
might,  after  a  general  election,  be  in  a 
minority  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  That  would  be  still 
worse  than  the  case  I  have  already  put. 
In  any  case,  it  would  be  a  bad  course  to 
give  the  ministry  such  a  power.  I  think 
some  provision  should  be  made  that  the 
writs  be  returned  within  a  certain  time  after 
a  general  election. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  Or  that  parliament 
should  meet — that  is  the  point ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN :  It  does  not  matter 
much  which — it  comes  to  the  same  thing. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  suggest 
that  it  would  be  convenient  to  at  once 
settle  the  question  whether  the  day  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  return  of  writs  should  be 
the  date,  or  wdiether  the  day  of  meeting 
should  be  the  date.  To  leave  the  question 
vague  and  uncertain  as  to  w’ben  2)arlia- 
ment  should  meet  is,  I  admit,  a  most  dan¬ 
gerous  thing.  The  period  of  the  existence 
of  the  parliament  becomes  uncertain  if  it  is 
to  date  from  the  date  of  the  meeting.  The 
object  of  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John  Bray, 
is  to  fix  the  period  from  which  the  three 
years  is  to  date.  I  want  not  only  to  fix 
that,  but  to  make  the  period  not  more  than 
three  years.  The  hon.  member  secures 
one  part  of  the  object,  and  makes  the  term 
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absolutely  definite  from  wbich  to  count 
the  three  years,  but  he  leaves  the  actual 
duration  uncertain  and  indefinite.  The 
lion,  member  is  definite  in  form,  but  not 
in  substance. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  I  think  that 
unless  some  definitJe  provision  is  made  we 
shall  leave  matters  in  a  somewhat  danger¬ 
ous  position.  I  think  I  am  quite  justified 
ill  stating  a  case  that  occurred  in  this 
colony,  and  which  led  to  the  present  restric¬ 
tion  in  the  electoral  law.  A  government 
in  former  years  in  New  South  Wales  dis¬ 
solved  parliament.  In  the  general  elec¬ 
tion  it  was  decisively  defeated,  but  it  never¬ 
theless  kept  parliament  from  meeting,  if  I 
remember  ariglit,  for  a  period  of  six  weeks, 
and  just  before  it  met  tendered  its  own 
resignation,  so  that  after  the  defeat  had 
actually  taken  place  at  the  polls,  this  par¬ 
ticular  government  to  which  I  now  allude 
actually  kept  the  new  parliament  from 
meeting  for  a  long  period.  That  is  the  cir¬ 
cumstance  which  led  to  the  provision  in 
our  present  electoral  law — that  parliament 
must  be  convened  within  seven  days  from 
the  return  of  the  writs.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  be  possible  for  men  to  do 
exactly  the  same  thing  in  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  if  the  provision  stands  as  now  pro¬ 
posed,  and  I  should  think  it  would  be  better 
to  fix  a  period  for  the  final  return  of  the 
writs,  and  to  insert  a  provision  similar  to 
that  in  our  electoml  law — at  all  events,  it 
can  do  no  harm — that  the  government 
must  call  parliament  together  within  seven 
days  of  their  return.  In  our  case  the  pro¬ 
vision  has  been  found  to  work  extremely 
w'ell. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD :  If  that  provision 
be  inserted  it  does  not  matter  whether  we 
fix  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the 
life  of  the  parliament  at  the  return  of  the 
writs  or  at  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
because  both  must  take  place  within  seven 
days  of  each  other.  All  we  want  to  do  is 
to  fix  a  date  at  which  the  life  of  parlia¬ 


ment  shall  commence.  I  think  if  we 
adopt  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  member. 
Sir  Henry  Parkes,  it  will  meet  the  case. 
It  is  immaterial,  however,  whetherwe  make 
the  date  that  of  the  return  of  the  writ 
or  that  of  the  day  of  meeting,  if  only 
seven  days  can  elapse  between  the  two 
things. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Can  all  the  wults  be  re¬ 
turned  at  the  same  time  ? 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  think  a  time  can 
be  fixed  at  which  the  writs  can  be  returned 
from  all  parts  of  the  colonies,  because 
the  date  of  retum,  if  fixed  intelligently, 
w^ould  be  some  considerable  time  after  the 
actual  election.  Some  hon.  members  seem 
to  have  confused  the  date  of  the  election 
and  of  the  return  of  the  writs  as  if  they 
occurred  at  the  same  time.  They  do 
nothing  of  the  sort.  The  return  of  the 
writs  may  be  subsequent  to  it,  and  may 
vary  in  time  and  date.  In  our  colony  we 
have  the  writs  returned  at  diflTerent  dates. 
In  other  colonies  they  have  them  returned 
on  one  day.  The  old  constitutional  form 
in  England  is  to  have  them  all  returned 
on  one  day  ;  and  it  was  intended  by  the 
committee  that  they  should  be  returned  on 
one  day.  This  does  not  refer  to  the  mere 
election  of  members.  Therefore  there  will 
be  plenty  of  time  on  the  return  of  the 
\vrits  for  members  to  bo  present,  and  a 
date  should  be  fixed  for  parliament  to 
meet  after  the  retum  of  the  writs.  For 
the  reasons  given  by  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  I 
think  w’e  should  adopt  the  words  which 
are  contained  in  the  New  South  Wales 
Electoral  Act. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  The  difficulty  is  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  territory  of  NewSouth 
Wales  or  any  other  colony  and  the  very 
large  area  of  territory  which  this  bill  has 
to  deal  with.  If  there  had  been  a  con¬ 
tested  election  in  East  Kimberley,  the 
member  for  that  district  could  not  have 
been  present  at  the  meeting  of  parliament 
within  seven  days  after  the  return  of  the 


£50 


Australia  Bill, 


[2  April,  189L] 


Comnionwealih  of 

writ.  The  question  is,  what  time  should 
be  fixed  Are  we  going  to  fix  the  time 
for  the  expiration  of  parliament  at  three 
years  after  the  date  of  the  return  of  the 
writs  ?  I  assume  that  all  the  colonies  will 
come  into  the  confedemtion  in  the  course 
of  time.  J ust  imagine  what  might  happen 
if  pai'liament  had  to  meet  seven  days  after 
the  return  of  the  writs  from  New  Zealand ! 
A  steamer  might  break  down,  or  there 
might  be  a  storm,  and  the  government 
might  be  turned  out  of  office  owing  to  the 
non-arrival  of  their  supporters  from  New 
Zealand.  We  must  fix  some  time  from 
which  the  three  years  are  to  begin  ;  and  I 
think  the  proper  time  is  the  meeting  of 
parlLamenh 

Colonel  Smith  :  We  will  fix  a  time  for 
the  return  of  the  writs  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  The  hon.  member  is. 
only  thinking  of  Victoria,  where  all  the 
w’rits  could  be  returned  in  forty-eight 
hours ;  but  for  the  whole  territory  of 
Australia  we  must  allow  a  reasonable 
time. 

An  Hon.  Member  ;  What  is  reasonable 
time  ? 

Mr.  MUNRO :  It  is  for  those  who 
have  to  travel  over  the  territory  to  say, 

I  think  that  the  proper  time  to  fix  for 
counting  the  three  yeai*s  would  be  the 
date  of  the  meeting  of  parliament. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  There  is 
evidently  some  confusion  still  in  the  minds 
of  hon.  members.  For  instance,  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Munro,  says  it  will  take  a 
long  time  for  members  to  come  from  the 
different  places  to  the  parliament;  but 
surely  the  members  can  come  as  fast  as 
the  writs  can  come.  The  question  is  not 
of  the  actual  return  of  the  writs,  but  the 
date  on  which  the  writs  are  directed  to  be 
returned.  When  parliament  is  dissolved  the 
day  is  named.  An  hon.  member  has  been 
talking  of  the  day  appointed  for  the  return 
of  the  writs  as  if  it  was  the  day  on  which 
the  pieces  of  paper  were  actually  received. 

[3/r.  Munro. 


It  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  \Vlien  parlia¬ 
ment  is  dissolved,  and  the  writs  are  issued, 
a  day  is  fixed  on  which  the  writs  are  to  be 
in,  and  if  we  adhere  to  the  English  prac¬ 
tice  it  will  be  the  day  already  named  for 
the  meeting  of  parliament.  According  to 
the  English  practice  there  is  always  a  par¬ 
liament  either  summoned  or  prorogued. 
Coincident  with  the  dissolution  of  the  old 
parliament  is  the  proclamation  calling  the 
new  parliament. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  We  have  departed 
from  that  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  know ; 
but  is  every  departure  that  is  made  from 
the  English  Constitution  to  be  regarded  as 
the  English  Constitution]  In  the  minds 
of  some  hon.  gentlemen  every  departure 
made  in  their  own  colony,  perhaps  by  inad¬ 
vertence,  from  the  English  Constitution 
is  regarded  as  the  essence  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  It  is  an  improve¬ 
ment  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  How  is  it 
an  improvement  ]  Some  hon.  members 
have  spoken  as  if  the  date  for  the  return 
of  the  writs  was  the  date  of  the  physical 
receipt  by  post.  That  is  not  the  case. 
There  is  no  difficulty  whatever.  A  date 
must  be  fixed  in  the  firat  instance  before 
the  writs  are  issued.  It  must  be  one  day, 
and  that  is  the  day  from  which  tlie  three 
years  count.  That  is  fixed  at  the  date  of 
the  dissolution. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  do  not  see  why, 
when  we  have  a  practice  in  vogue  in 
several  of  the  colonies  which  we  under¬ 
stand,  by  which  the  term  of  the  parliament 
is  fixed  from  the  first  meeting  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  we  should  go  back  to  a  practice  fixed 
200  years  ago  in  England.  If  we  have  a 
practice  that  works  well,  we  should  adhere 
to  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  should  have 
a  fixed  time  for  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
and  the  idea  is  that  the  house  of  represen¬ 
tatives  shall  not  continue  to  exercise  its 
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powers  for  more  than  tliree  years.  If  we 
adopt  the  amendment  I  suggest,  fixing 
three  years  from  the  time  of  meeting,  the 
parliament  cannot  do  anything  after  that 
term.  They  cannot  exercise  any  legisla¬ 
tive  powers  before  they  meet. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  They  can  draw 
their  salaries  1 

Sir  J  OHN  BRAY  :  I  think  it  is  quite 
right  that  they  should ;  but  I  think  it 
is  right,  as  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Fitz* 
gerald,  says,  that  no  government  should 
be  allowed  to  put  off  indefinitely  the 
meeting  of  parliament.  Seven  days  would 
be  too  short  a  limit,  and  we  might  make 
it  thirty  days.  I  would  ask  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  say  what  we  mean.  Let  us 
have  a  fixed  time  from  'which  the  house 
of  representatives  shall  count  its  three 
years,  and  let  that  time  be  the  date  of  its 
first  meeting.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say 
that  the  date  fixed  for  the  return  of  the 
writs  is  not  the  date ;  but  let  us  say  what 
we  mean.  The  date  for  the  return  of  writs 
might  be  put  off  indefinitely  by  some 
ministry.  I  ask  the  Convention  to  say 
plainly  that  parliament  shall  not  exercise 
its  powers  for  more  than  three  years,  and 
after  a  parliament  has  met  on  a  certain 
day,  unless  it  is  sooner  dissolved,  it  should 
cease  to  exist  three  years  after  that  day, 
and  parliament  should  be  called  together 
within  a  certain  time  after  the  last  writ 
has  been  returned. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES :  I  am  very 
unwilling  to  refer  to  anything  done  in  the 
colony  which  I  represent,  and  I  only  do 
so  now  because  what  lam  about  to  refer 
to  seems  to  me  singularly  in  point.  In 
the  Electoral  Act  under  which  we  now 
Hve,  for  which* I  am  personally  responsible, 
there  are  several  restrictions.  First  of 
all,  it  is  provided  that  for  a  general  elec¬ 
tion  the  writs  shall  be  issued  within  two 
days.  That  restriction  arose  from  an 
abuse  of  the  law,  that  is,  from  an  unneces¬ 
sary  delay  in  the  issue  of  the  'writs.  Our 


present  Electoral  Act  provides  that  such 
writs  shall  in  every  case  be  made  return¬ 
able  on  a  day  not  later  than  the  thirty- 
fifth  clear  day  after  the  date  of  the  issue 
thereof.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  rendered 
impossible  for  the  government  for  the 
time-being  to  delay  the  issue  of  the  writs, 
and,  in  the  second  place,  it  is  rendered 
impossible  to  delay  the  fixing  of  the  date 
of  the  return  of  the  writs  beyond  a  reason¬ 
able  term.  Then  it  is  distinctly  provided 
that  the  date  fixed  for  the  meeting  of 
Parliament  after  the  return  of  the  writs 
shall  not  be  later  than  the  seventh  clear 
day  after  the  date  of  such  return,  so 
that  under  our  law  it  would  be  utterly 
impossible  for  the  government  in  office 
to  tamper  in  any  way  with  the  Parlia¬ 
ment.  They  must  issue  the  writs ;  they 
must  make  the  writs  returnable  within  a 
given  time,  and  they  must  convene  Par¬ 
liament  within  seven  days.  All  these  re¬ 
strictions  arose  out  of  actual  abuse  of 
the  law,  that  is,  delay  in  issuing  the 
writs,  delay  in  making  them  returnable, 
and  delay  amounting  to  a  long  time  in 
calling  Parliament  together.  It  appears 
to  me  that  Sir  John  Bi*ay^s  amendment 
would  leave  this  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  executive  government  still ;  they  could 
delay  calling  parliament  together  unless 
we  had  some  provision  that  they  should 
call  parliament  together  not  within  seven 
days,  but  within  fourteen  or  twenty-one 
days,  or  whatever  may  be  deemed  a  suffi¬ 
cient  time  for  the  larger  constituency.  I 
think  we  shall  make  a  great  mistake  if 
we  do  not  fix  the  law  so  definitely  as  not 
to  leave  anything  in  the  hands  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  the  time-being,  which  can  be  so 
manipulated  as  to  delay  the  convening  of 
the  new  parliament. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  inserted  be  so  inserted — put.  The 
Committee  divided : 

Ayes,  18;  noes,  17 ;  majority,  1. 
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Ayes. 

Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 

Kingston,  ^Ir. 

Bray,  Sir  John 

^larmion,  Mr. 

Browm,  Mr. 

Moore,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Munro,  Mr. 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

Russell,  Captain 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  J, 

Smith,  Colonel 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Wright,  !Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Noes. 

Baker,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Barton,  Mr. 

Fysh,  Mr. 

Bird,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 

Clark,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Cockburn,  Dr. 

Loton,  Mr. 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Play  ford,  Mr. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Adye 
Dowmer,  Sir  John 

Suttor,  ;Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Amendment  (Sir  John  Bray)  agreed  to ; 

That  the  words  ‘‘return  of  the  writs  for  choos¬ 
ing  ”  be  omitted. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  John  Bray)  pro¬ 
posed  : 

That  the  following'  words  be  added  to  the 
clause  : — “  The  Parliament  shall  be  called  to¬ 
gether  not  later  than  thirty  days  after  the  day 
appointed  for  the  return  of  the  writs  for  a  general 
election.” 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  would 
suggest  to  my  hon.  friend  that  thirty  days 
is  too  long  a  time.  He  still  seems  to  think 
that  the  duration  of  the  parliament  dates 
from  the  time  when  the  writs  come  in, 
instead  of  from  tlie  time  at  which  the 
writs  are  returnable.  This  you  may  make 
as  distant  as  you  like. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  Thirty  days  is  too 
long ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  I  believe 
seven  days  is  enough. 

Dr.  COCKBURN :  The  clause  has  now 
really  returned  to  its  original  form — that 
is  to  say,  the  time  of  the  return  of  the 
writs  is  still  practically  the  date  from  which 
the  duration  of  the  parliament  is  to  be 
reckoned,  and  we  are  far  from  the  position 
pointed  out  by  the  President,  of  taking  out 


of  the  hands  of  the  government  the  power 
to  prolong  the  life  of  the  parliament  by 
delaying  the  return  of  the  writs.  As  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  has  said, 
the  writs  may  be  made  returnable  at  as 
distant  a  day  as  you  like.  Parliament  is 
to  meet  within  thirty  days  from  that  time, 
and  the  life  of  the  parliament  is  to  date 
from  its  first  meeting,  so  that  we  have  not 
yet  attained  the  object  at  which  we  are 
driving.  I  w’ould  ask  the  hon.  member  to 
amend  his  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
words  “  for  the  return  of  the  writs.” 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  think  that  as  far 
as  this  matter  is  concerned  we  need  not 
try  to  frame  an  electoral  law.  No  doubt 
the  commonwealth  parliament  wdll  do  that, 
and  will  meet  the  contingency  pointed  out 
by  the  President.  All  that  we  want  to 
do  is  to  fix  the  date  at  which  the  federal 
parliament  will  begin  its  wxrk,  and  having 
done  that  the  parliament  will  no  doubt 
make  all  the  necessary  provisions  with 
regard  to  the  electoral  laws  very  shortly 
after  they  meet.  We  are  simply  wasting 
our  time  now. 

Amendment  agreed  to ;  clause,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  43  (Continuance  of  existing  election 
laws  until  the  parliament  otherwise  provides). 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  think  there  is  too 
much  verbiage  in  this  clause.  It  reads  ; 

The  manner  of  conducting  elections  for  the 
more  numerous  house  of  the  parliament,  the 
proceedings  at  such  elections,  the  oaths  to  l>e 
taken  by  voters,  the  returning  officers,  their 
powers  and  duties,  the  periods  during  which 
elections  may  be  continued,  the  execution  of 
new  writs  in  case  of  places  vacated  otherwise 
than  by  dissolution,  and  offences  against  the 
laws  regulating  such  elections  .  •  •  • 

I  think  the  words  “  Elections  for  the  more 
numerous  house  of  the  parliament  ”  would 
be  quite  sufficient.  We  need  not  go  into 
the  proceedings  at  elections  and  so  forth 
because  if  we  u.se  the  ^vord  ‘‘  elections  ”  it 
covers  all  that. 
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Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  If  the 
lion,  members  suggestion  were  adopted  the 
whole  of  the  existing  electoral  laws  would 
be  incorporated.  The  clause  is  intended 
to  be  a  selection  of  the  provisions  of  the 
electoral  laws  which  might  fairly  be  incor¬ 
porated,  that  is,  as  to  the  manner  of  con¬ 
ducting  elections,  the  proceedings  at  them, 
the  oaths  to  be  taken  by  voters,  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  returning  officer,  the 
periods  during  which  elections  may  be  con¬ 
tinued,  the  execution  of  new  writs  in  cases 
of  places  vacated  otherwise  than  by  disso¬ 
lution,  and  offences  against  the  laws  regu¬ 
lating  such  elections.  If  the  hon.  members 
suggestion  were  adopted,  however,  the 
clause  might  as  well  read,  The  laws  in 
force  in  the  several  states  regulating  ”  such 
elections  shall  apply.  I  know  that  the 
matters  referred  to  in  the  clause  must  be 
provided  for  ;  but  what  else  there  may  be 
in  the  several  electoral  laws  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  venture  to  suggest 
that  it  will  be  better  to  refer  these  mere 
drafting  points  to  the  hon.  member  in 
charge  of  the  bill.  The  wdiole  time  of 
hon.  members  who  are  kept  here  away 
from  their  business  is  taken  up  in  con¬ 
sidering  points  of  drafting.  Only  one 
man  can  properly  draft  a  bill,  and  I  know 
that  it  is  a  most  risky  thing  to  consider 
amendments  in  the  verbiage  at  the  table. 
I  think  these  suggestions  should  be  sent 
to  the  hon.  member  in  charge  of  the  bill, 
as  otherwise  we  shall  be  kept  here  inter¬ 
minably. 

Sir  S  AMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  do  not 
at  all  agree  with  the  hon.  member,  INIr. 
Wrixon,  that  this  is  a  matter  of  drafting; 
it  is  a  substantial  provision. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  45.  Each  member  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  shall  receive  an  annual 
allowance  for  his  services,  the  amount  of  which 
shall  be  fixed  by  the  parliament  from  ftme  to 
time.  Until  other  provision  is  made  in  that  be¬ 
half  by  the  parliament  the  amount  of  such  annual 
allowance  shall  be  five  hundred  pounds. 


Mr.  WRIXON :  I  am  not  going  to  violate 
my  own  rule,  and  raise  a  point  on  the 
drafting  here,  except  to  suggest  to  the  hon. 
member  in  charge  of  the  bill  that  the 
wording  is  not,  I  think,  the  best  that 
could  be  adopted.  I  think  that  to  describe 
the  payment  mentioned  in  the  clause  as 
an  allowance  for  services  is  a  mi.sdescrip- 
tion.  It  is  really  an  allowance  for  the 
reimbursement  of  expenses. 

Mr.  Clark  :  We  argued  that  out  in 
committee  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  should  prefer  to  see 
the  wording  which  is  used  in  some  of 
the  statutes  of  those  colonies  which  have 
adopted  payment  of  members,  namely,  that 
it  should  be  put  as  the  reimbui*sement  of 
expenses,  because  otherwise  you  get  into 
the  public  mind  the  idea  that  members  of 
parliament  are  actually  paid  a  salary  for 
their  work,  which  they  are  not. 

Mr.  MARMION  :  I  do  not  see  why 
these  'words  “  for  their  services  ”  should 
be  included  at  all.  Why  not  say  that 
each  member  of  the  senate,  and  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  shall  receive  an 
annual  allowance  1  I  move  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  : 

That  the  words  “  for  his  sersdees,”  line  3,  be 
omitted. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  the  Chairman  report  progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

If  hon.  members  will  take  the  opportunity 
of  looking  at  the  laws  in  the  several  colo¬ 
nies,  with  reference  to  the  payment  of 
members,  they  will  find  that  a  series  of 
provisions  ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill 
which  are  not  inserted.  If  they  look  at 
the  New  South  Wales  act,  they  will  find 
provisions  which  take  into  consideration 
the  salaries  that  are  paid  to  ministers,  to 
officials,  and  so  on.  Some  provision  is  re¬ 
quired  in  order  to  guard  against  officials 
being  paid  double.  When  a  member  of 
parliament  becomes  a  minister  of  the 
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Crown,  the  amount  he  was  previously  paid 
as  a  member  of  parliament  lapses.  There 
is  no  provision  of  that  kind  in  the  clauses 
of  this  bill.  It  is  not  at  present  contem¬ 
plated  in  this  bill  to  make  any  other  pro- 
^dsion  than  the  bald  provision  already 
made.  Surely  it  is  not  contemplated  that 
in  the  event  of  a  member  of  parliament 
who  was  being  paid  £500  a  year  accept¬ 
ing  office,  he  is  to  receive  his  salary  as  a 
minister  of  the  Crown  plus  his  salary  as  a 
member  of  parliament.  We  have  to  con¬ 
sider  these  questions  in  a  rational  manner ; 
and  to  settle  a  matter  of  this  kind  without 
consideration  is  not  likely  to  commend  it 
to  our  own  judgment,  and  certainly  not  to 
the  judgment  of  the  public. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  certainly 
think  that  we  have  done  as  much  work  as 
we  are  likely  to  do  well  to-day,  and  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  the  Committee  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  give  proper  attention  to  further 
work  to-night.  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  or  two  in  reference  to  what  the  hon, 
member,  Mr.  Gillies,  has  stated  in  regard 
to  the  absence  of  provision  on  matters  of 
detail.  The  omission  was  intentional  so 
far  as  the  drafting  committee  was  con¬ 
cerned,  because  we  thought  it  was  not 
our  business  to  encumber  the  constitution 
with  matters  of  detail.  One  of  the  first 
things  to  be  done  by  the  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth  in  its  first  session 
would  be  to  settle  the  salaries  of  minis¬ 
ters,  and  a  great  number  of  other  mat¬ 
ters  of  that  kind.  We  have,  therefore, 
given  them  power  to  deal  with  this  sub¬ 
ject.  We  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
make  this  in  any  sense  a  payment  of  mem¬ 
bers  bill.  We  lay  down,  however,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  they  are  to  receive  an  annual 
allowance  for  their  services,  and  we  thought 
that  it  should  start  in  the  first  instance  at 
£500. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  progress  reported. 

Conveation  adjourned  at  6*33  p.m. 

£3/r.  Gillies, 


FRIDAY,  S  APRIL,  1891, 

Ck)nunonwealth  of  Australia  Bill— Adjournment. 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  1 1  a.m. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTKALIA  BILL. 

(consideration  resumed  from 

2nd  April)  .* 

CHAPTER  I.— THE  LEGISLATURE. 

Part  IV. — Provisions  relating  to  both  houses. 

Clause  45.  Each  member  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  shall  receive  an  annual 
allowance  for  his  services,  the  amount  of  which 
shall  be  fixed  by  the  parliament  from  time  to 
time.  Until  other  provision  is  made  in  that 
behalf  by  the  parliament  the  amount  of  such 
annual  allowance  shall  be  five  hundred  pounds. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Marmion  had  moved  by 
way  of  amendment : 

That  the  words  “  for  his  services”  be  omitted. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  A.  FORREST  :  I  wish  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
amount  of  the  allowance  to  be  paid  to  the 
members  of  both  houses  of  the  federal 
parliarhent.  The  allowance  will  amount 
to  at  least  £100,000  for  the  different 
states,  and  I  think  it  would  be  better  if 
it  were  left  to  each  colony  to  fix  the  amount 
of  the  payment  to  members. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Oh,  nonsense  ! 

Mr.  A.  FORREST  :  I  am  sure  that  the 
colony  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repre¬ 
sent  will  object  most  strongly  to  pay  its 
members  anything  like  £500  a  year.  At 
the  present  time  we  have  no  payment  of 
members,  nor  are  we  likely  to  have  it  in 
Western  Australia,  and  if  we  allow  this 
amount  to  stand  in  the  clause  we  shall 
find  that  the  local  parliament  will  move  in 
that  direction.  The  colony  is  not  in  a 
position  to  pay  any  large  sum  as  an  allow¬ 
ance  to  its  members,  and  I  protest  most 
strongly  against  this  Convention  in  any 
way  pledging  the  local  parliaments  to  the 
payment  of  £500  per  annum  to  members 
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to  attend  the  senate  sitting  in  Sydney  or 
Melbourne-  1  am  certain  that  in  our 
colony  we  can  get  men  to  come  for  a  far 
less  sum  than  that ;  in  fact,  I  believe  we 
can  get  men  to  come  without  payment  at 
all.  It  has  been  a  principle  of  our  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  many  years,  and  will  be,  I  hope, 
for  years  to  come,  that  members  shall  have 
that  amount  of  good  feeling  towards  their 
country  that  they  will  not  ask  the  country 
to  pay  their  expenses.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  the  Committee  will  leave  it  to  the 
different  state  legislatures  to  arrange  for 
the  payment  of  their  members. 

Clause,  as  read,  agreed  to. 

Clause  46.  Any  person — 

( 1. )  Who  has  taken  an  oath  or  made  a  declar¬ 
ation  or  acknowledgment  of  allegiance, 
obedience,  or  adherence  to  a  foreign  power, 
5  or  has  done  any  act  whereby  he  has  become 

a  subject  or  citizen  or  entitled  to  the  rights 
or  privileges  of  a  subject  or  a  citizen  of  a 
foreign  power  ;  or 

(2.)  Who  is  an  undischarged  bankrupt  or  in- 
10  solvent,  or  a  public  defaulter ;  or 

(3. )  Who  is  attainted  of  treason,  or  con\dcted 
of  felony  or  of  any  infamous  crime  ; 
shall  be  incapable  of  being  chosen  or  of  sitting 
as  a  .senator  or  member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
15  sentatives  until  the  disability  is  removed  by 
a  grant  of  a  discharge,  or  the  expiration  of 
the  sentence,  or  a  pardon,  or  release,  or 
otherwise. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GEIFFITH  :  I  think  in 
line  16,  after  the  word  “expiration”  the 
words  “or  remission”  ought  to  be  inserted. 

Mr.  WmXON :  If  my  hon.  friend  will 
allow  me,  before  the  amendment  is  put,  I 
wish  the  Convention  to  consider  whether 
it  is  necessary  to  have  these  words  at  all  : 

until  the  disability  is  removed  by  a  grant  of  a 
discharge  or  the  expiration  of  the  sentence,  or  a 
pardon,  or  release,  or  otherwise. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  better  to 
leave  out  those  words  and  to  provide  that 
if  a  man  is  convicted  of  treason,  felony,  or 
an  infamous  crime,  he  shall  be  disqualified. 
Mr.  Clark:  For  ever  1 
Mr.  Munro  :  Yes! 


Mr.  WRIXON  :  There  is  a  great  awk-  . 
wardness  in  saying  that  a  man  is  not  to 
be  chosen  until  he  is  discharged ;  but  in 
addition  to  that,  looking  to  the  broad  prin¬ 
ciple,  if  a  man  is  convicted  of  one  of  these 
serious  crimes,  I  do  not  think  it  is  an  un¬ 
reasonable  thing  to  disqualify  him  for  a 
position  of  trust  which  he  would  receive  as 
a  member  of  parliament.  It  is  not  an 
additional  p>enalty  upon  him.  It  is  done 
much  on  the  same  prudential  motives 
which  would  induce  us  not  to  nominate 
such  a  man  as  a  trustee  in  our  private 
affairs. 

Mr.  Clark  ;  It  isleft  to  your  own  choice  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON :  Here  you  say,  on  the 
face  of  your  law,  that  a  man  convicted  of 
a  serious  offence  is  disqualified  until  he  gets 
out  of  prison.  That,  I  think,  is  a  mistake, 
and  it  would  be  well  to  omit  the  words  I 
have  quoted. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  You  mean  that 
it  should  read  “  who  has  been  attainted  ”  I 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  There  is  one  case  I 
admit  which  ought  to  be  provided  for.  It 
is  the  case,  and  the  very  unusual  case,  of 
an  innocent  man  who  may  have  been  con¬ 
victed  and  afterwards  pardoned.  But  I 
propose,  after  leaving  out  the  words  I  have 
quoted,  to  add  a  few  words  providing  for 
that  case. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  should  say  “  who  has  been  attainted,” 
otherwise  the  clause  would  be  ambiguous  I 

Mr.  WRIXON :  Certainly  I  w'ould  say, 

“  w'ho  has  been  ”  instead  of  “  who  is,”  and 
then  I  would  strike  out  the  words  I  have 
quoted  with  a  view  to  insert  these  words  : 

Provided  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall 
apply  to  any  person  who  shall  receive  a  free 
pardon  from  the  Crown. 

Amendment  (Mr.  Wrixon)  proposed  : 

That  the  word  “  is,”  line  11,  be  omitted  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  **  has 
been.” 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  The  proppsed 
amendment  raises  a  point  of  considerable 
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importance.  A  bill  was  sent  home  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament  some  time  ago  con¬ 
taining  a  clause  in  the  form  in  which  this 
amendment  would  make  this  particular 
clause.  On  the  question  being  argued  in 
parliament  it  was  decided  to  add  to  the 
clause  words  similar  to  those  it  is  now 
proposed  to  strike  out.  I  was  satisfied 
from  the  discussion  which  took  place  upon 
the  subject  that  the  provision  as  originally 
drawmby  me  was  wrong,  and  that  all  hope  of 
reform  ought  not  to  be  cut  off  from  a  man. 
It  is  proposed,  not  only  to  give  him  the 
punishment  the  la^v  has  allotted  to  his 
offence,  but  wdien  he  has  undergone  that 
punishment,  you  send  him  forth  with  a 
brand  uponhim  which  he  can  never  wipe  out. 
There  is  less  danger  really  in  allowing  a 
man  w’ho  has  undergone  the  sentence  the 
law  has  imposed,  and  which  he  was  en¬ 
titled  to  receive,  to  afterwards  go  free,  and 
thus  have  a  chance  of  reformation.  There 
is  much  less  harm  done  to  the  community 
in  that  way  than  in  condemning  a  man  to 
an  unknown  punishment.  The  judge  in 
delivering  his  sentence  would  not  take 
this  other  matter  into  consideration,  and 
yet  the  additional  heavy  penalty  is  in¬ 
flicted  on  the  man.  He  is  literally  sent 
out  a  pariah  among  his  fellow-countrymen 
without  any  hope  of  being  restored  to  his 
former  social  status.  By  no  good  conduct 
could  he  relieve  himself  of  the  result  of  the 
errors  of  his  past  life.  His  children  would 
also  know  that  their  father  had  been  guilty 
of  a  crime  of  which  they  might  not  other¬ 
wise  have  heard,  and  disgrace  might  be 
brought  upon  a  family  for  one  or  two 
generations.  I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  leave  the  clause  as  the  British  Parlia¬ 
ment  left  it. 

Mr.  BUTLEDGE  :  I  hope  the  Com¬ 
mittee  will  not  accept  the  amendment ;  and 
I  hope  hon.  members  will  carefully  consider 
the  influence  which  it  would  be  likely  to 
have.  Take  the  case  of  a  man  who  may  be 
convicted  of  what  may  be  technically  called 
[Sir  George  Grey. 


a  felony,  althougli  it  might  not  be  more 
than  the  stealing  of  a  j£5-note.  He  would 
be  at  once  stamped  as  a  man  belonging  to 
a  class  who  could  not  by  any  subsequent 
good  conduct  establish  a  claim  to  such  re¬ 
cognition  as  is  implied  in  the  possibility 
of  election  to  the  federal  legislature.  I 
consider,  also,  that  wo  are  doing  an  injus¬ 
tice  to  men  who  may  perhaps  have  passed 
all  their  lifetime  in  Australia,  whose  ante¬ 
cedents  are  all  known.  If  any  one  of  these 
men  had  made  a  slip  in  his  early  youth,  it 
would  at  once  become  knowm.  ^ye  are  thus 
establishing  a  condition  of  things  decidedly 
disadvantageous  to  those  who  have  passed 
the  wdiole  of  their  lifetime  under  the  eyes 
of  their  fellow- Australians  as  against  a 
man  who  may  come  here  to-morrow,  and 
about  whom  no  one  may  know  anything. 
In  our  liberality  yesterday  we  decided  to 
make  any  man  who  comes  here  from  abroad, 
and  who  has  fulfilled  the  usual  six  months’ 
residence,  enabling  him  to  be  registered  as 
a  voter  in  any  one  of  the  states,  eligible  for 
election  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Clark  :  No ;  we  agreed  to  a  three 
years’  residence  ! 

Mr.  BUTLEDGE :  I  am  glad  to  hear 
it ;  but  I  thought  w’e  were  defeated  on  the 
point.  But  take  the  case  of  a  man  who 
has  been  here  three  years,  and  of  whose 
antecedents  w^e  know  nothing  at  all.  He 
may  have  been  guilty  of  slips  in  his  youth 
in  England,  or  in  some  other  part  of  the 
world,  of  which  we  know  nothing,  and  our 
ignorance  of  those  slips  would  render  him 
eligible  for  election  to  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives.  I  do  not  think  we  ought,  by 
a  deliberate  vote  of  this  Convention,  -  to 
establish  the  principle  that  a  man  who  has 
fallen  in  his  early  life — it  may  be  under 
circumstances  of  temptation — can  under 
no  possible  circumstances  redeem  himself, 
and  render  himself  eligible  for  a  j)Osition 
implying  trust  and  confidence  on  the  part 
of  his  fellow-man.  I  think  w^e  ought  to 
hesitate  before  we  revert  to  a  condition  of 
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tilings  wliicli  I  am  sure  existed  only  a 
great  many  years  ago,  if  indeed  it  ever 
existed  in  any  portion  of  the  British 
dominions.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  be 
rejected. 

Mr.  MUNKO  :  I  understood  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  George  Grey,  to  lay  great 
stress  the  other  day  upon  the  point  that 
we  should  raise  a  high  standard  to  which 
our  young  men  might  aspire.  I  venture 
to  say  that  you  can  have  no  higher  standard 
for  our  young  men  than  the  knowledge 
that  if  they  are  convicted  of  a  felony  they 
will  cease  to  have  certain  civil  rights  they 
formerly  possessed. 

Mr.  Clark  :  For  a  time  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Not  only  for  a  time,  I 
think.  An  hon.  member  has  said  that  this 
law  belongs  to  olden  times  ;  but  it  is  the 
law  of  Victoria  at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  That  does  not  make  it  a 
good  law  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  believe  it  is  a  good 
law.  You  are  about  to  frame  a  constitu¬ 
tion  applying  to  a  very  extensive  area,  and 
you  may  find  that  a  man  who  has  been  in 
one  of  the  colonies  convicted  of  murder, 
and  who,  according  to  our  law  ought  to  be 
hanged,  has,  through  some  particular  cir¬ 
cumstances,  been  ordered  to  receive  three 
lashings  of  twenty-five  lashes  each  and 
twenty -one  years  in  irons,  going  to  another 
colony  where  his  previous  character  would 
be  unknown,  and  there  associating  with 
honest  men  in  making  laws  for  the  federa¬ 
tion.  I  say  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the 
federation  if  you  were  to  allow  such  a 
thing  to  take  place.  We  know  perfectly 
well  that  the  result  would  be  not  to  put 
upon  crime  the  stamp  that  ought  to  be 
put  upon  it.  I  say  that  tlie  man  who  has 
broken  the  law  of  the  land  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  be  convicted  of  a  felony  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  make  laws  for  a  free 
people,  and  for  that  reason  I  strongly  sup¬ 
port  the  amendment  of  my  lion,  friend. 
It  would  make  the  clause  correspond  to 


the  law  of  Victoria  at  the  present  time* 
We  are  very  proud  of  that  law,  and  we 
should  be  very  sorry  to  see  it  repealed. 

Mr.  CLARK  :  The  last  speaker  seems 
to  think  that  because  a  certain  provision 
is  law  in  Victoria  that  is  quite  sufficient 
reason  for  its  embodiment  in  the  federal 
constitution.  But  all  the  wisdom  of  the 
world  is  not  concentrated  in  Victoria  now 
any  more  than  it  has  been  concentrated 
there  in  years  gone  by.  There  has  been  im¬ 
pressed  upon  the  law's  of  the  colonies  from 
time  to  time  the  mark  of  their  local  and 
social  origin,  and  we  know  very  well  that 
this  particular  clause  was  introduced  into 
the  Victorian  Constitution  w  ith  regard  to 
special  circumstances  in  the  pa.st  history 
of  Australia.  I  think  it  would  be  a  great 
pity  to  preserve  such  a  record  in  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  common w’eal til,  and  so  revive 
what  I  am  sure  all  free-bom  Australians 
would  rather  bury  and  forget  I  think  the 
argument  put  forward  by  Sir  George  Grey 
is  all-sufficient  to  condemn  the  proposed 
amendment.  It  is  an  attempt  by  antici¬ 
pation  to  affix  to  particular  crimes  a  greater 
punishment  than  the  parliament  of  the 
commonw'ealth  may,  in  its  wisdom,  affix  to 
them.  We  are  attempting  to  tie  the  hands 
of  that  parliament,  and  to  say  that,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  whatever  punishment  they  think  suf¬ 
ficient  to  impose  for  these  particular  crimes 
in  the  future,  we  will  add  this  punishment 
and  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  alter 
it.  The  hon.  member  talks  about  this  bein" 

o 

a  disgrace  to  the  constitution.  Surely  it 
w'ould  be  a  dLsgrace  to  our  constitution  if 
beforehand  w'e  said  that  every  punishment 
hereafter  inflicted  shall  be  intensified  by 
something  wdiich  had  no  relation  what¬ 
ever  to  the  particular  circumstances  under 
w'hich  the  man  committed  the  offence  The 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  himself  admits 
that  there  ought  to  be  exceptions  to  the 
particular  rule  laid  dowui.  He  says  w'e 
should  make  exceptions  with  regard  to 
men  wdio  receive  free  pardons.  The  hon. 
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gentleman’s  experience  in  Victoria  will 
enable  him  to  recall  many  cases  where  the 
Executive  Iiad  good  reason  to  believe  that 
the  convicted  person  was  innocent,  but 
there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  to  justify 
the  Executive  in  going  through  the  form 
of  gi'anting  a  free  pardon,  although  he  has 
been  allowed  to  go  free.  Other  cases  have 
occurred  where  men  have  served  their  full 
term,  after  which  evidence  has  been  dis¬ 
covered  showing  that  they  were  innocent. 
The  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro,  says  that 
once  a  man  is  convicted  he  should  never 
thereafter  be  allowed  to  associate  with 
honest  men  in  making  laws.  Does  he  wish 
us  to  infer  from  that  that  we  can  guarantee 
that  eve-ry  man  who  will  sit  hereafter  in 
the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  will 
be  absolutely  free  from  all  dishonesty  ? 

Mr.  Munro  :  Until  he  is  convicted  ! 

Mr.  CLARK  :  Simply  because  he  has 
not  been  convicted  he  is  to  be  treated  as  a 
man  superior  to  another  man,  who,  per¬ 
haps  in  his  youth,  twenty  or  thirty  years 
before  his  election,  has  been  convicted  of 
some  offence.  The  only  w'ay  to  carry  out 
that  principle  in  its  entirety  w^ould  be  to 
add  the  words  “  has  been,  or  ought  to 
have  been,  convicted,’'  and  to  make  the 
speaker  sole  judge  of  the  moral  qualities  of 
every  candidate  for  parliamentary  honors. 
We  should  then,  certainly,  be  a  model 
nation,  and  we  should  set  a  high  standard 
before  our  young  men  such  a.s  no  nation 
ever  erected,  or  would  attempt  to  erect. 

Dr.  COCK  BURK  :  I  do  not  believe  in 
eternal  punishment ;  therefore  I  shall  vote 
against  the  amendment.  If  a  man  were 
wrongly  convicted,  and  afterwards  par¬ 
doned,  this  provision  would  exclude  him. 

‘  An  Hon.  Member  :  No  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  understood  that 
that  was  intended.  Take  the  war  of  seces¬ 
sion  in  America.  I  do  not  know  whether 
any  of  the  seceders  were  convicted  of  trea¬ 
son,  but  they  could  have  been,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  of  a  provision  such  as  this  would 
[J/r.  Clark. 


have  been  the  exclusion  from  the  Congi'ess 
and  Senate  of  some  of  the  very  best  men 
in  America.  Take,  again,  the  fathers  of 
the  United  States  Constitution.  I  think 
we  had  better  leave  this  alone. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  There  is  one  thing  which 
will  easily  adjust  this  difficulty.  We  must 
have  some  regard  for  the  common-sense  of 
the  people  who  have  to  give  their  votes  for 
members  of  parliament.  It  is  a  strong 
ground  to  take,  that  we  should  not  pass  a 
restrictive  law  of  this  character  to  further 
punish  a  man  who  has  already  paid  the 
full  penalty  inflicted  by  the  law  for,  per¬ 
haps,  a  minor  offence.  We  should  simply 
admonish  him  to  ‘‘turn  from  his  wicked¬ 
ness  and  live.”  We  may  very  well  trust 
the  electors  to  do  what  is  right. 

Mr.  Munro  :  But  the  electors  will  not 
know  anything  about  it ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  In  Victoria,  of  course, 
they  would  know  about  it.  I  could  go  to 
Victoria  and  name  people  who  sat  in  par¬ 
liament  and  in  the  government,  and  yet 
who  were  previously  convicted  of  treason. 
I  could  go  to  Queensland  and  find  people 
who  have  occupied  seats  in  parliament - 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  And  afterwards  in 
the  House  of  Commons  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Who  were  previously  ac¬ 
cused  of  treason, 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  And  who  were  con¬ 
victed  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  could  mention  instances 
of  members  of  parliament  there  who  were 
previously  Irish  rebels,  who  struggled  for 
home  rule.  The  hon.  member,  Dr.  Cock- 
burn,  says  he  does  not  believe  in  eternal 
punishment.  I  quite  agree  with  him,  and 
I  think  that  when  a  man  has  once  paid 
his  debts,  either  to  individuals  or  the 
state,  lie  should  be  allowed  to  go  free,  and 
he  should  be  regarded  as  having  given  full 
satisfaction.  We  must  leave  everything 
to  the  intelligence  of  the  electors,  who  will 
have  the  aid  of  the  press,  which,  in  New 
South  Wales,  is  particularly  searching  in 
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its  mode  of  action.  No  man  will  venture 
to  seek  to  be  a  senator  of  the  common' 
wealth  of  Australia  if  there  is  any  charge 
against  his  character,  because  he  can  rely 
upon  the  press  stirring  the  thing  up  from 
the  bottom.  Let  us  do  what  is  fair  and 
right.  When  a  man  has  once  paid  bis  debts, 
let  us  say  that  they  shall  not  be  cast  up  in 
his  teeth.  I  often  notice  that  in  the  criminal 
courts  when  an  unfortunate  wretch  has 
been  found  guilty  by  a  jury  the  judge  asks 
an  officer  of  the  court,  Has  this  prisoner 
been  convicted  before  r  I  maintain  that 
wdien  once  a  man  has  served  his  punish¬ 
ment  it  is  not  right  to  ask  such  questions. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  It  is  a  question  of  habit 
and  repute  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  No,  it  is  simply  a  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  whether  a  man  has  been  con¬ 
victed  previously,  and  the  unfortunate  man 
probably  pays  twice  over  for  some  insigni¬ 
ficant  crime.  I  shall  vote  against  the  pro¬ 
posed  amendment,  because  I  am  prepared 
to  rely  upon  the  common-sense  and  intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  electors,  aided  as  they  will 
be  by  a  powerful,  and  I  was  going  to  say, 
unscrupulous,  but  I  prefer  to  say  searching 
press,  which  will  not  allow  any  man  to 
occupy  a  public  position  without  probing 
his  character  to  the  bottom. 

Mr.  J.  FORREST  :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  whether 
the  last  part  of  this  clause  might  not 
be  struck  out  ?  It  has  a  significance  wffiich 
I  do  not  like.  One  w^ould  imagine  that 
we  are  likely  to  have  a  lot  of  persons 
attainted  with  treason,  or  guilty  of  felony, 
as  members  of  parliament.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  clause  would  be  equally  as 
good  if  the  w^ords  by  a  grant  of  dis¬ 
charge,  or  the  expiration  of  the  sentence, 
or  a  pardon,  or  release  or  otherwise”  were 
struck  out.  I  quite  agree  wdth  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  that  there  is 
a  good  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides  of 
this  question,  and  that  we  do  not  w  ant 
such  people  to  be  members  of  parliament. 


But  at  the  same  time  we  do  not  want  to 
shut  out  altogether  those  people  who  may 
have  done  wrong.  I  feel  considerable  diffi¬ 
culty  about  it ;  but  I  think  the  clause 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  if  the  words  I 
have  referred  to  are  struck  out. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Of  course 
the  Committee  can  strike  out  those  words 
if  it  likes.  But  the  result  will  be  that 
nobody  will  know  exactly  what  the  clause 
means.  That  is  the  only  objection  to  it. 

Question — That  the  w^ord  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  question — put. 
The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  27  ;  noes,  9  ;  majority,  18. 


Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 

Ayes. 

GrifiSth,  Sir  Samuel 

Bird,  Mr, 

Hackett,  Mr. 

Bray,  Sir  John 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Brown,  Mr. 

Marmion,  Mr. 

Clark,  Mr. 

McMillan,  Mr. 

Cockbum,  Dr. 

Moore,  Mr. 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Play  ford,  Mr. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Adye 

Russell,  Captain 

Downer,  Sir  John 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Fon-est,  Mr.  J. 

Smith,  Colonel 

Fysh,  Mr. 

Suttor,  Mr. 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Thynne,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 

Cuthbert,  Mr. 

Noes. 

Loton,  Mr. 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

^lacdonald- Paterson  Mr 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Munro,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative.^ 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 

agreed  to  : 

That  the  words  “ 

or  i*emission  ”  be  inserted 

after  the  word  “expiration,’’  line  16. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Clause  48.  Any  person  w^ho  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  himself,  or  by  any  person  in  trust  for 
him,  or  for  his  use  or  benefit,  or  on  his 
account,  undertakes,  executes,  holds,  or  en¬ 
joys,  in  the  wffiole  or  in  part,  any  agreement  5 
for  or  on  account  of  the  public  service  of  the 
commonwealth,  shall  be  incapable  of  being 
chosen  or  of  sitting  as  a  senator  or  member  of 
the  house  of  representatives  while  he  executes. 
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10  holds,  or  enjoys  the  agreement,  or  any  part 
or  share  of  it,  or  any  benefit  or  eiuoluinent 
arising  from  it  : 

If  any  pei-son,  being  a  senator  or  member 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  enters  into 
15  any  such  agreement,  or  having  entered  into 
it  continues  to  hold  it,  his  place  shall  be  de¬ 
clared  by  the  senate  or  the  houseof  representa¬ 
tives,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  be  vacant,  and 
thereupon  the  same  shall  become  and  bo 
20  vacant  accordingly : 

But  this  section  does  not  extend  to  any 
agreement  made,  entered  into,  or  accepted, 
by  an  incorporated  company  consisting  of 
more  than  twenty  persons  if  the  agreement  is 
25  made,  entered  into,  or  accepted  for  the 
general  benefit  of  the  company. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  r  An  lion, 
member  yesterday  called  attention  to  the 
repetition  in  this  clause  of  words  that 
were  not  necessary,  having  rc'gard  to  the 
provisions  of  clause  38.  I  move  : 

That  the  following  words  be  omitted,  lines  1 6  to 
20 :  “be  declared  by  the  senate  or  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  be  vacant, 
and  thereupon  the  same  shall  become  and  he 
vacant  accordingly,”  with  a  view*  to  insert  the 
words,  “thereupon  become  vacant.” 

Amendment  agreed  to ;  clause,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  49.  If  a  senator  or  member  of  the 
house  of  representatives  accepts  any  office  of 
profit  under  the  Crown,  not  being  one  of  the 
offices  of  state  held  during  the  pleasure  of 
5  the  governor-general,  and  tlie  holders  of 
which  are  by  this  constitution  declared  to  be 
capable  of  being  chosen  and  of  sitting  as 
members  of  either  house  of  parliament,  or 
accepts  any  pension  payable  out  of  any  of  the 
10  revenues  of  the  commonwealth  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  Crown,  his  place  shall  there¬ 
upon  become  vacant,  and  no  person  holding 
any  such  office,  except  as  aforesaid,  or  hold¬ 
ing  or  enjoying  any  such  pension,  shall  be 
15  capable  of  being  chosen  or  of  sitting  as  a 
member  of  either  house  of  the  2>arli ament. 

But  this  provision  does  not  apply  to  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  military  or  naval  forces  who  are 
not  in  the  receipt  of  annual  pay. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  shall  propose  the  omis¬ 
sion  from  this  clause  of  any  words  that 
would  debar  any  person  Iiolding  a  pension 
from  having  a  seat  in  parliament.  I  do 


not  see  why  a  gentleman  who  has  a  pen¬ 
sion  wliicli  he  has  legitiinatcdy  earned 
should  be  prevented  from  liaving  a  seat  in 
either  house  of  tlie  legislature.  Having  in 
view  the  discussion  wliich  took  place  on 
the  4Gth  clause,  why  should  we  exclude 
any  one  lawfully  enjoying  a  pension  which 
he  has  honestly  earned  'I  I  should  like  to 
hear  some  explanation  of  the  matter. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  It  applies 
only  to  pensions  during  pleasure.  Theobject 
is  to  prevent  persons  who  are  dependent 
for  their  livelihood  upon  the  government, 
and  who  are  amenable  to  its  influence, 
from  being  members  of  the  legislature. 
There  is  no  reason  that  I  can  see  why  a 
man  who  has  served  his  country,  and  to 
whom  a  permanent  pension  has  been  al¬ 
lowed,  should  not  be  permitted  to  sit  in 
the  legislature.  But  a  ‘‘  pension  during 
pleasure”  might  be  given  ;  and  the  holder 
of  such  a  pension  should  certainly  not  be 
allowed  to  become  a  member  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Why  should  we  con¬ 
template  the  po.ssibility  of  such  things  1 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  cannot 
sympathise  with  the  hon.  gentleman  in 
thinking  that  our  forecast  at  the  present 
time  includes  all  possible  contingencies.  T 
do  not  think  that  such  a  thing  is  likely  to 
happen  ;  but,  so  far  as  I  know,  human 
nature  has  not  changed  much  in  the  last 
300  or  400  years,  and  such  a  thing  might 
happen  again. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  in  thinking  that 
these  words  should  be  struck  out.  It  does 
not  seem  likely  to  me  that  tlie  common¬ 
wealth  will  provide  for  pensions  during 
pleasure,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
words  are  necessary.  I  would,  however, 
ask  the  hon.  member  whether  it  is  not 
necessary  to  except  in  tl)is  clause  the 
speaker  and  president  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  They  aro  not 
under  the  Crown  ! 
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Sir  JOHN  BKAY  :  Tliey  hold  offices 
of  profit  under  the  Crown,  though  they  are 
not  appointed  hy  the  Crown.  I  shall  sup¬ 
port  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Dibbs. 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Although  it  seems 
improbable  that  there  will  be  a  case  of  a 
pension  created  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
governor-general, still  it  seems  to  me  highly 
desirable  to  provide  against  such  a  con¬ 
tingency.  To  permit  a  member  to  sit  in 
the  federal  parliament  whilst  he  was  liable 
to  be  controlled  by  the  governor-general 
by  the  withdrawal  of  his  pension,  Avould 
be  a  great  mistake,  and,  as  provisions 
similar  to  this  are  contained  in  the  various 
local  constitutions,  I  trust  that  this  will  be 
retained. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  We  must  all  ad¬ 
mit  that  what  has  been  may  be  again,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  not  very  many 
years  ago  pensions  held  at  pleasure  did  exist 
to  a  considerable  extent  in  England,  and 
were  a  vast  abuse.  Now,  one  object  in 
putting  these  words  in  is  that  they  would 
make  it  impossible  to  resume  this  2>ractice 
here  without  due  warning  that  an  illegal 
act  was  about  to  be  done.  We  thus  stamj:) 
illegality  upon  the  proceeding. 

Sir  HARRY  ATKINSON:  Ido  not 
quite  see  the  effect  of  the  clause  with  re¬ 
gard  to  naval  and  militaiy  officers.  Would 
it  not  exclude  officers  and  privates  belong¬ 
ing  to  what  are  called  the  partly-paid 
forces,  who  are  receiving  a  small  payment 
of  £6  or  £7  per  annum  ? 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  I  think  that  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  has  touclieil 
a  very  important  point.  The  clause,  as  I 
read  it,  is  intended  to  exempt  from  tho 
disability  created,  men  who  are  receiving 
only  a  small  remuneration,  perhaps  for  a 
certain  number  of  days  during  each  year, 
but  not  permanently  employed  in  the  de¬ 
fence  force.  The  exception,  however,  ap¬ 
plies  only  to  officers.  As  one  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  the  day  when  our  defence  forces 


shall  be  entirely  a  citizen  army,  I  think 
that  both  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men  .should  be  dealt  with  in  this  clause. 
I,  therefore,  beg  to  move  : 

That  in  line  18,  after  the  word  “officers”  the 
words  “  or  men  ”  be  inserted. 

Mr.  Clark:  Say  ‘‘members”! 

Mr.  THYNNE:  Very  well.  Then  I 
shall  move  : 

That  in  lines  17  and  18  the  word  “  members  ” 
be  substituted  for  the  word  “  officers.” 

]\Ir.  BURGESS :  I  think  it  would  be 
well  to  have  this  point  cleared  up.  In  my 
own  colony  I  unfortunately  suffered  from 
the  operation  of  a  similar  clause.  Under 
our  Constitution  no  member  of  Parliament, 
except  those  holding  office  as  responsible 
ministers  of  the  Crown,  can  accept  any 
salary  or  emolument  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  I  was  an  officer  in  the  defence 
force,  and  Parliament  passed  a  bill 
viding  for  the  payment  of  all  the  officers 
of  that  force,  and  I  was  then  compelled  by 
the  Attorney -General  to  retire  from  my 
seat  in  the  House,  resign  my  commission 
as  an  officer,  and  afterwards  submit  my¬ 
self  to  my  constituents  for  re-election. 
Tliat  being  so,  I  think  it  would  be  well  if 
this  point  could  be  cleared  up,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  misbike  about  it. 

Mr.  THYNNE:  I  think  my  first  pro¬ 
posal  is  the  better  one.  I  therefore  ask  to 
be  allowed  to  withdraw  my  amendment,  so 
that  I  may  insert  after  the  w’ord  “officers” 
the  words  “  or  men.” 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  SA:MUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think 
the  criticism  directed  towards  this  clause 
is  sound;  the  clause  is  not  nearly  suffi¬ 
cient  as  it  stands,  and  I  have  with  me  a 
similar  clause  in  the  Queensland  Constitu¬ 
tion  Act,  which  includes  several  cases  not 
here  dealt  with.  It  reads  thus  : 

This  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  person  in 
receii)t  only  of  pay,  half-pay,  or  a  pension,  as 
an  officer  of  her  Majesty’s  nav'y  or  army,  or  who 
shall  receive  any  new  or  other  commission  in  the 
navy  or  army  respectively,  or  any  increase  of 
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pay  on  any  such  commission,  nor  to  any  person 
who  is  in  receipt  only  of  daily  pay  as  an  officer 
or  member  of  the  defence  or  volunteer  force  of 
Queensland,  and  is  not  employed  permanently, 
or  at  an  annual  salary. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  clause  requires 
amplification,  and  it  would  be  convenient 
if  it  were  postponed. 

Clause  postponed. 

Part  V. — Powers  of  the  Parliament. 

Clause  52  (Legislative  powers  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment). 

Mr.  GORDON  :  It  appears  to  me  that 
we  ought  to  take  the  sub-clau.ses  which 
enumerate  the  powers  of  the  parliament 
separately.  It  would  be  impossible  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  whole  of  the  clau.se  at  once,  and 
to  make  our  arguments,  covering  the  whole 
ground,  to  be  appreciated  by  hon.  mem¬ 
bers.  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  the 
clause  could  not  be  put  in  sections,  so  that 
each  sub-clause  could  be  treated  by  itself  1 

The  Chairmax:  That  cannot  be  done 
with  a  clause  ;  but  hon,  members  can  pur¬ 
sue  the  well-known  practice  of  moving  an 
amendment  in  one  part  of  the  clause,  and 
then  going  on  to  the  next.  There  is  an 
unwritten  practice,  too,  for  one  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  to  give  way  to  another  who  wishes  to 
move  a  prior  amendment. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  is  the 
practice  in  some  parliaments,  when  a  clause 
is  very  complicated,  as  this  is,  to  put  it  to 
the  Committee  in  sections,  and  it  would  be 
convenient  to  do  that  now,  I  do  not  know 
that  we  are  bound  by  any  hard  and  fast 
rule  of  parliament. 

The  Chairman  ;  I  am  quite  willing  to 
adopt  any  course  which  will  suit  the  con¬ 
venience  of  hon.  members. 

Preamble  postponed. 

Sub-clause  1.  The  regulation  of  trade  and 
commerce  with  other  countries,  and  among  the 
several  states. 

RAKER  :  I  should  like  to  know 
from  the  hon.  member  in  charge  of  the  bill 
whether  the  question  of  the  advisability  of 
[aSiV  Samuel  Griffith. 


giving  powere  to  the  federal  government 
to  alter,  for  federal  purposes,  the  gauge  of 
railways  in  any  one  or  two  states,  was  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  committee  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  ;  it  was  not  I 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  desire  to  ask  whether 
the  hon.  gentleman  considers  that  this 
sub-clause  is  wide  enough  to  cover  that 
matter  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  do  notthink  so  1 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  would  point  out  that 
by-and-by,  when  the  different  states  con¬ 
tain  much  larger  populations,  when  they 
come  much  closer  together,  and  when 
the  inter-communication  between  them  is 
much  greater,  this  question  of  railway 
gauges  will  assume  very  large  proportions, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  advis¬ 
able  to  give  the  federal  parliament  power, 
at  the  federal  expense,  to  alter  the  gauge 
of  any  line  of  railway  where  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  advisable  that  it  should  be  done. 
Of  course  I  do  not  say  that  the  parliament 
would  do  it,  and  I  dare  say  it  would  not 
be  done  for  a  great  many  years  to  come ; 
but  it  might,  and  probably  will,  in  years 
to  come,  be  advisable,  if  not  to  adopt  a 
uniform  railway  gauge  for  the  colonies,  at 
all  events  to  alter  the  gauge  of  certain 
specified  intercolonial  lines,  so  as  to  make 
them  of  one  gauge.  This  is  a  matter,  I 
think,  of  considerable  importance.  Per¬ 
haps  this  is  not  the  proper  .sub-clause  in 
connection  with  which  to  deal  with  the 
matter.  I  will,  however,  take  an  oppor¬ 
tunity,  before  we  get  to  the  end  of  the 
clause,  of  inserting  a  sub-clause  to  the 
effect  I  have  mentioned. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  In  answer 
to  the  hon.  gentleman,  I  would  point  out 
that  sub- clause  29  is  the  only  one  in  the 
list  which  the  committee  considered  covered 
a  matter  such  as  that  which  he  has  men¬ 
tioned.  The  committee,  however,  had  not 
the  matter  under  their  attention  specially. 
It  would  require  a  mutual  agreement  of 
states  before  it  could  be  carried  out. 
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Mr.  GORDON :  I  would  suggest  that 
the  point  raised  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Baker,  would  be  more  likely  to  come  under 
sub-clause  6.  The  subject  has  already  been 
raised  in  connection  with  the  question  of 
the  defence  of  Australia.  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  whether  he  thinks  the  sub-sec¬ 
tion  will  confer  on  the  federal  parliament 
sufficient  authority  to  regulate  railway 
tariffs  on  intercolonial  lines'? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  do  not  think 
so  ! 

Mr.  GORDON  :  Which  clause  will  1 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  chapter  on 
finance  and  trade  contains  a  provision,  in 
section  12,  which  was  considered  very  care¬ 
fully  by  the  committee  in  connection  with 
that  subject. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  Then  I  shall  move, 
subject  to  further  criticism  of  the  sub¬ 
clause,  the  postponement  of  its  considera¬ 
tion,  with  the  view  of  inserting  words 
which  will  cover  that  condition. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  It  should  be  a 
separate  paragi-aph,  then  ! 

Mr.  GORDON  :  It  may  be  argued  that 
the  subject  will  be  covered  ;  but  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  is  principally  responsible 
for  the  bill  thinks  it  is  doubtful. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  It  is  not  covered 
by  this  sub-clause  ! 

Mr.  GORDON :  And  it  is  not  clearly 
and  specifically  covered  by  the  other.  It 
is  important  that  it  should  be  covered.  I 
shall  move  an  amendment  later  on. 

Mr.  CLARK  :  I  have  already  expressed 
the  opinion  that  under  this  clause  the 
federal  parliament  would  have  power  to 
control  railway  tariffs  to  a  certain  extent. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  language  I  used 
overetated  the  case  I  meant  to  put  before 
the  Convention ;  but  I  remember  that  what 
I  stated  was  disputed  at  the  time  by  cer¬ 
tain  hon.  members.  In  the  fii'st  instance,  I 
would  say  that  this  sub-clause  is  about  the 
very  widest  one  in  the  whole  of  the  clause. 


It  contains  the  widest  power  which  we 
propose  to  give  to  the  federal  parliament. 
Under  a  similar  power  conferred  upon 
them,  the  Congress  of  America  have  from 
time  to  time  introduced  very  startling 
legislation,  which  the  Supreme  Court  has 
sustained  ;  and  it  is  very  hard  to  say  what 
legislation  will  yet  be  enacted  under  that 
power  by  the  Congress  of  America  which 
the  Supreme  Court  of  that  country  will 
not  sustain.  The  most  startling  and  revo¬ 
lutionary  act  passed  by  the  American  Con¬ 
gress  under  that  power  is  known  as  the 
Inter-State  Commerce  Act ;  and  although 
that  act  sets  out  by  stating  plainly  that  it 
refers  only  to  common  carriers  carrying 
goods  from  state  to  state,  or  from  territoiy 
to  state,  or  from  foreign  countries  to  several 
states,  yet  the  historical  origin  of  that  act 
points  to  the  control  of  commerce  within 
the  state.  The  state  of  Illinois  passed  a 
law  to  regulate  the  tariffs  upon  the  rail- 
w'ays,  within  its  own  borders,  and  a  case 
under  that  act  was  brought  before  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  law  was  declared  to 
be  unconstitutional,  although  it  purported 
to  regulate  tariffs  only  within  tlie  state,  on 
the  ground,  as  stated  by  Judge  Miller,  that 
the  regulation  of  commerce  as  a  whole 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  LTiiion  was 
transferred  from  the  states  to  the  federal 
government.  That  is  a  very  strange  fact 
in  connection  with  the  history  of  that  act. 
Immediately  after  that  judgment  was  de¬ 
livered  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Act  was 
passed,  and  up  to  the  present  time  it  has 
gone  thus  far  :  it  prohibits  any  one  raihvay 
company  from  running  at  low  er  rates  even 
within  a  state  on  one  line  or  another,  if  the 
line  upon  w’hich  they  are  taking  the  goods 
for  a  lower  freight  is  part  of  a  line  of  com¬ 
munication  running  out  of  the  state.  I 
w^ould  say  that,  on  parallel  grounds,  if  any 
colony  in  Australia  attempts  to  reduce 
the  rates  on  its  owm  lines  wffien  those 
lines  are  connected  with  the  lines  of 
other  states,  and  reduces  the  rates  for 
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tlie  purpose  of  drawing  traffic  from  out¬ 
side  its  own  borders — bringing  goods  from 
another  state  within  its  own — it  would 
come  within  the  provisions  of  an  inter¬ 
state  commerce  act  similar  to  that  now  in 
force  in  America  ;  but  so  long  as  any  state 
shall  carry  goods  absolutely  within  its  own 
boundaries,  and  does  not  attempt  to  attract 
traffic  over  its  border,  it  could  not,  of  course, 
be  touched.  How  far  the  Inter  State  Com¬ 
merce  Act  of  America  will  be  interpreted 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  country,  and 
how  far  legislation  under  this  sub-clause 
would  be  sustained  in  Australia,  is,  of  course, 
a  matter  of  speculation.  It  is  impossible 
to  say  definitely  what  the  power  is.  I 
only  know  from  the  history  of  the  act  in 
America  that  it  is  one  of  the  widest  powders 
given  to  the  federal  government,  and  its 
future  developments  are  altogether  unfore¬ 
seen  and  immeasurable. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  It  appears  to  me  un¬ 
desirable  that  we  should  leave  anything 
to  the  interpretation  of  this  sub-clause 
which,  being  admitted  to  be  an  important 
principle,  ought  to  be  laid  down  in  it.  If, 
whilst  we  are  drafting  this  bill,  we  can 
possibly  state  specifically  an  important 
point  such  as  this,  it  is  very  much  better 
than  to  leave  the  interpretation  of  it  to  the 
court,  and  I  think  that  course  will  save  a 
great  deal  of  trouble.  I  shall  move  an 
amendment  to  the  sub-clause. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  hope  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  will  not  move  an  amendment  immedi¬ 
ately.  The  question  is  evidently  one  of  the 
utmost  delicacy  and  difficulty,  and  will  re¬ 
quire  to  be  approached  with  the  greatest 
caution.  I  am  so  thoroughly  in  sympathy 
with  the  hon.  member  in  the  object  he  has 
in  view  that  I  think  the  clause  merits,  by 
its  recommittal — if  it  is  not  possible  to  post¬ 
pone  the  sub-section— the  fullest  attention 
of  the  Convention.  It  is  perfectly  clear  from 
what  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Clark,  has  said 
that  these  words  have  an  undefined  signifi¬ 
cance  in  America,  which  is  valuable  in  one 
[J/r.  Clark, 


direction,  but  perilous  in  another.  I  am 
sure  that  the  states  will  jealously  resist  any 
attempt  to  interfere  with  their  manage¬ 
ment  of  their  own  railways  or  their  own 
affairs.  Therefore,  if  we  desire  to  impinge 
upon  that  in  any  way  for  federal  purposes, 
we  should  make  it  perfectly  clear  where  the 
federal  control  begins,  and  where  it  ends, 
and  for  wdiat  purposes  it  may  be  used. 
To  do  this,  I  think,  yviU  necessitate  an 
amendment  of  perhaps  some  length,  or,  at 
all  events,  consideration  of  the  subject  in  all 
its  parts  with  the  greatest  care  ;  and  I 
would  suggest  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  who  is  in  charge  of  the  bill  might 
see  his  way  to  put  this  suggestion  in  a  form 
which  will  fit  in  with  the  other  provisions 
of  the  bill.  The  sense  of  the  Committee 
should  be  taken  generally  upon  the  matter; 
and,  if  it  be  in  favour  of  the  views  of  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Gordon,  it  might  suit 
him  just  as  well  to  leave  the  particular  form 
which  the  amendment  should  take  to  the 
hon.  member  who  has  drafted  the  bill. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  quite  concur  in 
the  remarks  wliich  have  just  fallen  from 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend.  I  think  that, 
considering  the  magnitude  of  our  raihvay 
systems  and  the  importance  to  the  various 
states  of  the  revenue  from  their  manage- 
ment,  no  point  w^ould  be  more  fiercely  con¬ 
tested  and  opposed  than  interference  by 
the  federal  government  in  their  manage¬ 
ment,  unless  on  such  broad  and  patriotic 
ground  that  the  justice  of  it  would  be  re¬ 
cognised  by  every  state.  I  apprehend  that 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  there 
should  be  no  possible  doubt  in  the  minds, 
not  only  of  every  hon.  member  here,  but 
also  of  any  one  outside,  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  any  interference  in  the  management 
and  control  of  the  rail  ways  could  be  brought 
to  bear  by  any  federal  authority. 

Mr.  MOORE :  I  think  that  as  far  as 
this  sub-clause  is  concerned  the  difficulty 
could  be  met  by  the  excision  of  one  word 
and  the  insertion  of  another — by  striking 
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out  “  among  and  inserting  between,” 
which  will  leave  it  perfectly  clear  what  is 
to  be  understood  by  the  sub-clause.  Then 
it  would  read  :  ‘‘  The  regulation  of  trade 
and  commerce  with  other  countries  and 
between  the  several  states.”  That  w^ould 
not  allow  any  interference  with  the  inter¬ 
nal  management  of  railways  in  any  of  the 
states,  but  simply  regulate  the  commerce 
between  tlie  several  states.  I  think  that 
we  ought  to  jealously  guard  tlie  autonomy 
of  the  several  states,  and  therefore  this 
clause  requires  very  careful  consideration. 
I  think  the  suggestion  I  have  made  would 
meet  the  case. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  It  w-ould  not  be  broad 
enough  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  No  doubt  we 
ought  to  carefully  conserve  the  autonomy 
of  every  state,  but  we  ought  also  to  be 
equally  careful  that  the  main  principle  of 
this  federation  is  carried  out.  Tliis  matter 
when  before  the  committee  was  thought  to 
be  sufficiently  met  by  clause  12,  page  18. 
I  suggest  to  my  bon.  friend,  Mr.  Gordon, 
that  he  should  carefully  consider  tliat 
clause,  and  on  that  move  any  amendment 
that  may  occur  to  him  to  be  necessary,  for 
that  which  is  under  the  heading  “equality 
of  trade  ”  is  the  proper  branch  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  in  which  to  deal  with  this  matter.  On 
questions  of  doubt  we  ought  to  be  as  specific 
as  we  can ;  but  as  a  general  rule  in  framing 
a  constitution  it  is  much  better  to  use  large 
general  words  which  are  all-embracing,  and 
take  in  every  branch  of  certain  subjects, 
than  to  come  dowm  to  detail,  and  so  limit 
the  operation  of  the  general  words.  I  fancy 
that  the  words  in  clause  12,  page  18,  are 
sufficient;  but  if  the  hon.  member  who  has 
brought  this  matter  before  the  Committee 
does  not  think  they  are,  I  would  suggest  to 
him  that  that  is  the  place  in  which  he 
should  make  any  necessary  amendments. 

ISFr.  WRIXON  :  I  think  there  would 
be  doubt  as  to  whether  the  words  of  the 
clause  to  which  my  hon.  friend  refers  are 


sufficiently  precise  to  meet  this  particular 
case,  especially  if  we  bear  in  mind  that 
the  only  reference  to  railways  is  in  sul> 
division  28  of  this  clause,  which  gives  con¬ 
trol  of  the  railways  for  one  particular  pur¬ 
pose,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  border  freights.  There  is  that  one 
point  which  we  want  to  reach — to  prevent 
hostile  tariffs  on  the  railways,  and  rivalry 
between  the  particular  states  ;  and  I  think 
it  is  a  matter  for  consideration  whether  it 
might  not  be  better  to  put  in  an  amend¬ 
ment  of  that  alone — the  pai*ticular  thing 
we  want — rather  than  go  into  general 
words. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  So  far  as  the 
internal  control  of  railways  is  concerned, 
we  do  not  want  to  interfere  in  the  slight¬ 
est  degree,  and  sub-clause  28  was  put  in 
in  order  to  give  a  limited  control  over  the 
railways  in  matters  where  the  interests  of 
the  commonwealth  w’ere  concerned  —  in 
war  questions,  and  things  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Wrixon:  It  does  not  touch  this 
point  I 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  No,  neither  by 
extension  nor  by  limitation,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  will  need  to  be  interfered  with. 

!Mr.  GORDON :  I  shall  move  the  post¬ 
ponement  of  the  sub  clause.  Looking  at 
the  matter  from  the  point  of  view’  of  the 
colony  of  South  Australia,  it  appears  to 
me  that  unless  vre  have  specifically  stated 
here  the  right  given  to  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  to  control  railways  on  certain  lines  we 
sliall  very  likely  miss  the  whole  commer¬ 
cial  benefit  of  this  federation.  I  would  ask 
the  hon.  and  learned  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  and  the  Committee,  whether  if  I 
move  the  postponement  of  this  sub-clause 
they  will  consider  the  question  1 

Mr.  Playford  :  I  do  not  think  this  is 
the  place  to  put  it ! 

Mr.  GORDON  :  In  this  sub-clause, 
dealing  with  the  regulation  of  trade  and 
commerce,  such  an  amendment  w'ould 
naturally  fall  in  with  the  scope  of  this 
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clause  more  clearly  certainly  than  with 
the  scope  of  the  clause  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  member,  Sir  John  Downer, 
pointed  out,  under  the  heading,  “equality 
of  trade.”  There  is  no  question  of  equality 
of  trade.  It  is  a  specific  point  which  did 
not  arise  in  America,  but  which  arises 
here,  because  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  these  colonies.  It  is  a  difficult  question 
to  determine  right  off,  and  if  the  Com¬ 
mittee  will  consider  the  question  I  will 
move  the  postponement  of  the  sub- clause. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES :  I  trust  the 
hon.  member  will  not  move  his  amend¬ 
ment  right  away.  Clearly  if  he  desires  to 
have  this  question  submitted  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  he  ought  to  move  his  amendment 
in  the  distinct  shape  of  a  sub-clause  by 
itself.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  his 
taking  that  reasonable  course,  and  he 
would  be  liable  to  do  something  which  he 
does  not  really  intend  if  he  were  to  mix  it 
up  with  this  sub-clause.  Let  the  hon. 
member  frame  a  sub-clause  to  come  in  at 
any  place  he  has  thought  of,  and  submit 
his  view  in  a  distinct  form  at  a  subsequent 
stage  in  our  consideration  of  the  clause. 
There  can  be  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  I  accept  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber’s  suggestion ! 

Sir  SAINIUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  should 
like  to  know,  as  far  as  possible,  what  it  is 
the  hon.  gentleman  is  driving  at?  This 
matter  has  received  the  anxious  consider¬ 
ation  of  committees  during  the  last  fort- 
night,  and  of  the  drafting  committee  speci¬ 
ally  in  the  choice  of  words.  There  were 
long  discussions  in  committee  on  this  point. 
Does  the  hon.  member  wish  that  the  federal 
parliament  shall  have  general  control  of 
railways  ? 

Mr.  Gordon  :  No  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 
member  does  not  want  the  control  of 
tariffs  in  the  states  at  all. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  Yes,  he  does! 
yMr.  Gordon, 


SirSAMUELGRIFFITH  :  Well,  what 
does  he  want  ?  Before  you  can  attempt 
to  formulate  an  idea,  you  must  know  what 
the  idea  is. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  will  put  my  proposi¬ 
tion  in  a  concrete  form.  Broken  Hill, 
which  belongs  to  the  colony  of  New  South 
Wale.s,  is  on  the  South  Australian  border. 
We  will  assume  for  the  purposes  of  this 
argument  that  to  reach  the  sea- coast,  we 
have  to  travel  300  miles  from  Broken 
Hill.  The  trade  there  is  very  valuable  to 
us.  I  have  heard  some  New  South  Welsh¬ 
men  say  that  it  is  very  valuable  to  them. 
If,  notwithstanding  that  300  miles  of  rail¬ 
way  carriage  to  reach  the  coast  in  South 
Australia,  the  New  South  Wales  Govern¬ 
ment  chose  to  build  a  line  which  would 
take  800  miles  to  reach  the  sea-coast,  and 
to  run  upon  that  line - 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  I  knew  it  was 
some  broad  federal  thing  1 

Mr.  GORDON  :  And  to  run  upon  that 
line  at  a  rate  lower,  or  as  low,  as  South 
Australia  maintained  on  their  300  miles 
of  line,  it  w^ould  absolutely  do  away  with 
the  whole  of  the  benefits  of  free-trade.  It 
is  a  simple  proposition.  The  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  sees  it  as  clearly  as  possible,  and  what 
I  am  aiming  at  is  that  the  federal  parlia 
ment  shall  have  power  to  prevent  the  im¬ 
position  of  cut-throat  railway  rates,  so  that 
each  colony  shall  have  the  benefit  of  its 
own  geographical  position  as  a  port  of  ship¬ 
ment  or  a  depot. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Now  I 
know  the  hon.  member’s  idea,  I  may  tell 
him  that  I  considered  it  in  consultation 
with,  amongst  others,  our  lately  deceased 
colleague,  Mr.  Macrossan,  months  ago,  and 
we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  only 
form  of  words  that  would  express  it  was 
“  control  of  railway  tariffs.”  You  will  not 
find  any  shorter  words  to  do  it,  if  that  is 
what  is  meant.  It  is  a  fair  issue  for 
us — do  we  intend  to  give  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  control  of  railway  tariffs;  or  do 
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we  intend  to  let  the  states  do  what  they 
likel  We  must  mean  one  or  the  other; 
we  cannot  mean  both.  The  two  ideas  are 
quite  opposed  to  one  another,  and  there  is 
no  middle  course  between  them  that  I  can 
see.  We  have  tried  at  various  times  to 
find  expressions  to  indicate  the  control  of 
certain  tariffs  only ;  for  instance,  the  con¬ 
trol  of  lines  of  railway  communicating 
from  one  colony  to  another,  leaving  the 
states,  of  course,  absolute  power  with  re¬ 
gard  to  local  railways — and  we  have  had 
very  great  difficulty  in  defining  the  mat¬ 
ter.  I  do  not  think  you  will  be  able  to 
use  any  words  except  ^‘control  of  rail¬ 
way  tariffs.”  Well,  the  committee  did 
not  see  their  way  to  recommend  any  such 
general  proposal.  The  extent  to  which  they 
did  see  their  way  to  make  a  recommenda 
tion  is  contained  in  clause  12  of  chapter 
IV,  and  it  is  not  by  absolutely  prohibiting 
anything  of  the  kind  from  being  done,  but 
by  giving  the  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  power  to  make  a  law  to  annul  any 
law  made  by  a  state  wffiich  would  really 
interfere  with  freedom,  which  would  be 
prohibitive  of  trade  going  through  a  state 
to  its  natural  port.  That  is  the  only  extent 
to  which  w'e  could  see  our  way  to  go. 

Mr.  Gordon  :  If  you  give  the  colonies 
the  power,  why  not  say  so  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  We  have 
given  them  the  power  in  those  words.  I 
can  assure  the  hon.  gentleman  that  this 
section  of  chapter  iv  occupied  the  com¬ 
mittee  for  some  hours,  and  I  think  that  if 
he  will  look  at  it  he  w’ill  find  that  it  will 
bear  very  close  scrutiny. 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  I  think  this  dis¬ 
cussion  touches  upon  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  matters  that  could  be  considered 
by  the  Convention.  I  have  long  held  the 
opinion  that  we  cannot  have  complete  feder¬ 
ation  unless  the  whole  of  the  debts  of  the 
Australian  colonies  are  taken  over  by  the 
federation,  and  also  the  public  w^orks.  I 
am  confident  that  the  more  this  is  looked 


into  the  more  will  the  fact  impress  itself 
upon  the  minds  of  the  Convention.  I 
think  the  federal  parliament  should  have 
full  power  to  take  over  these  debts  and 
assets.  What  has  been  the  greatest  cause 
of  friction  between  the  different  colonies  up 
to  the  present  time  ?  Nothing  has  caused 
more  friction  than  the  practice  of  imposing 
differential  railway  rates,  and  so  filching 
trade  from  a  neighbouringcolony.  That  has 
been  done  for  years  past,  and  the  ill-feeling 
engendered  has  been  intensified  year  by 
year,  until  it  has  become  very  strong  in¬ 
deed  ;  in  fact,  I  know  of  no  other  cause 
of  strong  feeling  between  the  j>eople  of 
these  different  communities  than  that 
which  has  arisen  from  commerce.  If  we 
attempt  in  the  way  suggested  to  interfere 
with  the  tariffs  of  the  various  colonies, 
we  shall  at  once  interfere  with  state  rights, 
because  the  colony  owning  the  railway 
wdll  immediately  say,  “We  wish  to  run 
our  lines  on  such  commercial  principles  as 
will  enable  them  to  pay  interest  on  the 
cost  of  construction.”  Some  railways,  if 
they  were  unduly  interfered  with  in  regard 
to  tariff,  w’^ould  not  be  able  to  command  any 
trade  at  all.  Take,  for  instance,  the  railway 
that  runs  from  Sydney  to  Bourke,  about 
500  miles  in  extent.  If  the  rates  upon  that 
railway  were  not  low,  nearly  all  the  traffic 
would  go  down  the  Darling,  because  every 
one  knows  that  carriage  by  steamer  is 
much  cheaper  than  caiTiage  by  railway. 
At  the  present  time  very  low  rates  are 
charged  on  this  railway  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  the  trade  to  Sydney.  I  need  not, 
of  course,  go  into  particulars  now,  but  I 
question  very  much  whether,  owing  to  the 
very  low  rates  prevailing,  this  railway  is 
made  to  pay.  Then,  again,  take  the  rail¬ 
way  running  down  the  Murrumbidgee  to 
Hay.  We  know  that  the  rates  are  very 
low  upon  that  railway,  and  that  it  is  worked 
at  a  dead  loss  to  the  state.  But  at  the 
same  time  a  railway  has  been  constructed, 
and  if  we  were  to  insist  upon  a  uniform  rate 
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per  mile  throughout  the  whole  of  that  dis¬ 
trict  the  railway  would  have  liardly  any 
traffic  at  all,  and  the  result  would  be  a  great 
loss  to  the  state.  That,  I  maintain,  would 
be  unduly  interfering  with  the  interests 
of  the  state,  and  would,  of  course,  cause 
very  great  friction.  Let  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  have  power  to  take  over  the 
whole  of  the  railways,  and  also  the  debts 
of  the  colonies,  and  things  will  go  on  much 
smoother.  While  I  agree  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  bill  before  us,  and  must  give 
credit  to  the  sub-committee  for  the  great 
care  they  have  exercised  in  its  preparation, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  it  does  not  go  far 
enough.  Some  of  the  colonies  think  their 
railways  are  such  good  property  that  they 
would  be  doing  an  injury  to  themselves  if 
they  allowed  them  to  be  taken  over  by 
the  commonwealth.  But  I  maintain  that 
nothing  of  the  kind  will  occur.  They 
would  not  lose  anything,  because  they 
would  not  have  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
debt,  for  which  they  have  to  provide  at 
the  present  time,  and  the  amount  of  money 
they  would  receive  in  the  shape  of  customs 
and  other  revenue  would  be  exactly  the 
same  as  under  the  present  proposal.  For 
some  years,  at  all  events,  accounts  would 
be  kept  between  the  states,  and  the  surplus 
revenue  would  be  distributed  in  the  way 
proposed  under  this  bill.  This  would  in¬ 
clude  railway  revenue  as  well  as  customs 
revenue,  and  I  am  sure  the  system  would 
have  a  good  effect  upon  the  community 
generally.  Why  should  we  wish  to  bring 
trade  to  any  particular  port  by  running 
railways  to  the  borders  of  another  colony, 
and  there  levying  a  differential  railway 
rate  ?  For  whose  benefit  ?  Merely  for 
the  benefit  of  the  persons  who  send  their 
goods  by  that  line,  and  a  few  persons  at 
the  seaport  to  which  the  goods  go.  This  is 
the  way  some  of  our  cities  are  built  up  at 
the  cost  of  the  country.  The  complaint 
can  be  made  with  regard  to  nearly  all 
the  country  districts  throughout  Austra- 
\A{r,  Donaldson, 


lia,  that  large  benefits  are  given  to  the 
capitals  at  the  expense  of  the  couutiy. 
If  the  whole  of  the  railways  were  under 
the  control  of  the  federal  government 
that  would  not  be  the  case,  because  they 
would  be  worked  for  the  common  good, 
and  so  as  to  bring  trade  to  its  nearest 
port.  Although  this  matter  has  been  con¬ 
sidered  by  many  members  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  I  know  they  are  not  prepared  at  the 
present  time  to  consent  that  tlie  colonies 
should  give  up  their  railways.  But  I 
venture  to  say  that  in  the  future  this  ques¬ 
tion  will  be  a  great  bone  of  contention  be¬ 
tween  the  various  colonies,  and  I  fear  that 
federation,  if  it  takes  place,  will  not  have 
the  good  effect  we  desire  on  that  account 
Whilst  on  the  subject  of  railways,  I  might 
say  a  little  more.  I  think  there  is  not  a 
colony  in  the  whole  of  the  Australasian 
group  that  has  not  got  to  its  limit  so  far 
as  rail  way  construction  is  concerned.  There 
is  no  part  of  the  world  which,  for  its  popu¬ 
lation,  has  such  an  extent  of  railway  com¬ 
munication  as  exists  in  Australia.  The 
progress  that  has  been  made  in  this  respect 
during  the  last  few  years  has  been  enor¬ 
mous.  But  all  the  railways  hav^e  been 
constructed  out  of  borrowed  money.  Few 
of  the  lines  of  late  years  have  paid  interest 
on  the  cost  of  construction.  There  is  not 
a  colony  at  the  pre.sent  time  in  wliicli  the 
taxpayers  have  not  to  find  a  considerable 
amount  over  and  above  the  receipts  from 
their  public  works  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  debt. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Yes  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON :  If  South  Australia 
is  an  exception,  she  is  the  only  exception. 

Mr.  Munro  :  And  Victoria ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  Victoria  does  not 
pay  all  the  interest  on  the  loans. 

Mr.  Munro  :  She  has  done  so  I 

Mr.  DONALDSON:  Can  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  tell  me  in  what  year  she  did  it? 

Mr.  Munro  :  A  couple  of  years  ago— * 
there  was  <£34,000  to  the  good  1 
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Mr.  DONALDSON  :  And  strong  ques¬ 
tions  liave  been  asked  since  about  the  way 
in  which  those  accounts  were  kept.  I  have 
beeji  given  to  understand  that  some  charges 
were  not  made  against  the  account  which 
should  have  been  properly  placed  against 
it,  and  I  know  that  strong  exception  has 
l)een  taken  to  the  correctness  of  the  balance- 
sheet.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  charge, 
or  to  say  anything  offensive  about  this 
matter,  but  I  know  that  for  the  present 
year  the  railways  have  not  been  a  success 
in  A^ictoria. 

Mr.  Munro  :  How  does  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  know? 

JNIr.  DONALDSON  :  I  follow  the  ac¬ 
counts  closely  enough  to  know  that  the 
railways  are  not  paying  the  interest  on  the 
cost  of  construction. 

Mr.  Munro  :  They  are  coming  right ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  And  I  venture 
to  say  that  if  Victoria  goes  on  in  the  way 
it  has  been  doing  or  proposes  to  do,  she 
will  be  greatly  behind  in  the  next  few  years. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Do  not  discuss  the  action 
of  the  different  colonies — they  will  do  as 
they  think  right ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  It  is  quite  right 
that  they  should,  while  things  are  in  their 
present  condition.  But,  taking  all  the 
colonies  in  a  group,  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  colonies  have  gone  to  the  limit  of 
their  boiTOwing  powers,  or  very  nearly  so. 

IIoN.  Members  :  No  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON :  That  is  ray  opinion, 
to  which  I  am  going  to  adhere,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  great  number  of  noes  I  hear. 

Mr.  Munro  :  They  have  only  started  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  They  have  only 
started,  but  they  will  have  to  give  a  bet¬ 
ter  account  in  the  future  for  some  of  the 
works  they  carry  out,  or  else  the  English 
money-lender  will  close  his  pocket  against 
them.  At  the  present  time  there  is  con¬ 
siderable  dithculty  in  floating  loans,  and  I 
am  sure  the  difficulty  will  be  greater  in  the 
next  few  years. 


Dr.  Cock  BURN  :  Only  a  ring  formed — 
that  is  all  ! 

Hon.  Members  :  Question  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  I  am  speaking  to 
the  question  quite  as  much  as  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  preceded  me.  Of  course 
if  the  Chairman  says  I  am  out  of  order, 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  sit  down ;  but 
I  think  considerable  latitude  should  be 
allowed  upon  this  subject,  which  is  a  very 
wide  one.  It  is  certainly  not  contained 
within  the  four  corners  of  this  bill,  and  it 
should,  I  think,  be  included,  in  order  to 
make  the  federation  perfect.  I  do  not 
desire,  however,  to  express  my  opinion  in 
such  a  way  as  to  offend  the  representatives 
of  any  colony.  Railway  consti-uction,  I 
repeat,  has  been  going  on  very  rapidly, 
and  all  this  has  deen  done  with  borrowed 
capital.  AVe  have  been  spending  alto¬ 
gether,  I  suppose,  in  Australia  from 
^6,000,000  to  J01O,OOO,OOO  per  annum. 

Colonel  Smith:  Not  all  borrowed  capital ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  Nearly  all.  I 
am  aware  that  some  of  the  A^ictorian  rail¬ 
ways  have  been  constructed  out  of  receipts 
from  land  sales.  Are  we  able  to  spend  at 
this  rate  in  the  future  ?  I  know  perfectly 
well  the  difficulty  there  has  been  in  restrain¬ 
ing  the  construction  of  railways.  I  have 
had  sufficient  experience  of  that.  Rings 
are  formed  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rail¬ 
ways  built,  and  I  question  if  some  of 
the  railways  are  going  to  be  profitable  to 
the  states.  If  the  railways  are  placed  under 
the  control  of  the  federation  I  am  sure 
that  a  good  case  will  have  to  be  made  out 
before  the  construction  of  any  railway  is 
undertaken — and  it  will,  I  believe,  be  for 
the  salvation  of  Australia  generally.  If 
we  go  on  expending  million  after  million 
of  money  on  mil  ways  which  will  not  be  pro¬ 
fitable,  we  shall  land  ourselves  in  such  a 
position  that  the  burdens  of  the  taxpayers 
will  have  to  be  increased  to  an  enormous  ex¬ 
tent  in  order  to  meet  the  loss  on  the  under¬ 
takings.  My  purpose  will  be  perfectly 
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served  by  a  discussion  of  the  question, 
whether  or  not  the  whole  of  the  i-ailways 
should  belong  to  the  federation  ?  I  am  in 
a  minority,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  be¬ 
fore  a  great  number  of  years  are  over  our 
heads  the  opinion  will  strongly  prevail 
that  the  wdiolo  of  the  public*  works  of 
the  colonies,  along  with  the  public  debts, 
should  belong  to  the  federation.  See 
another  advantage  that  we  would  have 
in  regard  to  present  as  well  as  future 
debts  :  The  federation  will,  I  am  sure,  be 
able  to  borrow  at  a  much  lower  rate  of 
interest  than  the  colonies  can  borrow 
at  now.  There  would  be  a  considerable 
saving  in  the  percentage,  as  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  McMillan,  showed  the  other  day. 
If  we  interfere  largely — and  we  are  unduly 
interfering,  I  maintain — with  the  states 
by  taking  away  their  customs  revenue,  a 
great  deal  of  that  money  will  be  spent  on 
the  cost  of  government,  and  the  states  will 
have  no  control  over  that  money,  except 
the  balance  which  they  will  get  back  from  the 
federal  parliament.  The  federal  govern¬ 
ment  may  be  extravagant,  for  my  experi¬ 
ence  is  that  nearly  all  governments  com¬ 
manding  large  surpluses  are  extravagant  j 
they  may  have  the  control  of  £8,000,000 
or  £10,000,000,  and  need  spend  only 
£2,000,000,  but  what  is  to  prevent  them 
from  spending  £3,000,000  and  distribut¬ 
ing  only  £7,000,000  amongst  the  various 
states  %  That  is  going  to  be  a  real  bone  of 
contention  in  the  future ;  and  it  would  be 
far  better,  therefore,  to  give  the  control  of 
the  railways  to  the  federal  parliament.  I 
feel  that  I  am  in  a  delicate  position,  inas¬ 
much  as  the  railways  of  Queensland  are 
not  paying  as  well  as  the  railways  of 
other  colonies ;  but  at  the  same  time  there 
would  be  a  small  sum  to  be  paid  back  to 
that  state,  because  it  would  be  deducted 
from  the  customs  revenue.  However, 
I  believe  this  question  has  been  considered 
in  a  cursory  way  by  hon.  members.  I 
feel  that  they  liave  made  up  their  minds 
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on  the  question,  and  that  the  railways  are 
not  going  to  become  the  property  of  the 
federation.  Of  course,  as  an  individual 
member,  I  accept  that  position  ;  but  at 
the  same  time  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
saying  that  I  do  not  believe  the  federation 
will  ever  be  complete  until  the  public 
works  of  the  various  colonies  are  handed 
over  to  the  control  of  the  commonwealtli. 

Sub-clause  agreed  to. 

Sub-clause  3.  Raising  money  l)y  any  other 
mode  or  system  of  taxation  ;  but  so  that  all 
such  taxation  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the 
commonwealth . 

Sir  HARRY  ATKINSON  :  Do  T  un¬ 
derstand  that  the  Convention  is  prepared 
to  give  to  the  federal  parliament  the  power 
of  levying  taxation,  without  at  the  same 
time  taking  over  the  debts  of  the  colonies  ? 
I  venture  to  say  that,  if  you  do,  there 
must  of  necessity  be  several  bankrupt 
colonies  before  long,  because  you  take 
away  the  power  of  taxation  which  each 
colony  possesses.  I  want  to  know,  if  you 
take  away  the  power  from  our  state  par¬ 
liament  to  levy  customs  duties,  howithe 
state  can  raise  sufficient  revenue  to  pay 
its  way?  If  any  one  can  tell  me,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  hear  the  answer. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  Direct  taxation  ! 

Sir  HARRY  ATKINSON  :  The  charge 
now  imposed  upon  all  property'  in  New 
Zealand  is  Id.  in  the  £.  I  say  we  could 
not  tax  property  to  any  greater  extent  than 
that  without  driving  a  large  portion  of  our 
movable  capital  into  other  colonies  where 
it  would  receive  much  better  interest  for 
present  investment.  That  is  a  serious  point 
which  I  venture  to  say  will  apply  to  other 
colonies  in  the  same  way.  I  do  not  wish 
to  raise  any  unreasonable  discussion  ;  but 
I  should  not  be  doing  my  duty  to  my 
colony  if  I  did  not  point  out  at  this  time 
that,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  take  over 
the  liabilities  when  we  are  taking  over  the 
power  of  taxation,  we  can  never  have  a 
satisfactory  federation,  because,  I  say,  as 
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one  with  every  desire  to  raise  the  money 
in  the  colony,  it  cannot  be  done ;  and  I 
speak  with  some  authority  on  the  question. 
If  we  are  not  ripe  to  take  over  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  the  colonies,  then  we  cannot 
possibly  take  over  the  right  of  unlimited 
taxation,  because  it  would  take  away  the 
power  of  a  colony  to  fultil  its  obligations 
with  the  outside  world. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  think  there  is  a 
great  deal  in  the  point  raised  by  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  I  think  we 
ought  seriously  to  consider  whether  we 
shall  give  this  power  of  additional  taxation 
unless  we  are  prepared  to  say  that  the 
federation  shall  take  over  a  good  deal  more 
of  the  responsibilities  of  tTie  different  colo¬ 
nies  than  we  suggest  they  should  do  at  the 
present  time.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever 
that  the  difficulty  will  be  great  in  the  ap¬ 
propriation  of  this  money.  At  the  present 
time  we  do  not  propose  to  impose  on  the 
commonwealth  the  duty  of  appropriating 
more  than  about  a  third,  at  the  outside, 
of  the  revenue  which  they  wdll  receive 
from  customs  duties.  I  think  we  are  rather 
premature  in  authorising  the  common¬ 
wealth  to  impose  unlimited  taxation  in 
any  manner  they  please  in  addition  to  im¬ 
posing  customs  duties.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  ought  to  withhold  this  power  un¬ 
til  we  are  prepared  to  give  them  some 
duties  to  discharge  in  connection  wdth  it. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Donaldson,  that  the 
railways  of  the  different  colonies  should  be 
taken  over  entirely  by  the  commonwealth  ; 
but  I  do  Siiy  that  when  w^e  are  proposing  to 
authorise  the  collection  of  customs  duties 
amounting  in  all  probability  to  .£7,000,000 
or  £8,000,000  a  year,  we  ought  to  impose 
on  the  federal  government  the  duty  of 
spending  that  money  for  the  benefit  of 
the  commonwealth.  We  ought  not  for  a 
moment  to  entertain  the  idea  of  giving  the 
power  of  collecting  so  much  larger  an 
amount  of  revenue  than  is  required,  with 


the  intention  of  afterwards  returning  it  to 
the  several  colonies  by  some  unscientific 
method.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  any 
memljer  of  the  Constitutional  Committee 
why  they  have  proposed  this  general  power 
of  imposing  taxation.  It  seems  to  me 
entirely  unnecessary.  Personally,  I  feel 
that  we  ought  not  to  give  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  this  power  unless  we  know  to  a 
greater  extent  than  we  do  at  the  present 
time  the  purposes  to  which  the  revenue  is 
to  be  applied. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  you  are  about  to  create  a  federal  body 
with  sovereign  powder,  it  cannot  be  limited 
in  its  power  of  taxation.  It  is  part  and 
parcel  of  the  case  that  you  cannot  dictate 
in  any  sense  or  particular  the  class  of 
taxation  that  shall  take  place  in  the  future. 
We  have  given  over  the  customs  revenue,, 
and  no  doubt  there  will  be  a  sui*plus.  It 
seems  to  me,  however,  that  you  may  go  too 
far,  and  do  too  much  as  well  as  too  little.  In 
framing  this  constitution,  I  think  the  power 
to  deal  in  the  future,  say,  with  the  railways, 
or  with  the  national  debts  of  the  colonies, 
and  all  these  other  matters,  ought  to  be  left 
to  the  possible  evolution  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  for  no  doubt  when  it  is  framed  all  the 
elements  of  public  life  in  these  colonies  will 
be  brought  into  one  focus.  Those  questions 
which  we  see  from  a  local  aspect,  will  have 
a  more  general  aspect,  as  far  as  the  whole 
of  Australia  is  concerned ;  and  to  limit  the 
greatest  and  necessary  power  of  any  state, 
the  power  of  taxation,  w’hicli  lies  at  the 
bottom  to  a  certain  extent  of  all  govern¬ 
ment,  w’ould  be  to  at  once  stultify  the 
'whole  constitution  you  bring  into  exist¬ 
ence.  Notwithstanding  the  many  fears 
wffiich  may  possess  those  representing  cer¬ 
tain  colonies,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  are 
going  into  this  federation  wdih  the  hope 
that  the  central  power  w  ill  l)e  animated  by 
a  sense  of  justice  to  the  whole  of  the  colo¬ 
nies,  and  it  w^ould  certainly  be  a  step  back¬ 
wards,  and  we  should  at  the  same  time  prac- 
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tically  stultify  the  whole  of  our  work,  if  we 
were  to  stop  short  of  the  sovereign  power 
necessary  to  the  creation  of  a  state.  It  also 
occurs  to  me  that  we  are  liable  in  tliis  case 
if  we  omit  powers  of  direct  taxation  to 
enunciate  a  policy  which  has  no  riglit  to  be 
enunciated  at  the  present  stage  of  our  pro¬ 
cedure.  I  am  not  sure  that  we  should  not 
by  our  very  silence  enunciate  the  policy 
that  there  should  be  no  direct  taxation  in 
the  sovereign  state. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Strike  out  the  words  1 

Mr.  McMillan  *.  The  matter  is  one 
upon  which  I  see  no  possibility  of  unan¬ 
imity  of  opinion,  and  to  strike  out  the 
general  power  of  taxation  would,  to  my 
mind,  be  practically  bringing  these  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  a  close  at  once.  It  is  an  abso¬ 
lute  necessity  that  this  power  should  be 
vested  in  the  sovereign  state  irrespective 
of  the  consequences. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  would  remind  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  John  Bray,  that  every  power 
ought  to  be  commensurate  -with  its  object, 
and  that  there  ought  to  be  no  limitation  of 
power  to  effect  an  object  which  is  in  itself 
incapable  of  limitation.  Who  can  pretend 
to  say  what  the  result  of  this  federation 
will  be  in  time  to  come?  We  may  hare 
to  spend  our  last  shilling  or  to  sacrifice 
our  la.st  man  in  our  own  defence.  We  do 
not  know  what  the  expenditure  of  the 
federal  government  may  be,  and  to  limit 
the  power  of  taxation  would  be  to  alto¬ 
gether  misunderstand  a  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciple  of  government.  It  is  utterly  impos¬ 
sible  in  a  federal  form  of  government  to 
attempt  to  limit  the  power  of  taxation  in 
any  way  whatever. 

Captain  RUSSELL:  I  think  the  last 
two  speakers  have  failed  altogether  to 
appreciate  the  point  raised  by  my  hon.  col¬ 
league,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  I  did  not  by 
any  means  understand  him  to  say  that  he 
did  not  approve  of  a  system  of  direct  tax¬ 
ation  forming  part  of  the  taxation  of  tlie 
commonwealth.  But  he  did  raise  the 
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practical  question  as  to  what  would  be¬ 
come  of  individual  states  if  you  took  away 
from  those  states  one  of  their  chief  means 
of  raising  revenue?  If  you  take  away  this 
means  of  raising  revenue,  you  deprive  cer¬ 
tain  colonies  of  the  means  wherewith  to 
discharge  tlieir  liabilities.  How  is  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  get  away  from  the  fact  that  in  this 
clause  it  is  proposed  to  grant  to  the  com¬ 
monwealth  power  to  take  away  from  the 
colonies  every  penny  of  the  revenue  they 
now  derive  from  customs  ?  There  are  enor¬ 
mous  responsibilities  resting  upon  every 
colony,  and  they  must  be  met.  What  my 
hon.  colleague  wanted  to  point  out  was  not 
that  the  commonwealth  should  not  have 
absolute  power  in  the  matter  of  taxation  ; 
but  that  having  that  power,  it  should  also 
take  over  proportionate  responsibilities.  If, 
in  other  words,  you  take  away  from  the 
several  colonies  the  means  of  paying  their 
debts,  it  is  evident  that  you  put  them  in  a 
position  of  being  unable  to  meet  their  lia¬ 
bilities.  Being  unable  to  raise  taxation 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  money 
they  have  borrow’ed,  they  will,  as  my  hon. 
colleague  suggested,  be  reduced  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD:  We  are  not  con¬ 
sidering,  at  the  present  moment,  what  re¬ 
sponsibilities  we  wdll  take  over  from  the 
seveml  colonies.  The  question  we  are  con¬ 
sidering  is  the  power  we  will  give  to  the 
parliament  of  the  commonwealth  in  the 
matter  of  taxation  ;  and  so  far  as  my  read¬ 
ing  extends,  no  commonwealth  in  the 
world  has  existed,  or  can  exist,  without 
possessing  unlimited  power  of  taxation.  It 
is  so  in  the  case  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  case  of  Canada,  and  also  in  the  cases 
of  Germany  and  Switzerland.  If  you  take 
away  the  general  power,  and  draw  the  line 
at  customs  and  excise  duties,  then  those 
who  believe  in  a  free-trade  policy  will  have 
no  hope  whatever  of  being  able  to  give 
effect  to  that  policy.  We  want  the  people 
of  these  colonies  to  be  perfectly  free  so  far 
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as  taxation  under  the  commonwealth  is 
concerned  to  decide  what  form  or  mode  of 
taxation  they  will  adopt  for  the  raising  of 
the  necessary  revenue.  If  you  limit  the 
power  of  the  commonwealth  in  the  way 
suggested,  those  who  liold  free-trade  view’s 
will  never  he  able  to  give  effect  to  them. 

Mr.  TH  YNNE  :  It  .seems  to  me  that  the 
point  raised  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson,  does  come  within  this  clause, 
for  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  giving  to 
the  federal  parliament  these  pow’ers  we 
must  necessarily  give  to  it  the  power  to 
take  advantage  of  every  resource  of  the 
colonies  when  it  may  become  neces.sary  to 
meet  the  strjcsjj  of  times.  We  must,  at 
the  same  tin^  consider  that  we  are  by 
one  of  these  sub  clauses  taking  away  from 
the  several  states  their  principal  sources  of 
revenue.  I  would  remind  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Playford,  that  this  source  of  reve¬ 
nue  is  now’  pledged  by  each  colony  to  its 
debenture  liolders,  and  we  are  propo.sing 
to  take  aw'ay  from  the  debenture  holdei*s 
a  security  pledged  to  them,  and  to  hand  it 
over  to  a  body  which  will  not  be  under  the 
control  of  the  several  states. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  We  arc  giving  a  fii*st 
mortgage  I 

Mr.  THYXNE  :  Since  the  hon.  member 
refers  to  mortgage,  I  would  .say  that  we 
are  postponing  to  an  unlimited  extent,  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  federal  parliament,  a 
first  charge,  winch  the  debenttire  holders 
have  upon  a  portion  of  our  revenues. 

Mr.  McMillan:  There  is  no  such  charge; 
the  credit  of  the  state  is  involved  ! 

Mr,  TJIYKNE  :  If  the  credit  of  the 
state  is  pledged  its  revenue  is  pledged,  and 
in  many  loan  acts  I  think  the  expression 
‘‘first  charge  upon  the  revenues  of  the 
colony'’  is  used. 

Mr.  Mc^NIillan  :  Only  in  one  act  ! 

Mr.  Til  YNNE  :  The  colonies  arc  now 
])roposing  to  give  aw’ay  this  security,  and 
the  consequence  will  be,  as  suggested  by 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  Harry  Atkin.son, 
that  any  one  of  the  colonies  being  unable 
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from  misfortune  to  meet  its  engagements 
w’ith  its  creditor,  the  federal  parliament 
will  of  necessity  and  duty  be  bound  to* 
come  to  the  rescue  and  take  the  respon.si- 
bility  upon  itself. 

Mr.  Playford  ;  There  is  no  harm  in 
that ! 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  That  may  be ;  but  it 
is  very  much  better  that  w’e  should  make 
provision  for  it  now,  and  not  after  the 
credit  of  any  one  of  the  states  has  been 
injured. 

Mr.  Playford  ;  It  will  come  in  latex 
on  in  the  bill  ! 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  At  tliis  stage,  when  we 
are  discussing  the  powei-s  of  the  federal 
parliament,  every  portion  of  the  bill  comes 
more  or  less  under  our  review.  I  take  it 
that  w’e  can  now  refer  to  any  portion  of 
tlie  measure,  and  that  we  can  compare 
with  this,  its  central  clau.se,  any  other  pro¬ 
vision.  If  we  take  away  from  the  colo¬ 
nies  their  principal  sources  of  revenue,  we 
must  also  take  upon  ourselves  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  those  colonies. 

3Ir.  HIED  :  Although  it  be  quite  true,, 
as  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford,  has 
put  it,  that  we  are  not  now  discussing: 
directly  the  responsibilities  we  are  goings 
to  hand  over  to  the  federal  government, 
yet  the  question  is  so  intimately  associated 
with  tlie  powders  of  taxation  we  are  going 
to  confer  upon  that  government,  that  it 
has  been  very  properly  raised  by  the  hoix 
member,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  If  we  were^ 
going  to  limit  in  this  particular  bill  the* 
responsibilities  which  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  are  to  have  thrust  upon  them,  it 
might  be  well  to  limit  their  powers  of 
taxation ;  but  inasinucli  as  their  respon¬ 
sibilities  are  not  limited,  and  ma}’'  bo,  I 
hope,  far  in  excess  of  anything  which  this 
bill  indicates,  it  becomes  a  question  for 
consideration  whether  we  ought  not  to  di.> 
what  has  been  done  in  every  other  federa¬ 
tion  that  I  know  of — that  is,  to  confer  ou 
the  federal  body  full  powers  of  taxatioiK 
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It  would  be  a  weak  and  helpless  thing  if 
it  had  not  the  power  to  raise  all  that  is 
required  for  the  fulHlinent  of  its  obli¬ 
gations.  I  hold  strongly  that,  together 
with  this  power  of  taxation  proposed  to 
be  given  in  this  clause,  there  should  be 
thrust  upon  the  federal  government  the 
whole  obligation  for  the  debts  of  the 
colonies.  No  doubt  some  arrangement 
will  have  to  l>e  made  to  give  compen¬ 
sation  to  those  colonies  whose  debts  are 
small.  Unless  we  take  that  course,  we 
are  proposing  to  give  to  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment  far  more  revenue  than  we  need 
give  to  it.  We  shall  only  want  about 
<£2,000,000  for  federal  expenditure,  while 
we  shall  be  giving  the  federal  government 
about  10,000,000.  It  seems  absurd  to 
give  the  federal  government  power  to 
collect  £10,000,000  that  it  may  have  the 
pleasure  of  handing  back  £8,000,000. 
Until  full  provision  is  made  for  the  work¬ 
ing  of  a  uniform  tariff  and  the  fulfilment 
of  all  the  oblig«ations  which  shall  eventu¬ 
ally  be  permanently  thru.st  upon  the  fede¬ 
ral  government,  I  should  prefer  that  the 
federal  revenue  should  be  secured  by  a 
contribution  levied  upon  the  various  colo¬ 
nies.  If  we  pass  this  clause,  we  can  onlv 
reasonably  do  so  in  view  of  our  intention 
to  impose  upon  the  federal  government 
the  obligation  of  discharging  the  liabilities 
of  tlie  colonies  with  regard  to  their  public 
debts.  I  trust  that  the  clause  as  now  be¬ 
fore  us  will  be  agreed  to,  and  tliat  in  that 
we  sh.all  have  to  some  extent  an  indication 
of  the  determination  of  the  Convention  to 
impose  upon  the  federal  government  be¬ 
fore  we  have  done  with  tliis  bill  the  obli¬ 
gation  of  the  debts  of  the  colonies. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  It  is  u.seles.s  for  the 
Convention  to  impose  upon  the  common¬ 
wealth  any  duties  which  the  several  states 
are  not  prepared  to  surrender.  What  the 
iion.  member  a.s.Humes  as  the  premiss  of 
his  argument  is,  that  the  several  colonies 
will  be  only  too  willing  to  hand  over  their 
[J/r.  Bird, 


railways  and  other  public  works  to  the 
federal  government. 

Mr.  Bird  :  No;  that  they  should  hand 
over  their  debts  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  The  proposition,  as 
amended  by  the  hon.  member,  is  much 
simpler  and  much  more  tempting  to  the 
colonies.  That  is,  they  should  keep  their 
assets  and  hand  over  their  liabilities.  Tlie 
proposition  would  be  much  more  tempt¬ 
ing  to  the  colonies  than  to  the  federal 
government. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Figures  show  that  it  is 
quite  practicable  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  did  not  ri.se,  however, 
for  tlie  purpose  of  entering  into  these  ques¬ 
tions,  because,  although  they  are  related 
to  the  matter  in  hand,  they  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  very  pertinent  The  special 
purpose  for  which  I  rose  was  to  protest 
against  the  inadvertent  use  of  lau^ua^e 
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which  even,  in  the  course  of  debate,  may 
lead  us  into  serious  difficulties.  Not  one, 
but  several  lion,  members,  have  u.sed  the 
phrase  that  this  clause  would  “takeawa}’’ 
the  power  of  taxation  at  present  po.ssessed 
by  the  several  states.  I  can  imagine 
nothing  more  calamitous  than  that  such 
an  idea  should  be  adopted  by  any  of  the 
communities  that  compose  Australasia. 
Ibis  clause  could  not  possibly,  except  in 
the  narrowest  and  most  restricted  meaning 
of  the  word,  take  away  any  power  of  taxa¬ 
tion  from  any  colony.  Suppose  this  clause 
is  passed,  the  same  unlimited  power  of  tax¬ 
ation  as  is  posses.sed  at  the  present  time  by 
the  colonies  will  be  retained  by  them  in 
every  respect,  except  as  regards  duties  of 
customs  or  excise.  With  regard  to  direct 
taxation,  which  we  are  more  particularly 
di.scussing,  the  colonie.s  will  possess  in  future 
every  power  which  they  now  possess.  Con¬ 
sequently,  no  power  is  taken  away  except 
the  power  of  impo.sing  duties  of  customs 
or  excise.  Neither  is  it  fair  to  say  that 
the  creditors  of  the  colonies  are  losing  the 
priority  of  their  mortgage  on  the  assets  of 
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the  colonies.  Tliere  is  nothing  in  tliLs 
clause  wliich  will  give  the  federal  tax- 
gatlierer  any  priority  over  the  state  tax- 
gatherer.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  natural 
order  of  things,  owing  to  the  transference 
of  the  customs  revenue  to  the  central  go- 
vernnient,  the  several  colonies,  or  some  of 
tliein,  may  be  brought  face  to  face  with 
tlie  question  of  direct  taxation  long  before 
such  a  question  is  likely  to  be  raised  in 
the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth.  Con¬ 
sequently  the  direct  taxation  will  be  in 
•existence  in  the  colonies  before  it  can  be 
imposed  by  tlie  commonwealth.  The  com¬ 
monwealth  will  find,  therefore,  that  the 
priority  in  time  wdll  have  been  gained  by 
the  states.  In  no  part  of  this  clause  is 
priority  given  to  the  federal  government 
in  the  matter  of  the  right  of  levy.  All  that 
•can  be  said  is  that  neces.sarily  there  is  a 
certain  point  at  which  the  taxable  resources 
cf  the  community  will  cease,  and  that  when 
powersof  taxation  are  possessed  by  the  com¬ 
monwealth  there  will  be  less  revenue  for  the 
colony  which  at  present  has  the  sole  power 
cf  taxation.  That  is  undoubtedly  true  ;  but 
that  is  a  point  at  which  we  are  never  likely 
to  arrive.  What  is  proposed  to  be  given 
in  this  clause  is  that  unlimited  pow’er  of 
taxation  which  must  accompany  the  un¬ 
limited  responsibilities  of  the  common- 
w'ealth.  One  of  the  foremost  of  its  duties, 
til  at  in  fact  which  created  this  Convention, 
was  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  of 
Australasia,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to 
•devote  not  only  the  last  ship,  but  the  last 
shilling  to  that  object.  It  is  impossible 
to  cast  tho  duty  of  defence  on  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  tlie  commonwealth  without  giving 
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them  unlimited  taxing  pow'er. 

All  II ON.  IMember  :  In  the  case  of  a 
blockade,  there  would  not  be  much  in¬ 
come  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  All  the  more  reason 
for  granting  unlimited  powers  of  taxation. 
If  one  source  of  revenue  is  cut  off,  they 
should  certainly  have  another.  However 


much  force  tliere  may  be  in  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson’s  contention  that  it  wdll  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  federal  parliament,  if  it  gets 
the  revenue  of  all  the  colonies,  to  consider 
the  question  of  taking  over  their  liabilities, 
it  does  not  follow  that  we  in  this  Conven¬ 
tion  should  attempt  to  determine  wbat  are 
the  liabilities  which  the  commonwealth 
should  accept.  We  are  bound  to  prepare 
such  a  constitution  as  will  enable  the  com¬ 
monwealth  to  come  into  existence  on  terms 
fair  to  all  the  colonies ;  but  we  are  not 
authorised  to  go  one  step  further.  W e  are 
not  called  upon  to  undertake  what  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  federal  parliament,  or  to 
discover  what  particular  expedients  should 
be  resorted  to.  We  provide  hereafter  one 
source  of  revenue  of  w'hich  the  colonies 
are  to  he  deprived — the  customs  revenue  ; 
and  we  provide  a  certain  method  by  which 
any  surplus  remaining  after  the  payment 
of  the  obligations  of  the  commonwealth 
may  be  disposed  of  so  that  the  sev^eral  colo¬ 
nies  wdll  be  justly  dealt  witli.  Whether  the 
particular  pro])Osalin  the  bill  is  or  is  not  the 
l>est,  the  fact  remains  that  we  have  provided 
a  safety-valve  so  that  in  the  rather  unlikely 
event  of  there  being  a  surplus  for  a  length 
of  time  we  can  deal  w  ith  it.  In  the  con- 
sti  tu  tion  t  here  al  read}’  exists  not  on  ly  sptjcia  1 
pow’ei*s  with  wdiich  the  commonwealth  is 
endow’od,  but  there  is  the  power  of  refer¬ 
ring  other  matters  to  the  commonwealth 
by  the  colonies.  I  hope  w’e  shall  secure  the 
privilege  to  the  several  colonies  of  request¬ 
ing  the  federal  parliament,  with  the  con¬ 
sent  of  all  the  states,  to  take  over  their 
railways  or  other  public  works,  or  do  any 
other  matter  or  thing  which  all  the  states 
may  agree  is  desirable  in  the  interests  of 
the  whole  ^leople.  All  that  should  be  pos¬ 
sible,  Under  the  bill  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  should  be  able  at  the  in.staiice  of 
the  states  to  undertake  any  or  all  such 
obligations.  It  is  a  much  wiser  course  to 
give  that  wdde  latitude  of  choice,  than  to 
attempt  now  to  forecast  the  future,  and 
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to  determine  what  it  si  ml  I  or  shall  not 
take  over.  We  were  not  sent  here  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  federal  parliament 
of  the  future  Avill  not  thank  ns  for  at¬ 
tempting  to  anticipate  what  they  should 
do.  What  will  the  federal  parliament  be  ? 
It  will  not  be,  as  some  members  seem  to 
infer,  a  foreign  body,  taxing  the  people  of 
the  colonies  without  regard  to  their  obli¬ 
gations  or  the  debts  already  incurred.  The 
same  constituents  who  return  the  membei  s 
of  the  local  parliaments  will  be  the  people 
who  will  return  the  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  which  will  Jiave  the 
sole  right  of  initiating  taxation.  And  are 
we  to  suppose  that  the  people  having  once 
taxed  themselves  through  their  several 
legislatures  will  again  w  isli  to  imj)ose  taxes 
for  the  mere  pleasure  of  taxing?  Have 
Ave  ever  found  any  of  our  constituents  so 
anxious  to  increase  their  burdens  that  we 
should  expect  to  find  them  insisting  u2:)on 
their  representatives  laying  heavy  taxes 
upon  them  for  purposes  not  clearly  and 
absolutely  defined  ? 

An  Hox.  Member:  One  kind  of 
taxation  might  suit  one  colony,  and  not 
another  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIX :  That  is  jmssible  ;  but 
there  can  ]je  no  difference  as  to  the  tax¬ 
payers’  interests  as  between  one  colony  and 
another.  It  can  never  be  the  interest  of  a 
man  to  pay  more  taxes  tlian  lie  can  help. 
If  the  hon.  member  thinks  that  because 
a  citizen  belongs  to  a  community  w  ith  a 
larger  area  he  is  more  ready  to  put  Ids  hands 
into  his  breech e.s’  pocket,  his  experience  has 
been  limited  in  respect  to  taxation. 

Mr.  Marmiox  :  What  I  say  is  that  one 
kind  of  taxation  might  suit  one  state,  and 
that  another  kind  miglit  suit  another  state  I 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  That  is  true  ;  but  it  is 
foreign  to  the  issue.  Surely  w^e  need  feel 
no  alarm  in  endowing  the  cominon\vealtli 
with  tlic.se  large  powers  of  taxation,  since 
they  can  only  be  exercised  wdien  the  need 
commends  itself  to  the  people  of  tlio  coiu- 
[.!/?•.  Deakin. 


monw’ealth,  who  are  also  the  people  of  tho 
several  states  whoso  lot  wo  are  asked  to 
com  miserate. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  And  when  you  have 
an  upper  house  to  control  it  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  think  it  is  unkind, 
wdien  struggling  with  one  misfortune,  to 
be  reminded  of  another.  Tho  difficulty  of 
dealing  with  taxation  cannot  bo  mitigated 
by  remembering  that  we  have  an  upper 
house.  I  ro.se  simply  to  point  out  that  if 
these  debates  are,  as  they  will  bo,  criticised 
by  the  enemies  of  federation,  it  is  desirable 
that  our  language  should  be  as  accurate  as 
possible,  and  we  should  hasten  to  explain 
even  apparent  misconceptions  which  may 
ari.se  from  the  language  of  hon.  memhers. 
I  rose  to  .shovv  that  w'e  are  not  taking  any¬ 
thing  aw^ay  from  the  colonies,  not  injuring 
their  credit,  and  also  that  thi.s  alarm  as  to 
the  exercise  of  the  pow’cr  of  taxation  by 
the  commonw'ealth  is  greatly  dissipated  by 
the  recollection  that  it  is  the  people  of  the 
states  wdio  will  compo.se  the  commonwealth, 
and  wlio  w'ill  tax  themselve.s.  We  may 
rely,  therefore,  in  giving  them  these  ampk 
])OW'crs  on  their  not  using  them  against 
themselves.  Members  have  .spoken  of  the 
commonwealtli  as  if  it  w^as  outside  Aus¬ 
tralasia  ;  but  the  commonw’ealth  will  )je 
tlie  people  of  Australasia.  The  power  of 
taxation  will  only  be  exercised  wdth  the 
consent  of  the  peoide  of  Australasia  ;  and 
w’o  need  not  fear  its  exercise.  It  wdll  only 
be  enforced  when  such  an  imperative  need 
arises  as  w  ill  commend  it  to  the  people  of 
the  country,  wdiow’ ill  return  representatives 
to  parliament  for  tlie  purpo.se  of  imposing 
special  taxation  for  the  special  ends  w’hich 
they  have  in  view*.  Vt'e  have  not  to  protect 
the  })eople  of  the  federated  states  against 
tlieijiselves,  and  there  is  certainly  no  one 
else  to  protect  them  again.st  in  this  regard. 
The  commonwealth  consists  of  the  people  ; 
and  this  pow’er  of  taxation  can  only  be 
exercised  by  and  with  the  consent  of  tlic 
people. 
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]\[r.  THYNNE  :  Before  the  clause  is 
passed  I  would  like  to  reply  to  the  argu¬ 
ment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin. 
lie  stated  that  in  certain  circumstances 
the  power  of  taxation  by  the  local  state 
parliaments  would  be  undoubtedly  affected 
by  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  In  claii.se  3, 
chapter  it  is  provided  that  when  tlie 
law  of  the  state  is  inconsistent  with  the 
law  of  the  commonwealth,  the  law  of  the 
commonwealth  .shall  prevail.  It  is  quite 
e-cisy  to  realise  circumstances  under  which 
a  tax,  say  upon  land,  might  be  imposed  by 
tlie  state,  and  made  a  fir.st  charge  upon 
property,  and  a  similar  impost  might  be 
levied  by  the  commonwealth  ;  but  the  state 
law  would  have  to  come  second,  and  the 
commonwealth  would,  therefore,  liav’e  the 
first  helping  out  of  the  fund  for  providing 
that  particular  tax. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  That  is  quite  possible  ! 

Mr.  THYNNE:  It  is  quite  possible, 
and  of  course,  in  theory,  it  is  quite  feasible. 
There  is  another  matter  to  which  I  in¬ 
tended  to  refer  a  little  earlier.  It  would 
be  a  great  pity  if  we  had  in  the  bill  any 
provision  which  would  tend  to  raise  oppo¬ 
sition  to  its  provisions  wdien  going  through 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  that  unless  we  make  some  provision 
Irere  by  which  the  rights  of  our  several 
states’  creditors  are  sufficiently  protected, 
the  Imperial  Parliament  wdll  be  inclined, 
and  I  think  justified,  in  taking  .some  steps 
to  procure  the  necessary  security.  !My 
owm  opinion  is  that  the  federation  could 
very  w^ell  take  over  the  debts  of  the  seve¬ 
ral  statc.s,  looking  to  the  customs  for  the 
means  of  paying  tlicm  without  interfering 
w’ith  the  state  management  of  the  mil- 
ways. 

ISIr.  BURGESS  :  I  must  confess  that  I 
think  it  is  very  expedient  that  full  provi¬ 
sion  should  be  made  in  connection  with  our 
finance  matters — and,  mark  you,  this  clause 
really  touches  upon  finance — and  that  the 
federal  government  should  take  upon  itself 


some  further  obligations  than  those  that 
are  proposed.  At  the  present  time  the 
federal  government  takes  upon  itself  simply 
the  cost  of  tlie  civil  government  and 
finance,  and  for  that  purpose  they  have 
placed  at  their  disposal  a  sum  based  upon 
what  might  be  called  a  protective  tariff. 
I  think  it  w’ould  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  enforce  such  a  tariff  if  ever  w'e  w’ere 
to  have  federation  of  the  colonies.  TJiis 
w’ould  place  in  their  hands  a  sum  of  over 
.£9,000,000.  Now',  we  know  that  all  colo¬ 
nial  governments,  and  I  presume  that  the 
same  remark  would  apply  to  the  fedeml 
government,  having  such  an  enormous 
sui-plus  as  there  would  be  under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  not  being  tied  dowm  in 
any  w'ay,  w'ould  certainly  be  liable  to  be¬ 
come  ex  traviigant,  and  it  w’ould,  there¬ 
fore,  be  wise  and  well  on  our  pai-t  to,  as 
far  as  possible,  guard  against  that  extra¬ 
vagance.  I  think  w^e  can  w^ell  guard 
against  it,  and  I  believe  that  the  objection 
to  which  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Thynne, 
referred  can  be  removed  if,  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  w'e  authorise  the  federal 
goveniment  to  take  over  the  various  re- 
.sponsibilities  which  we  have  in  connection 
with  our  colonial  indebtedness.  If  any 
one  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  into  the 
subject  as  the  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee  did,  they  will  find  that  the  sum 
at  the  disposal  of  the  federal  government, 
after  making  full  provision  for  all  ordinary 
expenses,  wdll  fully  cover  the  amount  of 
interest  that  w'ould  be  payable  upon  the 
total  indebtedness.  At  all  events,  I  am 
quite  convinced  that  it  is  so  within  a  very 
small  sum  indeed,  and  it  w'ould  then  be 
merely  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  federal 
government  to  state  what  should  be  the 
mean  indebtedness  of  the  colonies  which 
it  should  take  over,  and  then  either  to  debit 
or  to  credit  those  colonies,  according  to  the 
amount  of  their  specific  indebtedness.  In 
mattei's  of  this  kind  w  e  cannot  be  too  care¬ 
ful.  Lotus  recollect  thatoneof  theprincipal 
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objections  that  will  possibly  be  raised  by 
some  of  our  fellow-colonists  in  connection 
with  this  movement  will  be,  that  we  are 
calling  upon  them  for  an  additional  sum 
for  general  government,  and  they  will 
naturally  ask,  “  What  are  you  going  to 
give  us  in  return  for  this  ;  if  we  are  to  bo 
called  upon  for  extra  t^ixation,  what  are 
you  going  to  give  us  in  return  V  And  un¬ 
less  we  can  show,  as  we  ought  to  show, 
that  there  are  some  distinct  advantages  to 
be  gained,  I  think  that  in  many  of  the 
colonies  strong  objections  will  be  raised. 
In  connection  Avith  this  matter,  the  re¬ 
marks  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  must  not  be 
overlooked.  Taxation  through  customs  is 
the  sheet-anchor  of  all  our  colonial  tinance ; 
and  if  we  hand  over  all  rights  in  connection 
witii  customs  and  excise,  it  will  be  a  matter 
of  extreme  difiiculty,  to  put  it  in  mild 
language,  for  some  of  the  colonies,  more 
particularly  those  colonies  that  have  al¬ 
ready  had  to  resort  to  direct  taxation,  to 
carry  on  their  respective  governments.  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  whilst  we  are  con¬ 
sidering  this  sub-clause,  hon.  members  Avill 
bear  in  mind  the  very  great  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  that  if  we  do  not  make 
provision  for  it  now,  special  care  will  be 
taken  to  do  so  later  on. 

HONALDSON  :  Tliis  is  a  subject 
that  is  worthy  of  the  fullest  consideration 
and  discussion.  It  would  certainly  be  ab¬ 
surd  to  try  to  limit  the  powers  of  the 
federal  parliament.  We  cannot  do  tliat. 
Any  parliament  to  beeffcctiv’e  in  the  future 
must  have  the  full  power  to  he  able  to  levy 
Avhatever  taxation  they  rec|uire  to  carry  on 
the  government  of  the  country.  We  have 
not  the  sligljtest  idea  now  what  will  be 
required  in  tlie  future.  Therefore,  we 
must  trust  all  these  powers  to  tlie  j>ar- 
lianient.  Looking  at  the  matter  in  regard 
to  the  immediate  future,  we  have  to  bear 
in  mind  that,  accoi'ding  to  the  proposals 
as  we  are  now  dealing  with  them,  the 
federal  parliament  will  collect  from  ciis- 
[d/?*.  Buryiiss 


toms  from  X8, 000,000  to  £9,000,000;  and 
according  to  the  information  we  Imve  oIk 
taiiied  the  total  expenditure  will  be  onlv 
about  £2,500,000.  Of  course  that  would 
me'an  that  a  large  surplus  would  have  to  be 
lianded  back  to  the  states  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  which  had  been  contributed  by 
them.  That  is  fair  enough,  so  far  as  it  goes ; 
althougli  I  fear  that  in  the  future  it  will 
cause  some  trouble,  and,  as  tlie  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Burgess,  has  pointed  out,  any 
parliament  having  such  a  large  surplus  as 
that  is  very  likely  to  be  extravagant.  We 
know  that  the  states  have  no  control  what¬ 
ever,  nor  should  tliey  have  control,  over  the 
exjienditureof  the  federal  parliament.  The 
federal  parliament  should  do  wliatever  they 
jdease  with  the  money,  although  there  is 
an  understanding  that  any  surplus  should 
be  lianded  back.  But  not  havinfi:  obli^a- 
tions,  as  all  the  states  have  at  present,  of 
providing  interest  on  loams,  how  do  wo 
know  the  position  the  federal  parliament 
may  take  up  by-and-hy  ?  Supposing  tlio 
federal  parliament  were  dominated  by 
free-traders.  They  might  say,  ‘‘Therein 
no  necessity  to  levy  large  customs  duties 
we  will  reduce  them  one-half.^^  At  the 
same  time  they  might  submit  a  scheme- 
embodying  a  direct  form  of  taxation.  As- 
was  pointed  out  by  the  hon.  member,  ^Ir- 
Thy  line,  they  might  go  in  for  a  land-tax. 
The  states  will  then  be  left  in  tliis  posi¬ 
tion  :  That,  getting  back  a  sina Her  amount 
than  they  anticipated  from  the  federal  par¬ 
liament,  they  wdll  not  liave  suiHcient  to 
))ay  the  interest  on  their  loans.  They 
will  therefore  be  cut  off,  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance,  hy  not  being  able  to  levy  customs 
and  e. Kci.se  duties  ;  and  if  they  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  raise  money  hy  other  means  they 
will  probably  liave  to  doulile  or  treble  the 
direct  taxation  of  the  people  of  the  state. 
That  is  an  awkward  position  in  whicli  to 
be  placed,  and  it  is  one  tliat  is  worthy  of 
the  gravest  consideration.  I  do  not  tliink 
any  form  of  federation  will  be  complete  or 
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sabisfiictory,  unless  the  debts  at  least  of 
tlie  whole  of  the  states  are  taken  over  by 
tlie  federal  government. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  move  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  ; 

That  after  tlie  word  money,”  line  1,  the 
words  “  if  required  for  defence  purposes  in  time 
of  war  ”  be  inserted. 

I  move  this  amendment  for  the  purpose  of 
limiting  tlie  power  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  Where  the  customs  and  e.xcise 
revenue  will  provide  j£8, 500,000  a  year, 
and  where  the  probable  expenditure  in 
time  of  peace  is  .£2,500,000  a  year,  there 
is  no  necessity  to  allow  the  indiscriminate 
power  provided  in  the  sub-clause. 

Mr.  MUNRO:  Perhaps  if  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  member  to  another 
clause  in  the  proposed  constitution  bill, 
he  will  see  that  his  amendment  will  not 
only  not  be  required  ;  but  that  it  wdll  really 
act  against  the  intentions  of  all  those  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  wdsh  the  federal  parliament 
eventually  to  take  over  the  debts  of  the 
various  states.  It  is  stated  in  clause  13, 
chapter  iv : 

Tlic  parliament  of  the  commonw'ealth  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  jmrl laments  of  all  the 
states,  make  laws  for  taking  over  and  consoli¬ 
dating  the  wliole  or  any  part  of  the  public  debt 
of  any  state  or  states,  bnt  so  that  a  state  shall 
Ije  liable  to  indemnify  the  commonwealth  in  re¬ 
spect  of  the  amount  of  a  debt  taken  over,  and 
that  the  amount  of  interest  payable  in  respect 
of  a  debt  shall  be  deducted  and  retained  from 
time  to  time  from  the  share  of  the  surplus  reve¬ 
nue  of  the  commonwealth  which  would  other¬ 
wise  be  payable  to  the  state. 

Therefore,  if  the  hon.  gentleman  confines 
this  powder  to  raising  money  by  any  other 
mode  of  taxation  only  in  case  of  war,  all 
that  is  intended  to  be  done  in  the  clause 
I  have  referred  to  will  be  defeated.  I 
think  the  best  plan  is  to  allow  the  sub- 
clause  to  stand  as  it  is,  and  if  any  further 
amendment  is  required  it  can  be  made  in 
the  13th  clause  of  chapter  iv.  The  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution  has 
been  to  make  the  constitution  as  flexible 


as  possible,  so  that  arrangements  can  be 
made  between  the  various  states  and  the 
commonwealth  when  the  time  comes  to 
make  them. 

Amendment  negatived;  sub-clause  agreed 
to. 

Sub-clause  4.  Borrowing  money  on  the  public 
credit  of  the  commonwealth. 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  purposely  abstained 
from  addressing  myself  to  the  last  sub¬ 
clause  because  the  whole  question  of  the 
new  dominion  is  involved  in  their  borrow¬ 
ing  power,  and  this  sub-section  deals  with 
that  point.  1  thoroughly  concur  wdth  what 
fell  from  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Bird,  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  of  Tasmania,  and  from 
the  other  hon.  niembei*s  sitting  behind  him. 
I  think  we  should  take  powder  in  this  sub¬ 
clause  to  enable  the  dominion  government 
to  borrow  sufficient  to  consolidate  the 
w'hole  of  the  debts  of  all  the  colonies.  I 
venture  to  say  that  if  that  power  is  given 
they  will  raise  quite  sufficient  money  from 
customs  and  excise,  without  touching  one 
penny  of  the  railway  revenue  of  any  one 
of  the  colonies.  They  will  be  enabled  to 
do  what  is  required  by  a  system  of  taxa¬ 
tion  from  customs — a  plan  that  has  been 
adopted  by  every  federal  government  that 
lias  ever  been  formed  in  the  w^orld  up  to 
the  present  moment. 

Mr.  Burgess  :  And  excise  ! 

Colonel  SMITH  :  It  has  been  done  in 
the  case  of  Geruiany.  When  their  revenue 
w^as  less  than  .£6,000,000  a  year  they  in¬ 
creased  it  from  that  source  alone  up  to 
.£26,000,000  per  annum.  What  was  the 
result  ?  All  the  states  w'ere  brought  into 
the  Union  w^ithout  any  pressure,  without 
any  special  taxation,  being  placed  upon 
them,  and  they  came  into  it  in  the  pleas¬ 
antest  possible  manner.  The  various  colo¬ 
nies,  I  suppose  I  am  within  bounds  when 
I  say,  are  now  paying  on  an  average  4  per 
cent.  If  we  allow  the  dominion  parlia¬ 
ment  to  take  something  like  £9,000,000 
for  the  purpose  of  pa}  iug  back  £7,000,000, 
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agree  with  some  hon.  iiiemhcr  who  said 
it  is  the  most  clumsy  way  of  doing  it.  I 
think  tliat  with  the  money  wliicli  they 
receive  they  should  have  the  oV»ligation 
of  consolidating  tlic  wliole  of  tlie  debts 
of  the  colonics.  If  they  consolidate  tlie 
wliole  of  the  debts  of  the  colonies,  I  agree 
with  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  ]\IcMillan, 
that  tliey  will  be  enabled  to  borrow  very 
advantageously  upon  the  whole  territorv 
of  the  Australuan  dominion — ujion  all 
their  revenue,  because  that  virtually  will 
^>e  ill  their  hands.  It  will  not  disarrange 
»the  finances  of  the  country  by  adopting  a 
system  of  this  description,  and  all  the 
colonies  will  be  anxious  to  come  into  the 
federation,  because  the  dominion  will  be 
-able  to  borrow  on  the  security  of  the 
--entire  colonies — the  enormous  public  pro¬ 
perties  they  xiossess — within  J  per  cent, 
of,  or  at  all  events  something  near,  what 
consols  are  now  in  London.  AVe  should 
be  enabled  to  do  this  by  having  a  do- 
aninion  parliament,  with  power  to  im¬ 
pose  taxation  if  it  is  necessary  beyond  the 
•amount  at  which  the  debts  of  all  the 
•colonies  would  be  consolidated,  and  the 
'dominion  would  take  the  responsibility 
with  the  funds  that  'sve  are  going  to  give 
to  them.  We  are  giving  them,  I  think, 
within  a  few  hundred  pounds — certainly 
within  £1,000,000— of  what  would  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  wliole 
'Of  the  national  debt  of  the  Australian 
•colonies,  and  I  say  that  all  the  colonies 
<then  would  be  anxious  to  come  in.  It  is 
merely  a  question  of  accounts— meredy  a 
•question  of  sending  to  the  undcr-trea- 
‘surei's  of  the  various  colonies,  and  getting 
them  to  meet  together  to  decide  how  each 

■colony  stands  as  regards  the  otliers _ 

merely  a  matter  of  arrangement.  It  was 
«o  in  Canada.  Exactly  that  process  was 
adopted  in  Canada.  Some  portions  of 
Canada  borrowed  more  tlian  others,  and 
the  matter  was  adjusted,  and  it  ought  to 
1x3  adjusted  here.  I  would  ask  the  hon. 

[Colonel  Smith. 
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and  learned  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith 
and  the  other  gentlemen  wlio  are  dealinrr 
with  this  matter,  whether  they  could  not 
give  powers,  not  only  for  borrowing  money 
on  the  jmblic  credit  of  the  commonwoaltli, 
but  also  for  tlie  purpose  of  paying  interest 
on  tlic  whole  of  the  indebtedness  of  tlie 
whole  of  the  colonies  ? 

SirSAMUELGuiFFiTir:  This  covers  every¬ 
thing  ! 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  should  like  a 
special  clause  inserted,  because  I  think  it  is 
most  undesirable  that  wo  should  hand  to 
the  dominion  parliament  something  like 
£9,000,000  with  a  view  to  their  giving  back 
£7,000,000.  We  ouglit  to  consolidate  the 
whole  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  colonics, 
and  if  we  consolidate  tlie  whole  of  tlie  in- 
debtediie.ss  of  the  colonies,  I  venture  to  say 
there  will  not  be  the  slightest  difficulty  in 
getting  them  to  come  into  the  federation,  Ije- 
cause  then  they  would  understand  tJiat,witIi 
the  money  handed  over  to  the  dominion  the 
obligations  would  bo  met,  and  the  advan¬ 
tages  'would  at  once  be  manifest.  Suppos¬ 
ing  the  dominion  borrowed  £20,000,000, 
there  would  be  a  .saving  of  J  per  cent,  in¬ 
terest,  whicli  would  amount  to  £500,000 
in  a  year.  Probably  we  might  get  it  for 
.something  less,  but  I  thoroughly  agree  w’itli 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  tbatthedo- 
minion  will  be  able  to  borrow  money  at  3  per 
cent.  English  consols  we  know  are  less  than 
that ;  and  I  believe  that  we  should  bor¬ 
row  money,  not  only  at  3  per  cent.,  but 
also  at  par,  which  would  be  a  manifest 
advantage.  I  venture  to  say  that  wutliin 
a  few  years  that  could  be  done,  which 
means  that  %ve  would  get  £100  for  every 
£100  debenture,  and  pay  3  per  cent,  upon 
it.  I  \vould  a.sk  hon.  delegates  to  think 
this  matter  over.  I  think  that  we  ought 
to  make  it  compuhsory  tliat  tlic  wdiolo  of 
tlie  indebtedne.ss  of  the  colonies  should  be 
adjusted,  and  that  the  dominion  parlia¬ 
ment  would  express  its  willingness,  and 
should  have  the  power  conferred  upon  it 
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to  do  this,  and  then  we  should  disarrange 
the  finances  in  the  least  possible  way. 
Every  colony  knows  what  it  is  paying  for 
interest  now  ;  and  if  that  is  paid  for  them 
on  an  adjustment  that  could  be  easily 
.settled  by  competent  accountants,  1  be¬ 
lieve,  as  I  said  before,  it  would  be  a  great 
advantage,  and  all  the  colonies  would  be 
anxious  to  join,  because  they  would  get 
public  money  much  cheaper,  and  the  do¬ 
minion  parliament  would  have  the  ])Ower 
that  is  conferred  in  the  last  sub  clause  to 
impose  taxation  if  the  revenues  from  the 
custom  and  excise  were  not  sufficient.  I 
think  that  if  that  were  done  the  sting 
of  the  last  clause  would  be  taken  away, 
beoau.se  under  the  last  clause  we  have 
given  them  power  to  impose  any  taxation 
they  please  ;  and  my  hope  and  belief  is 
that  the  effect  of  the  last  clause  will  be 
this  :  if  they  have  to  pay  the  public  inter¬ 
est  due  upon  all  the  indebtedness  of  all 
the  colonies,  they  will  take  care  that  they 
get  enough  from  the  customs  and  excise 
to  do  it.  That  is  one  reason  why  I  am 
very  anxious  to  see,  if  possible,  this  power 
conferred  with  the  view  of  its  being  exer¬ 
cised.  If  I  had  my  way,  I  would  make  it 
compulsory  that  they  should  exercise  it 
within  a  reasonable  time.  It  would  meet 
one  great  difficulty  that  I  have  seen  all 
through  the  proceedings  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  that  is,  that  in  having  a  uniform 
tariff,  they  will  not  be  desirous  of  impos¬ 
ing  direct  taxation  ;  and  I  think  it  is  very 
undesirable  they  should  impose  direct  tax¬ 
ation.  We  know  that  nothing  has  been 
resisted  so  much  in  any  of  these  colonies 
from  time  to  time  as  attempts  at  direct 
taxation.  The  human  family  seems  to  be 
constituted  like  this  :  you  can  put  as  much 
as  you  like  on  the  customs  ;  and  when 
people  pay  duties  on  their  daily  food  and 
garments,  they  do  not  think  much  about  the 
matter;  but  ask  them  for  half  the  amount 
direct,  and  there  is  at  once  groat  objection. 
Therefore,  I  am  glad  to  hear,  if  it  be  agreed, 


that  that  power  is  given  ;  but,  I  should 
like  some  clause  inserted  in  the  bill,  which 
would  make  that  compulsory  on  the  do¬ 
minion  taking  over  £9,000,000,  which  I 
venture  to  say  they  wdll  be  enabled  to  in¬ 
crease  from  £9,000,000  to  £12,000,000  by 
an  adjustment  of  the  tariff  that  wdll  be 
op})ressive  to  none  and  equal  to  all.  Once 
it  is  known  that  that  power  ^vs^s  not  only 
conferred  upon  them,  but  also  that  they 
must  exercise  it  within  a  reasonable  time,  1 
say  federation  is  accomplished.  You  do 
not  disturb  the  finances  of  the  treasurer 
of  any  of  the  colonies.  With  the  money 
that  we  hand  over  to  the  central  govern¬ 
ment,  at  the  same  time  we  say,  “Isowyou 
must  pay  our  interest;  you  must  adjust 
our  accounts;  you  must  see  how  much  we 
borrowed  more  than  some  one  else,  and 
adjust  the  matter.”  I  say  that  wffiat 
has  been  done  in  Canada,  an  English- 
speaking  community,  under  the  British 
Crown,  we  can  and  ought  to  do  here.  1 
quite  concur  wdth  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
3i>ird,  that  we  ought  not  to  hand  over  to 
the  commonwealth  more  money  than  it 
requires.  In  asking  each  colony  to  con¬ 
tribute  its  share,  the  difficulty  would  be 
that  one  colony  might  refuse,  and  the  whole 
thing  would  fail.  Tlierefore,  you  must  give 
the  commonwealth  the  money  direct,  and, 
having  done  so,  you  must  show  tliem  what 
they  are  to  do  with  it.  You  must  say, 
We  do  not  want  it  back  again  ;  but, 
having  taken  all  our  money,  you  must  pay 
some  of  our  debts,  and  the  way  to  begin  is 
to  pay  the  interest  on  those  debts.”  While 
I  agree  that  we  should  hand  over  the  re¬ 
venue  to  the  commonwealth,  I  think  we 
should,  at  the  same  time,  insist  that  they 
should  consolidate  the  debts  of  the  various 
colonies,  and  readjust  them  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  boriowed.  I  believe  that 
one  thing  of  itself  would  do  more  to  cement 
and  fasten  the  various  colonies  together  in 
one  whole  than  anything  else  we  could 
possibly  accomplish. 
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Mr.  McMillan  :  Had  we  not  better 
discuss  this  wlieii  we  come  to  the  special 
clause  dealing  with  the  subject  ? 

Colonel  SMITH  :  Tliat  is  the  very  tiling 
I  suggest  ;  but  hei*e  is  a  sub-clause  which 
says,  “  Borrowing  money  on  the  public 
credit  of  the  commonwealth.” 

Mr.  Baker  :  Does  the  lion,  member 
object  to  that 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  think  the  lion, 
gentleman  must  have  been  absent  during 
my  remarks,  because  the  whole  gist  of 
w  hat  I  have  said  has  been  in  favour  of  the 
commonw^ealth  having  the  pow’er  not  only 
to  borrow^  but  also  to  consolidate  the  whole 
of  the  debts,  so  as  to  be  able  to  pay  the 
interest.  What  I  wish  to  avoid  is  tliat  it 
shall  have  nothing  to  pay  back  to  the 
various  colonies. 

Mr.  Baker  :  That  is  not  the  point  now ; 
\ve  will  come  to  that  by- and- by  ! 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  think  my  remarks 
are  relevant  to  the  cpiestion  of  borrow¬ 
ing.  If  anything  is  proposed  by-and-by 
which  shall  carry  out  w’hat  I  am  now 
recommending,  I  shall  be  satisfied,  and  I 
shall  expect  the  assistance  of  the  lion,  gen¬ 
tleman,  w^ho  has  taken  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  over  this  matter.  Wliat  I  wish  is 
that  it  shall  not  be  a  matter  of  option,  but 
a  matter  of  absolute  compulsion,  and  that 
if  thecommon wealth  takes  over  this  money, 
it  shall  expend  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  colonies  in  the  w^ay  I  have  suggested. 
Mr.  MACDONALD-PATERSON  : 

There  has  been  a  general  consensus  of 
opinion  in  the  Convention  to  day  that  this 
sul>clause  4  should  pass,  and  with  all  re¬ 
spect,  I  think  that  the  remarks  of  the  last 
speaker  were  premature,  and  that  his  speech 
w-ould  more  properly  come  in  on  clause  13, 
at  jiage  22.  I  mention  this  with  the 
object  of  endeavouring  to  curtail  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  character  introduced  by  the 
hon.  member,  Colonel  Smith,  at  this  .stage 
of  the  debate.  At  the  same  time  I  take 
the  opportunity  of  stating  that  the  whole 
[Colonel  Smith, 


of  Australia  will  he  greatly  disappointed 
if  we  do  not  in  this  Convention  go  fully 
into  the  question  of  the  public  debt.  At 
an  earlier  part  of  the  proceed  in g.s,  the  hon. 
delegate.  Sir  Samuel  GrifKth,  invited  re¬ 
ference  to  a  measure  which  he  recently 
introduced  into  the  Queemsland  Parlia¬ 
ment,  in  which  he  said  we  w'ould  find  a 
list  of  the  subjects  proposed  to  he  rele¬ 
gated  to  the  general  government,  and  tho.se 
wdiich  would  he  left  to  the  three  provinces 
into  which  it  is  proposed  that  Queensland 
should  be  divided.  In  that  draft  occurtliese 
words,  which  we  are  now  invited  to  adopt: 

That  matters  of  general  concern,  including  the 
administration  of  tlie  public  debt,  should  remain 
under  the  control  of  one  legislature  and  one 
executive,  having  jurisdiction  over  the  w  liole  of 
the  present  colony  of  Queensland,  until  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  an  Australian  federation,  when 
their  functions  sliould  pass  to  the  legislative  and 
executive  authorities  of  the  fedemtion. 

Here  is  a  proposal  which  indirectly  affirms 
that  immediately  upon  federation  taking 
place  the  administration  of  the  public  debt 
shall  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  central 
government. 

Mr.  MARMION:  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  have  misapprehended  the  re¬ 
marks  of  .some  of  the  previous  sneakers, 
and  especially  those  of  Colonel  Smith  ;  but 
it  seems  to  be  suggested  that  the  common¬ 
wealth  should  have  power  to  borrow  money 
on  the  public  credit,  not  only  for  its  own 
purposes,  but  also  for  the  purposes  of  the 
several  states— that,  in  the  first  instance,, 
it  should  absorb  the  debts  of  the  several 
states,  and  afterwards,  I  suppose,  borrow 
money  on  account  of  the  states.  If  the 
indebtedness  of  the  states  is  taken  over,  I 
presume  the  future  borrowing  ])ower  will 
have  to  be  given  to  the  federal  parliament 

Mr.  Play  FORD  :  Not  necessarily  ! 

Mr.  MARMION :  This  matter  was  fully 
discussed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
Trade,  and  it  was  so  difficult  to  deal  with, 
that  it  was  thought  desirable  to  leave  it  to 
be  settled  by  the  federal  parliament.  The 
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greatest  difficulty  was  felt  to  be  this  :  that 
if  the  federal  parliament  took  over  the 
present  liabilities  of  the  various  states  it 
would  be  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  event 
of  any  of  the  states  desiring  to  borrow 
thereafter,  that  they  should  be  compelled 
to  refer  any  loan  bill  tliey  might  pass  to 
the  federal  parliament.  That  was  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  that  was  encountered. 

Colonel  Smith  :  The  municipalities  in 
Victoria  borrow  on  their  own  account  ! 

Mr.  M  ARM  ION  :  I  am  not  talking  of 
municipalities  ;  1  am  talking  of  states.  The 
difficulties  surrounding  this  question  are  so 
great  that  considerable  time  will  be  re¬ 
quired  to  settle  it.  Fully  half  a  day,  if 
not  longer,  was  devoted  to  the  question  by 
a  body  who  had  the  opportunity  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  it  in  a  conversational  way,  and, 
as  I  said,  the  difficulties  were  found  to  be 
so  great  that  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
leave  the  question  open  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  federal  parliament.  I  thought  the 
hon.  member’s  object  was  to  add  some 
words  that  would  express  the  meaning 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  convey.  If 
that  is  not  the  case,  then  of  course  T  am 
mistaken,  and  I  quite  agree  with  those  who 
think  the  discussion  should  be  postponed 
until  we  arrive  at  page  18. 

Mr.  THYNNE:  By  this  sub-clause  we 
propose  to  give  to  the  federal  parliament 
an  unlimited  power  of  borrowing  money 
on  the  public  credit  of  the  commonwealth; 
but  tliere  is  no  provision  in  any  part  of 
the  bill  that  I  can  tind  which  in  any  way 
restricts  or  limits  the  objects  for  which 
they  may  borrow  money.  In  one  of 
the  drafts  that  were  considered  by  the 
Finance  Committee,  I  observed  a  para¬ 
graph  giving  to  the  state  parliaments  the 
power  of  appropriating  money  for  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  entitled 
under  their  constitution  to  appropriate 
money.  That  practically  limited  the  power 
of  raising  taxation  or  borrowing  money  to 
the  purposes  which  they  are  authorised 


to  administer  under  the  bill  generally.  I 
think  it  is  rather  a  mi-stake  that  that  limi¬ 
tation  of  the  right  of  appropriating  money 
has  been  left  out.  I  trust  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  bill  will  re¬ 
store  the  paragraph  to  the  bill.  The  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Clark,  has  pointed  out  that 
under  sub-clause  1,  reasoning  by  analogy 
from  decisions  giv'en  in  the  United  States, 
an  enormous  power  may  be  given  to  the 
federal  parliament.  I  think  that  to  give 
this  unlimited  power  of  borrowing  money 
without  any  restriction  as  to  the  objects 
for  which  it  may  be  borrowed,  is  placing 
the  federal  parliament  in  a  position  in 
which  it  becomes,  and  justly  becomes,  an 
object  of  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  state 
parliaments  and  the  diflerent  peoples. 

Sub-clause  agreed  to. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Before 
you,  sir,  put  the  sub-clause  “navigation 
and  shipping,”  I  wish  to  mention  a  matter 
to  which  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
called  my  attention  a  little  while  ago.  I 
thought  he  was  going  to  mention  at  this 
stage  the  question  of  controlling  muni¬ 
tions  of  war.  I  will  not  take  the  argu¬ 
ment  from  his  mouth,  but  will  afford  him 
an  opportunity  of  saying  what  he  desires 
to  say  by  moving  : 

That  the  following  stand  as  sub-clause  7  of 
the  clause: — “  Munitions  of  war.’’ 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  offered  a  sug¬ 
gestion  to  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  or 
not  the  question  had  been  considered  by 
the  committee.  Considering  the  import¬ 
ance  with  which  we  all  regard  the  subject 
of  defence,  I  thouglit  it  might  be  of  very 
irreat  value  indeed  to  the  federation  that 
it  should  havecontrol  over  the  manufacture 
of  munitions  of  war.  It  might  occur,  for 
instance,  at  some  point  in  the  common¬ 
wealth  that  the  local  government,  through 
carelessness  or  for  some  other  i-eason,  were 
inattentive  to  the  manufacture  of  such 
munitions,  which  might  be  a  menace  to 
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the  coniinoiiweallh.  Tliorefore,  with  the 
view  of  eliciting  information,  I  suggested 
that  it  would  be  a  very  important  power 
to  put  in  the  hands  of  a  federal  go¬ 
vernment.  I  do  not  think  it  requires 
jnucli  argument  to  recommend  the  sug¬ 
gestion  to  hon.  members.  It  appears  to 
me  tliat  if  we  are  actiiated  by  a  desire  to 
give  the  federal  authority  control  over  the 
federal  defence  it  might  be  a  subject  of 
great  danger  indeed  if  it  did  not  also  have 
the  power  of  framing  regulations  for  the 
manufacture  of  munitions  of  war. 

Mr.  McMillan  *.  Tins  is  an  amend¬ 
ment  which,  I  think,  is  scarcely  necessary. 
Surely  the  power  to  control  tlie  military 
and  naval  defence  of  the  colonies  covers 
everything.  It  is  not  natural  that  it 
would  undertake  tlie  control  of  the  military 
and  naval  defence  without  having  muni¬ 
tions  o£  war  and  everything  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  the  commonwealth. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Yes,  but  not  of  regulat¬ 
ing  the  manufacture  of  munitions  of  war 
which  may  be  in  private  hands,  and  which 
may  be  exercised  to  the  great  danger  of 
the  common w’ealth  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  It  is  quite  clear  to  me 
that  the  powder  of  dealing  with  munitions 
of  war  is  included  in  the  pow*er  of  dealing 
with  the  military  and  naval  defence  of  the 
colonies. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  under¬ 
stood  my  hon.  friend  to  refer  rather  to  the 
danger  of  munitions  of  w’ar  being  manu¬ 
factured  and  exported  to  the  injury  of  the 
commonwealth.  That  is  a  different  sub¬ 
ject  from  the  defence  of  the  common¬ 
wealth.  It  may  he  ncce.ssary  to  absolutely 
prohibit  the  manufacture  and  exportation 
of  munitions  of  war. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  think  the  sub- 
clause  dealing  with  military  and  naval  de¬ 
fence  includes  the  power  of  dealing  with 
the  manufacture  of  munitions  of  war  if  it 
is  thought  necessary  to  exercise  that  power 
for  the  .safety  of  the  commonAvealth.  In 
[J/n  Fitzgerald. 


the  United  States  they  have  not  required 
the  provision,  neither  in  Canada,  nor  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world. 

An  IIoN.  Membkr  :  But  they  have  in 
Switzerland  1 

Mr,  WRIXON  :  It  w’ovdd  seem  to  me 
that  the  point  rai.sed  by  my  hon.  friend, 
Mr.  Fitzgerald,  is  well  >vorthy  of  con¬ 
sideration,  because  w’o  forbid  by  the  bill 
any  state  to  raise  or  maintain  a  military 
or  naval  force  of  its  own.  It  may  be 
necessary  in  order  to  carry  out  that  provi¬ 
sion  to  control  the  manufacture  of  muni¬ 
tions  of  w’ar  ;  therefore,  I  think  it  would 
be  well  to  take  power  to  that  effect. 

Amendment  agreed  to  ;  sul>clause agreed 
to. 

Sub-clause  13.  Banking,  the  incorporation  of 
banks,  and  the  issue  of  paper  money. 

Colonel  SMITH  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  if 
the  word  “  banking’’  covers  the  possibility 
of  establishing  a  bank  for  the  common¬ 
wealth  1 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  ;  I  should  think 
not  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  should  also  like 
to  know  wliether  the  sub-clause  would  in¬ 
clude  savings  banks  ?  Is  it  intended  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  establishment  of  savings 
banks  in  the  different  colonies  ?  If  not, 
we  ought  to  insert  the  words  ‘‘  other  than 
incorporated  savings  banks.”  I  do  not 
think  it  is  necessary  for  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment  to  interfere  with  them.  Tliey 
are  managed  in  almost  all  the  colonies  at 
the  present  time  in  a  different  way. 

Mr.  Donaldson  :  Tlie  federal  govern¬ 
ment  is  to  take  over  post-offices  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY :  But  there  are 
savings  banks  other  than  those  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  post-offices,  and  I  think  it 
w'ould  be  better  to  exclude  them  from  the 
operation  of  the  clause. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GllTFFITII  :  Of  course 
there  are  two  kinds  of  savings  banks  in 
Australia.  There  are  wdiat  may  be  called 
private  savings  banks,  that  is  to  say. 
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savings  banks  under  the  management  of 
directors,  and  there  are  also  the  post-office 
savings  banks.  They  would  be  taken  over, 
I  presume,  with  posts  and  telegraphs. 

Mr.  Deakix  :  No ;  money  orders  would, 
but  not  tlie  post-office  savings  banks  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Yes,  the 
hon.  member  is  right.  Those  banks  belong 
to  the  treasury  in  each  state.  I  fail  to 
see,  however,  wl)y  in  providing  for  the 
general  safety  of  the  commonwealth  sav¬ 
ings  banks  sJiould  not  be  an  object  of 
federal  legislation  as  well  as  other  matters. 
Some  savings  banks  have  been  known  to 
go  insolvent. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  The  government  is  in 
reality  responsible.  Of  course  they  are 
not  liable  in  the  case  of  general  savings’ 
banks,  but  in  other  cases  they  would  be 
bound  to  pay  in  the  case  of  anything  un¬ 
toward  happening  to  the  banks. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  I  tliink  it  will  be  found 
that  sub  clauses  13,  15,  and  IG  deal  with 
civil  rights  in  property,  and  I  would  ask 
the  Convention  to  consider  whether  it 
would  not  be  wiser,  even  althougli  there 
were  a  little  inconv’enience  on  account  of 
the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  law,  to  leave 
to  each  state  full  and  complete  control  over 
Jill  questions  of  civil  right  in  property  1  The 
issueof  paper  money  isa  matter  perhaps  \vith 
which  the  federal  parliament  should  deal  j 
but  banking,  bills  of  exchange,  and  promis¬ 
sory-notes,  and  bankruptcy  and  insolvency, 
I  think  might  be  left  to  the  state  parlia¬ 
ments.  Complaints  have  been  made  in  the 
past  tliat  these  matters  have  not  received 
equal  attention  in  the  different  states  ;  but 
thathas  been  on  account  of  thelarge  amount 
of  work  the  different  parliaments  had  to 
perform  in  connection  withotlier  branches 
of  legislation,  wdiich  will  now  be  taken  over 
by  the  federal  parliament,  and  they  w'ould, 
therefore,  have  ample  time  to  deal  wdth 
these  other  matters,  I  think  w’e  ought  to 
lay  down  the  principle  that  the  states  should 
deal  wdth  all  matters  of  civil  right  in  pro¬ 


perty,  and  that  w'e  should  not  break  in 
upon  that  rule  by  the  inclusion  of  these 
several  sub-clauses.  I  ask  hon.  members 
to  consider  the  matter  also  from  this  point 
of  view  :  that  persons  interested  in  the 
states  and  in  the  state  parliaments  might, 
if  these  reservations  are  made,  be  likely  to 
look  more  favourably  upon  this  scheme  of 
federation  than  they  wmuld  otherwise  do. 

Mr.  MACDONALD-PATERSON  :  I 
regret  that  I  am  unable  to  agree  w'ith  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Thynne.  The  laws  relating  to  bankruptcy, 
to  banking,  to  bills  of  exchange  and  pro 
missor^’-notes,  are  law^s  w’hich  we  would 
all  be  happy  to  see  upon  a  level  footing 
all  over  Australia.  I  unhesitatingly  say 
that  the  absence  of  uniformity  as  to  these 
several  matters  has  tended  very  much, 
especially  within  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty 
years,  to  clog  the  wdieels  of  commerce  and 
finance.  It  is  a  trouble,  for  instance,  to 
Victorian  capitalists  to  find  that  we  have 
in  Queensland  a  law  which  does  not  exist 
in  Victoria.  While  the  disparity  in  the 
law  is  not  of  much  moment,  still  it  is  these 
little  grains  of  sand  falling  in  betw^een 
the  wheels  of  commerce,  causing  hesitation 
in  investment  in  different  parts  of  Aus¬ 
tralia,  wliich  do  so  much  to  clog  the  whole 
machinery.  I  trust  hon.  members  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  maintain  a  uniformity  of  law 
in  these  respects. 

Sub-clause  agreed  to. 

Sub-clause  10.  The  status  in  the  coinuioir- 
wealth  of  foreign  corpomtions,  and  of  corpoi'a- 
tioiis  formed  in  any  state  or  part  of  the  commoii- 
w^ealth. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  AY c  have  agreed  to  sub¬ 
clause  13,  dealing  with  the  incorporation 
of  banks,  and  I  do  not  see  why  a  similar 
provision  .should  not  be  made  in  regard 
to  the  incorporation  of  companies.  Wliy 
should  they  not  be  under  the  control  c*f 
fecleml  officers  1  At  the  present  time  the 
law"  as  to  incorporation  is  different  in 
the  different  colonies,  and  the  result  is 
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extremely  unsatisfactory  in  many  cases.  I 
<Io  not  see  why  we  should  not  make  tlie 
same  provision  in  regard  to  the  incorpora¬ 
tion  of  companies  as  we  have  made  in  re- 
^rd  to  the  incorporation  of  banks.  We 
luigiit  introduce  at  the  commencement  of 
the  sub-clause  words  to  this  effect  :  “  The 
registration  or  incorporation  of  companies.’^ 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  do  not 
think  we  should.  There  are  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  different  corporations.  For  instance, 
there  are  municipal,  trading,  and  charit¬ 
able  corporations,  and  these  are  all  incor- 
poi'uted  in  different  ways  according  to  the 
law  obtaining  in  the  different  states. 

Mr.  Munro  :  But  as  to  trading  corpora¬ 
tions  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  is  some¬ 
times  difficult  to  say  what  is  a  trading  cor¬ 
poration.  AVhat  is  important,  however, 
is  that  there  should  be  a  uniform  law  for 
the  recognition  of  corporations.  Somestates 
might  require  an  elaborate  form,  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  heavy  fees,  and  certain  guaran¬ 
tees  as  to  the  stability  of  members,  while 
^inother  state  might  not  think  it  worth  its 
w’hile  to  take  so  much  trouble,  having  re¬ 
gard  to  its  different  circumstances.  I  think 
the  states  may  be  trusted  to  stipulate  how’ 
they  wdll  incorporate  companies,  although 
we  ought  to  have  some  general  law  in  re¬ 
gard  to  their  recognition. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  think  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro,  is 
worth  a  little  more  consideration  than  hon. 
nieml:)ers  seem  disposed  to  bestow  upon  it. 
W  e  know  w'hat  some  of  these  corporations 
are^  ^ndlthink  joint-stock  companies  might 
be  incorporated  upon  someuniform  method. 
In  South  Australia,  a  banking  company  is 
not  allowed  to  be  incorporated  under  the 
Companies  Act ;  still,  there  is  nothing  in 
Victoria  of  which  1  am  aware  to  prevent 
a  banking  company  from  being  registered 
there  as  a  limited  company  and  opening  a 
branch  in  South  Australia  a  few  days 
afterwards.  1  think  it  is  necessary,  there- 
[JTr.  Munro, 


fore,  to  have  some  uniform  law.  There  is 
nothing  in  which  the  public  should  liave 
more  conbdence  than  in  banks  which  are 
in  any  way  recognised  by  the  state ;  and 
I  think  w^e  should  have  some  uniform  sys¬ 
tem  of  incorporating  banks  jMany  com¬ 
panies,  although  doing  business  under 
different  names,  are,  in  reality,  banks. 

Mi-.  Munro  :  The  banks  are  incorporated 
under  the  Companies  Act  in  Victoria  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  You  can  establish 
financiiU  companies,  which  you  do  not  call 
banks,  but  which  answer  all  the  purposes 
of  banks.  We  have  provided  that  the 
federal  parliament  shall  legislate  as  to  the 
incorporation  of  banks;  but  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  the  incorporation  by  the  states 
themselves,  quite  apart  from  the  federal 
parliament,  of  trading  companies  which 
will  do  all  the  ordinary  business  of  banks. 
If  it  is  desirable  to  intrust  legislation  as 
to  the  incorporation  of  banks  to  the  federal 
government,  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  say  tliat  the  registration  of 
financial  companies  doing  all  the  business 
of  banks  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  Siime 
manner. 

Sub-clau.se  agreed  to. 

Sub-clause  21.  Tlie  service  and  execution  of 
the  civil  and  criminal  process  and  judgments  of 
the  courts  of  one  state  or  part  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  in  another  state,  or  part  of  the  common- 
w^ealth. 

Mr.  BAKER :  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  sub-clau.se  21  or  22  will  include 
the  recognition  in  one  colony  of  probate 
issued  in  another  colony  1  It  can  hardly 
be  called  a  civil  or  criminal  process  or  a 
judgment,  nor  can  it  be  called  a  public 
record  or  judicial  proceeding.  I  want  to 
know  if  this  point  has  been  considered  by 
the  sub  committee,  and  if  they  are  quite 
sure  that  probate  issued  in  one  colony  will 
be  recognised  in  another  colony  1  There 
is  at  present  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary 
expense  and  trouble  in  the  registration  of 
probates  and  letters  of  administration  issued 
by  one  colony  in  another  colony.  It  is  not 
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so  easy  a  question  as  at  first  siglit  it  appears, 
because  persons  often  die  possessed  of  [)ro- 
perty  in  more  than  one  colony. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  I  think 
timt  probate  of  a  will  must  be  regarded  as 
coining  under  the  heading  of  a  judicial 
proceeding.  It  is  the  official  recognition 
by  a  court  of  judicature  of  the  will  of  a 
person.  In  addition  to  that  there  is  the 
committal  of  the  administration  of  the 
estate  to  some  person.  I  do  not  think  we 
ought  to  interfere  with  that. 

!Mr.  BAKER  :  Supposing,  as  is  prob¬ 
able,  that  one  colony  passed  a  law  provid¬ 
ing  tliat  probate  and  succession  duties 
should  be  paid,  and  paid  only  on  the  pro¬ 
perty  in  that  colony,  and  that  is  universally 
recognised  by  the  other  colonies,  the  conse¬ 
quence  would  be  that  no  probate  or  succes¬ 
sion  duties  would  be  paid  in  other  colonies 
where  the  same  man  had  property.  That 
would  l>e  the  case  if  a  residentin  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  died  possessed  of  Broken  Hill  shares, 
and  the  probate  in  South  Australia  was  ipso 
facto  recognised  in  New  South  Wales. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  lliat  is  what  I  want  to 
obtain  information  about.  One  reason  why 
I  have  brought  this  matter  forward  is,  that 
in  South  Australia  last  session  a  probate 
and  succession  duty  bill  was  introduced, 
providing  for  two  distinct  principles.  In 
the  first  place,  if  a  man  died  after  being 
domiciled  in  South  Australia,  all  the  pro¬ 
perty  lie  had,  wherever  it  might  be  situ¬ 
ated,  was  to  pay  probate  and  succession 
duties  in  South  Australia.  Another  prin¬ 
ciple  was  also  sought  to  be  included,  that 
wa.s,  that  if  the  man  was  not  domiciled 
there,  and  held  property  in  South  Austra¬ 
lia,  that  property  should  also  pay  probate 
and  succession  duties.  I  only  point  this 
out  to  show  what  different  laws  may  be 
passed  by  the  various  colonies.  I  wish 
to  know  whether,  under  this  clause,  cases 
of  that  kind  will  bo  met?  It  seems  to  me 
that  they  will  not  be  met.  I  should  like 
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to  see  the  federal  parliament  authori.sed  to 
make  laws  concerning  probate  and  the 
issue  of  letters  of  admini.stration.  All 
those  difficulties  would  then  disappear. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think 
the  difficulty  the  hon.  member  suggests  is 
not  likely  to  arise.  This  is  a  clause  to 
enable  the  federal  parliament  to  make  a 
law  recognising  a  judicial  proceeding — 
that  is,  probate.  But  it  recognises  the 
probate  for  what  it  purports  to  be  ;  that 

is,  the  proof  of  the  w  ill  and  the  committal 
of  the  administration  of  the  property  in 
that  state  to  some  person.  The  committal 
of  the  administi-ation  of  the  property  in 
any  state  is  a  matter  for  that  state. 
Another  state  w  ill  recognise  the  probate ; 
but  they  do  not  necessarily  commit  the 
administration  to  the  same  person.  They 
will  i-ecognise  the  will  as  far  as  the  judicial 
proof  of  it  extends,  and  no  further.  With 
respect  to  succession  duties,  the  court  re¬ 
cognises  the  revenue  law-  as  a  law,  but  it 
only  applies  w  ithin  the  state  wdiich  made 

it.  That  question  has  never  come  into 
contest.  But  so  far  as  a  revenue  law  might 
be  in  force  in  South  Australia,  providing 
that  certain  probate  and  succession  duties 
should  be  payable  there,  no  court  would 
recognise  that  as  creating  an  obligation  to 
pay  duties  in  Victoria  and  New’  South  Wales. 

I  do  not  think  this  wdll  enable  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  common w^ealth  to  require  cem- 
mittal  of  the  administration  of  an  estate 
in  one  state  to  the  same  person  to  wdiich 
it  has  been  committed  else w  here,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  is  intended  to  go  so  far. 

!Mr.  BAKER  :  If  that  is  the  state  of 
the  case  the  same  results  will  continue  as 
accrue  at  the  pi'esent  time,  that  is  to  say, 
if  a  person  dies  having  property  in  differ¬ 
ent  colonies  his  successors  will  have  to  go 
to  the  expense  and  trouble  of  obtaining 
administration  of  the  estate  in  all  the 
colonies.  That  is  an  unnecessary  expense 
and  trouble  which  might  be  done  aw^ay 
w'ith  under  a  federal  form  of  government. 
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Mr.  CLARK  :  I  think  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  does  not  see  the  full  cAecb  of  this 
clause.  I  take  it  that  tliis  ^vill  enable 
the  federal  parliament  to  do  what  all  the 
colonies  can  now  do  conjointly,  and  wliat 
several  of  them  have  done.  Tasmania, 
New  Zealand,  and  Queensland  have  passed 
intercolonial  probate  acts  whereby  the  pro¬ 
bates  issued  in  any  of  those  colonies  can 
be  received  and  registered  in  the  courts  of 
the  other  colonies.  It  required  the  action 
of  the  several  legislatures  to  do  that.  This 
sub-clause  will  enable  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  to  do  that  in  one  act  for  all  the 
colonics.  I  take  it  that  is  the  intention 
of  the  clause. 

Sub-clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  I  desire  to  propose 
a  new  clause,  to  follow  sub- clause  22,  as 
follows: — 

The  estiiblishmeiit  of  courts  of  conciliation  aiul 
arbitration,  having  jurisdiction  throughout  tlie 
commonwealth,  for  the  settlement  of  industrial 
disputes. 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  question  at 
any  length,  but  I  think  in  view  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  recent  industrial  disturb¬ 
ances  which  have  affected  Australia  and 
the  whole  of  the  civilised  world,  it  is  de¬ 
sirable,  when  we  are  framing  this  federal 
constitution,  that  we  should  at  least  con¬ 
sider  whether  we  cannot  do  something  in 
the  way  of  avoiding  diflicul ties  of  the  char¬ 
acter  to  which  I  have  referred.  I  am  not 
in  favour  of  conferring  unneces.sarily  any 
powers  on  the  federal  parliament.  I  have 
hitherto  seized  various  opportunities  for 
advocating  the  expediency  of  leaving  the 
settlement  of  matters  of  purely  local  con¬ 
cern  to  the  local  legislatures.  Rut  w’e  can¬ 
not  avoid  recognising  this  fact — that  in 
disputes  of  the  magnitude  to  which  I  refer, 
which  affect  not  only  one,  but  all  the  Austra¬ 
lian  colonies,  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  any 
local  legislature  to  constitute  a  tribunal  com¬ 
petent  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the  ques¬ 
tion.  The  adoption  of  the  amendment 
which  I  nowindicate  willnot  in  thesliglitest 
[J/r.  BaJeer, 


degree  interfere  with  the  powers  which 
are  at  present  possessed  by  the  various 
state  legislatures  to  legislate  within  their 
state  limits.  It  seems  to  me  that  tliere 
is  only  one  way  out  of  this  industrial  dif¬ 
ficulty  which  will  commend  itself  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  general  community.  It 
is  impossible,  having  regard  to  the  dis¬ 
astrous  etiects  which  are  occasioned  to 
society  generally,  to  leave  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties  to  fight  the  matter  out  to  the 
bitter  end,  and  the  only  means  which 
occur  to  me  by  w  hich  some  good  can  be 
done  is  tlie  appointment  of  a  tribumil 
qualified  to  investigate  the  matters  in 
dispute,  to  i-econcile  the  parties  if  pos¬ 
sible,  or,  if  such  a  course  be  impos.sible,  to 
pronounce  an  aw^ard  which  will  fix  what, 
according  to  the  decision  of  the  court,  is 
right  and  proper  to  be  done,  and  will  carry 
with  its  pronouncement  the  means  of  its 
enforcement.  Conciliation  and  arbitration 
therefore  seem  to  me  the  only  means  of 
doing  anything  towards  the  settlement  of 
the  didiculties  to  which  I  refer.  Hon. 
delegates  wull  recognise  that  courts  liaving 
competent  jurisdiction  cannot  be  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  local  legislatures.  I  w’ould 
therefore  ask  the  Convention  to  assist  me 
in  procuring  the  insertion  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  wdiich  I  am  moving,  w  hich  will  simply 
give  the  federal  parliament  the  powder  to 
deal  with  a  most  momentous  question  in  a 
w*ay  which  I  trust  will  commend  itself  to 
llie  good  sense  of  this  Convention. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  If  the 
court  is  to  have  jurisdiction  throughout  the 
commonwealth,  surely  it  will  be  a  federal 
court.  That  being,  so,  tlic  amendment 
ought  to  be  inserted  in  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  deals  with  tlie  federal  judiciary. 
If  it  is  intended  to  empower  the  states  to 
establish  such  courts,  they  can  do  it  already. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  It  is  not ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  We  could 
have  provided  for  all  the  judicial  powders 
in  this  section  if  we  had  wished  to  do  so. 
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If  it  i.s  ilebirecl  that  the  couimonwealth 
hliould  have  power  to  establish  sucli  a 
court  as  the  lion,  nieinber  suggests,  upon 
which  I  do  not  now  express  any  opinion, 
lirovision  ought  to  bo  made  for  it  in  the 
part  of  tlie  bill  which  deals  with  the 
judiciary. 

]Mr,  X1XG8TOX  :  1  am  very  desirous 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  responsible  for  the  form  of  the 
bill,  as  regards  the  moving  of  the  amend¬ 
ment,  though  I  do  think  there  is  much  to 
be  said  in  favour  of  proceeding  with  the 
discu.ssion  of  the  question  at  the  present 
time ;  because,  in  the  natural  order  of 
thing.s,  it  will  hardly  be  proposed  to  confer 
upon  the  ordinary  federal  judicature  tlie 
powers  which  could  be  only  properly  exer¬ 
cisable  by  a  commercial  tribunal  such  as 
that  which  it  is  projiosed  by  the  amend¬ 
ment  to  establish.  1  might  also  emphasise 
the  fact  that  this  is  simply  a  proposal  to 
confer  upon  the  federal  parliament  power 
to  legislate  with  reference  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  these  courts,  and  though  no  doubt 
the  terms  of  the  amendment  sliow  that  a 
federal  court  having  jurisdiction  to  deal 
with  the  entire  commonwealth  is  contem¬ 
plated,  it  may  be  contended  that  will  hardly 
be  a  federal  court  in  the  ordinary  accepta¬ 
tion  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  sub¬ 
sequent  portion  of  the  act  dealing  with  the 
establisliment  of  a  federal  judicature.  How¬ 
ever,  as  I  understand  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  much  prefers  that  the  amendment 
should  be  deferred  to  a  subsequent  stage, 

I  shall  be  hap|>y  to  meet  his  wishes  and 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sub-clause  23.  Immigration  and  cmigrati«  ii. 

Colonel  S^IITH  :  I  .should  like  to  ask 
iSir  Samuel  Grillitli,  the  exact  meaning  of 
those  two  words,  “immigration’’  and 
“emigration’’?  The  colony  which  I  re¬ 
present  objects  to  immigration  unless  the 
immigrants  come  at  their  own  expense. 
For  many  years  wc  have  abandoned  the 


system  of  assisted  immigration.  I  should 
like  to  know,  therefoie,  if  power  is  to  be 
conferred  upon  the  dominion  parliament 
to  override  the  local  parliament  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  tliis  matter? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Tliewordsr 
as  tliey  stand  are  as  general  as  they  can  l^e, 
and  should  be  read  \vitli  the  introduction; 

Tlie  parliament  shall,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  tins  constitution,  have  full  power  and  aui* 
tliority  to  make  all  such  laws  as  it  thinks  neces— 
Siiry  ....  with  respect  to  immigration 
ami  emigration. 

That  is  wide  enough. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Ratlier  too  wide  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  It  will 
enable  them  to  keep  out  Chinese,  Hindoos^ 
or  other  aliens — even  English,  if  nece.’v- 
saiy.  It  will  enable  them  to  impose  con¬ 
ditions,  if  found  necessary,  such  as  America 
lias  imposed  to  prevent  pauper  and  other 
undesirable  immigration.  It  may  under 
some  circuni.stances  be  a  very  useful  pro¬ 
vision. 

Sub-clause  agreed  to. 

Sub-clause  27.  River  navigation  with  respect; 
to  the  coniinoii  purposes  of  two  or  moi*e  states 
or  jKvrts  of  the  coiniiionwealth. 

iMr.  McMILLAX  :  This  is  a  sub  section 
that  I  think  requires  some  kind  of  elabora¬ 
tion,  which  probably  tho.se  who  liave  drawn 
the  bill  may  be  able  to  undertake.  The 
sub-section  means  more  than  the  river 
navigation.  We  want  the  control  of  the 
rivers  as  regards  the  use  of  the  water, 
and,  furthermore,  it  is  nece.ssary  to  have 
.some  control  over  tlie  tributaries.  As 
we  know  in  connection  with  the  Murray, 
there  may  be  tributary  streams  to  check 
the  flow  of  water  from  which  might  liave 
such  an  effect  as  to  render  the  river 
uselesa  It  seems  to  me — although  I  do 
not  propose  now  to  indicate  any  actual 
amendment — that  there  ought  to  be  some 
general  powers  witli  regard  to  the 
control  of  tlie  river,  not  merely  for  navi¬ 
gation  purposes,  but  also  for  purposes  of 
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irrigation  and  the  conservation  of  the 
'svater.  That  I  look  upon  as  one  of  the 
most  important  matters  in  connection  with 
tlie  wliole  scheme  of  federation.  We  have 
large  rivers  which  are  absolutely  essential 
to  future  schemes  of  irrigation  and  the 
conservation  of  water.  These  run  through 
different  colonies,  and  if  economically  man¬ 
aged  by  one  power,  equitably  dealing  with 
all  the  rights  of  the  different  states,  they 
may  be  great  sources  of  wealthin  the  future. 
Consequently,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  clause 
ought  to  be  introduced  into  the  bill  which 
will  give  the  central  government  general 
powers  to  deal  in  some  equitable  way  with 
the  different  rights  of  different  states,  and 
with  the  general  conservation  of  all  rights 
wdth  regard  to  these  rivers. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 
member’s  observations  certainly  demand 
attention.  The  subject  was  considered 
j)retty  fully  by  the  committee,  and  a  form 
of  words  which  was  suggested,  and  which 
at  one  time  we  were  disposed  to  adopt, 
w'as,  if  I  remember  rightly,  “  river  naviga¬ 
tion  and  the  conservation  of  water,  with  re- 
sj)ect  to  any  purposes,  etc.’’  I  think  my.self 
that  it  would  be  an  improvement  to  have 
these  words.  The  delegates  for  colonies 
bordering  on  great  inland  rivers,  however, 
know  more  about  the  subject  than  I  do. 
I  move  : 

That,  inline  1,  after  the  word  navigation” 
the  words  “and  conservation  of  water”  be  m- 
serted. 

Mr.  CuTiiBERT  :  And  distribution  ! 

Mr.  Deakin  :  That  would  belong  to  the 
state.s ! 

Air.  GILLIES  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
whether  the  meaning  of  the  amendment  is 
to  give  to  the  federal  parliament  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  conservation  of  water  ] 

Mr.  Deakin  :  It  is  only  “  with  respect 
to  the  common  purposes  of  two  or  more 
states  ”  ! 

Air.  GILLIES  :  The  question  of  the 
conservation  of  water  would  scarcely  be 
[Mr.  McMillan. 


rai.secl  between  two  states.  Any  question 
as  to  local  conservation,  liowever,  might 
be  seriously  affected  by  the  legislation  of 
the  federal  parliament  with  respect  to 
conservation.  The  control  of  water  con¬ 
servation  belongs  to  the  individual  states, 
and  they  undertake  it  ;  but  if  there  were 
legislation  with  respect  to  conservation 
generally  that  would  affect  the  tributaries 
of  any  particular  river,  I  am  afraid  that 
we  should  get  too  deep  into  the  subject, 
and  that  there  would  be  trouble.  Some 
of  the  colonies  deeply  interested  in  water 
conservation  might  decline  to  join  this 
federation  if  they  thought  that  the  whole 
of  their  conservation  schemes  might  be  in¬ 
terfered  with  by  the  federal  parliament.  I 
think  it  should  be  made  perfectly  clear  that 
their  schemes  will  not  be  interfered  with. 

Air.  DEAKiy  :  It  does  not  apply  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  I  would  suggest  to  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  that  he 
should  withdraw  the  amendment.  Surely 
it  is  not  intended  to  transfer  to  the  federal 
parliament  the  power  of  legislation  for  the 
purposes  of  the  commonwealth  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  general  conservation  of  water. 
That  is  a  matter  for  the  taking  away  of 
which  from  tlie  individual  states  there  is 
no  reason  whatever.  Alatters  relating  to 
irrigation  and  so  on,  which  are  intimately 
connected  with  property  and  civil  rights, 
and  which  we  are  all  prepared  to  leave  to 
the  several  states,  ought  certainly  not  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  federation.  I  can  see 
no  reason  w'hy  control  witli  respect  to 
these  matters  should  be  transferred  from 
the  states  to  the  conimomvealth,  and  I 
think  that  the  idea  of  the  commonwealth 
being  given  power  to  take  over  control 
with  regard  to  them  will  cause  very  great 
alarm.  I  trust  that  the  amendment  will  be 
withdrawn. 

Air.  PLAYFORD:  What  I  understand 
the  amendment  to  mean  is  that,  supposing 
by  any  water  conservation  at  the  source  of 
a  river,  navigation  on  that  river  might  be 
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stopped,  the  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  would  have  power  to  step  in  and 
-conserve  the  rights  of  the  states  which 
were  injuriously  affected.  I  think  that  the 
•clause  will  give  full  effect  to  this  intention 
without  putting  in  the  words  and  con¬ 
servation  ”  at  all.  Con.servabion  on  the 
upper  branches  of  the  river  Murray  might 
tend  in  the  future  to  make  that  stream 
iinnavigable,  since  the  water  taken  for 
irrigation  might  never  find  its  way  back 
to  it,  and  what  we  are  now  proposing  to 
•do  is,  I  understand,  to  give  over  to  the 
dominion  parliament  the  charge  of  the 
navigable  rivers,  and,  therefore,  the  con¬ 
servation  of  the  interests  of  tho.se  colonies 
which  require  to  have  the  rivers  kept  open. 

Mr.  McMILLAX  :  As  I  see  by  sub- 
•clause  29  matters  generally  may  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  federal  parliament,  this  inat- 
'ter  might  probably,  I  think,  be  referred 
l>y  the  states  concerned  to  the  parliament. 
No  doubt  if  the  amendment  were  carried 
it  w^ould  place  a  very  large  power,  which 
might  be  abu.sed,  in  the  hands  of  the  fede¬ 
ral  parliament,  and  which  would  cause 
irritation  in  the  different  local  parliaments. 
I  tberefere  urge  my  hon.  friend  to  with¬ 
draw  the  amendment,  and  leave  the  matter 
to  be  settled  under  sub-clause  29. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  moved 
the  amendment,  because  it  was  suggested 
in  the  committee,  and  I  knew  that  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  committee  would  be  familiar 
with  it.  I  admit  that  I  do  not  like  the 
term  myself.  The  hon.  member,  !Mr.  Bird, 
has  suggested  another  expre.ssion  which  I 
think  it  would  be  a  great  improvement  to 
use;  that  is,  the  words  “navigiltion  and 
use.’^  South  Australia,  Victoria,  and  New 
South  Wales  are,  however,  more  interested 
in  this  matter  than  is  the  colony  which  I 
represent,  and  their  delegates  will  know 
more  about  it. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  I  am  afraid  of  inserting 
words  which  might  be  so  wide  in  their 
meaning  as  to  cause  trouble  1 


Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  There  was 
not  a  single  line  in  this  clause  which  gave 
the  committee  so  much  trouble  as  this 
did,  and  the  result  of  all  our  trouble, 
which  was  very  great,  is  the  phrase  before 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  DEAKIX  :  It  may  be  as  well  to 
j)oint  out  one  circumstance  in  connection 
with  this  matter — namely,  that  conser¬ 
vation  may  be  absolutely  essential  to  navi¬ 
gation,  and  it  may,  therefore,  be  taken 
to  that  extent  to  be  implied  in  the  words 
already  used.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  even 
upon  the  magnificent  streams  of  America, 
steps  are  now  being  taken  to  conserve 
water  at  the  heads  of  the  rivers  to  pre¬ 
serve  a  regular  flow  in  the  summer  sea¬ 
son.  The  idea  that  the  hon.  member,  ]\Ir. 
Phiyford,  had  in  his  mind  is,  therefore, 
so  far,  provided  for  in  the  clause  as  it 
stands.  For  my  own  part,  I  think  that 
some  such  words  as  those  suggested  by 
the  bon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  would 
be  very  advantageously  added  in  this  place. 
The  introduction  of  the  word  ^‘conser¬ 
vation  ”  would  have  permitted  the  con¬ 
servation  of  water  for  the  purpose  of 
irrigation. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Leave  that  to  the  states! 

Mr.  DEAKIX  :  It  may  very  well  be 
left  to  the  states  ;  but  it  is  an  indisputable 
fact  that  water  conservation  will  be  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  the  fiitui'e  of  one  or  two 
of  the  states,  and  it  will  be  a  matter  of 
great  difticulty  for  them  to  cope  with  all 
the  difliculties  of  the  question  by  any  of 
the  legislative  powers  w’hich  they  now  pos¬ 
sess.  Each  state  can  legislate  within  its 
own  borders  ;  but  that  is  a  different  thing 
from  passing  a  measure  wdiich  will  exactly 
dovetail  in  with  the  legislation  of  another 
colony,  so  as  to  permit  of  joint  action  and 
joint  responsibility.  If  the  matter  cannot 
be  dealt  with  by  its  reference  to  the  federal 
parliament,  what  ought  to  be  a  national 
question  will  become  a  local  question  ; 
whereas  if  you  introduced  the  words  sug- 
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gestecl,  you  would  enable  all  tliese  issues 
to  be  dealt  with  federally  as  occasion  arose. 

Mr.  MclMILLAN  :  Witli  respect  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin, 
suppose  there  were  an  extensive  scheme  of 
locking  these  rivers  for  the  purpose  of 
navigation,  ^YOuld  that  be  covered  by  the 
.sub-section  ? 

Mr.  Deakin  :  It  depends  on  whether  it 
is  for  the  common  purposes  of  two  or  more 
states  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  Perhaps  the  best 
thing  to  do  would  be  to  allow  the  sub¬ 
clause  to  pass  as  it  stands,  and  to  consider 
very  carefully  the  wdiole  question,  wdih  a 
view  to  the  adoption  of  some  amendment 
afterwards.  It  is  a  very  dillicult  matter 
to  deal  with,  and  I  do  not  think  it  can  be 
dealt  with  off-hand  at  the  pi*esent  moment. 
The  best  thing  to  do  Avould  be,  taking  note 
of  the  debate,  to  allow  the  sub-clause  to  pass 
as  it  stands,  and,  perhaps  to  introduce  an¬ 
other  sub-clause  afterwards. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  1  may  state  that 
the  Pinance  Committee  recommended,  on 
this  point,  as  follows  : — 

That  tlie  federal  government  should  he  eni- 
powere<l  to  legislate  on  the  following  s\d)jects  : — 
Intercolonial  rivers,  and  the  navigation  thereof. 

We  felt, and  it  is  clear  from  wliat  has  been 
stated  that  most  lion,  members  feel,  that 
there  issomething  more  than  the  navigation 
of  the  rivers  with  which  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  ought  to  be  empowered  to  deal.  The 
words  I  have  quoted,  however,  did  not  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  Constitution  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  consequently  they  were  aban¬ 
doned.  Still  the  Finance  Committee  were 
strongly  impre.ssed  with  the  idea  that  there 
was  something  besides  the  navigation  of  the 
rivers  which  required  to  be  controlled  by 
the  federal  parliament. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  TnGnitely  more  important 
than  navigation  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  It  is  tiaie,  as  has 
been  pointed  out  by  the  lion,  member,  Mr. 
Deakin,  that  by  leaving  tlie  words  as  they 
[J/r.  Deakin, 


stand,  you  may  do  more  than  is  intended 
and  may  prevent  people  taking  water  from 
a  river  at  all  by  saying  that  it  is  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  The  subject 
is  a  very  important  one ;  and  it  will  re¬ 
quire  most  careful  Yonsideratiou  before  it 
is  finally  dealt  with. 

Amendment,  by  leave,'*withdrawn. 

Sub-clause  agreed  to. 

Sub-clause  28.  The  control  of  railways  with 
respect  to  transport  for  the  purposes  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  move  : 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the  sub¬ 
clause  : —  “and  the  regulation  of  traffic  .and 
tniffio  charges  upon  railways  in  any  state  in  all 
cases  in  which  such  regulations  .are  required  for 
freedom  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  to  prevent 
any  undue  preference  to  any  particular  locality 
within  the  commonwealth  or  to  any  description 
of  traffic.” 

The  amendment  attempts  to  meet  a  patent 
difficulty  which,  if  not  met,  may  upset  the 
w  hole  of  the  com  mercial  ad  van  tagesof  feder¬ 
ation.  If,  notwithstanding  intercolonial 
free  trade,  it  is  possible  for  any  colony  to  run 
a  competitiv^e  line  which  will  deprive  an  ad¬ 
joining  colony  of  the  advantages  of  its  posi¬ 
tion,  then  intercolonial  free  trade  is  a  mere 
fiction,  so  far  as  the  colony  which  is  de¬ 
prived  of  its  geographical  position  is  con¬ 
cerned.  We  must  ceHainly  liave  some  power 
ill  the  federal  parliament  to  regulate  clilFer- 
eiitial  rates  on  competitive  lines,  that  is  to 
.say,  upon  lines  open  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  competition. 

Mr.  Barton  :  Will  not  sub-clause  12, 
chapter  iv,  meet  the  <lifticulty  ? 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  tliink  not.  At  any 
rate,  it  is  open  to  doubt  whether  it  will  or 
not.  If  we  mean  to  do  tliis,  why  should 
we  not  say  so  specifically  ?  It  is  possible 
that  sub  clause  12  of  chapter  iv  may  meet 
the  difficulty  ;  but  the  matter  would  have 
to  be  left  pretty  much  to  the  interprehi- 
tion  of  the  law  courts  to  give  it  that  dis¬ 
tinct  application,  and  the  constitution  will 
be  sufficiently  legalistic  as  it  is  without  rely¬ 
ing  too  much  upon  the  interpretation  which 
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tlie  courts  of  law  will  place  upon  the  general 
words.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  an  im¬ 
portant  matter;  it  certainly  is  important  to 
some  of  the  colonies.  If  we  mean  it,  we 
had  better  say  so,  and  if  we  do  not  mean 
it,  we  had  better  say  we  do  not  mean  it, 
so  that  the  colonies  may  fairly  understand 
the  terms  upon  which  they  come  into  the 
federation,  and  so  that  they  may  under¬ 
stand  the  dangers  they  may  have  to  face, 
and  the  contingencies  which  may  exist  in 
tlie  commonwealth.  The  amendment  em¬ 
braces  a  large  proposition,  and  it  may  be 
possible  to  cut  it  down  to  meet  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  tlie  case.  I  have,  however,  made 
it  as  large  as  possible,  and  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  made  as  large  as  possible  to  cover 
what  is  required.  I  hope  that  it,  or  some 
amendment  of  it,  will  meet  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Convention. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  should 
like  to  ask  who  is  to  be  the  judge  as  to 
'whether  the  charges  were  required  or  not? 

Mr.  Gordon  :  Parliament  of  coui-se  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Then  all 
the  words  of  limitation  are  mere  sui*plu- 
sage.  If  the  regulation  of  traffic  charges 
is  to  be  made  in  all  such  cases  as  parlia¬ 
ment  thinks  necessary  for  certain  purposes, 
we  may  as  well  leave  out  the  words  of 
limitation  altogetlier  and  say,  ‘Hhe  regula¬ 
tion  of  traffic  charges  upon  railways.'^ 

Mr.  Gordon  :  They  are  not  fedei-al 
traffic  charges,  but  state  charges  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Exactly, 
they  are  for  a  limited  purpose.  If  par¬ 
liament  is  to  be  the  absolute  judge,  wliat  is 
the  use  of  the  words  of  limitation  ? 

Mr.  McMILLAX  :  I  think  it  is  as  well 
to  face  this  question  at  once.  I  do  not 
think  the  parliaments  of  the  countr}^  under 
existing  circumstances  would  bind  them¬ 
selves  to  absolutely  do  away  with  differen¬ 
tial  rates  at  the  present  moment.  There 
may  be  a  great  many  contingencies  to  bring 
about  differential  rates.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
question  of  free-trade  between  the  colonies 


is  bound  up  with  that  of  the  differential 
rates.  We  may  have  keen  competition  be¬ 
tween  the  different  colonies  in  the  way  of 
carrying  on  their  respective  busine.sses,  and 
at  the  same  time  ■we  may  have  free-trade 
across  the  borders  as  far  as  customs  duties 
are  concerned.  I  ■will  take  a  case.  Sup¬ 
posing  the  central  power  has  the  right  to 
the  navigation  of  the  rivers,  and  suppos- 
t)y  a  further  j>ower  we  may  give  them, 
they  have  the  right  to  lock  them  and  to 
create  a  large  traffic  in  a  certain  direction 
away,  say,  from  New  South  Wales;  and 
supposing  New  South  Wales  had  spentsome 
millions  of  money  in  constructing  a  rail¬ 
way  right  to  the  edge  of  those  rivers.  Do 
you  mean  to  say  we  are  bound  to  accept  any 
regulations  on  two  totally  distinct  matters 
— the  regulation  of  the  river  traffic  and 
the  regulation  of  the  i*ailway  traffic — both 
from  the  central  government,  although 
there  may  have  been  millions  of  money 
spent  upon  the  one  and  very  little  money 
spent  upon  the  other,  or  vice  vey'sa  ?  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  are  to  allow  any¬ 
thing  like  this  at  all  it  must  be  in  regard  to 
the  taking  over  of  the  whole  of  the  raihv’ay 
systems,  the  unification  of  the  milway  sys¬ 
tems  of  the  colonies;  but  we  have  not  got  so 
far,  and  it  would  be  very  dangerous  for  us 
to  get  so  far.  Starting,  as  wc  did,  at  the 
early  stage  of  our  proceedings,  with  an 
anxiety  to  give  very  little  to  the  central 
government,  we  are  now,  it  seems  to  me, 
running  the  danger  of  giving  too  much 
and  leaving  too  little  for  that  central  go- 
v^ernment  to  do  in  the  evolution  of  its 
political  life.  As  far  as  mil  ways  are 
concerned,  and  speaking  with  regard  to 
the  debt  too,  some  hon.  delegates  seem 
to  imagine  that  the  two  matters  are 
absolutely  intertwined  with  one  another. 

I  may  say  to  those  delegates  who  seem  to 
me  to  be  a  little  misty  in  their  vdew  of 
this  question,  tliat  you  may  have  a  con¬ 
solidation  of  all  the  debts  of  the  colonies 
under  the  central  power,  and  you  need 
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not  necessarily  Lave  anything  to  do  with 
the  particular  assets  which  make  up  those 
debts.  Well,  if  the  states  are  liable  for 
their  debts  and  for  the  interest  on  those 
debts,  and  if  they  are,  as  it  seems  to  me 
they  must  be  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
authority  for  deciding  where  their  lines  of 
railway  should  run,  you  cannot,  at  any 
rate  at  the  present  stage  of  our  Australian 
existence,  where  the  conditions  are  so  very 
ditferent  in  the  various  colonies,  attempt 
to  take  away  the  control  of  those  railways. 
And  if  you  do  not  take  the  control  of  the 
railways,  each  railsvay  system  must  be  go¬ 
verned  according  to  the  particular  con¬ 
ditions  that  surround  it.  Personally,  as 
a  matter  of  principle  or  theory,  I  should 
like  to  see  the  abolition  of  differential 
rates,  when  the  time  comes  when  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  abolish  them,  and  to  have  a  mile¬ 
age  system  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
continent ;  but  w'e  are  dealing  with  each 
state  at  the  present  moment  on  the  supposi¬ 
tion  that  each  state  retains  its  own  railway 
system,  and  has  to  pay  the  interest  upon 
the  debt  incurred  in  bringing  the  rail¬ 
ways  into  existence.  Consequently  if  the 
experts  of  those  railway  systems  say  that, 
ill  view  of  river  navigation,  of  competing 
colonie.s,  and  of  steamers  going  along  our 
coasts,  they  must  have  some  system  of 
differential  rates  in  order  to  secure  a 
general  result,  it  would  be  madness  on 
our  part  to  introduce  any  hard  and  fast 
principle  in  this  constitution  which  would 
practically  override  the  opinions  of  the  rail¬ 
way  experts  of  the  different  colonies.  It 
seems  to  me  that  these  are  matters  which 
it  is  far  better  for  us  to  leave  to  the  general 
evolution  of  things,  wdiich  will  come  about 
in  due  time,  than  to  deal  with  them  by  this 
general  sub-clause  introduced  into  these 
powers  by  which  certain  things  can  he  rele¬ 
gated  by  the  different  parliaments  to  the 
central  parliament.  A  great  deal  that  we 
are  trying  to  introduce  now  will,  no  doubt, 
be  ultimately  carried  out. 

[Mr,  McMillan, 


Mr.  BIRD  :  I  quite  agree  with  a  great 
deal  of  wdiat  has  fallen  from  the  hoiu 
member  who  last  spoke  ;  but  I  think  it 
should  go  without  saying  tJiat  if  the  states 
are  to  keep  their  railways  in  their  own 
possession  they  should  have  control  of  the 
tariff  of  those  railways;  and  if  we  adopt 
the  amendment  ]iow  before  us,  it  would 
necessitate  the  adoption  of  a  similar  re¬ 
striction  with  regard  to  other  state  action. 
For  instance,  it  might  be  that  a  state  w'ould 
own  or  charter  a  fleet  of  steanier.s,  and  lay 
them  on  to  the  ports  of  some  neighbouring 
colony  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
traffic  from  those  ports  to  ports  of  its 
own,  and  thus  bring  about  the  very  thing 
which  it  is  feared  by  the  hon.  member, 
Air.  Gordon,  would  be  brought  about  by 
differential  railway  rates  ;  so  that  if  we 
adopted  the  hon.  members  proposal  we 
should  be  compelled  to  prevent  the  states 
not  only  fi-om  imposing  differential  rail¬ 
way  rates,  but  also  from  taking  action  in 
regard  to  any  other  mode  of  communica¬ 
tion  by  which  the  same  result  would  be 
brought  about.  I  think  we  should  reject 
the  amendment,  and  leave  the  states  en¬ 
tirely  free  to  regulate  their  own  railway 
traffic  so  long  as  the  railways  are  in  their 
own  hands. 

Dr.  COCK  BURN  :  From  another  as¬ 
pect  of  the  case,  I  think  arguments  can 
be  advanced  in  favour  of  the  amendment 
of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gordon.  I  think 
free-trade  is  bound  up  with  the  question  of 
differential  rates.  A  remission  of  railway 
rates  on  the  manufactures  of  any  state  might 
be  equivalent  to  a  bonus  given  to  the  manu- 
facturei*s.  Take  the  case  of  two  adjoining 
states,  in  one  of  which  manufactures  are 
established,  and  a  large  capital  invested  in 
tliem,  whereas  in  the  other  manufactures 
are  just  in  their  struggling  infancy.  The 
tendency  is  for  the  large  manufacturers  to 
attempt,  hy  underselling,  to  crush  out  the 
smaller  manufacturers,  and  if  the  state,  by 
making  large  lemissions  in  the  railway 
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rates,  are  allowed  to  carry  tlio  products  of 
the  riianufacturersof  the  one  state,  so  that 
they  will  bo  practically  free  from  charge, 
it  is  equivalent  to  giving  a  bonus  to  the 
manufacturers,  and  diminishes  that  actual 
protection  which  free-trade  always  ac¬ 
knowledges  is  due  to  mileage.  This  prin¬ 
ciple  is  protection  in  the  best  possible  way 
commercially.  Unless  we  abolish  the  possi¬ 
bility  ofdiffereiitial  rates,  we  might  destroy 
the  only  protection  which  acts  through 
mileage  against  distant  manufacturers.  I 
think  that  free-trade  without  disallowing 
differential  rates,  will  fall  short  of  its  object, 
and  will  tend  in  an  indirect  way  to  bring 
about  the  granting  of  bounties  by  states. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  If  the  contention  of 
the  hon.  member.  Dr.  Cockburn,  be  cor¬ 
rect,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  his 
hon.  colleague  to  move  this  amendment. 
If,  as  he  contends,  any  differential  rates  are 
equivalent  to  an  interference  with  freedom 
of  trade,  there  can  be  no  question  that 
clause  12  of  chapter  iv  does  definitively 
and  absolutely  prohibit  any  such  inter¬ 
ference.  For  my  own  part,  taking  sub¬ 
clause  1  of  clause  52,  which  w  e  have  })assed, 
together  with  the  clause  which  we  are  ap¬ 
proaching,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  a 
very  strong  case  could  be  made  out  under 
the  bill  as  it  stands  for  arguing  that  the 
authority  is  already  vested,  in  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  to  deal  with  the  case  the  hon. 
member  proposes.  The  argument,  how*^- 
ever,  which  he  might  fairly  urge  is,  that 
on  a  question  of  this  delicate  and  difficult 
nature  it  is  very  desirable  that  there  should 
be  no  possible  room  for  doubt,  and  that  the 
hon.  member,  the  chairman  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  Committee,  has  already  indicated  there 
is  doubt  in  his  mind  as  to  the  sufficiency 
of  the  present  provisions.  Under  these 
circumstances,  following  his  colleague’s 
argument,  I  would  suggest  to  the  hon. 
member  that  any  amendment  made  would 
come  very  much  better  in  clause  12,  chap¬ 
ter  IV.  If,  for  instance,  it  read  that  ‘‘  the 


parliament  of  the  commonwealth  may  make 
laws  prohibiting  or  annulling  any  law  or 
regulation  or  differential  rates  made  by  any 
state  or  authority  constituted  by  any  state,” 
it  then  appears  to  me  that  he  would  be  tak¬ 
ing  as  absolute  a  powder  as  he  could  desire. 
The  only  question  is  whether  that  power 
would  not  be  too  absolute.  I  do  not  sup¬ 
pose  that  any  one  can  dispute  the  argument 
of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  that 
the  imposition  of  differential  rates  under 
many  circumstances  w’ould  be  perfectly 
legitimate.  There  can  be  no  desire  to  in¬ 
terfere  with,  them,  and  there  should  be  no 
authority  in  the  common w'ealth  to  interfere 
with  them,  e.vcept,  in  so  far  as  their  action 
interfered  wdth  the  federal  principle.  But, 
that  would  need  a  mucli  narrower  and  clo.ser 
definition  than  the  amendment,  wdiicli  does 
not  err  either  in  its  explicitness  or  scope. 
It  embraces  all  the  hon.  member  desires, 
but  also  a  good  deal  more  than  is  neces¬ 
sary,  and,  if  moved  in  the  form  he  ]ia.s 
adopted,  might  give  rise  to  a  good  deal  of 
doubt  and  suspicion  in  tlie  .several  parlia¬ 
ments.  Sympathising  with  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  and  with  the  end  he  has  in  view,  I 
question  w'hetli^^r  this  wdde  amendment,  if 
accepted  by  the  Convention,  would  be  ac¬ 
cepted  by  tlie  parliaments  of  the  different 
colonies. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  suggest  to  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Gordon,  that  if  he  ham¬ 
pers  the  states  in  their  control  over  their 
owm  raihvays,  he  wdll  certainly  interfere 
very  materially  with  wffiat  may  hereafter  be, 
in  their  wisdom,  considered  a  proper  and 
w  ise  policy,  namely,  the  leasing  of  those 
railways.  If  any  of  the  states  determine  to 
lease  their  railways,  surely  the  imposition 
now  of  conditions  wdiich  might  affect  the 
terms  which  could  be  obtained  under  such 
leasing  \vould  be  a  very  serious  infliction 
upon  those  states.  I  appiehend  that  unless 
the  Convention  see  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  some  restriction  .should  be 
placed  upon  the  fullest  power  over  the  rail- 
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way  system  of  each  state, they  will  he  very 
cautious  indeed  in  imposing  any  such  re- 
Jst fiction.  I'he  railways  represent  a  large 
sum  of  money,  the  policy  of  governing  the 
railways  is  one  which  requires  men  of  con- 
siclerable  power  to  direct  it,  and  I  think 
the  Convention  would  act  very  unwisely 
if  it  interfei-ed  in  the  slightest  degree 
with  tlie  fullest  and  most  absolute  discre¬ 
tion  in  the  exercise  of  that  control. 

Mr.  CLARK  :  I  sympathise  very  much 
with  the  object  that  thehon.  member,  Mr. 
Gordon,  has  in  view  in  moving  the  amend¬ 
ment.  But  I  believe  the  criticism  offered 
by  the  hon.  members,  Sir  Samuel  Grifhth 
and  Mr.  Deakin,  is  well  founded,  namely, 
that  the  amendment  expresses  in  language 
much  too  wide  the  particular  object  which 
be  has  in  view.  I  think  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Gordon,  must  agree  that  the  argument 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  member.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  in  particular,  was  well  founded. 
At  any  moment  it  chose  the  central  govern¬ 
ment  could  pass  an  act  regulating  the  rates 
from  one  end  of  the  commonwealth  to  the 
other.  All  the  hon.  member  and  his  col¬ 
leagues  want  is  power  to  prevent  some 
particular  wrong  being  done,  or  what  they 
regard  as  a  wrong,  and  I  think  that  object 
would  be  more  definitely  and  successfully 
achieved  by  an  amendment  of  this  des¬ 
cription  : 

And  the  prevention  of  discriminating  rates 
being  charged  for  mil  way  services  by  any  state, 
company,  or  person,  so  as  to  give  any  prefer¬ 
ence  or  advantage  to  any  particular  person  or 
class  of  persons,  or  any  locality,  or  any  particular 
description  of  traffic. 

Those  are  very  much  the  w’ords  that  are 
used  in  the  Inter-States  Commerce  Act  of 
America.  There  they  legislate  only  with 
regard  to  private  raihvays,  none  of  the 
states  owning  railways.  I  can  conceive  at 
once  that  a  number  of  difficulties  might 
arise  as  to  how  this  law- should  be  enforced 
against  the  states.  A\  e  could  ea.sily  enforce 
a  law  against  a  private  person  by  saying 
that  he  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  and 
prosecuting  him  if  he  breaks  the  law. 

[jl/r.  Fitzgerald, 


Sir  Sami  f.l  Ghipfitu  :  In  tlie  case  of  a 
state  wo  could  declare  the  state  law  to  he 
invalid  ! 

Mr.  GLABK  :  But  w  hatever  (lifficulties 
there  might  be  in  tlie  w  ay  of  administer¬ 
ing  the  law”,  T  think  the  amendment  I  sug¬ 
gest  definitely  points  to  the  evil  Avhich  the 
hon.  gentleman  desires  to  cure,  while  it 
does  not  go  beyond  the  particular  object 
aimed  at.  It  docs  not  give  the  federal 
parliament  powder  to  do  anything  more 
than  prevent  the  specific  evil  we  wish  to 
provide  against. 

oNIr.  BAKER  :  I  do  not  think  the 
amend ment  just  proposed  w'ould  meet  tlie 
case.  Take,  for  instance,  the  raihvay  be¬ 
tween  Melbourne  and  Geelong.  The  Vic¬ 
torian  CJovernment  spent  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  in  making  a  railway 
from  Melbourne  to  Geelong,  and  why  should 
we  give  the  federal  parliament  power  to 
prohibit  them  from  so  fixing  the  rates  on 
that  railway  as  to  enable  it  to  compete 
with  the  steamers  running  between  Mel¬ 
bourne  and  Geelong?  I  believe  the  Vic¬ 
torian  Government  lowered  tlie  rates  on 
that  line  for  the  express  purpose  of  com¬ 
peting  with  the  steamer.s,  and  enabling 
the  railway  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  cost 
of  construction. 

Mr.  CLARK:  The  Inter-States  Com¬ 
merce  Act  in  xVmerica  is  managed  by  a  com¬ 
mission  wdio  liave  very  large  discretionary 
powders  as  to  whether  or  not  they  will 
allow  a  dejiarture  from  the  strict  lines  of 
the  act,  and  that  might  meet  the  particu¬ 
lar  case  to  which  the  last  speaker  has 
referred. 

IMr.  KINGSTON  :  It  has  been  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  amendment  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Gordon,  would  have  the 
effect  of  enabling  the  federal  legislature 
to  deal  with  the  que.stion  from  time  to  tiino 
as  it  thought  fit,  and  to  usurp  to  itself 
pow'ers  w”hich  it  i.s  not  intended  should  be 
conferred  upon  it.  The  decision  of  the 
matter  will  not  ro.st  with  the  federal  legis- 
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laturc.  It  will  rest  with  the  federal  courts, 
wliicli  it  is  expressly  provided  will  be 
charged  with  the  interpretation  of  the 
constitution,  and  which  by  tlieir  decisions 
will  control  any  tiling  in  the  shape  of  the 
improper  exercise  or  assumption  of  power 
on  the  part  of  the  federal  legislature. 
Therefore  the  suggestion  that  the  amend¬ 
ment  will  enable  the  federal  legislature  to 
deal  with  the  question,  utterly  irrespective 
of  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  hon. 
member  who  moved  it,  is  not  well  founded. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  so  added — put.  The  Committee 
divided  : 


Ayes,  11  ;  noes,  21  ;  majority,  10. 
Ayks. 


r>aker,  Mr. 

tiordoii,  Mr. 

Bray,  Sir  John 

(Jrey,  Sir  ( ieorge 

Cockbiirn,  Di*. 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Peak  in,  Mr. 

Plaj'ford,  Mr. 

Bibbs,  Mr. 

Sinitl),  Colonel 

Sir  John 

Noe.s. 

Ihrd,  Mr. 

lK)toD,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Mannion,  Mr. 

Clark,  Mr. 

McMillan,  Mr. 

(Tithbert,  Mr. 

Miinro,  Mr. 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Douglas,  Mr.  Ayde 

Russell  Captain 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Suttor,  ^Ir. 

Forrest,  Mr.  J. 

Thynne,  Mr. 

(dllies,  Mr. 

(Jriffith,  Sir  Samuel 

Wrixou,  Mr. 

(.Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 


Amendment  (by  Mr.  Clark)  negatived  : 

That  the  sub-clause  Ik?  ameiuled  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  the  following  words  : — “And  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  discriminating  rates  l>eing  chargetl 
for  railway  services  by  any  state,  company,  or 
pei'son  so  as  to  give  any  preference  or  advantage 
to  any  particular  i)erson  or  class  of  persons,  or 
any  locality  or  any  particular  description  of 
traffic.*^ 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  move  : 

That  the  sub-clause  be  amended  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  the  following  words  : — “The  altering  of 
the  gauge  of  any  line  of  railway,  and  the  estab¬ 
lishing  a  nniforin  gauge  in  any  state  or  states.” 

I  do  not  say  that  at  the  present  time  there 
is  any  groat  reason  why  such  an  addition 


should  made  ;  but  we  must  look  ahead 
a  little.  We  know  tliat  the  railway  sys¬ 
tems  of  the  different  states  are  gradually 
drawing  closer  and  closer  together.  We 
do  not  know  what  the  mineral  re.sources 
of  any  colony  are  ;  it  is  possible  that  at 
any  moment  enormous  mineral  treasures 
may  be  found  in  different  parts  of  the  in¬ 
terior,  and  an  enormous  traffic  may  spring 
up.  It  is  only  right  and  proper,  therefore, 
I  think,  to  give  the  federal  parliament  the 
powder  of  dealing  -svith  this  question. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  At  the  cost  of  the  federa¬ 
tion  ? 

Mr.  BAKER:  Of  course. 

Mr.  Mukro  :  Then  say  so  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  Tliat  is  assumed. 

Mr.  Gillies:  Has  the  hon.  member  any 
idea  how’  much  it  wdll  cost  ? 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  shall  come  to  that  di¬ 
rectly.  Of  course  I  admit  it  must  be  at  the 
cost  of  the  federation,  because  I  presume 
that  the  federal  parliament  w  ill  not  pass 
such  a  law  unless  it  thinks  it  is  necessary 
for  the  good  of  the  whole  commonwealth. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  states  of  Victoria, 
New  South  Wales,  and  Tasmania,  are  per¬ 
haps  not  very  familiar  witli  this  question, 
and  it  has  not  been  so  plainly  brought 
before  them  as  it  has  been  brought  before 
the  inhabitants  of  South  Austi*alia.  In 
South  Australia  we  have  two  railway 
gauges.  We  have  ali*eady  met  the  Vic¬ 
torian  system  with  a  5  feet  3  inch  gauge  ; 
we  are  extending  our  railway  nortli  to 
meet  the  Queensland  system  with  its  3  feet 
6  inch  gauge,  and  we  shall  rapidly  meet 
the  New  South  Wales  system  with  its  4 
feet  81  inch  gauge.  It  has  been  proposed 
in  our  Parliament — even  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  I  think — that  we  should  pull  up 
some  300  miles  of  our  railways  and  relay 
them  with  a  4  feet  81  inch  gauge,  in  order 
to  meet  the  railway  system  of  the  great 
colony  of  New  South  Wales. 

]Mr.  Playfort)  :  Never  ! 

Mr.  Kingston  :  Not  by  any  government! 
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Mi\  BAKER  :  It  has  been  seriously 
proposed  and  earnestly  discussed.  I  bring 
the  question  forward  to  show  that  it  is 
bound  by-and-by  to  become  an  imporUint 
question.  Any  hon.  member  who  has 
travelled  in  America  knows  what  an  im¬ 
portant  question  it  has  become  there.  He 
knows  that  railways  with  different  gauges 
starting  from  different  poiuts  have  gradu¬ 
ally  met,  and  that  the  different  gauges  have 
involved  an  enormous  annual  expense. 

Mr.  Playford  :  No  such  state  of  things 
exists  in  America.  The  lines  that  go  from 
the  coast  on  one  side  to  the  coast  on  the 
other  are  all  of  one  uniform  gauge  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  think  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  is  mistaken,  and  if  he  has  travelled  on 
the  Ohio  to  Denver  line,  he  must  know 
that  there  are  two  different  gauges,  and 
that  one  of  the  burning  questions  of  the 
day  in  America  is  the  establishment  of  a 
uniform  gauge.  The  question  may  not 
arise  here  at  the  j)resent  time  ;  but  it  is 
very  possible  that  it  will  arise  in  the  not 
far  distant  future.  It  may  be  that  for  de¬ 
fence  purposes  a  line  of  railway  wdll  be 
required  to  connect  the  capitals  of  the 
colonies ;  or  it  may  be  that  a  railway  on 
which  there  is  an  enormous  goods  traffic 
passing  through  two  states  will  require  to 
be  of  a  uniform  guage.  I  think  it  is  advis¬ 
able  to  give  this  power  to  the  federal  par¬ 
liament.  The  expense  of  doing  the  work 
all  at  once  may  be  too  great,  and  therefore 
I  put  it  in  the  form  that  they  can  establish 
a  uniform  gauge  in  any  state  or  states,  so 
that  it  may  be  done  by  degree.s.  I  hope  the 
amendment  will  be  carried,  because  it  is 
a  power  which  we  might  safely  trust  the 
parliament  of  the  commonwealth  not  to 
exercise  unless  it  were  necessary  for  the 
common  good. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Sub-clause  30.  The  exercise  witliiii  the 
commonwealth,  at  the  request  or  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  parliaments  of  all  the  states 
concerned,  of  any  legislative  powers  with 
5  respect  to  the  affairs  of  the  territory  of  the 
[J/r.  Baker, 


commonwealth,  or  any  part  of  it,  v  liich  can 
at  the  date  of  the  esttiblishment  of  this  con¬ 
stitution  be  exorcised  only  by  the  Parliament 
of  the  United  Kingdom  or  by  tiie  Federal 
Council  of  Austnilosia,  but  always  subject  to  10 
the  provisions  of  this  constitution. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  desire  to  know  whether 
it  is  intended  by  this  clause  to  take  from 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  the  power 
to  pa.ss  laws  for  this  country  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  We  do 
not  take  anything  away  from  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain.  We  say  that  the 
parliament  of  the  commonw^ealth  shall 
have  the  same  powers  as  the  Parliament 
of  the  United  Kingdom  in  re.spcct  to  cer¬ 
tain  matters. 

Sub-clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TIIYNNE:  I  move  : 

That  the  following  stand  as  sub-clause  3  : _ 

“  The  appi-opriation  of  any  moneys  raised  by  the 
commouwealtli  for  any  purpose  authorised  by 
the  constitution.*’ 

The  object  of  the  provision  is  to  limit  the 
power  of  the  commonwealth  to  borrow 
money,  or  to  raise  money  strictly  for  the 
purposes  with  which  it  is  authorised  to 
deal  under  the  constitution.  It  is  a  pro¬ 
vision  which  I  think  is  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  states. 

Mr.  CLARK  :  I  thoroughly  sympathise 
witli  the  object  wdiich  the  lion,  member 
has  in  view,  namely,  to  confine  the  federal 
parliament  strictly  to  the  powers  conferred 
upon  it  by  the  constitution,  and  not  to  let 
it  in  any  indirect  way,  by  the  appropria¬ 
tion  of  money,  exercise  a  power  which  is 
not  directly  conferred  upon  it.  But  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  constitution  has  al¬ 
ready  suQiciently  protected  the  people,  be¬ 
cause,  althougli  the  parliament  might  at¬ 
tempt  to  do  what  I  have  just  described,  I 
am  very  sure  that  the  supremo  court 
w^ould  very  soon  declare  any  such  law  in¬ 
valid.  Therefore,  the  only  object  which 
W'e  could  gain  by  inserting  the  provision 
would  simply  be  to  plainly  and  legibly 
place  before  the  federal  parliament  this 
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prohibition  upon  its  powers.  I  do  not 
think  we  need  do  that  wlien  we  know 
that  this  prohibition  upon  an  undue  ex¬ 
tension  of  powers  does  positively  exist, 
and  will  be  interpreted  by  the  proper 
tribunal  when  the  time  comes.  Surely 
we  do  not  require  to  state  the  prohibition 
in  so  many  words,  to  use  an  old  expres¬ 
sion,  so  that  aclnld  may  understand  it. 

Mr.  Thynne  :  Where  is  the  prohibition 
in  the  bill  now  ? 

Mr.  CLARK  :  It  is  in  the  fact  that 
only  certain  distinct  powers  are  specifi¬ 
cally  delegated  to  the  federal  parliament, 
and  that  they  cannot  exercise  any  powers 
other  than  those  which  are  specifically 
delegated  to  them.  If  the  hon.  member 
can  show  me  any  general  words  in  any 
part  of  the  bill  which  appear  to  go  beyond 
the  intention  of  delegating  specific  and 
limited  powers  to  the  federal  parliament,  I 
shall  then  feel  compelled  to  support  the  hon. 
member’s  amendment,  because  I  thoroughly 
sympathise  with  his  object.  But  I  do  not 
want  to  burden  the  constitution  with  any 
unnecessary  provisions.  If  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  has  discovered  any  general  words  of 
the  nature  I  have  indicated,  I  should  feel 
pleased  if  be  will  direct  my  attention  to 
them. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  The  general  words  are 
in  sub-clause  4  : 

Borrowing  money  on  the  public  credit  of  the 
commonwealth, 

Ko  restriction  is  placed  upon  the  purposes 
for  which  the  money  may  be  borrowed. 
Although  the  hon.  member  has,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  sub-clause  1,  shown  very  clearly 
and  distinctly  the  way  in  which  the  powers 
of  the  Federal  Government  of  the  United 
States  have  been  extended  from  time  to 
time  underthewords  “trade  and  commerce,” 
I  say  that  the  extension  of  powers  which 
might  be  made  under  that  sub-clause  are 
nothing  as  compared  with  the  extension  of 
powers  which  might  take  place  if  this  un¬ 
controlled  power  of  borrowing  money  were 


given.  I  submit  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  bill  from  end  to  end  limiting  the  power 
of  the  commonwealth  to  appropriate  money 
for  any  purpose  it  thinks  desirable  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community.  In  this  way  I 
say  you  give  to  the  federal  parliament 
power  which  is  a  danger,  and  I  wish  to 
avoid  that  danger.  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Clark,  evidently  agrees  with  me  that  it  is 
proper  that  a  limit  should  be  observed,  and 
if  that  is  so,  it  is  better  to  express  the 
limit,  than  to  depend  upon  a  judicial  de¬ 
cision  which  we  cannot  foretell  will  be 
made  in  the  direction  we  now  desire.  It 
is  better  that  we  should  render  reference 
to  a  court  upon  such  a  .subject  unnecessary. 
I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  amendment 
will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Gillies:  Do  I  understand  the  hon. 
member  to  contend  that  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  could  appropriate  £1,000,000  for 
Mr.  Parnell,  for  instance  *1 

Mr.  THYNNE:  Possibly  it  might  ap¬ 
propriate  the  sum  of  £1,000  a  year  to  re¬ 
munerate  Mr.  Gillies  for  the  services  he  is 
supposed  to  have  rendered  to  the  colonies 
of  Australia.  I  think  the  powder  of  the 
parliament  should  be  limiteii,  particularly 
in  view  of  such  a  possibility,  and  that  it 
should  not  have  the  power  to  go  outside 
the  strict  limits  of  the  constitution  in  any 
expenditure  it  may  make.  Otherwise  we 
shall  have  no  confidence  in  it. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  entertain 
considerable  doubt  as  to  whether  words  of 
the  kind  suggested  by  the  hon.  member 
should  not  be  inserted.  The  question  was 
considered  very  fully  in  committee,  and 
at  the  last  moment  it  was  agi'eed  to  leave 
the  words  out ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that 
the  committee  were  right,  or  that  there  is 
not  a  serious  doubt  upon  the  subject.  I 
entertain  great  doubt  still  ;  but  ray  doubt 
is  occasioned  only  by  sub-clause  4.  M  hile, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  parliament  is  not 
empowered  to  appropriate  money  for  any 
other  puiqDoses  than  those  indicated,  the 
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appropriation  of  money  is  incidental  to  the 
borrowing  of  it,  and  to  tliat  there  aj^pears 
to  be  no  limit. 

iNIr.  Playford  :  The  amendiuent  will 
place  no  limit  upon  it  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRTFFITir:  If  we  were 
to  make  the  4th  sub  clause  read,  “  Borrow¬ 
ing  money  on  the  public  credit  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  common  weal  til,”  it  might  meet 
the  case. 

Mr.  Kixcistox  :  The  hon.  member  will 
find  a  general  provision  as  to  ajipropria- 
tion  in  clause  3,  page  16  ! 

^Ir.  MUNRO  :  These  are  questions 
which  legalgentlenienwillhave  to  interpret 
for  us.  We  laymen  naturally  want  to  know 
what  the  words  mean.  What  I  should  like 
to  ask  is  whether,  if  this  amendment  is  in¬ 
serted,  and  parliament  deals  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  consolidation  of  the  loans  of  the 
Tarious  colonies,  it  would  be  empowered  to 
lx>rrow  money  to  deal  with  those  loans  ? 
The  borrowing  in  that  case  would  not  be 
for  the  purposes  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  limita¬ 
tion  contained  in  the  hon.  member's  amend¬ 
ment  would  interfere  wdth  such  a  course. 

I  do  not  know  w  hether  it  would  or  not. 

Mr.  CuTiiBERT  :  Certainly  not  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  borrow  ing  would  not  be  for 
the  purposes  of  the  commonwoalth,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  various  states.  A  clau.se  we 
are  going  to  deal  with  by-and-by  provides 
that  the  federal  government  may  consoli¬ 
date  the  loans  of  the  various  states  in  order 
that  money  may  be  bonowed  at  a  cheaper 
rate,  and  in  order  that  the  states  may  be 
put  in  a  better  position.  But  the  states 
will  still  be  liable  for  the  amount,  and  a.s 
long  as  they  are  liable  the  boiTowdng  must 
be  lield  to  be  for  the  l>enefit  of  the  states 
and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  common- 
wealth.  That  being  so,  I  should  like  to 
know  to  what  extent  tlie  limitation  sought 
to  be  introduced  by  the  hon.  member  w’ould 
affect  the  question  ? 

Bamuel  Griffith. 


^Ir.  UEAIvTN :  The  remarks  of  my 
hon.  colleague  are  an  illustration  of  the 
innumerable  difliculties  that  will  ari.se  if 
you  commit  yourself  to  this  proposition, 
which  is  on  fir.st  presentation  very  taking 
and  seems  legitimate.  Unfortunately,  how¬ 
ever,  the  result  would  bo  to  bring  intoexist- 
ence  for  tho.se  purposes  a  rigid  constitution. 
You  w’ould  have  the  appropriation  acts  of 
the  federal  parliament  scanned  through  and 
through  to  ascertain  if  the  parliament  had 
not,  to  meet  some  pre.ssing  need,  or  in  some 
unforeseen  contingency,  stepped  outside  the 
strict  powders  given  to  it.  To  provide  against 
such  a  case  it  w'ould  be  necessary  for  us 
to  go  through  this  measure  from  the  first 
line  to  the  last  to  see  that  every  conceivable 
purpose  legitimately  belonging  to  thecom- 
monw^ealth  was  included  within  its  four 
corners,  .so  that  every  appropriation  might 
be  justified.  Otherwise,  in  ca.se  of  a 
sudden  emergency,  the  federal  parliament 
w’ould  find  itself  compelled  to  go  back  to  the 
constitution  to  discover  wdiether  by  good 
fortune  the  contingency  could  be  brought 
within  the  scope  of  any  particular  section. 
Why  should  w’o  not  trust  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  in  the  making  of  appropriations? 
Do  hon.  members  suppo.se  that  the  elec¬ 
tors  will  not  eagerly  w'atch  every  expen¬ 
diture  of  money  rai.sed  by  their  taxation  ? 
Sliould  we  not  trust  the  representatives, 
who  will  go  to  their  constituents  and  re¬ 
ceive  a  mandate  at  their  hands?  If  you 
cannot  trust  them  to  make  appropriations 
in  w'hat  can  you  trust  them  ?  Why  should 
you  make  your  con.stitution  in  its  financial 
aspect  so  rigid  as  to  render  the  government 
liable  to  be  frequently  called  upon  toju.stify 
before  the  courts  an  appropriation  which 
has  been  agreed  to  by  both  houses  of  par¬ 
liament  ?  The  result  must  be  that  the  dis¬ 
covery  that  the  constitution  has  not  been 
so  drawn  a.s  to  meet  all  possible  ca.ses  of 
appropriation. 

jMr.  TIIYNNE  :  The  speech  just  de¬ 
livered  by  the  hon.  member  is  a  strong 
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argument  iu  favour  of  having  every  provi¬ 
sion  in  the  bill  so  loose  and  elastic  as  to 
allow  the  federal  parliament  to  do  in  all 
matters  exactly  as  it  chooses. 

Sir  IIexry  Parkes  :  How  can  we  pre¬ 
vent  it  ? 

Mr.  TllYNNE  :  By  placing  .stringent 
limits  on  its  powers  iu  tliis  constitution. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  ;  We  cannot  do 
that ! 

Mr.  TH  YNXE  :  What  is  the  use  of  our 
devoting  days  to  the  specification  of  the 
particular  powers  which  are  to  be  conferred 
upon  the  federal  parliament  if  w’c,  at  the 
same  time,  admit  words  which  will  enable 
it  to  do  anything  it  choo.ses  ? 

Mr.  Munro  :  Will  the  hon.  member 
kindly  answer  my  question  ? 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  With  regard  to  the 
consolidation  of  the  public  debts,  that 
would  not  be  interfered  with,  because  the 
appropriation  of  money  received  by  the 
commonwealth  for  the  consolidation  of  the 
debts  of  the  states  would  be  a  purpose 
authori.sed  by  the  constitution.  Therefore, 
the  operation  of  the  section  to  which  the 
hon.  member,  ^Ir.  Munro,  refers,  would 
not  be  interfered  with  by  the  amendment 
which  I  propose.  It  appears  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  a}>proprialion  of  money  is  be¬ 
coming  a  vital  part  of  the  whole  of  this 
constitution.  If  it  wdll  be  necessmy,  as 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  says,  to  go 
over  the  Avhole  bill  again  to  .see  that  w  e 
liave  given  the  federal  parliament  all  ne¬ 
cessary  powei*s,  then  let  us  do  so ;  but  I 
strongly  object  to  any  constitution  which 
will  give  the  federal  parliament  power  to 
overshadow’  and  crush  out  the  operation 
of  the  local  parliaments.  The  argument 
olh'red  is  not  a  good  answer  to  the  absolute 
necessity  that  exists  for  having  the  pow’er 
of  the  federal  parliament  strictly  limited 
on  tho  important  matter  of  hiianco. 

]\Ir.  CLAlvK  :  It  is  only  fair  to  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Thynne,  to  say  that  ho 
has  drawn!  my  attention  to  a  clause  which 
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has  a  much  wider  and  more  indefinite 
operation  than  I  imagined  it  w’ould  have. 
With  regard  to  that  clause,  I  think  his  pro¬ 
posed  amendment  w’ould  be  useful.  I  do 
not  sympathise  w  ith  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin.  It  is  notan  answer 
to  the  argument  of  the  hon.  member,  !Mr. 
Thynne,  because  the  lion,  member,  Mr. 
Deakin’s  argument  was  in  favour  of  ab.so- 
lute  power  being  given  to  the  federal  par¬ 
liament,  to  which  this  Convention  says  it 
w’ill  not  commit  itself. 

8ir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Thynne,  to  with¬ 
draw'  his  amendment.  He  will  see,  on 
consideration,  that  it  is  not  really  a  powder, 
but  a  restriction  of  a  pow’er,  which  lie 
proposes. 

!Mr.  Thynne  :  I  intend  it  to  be  .such  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Tlien  this 
is  not  the  proper  place  for  it.  It  was  in  the 
clause  as  the  drafting  committee  prepared 
it;  but  I  think  it  is  in  the  wrong  place — it 
should  come  in  in  clause  3,  chapter  iv. 

Mr.  THYNXE  :  I  accept  the  sugges¬ 
tion  of  the  hon.  member,  because  I  see  that 
the  words  would  come  in  much  more  ap¬ 
propriately  in  the  clause  he  has  referred 
to. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  r>,3.  Tlie  imrliaiueiit  shall,  also,  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  provisions  of  this  constitution, 
have  exclusive  legislative  pow*er  to  make  all 
sucli  law's  as  it  thinks  necessary  for  the 
peace,  onler,  and  goml  govcniment  of  the  5 
commonwealth  with  respect  to  the  follownug 
matters  : — 

(1 .)  The  affairs  of  people  of  any  race  with  re¬ 
spect  to  whom  it  is  deemed  necessaiy  to 
make  special  law's  not  applicable  to  the  10 
general  community ;  but  so  that  this 
pow  er  shall  not  extend  to  authorise  legis¬ 
lation  with  res^KJct  to  the  aboriginal 
native  race  in  Australia  and  the  Maori 
race  in  New  Zealand  ;  l-"^ 

(2.)  The  government  of  any  territory  which 
may  by  surrender  of  any  state  or  statea- 
and  the  acceptance  of  tho  parliament 
become  tlie  seat  of  goverumeiit  of  the 
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20  commonwealth,  and  tlio  exercise  of  like 
authority  over  all  places  ac(|uireil  by  tlie 
commonwealth,  with  the  cousent  of  the 
parliament  of  the  state  in  which  such 
places  arc  situate,  for  the  construction 
25  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dockyards, 

quarantine  stations,  or  for  any  other  pur¬ 
poses  of  general  concern  ; 

(3.)  Matters  relating  to  any  department  or 
departments  of  the  public  service  the  con- 
30  trol  of  which  is  by  this  constitution  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  executive  government  of  the 
commonwealth  ; 

(4. )  Such  other  mattei*s  as  are  by  this  consti¬ 
tution  declared  to  be  within  the  exclusive 
35  powers  of  the  parliament. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
agreed  to  : 

That  tlie  word  “legislative,”  in  line  3,  l>e 
omitted. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  I  was  unable  to  attend 
the  committee  when  this  clause  was  dis¬ 
cussed.  We  purport  here  to  give  exclusive 
power  to  the  federal  parliament  to  make 
laws  with  respect  to  the  affairs  of  people 
of  any  race  with  respect  to  whom  it  is 
deemed  necessary  to  make  special  laws  not 
applicable  to  the  general  community.  It 
•seems  to  me  that  tliat  will  conflict  with 
the  powers  reserved  to  each  of  the  several 
states  under  clauses  25  and  26,  chapter  i, 
of  this  bill,  where  the  states  have  reserved 
to  them  the  power  of  excluding  from  the 
franchise  any  particular  race  or  class  of 
people  whom  they  think  it  is  undesirable 
should  be  intrusted  with  the  franchise. 
We  give  the  states  power  to  make  a  special 
law,  while  in  this  clause  we  give  that  power 
exclusively  to  the  federal  jiarliament.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  hon.  member  in 
charge  of  the  measure  has  given  this  point 
full  consideration. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GIIIFFITH  :  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  inconsistency.  Eacli 
state  is  allowed  to  prescribe  who  are  to  be 
its  electors  it  may  say  anything  it  pleases 
about  that.  I  do  not  think  that  an  elec¬ 
toral  law  saying  that  only  British  subjects 
shall  vote  can  be  said  to  be  a  special  law 
applicable  to  the  affairs  of  the  people  of 


any  race  for  whom  it  is  thouglit  necessary  ? 
to  make  special  laws  not  applicable  to  the  J 
general  community.  I  think  tliat  would  be  ’i 
rather  a  far-fetched  construction  of  the  -i 
provision.  "q 

Mr.  THYNNP]  :  If  a  law  were  passed  ^ 
saying  that  the  natives  of  tlie  South  Sea 
Islands  would  not  be  permitted  to  exercise 
the  franchise,  that  would  be  a  special  law  ^ 
dealing  with  the  affairs  of  that  race,  and  not 
applicable  to  the  general  community.  The  | 
state  is  given  power  to  do  that  in  one  park  ^ 
of  this  bill,  while  in  this  part  that  power 
is  reserved  exclusively  to  the  federal  par-tji 
liament.  I  think  there  is  a  conflict  be-  ^ 
tween  the  two  provisions. 

Mr.  DEAR  IN  :  There  is  another  point  '$ 
I  think  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  should  look  into.  Tliat  is,  whether 
the  exclusive  power  contained  in  the  1st 
sub-clause  would  not  prohibit  any  indi¬ 
vidual  colony  from  dealing  with  such  a 
question  in  the  interim  until  the  common- 
w^ealth  thought  it  necessary  to  take  action 
in  the  matter?  Would  it  not  be  as  well 
to  leave  power  to  any  state  to  deal  with 
such  questions  until  the  commonwealth 
undertook  to  legi.slate,  as  in  other  cases  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think 
this  should  be  an  exclusive  power  on  the 
part  of  the  federal  parliament. 

Mr.  Deakix  :  But  only  when  the  com¬ 
monwealth  exercises  it  I 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Then  it 
would  not  be  an  exclusive  power. 

Mr.  Deakix  :  It  would  become  exclu¬ 
sive  so  soon  as  tlie  commonwealth  thought 
fit  to  exercise  it ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  So  it  will 
be  with  every  other  power  which  the  com¬ 
monwealth  takes  into  its  hands.  The  in 
tention  of  the  clau.se  is  that  if  any  state 
by  any  means  gets  a  number  of  an  alien 
race  into  its  population,  the  matter  shall 
not  he  dealt  with  by  the  state,  but  the 
commonwealth  will  take  the  matter  into 
its  own  hands. 
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Mr.  DEAKIN  :  There  is  great  force  in 
the  lion,  and  learned  meniber^s  argument 
as  to  that  being  the  proper  thing  to  do ; 
but,  until  that  is  done,  will  the  state  liave 
power  to  take  action  1  Suppose  the  com¬ 
monwealth  does  not  interfere,  will  it  be 
i>aid  that  the  states  shall  be  prohibited  from 
doing  that  whicli  they  can  do  at  present  ? 
1  agree  with  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
that  the  commoiiAvealth  should  possess  the 
exclusive  power  if  it  chocses  to  exercise  it ; 
but  is  it  not  undesiraVjle  in  a  bill  for  the 
constitution  of  the  commonwealth  to  impose 
a  disability  on  the  states] 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  What  1 
have  had  more  particularly  in  my  own  mind 
was  tlie  immigration  of  coolies  from  British 
India,  or  any  eastern  people  subject  to 
civilised  powers.  Tlie  Dutch  and  English 
governments  in  the  east  do  not  allow  their 
people  to  emigrate  to  serve  in  any  foreign 
country  unless  there  is  a  special  law 
made  by  the  people  of  that  country  pro¬ 
tecting  them,  and  affording  special  facili¬ 
ties  for  their  going  and  coming.  I  am  not 
sure  that  that  applies  to  Japan.  It  might 
apply  to  the  Government  of  China,  but  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  does.  I  maintain 
that  no  state  should  be  allowed,  because 
the  feileral  parliament  did  not  choose  to 
make  a  law  on  the  subject,  to  allow  the 
state  to  be  flooded  by  such  people  as  I 
have  referred  to. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Would  this  clause  pre¬ 
vent  any  state  from  making  a  law  on  the 
subject  until  the  federal  parliament  did 
so  ] 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Yes,  and  I 
maintain  that  it  ought  to  be  so. 

IVlr.  Gillies  :  Who,  except  the  federal 
parliament,  is  to  determine  to  what  race 
this  applies  ] 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  It  seems  to 
me  that  in  giving  this  exclusive  power  you 
are  doing  what  you  do  not  intend  to  do. 
Suppo.se  that  people  of  an  alien  race  from 
India  or  China  went  to  Queensland,  and 


the  commonwealth  did  not  choose  to  pass  a 
law  dealing  with  tlie  matter,  not  being  in¬ 
terested  in  that  particular  question,  is  the 
state  parliament  not  to  make  a  law  to 
exclude  those  aliens  ?  It  seems  to  me  that 
by  putting  in  the  w^ord  ‘‘  exclu.sively  ”  you 
are  doing  what  you  do  not  intend  to  do, 
and  you  are  giving  no  power  to  any  state, 
when  invaded  by  a  foreign  race,  to  protect 
itself.  It  cannot  do  so,  because  the  exclu¬ 
sive  right  rests  with  the  commonwealth. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  do  not  think  that 
the  point  put  by  ]Mr.  Deakin  has  been 
suflS.ciently  met.  He  has  no  objection 
whatever  to  tlie  federal  parliament  dealing 
with  this  subject.  The  point  is  whether 
until  the  federal  parliament  touches  the 
matter  the  hands  of  the  states  are  to  be 
tied  altogether. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  I  do  not  think  they  are ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  Exclusive  legislative 
j)0wer  is  given  to  the  federal  parliament 
That  would  exclude  the  states. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  The  hon.  member  has 
not  noted  the  point  which  I  made.  The 
clause  says  : 

The  affairs  of  people  of  any  race  with  respect 
to  whom  it  is  deemed  necessary’  to  make  special 
laws  not  applicable  to  the  general  community. 

I  say  that,  until  the  federal  parliament 
deals  with  that,  and  determines  the  race 
to  whom  it  is  applicable,  you  cannot  tell 
what  race  it  is.  They  have  to  make  a 
special  law  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

IMr.  WRIXON  :  The  practical  result  of 
that  is,  that  the  state  can  do  nothing  until 
the  federal  jmrliament  acts.  That  ought 
to  be  met  by  giving  the  state  power  to  act, 
the  matter  to  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  state  the  moment  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  takes  it  up. 

Mr.  CLARK :  The  argument  is  the 
other  way.  This  exclusive  power  can  only 
be  exercised  with  regard  to  a  race  respect¬ 
ing  whom  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  make 
special  laws.  Who  is  to  deem  it  neces' 
sary]  The  federal  parliament;  and  it  must 
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give  evidence  by  legislation  that  it  lias 
deemed  it  necess<iiy,  and  until  it  does  tliat 
the  exclusive  power  does  not  exist.  TJie 
state  can  proceed  to  legislate  on  the  mat¬ 
ter  until  the  federal  parliament  gives  evi¬ 
dence  that  it  has  considered  the  subject 
and  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  Is  that  conclusion 
agreed  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
in  charge  of  the  bill  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  am  disposed 
to  think  that  that  is  right.  I  did  not  think 
so  a  few  minutes  ago,  but  I  am  iinpres.sed 
by  the  ai-gument  1 

Mr.  DEAKIX  :  It  is  at  least  open  to 
contention.  The  words — 

The  affairs  of  people  of  any  race  with  resj)ect 
to  whom  it  is  deemed  necessiiry  to  make  sjHJcial 
laws  not  applicable  to  the  general  community  — 

might  as  well  apply  to  the  colony  as  to 
the  federal  parliament.  The  clause  deals 
with  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth 
throughout,  but  in  this  particular  part  it 
uses  the  impersonal  reference  ‘‘  to  whom 
it  is  deemed  necessary.''  If  that  is  amended 
by  saying  “to  whom  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  deem  necessary,"  I  shall 
be  satisBed,  as  it  will  remove  all  doubt. 
We  ought  to  make  the  intention  clear. 

Clause  verbally  amended  by  the  insertion 
of  the  words  “  affairs  of  the  "  before  the 
word  “  aboriginal "  in  the  1st  sub-clause. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agi*eed  to. 

Clause  54.  Laws  approj^riating  any  part  of 
the  public  revenue,  or  imposing  any  tax  or  im¬ 
post  shall  originate  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives. 

3Ir.  WlilXON  :  I  w'ould  suggest  a 
trilling  amendment  in  this  clau.se.  I  tliink 
that  the  word  “  laws  "  is  not  a  very  happy 
expression  as  applied  to  measures  apjn*o- 
priating  public  revenue.  I  think  it  better 
to  keep  to  the  old  phraseology  of  “  bill." 
It  is  quite  true  that  a  money  bill  is  a 
law. 

Mr.  Clark  :  It  doss  not  appropriate  till 
it  is  a  law  ! 

[3/r.  Clark, 


]\Ir.  AYKIXOX  :  There  is  a  difference 
between  money  bills,  when  they  become 
laws  and  other  bills,  as  w'c  all  may  see  by 
the  preamble  of  au  appropriation  act  and 
the  preamble  of  different  bills  granting 
money.  They  are,  in  fact,  grants  of  money 
by  the  taxpayers  to  the  government.  There 
is  ail  a\vkwardness  in  using  the  word 
“  la>vs"  instead  of  “  bills."  It  may  give  a 
certain  force  to  the  contention  tliat  money 
bills  are  like  other  bills,  and  are  to  be 
dealt  with  in  the  same  way  ;  but  except 
for  that  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  best  term 
to  use,  and  I  should  prefer  to  have  tlie 
word  “ bills "  inserted  instead  of  “laws.'’ 
I  move  : 

That  the  word  “  laws  ”  be  omitted  w  ith  the 
view  to  insert  iu  lieu  thereof  the  word  “  bills.'’ 

Mr.  CLARK  :  The  lion,  member,  Mr. 
AVrixon,  will  admit  that  this  is  only  a 
verbal  criticism  even  at  the  best,  and  as 
we  liave  used  the  word  “  law"  all  throu«-J? 

I  think  it  would  be  w-ell  to  have  the  bill 
consistent  w  ith  itself.  It  is  only  a  matter 
of  habit  that  we  have  used  tlie  w^ord  “  bill" 
heretofore  in  our  local  legislatures,  biittlio 
people  of  the  commonwealtli  will  soon  ac¬ 
quire  the  liabit  of  reading  the  w'ord  “  law.  ’ 

I  shall,  how’cver,  liave  no  objection  to  iii- 
.serting  tlie  w’ord  “proposed  "  low^er  down. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  hope  the 
hon.  member  will  not  press  the  amend¬ 
ment.  He  does  not  protX)se  to  make  the 
alteration  throughout  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wrixox  :  Yes,  I  do.  I  would  make 
it  ill  clause  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Would 
the  hon.  member  go  risht  throu"h  the  niea- 
sure  and  use  tlie  technical  term  “  bill," 
w'liicli  scarcely  any  one  but  members  of 
parliament  understands,  instead  of  a  w'ord 
with  which  every  one  wdio  reads  it,  w  hether 
layman  or  politician,  is  acquainted] 

Mr.  Gillies:  Why  did  not  tlie  hon. 
member  use  the  w  ord  “  lawn's  "  after  the 
word  “'money  "at  the  heading  of  the  clause  ? 

Amendment  negatived. 
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Mr.  BAKER  :  T  bog  to  move  : 

That  ill  line  1,  after  the  word  “  appropria- 
ing,”  the  words  “  any  pai-t  of  the  public  revenue” 
he  omitted  with  a  view  to  the  insertion  in  lieu 
thereof  of  the  words  the  necessary  supplies 
for  the  ordinary  annual  services  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.” 

If  hdn.  members  turn  to  clause  55  they 
will  see  that  tlie  words  which  I  propose  to 
insert  here  are  the  words  used  there.  I 
have  moved  this  amendment  for  two  rea¬ 
sons.  The  first,  and  perhap.s  the  least  im¬ 
portant,  is  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
the  conduct  of  public  business.  Every 
important  bill,  and  nearly  ^ every  bill, 
which  is  introduced,  contains  some  small 
clause  that  appropriates  part  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  revenue,  and  tlie  consequence,  at  all 
events  in  the  colony  from  which  I  came, 
and  I  believe  in  other  colonies,  has  been 
that  nearly  every  bill  has  to  be'introduced 
in  the  lower  branch  of  the  legislature, 
which  takes  up  nearly  the  whole  of  the  ses¬ 
sion  in  considering  the  bills,  and’ towards 
the  end  of  it  they  are  rushed  up’to  the  other 
house,  which  mu.st  either  reject  them,  or 
consider  them  in  a  very  imperfect  manner. 
That  has  been  the  result  of  the  law  in  South 
Australia,  and  the  consequence  has  been 
that  the  Legislative  Council  there  have 
felt  compelled  to  summarily  reject  a  great 
many  bills — bills  of  hundreds  of  clauses — 
Avhich  they  have  been  asked  to  pass  in  a 
few  hours,  because  each  of  them  appro¬ 
priated  a  portion  of  the  public  revenue, 
and  had  therefore  to  be  introduced  in  the 
lower  branch  of  the  legislature.  This  has 
not  been  at  all  beneficial  to  public  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  as  the  words  used  in  the  clause 
are  exactly  the  same  as  those  contained 
in  the  Constitution  of  South  Australia,  I 
presume  that  the  same  thing  will  occur  in 
tlie  federal  parliament.  ]\Iy  second  and 
more  important  reason  for  moving  the 
amendment  is  this  :  I  am  not  going  to 
fight  over  again  the  question  of  the  relative 
powers  of  the  federal  senate  and  the  house 
of  representatives  ;  but,  as  Ave  know,  the 


effect  of  the  bill  will  be  to  render  the 
powers  of  the  federal  senate  very  much 
less  tlian  those  of  the  federal  house  of  re¬ 
present  a  tiv^es,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  un¬ 
necessarily  curtail  those  powers  as  they  are 
curtailed  by  tliese  words.  The  w  ords,  *‘any 
part  of  the  public  revenue,”  contradict  the 
provisions  of  clause  55,  which  says  : 

The  senate  shall  have  equal  pow’er  with  the 
house  of  representatives  in  respect  of  all  pro- 
pf)8ed  laws,  except  law's  imposing  taxation  and 
laws  appropriating  the  necessary  supplies  for 
the  ordinary  annual  ser\'ices  of  the  government. 

But  if  the  same  words  were  used  in  both 
clauses  they  Avoiild  be  consistent  wuth  one 
another.  If,  however,  clause  54  stands 
as  it  is,  clause  55  Avill  contradict  it,  because 
it  says  that  no  bill  may  originate  in  the 
senate  wdiich  does  not  impose  taxation  or 
appropriate  the  necessary  supplies  for  the 
ordinary  annual  services  of  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Clark  :  The  tw'o  clauses  must  be 
read  together  I 

!Mr.  BAKER  :  Yes,  but  they  are  abso¬ 
lutely  contradictory.  One  says  one  thing 
and  the  other  another.  I  do  not  knoAv 
Avhether  it  was  intended  to  put  in  these 
w’ords  in  clause  54  for  the  express  purpose 
of  contradicting  clause  55,  but  that  is 
what  they  do,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  in  dealing  with  this  clause  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  Committee  followed  the  rules 
w  hich  apply  to  ordinary  upper  houses,  and 
which  have  no  application  to  the  federal 
senate,  and  tlierefore  put  in  these  Avords ; 
and  when  they  came  to  consider  the  ques¬ 
tion  dealt  Avith  in  clause  55,  they  used 
Avords  that  had  another  significance.  I 
am  not  going  to  discuss  the  matter  OA’^er 
again  ;  but  I  desire  to  place  my  opinion 
on  record  by  moving  this  amendment. 

Sir  SA:MUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  in¬ 
tention  of  the  clause  as  framed  is  that  all 
laAvs  for  the  expenditure  of  money,  Avhether 
for  the  annual  services  of  the  government, 
or  for  the  construction  of  raihvays,  arsenals. 
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ships  of  war,  or  anything  else,  shall  origin¬ 
ate  in  the  house  of  representatives  ;  and  I 
think  that  is  what  the  words  mean. 

Mr.  Baker  ;  Wliy  are  ditierent  words 
used  in  clause  55  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 
gentlemanthiuks  that  because  all  such  laws 
must  originate  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  the  senate  will  not  have  equal  power 
with  the  house  of  representatives  with 
respect  to  all  proposed  laws  exce])ting  those 
in  respect  of  which  their  power  is  limited. 
The  restriction,  hoNvever,  does  not  apply 
until  the  proposed  law  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  ;  so  tliat  there  is  no  inconsistency. 

Mr.  BAKER:  I  understand  that  the 
hon.  member,  8ir  Siimuel  Griflith,  draws  a 
distinction  between  a  law  and  a  proposed 
law.  First  of  all  he  uses  the  word  “law” 
when  he  really  means  something  which  is 
not  a  law  but  a  bill,  that  is,  a  law  in  its 
incipient  stage  ;  and  tlien  he  uses  the  words 
“  proposed  law  ”  to  refer  to  a  bill  after  its 
introduction — that  is,  to  mean  a  law  in  its 
second  incipient  stage.  I  should  mther 
say  that  a  bill  was  a  proposed  law  before 
it  was  introduced  than  after  it  was  intro¬ 
duced  and  had  ptissed  one  stage.  I  con¬ 
fess  I  may  be  dense  in  understanding  the 
two  clauses,  but  I  did  not  draw  any  dis¬ 
tinction  whatever  between  the  words  “pro¬ 
posed  law,”  in  clause  55,  and  the  word 
“law,”  in  clause  51,  nor  do  I  think  that 
anybody  else  w'ould,  unless  he  happened  to 
have  been  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Committee,  who  may  have  con.sidered  the 
matter,  and  have  drawn  some  subtle  dis¬ 
tinction.  However,  I  am  not  going  to 
argue  the  question  over  and  over  again. 
We  have  argued  it  all  out,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  we  have  made  up  our  minds 
upon  it. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause — put. 
The  Committee  divided  : 

Ayes,  24  ;  noes,  7  ;  majority,  17. 

[Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 


Ayes. 

Barton,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Bird,  Mr. 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Loton,  Mr. 

Clark,  Mr. 

!McMillan,  Mr. 

Cuthbert,  Mr. 

Moore,  JMr. 

Dcakin,  Mr, 

Munro,  Mr. 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

Play  ford,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Kilt  ledge,  Mr. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Suttor,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Noes. 

Baker,  Mr. 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Cockburn,  Dr. 

Hackett,  Mr 

Douglas,  Mr.  Ad3^e 
Forrest,  Mr.  J. 

Thynue,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  afTirmative. 
Clause,  as  read,  agreed  to. 


Clause  55.  (1.)  The  senate  shall  have  equal 
power  with  the  house  of  representatives  in 
respect  of  all  proposed  laws,  except  laws  im¬ 
posing  taxation  and  laws  appropriating  the 
necessary  supplies  for  the  ordinary  annual  ser-  5 
vices  of  the  government,  which  the  senate 
may  affirm  or  reject,  but  may  not  amend.  But 
the  senate  may  not  amend  any  proposed  law 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  increase  any  proposed 
charge  or  burden  on  the  people.  10 

(2. )  Laws  imposing  taxation  shall  deal  with 
the  imposition  of  taxation  only. 

(3.)  Laws  imposing  taxation,  except  laws 
imposing  duties  of  customs  on  imports,  shall 
deal  with  one  subject  of  taxation  only.  15 

(4. )  The  expenditure  for  services  other  than 
the  ordinary  annual  services  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  shall  not  be  authorised  by  the  same  law 
as  that  which  appropriates  the  supplies  for 
such  ordinary  annual  services,  but  shall  be  20 
authorised  by  a  separate  law  or  laws. 

(5.)  In  the  case  of  a  proposed  law  which 
the  senate  may  not  amend,  the  senate  may 
at  any  stage  return  it  to  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  with  a  message  requesting  the  omis-  25 
sion  or  amendment  of  any  items  or  provisions 
therein.  And  the  house  of  representatives 
may,  if  it  tliinks  lit,  make  siicli  omissions  or 
amei.dments,  or  any  of  them,  with  or  without 
modifications.  30 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  1  would  now  call  tlie 
attention  of  hon.  members  to  the  new  sub¬ 
clause  which  I  propose  to  add  to  this  clause, 
with  some  verbal  amendments  which  the 
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lion,  member,  Sir  Samuel  GrifTitli,  lias  sug¬ 
gested,  and  which  I  am  quite  agreeable  to 
accept.  The  new  sub-clause  which  I  pro¬ 
pose  to  move  would  be  numbered  G,  and 
it  would  read  as  follows  : — 

If  the  house  of  representatives  decline  to  make 
any  such  omission  or  amendment,  the  senate 
may  request  a  joint  meeting  of  the  members  of 
the  two  houses,  w'liich  shall  thereupon  be  held, 
and  the  question  shall  be  determined  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  members  present  at  such  meeting. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  desire  to  move  an 
amendment  before  that  is  put.  I  move  : 

That  all  the  words  in  paragraph  1,  after 
“  laws,”  line  3,  be  omitted. 

That,  I  admit,  is  going  straight  to  the 
point.  This  is  the  most  important  ques¬ 
tion  in  the  bill,  and  it  has  already  been 
often  discussed.  It  i.s  a  question  which 
will  determine  whether  we  are  going  to 
have  a  federation,  or  whether  the  bill  will 
be  one  for  the  annexation  of  the  smaller 
states  by  the  large  populations  of  Victoria 
and  Ne\v  South  Wales.  That  is  what  it 
will  resolve  itself  into,  and  that  is  what 
will  be  the  effect  of  the  bill.  As  I  have 
already  stated,  I  am  not  going  to  discuss 
the  matter  over  again  ;  but  I  think  it  is 
only  right  and  fair  that  I  and  tho.se  who 
agree  with  me  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  jdacing  our  views  on  record,  so  that, 
when  we  go  back  to  the  colonies  that  have 
sent  us  here,  they  may  know  what  view 
we  have  taken  of  this  matter. 

.  Dr.  COCKBUKN  :  I  suppoiii  the  amend¬ 
ment.  I  think  the  framers  of  this  clau.se 
find  themselves  in  a  dilemma.  The  clause 
is  one  of  two  things.  It  either  decides 
that  the  houses  have  not  co-ordinate 
powers,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  senate  is, 
in  the  first  place,  placed  in  a  position  of 
distinct  inferiority  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentjitives ;  or  if,  in  an  indirect  manner  it 
gives  those  powers  to  the  senate  which  it 
appears  to  have  taken  away  from  it,  it  is 
a  flimsy  texture  of  w’ords,  and  a  mass  of 
ambiguity,  which  will  form  no  proper 
foundation  for  a  lasting  constitution.  If 


it  really  takes  away  the  important  powei*s 
of  veto  in  detail  from  the  senate,  then  it 
strikes  at  the  very  root  of  the  principle  of 
federation,  because  the  principle  of  federa¬ 
tion  is  that  there  should  be  houses  with 
co-ordinate  powers — one  to  represent  the 
population,  and  the  other  to  represent  the 
states.  We  know'  the  tendency  is  always 
towards  the  central  authority,  that  the 
central  authority  constitutes  a  sorb  of  vor¬ 
tex  to  which  power  gradually  attaches  it¬ 
self.  Therefore,  all  the  buttresses  and  all 
the  ties  should  be  the  other  way,  to  assist 
those  who  uphold  the  rights  of  the  states 
from  being  drawn  into  this  central  autho¬ 
rity,  and  from  having  their  powers  finally 
destroyed.  The  whole  history  of  federa¬ 
tion  in  America,  whether  it  be  the  United 
States  or  Canada,  has  proved  this  :  that 
the  tendency  is  towards  centralisation,  and 
away  from  that  local  government  which 
is  inseparable  from  freedom.  I  have  heard 
it  said  that  those  w'ho  advocate  state  rights 
are  taking  a  conservative  view  of  the 
question.  I  would  like  to  know  since 
w'hat  time  have  centralisation  and  demo¬ 
cracy  been  associated  ?  Those  who  advo¬ 
cate  state  rights  advocate  local  govern¬ 
ment,  under  whose  shadow  alone  democracy 
can  exist.  There  is  nothing  in  common 
between  centralisation  and  democracy', 
and  if  you  handicap  a  liouse,  wdiich  is 
erected,  to  preserve  state  rights,  wdiat 
Lave  you  to  prevent  the  establishment,  in 
this  huge  island  of  Australia,  of  a  strong 
central  government  which  is  local  only  to 
one  portion  of  the  continent,  and  as  far  as 
the  rest  of  the  continent  is  concerned  is 
distant  and  central  1  I  maintain  that  a 
central  government,  just  inasmuch  as  it 
never  can  be  associated  wdth  the  powder  of 
the  people,  is  inseparably  associated  w  ith 
tyranny,  arising  either  from  ignorance  or 
design — frequently  from  ignorance — be¬ 
cause  a  central  and  distant  government 
can  never  properly  appreciate  the  local 
conditions  for  which  it  is  to  legislate,  1 
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am  surprised  that  any  one  in  this  Con¬ 
vention  should  for  ono  moment  say  that 
to  strengthen  in  every  ^vay  the  rights  of 
the  states,  as  such — to  protect  in  every 
way  the  local  institutions — is  the  con¬ 
servative  Tnission.  The  whole  history  of 
federation  has  proved  it  is  otherwise.  It 
was  in  the  name  of  state  rights,  when  the 
question  of  the  Constitution  of  America 
was  being  discussed,  that  the  most  fervent 
appeals  to  liberty  that  ever  stirred  the 
human  breast  were  made,  and  all  those 
opposed  to  state  rights  were  the  conserva¬ 
tives,  the  monarchists  of  that  time.  The 
strongest  upholders  of  state  rights  from 
time  to  time  have  been  tho.se  in  favourof  go¬ 
vernment  by  the  people,  and  it  is  only  when 
you  have  state  rights  properly  guarded, 
and  safeguard  local  government,  that  you 
can  have  government  by  the  people. 
Government  at  a  central  and  distant  part  is 
iiever  government  by  the  people,  and  may 
be  just  as  crushing  a  tyranny  under  re¬ 
publican  or  commonwealth  forms  as  under 
the  most  absolute  monarchy.  I  do  hope 
that  hon.  members  will  not  allow  them¬ 
selves  to  be  hoodwinke<l  in  this  mattei*. 
It  seems  that  the  crushing  majority  in 
favour  of  the  state  rights  that  are  es¬ 
sential  to  federation,  which  we  had  at 
the  commencement  of  this  discu.ssion,  has 
dwindled  away.  I  maintain  that  unless 
the  state  rights  are  in  every  way  main¬ 
tained — unless  buttresses  are  placed  to 
enable  them  to  stand  uji  against  the  con¬ 
stant  drawing  towards  centralisation — no 
fe^leration  can  ever  take  root  in  Australia. 
It  will  not  be  a  federation  at  all.  It 
will  be  from  the  very  start  a  centralisa¬ 
tion,  a  unification,  which,  insteadof  being  a 
guardian  of  the  liberty  of  the  people, 
will  be  its  most  distinct  tyrant,  and  even¬ 
tually  will  overcome  it.  I  do  hope  that 
we  shall  find  that  those  who  took  a  clear 
view  at  the  commencement  of  our  meetings 

O 

have  not  been  seduced  from  the  views 
they  then  held,  and  that,  as  at  the  com- 
[Dr,  Cockhurn, 


mencement  of  tlie  debate,  there  will  be  a 
majority  to  vote  with  the  hon.  member, 
JNIr.  Baker. 

INIr.  DEAKIN  :  The  hon.  member,  in 
his  impassioned  harangue,  did  not  define 
state  rights,  nor  define  the  difference  that 
will  exist  between  the  bodies  which  Avill, 
ill  his  opinion,  guard  state  rights — that 
is,  the  local  legislatures — and  the  legis¬ 
lative  body  that  will  represent  the  com¬ 
monwealth.  Surely  the  hon.  member  need 
not  be  reminded  once  more  that  the  same 
body  of  people  who- will  elect  the  state 
repre.sentatives  on  the  one  side  will  elect 
the  representatives  of  the  common wealtli 
on  the  other.  The  only  difference  is  in 
the  bundles  in  which  the.se  people  are  made 
np.  The  hon.  member  has  chosen  to  ba.se 
the  whole  of  his  argument  on  democracy 
and  democratic  rights.  AVill  he  proceed 
to  show  us  how  it  is  less  democratic  to 
intrust  to  the  wliole  body  of  the  people  of 
Australia  the  control  of  their  destinies 
than  to  intrust  it  to  the  same  people,  bound 
up  in  different  bundles! 

Dr.  Cock  HI;  KX:  One  is  central  and  the 
other  local  government  I 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  That  is  no  answer  as  re¬ 
gards  democracy.  In  almost  every  state  the 
popular  chamber  represents  manhood  suf¬ 
frage  ;  but  in  no  le.ss  than  three  states  on 
the  continent  of  Australia  there  arc  nomi¬ 
nee  upper  houses.  Is  tliere  to  be  any 
nominee  upper  house  in  the  new  legisla¬ 
ture  of  the  commonwealth  !  'Where  there 
are  not  nominee  upper  houses  in  Austra¬ 
lia,  there  are  upper  houses  elected  on  a 
limited  franchise?  Isa  house  in  the  com¬ 
monwealth  to  be  elected  on  a  limited 
franchise?  I  maintain  that  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  commonw’ealth,  as  drawn  in 
the  bill,  is  more  democratic  than  obtains 
in  any  state  at  the  pre.sent  time.  o 
shall  have  the  people\s  liousc  elected  by 
the  whole  body  of  the  people,  no  nominee 
upper  hou.so,  and  no  house  elected  on  a 
limited  franchise,  except  so  far  as  the 
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eliambcrs  ^vitll  limited  franchise  may  Lave 
^•otes  ill  the  diflerent  states  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  senators.  The  legislature  of  the 
commonwealth  will  he  more  democratic 
than  that  of  the  states,  and  the  con.stitu- 
euts  of  the  commonwealth  will  be  exactly 
the  same  as  those  of  the  sUites.  The  hon. 
member  said  that  in  the  course  of  history 
we  should  find  one  division  of  parties — the 
democratic  ranged  on  the  side  of  state  rights, 
and  the  conservative  ranged  against  them. 
Will  he  tell  us  then  that,  in  the  United 
States  of  America  during  the  recent  di.s- 
astrous  controv’ersy  which  rent  that  nation 
from  side  to  side,  the  representatives  of 
the  southern  states,  who  claimed  the  state 
rights  he  claims  to-day,  were  the  democrats 
of  America  ;  and  will  he  tell  us  that  Abra¬ 
ham  Lincoln,  and  the  states  of  the  north, 
who  resisted  disunion,  and  the  extreme 
and  extra v'agant  doctrine  of  state  rights, 
were  the  conservatives  of  America  1 
Will  he  tell  us  that  the  democratic 
population  of  America  was  to  be  found 
ranked  on  the  side  of  those  who  claimed 
the  right  of  secession  and  absolute  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  states,  or  will  he  tell  ii.s,  as  he 
must,  that  it  was  the  democracy  of  America 
which gaveits  verdict  for  union,  andagainst 
any  extravagant  doctrine  of  state  rights. 
In  the  history  of  Switzerland,  to  which  he 
is  so  fond  of  referring,  the  hon.  member 
can  find  precedents  that  might  justify  him 
in  some  of  his  suppositions  were  they  not 
balanced  by  precedents  in  an  opposite  direc¬ 
tion.  Switzerland  has  tried  both  plans — 
has  tried  unification,  and  rejected  it,  and 
trying  federation,  which  he  considers  demo¬ 
cratic,  has  found  it  equally  a  failure. 

Dr.  CocKUURX :  And  has  now  what  I 
am  contending  for  ! 

:\[r.  DEAKIN  :  And  has  found  at  last 
that  it  was  necessary  to  adopt  some  such 
happy  medium  as  I  shall  show  is  adopted 
in  this  bill. 

Dr.  Coc’KBUUN  :  Exactly  what  the  hon. 
member,  ^fr.  Baker  s,  amendment  is  ! 


]Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  will  come  to  that  in 
a  minute.  One  more  argument.  Cheri.sh- 
ing,  as  I  do,  quite  as  warm  a  feeling  to¬ 
wards  local  government,  and  quite  a.s  great 
a  reverence  for  tlie  power.s  of  local  go¬ 
vernment  as  the  hon.  member  himself 
does,  I  give  my  next  illustration  with 
some  reluctance;  but  it  will  at  all  events 
show  what  I  am  only  at  present  concerned 
to  show — that  is  the  erroneousness  of  the 
hon.  members  claim  that  history  proves 
the  democratic  character  of  state  rights  as 
against  the  riglits  of  centralisers.  I  ask 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  turn  to  the  republic 
of  France,  and  note  what  has  been  tho 
policy  of  all  its  democratic  leaders  since 
Gambetta  first  laid  his  policy  before  its 
parliament.  I  do  not  say  that  the  policy  is 
a  right  one ;  but  I  do  .say  that  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman’s  history  is  all  wrong  if  lie  neglects 
the  centralising  tendency  of  the  policy 
which  from  the  time  of  Gambetta  until 
now  has  been  handed  on  from  leader  to 
leader  of  the  Left,  and  been  embodied  as 
the  first  principle  of  the  democratic  policy 
of  France.  Without  approving  of  that 
doctrine,  I  .say  that  the  hon.  member’s  his¬ 
tory  is  incomplete,  and  that  there  can  be 
shown  as  much  democratic  i^recedent  for 
centralisation  as  he  can  show  for  state 
rights.  But  the  hon.  member,  returning  to 
his  former  argument  with  great  force,  si\ys 
that  in  Switzerland  the  two  houses  are  co¬ 
ordinate,  and  therefore  he  desires  the  two 
houses  in  this  new  commonwealth  to  be 
co-ordinate.  But  what  I  wish  to  point 
out  to  the  hon.  member  although  in  that 
case,  and  in  the  case  of  the  United  States, 
I  can  only  reply  to  his  former  illustration 
by  my  former  arguments — is  that  there  he 
is  speaking  of  a  government  not  respon¬ 
sible  in  our  sense  of  the  term — a  govern¬ 
ment  that  is  shaped  upon  entirely  difiei* 
ent  lines.  There  are  many  like  myself, 
who  would  be  perfectly  prepared,  if  wg' 
were  bound  to  change  our  present  con¬ 
stitutions  altogether,  to  adopt  the  Swiss 


710 


Commonwealth  of  [3  April,  1891.] 


Australia  Bill, 


system,  with  its  co-ordinate  houses,  its 
elective  ministry,  and  its  referendum,  by 
which  tlie  electors  themselves  were  made 
masters  of  the  situation  ;  but  while  we 
would  be  prepared  to  consider  a  proposal  of 
that  kind,  the  Swiss  relation  of  the  two 
chambers  has  no  analogy  whatever  to  a  con¬ 
stitution  such  as  ours,  in  which  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  retain  i*esponsible  government,  and 
and  in  which  the  government  must  be  re¬ 
sponsible  to  the  people\s  chamber.  Hespon- 
sible  government,  so  far  from  being  less  de¬ 
mocratic  than  Mr.  Baker’s  proposal  would 
make  it,  is  more  democratic  by  far — not 
more  democratic  than  the  Swiss  Constitu¬ 
tion,  if  you  take  it  as  a  whole,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  more  democratic  than  this  constitu¬ 
tion  would  be  with  an  upper  house  co¬ 
ordinate  with  the  popular  chamber.  We 
have  had  the  experience  of  several  cen¬ 
turies  on  some  points,  and  one  century  at 
least  to  warn  us  of  the  danger  of  endea¬ 
vouring  to  establish  anything  like  co¬ 
ordinate  power  between  two  houses  when 
the  responsible  government  has  its  chief 
seat  and  authority  in  one.  To  do  so  would 
be  to  shift  the  centre  of  gravity  of  our 
political  constitution.  It  would  be  to  alter 
the  balance  of  power  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  render  the  constitution  strange  to  us, 
something  of  w  liicli  we  have  no  knowledge, 
as  to  which  precedents  would  offer  us  no 
guide,  and  as  to  which  we  could  form  no 
idea  of  the  future 

Mr.  Baker  :  We  have  no  knowledge  in 
the  present  case  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  We  liave  quite  suffi¬ 
cient  knowledge  of  the  kind  of  federation 
we  are  about  to  establish.  If  you  estab¬ 
lish  two  coordinate  houses  with  equal 
powers  as  regards  all  legislation,  and  equal 
authority  in  the  transaction  of  business, 
and  place  a  responsible  government  in  one 
of  those  two  houses  bound  to  answer  to 
the  demands  of  its  constituents,  the  whole 
body  of  the  people,  and  pit  it  against  the 
house  which  draws  its  rejiresentation  from 
[J/r.  Deakin, 


the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  you 
will  simjdy  provoke  an  internecine  conflict 
on  a  more  colos.sal  scale  thanany  thing  which 
has  ever  been  witnessed  in  a  constitution¬ 
ally  governed  country.  But  I  am  not  con¬ 
cerned  in  answering  arguments  which  have 
gone  to  some  length  in  thi.s  direction.  I 
am  only  concerned  at  the  pre.sent  moment 
in  following  up  the  contention  of  the  lion, 
member  with  reference  to  democracy.  How 
can  lie  justify  his  argument  for  intrusting 
co-ordinate  rights  to  a  house  which  is  not 
directly  elected  by  the  people,  which  is 
elected  in  part  by  nominee  chambers  and 
by  members  elected  with  a  limited  fran- 
chi.se — liow  can  he  intrust  to  such  a  cham¬ 
ber  an  equal  authority  with  a  chamber 
elected  by  the  whole  body  of  the  people? 
He  says  that  his  anxiety  is  democratic. 
How  is  it  possible  for  any  one  with  tho.se 
words  upon  liis  lips  to  contend  that  a  con¬ 
stitution  which  checks  and  limits  the  power 
of  the  people,  as  he  would  have  it  do,  which 
places  an  absolute  veto  in  its  path — a  veto 
not  coming  from  the  people  directly,  is  a  de¬ 
mocratic  constitution  ?  Those  who  argue 
for  constitutional  government  find  them¬ 
selves  in  a  somewhat  strange  position  when 
they  see  the  extraordinary  combination  in 
the  last  division  of  reactionary  radicals  and 
iconoclastic  conservatives  sitting  together 
on  the  same  bench.  To  see  men  whose 
avowed  object  is  to  place  all  authority  at 
once  and  unreservedly  in  the  hands  of  the 
electors  sitting  cheek  by  jowl  with  gentle¬ 
men  who  will  adopt  any  motion,  no  matter 
how  circuitous,  no  matter  how  vague,  how 
hampered,  and  how  inconsistent,  so  long 
as  it  defeats  universal  suffrage - 

Mr.  Hackett  ;  Name! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  could  name  one  or 
two  if  I  desired  to  enter  into  a  personal 
argument,  and  certainly  the  gentleman 
who  has  interjected  would  be  one  of  the 
first. 

Mr.  Hackett  :  As  an  iconoclast  or  a 
reactionary  ? 
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Mr.  DE AKIN:  I  should  say  timt  the 
lion,  gentleman  is  a  combination  of  both. 

I  will  not  enter  into  reminiscences  as  to  the 
hon.  gentleman’s  opinions;  but  I  will  say 
that  a  gentleman  who  in  Australia,  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  deplores  the  loss  of  the 
personal  power  of  the  monarch,  and  tlie 
loss  of  the  power  of  the  English  Lords,  as 
compared  witli  the  power  of  the  Commons, 
is  to  my  mind  an  anachronism.  I  do 
not  wish  to  l>e  diverted  by  any  of  these 
pleasant  passages  with  an  old  personal 
friend  and  associate  of  mine  from  the  point, 
which  was  that  of  the  constitutional  l>ear- 
ings  of  democracy.  I  am  not  concerned 
at  present  with  any  other  question.  No 
other  has  been  raised.  I  should  like  the 
hon.  member.  Dr.  Cockburn,  to  ask  him¬ 
self  how  he  would  submit  to  the  people  of 
8outh  Australia — shall  T  say  the  fierce 
democracy  of  South  Australia — a  proposi¬ 
tion  such  as  has  been  embodied  in  this 
clause — a  proposition  which  would  give 
them  in  the  constitution  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  far  less  power  than  they  now  enjoy 
under  their  own  constitution — a  constitu¬ 
tion  which  would  embrace  them,  it  is  true, 
within  a  federation,  but  wliich  would 
leave  them  in  that  federation  less  trusted 
than  they  are  in  their  own  colony  ?  I 
would  ask  the  hon.  gentleman  to  recollect 
that  we  are  not  here  for  the  mere  exer¬ 
cise  of  our  own  opinion  as  to  what  might 
be  absolutely  the  most  perfect  constitu¬ 
tion  that  could  be  framed.  If  we  were, 
there  are  certain  important  amendments 
which,  for  my  own  personal  satisfaction,  I 
should  like  to  see  introduced  even  into 
this  bill.  But  they  w’ould  be  amendments 
in  exactly  tlie  opposite  direction  to  those 
which  the  hon.  member  desires  to  make ; 
and  the  reason  why  I  should  wish  to  make 
them  in  an  exactly  opposite  direction  to 
those  of  the  hon.  member  would  be  to  com¬ 
mend  this  bill,  even  more  than  I  believe  it 
is  already  commended,  to  the  democracy  of 
Australia ;  because  I  believe  tliat  if  we  in¬ 


dulged  in  any  scholastic  exercises  of  the 
kind  proposed  in  order  to  meet  imaginary 
state  rights  we  might  as  well  consign  the 
bill  at  once  to  that  limbo  of  political  forget¬ 
fulness  wliich  is  bounded  by  the  boards  of 
a  blue-book.  We  should  place  this  bill  in 
vain  before  the  democracy  of  Australia  if 
wc  presented  it  with  a  provision  on  its 
forefront  for  the  establish inent  of  two  co¬ 
ordinate  houses,  one  of  which,  though  not 
elected  by  the  people,  would  have  power 
to  negative  all  that  was  done  by  the  house 
directly  elected  by  the  people.  Of  course, 
if  this  were  a  general  argument,  I  should  bo 
pushing  that  point  too  far.  I  am  perfectly 
prepared  to  accept  this  constitution  as  it 
stands  in  the  bill.  I  believe  it  to  be  a  good 
and  workable  constitution,  and  one  which 
the  people  themselves  can  sliape  under  its 
own  provi.sions  hereafter  into  any  form  they 
may  desire  it  to  take  ;  and  I  believe  import¬ 
ant  reforms  will  be  carried  in  the  early 
future  under  this  constitution  by  means  of 
the  |X>wers  of  amendment  which  it  affords.  I 
am  only  pressingtheargumeut  in  an  extreme 
form  now,  because  I  am  replying  to  the  still 
more  extreme  utterances  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Dr.  Cockburn.  I  shall  l>e  quite  con¬ 
tent  to  let  the  question  betw^een  us  be  de¬ 
cided  by  the  verdict  of  the  masses  of  the 
people,  given  by  their  own  vote,  on  this 
constitution  as  against  the  amendments 
which  the  hon.  member  has  suggested. 
As  far  as  I  know  the  people  of  my  own 
colony,  at  all  events,  I  ventiue  to  say  that 
they  Nvould  accept  a  constitution  of  this 
kind,  while  for  democratic  leasons  they 
would  indignantly  reject  a  constitution 
which  contained  a  proposal  for  the  extm- 
vagant  embodiment  of  state  rights,  and  the 
elevation  of  a  co-ordinate  .senate  ivs  a  rival 
to  the  chamber  which  they  themselves 
created  to  express  their  will. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  Fii-st  of  all  I  would 
like  to  say  that  in  using  the  word  demo- 
eracy  ” — and  I  think  it  might  be  as  well 
that  we  should  come  to  an  understanding 
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as  to  we  mean  by  the  terui — T  meant 
government  by  the  people,  the  one  form  of 
government  only  inuler  wliich  freedom  is 
possible.  The  hon.  member  who  last 
spoke  asked  if  I  would  trust  such  large 
powers  to  a  senate  not  directly  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  people.  I  use,  in  reply  to  that, 
the  old  argunfent  whicli  has  Ijeen  used  over 
and  over  again — that  there  is  no  reason 
whatever  why  the  senate  should  not  be 
made  just  as  representative  of  the  people 
as  the  house  of  representatives.  The  hon. 
gentleman  asks  if  I  would  intrust  such 
powers  to  a  house  partly  elected  by  nomi¬ 
nee  membei's?  I  protested  also  against 
that.  But  you  must  take  the  constitution 
as  it  is,  if  it  is  passed  ;  and,  as  against  the 
flaw  wdiich  the  hon.  gentleman  has  detected 
in  the  senate,  I  set  up  the  flaw  which  we 
have  found  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  I  would  ask  him,  would  he  agree  to 
intrust  freedom  to  a  house  partly  based  on 
the  exclusion  of  manhood  suffrage,  and 
elected  by  pluiality  of  votes  1  Is  not  that 
as  fatal  a  flaw'  in  regard  to  the  house  of 
representatives  as  is  the  other  in  regard  to 
the  senate  ?  It  is  far  w'orse. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  The  house  of  rej^resenta- 
tives  wdll  soon  alter  that  I 

Dr.  COCKBUBN  :  lam  astonished  to 
hear  my  hon.  friend  talk  of  centralisation 
as  a  system  under  which  the  government 
of  the  people  can  flourish.  It  is  the  first 
time  I  have  ever  heard  any  statesman  of 
repute  give  utterance  to  such  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  statement, 

Mr.  Deakix  :  Gambetta  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  consider  that  the 
wdiole  question  w’as  summed  up  at  the  con¬ 
ference  at  Melbourne  last  year  by  Sir 
John  Hall,  when  he  said  that  democracy, 
which  is  government  by  the  people,  de¬ 
mands  that  the  government  should  be 
wuthin  sight  and  hearing  of  the  people. 
Surely  the  hon.  gentleman  will  not  attempt 
■ — surely  the  S^oa^ish  language  was  never 
meant  to  be  so  wisted  as  to  say  that  con- 
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tralisation  can  in  any  way  be  compatible 
w  ith  democracy  or  with  the  power  of  the 
people  ! 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Gambetta  ! 

Dr.  COCKBITRN  :  Local  freedom  and 
government  by  the  people  arc  inseparable. 

Air.  Deakin:  lltar,  h(‘ar  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN :  Surely  the  hon, 
member  does  not  mean  for  a  moment  to 
assert  to  the  contrary  !  Now',  a  very  in¬ 
genious  argument — an  argument  which  I 
foresaw  at  an  early  stage  of  the  debate 
and  partly  anticipated  then — w'as  raised 
by  the  hon.  member  in  regard  to  the  War 
of  Secession.  I  w^as  speaking  of  the  old 
parties — the  party  wdiicli  was  headed  by 
centralisers  such  as  Hamilton,  and  tlie 
party,  headed  by  Jefferson,  for  local  go¬ 
vernment  or  state  rights.  After  a  time, 
as  1  mentioned  in  a  former  debate,  the 
party  questions  got  confused,  and  by 
nothing  so  much  as  the  War  of  Secession, 
because  then,  very  strangely,  that  party 
which  had  ahvays  made  for  liberty  and 
state  rights  claimed,  by  a  curious  irony  of 
fate,  as  a  part  of  their  right  under  their 
claim  of  state  rights  to  establish  and  main¬ 
tain  slavei-y.  The  party  of  liberty  became 
the  party  of  slavery,  and  the  party  for 
centrali.sation  became,  by  most  curious 
historical  irony,  the  party  in  favour 
of  freedom.  It  was  that  confusion  of 
thought  that  entirely  abolished  the  old 
lines  of  parties  in  America,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  pai*ties  in  America  no 
longer  exist.  They  'were  destroyed;  all 
the  reason  of  their  existence  w'as  destroyed 
by  the  War  of  Secession.  Liberty  and 
slavery  got  so  mixed  up  that  no  one  knew 
where  they  w^ere.  The  centrali.sers  Avere 
for  liberty,  the  people  for  local  freedom  w'ere 
for  slavery,  and  the  result  has  been,  as  has 
been  well  stated  by  Mr.  Goldwdn  Smitlj, 
that  the  issues  are  so  confused  that  the  two 
casks  representing  the  old  parties,  the 
federalists  and  the  democrats,  no  longer 
retain  the  odour  of  the  liquor  w  ith  whicli 
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they  were  once  tilled.  So  that  any  argu¬ 
ment  taken  from  tliat  source  is  very  in¬ 
genious,  hut  is  entirely  opposed  to  fact. 
The  whole  issue  has  been  traver.secl  and 
destroyed  by  that  miserable  war  in  which 
for  once  the  states  rights  men  happened  to 
be  wrong ;  and,  although  they  were  the 
exponents  of  freedom  from  the  very  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Constitution,  they  set 
themselves  against  the  very  essence  of  free¬ 
dom  and  personal  liberty.  I  think  the  lion, 
gentleman  will  not  attempt  to  press  that. 

Mr.  Clark  :  That  version  will  stand 
correction  yet ! 

Mr.  ]McMillax  :  There  is  another  view  ! 

!Mr.  Deakin  :  Quite  another  \iew  ! 

Dr.  COCKBUIIN:  Well,  history  is 
capable  of  very  difierent  interpretations. 
However,  T  think  nothing  is  clearer  than 
that  the  parties  destroyed  themselves  over 
that  business,  and  nothing  which  has  oc¬ 
curred  since  can  be  traced  to  the  old 
parties.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  con¬ 
fusion  of  thought  in  America,  this  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  states  rights  party  by  allowing 
themselves  to  be  besmirched  with  the  in¬ 
famy  of  slavery,  has  been  fraught  with 
very  disastrous  results  to  the  Government 
of  America  as  a  government  by  the  people. 
What  with  the  constantly  eating  power  of 
the  central  government  taking  away  from 
their  powers  on  the  one  side,  and  what 
with  the  growth  of  municipal  powers  on 
the  other,  the  area  of  action  for  the  state 
governments  has  become  extremely  limited 
— has  become  so  limited  tliat  we  can  no 
longer  look  to  America  as  that  great  held 
in  which  the  problems,  .social  and  indus¬ 
trial,  of  the  future  are  to  be  worked  out. 
Wliy,  the  local  parliaments  in  America 
meet  only  once  in  two  years  as  a  rule.  I 
maintain  that  the  great  function  that  Aus¬ 
tralia  has  to  perform  among  nations  is  to 
work  out  the  great  social  and  industrial 
problems  with  which  we  find  ourselves  face 
to  face.  That  can  only  be  done  with  all 
the  prestige  that  a  government  can  secure. 


It  can  only  Ije  done — and  I  know  my  hon. 
friend  agrees  with  me  in  this — with  local 
governments.  It  cannot  be  done  by  cen¬ 
tral  influence ;  it  can  only  be  done  in 
experimental  plots.  That  is  the  reason 
wliy  I  tremble  at  the  thought  of  the  pre.s- 
tige  of  state  governments  being  sapped, 
because  it  is  nece.s.sary  that  they  should 
have  all  possible  prestige  in  order  to  have 
an  authority  adequate  to  work  out  these 
problems.  I  am  afraid  if  from  the  first 
you  handicap  the  states  i-ights,  seeing 
that  the  tendency  is  all  the  other  way, 
— if  from  the  first  you  remove  those  but¬ 
tresses  which  are  necessary  to  maintain 
those  states  rights,  it  will  be  one  declivity 
from  the  present  local  governments  down 
to  centralisation.  I  can  see  nothing  to 
stand  in  the  way  but  states  rights,  which, 
I  maintain,  all  those  who  believe  in  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  people  by  the  people 
ought  to  the  very  utmost  of  their  po^Yer 
to  uphold. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  What  are  the 
buttresses  ? 

Dr.  COCKBUIIN :  You  take  away  co¬ 
ordinate  powers  as  to  everything. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  As  to  what  ? 

Dr.  COCKBUBN  :  As  to  money  bills. 
Except  as  to  the  introduction  of  measures 
the  two  houses  have  co-ordinate  powers 
in  the  two  great  federations  of  the  world. 
What  is  the  central  government  to  do?  It 
is,  first  of  all.  to  have  the  collection  of 
£8,000,000  or  £9,000,000  right  away,  and 
to  have  the  right  of  imposing  any  other 
taxation.  We  all  know  that  the  tendency 
of  all  governments,  and  rightly  so,  is  to 
augment  their  own  importance  and  to  act 
up  to  the  full  extent  of  their  authority. 
We  give  the  federal  parliament  all  the 
money  and  we  give  them  powers  which  are 
simply  enormous.  Under  the  heading  of 
military  and  naval  defence  of  the  common- 
wealtli,  they  can  do  almost  everything. 
They  can  make  roads  ;  tli^y  can  build  rail¬ 
ways  ;  they  can  lay  submarine  cables;  they 
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can  erect  enormous  public  works.  You  give 
tliem  tlie  power  inuler  tliab  one  heading  of 
spending  nearly  the  wliole  of  the  money. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Whit  about  the 
l)uttresses? 

Dr.  COCK  BURN  :  I  say  that  unless 
we  give  full  power  to  the  senate  to  veto 
appropriations  in  detail,  and  unless  we 
give  them  that  power  without  the  slightest 
ambiguity,  then  we  remove  the  only  but¬ 
tress  which  state  rights  have.  I  said  at  the 
commencement  of  my  remarks  that  those 
who  framed  this  clause  were  in  a  dilemma. 
In  America  the  constitution  was  not  based 
on  ambiguity.  The  men  there  who  earned 
credit  for  themselves  for  all  time  saw 
distinctly  what  they  were  aiming  at,  and 
then  expressed  their  thoughts  in  the  most 
nervous  English  pos.sible,  without  the 
slightest  trace  of  ambiguity.  This  clause 
is,  I  say,  ambiguously  expressed,  and  either 
really  gives  to  the  senate  the  power  of  veto 
in  detail,  or  it  takes  away  from  the  senate 
that  power.  It  takes  away  the  only  safe¬ 
guard  which  the  state  rights  have  to  avoid 
this  machinery,  which  is  being  started 
tinder  the  name  of  federation,  from  be¬ 
coming  a  central  government;  a  unification 
of  the  whole  of  Australia;  a  government  so 
central  and  so  distant  from  many  parts  of 
Australia,  that  I  maintain  it  is  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  continuance  of  our  local 
government,  especially  with  the  mainten¬ 
ance  of  our  separate  states  as  experimental 
plots  in  wliich  we  can  work  out  the  pro¬ 
blems  of  the  future,  and  in  which  the  new 
world  may  be  looked  to  to  redress  the 
wrongs  of  the  old.  I  do  hope  that  the 
state  rights  party  have  not  shown  them¬ 
selves  at  the  very  commencement  to  be  of 
such  a  character  that  after  a  few  days 
they  can  be  seduced  from  the  views  which 
they  so  rightly  held  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  our  proceedings,  and  which  they 
strengthened  in  every  way  by  precedents 
gathered  from  every  confederation  which 
bas  stood  the  test  of  time. 

\Dr,  Cockburn. 


Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFTTII  :  I  believe 
I  am  one  of  the  persons  referred  to  by  my 
hon.  friend,  Dr.  Cockburn,  as  the  state 
riglits  party.  I  expressed  my  opinion  very 
plainly  some  M'eeks  ago  on  this  subject. 
I  do  not  think  the  principles  1  then  main¬ 
tained  are  in  the  least  degree  departed 
from  in  this  clause  as  it  how  stands  ;  but 
I  have  always  felt  in  dealing  with  this 
matter  that  where  there  are  two  strongly 
opposed  opinions  in  this  Convention,  unless 
dealt  with  the  subject  in  a  spirit  of 
compromise,  there  would  bo  no  chance  of 
arriving  at  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  Tlie  majority  liave  some¬ 
times  giv-en  way  to  a  small  minority  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  do  not 
think  so.  I  think  a  reasonable  compromise 
has  been  effected.  I  do  not  intend  to  make 
a  long  speech  ;  still  less  do  I  intend  to  in¬ 
dulge  in  any  declamation.  But  1  should 
like  to  answer  one  observation  made  bv 
the  hon.  member,  Dr.  Cockburn.  He  tells 
us  that  this  clause  is  ambiguous.  It  is  not 
ambiguous;  it  expres.ses  exactly  what  it 
means — exactly  wliat  is  to  happen  in  every 
case  where  there  is  a  difference  between 
the  two  houses.  Where  it  fails  in  expres¬ 
sion  is  this  :  it  does  not  profess  to  prophesy 
what  will  be  the  result  of  its  working  under 
the  constitution  we  propose  to  e.stablish.  In 
that  sense  there  must  necessarily  be  clauses 
in  a  constitution  which  are  ambiguous. 
Who  can  say  what  w  ill  be  the  development 
in  the  course  of  some  thirty  or  fifty  years 
of  some  of  the  clauses  w'e  are  now^  pa.ssing? 
Who  can  tell  what  will  be  the  precise  man¬ 
ner  ill  which  these  provisions  wdll  work 
out?  Wlio  can  tell  what  will  be  the 
practical  operation  of  them  ?  What  we 
propose  to  do  is  perfectly  plain.  As  to  all 
laws,  except  two  classes,  the  rights  of  the 
two  houses  are  completely  co-ordinate. 
As  to  the  ordinary  annual  appropriation 
bill,  the  senators  have  to  express  their 
wdshes  in  a  manner  diflerent  from  that  in 
w’hich  tliey  express  them  in  regard  to  other 


Australia  Bill. 


715 


[3  April,  1891.] 


Conimonirealth  of 

bills.  Tlie  sanio  with  regard  to  taxation 
bills.  And  with  these  exceptions  the 
power.s  of  the  two  lioiises  are  co-ordinate. 
I  think  it  is  a  very  reasonable  compromise, 
and  that  all  those  in  this  Convention  who 
really  desire  to  see  a  federation  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  brought  about  might  fairly  accept 
it,  or  something  like  it.  Because,  remem¬ 
bering  the  old  maxim — I  do  not  know 
who  first  used  the  words — “that  those 
who  want  the  end  must  want  the  means, 
it  is  of  no  use  for  hon.  members  to  profess 
to  want  federation  while  they  refuse  to 
accept  the  means  necessary  to  obtain  it. 
I  am  quite  certain  that  unless  a  compro¬ 
mise  something  like  that  proposed  be  ac¬ 
cepted,  federation  cannot  be  brought  about. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Hear,  hear.  It  will  be 
utterly  impossible  ! 

Dr.  CoCKBURN  :  That  is  to  say,  that 
those  who  want  unification  will  not  aban¬ 
don  their  aim  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  do  not 
w*ant  unification.  1  strongly  object  to  it. 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  under  this 
constitution  there  will  be  no  unification, 
because  state  rights  will  be  perfectly  pre¬ 
served.  That  is  my  opinion,  at  any  rate. 
I  do  not  propose  to  make  any  further  ob¬ 
servations.  I  will  merely  repeat  that  if 
members  of  the  Convention  really  desire 
a  federation  they  will  not  vote  against  the 
only  possible  means  of  obtaining  it. 

Sir  JOHN  DO^yNER  :  I  do  not  think 
any  one  can  doubt  that  my  desire  is  to  see 
federation  brought  about.  With  me  it  is 
not  at  all  a  new-fangled  notion.  From  the 
very  initiation,  within  my  parliamentary 
experience,  of  federation  proposals  I  have 
been  ahvays  found  a  strong  supporter  of 
them.  U[)on  this  question  I  scarcely  think 
that  those  who  take  the  view  I  take  of  this 
matter — because  they  sincerely  entertain 
certain  views  as  to  the  lines  upon  which  a 
true  federation  can  be  permanently  main¬ 
tained — should  be  necessarily  subject  to 
the  reflection  that  they  are  not  sincere  in 


the  cau.se  of  federation.  Sir,  I  think  that 
if  we  are  to  have  a  federation  of  a  per¬ 
manent  nature  it  must,  on  its  initiation,  be 
founded  upon  a  perfect  understanding,  and 
on  the  most  complete  good  faith.  If  there 
be  any  amVnguity  in  the  language  or  in 
our  intentions  which  is  capable  of  being 
interpreted  by  one  portion  of  the  dominion 
in  one  direction  and  by  another  portion 
in  another,  the  true  basis  of  federation 
has  not  been  arrived  at,  and  instead  of 
founding  our  arguments  on  mutual  good¬ 
will  and  a  perfect  comprehension  of  each 
other’s  intentions,  we  are  at  the  very  out- 
.set  sowing  di-scord,  and  I  am  sure  will 
not  be  able  to  Appreciate  the  results  whicli 
may  follow.  One  reads  the  views  which 
are  expre.ssed  by  newspapei's  upon  this 
question  from  time  to  time,  and  one  also 
Ildars  the  views  expressed  here  on  the 
subject  by  various  delegates.  We  are 
told  by  one  branch  of  the  public  press — 
which,  if  it  does  not  always  represent, 
does  sometimes  to  a  large  extent  direct 
public  opinion — that  the  basis  of  this  bill 
is  the  recognition  of  the  inferiority  of  the 
upper  house  of  the  legislature  proposed  to 
be  established — the  recognition  of  certain 
lines,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  absolutely 
inapplicable,  although  w^ell  known  to  the 
English  people,  and  which  have  been  here 
in  effect  faithfully  preserved,  the  only  vari¬ 
ation  in  substance  from  old  constitutional 
lines  in  the  bill  now  before  us  being  that 
the  senate  is  authorised  legislatively  to 
do  what  it  now  does  without  legislative 
authority.  The  law  of  the  constitution,  as 
was  well  said  by  Bourinot  in  his  e.ssay  on 
Canadian  federation,  consists,  not  merely 
of  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  also  of  what 
he  calls  the  convention  of  the  law — under¬ 
standings  superadded  to  the  law  which  in 
strictness  he  says  are  not  the  law  at  all  ; 
but  which  still  have  all  the  force  and 
authority  of  law,  because  tliey  are  the  basis 
on  w  hich  the  law  is  made.  Our  under¬ 
standings  superadded  to  the  law  have  all 
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the  force  of  public  opinion  to  back  them 
up,  and  in  this  instiince  I  say  we  ought  to 
hav'e  a  most  complete  and  perfect  under¬ 
standing  as  to  what  we  intend  by  this 
new  departure  in  legislature.  We  ought 
not  only  to  settle  whether  or  not,  if  it 
comes  to  the  bitter  end,  the  senate  repre¬ 
senting  the  states  will  have  the  practical 
power  of  substantially  expressing  its  voice 
in  matters  upon  which  the  legislative 
councils  of  the  different  colonies  are  pro¬ 
hibited  from  expressing  theirs;  but  whether 
in  addition  to  that  it  is  the  general  under¬ 
standing  of  delegates  here  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance,  and  beyond  that  altogether,  whether 
it  is  the  general  unders^nding  of  the 
i)eople  of  Australia,  that  that  is  to  be  the 
position  of  affairs.  Xow,  if  the  lion,  mem- 
Ijer,  ]\Ir.  Wrixon,  in  the  very  able  sjieech 
he  delivered  the  other  day,  directly  ex¬ 
pressed  what  this  law  is  intended  to  be,  and 
in  so  speaking  expressed  the  views  of  the 
delegates  here  and  of  the  people  of  Australia, 
I  have  very  little  to  say.  If  we  were  now 
for  the  first  time  making  a  constitution,  if 
we  had  no  precedents  to  guide  us,  no 
traditions  to  influence  us,  it  would  matter 
little  wliethcr  we  gave  this  power  of  amend¬ 
ment,  if  afterwards  we  gave  a  power  to 
.substantially  bring  about  the  same  result, 
although  ill  a  different  way.  But  if  this 
constitution  is  to  be  interpreted  by  analogy 
and  relation  to  constitutions  that  have  pre¬ 
ceded  it,  with  those  with  which  we  are 
most  familiar,  and  if  this  power  of  making 
a  request  is,  after  all,  to  be  merely  an  ad 
hiisericordiam  appeal  from  the  senate  to 
the  house  of  representatives  to  oblige  them 
by  making  this  or  that  amendment,  the 
senate  telling  them  in  effect  in  the  same 
breath  that  if  they  will  not  make  it  they, 
the  senate,  will  not  insist  upon  it,  then  this 
provision,  clear  as  it  may  be  in  the  letter, 
is  nevertheless  a  delusion  and  a  sham,  and 
will  bring  about  in  no  way  what  the  words 
would  express.  That  is  the  ground  which 
I  take.  I  had  some  notioii-s,  which  I  have 
[5ir  John  Dovmer, 


expressed  in  the  course  of  the  debates 
which  we  have  had,  as  to  the  kind  of 
executive  that  ought  to  exist.  I  am  will, 
ing,  on  reflection,  to  leave  those  altogether 
out  of  consideration,  provided  that  the 
two  branches  of  the  legislature  are  estab¬ 
lished  in  proper  relation  to  each  other.  I 
am  quite  satisfied  to  leave  it  to  what  has 
been  constantly  termed  the  natural  evolu¬ 
tion  of  things  to  determine  what  shall  be 
the  test  of  the  durability  of  the  executive, 
so  long  as  w^e  have  first  settled  the  basis 
on  which  the  two  branches  of  the  legi.sla- 
ture  are  to  co-exist.  If  in  effect  we  have 
denied  the  senate  the  po\ver  of  amend 
ment,  though  we  mean  them  to  have  it  in 
substance,  then  w^e  are  not  ingenuous.  If 
on  the  contrary,  we  mean  to  make  it 
appear  that  w’e  are  gi^dng  the  power  of 
amendment  in  effect,  while  in  substance 
we  do  not  intend  it,  then  we  are  more  dis¬ 
ingenuous,  My  objection  is  simply  this  : 
That  the  foundation  of  all  true  federa¬ 
tion  should  be  in  perfect  sincerity  and  in 
perfect  mutual  understanding,  and  I  object 
to  the  mode  which  has  been  adopted  here, 
ill  wdiich  you  either  give  the  substance, 
assuming  not  to  give  it,  or  in  which  you 
adopt  the  converse  of  that  proposition. 
That  is  practically  all  I  wdsli  to  say  about 
it.  With  the  senate  as  it  ought  to  be, 
and  I  believe  w  ill  lie,  and  as  w’e  have  made 
every  provision  for  making  it,  the  only  true 
aristocracy,  to  use  the  words  of  the  hoii. 
member,  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  an  aristocracy 
of  ability,  of  worth,  and  in  the  general 
estimation  of  the  public — if  tliat  body, 
selected  from  the  very  best  of  the  people, 
surrounded  by  safeguards  to  insure  the  best 
selection,  is  not  fit  to  have  power  given  to 
it  co-ordinate  with  the  pow’er  of  the  other 
branch,  selected  more  indiscriminately  and 
less  carefully,  I  fail  to  see  any  logical 
rea.son  for  the  difference  in  their  authority. 
All  the  analogies  w’hich  have  been  drawn, 
both  w’ith  tlie  House  of  Lords  and  the 
House  of  Commons,  have  no  application 
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w'liatever.  The  analogies  with  reference  to 
the  legislative  councils  andlegislati  veassem- 
Ijlieshavemore  relation,  but  still  those  bodies 
are  by  no  moans  analogous.  At  all  events, 
we  have  surrounded  in  our  bill  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  repre.sentatives  in  the  upper 
branch  of  the  legislature  with  every  means 
to  ensure  tlieir  worthiness.  AVe  have  in¬ 
sisted  upon  their  being  resident  in  the 
dominion  for  five  years,  whereas  in  the 
case  of  members  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  we  have  only  insisted  that  they 
should  have  resided  three  years.  We  have 
insisted  that  the  senators  shall  be  above 
30  years  of  age,  whereas  for  the  house  of 
representatives  manhood  has  been  con- 
►sidered  to  be  a  sufficient  qualification. 
We  have  insisted  upon  the  senators  being 
selected  by  the  elected  of  the  people, 
whereas  the  others  are  elected  by  the 
people  themselves  indiscriminately.  We 
have  taken  every  means  following  the 
analogy  of  the  United  States  to  ensure 
our  senate  being  as  eminent  in  its  per¬ 
sonnel  as  that  remarkable  body  has  always 
been  eminent.  For  what  could  we  have 
been  surrounding  this  body  with  all  these 
precautions  if  it  w^ere  not  with  the  object 
of  recognising  the  states  as  entities  with 
co  ordinate  rights,  acting  together  with 
the  other  branch  of  the  legislature,  and 
as  a  result  taking  care  that  thase  who 
represented  them  should  be  endowed 
with  every  qualification  to  fit  them  for  so 
onerous  a  position  ?  In  this  bill  I  think 
we  are  making  a  mistake.  The  powerful 
senate,  as  I  believe  the  first  senate  will  be, 
will  no  doubt  prove  that  the  statements  of 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  are  abso¬ 
lutely  accurate,  and  the  result  will  be  a 
conflict  amongst  the  states  immediately 
arising  from  misunderstanding,  for  which 
we,  placed  here  to  bring  about  mutual 
understanding,  cannot  say  for  a  moment 
that  we  are  not  to  some  extent  responsible. 
It  is  on  these  grounds  that  I  support  the 
amendment. 


Mr.  McMillax  :  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  the  desire  of  the  Committee  to  take  a 
vote  on  this  matter  to-night.  My  ow'ii 
opinion  is  that  we  ought  not,  and,  as  I 
wish  to  move  an  amendment,  whicli  I 
should  like  to  have  put  in  perhaps  better 
phraseology  than  I  can  command  myself, 
I  would  much  rather  that  the  debate  should 
be  adjourned  now. 

!Mr.  Deakin  :  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
^lunro,  is  jmepared  to  speak  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  ;  In  that  case,  I  will 
give  way. 

Mr.  MUXRO :  We  have  now  arrived  at 
the  point  where  we  have  to  decide  whether 
or  not  our  laboui*s  shall  be  in  vain. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  No  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Surely  I  have  as  much 
right  to  express  my  opinion  to  that  effect 
as  the  hon.  member  has  to  say  “  no.*’  I 
confess  that  if  there  were  no  other  con¬ 
sideration  than  my  personal  view,  I  should 
at  once  reject  the  compromise  we  have 
arrived  at,  because  I  am  entirely  in  favour 
of  responsible  government,  and  re.sponsible 
government  can  only  exist  by  the  power 
of  the  government  to  control  the  finances. 
I  say  that  the  compromise  submitted  on 
the  present  occasion  is  one  which,  if  I  were 
only  to  consider  my  personal  view,  I  would 
at  once  reject  as  utterly  unw'orthy  of  a  free 
people  to  accej^jt.  I  liave,  however,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  views  of  those  op¬ 
posed  to  me,  and  I  have  a  right  to  re.spect 
those  views.  >Seeing  that  those  views  go 
altogether  contrary  to  mine,  I  am  willing 
to  yield  largely  in  order  to  have  those  views 
given  effect  to.  But  I  do  know  this,  that  if 
the  clause  is  carried  as  now  proposed  it  will 
take  all  the  power  that  we  possess,  and  all 
our  influence,  to  get  our  people  to  accept  it. 
I  also  know  that  if  it  be  amended  in  the 
direction  proposed,  it  will  be  absolutely 
impossible  to  get  the  peoide  of  A'ictoria  to 
accept  it.  That  being  so,  I  feel  the  re- 
sponsil>ility  of  the  position  which  I  occupy. 
I  have  come  to  the  colony  of  New  South 
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Wales  on  the  present  occasion  witli  the  de¬ 
termination  to  do  everything  in  my  power 
to  secure  federation.  I  am  not  going  to 
take  up  much  time.  I  want  to  know  ex¬ 
actly  how  we  are  ])laced.  I  say  that  T  am 
prepared  now  to  accept  the  compromise  ar¬ 
rived  at  by  the  Constitutional  Committee, 
becauselwish  to  respect  theviewsof  others. 
But  if  we  are  to  depart  from  that  compro¬ 
mise,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  will  be  utterly 
impossible  for  me  to  ask  tlie  people  of 
Victoria  to  accept  it.  I  know  what  their 
views  are  ;  and  I  say  that  I  should  not 
be  justiticjd  in  asking  those  people,  who 
have  the  absolute  right  now  to  make  their 
own  laws,  to  tax  themselves  as  they  think 
proper,  to  pay  their  debts  as  they  think 
proj>er,  and  do  whatever  tliey  can  as  a 
free  people — to  give  up  their  eights  and 
give  up  their  privileges  and  to  be  put 
in  a  position  in  which  a  minoiity  is  to 
rule.  The  concession  we  are  making  in 
accepting  this  proposal  from  the  Consti¬ 
tution  Committee  is  a  concession  which,  as 
I  have  said,  it  will  be  all  we  can  do  to 
justify.  Being  heart  and  soul  in  favour 
of  federation,  1  am  willing  to  accept  a  com¬ 
promise  ;  but  I  tell  hon.  members  seriously 
that  if  they  want  to  have  federation,  and 
want  the  larger  colonies  to  be  included, 
they  will  not  accept  the  amendment,  be¬ 
cause  if  that  amendment  is  accepted,  it 
will  be  utterly  impossible  for  us  to  agree  to 
it.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  of  any  use 
for  me  to  go  into  the  question  as  to  what 
the  effect  of  the  amendment  will  be,  or 
what  the  effect  of  the  clause  as  it  is  will  be ; 
all  I  have  to  do  at  present  is  to  deal  with 
the  matter  from  a  practical  point  of  view. 
1  ask  myself,  and  my  brother  delegates  here, 
are  we  or  are  we  not  in  favour  of  federa¬ 
tion  h  If  we  are  in  favour  of  federation, 
w’e  shall  concede  as  much  as  we  can.  The 
utmost  that  I  could  possibly  concede  is  what 
is  contained  in  the  clause  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Wrixon:  With  the  amendment  of 
which  I  gave  notice  ! 

[d/r.  Munro, 


Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  say  most  distinctly 
that  the  clause  as  it  stands  does  not  accord 
wdtii  my  views  at  all.  The  clause  as  it 
stands  is  a  restriction  upon  public  liberty, 
upon  the  rights  of  the  people  to  tax  them¬ 
selves.  If  1  had  my  ow  n  way,  1  should  have 
a  totally  ditlerent  clause  ;  but  under  the 
circumstances,  and  to  give  way  as  far  as  1 
can  to  the  view's  of  other  people,  I  am 
willing  to  accept  it.  But  I  say  in  all 
earnestness,  that  if  the  amendment  of  the 
hon.  member  for  South  Australia  is  carried, 
as  far  as  the  colony  of  Victoria  is  con¬ 
cerned,  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  us 
to  attempt  to  federate. 

Mr.  jVIcMILLAN  :  I  think  I  had  better 
make  now  the  few  remarks  which  I  in¬ 
tended  to  make,  and  indicate  the  kind  of 
amendment  which  may  possibly  be  a  com¬ 
promise  for  both  parties.  We  have  had 
some  language  of  a  rather  peculiar  and 
drastic  character  during  the  last  couple  of 
hours,  and  it  has  been  said  that  some  of 
us  have  been  perverted  from  the  faith 
wdth  which  we  started  in  the  Convention. 
I  am  no  pervert  from  the  faith  with  which 
I  started,  but,  like  other  hon.  members,  I 
must  accept  the  fact  that  compromise  is 
necessary  when  such  divergent  interests 
appear  to  be  concerned.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  be  a  profound  student  of  constitutional 
history,  but  I  have-  had  the  honor  of  listen¬ 
ing  to  many  speeches  in  this  Convention, 
and  inapractical  way,  and  with  myowm  com¬ 
mon-sense  I  have  tried  to  dissect  the  views 
put  forth  by  hon.  members,  and  with  all 
due  deference  to  those  high  constitutional 
authorities — and  I  am  particularly  sorry 
to  differ  from  my  lion,  colleague,  Sir  Henry 
Parke.s,  and  that  very  able  man,  the  ex-pre¬ 
mier  of  Victoria,  Mr.  Gillies —men  whose 
lead  I  can  follow,  I  think,  on  almost  all 
political  mattei’S — still  in  spite  of  their 
opinion  I  hold  that  it  would  be  far  better, 
and  would  work  better  in  the  future,  if  wo 
allowed  the  senate,  outside  the  appropria¬ 
tion  bill  for  services  of  the  year,  to  have 
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power  to  amend  money  bills.  I  do  not  liold 
for  one  moment  that  that  senate,  attract¬ 
ing  the  best  men  of  Australasia  witiiin  its 
four  walls,  would  be  of  that  pettifogging 
character  that  it  would  interfere  with 
every  little  jot  and  tittle  connected  with 
the  expenditure  sanctioned  by  the  house  of 
representatives.  I  am  reminded,  and  I 
only  quote  from  memory  of  years  ago,  of 
the  saying  of  a  man  from  whom  we  glean 
a  great  deal  of  our  political  wisdom,  that 
great  and  acknowledged  power  is  not  in¬ 
jured  either  in  apprarance  or  in  fact  by  an 
unwillingness  to  exert  it.  The  men  who 
compose  that  assembly  will  deal  very  care¬ 
fully  with  all  matters  connected  with  the 
people.  They  will  know  that  the  lower 
house  will  have  an  appeal  to  the  people — 
an  appeal  wdiich  they  cannot  resist,  and 
they  are  not  likely  to  low^er  their  dignity 
by  continual  jealousy  of  and  wrangling 
Avith  that  assembly  representing  the  w  hole 
of  the  country.  I  do  not  take  up  the  posi¬ 
tion  Avhich  some  lion,  members  take  wdth 
regard  to  the  upper  house  as  representing 
the  difterent states  of  Australasia.  I  know 
that  that  is  one  of  the  prominent  features 
connected  with  its  functions,  but  at  the 
same  time  we  are  trying  to  erect  a  kind 
of  government  on  the  basis  of  previous 
constitutions.  We,  for  good  or  for  evil, 
say  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  two  houses 
of  parliament ;  and  I  ivant  to  know^,  if  you 
have  tw^o  houses  of  parliament,  wdiat  is  the 
good  of  the  second  house  unless  it  has  the 
power  of  review,  the  power  of  suggestion, 
and  the  power  in  every  way  of  co-ordi¬ 
nately  dealing  with  legislation  ]  Now^,  let 
us  look  at  tlie  progress  of  events.  When 
our  new  constitution  comes  into  force  the 
first  thing  that  will  engage  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  w  ill  be  a  tariii'  bill,  a  taxation  bill 
for  the  whole  of  the  colonies  ;  and  w  ill  any¬ 
body  say  that  there  will  be  any  difficulty 
in  a  new'  departure  like  that,  in  the  very 
first  great  act  of  the  new’  legislature,  with 
the  upper  chamber  of  that  legislature,  not 


a  nominee  chamber,  not  an  upper  chamber 
like  the  House  of  Lords,  but  an  upper 
chamber,  if  not  itself  directly  drawn  from 
the  people,  at  least  elected  by  those  who 
are  drawn  directly  from  the  people  1  There 
is  no  doubt  that  between  the  divergent 
view's  of  the  two  parties  there  must  be  some 
compromise ;  but  it  is  possible  to  make 
a  compromise  without  at  the  same  time 
giving  up  every  portion  of  the  principle. 
I  must  say  that  I  would  sooner  see  this, 
constitution  not  come  into  effect  than  see 
anything  done  that  w’ould,  to  any  extent, 
lower  or  degrade  that  properly  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  legislature.  There  are  twe 
ways  of  doing  everything,  and  the  proposed 
mode  of  sending  suggestions  from  the  pro- 
}>erly  co-ordinate  chamber  to  the  other 
chamber  is,  to  my  mind,  the  most  clumsy, 
the  most  undignified,  and  the  most  humili¬ 
ating  procedure  that  could  ever  be  enacted. 
Talk  about  following  the  lines  of  the 
British  Constitution  !  Why  you  introduce 
here  a  neAv  principle  which  was  never 
heard  of  before.  It  has  been  heard  of  in 
South  Australia,  but  I  do  not  believe  it 
has  ever  been  enacted. 

Mr.  Playford  :  It  has  worked  for  years  i 

Mr.  McMillan  :  In  South  Australia. 

Mr,  Playford  :  Yes  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  But  it  has  not  been 
enacted. 

Mr.  Playford  :  No,  but  it  has  been  in 
operation.  It  has  been  agreed  to  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  am  speaking  of  an 
enacted  constitution.  As  my  hon.  friend 
opposite  said,  the  senate  will  not  come  to 
the  low'er  house  in  the  dignified  position 
of  a  chamber  offering  advice,  and  giving 
suggestions  by  right  of  its  legislative 
pow’er. 

Mr.  Playford  :  They  w’ould  if  it  were 
so  enacted  1 

Mr.  McMillan  :  They  Avould  come, 
as  has  been  properly  said,  witli  an  ad  miser  i- 
cordiam  appeal,  asking  the  other  chamber 
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to  be  gracious  and  kind  enough  to  take 
tlieir  suggestions  into  consideration. 

]\rr.  Pl.vyford  :  No  ! 

]\Ir.  iVEcMILLAN  :  'We  must  remember 
that  we  are  making  what  is  called  a  paper 
constitution.  It  may  be  well  enough  for  us, 
in  the  liberal  spirit  of  our  debate,  to  say 
that  we  do  not  intend  this  to  be  an  un¬ 
dignified  procedure  ;  but  once  it  is  crystal¬ 
lised  into  an  act  of  parliament  you  will 
have  the  lawyers  throughout  Australia 
dealing  with  it  as  a  paper  enactment,  and 
would  it  not  be  a  fair  inference  for  any 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives  to 
say,  “This  upper  chamber  has  no  right  to 
dictate  to  us ;  the  constitution  only  gives 
them  the  right  to  make  ad  miaericordiam 
representations ;  they  are  not  in  any  way 
equal  to  us”?  I  use  this  very  strong  lan¬ 
guage  to  show  that  I  am  still  of  the 
opinion  with  'which  I  entered  the  Conven¬ 
tion  with  regard  to  the  judiciousness  on 
our  part,  with  the  view  of  carrying  out 
federation,  of  giving  both  houses  co¬ 
ordinate  powers.  Still,  there  must  be 
some  compromise,  if  we  are  to  bring  about 
federation  at  the  present  time.  What  I 
should  propose  would  be  this  :  Of  course, 
it  is  allowed  on  all  hands  that  it  would  be 
very  inconvenient  for  the  upper  house  to 
interfere  with  the  different  items  in  the 
appropriation  bill,  which  simply  appro¬ 
priates  revenue  and  carries  out  a  settled 
policy  involving  no  new  departure  ;  but 
no  upper  house  would  care  to  interfere 
with  such  a  bill,  because  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  executive  authority  would  be 
more  or  less  represented  in  tlie  lower  house. 
However,  we  now  come  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  a  new  policy,  with  the  question 
of  taxation,  which  must  be  one  of  the  more 
radical  questions  in  any  federation  of  this 
kind.  What  I  should  ])ropose — and  it  is 
not  essentially  different  from  the  present 
proposition,  but,  to  my  mind,  will  main¬ 
tain  the  dignity  of  the  upper  house — is 
that  the  upper  house,  -when  it  receives  these 
[J/r.  McMillan. 


money  bills,  should  have  a  right  to  discuss 
them,  and  to  amend  them  in  the  same  way 
as  they  do  any  other  bills. 

Sir  Hkxhv  Parkks  :  No  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  Then  their  amend¬ 
ments  will  go  down  to  the  lower  house, 
not  as  suggestions,  but  in  the  ordinary 
constitutional  way.  Supposing  the  lower 
house  accepts  half  of  the  amendments  and 
rejects  half  of  them,  we  can  make  it  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  when  the  bill  is  returned 
to  the  upper  chamber  for  that  body  to 
either  accept  or  reject  it, 

Mr.  Playford  :  It  is  the  same  thins, 
only  in  different  words  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  You  get  the  same 
thing  ;  but  you  do  not  introduce  a  miser¬ 
able  subterfuge,  which  degrades  and  lowers 
the  dignity  of  the  upper  chamber. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  It  in  no  way  de¬ 
grades  it  ! 

]Mr.  McMillan  Let  us  look  at  the 
question  a  little  further.  Anybody  would 
think  that  this  power  of  veto  was  to  be 
dormant ;  but  surely  if  you  give  the  power 
of  veto,  you  give  one  of  the  strongest  and 
most  powerful  motives  for  the  rejection  of 
the  whole  measure. 

Colonel  Smith  :  A  great  deal  too  strong ! 
Mr.  McMillan  :  The  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  would  give  the  upper  house  nothing 
at  all.  The  means  which  I  propose  would 
to  a  certain  extent  bring  about  finality. 
There  can  be  no  finality  between  bodies 
of  this  kind,  except  by  compromise  and 
mutual  concession,  or,  in  the  case  of  the 
lower  house,  by  ultimate  appeal  to  the 
people.  By  adopting  the  proposal  I  sug¬ 
gest,  you  do  not  strain  the  constitution; 
you  do  not  put  within  the  four  corners  of 
this  enactment  something  which  by  infer¬ 
ence  may  be  .said  to  show  clearly  that  the 
upper  Iiouse  is  on  a  lower  status  than  the 
lower  house  with  which  it  is  to  be  co-ordi* 
nate.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  my  propo¬ 
sition  is  adopted,  you  allow  the  members 
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of  tlie  upper  house  to  go  through  the  hill 
in  the  ordinary  way  upon  the  ordinary 
lines,  and  instead  of  their  amendments 
going  down  as  suggestions,  they  go  down 
in  the  first  place  as  amendments — as  in¬ 
dications  of  what  they  require  to  be  done, 
if  they  are  to  pass  the  bill.  Of  course 
at  all  times,  as  now  in  the  case  of  every 
ordinary  bill,  they  are  quite  open  to  agree 
to  a  compromLso,  even  upon  their  own 
amendments.  And  when  the  bill  comes 
back,  I  suggest  that  it  should  either  be 
accepted  or  rejected,  so  as  to  bring  about 
to  a  certain  extent  finality.  Tliis,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  would  be  a  much  more  acceptable 
form  of  carrying  out  what  I  can  only  con¬ 
ceive  is  a  very  clumsy  device,  and  it  in  no 
way  derogates  from  the  dignity  of  the 
upper  house  ;  but  at  the  same  time  keeps 
together  the  ordinary  form  of  our  consti¬ 
tution,  and  will,  I  believe,  in  every  way 
effect  what  is  attempted  to  be  effected  by 
the  clause.  The  reason  I  asked  for  an 
adjournment  was  because  I  would  rather 
have  my  own  views  put  into  shape  by  a 
legal  member  of  the  Committee,  and  I  shall 
then  be  very  glad  to  see  a  vote  upon  the  ques¬ 
tion.  I  cannot  vote  for  the  sweeping  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker,  be¬ 
cause  I  still  think  that  the  appropriation 
1  ‘ill  should  be  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  lower  house  for  convenience  more  than 
for  anything  else.  It  deals  with  the  ap¬ 
propriation  of  revenue  to  be  raised  on  a 
policy  to  which  the  upper  house  has  pre¬ 
viously  agreed,  and  it  does  not  stand  on 
any  analogous  footing  whatever  with  the 
new  policy  adopted  with  regard  to  money 
bills.  That  is  all  that  I  have  to  say,  and 
I  should  like  very  much  to  be  able  on 
Monday  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  the  subject. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  I  only  rise  to 
say  that  if  an  amendment  of  the  cliaracter 
wliich  is  suggested  is  moved,  I  shall  feel 
it  my  duty  to  submit  another  amendment 
restricting  the  senate  from  amending  or 
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touching  in  any  way  bills  appropriating 
revenue,  or  imposing  new  burdens  upon 
the  people. 

Progress  reported. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  McMillan)  proposed  : 

That  the  Convention  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  BROWN  :  On  the  motion  for  the 
adjouniment  of  the  Convention,  I  take  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  very  gi*eat 
regret  that  urgent  private  business  will 
compel  me  to  leave  Sydney  to-morrow.  I 
need  not  say  that,  having  taken  the  interest 
I  have  taken  in  this  important  subject,  it 
is  a  matter  of  great  regi’et  that  I  am  com¬ 
pelled  to  leave  before  the  work  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  is  completed,  as  I  hope  it  will  be. 

I  rise  more  for  the  purpose  of  expressing 
now — as  1  shall  not  have  the  opportunity 
of  expressing  it  at  a  more  fitting  time  here¬ 
after — the  obligation  'which  I,  in  common 
with  other  membei-s  of  the  Convention, 
feel  that  we  are  under  to  the  Government 
and  people  of  New  South  Wales  for  the 
manner  in  which  we  have  been  received  on 
this  important  occasion.  I  do  most  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  that  the  difference  of  opinion 
that  has  arisen  amongst  the  various  dele¬ 
gates  will  be  armnged,  so  that  when  the 
work  for  which  this  Convention  was  called 
together  is  completed  a  measure  will  be 
placed  l)efore  the  citizens  of  Australia 
which  will  meet  with  their  approval,  and 
that  we  shall  find  that  our  Avork  here  has 
not  only  not  been  in  vain,  but  that  we 
have  contributed  to  the  building  up  to 
the  great  Australian  union  w  hich  Ave  are 
all  desirous  of  seeing  established.  I  re¬ 
gret  that  I  am  compelled  to  leave.  I 
haA'e  not  taken  any  Aery  active  part  in 
the  debates  of  the  Convention  because  I 
have  found  from  time  to  time  that  the 
ideas  I  should  have  been  inclined  to  ex¬ 
press  have  been  taken  up  by  others.  There¬ 
fore  1  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  tres¬ 
pass  on  the  time  of  the  Convention.  I 
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have,  however,  followed  the  debates  very 
carefully,  and  I  think  those  wlio  estimate 
the  work  of  the  Convention  by  the  mere 
number  of  the  hours  during  which  it  has 
been  sitting  here  formally  would  form  a 
very  inadequate  idea  of  the  work  which 
has  been  accomplished.  A^ery  much  work 
has  been  done  by  the  committees,  to  whom 
we  are  very  much  indebted,  and  very  much 
more  work  also,  I  am  satisfied,  has  been 
done  by  the  private  consultations  of  lion. 
membei*s  with  one  another.  1  desire,  as 
I  have  stated,  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
returjiiing  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  people 
and  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
for  the  manner  in  which  we  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  liere,  and  to  congratulate  you,  sir, 
on  the  success  so  far  achieved. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Convention  adjourned  at  6*17  p.ni. 
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The  Presilext  took  the  chair  at  1 1  a.ra. 

ADDREvSS. 

The  President  :  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  Tuckurimba,  which  I  request  the  sec¬ 
retary  to  read. 

The  secretary  read  the  following  letter : — 

Tuckurimba,  27  March,  1891. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Parke{3, 

President  of  the  Federal  Conference. 

Sir, — As  secretary  of  the  Tuckurimba  Pro¬ 
gress  Committee,  I  feel  very  much  gratified  to 
have  to  forward  to  you  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  at  our  meeting, 
very  largely  and  representatively  attended,  on 
the  24th  instant : — 

Tliat  this  committee  desire  to  convey  to  the  Federal 
Conference,  through  its  president,  the  hope  that  its  de¬ 
liberations  may  result  in  the  forming  of  a  iinitod  Australian 
nation  ;  and  that  this  resolution  be  sent  by  our  secretary 
to  the  President  of  the  Federal  Conference  now  sitting  at 
Sydney. 

I  have,  &c., 

Henry  M.  McCauguey. 

[J/r.  Brovm. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA  BILT> 
111  C  ouimittee  (consideration  resumed  from 
3i  d  April)  .• 

CHAPTER  I.— THE  LEGISLATURE. 

Part  V. — Powers  of  the  ParliaToeiit. 

Clause  55.  (1.)  The  senate  shall  have  equal 
power  with  the  house  of  representatives  in 
respect  of  all  proposed  laws,  except  laws  im- 
^losing  taxation  and  laws  appropriating  the 
necessary  8ui>plies  for  the  ordinary  annual  ser-  5 
vices  of  the  government,  which  the  senate 
may  aliirm  or  reject,  but  may  not  ameinl. 
But  the  senate  may  not  amend  any  proposed 
law  in  such  a  manner  as  to  increase  any  pro¬ 
posed  charge  or  burden  on  the  people.  10 

(2. )  Laws  imposing  taxation  shall  deal  with 
the  imposition  of  taxation  only. 

(3.)  Laws  imposing  taxation,  except  laws 
imposing  duties  of  customs  on  imjxirts  shall 
deal  with  one  subject  of  taxation  only.  15 

(4.)  The  expenditure  for  services  other  than 
the  ordinary  annual  services  of  the  gov’ern- 
ment  shall  not  be  authorised  by  the  same  law 
as  that  wdiich  appropriates  the  supplies  for 
such  ordinary  annual  services,  but  shall  he  20 
authorised  by  a  separate  law  or  law’s. 

(5.)  In  the  case  of  a  proposed  law  which 
the  senate  may  not  amend,  the  senate  may 
at  any  stage  return  it  to  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  with  a  message  requesting  the  omis-  25 
sicn  or  amendment  of  any  items  or  provisions 
therein.  And  the  house  of  representatives 
may,  if  it  thinks  fit,  make  such  omissions  or 
amendments,  or  any  of  them,  wTth  or  without 
modifications.  30 

Upon  which  Mr.  Baker  had  moved,  by 
way  of  amendment  : 

That  all  the  w’ords  in  sub-section  1 ,  after  the 
first  w’ord  “  law^s,^*  line  3,  be  omitted. 

Mr.  TIIYNNE:  I  think  this  ques¬ 
tion  deserves  a  little  more  consideration, 
than  is  proposed  to  be  given  to  it  by 
some  hon.  gentlemen  wdio  wdsh  to  see  it 
disposed  of  immediately.  We  have  now 
come  to  one  of  tlie  clauses  of  the  bill  to 
whicli  a  great  deal  of  importance  is  at¬ 
tached  by,  1  tliiiik,  every  member  of  the 
Convention.  It  is  a  clause  the  effect  of 
which  may  have  such  an  influence  in 
directing  the  operations  of  the  comnion- 
wealth  and  its  parliament  in  the  future 
that  I  think  it  would  be  unwise  for  us  to 
pass  over  this  important  matter  without 


Australia  Bill. 


723 


[6  April,  1891.] 


Cojivnonwealtk  of 

giving  it  the  very  fullest  consideration  we 
are  capable  of  giving  it.  In  dealing  with 
tliis  question  I  propose  to  occupy  the  time 
of  the  Convention  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
to  enter  into  a  very  careful  consideration 
of  some  of  the  matters  which  have  arisen 
in  this  dehate.  The  line  of  thought  which 
ha.s  urged  me  to  get  up  and  speak  has 
been  suggested  by  an  observation  which 
was  made  on  our  la.st  meeting  day  by  the 
hon.  delegate,  ^Mr.  Deakin.  lie  then,  no 
doubt,  introduced  into  the  debates  a  new 
style  of  argument  compared  with  what 
had  been  adoi)ted  in  this  Convention,  in 
the  manner  in  which  he  criticised  the 
action  of  certain  members  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  in  taking  their  seats  in  a  particular 
division  that  took  place.  The  words  which 
he  used  struck  me  very  much  at  the  time  ; 
first  of  all,  because  of  the  very  forcible  con¬ 
demnation  with  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
uttered  them,  and,  in  the  next  place,  they 
struck  me  with  surprise  that  of  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Convention  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Deakin,  should  be  found  the  one  man 
in  it  who  would  venture  to  attack  any 
members  of  the  Convention  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  they  took  on  that  occasion.  The  words 
the  hon.  gentleman  used  w'ere  something 
to  this  effect,  so  far  as  I  can  recollect 
them.  He  .said,  “  The  extraordinary  com¬ 
bination  in  the  last  division,  reactionary 
radicals  and  iconoclastic  conservatives  sit¬ 
ting  together  on  the  same  bench,  was 
enough  to  startle  any  member  in  any  house 
in  a  constitutionally  governed  country.” 

Colonel  Smith  :  That  is  quite  right ! 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  That  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Deakin,  should  have  been  the  person 
in  tins  Convention  to  make  that  attack 
upon  any  member  of  it,  is  a  matter  that 
struck  me  with  great  surprise,  becau.se,  in 
tlie  history  of  those  colonies  if  there  has 
ever  been  a  union  of  reactionary  radioal- 
i.sni  and  iconoclastic  conservatism,”  that 
hon.  member  and  his  colleagues  in  Victoria 
have  proved  it  in  history. 


Mr.  Munuo  :  What  has  that  to  do  with 
the  business  before  us  now  ? 

]\lr.  THY'NNE  :  It  has  a  good  deal  to 
do  with  the  busines-s,  and  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  will,  I  think, see  before  I  conclude  that 
it  has  ;  at  any  rate,  in  some  minds  it  lias  a 
very  important  bearing  on  the  business 
before  the  Convention.  In  political  mat¬ 
ters  one  may  see  these  violent  coujunction.s 
of  opposing  parties  and  these  strange  com¬ 
binations.  They  are  justifiable  in  the  face 
of  extraordinary  crises.  They  are  only- 
justified  when  something  aiTses  which  over¬ 
shadows  all  the  leading  points  of  the  party 
organLsations  of  the  country.  Then,  and 
only  then,  it  is  that  statesmen  are  at 
liberty  with  credit  to  themselves  to  po.st- 
pone  the  advocacy  and  the  enforcement  of 
their  political  principles  wdien  it  amounts 
merely  to  a  temporary  withdi-awal  of  them 
to  allow  the  danger  of  the  crisis  to  pass  by. 
But  w^e  have  seen  these  gentlemen  who 
are  so  ready  to  attack  the  motives  or  the 
jiosition  of  other  delegates — we  have  seen 
for  seven  long  years  what  I  may  call  an 
extraordinary  connection  of  radicalism  and 
conservatism  living  and  thriving  under  the 
pow  erful  influence  of  my  hon.  friend,  Mr. 
Deakin ;  thriving  to  an  extent  which  I 
think  is  absolutely  without  precedent  in 
any  part  of  the  British  dominions.  I  do 
not  refer  to  these  matters  for  the  sake  of 
making  a  retort  or  an  attack  upon  those 
hon.  gentlemen  ;  but  the  train  of  thought 
w^hich  was  suggested  by  that  hon.  gentle¬ 
man’s  i-emarks  Las  led  me  to  question 
what  ought  to  he  the  influence  whicbthese 
delegates  should  have  upon  the  members 
of  the  Convention  in  dealing  with  the  im¬ 
portant  question  of  the  relative  position 
of  the  several  states  to  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment.  Now,  any  set  of  men  advociiting 
seriously  and  entertaining  strong  opinions 
upon  political  matters, and  wdio  forsoiiie  un¬ 
known  reason  wull  abandon  their  views  for 
such  a  long  term  as  seven  or  eight  years  can¬ 
not  but  undergo  some  deterioration.  They 
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must  suffer  .some  cleterioratiou  in  tlieir  po¬ 
litical  prestige  and  principles  by  what  cannot 
I  think  under  any  circumstances  be  justi¬ 
fied  ;  and  the  people  who  have  not  been, 
as  tlie  lion,  gentleman  says,  startled  by  the 
extraordinary  sight  of  these  two  opposing 
elements  sitting,  not  merely  on  the  same 
bench  in  a  casual  division,  but  sitting  in 
the  same  ministry,  conducting  the  affairs 
of  the  colony  for  seven  or  eight  years — a 
period,  I  think,  almost  without  precedent 
in  these  colonies — the  people  whose  sense 
of  political  [)ropricty  and  of  the  correct 
conduct  of  political  affairs  has  not  been 
startled  by  that  extraordinary  combina¬ 
tion,  and  have  submitted  to  it,  must  also 
have  suffered  some  of  the  deterioration 
which  their  leaders  underwent.  I  think 
these  extraordinary  combinations  of  re¬ 
actionary  radicalism  and  iconoclastic  con¬ 
servatism  —  I  like  the  sound  of  those 
words — really  have  an  effect  which  is  not 
good  either  for  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
binations  or  for  the  men  who  follow  them 
in  their  political  career.  Another  senti¬ 
ment  which  has  been  expressed  by  hon. 
gentlemen  has  struck  me  with  a  great  deal 
of  suriDrise.  The  hon.  gentleman  professes 
to  be  a  great  leader  of  democracy,  and  yet 
he  is  incapable  or  professes  himself  to  bo 
incapable  of  accepting  the  position  which 
the  hon.  member,  Dr.  Cockburn,  so  clearly 
laid  down  :  that  it  is  ncce.ssary  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  real  rights  of  the  people,  as  far 
as  po.ssible,  by  having  a  strong  local 
government.  The  hon.  gentleman  goes 
in  for-  advocating  complete  centralisation. 
I  must  say  that  I  am  very  much  astonished 
to  find  that  the  democracy  of  Victoria,  of 
which  I  take  the  hon.  gentleman  to  be  the 
leading  representative,  is  of  that  de.scrip- 
tion.  And  when  I  look  back  upon  the 
history  of  popular  thought  in  Victoria; 
when  I  look  back  upon  the  gi'eat  victories 
which,  in  times  gone  by,  democracy  has 
won,  I  am  afraid  to  say  under  other  leaders, 
I  cannot  but  think  that  they  have  for  a 
[J/V.  Thynne, 


moment  forgotten  the  object  for  which 
they  combined  originally,  and  have  now 
descended  from  being  a  democracy  for  the 
establishment  of  liberty  to  a  democracy 
seeking  some  less  worthy  object.  I  would 
again  for  a  moment,  sir,  ask  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  refer  to  the  working  of  this  com¬ 
bination.  I  Avas  very  much  interested 
.some  time  ago  in  reading  of  a  traveller  in 
Russia  being  pursued  by  the  fierce  wolves 
that  infest  the  steppes,  and  who  in  terror 
of  his  own  destruction  from  their  teeth 
sought  to  gain  a  short  respite  by  throwing 
overboard  one  of  his  own  children.  I  do 
not  say  that  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Deakin, 
or  any  of  his  colleagues,  have  adopted  the 
extreme  course  which  the  unfortunate 
traveller  felt  himself,  in  his  terror,  obliged 
to  do.  But  I  think  that  these  combina¬ 
tions,  these  unholy  associations  for  a 
moment,  have  sustained  their  existence  by 
casting  behind  them  with  «a  very  profuse 
and  liberal  hand — not  exactly  the  children 
who  were  coming  after  them,  but  certainly 
the  means  of  sustenance,  the  life-blood  of 
their  existence,  by  those  extraordinary  ex¬ 
penditures  of  which  the  Victorian  people 
arc  noAv  .so  strongly  complaining. 

!Mr.  Muxro  :  Question  ! 

IMr.  Gillies  :  What  has  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  to  do  with  that? 

Mr.  TH  YNNE  :  T  do  not  .say  that  Vic¬ 
toria  is  the  only  colony  in  the  group  which 
has  pursued  this  course,  but  I  think  I 
am  justified  in  alluding  specially  to  that 
colony,  because  of  the  extraordinary  j)osi- 
tion  wdiich  its  delegates  take  uj)  in  the  Con¬ 
vention.  The  representatives  of  no  other 
colony  take  up  the  position  here  which 
they  do.  The  members  of  the  Assembly 
from  Victoria  present  one  solid  phalanx 
in  this  Convention.  With  two  notable  ex¬ 
ceptions,  wdiich  T  will  mention  pre.sently, 
I  think  there  is  practically  no  member  of 
the  Convention  who  advocates  the  extreme 
view’  w'hich  they  do.  T  cannot  but  ex¬ 
press,  if  the  hon.  member  will  allow  me, 
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my  great  sympathy  M'itli  the  Premier  of 
Victoria  in  liaving  to  succeed  in  the 
management  of  its  affairs. 

The  Chairman  :  Order.  I  have  allowed 
the  hon.  member  to  go  on  now  for  some 
time ;  but  I  must  call  his  attention  to  tlie 
question  before  the  Convention,  whicli  is 
a  proposal  to  omit  all  the  words  in  the 
1st  sub-clause  after  the  word  laws.”  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  hon.  gentleman  is 
not  discussing  that  question,  but  the  policy 
of  certain  Victorian  politicians,  which,  I 
think  he  must  see,  is  irrelevant. 

Mr.  TIIYNNE  :  I  bow  to  your  ruling, 
sir.  My  object  was  not  to  discuss  Vic¬ 
torian  politics,  which  I  do  not  profess  my¬ 
self  to  be  capable  of  doing  with  much 
effect; but  I  thought  that  on  this  clause  I 
should  be  justified  in  arguing  with  my  col¬ 
leagues  in  this  Convention  against  wdiat 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  stand  taken  almost 
alone  by  the  representatives  of  Victoria. 
I  have  endeavoured,  in  the  remarks  I  have 
been  making,  to  explain,  as  far  as  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  do  so,  the  reason  why  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Victoria  have  taken  in  this 
Convention  an  almost  isolated  course.  Tliis 
is  the  crucial  clause  of  the  bill.  Upon  the 
provisions  w’e  make  with  respect  to  the 
legislation  of  the  federation  depends  its 
very  existence. 

Dr.  Cock  burn  :  The  question  is  whether 
'we  are  to  have  federation  or  unification  ! 

Mr.  TIIYNNE  :  Quite  so  —  whether 
we  are  to  have  federation  or  unification. 
The  whole  case  depends  upon  the  course 
the  Convention  take  with  reference  to  this 
clause,  and  for  that  reason  I  am  venturing 
to  speak  .somewhat  fully,  and  I  will  now 
add  a  few  remarks  which  may,  perhaps,  be 
held  to  bear  a  little  more  directly  upon  the 
point  at  issue.  I  think  I  am  within  the 
rules  of  debate  in  referring  to  the  attitude 
a  certain  section  of  the  Victorian  delegates 
have  taken  in  this  Convention.  Was  there 
any  feature  in  our  proceedings  which  struck 
members  of  this  Convention  at  the  com¬ 


mencement  of  our  sittings  so  forcibly  as 
the  peculiarly  selfish  position  we  all  thought 
the  repre.sentatives  of  Victoria  took  up  in 
wliat  was  called  their  claim  for  a  guaran¬ 
tee  1  That  claim  was  argued  very  strongly 
by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  and  that 
hon.  member  was  supported  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  !Munro. 

]SIr.  Munro  :  No ! 

Islr,  THYNNE  :  I  understood  so. 

-Sir.  Munro  :  But  I  .say  no  ! 

Colonel  Smith  :  That  i.s  passed  and 
settled  ! 

Mr.  TIIYNNE  :  I  think  the  delegates 
of  Victoria,  coming  somewhat  hastily  to 
this  Convention,  mistook  the  real  interests 
of  the  people  of  Victoria  in  taking  up  tlie 
position  that  tliey  did,  and  having  been 
once  mistaken - 

Mr.  Munro  :  Surely  there  is  nothing  of 
this  in  the  clause  ! 

^Ir.  THYNNE  :  I  am  sorry  the  hon. 
members  from  Victoria  seem  to  feel  so 
keenly  the  remarks  I  am  making. 

Mr.  Munro  :  We  feel  that  the  hon, 
member  is  not  talking  upon  the  subject 
before  the  Committee  ;  that  is  all  j 

^Ir.  THYNNE  :  I  am  sorry  tliese  gen¬ 
tlemen  are  so  sensitive  to  a  little  criticism. 

I  have  surely  not  been  unduly  severe. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Oh  dear,  no.  We  are 
quite  enjoying  it ! 

Mr.  THYNNE:  T  would  point  out 
this  :  that  if  the  Premier  of  Victoria  felt 
it  necessary  to  repudiate  one  portion  of 
their  claim  he  might  find  it  equally  neces- 
saiy,  before  the  Convention  is  over,  to 
withdraw  from  the  position  wdiich  he  and 
his  colleagues  ought  not  to  have  taken  up 
on  the  question  of  state  rights. 

Mr.  ]\IuNRO  :  We  each  express  our  own 
judgment  ! 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  I  am  afraid  my  hon. 
friend,  Colonel  Smith,  feels  a  little  sore  at 
my  remarks. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Not  at  all.  I  am  quite 
enjoying  them  ! 
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^Ir.  THYNNE  :  I  liavo,  however,  to 
make  to  the  lion,  gentlenijxn  something  in 
the  nature  of  an  apology.  I  regret  that 
the  hon.  and  gallant  gentleman,  for  whom 
I  have  a  great  deal  of  respect,  and  whom 

are  all  very  glad  to  see  in  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  was  so  ready  to  talk  of  packing  np 
his  portmanteau  and  running  away  from 
us.  I  at  first  thought  the  hon.  gentleman 
v/as  not  taking  up  a  position  which  a  gal¬ 
lant  gentleman  ought  to  occupy  ;  but  I 
Lave  changed  my  views  with  regard  to  the 
hon.  gentleman’s  object. 

Colonel  Smith  :  1  have  also  changed  my 
mind  ! 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  I  think  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  has  been  playing  the  part  of  an 
able  tactician,  and  that  he  has  been  making 
merely  a  feint  to  retire,  that  his  feint  has 
been  nearly  successful,  and  that  even  gen¬ 
tleman  from  Victoria,  and  many  other 
members  of  the  Convention,  are  on  the 
brink  of  being  led  into  a  trap  which  the 
hon.  gentleman,  in  his  able  generalship,  has 
laid  for  them.  In  other  respects,  if  the  hon. 
member  has  not  converted  very  many  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  Convention  to  his  own  way  of 
thinking,  he  has  certainly  advocated  the 
claims  of  Ballarat  very  extensively. 

Colonel  Smith  :  A  very  fine  place  is 
Ballarat ! 

]\Ir.  THYNNE:  I  have  nothing  more 
to  say  with  reference  to  the  hon.  member. 
With  regard  to  my  hon.  friend,  Mr, 
Wrixon,  another  delegate  from  Victoria, 
we  find  that  it  has  hitherto  been  almost 
the  invariable  rule  in  Australian  politics 
that  distinguished  statesmen  who  have  left 
the  colonies  for  a  short  time,  on  business 
how.soever  important,  have  found  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  undergo  on  their  return  some 
period  of  political  quarantine  before  re¬ 
turning  to  political  power.  I  do  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  express  my  own  feeling  that  the 
gentlemen  comprised  in  this  particular 
section  of  the  Victorian  delegation  do  not 
express  here  tlie  better  thought  of  the 
[J/r.  Thynne. 


Victorian  peojde.  If  they  do  expro.ss  that 
better  thought,  if  the  Victorian  jieople 
have  really  taken  up  in  their  hearts 
the  position  these  gentlemen  reyiresent, 
the  question  arLses  in  my  mind  as  to 
whetlier,  under  tliose  circumstances,  they 
have  yet  risen  to  the  federal  atmosphere — 
to  an  atmosphere  entitling  them  to  come 
into  this  Convention.  I  sliould  not  feel 
very  much  aggrieved  if  they  had  not  come 
in,  because  I  feel  that  it  will  not  be  very 
long  lM?fcre  they  will  be  made  to  ask  for 
admission  to  the  federation,  wdiich  I  liope 
will  be  brought  about  sooner  or  later  as 
the  result  of  our  discussions.  Apart  from 
the  hon.  gentlemen  of  whom  I  have  already 
spoken,  there  are  two  prominent  and  aide 
members  of  the  Convention  who,  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent,  support  the  views  to  which  I 
liave  referred.  One  of  these  is  our  very 
highly  respected  and  venerated  President, 
Sir  Henry  Parkes.  I  have  listened  care¬ 
fully  to  every  word  that  has  fallen  from 
him  ;  I  have  sought  in  his  words  for  some 
guidance  and  assistance  in  coming  to  a 
conclusion  on  some  of  the  most  important 
questions  with  which  w’ehave  had  to  deal; 
but  I  mlist  say  I  have  not  heard  fall  from 
him  any  clear  description  of  the  form  of 
government  we  shall  have  to  adopt  here, 
because  at  one  time  wliile  the  hon.  member 
has  spoken  of  a  federal  government  in 
terms  to  which  I  cannot  but  give  my 
hearty  adherence,  he  has,  at  other  times, 
spoken  of  following  the  example  of  the 
British  Constitution  as  far  as  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  do  so.  Up  to  a  recent  period  I 
have  been  left  in  some  doubt  as  to  what 
would  really  be  the  hon.  gentleman’s 
definition  of  what  our  federal  parliament 
should  be.  I  have  not  heard  in  his  many 
able  speeches  that  clear  definition,  that 
clear  division  of  the  points  at  issue  for 
which  I  had  hoped,  and  which  I  still  hope 
to  receive  at  his  hands.  I  sjieak,  of  course, 
wdth  the  very  greatest  respect  for  the  lion, 
gentleman  ;  and  I  will  now  pa.ss  on  to 
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another  exception  to  the  general  rule  in 
thi.s  Convention,  I  refer  to  tlie  lion,  niem- 
her,  Mr.  Playfonl.  He  lias,  I  think,  put 
forward  in  this  Convention  tlie  most  im¬ 
portant  ohjection  to  giving  the  senate  and 
liouse  of  representatives  coequal  powers. 
His  objection  is  that  if  we  give  the  two 
bouses  coequal  powers,  we  cannot  have 
responsible  government.  I  am  not  very 
much  afraid  of  that,  altliough  it  seems  to 
me — and  I  liave  at  the  same  time  great 
respect  for  tlie  opinions  of  a  gentleman 
wlio  has  had  such  a  large  experience  in 
the  working  of  responsible  government — 
that  responsible  government  is  one  of  those 
things  that  will  adapt  itself  to  almost  any 
circumstances  which  may  aiise.  It  lias 
evolved  itself  from  a  system  of  govern¬ 
ment  ill  which  there  has  been  practically 
coequal  powers  between  two  houses  at  one 
time  or  other,  and  I  think  it  may  be  trusted 
still  to  establish  itself  among  English-speak¬ 
ing  people  in  these  colonies.  It  Ls  a  thing 
which  it  is  extremely  hard  to  define^  You 
cannot  lay  down  lines  upon  which  it  may 
or  may  not  act ;  but  I  think,  even  under 
coequal  houses,  with  a  little  forbearance 
and  common-sense  which  we  will  expect 
to  find  in  those  two  houses,  a  system  of 
responsible  government  will  not  only  exist, 
but  it  will  exist  in  a  better  condition  than 
it  does  at  present.  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Playford,  with  his  great 
practical  experience  and  practical  mind, 
whether  he  prefers  to  preserve  responsible 
g^overnment  for  the  federation  at  the  risk 
of  its  destruction  in  the  states,  or  whether 
be  prefers  to  liave  responsible  government 
preserved  in  the  states  at  the  risk  of  some 
slight  modification  of  it  in  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  ?  In  the  scheme,  as  it  stands  at 
present,  it  is  proposed  that  a  very  large 
and  most  important  section  of  the  revenue 
of  each  colony  shall  he  handed  over  to  the 
federal  government.  In  looking  over  some 
figures  last  night  I  found  that  from  Vic¬ 
toria  something  over  500,000  of  their 


revenue  will  be  taken  aw'ay  by  the  fedem- 
tion,  and  I  dare  say  it  will  be  the  same  in 
proportion  in  the  other  colonie.s.  I  would 
a.sk  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford,  how 
he  will  explain  tlie  future  working  of  re¬ 
sponsible  government,  which,  if  it  does  any- 
tliing,  places  upon  the  administration  as  its 
greatest  duty  the  financial  management  of 
affairs  in  each  colony.  How  can  responsible 
.government  be  maintained  in  these  colonies 
w  hen  they  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
how  much  of  their  revenue  is  to  comeback 
to  them,  and  when  they  have  no  means 
of  influencing  efifectually  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  taken  into  the  federation  ? 
Next  year,  or  the  year  after  federation 
has  been  accomplished,  how  can  the  trea¬ 
surer  of  any  colony  prepare  with  any  con¬ 
fidence  a  financial  statement  %  How  can 
he  tell  how  much  money  he  is  likely  to 
get,  or  what  his  revenue  is  to  hel  It  wdll 
be  very  difficult  for  the  ti*easurers  to  do  so 
for  many  years  until,  with  our  usual  adap¬ 
tability  to  circumstances?,  w’e  get  accus¬ 
tomed  to  the  new  current  of  aftair.s. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  They  need  not  count 
on  getting  much  back  ! 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  My  small  contribution 
to  the  discussion  on  this  point  is  this  : 
That  unless  the  parliaments  of  the  colonies 
have  by  their  representatives  in  the  senate 
an  eflective  voice  in  preventing  extrava¬ 
gance  in  the  federal  pvarliaraent,  tliose  par 
liaments  will  never  be  able  to  count  upon 
their  revenue,  or  as  to  wdiat  their  means 
of  sustenance  will  be.  The  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  will  be  like  the  hunter  sitting  at  his 
table  w  ith  his  hounds  ai'ound  him,  waiting 
to  have  cast  to  them  the  bones  which  are 
left  after  he  has  had  his  meal.  The  states 
will  indeed  he  in  a  subordinate,  a  degraded 
position  ;  and  they  will  never  he  able  to 
maintain  their  influence  or  the  poNver 
w  hich  I  at  least  am  desirous  they  should 
maintain. 

Dr.  CocKBURN :  They  will  exist  on 
charity  ! 
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Mr.  TIIYNNE :  On  charity,  or  whatinay 
1)6  worse,  on  favouritism,  or,  at  any  rate,  on 
principles  which  will  not  ])e  likely  to  con¬ 
duce  to  the  self-respect  of  the  parliaments  of 
the  difierent  states  or  of  the  people  whose 
affairs  they  administer.  With  regard  to 
the  clause  itself,  I  think  that  these  words, 
‘‘  The  ordinary  annual  services  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,”  form  one  of  those  elastic  terms 
which  mean  nothing  at  all,  w  Inch  w  ill  form 
no  restriction.  It  is  certainly  a  very  poor 
sentence  upon  which  to  distinguish  tlie 
lines  according  to  wdiich  one  house  of  par¬ 
liament  may  act  under  certain  circum¬ 
stances  and  may  not  act  under  other  cir¬ 
cumstances.  There  arc  tw'o  distinct  parties 
in  this  Convention  upon  this  question.  One 
paity  sa^’s,  With  the  clause  as  it  stands 
now  we  are  piactically  getting  all  that  w’e 
ask.”  The  other  party  says,  “We  are 
making  concessions,  and  w’e  are,  at  any  rate, 
preserving  the  pow’er  of  one  house  somewhat 
at  the  expense  of  the  other.”  If  this  clause 
is  intended  hy  one  party  to  unduly  curb  the 
power  of  the  senate,  I  think  that  the  clause 
in  its  present  form  ought  not  to  appear  in 
a  constitution  act  framed  in  Australia.  If, 
on  the  other  band,  it  is  intended  to  operate, 
as  I  am  afraid  it  will,  inimically  to  tlie  in¬ 
terests  of  the  states  composing  the  federa¬ 
tion,  it  is  not  one  that  ought  to  appear  in 
our  constitution.  In  any  case,  it  Ls  really 
only  a  form  of  regulation  of  parliarnentaiy 
procedure  betw’een  the  two  houses  and  one 
which  I  think  w'e  ought  to  leave  entirely 
to  the  capacity  and  good  sense  of  the  two 
houses  which  we  hope  to  see  elected  under 
this  constitution.  I  am  afraid  I  have  tres¬ 
passed  on  the  feelings  of  some  lion,  gentle¬ 
men,  but  I  have  been  obliged  to  do  so  in 
order  to  explain  as  well  as  I  could  the  rctoson 
why  I  give  iny  support  to  the  amendment 
moved  by  tlie  hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker. 

Mr.  BIRD  :  I  hope  the  members  of  tlie 
Convention  generally  have  spent  Sunday 
more  profitably  than,  I  think,  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Thynne,  has  done.  I  think 
\_Mr,  Thynne, 


that,  instead  of  going  to  church,  like  a 
good  Christian,  and  listening  to  a  sermon 
from  a  minister,  he  has  spent  yesterday  in 
preparing  a  sermon  for  Yictoria  in  general 
and  the  representatives  of  Victoria  and  some 
other  hon.  members  in  particular.  How¬ 
ever  pleasant  that  sermon  may  have  been  to 
deliver,  I  do  not  think  it  will  jiroduce  more 
effect  on  those  who  listened  to  it  than 
w^as  produced  by  many  of  the  sermons  de¬ 
livered  yesterday  on  those  w  ho  went  to  hear 
them.  I  performed  the  good  Christian’s 
part,  and  went  to  church  twice  ;  tJierefore, 
I  have  had  no  time  to  prepare  such  a  ser¬ 
mon  as  that  just  delivered,  which  travelled 
over  a  field  wider  than  that  which  the 
question  before  the  Convention  would  per¬ 
mit.  But  I  feel  bound,  in  view  of  the 
vote  I  intend  to  give  on  this  question,  to 
say  a  few  words  in  justification  of  that  vote. 
In  speaking  on  this  question  on  a  former 
occasion  in  this  Convention,  I  expressed 
strongly  my  belief  that  the  senate  ought 
to  have  co- ordinate  powers  with  the  house 
of  representatives.  More  particularly  I 
then  said  it  ought  to  have  co-ordinate 
powders  if  it  were  elected,  as  it  ought  to  be 
elected,  directly  by  the  people.  Now',  we 
have  altered  somewhat  tlie  constituency  of 
the  senate,  or,  rather,  w'e  have  not  adopted 
that  constituency  wdiich  I  believe  would 
have  been  the  best.  But,  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  with  a  senate  constituted  as  it  is 
to  be  constituted  under  the  clause  w'e  have 
already  agreed  to,  I  still  feel  that  there 
could  be  no  harm  whatever,  but  only  the 
conferiing  of  a  right — and  a  proper  right 
— upon  the  senate,  if  w^e  gave  to  it  those 
powers  w  hich  w^eare  asked  to  give  to  it  by 
the  amendment  of  the  lion,  member,  Mr. 
Baker.  I  cannot  understand  why  there  is 
such  a  great  fear  expressed  on  the  part  of 
several  members  of  the  Convention  as  to 
giving  the  senate  such  iiow^ers  as  those.  I 
think  it  must  arise  very  largely  on  the  j^art 
of  those  hon.  members  from  their  having 
had  no  such  experience  as  some  of  us 
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have  liatl  in  other  colonies  as  to  the  work¬ 
ing  of  similar  powers  when  possessed  by 
the  upper  houses.  As  is  well  known,  in 
Tasmania  the  upper  house  has  a  consider¬ 
able  power  in  dealing  with  money  bills ; 
but,  beyond  the  annoyance  naturally  felt 
by  the  lower  house  when  their  measures 
are  seriously  amended  by  the  upper  liouse 
no  great  evil,  if  any,  lias  resulted  in  the 
long  run.  And  so  in  South  Australia  ;  I 
understand  that  a  practice  which  runs  very 
much  on  tlie  lines  proposed  in  this  bill  has 
been  in  operation  there,  and  has  worked 
fairly  well.  Therefore,  with  such  experi¬ 
ence  as  we  have  had  in  South  Australia 
and  Tasmania  of  partial  or  complete  power 
in  regard  to  money  bills  being  possessed  by 
the  upper  house,  it  seems  to  me  exceedingly 
strange  that  there  should  be  so  much  hesi¬ 
tation  and  unwillingness  to  give  to  the 
senate  more  power  in  regard  to  money 
bills  than  is  possessed  by  several  upper 
houses  in  the  colonial  legislatures.  Con¬ 
sidering  that  we  shall  have  in  the  senate 
as  good  men  certainly  as  we  shall  have 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  men  as  well 
able  to  judge  upon  the  various  matters 
brought  before  them  as  any  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  does  it  not  strike  hon. 
members  as  strange  that  they  should  not 
have  the  right  even  to  express  their  opinion 
upon  matters  of  expenditure  or  taxation  in 
the  way  in  which  some  hon.  members  would 
wish  to  prevent  them  from  doing  ?  If  we 
acknowledge  that  those  who  are  to  be  mem- 
bei's  of  the  senate  are  men  of  good  standing, 
men  of  good  judgment,  men  chosen  by  the 
elect  of  the  people,  together  with  some 
who  are  nominated  by  the  governments  of 
the  various  colonies  who  are  supposed  to 
nominate  those  who  are  in  many  respects 
representative  men — if  we  are  going  to 
have  men  of  this  class,  why  hesitate  to 
give  them  the  power  claimed  for  them  by 
some  to  deal  with  bills  of  all  kinds  ?  But 
whilst  I  hold  strongly  that  the  amendment 
oxight  to  be  carried,  and  that  the  senate 


ought  to  have  this  powder,  yet  know'ing,  as 
I  do,  that  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales 
are  hardly  likely  to  join  the  federation 
if  any  greater  concession  is  made  than  is 
already  in  the  bill  in  regard  to  the  powers 
of  the  senate,  and  desiring,  as  I  do,  most 
strongly  tliat  we  should  not  insist  upon  pro¬ 
visions  which  may  possibly — or,  I  should 
probably — have  the  effect  of  excluding 
such  colonies  as  Victoria  and  New  South 
Wales  from  the  federation,  I  feel  tliat, 
however  strong  one’s  views  are  in  regard 
to  the  powders  which  the  senate  ought  to 
possess,  we  ought  to  have  considei^ation 
for  the  interests  of  the  federation  as  a 
whole,  and  not  to  push  our  principles  so 
far  as  to  exclude  colonies  like  those. 

Mr.  Doxaldsox  :  Bather  sacrifice  all  the 
other  colonies ! 

Mr.  BIRD  :  No.  I  do  not  consider  that 
by  the  proposal  now  before  us  all  the  other 
colonies  are  being  sacrificed,  but  that  there 
is  a  large  concession  made  to  them.  The 
concession  made  in  the  bill  is  perhaps  a 
larger  concession  than  some  hon.  members 
appear  to  think  it.  I  do  not  know  really 
whether,  if  they  had  the  power  to  amend 
money  bills  and  send  their  amendments  to 
the  lower  house  embodied  in  a  bill,  the 
senate  would  ha  v'e  any  more  power  than  tliey 
will  have  under  the  concession  now  placed 
before  us.  There  is  just  this  difference  : 
Instead  of  embodying  their  amendments  in 
the  bill  and  sending  it  down  to  the  represen¬ 
tative  chamber,  their  amendments  will  be 
embodied  in  a  message  and  sent  down  for 
the  consideration  of  the  house  of  represen¬ 
tatives,  the  message  accompanying  the  bill. 
Therefore,  in  the  house  of  representatives 
there  would  be  the  same  consideration 
given  to  the  proposed  amendments  of  the 
senate  as  if  they  were  in  the  bill  and  sent 
back  in  the  ordinary  way.  . 

JNlr.  Ad  YE  Douglas  ;  If  clause  5  is 
struck  out,  what  then  1 

^Ir.  CuTiiBERT  :  There  is  no  danger  of 
that  ! 
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Mr.  BIRD  :  I  am  going  to  argue  for 
tlie  clause  standing  in  the  bill  as  it  is,  be¬ 
lieving  the  concession  made  there  to  those 
Nvlio  want  to  have  co-ordinate  powei's  given 
to  the  senate  is  one  that  gives  more  than 
some  members  appear  to  tliink.  1  feel  tliat 
whatever  the  views  of  the  senate  are,  they 
can  be  expressed  in  the  shape  j)rovided  for 
here,  and  will  receive  due  consideration 
from  the  house  of  representatives  wlien 
brought  before  it — as  due  and  full  consider¬ 
ation  as  if  they  were  stated  in  the  bill  in 
the  ordinary  w’ay.  I  am  so  anxious  that 
without  great  sacrifice  of  princijde  we 
should  secure  the  federation  of  the  colo¬ 
nies — and  by  no  means  should  we  pass  a 
provision  that  would  exclude  Victoria  and 

ew  South  Wales — that  lam  quite  prepared 
to  agree  to  the  concession  proposed  in  the  bill 
and  not  to  press  for  a  further  amendment 
giving  a  larger  concession,  as  is  proposed 
by  the  hon.  member  for  South  Australia. 
I  felt  it  right  to  say  this  in  justification  of 
the  vote  I  shall  give,  as,  having  spoken  as  I 
did  on  a  former  occasion,!  might  have  been 
for  the  sake  of  consistency  compelled  to 
vote  for  the  amendment  But  considerinsr 
the  expressions  of  opinion  tliat  we  have 
had,  and  particularly  the  statement  from 
the  premiers  of  New  South  Wales  and  Vic¬ 
toria  that  neither  of  those  colonies  can 
join  the  federation  if  the  senate  is  to  have 
powers  equal  to  tliose  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  I  arn  disposed  to  vote 
against  Mr.  Baker’s  amendment,  and  tliu.s 
agree  to  a  compromise  for  the  sake  of  the 
federation  of  the  whole  of  the  colonies. 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS:  The  speech 
W’hich  the  hon.  member  has  just  made  is 
one  I  might  have  expected  from  him, 
that  is  to  say,  that  he  w’ould  argue  one 
day  in  one  w^ay  and  vote  in  the  opposite 
direction  tlie  next  day.  Eitlier  the  senate 
ought  to  maintain  its  position  or  it  oiiglit 
to  give  it  up  at  once  without  any  condi¬ 
tion  whatever.  Is  the  senate  to  liav^e  any 
powers  at  all,  or  is  it  to  retain  such  powers 
Bird. 


as  it  w'as  intended  to  give  it  ?  Wlien  we 
started  it  was  proposed  to  give  the  states 
equal  representation  in  the  senate,  be¬ 
cause  tliey  liad  virtually  no  power  in  the 
house  of  representatives.  Therefore,  you 
say  you  will  make  it  up  by  giving  them 
jiow^er  in  the  senate.  The  5th  portion 
of  tlie  clause  gives  a  most  extraordinary 
method  of  j)roviding  w^ays  and  means 
to  do  nothing,  because  any  legislature  at 
present  has  power  within  itself  to  do  wliat 
that  clause  expres.ses,  and  hon.  members 
must  have  been  aware  of  it.  When  this 
clause  w^as  agreed  to  in  committee,  it  w'as 
undei'stocd  that  it  was  merely  put  in  tlie 
bill  in  order  that  it  might  be  debated  in 
the  Convention.  The  amendment  of  Mr. 
Baker  for  striking  out  these  exceptional 
mattei’s  puts  the  senate  in  its  proper  posi¬ 
tion — it  gives  it  pow  er  to  exercise  a  right 
w'hich  they  possess  in  taxing  their  several 
provinces  in  the  way  in  v/hicli  tliey  think 
they  aro  justified  in  taxing  them.  How 
are  w'e  to  get  on  in  the  smaller  colonies 
simply  because  Victoria  and  New  South 
Wales  said  sometliing  on  the  subject  ?  On 
the  last  occasion  w^e  heard  that  tho.se  colonies 
w^ere  divided.  It  is  not  because  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  the  Premier  of  Victoria  have  said 
that  the  colonies  wdiich  they  represent  wdil 
not  agree  to  this  provision  that  w’^e  are  to 
assume  that  those  colonieswill  not  acce]it  it. 
And  why  should  not  the  smaller  colonie.s 
say,  “  We  will  not  agree  to  the  bill  If 
they  do  so  w^e  shall  have  a  very  fine  arrange¬ 
ment  between  Victoria  and  New  South 
\V ales,  which,  w'e  know,  cannot  agree  upon 
any  subject  whatever,  and  are  therefore  sure 
to  come  to  grief  in  this  matter.  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact,  and  we  had  experience  of  it  on 
Friday  last,  that  these  colonies  cannot  agree. 
Immediately  any  question  arose  between 
them  it  had  to  be  set  aside.  They  could 
not  agree  on  river  navigation,  upon  railway 
management,  or  upon  any  other  subject. 

jMr.  Munro  :  They  agreed  upon  cveiy- 
thiiig  I 
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Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  Tliey  agreed 
upon  every  tiling !  Yes,  they  agreed  to  carry 
n  bill  which  will  not  be  satisfactory  to  the 
other  colonies.  The  majority  of  the  re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  smaller  colonies  have 
stated  that  tlie  propo.sed  arrangement  is 
not  suitable  to  them  ;  but  they  are  to  be 
left  out  of  consideration  because  some  of 
the  representatives  of  the  two  big  colonies 
liave  said  that  they  will  not  agree  to  the 
amendment.  I  say  that  a  bill  must  be 
passed  which  will  be  accepted  in  all  the 
colonies,  not  one  by  which  one  or  two  of  the 
colonies  will  be  able  to  domineer  over  the 
rest.  The  big  colonies  will  have  sufficient 
power  without  being  permitted  to  domineer 
in  that  way.  You  might  as  well  say  that 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales  are  to  settle 
the  laws  of  the  whole  of  Australia  as  pass 
this  clause  as  it  is.  That  is  the  meaning  of  it. 

Colonel  Smith  :  No  ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  Then  what  is 
the  meaning  of  it,  if  Victoria  and  New 
South  Wales  are  to  have  a  representation 
of  nine-tenths  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  and  the  house  of  representatives  is 
to  control  the  senate  ? 

]Mr.  Muxro  :  They  w  ill  pay  nine-tenths 
of  the  tiixes  ! 

Mr.  ADYEDOUGLAS  :  What  has  that 
to  do  with  it  ]  The  individual  citizens  wdll 
not  pay  more  taxes,  though  conjointly 
they  may  pay  more. 

Mr.  Munuo  :  Taxation  and  representa¬ 
tion  must  go  together  ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  Have  we  not 
taken  the  United  States  Constitution  as 
our  example  in  framing  this  bill ;  but  what 
does  it  say  ?  Does  it  not  say  that  the  small¬ 
est  states  sh2\ll  have  the  same  representa¬ 
tion  as  the  larger  states,  and  did  not  many 
of  the  small  states  at  fii’st  remain  out  of 
the  Union  until  it  was  arranged  that  they 
should  have  equal  pow-or  1 

Colonel  S.MiTii :  They  were  not  offered 
the  same  conditions  as  are  offered  now^  ! 

.  Mr.  Moore  :  No  ! 


Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS:  Well,  you 
can  make  a  constitution  between  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria  ;  but  you  will 
not  liave  Tasmania,  Queensland,  and  South 
Australia  in  it.  We  know  what  Victoria 
has  done  in  the  past.  She  lias  tried  to 
cripple  the  smaller  colonies,  and  has  put 
her  foot  down  upon  us,  and  a  big  foot  it 
is.  But  we  are  not  to  be  dragged  into 
this  federation  whether  we  like  it  or  not. 
I  am  surprised  that  the  hon.  member  who 
told  us  about  the  sermon  he  heard  yester¬ 
day,  should  turn  round  and  go  back  upon 
himself,  and  jump  jira  crow  in  this  Con¬ 
vention.  In  Tasmania  Ids  conduct  will  be 
reprobated,  and  we  shall  know  how  to 
treat  him  when  he  gets  back  there.  We 
understand  these  things  there,  and  we  are 
not  to  be  domineered  over, notwithstanding 
this  talk  about  the  big  colonies.  Tlie  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Munro,  happens  to  l)e  at  the 
head  of  affairs  in  Victoria  just  now ;  but 
a  few  months  ago  the  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  was  in  his  place,  and  at  the  next 
election  the  hon.  member  will  probably  be 
moved  out  again.  First,  we  say  that  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  shall 
be  equal,  and  then  we  try  to  clip  the  wings 
of  the  senate,  and  prevent  them  from  doing 
anything ;  but  I  ho|>e  the  delegates  from 
the  smaller  colonies  will  not  yield  to  this 
oppi*ession,  to  this  domineering,  to  these 
threats  of  the  packing  up  of  carpet  bags 
and  going  away.  Those  who  make  them 
might  as  well  go  away,  because  the  other 
colonies  will  not  join  them  in  the  federation 
they  jiropose.  I  trust  that  the  delegates 
from  the  smaller  colonies  will  not  bo  de¬ 
terred  from  doing  their  duty  towards  those 
colonies  by  anything  which  has  taken  place 
here,  or  by  the  attempt  which  has  been 
made  to  put  down  argument  by  force  and 
threats  that  “  we  will  take  off  our  traps, 
and  i-emain  no  longer  amongst  you.”  I 
say  that  the  smaller  colonies  have  justice 
on  tlieir  side.  They  ought  to  be  repre¬ 
sented!  in  the  senate  as  was  agreed  upon 
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at  tlie  starting  point,  and  they  should  not 
be  prevented  from  exercising  the  same 
rights  and  privileges  there  as  the  larger 
colonies  exercise,  without  regard  to  their 
population. 

!Mr.  J.  FOIITIEST  :  My  object  in  rising 
is  not  to  tell  lion,  members  that  I  have 
changed  my  opinion,  but  to  say  that  I  in¬ 
tend  to  vote,  as  I  said  I  would  vote  at 
tirst,  for  the  amendment  of  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Baker.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  the  only  clause  in  the  bill  which  would 
give  security  to  the  colonies  with  small 
populations,  and  I  feel  certain  that  it 
would  be  very  difficult  indeed  to  induce 
those  colonies  to  join  the  federation  if  we 
told  them  that  both  of  the  great  colonies, 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  would 
have  more  repre.sentatives  in  the  lower 
house  than  the  whole  of  the  other  colo¬ 
nies  put  together,  unless  we  could  at  the 
same  time  tell  them  that  the  various  colo¬ 
nies  would  have  equal  representation  in  the 
senate,  and  that  the  powers  of  the  .senate, 
and  of  the  house  of  representatives,  would 
be  coequal  and  co-ordinate.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  senate  which  will  be  cho.sen 
under  this  bill  will  be  very  different  in 
its  conq)osition  from  our  present  upper 
houses,  and  will  not  be  imbued  with  local 
politics  and  local  disputes,  but  will  be 
an  august  and  experienced  body,  and  I 
hope  will  be  thoroughly  representative.  If 
they  will  not  be  thoroughly  representative, 
all  I  can  say  is,  that  I  hope  that  .some 
other  means  will  be  devised  by  which  they 
will  become  as  thoroughly  representative 
as  the  lower  house,  and  that  no  occasion 
will  be  left  to  those  who  are  opposed  to 
having  any  upper  house  to  taunt  them 
wnth  not  representing  any  one  but  them¬ 
selves.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  proposal 
to  make  the  lower  house  superior  to  the 
senate  can  only  result  in  lowering  its 
prestige,  in  making  it  appear  to  the  peo])le 
of  Australia  an  inferior  body — a  body  with 
a  disability  upon  it.  Can  any  one  say  that 
[J/r.  Adye  Douglas, 


the  upper  house,  as  it  is  proposed  to  create 
it  under  this  bill,  will  be  less  experienced, 
less  wise,  less  patriotic,  and  le.ss  able  than 
the  house  of  representatives?  I  believe 
that  they  will  be,  if  anything,  a  superior 
body,  thoroughly  representative,  wi.se,  and 
patriotic,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  wo 
should  be  unwilling  to  give  them  full 
power  to  deal  with  all  matters  connected 
with  the  legislation  of  the  continent  in  all 
classes  of  bills.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal,  during  our  rather  protracted  delibera¬ 
tions,  from  the  delegates  representing  the 
larger  colonies  which  we  liave  never  heard 
from  those  representing  the  smaller  colo¬ 
nies.  We  have  heard  no  threats  that  they 
will  pack  up  their  carpet  bags,  and  that 
their  colonies  will  not  accept  the  bill,  from 
tliose  representing  smaller  population.s. 
We  heard  one  large  colony  .say,  through 
its  premier  :  “  Victoria  will  not  have  the 
bill,’’  and  a  little  later  we  heard  that  “  New 
South  Wales  will  not  have  it.”  I  think 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  say  that  these 
colonies  will  not  accept  the  measure  after 
it  has  been  referred  to  them  in  the  proper 
manner,  and  surely  before  we  separate  some 
means  will  be  devised  for  referring  this  mat¬ 
ter  to  the  people  of  the  colonies.  But  can 
any  one  at  present  say  that  the  colony  which 
he  represents  is  prepared  to  accept  the  bill 
when  w^e  pass  it  ?  I  say  that  no  one  here 
has  authority  to  make  such  a  statement. 
Equally  the  rule  applies  that  if  they  can¬ 
not  .say  the  colony  wdll  accept  it  they  can¬ 
not  say  that  the  colony  wdll  reject  it.  We 
have  been  sent  to  the  Convention  to  frame 
a  constitution  in  the  best  way  we  can,  and 
when  we  have  arrived  at  our  conclusions 
w  ill  be  the  time  to  say  wdiether  the  bill  is 
one  which  the  people  can  accept  or  not. 
We  have  come  to  the  Convention,  I  main¬ 
tain,  on  perfectly  equal  terms,  although 
some  of  us  have  come  from  colonics  con¬ 
taining  small  population.s.  We  do  not 
come  here  to  be  threatened  ;  we,  wdio  re- 
pre.sent  small  populations,  have  our  duty 
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to  perform  equally  'with  those  who  repre¬ 
sent  large  populations.  We  heard  liar- 
aiigues  the  other  day  as  to  what  the  demo¬ 
cracy  of  Australia  would  receive,  and  as 
to  what  the  democracy  of  Australia  would 
not  receive.  I  suppose  these  sentiments 
came  from  tho.se  who  would  be  leaders  of 
this  great  democracy.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  jealousy  was 
imported  into  the  debates  by  the  rival  can¬ 
didates — those  who  wish  to  be  the  sole 
leaders  of  what  they  call  the  democracy  of 
Australia.  I  can  only  say  that,  as  far  as 
I  am  personally  concerned,  I  have  a  duty 
to  perform  to  the  Pailiament  which  sent 
me  here,  equally  to  that  of  the  Premier  of 
Victoria,  and  I  shall  have  to  answer  for 
my  vote  when  I  return  in  the  same  way 
as  he  or  any  other  member  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  will  have  to  do.  How  can  I,  then, 
go  back  to  the  colony  I  represent,  and  tell 
the  people  that,  by  my  vote,  I  left  them 
to  the  com])lete  mercy  of  the  larger  popu¬ 
lations?  They  would  naturally  say,  “Why 
you  are  going  to  annihilate  us,  and  to  leave 
us  entirely  at  their  mercy.'’  I  might  reply, 
“  They  are  magnanimous,  generous  people; 
they  will  not  do  anything  that  is  wrong 
or  harsli.”  The  answer  would  be,  “  Pe- 
member  that  we  are  now  an  autonomous 
state,  and  we  do  not  wish  to  be  left  at  the 
mercy  of  any  one.”  It  would  be  no  argu¬ 
ment  for  mo  to  say,  “  You  must  trust 
to  the  magnanimity  or  generosity  of  the 
people  of  the  larger  colonies.”  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  union  is  to  exist  it  must  be 
on  terms  just  to  .all  the  people  of  Aus¬ 
tralia. 

^Ir.  Muxuo  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  J.  FORREST  :  It  would  be  ridicu¬ 
lous  for  any  one  of  us,  representing  small 
colonie.s,  to  return  to  our  homes  and  to 
tell  the  people  that  they  would  be  repre¬ 
sented  in  a  house  containing  nearly  100 
members  by  four  members,  and  that  they 
would  have  equal  representation  in  the 
upper  house ;  but  that  that  representation 


would  not  possess  coequal  powers  with 
the  representation  of  other  colonies.  I 
think  the  best  course  to  pursue  is  to  pass 
the  bill  in  the  best  way  we  can,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  views  of  the  majority 
of  membei*s  present.  I  hope,  however, 
we  shall  have  no  more  tlireats  as  to  tins 
or  that  colony  not  joining  the  federation. 

Mr.  Munro  :  That  is  wliat  the  hon. 
member  has  done  ! 

Mr.  J.  FORREST ;  I  have  never  said 
that  the  colony  of  Western  Australia  will 
not  join,  nor  am  I  in  a  position  to  say  so  ; 
neither  am  I  in  a  position  to  say  they  will 
join.  I  am,  I  think,  exactly  in  the  same 
position  as  the  hon.  member  for  Victoria, 
Mr.  Munro.  Let  us  p.ass  the  bill  in  the 
best  form  we  can,  whether  we  gain  our 
own  ends  or  not,  but  let  us  have  no  more 
threatening,  because  I  do  not  like  it ;  be¬ 
sides,  this  is  not  the  place  for  threatening. 

!Mi\  PLAYFORD  :  I  have  been  very 
much  astonished  in  listening  to  the  views 
put  forward  by  some  hon.  members.  We 
ha^  e  been  deliberately  told  that  unless  we 
give  equal  powers  to  the  senate  we  go  for 
unification,  and  that  if  we  do  give  equal 
powers  to  the  senate  we  go  for  federation. 
That  is  a  most  absurd  statement.  Hon. 
members  well  know  that  it  depends  upon 
the  power  which  you  give  to  parliament, 
whether  you  take  j^ower  from  the  senate 
or  not,  and  not  as  to  the  distribution  of 
tl}ab  power  between  the  two  branches  of 
the  legislature.  It  is  not  a  question  as  to 
whether  you  distribute  powei's  this  way  or 
that  as  regards  state  rights ;  but  it  is  a 
question  as  to  whether  you  take  from  the 
states  certain  powers  and  give  them  to  the 
parliament.  W  e  arc  now  discussing,  not  the 
taking  of  powers  from  the  states,  but  as  to 
how  we  intend  to  distribute  the  legislative 
powers  of  the  commonwealth  between  the 
two  houses — the  senate  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  hou.se  of  representatives  on  the 
other  ;  and  the  question  of  unification  or 
federation  does  not  come  in.  It  will  be 
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just  as  mucli  a  unification,  even  if  the 
senate  have  very  small  powers  coinpaied 
with  the  other  house,  if  you  take  away 
the  powers  from  the  states,  ami  give  them 
to  the  central  parliament  as  a  whole  ;  and 
it  will  be  as  much  a  federation  if  they 
have  large  or  small  powers.  The  ques¬ 
tion  of  unification  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  point  at  present  under  discussion. 
The  lion,  member,  ^Ir.  Thynne,  asked  me 
one  question  which  I  will  attempt  to 
answer.  Responsible  government,  he  as¬ 
serted,  could  adapt  itself  to  any  circum¬ 
stances.  I  will  ask  the  hou.  member 
does  he  know  where  responsible  govern¬ 
ment  has  ever  adapted  itself  to  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  two  coequal  houses?  No¬ 
where  in  the  world.  I  suppose  the  lion, 
member  has  read  history  sufficiently  to 
enable  him  to  know  that  in  England  we 
never  obtained  responsible  government 
until  the  coequal  powder  was  taken  from 
the  House  of  Lords.  At  one  time,  in 
fact,  that  House  had  greater  power  than 
the  Commons  ;  but  we  never  obtained  re¬ 
sponsible  government  in  the  mother  coun¬ 
try  until  the  power  of  the  House  of  Lords 
w^as  taken  away  and  lodged  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  I  hold  to  the  opinion  I 
have  previously  expressed  on  this  point, 
that  I  believe  you  cannot  carry  on  re¬ 
sponsible  government  .satisfactorily  with 
two  absolutely  coequal  hou  sea  That  is 

an  opinion  which  1  have  expressed  from 
the  first.  I  have  also  expressed  myself 
to  the  efiect  that  personally  I  have  not 
the  slightest  objection  to  ask  the  people  of 
this  great  continent  to  agree  to  a  common¬ 
wealth  in  which  the  two  houses  shall  be 
coequal,  and  in  wdiich  the  executive  sh.all 
be  elected  by  the  two  houses  in  the 
same  way  as  is  done  in  Switzerland.  I 
find,  however,  in  speaking  to  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  on  tliis  subject,  that  there  are  very 
few  who  agree  witli  me.  Even  a  number 
of  those  who  are  in  favour  of  coequal 
powers  being  given  to  the  senate  will  not 
[i/r.  Play  ford. 


go  in  for  doing  away  with  responsible 
government.  Therefore,  so  far  as  this  ques¬ 
tion  is  concerned,  it  seems  lio[)eles.s  to  argue 
upon  it.  I  hold  to  the  opinion  that  respon¬ 
sible  government  cannot  work  satisfactorily 
with  two  houses  coequal  in  power.  An¬ 
other  point,  upon  which  I  wish  to  say  one 
or  two  words,  has  reference  to  the  state¬ 
ment  which  has  been  made  to  the  efieefc 
that  without  equal  power  the  small  states 
will  be  ridden  over  rough-shod  by  the 
larger  states ;  that,  as  the  last  speaker 
stated,  the  smaller  states  will  be  practi¬ 
cally  the  mercy  of  the  larger  states. 
Will  any  intelligent  man  take  up  this 
proposed  constitution  bill  and  examine  the 
proposals  contained  in  clause  55,  and  tell 
me  that  the  smaller  states  will  be  at  the 
mercy  of  the  larger  states  ?  First,  they 
have  equal  representation  ;  secondly,  they 
have  equal  powers  on  all  matters,  except¬ 
ing  money  bills,  relating  to  the  ordinary 
annual  expenditure  on  the  ordinary  service 
of  the  year,  and  dealing  with  taxation. 
They  have  the  power  of  amendment  in 
regard  to  all  but  two  classes  of  money 
bills — the  power  of  absolute  amendment 
coequal  with  that  of  the  other  house. 
With  regard  to  tliose  two  particular  classes 
of  bills,  they  have  a  right  to  suggest  to- 
the  other  house  amendments  in  any  clause 
or  parts  of  a  clause.  The  Constitutional 
Committee  have  adopted  precisely  the 
mode  adopted  in  the  colony  of  South  Aus¬ 
tralia,  where  it  has  been  in  force  for  between 
twenty  or  thirty  years.  We  have  worked 
under  that  system  for  between  twenty 
or  thirty  years.  The  upper  house  have 
the  right  to  make  suggestions,  and  those 
suggestions — taking  the  case  as  showing 
liow  the  system  would  w^ork  if  it  were 
adopted  for  the  commonwealth — have  been 
as  respectfully  treated  and  considered  by  the 
lower  house  as  any  amendment  wliich  lias 
ever  been  made  in  connection  with  any  bilk 
They  have  been  quietly  and  intelligently 
debated  in  the  lower  house;  they  have  been 
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agreed  to  either  with  or  without  amend¬ 
ment,  or  disagreed  to,  as  the  case  may  be, 
and  they  have  been  sent  back  to  the  legis¬ 
lative  council  precisely  in  the  same  way  as 
is  proposed  here.  Ever  since  we  made  the 
compact  in  consequence  of  the  claim  of 
the  Legislative  Council  in  South  Australia 
to  coequal  powers  with  the  House  of  As¬ 
sembly  in  dealing  with  money  bills,  except 
as  regards  initiation — ever  since  we  entered 
into  that  compact,  nearly  thirty  years  ago, 
we  have  never  had  the  slightest  trouble 
with  regard  to  the  working  of  the  compact. 
It  has  worked  in  the  most  harmonious 
manner,  and,  so  far  as  the  legislative 
Council  is  concerned,  I  have  never  heard 
a  single  member  of  that  body — and  I  have 
been  in  the  Parliament  since  1868 — utter 
a  wish  that  the  compact  should  be  broken 
in  any  way,  though  in  the  Lower  House  a 
late  treasurer  brought  forward  a  motion 
only  a  year  or  so  ago  to  the  effect  that  we 
should  break  the  compact  between  the  two 
houses  because  it  gave  the  Legislative 
Council  too  much  power.  With  the  right 
on  the  part  of  the  senate,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  veto  any  measure  brought 
before  it ;  with  equal  powers  in  respect 
to  all  proposed  laws,  except  those  impos¬ 
ing  taxation,  and  appropriating  the  neces¬ 
sary  supplies  for  the  year,  which  the 
senate  may  affirm  or  reject  ;  with  a 
right  to  insist  that  any  bill  dealing  with 
new  taxation  shall  be  so  subdivided  that 
only  one  subject  at  a  time  can  be  dealt 
with — with  the  senate  possessing  all  these 
powers,  and  with  the  immense  preponder¬ 
ance  of  votes  which  the  smaller  colonies 
will  have  in  the  senate,  how  can  any 
man  in  his  senses  say  that  the  smaller 
colonies  need  have  any  fear  whatever  of 
being  overridden  in  the  legislation  of  the 
country  if  this  pi*oposal  is  adopted  1  I  fail 
to  see  any  such  danger.  I  try  to  look  at 
the  matter  with  a  dispassionate  eye.  I 
try  to  look  at  it  from  the  standpoint  of  a 
smaller  colony,  being  myself  a  representa¬ 


tive  of  a  small  colony.  I  think  I  can 
foresee  as  well  as  any  member  here  what 
tlie  course  of  legislation  is  likely  to  be, 
and  I  have  come  to  the  honest  conviction 
that  if  these  clauses  are  carried  the  senate 
wdll  have  all  the  jjowers  they  ought  to 
have,  and  that  to  give  them  any  more 
power  would  be  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  commonwealth.  The  people  of  the 
community  as  a  whole  must  rule.  You  can¬ 
not  get  away  from  that,  and  if  you  do  not 
provide  that  this  shall  be  to  some  degree,  at 
all  events,  the  effect  of  your  legislation  I 
fail  to  see  how  it  will  be  possible  to  induce 
the  larger  colonies  to  come  into  the  feder¬ 
ation.  I  shall  support  the  clause  as  it 
stands  in  preference  to  the  amendment.  I 
desire  to  say  that  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Wrixon.  As  to  the  bugbear  that  has  been 
raised,  that  the  smaller  colonies  are  going 
to  be  overridden,  and  their  influence  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  larger  colonies,  if  we  do  not 
give  the  senate  equal  power  with  the  house 
of  representatives,  I  contend  that  that  is  a 
mistake.  It  is  a  myth ;  it  does  not  exist, 
and  will  not  exist  if  the  constitution  is 
adopted  in  the  form  now  proposed. 

Ikir.  KINGSTON  :  I  shall  he  found  re¬ 
cording  my  vote  against  the  amendment, 
and  as  the  position  which  I  now  intend  to 
take,  may  at  first  sight  appear  to  be  some¬ 
what  inconsistent  with  the  sentiments  I 
have  previously  expressed,  I  should  like  to 
giv'e  my  reiisons  for  the  vote  I  intend  to 
record.  My  reasons  are  shortly  these : 
that  the  senate,  as  it  will  be  constituted 
under  the  provisions  of  the  bill  which  we 
have  before  us,  will  be  entirely  different 
from  the  senate  as  I  hoped  it  w^ould  have 
been  constituted  under  the  measure  which 
recommended  itself  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Convention.  A  good  deal  was  made  dur¬ 
ing  the  €0111*86  of  the  initiatory  debate  of  the 
resemblance  which  it  was  supposed  might 
exist  between  the  senate  and  the  upper 
branches  of  legislature  as  we  are  generally 
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accustomed  to  them  ;  but  emphasis  was 
laid,  and  it  ap|>ears  to  me  most  properly, 
on  the  probability  that  there  would  be 
little  or  no  resemblance  between  the  two 
chambers,  but  that  the  senate,  as  created 
by  the  constitution  of  the  commonwealth, 
would  be  simply  a  body  elected  by  the 
same  electors  voting  in  different  constitu¬ 
encies.  Now,  I  would  venture  to  ask  if 
this  is  the  position  under  the  bill  ?  I  hold 
that  it  is  not ;  that  it  is  altogether  differ¬ 
ent.  Instead  of  the  senate  representing 
the  same  body  of  electors  as  those  who 
will  return  members  to  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  it  will  represent  a  much  more 
limited  class.  We  have  provided  that  the 
senate  shall  be  chosen  by  the  two  houses 
of  the  various  local  parliaments.  We  have 
distinctly  prohibited  the  people  of  the 
various  states  from  the  exercise  of  any 
power  which  they  might  desire  to  possess 
as  regards  the  direct  choice  of  their  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  the  senate.  The  sense  of  the 
Convention  was  taken  on  a  direct  motion 
affecting  the  question,  and  we  now  find  it 
declared  as  the  deliberate  will  and  purpose 
of  the  Convention  that  the  people  as  a 
whole  shall  be  deprived  of  any  direct  vote 
in  the  ciioice  of  senators,  and  that  the 
power  of  election  shall  be  confided  to  the 
two  branches  of  the  local  legislature. 
What  does  that  amount  to  ?  It  amounts 
to  this  :  That  an  equal  voice  will  be  ac¬ 
corded  in  all  cases  which  are  most  favour¬ 
able  to  the  exercise  of  popular  rights 
to  a  limited  class,  representative  not  of 
the  general  body  of  the  people,  but  of  per¬ 
sons  possessing  a  property  qualification. 
That,  I  say,  wdll  be  the  case  in  the  most 
favourably  situated  colonies.  In  all  such 
colonies  there  is  a  provision  requiring  a 
property  qualification  in  the  electoral  fran¬ 
chise  for  the  upper  house  ;  but,  further, 
there  are  cases  in  which  it  can  hardly  be 
said  that  the  members  of  the  upper  house 
are  in  the  slightest  degree  brought  in  toucli 
with  the  main  body  of  the  electoi*s  by  any 
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system  of  representation.  We  have  before 
us  the  case  of  the  great  colony  in  which 
we  are  at  present  assembled.  Ifere  the 
popular  voice  is  in  no  sense  or  degree  exer¬ 
cised  in  the  election  of  members  of  the 
upper  chamber.  A  similar  rule  obtains  in 
Queensland  and  New  Zealand,  and  also,  I 
understand,  for  a  limited  time  in  Western 
Australia.  Is  it  fair,  I  ask,  under  all  the.se 
circumstances,  wdien  the  senate,  as  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me,  is  simply  created  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  state  rights  and  state  interests,  to 
say  that  we  will  2)ermanently — or  at  least 
until  an  alteration  is  made  in  the  constitu¬ 
tion — deprive  the  electors  of  the  different 
sttates  of  the  opportunity  of  settling  this 
matter  for  themselves  as  they  think  best  1 
I  would  have  been  perfectly  agreeable — 
and  I  have  hitherto  argued  in  favour  of 
giving  the  senate  large  2:)Owers  in  the 
direction  of  the  protection  and  preserva¬ 
tion  of  state  rights  and  state  interests — if 
the  senate  were  constituted  by  the  direct 
voice  of  the  people  ;  but  I  am  not  prepared 
to  advocate  any  such  course  when  I  find 
that  instead  of  a  senate  of  the  character 
which  I  had  ho2:)ed  would  be  constituted 
under  the  constitution  that  we  i)ropose  to 
adopt,  we  have  altogetlier  a  different  body 
■ — one  in  which  there  is  no  guarantee  that 
the  voice  of  the  jDeople  will  prevail — and 
that  an  equal  vote  in  the  decision  of  the 
election  of  senators  is  confided  to  sections 
of  the  community  in  some  colonie.s,  and  in 
other  colonies  to  those  who  may  simply 
happen  to  be  the  nominees  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  that  is  in  power.  A  great  deal  was 
previously  made  of  the  improbability  of 
a  deadlock,  and,  of  course,  if  the  electors 
were  the  same,  though  divided  into  differ¬ 
ent  constituencies,  as  was  well  pointed  out, 
there  would  not  be  much  probability  of 
any  such  lamentaljle  occurrence ;  but  wo 
have  had  some  experience  of  deadlocks  in 
other  colonies,  and,  althougli  we  need  not 
fear  them  if  the  j^eople  to  whom  the  senate 
were  responsible  were  the  same  peojde  as 
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tliose  to  whom  the  house  of  representatives 
was  responsible,  yet  when  we  notice,  and 
must  notice,  that  they  are  not  the  same, 
but  altogether  a  different  constituency,  and 
there  is  no  power  given  to  the  local  legis¬ 
latures,  however  much  they  desire  to  alter 
the  provisions  on  this  score,  then  it  seems 
to  me  that  there  is  great  risk  of  a  dead¬ 
lock.  I,  for  one,  have  no  faith  in  a  senate 
that  is  constituted  without  direct  election 
by  the  people — over  which  the  people  have 
no  control,  or  over  which  the  people  have 
only  the  control,  to  the  most  limited  extent, 
which  is  provided  here — and  I  will  never 
give  a  vote  either  in  this  Convention  or  else¬ 
where  for  confiding  larger  powers  to  such  a 
senate  than  are  proposed  within  the  four 
corner.s  of  the  bill.  Rather  should  I  be 
found  supporting  any  amendment  Avhich 
might  have  the  effect  of  confining  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  senate  to  matters  with  which 
they  are  properly  charged.  I  have  always 
understood  that  the  object  of  calling  the 
senate  into  existence  was  the  preservation 
of  state  rights  and  state  interests.  I  tho¬ 
roughly  sympathise  with  the  suggestion 
which  during  another  period  of  this  debate 
was  made,  that  within  the  four  corners  of 
the  act  which  we  propose  to  pass  we  should 
for  the  guidance  of  the  senate  lay  down 
the  principle  which  we  hope  and  expect 
will  direct  them  in  the  discharge  of  their 
senatorial  duties.  So  far  as  I  can  under¬ 
stand  that  principle,  it  is  that  the  will  of 
the  people  as  expressed  in  the  house  of 
representatives  should  prevail,  and  should 
not  be  interfered  with  by  the  senate  in 
the  slightest  degree,  except  in  cases  where 
state  rights  and  state  interests  are  involved. 
Hokling  these  views,  if  an  opportunity 
were  given  mo  to  vote  on  an  amendment 
such  as  that  which  was  indicated,  by  which 
the  senate’s  power  of  amendment  was  to 
be  confined  to  cases  in  which  by  their  own 
deliberate  resolution  they  allirmed  that  it 
was  necessary  for  them  for  the  jirotection 
of  state  rights  and  state  interests  to  amend 
3  A 


any  particular  measure  which  was  sent  up 
to  them,  I  should  be  found  voting  in  favour 
of  it.  But  the  w^ay  in  which  we  have  got 
it  at  present  is  that  the  senate — a  body 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  constituted  in  a 
higlily  objectionable  manner,  out  of  touch 
with  the  people,  removed  by  the  express 
provisions  of  this  constitution  from  the 
possibility  of  popular  control — in  a  great 
many  cases  are  given  unlimited  powers 
of  amendment — a  power  of  amendment 
which  they  could  exercise  whether  state 
rights  or  state  interests  were  or  were  not 
involved.  I  think  it  is  a  bad  thing  that 
they  should  have  these  powers,  and,  as  re¬ 
gards  the  matters  which  we  are  now  dis¬ 
cussing,  having  no  faith  in  a  body  so  con¬ 
stituted,  I  shall  do  whatever  I  can  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  having  the  larger  powers  which 
it  is  sought  to  confer  upon  them,  and  I  do 
hope  that  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  vote 
for  a  limitation  of  the  authority  which  even 
this  clause  proposes  to  confer  upon  them. 

Mr.  SUTTOR  :  With  regard  to  the 
senate,  it  is  my  intention  to  vote  for  the 
whole  bill,  and  nothing  but  the  bill.  I 
desire  to  compliment  the  sub-committee 
who  drafted  the  bill  on  the  able  manner  in 
wdiich  they  dealt  w’ith  this  important  ques¬ 
tion — on  the  very  able  compromise  which 
they  have  brought  about.  It  appeal's  to 
me  that  this  compromise  might  be  described 
as  what  is  known  in  mechanics  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  a  balance  of  forces.  We  began  this 
debate  with  extreme  views  on  all  sides. 
We  had  the  hon.  and  learned  member,  Mr. 
Deakin,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  IStr.  Barton,  on  the  other, 
whom  I  described,  in  the  address  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  deliver  to  the  Convention 
on  the  resolutions,  as  being  the  two  poles 
of  the  discussion.  I  am  convinced  that  the 
more  we  discuss  the  question  the  more  ^^  e 
shall  be  satisfied  that  the  sub-committee, 
which  perhaps  consisted  of  the  most  able 
members  of  the  Convention,  have,  in  their 
deliberations,  made  a  happy  compromise, 
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which  all  the  colonies  should  accept.  I 
confess  that  I  cannot  but  express  my  sur¬ 
prise  at  what  was  said  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  for  Western  Australia,  Mr.  J.  Forrest. 
He  is  one  of  the  pets  of  this  Convention. 
His  colony  has  four  representatives  to 
commence  with,  when,  so  far  as  population 
is  concerned,  it  is  only  entitled  to  one 
member  and  a  half. 

Mr.  Hackett  :  How  does  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  make  that  out  1 

Mr.  SUTTOR  :  There  is  to  be  a  mem¬ 
ber  for  every  30,000  people,  but  Western 
Australia  will  staiii  with  four  members, 
although  it  has  a  population  of  only  40,000. 

Mr.  Hackett  :  The  hon.  member  should 
wait  for  the  census ! 

Mr.  SUTTOR :  The  hon.  member  will 
not  say  that  the  population  is  60,000,  and 
if  it  were  60,000,  Western  Australia  would 
be  entitled  to  only  two  members,  but  it  is 
to  get  double  the  number  that  it  is  entitled 
to.  Western  Australia  will  also  have  the 
same  representation  in  the  senate — eight 
members —  as  is  given  to  the  population  of 
the  larger  colonies.  Seeing  the  eminent 
gentlemen  who  were  on  the  sub-committee, 
I  am  willing  to  put  myself  in  their  hands 
and  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  brought  down  by 
them. 

Mr.  LOTON  :  The  question  before  the 
Convention  at  the  present  time  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  powers  that  the  senate  shall 
have  in  the  federal  parliament,  I  think  is 
worthy  of  a  little  more  consideration.  The 
hon.  delegate  from  South  Australia,  Mr. 
Kingston,  put  before  us  the  fact  that  w^e 
have  given  the  senate  equal  powers  with 
the  house  of  representatives  on  a  very 
great  number  of  subjects — on  all  subjects, 
in  fact,  as  was  pointed  out  l:)y  the  Premier 
of  South  Australia,  with  the  exception  of 
appropriation  and  taxation.  I  think  that 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Kingston,  also 
pointed  out  that  tlie  senate,  as  constituted, 
would  not  be  worthy  of  the  same  amount 
of  confidence,  because  of  the  manner  of  its 
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election,  as  it  might  otherwise  have  been. 
At  the  same  time,  if  he  can  afibrd  to 
give  the  senate  the  same  power  as  is  as¬ 
signed  under  about  thirty  clauses  in  this 
bill,  how  is  it  that  the  hon.  member  can¬ 
not  go  a  little  farther,  and  give  them  the 
same  power  under  the  other  two  clauses  ? 
Now,  in  considering  the  question  of  the 
power  of  the  senate  and  of  the  hou.se  of 
representatives,  it  is  very  important  to  my 
mind  to  see  exactly  what  powders  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  confer  on  the  federal  parliament. 
What  are  the  powers?  The  powers  are 
contained  in  thirty-one  clauses ;  but  we 
have  been  told  on  several  occasions  that 
finance  means  government,  and  govern¬ 
ment  is  finance.  Well,  the  very  subject 
on  w^hich  it  is  intended  to  limit  the  power 
of  the  senate  is  the  very  question  of  finance. 
One  of  the  first  subjects,  I  suppose,  to 
engage  the  attention  of  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  would  be  the  question  of  the  tariff. 
What  would  be  the  relative  proportions 
and  powers  of  the  different  states  wdien  the 
question  was  considered  ?  Take  the  four 
smallest  populated  colonies  at  the  present 
time.  Their  representation  in  the  house 
of  representatives  w^ould  not  equal  the  repre¬ 
sentation  of  either  Victoria  or  New  South 
Wales  at  the  present  time.  I  leave  out  New 
Zealand,  because  I  suppose  they  are  too 
large  at  the  present  time  to  think  of  join¬ 
ing  the  confederation.  But,  taking  the  four 
smallest  colonies,  their  power  in  the  house 
of  representatives  would  not  equal  the 
power  of  Victoria  or  New  South  Wales. 
And  the  same  in  regard  to  the  amount 
which  they  woidd  be  taxed.  The  taxpayers 
will  have  to  pay  equally;  the  tariff  is  to  be 
uniform. 

Mr.  IMunro  :  The  larger  colonies  will 
pay  the  larger  amount  ! 

Mr.  LOTON  :  Not  exactly.  They  are 
to  have  a  uniform  tariff,  and  Victoria, 
supposing  New  South  Wales  stands  out, 
would  be  able  to  dominate  the  four  smallest 
populated  colonies,  by  imposing  a  tariff 
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against  the  outside  world.  We  are  to 
have,  I  suppose,  an  extraordinary  state  of 
things  wlien  we  enter  the  federation  be¬ 
tween  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales. 
Victoria  is  quoted  as  a  highly  protection¬ 
ist  colony. 

Mr.  Munro  :  You  could  throw  out  the 
bill,  could  you  not  1 

Mr.  LOTON :  New  South  Wales,  on 
the  other  hand,  boasts  of  being  a  free- 
trade  colony. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  What’s  that?  There  is  no 
boasting  about  it ! 

Mr.  LOTON  :  I  have  noticed  for  .some 
time  time  past,  in  looking  down  the  cus¬ 
toms  tariff,  that  New  South  Wales  im¬ 
poses  against  an  outside  colony  a  duty  of 
a  penny  in  the  on  butter.  That  is  not 
free-trade,  at  all  events,  for  the  working 
men  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  Our  free-trade  is  a  sham  ! 

Colonel  Smith  :  A  good  deal  of  it  is  ! 

Mr.  LOTON  :  However,  I  suppose  we 
shall  have  an  extraordinary  state  of  things 
between  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales, 
and  if  they  join  the  federation,  as  no  doubt 
they  will,  they  can  easily  dominate  the 
tariff  of  the  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Munro  :  But  the  others  can  throw 
it  out ! 

Mr.  LOTON :  What  will  be  the  im¬ 
portant  question  that  will  arise  in  the  first 
instance?  It  will  be  the  question  of  im¬ 
posing  a  protective  tariff  against  the  out¬ 
side  world,  and  Victoria,  there  is  no  doubt 
in  the  world,  will  say,  ‘‘  We  want,  w^e  must 
have,  and  we  shall  have,  if  it  is  possible, 
a  high  ])rotective  tariff  against  the  outside 
world  ”  ;  and  New'  South  Wales  possibly 
will  follow  her  because  she  can  afibrd  to 
do  so  ;  but  at  the  present  time  the  other 
states  are  not,  I  say,  in  a  position,  and 
wdll  not  be  in  a  position  for  a  long  time  to 
go  in  for  a  policy  of  that  kind.  I  shall 
not  follow  that  argument  further  than  to 
state  it ;  but  that  is  my  opinion.  Now, 
take  the  other  side  of  the  question.  What 


can  these  four  outside  colonies  with  the 
smallest  populations  do,  even  if  you  give 
them  co-ordinate  powers  on  these  particu¬ 
lar  questions,  against  New  South  Wales 
and  Victoria  combined  ? 

Mr.  Bird  :  Veto  them  ! 

Mr.  LOTON  :  Veiy  little;  they  have 
not  the  power. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  They  can  reject  ! 

Colonel  Smith  :  The  domination  is  all 
the  other  way  1 

Mr.  LOTON  :  They  can  reject  the  whole 
of  a  bill,  whatever  power  you  give  them,  but 
not  a  portion.  What  would  the  voice  of  the 
thirty-five  members  for  these  outside  colo¬ 
nies  be  in  a  senate  of  130  members  ?  What 
would  be  the  use  of  their  voice  in  the 
senate  unless  you  give  them  some  power?  I 
maintain  that  unless  you  give  equal  power 
to  the  members  of  the  senate  on  the  ques¬ 
tions  of  appropiiation  and  taxation  you 
may  as  well  do  away  with  the  second  house 
altogether.  If  they  are  simply  to  register 
the  edicts  of  the  house  of  representatives 
we  may  as  well  do  away  wdth  the  senate. 

Sir  PATRICK  JENNINGS:  I  feel 
bound  to  make  an  explanation.  In  dis¬ 
cussing  the  constitution  of  the  senate  in 
the  debate  on  the  main  question,  I  ex¬ 
pressed  the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  have 
a  strong  and  powerful  senate.  I  believe 
we  ought  to  have  a  variety  of  distinct 
opinions  as  to  what  the  measure  of  strength* 
should  be  of  that  senate.  I  may  jdainly 
say  tliat  after  reflection,  and  looking  over 
the  mode  by  which  the  committee  to  whom 
the  task  was  given  of  endeavouring  to  re¬ 
concile  these  conflicting  opinions,  I  am  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  conviction  that  they  have 
decided  in  a  wise  and  moderate  manner. 

I  shall  not  refer  to  any  ebullition  of  feel¬ 
ing  on  the  part  of  that  remarkably  stal¬ 
wart  stripling  of  a  new  colony  in  the  shape 
of  Western  Australia,  who  conies  forward 
and  asserts  itself  with  the  most  manly 
vigour.  I  feel  that  the  exuberant  patriotism 
of  those  who  have  come  so  far  ought  to  be 
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admired  if  wo  cannot  all  agree  with  them. 
But  I  think  they  have  really  inverted  the 
proposition.  I  think  this  is  not  a  case  of  the 
larger  states  domineering  ovoranddoininat- 
ing  the  smaller  states.  I  am  very  much  in¬ 
clined  to  think  that  the  smaller  states  are 
in  the  position  of  lecturing  and  hectoring 
and  domineering  over  the  larger  states.  We 
know  that  the  representation  in  the  senate 
is  perfectly  equal  in  each  case ;  and  we 
know,  moreover,  that  this  idea  that  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria  will  be  always 
united  to  oppress  the  other  colonies,  is 
about  the  most  unlikely  thing  in  the  world. 

I  think  they  are  very  likely  to  split ;  and 
if  they  disagree,  then  our  friends  from 
South  Australia  can  form  a  corner  on  the 
one  side,  and  our  friends  from  Queensland 
can  form  a  corner  on  the  other,  and  they 
make  common  cause  with  whichever  state 
they  think  is  right.  But  I  do  not  believe 
there  will  be  a  tendency  to  split  up  betvv'cen 
colonies  having  all  the  same  opinion.s. 
There  will  be  parties  in  the  senate,  as 
there  will  be  parties  in  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  and  that  party  feeling  will  be 
tlie  solv’ent  of  the  questions  before  them, 
and  vrill  prevent  one  mass  vote  being  given 
by  the  senate i^s.  We  cannot  follow  the 
model  of  the  United  States  Constitution, 
because  our  constitution  is  totally  different. 
We  cannot,  as  a  senate,  perform  executive 
functions  when  we  have  responsible  go¬ 
vernment  and  a  ministry  responsible  to  the 
house  of  representatives.  Therefore,  I 
think  any  allusion  to  the  constitution  of 
tlio  United  States  Senate  would  be  alto¬ 
gether  in  vain ;  and  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
a  happy  mean  has  been  arrived  at,  I  shall 
not  be  inclined  to  support  any  amendment 
of  this  clause. 

Mr.  JTACKBTT  :  I  hope  tlie  Conven¬ 
tion  will  allow  me  a  few  words  in  order  to 
explain  my  po.sition,  as  I  find  myself,  I 
regret  to  say,  differing  from  a  majority 
of  my  bon.  colleagues  from  the  colony  we 
represent.  In  fact  I  find  myself  in  the 
[5tV  Patrick  Jennin(j8, 
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smallest  minority  possible — a  minorit}',  I 
think,  of  less  than  the  number  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Suttor, 
would  allow  us,  according  to  our  popula¬ 
tion,  ill  the  senate.  But  perhaps  lion, 
members  will  allow  me,  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance,  to  say  a  word  as  to  some  indignant 
remonstrances  that  fell  from  the  lion, 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  in  debating  this 
clause  on  our  last  day  of  meeting.  I  might 
explain  that  the  vote  I  gave  on  that  occa¬ 
sion  was  given  in  consequence  of  a  com¬ 
parison  of  language,  and  solely  for  that 
reason — not  with  any  idea  of  altering  tlie 
powers  of  the  two  bodies,  but  solely  from  a 
comparison  of  the  language  of  clause  55 
with  that  of  clause  54.  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  words  in  the  1st  sub¬ 
section  of  clause  55  and  the  words  in  clause 
54  were  meant  to  cover  the  .same  subject, 
and  from  long  experience  we  all  know  liow 
liigbly  disadvantageous  it  is,  and  how 
greatly  it  conduces  to  friction  and  trouble 
if  tlie  selfsame  subject  be  I’cferred  to  and 
defined  in  different  language.  Tf  it  were 
intended  to  attach  to  the  words  appro¬ 
priating  any  part  of  the  public  revenue,”’ 
a  meaning  different  from  tliat  attached  to 
the  words  ‘‘  appropriating  the  necessary 
supplies  for  the  ordinary  annual  service  of 
the  government,”  it  is  not  explained.  I  was 
left  under  the  impression  that  they  were 
meant  to  cover  the  same  ground,  and  on 
that  conclusion  I  voted  to  bring  them  into 
Jiarmony,  and  consistency.  I  must  .say  that 
I  remain,  to  a  great  extent,  unconvinced 
by  the  many  arguments  used  by  advocates 
of  what  may  be  called  the  popular  view — - 
that  is  to  say,  I  do  not  share  the  appre¬ 
hensions  of  many  hon.  gentlemen  tliat  if 
you  endow  tlic.se  two  bodies  witli  coequal 
powers,  there  is  any  fear  of  an  absolute 
8toj)page  of  government,  as  is,  I  suppose, 
meant  by  the  use  of  the  word  ‘‘  deadlock.” 
Tliere  i.s  almost  certain  to  be  a  little  fric¬ 
tion  at  the  commencement;  but  after  a 
while  each  body  will  find  that  it  is  of  no 
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use  attempting  to  coerce  a  body  'svliicli 
stands  on  as  strong  ground  as  itself,  and 
ultimately  tlie  order  of  the  day  will  be 
concession  and  compromise.  Still  less  am 
I  moved  by  reference  to  the  power  of  the 
people.  The  power  of  the  people,  it  is  said, 
will  be  lodged  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives.  But  go  round  the  question  as  you 
may,  put  it  into  any  shape  or  form  you 
like,  it  remains  the  same  thing — for  many 
years  to  come  the  house  of  representatives 
wdll  be  the  house  of  two  states,  while  the 
senate  wdll  be  the  house  of  all  the  states. 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  as  is  wxll 
known,  will  outvote  the  other  states  in 
the  house  of  representatives  by  at  least 
three,  and  perhaps  four,  to  one.  There¬ 
fore,  I  should  not  accept  this  compromise 
if  I  believed  the  clause  would  take  away 
any  of  the  essential  powers  of  the  senate 
in  asserting  the  manifest  rights  of  the 
smaller  states.  But  does  it  mean  such  an 
inroad  upon  their  powers  and  privileges? 
Is  it  worth  our  while  to  accept  an  amend¬ 
ment  rejecting  this  compromise — a  course 
which,  to  put  it  in  plain  words,  will  have 
the  effect  of  wrecking  the  whole  scheme  of 
federation. 

Mr.  J.  Forrest  :  AYho  says  so  ? 

Mr.  HACKETT  :  We  are  assured  by 
gentlemen  who  speak  in  the  name  of  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  Australia  that 
that  will  be  so. 

Sir  John  Downer  :  We  had  better  go 
without  fedemtion  than  have  it  on  their 
principle  ! 

]\Ir.  HACKETT  :  For  my  part,  I  think 
it  w’ould  be  less  cumbrous  and  more  satis¬ 
factory  if  the  right  of  amendment  were 
given  in  the  same  form  as  that  in  which 
it  is  given  in  the  South  Australian  Con* 
stitutioii,  and  in  which  it  is  given  and 
exercised  in  Tasmania.  Tliis  compromise 
goes  as  nearly  as  possible  towards  giving 
the  senate  the  real  power  as  anything  that 
can  possibly  be  produced  in  default  of  the 
American  system. 


Sir  John  Downer  :  Does  it  give  them 
the  real  po^ver  ? 

Mr.  HACKETT  :  Above  all,  I  protest 
against  it  being  said  that  w’e  are  accepting 
a  degrading  compromise — that  this  compro¬ 
mise,  if  acted  upon,  would  put  the  senate  in 
a  degraded  and  undignified  position.  How 
can  that  be  so  ?  What  difference  is  there 
between  the  course  proposed  and  things  as 
they  now  stand  in  some  of  the  colonies  ? 
In  those  colonies  in  which  the  upper  house 
possesses  the  right  of  amendment  if  it  de¬ 
sires  to  make  an  amendment  it  sends  down 
the  amendment  in  the  bill.  Under  this 
compromise  it  would  send  dowm  the  amend¬ 
ment  with  the  bill.  If  this  Convention  is 
to  break  up  upon  such  a  ground  as  that, 
upon  such  mere  straw-splitting  as  the  ques¬ 
tion  whether  bills  shall  be  sent  dowm  with 
amendments  in  them  or  tacked  on  to  them, 
the  sooner  we  give  up  all  ideas  not  only  of 
federation,  but  of  political  self-government, 
the  better,  because  we  are  unfitted  for 
either.  Sir,  something  of  this  kind  has 
been  and  is  in  operation  in  at  least  two 
colonies  in  the  group.  The  hon.  member, 
Mr.  McMillan,  seemed  to  think  that  the 
arrangement  by  which  an  amendment  in  a 
money  bill  could  be  communicated  by  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  lower  house,  though  nominally 
in  force  in  South  Australia,  was  not  opera¬ 
tive.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  in  the  fii*st 
assembling  of  our  two  houses  in  Western 
Australia,  when  this  very  question  came 
up,  we  carefully  studied^atters  in  South 
Australia,  and  we  were  convinced,  from 
the  frequent,  the  effective,  and  the  con¬ 
ciliatory  application  of  the  system,  that  it 
was  a  course  of  procedure  that  deserv^ed 
consideration.  The  result  was  that  in 
the  very  first  question  that  arose  between 
our  two  houses  we  adopted  the  South 
Australian  mode  of  procedure,  and  in 
consequence  an  amendment  of  a  highly 
desirable  character  was  made  in  legislation 
relating  to  finance.  Therefore,  I  look  upon 
the  practice  as  the  established  practice  of 
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Western  Australia  as  well  as  of  South 
Australia.  This  power,  so  far  from  being 
degrading,  is  really  a  power  whichis  lodged 
in  anotlier  branch  of  the  parliament.  I 
refer  to  the  governor  representing  the 
Queen.  Under  most  of  our  constitutions, 
he  can  communicate — I  do  not  say  as  to 
money  bills,  but  as  to  other  legislation — 
by  message  any  amendment  he  thinks  it 
desirable  to  make  in  a  bill  after  it  has 
passed  both  houses.  And  the  same  pro¬ 
cedure  would  be  adopted  as  to  dealings 
between  the  senate  and  the  bouse  of  re¬ 
presentatives  in  regard  to  financial  legis¬ 
lation.  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  this  com¬ 
promise,  and  mainly  on  these  two  grounds. 
We  have  already  decided  that  bills  dealing 
with  money  questions — bills  imposing  a 
tax  or  appropriating  any  part  of  the  re¬ 
venue — shall  originate  in  the  house  of 
representatives.  That  clause  was  carried 
unanimously.  What  is  now  proposed  ? 
Not  only  that  bills  dealing  with  money 
questions  shall  originate  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  but  that  all  amendments 
dealing  with  money  bills  shall  also  origi¬ 
nate  in  that  house.  I  say  that  the  advo¬ 
cates  of  this  compromise  are  entitled  to 
press  that  parity  of  reasoning  to  its  utmost 
and  most  stringent  logical  consequen  ces.  In 
fact,  the  relationship  that  will  exist  between 
the  senate  and  the  house  of  representatives 
as  to  amendments  will  be  almost  the  same 
as  that  which  exists  between  the  governor 
and  the  house  of  representatives  as  to 
money  bills — that  is  to  say,  the  governor 
may  and  does  suggest  a  money  bill  for  the 
consideration  of  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives.  The  senate  is  to  do  almost  pre¬ 
cisely  the  same  thing.  It  is  to  send 
amendments  in  money  bills  to  the  house 
of  representatives  for  its  consideration. 
Therefore,  if  we  look  to  mere  logical  con¬ 
sistency,  the  proposal  to  allow  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  money  bills  to  originate  in  the 
lower  house  as  well  as  the  bills  themselves, 
recommends  itself  to  the  most  favourable 
[d/r.  Ilackett. 
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consideration  of  the  Committee.  The 
second  reason  why  I  shall  vote  for  this 
compromise  is  that  it  leaves  the  door 
open  for  evolution.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  in  years  to  come  the  senate  may  prove 
itself  to  be  the  more  trusted,  tlie  more 
able,  and  the  more  patriotic  body.  If  so, 
it  will  be  the  most  popular  body,  and  no 
number  of  constitutional  shackles  which 
you  can  devise  will  take  away  from  it  its 
power,  or  reduce  it  one  scintilla.  On  the 
contrary,  however  you  may  bind  and  fet¬ 
ter  it,  it  will  discover  means  to  make  its 
wishes  knowm  and  to  enforce  them  ;  and 
the  people  also  will  find  w^ays  to  support 
them.  This  compromise  rather  indicates 
than  determines  the  balance  of  political 
forces  in  the  constitution.  It  leaves  their 
ultimate  adjustment  and  readjustment  to 
time.  Time,  and  time  alone,  can  show  us 
where  the  political  equilibrium  will  lie  > 
and  it  is  no  small  credit  to  the  framers  of 
this  compromise  that  they  have  borne  that 
so  clearly  in  mind  and  have  allowed  within 
certain  limits  the  senate  to  exert  the  power 
which  its  own  conduct  will  make  apparent 
and  effective.  For  this  reason  I  shall  have 
great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  clause  as 
it  stands. 

Mr.  BAKEE,  :  At  the  request  of  the 
lion,  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  I  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  my  amendment  in  order  to  pro¬ 
pose  another.  If  my  amendment,  as  I  first 
proposed  it,  is  negatived,  the  amendment 
which  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan, 
wishes  to  move  will  not  be  admissible.  I 
would  like  to  say  a  few  words  in  re[)ly  to 
what  has  been  said  on  this  question.  We 
have  heard  a  great  many  arguments  which 
were  used  before  on  this  subject ;  but  vre 
have  had  the  matter  put  in  a  somewhat 
new  form  by  two  of  my  colleagues  from 
South  Australia.  The  hon.  members,  Mr. 
Playford  and  Mr.  Kingston,  both  put  it 
that  they  are  prepared  to  make  sacrifices* 

Mr.  Playford  :  I  never  used  the  word  t 
Mr.  Kingston  :  I  did  not! 
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Mr.  BAKER  :  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
PI  ay  ford,  did  not  use  that  word,  but  he 
said  he  was  prepared  to  make  a  compro¬ 
mise  ;  he  did  not  advocate  that  which  he 
himself  thought  absolutely  the  best,  but 
he  was  prepared  to  give  way  in  order  to 
bring  the  matter  to  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  I  did  not  say  anything 
of  the  sort  I 

Mr.  Playford  :  Nor  did  I  ! 

Mr.  BAKER :  T  undei-stood  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Playford,  to  put  it  that  re¬ 
sponsible  government  must  exist ;  and,  in 
order  that  this  fetish  of  responsible  go¬ 
vernment  should  exist  and  be  carried  out, 
he  was  prepared  to  sacrifice  the  interests 
of  South  Australia. 

Mr.  Playford  :  No  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  1  have  heard  of  people 
"who  were  prepared  to  sacrifice  themselves 
on  the  altar  of  their  country ;  but  I  never 
before  heard  people  talking  of  sacrificing 
their  country  on  the  altar  of  responsible 
government. 

Mr.  Playford  :  That  is  unfair  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  do  not  think  it  is  at 
all  unfair.  The  hon.  gentleman  has  a 
right  to  his  own  opinion. 

Mr.  Playford  :  The  hon.  member  has 
no  right  to  put  words  in  my  mouth  which 
I  never  used  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  The  hon.  member  did 
not  use  those  very  words  ;  but  that  was,  as 
I  understood  him,  tlie  effect  of  his  argu¬ 
ments.  The  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford, 
has  told  us  that  this  system  of  suggestion 
which  is  proposed  in  this  bill  has  been  in 
force  in  South  Australia  for  twenty  years, 
and  it  has  always  worked  well ;  that  all 
the  suggestions  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council  have  been  respectfully  treated. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Legislative  Coun¬ 
cil  never  does  make  any  suggestions  at  all 
with  respect  to  tariflP  or  appropriation  bills. 
They  never  think  of  making  a  suggestion 
Avith  regard  to  an  appropriation  bill.  They 


never  make  any  suggestion  in  the  case  of 
a  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Yes ;  they  have  done  so ! 

Mr.  Kingston  :  And  also  in  the  ca.se  of 
loan  bills  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  do  not  remember  any 
suggestion  having  been  made.  If  the  hon. 
member  says  that  ignoring  suggestions  is 
treating  them  respectfully,  he  is  quite  right. 
That  is  the  usual  treatment  they  meet  with. 

Mr.  Playford  :  No  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  When  a  bill  comes  to  us 
which  is  technically  a  money  bill,  but  which 
is  really  a  bill  dealing  with  a  question  of 
general  policy,  and  containing  a  few  money 
clauses  in  it,  when  wc  make  suggestions 
that  do  not  deal  with  the  money  clauses, 
they  are  generally  respectfully  treated  ; 
but  if  we  venture  to  make  suggestions  on 
money  matters,  they  are  ignored. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Nothing  of  the  sort  1 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  assert  that  they  are.  I 
and  those  who  think  with  me  are  afmid 
that  the  same  practice  will  be  carried  into 
effect  with  reference  to  any  suggestions 
made  by  the  senate  if  the  clause  is  passed 
as  it  now  stands. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Baker)  proposed  : 

That  the  word  “except,”  line  3,  be  omitted. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  do  not  think  I 
should  have  troubled  the  Convention  with 
any  remarks  on  this  subject,  but  for  the 
fact  that  an  hon.  member  from  South 
Australia,  Mr.  Baker,  has  displayed  such 
lamentable  ignorance  of  what  is  going  on 
in  the  Parliament  of  that  colony.  The 
hon.  member,  to  my  knowledge,  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  for 
a  great  number  of  years,  yet  he  tells  us, 
who  know  more  about  it  than  he  does  him¬ 
self,  that  this  power  of  suggestion,  exercised 
by  the  Legislative  Council  of  South  Aus¬ 
tralia,  is  in  fact  a  myth, — that  when  sugges¬ 
tions  are  made,  they  are,  generally  speak¬ 
ing,  ignored. 

JNIr.  Baker  :  T  did  not  say  so  1 
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Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  The  hon.  member 
said  that  suggestions  were  made,  and, 
generally  speaking,  were  not  respectfully 
considered. 

Mr.  Baker  :  1  did  not ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  And  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  took  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford, 
to  task  for  having  said  that  the  sugges¬ 
tions  of  the  Council  were  always  respect¬ 
fully  considered.  He  cannot  deny  that. 

Mr.  Baker  :  I  do  not  deny  that  1 

Sir  J OHN  BRAY  :  I  say  it  is  a  mis¬ 
take.  1  am  sorry  that  the  hon.  member 
said  that.  If  we  are  going  to  question 
what  each  member  likes  to  think,  and  to 
put  our  own  interpretation  on  any  explan¬ 
ation  that  he  chooses  to  give,  that  is  not 
the  way  to  forward  the  business  of  this 
Convention.  Our  business  is  to  determine 
what  we  shall  do  to  meet  an  undoubtedly 
very  difficult  question.  I  will  point  out  to 
hon.  membei-s  as  a  recent  instance  of  what 
took  place  in  South  Australia,  that,  in 
1887,  a  tariff  bill  was  passed  by  the  Legi.s- 
lative  Assembly.  I  have  here  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament  of  Soutli 
Australia.  Tlie  Legislative  Council  made 
certain  .suggestions  with  respect  to  that 
tariff  bill - 

Mr.  Playford  :  Twenty-five  altogetlier! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  will  not  trouble 
tlie  House  by  reading  them  all  ;  but  they 
suggested  that  men’s  boots  and  shoe.s,  No. 
G  and  upwards,  should  be  charged  33s.  per 
dozen  pairs,  glass  bottles  at  certain  rates, 
bags,  .sacks,  and  .so  on,  that  between  twenty 
and  thirty  different  items  should  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  tariff.  A  me.ssage  was  sent 
to  the  Assembly,  and  a  day  or  two  after¬ 
wards  it  was  resolved  that  the  suggestions 
of  the  Legislative  Council  should  be  ac¬ 
cepted. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Every  one  of  them  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  Thatis  as  clear  proof 
as  po.s.sible  tliat  this  practice  of  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  making  suggestions  has 
worked  well  in  South  Australia,  and  the 
[Sh*  John  Bray, 


Legislative  Council  have  not  hesitated 
to  exercise  their  power  to  make  sugges¬ 
tions. 

Mr.  Playford  :  And  they  were  always 
respectfully  considered  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  Norhas  the  Assem¬ 
bly,  on  the  other  hand,  hesitated  to  consider 
their  suggestions  fairly  and  respectfully, 
and,  'where  possible,  to  agree  to  them.  I 
must  say,  as  one  who  tries  to  take  a  fair  and 
impartial  view  of  tliis  question,  that  I  be¬ 
lieve  both  sides  are  making  too  much  of 
this  particular  matter.  I  do  not  think 
this  is  the  crucial  question  in  the  bill.  I 
have  sufficient  confidence,  not  only  in  the 
parliaments  of  the  different  colonie.s,  hut 
also  in  the  people  of  Australia  generally, 
to  believe  that  they  have  no  desire  to  do  a 
wrong.  Even  if  it  were  possible,  and  I 
do  not  think  it  possible,  that  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  New  Soutli  Wales  and  Victoria 
were  both  anxious  to  do  wrong  to  the 
people  of  the  other  colonies,  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  people  of  Victoria  and  New 
South  Wales  would  follow  their  govern¬ 
ments  in  attempting  such  a  course.  I  say, 
speaking  as  an  Australian,  that  I  believe 
tlie  Australians  desire  federation.  I  be¬ 
lieve  they  have  confidence  in  each  other, 
and  I  believe  that  the  1,000,000  of  people 
— speaking  in  round  numbers — in  the 
otlier  colonies  have  perfect  confidence  in 
the  2,000,000  people  in  Now  Soutli  Wales 
and  Victoria  having  tlie  same  object.^,  the 
same  intere.sts,  and  the  same  desire  to 
maintain  the  pro.sperity  and  advancement 
of  the  whole  of  the  colonies.  I  say  on  the 
other  hand  that  I  shall  be  quite  satisfied 
to  give  the  senate  full  pow'er  with  respect 
to  everything  except  the  ordinary  appro¬ 
priation  bills.  I  think  it  would  bo  a 
lamentable  thing  to  give  the  senate  power 
to  interfere  with  the  ordinary  annual  siip- 
plie.s  of  the  government.  It  would  po.s- 
sibly  clog  the  whole  of  the  work  of  the 
government,  and  the  senate  would  not 
be  directly  responsible  to  the  people.  I 
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do  not  want  to  go  into  the  question  of 
what  is  federation,  or  unhication,  or  any¬ 
thing  else  ;  but  I  take  it  tliat  it  is  the  desire 
of  every  Australian  who  wislies  to  see  free 
government  in  Australia  to  have  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  people  by  tlie  people,  and 
not  l)y  the  states,  and  whether  I  represent 
a  small  stato  or  a  large  state  I  will  be  no 
party  to  giving  any  authority  or  any 
government  for  tlie  time  being  the  right 
of  nominating  persons  who  shall  exercise  a 
power  superior  to  that  exercised  by  tlie 
people  themselves.  The  question  now  be¬ 
fore  us  as  to  the  niode  of  adjusting  the 
differences  between  the  two  houses  will 
settle  itself  in  the  course  of  time  as  the 
two  houses  proceed  with  their  work„  and 
I,  for  one,  would  deprecate  the  tying 
down  too  tightly  in  a  bill,  and  saying  too 
definitely  wdiat  the  powers  of  each  house 
are  to  be.  I  am  not  going  to  pro¬ 
nounce  a  definite  decision  on  the  mat¬ 
ter,  however,  until  I  hear  clearly  what  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
McMillan,  really  is ;  but  whatever  form 
the  government  may  take,  I,  as  one  of 
those  elected  by  the  people,  claim  that  the 
people  of  Austmlia  must  in  tlie  end  make 
their  wdll  prevail.  It  is  impossible  for 
any  of  us,  whatever  the  colony  from  which 
we  came,  to  suppose  that  the  2,000,000 
people  in  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria 
would  consent  to  be  dictated  to  by  the 
senate  as  to  the  amount  of  taxation  that 
they  are  to  endure,  or  as  to  anything  more 
than  the  disposal  of  that  taxation  for  the 
purposes  of  the  federal  government.  It 
aj-ipears  to  me  that  the  really  important 
part  of  the  bill,  that  relating  to  finance, 
has  to  be  decided  later.  I  do  not  propose 
to  go  into  this  matter  now,  altliough  to  a 
certain  extent  it  is  connected  with  this 
clause,  because  it  really  provides  how 
taxation  measures  are  to  be  dealt  with;  but 
I  ask  hon.  members  on  either  side  not  to 
littach  too  much  importance  to  this  ques¬ 
tion.  I  say  that  anybody  who  talks  about 


one  colony  making  a  sacrifice  for  the  sake 
of  another  does  not  understand  it,  and  will 
have  to  begin  at  the  beginning  before  he 
can  know  anything  about  it.  There  is  no 
sacrifice  whatever.  The  senate  is  com¬ 
posed  of  an  equal  number  of  representa¬ 
tives  from  each  colony,  and  the  people 
have  the  right  to  elect  a  certain  number 
of  members  to  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  and  I  have  the  fullest  confidence 
that  those  who  are  elected  to  the  house  of 
representatives  will  deal  justly  with  the 
whole  of  the  people  of  Australia.  I  think 
w^e  ought  to  ridicule  the  idea  that  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria 
would  be  so  utterly  wrongheaded  as  to 
combine  together  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  an  injustice  to  the  other  colonies. 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  possible  that  the 
governments  of  these  colonies  could  com¬ 
bine  for  this  purpose,  and  I  ridicule  the 
notion  that  they  could  get  any  consider¬ 
able  poi-tion  of  the  people  to  follow  them 
if  they  adopted  such  a  course.  I  ask  hon. 
members  to  consider  the  question  reason¬ 
ably.  I  should  like  representatives  from 
the  smaller  colonies  to  consider  whether 
the  people  of  Australia  are  to  have  a  full 
voice  in  the  disposal  of  taxation.  No 
form  of  government  should  deprive  them 
of  the  full  opportunity  of  exercising  proper 
influence  in  the  raising  and  disposal  of 
taxation.  It  appeal's  to  me  that  the  most 
imi^ortant  provisions  in  the  bill  are  those 
relating  to  the  disposal  of  the  revenues  of 
the  federal  executive  council,  and  I  trust 
that  we  shall  make  up  our  minds  not  to 
leave  them  as  they  are  now.  Tlie  surplus 
revenue  will  probably  be  returned  to  the 
people  ;  but  I  quite  agree  with  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Thynne,  that  the  uncertainty 
as  to  the  amount  to  be  returned,  or  as  to 
the  time  at  which  it  will  be  returned,  must 
embarrass  the  treasurer  and  the  government 
of  each  particular  colony,  if  there  is  any 
doubt  whatever  about  it.  If  we  make  up 
our  minds  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
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federal  government  a  considerable  revenue, 
we  should  also  make  up  our  minds  that 
thej  shall  have  full  use  for  that  revenue. 
I  shall  listen  with  care  to  the  amendment 
of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  but  in 
the  meantime  I  ask  hon.  members  not  to 
insist  on  anything  so  unreasonable  as  that 
the  senate  which  represents  the  states 
shall  have  the  power  of  overriding  the 
representatives  of  the  people  in  the  taxa¬ 
tion  of  the  people,  and  the  mode  of  dis¬ 
posing  that  taxation  when  raised. 

Mr.  BAKER :  I  am  glad  that  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  John  Bray,  has  called  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Committee  to  the  particular 
suggestions  made  by  the  South  Australian 
Legislative  Council  to  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  in  1887,  because  they  entirely 
prove  the  statement  which  I  advanced, 
that  suggestions  when  made  on  matters  of 
detail,  and  unsubstantial,  were  considered 
and  agreed  to  ;  but  that  they  would  not  be 
considered  at  all,  if  they  materially  affected 
the  provisions  of  a  money  bill. 

Sir  J oiiN  Bray  :  Show  it  by  the  records ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  shall  show  it  by  the 
record  of  a  motion  moved  by  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  John  Bray,  in  the  very  case 
which  he  brought  before  the  Committee 
this  afternoon.  Eirst  of  all,  the  ruling  of 
the  Speaker  w'as  called  as  to  whether  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Legislative  Coun¬ 
cil  to  make  the  small  suggestion  which 
they  had  made.  The  Speaker  ruled  that 
it  was  in  their  powder,  and  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  John  Bray,  then  moved  : 

That  the  ruling  of  the  Deputy-Speaker  be 
printed  and  taken  into  consideration  on  some 
future  day,  and  that  in  the  meantime  tlie  sug¬ 
gestions  of  the  Legislative  Council  re  the  Tariff 
Revision  Bill,  not  being  such  as  materially  affect 
the  policy  of  the  bill - 

That  is  to  say,  being  trivial  amendments, 
be  considered  in  Committee. 

Does  not  that  prove  that  in  substance  I 
was  right,  although  I  admit  that  my 
memory  was  at  fault,  and  I  apologise,  for 
[6zr  John  Bray, 


saying  that  the  Legislative  Council  never 
made  any  suggestions  in  a  tariff  bill  ] 

Sir  Henry  Paukks  :  It  does  not  much 
matter  wlietlier  they  did  or  not  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  No.  However,  these 
suggestions  were  agreed  to  because  they 
did  not  affect  the  policy  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Playford  :  The  policy  of  the  bill 
was  protection — they  would  have  thrown 
the  measure  out  if  they  did  not  believe  in 
its  policy. 

BAKER  :  The  House  of  Assembly 
said  it  does  not  matter  at  all  in  these  small 
questions,  inasmuch  as  they  do  not  materi¬ 
ally  affect  the  ])olicy  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  think  at  this  stage 
I  had  better  let  the  Committee  know  the 
character  of  my  amendment. 

The  Chairman  ;  This  amendment  must 
be  dealt  with  first. 

Sir  J  OIIN  Bray  :  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Baker,  has  withdrawn  his  amendment,  and 
only  proposes  to  strike  out  the  word  “  ex¬ 
cept.”  We  w^ant  to  know  how  that  would 
fit  in  with  the  amendment  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  McMillan  ? 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  shall  not  refer  to 
my  amendment  if  it  is  not  in  order.  I 
simply  wish  to  say  that  when  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker,  is 
disposed  of — I  hope  in  the  negative — I 
shall  propose  my  amendment. 

Mr.  Munro  :  The  hon.  member  had 
better  go  on  with  it  at  the  right  time  I 

Mr.  McMILLAN  :  I  understand  that, 
although  we  are  working  under  the  rules 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  some  amount 
of  latitude  is  allowed  us. 

Mr.  Munro  :  We  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
speak  on  the  hen.  member'samendmentnowl 

The  Chairman  ;  I  would  point  out  to 
the  Committee  that  if  I  allow  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  McMillan,  to  do  wdiat  lie 
proposes,  I  shall  have  to  allow  every  hon. 
member  a  similar  privilege,  and  I  think 
that  would  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  irregu¬ 
larity,  which  is  undesirable. 
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Mr.  McMillan  :  I  understand  that 
tlie  hon.  member  desires  to  omit  the  word 
except,”  in  order  that  a  sweeping  amend¬ 
ment  may  be  brought  forward,  giving  the 
upper  house  the  right  to  interfere  with 
the  ordinary  ap[)ropriation  bill.  From  that 
I  absolutely  dissent.  As  I  said  before, 
there  is  a  very  great  ditference  between 
the  two  cases.  In  an  appropriation  bill 
we  simply  appropriate  money  on  a  policy 
which  has  been  previously  agreed  to  ;  and 
it  is  with  regard  to  the  appropriation,  and 
not  with  regard  to  the  details  of  the  bill, 
that  I  desire  to  give  the  privilege  to  the 
upper  house  of  dealing  with  it;  conse¬ 
quently,  I  wish  to  say  that,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  amendment  which  I  intend  to 
move,  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  the  upper 
house  amending  an  appropriation  bill. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  If  the  views  of 
the  hon.  member.  Sir  John  Bray,  were 
adopted  and  met  with  general  acceptance, 
I  think  it  would  be  absolutely  unnecessary 
for  us  to  bother  about  a  senate  at  all.  I 
understood  the  hon.  gentleman  to  say, 
with  great  emphasis — certainly  he  was 
speaking  in  a  manner  in  which  he  did  not 
speak  previously — tliat,  so  far  as  federa¬ 
tion  was  concerned,  the  voice  of  the  people 
of  Australia,  that  is,  of  the  individual 
units,  must  be  predominant ;  and  for  that 
reason,  and,  as  I  understood  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  to  say,  for  that  reason  alone  it 
would  be  impossible  to  think  of  giving 
the  senate  powers  co-ordinate  and  coequal 
with  those  of  the  house  which  directly  re¬ 
presented  the  })eople.  I  can  only  say  that 
if  those  are  the  views  of  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man,  let  him  carry  them  out  to  their  legiti¬ 
mate  issue,  and  the  colonies  will  cease  to 
exist  as  entities;  the  unification  of  the 
empire,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  colonies, 
will  be  complete,  and  our  individuality  as 
colonies  will  be  absolutely  destroyed.  It 
is  quite  impossible  to  talk  of  the  voice  of 
the  people  being  absolutely  predominant, 
and  in  the  same  breath  to  state  that  there 


shall  be  a  senate  which  is  to  have  authority 
which  may  not  necessarily  work  in  the 
same  direction  as  the  general  voice  of  the 
people.  I  agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman 
that  the  voice  of  the  people  must  prevail, 
but  with  those  safeguards  in  respect  of 
each  colony  which  are  absolutely  necessary 
to  preserve  them  in  their  present  inde¬ 
pendence  ;  and  it  is  from  that  point  of  view 
that,  throughout,  I  have  maintained  that, 
to  make  this  exception  in  respect  of  money 
bills  or  in  respect  of  taxation  bills,  was,  at 
the  very  start,  to  indicate  the  inferiority 
of  the  senate,  whilst  all  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  go  to  show  what  a  superior  body 
we  intend  to  create.  The  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  says  no  constitution  could  possibly 
exist  with  coequal  authority  in  the  senate 
and  the  house  of  representatives ;  and  at 
the  very  same  time  he  hsts  before  him  the 
only  enduring  democracy  that  the  world 
has  ever  known,  in  which  for  upwards  of 
100  years  that  authority  has  existed,  at 
least  co  ordinate,  or,  where  they  were  not 
co-ordinate - 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Not  nearly  co-ordinate  I 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  Where  is  that  % 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  America. 

Mr.  Playford  :  There  is  no  responsible 
govemment  there  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  I  will  say  a 
word  about  responsible  government  in  a 
minute,  but  I  take  it,  the  government  is 
for  the  people,  and  not  the  people  for  the 
government.  So  far  as  America  is  con¬ 
cerned,  the  power  of  the  senate  is  not 
merely  co-oi’dinate  with  that  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  but  in  some  particulars 
it  is  absolutely  supreme ;  and  yet  no  one 
will  admit  that  the  senate  has  lost  repute 
or  has  been  lessened  in  the  opinion  of  the 
people.  On  the  contmry,  we  know  ])er- 
fectly  well  that  the  very  humblest  of  the 
people  look  with  veneration  to  the  senate, 
whilst  they  are  extremely  critical  about 
the  body  which,  if  this  argument  were  fol¬ 
lowed  out,  would  more  completely  repre- 
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sent  their  own  voice,  I  come  now  to  the 
remark  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford, 
that  they  have  no  responsible  government 
there. 

Colonel  Smith  :  They  have  a  revolu¬ 
tion  there  every  four  years  1 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNEIl:  That  is  no 
argument  either  way.  If  their  govern¬ 
ment  is  a  perfect  government  without  a 
responsible  ministry,  so  much  the  worse 
for  the  responsible  ministry  argument,  be¬ 
cause  it  shows  that  a  responsible  govern¬ 
ment  may  well  exist  without  a  responsible 
ministry.  To  follow  the  argument  of  the 
hon.  member,  ]Mr.  Playford,  to  its  legiti¬ 
mate  end,  there  should  be  no  second  house 
at  all.  The  argument  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man  is,  “You  cannot  have  a  responsible 
ministry  if  you  have  two  houses  with  equal 
authority.”  I  contend  that  the  argument 
of  the  lion,  gentleman  is  no  argument  at 
all,  because  the  question  is  not  whether  we 
are  to  have  a  responsible  ministry,  but 
w^hether  or  not  we  are  to  form  a  govern¬ 
ment  which  shall  preserve  the  entities  of 
the  states,  and  yet,  at  the  same  time, 
bring  about  federation  on  proper  terms  in 
respect  of  matters  which  the  states  choose 
to  hand  over  to  them.  Supposing  respon¬ 
sible  government  will  not  coexist  with 
this  it  is  a  matter  which  I  in  no  way  care 
about.  What  I  am  certain  of  is  that 
if  this  be  a  good  thing  the  government 
will  be  equally  good,  and  will  adjust  it¬ 
self  to  the  exigencies  of  its  circumstances. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  some  coun¬ 
tries  of  Europe  two  co-ordinate  chambers 
exist,  and  yet  responsible  government 
exists.  Tlie  government  always  must  be 
responsible ;  the  only  question  is  as  to 
whom  the  government  is  responsible.  The 
goveimment,  says  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
John  Bray,  must  be  responsible  to  the 
people.  Whom  does  he  mean  by  tlie  people? 
He  means  the  people  represented  in  the 
popular  house. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Not  necessarily  1 
[6ir  John  Downer, 


Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  He  means  the 
people  in  the  popular  house,  either  as  it 
exists  at  the  time  when  some  question 
arises,  or  as  it  exists  after  a  general  elec¬ 
tion.  The  hon.  gentleman  means  that; 
and  what  he  is  endeavouring  to  do  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  attempt  which  we  are 
making,  not  at  all  to  give  up  our  own  local 
government,  not  at  all  to  sacrifice  the 
liberties  of  our  colonies  which  have  worked 
so  excellently  for  all  of  us — at  the  very 
time  that  be  a.sserts  that  there  will  be  no 
federation  unless  we  very  carefully  safe¬ 
guard  the  liberties  which  we  as  colonies 
individually  possess,  he,  in  almost  every 
matter  of  vital  moment,  proposes  to  hand 
over  each  colony  to  a  general  body  in 
which,  so  far  as  the  smaller  colonies  are 
concerned,  they  will  have  no  practical 
representation  at  all ;  and  whilst  he  wants 
to  preserve  the  figment  of  a  body  which 
will  seem  to  treat  the  states  as  states,  and 
give  them  equal  representation,  he  wants 
to  absolutely  take  away  the  substance 
which  we  are  seeking  for,  and  to  divest  the 
senate  of  all  substantial  authority.  I  say 
now,  as  I  said  at  an  early  stage  of  our  de¬ 
bates,  tliat  if  one  house  can  make  and  un¬ 
make  governments  alone,  that  house  will, 
as  a  necessary  corollary,  absolutely  rule 
the  country.  That  body  which  governs 
the  executive  must  necessarily  govern  that 
which  the  executive  have  to  execute. 

]Mr.  Gillies  :  This  amendment  does  not 
touch  that  question  I 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  This  amend¬ 
ment  deals  with  the  whole  question,  or  is 
intended  to  do  so.  Of  course,  it  all  de¬ 
pends  whether  these  money  bills  are  of 
any  importance  at  all.  If  the  money  bills 
have  the  importance  in  legislation  which 
the  hoi?,  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  attributes 
to  them  ;  if  legislation  is  finance  and 
finance  is  legislation,  which  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  ;  if  this  matter  is  of  such  super- 
eminent  importance,  that  it  will  be  abso¬ 
lutely  impossible  to  legislate  without 
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taking  very  great  care  about  it ;  if  these 
views  are  true,  then  I  say  it  is  absolutely 
absurd  tliat  we  can  preserve  the  rights  of 
every  colony  at  the  same  time  tliat  we 
liand  over  to  the  general  population  of 
Australia  the  whole  government.  If,  on 
tlie  other  hand,  it  means  very  little,  if 
other  questions  in  which  their  rights  are 
preserved  are  of  so  much  more  importance, 
why  make  so  much  fuss  about  the  matter  ? 
I  care  not  which  way  you  take  it.  If 
money  is  everything,  and  everything  is 
money,  then  the  senate  ought  to  have  as 
great  a  voice  as  any  other  body.  If  it  is 
a  matter  of  secondary  importance,  then 
why  do  the  larger  colonies  make  so  much 
trouble  about  it  1 

ColonelSMiTH :  It  is  not  the  larger  bat  the 
smaller  colonies  tliat  make  all  the  trouble  ! 

Sir  J OIIN  DOWNER  :  Of  course,  they 
are  making  all  the  trouble.  They  are  tak¬ 
ing  the  trouble  which  the  humblest  of  us 
'would  take  to  preserve  that  which  is  his 
own,  and  to  resist  the  aggression  of  an 
invader. 

Mr.  Munro  :  You  are  the  invaders. 
You  want  to  take  away  our  privileges  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  \Ye  wish  to 
take  away  no  privileges  whatever.  On  the 
contrary,  we  say  we  are  going  into  rather 
a  speculative  venture - 

Mr.  Muxro  :  And  you  want  to  get  the 
plunder  from  us  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  It  is  unworthy 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  to  say  that.  We 
are  all  anxious  to  enter  upon  a  new  ven¬ 
ture.  The  only  question  is  as  to  the  terms 
on  which  we  should  initiate  the  agree¬ 
ment,  and  with  regard  to  that  we  have 
two  instances  which  have  not  worked  well 
and  only  one  instance  which  has  worked 
well,  and  all  the  arguments  about  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  majority  by  the  minority, 
and  about  the  larger  states  being  made 
subordinate  to  the  smaller,  and  the  more 
exaggerated  language  which  demeans  itself 
to  such  a  word  as  plunder” — all  these 


arguments,  I  say,  are  dragged  in  when  the 
light  of  experience  shows  that  no  such  re¬ 
sult  follows.  I  agree  with  Sir  J ohn  Bray 
that  in  the  end  the  people  must  rule. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Who  are  the  people? 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  Why,  the 
senate  and  the  house  of  representatives. 
The  hon.  member,  Mr.  Kingston,  holds 
the  view  tliat  had  the  .senate  been  elected 
in  the  way  he  desired,  it  should  have  co¬ 
equal  authority  witli  the  other  branch  of 
the  legislature  ;  but  because  the  majority 
here  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
w’ill  be  better  to  have  some  different  mode 
of  election  by  the  people  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance  from  the  ordinary  mode  of  election, 
my  lion,  friend  says  that  he  would  rather 
see  the  powers  of  the  senate  curtailed  than 
extended,  and  that  no  great  authority 
should  be  given  to  persons  so  elected.  In 
putting  forwaixl  that  argument,  the  lion, 
gentleman  has  given  us  proof  of  the 
strength  of  his  own  views,  which,  when 
'worked  out,  come  to  this  :  that  rather  than 
take  care  that  his  colony  and  other  colonies 
should  have  an  adequate  representation  in 
the  senate  and  an  adequate  voice  in  national 
concerns,  unless  the  senate  is  constituted  in 
the  precise  metliod  of  which  he  approves  he 
would  rather  sacrifice  the  libeidy  of  his 
colony  than  forego  his  own  individual 
views.  Whether  the  senate  is  elected  by 
the  local  legislatures  or  by  the  people, 
whom  do  the  members  from  a  ]>articular 
state  in  that  body  represent  ? 

Mr.  Kingston  :  It  depends  upon  hov/ 
they  are  elected  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  They  represent 
their  own  colony,  and  they  are  a  power  in 
their  own  colony. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  They  represent  classes — 
that  is  all  ! 

Mr.  Kingston  :  The  class  that  return 
them  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  They  represent 
all  classes,  whereas  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Kingston,  only  wants  one  class  represented. 
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Every  portion  of  the  comnniuity  is  tho¬ 
roughly  represented. 

Colonel  Smith  :  They  only  represent 
the  money  bags  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  Even  as  far  as 
the  election  of  the  senate  is  concerned  the 
local  legislative  assembly  would  have  much 
larger  power  than  the  legislative  council. 
Who  can  question  that "?  And  how  can 
anylx)dy  say  that  a  body  so  elected  will 
represent  the  classes,  and  not  the  com¬ 
munity  generally  ? 

Mr.  Kingston  :  What  was  our  experi¬ 
ence  in  South  Australia  last  year  in  regard 
to  the  Federal  Council  Bill  1 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  am  not  talk- 
inff  about  the  Federal  Council,  which  I 
always  held  in  high  estimation. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  Did  not  the  Legislative 
Council  wreck  that  last  year  1 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  As  a  matter  of 
fact  the  Legislative  Council  never  cared 
very  much  for  the  Federal  Council  at  any 
time. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  They  wrecked  it  last 
year  on  class  representation  ! 

Mr.  Playford  :  They  wanted  the  pro¬ 
pertied  classes  to  have  as  much  voice  as 
the  masses  of  the  people  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  If  that  matter 
wants  adjustment,  let  it  be  adjusted;  but 
do  not  let  a  man  who  comes  from  any 
particular  colony  say  that  because  the 
election  of  the  senators  is  not  in  the  pre¬ 
cise  mode  that  he  would  like,  he  will  sac¬ 
rifice  the  rights  of  his  colony  in  regard  to 
representation  rather  than  not  carry  out 
hLs  own  views. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  I  did  not  say  anything 
of  the  sort  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  have  taken 
the  same  position  in  this  matter  ever 
since  the  question  was  first  initiated.  I 
can  understand  no  federation  that  would 
bring  success  or  be  lasting — and  in  this  I 
am  sure  Sir  Henry  Parkes  will  agree  with 
tne — unless  founded  on  wdiat  is  just  and 
[Sir  John  Downer, 
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right ;  and  I  cannot  understand  anything 
being  founded  on  justice  and  righteous¬ 
ness  which  will  put  the  minor  colonies  in 
the  position  of  being  liable  to  be  entirely 
overwhelmed  by  the  larger  populations  of 
certain  colonies. 

Hon.  Members  :  Question  !  Question  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY:  Hon.  gentle¬ 
men  seem  to  be  very  anxious  to  prevent 
the  voices  of  members  being  heard.  I 
think  tho  whole  of  this  debate  has  been  a 
great  mistake.  Hon.  gentlemen  have  been 
talking  of  preserving  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  the  liberties  of  the  hou.se  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  the  liberties  of  the  senate. 
Tliey  have  been  talking  of  imaginary 
things.  There  are  no  liberties  at  all.  Let 

o 

us  follow  out  the  question.  How  is  the 
house  of  representatives  to  be  created?  By 
fair  voting?  No  voice  can  answer  yes. 
All  know  in  their  hearts  that  no  fair  vot¬ 
ing  is  to  be  allowed.  TYhat  of  the  plural 
voting  ?  I  am  told  that  in  one  colony  of 
Australia  so  far  does  plural  voting  go  that 
it  is  exercised  by  paper  votes  being  sent ; 
that  is,  one  man,  if  there  were  twenty-five 
electorates,  would  have  twenty-five  votes. 
He  would  vote  in  as  many  districts  as  he 
could  personally,  and  vote  by  proxy  in  the 
othens.  Is  that  fair  voting  ? 

Mr.  Macdonald-Paterson  :  There  is 
no  voting  by  proxy  1 

Mr.  Playford  :  That  is  not  the  question  1 
Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  believe  it  is 
the  case  in  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Unhappy  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Unhappy  West¬ 
ern  Australia,  yes  ;  but,  in  truth,  unhappy 
Australia  altogether  under  that  system. 
I  say  that  the  house  of  representatives 
would  in  no  way  represent  the  people,  but 
would  represent  simply  the  landowners  of 
the  colonies.  That  is  the  usual  way,  except 
in  South  Australia  and  in  New  Zealand. 
If  New  Zealand  becomes  a  member  of  tho 
confederacy,  except  in  those  two  places  any- 
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thing  like  fair  voting  would  be  absolutely 
unknown,  and  the  house  of  representatives 
would  not  represent  the  people  but  would 
represent  capital.  Tlie  state  legislatures 
are  not  allowed  to  represent  the  people, 
but  are  forced  by  the  present  laws  to  re¬ 
present  capital,  and,  that  being  so,  hon. 
members  say  that  the  state  legislatures  shall 
elect  the  senate — that  is,  a  constituency  un¬ 
fairly  and  unjustly  created  is  to  return  the 
senate — and  then  hon.  members  debate  as 
if  it  were  a  matter  of  the  greatest  conse¬ 
quence  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  of 
this  country  whether  the  senate  or  the 
house  of  representatives  shall  have  the 
greater  power.  What  care  we  for  their 
power  ?  It  is  the  power  of  capital  alone, 
and  squabbles  between  two  parties  of 
capitalists  little  interest  the  people  at 
large.  That  is  how  the  question  stands. 
I  say,  therefore,  that  the  debate  is  really 
useless,  and  w^hat  will  follow  from  this] 
I  fear  thp.t  what  will  follow  is  that,  wdien 
the  question  comes  of  this  constitution 
being  accepted  by  the  people,  it  will  be 
said  that  it  is  the  state  legislatures  who 
are  to  vote  as  to  whether  it  shall  or  shall 
not  be  accepted — that  is,  that  upon  that 
great  all-absorbing  question  the  people  of 
Australasia  and  New  Zealand  shall  have  no 
power  to  determine  what  their  fate  is  to  be. 

Mr.  Munro  :  We  will  take  care  of  that! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  How  can  it  be 
taken  care  of  ? 

Mr.  Munro  :  We  wdll  send  it  to  them  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  But,  then,  how 
will  the  people  vote  ? 

Mr.  Playford  :  Y'ea  or  nay  1 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  How  will  the 
people  vote  with  plural  votes  against  them] 
You  refused  to  let  them  have  the  power 
of  voting  man  by  man. 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  voted  with  the  hon. 
member  1 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Yes,  the  hon. 
gentleman  did  ;  but  I  am  speaking  of  the 
House.  I  was  grateful  to  the  hon.  mem¬ 


ber  for  the  vote  that  lie  gave,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  his  name  wdll  stand  high  in 
Australia  for  having  given  it.  We  may 
be  few  in  number  ;  but  the  time  will  come 
when  it  will  be  thought  the  more  honor¬ 
able  that  we,  as  few  in  number,  should 
have  fought  this  great  question,  and  at 
last  brought  it  to  a  successful  issue  ;  for 
if  fair  voting  i.s  not  given  to  the  people,  I 
feel  certain  that  from  one  end  of  Australia 
to  the  other  the  people  will  resolve  upon 
petitions  to  the  parliament  in  England, 
and  expose  the  true  state  of  things,  and 
be  saved  from  a  constitution  bein<r  -im- 
posed  on  them  which  is  merely  a  sham 
constitution,  as  is  the  proposed  constitution 
that  we  are  calling  into  existence.  It  is 
not  worth  our  while  further  to  debate  this 
subject, and  I  shallsayno  more  upon  it;  but 
I  simply  reaflSrm  absolutely — and  I  know 
that  I  am  speaking  the  truth,  which  can¬ 
not  fairly  be  contradicted — that  under  this 
constitution  there  is  no  fair  voting  wliat- 
ever  allowed  to  the  people  of  Australia,  in 
any  part  of  it,  and  that  the  only  persons 
who  do  exercise  it  are  those  who  have 
obtained  it  in  former  days,  by  struggles  in 
some  cases  protracted  through  years,  and 
that  if  this  constitution  is  imposed  upon 
them  it  w  ill  ultimately  lead  to  such  contests 
amongst  the  people  themselves  that  I  feel 
certain  that  disorder,  distress,  and  discom¬ 
fort  will  exist  yet  for  many  years  in  Aus¬ 
tralia,  which  w^ould  be  totally  avoided  if 
this  Convention  would  at  once  do  that  jus¬ 
tice  to  their  fellow- citizens  to  which  they 
are  entitled.  When  we  are  told,  as  I  heard 
an  hon.  gentleman  say  just  now,  that  we 
are  taking  an  example  from  America  as  to 
what  we  should  do  about  the  senate,  I  say 
that  that  has  no  relation  whatever  to  us, 
because  in  America  there  is  the  system 
of  every  man  having  one  vote.  Their  in¬ 
stitutions  are  based  upon  that,  and  if  ours 
is  based  on  this  system  of  plural  voting, 
in  which  one  man  may  exercise,  perhaps, 
more  than  twenty  votes  against  one  of  his 
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fellow  citizen’s,  then  I  say  there  is  no 
justice  in  this  country,  that  it  matters  not 
to  us  what  the  constitution  is,  that  we  are 
simply  governed  by  a  few  persons,  who 
will  naturally  look  to  their  own  interests. 
My  hon.  friend  opposite  said  it  absolutely 
was,  and  should  be,  kept  a  government  of 
the  people,  for  the  people,  and  by  the 
people  ;  but  I  say  that  it  is  not  a  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  people,  it  is  not  for  the 
people,  and  it  is  not  by  the  people.  In 
not  one  of  those  respects  does  such  a 
government  exist  here,  and  in  not  one 
of  those  respects  will  a  government  exist 
which  is  established  under  the  absolute 
resolutions  which  we  have  adopted  in  the 
act  which  we  are  about  to  try  and  force 
on  the  country.  I  think  we  might  drop 
all  consultation  on  the  subject.  To  us  it. 
is  indifferent  whether  it  is  the  senate  that 
has  this  power,  or  whether  it  is  the  house 
of  representatives  that  has  the  power. 
The  one  thing  that  we  have  to  do  with  is 
that  the  people  of  Australasia  have  not 
the  power,  and  yet  they  are  the  persons  in 
whose  hands  it  should  exist. 

]\Ir.  DIBBS  :  When  the  debate  on  the 
main  question  took  place  in  the  early  days 
of  this  Convention,  had  a  vote*  been  taken 
I  think  the  question  would  have  been  de¬ 
cided  in  favour  of  the  principle  laid  down 
ill  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Baker,  in  the  proportion  of  something 
like  10  to  3.  One  naturally  a.sks,  what 
lias  the  Convention  done ;  what  mysteri¬ 
ous  influence  has  been  at  work  in  the  star 
chamber  of  the  select  committee  to  cause 
thirty  men  to  come  round  to  the  views  of 
ten.  When  we  first  started,  this  question 
w'ould  have  been  so  settled  as  to  create  a 
senate  that  w’ould  have  been  worthy  of  the 
federation.  The  hon.  member.  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  who  held  certain  views  before  the 
sub-committee  'svas  appointed,  seems  to 
have  talked  the  select  committee  round  to 
what  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  calls 
a  wretched  compromise.  It  is  an  absolute 
Georfje  Grey, 


compromise,  as  wu-etched  as  'svretched  can 
be,  for  it  is  laying  the  axe  to  the  root  of 
an  independent  senate  upon  which,  as  in 
the  case  of  America,  the  people,  the  demo¬ 
cracy,  w-ould  look  with  confidence,  and  upon 
wdiich  they  would  rely  for  the  good  of  the 
country.  So  far  there  has  been  no  s[)eech 
wdiich  answ'ered  that  made  since  lunch  by 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Downier,  wdio,  I 
think,  put  the  matter  very  clearly.  As  he 
says,  there  is  the  experience  of  America  for 
more  than  lOOyear.s,  wdtliapowcrful  senate, 
and  democratic  America  to-day  believes  in 
the  senate  as  therein  constituted.  What 
w^e  are  asked  to  do  by  this  clause,  as  it  is 
printed  in  the  bill,  is  not  to  follow  the 
lines  of  the  British  Constitution  ;  but  the 
framers  of  the  bill,  and  those  who  sat  in 
the  sub-committee  upon  it,  have  folio w'cd 
the  lines  of  the  American  Constitution. 
When  it  is  proposed  to  give  the  senate  the 
power  of  the  American  Senate,  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  go  back  to  the  w'orn-out  theory  of  the 
British  Constitution  as  regards  the  House 
of  Lords,  or  any  nominee  chamber.  I  for 
a  long  time  have  believed  in  the  existence 
of  a  nominee  upper  house.  To-day  I  do 
not.  To  day  I  believe  in  an  elective  upper 
house,  and  looking  at  our  colony — for  that 
one’s  own  colony  is  the  place  where  ive 
get  the  most  experience — and  seeing  the 
appointments  made  from  time  to  time  by 
ministers  in  power  of  men  utterly  unfit  to 
be  senators  or  legislator.s,  I  think  the  time 
has  arrived  wdien  that  power  should  V)o 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  ministers,  and  in 
some  form  left  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
From  wliat  is  ])roposed  here  one  w^ould 
imagine  that  the  i)eople  would  have  no 
voice  in  the  election  of  the  senate.  The 
people  wdll  elect  their  representatives,  and 
the  house  of  representatives  wdll  elect  tlie 
members  of  the  senate.  Surely  that  is  elec¬ 
tion  through  the  people  by  the  mouths  of 
their  representatives,  who  are  responsible 
to  their  constituents  for  their  election  to 
the  senate.  I  do  not  know^  a  more  re- 
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fined  process  by  which  you  could  make  a 
more  perfect,  and  independent,  and  pro¬ 
bably  intelligent  senate  than  that.  It  is 
for  tl:at  reason  that  I  hold  that  the  senate 
to  he'^ of  any  power  at  all  must  be  framed 
on  tlie  direct  lines  of  the  American  Senate, 
and  have  coequal  powers  with  the  house 
of  representatives.  All  the  arguments 
which  can  be  used  in  regard  to  respon¬ 
sible  government  and  the  liouse  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  have  been  fairly  stated  by  the 
lion,  member,  Sir  John  Downer,  and  I 
have  heard  nothing  yet  in  reply  to  them. 
The  house  of  representatives  will  decide 
the  fate  of  a  ministry,  and,  after  all,  there 
will  be  responsible  government  by  the  action 
of  the  house  of  representatives.  Now  we 
know  perfectly  well  that  the  feeling  has 
arisen  in  England,  and  that  even  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  statesmen  in  Eng¬ 
land  are  endeavouring  to  reform  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  I  hope 
they  may  succeed.  We  know  perfectly  well 
that  there  has  been  no  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  democracy  of  America  to  lessen  the 
influence  or  power  of  the  senate ;  but  that 
as  time  rolls  by,  with]  the  experience  of 
100  years,  the  senate  still  holds  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  people.  Why,  we  should  at¬ 
tempt — and  I  borrow  the  words  from  my 
lion,  friend,  Mr.  McMillan,  again — to  de¬ 
grade  the  senate  of  federal  Australia  is  a 
matter  beyond  my  conception.  That  is  the 
second  point  where  I  cannot  realise  my 
position.  I  was  led  away  by  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
and  those  ^vho  spoke  with  him  on  the  main 
debate.  My  mind  was  then  made  perfectly 
clear  that  when  the  time  arrived  for  me 
to  record  my  vote  it  would  be  in  favour 
of  creating  a  powerful  senate.  But  what 
is  the  mysterious  influence  that  has  been 
at  work  with  hon.  ineiubei's  that  thirty 
should  bow  the  knee  to  ten  ?  I  should 
like  zo  hoar  the  history  of  that  secret 
conclave,  that  select  committee,  where 
thirty  men  gave  way  to  ten.  Who  has 
3  li 


jibbed  on  the  business?  Who  has  turned 
traitor  on  the  principles  which  they 
advocated  here  in  eloquent  speeches, 
and  which  misled  young  men  like  myself 
to  permit  my  mind  to  believe  that  a 
strong  senate  w’as  good  for  the  country  ? 
But  now  we  have  this  maudlin  proposition 
put  forward  for  the  senate  to  make  sug¬ 
gestions  to  the  house  of  representatives. 
We  know  perfectly  well  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten  in  what  manner  the  suggestions 
would  be  received.  Our  great  desire  for 
the  future  good  of  this  country  should  be 
to  create  a  pow^erf ul  senate.  Remember  w^e 
have  no  property  qualification  for  the 
senate.  The  qualification  in  the  bill  for 
a  senator  is  that  he  shall  have  reached  a 
certain  advanced  age,  and  shall  have  resided 
a  certain  time  in  the  country.  Beyond 
that,  money  or  capital  is  in  no  w'ay  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  senate,  and  the  humblest  man 
who  may  be  fit  for  the  position  may  be 
elected  through  one  of  the  various  state 
legislatures  to  the  highest  position  in  the 
land — to  the  senate.  As  you  have  made 
the  qualification  so  slight  for  the  position  of 
senator,  there  are  men  in  the  democratic 
classes  wdio  w’iil  aspire,  and  who  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  reach,  by  reason  of  their  talents 
and  character,  the  highest  j^osition  w’hich 
the  country  can  confer  on  any  citizen — a 
senatorship.  Why  should  we  ask  the  senate 
to  be  a  mere  recording  house ;  w  hy  should 
w’e  give  the  senate  absolutely  less  power 
than  a  nominee  house — less  powder  than 
the  nominee  house  of  New^  South  Wales 
possesses  to-day,  and  less  than  otlier  nomi¬ 
nee  houses  possess  ?  We  know  that  from 
time  to  time — and  w’e  shall  hear  of  it  wdien 
our  Parliament  meets — some  very  curious 
appointments  are  made,  even  in  our  ow  n 
colony  w  ithin  the  last  few  weeks — appoint¬ 
ments  which  clearly  convince  those  who 
have  given  the  slightest  thought  to  the 
question  that  a  nominee  house  is  not  good 
for  the  interests  of  either  the  states  or  the 
federal  parliament. 
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Mr,  Playford  :  That  is  nothing  to  do 
with  us  ! 

Mr.  Munro  :  They  will  take  a  part  in 
the  election  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  They  will ;  but  you  have 
your  senate  elected  by  the  states,  and  give 
them  coequal  power,  as  I  would,  then  you 
would  find  that  in  the  states,  where  the 
nominee  chamber  exists,  and  where  it  has 
been  used  so  disgracefully  as  it  has  been 
in  times  past,  if  not  lately,  the  people 
would  insist  upon  changing  the  state  con¬ 
stitution  and  introducing  the  elective  prin¬ 
ciple.  For  my  part,  I  am  beginning  seri¬ 
ously  to  change  my  mind  upon  the  old 
nominee  system,  and  I  am  coming  gradually 
round,  and  with  very  good  reason,  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  an  elective  upper  chamber  is 
necessary  for  the  states,  even  if  we  adopt 
the  proposal  in  this  bill,  even  if  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker’s  amendment  be 
carried,  of  having  the  members  of  the 
senate  elected  by  the  various  states  through 
the  state  parliament.  Now,  what  we  are 
trying  to  provide  for  is  how  to  get  over  the 
possibility  of  a  deadlock,  constituted  as 
the  senate  will  be.  An  idea  has  got  into 
the  minds  of  hon.  meml>ers  that  the  smaller 
states  will  rule  the  larger,  or  that  the 
larger  will  rule  the  smaller.  A  way  to 
get  over  the  difficulty  is  to  adopt  to  a  large 
extent  the  Norwegian  system,  which,  in 
its  working,  prevents  the  possibility  of  a 
deadlock  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  two  houses.  Under  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  system,  as  hon.  members  know,  in 
the  event  of  a  deadlock  occumng  and  a 
bill  being  sent  back  from  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  to  the  senate,  and  refusing 
to  acknowledge  the  senate’s  amendments, 
both  houses  meet  as  one  house  and  the 
question  is  there  thrashed  out  and  settled 
on  one  vote.  If  that  system  be  adopted 
without  any  referendum  to  the  people,  or 
without  anything  of  the  kind,  the  whole 
question  of  a  deadlock  falls  to  the  ground. 
That  is  the  form  of  parliament  which  it 
[i/r.  Dibhs, 


aj^pears  to  me  hon.  members  are  trying  to 
bring  about. 

Mr.  Playford  :  That  settles  the  senate 
straight ! 

!Mr.  DIBBS  :  Never  mind  if  it  did.  It 
would  bring  a  finality  to  the  question^ 
for,  after  all,  we  must  assume  that  the 
members  of  the  senate  will  be  as  intelli¬ 
gent  as  the  members  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives.  If  we  were  proposing  to  put 
the  inmates  of  the  various  lunatic  asylums 
in  the  senate,  then  you  might  wish  to 
create  the  senate  in  the  way  you  are  seek¬ 
ing  to  do  under  the  bill.  But  if  we  wish 
to  fill  the  senate  with  the  nominees  of 
some  corrupt  government,  then  fence  their 
powers  round  in  every  possible  form  in 
order  to  safeguard  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  But  wffiere  the  senate  is  elected 
from  the  house  of  representatives,  which 
may  be  just  fresh  from  the  hustings,  and 
where  the  house  of  representatives  is  re¬ 
sponsible  to  the  constituencies,  I  say  that  by 
the  adoption  of  that  refined  process  you  will 
have  a  chance  of  getting  a  more  intelligent, 
and  better  educated,  and  a  senate  of  such 
a  character  as  may  with  safety  be  trusted 
with  coequal  powers  with  the  lower  house, 
provided  that  there  is,  however,  some  mode 
such  as  is  contained  in  the  Norwegian  Con¬ 
stitution  of  settling  a  deadlock  which  may 
occasionally  occur  by  one  united  vote.  For 
my  part,  I  shall  give  my  vote  in  favour  of 
the  amendment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Baker.  I  shall  then  give  my  vote  in  favour 
of  the  principle  to  which  a  majority  agreed 
three  weeks  ago.  I  shall  give  my  vote  in  the 
direction  in  which  my  mind  was  influenced 
by  the  speeches  which  I  heard  three  weeks 
ago,  for  nothing  has  been  said  since  the 
committee  reported  to  the  Convention  to 
change  my  mind  or  the  minds  of  hon, 
members.  If  the  lion,  member,  Mr. 
Baker,  fails  in  carrying  his  amendment, 
then  the  next  best  course  open  is  the  pro¬ 
posal  of  my  hon,  friend,  Mr.  McMillan, 
which  we  shall  have  to  take  as  a  sort  of 
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via  media  between  the  extreme  view  of 
the  Lon.  member,  Mr.  Baker,  and  the  con¬ 
stitution  as  proposed  in  the  bill.  But  at 
the  present  time  I  shall  give  my  vote  to 
make  the  senate  worthy  of  what  Australia 
shall  become,  not  a  degin-ded  institution, 
not  a  senate  whose  members  may  be  the 
most  inferior,  instead  of  the  best  men  the 
country  can  produce,  but  a  body  of  men 
whose  weight,  whose  experience,  and  whose 
intelligence  will  be  felt  throughout  the 
country  ;  a  senate  which,  as  in  the  case  of 
America,  wdll  command  tlie  full  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  people. 

Question — That  the  word  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause — put. 
The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  22 ;  noes,  16  ;  majority,  6. 

Ayes. 


Bird,  Mr. 

Bray,  Sir  John 
Clark,  Mr. 

Cuthbert,  Mr. 
Deakin,  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Fysh,  Mr. 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 
Hackett,  Mr. 
Jenniugs,  Sir  Patrick 


Kingston,  Mr. 
Macdonald -Paterson  Mr 
Mcllwraith,  Sir  Thomas 
McMillan,  Mr. 

Munro,  ^Ir. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 
Play  ford,  Mr. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 
Suttor,  Mr. 

Wrixon,  Mr. 


Noes. 

Forrest,  Mr.  J. 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 
Loton,  Mr. 

Marmion,  Mr. 

Moore,  Mr. 

Russell,  Captain 
Thynne,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  negatived. 


Baker,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 
Cockbum,  Dr. 
Dibbs,  Mr. 
Donaldson,  Mr. 
Douglas,  Mr.  Adj^^e 
Do\vmer,  Sir  John 
Forrest,  Mr.  A. 


Mr.  McMillan  :  I  shall  say  very 
little  in  placing  my  amendment  before  the 
Committee.  I  propose  to  retain  sub-clause 
1  down  to  the  word  “government.”  It 
will  be  necessary  to  propose  the  amend¬ 
ment  in  a  certain  way,  because  I  do  not 
want  the  excision  of  sub-clause  4.  I  shall 
propose  an  amendment  to  follow  on  after 


the  word  “government,”  and  then,  if  my 
amendment  be  carried,  I  shall  propose  the 
excision  of  sub-clauses  2  and  3,  allowing 
sub-clause  4  to  stand,  and  moving  after¬ 
wards  the  excision  of  sub-clause  5.  The 
clause,  as  amended,  would  read  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

(1.)  The  senate  shall  have  equal  power  with 
the  house  of  representatives  in  respect  of  all  pro¬ 
posed  laws,  except  law’s  imposing  taxation  and 
laws  appropriating  the  necessary  supplies  for 
the  ordinary  annual  services  of  the  government. 

(2.)  In  respect  of  laws  appropriating  the  ne¬ 
cessary  supplies  for  the  ordinary  annual  services 
of  the  government,  the  senate  shall  have  the 
power  to  affirm  or  reject,  but  not  to  amend. 

(3.)  In  respect  of  laws  impcsing  taxation,  the 
senate  shall  have  the  pow  er  to  amend ;  but  if 
any  proposed  law  imposing  taxation  is  amended 
by  the  senate,  and  is  afterwards  returned  to  the 
senate  by  the  house  of  representatives,  the 
senate  shall  not  have  the  power  to  send  the  pro¬ 
posed  law  again  to  the  house  of  representatives 
with  any  amendment  in  it  to  which  the  house  of 
representatives  has  not  agreed,  but  shall  either 
affirm  or  reject  it. 

The  only  matters  to  wffiich  I  intend  to  refer 
in  putting  this  amendment  before  the 
house  are:  first,  the  question  with  regard  to 
the  bearing  of  the  senate  on  state  rights  j 
and,  secondly,  its  bearing  w’ith  regard  to 
responsible  government.  Now,  as  far  as 
the  question  of  state  rights  is  concerned,  I 
do  not  argue  that  the  upperchamber  isabso- 
lutely  and  essentially  intended  to  conserve 
those  rights.  If  I  have  any  feeling  at  all 
in  the  matter,  I  think  that,  personally,  I 
tend  more  towards  the  principle  of  unifica¬ 
tion  than  of  federation,  and  the  action  I  take 
now  I  would  take  if  we  were  assembled 
here  to  declare  the  unification  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  under  one  political  government.  I 
stand  up  for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
upper  chamber,  wdiich,  I  believe,  would 
be  a  solid  buhvark  of  the  liberties  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  wdien  that 
chamber  is  elected,  if  not  directly,  at  any 
rate  indirectly,  by  the  people— that  is, 
elected  by  those  who  are  directly  elected 
by  the  people — I  hold  that  any  analogy 
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souglit  to  be  drawn  between  that  chamber 
and  the  House  of  Lords  or  a  nominee 
chamber  is  utterly  out  of  place.  Further¬ 
more,  with  regard  to  responsible  govern¬ 
ment,  I  do  not  hold  that  the  question  of 
responsible  government  is  touched  at  all 
in  this  matter.  It  has  been  said  here  that 
the  most  important  matters  coming  under 
the  view  of  a  legislature  are  not  connected 
with  finance  at  all ;  and  we  know  that 
most  of  the  questions  upon  which  govern¬ 
ments  stand  or  fall  have  nothing  whatever 
to  do  w  ith  finance.  If  the  upper  house  has 
the  power  not  only  to  veto  but  to  amend 
bills  involving  great  questions  of  public 
policy,  affecting  the  whole  social  interest 
of  the  people — surely  if  constitutional  and 
responsible  government  can  exist  under 
such  a  state  of  affairs  in  regard  to  these 
subjects,  it  is  absurd  to  fear  that  consti¬ 
tutional  and  responsible  government  are 
going  by  the  board  because  we  allow  the 
upper  house  the  power  of  amendment.  I 
simply  reiterate  these  views  in  order — as 
I  am  taking  upon  myself  a  heavy  responsi¬ 
bility — that  I  may  be  free  from  misappre¬ 
hension.  I  do  not  consider  the  question 
of  an  appropriation  bill  is  at  all  analogous 
to  a  bill  creating  a  new  policy.  The  ap¬ 
propriation  bill  simply  covers  the  expendi¬ 
ture  based  upon  a  policy  previously  agreed 
to,  and  upon  which  the  upper  house,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  amendment,  would  have  a 
perfect  right  to  record  its  decision  by  way 
of  amendment.  I  believe  that  this  is  a  fair 
and  reasonable  compromise.  I  believe  it 
is  an  improvement  on  the  mode  suggested 
for  exactly  the  same  purpose,  and  to  bring 
about  the  same  results,  by  hon.  gentlemen 
of  the  Constitutional  Committee,  and  it  is 
with  the  full  confidence  that  it  will  be 
accepted  as  a  compromise  that  I  now  sub¬ 
mit  it  to  the  Convention.  I  move  : 

That  the  words  “which  the  senate  may  affirm 
or  reject,  but  may  not  amend.  Ilut  the  senate 
may  not  amend  any  jiroposed  law  in  such  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  increase  any  proposed  cliarge  or  burden 
on  the  people,”  be  omitted. 

[J/r,  McMillan, 


Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  My  hon. 
friend,  Mr.  McMillan,  is  quite  right  when 
he  says  that  ho  assumes  a  very  serious  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  proposing  this  amendment, 
because  this  subject  after  several  days’  de¬ 
bate  in  the  Convention,  received  the  anxious 
attention  of  the  committee  for  several  days 
and  from  every  point  of  view ;  and  they 
did  not  adopt  this  form  of  words  without 
carefully  choosing  every  word,  and  con¬ 
sidering  how  the  proposed  scheme  would 
work  out  in  practice.  I  shall  be  able  to 
show  in  a  very  few  minutes  that  what¬ 
ever  merits  there  may  be  in  this  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  lion,  member’s,  lie  has  not 
only  not  given  it  half  the  consideration 
which  the  committee  gave  their  proposal ; 
but,  also  that,  while  I  believe  he  brings 
it  forward  with  a  view  to  strengthening 
the  power  of  the  senate,  he  is  distinctly 
w'eakening  the  power  of  that  body,  and 
taking  away  the  most  beneficial  powers 
proposed  to  be  given  to  it  under  the  sug¬ 
gested  compromise.  I  will  deal,  first  of 
all,  with  the  case  of  appropriation  bills. 
The  hon.  member  does  not  propose  to  leave 
out  the  4th  paragrapli  of  the  clause, 
which  provides  : 

The  expenditure  for  services  other  than  the 
ordinary  annual  services  of  the  government  shall 
not  be  authorised  by  the  same  law  as  that  whicli 
appropriates  the  supplies  for  such  ordinary 
annual  services,  but  shall  be  authorised  by  a 
separate  law  or  laws. 

Supposing  the  senate  were  of  opinion  that 
there  was  a  violation  of  that  provision, 
that  there  was  something  in  an  ordinary 
appropriation  bill  violating  that  rule,  and 
which,  no  doubt,  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  would  take  out  if  its  attention  were 
called  to  it  by  the  senate.  The  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  hon.  member  would  prevent 
the  senate  from  doing  so.  In  fact,  while  the 
2nd,  3rd,  and  4th  paragraj)hs  of  tliis  clause 
carefully  guard  against  tacking,  the  hon. 
member  would  actually  facilitate  tacking, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  shuts  the  mouth 
of  the  senate,  compelling  them  either  to 
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swallow  the  whole  bill  or  to  throw  the 
public  service  into  confusion  by  rejecting 
it?  Does  the  lion,  member  mean  to  do 
that  1  Surely  he  has  not  thought  out  the 
subject  or  he  would  have  drawn  up  the 
amendment  in  a  better  form.  These  ob¬ 
jections  with  regard  to  appropriation  bills 
occur  to  me  at  the  moment.  On  the  other 
hand  the  lion,  member  proposes  to  give 
the  senate  the  power  of  increasing  taxa¬ 
tion, which  was  not  proposed  before.  Then 
there  is  this  extraordinary  proposal :  In¬ 
stead  of  the  senate  making  a  i*equest  that 
an  item  in  a  bill  which  they  regard  as  ob¬ 
jectionable  should  be  omitted,  which  re¬ 
quest  would  be  considered  by  the  house  of 
representatives,  no  doubt  in  conference 
with  the  senate,  so  that  they  might  come 
to  an  amicable  conclusion,  the  hon.  member 
absolutely  prohibits  a  conference.  He  says 
that  if  once  an  alteration  is  made  in  a 
taxation  bill  it  must  be  made  in  the  form 
of  an  amendment,  when  it  is  to  go  direct 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  and  unless 
they  instantly  adopt  it  the  thing  is  at  an 
end. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  My  amendment  does 
not  provide  necessarily  that  there  shall 
not  be  a  conference  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Yes  ;  be¬ 
cause  if  the  house  of  representatives  say 
they  Avill  not  agree  to  the  amendment  there 
is  an  end  of  it.  All  the  facilities  that  are 
offered  by  this  compromise,  which  was 
carefully  thought  out,  for  allowing  the  two 
houses  to  come  to  an  understanding,  are 
swept  away.  They  are  at  once  to  be 
placed  at  arm’s  length.  The  senate  is 
really  to  have  no  alternative  but  to  reject 
the  whole  measure,  or  accept  items  which 
they  consider  objectionable,  and  which  the 
other  house  might  be  willing  to  omit. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  The  clause,  as  it  stands, 
does  not  provide  for  a  conference  any  mor^ 
than  my  amendment  does  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  Theamond- 
ment  prohibits  a  conference,  because,  if 


once  an  amendment  goes  back  to  tire  house 
of  representatives,  there  is  no  chance  offered 
for  a  conference. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  Nothing  of  the  kind  I 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  That  may 
not  be  what  the  hon.  member  means,  be¬ 
cause  the  proposal  is  so  preposterous  that 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  hon.  member 
would  deliberately  make  it.  I  am,  how¬ 
ever,  criticising  the  amendment  as  it  is 
placed  before  hon.  members.  As  soon  as 
an  amendment  is  made — and  it  must  take 
that  form — it  is  sent  back  to  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  if  it  is  not  accept¬ 
able  to  the  house  of  representatives,  all 
compromise  is  at  an  end,  except  by 
dropping  the  bill.  Surely  that  is  not  an 
improvement  on  the  proposal  contained  in 
the  bill.  I  entreat  hon.  members  in  con¬ 
sidering  this  subject  to  bear  in  mind  w'hat 
was  pointed  out  by  the  President  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Convention.  We  shall 
never  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion, 
unless  we  meet  in  a  spirit  of  compromise. 
Some  hon.  members  seem  to  have  disre¬ 
garded  that  spirit  altogether.  I  do  not 
think  the  clause  in  tlie  bill  is  by  any  means 
in  the  best  possible  form,  but  I  believe  it  is 
in  the  best  attainable  form,  which  is  a  dif¬ 
ferent  tiling.  It  may  be  that  being  in  the 
best  attainable  form,  it  is  really  in  its  best 
form,  because  we  are  here  to  do  the  best 
we  can  for  Australia,  and  if  this  is  the 
best  thing  that  can  be  done  with  a  chance 
of  securing  the  assent  of  the  people  of 
Australia,  we  ought  to  adopt  it,  although 
our  own  individual  opinions  would  have 
led  us  to  cast  the  clause  in  a  different 
form.  I  hope  sincerely  that  hon.  members 
will  regard  the  question  from  that  point 
of  view,  and  that  the  hon.  member,  !Mr. 
McMillan,  wdll  not  press  his  amendment. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  think  that  it 
w^\s  incumbent  upon  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  McMillan,  to  explain  in  wliat  way 
this  amendment  of  his  could  be  more  in 
accordance  wdth  the  dignity  of  the  senate, 
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and,  therefore,  more  in  accoidance  with 
the  immediate  object  he  had  in  view,  than 
the  clause  he  wishes  to  ex])unge.  Judging 
from  a  long  experience  in  the  upper 
branch  of  a  parliament  in  not  one  of  the 
smallest  of  the  colonies,  it  appears  to  me 
that  if  the  upper  house  had  the  power  to 
amend  in  the  first  place,  and  return  the  bill 
with  an  amendment  to  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  the  house  of  representatives 
fully  knowing  that  if  they  refused  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  amendment,  and  sent  the  measure 
back  to  the  senate,  they  could  force  the 
senate  to  reject  or  to  accept  the  measure, 
the  house  of  representatives  would  regard 
it  as  tantamount  to  an  invitation  not  to 
consider  any  amendments  made  by  the 
senate,  so  placing  the  senate  in  the  posi¬ 
tion  in  w’^hich  they  would  have  been  if 
they  had  had  no  power  to  alter  the  measure 
in  the  first  instance,  I  do  not  see  how  it  en¬ 
hances  the  dignity  of  any  branch  of  the 
parliament  to  give  it  power  to  amend  a  bill, 
while  at  the  same  time  you  place  it  in  the 
power  of  the  other  branch  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  to  send  back  a  measure  to  the 
senate  a  second  time,  and  force  that  branch 
to  say  aye  ”  or  “  no  ”  without  the  pow’er 
of  amendment.  I  say  that,  in  the  spirit 
of  compromise,  which  is  the  raison  d'Hre 
of  this  Convention,  it  is  far  more  dignified 
and  more  in  accordance  with  the  value 
which  the  upper  chamber  should  have  in 
the  legislature  of  the  proposed  common¬ 
wealth,  that  the  senate  should  not  make 
an  amendment  in  a  measure,  but  should 
signify  their  desire  to  meet  in  a  friendly 
spirit  with  the  house  of  representatives. 
If  they  could  give  a  manifestation  of  their 
desire  as  to  the  direction  in  which  an 
amendment  should  be  made,  surely  that 
would  place  them  in  a  more  dignified  posi¬ 
tion  than  to  do  as  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
McMillan,  proposes.  I  think  the  hon. 
member  has  entirely  mistaken  the  effect 
his  amendment  would  have.  It  would 
tend  to  lower  the  dignity  of  the  senate,  it 
[JjTr.  Fitzgerald, 


w’ould  be  practically  suggestive  of  alterca¬ 
tions  between  the  two  houses,  and  it  is  at 
variance,  wfith  the  spirit  which  has  led  so 
many  of  us  to  yield  our  sincerely  held 
opinions  as  to  the  importance  of  giving 
the  senate  power  over  all  legislation.  I 
do  not  think  that  this  Convention,  after 
affirming  that  principle  in  a  spirit  of  com¬ 
promise,  will  be  led  away  from  that  spirit 
and  adopt  a  course  which,  instead  of  in¬ 
creasing,  would  lower  the  dignity  of  the 
senate,  which  would  be  suggestive  of  alter¬ 
cation  and  dispute,  and  would  invariably, 
in  case  of  a  dispute,  lead  to  the  senate 
taking  a  lower  place  in  the  respect,  not 
only  of  the  world,  but  of  the  people  of 
these  colonies. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  It  is  astonishing  to 
me  that  a  gentleman  should  get  up  and 
say  that  he  is  fighting  for  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  senate,  and  at  the  same 
time  propose  to  take  away  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  we  in  committee  agreed 
that  they  should  exercise.  The  principle 
of  tacking,  of  including  in  one  bill  two 
separate  subjects,  will  be  allowed  if  the 
amendment  is  adopted.  The  hon.  member 
proposes  to  strike  out  paragraphs  2  and  3, 
which  distinctly  prevent  the  tacking  on 
to  a  taxation  bill  of  any  other  subject 
than  the  one  subject  of  taxation.  It  pre¬ 
vents  two  subjects  of  taxation  from  being 
mixed  up  together,  so  as  to  give  the 
senate  power  to  throw  out  any  bill  without 
interfeiing  with  any  other  subject  what¬ 
ever.  The  hon.  member,  Mr.  MclMillan, 
appears  to  have  altogether  misunderstood 
the  position.  I  have  no  doubt  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  in  proposing  his  amendment 
he  was  conserving  the  rights  of  the  senate, 
but  he  is  not  conserving  the  rights  of  the 
senate  in  any  sense ;  and  so  far  as  the 
matter  of  form  is  concerned,  the  difference 
between  sending  down  amendments  from 
the  senate,  and  sending  suggestions  is 
the  difference  between  tweedledum  and 
tweed ledee.  The  practical  result  will  be 
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the  same  whether  amendments  or  susfffes- 
tions  are  sent  from  the  senate  to  the  house 
of  representatives.  The  hon.  member  pro¬ 
poses  that  the  amendments  shall  not  be  dealt 
with  by  the  senate  in  the  ordinary  way ; 
but  if  the  house  of  representatives  disagree 
with  the  amendments  made  by  the  senate 
in  the  bill,  then  there  shall  be  no  option 
for  the  senate  but  to  accept  or  reject  the 
bill  in  in  ioto.  If  we  make  a  difference  in 
substance,  why  not  have  a  different  form 
to  mark  that  difference  in  substance  ?  It 
would  be  a  great  deal  better  to  say  to  the 
senate :  ‘‘Send  dowm  your  suggestions,  and 
we  will  agree  with  them  or  disagree  with 
them,”  than  to  say,  “  Send  them  down  in 
the  form  of  amendments,”  because  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  them  in  the  form  of  amendments 
you  alter  the  substance  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  altogether,  and  insist  that  they  shall 
deal  with  the  question  in  a  totally  differ¬ 
ent  manner.  I  would  ask  the  Committee 
to  agree  to  the  clause  as  it  stands.  It 
was  most  carefully  considered  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Constitution  Committee.  Time 
after  time  the  question  came  up,  and  it 
w'as  considered  from  the  standpoint  of  con¬ 
serving  the  rights  and  privileges  and  giv¬ 
ing  as  much  power  as  we  consistently 
could  to  the  senate.  I  contend  that  the 
amendment  will  have  precisely  the  oppo¬ 
site  effect. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  As  a  member  of  the 
Constitution  Committee,  I  did  not  approve 
of  this  clause  as  proposed,  because  I  believe 
that  the  senate  should  have  coequal  powers 
in  all  these  matters  with  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  ;  but  that  principle  has  not 
been  adopted  by  the  Convention.  I  will, 
therefore,  support  the  clause  which  has 
been  brought  up  by  the  Constitution  Com¬ 
mittee  as  being,  as  I  think,  the  next  best 
provision  that  can  be  made. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WIUXON  :  I  wi.sh  to  ask  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Committee  for  a  moment 
whilst  I  propose  a  new  sub-clause  to  stand 


as  sub- clause  6.  I  will  not  detain  the  Con¬ 
vention  long,  but  hon.  members  wdll  see 
the  position  in  which  the  question  now  is. 
We  have  arranged  to  give  the  senate  the 
right  to  send  dowm  proposed  amendments 
to  the  house  of  representatives.  Those 
amendments  the  house  of  representatives 
may  or  may  not  accept  as  they  think  proper. 
This  proposed  power  extends  to  the  appro¬ 
priation  bill  as  well  as  to  every  other  bill, 
and  I  am  afraid  that  in  working  it  w  ill  be 
found  to  be  productive  of  confusion  and  con¬ 
flict.  I  am  convinced  that  a  similar  power, 
if  exercised  with  regard  to  the  appropna- 
tion  bill  in  any  of  our  provinces,  would 
lead  to  such  confusion  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  could  not  be  carried  on  unless  you 
had  some  means  of  securing  finality,  and 
I  am  afi-aid  that  in  passing  this  now 
and  postponing  any  means  of  settling  a 
difference  if  it  arises — a  difference  on  such 
a  critical  measure  as  an  appropriation  bill 
— w-e  are  only  postponing  the  difficulty 
from  this  Convention  to  the  future  do¬ 
minion  parliament.  We  are  not  agreed 
as  to  how  it  will  work ;  as  to  whether 
the  house  of  representatives  will  be  com¬ 
pelled  under  moral  pressure  to  accept  the 
suggestions  of  the  senate,  or  whether  the 
house  of  representatives  would  be  just  as 
free  as  any  lower  house  now  is  to  disre¬ 
gard  any  proposal  made  by  the  upper  house 
to  interfere  with  its  appropriation  act. 
Some  think  the  clause  will  give  the  senate 
some  new  powers  ;  others  think  it  will  not. 
Whatever  we  think,  we  leave  the  matter 
entirely  without  any  provision  for  settling 
the  difficulty  when  it  arises.  It  may  be 
asked,  why  settle  things  ?  The  reason  is 
because  you  provide  new  machinery  ;  you 
recognise  the  right  of  the  senate  to  scru¬ 
tinise  the  appropriation  bill,  and  in  giving 
that  right  you  inferentially  make  it  their 
duty  to  scrutinise  the  items  in  that  bill, 
and  not  to  pass  the  bill  if  it  contains  items 
of  which  they  disapprove.  I  feel  that  there 
will  be  that  difficulty  ;  and  there  is  no 
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means  of  settling  it  if  it  arises.  I  will, 
therefore,  propose  the  new  sub-clause  as 
it  is  printed,  with  one  or  two  amend¬ 
ments  wliicli  the  lion,  and  learned  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  has  suggested.  I 
move  : 

That  the  following  stand  as  suh-clanse  (6)  : — 
“  If  the  house  of  represent-atives  decline  to  make 
any  such  omission  or  amendment,  the  senate 
may  request  a  joint  meeting  of  the  members 
of  the  two  houses,  which  shall  thereupon  be 
held,  and  the  question  shall  be  determined 
by  a  majority  of  the  members  present  at  such 
meetmg.  ” 

Under  that  there  can  be  no  deadlocks  ; 
finality  is  reached  ;  the  machine  will  work. 
If  you  have  no  such  arrangement,  I  do 
not  know  how  you  will  deal  with  the  ordi¬ 
nary  finances  of  the  year.  If  there  is  any 
considerable  division  in  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  the  senate,  in  voting  with  them, 
'would  be  able  to  carry  their  point.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  senate  is  pretty  unani¬ 
mous,  and  the  house  of  representatives  is 
divided,  then  the  senate  by  joining  the 
minority  in  the  house  of  representatives 
w’ould  have  its  way.  I  admit  that  if  a  large 
proportion  of  the  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives  were  determined  on  any 
view,  they  would  be  able  to  carry  their  view, 
and  I  think  it  is  only  reasonable  that  it 
should  be  so.  I  do  not  think  there  should 
be  any  thing  to  enable  the  wish  of  the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  people,  as  expressed  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  to  be  overriden.  I  sub¬ 
mit  my  amendment  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Convention,  as  I  think  it  desirable 
that  we  should  not  overlook  a  difficulty, 
wdiich  certainly  will  arise  hereafter. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  if  he 
has  considered  the  matter  from  this  point 
of  view  ? — The  senate  need  not  ask  for  a 
joint  meeting  unless  it  likes,  and  it  would 
not  ask  for  it  unless  it  counted  lieads  and 
saw  that  it  would  have  a  majority;  so  that 
by  his  proposal  the  senate  would  be  able  to 
coerce  the  house  of  representatives. 

[d/r.  Wrixon. 


Mr.  WuixoN  :  And  rightly  so  whenever 
they  had  a  majority,  but  whenever  they 
had  not  a  majority,  of  course,  they  w^ould 
not  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Whenever 
they  had  an  opportunity  they  would  enforce 
their  views  as  against  the  house  of  re]>re- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  Take  the  other  view  ! 

Sir  SxVMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Then  I  do 
not  think  that  the  senate  would  call  a 
meeting. 

Mr.  Donaldson  :  They  would  be  taunted 
for  not  doing  so  ! 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  Take  the  other  view, 
that  the  house  of  representatives  would 
not  agree  to  the  meeting  if  they  thought 
they  had  a  majority  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  From 
every  point  of  view  I  think  the  amend¬ 
ment  is  a  dangerous  one,  and  I  confess 
that  I  have  no  love  for  those  artificial 
means  of  settling  differences  between  the 
two  houses. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  It  appears  to  me 
that  if  the  senate  had  this  power  it  w'ould 
close  the  door  to  their  having  the  power 
which  we  desire  to  give  them,  of  sending 
down  suggestions  wdth  regard  to  amend¬ 
ments  which  they  wanted  to  see  adopted. 
If  the  house  of  representatives  were  aware 
that  the  senate  had  still  a  reserve,  they 
would  say,  ‘‘  Oh,  we  will  not  have  a  meet¬ 
ing” —  in  other  words,  the  action  of  the 
house  of  representatives  would  depend 
upon  the  number  of  heads  which  they 
could  count  in  their  favour,  and  the  meet¬ 
ing  would  not  be  held.  Moreover,  has  it 
not  for  many  years  been  brought  before 
the  notice  of  members  of  parliament  in 
these  colonies  that  these  mechanical  means 
of  settling  disputes  are  worse  than  useless  1 
If  we  already  place  reliance  upon  the 
spirit  of  moderation  and  justice,  and  the 
high,  honorable  feeling  of  the  men  who 
enter  the  parliaments  of  those  colonies,  and 
believe  that  they  are  governed  by  high 


Australia  Bill, 


761 


[6  April,  1891.] 


Comr.ionwealtli  of 

motives,  and  not  actuated  by  the  desire  for 
paltry  victories  over  their  opponents,  how 
much  morecan  we  place  reliance  in  thegreat 
parliament  which  we  hope  to  create.  Can 
we  hav^e  the  great  national  life  which  we 
all  say  we  shall  call  into  existence  by 
federation  without  an  enhanced  sense  of 
national  honor  ?  Must  not  the  two  go 
together  ;  and,  if  we  have  both,  cannot  we 
rely  upon  the  proper  sj^irit  and  motives 
which  will  actuate  the  members  of  both 
houses,  and  believe  that  questions  of  dif¬ 
ference  will  not  lead  to  confusion,  and  that 
the  members  of  the  federal  parliament  will 
not  be  governed  by  the  consideration  of 
party  or  personal  politics,  but  by  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  country  at  large  ]  I  hope 
that  we  shall  trust  the  parliament,  and 
not  leave  the  provisions  of  the  bill  as  they 
are. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  For  my  own  part,  I 
wish  to  enter  my  dissent  from  the  views 
of  the  last  speaker,  and  the  lion,  member. 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith.  As  I  understand 
them,  they  are  opposed  to  what  they  term 
a  mechanical  ’’  method  of  settling  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  two  houses.  But  unless 
Ave  are  to  be  frightened  by  a  word,  we 
should  welcome  every  means  that  are  just 
for  settling  the  disputes  which  may  arise  be 
tween  two  bodies  clothed  with  co-ordinate, 
or  at  least  large  powers,  and  charged  with 
the  highest  duties.  I  should  be  in  favour  of 
any  means  shown  to  be  just  to  the  electors 
of  the  country  of  settling  disputes  when 
they  arise,  and  I  think  my  hon.  colleague 
is  to  be  commended  for  having  submitted 
this  amendment  to  the  Committee.  Not 
that  it  appears  sufficiently  perfect  in  its 
details  to  encourage  us  in  making  any  strong 
effort  for  its  adoption,  because,  having 
already  tested  the  feeling  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tional  Committee  myself,  T  have  discovered 
that,  so  far  as  it  was  a  rellex  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  it  was  opposed  to  the  employment 
of  any  such  moans ;  but  I  am  convinced 
that  in  the  future  the  electors  under  this 


constitution  will  be  compelled  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  its  provisions  to  amend  it  in  such 
a  way  as  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of 
deadlocks  when  they  ari.se. 

Mr.  Munro  :  They  will  nev^er  arise  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  am  convinced  that 
vvdiat  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  pro¬ 
poses  for  the  joint  settling  of  differences 
between  the  houses  will  be  an  excellent 
arrangement  so  soon  as  those  houses  are 
equally  responsible  to  the  electors.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  debate  it  was  endeavoured  to  be 
argued  that  the  upper  house  represented 
the  masses  and  not  the  classes,  to  which 
the  obvious  reply  is  that  the  classes  are  re¬ 
presented  in  the  house  of  representatives 
and  then  in  the  upper  house,  which  is  based 
on  a  limited  franchise,  they  are  given  a 
second  representation.  The  chief  objec¬ 
tion  to  my  hon.  friend’s  proposition  is  that 
it  w'ould  increase  the  powder  of  the  class 
houses  by  means  of  this  joint  sitting.  The 
justice  and  moderation  to  which  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  alluded,  are  not 
always  to  be  found  in  houses  indirectly 
elected  by  the  people.  So,  for  the  opposite 
reason  to  that  which  actuated  my  hon. 
friend,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  not  desir¬ 
able  to  accept  this  proposal  at  the  present 
time.  I  rise,  however,  for  the  purpose  of 
saying  that  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Wrixon,  is  an  attempt  to  im¬ 
prove  upon  a  clause  which  certainly  needs 
great  improvement.  For  my  own  part,  I 
believe  that  the  powders  intrusted  to  the 
senate  under  this  clause — the  new"  powders 
— are  of  the  largest  and  most  serious  char¬ 
acter. 

An  Hox.  Member  :  Too  large ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  I  believe  that  the  day 
wdll  come  wdien  the  electors  of  this  country 
wdll  demand  that  the  powers  granted  by 
this  clause  shall  be  considerably  restricted. 
It  may  be,  however,  if  the  development  of 
the  country  is  to  lead,  as  some  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  suppose,  to  the  election  in  each  case 
of  upper  houses,  which  w  ill  be  directly 
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responsible  to  the  people  themselves,  that 
the  demand  may  take  another  direction. 
But  certainly  so  long  as  the  upper  cham¬ 
bers  are  maintained  on  their  present  nar¬ 
row  basis,  so  long  will  ,the  electors  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Australia  object  to  the 
exceptional  powers  given  to  the  senate 
by  this  clause.  They  will  certainly  lead  to 
conflict,  and  I,  for  one,  would  be  no  party 
to  setting  my  seal  to  these  provisions  which 
are  forced  upon  us  under  existing  circum¬ 
stances  were  I  not  convinced  that  with 
a  responsible  government  answerable  only 
to  one  chamber,  and  that  chamber  respon¬ 
sible  to  the  whole  people,  victory  is  assured 
to  the  popular  party.  But  it  will  be  victory 
after  strife,  and  after  strife  that  we  shall 
regret. 

Amendment  negatived  ;  clause,  as  read, 
agreed  to. 

Clause  56.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  house 
of  representatives  to  pass  any  vote,  resolution, 
or  law  for  the  appropriation  of  any  part  of  the 
public  revenue,  or  of  the  produce  of  any  tax  or 
impost,  to  any  puipose  that  has  not  been  first 
recommended  to  that  house  by  message  of  the 
governor-general  in  the  session  in  which  the  vote, 
resolution,  or  law,  is  proposed. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  would  ask  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  what  is 
the  difference  between  “  any  part  of  the 
public  revenue  ”  and  ‘‘  the  produce  of  any 
tax  or  impost  ”  ?  I  should  imagine  that 
the  produce  of  any  tax  or  impost  would 
become  part  of  the  public  revenue,  and  I 
think  that  if  these  words  are  inserted  they 
will  give  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  confusion 
by-and-by.  It  has  been  determined  that 
the  imposition  of  a  fine  or  penalty  is  a  tax, 
and  supposing  part  of  such  a  fine  were  to 
go  to  the  informer,  would  the  bill  con¬ 
taining  that  provision  have  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  by  a  message  from  the  governor'? 
I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  require  any 
message  from  the  governor  for  any  bill  ex¬ 
cept  an  appropriation  bill.  Before  moving 
any  amendment,  however,  I  would  like  to 
know  from  the  hon.  member  whether  it  is 
[il/r.  Deakin, 


intended  that  these  words  shall  mean  any¬ 
thing  more  than  the  appropriation  of  the 
public  revenue. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  The  phrase 
is  a  familiar  one  in  most  of  the  constitu¬ 
tions. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  No  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  ;  It  occurs 
in  all  the  constitutions  that  I  have  seen, 
and  applies  particularly  to  cases  of  which 
many  occur  in  Queensland,  and  some  oc¬ 
cur  no  doubt  in  the  other  colonies,  where 
a  fund  is  raised  under  a  particular  law  for 
a  particular  purpose.  The  money  is  not 
paid  into  the  general  revenue,  but  forms 
a  special  fund  administered  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  who  raise  it.  Take,,  for  in¬ 
stance,  the  stock  assessment  fund,  or  the 
brands  fund,  which  are  raised  by  contri¬ 
butions  from  owners  of  stock,  and  the 
money  collected  is  appropriated  entirely 
for  their  benefit.  It  would  not  be  con¬ 
venient  to  mix  such  matters  up  with  the 
ordinary  revenue. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  move  : 

That  in  line  4,  the  'words  **  or  of  the  produce 
of  any  tax  or  impost  ”  be  struck  out. 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  object  were  to 
raise  a  stock-tax  and  appropriate  it  in  a 
certain  way,  the  measure  dealing  with  it 
could  very  properly  be  introduced  by  a 
private  member  who  had  a  knowledge  of 
the  subject.  That  would  not  in  any  way 
interfere  with  the  appropriation  of  public 
revenue,  or  prevent  the  government  from 
carrying  on  its  ordinary  duties  of  adminis¬ 
tration.  If  this  clause  stands  as  it  is  printed 
nobody  but  a  member  of  the  government 
could  introduce  a  bill  having  such  an  ob¬ 
ject,  because  you  must  get  a  message  from 
tbe  governor,  and  a  private  member  could 
not  get  one.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  words 
are  entirely  unnecessary. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  am  afraid  the  hon. 
member  has  not  altogether  thought  out 
this  clause.  It  may  come  to  this  :  that  a 
bill  may  be  introduced  into  parliament 
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which  imposes  a  tax.  If  that  tax  is  there 
and  then  proposed  to  be  appropriated  to 
some  purpose  it  will,  and  it  ought  to,  re¬ 
quire  a  message. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Not  unless  it  is  part 
of  the  public  revenue  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  These  are  parts  of  the 
public  revenue. 

Sir  J oiix  Bray  :  Then  the  words  are  not 
necessary  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  am  pointing  out  to 
the  hon.  member  that  if,  in  the  same  bill, 
it  is  proposed  to  make  an  appropriation,  it 
is  usual  to  have  a  mes.sage  from  the  go¬ 
vernor.  If  an  ordinary  tax  is  proposed  the 
money  naturally  goes  into  the  public  re¬ 
venue  ;  but  if  it  is  proposed  to  be  appro¬ 
priated  to  some  other  purpose  a  message 
will  be  required.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  doubt  about  that.  This  is  the  same 
form  as  is  used  in  the  Constitution  Act  of 
New  South  Wales,  which  states  : 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Legislative  As¬ 
sembly  to  originate  or  pass  any  vote,  resolution, 
or  bill  for  the  appropriation  of  any  part  of  the 
said  consolidated  revenue  fund,  or  of  any  other 
tax  or  impost,  to  any  purpose  which  shall  not 
have  been  recommended  by  a  message. 

Amendment  negatived ;  clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  57  (Royal  assent  to  bills). 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  The  second  portion  of 
this  clause  seems  to  me  to  be  a  novelty  in 
responsible  government.  Is  the  governor- 
general  to  be  the  governor-general  and 
executive  ?  The  latter  portion  of  the  clause 
seems  to  me  to  be  perfectly  useless. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Some  verbal  amendments 
may  be  required  to  be  made  in  a  bill ! 
Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  58.  AMien  the  govenior-general  as¬ 
sents  to  a  law  in  the  Queen’s  name  he  shall 
by  the  first  convenient  opportunity  send  an 
authentic  copy  to  the  Queen,  and  if  the 
5  Queen -in -Council  within  two  years  after  i*e- 
ceipt  thereof  thinks  fit  to  disallow  the  law, 
such  disiillow'ance  being  made  knovn  l>y  the 
governor-general,  by  speech  or  message,  to 


each  of  the  houses  of  the  parliament,  or  by 
proclamation,  shall  annul  the  law  from  and  10 
after  the  day  w'hen  the  disallowance  is  so 
made  known. 

Dr.  COCK  BURN  :  I  think  the  2>eriod 
of  disallowance  is  larger  than  is  necessary. 
It  was  all  very  well  many  years  ago,  when 
the  communication  with  England  was  long 
and  tedious ;  but  now  we  have  such  rapid 
means  of  communication  that  I  think  two 
years  is  too  long.  I  think  it  might  very 
w^ell  be  reduced  by  one-half  or  one-fourth. 
Six  months  or  a  year  would  be  quite  suffi¬ 
cient.  There  is  nothing  more  vexatious 
than  uncertainty  in  these  matters.  I  think 
we  should  also  lay  down  upon  what  sub¬ 
jects  the  power  of  veto  is  to  be  exercised. 
We  shall  all  agree  that  in  questions  of 
domestic  legislation - 

Mr.  Gillies  :  We  are  not  all  agreed  on 
the  question  of  the  establishment  of  a  re¬ 
public  1 

Dr.  COCKBURN :  There  is  no  ques¬ 
tion  of  that.  We  want  to  establish  such 
a  commonwealth  as  wdll  exist  with  the 
least  strained  relations  with  the  mother 
country.  Nothing  gives  rise  to  such  vexa¬ 
tion  as  a  veto  upon  questions  of  domestic 
legislation.  Take  the  case  of  Canada. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Two  years  is  the  period 
fixed  under  their  Constitution  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  know ;  but  it 
was  fixed  many  yearsago.  There  is  nothing 
more  irritating  than  vetoing  of  domestic 
legislation.  In  the  case  of  Canada,  one  of 
the  first  acts  of  the  federal  government  was 
to  reduce,  by  act  of  parliament,  the  salary 
of  the  governor-general  from  ^10,000  to 
<£6,500  a  year,  and  this  act,  which  was 
purely  one  of  domestic  legislation,  w’as 
vetoed  by  the  Imperial  Government.  I 
think  the  more  we  confine  and  define  the 
limit  of  veto,  the  less  risk  there  is  of  inhar¬ 
monious  relations  wdth  the  mother  countr\\ 
I  therefore  move : 

That  the  word  “  two,”  line  5,  be  omitted  with 
a  view  to  the  insertion  of  the  word  “  one.” 
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I  also  intend  to  move  : 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
clause  : — **  Provided  such  disallowance  shall  be 
exercised  on  such  subjects  only  as  affect  imperial 
interests,  and  are  specified  in  schedule  B.  ” 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY:  The  Committee 
have  received  this  proposal  rather  with 
ridicule.  Membei's  are  probably  not  aware 
that  this  formed  part  of  the  laws  of  New” 
Zealand  for  many  years,  and  \vorked  ad¬ 
mirably,  and  w^as  approved  of  at  home.  It 
saved  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  was 
really  a  very  great  privilege,  and,  in  point 
of  fact,  the  clause  which  enacted  this  was 
repealed,  as  I  may  say  accidentally,  that 
is,  an  amending  law  was  passed  in  which  no 
provision  w”as  made  for  the  continuance  of 
the  system.  I  am  certain  it  w^as  an  entire 
oversight.  It  was  generally  admitted  in 
Great  Britain,  that  by  narrowdng  the  num¬ 
ber  of  acts  sent  to  the  Crown  we  very 
much  reduced  the  probability  of  any  dis¬ 
pute  taking  place  between  the  Crown  and 
the  colony.  The  arrangement  was  made 
in  this  way  :  The  law  did  not  state  the 
number  of  subjects  upon  which  acts  need 
be  sent  home  ;  but  it  stated  the  actual 
subjects  upon  which  laws  made  must  be 
transmitted  for  the  Queen’s  allowance  or 
disallowance.  The  system  worked  admir¬ 
ably,  and  never  presented  the  slightest  in¬ 
convenience,  and  w^as  thought  a  wise  pro¬ 
vision  ;  and  I  cannot  myself  see  any  objec¬ 
tion  to  its  insertion  here.  I  think  it  would 
be  best,  perhaps,  to  postpone  the  subject, 
and  to  have  a  clause  carefully  drawn,  which 
would  make  members  more  clearly  and 
fully  understand  how  much  advantage  was 
gained  in  point  of  clerical  work,  independ¬ 
ent  of  delay  of  time,  and  independent  of 
any  possible  rupture  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  colony  on  the  subject  of  the  allow¬ 
ance  or  disallowance  of  laws. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think,  so 
long  as  the  Queen  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
parliament,  it  certainly  follows  that,  theo¬ 
retically,  she  has  the  power  of  disagreeing 
\pr,  Cockhurn, 


with  a  proposed  law ;  otherwise  we  merely 
make  two  branches  of  the  legislature  for 
dealing  with  those  laws.  With  respect  to 
the  time,  the  period  of  two  years  was  pro¬ 
bably  fixed  a  long  time  ago,  and  the  question 
arises,  are  two  years  too  long?  The  ob¬ 
ject  is,  of  course,  to  allow  full  communica¬ 
tion  between  her  Majesty’s  Government  in 
England  and  her  Majesty’s  Government  in 
Australia,  before  the  extreme  power  of  dis¬ 
allowance  is  exercised.  The  term  may  not  be 
too  long.  I  remember  the  case  of  a  law  passed 
by  the  Federal  Council  just  two  years  ago 
affecting  the  fisheries  in  Western  Australia. 
It  was  very  much  objected  to  by  the  people 
there.  It  is  only  in  respect  to  cases  of 
that  kind — the  fisheries  at  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia,  North-western  Australia,  and  Torres 
Straits  —  that  there  is  likely  to  be  any 
trouble.  The  people  specially  concerned 
are  entitled  to  be  heard.  When  their  views 
have  been  placed  before  her  Majesty’s  Go¬ 
vernment  in  England  the  imperial  authori¬ 
ties  will  want  to  know  the  views  of  the 
Australian  government ;  and  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  first  communication  on 
either  side  will  say  all  that  is  to  be  said  on 
the  subject ;  and  if  you  insist  upon  the  time 
being  limited  to  one  year,  you  may  be  in¬ 
sisting  upon  a  very  important  thing  being 
done  hurriedly.  In  the  particular  case  to 
which  I  refer  the  question  Avas  finally  de¬ 
cided  by  telegram. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  If  you  do  not  give  them 
time,  the  chances  are  that  they  wull  dis¬ 
allow  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFlTf f  :  Yes.  In 
the  case  referred  to  the  time  allowed  was 
twelve  months,  and  the  communications 
were  carried  on  hurriedly.  Tlie  twelve 
months  were  on  the  point  of  expiring,  and 
the  measure  had  to  be  disallowed  or  as¬ 
sented  to.  In  that  case  the  time  was  found 
to  be  too  short  in  which  to  do  the  work 
satisfactorily.  That  was  a  comparatively 
small  matter,  but  the  matters  in  respect 
to  which  any  question  would  be  likely  to 
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arise  under  this  constitution  would  be  of 
niucli  greater  importance.  I  would  suggest 
tliat  the  words  should  be  allowed  to  stand. 

Mr.  MARMION  :  The  hon.  member, 
Dr.  Cockburn,  said  that  in  questions  of 
domestic  legislation  it  was  not  advisable 
that  the  Queen  should  liave  the  power  of 
disallowance,  and  the  hon.  gentleman  in¬ 
stanced  a  case  which  he  considered  to  be 
one  of  domestic  legislation.  But  it  struck 
me  that  a  difficulty  might  arise  as  to  what 
were  questions  of  domestic  legislation ;  and 
I  do  not  think  the  hon.  gentleman  was 
particularly  happy  in  quoting  the  case  of 
the  salary  of  the  governor-general  being  cut 
dowm  by  the  local  legislature.  So  long  as 
we  give  to  the  Queen  the  power  of  ap¬ 
pointing  the  governor-general,  we  ouglit 
to  allow  her  some  exercise  of  discretion  as 
to  the  salary  her  appointee  shall  receive. 
Under  this  bill  the  connection  between 
the  British  Crown  and  Australia  generally 
is  so  very  slight,  that  we  ought  not  to  do 
anything  calculated  to  weaken  it.  The 
time  w  ill  possibly  arrive  quite  soon  enough 
for  the  connecting  link  to  be  cut  altogether, 
and  w^e  should  at  any  rate  do  nothing  in 
this  Convention  to  hasten  that  time. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Dr.  Cockburn)  nega¬ 
tived  : 

That  the  following  W'ords  be  added  to  the 
clause : — “  Provided  that  such  disallowance  shall 
be  exercised  on  such  subjects  only  as  affect  im¬ 
perial  interests  and  are  specified  in  schedule  B.” 

CITAPTEIl  H.— THE  EXECUTIVE  GOVERNMENT. 

Clause  4.  For  the  administration  of  the 
executive  government  of  the  commoinvealth, 
the  governor -geneml  maj^  from  time  to  time, 
a]q)oint  officers  to  administer  such  depart- 
5  inents  of  state  of  the  commonwealth  as  the 
governor-general  in  council  may  from  time  to 
time  establish,  and  such  officers  shall  hold 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  governor- 
general,  and  shall  be  capable  of  being  chosen 
10  and  of  sitting  as  meml)ers  of  either  house  of 
the  parliament. 

Such  ofiicers  shall  be  members  of  the  federal 
executive  council. 
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Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  we  want  to  preserve  the  power  of 
the  senate  tliis  is  where  w^e  should  do  it. 
I  therefore  propose : 

That  after  the  word  “governor-general,” 
line  9,  the  follow'ing  words  be  inserted  : —  “and 
not  less  than  two  of  such  officers  shall  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  senate.” 

I  think  we  ought  to  provide  that  some  of 
the  executive  officers  of  the  government 
should  sit  in  the  senate,  and  not  leave  the 
matter  entirely  open,  as  it  is  at  present.  I 
think  we  should  provide  that  they  should 
be  all  members  of  parliament,  and  not 
merely  that  they  should  be  capable  of  being 
members  of  parliament.  Asa  matter  of 
practice,  w^e  know  that  they  will  all  be 
members  of  parliament.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  doubt  about  that.  But  if  the 
senate  is  to  exercise  a  proper  influence  in 
the  management  of  the  executive  affairs  of 
the  country,  w^e  ought  to  provide  that  at 
least  some  of  the  executive  officers  of  the 
government  shall  hold  seats  in  that  branch 
of  the  legislature.  I  shall  propose  also 
that  the  words,  “  capable  of  being  chosen 
and  of  sitting  as  membei’s  of  either  house 
of  tlie  parliament,”  be  struck  out,  so  as  to 
provide  that  the  remainder  shall  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  GILLIES :  I  w^ould  suggest  that 
the  hon.  member  ought  not  to  press  his 
amendment.  AYe  have  not  said  in  this 
bill  that  any  member  of  the  government 
shall  sit  in  parliament ;  but  w'e  know  it 
will  be  necessary  that  they  should  do  so. 
\Ye  have  said  it  is  not  necessary,  though 
recognising  that  the  practice  has  been  for 
members  of  the  executive  government  to 
sit  in  parliament.  I  will  tell  the  lion, 
member  a  circumstance  that  arose  in  Vic¬ 
toria.  There  was  an  occasion  on  which  a 
government  w^as  formed  for  tlic  time-being, 
and  that  government  conld  not  obtain  a 
representative  in  the  Legislative  Council. 
If  a  provision  such  as  he  suggests  had  been 
in  force,  the  government  w*ould  have  been 
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obliged  to  retire  from  office.  Although  I 
was  a  political  opponent  of  that  ministry, 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  at  that 
time  it  unquestionably  possessed  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  and 
had  a  large  majority  in  the  Assembly.  I 
ask  the  lion,  member  whether,  because  it 
could  not  just  for  the  time-being  obtain  a 
representative  in  the  upper  house,  a  go¬ 
vernment  should  be  compelled  to  retire 
from  office  1  The  government  to  which  I 
refer  did  afterwards  succeed  in  getting  a 
gentleman  to  represent  them  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil.  While  we  do  not  insist  that  members 
of  the  government  shall  sit  in  the  assem¬ 
bly,  I  think  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  pro¬ 
vide  that  they  shall  hold  seats  in  the 
senate. 

Mr.  MARMION  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  last  speaker  whether  there  is  anything 
in  the  Constitution  of  Victoria  which  re¬ 
quires  that  there  shall  be  a  member  of  the 
Legislative  Council  in  the  ministry  *? 

hlr.  Gillies  :  No  ;  but  four  of  the  min¬ 
isters  must  be  members  of  parliament ! 

Mr.  MARMION  :  The  case  is  not  quite 
analogous,  because  if  w’e  inserted  the  pro¬ 
vision  proj^osed  the  government  would  take 
care  to  have  some  one  in  the  senate  to 
represent  them. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD:  I  think  the  amend¬ 
ment  is  hardly  required.  Any  minister 
wishing  to  conduct  the  business  of  parlia¬ 
ment  satisfactorily  would  find  the  senate 
quite  capable  of  guarding  its  own  honor, 
and  he  w'ould  not  be  so  ill-advised  as  to  put 
a  marked  slight  upon  the  council  by  having 
no  member  of  tlie  government  with  a  seat 
in  that  chamber.  I  think  we  may  safely 
leave  these  things  to  adjust  themselves. 
The  good  sense  of  the  parliament  is  the 
best  protection  we  have  that  they  will 
work  without  friction. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  There  is  one  point 
•with  regard  to  this  clause  to  which  I  wdsh 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  hon.  member 
[Mr,  Gillies, 
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in  charge  of  the  bill,  and  with  regard  to 
which  I  propose  to  add  a  few  \vords  at  the 
end  of  the  clause.  This  clause  may  be 
said  to  constitute  responsible  government 
in  the  dominion.  It  provides  that  the 
governor-general  may  appoint  officers  to 
administer  departments  of  state,  and  it 
declares  that  such  officers  sliall  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  federal  executive  council.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  eflect  and  opera¬ 
tion  of  that  will  be  to  constitute  a  system 
of  responsible  government  in  the  dominion  ; 
but  the  question  which  I  think  requires 
some  consideration,  and  some  slight  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  clause,  is  whether  it  will  clothe 
them  with  all  the  vast  constitutional 
powers  which,  under  the  system  of  the 
English  government,  belong  to  responsible 
ministers  of  the  Crown.  I  myself  do  not 
believe  that  it  will.  The  greatness  of  these 
powers,  and  how  vast  is  the  authority 
which  any  responsible  minister  of  the 
Crown  exercises  in  binding  the  Crown  and 
the  Sovereign,  is  well  known,  of  cour.se,  to 
all  my  legal  friends,  and  was  well  illus¬ 
trated  in  the  old  case  which  I  mentioned 
to  the  Convention  before,  namely,  the  ca.se 
of  Buron  arid  Denman.  The  Supreme 
Court  of  Victoria  has  held  that  similar 
words  in  our  Constitution  Act  do  not  carry 
with  them  any  such  implied  authority  to 
the  minister  who  holds  any  such  office,  on 
the  ground  that  the  statute  that  created 
the  office  and  defined  his  duties  is  not  held 
to  carry  with  it  the  larger  powers  to  which 
I  have  adverted. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  There  are  no 
words  like  those  in  your  Constitution  ! 

Sir  John  Downer  :  Nor  in  any  consti¬ 
tution  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  The  words,  such  offi¬ 
cers  shall  be  members  of  the  executive 
council  % 

Mr.  Clark  :  All  that  the  hon.  member 
wants  is  in  that  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  Of  course  that  is  the 
matter  which  I  am  mooting.  In  my  opinion 


Commonwealth  of  [6  April,  1891.] 


Commonwealth  of  [6  April,  1891.] 


Australia  Bill. 


767 


it  is  not ;  but  it  is  a  matter  for  considera¬ 
tion  ;  and,  whatever  opinion  may  be  taken 
of  it,  I  myself  think  that  the  matter  should 
be  put  beyond  doubt ;  for,  unquestionably, 
in  carrying  out  responsible,  every-day  go¬ 
vernment,  it  is  highly  important  that  the 
ministers  of  the  Crown  here  should,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  all  Australian  matters,  be  invested 
with  exactly  the  same  presumptions  of 
authority  and  ratification  from  the  Crown 
as  apply  to  the  English  ministers  with 
regard  to  all  English  matters. 

Sir  John  Downer  :  That  does  not  arise 
out  of  responsibility ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  think  it  does,  or,  at 
any  rate,  it  is  a  question  of  how  we  should 
express  the  idea.  I  myself  would  propose 
that  we  add  to  the  last  sub-clause  “  and 
responsible  ministers  of  the  Crown  ”  ;  and 
I  believe  that  then  the  court  would  inter¬ 
pret  that  with  reference  to  ordinary  consti¬ 
tutional  usage,  of  which  they  would  take 
judicial  notice,  and  it  is  well  known,  of 
course,  in  England  what  a  responsible 
minister  is.  It  is  known  as  a  matter  of 
fact  and  constitutional  law.  The  courts 
recognise  that,  and  if  we  declared  that 
these  officers  w’ere  responsible  ministers 
of  the  Crown  I  believe  the  court  would 
import  to  that  definition  the  knowledge 
which  they  would  get  from  reading  in 
the  light  of  ordinary  constitutional  law. 
I  point  out  this  difficulty,  and  to  meet  it 
would  propose,  as  an  amendment  : 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
clause  : — “  and  responsible  ministers  of  the 
Crown.” 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  seems 
to  me  that  what  the  hon.  gentleman  wants 
to  arrive  at  is  already  very  clearly  laid 
down  in  the  bill.  ‘‘  Responsible  ministers 
of  the  Crown  is  a  term  which  is  used  in 
common  conversation  to  describe  the  form 
of  government  that  we  have.  It  is  really 
an  epithet,  but  a  bill  is  not  the  place  for 
an  epithet.  What  we  should  put  into 
the  bill  is  a  definition  of  the  powers  and 


functions  of  the  officers — not  call  them 
by  names.  We  might  as  well  say  that 
they  shall  be  called  “  Honorable.”  The 
executive  government  is  vested  in  the 
Queen.  The  Queen  cannot  act  in  jDerson. 
She,  therefore,  by  her  governor-general, 
appoints  officei*s  to  administer  departments 
of  state.  Is  not  that  exactly  expressing 
the  real  theory  of  government — the  head 
of  the  state,  through  her  officers,  adminis¬ 
tering  departments  of  state  1  The  com¬ 
mon  name  by  which  they  are  called  is 
“  ministers  of  the  Crown,”  and  because  they 
hold  office  during  pleasure,  which  pleasure 
is  exercised  nominally  by  tlie  head  of  the 
state,  but  in  reality  by  parliament,  they  are 
called  responsible,  because,  if  their  conduct 
is  such  as  not  to  give  satisfaction,  they  have 
to  answer  for  it  by  going  out  of  office.  The 
whole  theory  of  responsibility  is  contained 
in  clauses  1  and  4.  To  say  that  they  shall 
be  called  ministers  of  the  Crown  would  not 
make  them  so  more  than  they  are  already. 
The  powers  of  officers  are  not  vested  in 
them  because  they  are  called  responsible 
ministers,  but  because  they  ai^e  ministers, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Victoria,  as  I  understood  it,  was  that  the 
Constitution  of  Victoria  did  not  confer  upon 
the  colonial  ministers  of  state  the  same 
powers  as  are  held  under  the  English  Con¬ 
stitution  by  the  English  ministei’s. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Nor  do  any  of  the  other 
Australian  constitutions ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  No. 

ISIr.  Dear  IN :  Does  this,  in  the  hon. 
member’s  opinion,  convey  it  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  do  not 
know  any  other  form  of  w'ords  that  would 
convey  it  more  clearly.  The  Queen  is  the 
head  ;  she  appoints  diflferent  ministers  of 
state,  and  they  are  responsible,  and  we  define 
the  extent  of  the  executive  power  which 
they  are  to  administer.  What  more  could 
there  be  ?  I  think  it  is  absolutely  complete. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  think  that  there 
is  a  good  deal  in  the  suggestion  thrown 
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out  by  the  lion,  and  learned  member,  Mr. 
AVrixon.  The  ofhcers  are  meant  to  bo 
called  ‘‘ministers  of  the  Crown,”  and  no 
doubt  the  bon.  and  learned  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Grilhth,  intended  to  provide  for 
it ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  clause 
does  provide  for  it.  “  For  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  executiv^e  government  of  the 
commonwealth” — that  is  what  they  are 
appointed  for. 

Mr.  ^YRIXOX:  They  are  heads  of  depart¬ 
ments  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY :  Not  to  administer  the 
government  as  provided  by  this  constitu¬ 
tion  ;  but  they  are  appointed  to  administer 
certain  departments  of  state,  and  the  ques¬ 
tion  might  arise  whether  they  were  really 
responsible  ministers  or  simply  officers  ad- 
ministei:ing  such  departments  of  the  state 
as  the  governor  in-council  may  from  time  to 
time  establish.  It  is  true  that  the  clause 
goes  on  to  say  that  they  shall  be  members 
of  the  executive  council,  and  I  think  it  is 
as  right  to  assume  that  as  to  assume  that 
they  are  responsible  ministersof  the  Crown. 
I  am  quite  willing  in  any  way  to  assist  the 
lion,  member  to  carry  out  the  idea  that 
jirompted  the  drafting  of  the  bill,  so  as  to 
make  it  read  jiroperly  ;  but  I  do  say  that 
we  ought  to  provide  that  they  shall  be 
something  more  than  officers  administer¬ 
ing  departments  of  state.  They  will  be 
officers  administering  the  entire  govern¬ 
ment  of  Australia. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Clause  4  begins 
with  those  very  words  1 
Sir  JOHN  BRAY  : 

For  the  administration  of  the  executive  go- 
vernmeiit  of  the  commonwealth  the  governor- 
general  may  from  time  to  time  appoint 

officers,  not  to  administer  the  executive 
government,  but  to  administer  certain  de¬ 
partments  of  state.  Each  minister  when 
appointed  is  responsible  for  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  a  certain  department ;  but  there 
is  nothing  in  the  clause  to  indicate  that 
ministers  are  to  administer  the  entire 
[aStV  John  Bray, 


government  of  the  commonwealth.  I  think 
that  in  order  to  make  the  meaning  clear, 
'we  ought  to  insert  the  words  proposed  by 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon. 

Mr.  CLARK  :  I  think  that  both  the 
hon.  members,  Sir  John  Bray  and  !Mr. 
Wrixon,  have  been  officers  of  state  in  their 
respective  colonies,  and  have  been  in  the 
position  of  responsible  officers  of  the 
Crowm.  I  would  ask  them  to  consider, 
when  they  held  office,  what  made  them 
responsible  ministers?  Was  it  the  fact 
that  ill  one  case  the  hon.  member  was  ad¬ 
ministering  the  treasury  department,  and 
in  the  otlier  case  the  Attorney-GeneraVs 
Department ;  or  was  it  not  the  fact  that  in 
addition  to  being  officers  of  state  they  were 
also  members  of  the  executive  council?  That 
is  what  made  them  responsible  ministers. 
If  the  officers  under  the  common w^ealth  are 
both  officers  appointed  to  administer  de¬ 
partments  of  state  and  also  members  of  the 
executive  council  they  will  be  in  the  exact 
position  that  both  hon.  members  have  been 
in  in  their  respective  colonies  when  they 
have  been  called  responsible  ministers,  and 
nothing  else  which  can  be  put  in  the  bill 
can  make  them  more  so. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  wish  to  point  out  to 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Clark,  that  he  has 
not,  in  my  opinion,  exhausted  the  situa¬ 
tion  by  the  definition  he  has  given.  He 
has  brought  to  his  aid  all  that  part  of 
the  clause  which  would  render  these  min¬ 
isters  the  heads  of  departments,  and  the 
other  part  which  makes  them  also  members 
of  the  executive  council.  But  there  are 
two  points  to  be  considered  in  that  connec¬ 
tion.  First  of  all,  in  Victoria  a  man  re¬ 
mains  an  executive  councillor  after  he  has 
ceased  to  be  a  minister,  after  he  has  ceased 
to  be  the  head  of  a  department  of  state. 

Mr.  Clark  :  And  in  Tasmania,  too  1 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  There  is  no  distinction 
here  between  those  who  are  executive  coun¬ 
cillors  and  not  ministers,  and  those  Nvho  are 
executive  councillors  and  minister-s.  And 
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then,  in  tlie  second  place,  it  might  be  con¬ 
tended  tliat  the  authority  here  given  to  the 
federal  executive  councillors  is  an  authority 
^vhich  is  vested  in  them  as  a  whole,  sitting 
in  council.  It  is  a  body  which  advises  the 
governor,  and  on  whose  advice  the  governor 
acts ;  but  it  does  not  clothe  the  ministers 
individually  with  that  power  and  authority 
which  ministers  in  Great  Britain  possess  as 
responsible  ministers  of  the  Crown. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  They  act  as  the 
Queen's  ministers,  and  in  the  Queen’s 
name  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  But  there  are  numer¬ 
ous  acts  in  the  administration  of  depart¬ 
ments  every  day,  and  occasionally  impor¬ 
tant  acts,  which  are  undertaken  on  the 
authority  of  a  single  minister,  which  do 
not  necessarily  come  before  the  executive 
council  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  Clark  :  What  w’ords  in  the  Vic¬ 
torian  Constitution  give  that  power  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  We  have  nob  the  words 
ill  our  Constitution. 

Mr.  Clark  :  I^or  in  any  other  consti¬ 
tution  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Nor  in  any  other  con¬ 
stitution.  x\s  my  hon.  colleague,  Mr. 
Wrixon,  interjects,  it  w^as  held  that  w’e 
were  acting  illegally  because  we  exercised, 
and  claimed  to  exercise,  such  a  power. 

Mr.  Clark  :  We  are  all  alike  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN:  Certainly;  but  it  is  not 
our  desire  that  ministers  under  the  com¬ 
monwealth  shall  be  in  the  same  position  as 
ministei-s  under  colonial  constitutions.  If 
there  is  a  doubt  as  to  the  authority  of  a  state 
minister,  there  should  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
authority  of  a  minister  under  this  consti¬ 
tution.  Surely  it  is  a  reasonable  thing  to 
claim.  The  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Grif- 
lith,  for  instance,  in  his  statement,  wdiich 
w^as  perfectly  clear,  proceeded  to  construe 
the  words  of  this  clause  by  very  consider¬ 
able  implications  by  a  knowledge  of  the  sj's- 
tem  of  government  as  w’^e  have  it,  and  of  its 
w^orking ;  and  wdth  that  knowledge  in  his 
3  c 


mind,  by  means  of  this  clause,  he  certainly 
made  a  consistent  statement.  But  it  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  dangerous  to  trust  to  these  impli¬ 
cations  which  have  been  challenged  in  the 
past,  and  which  may  be  challenged  in  the 
future  on  so  vital  a  point  as  this.  In  fact, 
I  do  not  know  any  point  in  the  bill  wdiich 
ismore  vital  than  the  questionwhethertho.se 
whom  the  governor  calls  to  his  councils  to 
undertake  the  administration  of  the  state 
are  really  responsible  ministers  of  the 
Crown  in  every  sense  of  the  term.  In  the 
first  instance,  the  power  of  the  Crown  itself 
is  nowhere  defined,  and  cannot  be  defined 
under  this  constitution.  It  is  vast  and 
vague  ;  but  all  the  power  whicli  the  Crowui 
exercises  ministers  must  be  able  to  exercise 
when  the  need  arises,  and  it  can  scarcely 
be  possible  even  in  this  constitution,  ex¬ 
cellent  as  it  is  in  most  respects,  to  embody 
all  possible  contingencies.  It  is  quite 
open  for  ministers  of  the  commonwealth  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties  to  undertake 
actions  which  it  w'ould  be  impossible  to 
define  within  the  four  corners  of  the  bill — 
to  undei*take  actions  w'hich  it  may  be  w'ere 
not  departmental  actions,  wliicli  w^ere  out¬ 
side  any  department  which  had  been  con¬ 
stituted  up  to  that  time  ;  and  w  hich,  there¬ 
fore,  they  had  received  no  authority  from 
the  governor-general  to  deal  wdth,  and 
then  we  should  have  ministers  referred 
to  this  limited  and  rigid  constitution  for 
the  title-deeds  of  their  authority  ;  whereas 
it  w^ould  be  indisputable  in  the  same  cases 
in  Great  Britain  that  the  Crown  had 
power  to  meet  such  contingencies,  and 
that  having  such  power,  the  responsible 
ministers  of  the  Crown  w^ere  able  to  exer¬ 
cise  the  authority  of  the  Crowm  in  this 
very  respect.  Let  the  hon.  member  choose 
what  w  ords  he  will — and  I  am  sure  my 
colleague  is  no  stickler  for  a  particular 
phrase — but  surely  he  will  admit  that  just 
as  the  powers  of  the  Crown  are  vast,  vague, 
and  undefined,  so  are  the  powers  which 
responsible  ministers  are  at  times  required 
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to  exercise.  Let  him  use  any  form  of 
words  he  pleases  which  will  convey  to  the 
ministers  of  the  coinmoiiwoaltli  the  same 
power  of  acting  with  that  vast  and  vague 
authority,  under  any  and  every  circum¬ 
stance,  which  is  possessed  by  ministers  of 
the  Crown  in  Great  Britain .  Let  the  hon. 
member  do  that,  and  he  will  meet  the 
wishes  of  my  colleague.  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  if  we  accept  anything  less  than 
this  for  the  ministers  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  we  shall  be  failing  in  our  duty, 
and  we  shall  in  a  sense  even  limit  the 
power  of  the  Crown  itself,  since  we  shall 
provide  no  machinery  by  which  it  can  work 
out  its  will  in  any  particular  emergency. 
Why  should  we  limit  the  power  of  the 
Crown ;  why  should  we  limit  the  power 
of  the  people ;  why  should  we  diminish 
the  authority  of  ministers  of  the  Crown, 
who  act  for  the  Crown,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  people  ?  Why  should  we  not  put 
in  the  clause  any  phrase  the  hon.  member 
prefers,  so  long  as  it  conveys  without  a 
scintilla  of  doubt  to  the  ministers  of  the 
commonwealth  all  the  powers  which  are 
possessed  by  ministers  of  the  Crown  in 
Great  Britain  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am  try¬ 
ing  to  get  at  the  ideas  wdiich  are  under¬ 
lying  the  argument  of  hon.  gentlemen.  I 
confess  I  have  not  got  at  them  yet.  ^The 
hon.  member,  Mr,  Deakin,  talks  about  the 
powers  exercised  by  the  ministers  of  the 
Crown  in  Great  Britain.  They  do  not 
differ  in  any  respect  from  the  powers  ex¬ 
ercised  by  ministers  of  the  Crown  in  any 
other  country. 

Dr.  CocKBURN  :  They  are  much  su¬ 
perior  to  the  powers  of  ministers  here  1 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Not  in  the 
east. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  The  powers  of  our  min¬ 
isters  are  limited,  and  theirs  are  unlimited  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  What  is 
the  power  to  be  exercised  ?  The  sovereign 
power  of  the  state.  The  head  of  the  state, 
[H/?*.  Deakin, 


being  one  person,  cannot  do  everything 
himself.  Ho,  therefore,  has  ministers,  ser¬ 
vants  nominally  of  himself,  but  really  of 
the  people,  to  do  that  work  for  him.  They 
are  called  ministers,  but  it  is  the  power 
of  the  head  of  the  state  which  is  being 
exercised  all  the  time.  What  more  words 
can  you  use  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  'I 
He  shall  appoint  proper  oHicers  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Hear,  liear  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  That  is 
what  we  have  said.  The  power  is  vested 
in  the  Queen.  For  the  administration  of 
that  power,  officers  shall  be  appointed. 
What  more  can  you  say  ?  Can  you  go  on 
and  say  that  when  they  are  af)pointed  they 
shall  have  power  to  do  their  duty,  or  say 
that  they  shall  exercise  such  functions  as 
are  usually  exercised  by  officers  of  state  ? 
It  is  all  reasoning  in  a  circle.  The  officei*s 
of  state  will  exercise  the  functions  of  offi¬ 
cers  of  state,  and  the  officers  of  state  are 
the  same  in  England  as  anywhere  else. 
The  more  you  reason  about  the  matter,  the 
more  you  will  find  yourself  getting  into  a 
circle,  and  coming  back  to  your  starting 
point.  W'hat  additional  power  is  there  ? 
If  the  hon.  member  will  point  out  any 
poAver  which  can  be  exercised  by  the  so¬ 
vereign  authority  which  is  not  expressed 
by  the  words,  I  shall  not  only  be  willing, 
but  anxious  to  supply  the  defect.  But  I 
cannot  see  the  defect  he  is  pointing  to. 
He  assumes  that  English  ministers  liave 
peculiar  and  extra  powers.  I  should  like 
to  know  what  they  are  1  They  exercise  the 
prerogative  powers,  of  course,  and  the  hon. 
gentleman,  I  think,  has  confused  the  argu¬ 
ment  used  in  Victoria  as  to  whether  colonial 
ministers  have  power  to  exercise  the  pre¬ 
rogatives  of  the  Queen  with  the  question 
whether  they  have  power  to  exercise  the 
functions  conferred  upon  them  by  the  con¬ 
stitution.  The  argument  in  the  Victorian 
court  was  whether  a  certain  royal  preroga¬ 
tive  could  be  exercised  by  a  colonial  govern¬ 
ment.  We  cannot  propose  by  a  sweeping 
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provision  to  say  that  all  the  royal  preroga¬ 
tives  shall  be  exercised  by  the  govemor- 
general-in-council.  That  seems  to  me  to 
be  the  nearest  to  what  the  hon.  member 
is  driving  at.  If  that  is  what  he  means, 
then  it  is  a  question  for  fair  consideration 
whether  we  ought  to  put  such  a  provision 
in  the  bill.  But  nothing  short  of  that 
will  cover  all  that  he  has  been  arguing  for. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  would  say  briefly, 
in  answer  to  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  in 
the  very  case  to  which  he  has  referred,  the 
^Supreme  Court  of  Victoria  held  that  the 
words  “  responsible  minister  of  the  Crown  ” 
appeared  in  certain  statutes  passed  by  the 
Victorian  Parliament  since  the  passing 
of  the  Constitution  ;  but  that  they  did  not 
appear  in  the  Constitution  Act,  and  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  bench  declared  that  if  they 
had  been  inserted  there  they  would  have 
made  a  very  great  diflference  in  the  w^ay 
in  which  they  would  have  regarded  minis¬ 
terial  authority  in  the  colony. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  ;  But  the  Privy 
Council  said  that  was  wrong  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  As  far  as  I  am  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  judgment,  the  Privy 
Council  did  not  enter  upon  that  particular 
issue  at  all.  They  have  not  even  con 
sidered  the  point,  to  say  nothing  of  giving 
an  opinion  upon  it.  The  judgment,  there¬ 
fore,  remains  for  what  it  is  w-orth  as  a 
judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court.  If  the 
words  my  hon.  colleague  desires  to  intro¬ 
duce  had  been  inserted  in  the  Victorian 
Constitution  Act,  the  ministers  of  Victoria 
would  have  had  greater  power  than  they 
now  possess.  The  w^ords  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  has  just  suggested,  conveying  sover¬ 
eign  power  to  ministers,  would  be  anqdy 
sufficient  Those  words  should  be  embodied 
in  this  constitution. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  That  is  to  say, 
that  all  the  royal  prerogatives  should  be 
exercised  by  the  governor-in-council ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Exercised  by  him 
through  his  ministers.  Unless  that  claim 


be  put  forward  in  our  constitution,  we  shall 
have  taken  and  be  taken  to  have  accepted 
something  less,  and  we  shall  be  always 
liable  to  be  challenged  with  having  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  authority  of  the  Constitution 
with  which  her  Majasty  has  been  pleased 
to  endow  us.  Why  should  w^e  leave  the 
matter  open  to  doubt  ?  Why  should  w'e 
leave  the  ministers  of  the  commonwealth 
liable  to  be  challenged  in  the  exercise  of 
their  duties  to  the  people  they  represent  1 
Why  should  we  not  now  put  forward  the 
claim  of  ministers  of  the  commonwealth  to 
act  for  her  Majesty  and  for  the  people  of 
the  commonwealth  as  if  they  were  her 
Majesty’s  imperial  ministers,  excepting,  of 
course,  in  cases  where  imperial  interests 
are  concerned,  which  w’ould  necessarily 
attach  to  the  British  Government  and  the 
Imperial  Parliament  1  The  hon.  member. 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  seems  to  have  con¬ 
sidered  a  phrase  that  w^ould  be  acceptable, 
and  if,  especially  after  this  debate,  w’e  were 
to  fail  to  adopt  some  such  words,  we  shall 
be  taken  to  have  admitted  and  accepted 
at  the  outset  a  limited  authority  which,  I 
am  sure,  the  commonwealth  would  never 
willingly  accept. 

Mr.  FITZGEPvALD  :  I  should  like  to 
a.sk  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  whether,  in  his 
opinion,  the  effect  of  the  insertion  of  these 
w  ords  would  be  to  enlarge  the  scope  of 
either  the  duties  or  prerogatives  of  respon¬ 
sible  ministers? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GPvIFFITH  :  In  my 
opinion,  they  w’ould  not ;  and  I  think,  at 
the  same  time,  that  they  are  extraordinary 
wmrds  to  put  in  an  act  of  parliament.  No 
other  words  I  know  of  w’oukl  cover  that 
for  wdiich  the  hon.  member  is  asking, 
and  it  is  rather  a  singular  thing  to  ask 
the  Imperial  Parliament  to  do  for  Aus¬ 
tralia  a  thing  Avhich  it  has  never  done  for 
itself. 

!Mr.  Deakix  :  Of  coui*se  not.  They  have 
no  need  ;  they  have  a  vast  reserve  of  powder. 
Theirs  is  an  unw’ritten  constitution  1 
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Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  To  ask  the 
Crown  in  one  short  sentence  to  surrender, 
in  respect  to  Australia,  all  its  prerogatives 
is  leather  an  extraordinary  thing  to  do.  At 
this  moment  I  believe  no  one  knows  what 
they  all  are.  No  one  could  at  once  en¬ 
umerate  them  all ;  and  hon.  members  may 
rely  upon  this,  that  the  enumeration  would 
be  carefully  gone  through,  and  that  if  there 
were  one  prerogative  concerning  which 
there  was  the  slightest  doubt — that  is,  with 
regard  to  its  inclusion — parliament  would 
not  pass  it,  and  it  would  be  quite  right,  too. 
We  might  ask  for  it ;  but  would  it  not  be 
a  pity  to  lose  the  constitution  because  one 
j^oint  could  not  be  granted  ?  For  instance, 
one  of  the  royal  prerogatives  is  to  declare 
war.  What  about  that  ? 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  That  is  what  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  would  like  ! 

]Mr.  Deakin  :  No,  I  would  declare  peace! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  mere 
mention  of  that  one  instance  is  sufficient 
to  show  that  such  sweeping  words  cannot 
be  inserted. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  We  can  make  an  excep¬ 
tion  in  favour  of  imperial  interests.  We 
have  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  imperial 
prerogative  in  matters  of  w’ar  and  peace  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  take  it 
that  the  proper  place  for  such  a  clause 
w'ould  be  the  enacting  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Deakin:  No;  when  we  are  deal¬ 
ing  wdth  the  executive  government.  The 
governor-general  lias  power  for  every¬ 
thing,  and  delegates  it  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  No;  in 
this  case  there  would  be  a  surrender  by 
the  Queen,  which  ^vxiuld  have  to  be  in  tlie 
enacting  part  of  the  bill,  which  applies  to 
all  the  Queen’s  dominions. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  Canada  did  not  ask 
for  it ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  At  all 
events,  I  would  ask  hon.  members  to 
pause  before  they  determine  upon  asking 
the  Queen  to  surrender  all  her  prerogatives 
[Sir  Samuel  Giijfiih, 


in  Australia.  For  my  part,  I  believe  that 
all  the  ju'erogatives  of  the  Crown  exist  in 
the  governor-general  as  far  as  they  relate 
to  Australia.  I  never  entertained  any 
doubt  upon  the  subject  at  all — that  is  so 
far  as  they  can  be  exercised  in  the  com¬ 
monwealth.  Certainly  the  putting  in  of 
such  a  phrase  as  has  been  suggested  ought 
not  to  done  without  very  grave  considera¬ 
tion. 

^Ir.  THYNNE:  I  think  the  two  con¬ 
tending  partiesmight  be  reconciled  without 
any  material  addition  to  the  clause,  but 
with  only  a  slight  rearrangement  of  it.  I 
would  ask  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  to  follow  me  while  I  read  the 
clause  as  I  propose  to  leave  it  : 

The  governor-general  may,  from  time  to  time-, 
appoint  such  officers  as  may  he  necessary  for 
the  administration  of  the  executive  government 
of  the  commonwealth.  Such  officers  shall  hoM 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  governor- 
general,  and  shall  be  capable  of  l)cing  chosen 
and  sitting  as  members  of  either  house  of  par¬ 
liament.  Such  officers  shall  be  members  of  the 
federal  executive  council,  and  shall  administer 
such  departments  of  state  of  the  commonwealth 
as  tlie  governor-general-in-couiicil  may  from 
time  to  time  establish. 

Sir  Thomas  McTlwraitii  :  That  would 
not  do ! 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  As  the  clause  stands 
it  encourages  the  idea  that  ministers  are 
dissociated  from  the  combination  to  which 
we  are  accustomed,  and  that  they  would 
be  appointed  to  administer  certain  depart¬ 
ments,  but  not  to  generally  advise  the  go¬ 
vernor. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  trust  the  question 
will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  before  the  Con¬ 
vention  has  fully  considered  it.  The  ob¬ 
jection  of  the  lion,  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  to  the  amendment  of  my  hon.  col¬ 
league  is  really  an  objection  to  the  phrase 
“  responsible  minister  of  tbe  Crown.”  The 
hon.  member  says  it  is  an  epithet,”  but 
nevertheless  it  points  in  two  very  valuable 
directions.  It  points,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  the  exercise  by  ministers  of  all  powers 
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in  the  Crown,  and,  in  the  second  instance, 
to  the  responsibility  of  those  ministers  to 
parliament  for  every  action  they  take  in 
their  iiiinisterial  capacity.  In  both  of  these 
respects  the  plirase,  although  it  may  be 
called  an  epithet,  is  an  extremely  valuable 
one.  Wliy  not  meet  the  case  by  striking 
out  the  word  officers,”  and  make  tlie 
clause  read  : 

The  governor-general  may  from  time  to  time 
appoint  responsible  ministers  of  the  Crown. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  The  hon.  member 
would  not  find  such  a  phrase  in  any  Eng- 
lisli  law  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  It  is  used  in  a  number 
of  our  acts. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  It  has  been  used 
by  inadvertence  in  Yictoria  ! 

Sir  John  Downer  :  Is  the  hon.  member 
sure  tlie  words  are  in  the  Victorian  act  1 

IMr.  DEAKIN  :  They  are  not  in  the 
Constitution  Act,  but  they  are  in  several 
other  Victorian  acts.  They  are  not  re¬ 
quired  to  be  used  in^Great  Britain,  where 
tlie  constitution  is  unwritten ;  but  since 
we  are  trying  to  reduce  a  constitution  to 
\vords,  since  we  are  setting  down  in  black 
and  white  what  the  executive  relations  of 
the  government  are,  I  think  we  should  be 
definite.  Complete  as  is  the  skeleton  of 
constitutional  government  which  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  has  given  us 
in  these  clauses,  I  maintain  that  it  is,  after 
all,  only  a  skeleton,  and  that  the  life  which 
is  implied  by  its  being  administered  by  re- 
S[)onsible  ministers  has  yet  to  be  imparted 
to  it.  AVe  do  not  desire  to  introduce 
words  which  might  seem  to  claim  for 
Australia  royal  prerogatives  ;  but  we  do 
wish  to  introduce  words  claiming  all  the 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown  directly  relating 
to  Australia.  AVhat  we  say  is  that  these 
clauses,  as  they  stand,  do  not  with  suffi¬ 
cient  distinctness  make  that  claim,  and 
that  we  should  seize  every  opportunity  of 
placing  points  of  this  importance  beyond 
all  dispute,  that  we  should  embody  in 


these  clauses  the  claim  Of  ministers  of  the 
commonwealth  to  exercise  all  the  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  Crown  wdiich  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  in  the  interests  of  the  commonwealth. 

I  would  ask  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  to  himself  suggest  a  phrase,  and 
in  default  of  that  to  accept  my  hon.  col¬ 
league’s  amendment  I  would  suggest 
words  claiming  that  as  regards  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  commonwealth,  ministers  of 
the  Crown  here  should  have  the  same 
powders  as  have  ministers  of  the  Crown 
in  Great  Britain,  distinguishing  Great 
Britain  of  course  from  the  empire  at  large. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  more  than 
the  ministers  of  France,  Germany,  or  the 
United  States  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  In  Great  Britain  there 
is  the  peculiarity  that,  living  under  an  un¬ 
written  constitution,  it  is  never  knowm 
what  new  departures  may  be  taken. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  It  is  absolute 
pow’er  to  administer  the  sovereignty  of  the 
state ! 

Air.  DEAKIN  :  Exactly ;  surely  all 
the  limits  that  w^e  want  of  that  absolute 
pow'er  in  the  commonwealth  is,  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  the  commonwealth,  to  exclude 
all  prerogatives  relating  to  the  empire  out¬ 
side  the  commonwealth.  There  is  no  pre¬ 
tence  to  claiming  the  power  of  proclaiming 
peace  or  war,  or  of  exercising  power  out¬ 
side  our  own  boundaiies  ;  but  let  us  have 
it  stated  plainly  in  the  constitution  that 
the  officers  here,  called  lieads  of  depart¬ 
ments,  shall  be  absolutely  ministers  of  the 
Crown.  We  know  what  that  means. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  That  is  exactly 
wdiat  we  do  not  know  ! 

Air.  DEAKIN  :  And  there  is  this  great 
advantage :  we  do  not  know  what  the 
royal  prerogative  is.  AVe  have  not  ex¬ 
hausted  its  meaning.  Had  we  not  better 
take  words  which  are  used  in  common 
speech,  the  meaning  of  which  we  have  not 
exhausted,  wlien  we  are  all  at  one  in 
making  the  claim  for  the  people  of  the 
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commonwealth  that  their  parliament  and 
miiiistei's  shall  have  all  the  powers  necessary 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  ]  No  one  has  argued  for  this  more 
strongly  than  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith.  If  he  is  convinced  that  the  clause 
gives  that  power,  while  other  members  of 
the  Committee  are  convinced  that  it  docs 
not,  would  it  not  be  better  to  carry  out 
the  principle  which  we  have  followed 
throughout,  and  let  us  have  no  doubt  on 
the  point?  Let  us  make  the  most  ex])licit, 
indisputable,  unmistakable  claim  to  this 
power. 

Sir  Joiix  Bray:  The  hon.  member’s 
suggestion  will  not  do  that ! 

]Mr.  LEAK  IN  :  By  calling  these  officers 
responsible  ministei's  of  the  Crown,  they 
will  be  empowered  to  meet  all  unantici¬ 
pated  contingencies. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  words  do 
not  convey  that  meaning  to  my  mind  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  They  did  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  Victoria.  W e  had  a  num¬ 
ber  of  judges  stating  that  if  these  words 
were  contained  in  the  Constitution  Act  of 
Victoria  they  would  adopt  a  different  atti¬ 
tude,  and  hold  that  ministers  liad  greater 
power  than  they  now  have,  those  words  not 
being  in  our  Constitution  Act.  Why  not 
employ  those  words  in  this  constitution, 
and  place  our  meaning  beyond  doubt  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFB^ITH  :  It  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  know  what  is  our  meaning  which 
it  is  desired  to  put  beyond  doubt.  I  agree 
that  in  this  bill  our  meaning  should  be 
placed  beyond  doubt,  but  we  must  first 
find  out  what  Ls  our  meaning.  The  hon. 
member  uses  the  word  responsible,” 
which  simply  means  tins  :  that  ministers 
take  the  brunt  of  the  advice  which  they 
give  in  the  exercise  of  sovereign  power 
of  any  kind.  That  does  not  give  them  any 
additiona^o wer.  The  word  ‘‘  responsible  ” 
only  means  in  that  case  that  the  ministers 
take  the  blame.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
giving  authority,  it  is  a  question  as  to  who 
[il/r.  Deakin, 


is  to  be  punished  for  the  improper  exer¬ 
cise  of  authority.  The  word  ‘‘ministers” 
means  no  more  than  “  officers  of  state.”" 
It  is  only  another  epithet.  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  means  officers  of  the  Crow^n 
where  there  is  a  Crown. 

Mr.  Deakin:  The  words  mean  some¬ 
thing  more  than  that! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  argu¬ 
ment  is  becoming  so  refined  that  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  distinguish  the  differences. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  You  do  not  call  them 
officers  of  state  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Clause  4 
says  that  for  the  administration  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  government  there  shall  be  officers- 
to  administer  such  departments  of  state- 
as  the  governor  may  prescribe,  and  he  is- 
to  act  on  their  advice.  These  are  expres¬ 
sions  that  have  been  used  so  often  that 
they  have  become  stereotyped ;  but  I  think 
the  only  authority  for  using  in  an  act  the 
words  “responsible  ministers  of  the  Crown” 
is  an  error  on  the  part  of  a  draftsman  in 
Victoria.  It  has  not  been  followed  by- 
any  of  the  other  colonies.  In  some  cus¬ 
toms  act  somebody  or  other  used  the  words 
“  responsible  minister,”  and  the  Victorian 
judges  thought  that  having  been  so  used,, 
there  was  something  defective  in  the  Con¬ 
stitution  Act.  I  do  not  draw  that  infer¬ 
ence  ;  I  think  that  the  defect  w^as  in  the 
subsequent  act. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  am  convinced  that 
the  Convention  is  making  a  serious  mis¬ 
take.  We  are  asked  to  pass  this  clause 
in  exactly  the  same  terms  that  would  suit 
a  Crown  colony.  Every  word  in  this  clause 
would  apply  equally  to  ministers  and  offi¬ 
cers  in  a  Crown  colony  which  was  about 
to  be  founded.  I  would  be  happy  if  any 
better  phrase  could  be  obtained  than  I 
have  suggested.  I  think  these  amendments 
should  be  drawn  up  by  the  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  bill.  The  words  “responsible 
ministers  of  the  Crown”  were  used  in  Vic¬ 
toria,  not  as  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel 
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Griffith,  thinks,  by  mistake,  but  are  used 
repeatedly,  and  T  think  most  justly,  be¬ 
cause  no  principle  is  better  understood 
than  that  the  courts  take  judicial  notice 
of  all  things — mercantile,  political,  and  so 
on.  And  the  political  meaning,  under  the 
Constitution  of  England,  of  '‘responsible 
minister  of  the  Crown, is  perfectly  well 
known.  What  is  desired  is  this  :  that  a 
minister  in  Australia  shall  have  the  same 
position  with  regard  to  the  Crown  in  all 
matters  Australian,  as  a  minister  in  Eng¬ 
land  lias  with  regard  to  all  matters  Eng¬ 
lish.  We  desire  to  have  that  object  carried 
out.  I  am  sorry  the  Convention  does  not 
attend  to  it,  because  I  am  sure  wc  are 
making  a  mistake. 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  We  are  very  much 
indebted  to  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon, 
for  calling  attention  to  this  matter.  There 
is  no  hon.  member  who  has  had  more  prac¬ 
tical  experience,  in  view  of  recent  events, 
of  the  necessity  for  making  some  provision 
of  this  kind.  His  at^ntion  has  been  drawn 
to  the  matter  by  the  litigation  which  has 
lately  taken  place  on  a  very  nice  constitu¬ 
tional  question.  A  decision  w^as  pronounced 
by  some,  at  least,  of  the  Victorian  judges 
which  forms  the  position  for  which  the 
hon.  member  contends,  namely,  that  it  is 
necessary  to  make  an  amendment  in  the 
bill  in  order  to  give  ntinistersof  the  Crown 
in  Australia  certain  prerogative  rights 
whicli  are  exercised  by  ministers  in  Eng¬ 
land  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 
When  w'e  are  legislating  for  the  creation 
of  a  constitution  for  the  commonwealth 
which  we  hope  to  establish  here,  we  should 
at  least  profit  by  the  experience  of  past 
years  in  order  to  clothe  the  officers  of  the 
commonwealth  with  all  the  powers  which 
may  happen  to  be  necessary  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  rights  of  the  community. 
There  is  no  more  important  power  than 
the  one  which  was  in  issue  in  the  liti¬ 
gation  to  which  I  have  referred  ;  that  is, 
the  right  of  the  representatives  of  the 


executive  ministers  to  act  without  re¬ 
course  to  parliamentary  authority  in  order 
to  prevent  aliens  from  effecting  a  landing 
on  our  shores.  We  should  render  our¬ 
selves  liable  to  be  accused  of  negligence  if 
we  did  not  make  every  effort  to  see  that 
this  question  was  perfectly  clear,  so  that 
in  future  we  should  have  the  power  wdiich 
was  questioned  in  connection  wdth  the  late 
litigation,  and  which  at  present  there  is 
some  doubt  whether  the  colonial  govern¬ 
ments  possess.  We  have  the  decision  of 
some  at  least  of  the  Victorian  judges  that 
the  power  is  not  posse.ssed  by  Victorian 
ministei's  ;  but  that  if  certain  phraseology 
had  been  employed,  they  w’ould  possess  the 
power.  We  do  not  know  to  what  extent 
that  decision  may  have  been  qualified  by 
the  judgment  of  the  Privy  Council ;  but 
it  seems  from  the  telegrams  that  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  as  to  whether  or  not  that  decision  has 
in  any  respect  been  qualified.  There  is 
some  room  for  objection  to  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  w^ord  “responsible.”  We  know 
what  we  wish  to  do.  We  desire  to  con¬ 
fer  on  the  executive  ministers  the  right 
to  exercise  this  prerogative  as  far  as  the 
commonwealth  is  concerned  ;  but  I  do 
not  think  w^e  desire  to  expressly  perpetuate 
the  system  of  responsible  government  I 
am  certainly  an  advocate  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  that  system  ;  but  in  view  of  the 
discussion  which  took  place  at  a  previous 
stage,  I  think  we  have  done  well  hitherto 
in  avoiding  the  use  of  the  term  “  respon¬ 
sible,”  in  avoiding  the  use  of  any  expres¬ 
sion  which  it  might  be  urged  w^ould  have 
the  'effect  of  preventing  us  from  altering 
our  practice^ wdth  reference  to  responsible 
government  in  future  as  occasion  may  re¬ 
quire.  I  hope  the  hon.  member  who  has 
moved  the  amendment  will  leave  out  the 
w^ord  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  to 
w  hich  it  seems  that  objection  can  fairly  be 
taken.  At  the  same  time,  I  wull  promise 
him  that  I  wdll  do  all  I  can  to  assist  him 
in  achieving  the  object  wdiich  he  has  in 
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view  ill  a  manner  >vlnc]i  will  not  be  open 
to  the  objections  which  I  have  urged.  It 
occurs  to  me  that  something  of  the  sort 
might  be  done  if  we  amended  section  1 
on  page  17,  which  vests  the  executive 
power  and  authority  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  in  the  Queen,  to  be  exercised  by 
the  governor* general.  Possibly  some  words 
might  be  inserted  to  show  that  that  ex¬ 
ecutive  power  and  authority  which  would 
be  exercised  by  her  !Majesty’s  representa¬ 
tive  under  the  advice  of  a  responsible 
ministry  would  extend  to  the  exercise  of 
the  prerogative  which  it  is  now  desired  to 
confer ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  sympa¬ 
thise  with  the  remark  made  by  various 
hon.  members  that  it  is  a  very  delicate 
question.  We  should  look  very  closely  at 
the  way  in  which  we  make  any  amend¬ 
ment  on  the  subject.  The  object  in  view' 
is  one  which  I  am  convinced  we  ought  to 
strain  every  nerve  to  achieve,  and  I  shall 
be  glad,  indeed,  if  the  hon.  member  who 
moved  the  amendment  can  arrange  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  for  some  satisfactory  mode  of 
effecting  wdiat  I  believe  to  be  a  puri^ose 
which  w'ill  commend  itself  to  ail. 

Sir  SA]MUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  have 
been  all  along  trying  to  meet  my  hon. 
friends  for  the  purpose  of  removing  any 
doubt.  A  form  of  w'ords  has  occurred  to 
me  since  I  spoke  last,  wdiich  I  believe 
would  relieve  the  minds  of  hon.  members, 
and  does  not  appear  open  to  any  objec¬ 
tion.  I  would  propose  to  add  to  the  clause 
the  w'ords  “  and  shall  be  the  Queen’s  min¬ 
isters  of  state  for  the  commonw’ealth.”  I 
w'ould  suggest  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  should  withdraw'  his  amendment. 

iMr.  \V  RIXON  :  I  shall  be  happy  to 
withdraw  my  amendment,  as  I  think  that 
the  addition  to  the  clause  of  the  words 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  mem¬ 
ber  will  adequately  carry  out  what  I 
desire. 

Amendment,  hy  leave,  withdrawn. 

[d/?*.  Kingston, 


Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
agreed  to  : 

That  the  words  ‘^aiid  sliall  lie  the  Queen’s 
ministers  of  state  for  the  commonwealth  ”  be 
adtled  to  the  clause. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6.  There  shall  lie  payable  to  the  Queen 
out  of  the  consolidated  revenue  fund  of  the 
commonwealth  for  the  salaries  of  such  officers 
a  sum  not  less  than  fifteen  thousand  pounds  per 
annum. 

Mr.  AD  YE  DOUGLAS  :  I  would  ask 
the  hon,  and  learned  member.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  wdiether  it  was  intended  tliat  the 

5,000  should  be  divided  among  the 
ministers  of  the  Crown,  Iiowever  few  they 
might  be  ?  There  might  be  only  tliree. 

iNIr.  Muxro  :  If  they  do  the  w’^ork,  why 
should  they  not  get  the  money  ] 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think 
there  ought  to  be  power  to  control  tliat. 
Wo  contemplate  seven  ministers  being  re^ 
quired  at  the  start,  but  the  parliament  w  ill 
settle  how'  many  minis^rs  there  shall  be.  I 
think  it  w^ould  be  better  if  this  w^ere  not 
made  a  rigid  provision  of  the  constitution. 

Sir  J oiix  Bray  :  The  clause  says,  “  not 
less  than  .£15,000  ”l 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Why 
should  the  parliament  not  have  power  to 
reduce  the  amount?  I  think  it  w'ould  be 
better  if  the  operation  of  this  clause  w^ere 
limited  in  the  same  manner  as  the  next 
one.  It  is  clearly  a  matter  for  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  provision  being  an  initial  one. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
agreed  to: 

That  the  following  words  lie  inserted  licfore 
the  wwd  ‘‘There,”  line  1  : — “  Until  other  pro¬ 
vision  is  made  by  the  parliament.” 

Mr.  J.  FORREST  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  hon.  member  whether  he  proposes  that 
the  salaries  of  ministers  of  the  Crown 
should  bo  aftered  by  parliament  at  any 
time  it  choose.s,  that  is,  that  during  any 
session  any  meniber  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
move  a  reduction  in  the  ministers’  salaries  ? 
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That  would  be  a  provision  not  usual  in  the 
constitutions  wdtli  which  I  have  liad  any¬ 
thing  to  do.  It  should  only  be  done  by 
an  alteration  of  the  constitution.  If  there 
is  a  civil  list  it  can  only  be  altered  in 
the  way  provided  for  amending  the  con- 
.stitution.  If  ministers^  salaries  are  to  be 
altered  at  any  time,  great  power  will  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  members,  and  they 
may  annoy  ministers  by  liaving  a  great 
controversy  every  time  the  ministerial 
salaries  come  under  review’.  The  clause 
says  that  the  amount  for  ministers’  salaries 
shall  not  be  less  than  XI  5,000.  Person¬ 
ally,  I  do  not  care  w  hat  the  amount  is ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  ministers  of  the 
Crown  should  not  be  subjected  to  the  in¬ 
dignity,  every  time  an  appropriation  act  is 
before  parliament,  of  having  their  salaries 
discussed  in  the  assembly.  In  the  colony 
w’hich  I  represent,  it  is  as  difficult  to  touch 
the  civil  list  as  it  is  to  alter  any  other  part 
of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  MAPvMION:  I  have  not  had  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  voting  of  large  sums  of 
money,  but  I  have  some  idea  in  regard  to 
the  credit  that  should  attach  to  a  minister 
of  the  Crowm ;  and  when  we  are  building 
up  a  fabric  wdiich  is  intended  to  be  a  last¬ 
ing  structure,  and  of  which  the  foundations 
shall  be  strong  and  durable,  w’e  ought  to  be 
careful  how^  w  e  deal  wdth  this  matter.  I 
agree  wdth  my  colleague  in  saying  that  it 
w’ould  be  a  pity  if  parliament  should  have 
the  power,  without  considerable  trouble, 
to  alter  the  salaries  of  ministers,  and  could 
l)ring  them  under  discussion  every  yeai'. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  rather  discreditable, 
and,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  take  aw’ay  from 
the  dignity  wdiich  surrounds  the  position. 
I  dare  say  the  committee,  after  considemblo 
attention  to  the  matter,  arrived  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  XI 5,000  per  annum  w’as  little 
enough  to  enable  the  ministers  to  maintain 
their  high  positions;  and  after  the  amount 
has  been  arrived  at,  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  should  be  a  great  deal  of  difficulty 


surrounding  its  reduction,  though  there 
should  still  be  the  pow’er  to  increase  it. 

Mr.  A.  Forrest  :  No  doubt ! 

Mr.  MARMION  :  I  am  afraid  the  hon. 
member  is  rather  inclined  to  regard  these 
things  from  a  narrow-minded  point  of  view, 
but  I  have  been  accustomed  to  look  at  them 
from  a  higher  standpoint,  and  to  think  of 
the  future  as  w^ell  as  of  the  present.  Re¬ 
membering  that  in  the  future  the  responsi¬ 
bility  and  pow’er  of  these  ministers  may 
be  largely  increased,  and  that  instead  of 
ruling  over  2,000,000  or  3,000,000  people, 
they  may  rule  over  20,000,000,  I  say  that 
the  difficulties  surrounding  the  alteration 
of  their  salaries  should  be  made  as  great 
as  possible,  and  I  agree  with  my  hon, 
colleague  that  it  would  be  a  pity  if 
any  amendment  should  be  made  in  the 
clause. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
agreed  to  : 

That  the  wwds  “a  sum  not  less  than”  be 
omitted  with  a  view*  to  the  insertion  in  lieu 
thereof  of  the  w'ords  “  the  smn  of.” 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  S.  The  executive  pow*er  and  authority 
of  the  commonwealth  shall  extend  to  all  matters 
with  respect  to  w^hich  the  legislative  powers  of 
the  parliament  may  l^e  exercised,  excepting  only 
matters,  being  within  the  legislative  powers  of  a 
state,  with  respect  to  which  the  parliament  of 
that  state  for  the  time-being  exercises  such 
pow’ers. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  This  after- 
noon  I  have  bad  circulated  an  amendment 
which  I  propose  to  make  in  this  clause.  It 
does  not  alter  its  intention,  though  it  cer¬ 
tainly  makes  it  shorter.  As  the  clause 
stands,  it  contains  a  negativ’e  limitation 
upon  the  powders  of  the  executive;  but  the 
amendment  will  give  a  positive  statement 
as  to  wdiat  they  are  to  be.  I  move  : 

That  in  line  2  all  the  words  after  the  w'ords 
“extend  to  ”  be  omitted  with  a  view*  to  the  in¬ 
sertion  in  lieu  thereof  of  the  w'onls  “  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  provisions  of  this  constitution,  and 
the  laws  of  the  commonwealth.” 
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That  amendment  covers  all  that  is  meant 
by  the  clause,  and  is  quite  free  from  am¬ 
biguity. 

Amendment  agreed  to ;  clause,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10.  The  coutix)!  of  the  following 
departuieuts  of  the  public  service  shall  be  at 
once  assigned  to  and  assumed  and  taken  over 
by  the  executive  government  of  the  common- 
5  wealth,  and  the  commonwealth  shall  assume 
the  obligations  of  all  or  any  state  or  states 
with  respect  to  such  matters,  that  is  to  say — 
Customs  and  excise, 

Posts  and  telegraphs, 

10  Military  and  naval  defence. 

Ocean  beacons  and  buoys,  and  ocean 
lighthouses  and  lightships. 
Quarantine. 

]Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  have  been  favoured 
with  certain  suggestions  with  regard  to  the 
bill  by  my  learned  friend,  the  Attorney- 
General  of  Victoria;  These  have  been  laid 
before  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith.  One  of  them  deals  with  this  clause, 
and  I  wi.sh  to  ask  the  hon.  member  if  he  has 
considered  the  point  rai.sed,  and  whether 
he  is  of  opinion  that  the  clau.se  sufficiently 
meets  the  objection  of  my  hon.  friend  1 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Will  the  hon. 
member  state  the  objection  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  ? 

Mr.  WHIXOX  :  I  shall  be  very  happy. 
Tliis  clause  hands  over  to  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment  a  number  of  departments — cus¬ 
toms  and  excise,  posts  and  telegraphs, 
military  and  naval  defence,  and  others. 
The  Attorney-General  of  Victoria  has 
pointed  out  that  our  Customs  Department 
includes  a  great  many  otlier  tilings,  a.s,  for 
example,  the  Immigration  Office,  the  Mer¬ 
cantile  Marine  Office,  the  Powder  Maga¬ 
zine  Office,  the  Fisheries  Department,  and 
the  Marine  Board,  and  he  desires  to  know 
whether  it  is  intended  under  the  bill  to  take 
over  the  whole  of  these  from  the  operation 
of  the  local  government,  or  whether  the 
general  government  are  to  be  strictly  con¬ 
fined  to  customs  and  excise  ?  That  is  the 
difficulty  wliich  he  has  raised. 

[5ir  Samuel  Griffith. 


Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  meaning  is  pretty  plain. 
The  clause  says  the  commonwealth  shall 
a.ssume  the  obligations  of  any  state  ^‘with 
respect  to  customs  and  excise.”  If,  in  a 
coastal  town,  tlie  customs-house  officer  is 
pilot  or  lighthouse-keeper  as  w’ell,  it  will 
not  take  over  those  functions. 

Mr.  GILLIES:  The  same  remark  would 
apply  to  the  posts  and  telegraphs,  which 
include  other  departments.  I  do  not  see 
that  it  is  possible,  under  the  clause,  for  the 
federal  government  to  take  over  such  de¬ 
partments.  They  would  have  to  be  speci¬ 
fically  mentioned  before  they  could  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  obligations  of  the  common¬ 
wealth. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  ;  Is  it  understood 
that  the  state  governments  will  entirely 
surrender  control  of  country  post-offices, 
delivery  of  mails,  and  everything  connected 
with  the  postal  service. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Yes  ! 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  Absurd  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  Before  the  question  is 
put,  I  would  ask  if  the  Committee  have 
considered  the  question  of  telephones  1  Of 
course,  it  is  not  a  very  important  matter  ; 
but  the  telephones  are  worked  by  the  same 
staff  as  the  telegraphs,  and  if  the  central 
government  took  over  the  telegraphs,  and 
the  local  governments  retained  the  tele¬ 
phones,  they  w^ould  have  to  establish  new 
departments. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Telegraphs  include  tele¬ 
phones  ! 

Mr.  BAKER :  Of  course,  if  the  word 
‘‘department”  governs  the  words  “posts 
and  telegraphs,”  and  telephones  are  in¬ 
cluded,  1  am  quite  satisfied. 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  Tliis  clause 
gives  over  to  the  general  government  the 
whole  of  tlie  departments  mentioned,  before 
the  federal  parliament  comes  into  existence. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  undesirable  to  liand 
over  the  whole  of  our  post  and  telegraph 
departments,  which  in  the  colony  I  repre- 


Australia  BUL 


779 


[6  April,  1891.] 


Commonwealth  of 

sent  incl u d e otli cr  d epar t m en ts ,  to  the fe d e r ul 
government.  That  ought  not  to  bedone  until 
the  parliament  properly  arranges  matters, 
and  carries  them  out  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  clause  52,  which  deals 
with  the  powers  of  parliament.  All  these 
powers  are  handed  over  to  the  executive 
government  at  once.  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  sufficient  to  hand  over  to  the  executive 
government  the  customs  and  excise  depart¬ 
ments,  leaving  the  other  departments  to 
remain  until  parliament  meets,  when  the 
several  states  will  have  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  se2)arating  departments  affecting 
telephones,  stamps,  and  so  on,  from  the 
other  departments  with  which  they  are 
connected. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  ;  They  will  do 
that  before  in  anticipation  ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  It  is  not 
likely  that  they  will  do  it  until  they  know 
exactly  how  far  the  commonwealth  parlia¬ 
ment  intends  to  operate  upon  these  mat¬ 
ters.  The  expressions  used  are  of  a  general 
nature,  and  there  may  be  taken  over  a 
great  deal  more  than  we  intend  to  be 
taken  over.  Therefore  I  think  it  would 
be  as  well  to  omit  the  words  posts  and 
telegraphs”  from  the  clause.  Military  and 
naval  defence  matters  are  not  of  so  much 
importance.  Matters  relating  to  ocean 
beacons  and  buoys,  and  ocean  lighthouses 
' — and  lightships,  however,  are  in  the  same 
position  as  posts  and  telegraphs.  In  Vic¬ 
toria  and  Tasmania  these  matters  are  con¬ 
nected  with  different  departments  ;  there¬ 
fore  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  limit  the 
immediate  assumption  of  control  to  mat¬ 
ters  affecting  customs  and  excise,  and  mili¬ 
tary  and  naval  defence. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
agreed  to  : 

Tliat  m  line  6,  the  w’ords  “all  or”  be  omitted. 

Amendment  (Mr.  Adye  Douglas)  nega¬ 
tived  : 

That  in  line  9,  the  words  “Posts  and  tele¬ 
graphs”  be  omitted. 


Amendment  (by  Mr.  Adye  Douglas) 
negatived : 

That  in  lines  11  and  12,  the  words  “Ocean 
beacons  and  buoys,  and  ocean  lighthouses  and 
lightships,”  l>e  omitted. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  11.  All  powers  and  functions  which 
are  at  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  the 
commonwealth  vested  in  the  governor  of  a 
colony  with  or  without  the  advice  of  his 
executive  council,  or  in  any  officer  or  person  5 
in  a  colony,  shall,  so  far  as  the  same  con¬ 
tinue  in  existence  and  need  to  be  exercised 
in  relation  to  the  government  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  with  respect  to  any  matters  which 
under  this  constitution  pass  to  the  executive  10 
government  of  the  commonwealth,  vest  in  the 
governor-general,  with  the  advice  of  the  fed¬ 
eral  executive  council,  or  in  the  officer  exer¬ 
cising  similar  powers  or  functions  in  or  under 
the  executive  government  of  the  common-  15 
wealth. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  under¬ 
stood  that  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wrixon,. 
intended  calling  attention  to  this  matter^ 
Amongst  the  memoranda  with  which  that 
hon.  gentleman  has  favoured  me,  made  by 
Mr.  Shiels,  it  is  pointed  out  that  in  some 
instances  power  is  vested,  not  in  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  but  in  a  board.  For  instance,  mat¬ 
ters  affecting  ocean  lighthouses  are  dealt 
with  by  marine  boards.  I  therefore  move  : 

That  in  line  5,  the  word  “  person  ”  be  omitted 
with  the  view  to  the  insertion  of  the  word 
“  authority.” 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
agreed  to  : 

That  in  line  13,  after  the  word  “  officer,”  the 
words  “  or  authority  ”  be  inserted. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

CHAPTER  III.— THE  FEDERAL  JUDICATURE. 

Clause  1.  The  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  shall  have  power  to  estiihlish  a  court, 
which  shall  be  called  the  Supreme  Court  of  Aus¬ 
tralia,  and  shall  consist  of  a  chief  justice,  and  so 
many  other  justices,  not  less  than  four,  as  the 
imrliameiit  from  time  to  time  prescribes.  The 
parliament  may  also  from  time  to  time,  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  this  constitution,  establish 
other  courts. 
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Mr.  KINGSTON  :  At  an  earlier  stage 
in  the  discussion  of  this  hill  I  withdrew 
an  ainendinent  which  I  then  moved  in 
favour  of  giving  legislative  powers  to  tlie 
federal  parliament  for  the  establishment  of 
gourts  of  conciliation  and  arbitration.  I 
did  this  because  it  was  pointed  out  by  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Grillilh,  that  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  effect  any 
amendment  the  Convention  might  desire 
in  the  clause  whicli  we  are  now  discussing, 
dealing  with  the  federal  judicature.  I 
j^ropose  to  move  now  the  addition  of  words 
to  this  particular  clause,  whicli  will  give 
the  federal  parliament  power  to  establish 
federal  courts  of  conciliation  and  arbitra¬ 
tion  for  the  settlement  of  industrial  dis¬ 
putes.  The  amendment  I  desire  to  make 
consists  in  the  addition  to  the  clause  of 
the  following  words  : — 

inchiiUng  courts  of  conciliation  and  arbitration 
for  the  settlement  of  industrial  disputes. 

I  am  not  going  to  travel  over  ground  upon 
which  I  have  previously  touched.  This 
simple  fact  remains — that  in  view  of  the 
extent  of  the  organisations  which  take 
2:>art  in  these  indu.s trial  disputes,  having 
ramifications  throughout  the  whole  of 
Australia,  it  is  impo.ssible  for  any  one 
colony  to  legislate  for  the  creation  of  a 
tribunal  which  can  deal  satisfactorily  with 
them.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  re¬ 
solves  itself  into  this  question  :  whether 
we  shall  sit  idly  by  and  allow  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties  to  .settle  the  matter  for  them¬ 
selves,  disregarding  the  disastrous  results 
which  invariably  accrue  from  the  prolon¬ 
gation  of  the.se  disputes ;  or  whether  we 
shall  do  what  we  can  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  facilities  by  which  these  disputes 
maybe  avoided  or  their  duration  shortened? 
I  do  not  think  it  possible  for  the  question 
to  be  answered  in  any  other  way  than  by 
a  recognition  of  the  duty  winch  it  appears 
to  me  is  imposed  on  us  in  the  creation  of 
this  constitution  to  make  provi.sion  for  the 
erection  of  courts  which  will  satisfactorily 


deal  with  questions  of  the  magnitude  of 
those  involved  in  industrial  disputes.  A 
federal  Judicature  is  proposed  to  be  created. 
Various  branches  of  jurisdiction  will  no 
doubt  be  conferred  upon  it ;  but  1  make 
bold  to  say  that  there  is  no  more  important 
branch  of  jurisdiction  which  can  be  given 
to  it  than  the  necessary  jurisdiction  for 
the  investigation  of  troubles  of  the  char¬ 
acter  to  which  I  refer,  and  their  decision, 
according  to  the  substantial  justice  of  the 
case.  At  the  present  moment  various 
schemes  are  occupying  the  attention  of 
the  different  local  legislatures  having  for 
their  aim  the  supply  of  facilities  for  the 
prevention  cf  these  disputes  ;  but  I  am 
sure  that  every  one  who  has  felt  it  his 
duty  to  consider  the  question  will  recog¬ 
nise  the  force  of  the  argument,  that  local 
legislation  cannot  satisfactorily  deal  with 
the  question.  I  do  not  propose  at  this 
stage  to  indicate  on  what  lines  I  venture 
to  consider  legislation  should  proceed  ;  but 
I  think  that  if  at  the  time  of  the  late  labour 
troubles  we  had  had  something  in  the 
shape  of  a  federal  tribunal,  having  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  entire  Australia,  having  for  its 
sanction  Australian  legislation,  public  sen¬ 
timent  would  have  been  of  such  a  character 
that  the  disputing  parties  would  practically 
liave  been  forced  to  refer  their  disagree¬ 
ment  to  this  tribunal  for  settlement,  and 
to  abide  by  the  result.  All  I  ask  in  sub¬ 
mitting  this  amendment  to  the  notice  of 
the  Convention  is  this  :  that  we  may  re¬ 
cognise  that  it  is  a  question  with  which 
the  federal  parliament  should  have  power 
to  deal.  If  we  do  not  take  the  power  now, 
it  can  only  be  obtained  by  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution.  Surely  it  is  a  power  whicli 
should  exist,  however  much  room  there  may 
be  for  difference  of  ojnnion  as  to  the  pre¬ 
cise  way  in  which  it  should  bo  exercised. 
I  merely  refer  in  the  amendment  I  move 
to  the  establishment  of  courts  of  concilia¬ 
tion  and  arbitration.  The  first  duty  of 
the  proposed  tribunal  would  no  doubt  be 
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to  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  parties.  The 
second  would  be,  in  default  of  success  in 
the  endeavour  to  bring  about  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  the  contending  parties,  to 
pronounce  a  decision  according  to  the  jii.s- 
tice  of  the  pase,  which  decision  should 
bind  the  contending  parties  for  a  limited 
period,  and  which  should  be  capable  of 
enforcement.  Courts  of  conciliation  and 
arbitration  appear  to  me  to  be  highly  de¬ 
sirable  of  establishment  in  view  of  the 
matters  to  which  I  have  called  attention, 
and  it  is  with  the  sole  purpose  of  enalding 
the  federal  legislature,  when  it  sees  fit  and 
in  such  mode  as  it  deems  most  expedient, 
to  call  these  tribunals  into  existence  that  I 
move  this  amendment. 

Amendment  proposed. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  should 
like  for  my  own  satisfaction,  before  voting 
on  this  question,  to  know  how  the  hon. 
gentleman  makes  out  that  his  amendment 
is  not  an  interference  with  property  and 
civil  rights  ?  That  is  the  difficulty  I  feel. 
If  courts  of  conciliation  can  be  established, 
if  anything  can  be  done  to  settle  labour 
disputes,  I  think  it  is  a  power  the  federal 
parliament  might  very  well  have.  But  I 
have  been  trying  for  the  last  three  months 
to  see  how  it  could  be  put  within  their 
function  without  interfering  with  the  pro¬ 
per  function  of  the  states,  and  I  have  not 
been  able  yet  to  answer  that  question. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  The  hon.  member, 
perhaps,  might  answer  anotlier  difficulty 
which  lias  suggested  itself  to  me.  I  am 
cordially  with  him  in  all  he  desires  to  ac¬ 
complish,  and  believe  that  much  could  be 
achieved  in  this  direction  by  such  legisla¬ 
tion  as  he  has  outlined  ;  but  I  fail  to  see 
that  it  can  possibly  become,  for  a  verjr 
long  time  to  come,  a  proper  subject  for 
federal  legislation.  On  the  contrary,  I 
fear  that  if  this  power  w^ere  given  to  the 
federal  legislature,  it  might  be  exercised 
less  satisfactorily  than  it  would  be  by  the 
individual  colonies.  There  must  be  in  such 


a  matter  as  this,  a  certain  amount  of  ex¬ 
perimental  legislation.  The  colonie.s,  left 
to  themselves,  may  take  different,  and,  to 
some  extent,  diverse  ])aths ;  and  from  the 
knowledge  then  gained,  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  may  legislate  in  the  future.  The 
hon.  member’s  amendment,  I  take  it,  would 
not  prevent  the  exercise  by  the  several 
colonies  of  their  present  power  of  legisla¬ 
tion  on  this  question, 

Mr.  Gillies  :  It  would  ! 

Mr.  Kingston  :  Not  at  all  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  imagine  that  the  be¬ 
stowal  of  this  power  on  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  would  not  operate  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  power  at  present  possessed  by  the 
several  colonies,  until  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  did  actually  legislate.  Jf  this  pro¬ 
vision  would  operate  as  a  prohibition  to 
the  local  parliaments  I  should  be  compelled 
to  vote  against  it.  But  I  think  it  simply 
gives  tlie  power  to  the  fedei*al  parliament 
in  the  future,  and  possibly  there  cannot 
be  much  objection  to  that,  unless  it  he  on 
the  ground  suggested  by  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith.  I  certainly  think  we 
should  do  nothing  to  prevent  or  even  dis¬ 
courage  the  several  colonies  from  dealing 
with  this  problem  each  in  its  own  way,  be¬ 
cause  only  after  the  path  has  been  trodden 
by  the  several  colonies,  and  trodden  in  dif¬ 
ferent  way.s,  will  it  be  probable  that  the 
federal  parliament  wall  ever  be  moved  to 
bring  into  existence  so  immense  an  organi- 
sation  as  would  be  necessary  to  cope  with 
the  industrial  disputes  of  Austnilia. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  think  the  idea  of  the 
mover  of  the  amendment  is  to  give  power 
to  the  federal  parliament  to  establish  such 
courts.  Long  before  federation  would  be¬ 
come  an  accomplished  fact  conciliation 
courts  would,  no  doubt,  be  established  in 
the  various  colonies,  or  at  least  some  of 
them  would  have  attempted  to  legislate 
with  a  view  to  a  settlement  of  the  ques¬ 
tion.  Already  the  subject  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  Parliament  of  New  South 
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Wales  and  favourably  received,  and  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Kingston,  has,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  introduced  it  into  the  Parliament  of 
South  Australia  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  when  the  minds  of  the  people  are 
brouglit  to  bear  on  the  advantages  of  con¬ 
ciliation,  legislation  will  be  passed  in  various 
colonies  which  will  pave  the  way  to  a  law 
of  conciliation  being  ultimately  passed  by 
the  federal  parliament.  I  see  no  harm  in 
the  insertion  of  words  giving  the  fedei'al 
parliament  power  to  establish  such  courts 
if  it  thinks  necessary. 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Referring  to  the  re¬ 
mark  which  fell  from  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
if  I  understand  the  hon.  gentlemen  rightly, 
his  objection  is  to  the  establishment  of  any 
court  of  conciliation  or  arbitration. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  ! 

]Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Then  I  fail  to  com¬ 
prehend  the  argument  of  the  hon.  dele¬ 
gate.  I  understand  him  to  say  that  the 
establishment  of  these  courts  by  the  fede¬ 
ral  legislature  would  be  an  'interference 
with  civil  rights. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  With  property 
and  civil  rights  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON:  Does  the  hon.  dele- 
gate  object  to  it  on  the  ground  that  state 
matters  should  be  regulated  by  the  states 
themselves  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  Certainly;  pro¬ 
perty  and  civil  rights  are  left  to  the  states  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Then  I  understand 
that  the  objection  of  the  hon.  delegate  is 
not  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  courts  of  conciliation  and  arbi¬ 
tration  ;  but  as  to  the  expediency  of  leav¬ 
ing  the.se  matters  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
states  themselves. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Yes,  that  is  the 
point  which  I  take  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  The  position  that  I 
ventured  to  take  was  that  the  states  could 
not  deal  with  these  questions  to  the  extent 
of  the  creation  of  a  federal  tribunal — 
could  not  deal  with  them  to  the  extent  of 
[Mr,  Bibbs, 


chilling  into  existence  a  court  competent  to 
pronounce  a  decision  having  force  not  only 
in  the  particular  state,  but  also  throughout 
the  commonwealth  ;  and  taking,  as  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  am  justified  in  taking,  the  hon. 
member's  argument  to  amount  to  this — 
that  he  admits  the  propriety  of  legislation 
on  the  subject,  but  thinks  the  authoiity  to 
legislate  should  be  confined  to  the  states 
themselves — I  venture  to  say  that  it  is 
wanting  in  force,  because  he  does  not  recog¬ 
nise  the  strength  of  the  position  that  the 
states  have  no  power  to  legislate  for  the 
creation  of  a  federal  tribunal.  With  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  delegate 
from  Victoria,  Mr.  Deakin,  if  I  thought 
that  the  amendment  which  I  indicate 
would  prevent  the  states  from  legislating 
wdthin  their  own  boundaries  or  that  it 
would  affect  the  free  exercise  of  their 
powers  wdthin  their  limits  with  regard  to 
the  creation  of  tribunals  of  this  sort,  I 
would  not  for  a  moment  dream  of  moving 
the  amendment ;  but  it  cannnot  have  any 
such  effect,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  hon. 
member  Will  see  it.  The  amendment  I 
moved  does  not  place  even  the  same  re¬ 
striction  which,  as  regards  a  great  variety 
of  subjects,  is  placed  upon  the  action  of 
the  states  in  matters  of  very  considerable 
moment.  There  are  cases  in  which  the 
commonwealth  and  the  state  wull  have 
concurrent  powders  of  legislation.  Even  in 
those  cases  it  will  be  necessary  to  any  re¬ 
striction  of  the  state  rights  that  the  federal 
power  shall  be  exercised  ;  but  in  this  case 
it  is  not  a  question  of  concurrent  legisla¬ 
tive  powers.  The  state  has  no  power 
whatever  for  the  creation  of  a  federal  tri¬ 
bunal,  and  with  the  view  of  giving  the 
federal  parliament  a  power  which  other¬ 
wise  neither  commonwealth  and  state  vyill 
posse.ss  I  ask  the  Convention  to  consent 
to  the  amendment.  No  doubt  a  variety 
of  arguments  might  be  advanced  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  federal  legislation 
should  proceed — as  to  the  precise  direction 
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wliich  it  should  take — as  to  tlie  details  of 
the  scheme  that  would  commend  itself  to 
the  good  sense  of  the  federal  parliament, 
but  having  listened  to  the  criticisms  to 
which  ray  suggestion  has  been  subjected, 
I  confess  that  I  cannot  see  any  valid  rea* 
son  why  the  federal  parliament  should  not 
have  the  power  to  deal  with  the  question. 
Why  should  we  at  this  early  stage  in  the 
constitution  of  the  commonwealth  resist 
the  proposal  to  give  the  parliament  autho¬ 
rity  to  deal  with  it  when  the  occasion 
arises,  and  when  a  scheme  is  propounded 
which  will  commend  itself  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  majority? 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Does  this  amendment 
give  the  parliament  that  power  ? 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  The  amendment 
which  I  now  propose  would  give  the  fed¬ 
eral  parliament  the  power  of  legislating 
with  reference  to  the  establishment  of 
courts  of  conciliation  and  arbitration  in 
such  a  way  as  they  think  fit. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  In  what  clause  1 

Mr.  KINGSTON;  The  clause  now 
under  consideration.  As  I  have  previously 
pointed  out,  I  move  the  amendment  at  this 
stage  of  the  bill,  as  no  doubt  the  judica¬ 
ture,  if  created,  would  have  most  impor¬ 
tant  functions.  If  we  do  not  assent  to  an 
amendment  of  the  character  now  indicated, 
the  federal  parliament,  shortly  after  its 
constitution,  might  be  desirous  of  dealing 
with  this  question,  and  a  scheme  might  be 
propounded  which  commended  itself  to  the 
good  sense  of  a  large  majority  of  both 
houses,  but  it  would  be  utterly  powerless. 
It  could  do  nothing,  and  the  .states  them¬ 
selves  would  be  similarly  situated.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  does  appear  to  me 
that  the  force  of  the  arguments  is  alto¬ 
gether  in  favour  of  giving  the  power, 
however  much  the  federal  parliament  may 
deliberate,  and  whatever  room  for  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  there  may  be  as  to  the  pre¬ 
cise  way  in  which  it  should  subsequently 
bo  exercised. 


Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  should  like  to  have 
the  attention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
member,  Sir  Samuel  Giiffith,  for  a  minute. 
There  is  a  proposal  made  here  that  the 
parliament  should  be  able  to  establish  cer¬ 
tain  courts,  and  that  these  courts  shall  be 
able  to  deal  with  laws  having  reference  to 
conciliation  and  arbitration.  I  want  to 
know  if,  in  the  event  of  these  words  being 
added,  there  is  in  the  bill  any  power  given 
to  the  parliament  to  deal  with  this  sub¬ 
ject? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  do  not  quite 
understand  the  hon.  member's  question  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  In  this  bill  we  have 
dealt  with  a  series  of  provisions  giving  the 
parliament  of  the  commonwealth  power  to 
deal  with  cei'tain  questions  ;  but  this  ques¬ 
tion  is  not  included.  I  desire  to  know 
whether  merely  giving  the  courts  of  law 
power  to  deal  with  a  question  of  this  kind 
necessarily  involves  the  power  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  to  legislate  on  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  should  like  to 
supplement  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Gillies  :  Suppose  the  federal  court 
gave  a  decision  wdiich  was  at  variance  with 
that  of  the  courts  of  the  various  states, 
which  would  rule  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  ques¬ 
tion  which  the  hon.  member,  jMr.  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  asks  is  leather  a  difficult  one  to 
answer.  In  America  the  supreme  court 
in  each  state  is  supreme  in  its  own  limits, 
and  so  is  the  federal  supreme  court  su¬ 
preme  in  its  limits,  and  the  same  point 
might  be  decided  in  two  different  ways, 
and  both  decisions  be  executed  in  the  same 
state.  In  reply  to  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Gillies,  I  tliink  that  the  last  paragraph  in 
clause  52  would  give  the  legislature  power 
to  legislate  on  the  subject  The  words  are  : 

Any  matters  necessary  or  incidental  for  carry¬ 
ing  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  any 
other  powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in  the 
parliajnent  or  executive  government  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth, 
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That  leads  me  to  another  question — how 
would  the  decision  of  a  court  of  concilia¬ 
tion  be  carried  out  1 

Mr.  Gillies  :  That  is  a  question  for  the 
act  itself  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GllIFFITH  :  I  confess 
I  feel  very  great  doubt  whether  the  pro¬ 
vision  should  or  should  not  be  put  in  here. 
I  do  not  think  the  hon.  member,  !Mr. 
Kingston,  has  removed  the  difficulty  that 
I  felt  as  to  its  being  an  interference  with 
property  and  civil  rights.  Does  the  hon. 
member  mean  that  a  court  of  conciliation 
might  direct  that  the  wages  of  workmen 
should  be  raised  ] 

Mr.  Kingston  :  That  is  a  question  of 
detail  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  is  a 
question  of  i)rinciple.  Does  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  mean  matters  of  principle  like  that, 
because  that  might  entirely  depreciate  the 
value  of  property  in  a  state,  or  drive  an 
industry  out  of  a  state  1  From  that  point 
of  view,  my  vote  will  be  determined  in  the 
matter.  I  think,  much  as  I  desire  to  get 
this  power  for  the  federal  parliament,  that 
we  ought  to  hold  fast  by  the  principle  tliat 
we  are  not  going  to  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  property  in  the  states. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  would  suggest  to  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Kingston,  that  it  would 
be  wise  to  await  the  result,  and  to  see 
whether  the  colonies  themselves  could  not 
do  something.  I  can  quite  understand  the 
lion,  member’s  difficulty,  and  have  appre¬ 
ciated  it  for  a  long  time.  Tlie  labour 
question  i.s  not  a  question  that  belongs 
merely  to  any  one  colony  ;  but,  as  we  have 
had  experience,  it  permeates  all  the  colo¬ 
nies,  and  a  movement  originating  in  one 
colony  is  made  di.sastrous  in  its  effect  not 
only  in  that  colony,  but  in  all  the  other 
colonies.  It  would  be  wi.se,  if  possible, 
to  induce  all  the  colonies  to  come  to  an 
understanding  on  the  subject  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  framing  of  a  law  which  would 
be  fair  to  all  parties.  If  the  hon.  member 
[Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 


will  leave  the  question  a  little  longer,  with 
the  view  of  enabling  the  various  govern¬ 
ments  to  come  to  some  conclusion,  then 
they  might  refer  it  to  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment.  Under  the  bill  they  would  have 
power  to  refer  the  question  to  the  federal 
parliament  to  deal  with,  probably  on  lines 
wliich  they  miglit  be  able  to  suggest.  But 
I  do  not  believe  that  in  the  first  instance 
the  federal  parliament  would  be  likely,  in 
consequence  of  the  inherent  difficulty  of 
the  subject,  to  deal  with  it  without  being 
first  advised  by  the  various  legislatures, 
or,  at  any  rate,  by  the  various  colonies. 
The  question  is  full  of  difficulties ;  the 
hon.  gentleman  acknowledges  that  himself, 
and  I  think  he  would  do  well  to  leave  it 
for  some  little  time  to  the  state  govern¬ 
ments  to  endeavour  to  consider  the  matter 
among  themselves,  and  to  see,  in  the  event 
of  their  not  being  able  to  legislate  unitedly, 
whether  they  might  not  refer  the  question 
to  the  federal  parliament. 

Mr.  PLAY  FORD  :  In  a  case  of  this 
sort,  if  the  insertion  of  the  words  can  do 
no  harm,  and  tliey  may  do  good,  why  should 
we  hesitate  to  insert  them  ?  "W e  all  admit, 
1  imagine,  that  these  industrial  troubles 
do  not  belong  to  one  colony  alone.  Labour 
has  federated,  and  capital  has  federated, 
throughout  the  colonies,  and  the  experience 
of  the  late  strike  show's  most  unmistakably, 
or,  at  all  events,  sliow-s  us  in  South  Aus¬ 
tralia,  tliat  a  strike  may  be  ordered  from  New 
South  Wales  and  that  our  people  will  obey 
the  order ;  but  that  as  far  as  our  local  laws 
are  concerned,  we  are  practically  powerle.s.s 
to  deal  with  the  question.  We  all  admit, 
therefore,  that  the  subject,  if  dealt  with  at 
all,  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  par¬ 
liament  of  the  commonwealth.  Until  tlie 
parliament  of  the  commonwealth  dealswith 
the  subject  the  states  are  not  prevented  in 
any  way  from  dealing  with  it.  I  am  quite 
certain  that  the  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  will  not  take  any  actionuntil  ])ublic 
opinion  throughout  the  colonies  begins  to 
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call  upon  them  to  make  a  law  upon  the 
subject,  and  to  endeavoui*  as  far  as  possible 
to  settle  these  disputes  without  the  loss 
that  is  always  occasioned  to  both  sides  by 
a  strike.  Tlie  object  will  be  to  prevent 
tlie  possibility  of  strikes  in  the  future,  as 
far  as  we  possibly  can.  There  will  be  no 
hann  whatever  in  inserting  the  words 
which  the  hon.  member  proposes.  It  is 
one  of  those  provisions  which  will  not  be 
exercised  until  the  voice  of  the  community’ 
demands  that  it  shall  be.  For  these  rea¬ 
sons  I  shall  cheerfully  support  the  amend¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  KlI^GSTON  :  The  hon.  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  asked  me  if  I  propose 
that  the  courts  of  arbitration  and  concilia¬ 
tion  should  have  power  to  decide  the  rate 
of  wages.  I  do  not  propose  anything  of 
the  sort,  for  I  do  not  propose  any  details  as 
regards  the  powers  which  should  be  con¬ 
ferred  upon  the  courts.  I  think  that  a 
question  of  the  sort  Sir  Samuel  Griffith 
asks  could  be  put  with  equal  force  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  rejection  of  many 
clauses  in  the  bill.  The  power  is  given,  for 
instance,  to  the  federal  parliament  to 
legislate  in  such  matters  as  marriage  and 
divorce.  Surely  the  hon.  member  might, 
with  the  same  propriety,  ask  in  wffiat  direc¬ 
tion  it  is  intended  by  those  responsible  for 
the  appearance  of  that  provision  in  the  bill 
that  legislation  on  those  subjects  should 
proceed.  That  matter  will  be  discussed, 
no  doubt,  and  decided  by  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  when  the  necessity  arises.  The 
simple  question  now  is  :  shall  the  federal 
parliament  have  power  to  deal  with  this 
question  ?  It  is  admitted  that  a  power  of 
this  kind  cannot  be  exercised  by  the  states. 
A  suggestion  is  made  that  the  subject  may 
be  referred  to  them  in  the  roundabout  way 
which  is  proposed  in  another  section  of  the 
bill.  Why  not,  if  we  recognise  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  doing  something,  give  tlie  absolute 
power  witliin  the  four  corners  of  the  bill 
—  a  power  Avhich,  of  course,  will  only  be 

3  D 


exercised  with  that  discretion  wdiich  the 
federal  parliament  will  naturally  be  sup¬ 
posed  to  possess,  and  which  will  not  be 
exercised  before  Australian  sentiment  is 
ripe  for  legislation  on  the  subject  ? 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  added  be  so  added — put.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  divided  : 


Ayes,  12;  noes,  25;  majority,  13. 
Ayes. 


Atkinson,  §ir  Harry 

Fysh,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Cockburn,  Dr. 

Munro,  ^Ir. 

Cuthliert,  Mr, 

Playford,  Mr. 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Russell,  Captain 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 

Baker,  Mr. 

Noes. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Barton,  Mr. 

Loton,  Mr. 

Bird,  Mr. 

Macdonald- Paterson  Mr 

Clark,  Mr. 

Mamiion,  Mr. 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

Mcllw'raith,  Sir  Thomas 

Douglas,  Mr.  Adye 

McMillan,  Mr. 

Downer,  Sir  John 

Moore,  Mr. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Rutledge,  Mr, 

Forrest,  Mr.  J. 

Suttor,  Mr. 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Thjmne,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Hackett,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Clause,  as  read, 

agreed  to. 

Clause  6.  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
the  two  last  preceding  sections,  or  of  any  law 
made  by  the  piirliament  of  the  commonwealth 
ill  pursuance  thereof,  the  Queen  may  in  any  case 
ill  which  the  public  interests  of  tlie  common¬ 
wealth,  or  of  any  state,  or  of  any  other  part  of 
the  Queen's  dominions,  are  concerned,  grant 
leave  to  appeal  to  herself  in  council  against  any 
judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Australia, 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  the  clause  be  amended  by  the  omission 
of  the  words  “in  which  the  public  interests  of 
the  commonwealth,  or  of  any  state,  or  of  any 
other  part  of  the  Queen’s  dominions  are  con¬ 
cerned  ”  be  omitted. 

Letting  the  clause  stand  generally,  that 
the  Queen  may  grant  leave  to  appeal.  I 
hope  this  Convention  wnll  not  mark  the 
inauguration  of  a  new  constitution  by 
cutting  us  oft'  from  the  riglit  of  appeal  to 
the  Queen  in  England.  I  believe  there  is 
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a  strong  and  wide  feeling  among  a  large 
portion  of  the  people  of  these  colonies  that 
they  would  not  like  to  have  that  power 
taken  away  from  them,  and  if  my  amend¬ 
ment  he  agreed  to  the  Privy  Council  would 
put  the  same  construction  upon  the  bill  as 
they  put  upon  a  similar  provision  in  the 
Canadian  act,  allowing  appeals  only  in 
special  cases.  That  is  the  desire  of  us  all. 
I  am  quite  willing  that  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  should  attach  any  conditions  as  re¬ 
gards  costs  that  may  be  desirable  to  prevent 
vexatious  litigation,  but  I  hope  the  Con¬ 
vention  will  not  mark  this  early  stage 
of  our  intended  inauguration  of  a  con¬ 
stitution  by  separating  this  part  of  the 
empire  from  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Queen,  making  it  the  only  part  of  her 
Majesty’s  dominions  in  that  position. 

Mr.  Playford:  Our  own  court  of 
appeal  will  be  a  court  of  appeal  to  the 
Queen.  It  will  be  the  Queen’s  court. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  Our  police  courts  are 
the  Queen’s  courts ;  but  we  are  talking  of 
an  appeal  to  the  Queen  as  the  head  of  the 
empire,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  this 
portion  of  her  Majesty’s  dominions  placed 
in  a  position  different  from  that  of  any 
other  part  of  the  empire,  rendering  our 
law  liable  to  the  uncertainty  necessarily 
attaching  to  such  a  course. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  think  the  proposal  to 
establish  an  appeal  court  within  these 
colonies  is  a  mistake,  as  far  as  the  suitors 
are  concerned,  and  that  the  proposal  is 
move  the  outcome  of  sentiment  than  of 
practical  necessity.  The  idea  has  been 
that  we  should  give  to  our  own  people — I 
was  about  to  u.se  the  word  “  subjects,”  but 
the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  for  that — an 
appeal  court  of  their  own,  and  that  we 
should  take  away  from  them  the  right  of 
appeal,  making  them  almost  foreign  sub¬ 
jects.  The  idea  exists  in  the  minds  of  cer¬ 
tain  gentlemen  that  it  will  cheapen  the 
cost  of  litigation  to  the  suitor,  if  we  have 
an  appeal  court  in  our  own  territory. 
[J/r.  Wrixon, 


Having  had  considerable  experience  in 
appeals  to  the  Privy  Council,  I  would  say 
that  it  is  cheaper  to  appeal  to  the  Privy 
Council,  to  have  a  thoroughly  unbia.ssed 
court,  a  court  in  wliich  the  highest  legal 
talent  of  the  empire  ought  to  be  available- 
for  the  hearing  of  cases,  than  it  would  be  to 
appeal  to  any  appellate  court  which  might 
be  established  here.  Of  course,  I  hold  that, 
as  British  subjects,  we  have  the  right  of 
appeal  to  the  Queen,  and  I,  therefore,  shall 
support  the  amendment  of  the  bon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Wrixon.  To  take  away  from  the 
people  of  this  country  the  right  of  appeal 
to  the  throne  is  to  commence  to  sap  the 
foundations  of  a  union  under  the  Crown^ 
the  principle  upon  which  our  federation  ie 
to  be  established.  If  we  are  to  be  under 
the  Crown  let  there  be  one  form  of  law, 
let  there  be  one  set  of  decisions  ruling  in 
every  part  of  the  empire.  If  we  are  to 
carry  out  what  evidently  some  gentlemen 
desire — I  do  not  say  that  I  am  among  the 
number — liaviiig  our  own  appeal  court,, 
we  should  have  to  practically  hoist  our 
own  flag,  and  we  should  then  have  our 
own  decisions  to  guide  all  the  courts  of  the 
colonies.  I  believe  a  majority  of  lion, 
members  who  support  the  proposal  go  for 
the  sentiment  of  the  thing  rather  than  for 
the  reality.  We  shall  have  certain  de¬ 
cisions  of  the  appellate  court  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  Australia — if  that  name  is 
to  be  adhered  to — and  certain  decisions  of 
the  Privy  Council  of  England  running  at  the 
same  time  within  the  same  empire.  There 
can  be  only  one  final  appellate  court  in  the 
empire,  andthatlbelieveshouldbethePrivy 
Council  of  England.  I  base  that  opinion  upon 
considerable  experience  of  the  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil  and  of  litigation  in  the  courts  of  this 
colony.  I  maintain  that  it  will  be  abso¬ 
lutely  cheaper  to  take  cases  to  the  Privy 
Council  and  settle  them  there  at  once,  with 
all  the  respect  due  to  that  great  court  of 
appeal,  than  to  establish  an  apj)ellate  court 
here. 


Adjournment. 
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Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  do  not  think 
the  question  of  expense  was  so  much  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  committee  as  the  question 
of  having  a  national  court.  It  was  the 
determination  to  settle  our  own  affairs 
amon<jst  ourselves  that  had  much  more  to 
do  with  tlie  question  than  the  incident  of 
expense,  which  we  thought  would  probably 
be  lessened,  altliougli  for  the  purposes  of 
this  discussion  I  will  assume  that  it  will  be 
substantially  the  same.  The  chief  reason 
which  actuated  the  committee  in  coming  to 
this  conclusion  was  that  we  believed  we  had 
reached  a  stage  of  national  life  in  Australia 
in  which  we  were  fairly  competent  to  manage 
our  own  concerns,  not  merely  [)olitical  but 
judicial  as  well.  Whilst  we  agreed  to  fol¬ 
low  the  course  which  Canada  pursued  and 
to  allow  appeals,  the  words  were  general 
in  that  case,  but  they  have  had  a  limit 
placed  upon  them  by  the  Privy  Council  in 
their  decisions.  We  thought  it  would  be 
well  to  follow  the  course  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  in  Canada,  adding  the  limitations 
w'hich  judicial  decisions  have  imposed  upon 
the  more  geneml  words.  Therefore,  we 
are  not  going  beyond  what  has  been  done 
before.  Although  many  of  us  may  think 
we  are  doing  less  than  we  are  disposed  to 
do  oui'selves,  at  all  events  there  will  be 
few  of  us  who  will  not  consider  ’we  ought 
to  have  gone  at  least  as  far  as  we  have 
gone  in  the  bill. 

Question — That  the  w'ords  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  bill — put. 
The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  19;  noes,  17 ;  majonty,  2. 
Ayes. 


barton,  Mr. 

Bird,  Mr. 

Clark,  Mr. 
Cockbiirn,  Dr. 
Deakin,  Mr. 
Donaldson,  Mr. 
Downer,  Sir  John 
Fysh,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 
Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 


Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 
Kingston,  Mr. 
Mcllwraith,  Sir  Thomas 
McMillan,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 
Play  ford,  Mr. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 
Thyniie,  Mr. 


Noes. 


Atkinson,  Sir  Hairy 
Baker,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 
Cuthbert,  Mr. 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Douglas,  ^Ir.  Adye 
Fitzgerald,  ^Ir. 
Forrest,  Mr.  A. 
Forrest,  Mr.  J. 


Gillies,  Mr. 
Loton,  Mr. 
Marmion,Mr. 
Moore,  Mr. 
Munro,  Mr. 
Russell,  Captain 
Suitor,  Mr. 
Wrixon,  Mr. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative 


Clause,  as  read,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  verbally  amended  and  agreed  to. 


Clause  8  (Original  jurisdiction.  Additional 
original  jurisdiction  may  be  conferred). 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  There  is 
a  mistake  in  this  clause,  which  does  not 
express  the  intention  of  the  drafting  com¬ 
mittee  or  of  the  other  committea  The  last 
two  lines — 

The  parliament  may  confer  original  jurisdic¬ 
tion  on  the  supreme  court  of  Australia  in  such 
other  cases  as  it  thinks  fit — 

read  much  more  widely  than  was  intended. 
They  were  intended  to  be  read  in  connection 
w’ith  the  list  in  the  preceding  section.  Of 
course  within  that  list  it  is  quite  right. 
There  is  no  reason  wliy  the  supreme  court 
should  not  have  original  jurisdiction  in 
them  if  parliament  agrees  to  give  it. 

Mr.  Wrixox  :  Concurrently  with  the 
other  courts  ] 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Yes.  I 
move  that  the  last  paragraph  be  amended 
to  read  as  follows  : — 

The  parliament  may  confer  original  jurisdic¬ 
tion  on  the  supi-eme  court  of  Australia  in  such 
other  of  the  cases  enumerated  in  the  last  preced¬ 
ing  section  as  it  thinks  fit. 

Amendment  agreed  to ;  clause,  as. 
amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  (Number  of  judges)  verbally 
amended  and  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  McMillan)  proposed  : 
That  the  Convention  do  now  adjourn. 


7SS  Commonwealth  of 

'Mr,  BARTON  :  Perhaps  I  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  »to  explain  that  I  wius  unavoidably 
absent  hen  clause  55  of  chapter  i  was 
dealt  with  this  afternoon.  If  it  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  me  to  say  so  I  very  much  regret 
that  I  w’as  not  present  as,  liaving  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  labours  of  the  Constitutional 
Committee,  and  having  also,  I  may  fairly 
say,  had  some  share  in  the  drafting  of  the 
bill,  I  do  not  like  it  to  be  supposed  that 
I  was  deliberately  absent  on  that  occasion. 
I  wish  to  say,  therefore,  not  being  entitled 
by  order  to  give  my  reasons,  that  I  should 
most  deliberately  have  supported  the  clause 
as  it  stands  in  the  bill  had  I  been  present. 

Mr.  ABBOTT  :  I  beg  to  ask  you,  sir, 
and  the  Convention,  to  excuse  me  from 
attendance  to-morrow.  1  have  very  im¬ 
portant  business  to  attend  to,  and  I  hope 
that  some  other  member  of  the  Convention 
will  take  my  place  to-morrow.  If  it  should 
not  be  convenient  for  any  hon.  member  to 
do  that,  I  will  put  aside  my  engagements, 
although  they  are  very  important,  and  be 
here  to  act  as  Chairman  of  Committees.  I 
would  ask  some  hon.  member  to  take  my 
place  to-morrow. 

Hox.  Members  :  Mr.  Barton  ! 

Mr.  BARTON  :  We  shall  no  doubt  find 
a  gentleman  who  will  gladly  occupy  the 
hon.  member's  place,  but  it  wdll  be  very 
much  better  not  to  decide  anything  tc-night 
We  all  have  our  engagements ;  but  I,  for 
one,  should  be  happy  to  bear  my  part,  and 
I  am  sure  that  Sir  J ohn  Bray  will  bear  his, 
and  there  are  other  gentlemen  of  experience 
in  the  chair  who  will  also  be  available. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Convention  acljounied  67  p.ni. 

TUESDAY,  7  APRIL,  1891, 

Chairman  of  Coniinittees — Personal  Explanation — 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  1 1  a.m. 


Australia  Bill, 

CHAIRMAN  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  President  :  It  has  been  intimated 
to  me  that  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
will  not  be  here  to  preside  in  Committee 
to-day,  and  I  understand  that  the  Hon. 
W.  Moore,  the  President  of  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council  of  Tasmania,  is  willing  to 
take  the  chair  for  this  day  only.  Perhaps 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Barton,  will  move 
that  the  hon.  member,  Air.  Aloore,  take 
the  chair  in  Committee  for  this  day  only. 

Motion  (by  Mr,  Barton)  agreed  to  : 

That  the  Hon.  W.  Moore  take  tlie  chair  iu 
Committee  for  this  day  only. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Before  the  orders 
of  the  day  are  called  on,  I  wish  to  make 
a  personal  explanation.  Y^esterday,  when 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  member,  Air.  Kings¬ 
ton,  as  to  courts  of  conciliation  came  on,  I 
was  called  out  of  the  House  to  sign  an  im¬ 
portant  law  paper.  I  hurried  back  as  soon 
as  I  could,  but  I  w’as  unable  to  vote  on  the 
question.  Had  I  been  present,  however, 
I  should  have  voted  wuth  the  ayes. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA  BILL. 

Li  Committee  (consideration  resumed  from 
6th  April)  .* 

CHAPTER  IV.— FFNANCE  AND  TRADE. 

Clause  .3.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
treasury  of  the  commonwealth,  except  under 
appropriations  made  by  law. 

Air.  THY'NNE  :  AVhen  we  were  discus¬ 
sing  the  clause  relating  to  the  powers  of 
the  federal  parliament,  I  called  attention 
to  the  very  great  power  that  was  given  to 
borrow  money  without  any  practical  re¬ 
striction,  and  I  then  proposed  an  amend¬ 
ment  which  would  have  the  effect  of  re¬ 
stricting  the  powers  of  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  approiulation  of  money  abso¬ 
lutely  to  the  purposes  authorised  hy  this 
constitution.  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  however, 

I  withdrew  that  amendment,  with  a  view 
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to  having  it  introduced  in  this  part  of  the 
bill.  I  therefore  move  : 

Tliat  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
clause  : — '‘and  for  i^urposes  authorised  by  this 
constitution.’^ 

]Mr.  MUNPtO  :  I  think  the  members  of 
the  Committee  will  require  a  little  more 
explanation  before  tliey  adopt  an  amend¬ 
ment  of  this  kind.  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  amendment  means  that,  when 
making  up  the  estimates  for  the  year,  it 
will  be  nece.ssary  for  the  trea.su rer  of  the 
commonwealth  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown  as  to  whether 
every  item  does  or  does  not  come  within 
the  con.stitution  ?  If  that  is  what  is  pro- 
po.sed,  I  think  the  amendment  will  be  a  most 
dangerous  one.  If  that  is  what  will  have 
to  be  done,  there  is  no  knowing  where  the 
matter  will  end.  ^ly  opinion  always  has 
been  that  w'e  have  quite  enough  to  do  with 
lawyers  as  it  is,  without  throwing  new 
business  into  their  hands.  We  ought  to 
allow  the  executive  of  the  commonwealth 
to  exercise  their  own  judgment  as  to  the 
moneys  to  be  dealt  wdth  and  appropriated 
in  the  ordinary  way  ;  but,  if  they  have  to 
consult  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  upon 
every  item,  the  result  will  be  an  intermin¬ 
able  difficulty,  which  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  get  over. 

Mr.  TIIYNNE  :  In  answ'er  to  the  hon. 
member,  !Mr.  Munro,  I  might  say  tliat  the 
object  of  tlie  amendment  is  to  emphasise 
the  strict  lines  which  ought  to  exist  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  .splieres  of  duty  of  the  two 
separate  parliaments  which  have  force  in 
these  colonies,  and  that  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  should  be  required  to  restrict  itself 
to  tho.se  subjects  with  which  it  is  intended 
by  the  constitution  it  should  deal,  and  that 
it  should  not  be  at  liberty  to  trench  upon 
the  functions  which  are  reserved  to  the 
several  states  by  the  expenditure  of  money 
which  is  not  contemplated  in  the  objects 
of  the  constitution.  I  think  that  this  is  a 
very  necessary  provision,  and  it  is  w’ell 


that  we  should  have  it  clearly  under¬ 
stood  that  the  constitution  which  we  are 
now  preparing  is  not  to  be  an  all  ab.sorbing 
one,  which  will  wipe  out,  by  slow  or  rapid 
degrees,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  whole  of 
the  functions  of  the  local  parliaments. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  This  .sub¬ 
ject  has  received  a  good  deal  of  attention 
from  me  at  different  times  within  the  last 
few  months.  I  was  under  the  same  im¬ 
pression  as  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Thynne, 
for  a  long  time.  I  heard  a  little  discus¬ 
sion  about  it  here  the  other  day  ;  it  was 
discussed  a  great  deal  in  committee,  and 
the  result  is  that  I  have  come  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  this  provision  is  not  neces.sary. 
Whether  other  hon.  members  have  come 
to  that  conclusion  I  do  not  know.  I  have, 
however,  been  thinking  about  the  matter 
for  several  months.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  words  in  the  1st  clause  of  the  chapter — 

shall  form  one  consolidated  revenue  fund — 

,  .  ,  .  ,  .  this  constitution. 

contain  all  the  limitations  we  can  really 
insert,  however  many  words  we  may  use 
to  express  them. 

Amendment  negatived;  clauseagreed  to. 

Clause  4.  Tbe  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  shall  have  the  sols  power  and  autho¬ 
rity,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  constitu¬ 
tion,  to  impose  customs  duties,  and  duties  of 
excise  upon  goods  for  the  time-being  the  sub-  5 
jeci  of  customs  duties,  and  to  gi*ant  bounties 
upon  the  production  or  export  of  goods. 

But  this  exclusive  power  shall  not  come 
into  force  until  uniform  duties  of  customs 
have  been  imposed  by  the  parliament  of  the  10 
commonwealth. 

Upon  the  imposition  of  uniform  duties  of 
customs  by  the  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  all  laws  of  the  several  states  imposing 
duties  of  custoinsor  dutiesof  excise  upon  goods  15 
the  subject  of  customs  duties,  and  all  such  laws 
offering  bounties  upon  the  production  or  ex¬ 
port  of  goods,  shall  cease  to  have  effect. 

The  control  and  collection  of  duties  of  cus¬ 
toms  and  excise  and  the  payment  of  bounties  *20 
shall  nevertheless  pass  to  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment  of  tlio  commonwealth  upon  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  commonwealth. 


790 


Commonwealth  of  [7  April,  189 l.J 


Australia  Bill, 


Colonel  SMITH  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  framei-s  of  the  bill  how  they  propose 
to  meet  the  difficulty  which  arises  in  the 
3rd  paragraph,  which  states  that,  upon 
the  imposition  of  uniform  duties  there 
shall  he  free-trade  amongst  the  colonies  ? 
I  think  some  time  should  be  fixed  after 
the  imposition  of  the  duties,  because  it 
will  probably  take  something  like  twelve 
months  for  those  duties  to  be  brought  into 
efiect,  and  it  may  happen  that  the  mer¬ 
chants,  especially  of  some  of  the  colonies, 
may  import  goods  in  very  large  quantities, 
and  virtually  swamp  the  market  for  some¬ 
thing  like  two  years.  It  would  be  much 
wiser  if  some  limit  were  fixed,  after  the 
imposition  of  the  duties,  before  free-trade 
can  come  into  operation  amongst  the  dif¬ 
ferent  colonies.  Otherwise  we  may  have 
one  colony  swamping  the  othei*s  by  rush¬ 
ing  goods  into  their  markets  to  the  injury 
of  the  existing  manufacturers.  I  would  sug¬ 
gest  to  thehon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
to  allow  the  word  “  TJpon,’^  in  the  first  line 
of  the  3rd  paragraph  to  be  struck  out, 
and  that  the  words  “twelve  months  after,” 
be  inserted  in  its  place.  By  this  means 
free-trade  will  not  come  into  existence  for 
twelve  months,  and  the  stocks  which  have 
been  taken  in  hand  with  the  view  of  swamp¬ 
ing  the  various  local  markets  will  he  sorae- 
wffiat  exhausted.  With  the  view  of  testing 
the  feeling  of  the  Committee,  I  move  : 

That  in  line  12  the  word  “Upon  ”  he  omitted 
w'ith  a  view  to  the  insertion  of  the  words 
“  Twelve  months  after.” 

Mr.  iVIUNRO  :  This  question  was  very 
fully  discussed  by  the  Finance  Committee, 
and  I  confess  that  I  arrived  at  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  the  effect  would  he  exactly  the 
reverse  of  what  my  lion,  friend  proposes. 
I  will  point  out  to  him  how  it  would  be 
the  reverse.  When  the  new  parliament 
meets,  and  makes  arrangements  for  im¬ 
posing  customs  duties,  the  day  and  hour 
upon  whicii  they  will  come  into  operation 
will  only  be  known  to  th^*  executive,  and 


they  will  bring  them  into  effect  suddenly. 
There  will,  therefore,  be  no  time  for  piling 
up  large  quantities  of  goods  in  the  manner 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  men)ber.  The  hon. 
member  will  see  what  would  happen  on  the 
other  hand.  Supposing  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  comes  into  operation  on  tlie  1st  Janu¬ 
ary  of  any  year,  and  you  fix  that  this  part 
of  the  law  shall  only  come  into  operation 
twelve  months  afterwards.  In  that  event, 
up  to  the  31st  December,  all  tliat  possibly 
could  be  piled  up  would  be  piled  up,  be¬ 
cause  the  importers  would  know  the  exact 
day  upon  which  they  would  be  shut  out ; 
whereas,  under  the  other  arrangement, 
they  would  he  in  doubt,  and  would  not 
know  exactly - 

Colonel  Smith  :  But  for  twelve  months 
they  could  not  send  their  goods  across  the 
border  without  paying  duty.  That  is  my 
point ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  The  hon.  member  must 
see  that  if  the  new  duties  come  into  effect 
twelve  months  after  their  imposition  a  time 
is  fixed,  and  that  would  be  an  indication  as 
to  when  they  could  send  the  goods  in. 

Colonel  Smith  :  I  do  nob  see  the  point 
at  all ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  The  hon.  member  must 
see  the  point  when  otliers  see  it ;  and 
when  those  who  have  had  to  feel  the 
effect  of  it  in  former  times  also  see  it. 
The  hon.  member  will  remember  what  did 
happen  in  Victoria  when  a  similar  thing 
w^as  proposed.  It  was  proposed  in  one 
session  of  parliament  to  alter  the  law  with 
regard  to  certain  goods,  and  the  tariff 
failed  that  session  ;  but  a  bint  w-as  given 
to  the  public  as  to  what  the  tariff  was 
likely  to  be,  and  the  result  was  that  free 
goods  were  brought  into  the  colony  to 
swamp  the  market  for  the  next  two  years. 
Tlie  proposal  of  tlie  hon.  member  would 
act  in  that  direction,  for  a  date  would  be 
fixed  on  which  the  tariff  would  come  into 
operation,  and  the  result  would  be  that 
people  would  be  piling  in  goods  until  that 
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day,  whereas  svlien  tlie  date  is  in  doubt 
they  cannot  do  it  to  the  same  extent.  The 
hon.  member  and  everybody  else  must 
know  that  those  smart  enough  will  take 
advantage  of  changes  and  be  prepared  to 
make  the  most  profit  they  can  make  out 
of  them ;  but  they  cannot  take  the  same  ad¬ 
vantage  when  the  time  is  in  doubt  as  when 
it  is  fixed. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  do  not  think  that 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro,  sees  the 
■drift  of  the  arguments,  neither  do  I,  my¬ 
self,  agree  with  the  hon.  member.  Colonel 
Smith  ;  but  if  the  hon.  member.  Colonel 
Smith,  wants  to  carry  out  his  ideas,  he  will 
have  to  make  his  amendment  a  little  differ¬ 
ent,  because  it  would  create  an  absurdity. 
He  says,  ‘‘One  year  after  the  impo.sition 
of  uniform  custom  duties  by  the  federal 
parliament,”  but  the  moment  the  federal 
parliament  imposo.s  uniform  duties,  they 
must  come  into  operation ;  therefore,  the 
hon.  member,  if  he  wishes  to  give  a  breath¬ 
ing  time  of  twel  ve  months,  will  certainly  have 
to  alter  the  clause  a  little  more  thoroughly 
tlian  by  the  insertion  of  the  words  “twelve 
months.”  Whilst  I  am  on  my  feet  I  may 
say  from  practical  experience  that  I  do 
not  care  when  a  tariff  comes  into  opera¬ 
tion.  It  makes  very  little  difference ; 
people  will  go  on  trading  very  much  as 
before  ;  and  as  long  as  there  is  an  inter¬ 
val  of  doubt  with  regard  to  future  duties 
to  be  imposed,  men  will  generally  take 
their  cue  from  the  debates  of  a  parliament, 
such  as  the  federal  parliament  that  will 
be  created  then,  and  will  act  accordingly. 
When  once  the  parliament  has  decided  on 
^  uniform  tariff,  1  am  perfectly  certain, 
from  a  commercial  ])oint  of  view,  the 
sooner  it  comes  into  operation  the  better. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  think  the  sug¬ 
gestion  made  by  the  hon.  member,  Colonel 
iSmith,  is  worthy  of  a  little  consideration, 
although  I  c^inot  support  the  amendment 
in  the  w'ay  in  which  he  proposes  it.  It 
iippears  to  me  that  w'e  might  provide  that 


on  a  date  to  be  fixed  by  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  the  intercolonial  duties  should 
cease.  I  do  not  think  that  we  sliould  fix 
twelve  month.s;  but  on  the  other  hand,  is 
it  right  to  absolutely  say  to  the  federal 
parliauient,  “  Immediately  you  impose  cus¬ 
toms  duties  the  customs  duties  of  the 
several  colonies  shall  cea-se”*? 

]VIr.  Gillies  :  You  do  not  want  two  sets 
of  customs  duties  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  admit  that.  But 
the  point  to  which  the  hon,  member, 
Colonel  Smith,  refers  is,  that  if  we  had 
free-trade  to-morrow  we  should  have  goods 
in  one  colony  wdiich  had  been  imported 
free  of  duty  competing  with  goods  in 
another  colony  upon  which  duties  had 
been  paid ;  and  the  amendment  to  some 
extent  removes  the  inequality. 

Mr.  Munro  :  How  can  we  do  it  ? 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  ;  The  question  is, 
whether  we  should  leave  the  federal  par¬ 
liament  to  see  if  they  are  able  to  do  it,  or 
say  to  them,  “  You  shall  have  no  discre¬ 
tion  in  the  matter ;  but  immediately  you 
make  these  uniform  customs  duties,  all 
other  customs  duties  on  goods  shall  cease 
to  have  effect.”  I  think  it  will  be  desir¬ 
able  to  give  the  federal  parliament  a  little 
power  in  this  matter.  It  may  be,  and  I 
think  it  would  be,  true  that  it  would  be 
found  that  you  could  not  have  two  cus¬ 
toms  tariffs  in  force  at  the  same  time,  and 
the  result  would  be  tliat  immediately  a 
uniform  tarifl'  came  into  operation  free- 
ti-ade  might  exist  between  the  colonies. 
But  is  it  necessary  to  tie  the  hands  of  the 
federal  parliament  in  the  way  proposed  in 
the  clause  1  I  think  it  is  not  necessary  ; 
and  I  ask  the  hon.  member,  Colonel  Smith, 
not  to  press  his  amendment,  but  to  sub¬ 
stitute  one  saying  that  u|K)ii  a  date  to  be 
fixed  by  the  federal  parliament,  and  after 
the  imposition  of  uniform  duties,  all  other 
customs  duties  shall  cease,  so  as  to  give 
the  federal  parliament  time  to  postpone 
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intercolonial  free-trade  for  a  few  months 
if  they  tliiiik  fit  to  do  so. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  clause  as  it 
stands  contains  all  that  the  hon.  meinher, 
Sir  Joliii  Bray,  desires  ! 

Mr.  LOTON  :  It  appears  to  me  that 
uniform  duties,  when  they  are  imposed  by 
tlie  federal  government,  will  mean  uniform 
duties,  not  as  between  tlie  various  states, 
but  as  against  the  outside  world — the 
customs  duties  existing  at  the  time,  as 
betw'een  the  different  states,  will  come  to 
an  end.  The  point  put  by  the  lion,  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  John  Bray,  was  this  :  he  said  that 
if  the  uniform  duties  were  to  come  into 
operation  at  once  it  w'ould  enable  the  free- 
trade  colonies  to  have  an  ad  vantage  over  the 
others.  But  if  six  months  further  time  is 
to  be  given  after  the  uniform  duties  are  im¬ 
posed,  the  position  would  be  this  :  Suppos¬ 
ing,  under  theuniform  duties,  the  tariff  was 
25  per  cent,  where  it  is  only  10  or  15  per 
cent,  now,  what  position  ^vould  a  free-trade 
colony  be  in,  where  there  are  no  duties  at 
all  ?  As  the  matter  is  proposed  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Jolin  Bray, 
the  people  there  would  still  be  able  to  im¬ 
port  for  six  months  free  of  duty,  while  the 
people  in  the  other  colonies  would  have  to 
go  on  paying  the  protective  duties  which 
they  have  imposed  at  the  present  time,  and 
the  position  in  New  South  Wales,  or  any 
other  free-trade  colony,  at  the  end  of  the 
six  months  would  simply  be  that  people 
would  havepiled  up  as  many  million  pounds’ 
worth  of  undamageable  goods  as  possible, 
would  hold  those  goods  in  hand  at  the  end 
of  the  six  months,  and  would  have  paid  no 
duty  at  all  on  them;  whereas  the  people  in 
the  other  colonies  would  liave  had  to  con¬ 
tinue  paying  the  protective  duty  tliat  they 
have  at  the  present  time.  To  my  mind, 
speaking  as  a  commercial  man,  whenever 
these  uniform  duties  are  imposed,  they 

must  come  into  operation  at  once _ the 

public  should  have  no  opportunity  at  all 
of  taking  advantage  of  the  situation. 

[6'iV  John  Bray, 


Mr.  l)ONAU)SON :  One  matter  that 
has  been  lost  siglit  of  in  the  discussion  will 
be  in  tlie  minds  of  all  hon.  members  who 
have  been  in  governments.  Where  a  re¬ 
duction  of  duties  is  made,  it  is  usual  that 
tlie  new  duties  shall  come  into  operation 
at  a  certain  time,  as  it  would  be  ratlicr 
unfair  on  a  holder  of  goods  who  has  paid 
high  duties  upon  them  that  competition 
should  go  against  him  the  day  after  the 
passing  of  the  new  tariff.  I  tliink  that  is 
the  point  which  the  hon.  member,  Colonel 
Smith,  has  tried  to  provide  against ;  but 
ill  endeav  ouring  to  do  that  he  is  placing 
a  tremendous  restriction  on  trade  if  his 
amendment  is  carried,  that  twelve  months 
shall  elapse  before  free-trade  shall  take 
place  between  the  various  colonies.  No 
doubt  some  of  the  colonies  that  levy  much 
lower  customs  duties  than  others  wmuld 
have  an  immense  advantage  after  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  a  uniform  tariff,  inasmuch  as  they 
would  be  able  to  send  their  goods  to  colo¬ 
nies  w'here  higher  duties  have  been  im¬ 
posed,  and  undersell  the  persons  who  had 
imported  there.  Whilst  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  amendment  in  the  ^vay  it  is  pro¬ 
posed,  I  at  the  same  time  agree  that  the 
federal  parliament,  in  passing  a  tariff  bill, 
should  make  the  same  provision  as  is  made 
by  all  other  jiarliaments,  namely,  that 
where  reductions  take  place  the  new’  duties 
should  not  come  into  operation  till  after  a 
certain  time,  whereas  the  increases  should 
be  made  immediately.  I  do  not  wish  to 
fetter  the  hands  of  the  federal  parliament 
too  much.  They  should  be  the  best  judges 
of  their  own  matters,  and  I  think  we  should 
have  sufficient  confidence  in  them  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  would  act  fairly  and  justly 
to  the  whole  community.  Therefore,  the 
bill  as  it  stands,  in  my  opinion,  is  much 
better  than  the  amendment  of  my  hon. 
friend. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  The  discussion  has 
drifted  upon  two  apparently  different  lines, 
and  the  question  answ’ered  liy  my  colleague, 
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Mr.  Munro,  is  one  of  quite  a  different 
nature  from  that  which  the  lion,  member, 
Colonel  Sinitli,  intended  to  bring  before 
the  Committee.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
whether  you  should  frame  a  tariff,  and 
having  framed  it,  publish  it  to  the  world, 
and  postpone  its  coming  into  operation  for 
a  given  time. 

j\Ir.  Mcnro  :  That  is  what  I  meant ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Exactly.  Because  that 
would  be  simply  to  invite  the  importers 
to  flood  the  country  with  all  the  goods 
upon  which  it  was  intended  to  impose 
high  duties.  Such  a  proposal  as  that 
would  not  be  listened  to  for  a  moment  by 
any  body  of  sensible  men.  But  is  it  not 
certain  that  the  manufacturing  interests 
of  the  whole  of  Australia  will  be  subject 
to  an  enormous  stress  of  competition  even 
without  the  publication  of  that  tariff? 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  until  the  federal 
government  brings  down  its  proposals  no 
business  man  will  be  able  to  say  upon 
what  goods  duties  will  be  imposed,  or  to 
what  extent  they  will  be  imposed.  But 
does  it  require  any  such  indication  as 
that  to  put  commercial  men  on  the  qid 
vive  I  Will  not  the  fact  that  probably 
protection  and  free-trade  will  be  submitted 
to  tlie  country  by  rival  leaders  and  by 
candidates  in  all  the  constituencies  be 
the  first  Avarning?  Will  not  the  return 
of  the  parliament  with  a  majority  of 
its  members  known  to  hold  a  certain 
opinion  bo  another  indication  ?  And  will 
not  the  importers  of  all  the  colonies  if  they 
see  that  a  protectionist  majority  is  being 
returned  to  tlie  federal  parliament,  at  once 
take  steps  to  fill  their  warehouses  to  the 
brim  ? 

j\rr.  Diims  :  No  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  ;  Of  course  they  will, 
and  the  fact  is  that  under  these  circum¬ 
stances  the  influx  of  goods  will  bo  to 
that  colony  which  imposes  the  lowest 
duties,  especially  to  a  colony  wdiicJi  prac¬ 
tically  imposes  no  duties.  To  this  it  may 


be  replied,  and  not  unfairly,  that  although 
the  ports  of  that  colony  are  open,  they 
will  be  as  much  open  to  the  merchants 
resident  in  the  other  colonies  as  to  the 
merchants  in  that  particular  colony.  So 
that  it  is  not  a  question  of  the  importers 
of  New  South  Wales  against  all  the  rest 
of  the  continent ;  it  is  a  question  of  all 
the  importers  of  all  the  colonies  making 
use  of  New  South  Wales  or  any  other 
colony  in  which  duties  are  low  to  intro¬ 
duce  large  quantities  of  goods  with  the 
view  of  having  them  on  hand  at  the  time 
when  protectionist  duties  are  imposed  and 
then  selling  them  at  a  large  advance. 
That  is  the  danger  to  be  guarded  against. 
That  is  the  very  real  and  very  substantial 
danger  which  the  hon.  member.  Colonel 
Smith,  had  in  his  mind, and  which  hedesired 
to  meet  by  his  amendment.  It  appears  to 
me,  however,  that  the  amendment  will  not 
meet  it,  and  I  say  with  some  reluctance, 
that  at  the  present  time  I  do  not  see  any 
amendment  which  can  meet  it,  because,  if 
you  consider  it  for  a  moment,  it  implies 
the  imposition  of  two  tariffs.  If  it  is  de¬ 
sired  to  have  a  uniform  tariff  established, 
and  yet  at  the  same  time  to  maintain  the 
intercolonial  tariffs  for  a  given  time  after¬ 
wards,  you  have  two  tariffs  maintained 
in  each  colony.  Surely  that  is  an  impos¬ 
sibility  ?  Under  which  tariff  are  goods 
which  present  themselves  for  admission, 
either  at  the  border  or  at  the  seaboard,  to 
pay  duty  ?  It  is  clearly  impossible  to 
have  two  tariffs  in  operation,  one  for  the 
protection  of  our  industries  as  against  the 
importations  of  a  neighbouring  colony  with 
lower  duties,  and  the  other  against  the 
outside  world.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  think  we  have  no  resource,  unless  it  be 
to  adopt  some  amendment  which  may  give 
the  federal  legislature  a  wider  latitude  of 
choice  than  the  clause  appears  to  present. 
The  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  GrifHth, 
considers  that  the  hands  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  parliament  ere  not  tied  by  the 
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clause.  That  is  perfectly  true  as  regards 
either  the  framing  of  the  tariff,  or  the 
(late  on  which  it  shall  come  into  opera¬ 
tion.  But  there  is  no  indication  of  any 
further  power  being  given  to  them,  if  it  can 
be  given — and  I  consider  that  is  a  matter 
of  gi'ave  doubt.  But  the  point  of  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  John  Bray,  is  surely  worthy 
of  great  consideration  in  view  of  the 
grave  importance  of  the  issue  as  to  whether 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  add  words 
to  the  clause,  indicating  that  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  endow  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  with  every  liberty  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  this  question  so  as  to  be  just  to 
the  several  states.  What  we  de.sire  to 
do  is,  knowing  that  there  must  be  some¬ 
thing  like  a  commercial  revolution  when  a 
uniform  tariff  is  imposed  throughout  Aus¬ 
tralia,  to  render  that  revolution  as  easy  of 
acceptance  and  assimilation  as  possible  by 
the  industries  of  the  various  colonies — not 
to  expose  those  wdio  have  invested  their 
capital  in  manufactures  to  any  greater 
shock  than  may  be  absolutely  essential. 
This  risk  is  not  peculiar  to  Victoria — it 
pertains  to  every  colony  in  the  group 
w'hich  possesses  any  duties,  and  under 
which  industries  have  grown  up.  Is  it  not 
possible,  I  would  ask  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith — to  introduce  some 
w^ds  to  indicate  that  this  Convention 
contemplated  the  commonwealth  parlia¬ 
ment  taking  into  consideration  all  the  cir- 
cum3tance.s  of  the  case,  when  imposing 
a  uniform  tariff,  of  which,  of  course, 
it  could  give  no  w'arning  without  in¬ 
creasing  the  danger?  It  should  be  indi* 
cated  that  power  is  given  to  devise  any 
expedient,  if  expedient  be  possible,  to 
mitigate  this  temporary  industrial  crisis 
w'liich  must  occur  w'hen  a  uniform  tariff 
is  imposed  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GllIFFITH  :  I  should 
like  to  know  wliat  the  hon.  member  is 
<lriving  at  a  little  more  in  detail  before  I 
answer  his  question. 

[d/r.  Dtakiii, 


Mr.  PLAYFOBD  :  There  is  only  one 
point  on  which  I  should  like  some  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  lion,  member.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith.  This  clause  says  the  exclusive 
power  of  levying  duties  of  cu.stoms  and 
excise  shall  not  come  into  force  until  uni¬ 
form  duties  of  customs  have  been  imposed 
by  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth. 
Now,  we  cannot  wait  for  them.  Directly 
the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  an¬ 
nounces  to  the  federal  parliament  his  tariff 
it  will  be  at  once  telegi-aphed  to  the  various 
colonies,  and  the  duties  wdll  be  collected 
on  that  basis.  The  only  point,  therefore, 
is,  will  these  words  cover  that  case?  It 
will  be  seen  at  a  glance  tliat,  unless  the 
duties  are  at  once  collected,  the  importers 
wdll  be  clearing  goods  under  the  old  tariff 
w’herever  it  suits  them,  all  through  the 
commonwealth.  Will  these  words,  I  ask, 
give  powder  to  the  treasurer  of  the  common- 
w’ealth  to  instruct  tlie  various  customs 
officers  throughout  the  commonwealth  to 
collect  the  duties  which  he  has  presented 
to  tlie  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  to 
consider  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 
member  no  doubt  is  aware  that,  although 
that  is  done  in  the  case  of  every  new  tariff 
proposed,  it  is  done  contrary  to  law,  and 
the  parliament  afterwards  indemnifies  the 
treasurer.  The  only  way  is  to  give  the 
tariff  a  retrospective  effect.  The  tariff  w'ill 
come  into  operation  in  the  same  way  as 
tariffs  do  now.  I  doubt  myself,  however, 
very  much  whether  in  the  case  of  the  first 
tariff  it  wdll  be  so.  I  doubt  whether  parlia¬ 
ment  itself  would  think  it  desirable  that  it 
should  be  retrospective  in  its  effect.  That, 
however,  is  a  matter  for  them  to  determine. 

Mr.  Playford  :  They  will  lose  revenue 
if  they  do  not  most  fearfully  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES :  In  the  event  of  a  pro¬ 
posal  on  tlie  part  of  the  treasurer  to  in¬ 
crease  the  duties,  the  increased  duties  will 
bo  collected,  and  in  the  case  of  a  proposal 
to  decrease  the  duties  a  bond  wdll  be  taken, 
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as  is  usual  in  all  the  colonies,  so  that  in 
every  individual  case  where  a  duty  is  in¬ 
creased  in  a  particular  state,  and  left  as  it 
is  in  another  state,  the  increase  in  that 
particular  state  will  be  collected  from  the 
time  the  treasurer  announces  his  proposals. 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  That  is  the  prac¬ 
tice;  but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  we  shall 
then  be  dealing  with  one  tariff,  although 
previously  we  had  four  or  five  tariffs. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Oh,  no  ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON  :  Yes  ;  the  tariffs 
of  the  various  colonies. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Only  one  new  tariff*! 

Mr.  DONALDSON:  There  has  not 
been  much  difficulty  in  the  past  where  only 
one  tariff*  was  being  altered ;  but  here  is 
a  new  tariff*  coming  into  operation  to  take 
the  place  of  all  the  tariff's  in  existence  at 
the  present  time.  I  say  there  will  be  very 
great  difficulty  in  the  case.  Of  course 
where  the  proposal  is  to  reduce  the  duties 
the  revenue  will  be  collected  on  the  lower 
rate,  and  a  bond  given  in  the  case  of  the 
bill  not  being  passed.  But  there  are  a 
great  many  inequalities  about  this.  The 
more  you  look  into  it  the  greater  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  present  themselve.s.  If  we 
were  to  put  restrictions  in  at  the  present 
time,  I  fear  they  would  act  adversely  as 
far  as  the  federal  parliament  is  concerned. 

Mr.  Munro  :  The  federal  parliament 
will  be  able  to  manage  it ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  The  hon.  member.  Colonel 
Smith,  sees  a  difficulty,  but  has  not  sug¬ 
gested  a  remedy  to  meet  the  case.  We 
all  know  that  the  commercial  element  in 
the  whole  of  these  colonies  is  particularly 
keen.  Commercial  men  are  in  the  habit 
of  keeping  their  eye  to  windward,  in  view 
of  any  possible  change  in  the  tariff*.  As  the 
present  Colonial  Treasurer  of  New  South 
Wales  knows,  when  any  alteration  in  the 
tariff'  is  pending,  his  shadow  is  haunted 
by  a  variety  of  commercial  men  who  en¬ 
deavour  to  glean  from  him  the  direction 
the  change  will  take.  I,  myself,  have 
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known  of  large  fortunes  being  made  in 
New  South  Wales  by  men  engaged  in  the 
wine  and  spirit  trade.  They  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  ascertaining,  from  the  utterances 
of  the  colonial  treasurer  of  the  day,  the 
direction  of  the  contemplated  change  be¬ 
fore  the  delivery  of  the  budget  speech,  and 
on  one  of  these  occasions  a  large  quantity 
of  rum  was  taken  out  of  bond,  and  com¬ 
mercial  men  were  the  gainers  by  that 
transaction  to  the  extent  of  some  thou¬ 
sands  of  pounds,  while  the  revenue  was 
the  lo.ser.  But  let  us  take  our  exj>erience ; 
let  us  take  the  actual  facts.  Within  the 
last  three  or  four  yeai-s  a  government  in 
this  colony  succeeded  in  carrying  tJirough 
Parliament  a  tariffp  bill  imposing  ad  va¬ 
lorem  duties  of  5  per  cent.  That  bill  was 
denounced  by  the  free-trade  party  as  being 
the  rankest  protection,  but  when  that 
party  came  into  power  they  gave  twelve 
months’  notice  of  their  intention  to  take 
off  these  particular  duties,  with  a  result 
exactly  similar  to  that  which  the  hon. 
member.  Colonel  Smith,  has  in  his  mind. 
The  free-trade  i>arty,  who  objected  to  the 
5  per  cent,  duties,  and  called  them  the 
rankest  protection,  imported  goods,  and 
put  them  into  bond  until  the  twelve 
months’  notice  had  expired,  thus  making 
a  haul  of  £70,000.  That  was  perfectly 
legitimate  commercial  work  ;  but  I  think 
some  words  should  be  put  into  this  clause 
to  ])revent  a  contingency  of  that  kind. 
A  simple  remedy  occurred  to  my  mind 
when  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin,  was 
speaking.  Why  not  insert  words  to  the 
effect  that  the  new  tariff  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  should  be  the  tariff*  of  Victoria  1 
Mr.  Munro  :  That  is  too  thin  1 
Mr.  DIBBS  :  What  did  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  tell  the  interviewing  reporters  in  Mel¬ 
bourne  the  other  day  ?  lie  told  them 
several  important  things.  They  were  all 
published  in  the  Sydney  newspapei*s,  and 
I  should  like,  if  ]>ossible,  to  get  at  the 
truth  in  the  hon.  member’s  mind,  and  also 
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to  ascertain  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
of  New  South  Wales  wlietlier  lie  was  a 
party  to  the  alleged  compact.  It  seems, 
judging  from  what  the  hon.  member,  !Mr, 
Munro,  said,  that  the  Finance  Committee 
appointed  by  tliis  Convention  have  arranged 
what  the  tariff  of  the  future  commonwealth 
of  Australia  shall  be. 

Mr.  Munro  :  They  have  not ! 

Mr.  McMillan:  Only  in  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber's  imagination  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  will  read  what  the  hon. 
member  said. 

Mr.  Munro  :  What  is  it  from  1 

Mr.  DIBBS:  The  Sydney  Morning 
Herald. 

Mr.  Munro  :  It  would  be  a  bad  job  for 
the  hon.  member  if  everything  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  newspapers  in  reference  to 
him  were  true  1 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  The  article  to  which  I 
refer  is  headed,  “Mr.  Munro  on  the  Feder¬ 
ation  Convention  ;  a  gloomy  outlook.”  I 
pas.s  over  the  gloomy  outlook. 

Mr.  Munro  :  That  has  disappeared  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  : 

There  has  evidently  been  some  private  arrange¬ 
ment  in  the  Finance  Committee  between  the 
colonial  treasurers  of  the  respective  colonies. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Who  said  that  ? 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Mr.  Munro. 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  never  did  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Then  I  a.sk  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  to  deny  it. 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  do  deny  it  1 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Then  I  will  bring  tlie  hon. 
member  face  to  face  wdth  the  Sydney  Morn- 
ing  Herald  and  with  the  Melbourne  re¬ 
porters  who  interviewed  him. 

Mr.  Munro  :  It  is  quite  enough  to  be 
brought  face  to  face  wdth  the  hon.  member  1 

Mr.  Loton  :  And  how  does  tlie  lion, 
member  know  that  any  one  of  the  present 
colonial  treasurers  in  the  various  colonies 
will  be  treasurer  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  ? 
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Mr.  McMillan  :  There  will  be  plenty 
of  candidates,  because  there  will  always  be 
a  surplus  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  It  is  quite  true  that  if 
this  scheme  comes  into  operation  the 
treasurer  of  the  federal  government  will 
always  have  a  surplus,  because  at  the  out¬ 
set  the  various  colonies  will  bo  asked  to 
hand  over  their  customs  and  excise  revenue 
to  a  government  that  cannot  spend  more 
than  lO.s.  in  the  «£,  handing  back  to  the 
colonies  the  balance,  if  they  do  not  find 
some  means  of  spending  it  to  conciliate 
their  supporters.  When  the  various  colo¬ 
nies  come  to  look  into  the  question  they 
will  have  to  determine  how  far  they  will 
permit  the  federal  parliament  to  put  every¬ 
thing  into  one  sack,  and  if  there  should 
be  any  surplus  to  dole  out  to  each  colony, 
as  a  .sort  of  sop,  a  few  shillings  per  head 
of  their  populations,  the  colonies  them¬ 
selves  being,  in  the  meantime,  governed 
from  some  source  not  provided  in  this  bill. 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  it  is  true 
that  the  treasurers  of  the  various  colonies 
sitting  in  the  Finance  Committee  of  this 
Convention  liave  agreed  among  themselves 
that  the  future  tariff  of  the  common  wealtli 
shall  be  upon  the  lines  of  tlie  Victorian 
tariff]  If  that  arrangement  has  been 
made,  and  especially  if  the  free-trade  Trea¬ 
surer  of  New  South  Wales  has  agreed  to 
the  course,  then  the  whole  difficulty  can 
be  easily  overcome  by  putting  into  the  bill 
we  are  new  discussing  words  to  the  effect 
that,  on  the  constitution  becoming  law, 
there  shall  be  one  tariff  in  tlie  colonies,, 
that  tariff  being  the  tariff  of  Victoria. 

Mr.  Burge.ss  :  Butwdiat  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  states  Avith  regard  to  the  treasurers 
coming  to  an  agreement  on  that  point  is 
not  true  I 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  According  to  the  Sydney 
Morning  Her  aid ^  Mr.  ]Munro  was  asked 
this  question  : 

But  independently  of  the  point  in  dispute, 
there  appears  to  have  been  almost  uiiaiiimity ; 
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none  of  the  distrust  anticipated  regarding  the 
surrender  of  fiscal  control  by  the  individual 
colonics  seems  to  have  been  shown  ? 

And  be  answered : 

No.  Everything  in  that  respect  has  been 
amicably  settled.  The  delegates  talked  the 
matter  over  among  themselves  some  time  ago, 
and  arranged  it  all.  Our  work  on  the  Finance 
Committee,  of  which  I  was  chairman,  consisted 
merely  of  settling  details.  It  is  generally  ad¬ 
mitted  among  the  delegates  that  the  tariflf 
adopted  by  the  federation  must  V)e  the  Victorian 
tari  IF  against  the  outside  world,  with  intercolo¬ 
nial  free-trade. 

I  should  like  to  know  whether  this  matter 
has  been  already  arranged,  because  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  are  anxious 
to  liave  an  answer.  They  want  to  know 
whether  they  are  to  have  intercolonial 
free-trade  and  protection  against  the  world 
on  such  a  basis.  Will  the  lion,  member, 
Mr.  Munro,  deny  the  existence  of  this 
arrangement  ? 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  have  already  denied  it 
two  or  three  times  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Not  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  do  not  deny  anything 
through  the  press  ! 

Mr.  D I B  B S  :  The  Sydiiey  Morning 
Herald  has  a  large  circulation  in  this 
colony,  and  in  that  appears  the  report  that 
this  agreement  was  made  hy  the  Finance 
Committee,  imperilling  the  political  exist¬ 
ence  of  our  own  Colonial  Treasurer.  I 
ask  these  rival  candidates  for  the  treasurer- 
ship  in  the  commonwealth - - 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  am  not  in  it ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  a.sk  them  whether  there 
is  any  truth  in  the  statement  ?  If  there 
be  no  truth  in  it,  the  sooner  it  is  enii)hati- 
cally  denied  the  better,  not  only  for  the 
rejnitation  of  the  hon.  member,  ]\lr.  Munro, 
but  also  for  the  free-trade  reputation  of 
my  hon.  friend,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of 
New  South  Wales.  If  this  has  been  already 
arranged - 

Mr.  iVluNRO  :  Even  the  report  does  not 
say  it  has — it  does  not  sj^eak  of  any 
arrangement ! 


Australia  Bill  797 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  This  was  not  written  by 
Coulston,  the  man  under  the  hon.  members 
bed ;  it  was  written  by  a  reporter  in  open 
daylight,  and  the  people  of  free-trade  New 
South  Wales  w'ant  to  know  if  their  Colonial 
Treasurer  lias  consented  to  give  up  his 
free-trade  ideas,  and  to  make  the  fiscal 
policy  of  Victoria  the  policy  of  the  future 
commonwealth  ?  I  think  that  if  there  be 
any  ground  for  this  rumour,  the  easiest  way 
out  of  the  difficulcy  would  be  to  make  the 
amendment  I  have  suggested. 

Sir  J oiiN  Bray  :  Will  the  hon.  member 
move  it  ? 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  will  with  pleasure;  but 
in  the  first  place  I  should  like  an  explana¬ 
tion  from  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro. 

Mr.  Munro  :  If  the  hon.  member  will 
sit  down,  I  will  make  it  1 

Hon.  Members  :  Question  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  have  occupied  less  time 
than  has  any  member  of  the  Convention. 
I  have  been  a  very  patient  listener.  I 
have  received  on  one  day  information 
which  has  been  cancelled  by  a  complete 
change  of  front  on  the  part  of  tliose  who 
gave  it  on  the  following  day — notably,  in 
reference  to  the  state  rights  question.  I 
wish  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro,  to  deny 
this  report. 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  do  not  deny  all  that  is 
contained  in  the  I'eport ;  but  I  certainly 
deny  what  the  hon.  member  has  said  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  will  teach  my  hon. 
friends  here,  especially  from  New  South 
Wales,  who  are  pledged  to  vote  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  way,  that  I  sUind  here  entirely  as 
a  free  lance.  I  have  been  within  these 
walls  too  long  to  allow  my  mouth  to  be 
shut  at  a  moment’s  notice.  If  we  are  to 
Ijave  intercolonial  free-trade,  is  it  to  be 
assumed  that  we  are  to  have  protection 
against  the  outside  world  1  If  so,  the 
sooner  that  is  stated  boldly  and  distinctly 
the  better  chance  there  will  be  of  federa¬ 
tion  being  approved  of  by  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales.  At  present  all  that 
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we  know  is  the  statement  of  tlie  press, 
made  on  the  authority  of  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Munro,  which  leaves  some  of  the  New 
South  Wales  members  in  the  unenviable 
position  of  having  to  make  an  explanation. 
While  they  are  making  their  explanations 
I  will  write  out  an  amendment  expressing 
my  views. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  The  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Dibbs,  is  always  a  curious  mixture 
of  humour  and  assertion.  Now,  thei*e  has 
been  some  misapprehension — and  of  course 
by  the  enemies  of  my  own  party  this 
misapprehension  has  been  circulated  very 
broadly — with  regard  to  the  proceedings 
in  the  secrecy  of  the  Finance  Committee ; 
and  perhaps  it  is  better  to  make  a  clear 
explanation  of  what  actually  did  occur, 
because  some  figures  will  be  used  in  the 
coui'se  of  this  debate  which  may  increase 
the  misunderstanding.  When  the  dele¬ 
gates  particularly  connected  with  finance 
operations  came  to  Sydney,  they  required 
certain  figures  to  be  worked  out  on  certain 
bases,  and  I  told  them  that  the  Government 
Statistician  of  tliis  colony  would  be  very 
glad  to  work  out — of  course  in  a  mechanical 
way — anything  they  desired  that  might 
illustrate  the  subject  in  any  w^ay  whatever. 
In  doing  that,  I  think  I  only  showed  the 
ordinary  courte.sy  w^hich  I  might  expect  to 
be  shown  to  myself  by  the  government 
statistician  of  another  colony.  When  the 
Finance  Committee  met,  they  thought  it 
was  well  to  have  all  the  suggestions  of  all 
the  members  of  the  committee  worked  out 
purely  pro  formd  with  a  view  to  the  whole 
question  being  thoroughly  discussed.  Of 
course,  as  hon.  members  know,  in  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  that  kind  many  subjects  may 
come  up  for  di.scussion,  many  views  may 
be  put  forward,  but  it  is  only  the  crystal¬ 
lised  report  of  the  committee  that  has  any 
right  to  go  before  the  world.  Now,  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  de¬ 
cided  that  a  certain  calculation  should  be 
made  up  for  all  the  colonies  on  the  basis 
[il/r.  Dihhs. 


of  the  Victorian  tariff.  That.was  entirely 
his  own  suggestion.  The  Government 
Statistician  worked  it  out  for  him  in  a 
|)urely  mechanical  manner,  and  I  believe 
that  the  desire  of  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
Thomas  Mcllwraith,  to  have  those  figure.s^ 
before  him  is  entirely  answerable  for  the 
whole  of  this  rumour.  But  it  Ls  very  un¬ 
fair  and  ungenerous  to  deal  in  this  ^vay 
with  any  of  the  figures  that  came  before 
the  committee.  All  that  the  committee 
are  answerable  for — all  that  I  am  person¬ 
ally  answerable  for  as  the  free-trade  Trea¬ 
surer  of  New  South  Wales — is  the  absolute 
report  that  w'as  furnished  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  That  is  a  clear  explanation  of  the 
whole  matter.  Of  course  the  desire  of  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  in  this  debate  is 
to  practically  commit  this  Convention  to 
a  tariff  against  the  world  upon  a  protective 
basis.  We  all  know  that  there  must  be  a 
customs  tariff,  but  certainly  we  are  going 
far  beyond  our  province  if  for  one  momenF 
we  attempt  to  dictate  what  shall  be  the 
fiscal  policy  of  the  future.  The  free-traders- 
of  New  South  Wales  have  gone  so  far-— 
that  is,  myself  speaking  for  others,  and  my 
chief  at  the  head  of  the  Government — we 
have  gone  so  far  that  we  say  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  in  order  to  have  any  union  that 
we  place  in  the  hands  of  a  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  the  wliole  question  of  the  tariff  of 
the  future.  Then,  if  we  as  free-trader.s 
fall,  we  fall. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  You  have  fallen  already ! 

Mr.  McMILLAN  :  We  shall  have  te 
give  way  to  a  majority  of  the  wliole  of  tlie 
colonies,  because  wo  simply  recognise  the 
rule  which  guides  us  in  our  own  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  guided  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Dibbs,  the  leader  of  the  opposition,  when 
he  gave  way  to  the  present  Government  of 
this  colony,  although  it  might  only  have 
had  a  majority  of  two  or  three.  That  rule 
must  guide  us  all  in  this  case  if  we  are  to 
come  under  a  union.  Consequently  it  is 
very  unfair  that  this  rumour  should  be 


Australia  Bill, 


790 


[7  April,  1891.] 


Commomoeallh  of 

circulated,  and  It  is  very  ungenerous  on 
the  part  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs, 
to  try  to  fix  this  Convention  to  vote  on  any 
resolution  referring  to  the  fiscal  policy  of 
the  future. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWKAITH  :  I  de¬ 
mur  entirely  to  the  explanation  just  given 
by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan.  I 
want  to  refer  first  to  the  real  point  that 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  brought 
against  the  hon.  member,  ]\Ir.  Muuro.  I 
read  the  account  of  the  interview  when  I 
was  in  Brisbane.  When  I  came  down 
here,  finding  that  nobody  had  made  men¬ 
tion  of  it,  I  thought  it  was  a  burlesque.  It 
is  a  burlesque,  because  it  is  so  far  from 
the  truth,  and  I  did  not  think  it  was 
worth  while  to  waste  the  time  of  the 
Convention  by  bringing  it  up.  But  I  do 
not  want  an  explanation  of  how  the 
rumour  came  about  to  be  made  by  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan.  I  want  to 
hear  a  denial  from  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Munro,  that  he  said  such  a  thing  to  a  re¬ 
porter,  or  that  he  was  the  origin  of  such  a 
report ;  because  I  give  my  testimony  that 
the  subject  of  fixing  the  tariff  for  the 
future  w^as  understood  to  be  left  to  the 
federal  government,  and  there  'was  not  one 
word  ever  said  about  it  up  to  the  day  that 
I  left.  I  consulted  my  colleagues  after¬ 
wards,  and  they  said  it  was  not  mentioned 
on  the  only  day  I  was  absent.  I  want  to 
hear  that  denial.  I  now  come  to  another 
point  which  was  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  McMillan.  It  is  a  point  on 
which,  1  think,  the  Finance  Committee 
failed  most  egregiously  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty.  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
McMillan,  hints  that  there  might  be  some 
information  put  before  the  committee  which 
it  was  right  should  be  furnished  to  them  ; 
but,  that  having  given  their  report,  they 
were  not  bound  to  give  the  information 
on  which  the  report  was  based.  Now,  any 
one  looking  at  the  report  of  the  committee 
will  see  at  once  wliat  a  bald  thing  it  was. 


and  they  'will  be  struck  by  the  fact  that  the 
only  important  part  of  that  document isone 
respecting  w'hich  there  is  not  a  single  table 
published  or  any  proof  given  as  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  arrived  at.  At  the  same  time,  a  lot 
of  useless  tables,  about  twenty  in  number, 
are  given,  although  no  reference  is  made 
to  them  in  the  report.  Now',  why  were 
the  tables  to  which  I  refer  suppressed  I 
It  is  useless  for  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
McMillan,  to  say  that  they  'were  sup¬ 
pressed  l)ecause  the  committee  w'ere  afraid 
that  the  rumour  'would  do  harm.  The  best 
'way  was  to  give  tlie  wdiole  of  the  informa¬ 
tion,  and  there  was  no  reason  whatever 
for  suppressing  it.  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
McMillan,  is  wrong  '^vhen  he  says  that  this 
was  information  got  at  my  suggestion,  and 
obtained  by  me  from  the  Government 
Statistician.  I  would  recall  to  Lis  mind 
the  fact  that  the  Government  Statistician 
was  called  before  the  committee,  and  tho 
committee,  through  thecliairman,  instructed 
him  to  w'ork  out  cei*tain  calculations  on  the 
Victorian  tariff.  It  was  not  I  '^vdio  per¬ 
sonally  instructed  him. 

Sir  JoHX  Bray:  I  thought  the  hon. 
member  did  ! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH :  It  was 
the  chairman.  The  facts  of  the  matter  are 
these  :  certain  calculations  based  on  an 
imaginary  tariff  had  been  made  up  by  the 
Government  Statistician.  The  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  John  Bray,  questioned  the  accur¬ 
acy  of  the  imaginary  tariff,  and  of  coui*se 
as  long  as  it  w^as  known  to  be  an  imagin- 
aiy  tariff  we  only  'wanted  to  get  the  I'esult 
of  it.  I  told  the  committee  that  what  I  w^an  ted 
to  prove  could  be  established  by  taking  any 
tariff  and  workingout  the  same  calculation. 
I  offered  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray, 
to  take  the  tariff  of  South  Australia. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  AVas  not  the  informa¬ 
tion  obtained  by  the  hon.  member  before 
the  committee  met  ? 

Sir  THOAIAS  McILWRAITH  :  That 
is  a  very  different  tiling  altogether.  What 
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I  say  is  this  :  that  I  asked  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  ]\Ir.  Munro,  to  tell  the  Government 
Statistician  plainly  what  to  do.  But  I 
had  been  getting  the  information  for  my¬ 
self  privately,  and  it  was  the  committee 
who  ordered  the  Government  Statistician 
to  prepare  the  information. 

^Ir.  McMillan  :  That  was  afterwards  ! 
Sir  THOMAS  McILWIlAITH  :  I  did 
not  tell  the  committee.  All  that  I  told 
them  was  that  I  was  getting  some  informa¬ 
tion,  and  I  offered  to  take  any  tariff.  The 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro,  asked  that  we 
should  take  the  Yictonan  tariff,  and  the 
whole  of  the  committee  agreed  to  that  as 
an  experiment.  That  table  is  suppressed, 
and  not  only  that  table,  but  other  impor¬ 
tant  tables  bearing  on  the  matter.  Is  it 
not  an  absurd  thing  to  take  evidence  and 
then  to  hand  in  a  report  omitting  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  evidence  ?  We  have  not 
the  whole  of  the  evidence  suppressed,  but 
only  a  portion  of  it,  and  that  the  portion 
dealing  with  a  vital  part  of  the  report. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  This  is  one  of  the  things 
which  always  arise  from  liaving  secret 
meetings.  We  ought  to  have  done  all  our 
busine.ss  publicly,  so  that  everybody  would 
know  what  we  were  doing.  The  charge  made 
by  an  hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs,  that  I  said 
we  had  all  agreed  that  the  Victorian  tariff 
should  be  the  tariff  to  be  adopted,  is  not 
true.  I  said  nothing  of  the  sort.  What 
I  did  say  was  that  we  took  a  calculation 
on  the  Victorian  tariff  to  ascertain  what 
the  effect  upon  the  revenue  of  the  various 
colonies  would  be,  and  we  found,  w  hat  does 
not  appear  in  any  of  the  tables,  as  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  Thomas  JMcIlwraith,  says,  the 
effect  to  be  marvellous,  that  the  actual  im¬ 
port  duties  received  altogether  in  Victoria 
is  only  1 1  per  cent.  ;  in  South  Australia, 
21  per  cent.  ;  in  Western  Australia,  21 
per  cent.  ;  and  in  the  other  colonies,  18  per 
cent.  So  that  the  actual  amount  raised 
by  means  of  import  duties  in  Victoria  is 
the  lowest  of  that  of  all  the  colonies  ex- 
[6’ir  Thomas  Mcllv:raith, 


cept  New'  South  Wales.  That  is  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  tables  that  were  calculated  for 
us  on  the  basis  of  the  Victorian  tariff. 
That  is  the  information  which  I  gave  ;  that 
if  w'c  wanted  the  import  duties  levied  in 
any  of  the  colonies  we  must  accept  either 
the  free-trade  tariff  of  New  South  Wales 
or  the  protectionist  tariff  of  Victoria. 
There  is  no  getting  away  from  that,  be¬ 
cause  they  are  the  lowest. 

Sir  Thomas  McIlwraith  :  That  is  only 
the  hon.  member’s  opinion.  It  is  not  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  cominittee  I 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  am  talking  of  the  re¬ 
sults  of  the  calculations.  The  result  of 
the  calculations  was  that  one  was  5  per 
cent,  and  the  other  less  than  11  per  cent., 
and  the  rest  very  much  higher.  I  am  not 
expressing  an  opinion,  but  making  a  state¬ 
ment  of  fact.  If  the  future  parliament 
w-ants  to  levy  import  duties  they  must 
take  one  or  the  other  of  those  tariffs.  To 
say  that  I  said  that  the  Finance  Committee 
or  anybody  else  had  come  to  any  arrange¬ 
ment  about  the  adoption  of  any  tariff  is 
altogether  w^rong.  I  said  nothing  of  the 
sort,  as  eveiy  one  knows  that  not  one 
of  us  may  be  a  member  of  the  federal  par¬ 
liament,  and  that  parliament  must  make 
its  ow'ii  arrangements.  The  statement  as 
to  these  tables  being  calculated,  as  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  Thomas  McIlwraith, 
said,  is  absolutely  true.  The  calculations 
w^ere  made.  I  should  have  wished  that  all 
the  calculations  sliould  have  gone  among 
the  appendices  to  the  report.  I  did  all 
I  could  to  get  that  done,  but  there  was 
an  objection  on  the  part  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  as  I  liad  been  going  for  com¬ 
promise,  I  yielded  to  that  objection  and 
agreed  that  the  tables  should  not  be  pub¬ 
lished. 

Mr.  BURGESS  :  I  think  it  a  matter  of 
regret  that  the  lion,  member.  Sir  Thomas 
McIlwraith,  w'as  not  present  on  the  last 
day  when  the  Finance  Committee  met. 
We  had  the  advantage  of  his  presence 
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at  every  meeting  except  the  last  wlien 
I  think  Mr.  Donaldson  took  his  place 
as  a  representative  of  Queensland.  In 
justice  to  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan, 
I  must  confirm  what  ho  has  stated  w’ith 
reference  to  the  way  in  which  the  calcula¬ 
tion  about  the  Victorian  tariff  was  brought 
about.  It  was  very  necessary  that  the 
Finance  Committee  should  have  some  idea, 
based  upon  some  fixed  tariff,  as  to  what 
the  result  of  any  alteration  in  our  customs 
duties  would  have  upon  the  sums  which 
the  colonies  have  hitherto  derived  from 
that  particular  source  of  revenue.  The 
hon.  member,  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith, 
having  intimated  that  he  had  previously 
asked  the  Government  Statistician  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  return,  based  upon  the  Victorian 
tariff,  and  the  Government  Statistician 
having  stated  that  he  had  that  work  in 
hand,  we  thought  that  it  would  be  well 
that  it  should  be  completed  and  brought 
before  the  committee,  and  that  was,  per¬ 
haps,  the  reason  why  the  Victorian  tariff 
Avas  taken  as  the  basis  of  our  calculations. 
Later  on — on  the  last  day — when  it  be¬ 
came  necessary  to  decide  which  tables 
should  form  the  appendices  to  our  report, 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  INIcMillan,  very  pro- 
})erly  brouglit  under  our  notice  the  fact 
that  it  might  give  colour  to  the  rumour 
that  he  was  in  favour  of  a  protective  tariff 
being  establislied,  if  w’o  put  in  the  Vic¬ 
torian  tariff  alone  as  the  basis  of  our  cal¬ 
culations,  and  it  w'as  for  that  reason,  and 
that  reason  alone,  that  that  particular 
table  w'as  not  inserted  in  the  appendices. 

Sir  Thomas  ^McIlwraitii  :  That  is  only 
one.  There  were  three  others  ! 

Mr.  BURGESS  :  That  is  only  one. 
There  were  three  others  which,  upon  con¬ 
sideration,  it  was  thought  were  not  re- 
(|uired  ;  and  I  think  the  committee  were 
perfectly  justified  in  submitting  those 
tables,  which  they  thought  liad  some  bear¬ 
ing  upon  the  report.  It  will  be  our  duty 
to  more  carefully  inquire  into  this  matter 
3  E 


when  w'e  come  to  sections  9,  10,  and  11. 
I  merely  rose  to  say  that  we  simply  took 
the  Victorian  tariff  because,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  was  in  course  of  preparation.  The 
probability  is  that,  if  that  tariff  had  not 
been  suggested  and  the  work  partly  done, 
some  other  tariff  would  have  been  taken 
in  lieu  of  it.  ^ 

Colonel  Smith  :  I  will,  wdth  the  per¬ 
mission  of  the  Committee,  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Dibbs)  proposed  : 

That  the  following  words  be  omitted  : — “Upon 
the  imposition  of  uniform  duties  of  customs  by 
the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  all  law’s  of 
the  several  states  imposing  duties  of  customs  or 
duties  of  excise  upon  goods  the  subject  of  cus¬ 
toms  duties,  and  all  such  laws  offering  bounties 
upon  the  production  or  export  of  goods,  shall 
cease  to  have  effect,”  with  the  view  to  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  the  following  w’ords  : — “  That  upon 
the  constitution  becoming  law  and  the  common- 
w’ealth  being  established,  the  tariff  now  existing 
in  the  province  of  Victoria  shall  be  the  tariff  of 
the  commonwealth  until  otherwise  dealt  with 
by  the  parliament.  ” 

jVIr.  MARMION  :  I  w’ould  ask  the  hon. 
member  why  he  proposes  the  tariff  now*^ 
existing  in  Victoria  should  be  adopted  ? 

Amendment  negatived  ;  clause,  as  rcctd, 
agreed  to. 

Clause  5.  Upon  the  establishment  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  all  officers  employed  by  tlie  govern¬ 
ment  of  any  state  in  any  department  of  the  public 
service  the  control  of  which  is  by  this  constitu¬ 
tion  assigned  to  the  commonwealth,  sliall  Ixicome 
subject  to  the  control  of  tlie  executive  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  commonwealth.  But  all  existing 
rights  of  any  such  officers  shall  be  i)reserved. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  hon.  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  bill 
wdiat  will  be  the  po.=5itioii  in  regard  to 
officers  who  are  entitled  to  pensions  ? 

An  Hox.  ^Iember  :  The  clause  provides 
that  their  rights  shall  be  preserved  ! 

Mr.  GORDON  :  But  on  which  govern¬ 
ment  will  the  responsibility  rest — the  state 
government  or  the  federal  government  ? 
In  some  colonies  there  is  a  pension  list, 
amounting  to  £300,000  or  £400,000.  In 
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South  Australia  we  have,  fortunately,  no 
pension  list.  I  think  it  should  bo  clearly 
understood  that  the  federal  government 
will  take  over  these  liabilities,  dating  from 
the  time  when  the  olTicers  are  transferred. 

Sii'  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  This  is  a 
matter  of  detail  which  it  is  quite  impos¬ 
sible  to  go  into  in%he  constitution.  The 
committee,  after  full  discussion,  thought  it 
would  be  sufficient  to  provide  that  all 
existing  rights  should  be  preserved,  leaving 
it  to  the  executive  government  of  the 
commonwealth  and  the  other  governments 
to  work  out  the  details  between  them. 

iSIr.  DIBBS :  The  question  raised  by 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gordon,  is  a  very 
important  one.  The  officers  in  the  civil 
service  of  New  South  Wales  have  paid 
large  sums  into  a  supemnnuatien  fund, 
from  which  they  are  entitled  to  di'aw  pen¬ 
sions,  and  it  is  important  to  know  whether, 
if  they  are  transferred  to  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment,  their  pensions  will  be  trans¬ 
ferred  also. 

Mr.  Mukro  :  The  clause  provides  that 
all  existing  rights  shall  be  preserved  I 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Does  that  niean  that  the 
federal  government  will  take  over  the  lia¬ 
bility  1  The  tendency  seems  to  be  opposed 
to  the  granting  of  pensions  by  the  com¬ 
monwealth  ;  but  in  New  South  Wales 
several  thousands  of  persons  have  for 
years  past  been  paying  4  per  cent,  of  their 
salaries  to  a  pension  fund,  and  if  they 
are  transferred  to  the  federal  government 
it  ought  to  be  provided  that  the  arrange¬ 
ment  with  regard  to  their  superannuation 
fund  should  be  continued.  The  clause 
w'ould  appear  to  have  a  prejudicial  effect 
upon  the  civil  servants  to  whom  I  have  re¬ 
ferred,  and  I  think  it  requires  explanation. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  the  following  w'ords  be  added  to  the 
clause; — ‘‘But  the  commonwealth  shall  not  l^e 
responsible  for  any  jicnsious  agreed  to  be  paid  by 
the  states.” 

Amendment  negatived  ;  clause,  as  read 
agreed  to. 

[J/r.  Gordon, 


Chmse  8.  So  soon  as  the  parliament  of  the 
commonw’ealth  has  imposed  uniform  duties  of 
customs,  trade  and  intercourse  throughout  the 
commonweaith,  w^hether  by  means  of  internal 
carriage  or  ocean  navigation,  shall  be  absolutely 
free. 

Colonel  S^IITII  :  This  clause  absolutely 
fixes  the  time.  Would  it  not  be  better  to 
leave  that  to  be  fixed  at  the  discretion  of 
the  federal  parliament? 

Mr.  Gillies:  It  will  be  fixed  in  tlie  act  1 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Surely  the 
parliament  when  it  imposes  a  tariff  will 
say  when  it  shall  come  into  operation. 

Colonel  Smith:  This  clause  says  ‘‘so 
soon  as  ”  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Theduties 
will  not  be  imposed  until  the  tariff  law 
comes  into  operation.  The  hon.  gentleman 
seems  to  contemplate  that  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  may  settle  a  tariff  and  give  six  months^ 
notice  of  its  coming  into  operation.  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  a  parliament  would  do 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  9.  The  revenue  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  shall  be  applied  in  the  first  instance 
in  the  2>2iyment  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  the  surplus  shall  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  several  states  in  proportion  to  5 
the  amount  of  revenue  raised  therein  respec¬ 
tively,  subject  to  the  follo-vving  provisions  : — 
(1.)  As  to  duties  of  customs  or  excise,  pro¬ 
vision  shall  be  made  for  ascertaining,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  the  amount  of  duties  10 
collected  in  each  state  or  part  of  the 
commonwealth  in  respect  of  dutiable 
goods  which  are  afterwards  exported  to 
another  state  or  part  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  and  the  amount  of  such  duties  15 
shall  be  taken  to  have  been  collected  in 
the  state  or  part  to  which  the  goods  have 
l)een  so  exported,  and  shall  be  added  to 
the  duties  actually  collected  in  tJiat  state 
or  part,  and  deducted  from  the  duties  20 
collected  in  the  state  or  part  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  from  which  the  goods  wore 
exported  : 

(2.)  As  to  the  proceeds  of  direct  taxes,  the 
amount  contributed  or  raised  in  respect  25 
of  income  earned  in  any  state  or  part  of 
the  commonwealth,  or  arising  from  i)ro- 
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perty  situated  in  any  state  or  part  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  the  amount  con- 
30  tributed  or  raised  in  respect  of  property 
situated  in  any  state  or  part  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  shall  be  taken  to  have  been 
raised  in  that  state  or  part  : 

(3.)  Until  uniform  duties  of  customs  have 
35  been  imposed,  the  amount  of  any  l)oun- 
tiea  paid  to  any  of  the  people  of  a  state 
or  part  of  the  commonwealth  shall  be  de¬ 
ducted  from  the  amount  of  the  surplus 
to  be  returned  to  that  state  or  part ; 

40  (4.)  Such  return  shall  l>e  made  monthly,  or 
at  such  shorter  intervals  as  may  l)e  con¬ 
venient. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  An  amendment  of 
which  I  have  given  notice  provides  for  a 
-difterent  manner  of  apportioning  the  sur¬ 
plus  revenue  to  that  provided  in  the  bill. 
This  clause  proposes  that  the  revenue  of 
the  commonwealth  shall  be  applied  in  the 
first  instance  to  the  payment  of  the  expen- 
■diture  of  the  commonwealth,  the  surplus 
to  be  returned  to  the  several  states  in  pro- 
jX)rtion  to  the  amount  of  revenue  raised 
therein  respectively.  I  do  not  think  it 
needs  much  thought  to  see  that  if  w’e  are 
going  to  eiideavour  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  revenue  raised  in  each  colony  after  the 
-establishment  of  free-trade  we  shall  have 
to  maintain  as  great  an  army  of  customs 
officials  as  we  do  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Munro  :  No  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY :  We  shall  have  to 
maintain  even  a  greater  number,  because 
it  does  not  require  much  foresight  to 
imagine  that  the  principal  ports  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  will  be  more  than  ever  the  means 
by  which  goods  will  be  received  from  other 
parts  of  the  world,  and  distributed  amongst 
the  several  colonies  ;  and  it  will  be  almost 
impossible,  with  all  the  checks  that  human 
ingenuity  can  devise,  to  find  out  the  ulti¬ 
mate  destination  of  these  goods.  We  all 
know  that  merchants  and  other  people  like 
to  buy  in  the  biggest  market,  and  it  is 
quite  possible  to  suppose  that  Sydney  and 
Melbourne  will  become  the  emporiums 
from  which  the  other  colonies  will  be  to  a 


great  extent  supplied  ;  and  if  goods  are 
imported  into  Sydney  or  Melbourne,  and 
there  purchased,  and  sent  afterwards  to  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  Austmlia,  we  shall  have  to 
follow  them  to  their  ultimate  destination,  in 
order  to  know  what  colony  should  be  credited 
with  contnbuting  the  customs  duties.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  shall  do  away  with 
half  the  benefit  arising  from  intercolonial 
free-trade  if  we  attempt  to  put  any  check 
upon  the  distribution  of  goods  in  the  man¬ 
ner  proposed.  In  the  published  tables 
hon.  members  will  see  the  amount  con¬ 
tributed  by  the  various  colonies  in  the 
shape  of  customs  duties.  The  amount  per 
head  in  New  South  Wales  is  at  present 
less  than  that  in  any  other  colony,  and 
South  Australia  comes  next.  It  seems  to 
be  imagined  that  whatever  tariff  is  devised 
certain  colonies  that  now  pay  a  compara¬ 
tively  low  amount  per  head  will  continue 
to  do  so  in  comparison  with  other  colonies. 
But  I  take  it  that  if  we  wish  to  establish 
a  pro|>er  system  of  federation  vie  ought  to 
assume  that  any  uniform  customs  tariff 
that  bears  fairly  on  the  inhabitants  of 
Australia  will  result  in  the  inhabitants  of 
each  colony  paying  the  same  per  head 
rata  as  the  inhabitants  of  Australia  gener¬ 
ally  pay.  If  we  attemj^t  to  suggest,  as  we  do 
in  this  bill,  that  it  is  not  only  possible,  but 
probable,  that  a  tariff  will  be  imposed 
which  will  compel  the  people  of  one  colony 
to  pay  a  far  greater  amount  through  the 
customs  than  the  people  of  another  colony, 
and  that,  after  providing  for  the  fedeml 
expenditure,  w’e  shall  have  to  return  to 
the  people  of  each  colony,  not  an  amount 
in  proportion  to  its  population,  but  an 
amount  to  be  estimated  on  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  a  certain  quantity  of  dutiable 
goods  bad  been  consumed  by  each  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  the  different  colonies — if  we  at¬ 
tempt  to  do  this,  we  involve  ourselves  in 
calculations  which  cannot  fail  to  giye  great 
dissatisfaction.  The  true  remedy  is  to 
provide  that  the  whole  of  the  federation 
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revenue  shall  be  expended  for  the  general 
benefit  of  Australia.  If  we  could  do  that, 
and  so  ensure  that  there  should  be  no  sur¬ 
plus,  we  should  be  accomplishing  a  very 
good  thing  indeed.  I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  impossible  to  secure  that  object  at  the 
present  time ;  and  I  intend,  at  a  subse¬ 
quent  stage,  to  propose  a  clause  by  which 
the  commonwealth  shall  be  liable  for  the 
public  debts  of  all  the  colonies,  and  that 
eiicli  colony  shall  be  liable  to  the  common¬ 
wealth  for  its  debts  exceeding  a  certain 
amount ;  that  is  to  say,  we  will  take  the 
lowest  amount  any  one  colony  owes  at  the 
present  time,  and  say  that  that  shall  be  the 
basis  on  which  the  debts  of  the  different 
colonies  shall  be  taken  over. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  The  rate  per  head  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  The  rate  per  head. 
The  clause  which  I  intend  to  propose 
reads  as  follows  : — 

The  commonwealth  shall  be  liable  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  debts  of  each  state  existing  at  the  time  of 
this  act  coming  into  operation,  and  each  state 
shall  be  liable  to  the  commonwealth  for  the 
amount  (if  any)  by  which  the  public  debt  owing 
by  tlie  state  shall  exceed  the  amount  of 
2>ounds  per  head  of  the  population  of  such  state. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Where  does  tlie  hon. 
member  intend  to  bring  that  in  ? 

Sir  JOHN  I3RA.Y:  I  shall  bring  it  in 
later,  but  not  in  this  clause.  If  we  can 
devise  some  fair  scheme  by  which  the  pub¬ 
lic  revenue  of  the  commonwealth  shall 
be  expended  for  the  public  benefit  of  Aus¬ 
tralia,  let  us  do  so  ;  but  do  not  let  us  en¬ 
cumber  the  scheme  with  the  idea  that  eacli 
particuhar  mode  of  taxation  is  to  be  levied 
to  an  extent  greater  than  is  required  for 
the  public  j^urposes  of  tlie  commonwealth, 
and  that  in  each  mode  of  taxation,  whether 
through  the  customs  or  by  excise  duties, 
there  will  be  a  surplus  to  be  returned 
to  the  difierent  colonies  of  Australia,  and 
that  that  surplus  is  to  bo  estimated  on  the 
ba.sisof  thearnount  paid  to  e«icli colony  as  far 
as  it  can  be  ascertained.  As  far  as  customs 
duties  are  concerned,  I  believe  it  will  le 
[Sir  John  Bray^ 


absolutely  impossible,  when  we  have  free- 
trade  between  the  colonies,  to  dcterinine 
what  amount  could  fairly  be  reckoned 
as  liaving  been  raised  in  each  particular 
state.  I  believe  it  will  be  more  than  ever 
difficult  to  get  the  returns  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  At  the  present  time,  with  customs 
officers  on  each  border,  it  is  to  some  ex¬ 
tent  possible  to  do  it ;  but  when  intercolo¬ 
nial  customs  duties  are  abolished  merchants 
and  other  people  will  be  less  careful 
than  they  are  now  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  goods  passing  from  one  colony  to 
another.  It  will  not  be  considered  so  ne¬ 
cessary  as  it  is  now  ;  but  if  you  carry  out 
the  idea  that  the  surplus  is  to  be  divided 
on  the  assumption  that  each  colony  is  to 
be  credited  with  the  customs  duties  derived 
from  it,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
take  some  account  of  these  goods.  But  let 
us  i*ather  agree  that  if  there  is  a  surplus 
it  shall  be  divided  on  the  basis  of  popula¬ 
tion,  though  I  hope  that  there  will  not  he 
a  surplus,  and  that  no  more  money  will  be 
raised  than  will  be  required  for  the  pur- 
po.sGS  of  the  commonwealth.  Even  if  w*e 
adopted  a  free-trade  tariff,  the  cuatom.s 
duties  w'ould  be  far  more  than  required,  for 
the  duties  which  w’e  have  already  suggested 
should  be  undertaken  by  the  common¬ 
wealth.  The  customs  duties  for  New  South 
Wales  at  the  present  time  under  a  free- 
trade  tariff - 

Colonel  Smith  :  Under  what  1 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  Under  a  so-called 
free-trade  tariff,  amount  to  a  very  large 
sum — £1  14s.  6d.  per  head. 

Mr.  Munro  :  It  is  about  £2,000,000 
altogether  in  New  South  Wales  now  — 
£1,900,000! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  Taking  that  as  the 
basis  on  which  our  customs  duties  will  be 
raised  in  the  future,  we  have  not  pro¬ 
vided  anything  like  enough  duties  for  the 
federal  government  to  absorb  such  a  sum. 
We  arc  not  going  to  have  free-trade,  and 
at  the  same  time  establish  an  elaborate 
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system  of  checks  on  goods  passing  from 
one  colony  to  another,  so  as  to  ascertain 
what  the  duties  which  each  colony  would 
be  supposed  to  contribute  are.  We  shall 
lose  the  benefit  of  federation  if  we  at¬ 
tempt  anything  of  that  kind.  I  therefore 
ask  hon.  members  to  agree  that  if  there  is 
a  surplus  it  shall  be  returned  to  the  colo¬ 
nies  on  the  basis  of  population,  and  to  as¬ 
sume  that  if  we  have  uniform  customs 
duties,  they  will  bear  equally  upon  the 
l)eople  of  Australia,  or  if  we  go  in  for 
direct  taxation,  we  shall  devise  a  scheme 
which  will  bear  fairly  upon  them,  and  that 
we  ought,  if  possible,  to  avoid  giving  the 
federal  government  control  of  a  large 
amount  of  revenue  not  required  for  the 
purposes  of  the  commonwealth.  How¬ 
ever  careful  the  senate  and  the  house  of 
representatives  may  be,  we  shall  inevit¬ 
ably  find  that  a  government  with  a  large 
surplus  will  develop  a  system  of  waste 
and  extravagance,  and  we  must,  therefore, 
saddle  the  commonwealth  with  an  expen¬ 
diture  that  will  be  something  like  propor¬ 
tionate  to  the  revenue  intrusted  to  them 
to  expend.  In  the  first  instance,  I  ask 
hon.  members  to  agree  to  strike  out  the 
words  which  I  have  indicated,  and  I  shall 
subsequently  ask  them  to  declare  that  the 
commonwealth  shall  be  liable  for  the  debts 
of  the  different  states,  and  that  each  state 
shall  be  liable  to  contribute  to  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  besides  a  certain  sum,  the 
amount  of  its  liability  beyond  that  sum. 

SirTHOHAS  McILWE AITH  :  I  have 
a  prior  amendment  to  make.  I  move  : 

That  in  line  4,  after  the  word  “common¬ 
wealth,”  the  words  “  which  shall  be  charged  to 
the  separate  states  in  proportion  to  the  numbers 
of  their  people”  be  inserted. 

Hon.  delegates  will  see  that  in  this  part  of 
the  clause  the  drafters  of  the  bill  have  de¬ 
parted  from  the  recommendation  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  though  I  do  not  under¬ 
stand  the  reason  for  that. 

Mr.  Munro  :  In  the  whole  of  the  clause  ] 


Sir  THOMAS  McILWKAITH  :  No  ; 
one  part  of  the  clause  is  quite  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  committee’s  recommenda¬ 
tion  ;  but  that  part  to  which  I  am  now  re¬ 
ferring,  with  the  omission  of  the  w’ords 
which  I  wi.sh  to  insert,  is  quite  inconsis¬ 
tent  with  the  proposal  of  the  committee. 
I  w'ould  draw  attention  to  a  paragraph  in 
the  first  page  of  their  report,  wliich  reads 
thus : 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  tlie  revenue 
from  customs  and  excise  be  devoted,  first,  to 
the  payment  of  all  expenditure  authorised  by 
the  federal  government,  such  expenditure  to  be 
charged  to  the  several  colonies  according  to 
population. 

Hon.  members  will  see  that  the  clause  de¬ 
parts  altogether  from  this  recommenda¬ 
tion,  which  says  that  the  revenue  of  the 
commonwealth  shall  in  the  first  instance 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  the  commonwealth,  that  suppos¬ 
ing  revenue  to  the  extent  of  .£8,000,000 
is  raised  by  the  federal  government,  the 
whole  expenditure  of  the  federal  execu¬ 
tive  is  taken  from  that  lump  sum,  and  the 
balance  is  distributed  by  this  clause,  not 
according  to  population,  as  recommended 
by  the  committee,  but  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  contributed  by  each  colony,  which 
is  a  perfectly  different  thing  altogether  and 
very  unfair,  and  I  have  got  the  Government 
Statistician  to  compute  the  effect  of  distri¬ 
buting  the  money  in  this  way.  The  method 
by  which  the  colonies  are  to  be  charged 
is  by  a  percentage  on  the  taking  of  the 
customs  in  each  colony,  which  will  be  dif¬ 
ferent  in  each  colony  because  the  contribu¬ 
tions  will  be  different.  We  shall  not  all  pay 
the  same  amount  per  head,  as  we  should 
by  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 
The  average  cost  of  the  government  of  the 
different  colonies  is  11s.  5d.  per  head  of 
the  population.  The  bill,  as  it  at  present 
stands,  however,  would  make  them  pay 
something  quite  different  to  that  amount. 

I  have  had  a  calculation  made  out,  based 
on  the  understanding  that  the  Victorian 
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tariff  should  be  universally  adopted,  and 
the  result  is  tliat  instead  of  New  South 
Wales  paying  11s.  5d.  per  head  of  her 
population  she  would  pay  13s.  Id.  ;  that 
instead  of  Victoria  paying  11s.  5d.  she 
would  pay  1 2s.  4d. ;  that  instead  of  Queens¬ 
land  paying  11s.  5d.  she  would  pay  15s. 
4d. ;  that  South  Australia  would  pay  only 
8s.  4d.  instead  of  11s.  5d.  ;  that  Western 
Australia  would  pay  12s.  2d.  instead  of 
11s.  5d.  j  that  Tasmania  would  pay  10s.  Gd. 
instead  of  11s.  5d.,  and  that  New  Zeidand 
would  pay  9s,  Id.  instead  of  11s.  5d.  I 
should  like  to  see  some  very  good  reason 
given  why  one  colony  is  more  difficult  to 
govern  than  another  colony,  according  to 
population.  The  principle  was  affirmed 
by  the  Finance  Committee,  without  demur, 
that  the  cost  of  government  sliould  be 
charged  according  to  population  ;  but  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  now'-  proposed  to 
be  charged  will,  unless  my  amendment  is 
carried,  have  the  effect  I  have  stated. 
Why  should  that  be  1  Can  it  be  shown 
that  there  is  that  difference  in  the  cost  of 
the  government  of  the  various  colonies 
to  which  I  Lave  referred  1  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  it  should  be  so.  If  there  is 
any  reason  to  be  given  it  ought  to  be  given 
by  some  member  of  the  Finance  Commit¬ 
tee.  The  principle  that  the  cost  should  be 
in  proportion  to  the  population  was  not 
demurred  to  by  the  committee,  and  wffiy 
it  should  liavebeen  altered  I  cannot  under¬ 
stand.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say  at  pre¬ 
sent  in  reference  to  the  amendment.  Of 
course,  I  shall  have  to  refer  to  the  methods 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John 
Bray,  at  a  later  stage. 

Sir  Joiix  Bray  :  We  do  not  require  the 
vrords  proposed  to  be  inserted  by  the  hon. 
member  at  all.  The  commonwealth  col¬ 
lects  the  revenue ;  they  expend  what  they 
want  for  the  purposes  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  and  they  return  the  balance. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWBAITH  :  Quite 
so ;  but  I  have  given  reasons,  I  think, 
[Sir  Thomas  Mcllvxraith, 
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wdiy  the  words  are  required.  I  have  shown 
that  the  provision  in  the  clause  will  fall 
very  unequally  upon  the  different  colonies, 
and  that  it  will  not  carry  out  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
Take  the  converse  proposition.  Supposing 
the  committee  had  met,  and  the  Conven¬ 
tion  had  not  previously  decided  that  the 
federal  parliament  was  not  to  have  the 
administration  of  the  whole  of  the  cus¬ 
toms,  would  any  proposal  have  been  arrived 
at  other  than  that  each  colony  sliould  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  general  government  accord¬ 
ing  to  population]  That  is  all  I  want 
them  to  do— to  contribute  according  to 
population,  and  not  according  to  the 
amount  of  revenue  raised.  Supposing  we 
had  taken  another  course  and  had  said,. 
‘‘  We  will  place  the  revenues  from  the 
pastoral  lessees  of  the  colonies  in  the  hands^ 
of  the  general  government,”  would  that 
have  been  fair  ]  I  sliould  think  that  the 
pastoral  lessees  are  pretty  well  worked  ouS^ 
in  Victoria ;  but  the  rents  from  pastoral 
leases  form  an  important  part  of  the 
revenue  of  Queensland  ;  and  if  a  course 
of  that  kind  had  been  adopted,  and  it  had 
been  decided  that  general  expenses  should 
be  paid  out  of  this  kind  of  revenue,  we 
should  find  that  Queensland,  through  her 
pastoral  lessees,  would  liave  to  pay  the 
great  part  of  the  exjieiises  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  The  hon. 
member,  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwmith,  has- 
asked  why  so  great  a  departure  was  made 
from  the  recoin meiidation  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  and,  no  doubt,  the  matter  re¬ 
quires  explanation.  I  will  endeavour  te 
state  the  arguments  as  they  presented 
them.selves  to  the  Constitutional  Commit¬ 
tee  wlien  they  had  to  deal  with  this  mat¬ 
ter.  The  drafting  committee  took  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  em¬ 
bodied  it  in  the  bill  exactly  in  the  terms 
in  which  it  was  brought  up.  By  that  pro¬ 
posal  all  the  surplus  revenue  over  the 


[7  April,  1891.] 


Commonweal th  of 


Australia  Bill. 


807 


[7  Apbil,  189L] 


expenditure  of  the  com  rn  on  wealth  after 
the  imposition  of  a  uniform  tariff  was  to 
be  paid  back  to  the  several  states  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  numbers  of  their  people. 
That  course  involved  that  the  expenditure 
should  be  in  the  same  proportion,  because 
what  is  retained  would  be  in  the  same  pro¬ 
portion  as  that  which  is  given  back.  There 
is  no  doubt  about  that.  If  you  define  the 
principle  upon  which  the  return  is  to  be 
made  you  also  define  the  principle  upon 
which  the  expenditure  is  to  be  borne. 
That  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee,  however,  dealt  only  with  the  cus¬ 
toms  and  excise  duties.  When  we  came 
to  deal  with  the  matter  in  the  Constitu¬ 
tional  Committee  we  found  that,  having  pro¬ 
posed  to  give  parliament  absolute  powers 
of  taxation,  we  were  bound  to  deal  with 
the  possibility  that  they  should  raise  re¬ 
venue  from  other  sources  than  customs ; 
and  the  only  way  in  wdiich  w^e  could  see 
it  was  fair  to  return  direct  taxation  was 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  raised.  It 
w^as  pointed  out,  in  reference  to  some  par¬ 
ticular  branches  of  taxation,  that  the  bur¬ 
den  would  fall  almost  wholly  upon  certain 
states.  My  hon.  colleague  lias  given  the 
case  of  rev'enue  from  pastoral  properties. 
We  took  the  case  of  a  stock- tax  or  a  gold- 
tax,  which  are  burdens  which  would  fall 
very  unequally  on  different  colonies.  It 
is  quite  fair,  therefore,  that  these  ^vould 
not  be  returned  according  to  popula¬ 
tion. 

Sir  John  Bray:  It  would  not  be  fair 
to  mise  them  for  federal  purposes  I 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Still,  it 
might  be  necessary  to  raise  them  for  federal 
purpos(}S.  The  hon.  member  will  see  that 
w  e  have  to  face  contingencies.  The  hon. 
member  assumes  that  we  ai'e  going  to  live 
on  a  protective  tariff.  That  is  very  likely  ; 
but  it  is  equally  conceivable  that  our  suc- 
c6.ssors  may  be  of  a  different  opinion  to  us, 
and  may  resort  to  other  methods  of  taxa¬ 
tion.  I  object  to  argue  on  the  assumption 


that  all  knowledge  is  with  us.  I  think 
that  only  limited  knowledge  is  with  us, 
and  that  we  mu.st,  at  least,  admit  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  our  succes.sors  being  as  wise,  or 
w’iser,  than  we  are. 

Mr.  Munro  :  They  w  ill  have  more  in¬ 
formation  l)efore  them  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  That  is  so. 
This  is  the  difficulty  which  met  us.  It 
being  clear  that,  as  to  some  portions  of  re¬ 
venue,  at  any  rate,  the  return  should  be 
in  proportion  to  the  amounts  in  which  it  is 
received — in  proportion  to  the  contribu¬ 
tions  of  the  diflferent  states — we  felt  it 
hard  to  justify  charging  the  cost  of  go¬ 
vernment  at  per  head.  I  do  not  know 
that  this  point  was  very  much  considered; 
but  it  certainly  appeared  to  be  an  anom- 
ally  that  you  should  return  the  money 
upon  one  basis  and  charge  the  expenditure 
upon  another.  In  those  colonies  from 
w’hich  the  contribution  per  head  is  great¬ 
est  the  cost  of  government  is  usually 
greatest  too,  for  very  much  the  same  state 
of  society  as  induces  a  larger  contribution 
per  head — certainly  of  custom.s — involves 
an  increased  cost  of  government  per  head. 
I  am  indicating  the  arguments  that  oc¬ 
curred  to  the  Constitutional  Committee. 
We  had  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  coming 
to  any  satisfactory  solution  of  the  matter ; 
but  at  last  we  modified  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  in  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  which  had  been  embodied  in  the 
bills  before  us  by  making  a  more  gene¬ 
ral  provision  with  respect  to  all  revenue. 
The  Finance  Committee  themselves  were 
of  opinion  that  this  was  the  proper  rule 
until  there  w'as  a  uniform  tariff'.  Then, 
why  does  it  cease  to  be  fair  after^vards  ? 

I  recognise  that  it  will  be  very  incon¬ 
venient  afterwards. 

Mr.  Burgess  :  On  account  of  the  per¬ 
centage  of  duties  paid  in  the  various  colo¬ 
nies  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  If  they 
were  likely  to  be  equal  in  the  several 
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colonies,  tbe  system  per  head  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  would  be  the  proper  one.  Are  they 
likely  to  be  equal 

INIr.  Burgess  :  Bound  to  be  in  the  course 
of  time  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Isay  that 
they  are  absolutely  cerUiin  to  be  unequal, 
when  you  consider  the  different  conditions 
of  various  parts  of  Australia — as  unequal 
afterwards  as  before.  That  will  be  found 
from  the  tables  worked  out  by  the  Finance 
Committee.  It  is  not  a  uniformity  of 
tariff  that  will  bring  about  a  uniformity 
of  product.  We  knew,  also,  that  on  the 
system  of  return  per  head,  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  would  get  back  a  great  deal  more 
than  she  ever  contributed  without  any  de¬ 
duction  whatever  for  the  cost  of  govern¬ 
ment.  That  colony  would  get  back  all 
the  customs  revenue  paid  by  her  people, 
and  a  great  deal  more,  and  never  contri¬ 
bute  a  farthing  towards  the  cost  of  govern¬ 
ment.  Having  that  before  our  eyes,  could 
we  bring  up  a  bill  formally  proposing  such 
a  scheme  1  We  could  not  expect  to  keep 
it  secret.  The  public  would  want  to  know 
how  it  was  worked  out ;  and,  with  those 
facts  before  us,  we  were  bound  to  depart 
from  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
This  matter  had  our  anxious  consideration 
a  whole  evening,  and  Avas  discussed  from 
many  points  of  view.  The  proposal  in  the 
bill  seems  to  be  fair.  It  involves  incon¬ 
venience  ;  but  let  hon.  members  weigh  the 
inconvenience  and  injustice  of  any  rival 
scheme,  and  say  on  which  side  is  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  inconvenience.  There  is  incon¬ 
venience  on  either  side.  There  is  great 
inconvenience  on  this,  but  no  injustice;  on 
the  other  side,  there  is  le.ss  inconvenience, 
but  there  is  the  greatest  injustice.  I  would 
sooner  take  the  inconvenience  than  the 
injustice.  We  must  be  quite  clear  what 
we  are  doing  in  this  matter,  because  a 
mistake  made  in  settling  this  basis  will 
involve  the  rejection  of  the  constitution 
by  any  colony  that  is  unfairly  treated  by 
[Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 


it.  The  desire  for  federation  is  not  so 
great  that  j^eoplo  will  submit  to  manifest 
injustice  ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
people  of  Queensland  would  care  to  pay 
South  Australia’s  share  of  the  cost  of  the 
government  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
give  them  a  handsome  subsidy  per  head  as 
well. 

Mr.  Playfoud  :  We  do  not  want  any¬ 
thing  but  what  is  fair  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am  sure 
that  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Playford,  does 
not  want  anything  unfair  ;  but  avc  must  be 
able  to  demonstrate  that  this  is  fair  and  is 
likely  to  work  out  fairly.  I  rose  particu¬ 
larly  to  answer  the  challenge  given  by  my 
hon.  colleague — to  explain  why  we  de¬ 
parted  so  far  from  tlie  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee’s  report — and  I  hope  I  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  doing  so. 

Sir  THOMAS  McTLWRAITH  :  I  un¬ 
derstand  the  hon.  gentleman’s  argument  to 
be  that  the  committee  admitted  there  was 
a  great  difference  in  the  cost  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  different  colonies.  From  Avhat 
facts  did  they  conclude  that  there  was  such 
a  difference  in  the  cost  of  government  in 
the  different  colonies  that  in  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  it  Avould  be  8s.  4d.  and  in  Queensland 
15s.  4d.  per  head  1  They  had  not  the  facts 
before  them. 

Mr.  Playford  : - 

SirTHOM AS  McIL WRAITH :  I  could 
have  quite  imagined  such  a  sentimental 
argument  coming  from  my  hon.  friend,  the 
Premier  of  Victoria. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Oh,  dear  no  ! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  Not 
that  the  hon.  member  would  believe  in  that 
argument,  although  he  would  say  the  great 
bulk  of  these  cu.stoms  duties  are  con¬ 
tributed  by  peoi:)le  who  drink  whiskey  and 
that  sort  of  thing — and  therefore,  the  more 
customs  duties  they  pay,  the  more  gaols 
and  reformatories  avc  shall  want.  That  is 
a  sentimental  argument  ;  but  it  is  not  used 
by  sentimentalists,  and  how  can  it  be  used 
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by  an  astute  lawyer  like  the  Hon.  the  Pre¬ 
mier  of  Queensland  ?  Wliat  we  want  to 
know  is,  first — is  it  a  true  proposition  that 
we  should  contribute  towards  the  expenses 
of  government  in  proportion  to  population  ? 
Let  us  settle  that.  I  want  to  know  if  that 
is  true  ?  Tliere  has  never  been  any  dissent 
from  it  in  the  Finance  Committee,  nor  have 
I  heard  any  one  dissent  from  that  proposi¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Playford  :  That  is  done  on  an 
imaginary  tariff! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWKAITH  :  If 
that  is  admitted  to  be  true,  you  have  to 
charge  each  colony  according  to  its  popula¬ 
tion  towards  tlie  general  expenditure,  and 
return  it  the  balance  which  it  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  general  state.  That  is  what 
we  want  to  do.  We  want  to  return  the 
actual  balance. 

Colonel  SiiiTii  :  And  charge  each  one 
alike  ! 

Sir  THOMAS  MclLWRAITH  :  No, 
hand  them  back  the  actual  balance.  If 
one  colony  has  contributed  £2  10s.  a  head 
through  theircustoms,  andif  it  is  ascertained 
that  the  cost  of  the  general  government  is 
10s.  a  head  we  should  return  tliem  £2.  If 
another  colony  has  contributed  £3,  and 
10s.  jier  head  is  deducted  from  it  towards 
the  cost  of  general  government,  w’e  should 
return  them  £2  10s.  Is  that  not  abso¬ 
lutely  fair  1  I  will  put  it  in  another  way, 
for  I  heard  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford, 
say,  This  is  done  on  an  imaginary  tariff.” 
It  is  not  an  imaginary  tariff.  These  cal¬ 
culations  were  based  on  the  Victorian  tariff, 
but  if  anybody  objects  to  them  the  same 
calculations  were  made  by  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  IVIr.  ]Mcj\Iillan,  months  ago,  and  he 
had  them  when  I  came  here  ;  for  when  I 
went  for  the  same  information  I  found  that 
he  had  it,  and  I  got  it  the  next  day.  This 
is  one  of  the  suppressed  tables  wdiich  I 
think  never  should  have  been  suppressed, 
for  they  bear  so  directly  on  the  argument 
before  us.  It  is  a  remarkable  thing  that 


every  table  that  bears  on  that  has  been 
suppres.sed.  It  is  called  table  ‘‘  H,”  and  the 
heading  of  it  is  “  Revenue  which  would  be 
derived  from  each  province  if  in  addition  to 
duties  on  alcoholic  drinks,  tobacco,  opium, 
(kc.,  duties  equal  to  13  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
were  levied  on  foreign  produce  imported.” 
I  think  these  calculations  are  the  idea  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer — at  all  events,  they 
were  worked  out  by  the  Government  Statis¬ 
tician.  The  way  they  got  a  geneial  ad 
valorem  duty  of  13  per  cent,  was  this  : 
they  put  fixed  duties  on  all  such  things  as 
spirits,  opium,  tobacco,  and  so  forth,  and 
they  chose  a  tariff  which  would,  on  the 
general  importations,  give  the  full  amount 
of  the  contributions  through  customs  for 
the  previous  year.  That  they  found  to  be 
13  per  cent.,  and  if  they  had  the  w’hole  of 
that  there  would  be  a  universal  tariff  of  13 
per  cent.  This  is  how  it  'works  out :  If 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  so  far  as  regards 
the  clause  that  I  am  seeking  to  amend,  is 
carried  out,  and  the  colonies  pay  for  the 
general  government  according  to  their  con¬ 
tributions  through  this  tariff',  and  not  ac¬ 
cording  to  population.  New  South  Wales, 
instead  of  paying  11s.  5d.,  would  pay  12s. 
6d. ;  Victoria,  13s. ;  Queensland,  14s. ;  South 
Australia,  5s.  3d.;  Western  Australia,  18s. 
Id.;  Tasmania,  8s.  6d.;  and  New  Zealand, 
ILs.  4d. 

^Er.  Douglas  :  On  what  calculation  is 
that  based  % 

Sir  THOMAS  MclLWRAITH:  On 
the  tariff  they  have  explained. 

Sir  John  Bray^  :  An  imaginary  tariff'! 
Sir  THOMAS  MclLWRAITH  :  An 
imaginary  tariff* — a  tariff*  of  the  actual 
existing  fixed  duties  on  spirits  and  tobacco 
and  an  imaginary  tariff  of  13  per  cent, 
on  the  importations,  which  will  bring  it 
up  to  the  tariffs  as  they  exist  now.  I  know 
well  that  you  get  different  results  from 
different  tariffs ;  but  it  is  impossible  to 
make  a  tariff'  of  general  application  in  the 
colonies  that  will  not  come  out  with  the 
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same  results,  and  that  is  to  prove  that  mak¬ 
ing  the  colonies  contribute  to  the  general 
expenditure  according  to  the  amount  of 
their  customs  revenue  is  a  wrong  prin¬ 
ciple,  will  be  unequal,  will  depart  from 
the  principle  of  payment  according  to 
population,  and  will  fall  very  heavily  on 
some  of  the  colonies,  for  instance,  on 
Queensland  and  Western  Australia.  lion, 
members  say  it  is  an  imaginary  tariff  when 
I  use  the  Victorian  tariff,  and  it  is  an  im¬ 
aginary  tariff  when  I  take  a  tariff  made  up 
by  the  Government  Statistician.  I  should 
like  to  know  how  they  can  get  at  the  effects 
or  results  unless  in  this  way  ?  We  have  to 
fancy  something  that  wdll  be  done,  and  see 
what  the  result  will  be.  That  is  clearly 
proved  as  far  as  this  part  of  the  clause  is 
concerned.  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  the 
facts  referred  to  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
John  Bray,  because  that  would  lead  very 
likely  to  a  longer  debate.  But  this  is  a 
much  simpler  matter.  The  simplicity  of 
it  is  that  each  colony  shall  pay  according 
to  its  population,  and  after  its  proportion 
of  the  general  expenditure  is  deducted,  the 
actual  balance  of  its  contribution  shall  be 
handed  back,  and  not  an  average  be  made 
of  all  the  colonies. 

Mr.  BURGESS  :  The  hon.  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  asked  the  Committee  just 
now’  why  the  committee  recommended  a 
different  course  being  taken,  when  we 
Lad  a  federal  tariff,  from  that  which  we 
recommend  at  the  prasent  time.  If  the 
hon.  member  will  refer  to  the  table  that 
has  been  printed  showing  the  incidence  of 
thecustomsdutiesnow  levied  in  Australasia 
he  will  at  once  see  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  until  the 
federal  tariff  came  into  operation,  that  the 
balance,  after  the  payment  of  the  general 
expenses,  should  be  returned  in  proportion 
o  the  amount  raised.  Now,  for  instance, 
let  me  take  two  colonies,  New  South  Wales 
and  Victoria,  practically  with  the  same 
population.  Victoria  raises  £2,890,000 
[Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith. 
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under  her  tariff,  while  New  South  Wales 
raises  only  £  1 ,900,000.  1 1  would  be,  there¬ 
fore,  very  unfair  to  say  that  at  the  present 
time,  with  varied  tariffs — tariffs  showing 
that  in  one  colony  you  collect  only  £1  14g. 
Gd.  per  head,  whilst  in  another  colony  the 
amount  is  over  £4  per  head — the  unex¬ 
pended  balance  should  be  returned  to  each 
colony  in  proportion  to  its  population. 
The  committee  thought  that  after  the 
federal  tariff  had  come  into  operation  it 
would  then  be  fair  not  only  to  charge  the 
w’hole  of  the  expenses  of  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment  against  the  customs  and  excise 
revenue,  but  also  to  distribute  the  balance 
on  the  basis  of  population.  I  think  that  as 
the  hon.  member.  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith, 
has  referred  to  the  way  in  which  South 
Australia  \vould  be  benefited,  it  would 
be  well  to  look  at  the  other  side  of  the 
question.  Let  us  deal  with  the  question 
we  have  absolutely  before  us.  The  hon. 
member  proposes  that  the  expenses  shall 
be  charged  at  per  head  of  the  population. 
If  we  do  that,  what  shall  we  find  ?  We 
shall  find  that  South  Australia,  in  connec¬ 
tion  w’itli  her  postal  and  telegraph  service 
alone,  will  be  giving  up  a  revenue  of  over 
£30,000  per  annum,  whilst  Queensland 
will  be  benefited  at  the  expense  of  the 
federal  government,  on  that  service  alone, 
to  the  extent  of  over  £113,000.  That  is 
not  much,  the  hon.  gentleman  says ;  but  if 
he  will  just  take  the  trouble  to  look  into 
the  figures  on  the  basis  of  a  population  of 
422,000  persons,  he  will  see  that  it  means 
something  like  5s.  per  head  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  Queensland,  the  payment  of  which 
will  be  taken  over  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
vrill  be  relieved  to  that  extent.  And  so  it 
is  w’ith  other  colonies  in  other  ways.  The 
average  cost  of  defence,  I  find,  is  to  be 
3s.  3d.  per  head.  In  some  of  the  colonies 
— in  Victoria,  for  instance — the  defence 
force  costs  now  6s.  3d.  per  head,  so  that 
there  again  that  colony  will  be  relieved  to 
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the  extent  of  3s.  per  head  in  connection 
with  its  taxation.  Take,  again,  the  postal 
service  of  tliat  colony.  I  think  the  pre¬ 
sent  loss  is  something  like  .£50,000  per 
annum,  and  the  committee  calculated  in 
their  estimate  that,  with  the  reduced  post¬ 
age  to  the  United  Kingdom,  that  amount 
would  be  increased  to  over  £80,000  per 
annum.  In  considering  all  these  matters, 
the  committee  thought  that,  while  they 
were  prepared  to  recommend  that  the  vari¬ 
ous  colonies  should  be  relieved  of  those 
charges,  on  the  other  hand,  they  should 
share  in  the  general  benefits  wliich  would 
be  derived  from  the  establishment  of  a 
uniform  tariff.  These,  sir,  were  the  rea^ 
sons  which  actuated  the  committee  in 
making  the  recommendations  which  they 
did ;  and  I  maintain  that  if  you  decide 
that,  after  the  federal  tariff  is  estab¬ 
lished,  the  expenses  shall  be  charged  on 
one  basis,  and  the  balance  returned  on  an 
altogether  different  basis — I  maintain  that 
if  you  depart  from  the  recommendations 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  you  will  act  in 
defiance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  that  trade  and  commerce  between  the 
federated  colonies  shall  be  absolutely  free, 
and  you  will  altogether  intensify  the  an¬ 
noyances  and  embarrass  trade  more  than  it 
has  ever  been  embarrassed  in  the  past.  I 
think  that,  viewed  as  a  matter  of  absolute 
fairness  to  all  the  colonies,  it  is  right  that, 
if  we  are  prepared  to  take  over  the  whole 
of  the  responsibilities  by  which  we  relieve 
some  colonies,  w’e  should  be  equally  pre¬ 
pared  to  distribute  the  unexpended  bal¬ 
ance,  and  possibly  benefit  those  that  have 
been  injured  in  some  other  way. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER :  It  is  rather  diffi¬ 
cult  to  deal  with  the  proposal  now  before  us, 
.without  dealing  with  the  whole  question.  It 
is  quite  impossible  to  consider  the  question 
as  to  the  distribution  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  government,  without  also  dealing  with 
the  other  question  as  to  the  mannerin  which 
any  surplus  revenue — which  is  quite  cer¬ 


tain  to  accrue — is  to  be  disposed  of.  The 
proposal  of  the  hon.  member  is  that  we 
should  distribute  the  expenditure  accord¬ 
ing  to  population,  and  the  surplus  accord¬ 
ing  to  contribution,  and  he  has  quoted 
figures  to  show  the  exceedingly  unjust  in¬ 
cidence  of  any  proposal  such  as  is  con¬ 
tained  in  the  bill  as  brought  before  the 
committee,  and  which  follows  the  report 
of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  took  South  Australia  and  Queensland 
as  two  extreme  cases,  and  he  made  the 
Queensland  contribution  15s.  4d.,  and  the 
South  Australian,  8s.  4d.  But  he  did 
not  take  into  consideration  the  other  mat¬ 
ters  referred  to  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Burgess,  and  that  when  the  post-offices  and 
other  institutions  are  taken  over,  the  in¬ 
cidence  would  adjust  itself,  because,  as  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Burgess,  pointed  out,. 
Queensland,  by  the  giving  up  of  her  post- 
offices,  would  gain  at  once  5s.,  reducing  her 
contribution  to  10s.  4d.  South  Australia,, 
on  the  other  hand,  would  immediately  lose 
2s.,  instead  of  getting  a  proQt  of  £30,000- 
at  the  rate  of  2s.  per  head  of  her  population^ 
and  the  result  wmuld  be  that  so  far  from 
the  colony  being  placed  in  an  advantage¬ 
ous  position  in  comparison  with  Queens¬ 
land,  both  colonies  would  be  placed  in 
identically  the  same  position.  Surely  the 
hon.  member  cannot  seriously  propose  that 
one  rule  is  to  be  applied  to  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  expenditure,  and  another  to 
the  distribution  of  the  surplus.  But  there 
is  altogether  above  and  beyond  this,  and 
is  something  which,  as  it  appe^irs  to  me,, 
that  is  the  question  as  to  whether  we  seri¬ 
ously  mean  to  have  any  federation  at  all. 

I  have  heard  many  lion,  members,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  speak  most  strongly  of  the  terrible 
position  in  which  the  colonies  were  placed 
through  the  interference  between  them 
created  by  the  customs-houses  on  their 
borders.  Those  customs- houses  may  be 
as  great  a  curse  to  the  colonies  as  hon. 
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gentlemen  Lave  described  them  to  be ; 
but,  at  all  events,  they  are  established 
only  for  the  purpose  of  each  state  pro¬ 
tecting  itself  against  individuals,  possibly 
within  its  own  boundaries,  and  possibly  in 
otlier  states.  Now  we  are  asked  to  agree 
to  something  still  more  invidious  than  the 
custom-houses  to  which  hon.  members  ob¬ 
ject,  inasmuch  as  each  state  would  have 
to  protect  itself,  not  against  individuals 
within  its  own  borders,  or  in  other  com¬ 
munities,  but  directly  against  the  other 
states.  We  should  initiate  this  feder¬ 
ation,  the  basis  of  which  is  to  be  a  kindly 
and  friendly  feeling  tliroughout  Australia, 
with  states  having  mutual  distrust  of  one 
another,  and  having  to  impose  barriers 
far  more  mischievous  in  their  operations 
than  the  custom-houses  which  now  exist. 
The  representatives  of  the  larger  colonies 
who  take  this  view  also  forget - 

Mr.  Muxro  :  We  have  not  expressed 
our  views  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  do  not  know 
what  view  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro, 
takes ;  but  I  do  know  that  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  has  certain  views  upon  the  matter, 
and  as  far  as  each  of  the  larger  colonies  is 
concerned,  if  they  object  to  the  just  and 
equal  method  recommended  by  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  if  they  can  show  that 
in  its  immediate  incidence  some  loss  or 
inequality  might  arise,  so  far  as  a  par¬ 
ticular  colony  is  concerned,  I  would  ask 
them  to  recollect  one  other  thing,  that 
is,  the  strong  disposition  to  centralisa¬ 
tion  everywhere — the  strong  inclination 
of  every  one  to  go  to  the  largest  centre  of 
population.  When  the.se  customs  barriers 
are  removed,  undoubtedly,  as  tlie  hon. 
member.  Sir  John  Bray,  has  said,  the 
•smaller  colonies  will  obtain  tlieir  goods,  to 
a  much  larger  extent  than  at  present,  from 
tlie  larger  centres.  Therefore,  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  benefit  of  this  arrangement 
must  be  reaped  by  the  larger  colonies  ]  so 
that,  even  if  they  sustain  some  incidental 
[-Sir  John  D owner „ 


loss,  it  will  be  much  more  than  made  up 
to  them  by  their  commanding  position 
and  the  attractions  that  would  offer  to 
the  population  of  Australia  generally. 
Having  listened  to  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Thomas  Mcllwraith,  and  looked  at  his 
figures,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  rea¬ 
son  for  departing  from  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee.  A[)art  from  that  al¬ 
together,  with  such  shifting  communities, 
one  colony  having  most  population  one 
day,  and  another  colony  having  most  popu¬ 
lation  a  little  afterwards,  it  would  be  inex¬ 
pedient  for  us  to  endeavour  to  make  any 
arrangement  ha.sed  on  the  assumption  that 
the  relation  of  the  population  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  to  each  other  will  continue  as  at  pre¬ 
sent.  From  every  point  of  view — from 
the  grand  national  point  of  view  on  which 
this  federation  is  endeavoured  to  he 
launched,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
interest  of  the  commonwealth,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  mutual  good  feeling  be¬ 
tween  tlie  states,  from  every  consideration 
that  patriotism  and  public  feeling  could 
urge — we  should  start  on  the  basis  which 
the  Finance  Committee  recommended,  re¬ 
cognising  in  this  distribution  nothing  but 
population,  and  restore  the  clau.se  which 
the  Finance  Committee  recommended,  and 
which  was  inserted  in  the  bill  when  it 
came  before  the  Constitutional  Committee. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH :  The 
hon.  member,  Sir  John  Downer,  has  just 
made  a  speech  which  I  would  have  made 
myself.  I  do  not  want  to  do  anything  else 
in  my  amendment  than  to  stand  by  the 
recommendation  of  the  Finance  Commit¬ 
tee. 

Sir  John  Downer;  Then,  that  is  all 
riglit ! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  That 
has  been  my  contention  all  through,  and 
lion,  members  must  have  misunderstood 
me.  The  amendment  I  have  moved  is  to 
insert  certain  words  after  the  word  com¬ 
monwealth  - 


Australia  Bill, 


S13 


[7  April,  1891.] 


Commonwealth  of 

Sir  J oiiN  Downer  :  So  far  I  agi'ee  with 
the  hon.  member  ! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWIlAITII  :  In 
order  to  comply  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Finance  Committee  : 

Tlmt  the  revenue  from  customs  and  excise  be 
devoted  first  to  the  payment  of  all  expenditure 
authorised  by  the  federal  government,  such 
expenditure  to  be  charged  to  the  several  colo¬ 
nies  according  to  population. 

That  is  the  whole  of  my  amendment  at 
the  present  time.  I  do  not  wdsh  to  pro¬ 
pose  any  more. 

Sir  John  Downer:  The  hon.  member 
does  not  want  the  other  1 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  I  am 
not  going  to  pledge  myself  to  support  Sir 
John  Bray^s  amendment.  I  shall  liave 
other  facts  to  bring  forward  on  that.  I 
am  not  opposing  the  recommendation  of 
the  Finance  Committee. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  That  is  what  the  hon. 
member  is  doing  ! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH:  I  take 
the  first  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
and  say^  we  should  carry  that  out.  I  have 
declined  to  reply  to  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
John  Bray,  until  his  motion  is  brought 
forward,  wlien  I  will  be  prepared  to  give 
my  reasons. 

Sir  JOHN  DO  \VXER  :  I  knew  what 
the  hon.  member  meant,  because  there  was 
a  telegram  before  the  Constitutional  Com¬ 
mittee  representing  the  hon.  members 
views  in  an  unmistakable  manner,  and  I 
have  no  reason  to  think  that  he  has  since 
changed  his  opinion. 

Mr.  McMlLLAN  :  I  think  most  hon. 
members  will  recognise  that  this  is  one 
of  the  most  difficult  questions  wdiich  has 
come  before  the  Convention.  The  diffi¬ 
culty  arises  out  of  this  :  No  matter  wdiat 
arrangement  you  may  make,  it  wall  not 
be  an  absolutely  symmetrical  arrangement. 
There  is  no  arrangement  conceivable  wdiich 
will  work  at  the  present  time,  and  wdiich 
will  w'ork  equitably  in  the  future  under 
other  conditions.  I  think  it  w^as  due  to 


the  Convention  that  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
Thomas  Mcllwraith,  should  have  stated 
that  this  is  an  amendment  on  which  there 
w’ould  be  a  consequential  amendment;  be¬ 
cause  w’e  are  liable  to  debate  tw’o  abso¬ 
lutely  incongruous  things.  The  question 
is  :  Are  w^e  going  back  to  the  position  of  tlie 
Finance  Committee,  or  do  w^e  intend  to  ac¬ 
cept  this  as  awdiole,  oronly partially  1  There 
are  actually  three  propositions  before  us — 
first,  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  Thomas  Mcllwi'aith,  amending  the  first 
part  of  this  clause,  and  lea^dng  the  second 
part  to  stand  as  it  is.  Then  there  is  the 
proposition  that  w'e  should  take  the  bill 
as  it  stands.  There  is  a  third  proposition, 
that  after  making  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Thomas  Mcll¬ 
wraith,  w'e  should  go  riglit  back  to  the 
original  report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
We  should  have  the  issue  clearly  before  us 
at  present.  The  recommendation  of  the 
Finance  Committee  w^as  this :  that  we 
should  i)i*actically  take  the  basis  of  popu¬ 
lation  all  through.  We  debated  the  ques¬ 
tion  whether  that  was  fair  under  existing 
circumstances,  and  we  made  a  provision 
by  wffiich  existing  circumstances  should  be 
dealt  w'ith  on  a  separate  basis,  leaving  it 
open  afterwards  to  the  federal  parliament 
to  go  back  to  the  population  basis.  That 
was  the  position  taken  up  by  the  Finance 
Committee.  Personally,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  although  there  might  be  soma 
inequality  and  apparent  injustice  to  my 
own  colony  or  to  another,  I  thoroughly 
agree  with  the  lion,  member.  Sir  John 
Downer,  that  if  w^e  are  going  to  federate 
at  all  W’e  must  accept  these  inequalities. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  it  w’ould  be  better, 
perhaps,  as  a  wdiole,  if  this  amendment  of 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  Thomas  Mclhvraithy 
be  accepted,  to  go  right  back  to  the  popu¬ 
lation  basis.  1  know  very  w^ell  that  that 
population  basis  w’ould  have  a  very  curious 
effect  with  regard  to  South  Australia.  In 
fact,  according  to  a  set  of  figures  which 
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were  made  out,  South  Australia  would  get 
its  government,  to  a  certain  extent,  very 
cheaply.  At  the  same  time,  we  must  have 
some  kind  of  symmetry,  even  if  it  turns  out 
to  be  unequal  in  its  incidence.  As  the  colo¬ 
nies  increase  in  volume,  a  great  deal  of  in¬ 
equality  will  disappear,  and  I  would  very 
much  prefer  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Thomas 
iMcIlwraith,  to  declare  that  he  wishes  to 
restore  in  toto  the  recommendation  of  the 
Finance  Committee.  That  would  be  ab¬ 
solutely  fair,  and  at  the  same  time  it  would 
leave  it  open  for  the  parliament  of  the 
future  to  carry  out  arrangements  on  the 
most  equitable  lines  according  to  their 
mature  consideration. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  I 
have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  declar¬ 
ing  that  I  am  perfectly  prepared  to  stand 
by  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance 
Committee. 

Sir  John  Bray  ;  That  is  all  I  want ! 

Sir  THOMxiS  McILWRAITH  :  But 
what  is  that  recommendation  ? 

Sir  John  Bray  :  I  will  show  what  it  is! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWBAITH  :  I 
know  that  the  hon.  memV3er  is  going  to 
put  a  construction  on  the  report  on  ac¬ 
count  of  two  or  three  words  which  were 
omitted  after  I  had  left  the  committee — 
that  is,  that  the  whole  arrangement  is  to 
be  changed  after  a  uniform  tariff  is  estab- 
lislied. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  That  is  the  report  of 
the  committee  1 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  That 
is  the  report  I  do  not  agree  with.  The 
hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray,  will  remem¬ 
ber  the  position  in  which  it  stood.  The 
whole  of  the  latter  part  of  the  recommend¬ 
ation  w’as  mine.  The  hon.  member.  Sir 
John  Bray,  put  forward  a  further  recom¬ 
mendation,  and  I  said,  “  Well,  I  have  no 
objection  to  that.”  That  forms  the  first 
four  lines  of  the  5  th  paragrai)h  of  the  re¬ 
port,  and  in  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John 
[J/r.  McMillan. 


Bray^s  manuscript  there  occurred  the  words 
“  a  few  years  ”  or  some  years.” 

Sir  John  Bray  :  The  words  wore  “some 
time  after”  1 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  I  will 
take  those  words,  and  the  recommendation 
read  in  this  way :  “  Tliat  some  time  after  a 
uniform  tariff  has  come  into  operation  the 
surplus  revenue  may  fairly  be  distributed 
amongst  the  various  colonies  according  to 
population.”  I  said  that  I  agreed  to  that 
at  once.  I  admit  the  principle  that  a  time 
will  come  wlien  the  populations  of  all  the 
colonies  will  approximate.  I  urged  that 
myself,  and  had  no  hesitation  whatever, 
nor  have  I  any  hesitation  now,  in  saying 
that  the  principle  on  which  I  insist  shall 
be  revised  by  the  federal  government  at 
any  time  within  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  years. 
That  is  what  I  said  at  the  meeting  of  the 
committee.  But  it  is  a  very  different  thing 
to  say  that  as  soon  as  a  uniform  tariff  is 
arranged  it  shall  have  a  certain  effect,  that 
is,  that  the  surplus  shall  be  distributed  ac¬ 
cording  to  population.  That  I  never  agreed 
to,  nor  did  any  member  of  the  committee 
advocate  it.  The  hon.  member.  Sir  John 
Bray,  did  not  advocate  it.  His  own  words 
were  that  after  some  years  the  time  would 
come  when  we  might  fairly  distribute  any 
surplus  according  to  population  ;  but  the 
time  has  not  yet  come  to  do  it. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  It  was  unfortunate 
for  the  Finance  Committee  that  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  had  to 
leave  when  he  did  ;  but  if  he  is  content  to 
accept  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance 
Committee  which  was  included  in  the  first 
draft  bill  prepared  by  the  Constitutional 
Committee,  I  shall  be  satisfied.  I  felt,  and 
we  all  felt,  dissatisfied  with  tlie  pro})osal 
that  we  were  to  estimate  the  revenue  of 
each  colony,  charge  so  much  per  head  for 
the  cost  of  government,  and  return  the 
surplus  in  that  way.  No  one  was  satisfied 
with  that  proposal.  No  definite  proposal 
was  submitted  for  some  time  to  overcome 
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the  difficulty  ;  but  at  last  ^ve  got  one,  the 
words  of  which  are  in  the  report : 

That  after  a  uniform  tariff  has  come  into 
operation  the  surplus  revenue  may  fairly  be  dis¬ 
tributed  amongst  the  various  colonies  according 
to  population. 

That  is  all  I  ask  the  Committee  to  agree 
to.  When  a  uniform  tariff  is  adopted  we 
have  to  assume  that  that  tariff  is  based  in 
such  a  way  as  to  fall  fairly  upon  the  whole 
of  the  people  of  Australia,  and  also  that  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  keep  a  check  as  to  the 
goods  crossing  each  border,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  reckon  up  the  amount  of  dutiable  goods 
consumed  in  each  colony.  If  we  have  to 
do  this,  we  shall  lose  half  the  advantages 
of  federation  and  destroy  the  benefits  of 
intercolonial  free-trade.  If  trade  between 
the  colonies  is  to  be  as  this  bill  provides, 
in  language  as  clear  as  any  that  can  be 
used,  absolutely  free  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other,  it  is  utterly  incon¬ 
sistent  with  that  idea  to  have  an  array  of 
customs  officers,  or  whatever  else  you  may 
call  them,  to  find  out  the  value  of  the 
goods  sent  from  one  colony  to  another.  If 
there  is  to  be  free-trade  there  should  be  no 
inquiry,  and  no  means  of  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  dutiable  goods  consumed  in 
each  colony.  Perhaps  it  will  simplify  the 
matter  if,  instead  of  proposing  the  amend¬ 
ment  in  the  way  in  which  I  did,  I  am 
allowed  to  propose,  in  lieu  of  clauses  9  and 
10,  the  draft  clause  prepared  by  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  Committee,  and  I  will  do  that, 
with  the  permission  of  lion,  members,  when 
the  amendment  of  Sir  Thomas  Mcll wraith 
is  disposed  of.  That  clause  is  as  follows  : 

9.  After  the  imposition  of  such  uniform  duties 
the  surplus  revenue  derived  from  duties  of 
customs  and  duties  of  excise  on  goods  the 
subject  of  customs  duties,  remaining  over  and 
above  the  necessary  expenditure  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  shall  be  jiaid  to  the  several  states  in 
proportion  to  the  numbera  of  their  people. 
Such  payments  shall  be  made  monthly,  or  at 
such  intervals  as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

That  is  clause  9  of  the  first  draft  bill. 
Then  it  goes  on  to  provide  that  in  the 


meantime  after  these  uniform  duties  have 
been  imposed  the  revenue  is  to  be  applied 
in  the  way  suggested  by  thehon.  member. 
Whilst  the  duties  are  unequal,  whilst  the 
people  of  one  colony  are  paying  more  than 
the  people  of  another,  they  are  fairly 
entitled  to  any  surplus  revenue  obtained 
from  them  according  to  the  amount  which 
they  pay.  I  will  move  that,  as  it  simpli¬ 
fies  matters  and  means  the  same  thinsr. 
It  will  come  more  clearly  to  lion,  mem¬ 
bers,  and  will  convey  exactly  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Finance  Committee,  which 
seemed  to  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
Constitution  Committee  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance.  I  presume  that  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  first  to  dispose  of  the  amendment  now 
before  the  Committee.  I  would  ask  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  to 
consider  this.  If  the  idea  of  a  common¬ 
wealth  for  the  people  of  Australia  is  to 
consist  in  making  each  colony  pay  so  much 
per  head  in  proportion  to  population,  then 
the  idea  of  this  free  interchange  of  goods 
and  uniform  customs  tariff  is  perfectly  un¬ 
necessary.  There  is  a  much  simpler  way 
of  getting  so  much  per  head  than  saying, 
“  We  will  take  away  from  you  the  right 
to  impose  customs  duties,  we  will  impose 
duties  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  people 
of  Australia,  we  w’ill  reckon  up  how  much 
your  colony  pays  separately  for  the  benefit 
of  Australia,  and  return  to  you  as  much 
as  we  assume  you  have  paid  on  the  basis 
of  your  population.”  I  say  that  any  figures 
made  up  on  this  idea  will  be  utterly  unreli¬ 
able,  will  cause  great  dissatisfaction,  and 
break  down  all  attempts  to  establish  a  com¬ 
monwealth. 

Sir  THOMAS  McTLWRAITH  :  If  I 
were  in  the  happy  position  of  the  hon. 
member,  of  advocating  the  cause  of  a  colony 
that  w'as  going  to  benefit  so  largely,  I 
should  appeal  with  the  same  happy  smile 
to  my  opponent  to  take  my  view  of  his 
actions  without  finding  it  necessary  to 
urge  any  reason.  But  being  placed  where 
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I  am,  and  Laving  to  defend  my  action, 
knowing  that  my  constituents  will  ask  the 
reason  for  the  votes  I  have  given,  I  want 
to  be  changed  by  reason,  not  by  an  appeal 
in  such  general  terms  as  that  which  the 
hon.  member  has  made.  Why  did  we  not 
hear  this  appeal  in  the  Financial  Com¬ 
mittee  ?  There  were  only  two  general  pro¬ 
positions  before  it  until  I  left.  I  w^as  only 
absent  one  day,  and  we  had  arranged  every¬ 
thing.  The  lion,  member.  Sir  John  Bray, 
agreed  to  put  the  whole  of  his  recommend¬ 
ations  alongside  of  mine,  and  the  com¬ 
mittee  did  not  disagree  with  that.  After  I 
had  left  they  made  a  very  material  change 
in  the  whole  thing  by  leaving  out  what  I 
always  insisted  on — that  the  change  should 
take  place  only  after  a  certain  time.  But 
the  whole  of  the  facts  pointed  to  one 
thing,  and  that  w^as,  that  at  the  present 
time  it  would  be  unequal  to  all  the  colo¬ 
nies  ;  in  fact,  politically  iniquitous  to 
apply  the  principle  that  the  hon.  member 
was  in  favour  of  at  that  time.  Now,  what 
is  the  principle  which  he  is  advocating  at 
the  present  time  in  his  very  mild  way]  I 
wdsh  he  had  brought  forw’ard  the  facts 
which  were  before  the  committee  and  which 
satisfied  them.  We  had  figures  in  the  tables 
wdiicli  have  been  left  out  of  the  report  of 
the  committee,  and  which  infiuenced  the 
committee  most  materially  in  coming  to  a 
conclusion.  They  produced  a  report  wdiich 
showed  the  efiect  of  the  uniform  tariff  on 
the  importations  of  the  colony  in  1889, 
the  latest  date  to  which  the  statistics  were 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  Statis¬ 
tician.  Wo  had  that  table  before  us,  and 
this  is  wdiat  that  table  meant.  Of  course 
there  have  been  dLscrepancies  found  which 
altered  the  figures  to  some  extent,  but 
which  do  not  alter  the  principle.  I  ought 
to  have  prefaced  my  remarks  by  saying 
that  I  am  forced  into  this  discussion,  which 
is  quite  alien  to  the  amendment  wdiich  I 
have  proposed,  by  the  continual  attempt 
made  by  other  delegates  to  force  the  dis- 
[Sir  Thomas  Mcllwrailh, 


cussion  on  their  proposed  amendments,  I 
have  been  ahvays  restraining  myself  in 
speaking  about  my  own  amendment,  and  I 
ouglit  not  to  bo  liable  to  attack  from  tli3 
Colonial  Treasurer  of  New  South  Wales  for 
not  having  declared  wdiat  I  intended  to  do 
in  reference  to  another  amendment.  I 
have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  declar¬ 
ing  that  I  mean  to  oppose  it.  I  would 
have  given  that  answer  at  once  if  I  had 
been  asked.  I  had  no  intention  of  sup¬ 
pressing  my  opinion  on  the  subject,  but  1 
did  not  express  it  because  it  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  amendment  with  which  I 
w’as  dealing.  The  hon.  member.  Sir  John 
Bray,  in  bringing  forward  this  bigger  ques¬ 
tion,  is  confusing  the  matter.  My  amend¬ 
ment  w’as  a  very  simple  matter ;  his  is  a 
question,  and  it  forces  me  to  go  into 
that  question,  although  in  so  doing  I  am 
going  aw’ay  from  the  subject  of  debate. 
The  result  of  that  information,  wdiich  we 
had  before  us  for  1889,  was  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  uniform  tariff,  after  each 
colony  had  contributed  p?*o  raid  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  population  to  the  expenses  of  the 
central  government,  and  had  had  the 
amount  of  the  surplus  returned  to  it  ac¬ 
cording  to  population,  New^  South  Wales, 
instead  of  paying  12s.  per  head  for  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  government,  w^ould  have  paid 
14s.  2d.  ;  Victoria,  instead  of  paying  12s. 
would  have  paid  16s.  Id.  ;  Queensland,  in¬ 
stead  of  12s.,  w'ould  have  paid  19s.  lOd. ; 
South  Australia,  instead  of  paying  T2s., 
w'ould  have  paid  nothing  whatever ;  she 
w^ould  have  got  the  wdiole  of  her  customs 
revenue  back,  and,  in  addition,  a  contri¬ 
bution  from  the  fund  of  11s.  per  head  of 
population.  That  is  how  this  principle 
would  Avork,  of  distributing  the  surplus 
according  to  population.  AVestern  Aus¬ 
tralia,  instead  of  paying  12s.  for  the  cost 
of  government,  would  have  paid  £1  l^s. 
8d.,  the  largest  contribution  of  all.  Tas¬ 
mania  is  in  the  same  happy  position  as 
South  Australia  ;  she  gets  back  the  whole 
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of  her  customs  revenue,  and  Is.  6d.  per 
liead  of  lier  population  as  a  bonus  from 
the  other  colonies.  New  Zealand  is  in  a 
sort  of  medium  position  ;  she  pays  98.  5d., 
instead  of  12s.,  to  the  cost  of  the  general 
government. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  What  would 
Western  Australia  have  to  pay  % 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWIlAITH  :  She 
would  have  lo  pay  £1  15s.  8d. 

Mr.  Burgess  :  This  is  all  imaginary  1 
Sir  THOMAS  McIL WRAITH  :  Hon. 
gentlemen  will  insist  upon  Siiying  that  it 
is  imaginary  ;  but  we  have  to  suppose  a 
tariff,  to  see  wliat  the  effect  of  it  will  be. 
I  have  worked  out  the  facts  "with  regard 
to  the  Victorian  tariff,  and  they  bear  me 
out  in  my  argument.  It  is  possible  tliat 
a  tariff  like  the  Victorian  tariff  may  be 
adopted.  I  do  not  say  that  I  will  advocate 
it.  I  do  not  express  an  opinion  as  to  the 
advisability  of  a  tariff  of  that  sort.  But 
what  I  say  is  that  if  the  Victorian  tariff  is 
adopted,  it  will  bring  about  results  approxi¬ 
mating  to  those  I  have  enumerated. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  No  ! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  I  will 
give  the  hon.  gentleman  the  figures,  wliich 
will  be  distributed  in  print  in  the  course  of 
Iialf  an  hour.  According  to  those  figures, 
Soulli  Australia  does  not  appear  as  what  I 
might  call  a  defaulter  to  the  extent  that  she 
does  at  present;  but  she  is  still  pretty 
low  down  in  the  list  We  shall  have  to 
contribute  a  certain  amount  to  her  out  of 
our  revenue,  and  make  her  a  present  be¬ 
sides  of  the  wdiole  of  her  customs  revenue. 
Hon.  members  will  ask,  how  does  this 
come  about  ?  It  is  quite  easy  to  see  how 
it  comes  about.  Tlie  South  Australian 
tariff,  considering  the  amount  of  duties  on 
specific  articles  and  ad  valorem  duties,  is 
far  the  heaviest  in  the  Australian  colonies 
— I  am  not  quite  sure  about  New  Zealand, 

I  have  not  given  her  tarift'  very  much  atten¬ 
tion  ;  but  then  it  does  not  produce  any¬ 
thing.  What  is  the  use  of  putting  a  duty 
3  F 


of  X5  on  a  silk  gown  if  no  one  wears  a  silk 
gown — if  only  cotton  gowns  are  -worn? 
What  Ls  the  use  of  placing  a  duty  of  14s. 
a  gallon  on  good  Scotch  whiskey  when  the 
people  swill  their  ow’n  acidulated  wines  ? 
The  tariff,  as  I  say,  does  not  produce  any¬ 
thing.  That  is  how  it  comes  about  that 
the  figures  are  so  frightfully  unequal.  Is 
it  not  very  absurd  to  say  w^e  will  return 
the  contributions  according  to  population 
wdiile  South  Australia  has  paid  .so  little 
in  proportion  to  its  population  into  the 
general  fund  ?  Then  look  at  another  table 
which  was  suppressed,  and  which  bears  so 
minutely  on  this  subject — table  H.  Tlie 
Colonial  Treasurer  of  New  South  Wales 
led  us  to  believe — I  think  unwittingly — 
that  he  had  only  suppressed  the  tables  that 
applied  to  the  Victorian  tariff. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Only  the  imaginary 
tables.  The  actual  facts  w^ere  given  ! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  With 
regard  to  the  tables  being  imaginary,  I 
repeat  again  that  it  is  only  by  imagining 
a  probable  or  possible  tariff  that  you  can 
arriv  e  at  the  facts.  I  have  no  objection, 
as  I  told  Sir  John  Bray  in  the  Finance 
Committee,  to  take  any  tariff'  he  proposes. 

I  suggested  that  we  should  take  the  tariffs 
of  all  the  colonies ;  but  this  was  not  agi^eed 
to,  because  the  Government  Statistician 
objected  that  the  preparation  of  such  a 
table  would  take  too  much  time.  I  did 
not  anticipate  that  this  Committee  w-ould 
sit  so  long,  and  I  regret  that  Ave  did  not 
have  the  information  furnished.  But  let 
us  take  table  H,  which  was  suppressed. 

It  is  very  interesting.  It  shows  the  “re¬ 
venue  which  would  be' derived  from  each 
])rovince  if,  in  addition  to  duties  on  alco¬ 
holic  drinks,  tobacco,  opium,  ckc.,  duties 
equal  to  13  per  cent,  ad  valorem  were  levied 
on  foreign  produce  imported.''  The  average 
amount  raised  by  the  whole  of  the' Aus¬ 
tralian  colonies  is  £2  6s.  4d.  per  inhabitant. 
Deducting  12s.  from  that,  the  amount  con¬ 
tributed  by  the  different  colonies  is  very 
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unequal.  New  South  Wales  contributes 
£2  8s.  5d.  ;  Victoria,  j£2  10s.  4cl.  ;  Queens¬ 
land,  £'l  14s.  2d.  ;  South  Australia — this 
is  the  cause  of  the  enthusiasm — £1  3.s.  4d.; 
Western  Austnilia,  <£3  9s.  lid.;  Tasma¬ 
nia,  XI  12s.  lOd. — there  is  a  little  mild 
enthusiasm  in  that  quarter  too  ;  New  Zea¬ 
land,  Jj2  3s.  8d.  That  makes  an  average 
of  £2  6s,  4d.  If  we  deduct  from  the 
amount  raised  per  head  by  the  different 
colonies  the  sum  of  12.s.,  the  cost  of  the 
federal  government — 11s.  5d.  is  the  actual 
amount,  but  I  have  taken  a  lump  sum  ;  it 
does  not  affect  the  argument — the  result  is 
an  average  amount  to  he  returned  out  of 
the  surplus  of  XI  14s,  4d.  per  head  of  the 
population.  The  full  amount  to  which 
New  South  Wales  is  entitled — that  is,  if 
she  gets  back  tJie  real  balance  due  from 
the  amount  she  has  contributed  to  the  cus¬ 
toms — isX2  8s.  5d.,  which,  less  12s.,  would 
leave XI  16s.  5d.,  instead  of  XI  14s  4d.  She 
contributes  therefore  a  bonus  to  South 
Australia  and  Tasmania  of  2s.  Id.  per 
head  of  her  population.  Victoria  con¬ 
tributes  about  double  the  amount.  She 
ought  to  get  back  XI  18s.  4d.,  and  accord- 
ing  to  population  she  only  receives  XI  14s. 
4d.,  or  4s.  less  than  she  is  entitled  to. 
Queensland,  according  to  the  principle 
agreed  to  by  the  committee,  ought  to  get 
back  X2  2s.  2d.,  instead  of  which  she  only 
receives,  according  to  population,  XI  14s. 
4d,,  or  /s.  lOd.  per  head  less  than  she  is 
entitled  to.  South  Australia  actually  gets 
back  all  lier  customs  and  XI  3s.  per  head 
of  the  population  in  addition. 

Mr.  Playford  :  The  figures  must  be 
wrong.  Soutli  Anstralia  cannot  get  back 
^1  33.  per  head  in  addition  to  the  X600,000 
which  would  be  raised  from  customs  re¬ 
venue  I 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAmi :  If  the 
lion.*  gentleman  will  wait  until  I  have 
.  finished  the  table,  I  will  allow  him  to  reply. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  about  )South 
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Australia  will  raise  £3  Os.  1  Id.  per  head  of 
her  })opulation,  and  she  ought  to  get  back 
X2  15s.  lid.  ;  but,  as  she  only  gets  back, 
under  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
John  Bray,  XI  14s.  4d.,she  will  contribute 
XI  Is.  7d.  to  the  defaulting  colonies.  Tas¬ 
mania  would  contribute  XI  12s.  lOd.,  and 
she  ought  to  get  back  XI  Os.  lOd.  ;  but  as 
she  would  get  back  XI  14s.  4d.,  she  would 
be  presented  with  a  bonus  of  13s.  6d. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  If  these  figures  are 
printed,  why  cannot  the  hon.  member  dis¬ 
tribute  them  ? 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWIiAITH:  No, 
these  are  the  suppressed  papers.  Now,  I 
have  offered  to  apply  this  principle  to  every 
imaginable  tariff,  and  surely  if  it  applies 
in  every  case  I  have  proved  it  thoroughly. 
If  the  hon.  gentleman  thinks  it  is  such  a 
splendid  argument  to  say  that  it  would 
only  apply  to  an  imaginary  tariff  why  does 
he  not  bring  forward  a  tariff  to  which  it 
would  not  apply  ? 

Sir  John  Bray  :  I  want  to  base  my 
argument  on  facts  ! 

Mr.  Playford  :  The  hon.  member  has 
taken  the  worst  year  of  all  in  dealing  with 
South  Australia — the  year  when  we  had 
a  3-biishel  per  acre  harvest ! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  That 
is  another  thing,  and  we  will  give  the  re¬ 
presentatives  of  South  Australia  every 
latitude  with  regard  to  it.  I  did  not  know 
until  the  hon.  gentleman  told  me  that  I 
had  taken  a  bad  year  for  South  Australia. 
If  I  had  known,  I  should  have  picked 
another  year  ;  but  if  I  had  gone  further 
back  I  should  have  had  to  give  rcason.s  for 
doing  so. 

Mr.  Macdonald-Paterson  :  AVe  had  a 
bad  year  in  Queensland,  too  ! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  At 
all  events,  I  have  taken  the  latest  statis¬ 
tics.  Tlie  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford, 
asks  how  it  is  that  when  Soutli  Australia 
contributes  XI  3s.  4d.  they  will  actually 
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;get  back  £,\  3s.  more  than  that  amount. 
It  is  simply  because  the  average  amount 
to  be  returned,  if  it  is  returned  per  capita, 
Avill  be  c£l  14s.  4d.,  which  will  leave  3s. 
to  be  handed  back,  if  the  amendment  of 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray,  is  carried. 
By  their  mode  of  distribution  Queensland 
will  get  a  great  deal  less  than  she  ought,  and 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria  will  be  in 
the  same  position,  while  New  Zealand  will 
be  dealt  with  very  well,  and  Western 
Australia  will  be  the  biggest  victim  of  all, 
though  South  Australia  and  Tasmania 
will  actually  get  back  the  whole  of  their 
customs,  and  a  large  bonus  in  addition. 
Those  are  the  facts  that  came  befoi-e 
the  committee.  What  are  the  facts  that 
liave  come  before  us  since  ?  I  have  here 
a  table  which  was  made  out  this  morning, 
and  which  I  would  have  had  put  before 
the  Committee  days  ago  had  I  known  that 
these  tables  were  suppressed  ;  but  I  did 
not  know  it  until  last  night.  It  shows 
what  would  be  the  result,  if,  instead  of 
adopting  this  imaginary  tariff,  we  should 
adopt  the  Victorian  tariff.  New  South 
Wales  would  then  have  to  contribute  to 
the  expenses  of  the  federal  government, 
instead  of  11s.  5d.,  14s.  lid.,  supposing  the 
<listribution  were  made  according  to  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John 
Bray ;  Victoria,  instead  of  contributing 
11s.  5d.,  would  have  to  contribute  13s. 
3d.;  Queensland,  instead  of  11s.  5d.,  would 
have  to  pay  .£1  3s.  Id.  ;  and  South  Aus¬ 
tralia,  instead  of  paying  anything,  would 
receive  a  bonus  of  £1  Is.  3d.  per  head  of  the 
population.  Western  Australia  is  the 
only  colony  that  would  be  square.  She 
would  have  to  pay  11s.  Gd.  instead  of 
11s.  5d.,  or  Id.  more  than  she  ought  to 
pay;  Tasmania  would  pay  6s.  5d.,  and 
New  Zealand  Is.  Gd.  I  use  11s.  5d.  in¬ 
stead  of  12s.  because  the  Government 
Statistician  in  compiling  this  table  has 
taken  the  latest  returns.  The  effect  of 
applying  a  uniform  tariff  to  the  various 


colonies  would  be  to  punish  all  the  large 
consumers  of  goods.  Those  who  contri¬ 
buted  most  would  be  mulcted  to  benefit 
those  who  contribute  least.  But  that  is 
not  an  equitable  system  of  distribution. 
I  now  want  to  illustrate  another  argument 
advanced  against  my  amendment  by  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray.  He  said 
that  we  had  enough  trouble  at  the  present 
time  to  ascertain  the  amounts  to  be  paid 
at  the  custom.s,  and  if  we  were  to  keep  up 
the  existing  system  we  should  get  no 
advantage  from  the  federal  government. 
I  differ  entirely  from  the  hon.  member. 
Sir  John  Bray,  as  to  what  it  would  cost  to 
ascertain  the  amount  paid  in  the  shape  of 
duty  on  articles  actually  consumed  in  the 
different  colonies.  I  do  not  think  there 
would  be  any  great  difficulty  in  regard  to 
the  matter  at  all  Quite  independent  of 
that,  however,  the  matter  is  one  wffiich 
ought  to  be  faced,  so  that  our  statistics 
may  be  placed  on  a  proper  basis.  No  one 
has  a  higher  appreciation  of  the  talents  of 
Mr.  Coghlan  and  !Mr.  Hayter  in  getting 
up  the  statistics  of  the  various  colonies 
than  I  have.  The.se  gentlemen  are  worthy 
of  all  praise,  and  the  books  they  issue  are 
a  credit  to  the  colonies.  I  admire  these 
gentlemen  greatly,  and  I  often  have  reason 
to  be  grateful  to  them  for  the  information 
they  communicate.  They  cannot,  how¬ 
ever,  deal  with  information  which  they  do 
not  obtain,  and  a  great  deal  of  information 
which  they  do  not  obtain  should  and  ought 
to  be  obtained,  if  necessary,  at  considerable 
expense.  Take,  for  instance,  the  question 
as  to  how  South  Australia  figures  as  an 
exporter  and  importer.  One  is  surprised 
on  looking  at  the  terribly  hirge  amount  of 
imports  of  that  colony  in  proportion  to  the 
population  and  to  the  known  trade  ;  but 
when  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact 
that  the  whole  of  the  silver  and  the  lead 
which  comes  from  Broken  Hill  figures 
twice  in  the  statistics  of  the  colony — first, 
on  going  into  the  colony  at  the  Broken 
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Hill  boumliiry,  and  then  on  going  out  at 
Adelaide,  or  whatever  other  port  it  is 
shipped  from,  we  can  understand  why  the 
figures  are  so  large.  Another  fact  in  re¬ 
gard  to  South  Australia  is  that  all  the 
wool  that  comes  down  the  Murray  figures 
us  an  import  of  that  colony,  when  it  comes 
into  port  from  the  river,  and  then  it  figures 
as  an  export  on  going  out.  With  regard 
to  New  South  Wales,  all  the  gold  coming 
from  Mount  Morgan  figures  as  an  import, 
and  as  an  export,  too ;  and,  possibly,  it 
figui'es  also  as  an  import  and  export  of  Vic¬ 
toria.  All  these  statistics,  therefore,  are 
misleading,  and  I  contend  that  we  ought 
to  go  to  considerable  trouble  and  expense 
in  having  them  correct.  Tliere  can  be  no 
trouble  whatever  in  arriving  at  what  I  want 
to  arrive  at,  and  that  is  the  amount  of  money 
paid  by  the  different  colonies  on  the  goods 
consumed  in  those  colonies.  The  matter 
is  not  one  which  should  be  put  on  one 
side ;  let  it  be  referred  to  practical  men 
who  are  acquainted  with  business  and  with 
statistics,  and  I  will  guarantee  that  they 
will  furnish  a  report  that  it  will  cost  less 
to  obtain  the  statistics  properly  and  cor¬ 
rectly  than  the  Queensland  Government 
alone  will  have  to  hand  to  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  for  these  bonuses,  through  the  pecu¬ 
liar  mode  of  distribution  they  advocate, 
simply  because  it  is  the  only  ])ractical 
mode.  It  is  not  tlie  only  practical  mode ; 
it  could  be  done  perfectly  well  otherwise. 
With  regard  to  South  Australia  there  is 
very  little  difficulty  and  with  regard  to  the 
other  colonies  there  is  very  little  difficulty  ; 
and  the  difficulty  would  be  far  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  advantage  to  the 
colonies  in  knowing,  thoroughly,  the  extent 
of  their  busine.ss,  the  extent  of  their  manu¬ 
factures,  the  amounts  imported  and  ex¬ 
ported,  and  other  information  which  we 
do  not  possess  at  the  present  time.  Hon. 
delegates  seem  to  imagine  that  tliere  is 
some  kind  of  symmetry  between  distri¬ 
buting  the  surplus  according  to  population, 
[Sir  Thomas  Mcllwrailh, 


and  charging  the  different  colonies  for  their 
government  according  to  population.  I 
do  not  see  at  all  where  the  symmetry  is 
obtained  in  establishing  a  system  of  that 
kind,  because  the  one  question  has  nothing 
wdiatever  to  do  with  the  other.  The  two 
propositions,  that  each  colony  should  con¬ 
tribute  according  to  population,  and  that 
the  surplus  should  be  distributed,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  according  to  the  amount  actually 
contributed  to  the  revenue,  are  perfectly 
consistent.  We  give  the  colonies  back 
what  belongs  to  them  after  having  charged 
them  with  their  share  of  what  it  costs 
to  govern  the  country.  Is  there  anything 
at  all  to  show  why  it  is  going  to  cost  to 
govern  Queensland,  federally,  double  what 
it  is  going  to  cost  to  govern  Soutli  Australia! 
I  cannot  give  any  reason.  The  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  iSlr.  Burgess,  says  that  all  the  disad¬ 
vantages  will  be  far  more  than  counterbal¬ 
anced  by  the  advantages  w’hicli  are  going 
to  be  given  to  Queensland  financially.  He 
instances  the  fact  that  we  would  make  a 
profit  out  of  the  post-office  of  Soutli  Aus¬ 
tralia,  and  that  a  very  lieavy  loss  would  be 
incurred  by  undertaking  the  post-office 
arrangements  of  Queensland.  There  is 
something  in  that  idea,  and  if  it  had  been 
brought  before  the  Committee,  I,  for  one, 
would  have  said,  “  Adjust  the  methods  at 
once  y  T  have  no  objection  whatever  that 
it  should  be  adjusted  ;  but  remember  that 
you  will  be  adopting  something  like  a  dif¬ 
ferent  principle.”  The  South  Australian 
Postal  Department  is  profitable,  I  believe, 
because  it  is  a  bad  one,  aild  is  administered 
for  revenue  purposes.  The  Queensland 
Postal  Department  is  a  good  one,  and  is  ad¬ 
ministered  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
public,  and  we  know  perfectly  well  that  we 
may  lose  by  it.  I  have  no  doubt  that  when 
the  new  policy  comes  into  operation,  and 
the  federal  government  takes  charge  of  the 
postal  departments,  a  good  system  of  man¬ 
agement,  and  greatly  increased  accommoda¬ 
tion  will  be  adopted,  and  that  the  postal 
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dfeparfcmeiib  of  South  Australia  will  cost 
as  much  as  the  postal  department  in 
Queensland.  The  difference  entirely  arises 
from  the  want  of  postal  accommodation 
in  South  Australia.  I  know  from  ex- 
l>erience  that  the  accommodation  to  the 
people  who  write  and  receive  letters  is 
w'orse  in  that  colony  than  in  any  other. 
I  can  therefore  understand  why  they  ob¬ 
tain  a  profit  from  their  postal  department. 
When  matters  are  assimilated,  I  have  no 
doubt  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  grumb¬ 
ling.  At  all  events,  T,  for  one,  would  at 
once  agree  to  handing  over  our  proportion, 
so  that  there  should  not  be  any  loss.  But 
why  raise  a  question  of  that  kind  here?  The 
time  to  discuss  questions  of  that  kind  was 
at  the  committee  meetings.  I  was  prepared 
to  discuss  the  question,  but  it  was  put 
before  the  committee  and  was  passed  over 
with  the  whole  of  the  facts  before  us  as  to 
the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  postal 
systems  in  the  different  colonies.  Why 
w'as  it  not  brought  up  %  It  ^vas  certainly 
not  brought  up  on  the  understanding  that 
a  proposition  such  as  that  which  is  to  be 
moved  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John 
Bray,  would  be  accepted  by  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  The  lion,  member.  Sir  John  Bray, 
says  that  unless  we  act  in  a  wide  spirit  it 
will  be  hopeless  to  expect  that  we  can 
obtain  federation.  I  would  tell  him  that  I 
have  been  as  keen  an  advocate  of  fedei'a- 
tion  as  any  one  in  the  country,  and  that 
the  only  way  to  obtain  federation  is  to 
make  it  reasonable  to  the  people  who  have 
sent  us  here.  Unless  we  do  that  we  have 
no  chance  whatever  of  federating,  and  it 
is  to  remove  any  blocks  of  that  kind 
that  I  insist  on  fair  play  being  given. 
Unless  we  can  show  that  fair  play  has  been 
allowed,  and  that  we  have  stood  up  for  the 
interests  of  our  various  colonies,  we  shall 
have  to  defend  ourselves  before  our  con¬ 
stituents.  I  deprecate  exceedingly  the 
attempt  which  has  been  made  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  McMillan,  to  suppress  infor¬ 


mation  in  connection  with  this  matter.  I 
think  that  if  that  information  had  been 
universally  distributed  amongst  the  dele¬ 
gates  we  would  have  had  a  far  more 
thorough  understanding  on  the  matter.  It 
looks,  as  some  hon.  member  has  character¬ 
ised  it,  as  though  there  hnd  been  secret 
meetings  of  the  Finance  Committee.  I 
have  no  intention  of  making  anything 
.secret  in  connection  with  that  committee 
myself,  and  all  this  information  ought 
to  have  been  distributed  broadcast.  It 
is  information  on  which  we  are  bound 
to  act.  The  information  contained  in  all 
those  tables  is  true.  It  is  made  up  by  one 
of  the  cleverest  men  in  the  colony,  and  it 
is  information  that  we  can  thoroughly 
trust.  It  is  perfectly  reliable.  I  say  that 
it  ought  to  have  been  disseminated  broad¬ 
cast.  We  ought  to  know  the  ground  on 
which  w’e  stand.  How  could  we  possibly 
accept  an  amendment  such  as  that  of 
the  hon.  member.  Sir  John  Bray  ?  We 
should  either  have  to  acknowledge,  when 
w^e  go  back  to  our  constituents,  that  w^e 
did  not  understand  the  matter  when  the 
facts  were  put  before  us,  or,  what  would 
be  a  great  deal  worse,  that  we  were  knaves 
and  did  not  make  use  of  the  information 
in  order  to  get  justice  for  the  different 
colonies.  I  can  quite  appreciate  the  motives 
that  actuate  the  hon.  members,  Sir  John 
Bray  and  Mr.  Play  ford,  in  standing  up  for 
their  own  colony.  I  remember  the  blank  look 
of  one  of  those  hon.  gentlemen  wdien  table 
E  was  put  before  him.  I  know^  that  he 
must  advocate  the  cause  of  his  colony,  and 
for  that  I  was  prepared  ;  but  I  am  per¬ 
fectly  satisfied  that  wdien  South  Australia 
understands  the  facts  she  will  be  as  glad  to 
come  into  the  federation  on  the  proposals 
that  'Nve  made  as  on  any  other  fair  terms. 

Mr.  McMILLAN :  I  think  that  my 
hon.  friend  has  been  very  severe  on  me, 
and  rather  unfair.  If  he  has  done  any¬ 
thing  at  all  to-day  he  has  proved  that  the 
Victorian  tariff  is  impossible  in  the  future; 
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and  I  would  remind  him  that  although  lie 
has  selected  one  tarift',  it  is  by  no  means  a 
model  one,  and  is  not  a  tariff  upon  which 
any  determinate  results  can  be  based,  be¬ 
cause,  as  very  few  people  perhajis  know, 
the  Victorian  tariff  is  a  very  curious  one. 
I  understand  that  about  one-half  of  the 
articles  come  in  free  in  a  so-called  protected 
coloii}^.  To  take  a  tariff  of  that  kind,  which 
is  adjusted  for  purely  local  wants  and  exi¬ 
gencies, and  tobring outanygeneral  results, 
may,  of  course,  be  useful  as  being  approxi¬ 
mate,  but  cannot  be  reliable  for  the  future. 
It  seems  tome  that,  as  we  are  in  the  spirit 
of  compromise,  a  very  fair  compromise 
can  be  considered  which  would  pmctically 
restore  the  spirit  of  the  recommendations 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  if  we  pass  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
Thomas  McI  I  wraith,  and  then,  after  the 
word  ‘‘  shall  ”  in  line  3  of  the  clause,  insert 
the  words  ‘‘  until  the  parliament  otherwise 
provides,’^  thus  making  the  clause  read, 
and  the  surplus  shall,  until  the  parlia¬ 
ment  otherwise  provides,  be  returned  to 
the  several  states  in  proportion,’’  &c.  That 
was  really  the  intention  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  We  knew  that  we  had  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  deal  with  at  present — 
that  there  was  an  absolute  injustice  staring 
us  in  the  face  according  to  present  con¬ 
ditions — but  we  did  hope  that  in  the  new 
tariff,  and  under  different  conditions,  a 
simpler  and  more  symmetrical  principle 
could  be  applied.  The  lion,  member.  Sir 
Thomas  Mcllwraith,  is  not  fair  in  his 
argument  with  regard  to  the  respective 
colonies.  He  says,wdiy  should  each  colony 
not  get  back  its  proportion  of  its  customs 
duties'?  But  when  we  federate,  all  the 
formal  and  merely  provincial  boundaries 
that  divide  us  will  be  done  away  with,  and 
we  shall  be  restored  to  our  geographical 
boundaries.  Who  will  for  one  moment 
say  that  if  these  colonies  were  parcelled 
out  again,  Victoria  would  not  probably 
have  up  to  the  Murrutnbidgee  ?  I  should 
[il/r.  McMillan, 


be  very  sorry  ever  to  yield  her  an  inch 
of  territory  more  than  she  has,  as  wo  have 
got  the  territory;  but  does  anybody  shut 
his  eyes  to  the  fact  tliat  the  trade  of 
that  region  is  almost  entirely  absorbed  by 
Victoria.  And  if  it  is-  absorbed  by  Vic¬ 
toria,  when  she  has  heavy  duties  with 
drawbacks  and  all  the  po.ssiblo  restrictions 
of  trade,  surely  the  great  bulk  of  goods  that 
will  be  imported  into  Riverina  will  come 
through  the  Custom  house  of  Victoria,  and 
according  to  the  argument  of  my  hon, 
friend,  those  are  really  the  customs  duties 
of  New  South  Wales.  The  whole  spirit 
of  this  is  entirely  anti- federal.  I  allow 
that  there  is  a  tremendous  difficulty.  I 
allow  that  my  hon.  friend,  in  going  Imck 
to  his  own  colony  and  putting  those  figures 
before  the  people  there  without  very  broad 
explanations  and  without  a  very  liberal 
spirit  attached  to  them,  would  have  a  very 
difficult  task.  But  I  hold  that  those  figures,, 
although  absolutely  correct  on  the  basis 
upon  which  they  are  made  out,  are  not  fair 
figures  in  this  debate.  I  am  willing  to  go 
so  far  as  to  accept  those  figures  as  the  pre¬ 
sent  condition  of  things.  But  if  I  accept 
them  as  the  present  condition  of  things,  I 
do  not  admit  that  any  one  has  a  right  to 
say  that  that  will  be  the  condition  of  things 
in  the  future.  All  the  existing  tariffs  have 
been  made  out  with  a  view  to  local  exigen¬ 
cies.  They  have  been  made  out  with  a 
narrow,  provincial  eye,  and  my  hope  for  free- 
trade,  as  I  have  said  before,  is  that  when 
the  unification,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  the 
colonies  is  oernplete,  and  when  one  common 
tariff  is  decided  upon,  it  will  not  be  a  tariff 
to  suit  exactly  either  Victoria,  or  Queens¬ 
land,  or  South  Australia,  but  will  be  a 
tariff  fair  to  all ;  and  if  that  taritf  is  fair 
to  all,  allowing  for  certain  differences  that 
must  always  occur,  it  ought  to  work  out 
very  differently,  on  a  symmetrical  basis^ 
from  the  Victoria  tariff*  instanced  by  the 
lion,  member.  Therefore,  I  give  notice  now, 
if  the  Committee  will  allow  me,  though 
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it  is  a  little  out  of  orJei*,  that  when  my 
lion.  frieneVs  amcndmeiit  is  moved  and 
passed,  which  I  trust  it  will  be,  I  will  move 
to  insert  after  the  word  “  shall,”  in  line  3, 
the  words  until  the  parliament  otherwise 
provides,”  thereby  giving  tlie  parliament, 
when  it  lias  come  togetlier  in  its  true  con¬ 
stituted  federal  spirit,  a  chance  of  dealing 
with  the  thing  on  the  only  lines  upon  which 
it  can  be  dealt  with — the  broad  lines  of 
federal  union. 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  It  is  difficult 
to  follow  the  hon.  member  for  Queensland, 
Sir  Thomas  Mcll wraith,  in  his  argument. 
He  is  like  an  unfortunate  juryman  who 
has  all  the  rest  of  the  jury  against  him.  I 
understand  that  he  was  willing  to  adopt  the 
opinion  of  the  committee;  but  directly  that 
was  advocated  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
member,  Sir  John  Bray,  he  at  once  receded 
from  that  position.  He  then,  in  order  to 
carry  out,  as  it  were,  the  position  which 
he  maintains,  says  that  everybody  is 
wrong  except  himself.  The  committee  is 
accused  of  suppressing  documents,  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  John  Bray,  is  accused  of 
misstating  facts,  and  so  we  get  into  this 
abominable  position.  If  anybody  will 
take  up  the  document  that  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  was  so  exceedingly  anxious  this  Con¬ 
vention  should  see,  they  will  observe  at 
once  the  fallacy  of  the  whole  of  his  argu¬ 
ment.  The  argument  is  founded  upon  the 
supposition  that  the  Victorian  tariff  is  to 
be  adopted.  If  any  one  will  take  the 
trouble  to  look  at  the  figures  they  will 
find  that  Queenslaud  would  have  to  pay 
£605,000  more  than  South  Australia.  Of 
course  such  a  tariff  would  not  be  adopted. 
The  commonwealth  would  take  care,  as 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
McMillan,  that  the  tariff  should  operate 
fairly  amongst  all  the  colonies.  There  is 
a  most  remarkable  thing  again  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  position  of  South  Australia 
and  Queensland.  South  Australia  has 
apparently  a  very  sober  population,  but  on 
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the  otlier  liand  Queensland  is  a  most  in¬ 
temperate  country.  Queensland  goes  in 
for  £564,000  worth  of  intoxicants,  and 
South  Australia  for  only  £207,000  worth, 
being  a  difference  of  £357,000  spent  upon 
intoxicants.  On  the  genei*al  revenue  also, 
according  to  Victoria,  Queensland  would 
pay  £679,030,  and  South  Australia 
£327,000,  makingadifference  of  £351,000, 
showing  how  fallacious  is  the  foundation 
upon  which  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Thomas 
Mcllwraith,  insists  upon  his  argument.  I 
think  that  ^ve  here  should  take  the  opinion 
of  the  Finance  Committee  as  being  the  cor¬ 
rect  one,  and  we  should  endeavour  at  once 
to  bring  our  labours  upon  this  particular 
point  to  a  close,  instead  of  debating  it  as 
we  have  been  doing  for  some  three  hours. 
The  hon.  member.  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith, 
will  try  to  disguise  or  keep  back  this  great 
fact  that,  in  respect  to  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  taking  over  the  postal  arrangements, 
£112,000  at  the  least  is  saved  to  the  one 
colony,  while  £30,000  is  lost  to  the  other, 
making  the  difference  in  the  figures  just 
about  even  on  that  point.  Again,  we  find 
in  reckoning  the  revenue  that  the  amount 
per  head  for  the  whole  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Australia  should  be  £2  6s.  5d.  I 
imagine  that  the  fedei'al  government  will 
try  and  make  these  figures  cori’espond 
as  nearly  as  possible  with  respect  to  the 
geneml  arrangements.  The  hon.  member 
talks  of  Queensland,  but  the  amount  for 
Queensland  at  the  present  time  is  £3  7s. 
lOd.,  whereas  if  that  colony  comes  into  the 
fedei*ation  it  would  be  only  £2  6s,  5d.  How 
he  is  so  persistent  in  carrying  on  this  argu¬ 
ment  lam  at  a  loss  to  understand.  Ho  doubt 
in  any  federal  arrangement  the  whole  of 
these  matters  will  be  carefully  considered, 
and  the  only  plan  to  adopt  is,  it  appeal's  to 
me,  that  the  whole  of  the  revenue  shall  form 
one  pool  out  of  which  the  expenses  shall 
be  paid,  and  the  balance  shall  be  returned 
to  the  several  colonies  according  to  popu¬ 
lation.  If  that  is  done  it  will  save  all 
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trouble.  The  clause  in  the  bill  will 
get  rid  of  none  of  the  ditllculties  existing 
at  the  present  time.  A  man  who  travels 
from  Sydney  to  ^lelbourne  would  be  liable 
to  have  his  portmanteau  examined,  and  a 
man  going  there  from  Tasmania  would  have 
to  go  through  the  same  ordeal  if  there  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  a  disagreeable  customs  officer. 
I  understand  that  one  great  object  is  to 
do  away  with  these  difficulties  and  the 
expense  as  well,  and  we  can  only  do  that 
on  the  principle  of  paying  the  revenues  of 
the  federated  colonies  into  one  pool,  pay¬ 
ing  the  expenses  of  government  out  of  that 
pool,  and  dividing  the  balance  amongst  the 
several  colonies  according  to  population. 
I  hope  that  that  system  will  be  carried 
out,  and  that  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  John  Bray,  will  be  accepted. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  The 
hon.  member,  iMr.  McMillan,  lias  offered  a 
com  promise,  and  offered  it  in  a  spirit  which, 
I  think,  is  quite  worthy  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  namely,  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  about  federation. 
I  do  not  want  to  say  a  single  word  that 
would  detract  from  the  high  trust  that  I 
have  in  the  federation  working  well.  I 
believe  in  remitting  a  great  deal  to  them, 
and  so  far  as  the  hon.  member’s  suggestion 
is  concerned,  I  have  that  trust  in  the 
federal  government  as  to  be  satisfied  to 
refer  the  whole  matter  completely  to  them. 
I  do  not  want  to  have  my  ideas  so  fixed 
that  it  will  require  an  alteration  of  the 
constitution  to  bring  about  an  exact  adjust¬ 
ment  of  the  finances.  I  have  the  mo.st  full 
confidence  that  the  federal  parliament  will 
work  so  well  that  they  will  do  justice  to  all, 
and  in  that  spirit,  therefore,  I  am  perfectly 
prepared  to  accept  my  hon.  friend’s  sugges¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  BIRD  :  I  am  very  glad  that  tho 
hon.  member,  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  has 
been  induced  under  pressure  to  state  his 
intentions  with  regard  to  the  amendment 
to  be  proposed  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
[d/r.  Adye  Douglas, 


J ohn  Bray,  for  if  he  had  not  done  so,  I 
should  have  been  somewhat  disposed  to 
su])port  his  amendment,  because  I  desire 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  commonwealth 
shall  be  borne  firo  ralUy  according  to  the 
population  of  the  various  states.  But 
while  I  hold  tliJit  view,  I  certainly  hold 
that  the  revenue,  after  a  uniform  tariff 
has  been  established,  should  be  regarded 
as  having  been  contributed  equally  in  the 
same  way  by  the  populations  of  the  states  ; 
or,  as  it  has  been  put,  that  we  should  have 
simply  one  purse  into  which  the  whole  of 
the  revenue  contributed  to  the  common¬ 
wealth  shall  go,  and  out  of  'which  the 
federal  expenditure  shall  be  paid,  the 
balance  being  distributed  according  to  the 
population  of  the  states.  Since  the  hon. 
member  has  stated  that  he  intends  to  op¬ 
pose  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  John  Bray,  T  cannot  help  feeling  that 
the  adoption  of  his  amendment  would 
introduce  into  this  clause  a  larger  mea¬ 
sure  of  inequality,  and,  to  use  a  phrase 
of  his  own,  of  political  iniquity  than  it 
now  contains.  For  I  feel  sure  that  the 
adoption  of  his  amendment,  which  would 
spread  the  expenditure  of  the  common- 
w’ealth  equally  according  to  the  population 
of  the  various  states,  would  produce  that 
inequality  in  the  federation  which  I  hope 
we  are  all  desirous  of  avoiding.  I  do  not 
like  this  clause  at  all ;  to  my  mind  it 
is  the  worst  clause,  or,  perhaps,  I  should 
rather  say  it  is  the  only  bad  clause  in  the 
bill,  for  it  introduces  tliat  principle  of  in¬ 
equality  which  is  to  be  deprecated,  and 
certainly  deprecated  above  all  in  a  body 
which  we  are  going  to  term  a  common¬ 
wealth.  I  trust  that  tlie  principle  of  hav¬ 
ing  one  purse,  out  of  which  the  whole  of 
the  expenditure  shall  be  paid  according  to 
the  population  of  the  various  states,  will 
be  adopted  either  in  one  form  or  another. 
It  is  just  possible  that  the  amendment  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan, 
as  a  compromise,  may  be  the  best  way  out 
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of  tlie  difficulty  at  the  present  time ;  for  I 
should  certainly  liave  felt  that  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  commonwealth  would  be  dis¬ 
posed  to  act  upon  that  principle  of  fairness 
which  was  embodied  in  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  the  Finance  Committee.  And,  if  we 
are  not  likely  to  agree  either  to  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bmy, 
or  to  that  of  the  lion,  member.  Sir  Thomas 
Mcll wraith,  probably  our  wisest  course 
would  be  to  consider  carefully,  and  per¬ 
haps  adopt,  after  such  consideration,  the 
amendment  suggested  by  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  McMillan.  I  could  not  help  feeling, 
while  listening  to  the  remarks  which  fell 
from  the  lips  of  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
Thomas  Mclhvraith,  that  we  have  hardly 
become  possessed  yet  of  the  true  spirit  of 
federation.  I  could  not  help  asking  my¬ 
self,  while  he  spoke.  Has  it  really  come  to 
this  :  that  such  a  pettifogging,  parochial 
spirit  of  selBshness  is  to  be  embodied  in 
a  clause  of  this  bill  constituting  a  com¬ 
monwealth  as  to  take  into  consideration 
the  question  whether  Queensland  drinks  a 
little  more  whiskey  than  South  Australia, 
or  whether  the  populations  of  some  of 
the  larger  and  more  settled  states  clothe 
themselves  in  costlier  raiment,  or  perhaps 
spend  their  \vealth  on  plate,  and  jewelry, 
and  so  forth  to  a  larger  extent  than  some 
of  the  populations  in  outlying  places  far 
remote  from  those  centres  where  the 
world  of  fashion  congregates  1  Surely,  if 
we  are  going  to  federate  at  all  we  must 
learn  to  lose  sight  of  ail  these  trifling  dif¬ 
ferences,  and  feel  that  \ve  are  all  one  ;  that 
ill  the  federation  we  are  going  to  have  a 
customs  union  in  the  truest  and  best  sense 
of  the  word  ;  a  union  for  postal  and  tele¬ 
graph  purposes ;  a  union  for  defence  pur¬ 
poses  ;  and  that  all  expenditure  in  con¬ 
nection  with  carrying  out  those  purposes 
sliall  be  borne  equally  by  the  various 
states  in  proportion  to  their  popula¬ 
tion  after  a  uniform  tariff  is  estab¬ 
lished.  Of  course,  until  a  uniform  tariff 


is  established,  there  must  be  some 
provision  such  as  is  set  out  here,  and 
such  as  w’as  indicated  by  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  Finance  Committee  for 
distributing  the  surplus  revenue  to  the  vari¬ 
ous  colonies,  after  meeting  the  expenses  of 
the  federal  government  for  the  first  year 
or  two.  Therefore,  I  felt  that  wdien  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  John  Bmy,  indicated  his 
amendment  in  the  first  instance,  it  was  de¬ 
fective  in  leav'ing  the  bill  without  a  provi¬ 
sion  for  that  interim  action ;  but  he  has  now 
suggested,  as  an  amendment  of  that,  that 
the  clause  which  was  in  the  draft  bill,  and 
w'hich  truly  embodied  the  recommendations 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Committee.  I  shall  feel  it 
my  duty,  if  w^e  go  to  a  division  on  that,  to 
support  an  amendment  which  will  restore 
the  clause  as  originally  placed  before  the 
Constitutional  Committee,  and  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Committee  shall  think  it 
more  desirable  to  leave  the  whole  matter 
to  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth,  I 
shall  then  doubtless  feel  it  to  be  best 
to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  3IcMillan,  in  that  respect.  But 
I  do  trust  that  in  all  these  matters  we 
shall  show  somewdiat  more  of  the  true 
federal  spirit,  and  that  we  shall  lose  sight 
of  the  trifling  losses  and  trifling  gains  of 
one  colony  or  the  other,  and  that  we  shall 
all  agree  that  in  all  these  respects  w^e  are, 
and  mean  to  be,  thoroughly  one. 

]Mr.  BAKER  :  There  is  one  statement 
made  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Thomas 
Mcllwraith,  that  I  cannot  allow  to  go  un- 
contradicted.  He  asserted  that  the  post- 
office  service  of  South  Australia  was  car¬ 
ried  on  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue, 
and  not  for  the  purpose  of  aftbrding  facili¬ 
ties  to  the  public.  I  do  not  know  what 
opportunities  the  hon.  member  has  had  of 
ascertaining  in  what  manner  the  postal 
service  of  South  Australia  is  carried  on, 
but  I  give  his  assertion  the  most  emphatic 
denial.  I  say  that  there  is  no  colony  in  this 
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group  ill  which  the  postal  service  is  better 
managed  than  it  is  in  the  colony  of  Soutli 
Australia,  or  in  which  it  otters  greater 
facilities  to  the  public.  I  liave  known  of 
instances  in  which  persons  who  have  taken 
up  runs  in  the  far  interior,  where  they 
have  been  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
colony  by  long  distances,  without  any  water 
carriage,  have  applied  to  the  Government 
of  South  Australia  to  establish  a  postal 
service  for  their  particular  stations,  which 
applications  have  not  been  granted,  but 
that  is  no  reason  whatever  for  asserting  that 
the  postal  service  of  South  Australia  is  not 
managed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  and 
that  it  is  not  well  managed,  I  say  that  it 
is,  and  I  think  I  have  had  greater  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  forming  an  opinion  than  has  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  I 
never  made  the  assertion  that  the  postal 
service  of  South  Australia  was  not  well 
managed.  What  I  said  was,  that  it  was 
managed  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  attbrding  the  greatest 
degree  of  accommodation  to  the  public.  I 
made  no  reflection  whatever  upon  the 
Government  of  South  Australia. 

Mr.  Playford  :  The  hon.  member  cer¬ 
tainly  did.  He  said  the  postal  service  was 
not  managed  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public  ! 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  Cer¬ 
tainly  I  did ;  but  that  is  a  question  of  policy. 
It  is  not  a  reflection  upon  the  Government. 

Captain  RUSSELL  :  We  have  got  into 
a  remarkable  position.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  we  are  debating  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  clauses  in  the  bill,  and,  together 
with  it,  three  or  four  amendments  the 
wording  of  which  we  do  not  know,  and 
some  of  which  are  not  before  the  Commit¬ 
tee  at  all.  There  is,  of  course,  one  amend¬ 
ment  before  the  Committee  ;  but  allusion 
is  repeatedly  made  to  amendments  that  are 
to  be  moved  ;  and  until  they  are  absolutely 
before  us,  we  scarcely  know  what  we  are 
[d//\  Baker, 


discussing.  Unfortunately  for  all  of  us,  how¬ 
ever,  I  think  we  are  drifting  further  and  fur¬ 
ther  away  from  federation.  Whatever  else 
we  may  be  aiming  at,  we  are  certainly  not 
aiming  at  that.  I,  at  any  rate,  came  here 
in  a  loyal  and  honest  endeavour  to  support 
federation.  There  are  two  principles,  it 
seems  to  me,  which  may  be  fairly  discussed 
— one  is  a  federation  of  Australasia,  and 
the  other  is  a  unification  of  Australia. 
Whatever  may  be  said  in  eulogy  of  com¬ 
promise,  I  am  afraid  we  may  carry  our 
desire  to  compromise  so  far  that  we  shall 
have  rather  a  unification  of  Australia 
than  a  federation  of  Australasia.  We  are 
getting  into  this  absurdly  anomalous  posi¬ 
tion — that  although  we  call  what  we  are 
adopting  federation,  we  are,  in  reality,, 
drifting  into  unification.  W e  have  not, 
however,  the  courage  of  our  opinions  to 
go  for  either  federation  or  unification.  If 
there  is  to  be  a  unification  of  Australia — . 
and  that,  T  am  afraid,  is  wLat  we  are  drift¬ 
ing  into — it  can  be  accomplished  only  by 
realising  that  we  are  one  nation,  and  that 
the  people  of  Australia  are  one  people. 
All  this  talk  about  customs-houses,  and 
the  contributions  of  one  and  another  por¬ 
tion  of  the  colonies  to  tlie  general  revenue, 
must  at  once  be  set  aside.  Hon.  mem¬ 
bers  argue,  it  seems  to  me,  as  though 
we  were  for  ever  to  remain  as  we  are 
— that  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales 
having  a  preponderating  influence  on  the 
continent  of  Australia,  are  to  remain 
with  that  preponderating  influence  for  all 
time.  Now,  I  venture  to  say  that  although 
New  South  Wales  undoubtedly  lias  from 
many  circumstances  an  enormous  lead,  and 
may  possibly  retain  that  lead  for  many 
years,  perhaps  for  centuries,  to  come,  the 
day  will  yet  come  when,  I  will  not  say  all, 
but  many  parts  of  Australia  wfill  be  as 
populous  as  tho.se  portions  which  are  now 
the  most  populous.  Therefore,  if  we  are 
endeavouring  to  create  a  constitution  not 
for  to-day,  but  for  people  unborn,  we  ought 
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not  to  look  upon  the  subject  from  the 
narrow  point  of  view  as  to  which  of  the 
colonies  })roduces  most  revenue  or  con¬ 
sumes  the  greatest  quantity  of  dutiable 
articles ;  but  we  ought  so  to  frame  our 
constitution  that  it  shall  apply  to  all  parts 
of  Australia  without  unnecessary  interfer¬ 
ence  with  the  various  constitutions  in  the 
immediate  future.  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  lines  upon  which  we  are  proceeding 
will  satisfy  no  one.  I  myself  believe  that 
unless  we  take  more  time  to  deliberate 
upon  what  we  are  doing  the  bill  we  shall 
pass — for  of  course  we  shall  pass  a  bill — 
will  be  so  many  waste  leaves  and  nothing 
else. 

Hon.  Members  :  No  ! 

Captain  IIUSSELL:  Hon.  members 
may  say,  No,”  and  to  a  certain  extent  I 
agree  with  them  ;  but  I  look  upon  the 
measure  as  the  bringing  together  of  a  great 
mass  of  material,  which,  to  use  the  meta- 
])hor  of  the  builder,  has  yet  to  be  shaped 
before  it  can  be  erected  into  an  edifice,  or 
which,  if  you  regard  it  as  food,  has  yet  to 
be  assimilated ;  and  the  conclusion  to  "which 
I  have  arrived  is  that  we,  as  a  body,  are 
not  fitted  to  come  to  a  decision  upon  these 
points.  Delegates  who  have  listened  to 
the  addresses  delivered  since  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  these  debates,  must  realise 
at  once  that  we  have  all  most  materially 
modified  our  opinions  since  we  first  came 
here.  And  it  is  desirable  that  w’e  should 
do  so.  But  if,  in  the  crude,  undigested 
state  in  which  our  views  are  at  the  present 
time,  we  are  found  materially  changing  our 
opinions  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  will 
any  one  say  that  in  the  course  of  six 
months  we  shall  not  still  further  have 
altered  them  1  I  venture  to  say  that 
by  that  time  many  of  us  will  be  found 
holding  opinions  different  from  those  we 
now  hold.  And  if  that  be  the  case 
with  us,  how  much  more  will  it  be  the 
case  with  the  colonies  we  are  here  to  re¬ 
present.  We  came  hero  knowing  little  or 


notiling  about  federation  ;  but  the  people 
who  sent  us  here  knew  still  less,  and  if 
we  have  so  increased  our  knowledge  that 
we  are  able  to  materially  alter  our  opinions 
upon  material  questions  in  the  coui'se  of 
these  several  weeks,  how  much  more  will 
the  people  in  the  various  colonies  be  in¬ 
clined  to  alter  their  opinions  before  they 
come  to  a  decision  as  to  wdiether  they  wilt 
or  will  not  accept  the  bill  w^e  frame  %  I 
myself  believe  that  we  should  only  be- 
doing  right— perhaps  I  stand  alone  in  the 
opinion — although  entertaining  it  I  will 
enunciate  it — that  instead  of  our  cominir 

O’ 

to  any  conclusion  at  once  this  Convention 
ought,  sooner  or  later,  to  adjourn  for  six 
months.  If  we  are  at  present  unable  ta 
agree  upon  a  basis  of  federation,  that  of 
itself  would  be  a  very  serious  drawback.. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  bring  up  a  bill 
which  is  so  based  upon  compromise  that 
the  major  portion  of  the  colonies  will  not 
agree  to  it,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  also  have 
retarded  the  cause  we  are  here  to  advance. 

Mr.  Playford  :  What  is  the  question 
before  the  Committee? 

Captain  IIXJSSELL»  :  It  is  not  often 
that  I  trouble  the  Convention,  certainly 
not  so  often  as  my  hon.  friend,  and  if  I 
have  not  stuck  absolutely  to  the  letter  of 
the  bill,  I  have  not  delved  into  the  pages 
of  history  from  the  time  of  the  ancient 
Romans,  as  the  hon.  member  has  so  often 
done.  I  would  point  out  one  respect  in 
which  I  think  we  have  done  extremely 
wrong.  We  have  not  had  the  courage  ta 
view  the  matter  completely.  We  have 
already  passed  one  clause  which  will  ofier 
a  fatal  objection  to  any  of  the  smaller  colo¬ 
nies,  at  any  rate,  coming  within  the  scope 
of  the  federation. 

Mr,  Playford:  That  clause  is  not  under 
consideration  now  ! 

Captain  RUSSELL  :  Then,  I  will  not 
refer  specifically  to  any  clause.  I  will  con¬ 
fine  myself  to  general  principles. 


Australia  Bill, 


[7  April,  1891.] 


8^28  Commomoealth  of 

Mr.  Playford  :  I  rise  to  order.  We  are 
discussing  now  clause  9  of  chapter  iv,  and 
I  think  we  ought  to  confine  ourselves  to 
tliab  clause.  If  we  wander  over  the  whole 
subject  of  federation,  we  shall  never  finisli 
our  laboui’s.  I  am  sure  my  hon.  friend, 
Captain  Hussell,  will  forgive  me  for  call¬ 
ing  attention  to  his  remarks.  We  are 
doing  things  on  business  lines,  and  we 
should  confine  ourselves  to  the  business 
before  us. 

The  Chairman  :  I  think  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  is  quite  in  order. 

Captain  RUSSELL  :  The  clause  before 
us  is  so  excessiv'ely  wide  that  there  is 
scarcely  any  subject  wdthin  the  range  of 
federation  which  cannot  be  fairly  alluded 
to.  There  are  provisions  in  the  bill  whereby 
the  whole  power  of  levying  duties  of  cus¬ 
toms  and  excise  is  to  be  taken  away  from 
the  states  and  vested  in  the  federation. 
There  are  also  provisions  whereby  the 
power  of  direct  taxation  shall  be  taken 
from  the  states  and  shall  be  vested  in  the 
federation. 

Mr.  Munro  :  The  federal  parliament  is 
to  be  permitted  to  impose  direct  taxation  ! 

Captain  RUSSELL  :  Yes,  permitted  to 
this  extent :  We  know  the  major  power 
will  be  ill  the  commonwealth,  and  if  the 
customs  and  excise  duties  are  not  sufficient 
for  the  federation,  what  will  be  left  for  the 
states  ?  In  addition,  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  w'ill  have  power  to  borrow  to  any 
extent  it  chooses  for  any  purpose.  It  will, 
therefore,  liave  the  power  to  pledge  the 
security  of  all  the  states,  and  to  take  all 
powers  of  taxation,  while  we  practically 
relieve  the  states  of  nothing  whatsoever. 
No  small,  weak  state  dare  enter  into  a 
federation  like  that,  because  we  cannot 
get  away  from  the  sad  fact  that  there  are 
heavy  obligations  and  enormous  debts ; 
that  interest  has  to  be  paid  to  tlio  bond¬ 
holder  in  England.  So  long  as  that  is  the 
case  the  bondholder  in  England  will  raise 
such  a  hubbub  and  put  such  pressure  on 
[CaiHain  Russell. 


the  Imperial  Parliament — because  the 
whole  of  his  security  will  be  taken  away — 
tliat  the  Imperial  Parliament  will  throw 
great  obstacles  in  the  way  of  federation 
unless  provision  is  made  for  the  payment 
of  the  foreign  bondholder  in  a  way  not 
provided  for  here.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  this  debate  upon  the  extent  of  the 
consumption  of  dutiable  goods  in  one  colony 
or  another  is  futile,  and  is  merely  beating 
the  air,  and  until  we  come  to  the  true  basis 
of  either  a  proper  confederation  with  limi¬ 
ted  powers,  or  the  unification  of  Australia 
— which  I  am  afraid  we  are  all  aiming  at — 
we  are  really  wasting  our  time. 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  T  only  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  a  question  to  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  Thomas  Mcll wraith,  to  whose 
persistent  advocacy  of  his  views  on  this 
subject  I  have  listened  with  a  great  deal 
of  interest.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  table 
headed,  ‘‘  Methods  of  distributing  the  sur¬ 
plus  revenue,”  and  I  understand  that  this 
is  one  of  the  documents  which  was  prepared 
under  the  instructions  of  the  hon.  member. 
Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  and  which  he 
has  plaintively  alluded  to  as  having  been 
suppressed. 

Mr.  Munro  :  No  ;  that  was  never  before 
the  committee  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  However  that  may 
be,  the  figures  in  the  return  are  of  con¬ 
siderable  interest,  and  I  am  particularly 
struck  by  the  first  column,  headed  ‘‘Cus¬ 
toms  revenue  which  w'ould  be  raised  under 
the  Victorian  tariff.”  What  I  desire  to 
know  is  :  How  are  those  figures  arrived 
at  ?  Are  they  arrived  at  on  the  basis  of 
the  imports  at  tlie  present  time  ? 

Mr.  Donaldson  :  For  1889  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  they  are  utterly  misleading,  and 
worse  than  worthless.  What  is  “the  posi¬ 
tion  ]  The  different  colonies  have  different 
tariffs.  In  South  Australia  we  have  a 
tariff  which  has  been  adopted,  not  for  re¬ 
venue  purposes,  but  for  protective  pur- 
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poses,  and  which  has  had  tlie  undoubted 
effect  of  limiting  oui*  imports  and  increas¬ 
ing  our  local  manufactures.  Other  colo¬ 
nies  are  not  so  situated. 

Mr.  Donaldson  :  What  about  Victoria  ? 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Even  with  regard 
to  Victoria,  I  have  it  on  the  best  authority 
that  our  tariff  is  infinitely  more  protective 
than  the  Victorian  tariff ;  that  whilst  we 
collect  something  like  20  per  cent,  in  the 
shape  of  duties  on  imported  goods,  owing 
to  the  large  number  of  lines  which,  in  Vic¬ 
toria,  arc  admitted  free,  the  percentage 
which  they  collect  on  the  total  value  of 
their  imports  does  not  amount  to  11  per 
cent.  When  we  consider  that  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  a  uniform  tariff  must  alter  the  ex¬ 
isting  differences  in  the  amount  of  imports, 
is  it  fair  to  base  a  calculation  of  the  probable 
results  of  a  uniform  tariff  on  the  present 
value  of  the  imports  under  the  different 
tariffs  of  the  various  colonies  ?  It  is  utterly 
unfair  and  misleading.  Supposing  the  South 
Australian  tariff  were  reduced  to  the  level 
of  the  Victorian  tariff,  what  w'ould  be  the 
natural  result  ?  Our  imports  would  in¬ 
crease.  Supposing  on  the  other  hand  that 
the  New  South  Wales  tariff  were  raised 
to  the  level  of  the  Victorian  tariff,  what 
w'ould  be  the  inevitable  consequence  ]  The 
imports  would  diminish.  Are  we,  in  total 
disregard  of  what  must  be  the  inevitable 
result  of  a  uniform  tariff,  to  be  asked  to 
lay  down  within  the  four  corners  of  this 
bill  a  hard  and  fast  rule  based  on  the  ex¬ 
isting  state  of  affairs  which  in  the  natural 
order  of  things  must  be  altered  ?  The 
suggestion  is  utterly  untenable.  If  the 
figures  are  based  on  the  conditions  to 
which  I  call  attention,  they  are  liable  to 
the  criticism  to  wdiich  I  have  felt  it  my 
duty  to  subject  them, 

Mr.  Donaldson:  Where  is  thecriticism? 

Mr.  KINGSTON :  Tliat  to  base  a  cal¬ 
culation  as  to  what  will  be  the  contribu¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  of  Australia  under  a 
uniform  tariff  on  facts  and  figures  relat¬ 


ing  to  the  quantity  of  imports  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  day,  when  we  have  varying  tariffs 
whicli,  of  course,  affect  the  amount  of 
imports,  is  utterly  unfair. 

Mr.  Donaldson  :  Mere  assertion  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  The  lion,  member 
says  it  is  mere  assertion.  I  invite  him 
to  prove  the  fallacy  of  it.  Surely  he  will 
recognise  this:  that  the  placing  of  the 
various  tariffs  of  the  different  colonies  on 
a  uniform  basis  will  alter  the  inequalitie.s 
w^hich  at  present  exist,  and  which  are 
fairly  enough  attributable  to  the  difference 
in  the  fiscal  systems,  which  obtain  in  the 
different  colonies.  If  the  figures  are  based 
on  the  imports  of  1889,  it  seems  to  me 
that  they  are  worthless.  If  they  are  not 
so  based,  I  should  like  to  know'  on  what 
foundation  they  rest,  for  it  appears  to 
me  that  they  either  rest  on  the  worthless 
foundation  to  which  I  have  called  atten¬ 
tion,  or  they  are  matters  of  pure  specula¬ 
tion,  which  can  afford  us  no  reliable  guide 
in  the  course  which  we  propose  to  lay  dowm 
as  to  the  distribution  of  51117)108  revenue. 

Sir  J OHN  BKAY  :  The  amendment 
before  us  is  not  the  one  which  I  intend  to 
move.  I  ask  hon.  members  to  vote  against 
this  amendment,  with  the  view  of  substi¬ 
tuting  a  clause  included  in  the  draft  bill 
by  tlie  Constitutional  Committee  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  understand  that  if  this 
amendment  is  carried  the  Colonial  Trea¬ 
surer  of  New  South  Wales  wdll  move 
another  w  hich  wdll  leave  it  open  to  the 
Parliament  to  make  future  arrangements 
which  will  be  satisfactory  to  all  partieSy 
instead  of  making  the  clause  hard-and- 
fast,  as  it  is  now.  Am  I  to  understand 
that  that  is  agreed  to  ? 

Mr.  McMillan  :  Yes  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  efiect 
of  this  amendment,  if  carried,  with  tlie 
one  indicated  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of 
New  South  Wales,  will  be  to  leave  it  for 
the  federal  parliament  to  make  its  own 
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«rrangeiuent  for  tbe  distribution  of  the  re¬ 
venue  when  a  uniform  tariflf  is  established. 
That  will  restore  the  bill  exactly  to  the  form 
recommended  by  the  select  committee,  with 
this  exception  only,  that  it  will  be  for  the 
federal  parliament  to  say  when  it  shall 
bring  in  a  new  system  of  distribution. 

Question — That  the  words  proposeil  to 
be  inserte<l  be  so  inserted — put.  The 
“Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  21  ;  noes,  14;  majority,  7. 
Ayes. 


Barton,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Outhbert,  Mr. 

Loton,  Mr. 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Macdonald- Paterson, Mr 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Marmion,  Mr. 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

Mcll wraith,  Sir  Thomas 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

McMillan,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Munro,  Mr. 

Fon*est,  Mr.  J. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Thynne,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Hackett,  Mr. 

Noes. 

Baker,  Mr. 

Downer,  Sir  John 

Bird,  Mr. 

Fysh,  Mr. 

Bray,  Sir  .John 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 

Glark,  Mr, 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Gockbum,  Dr. 

Play  ford,  Mr. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Adye 

Russell,  Captain 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr,  McMillan  :  I  now  move  : 


That  after  the  word  shall,”  line  4,  these 
words  be  inserted,  “until  uniform  duties  of 
customs  have  been  imposed.  ” 

I  shall  afterwards  propose  that  there  be 
added  at  the  end  of  the  clause  the  follow¬ 
ing  words : — 

After  uniform  duties  of  customs  have  been  im¬ 
posed  the  surplus  shall  l>e  returned  to  the  several 
states  in  the  same  manner  and  proportion,  until 
the  parliament  otherwise  prescribes.  ” 

That  leaves  it  open  to  the  parliament  to 
alter  it ;  but  it  does  not  necessarily  indi¬ 
cate  that  it  shall  be  altered.  I  may  say 
at  once,  in  view  of  the  debate  that  may 
follow,  that  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
indicate  to  the  parliament  that  there  is 
any  defect  in  our  handiwork ;  but  we 
[Sir  Samteel  Griffith, 


should  leave  it  open  to  them  under  the 
altered  conditions  and  under  a  tariff  which 
we  cannot  foresee,  to  alter  the  process  if 
they  think  it  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  Will  the  hon. 
member  inform  us  what  was  the  meaning 
of  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
which  stated  that  when  the  uniform  tariff 
came  into  operation  the  surplus  revenue 
should  be  distributed  according  to  popu¬ 
lation  1 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  intended  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  hon.  members  that  this  is  a  com¬ 
promise. 

Mr.  Adye  Douglas  :  Oh,  another  com¬ 
promise  ! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  That  while  we  do 
not  go  back  entirely  upon  the  report  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  we  leave  it  open  to 
the  federal  parliament  to  carry  out  to  the 
letter,  if  necessary  in  the  future,  that  par¬ 
ticular  report,  or  any  report  they  like  to 
adopt. 

Amendment  proposed. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  understand  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  intends  afterwards  to 
propose  what  sliould  be  done  after  the 
uniform  tariff  is  imposed.  The  present 
amendment  carries  out  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  Finance  Committee,  that  until 
uniform  customs  duties  are  imposed  the 
surplus  shall  be  returned  according  to  the 
amount  of  revenue  raised  in  each  colony ; 
but  the  question  comes  in,  what  is  to  be 
done  after  the  uniform  tariff  is  imposed  1 

Mr.  IMcMillan  :  This  amendment  is 
merely  a  suggestion  of  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  with  a  view  to  make 
the  clause  perfect ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  am  quite  con¬ 
tent  to  take  this  amendment. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAIIH  :  I 
sliould  like  to  understand  whether  the  hon. 
gentleman  is  going  to  take  the  other  too? 
•Unless  hon.  members  opposite  are  prepared 
to  say  they  will  accept  the  other  amend¬ 
ment,  we  shall  reject  this  one. 
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Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  As  far  as  I  am  per¬ 
sonally  concerned,  I  recognise  tliat  tlie  feel¬ 
ing  of  the  Committee  is  against  the  pro¬ 
posal  I  made,  and  I  do  not  want  to  inter¬ 
pose  any  unnecessary  delay.  But  I  would 
ask  bon.  gentlemen,  who  take  the  view  of 
the  case  opposed  to  mine,  to  say  that  we 
will  let  the  federal  parliament  prescribe 
what  is  to  be  done  with  the  surplus.  Do 
not  say  that  this  is  to  be  continued  until 
the  act  is  passed,  Ijecause  the  act  may 
never  be  passed  ;  but  say  that  after  the 
federal  parliament  has  established  a  uni¬ 
form  tariff,  it  shall  prescribe  what  is  to  be 
done  with  the  surplus. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  We  can  fight  that  out 
on  my  second  amendment ! 

Sir  J OHN  BRAY  *:  I  am  quite  willing 
to  accept  the  words  at  the  end,  after  a 
uniform  customs  tariff  has  been  established 
the  surplus  shall  be  returned  to  each  state 
in  such  manner  and  proportion  as  the 
federal  parliament  may  prescribe.” 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  further  amended  verbally. 

IMr.  McMillan  :  It  has  been  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  most  convenient  place  for 
my  amendment  would  be  after  sub-section 
3,  and  then  sub-section  4  w'ill  be  a  separate 
paragraph  of  the  clause.  I  therefore  move  : 

That  after  sub-clause  3  the  folio  wing  words  be 
inserted  as  a  new  sub-clause  After  uniform 
duties  of  customs  have  been  imposed,  the  sur¬ 
plus  shall  be  returned  to  the  several  states  or 
parts  of  the  commonwealth  in  the  same  manner 
and  proportions  until  the  parliament  otherwise 
prescribes.” 

That  does  not  direct  the  parliament  to 
make  the  distribution  in  a  different  way 
from  that  in  which  we  have  proposed,  but 
it  gives  them  a  free  hand  in  the  matter. 

Sir  J OHN  BRAY :  1  do  not  want  to 
delay  the  Committee  by  enlarging  on  this 
point ;  but  I  think  that  those  who  have 
carried  it  against  us  ouglit  to  consider  that 
we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  position,  and, 
instead  of  simply  leaving  the  matter  to 
the  federal  parliament  to  deal  with  if  it 


thinks  fit,  they  should  make  it  the  duty  of 
the  federal  parliament  to  prescribe  how  the 
surplus  shall  be  divided  immediately  they 
meet.  In  the  one  case  we  say,  “This  system 
can  go  on  a.s  long  as  you  like  ;  you  need  not 
alter  it”;  and  in  the  other  which  I  suggest, 
we  say  that  the  federal  parliament  shall 
determine  how  the  surplus  shall  be 
divided.  They  may  say  that  the  system 
proposed  is  the  best  system,  and  continue 
it,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  they  may  say 
that  the  surplus  shall  be  divided  accord¬ 
ing  to  population.  As  we  cannot  all  be 
satisfied  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  distri¬ 
buting  the  surplus,  I  think  we  might  all 
agree  that  the  federal  parliament  should 
prescribe  wdiat  in  their  opinion  is  the  pro¬ 
per  method  of  distribution.  I  therefore 
move  as  an  amendment  on  the  amendment 
of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan  : 

That  in  line  5,  all  the  words  after  the  word 
“  commonwealth  ”  be  omitted  with  a  view  to 
the  insertion  in  lieu  thereof  of  the  words  “  in 
such  manner  and  proportion  as  the  parliament 
may  prescribe.” 

That  will  bind  the  parliament  to  provide 
some  means  for  distributing  the  surplus. 
If  they  cannot  provide  a  better  means  than 
there  is  in  the  bill,  they  will  continue 
that ;  but  if  they  can  provide  a  better 
means,  they  will  provide  it. 

Mr.  MUNRO :  While  personally  .1 
should  like  to  assist  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
John  Bray,  all  I  can  in  this  matter,  I  am 
afraid  he  is  creating  an  unnecessary  difl[i- 
culty.  While  w'e  are  all  anxious  to  leave 
tho  matter  to  the  parliament  to  decide  in 
a  proper  and  equitable  manner,  if  we  in¬ 
sist  that  their  first  act  shall  be  to  decide 
it,  they  will  not  be  in  a  position  to  have 
the  necessary  experience  to  make  a  just 
and  equitable  arrangement.  I  think  that 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
McMillan,  is  more  satisfactory  than  that 
of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray,  be¬ 
cause  it  gives  the  parliament  power  to 
make  a  fresh  arrangement  if  they  think 
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lit,  and  the  necessity  for  such  an  arrange¬ 
ment  is  bound  to  be  thrust  upon  them  if 
there  is  any  inequality  or  injustice  exist¬ 
ing,  because  the  representatives  from  tliose 
parts  of  the  commonwealth  where  it  exists 
will  bring  it  forward.  But  to  compel  the 
jiarliament  to  make  this  arrangement  be¬ 
fore  it  lias  had  time  to  go  into  the  matter 
carefully,  and  ascertain  whether  there  is 
any  injustice  or  inequality  is  to  cause  un¬ 
necessary  trouble  and  friction.  I  should 
like  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  lion, 
member,  Sir  John  Bray,  if  I  could  ;  but 
I  think  that  the  amendment  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  McMillan,  is  more  just  and 
equitable,  and  likely  to  be  more  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  all. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray,  has  for¬ 
gotten  some  of  the  clauses  wdiich  we  have 
already  passed.  He  now  proposes  that 
the  mode  of  distributing  the  surplus  .shall 
accompany  the  bill  imposing  the  fedeial 
tariff ;  but  we  have  already  pi'ovided  that 
a  taxation  bill  shall  contain  only  one  sub¬ 
ject  of  taxation,  so  that  practically  his  pro¬ 
posal  now  is  that  the  federal  parliament 
shall  not  pass  the  tariff  until  they  liav^e 
first  of  all  passed  a  bill  by  which  the  sur¬ 
plus  is  to  be  distributed.  That  increases 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  passing  a 
federal  tariff  at  all,  and  I  think  would 
make  them  so  great  as  to  leave  in  per¬ 
petuity  the  present  system  of  taxation  in 
each  colony. 

Mr.  AD  YE  DOUGLAS  :  I  presume 
that  the  object  of  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
John  Bray,  is  to  have  something  of  a  final 
character.  The  amendment  proposed  by 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  leaves 
everything  just  as  it  is.  The  colonies  of 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria  will  retain 
their  tariffs  as  at  present,  and  notliing 
can  be  done  in  the  federal  parliament  to 
bring  about  a  uniform  tariff ;  and  so  we 
shall  go  on  as  we  are  now  for  the  next  ten 
or  twelve  years.  That  is  not  the  object  of 
[ilfr,  Mxmro. 


this  Convention.  The  object  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  is  to  have  a  uniform  tariff  of  some 
kind  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Mr.  Munro  :  The  amendment  of  the  hon. 
member,  Sir  John  Bray,  will  prevent  that ! 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS  :  The  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan, 
will  postpone  the  day  as  long  as  possible. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  No;  but  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John 
Bray,  will  do  so  ! 

Mr.  ADY'E  DOUGLAS  :  The  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan, 
leaves  the  matter  entirely  open. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  .seems  to 
me  that  putting  the  sub-clause  in  the  form 
proposed  might  lead  to  the  most  serious  con¬ 
sequences.  I  anticipate  that  there  will  be 
very  little  difficulty  in  framing  a  uniform 
tariff.  I  anticipate  also  that  there  will  be 
a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  determining 
how  to  distribute  the  proceeds.  If  the  par¬ 
liament  agrees  to  a  uniform  tariff,  either  one 
or  two  things  must  happen  ;  it  must  either, 
in  the  same  session,  by  another  bill,  pro¬ 
vide  for  its  distribution,  which  they  may 
not  agree  upon  in  that  session,  or  there 
will  be  a  large  surplus  in  the  hands  of  the 
federal  government  which  cannot  be  dis¬ 
tributed  at  all.  Serious  difficulties  may 
thus  occur. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  The  amendment  of  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  says  that 
‘‘  after  the  imposition  of  duties’^  this 
question  may  be  considered  by  the  federal 
parliament;  and  the  amendment  of  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  John  Bray,  has  the  effect 
of  rendering  it  imperative,  that  after  the 
imposition  of  duties,  the  federal  parliament 
should  undertake  this  question. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald:  And  coincidentally! 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Immediately  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  Neither  the  word  ‘‘co¬ 
incidentally’’ nor  the  word  “immediately’^ 
is  used  ;  and  as  I  read  the  amendments  they 
have  neither  the  effect  of  requiring  the 
federal  parliament  to  “immediately”  nor 
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yet  “coinoiden tally  undertake  this  task. 
Tlie  only  word  indicating  the  time  at  whicli 
it  has  to  be  undertaken  is  the  word 
which  is  surely  indefinite  enough  for  all 
purposes.  I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  time 
if  I  am  under  a  misapprehension,  but  I 
think  the  point  ought  to  be  made  clear,  be¬ 
cause  any  concession  which  can  be  made  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  large  and  important 
minority  wdio  voted  in  the  last  division 
should  be  made;  and  when  that  conces¬ 
sion  is  in  the  direction  of  giving  greater 
liberty  to  the  federal  parliament,  of  allow¬ 
ing  the  commonwealth  to  settle  its  own 
affairs,  it  has  behind  it  another  strong 
argument  to  which  w^e  are  bound  to  pay 
attention.  I  will  say  nothing  more  until 
the  exact  words  of  the  amendment  are 
read. 

Sir  Thomas  McIlwraith  :  It  is  circum¬ 
scribing  the  action  of  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  think  that  is  a  wrong 
'svord  to  use.  It  is  requiring  action  from 
the  federal  parliament,  but  it  is  leaving 
the  federal  parliament  thoroughly  free  as 
to  the  direction  which  that  action  shall 
take. 

Sir  Thomas  McIlwraith  :  They  must 
take  action  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  They  must  take  action, 
and  the  only  word  which  implies  time  is 
the  word  after. If  there  is  any  such  im¬ 
plication,  as  the  lion,  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  fears,  I  am  sure  the  hon.  member. 
Sir  John  Bray,  will  be  perfectly  willing  to 
alter  his  amendment.  As  I  understand  it, 
all  that  is  desired  is  simply  to  require  the 
commonwealth  to  deal  w’ith  this  question 
as  soon  as  it  conveniently  can  after  the 
passing  of  a  uniform  tariff.  It  will  be 
an  easy  matter  to  adopt  the  necessary  words 
to  remove  any  further  implication  from  the 
amendment,  and  by  that  means  we  should 
have  the  great  ad\'antage  of  rendering  this 
clause  acceptable  to  the  Committee  as  a 
whole. 

3  G 


Sir  SAMUEL  GBIFFITII  :  The  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  has*  lost  sight  of  this 
point,  that  we  have  laid  dowm  a  fixed  rule 
so  long  as  there  are  various  customs  tariffs. 
But  as  soon  as  there  is  a  uniform  tariff  we 
wish  to  let  the  federal  parliament  make  any 
rule  it  pleases.  We  must,  however,  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  interval.  The  amendment  of 
the  hon.  member.  Sir  John  Bray,  leaves 
no  interval  but  it  leaves  the  surplus 
incapable  of  distribution  until  the  federal 
parliament  has  made  a  new  law  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  As  I  understood  the 
hon.  member,  I  did  not  think  he  intended 
that. 

Amendment  upon  the  amendment  nega¬ 
tived. 

Amendment  agreed  to ;  clause,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  11.  Preference  shall  not  be  given  by 
any  law  or  regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue 
to  the  ports  of  one  part  of  the  commonwealth 
over  those  of  another  part  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  the  vessels  bound  to  or  from  one  part  shall 
not  l>e  bound  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duty,  in 
another  part. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
proposed : 

That  the  word  “bound,”  line  6,  be  omitted 
with  a  view  to  the  insertion  of  the  word  ‘  ‘  re¬ 
quired.  ” 

Mr.  BURGESS  :  Before  the  amend¬ 
ment  suggested  by  the  hon.  member.  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  is  put,  I  think  it  would 
be  well  that  he  should  explain  exactly  how' 
he  would  obtain  the  statistics  whicli  will 
be  necessiiry  from  the  various  colonies,  in 
order  to  distribute  the  customs  revenue  on 
the  basis  which  has  just  been  agreed  to,  if 
we  are  to  give  any  effect  at  all  to  the  clause 
under  consideration.  I  take  it  that  what 
we  have  just  agreed  to,  instead  of  allowing 
trade  to  be  free,  will  embarrass  it  more  than 
it  has  ever  been  embarrassed  in  the  past.  I 
am  confident  of  that ;  and  the  result  of  the 
'working  will  prove  that  the  statement  I  am 
making  is  correct.  If,  in  addition  to  that. 
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you  pass  this  clause,  by  which  any  vessel 
leaving  one  port  and  sailing  to  another  will 
have  to  enter  out,  or  clear,  or  report,  you 
will  never  be  able,  I  maintain,  to  obtain 
the  information  which  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  in  order  to  enable  you  to  give 
effect  to  the  clause  which  we  have  just 
agreed  to.  Again,  I  would  point  out  that 
cases  will  arise  in  regard  to  dutiable  goods, 
goods  carried  under  bond  from  one  colony 
to  the  other,  in  which  it  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  a  vessel  to  be  entered  out  and 
cleared  in  the  ordinary  way  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  smuggling  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  I  do 
not  think  this  clause  has  been  sufficiently 
considered,  and  it  is  quite  open  to  the  olvjec- 
tion  raised  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Burgess. 
Take  the  case,  for  instance,  of  a  vessel — and 
the  whole  of  the  American  trade  is  con¬ 
ducted  very  much  upon  this  principle — 
coming  from  Boston  to  Melbourne.  She 
delivers  some  of  her  cargo  there,  and  goes 
on  to  Sydney,  and  afterwards  goes  on  to 
Brisbane.  How  do  the  last  three  lines  of 
the  clause  apply  in  a  case  of  that  kind  ? 
Why  should  she  not  discharge  her  cargo  as 
she  does  now  in  Melbourne  or  Sydney,  pay 
the  due.s,  and  go  on  to  the  next  port,  and 
pay  dues  there  too  ?  It  has  also  been  over¬ 
looked  that  the  dues  referred  to  in  the 
clause  are  part  of  the  local  revenue.  What 
business  have  we  to  say  that  the  state  shall 
not  impose  a  local  revenue  1  We  have  only 
taken  charge  of  certain  powers  connected 
with  navigation  ;  we  have  not  taken  over 
the  ports  of  a  colony,  and  we  have  no  busi¬ 
ness  to  take  over  the  revenue  of  a  colony. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  This  is  one 
of  the  celebrated  clauses  in  the  American 
Constitution,  one  of  the  few  clauses  taken 
from  it,  and  I  am  very  much  disposed  to 
think  it  would  have  been  better  if  it  liad 
stopped  at  the  end  of  the  first  sentence.  I 
certainly  think  that  it  would  be  better  to 
omit  all  the  words  after  the  word  comipon- 
'wealth.” 

[i/r.  Burgess, 


Mr.  DIBBS  :  This  clause  provides  for 
free-trade  between  tlie  ports  of  the  various 
colonies.  A  simple  provision  for  a  similar 
purpose  was  made  by  the  colony  of  New 
South  Wales  eight  or  nine  years  ago  in  one 
of  the  marine  board  bills.  It  was  enacted 
that  a  vessel  paying  either  tonnage  or  har¬ 
bour  dues  in  one  port  should  be  exempt 
from  paying  them  in  any  other  port  in  the 
colony.  I  think  that  the  word  “duty  ’"in 
this  clause  is  a  mistake,  and  that  either 
“  tolls  ’’  or  “  harbour  dues  ”  should  be  in¬ 
serted  in  its  i)lace.  We  would  to  a  certain 
extent  be  robbing  various  states  of  a  por¬ 
tion  of  their  revenues  ;  but  for  the  good 
that  would  result  it  would  be  as  well  ta 
make  the  law  as  it  is  clearly  intended  it 
should  be,  by  striking  out  the  word“  duty.^^ 
Then  a  vessel  that  paid  dues  at  Sydney 
'would  be  exempt  at  Melbourne,  Hobart, 
or  any  other  port  in  Australia.  The  simi¬ 
lar  rule  which  we  made  here  eight  or  nine- 
years  ago  has  answered  very  well. 

Mr.  Playford  :  I  think  we  had  better 
leave  the  words  as  they  are.  They  have 
been  in  the  American  Constitution  for 
over  a  hundred  years. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Can  the  hon.  member 
tell  us  what  they  meant  a  hundred  year» 
ago  ? 

Mr.  Playford  :  We  know  what  they 
mean  to-day  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  This  is  a 
very  important  clause.  Vessels  will  really 
be  bound  to  enter.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  term  “  enter  exactly  means ;  but 
the  captain  will  have  to  go  to  the  custom¬ 
house,  and  state  that  he  is  going  to  start,, 
if  only  for  statistical  purposes,  and  he  will 
have  to  take  out  shipping  papers  'when  he 
goes  away  and  pay  some  kind  of  dues^ 
I  move  : 

That  the  clause  be  amended  by  omitting  all 
the  words  after  the  word  “  commonwealth,’^ 
hne  4. 

Mr,  DIBBS  :  I  would  ask,  supposing 
wo  had  one  gauge  of  railway  through  to 
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the  Victorian  capital,  would  it  be  necessary 
for  a  train  to  ‘‘  clear’’  when  she  arrived  on 
the  border  ? 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Railways  do  not  come 
from  foreign  parts  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  We  are  not  going  to  call 
Hobart  a  foreign  part.  If  federation  is 
brought  about,  will  Melbourne  be  a  foreign 
part  1  I  am  illustrating  the  matter.  It 
is  said  that  for  statistical  purposes  it  will 
be  necessary  for  vessels  to  have  inter¬ 
colonial  clearances.  Formerly  a  vessel 
carrying  100  tons  of  coal  from  Newcastle 
to  Sydney  “entered”  here,  and  after  she 
had  discharged  her  cargo  “  cleared,”  before 
going  back  to  Newcastle,  All  this  gave 
needless  trouble  to  the  captain ;  but  now 
a  vessel  takes  out  a  clearance  only  once  a 
year.  If  we  have  trade  between  Sydney 
and  Melbourne  across  the  border  without 
any  interference  by  customs  laws,  or  for 
statistical  purposes,  why  should  we  not 
have  trade  equally  free  between  Sydney 
and  Hobart  ?  A  citizen  of  Sydney  has  as 
much  right  to  take  a  vessel  free  into 
Hobart  or  Melbourne  as  to  cross  the 
border  free  of  duty  by  rail.  Information 
for  statistical  purposes  can  be  obtained  in 
another  way.  The  clear  object  of  inter¬ 
colonial  free-trade  is  to  simplify  trade 
in  every  possible  sliape,  and  ships  should 
be  allowed  to  go  from  one  port  in  the 
colonies  to  another  without  having  to  take 
out  clearances  or  make  entries  each  time. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  undei-stand  that  the 
reason  why  the  amendment  was  proposed 
was  that  it  does  not  bind  the  federa¬ 
tion  to  a  certain  course,  but  leaves  the 
federation  to  make  its  own  arrangements. 
That  is  really  what  it  does  ;  it  does  not 
compel  them  to  do  anything. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  I  sympathise  with  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford,  in  his  respect 
for  this  clause,  because  it  has  been  taken 
from  the  United  States  Constitution.  I 
think  we  ought  to  hesitate  before  we 
eliminate  the  latter  part  of  it.  The  hon. 


member.  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  suggests 
the  difficulty  in  the  case  of  a  ship  from 
Boston  discharging  part  of  her  goods  in 
Melbourne  or  Sydney,  or  in  any  other  port. 

Sir  Thomas  McIlwkaith  :  The  same 
thing  applies  to  all  the  mail  ships  ! 

Mr.  THYNNE:  Under  this  clause  those 
ships  would  not  be  affected  in  the  slightest 
degree.  In  the  words  “  and  vessels  bound 
to  or  from  one  part  shall  not  be  bound  to 
enter,  clear,  or  pay  duty  in  another  part,” 
the  words  “  another  part,”  refer  to  some 
place  other  than  the  port  from  which  the 
vessels  are  bound  or  the  port  to  wffiich  they 
are  going.  The  hon.  member,  Mr.  Dibbs, 
has  really  pointed  out  an  instance  that  this 
clause  is  intended  to  provide  for:  that  is, 
that  a  vessel  coming  from  Melbourne  to 
Newcastle  shall  not  be  required  to  pass  en¬ 
tries  at  Sydney,  nor  that  any  regulation  of 
that  kind  under  the  constitution  shall  be 
permitted  which  would  give  a  preference 
to  any  one  port  or  part  of  a  district  over 
another.  I  think  that  the  words  “  another 
part  ”  apply  to  some  place  other  than  either 
the  place  from  which  the  ship  is  coming  or 
that  to  which  she  is  going.  In  the  place 
from  which  she  is  coming  she  has  had  to 
pay  her  ordinaiy  dues,  and  she  will  have 
to  pay  in  the  place  at  which  she  arrives. 
This  clause  has  come  down  really  as  the 
result  of  some  of  the  oppressive  navigation 
regulations  of  the  old  time  in  the  United 
States,  That  is  no  doubt  the  origin  of  it, 
and  with  tlie  hon.  member,  Mr.  Playford,  I 
have  eveiy  respect  for  the  operation  of  this 
clause  as  preventing  what  has  happened 
in  the  past,  and  what  may^  happen  in  the 
future,  and  to  keep  our  constitution  free 
from  the  danger  against  which  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  thought  it  necessary^  to  provide. 

Amendment  agreed  to  ;  clause,  as 
amendeil,  agreed  to. 

Clause  13.  The  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  parlia¬ 
ments  of  all  the  states,  make  laws  for  taking 
over  and  consolidating  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  public  debt  of  any  state  or  states,  but  5 
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so  that  a  state  shall  he  liable  to  intlcinnify 
the  common  wealth  in  respect  of  the  amount 
of  a  debt  taken  over,  and  that  the  amount  of 
interest  jmyable  in  respect  of  a  debt  shall  be 
10  deducted  and  retained  from  time  to  time 
from  the  share  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the 
commonwealth  which  would  otherwise  l:>e 
payable  to  the  state. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  With  reference  to 
this  clause,  hon,  members  will  be  aware 
that  I  intimated  a  short  time  ago  that  in 
my  opinion  we  ought  to  throw  on  the 
commonwealth  immediately  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  debts  of  the  various  colonies. 
It  is  quite  true  that  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  colonies  themselves  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  make  some  adjustment  of  the 
amounts  that  have  to  be  borne  by  the 
commonwealth ;  but,  still,  in  order  that 
the  states  of  Australia  may  reap  the  bene-, 
fits  to  which  they  may  fairly  look  forward, 
from  federation,- it  seems  to  me  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  that  we  should  provide 
that  the  commonwealth  shall  undertake 
the  responsibilities  that  have  been  incurred. 
I  therefore  propose  to  move  in  substitu¬ 
tion  for  tliis  clause,  a  clause  which  has 
been  handed  round,  in  print,  I  believe,  to 
hon.  members,  and  which readsas  follows : — 

The  commonwealth  shall  be  liable  for  the 
public  debts  of  each  state  existing  at  the  time 
of  this  act  coming  into  operation,  and  each  state 
shall  be  liable  to  the  commonwealth  for  the 
amount  (if  any)  by  which  the  public  debt  owing 
by  the  state  shall  exceed  the  amount  of 
pounds  x>er  head  of  the  population  of  sucli  state. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  it  would  be  well 
to  make  each  state  liable  for  tbefull  amount 
of  its  debts,  and  not  to  provide,  as  I  pro¬ 
pose  to  do  here,  that  a  certain  fixed  amount 
of  so  much  per  liead  of  the  population 
should  be  intrusted  entirely  to  the  common¬ 
wealth.  I  think,  however,  it  is  preferable 
that  we  should  do  it  in  the  way  which  I 
suggest  liere,  and  should  distinctly  say  to 
the  commonwealth,  “  We  intend  to  saddle 
you  with  tlie  responsibility  of  paying  the 
interest  on  these  debts,  and  the  debts  them¬ 
selves  up  to  a  certain  amount  to  be  agreed 


upon,  at  per  head  of  the  population.”  If 
Ave  do  not  do  that  we  shall,  as  has  been 
indicated  by  several  hon.  members  through¬ 
out  this  discussion,  be  intrusting  the  com- 
mon'wealth  with  a  revenue  which  will 
largely  exceed  their  requirements,  and 
wliich  will  cast  upon  them  the  very  diffi¬ 
cult  and  delicate  task  of  determining  how 
it  is  to  be  returned.  It  seems  to  me  it 
would  be  far  better  for  us  to  say  at  once, 
“You  have  to  undertake  not  simply  the 
collection  of  a  certain  amount  of  revenue, 
but  you  have  also  to  undertake  a  certain 
amount  of  liability  in  connection  with  that 
revenue.  We  shall  leave  you  to  determine 
how  you  can  fairly  do  this  best  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  all  the  states.”  In  carrying  this 
amendment,  I  would  point  out  that  we  do 
not  in  any  w^ay  interfere  with  the  right  of 
each  state  to  borrow  what  it  requires  for 
its  own  purposes.  I,  for  one,  wwild  not 
be  inclined  to  do  that.  I  feel  that  each 
colony  has  its  own  future  to  work  out, 
and  must  be  allowed  its  own  w^ay  of  work¬ 
ing  it  out,  and  that  the  federal  government 
is  not  to  say  to  all  these  different  states, 
“You  have  borrowed  so  much  money,  and 
you  must  not  borrow  any  more.”  But  I 
say  that  we  ought  to  provide  that  the 
federal  government  shall  undertake  the 
responsibility  of  the  debts  of  the  various 
colonies  at  the  time  tliis  bill  comes  into 
operation,  and  if  any  other  clauses  may  be 
necessary  to  adjust  this  more  definitely 
than  my  amendment,  I  trust  they  will  be 
agreed  to.  But  I  do  ask  hon.  gentlemen 
to  consider  tlie  fact  that,  if  wo  trust  the 
commonwealth  with  the  collection  of  a 
large  amount  of  revenue,  the  least  we  can 
do,  in  order  to  place  the  treasurers  of  the 
different  colonies  in  a  fair  position  to  cal¬ 
culate  their  revenue  and  expenditure,  is 
to  say  that,  wdiile  a  certain  amount  of 
their  revenue  is  taken  from  them,  at  the 
same  time  they  shall  be  relieved  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount  of  tlieir  expenditure,  which 
amount  can  be  calculated  so  as  to  act 
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fairly  and  equitably  between  the  various 
colonies.  In  iny  opinion,  if  we  neglect 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  do  this  we 
shall  fail  in  the  duty  we  have  under¬ 
taken.  I  am  quite  willing  to  admit,  as 
has  been  stated  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Thomas  Mcll wraith,  that  when  the  Finance 
Committee  were  considering  this  matter, 
I  was  not  prepared  at  once  to  ask  the 
federal  government  to  assume  this  respon¬ 
sibility.  But  I  was  one  of  those  wlio 
suggested  that  we  should  include  a  clause 
in  our  report — the  clause  which  is  now 
before  the  Committee — which  would  em- 
powerthe  federal  parliament  at  some  future 
time,  with  the  consent  of  the  different 
state  parliaments,  to  take  over  our  debts 
and  liabilities.  It  seems  to  me,  after  fully 
considering  the  matter,  that  in  simply 
empowering  them  to  do  this  we  are  not 
doing  all  that  we  ought  to  do — that  we 
ought  not  to  empower  them,  but  that  we 
should  require  them  to  do  it  as  far  as  we 
fairly  can  in  the  interests  of  the  states 
and  of  the  federal  government  itself.  As 
between  the  commonwealth  and  the  out¬ 
side  public,  the  commonwealth  will  be 
liable  for  all  the  debts,  and  as  between  the 
commonwealth  and  the  states,  each  state 
w’ill  be  liable  for  an  amount  which  exceeds 
so  much  per  head  of  the  population.  The 
commonwealth  is  to  look  to  each  colony  for 
its  portion  of  the  debt,  and  for  its  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  interest  on  the  debt,  and  so  far 
as  the  treasurers  of*  the  different  states  are 
concerned  they  will  know  that  not  merely 
a  large  amount  of  their  revenue  is  taken 
away,  but  that  a  largo  portion  of  their 
liability  is  removed  from  their  shoulders. 
It  will  save  a  great  deal  of  confusion  if 
we  can  agree  to  some  such  scheme.  I 
trust  the  Committee  will  agree  to  some 
such  sclioinc  as  that  indicated  by  my  amend¬ 
ment,  because  I  am  one  of  those  who  feel 
that  we  ought  not  simply  to  leave  it  to  the 
federal  government  to  determine  how  they 
shall  spend  the  large  amount  with  which 


they  are  intrusted  ;  but  that  we  shall,  as 
far  as  we  can,  form  an  equitable  mode  of 
distribution  at  the  same  time  as  we  intrust 
it  to  them.  I  therefore  move,  in  the  first 
instance  : 

That  the  clause  be  amended  by  the  omission 
of  the  words  “  The  parliament  of,”  line  1. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  Are  we  to  under¬ 
stand  that  the  whole  question  of  taking 
over  the  debts  is  to  be  discussed  on  this 
amendment  ? 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Yes  ! 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  Why  not  move  to  omit  the 
whole  clause  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
something  else  in,  so  that  we  may  discuss 
the  whole  question  ? 

The  C  ii  A I RM  A X  :  The  parliamentary 
course  would  be  to  negative  the  clause  and 
to  propose  a  new  clause  subsequently. 

Amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  DEAKIY  :  The  extreme  gravity  of 
the  proposal  which  is  now  before  the  Com¬ 
mittee  is  scarcely  likely  to  be  undervalued. 
This  is  a  deliberate  proposal  to  saddle 
the  commonwealth  at  the  outset  of  its 
career  with  a  debt  of  considerably  over 
£100,000,000. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  £180,000,000  ! 

Mr.  Baker:  £113,000,000,  excluding 
New  Zealand ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  With  a  debt  of  nearly 
£150,000,000,  even  excluding  New  Zea¬ 
land.  Then,  sir,  it  is  perfectly  clear,  and 
I  take  it  that  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John 
Bray,  is  seized  of  the  fact,  that  his  amend¬ 
ment,  if  carried  as  a  whole,  would  only  be 
the  first  of  a  series  of  clauses  which  would 
be  required  to  deal  with  this  question  in 
its  consequential  aspects.  Nevertheless, 
it  raises  the  financial  issue  at  once.  The 
prospect  is  one  from  which,  like  the  hon, 
member.  Sir  John  Bray,  I  must  confess, 
I  would  have  shrunk  at  an  earlier  stage 
of  our  proceedings;  but  in  listening  to 
the  debates  which  have  taken  place  on 
the  financial  questions  in  connection  with 
the  commonwealth,  especially  in  listening 
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to  the  discussion  to-day  in  connection  with 
the  surplus,  the  disposal  of  whicli  has 
pix)ved  so  great  a  task  to  the  Committee,  I 
must  confess  myself  j)repared  to  take  a  very 
much  more  favourable  view  even  of  this 
startling  proposition  than  I  should  have 
done  a  few  days  ago.  The  more  we  con¬ 
sider  it,  the  more  1  think  we  shall  agree 
that  the  }>lan  which  we  submit  to  the 
people  of  the  various  colonies,  by  which 
their  governments  are  deprived  of  an  im¬ 
mense  source  of  revenue,  and  by  which  the 
commonwealth  is  endowed  with  an  enor¬ 
mous  surplus  from  the  very  day  on  which 
it  comes  into  existence,  is  certain  to  be  used 
against  us  by  all  opponents  of  this  bill. 
It  will  be  said  tliat  the  several  states 
have  a  poor  guarantee  of  receiving  any¬ 
thing  if  you  intrust  the  commonwealth 
with  such  powers  as  are  embodied  in  this 
measure — ifyouintrust  it  with  this  amount 
of  money,  and  require  it,  before  returning 
anything  to  the  colonies,  to  discharge  any 
and  all  of  its  obligations.  We  shall  be  told 
again  and  again  by  those  who  desire  to 
oppose  the  commonwealth  that  the  colonies 
will,  in  tlie  course  of  a  year  or  so,  see 
nothing  of  the  customs  revenue  they  are  now 
asked  to  surrender.  Upon  this  point  I 
think  the  remarks  of  the  hoiv  member,  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson,  a  day  or  two  ago  were 
extremely  pertinent,  as  they  were  also 
the  chief  cause  of  modifying  my  own 
opinion  on  the  subject.  The  position  lie 
put  is  one  that  will  recommend  itself  to 
tho.se  friends  of  the  commonwealth  who 
desire  at  the  outset  that  its  policy  .shall  be 
one  of  strict  economy.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
premature  to  pass  too  positive  an  opinion  at 
the  present  moment ;  but,  assuming  that 
calculations  were  sufficient  to  assure  us  that 
we  were  not  undertaking  too  extreme  a 
step,  it  certainly  would  be  an  enormous 
advantage  in  commending  this  measure 
to  the  people  of  the  various  colonies  if, 
instead  of  their  being  asked  to  surrender 
an  immense  revenue,  without  any  defi- 
[d/r.  Deakin, 


nitely  determined  return,  they  were  shown 
that  the  revenue  taken  from  them  is  at 
once  a])plied  to  purpose.s  in  which  they 
are  immediately  interested — that  if,  on 
the  one  hand,  we  deprive  them  of  that 
source  of  revenue  which  keeps  their  cotfers 
full,  we,  on  the  other  hand,  deprive  them 
of  liabilities  which  empty  their  coffers.  I 
believe  that  certain  calculations  have  been 
prepared  which  tend  to  show  that  it  would 
be  possible,  even  with  a  customs  revenue 
based  upon  a  tariff'  such  as  that  of  Victoria, 
for  the  federal  parliament  to  discharge  the 
whole,  or  almost  the  whole,  of  the  interest 
on  the  debts  of  the  colonies  of  Australia, 
if  not  of  Australasia.  That  being  the  case, 
the  question  is  certainly  worthy  even  at 
this  late  stage  of  our  deliberations,  of  the 
most  careful  consideration  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  whether  on  the  faith  of  such  calcu¬ 
lations  we  might  not  take  a  bold  step  that 
would  put  us  before  our  constituents  in 
quite  a  ditferent  position — in  the  jyosition 
of  recommending  a  commonwealth  that 
from  its  commencement  will  have  liabilities 
requiring  from  those  who  may  be  intrusted 
with  its  direction  the  strictest  scrutiny  of 
every  particular  of  public  expenditure,  and 
thus  imbuing  them  at  the  outset  of  their 
career  with  habits  of  close  economy.  This 
would  be  a  great  recommendation  from  both 
points  of  view — as  relieving  the  states  im¬ 
mensely,  and  as,  in  another  sense  of  the 
term,  relieving  the  commonwealth  of  that 
surplus  about  which  we  have  had  such  a 
warm  debate.  It  may  be  necessary,  be¬ 
fore  we  finally  commit  ourselves  to  the 
proposal  that  other  clauses,  to  make  the 
scheme  complete,  should  be  adopted.  But 
the  difficulties  we  have  had  to  encounter 
upon  the  floor  of  this  chamber  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  surplus  are  trifles  compared 
with  the  difficulties  we  shall  have  to  en¬ 
counter  on  the  hustings  when  we  are  face 
to  face  with  our  constituents  and  with  the 
opponents  of  fedei*ation.  This  question  of 
the  finances  will  be  used  against  us  to  the 
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utmost  extent,  and  I  think  we  should  have 
a  good  answer  if  we  were  to  adopt  this 
proposal,  and  that  we  should  at  the  same 
time  be  giving  to  federation  a  great  mo- 
inentuni.  The  desire  of  being  relieved  of 
a  large  measure  of  liability  will  operate  as 
powerfully  with  the  colonies  in  favour  of 
federation  as  a  design  to  deprive  them  of 
customs  revenue  may  meet  with  resistance. 
If  this  proposal  can  be  justified,  I  take  it 
that  this  bill  will  go  commended  to  the 
various  colonies  much  more  than  it  would 
in  its  present  aspect.  I  rose  in  default  of 
other  hon.  members,  who  did  not  appear 
willing  to  debate  the  question  at  so  early 
a  stage.  I  trust  the  treasuiei-s  of  the 
various  colonies  will  give  us  the  benefit  of 
their  experience,  because  if  this  proposal 
be  as  feasible  as  it  now  appears,  it  will  be 
a  most  advantageous  one  to  adopt  in  the 
interests  of  the  commonwealth. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  should  like  to 
-explain  my  position  in  this  matter,  because 
it  is  })erhaps  rather  a  curious  one.  I 
thoroughly  believe  in  the  consolidation  of 
the  debts  of  the  colonies  ultimately ;  but  I 
think  w'e  have  just  reached  that  stage  of 
our  proceedings  when  w^e  are  liable  to  go 
too  far.  I  believe  we  are  going  beyond 
the  principles  we  ought  to  lay  down  for 
oui'selves  in  dealing  with  the  question  of 
federation.  My  hon.  friend,  who  has  just 
resumed  his  seat,  sees  very  clearly,  as 
possibly  do  other  hon.  members,  that  if  we 
take  over  the  debts  of  the  colonies,  and 
make  ourselves  liable  for  the  interest  we 
«hall  get  rid  of  this  dangerous  surplus.  I 
am  quite  willing  to  confess  that  in  the 
hands  of  some  treasurers  that  sui*plus 
would  be  a  very  great  danger  indeed.  But 
there  are  a  great  many  consequences 
arising  out  of  such  a  course  as  is  pro¬ 
posed.  In  t!\e  first  place,  if  you  take 
over  all  the  debts  you  must  regulate  the 
borrowing  in  the  future,  and  with  colo¬ 
nies  under  such  ditferent  conditions  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  now  enter  upon 


this  dangerous  ground  we  shall  open  for 
ourselves  a  battery  of  opposition  on  the 
part  of  some  of  tlie  colonies  which  it  will 
be  absolutely  impossible  to  silence.  In 
dealing  with  this  question  as  a  whole, 
what  I  take  it  we  have  to  do  in  regard  to 
salient  questions  of  great  importance  in 
connection  with  the  future  is  to  see  that 
the  federal  parliament  has  power  to  deal 
with  them.  But  these  questions,  wdiich  it 
may  be  necessary  to  deal  with  in  the 
future,  are  great  bones  of  contention  at 
the  present  time,  and  it  would  be  foolish 
for  us,  in  view  of  the  necessity  to  make 
this  bill  palatable  to  our  parliaments,  to 
enter  upon  new  departures  wdiich  may 
receive  the  utmost  opposition. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Who  is  to  oppose  them? 

Mr.  McMTLLAN  :  I  am  endeavouring 
to  explain  in  the  most  ordinary  English  I 
can  adopt  Take  the  position  of  New 
South  Wales  as  compared  with  that  of 
Yictoria,  Victoria  is  a  comparatively  con¬ 
solidated.  colony ;  it  has  a  i-ailway  system 
which,  at  any  rate  for  certain  purposes, 
has  practically  opened  up  the  whole  of  its 
territory ;  but  New  South  Wales  and 
Queensland  ai*e  practically  only  beginning 
to  open  up  theirs.  They  have  done  a  great 
deal.  We,  in  New  South  Wales,  have 
done  a  great  deal ;  but  we  have  in  hand 
at  the  present  moment  schemes  'svith  re- 
fei’ence  to  our  railway  system  which  will 
involve  loans,  and  the  very  policy  we  are 
now  adopting  may  be  looked  upon  in  the 
future  as  an  anti-federal  policy.  Conse¬ 
quently,  if  you  attempt  to  take  over  the 
debts  as  they  stand  now,  you  must  carry 
consequential  clauses  that  will  deal  wnth 
the  future  policies  of  the  colonies. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Why? 

Mr.  McMillan  :  Cei*tainly,  because 
you  cannot  have  two  classes  of  debts. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Why  not  ? 
iVIr.  McMillan  :  Surely  the  hon. 
member,  if  he  has  any  pretension  to  a 
knowledge  of  finance,  does  not  believe  that 
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we  should  have  a  consolidated  common¬ 
wealth  debt  in  respect  of  works  already 
carried  out,  and  that  we  should  have  new 
debts,  at  the  same  time,  on  the  part  of  the 
various  provincial  parliaments. 

Mr.  Dear  IN  :  We  are  bound  to  have 
that  in  any  case ! 

Mr.  McMILLxVN  :  The  only  advantage 
of  consolidating  the  debts  of  the  colonies 
is  that  all  borrowings  for  large  undertakings 
may  be  under  the  auspices  of  the  federal 
government  The  hon.  member  does  not 
surely  propose  for  one  moment  that  we 
should  consolidate  these  debts,  amounting 
in  the  aggregate  to  £181,000,000,  and  that 
we  should  then  allow  New  South  Wales 
to  expend  £4,000,T)00  or  £5,000,000  of 
loan  money  borrowed  under  different  con¬ 
ditions  and  guarantees.  Let  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  consider  what  that  would  open  up,  and 
he  will  see  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible. 
I  appeal  to  any  financial  man.  The  whole 
benefit  arising  from  the  dealing  with  this 
question  consists  of  theunification  of  stock. 
Of  course,  there  will  be  municipal  loans, 
guaranteed  by  the  provincial  governments 
or  raised  in  other  ways,  but  for  all  large 
undertakings,  if  once  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  takes  over  the  present  debts,  it  must 
negotiate  and  control  future  loans. 

Mr.  Deakin:  Why? 

Mr.  McMillan  :  if  I  am  liable  for 
certain  debts,  if  I  am  liable  for  money  bor¬ 
rowed  for  certain  undertakings,  surely  I 
must  have  control  of  those  undertakings 
more  or  less.  Surely,  before  a  loan  would 
be  projected  by  one  colony,  it  should  have 
the  recognition  of  the  federal  government. 
Then  look  at  what  you  would  open  up. 
Not  that  I  say  it  may  not  be  opened  up  in 
the  future — but  it  will  be  a  very  debatable 
question  in  the  different  colonies.  You 
open  up  the  question  with  regard  to  the 
great  public  undertakings  of  the  different 
colonies  being  canvassed  in  the  federal 
parliament.  I  do  not  say  that  it  will  not 
come  to  that ;  but  the  federal  spirit  will 
[Mr.  McMillan. 


have  to  bo  in  existence  some  years,  and 
Avill  have  to  grow  beyond  its  present  pro- 
liortions,  before  that  will  be  assented  to. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  If  we  agree  to  this  clause, 
w^o  may  as  well  procure  a  hundred  weight 
of  dynamite  and  blow  the  whole  thing 
up! 

Mr.  McMillan  :  That  would  be  a 
veritable  bomb-shell.  If  we  simply  give, 
as  this  bill  gives,  to  the  federal  parliament 
the  right  to  negotiate  with  the  other  par¬ 
liaments — and  I  believe  a  great  deal  will 
be  done  in  future  by  negotiation,  and  that 
a  great  deal  will  be  undertaken  by  nego¬ 
tiation  that  is  not  provided  for  in  the  four 
corners  of  this  constitution — and  if  we 
imply  by  this  clause  that  such  a  thing  may 
be  a  benefit  in  future  to  all  the  parties 
concerned,  we  shall  go  as  far  as  we  pos¬ 
sibly  can.  I  warn  hon.  members  who  are 
anxious  to  see  this  federation  carried  into 
effect,  that  if  they  vote  for  the  amendment 
they  will  agree  to  a  proposal  which  will 
do  more  to  shatter  the  whole  fabric  we 
have  been  trying  to  erect  than  almost  any 
other  point  of  contention  we  have  had 
before  us  could  effect. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Why  1 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  even  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that  I  hope  the  loans  will  be  con¬ 
solidated,  and  that  some  arrangement  may 
be  made  in  the  future  which  will  be  con¬ 
sonant  with  the  views  of  the  different 
colonies.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  see 
that  that  very  project  is  surrounded  with 
enormous  difficulty,  and  that  it  is  not  we 
who  have  to  thrash  out  that  difficulty.  It 
must  be  a  matter  for  the  future.  I  cer¬ 
tainly  think  that  those  who  are  in  favour 
of  a  bill  which  will  be  acceptable  to  all 
tlie  parliaments  of  the  different  colonies 
should  negative  the  amendment  now  before 
us. 

Colonel  SMITH:  I  confess  I  am  some¬ 
what  surprised  at  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  McMillan.  At  the  Melbourne 
Conference,  and  in  the  opening  debate  at 
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this  Convention,  the  hon.  gentleman  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  some  course  of  this 
kind  being  adopted. 

Mr.  Mc^Millax  :  In  tlie  future,  cer¬ 
tainly  ! 

Colonel  SMITH  :  He  stated  at  Mel¬ 
bourne  that  he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  in  the  course  of  time  the*  dominion 
parliament  would  be  able  to  borrow  money 
not  alone  in  London,  but  on  any  of  the 
bourses  of  Europe  at  from  |  to  1  per 
cent,  less  than  the  price  at  which  in¬ 
dividual  colonies  can  borrow  now.  That 
would  ultimately  result  in  a  veiy  large 
saving.  It  is  intended  to  hand  over  to 
the  federal  parliament  a  revenue  of 
£9,000,000,  while  the  expenditure  of  the 
federal  government  would  only  be  about 
£2,250,000.  The  balance  would  have  to 
be  refunded  to  the  different  states.  I  con¬ 
tend  that  each  colony  might  retain  all  its 
railways,  wdiile  the  customs  revenue,  if 
properly  applied  by  the  dominion  parlia¬ 
ment,  would  not  only  pay  the  w’orking 
expenses  of  the  dominion,  but  would  also 
pay  the  whole  of  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt.  If  the  hon.  gentleman  had  said  that 
'we  ought  to  divide  the  loans  wdiich  have 
been  expended  on  reproductive  works  from 
the  loans  wduch  have  been  expended  onnon- 
reproductive  works,  I  could  have  under¬ 
stood  him.  It  might  be  necessary  to  divide 
the  loans  in  that  w^ay,  and  let  the  various 
colonies  be  responsible  for  the  money  ex¬ 
pended  upon  the  non-reproductive  w  orks.  I 
quite  agree  with  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John 
Bray,  that  we  ought  not  to  ask  the  federal 
parliament  to  refund  any  of  the  revenue  ; 
but  it  should  take  over  obligations  from  the 
states,  such  as  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  debts  which  have  accrued.  AVe  ought 
to  place  ourselves  in  such  a  strong  posi¬ 
tion  that  the  dominion  parliament  could 
guarantee  loans.  For  instance,  they  want 
a  railway  in  Western  Australia  about  800 
miles  long.  If  that  project  commended 
itself  to  the  dominion  parliament,  they 


might  say,  ‘‘  On  certain  conditions  w’e 
will  guarantee  that  loan  for  you.’’  That 
would  make  a  difference  of  at  least  ^  per 
cent.,  and  possibly  more  on  the  amount 
borrowed,  and  the  expenditure  would  do 
more  to  open  up  that  enormous  territory 
than  anything  else  that  could  be  done.  I 
hope  hon.  members  will  not  be  led  astray 
by  the  hon.  njember,  Mr.  McMillan,  be¬ 
cause  he  blew  hot  at  Melbourne,  and  ho 
blows  cold  here. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  No  *  I  am  quite  con¬ 
sistent  I 

Colonel  SMITH :  He  has  given  us  no 
reason  whatever  in  support  of  his  views. 
He  says  that  all  this  may  be  done  by  and 
by,  but  wdien  w^e  open  the  door  for  him  he 
w'anis  to  close  it.  Such  a  proposal  would 
be  of  advantage  not  only  to  the  larger 
colonies,  but  to  the  whole  group,  and  I 
hope  hon.  members  wull  not  hesitate  to 
prepare  the  way  by  adopting  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John  Bray, 
so  that  the  federal  parliament  may  have 
the  power  to  do  this  if  they  think  it  is 
desirable.  The  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan, 
talked  about  opposition  to  this  proposal. 
Who  wull  oppose  it?  Will  any  of  the 
parliaments  oppose  a  proposal  that  the 
colonial  debts  should  be  taken  over  and 
consolidated  ?  Not  a  single  parliament  in 
the  whole  group  w'ould  do  so.  I  am  sur¬ 
prised  that  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan, 
w’ho  is  a  financial  man,  should  raise  ob¬ 
jections  to  this  proposal  after  speaking  so 
strongly  in  favour  of  it  at  J\Iel bourne. 

INIr.  McMillan  :  Perhaps  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  will  allows  me  to  explain  that  wLat  I 
said  w^as  that  the  union  of  the  colonies 
W’ould  very  largely  increase  their  credit.  I 
still  think  that  wdiether  or  not  the  debts 
are  consolidated  the  mere  fact  of  federa¬ 
tion  will  increase  the  credit  of  the  colonies. 

Colonel  SMITH  :  All  I  contend  for  is 
that  the  power  should  be  given  to  do  this. 
The  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  said  that 
if  this  clause  were  passed,  a  number  of 
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oonsequeniial  clauses  ouglit  also  to  be 
passed.  Why  should  not  that  be  done, 
and  why  should  not  the  debts  be  consoli¬ 
dated  ?  -Wlien  the  colonial  debts  become 
due,  and  a  fresh  loan  has  to  be  floated,  it 
would  be  infinitely  better  if  that  operation 
were  carried  out  by  the  dominion  govern¬ 
ment.  One  lion,  member  has  gone  so  far 
as  to  say  that  we  have  already  reached 
the  limit  of  our  borrowing  powers.  If  so, 
it  is  far  better  that  the  whole  of  the  debts 
should  be  dealt  with  by  a  federation. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  It  is  too  bad  for  the  hon. 
member,  Colonel  Smith,  to  taunt  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  McMillan,  with  what  he 
■said  at  Melbourne  last  year.  He  then 
spoke  under  the  influence  of  the  very 
generous  treatment  wdiich  the  Hew  South 
Wales  representatives  received  there.  The 
delegates  were  not  then  bound  down  to 
particulars.  It  is  when  you  come  to  the 
details  of  a  bill  that  you  to  have  to  call 
things  by  their  names.  With  the  details 
which  are  now  placed  before  us  it  cannot 
surely  be  expected  that  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  McMillan,  will  speak  in  the“hifalutin” 
strainin  which  he  spoke  at  Melbourne.  This 
is  a  hard  matter  of  fact.  What  would  be  the 
effect  of  this  proposal  on  New’  South  Wales] 
And  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan, 
knows  perfectly  well  that  if  he  proposed 
in  our  parliament  a  constitution  with  such 
a  clause  in  it  as  that  now  suggested — I  do 
not  know  whether  the  parliament  would  be 
carried  out  on  a  shutter,  but  the  hon. 
member  certainly  would  be.  Tlie  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  New  South  Wales  is  not  at  present 
prepared  to  federate  its  debt.  •  I  notice 
that  hon.  members  have  been  talking 
about  what  a  nice  convenient  thing  it 
would  be  if  the  commonwealth  were  to 
take  over  the  debts  of  the  colonies  ;  but 
what  about  the  other  important  side  of 
the  question  ]  What  about  federating  the 
assets]  That  is  the  most  important  ques¬ 
tion.  The  people  of  New  South  Wales 
believe  that  as  far  as  the  assets  are  cou- 
\Coloml  Smith. 


cerned  they  stand  in  a  position  superior  to 
that  of  even  our  wealthy  neighbours  in 
Victoria.  I  suppose  the  difference  in  the 
London  market  is  97  and  103  for  34  per 
cent,  debentures. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Nothing  like  it ! 

Mr.  DIBBS:  I  should  be  prepared 
to  guarantee  the  floating  of  a  Victorian 
^3’,000,000  loan  if  it  was  wired  to  Eng¬ 
land  that  the  Convention  had  unanimously 
agreed  that  the  commonwealth  should  take 
over  the  debts.  I  think  tlie  Convention  is 
going  decidedly  too  far.  This  clause  should 
come  out  of  the  bill  altogether.  We  started 
on  our  enterprise  of  endeavouring  to  frame 
a  constitution  in  a  moderate  way.  The 
modesty  of  the  speakers,  and  the  small 
length  which  they  proposed  to  go  in  insert¬ 
ing  merely  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge  of 
federation  people  could  appreciate.  The 
idea  gradually  grew  step  by  step  until  uni¬ 
fication  became  the  object.  That  w’as  the 
idea  with  which  we  started  ;  but  it  appears 
that  as  hon.  members  found  themselves 
away  from  the  public  eye  they  began  to  talk 
wildly  and  boldly,  and  now  they  propose  that 
the  commonwealth  shall  start  with  a  debt 
of  .£181,000,000.  The  proposal  is  .so  dia¬ 
metrically  oppo.sed  to  the  interests  of  New 
South  Wales  that  I  am  certain  that  if  it 
were  stated  that  the  government  proposed 
to  submit  to  parliament  a  scheme  of  federa¬ 
tion,  our  debts  to  be  thrown  in,  and  with 
our  debts  our  assets,  the  thing  would  be 
scouted  on  every  hustings  in  the  country. 
The  matter  is  going  too  far.  If  we  sat 
another  month  or  two  we  should  have  the 
hon.  member,  Mr,  Deakin,  coming  forward 
with  a  proposal  to  do  away  with  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  Australa.sia,  and  to  have  a 
flag  of  our  own.  That  will  come  next. 
We  are  going  too  far  in  asking  that  the 
federal  parliament  should  take  over  the 
whole  of  the  public  debts.  I  agree  with 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  that  that 
will  come  in  time.  No  doubt  our  public 
debts  will  become  federated,  but  to  at- 


Australia  Bill, 


843 


[7  April,  1891.] 


Commonwealth  of 

tempt  now  to  rush  the  people  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  colonies  to  give  up  the  whole  of  their 
assets,  and  tie  their  hands  as  to  future 
borrowings,  limiting  their  right  to  so  much 
per  head  of  the  population,  would  be  an 
outrage  on  the  people,  which,  as  far  as  this 
colony  is  concerned,  would  make  any  at¬ 
tempt  at  federation  an  impossibility.  I 
am  certain  that  it  would  only  be  necessary 
to  nail  up  on  the  hustings  the  announce¬ 
ment  tliat  it  was  proposed  to  hand  over 
the  assets  of  New  South  Wales  to  a 
federal  parliament - 

Sir  John  Bray  :  There  is  no  such  pro¬ 
posal  ! 

Mr.  DTBB.S :  How  stupid  we  are  in 
New  South  Wales  1  If  you  take  over  the 
liabilities,  surely  you  must  take  over  the 
assets  with  them  1 

Hon.  Members  :  No  ! 

^Nlr.  DIBBS  :  It  w’ould  be  a  farce  for 
the  commonwealth  to  accept  liabilities 
amounting  to  £181,000,000,  and  to  have 
no  security  over  the  assets.  The  thing  is 
an  absurdity  on  the  face  of  it.  It  only 
requires  that  we  should  sit  a  little  longer 
for  some  more  foolish  proposal  to  be  made. 
The  assets  must  go  wdth  the  liabilities  ; 
you  cannot  separate  them.  Our  liabilities 
at  present  are  secured  on  our  assets  ;  and 
if  the  commonwealth  takes  over  the  lia¬ 
bilities,  they  want  something  more  than 
the  revenue  derived  from  customs  duties 
to  cover  the  liabilities. 

Mr.  Dear  IN  :  The  customs  I'e  venue  is 
more  than  the  interest  now  1 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Some  figures  were  given 
us  by  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  and  I  have 
a  paper  here  wdiich  contains  the  amounts. 

IVIr.  Dkakin  :  The  interest  is  under 
£7,000,000,  and  the  customs  revenue  is 
£8,600,000  ! 

]\Ir.  DIBBS  :  The  interest  is  showui  by 
the  paper  in  my  hands  to  be  £7,545,000, 
with  loans  amounting  to  £181,847,271. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  That  includes  New 
Zealand  ! 


Mr.  DIBBS  :  What  are  the  Ne\v  Zea¬ 
land  delegate.s  here  for  ?  I  presume  that 
the  federation  is  to  include  the  whole  of 
Australa.sia,  or  those  gentlemen  would  not 
be  here.  The  total  loans  outstanding  is 

O 

over  £181,000,000,  and  the  interest  pay¬ 
able  is  £7,545,000. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Turn  to  page  32.  Tlie 
total  amount  of  the  import  duties  is 
£8,600,000  I 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  How  are  the  expenses  of 
the  federal  government  to  be  defrayed  ? 

Mr.  Deakin:  They  would  have 
£1,500,000 ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Then,  you  are  going  for 
some  form  of  property  taxation ;  that  is 
what  will  follow. 

Colonel  Smith  :  No  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Will  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Thomas  Mcllwraith,  say  now  what  the  pro¬ 
posed  cost  of  the  federal  government  is  to 
be? 

Sir  Thomas  McIlavraith  :  It  was  the 
Treasurer  of  New  South  Wales  ^vho  stated 
it! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  do  not  believe  the  Trea¬ 
surer  of  New  South  Wales.  I  am  told 
that  the  expenses  of  the  federal  government 
will  be  £2,250,000  per  annum,  and  there 
would  be  £7,500,000  for  interest,  making 
altogether  £9,750,000,  and  the  customs 
revenue  under  the  tariff  will  be  about 
£8,700,000. 

jNIr.  Deakin  :  That  is  the  pi*esent  tariff. 
We  sliall  have  a  great  deal  more  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  It  clearly  shows  that  pro¬ 
perty  will  have  to  be  taxed  considerably 
to  make  up  the  deficiency. 

Mr.  Dkakin  :  No  ;  you  have  the  post- 
office,  too ! 

INFr.  DIBBS  :  Our  post-office  and  the 
post-offices  generally  are  not  sources  of 
income. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  And  you  will  have  a  saving 
in  the  interest  I 

Mr.  DIBBS :  I  admit  that  when  the  day 
comes  when  the  colonies  of  Australia  are 
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united  as  the  United  States  of  America 
have  united,  our  public  debt  will  be  more 
si\leable  in  the  markets  of  the  w'orld  wliere 
the  money  comes  from.  But  then  the  whole 
thing  would  have  to  be  changed  to  accom¬ 
plish  that.  xVt  present  we  are  dealing  with 
a  federation  which  is  not  to  be  a  union,  but 
only  a  loose  form  of  federation,  and,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  that,  it  is  proposed  that  the  common¬ 
wealth  should  take  upon  itself  a  most  ex¬ 
traordinary  responsibility  in  regard  to  our 
debts,  whilst  it  is  giv’en  no  control  over  the 
assets.  To  n^y  commercial  mind,  if  you 
assume  liabilities  you  must  have  the  control 
of  the  assets.  Say  what  you  will,  if  the 
liabilities  are  pooled  the  assets  must  be 
pooled  too.  I  may,  by  way  of  warning, 
say,  that  if  you  want  to  excite  the  anti¬ 
pathy  of  the  whole  of  New  South  Wales 
tow’^ards  federation,  the  idea  of  handinsr 
over  our  liabilities  to  the  commonwealth, 
and  with  them  the  assets  of  the  country, 
will  produce  that  result. 

Mr.  Clark  :  No  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  The  people  in  England 
will  look  at  the  matter  with  a  clear  eye. 
They  will  say  “These  colonies  are  pool¬ 
ing  their  debts  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
clieaper  money.  What  assets  and  what 
security  have  they  V  We  will  reply  that 
we  offer  the  security  of  the  whole  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  ;  therefore  the  commonwealth  if  it 
takes  the  liabilities  must  take  also  the 
assets.  I  remember  a  friend  of  mine,  wlio 
was  an  Irishman,  going  once  to  a  gentle¬ 
man  in  charge  of  one  of  the  English  banks 
established  here,  and  wanting  to  satisfy 
him  that  he  was  entitled  to  borrow  from 
the  bank  a  loan  of  .£40,000.  The  banker 
very  naturally  asked  him  for  a  balance- 
sheet  showing  his  assets  and  liabilities. 
He  brought  a  list  of  his  assets,  and  the 
banker  at  once  said,  “  Now  I  want  to  see 
a  list  of  your  liabilities,”  and  the  Irish¬ 
man  turned  round  and  said,  “Do  you 
want  to  insult  meT  We  should  insult 
the  people  of  England  if  we  attempted  to 
[d/r.  Bibbs, 


consolidate  our  debts  and  did  not  show 
them  that  the  assets  were  there  attachable 
to  the  liabilities.  Any  consolidation  of 
debts  must  bo  accompanied  by  a  consolida* 
tion  of  assets.  The  people  of  New  South 
Wales  will  be  no  parties  to  allowing  their 
assets  to  be  thrown  into  one  common  pool 
— at  least  at  the  present  stage. 

Mr.  BIRD  :  Nothing  that  has  taken 
place  since  the  Convention  met  has  aston¬ 
ished  me  so  much  as  the  position  now 
taken  up  by  the  New  South  Wales  delegates, 
jSIr.  oMc^lillan  and  ]\Ir.  Dibbs.  Brior  to 
the  light  thrown  upon  Mr.  Dibbs^  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  proposal  to  take  over  the  whole 
of  the  debts,  which  he  indicated  in  his  be¬ 
lief  that  the  assets  of  the  colonies  must  go 
with  the  liabilities  thus  taken  over,  I  was 
really  wondering  on  what  grounds  either 
he  or  Mr.  McMillan  could  raise  any  objec¬ 
tion  or  have  any  fear  in  regard  to  the  con¬ 
solidation  of  the  debts. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  I  never  said  that  tlie 
assets  and  the  debts  should  go  together,  I 
said  that  future  expenditure  would  have 
to  be  controlled  I 

Mr.  BIRD  ;  If  the  hon.  gentleman  ob¬ 
jects  on  another  ground  than  that  of  Mr. 
Dibbs,  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  still  more 
surprised  that  he  takes  up  the  position  he 
does ;  because  it  seems  to  me  that  tliere 
is  some  ground  of  objection  to  handing 
over  all  the  liabilities  of  New  South  Wales 
if  all  the  assets  are  to  go  with  them  * 
but  on  what  ground  objection  can  be 
raised  to  the  liabilities  being  taken  over  if 
the  assets  are  to  be  held  by  the  colony 
itself,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see.  Nothing 
but  gain  can  accrue  to  New  South  Wales 
or  any  other  colony  by  allowing  the  com¬ 
monwealth  to  tiike  over  all  the  liabili¬ 
ties.  Surely,  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to 
convert  the  existing  loans  from  the  some¬ 
what  high  rates  which  some  of  them  now 
bear  to  low'er  rates — a  process  w  hich  may 
be  taken  in  hand  even  before  some  of  the 
bonds  mature, and  wdiich  certainly  can  take 
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place  as  the  ohligations  fall  in — as  soon 
as  that  can  be  done,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  tlie  commonwealth  will  be  an  infinite 
gainer.  In  tlie  course  of  time  we  shall 
save,  in  the  matter  alone  of  interest  on  the 
l)ublic  debts  of  the  colonies,  sufficient  to 
cover  the  whole  of  the  expense  of  the 
federal  government,  apart  from  the  services 
and  outside  matters  of  that  sort  belonrin" 
to  the  conduct  of  the  federal  government. 
Purely  the  prospective  gain  of  £500,000 
or  £750,000 — or  it  may  amount  in  the 
course  of  time  to  nearly  £1,000,000 — in 
the  matter  of  interest  alone,  is  a  saving  in 
connection  with  the  debts  of  the  colonies 
that  ought  to  lead  every  member  who  has 
to  do  with  the  financial  afiairs  of  any 
colony,  to  jump  at  once  at  the  proposal  to 
hand  over  the  debts  to  the  commonwealth. 
The  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  seems 
to  fear  that  this  will  interfere  somewhat 
with  the  future  borrowing  of  the  various 
colonies.  I  cannot  see  how  difficulty  is  going 
to  arise  even  there.  If,  a  few  years  after 
the  debts  existing  at  the  time  of  federation 
were  taken  over,  the  hon.  gentleman,  as 
the  treasurer  of  Ne>v  South  Wales,  desired 
to  borrow  £4,000,000  or  £5,000,000  for 
public  works,  and  knew  that  by  getting  the 
guarantee  of  the  fedeml  government  he 
could  secure  that  loan  at  i  per  cent,  less 
than  by  going  into  the  market  on  his  own 
account,  surely  the  people  of  Xew  South 
Wales  would  raise  no  objection  to  the 
federal  government  being  asked  to  borrow 
the  money. 

■  Mr.  McMillan  :  Yes,  but  under  this 
proposal  you  could  not  borrow  at  all  with¬ 
out  their  leave  ! 

Mr.  BIRD  :  Under  the  proposal  as  it 
now  stands  provision  is  simply  made  for 
taking  over  the  debts. 

Mr.  hlcMiLLAN  :  The  present  debts  ! 

Mr.  BIRD  :  Yes. 

Mr.  ^McMillan  :  It  w'ould  be  absurd  to 
take  over  the  present  debts  without  also 
taking  over  future  debts  ! 


Mr.  BIRD  :  I  quite  agree  with  the  hon. 
gentleman  that  the  words  seem  to  indicate 
a  necessity  for  something  further,  and  we 
shall  have  to  insert  a  clause  which  will 
provide  for  dealing  witli  debts  of  states 
which  may  come  in  afterward.s,  for  the 
consolidation  of  those  debts,  and  also  for 
securing  further  loans  for  the  states  already 
in  the  federation  who  may  want  to  increase 
their  indebtedness  for  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
tending  their  public  works.  That  is  an 
additional  clau.se  which,  I  think,  we  will 
all  agree  to  insert.  That  being  so,  I  fail 
to  see  on  what  ground  the  treasurer  of 
any  colony  in  the  group  can  object  to  the 
commonwealth  taking  over  the  liabilities 
as  now  proposed.  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Dibbs,  appeared  to  be  unable  to  see,  not- 
with.standing  the  interjections  that  were 
throw’n  out  while  he  spoke,  that  the  lia¬ 
bilities  of  the  colonies  could  be  taken 
over  wdiile  the  assets  in  the  shape  of  rail¬ 
ways  and  other  reproductive  works  were 
not  taken  over.  If  we  hand  over  to  the 
commonwealth  sufficient  revenue  for  the 
purposes  of  the  general  government,  and 
of  paying  the  interest  on  all  the  debt.s, 
surely  in  a  sense  we  give  it  assets  enough. 
It  needs  nothing  more.  It  has  been  stated 
by  two  or  three  hon.  members  that  figures 
can  be  produced  showing  that  if  we  hand 
over  the  whole  of  the  customs  revenue  to 
the  commonwealth,  it  will  not  only  have 
ample  funds  to  pay  interest  on  the  debts 
now  existing,  but  also  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  federal  government.  Perhaps 
I  may  be  allowed  to  refer  to  some  figures 
w  hich  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  prepare 
in  order  to  show  that  in  almost  all  the 
colonies  the  customs  revenue  is  more  than 
ample  to  cover  the  interest  on  the  debt.  In 
New’  South  Wales  the  customs  and  excise 
revenue,  taking  as  a  basis  the  year  1889, 
amounts  to  £2,200,000,  wdhle  the  total  in¬ 
terest  on  the  debt  is  only  £1,800,000,  leav¬ 
ing  a  balance  of  £400,000,  which  is  more 
than  sufficient  to  pay  the  share  of  the  colony 
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in  the  cost  of  the  general  government.  In 
Victoria  \vq  find  a  still  better  condition  of 
things,  for  while  they  contribute  a  revenue 
of  £3,040,000,  the  interest  on  their  debt 
is  only  £1,672,000.  Queensland  is  in  a 
similar  position,  her  customs  revenue  being 
ov^er  £200,000  more  than  the  interest  upon 
her  debt.  South  Austnilia  is  an  excep¬ 
tion  ;  the  revenue  from  her  customs  and 
excise  amounts  only  to  £573,000,  while 
tlie  interest  on  the  debt  is  £878,000.  I 
apprehend  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
public  debt  of  South  Australia  has  been 
incurred  in  the  construction  of  the  trans¬ 
continental  telegraph  line,  and  as  that  will 
be  one  of  the  items  of  property  to  be  taken 
over  by  the  commonwealth  in  connection 
with  the  postal  and  telegraph  departments, 
South  Australia  will  be  relieved  to  a  very 
large  extent  of  this  excess  of  interest 
on  the  debt  over  the  revenue  provided. 
And  so  I  might  go  through  all  the  colonies. 
Taking  the  figures  as  I  have  taken  them, 
the  fact  is  patent  that  there  is  more  than 
enough  revenue  provided  by  the  colonies 
at  the  present  time  to  pay  the  whole  of 
the  interest  on  their  public  debts  without 
handing  over  any  other  assets  whatever, 
and  it  is  perfectly  plain  that,  in  order  to 
continue  this  condition  of  things,  whatever 
alterations  are  made  in  the  taritfs  taxation 
must  be  imposed  only  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  keep  up  the  relative  proportion  between 
the  two  amounts.  I  feel  very  strongly 
with  those  who  liave  held  that  in  giving 
over  all  these  revenues  to  the  common¬ 
wealth  we  ought  to  hand  over  with  them 
liabilities  equivalent  thereto,  and  that  it 
is  most  dangerous  to  leave  in  the  hands 
of  the  commonwealth  such  a  large  surplus 
as  there  will  be  unless  these  debts  are 
handed  over  to  it.  For  these  reasons, 
which  I  trust  will  commend  themselves  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Convention,  and  espe¬ 
cially  of  those  members  of  it  who  have  ex¬ 
pressed  their  strong  opposition  to  the  pro¬ 
posal  of  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John  Bi  ay,  I 
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feel  compelled  to  sup[»ort  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power  the  amendment  which  he  has  moved. 
The  only  question  about  which  I  am  tin- 
certain  is  whether  we  should  fix  the  amount 
wdiich  the  hon.  member  has  left  blank. 
My  own  idea  is  that  we  should  endeavour 
to  fix  it  at  some  such  sum  as  £40  per 
head,  which  represents  the  minimum  in¬ 
debtedness  of  any  of  tlie  colonies ;  but 
that  is  a  matter  of  detail  which  may  be  left 
out  of  consideration  ;  though,  if  we  leave  it 
open  to  the  federal  parliament  to  decide, 
we  incur  some  of  the  dangers  that  we  want 
to  avoid  by  throwing  the  whole  of  the 
debts  of  the  colonies  upon  the  common¬ 
wealth  ;  because  the  federal  parliament 
might  fix  the  limit  beyond  which  the  colo¬ 
nies  should  be  liable  at  so  low  an  amount 
as  to  defeat  our  object.  My  own  idea  i» 
to  fix  the  amount  at  something  like  £40, 
leaving  the  rest  to  be  provided  for  by  the 
colonies  themselves  in  due  course.  This, 
however,  is  a  point  of  minor  importance, 
and  otherwise  I  agree  with  the  amendment 
of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray. 

Mr.  MUNKO  :  I  am  afraid  we  are  enter¬ 
ing  upon  very  dangerous  ground.  Tliere 
is  not  the  least  doubt  that  it  would  be  of 
great  advantage  to  the  colonies  to  have 
their  debts  taken  over  by  the  common¬ 
wealth.  It  would  be  very  convenient  for 
many  of  us  if  some  one  would  take  over  our 
debts  and  be  responsible  for  them  ;  but  we 
have  to  take  into  consideration  the  whole 
consequence  of  thi.s proposal,  and  I  feel  that 
in  the  clause  as  it  stands  we  are  going  as 
far  as  prudence  authorises  us  to  go,  because 
the  clause  provides  that  the  commonw'ealth 
may  make  arrangements  with  the  parlia¬ 
ments  of  the  various  colonies  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  taking  over  their  debts.  It  luis  been 
said  that  in  handing  over  the  debts  of  the 
colonies  to  the  commonwealth  you  do  not- 
also  propose  to  hand  over  the  assets  ;  but 
I  think  that  would  bo  a  very  imprudent 
course.  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  wise 
on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth  to  take 
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over  debts  amounting  at  the  present  time 
to  £181,000,000,  and  which  will  probably 
in  a  short  time  amount  to  £184,000,000  or 
£185,000,000,  or,  in  round  numbers,  about 
£200,000,000,  unless  some  arrangement  of 
a  satisfactory  character  is  made  to  the  effect 
that  the  colonies  whose  debts  the  common¬ 
wealth  takes  over  shall  not  run  into  other 
large  debts ;  because  if  you  relieve  them  of 
their  pressing  liabilities  and  leave  them  to 
run  into  debt  again  just  as  they  think  pro¬ 
per,  the  result  may  be  disastrous. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  That  is  a  very  important 
point ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  It  is  the  essence  of  the 
whole  question.  If  the  colonies  want  to 
be  relieved  of  their  debts  merely  with  a 
view  to  incurring  other  debts,  they  will 
gain  no  relief,  because  they  will  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  interest  of  the  debts  which 
the  commonwealth  takes  over,  in  addition 
to  that  of  their  future  debts.  And  it  seems 
to  me  that  there  wull  be  a  still  greater 
difficulty  for  the  states  to  meet  if  the  com¬ 
monwealth  is  to  take  over  their  existing 
debts,  and  to  have  power  to  borrow  on  its 
own  account,  on  the  English  market,  for 
its  own  purposes,  without  guaranteeing 
the  future  loans  raised  by  them,  inasmuch 
as  those  loans  will  be  at  a  heavy  discount, 
because  no  single  state  could  occupy  the 
same  position  in  the  market  as  the  com¬ 
monwealth  would  occupy. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  You  could  not  have  two 
classes  of  stock  ! 

jNEr.  jMTJNRO  :  Then  you  must  have 
one  of  two  things.  The  commonwealth 
must  tiiko  the  responsibility  of  all  the  bor¬ 
rowing,  or  prevent  future  debts  from  being 
incurred  without  its  consent. 

Mr.  Eitzgerald  :  No  loan  could  be 
raised  by  any  state  without  the  authority 
of  the  federal  government ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Are  hon.  members  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  the  responsibility  of  saying 
to  the  parliaments  of  their  various  colonies, 


“  You  shall  not  borrow  another  shilling^ 
without  the  consent  of  the  federal  govern- 
menf  ? 

Colonel  Smith  :  A  municipal  corpora¬ 
tion  can  borrow  without  the  consent  of  the 
state  parliament,  and  why  should  not  the 
state  parliament  have  a  similar  power  ? 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  The  hon.  member  is 
going  away  from  the  question  with  which 
I  am  dealing.  The  municipal  corporations 
that  lx)rrow  upon  the  security  of  their  own 
assets  can  only  do  so  upon  the  authority 
of  an  act  of  parliament  giving  them  that 
power  ;  but  the  parliament  that  gives  the 
power  to  borrow  did  not  take  over  their 
debts.  What  is  proposed  now  is,  that  the 
commonwealth  should  take  over  the  exist¬ 
ing  debts  of  the  colonies  ;  and  I  say  that, 
if  it  takes  over  those  debts,  we  must  either 
provide  that  it  shall  become  responsible 
for  all  future  debts,  or  prevent  future 
debts  from  being  incurred  without  its 
authority.  Are  hon.  members  prepared  to 
take  up  that  position  ?  1  venture  to  say 

that  very  few  of  us  are  ;  and  unless  we 
are  prepared  to  take  up  that  position,  we 
cannot  at  the  present  time  deal  intelli¬ 
gently  with  the  question.  In  the  clause 
we  take  all  the  authority  which  we  can 
prudently  take  with  a  view  to  beginnings 
the  federation  ;  and  at  a  future  time  I 
should  be  delighted  to  see  the  common¬ 
wealth  take  up  the  position  which  it  is  now'' 
proposed  that  it  should  take ;  but  I  do  not 
want  to  see  it  done  until  they  can  do  it 
effectively,  and  with  advantage  to  every¬ 
body  concerned.  If  the  amendment  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  J ohn  Bray, 
is  agi'eed  to,  the  result  will  be  that  the 
Convention  will  not  be  able  to  close 
for  a  fortnight  or  three  w'eeks,  because 
we  could  not  as  men  responsible  to  our 
various  colonies  and  to  the  commonw’ealth 
come  to  a  conclusion  on  this  question  'with¬ 
out  taking  time  to  consider  its  defects,  and 
to  w^ork  out  all  the  details  in  connection 
with  it  to  see  what  the  result  would 
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be.  All  that  we  have  undertaken  at  the 
present  time  is  to  put  a  provision  in  tho 
Constitution  Bill  by  which  the  common¬ 
wealth  may  make  arrangements  in  the 
future  with  the  parliaments  of  the  various 
states.  That  will  give  them  time  to  go 
into  the  matter  and  deal  wdth  it  in  an  in¬ 
telligent  manner,  which  will  be  satisfactory 
to  all  concerned  ;  but  if  we,  who  have  no 
authority  to  do  anything  of  the  sort,  pro¬ 
vide  that  tlie  debts  of  the  colonies  shall  be 
taken  over  by  thecommonw'ealth  we  must, 
as  I  said,  continue  to  sit  here  for  a  fort¬ 
night  or  three  weeks  longer  to  work  out 
the  details  of  the  proposal  so  that  >ve  may 
see  what  its  effect  will  be.  I  trust  that 
we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  tlie  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  clause  as  it  stands,  and  I  am 
sure  that  they  go  as  far  as  we  can  pru¬ 
dently  go  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  agree,  generally,  with 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro, 
not  but  what  I  would  like,  if  under  existing 
circumstances  we  could  see  our  way,  to 
adopt  the  amendment  submitted,  with,  un- 
<luestionably,  certain  modidcations  which 
would  be  necessary  to  carry  out  any  such 
proposal  under  the  circumstances.  I  had  no 
doubt,  at  the  moment  the  proposal  was  sub¬ 
mitted,  of  the  result.  I  was  as  confident  as 
I  am  that  I  stand  here  that  it  would  have 
no  support  from  New  South  Wales;  on 
the  contrary,  that  it  would  receive  the 
strongest  possible  opposition  on  grounds 
which  I  need  not  now  mention,  but  which 
I  am  perfectly  certain  are  cpiite  within  the 
knowledge  of  members  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tional  Committee.  I  think,  from  that  point 
of  view,  it  w'ould  be  quite  unnecessary  to 
discuss  the  question  at  this  stage,  because  I 
feel  confident  that  we  should  be  informed 
by  the  delegates  of  New  »South  Wales 
that  they  would  decline  to  recommend  to 
their  Parliament  any  such  proposal.  Al¬ 
though  great  results  might  be  accomplished 
by  the  proposal — and  I  can  quite  w^ell 
understand  some  of  the  views  which  have 
\^Mr.  Munro, 


been  urged  in  support  of  it — I  feel  per¬ 
fectly  certain  that  the  time  is  not  ripe  to 
enable  us  to  carry  out  anything  of  the 
kind.  I  think  it  is  better,  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances,  not  to  say  too  much  on  the 
subject,  because  I  feel  confident  that  all 
w'e  might  say  would  be  quite  in  vain. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  Before  the  clause, 
as  a  whole,  is  submitted,  I  desire  to  say 
frankly,  as  I  have  said  before,  that  when 
we  fii'st  met,  I  was  not  prepared  to  make 
this  proposal,  but  the  matter  has  been 
growing  in  my  mind,  as  it  has  in  the 
minds  of  other  hon.  members.  I  think 
that  it  is  a  mistake  on  our  part  not  to  have 
some  such  provision  as  that  which  I  have 
suggested.  I  can  only  say  that  I  never  for 
one  moment  intended  tliat  by  adopting  the 
course  I  have  proposed,  or  by  adopting  the 
course  defined  in  the  bill,  the  different 
colonies  should  be  prevented  from  borrow’- 
ing  whatever  money  they  require  for  their 
own  purposes.  They  can  do  that  on  their 
own  credit. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  Without  the  leave 
of  the  commonwealth  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  Yes  ;  the  common¬ 
wealth  may  guaranteeloansin  certain  cases; 
but  no  one  would  suggest  that,  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  that,  the  separate  colonies  should 
be  prevented  from  borrowing.  I  trust, 
although  I  am  not  able  to  carry  the  pro¬ 
posal,  that  the  commonwealth  will  take  early 
steps  to  achievethe  objects  I  have  suggested, 
because  it  appears  to  me,  as  I  liave  already 
stated,  that  the  great  defect  of  the  bill  is 
that  w  e  do  not  sutliciently  and  definitely 
define  the  means  of  appropriating  the  reve¬ 
nue  with  which  we  propose  to  intrust  them. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  It  has 
been  suggested  since  the  clause  was  drawn 
and  brought  up  by  the  committee  that 
power  to  take  over  the  debts  under  certain 
circum-stances  ought  to  be  accompanied  by 
a  corresponding  power  to  take  over  the 
assets,  under  conditions. 
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Mr.  Gillies  :  There  is  power  in  the 
clause  to  make  terms  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  am  very 
much  disposed  to  think  that  this  will 
liappen  :  that  the  federal  parliament  will 
take  ov'er  the  trunk  lines  of  railway — per¬ 
haps  one,  perhaps  several.  Why  should 
they  not  have  power  to  do  so  1  I  enter¬ 
tain  some  doubts  as  to  whether  they  have 
that  power.  Several  lion,  members  spoke 
to  me  on  the  subject,  and  I  think  the  mat¬ 
ter  is  worthy  of  consideration.  I  think  it 
would  be  desirable  to  give  express  power 
for  the  taking  over  of  any  public  works  of 
any  of  tlie  states  by  the  federal  parliament, 
of  course  with  the  consent  of  the  parlia¬ 
ments. 

Sir  John  Bray  :  Put  it  in  another 
clause ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  This  is 
the  place  to  put  it.  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  they  possess  the  power.  If  we 
consider  it  worth  while  to  give  them  the 
power,  the  clause  should  read  : 

May  make  laws  for  taking  over  and  consolida¬ 
ting  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  public  debt  of 
any  abate  or  states,  or  for  taking  over  any  public 
works  of  any  state  or  states. 

I  mention  the  matter  because  several  lion, 
members  have  asked  me  to  do  so. 

Mr.  THYNNE :  In  the  next  clause  re¬ 
strictions  are  placed  on  the  power  of  the 
federal  parliament,  which  are  very  much 
greater  than  the  power  given  for  the 
amendment  of  the  constitution  itself.  We 
provide  in  another  part  of  the  bill  that  the 
constitution  itself,  and  even  this  very  clause, 
may  be  altered  Avithout  the  consent  of  all 
the  states  in  the  confederation,  and  now  Ave 
propose  to  insert  this  clause  restricting  the 
action  of  the  commonAvealbh,  Avhich  cannot 
act  in  the  direction  desired  unless  every 
state  concurs.  It  seems  illogical  to  require 
that  the  concurrence  of  every  state  in  the 
commonwealth  should  be  insisted  upon, 
Avhilst  Ave  can  alter  the  constitution  itself 
Avith  the  consent  of  a  certain  proportion  of 
3  II 


the  states.  I  think  there  should  be  some 
alteration  in  the  clause,  and  that  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  the  state.s,  or  something  of 
that  kind,  should  be  required.  Tliis  Avill 
enable  the  federal  parliament,  Avith  some 
reasonable  prospect  of  doing  practical  busi¬ 
ness,  to  investigate  the  question  of  taking 
over  the  debts.  But  if  the  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth  cannot  enter  upon  the 
question  unless  they  are  satisfied  that  eA^ery 
one  of  the  state  parliaments  is  agreeable  to 
AA^ork  with  them,  they  Avill  be  discouraged 
from  ever  undertaking  it. 

Clause,  as  read,  agreed  to. 

CHAPTER  V.— THE  STATES. 

Clause  1  (Continuance  of  powers  of  parlia¬ 
ments  of  the  states). 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  desire 
to  make  a  verbal  amendment  in  this 
clause.  It  states  : 

All  powers  which  at  the  date  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  commonAvealth  are  A^ested  in  the 
parliaments  of  the  several  colonies,  and  Avhich 
are  not  by  this  constitution  exclusRely  A’ested 
in  the  parliament  of  the  commonAvealth,  and  all 
powers  AA'hich  the  parliaments  of  the  several 
states  are  not  by  this  constitution  forbidden  to 

exercise,  are  reserved  to - 

I  think  that  that  expression  is  not  ade¬ 
quate.  A  great  many  of  their  poAvers 
Avhich  they  are  not  forbidden  to  exercise 
might  be  AvithdraAvn  from  them  by  the 
exercise  of  similar  powers  by  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  commonwealth,  and  the  clause 
Avould  be  more  accurate  and  less  liable  to 
criticism  if  it  read,  and  Avhich  are  not  by 
this  constitution  exclusi\’ely  A'ested  in  the 
parliament  of  the  common Avealth,  or  Avitli- 
drawn  from  the  parliaments  of  the  several 
states.”  Inuwe: 

That  the  Avords  “  and  all  poAvers  which,”  lines 
5  and  6,  be  omitted  Avith  the  AueAV  to  insert  in 
their  place  the  Avords  or  withdraAvn  from.” 

Mr.  GILLIES :  Say  it  in  express  enact¬ 
ment.  The  hon.  and  learned  member.  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  will,  perhaps,  remember 
that  a  statement  Avas  made  by  an  hon. 
member  of  the  Convention  to  the  effect 
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that  the  power  of  borrowing  money  having 
been  granted  under  this  bill  to  the  federal 
parliament  will  exclude  the  local  legisla¬ 
tures  from  being  able  to  borrow  money.  I 
believe  there  is  no  foundation  whatever 
for  that  statement. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH :  None  what 
ever.  Words  like  “express  enactment^' 
do  not  mean  anything. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
agi'eed  to  : 

That  the  clause  be  further  amended  by  omit¬ 
ting  the  words  **  are  not  by  this  constitution 
forbidden  to  exercise.” 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  5.  All  references  or  communications 
required  by  the  constitution  of  any  state  or 
otherwise  to  be  made  by  the  governor  of  the 
state  to  the  Queen  shall  be  made  through  the 
governor-general,  as  her  Majesty’s  representa¬ 
tive  in  the  commonwealth,  and  the  Queen’s 
pleasure  shall  be  made  known  through  him, 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  propose  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  omit  this  clause.  I  do  not 
desire  to  make  many  observations.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  we  were  not  called  upon  by  our 
raspective  colonies,  who  gave  us  authority 
to  come  here,  to  interfere  in  the  slightest 
degree  whatever  with  the  governments  of 
the  states.  In  addition  to  that  it  is  not 
necessary.  The  mere  fact  that  a  local  par¬ 
liament  passes  a  bill,  and  that  that  bill,  if 
it  has  to  be  sent  home,  must  be  sent  through 
the  governor-general,  and  not  through  the 
governor  of  the  state,  I  feel  confident  will 
create  a  great  deal  of  irritation  in  the 
various  colonies. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Not  at  all  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES:  I  can  say  to  the  hon. 
gentleman  that  it  has  created  a  great  deal 
of  irritation  in  some  of  the  colonies  already, 
and  I  have  contended  constantly  that  where 
a  provision  is  not  necessary  to  the  creation 
of  the  constitution  it  ought  not  to  be  in¬ 
serted.  It  is  far  better  to  err  on  the  safe 
side.  It  is  a  mere  piece  of  imagination  that 
[J/r.  Gillies, 


there  is  anything  inconsistent  in  creating 
a  governor-general,  and  in  allowing  a  go¬ 
vernor  to  communicate  with  tlie  Crown. 
There  is  no  inconsistency  at  all,  and  in  my 
judgment  it  is  not  necessary  that  a  clause 
of  this  kind  should  be  inserted,  because 
unquestionably  it  interferes  with  the  pre¬ 
sent  position  of  state  governors,  and  I  con¬ 
sider  that  ought  not  to  be  done.  We  ought 
not  to  create  anything  likely  to  beget  an¬ 
tagonism  to  any  portion  of  this  bill.  We 
shall  have  trouble  enough  without  that ; 
and  I  confidently  believe  that  everything 
of  this  kind  that  we  insert  in  the  bill  will 
beget  opposition  elsewhere,  where  we  do 
not  desire  opposition. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  In  my 
opinion  this  is  a  very  important  provision, 
but  I  doubt  very  much  whether  this  late 
hour  of  the  day  is  a  good  time  to  go  into 
the  matter.  What  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Gillies,  maintains  is  that  after  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  commonwealth,  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  the  different  states  should  be  in 
direct  communication  with  the  Queen’s 
government  in  London,  each  pulling  in 
different  directions,  as  they  hav^e  done 
before. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  No  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  That  is 
what  the  hon.  member  proposes. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Certainly  not ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Well,  the 
hon.  member  proposes  to  leave  that  state 
of  things  existing.  I  have  always  main¬ 
tained  that  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
for  establishing  a  federation  in  Australia 
w’as  because  the  governments  were  always 
pulling  in  different  directions.  Australia 
speaks  with  seven  voices  instead  of  with 
one  voice.  Now,  the  lion,  gentleman 
wislies  that  Australia  should  continue  to 
speak  with  seven  voices  instead  of  with 
one  voice. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Only  on  matters  apper¬ 
taining  to  themselves  ! 
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Dr.  Cock  BURN  :  On  matters  appertain¬ 
ing  to  themselves  they  should  not  want  to 
communicate  with  the  Imperial  Govern¬ 
ment  at  all ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  main- 
tain  that  ministers  in  Australia  are  to  be  the 
tjueen’s  ministers  for  the  commonwealth, 
n.nd  any  communication  affecting  any  part 
of  the  commonwealth  which  has  to  be 
made  to  or  by  the  Queen,  should  be  made 
with  their  knowledge.  Without  that  w’e 
shall  not  have  the  voice  of  one  common¬ 
wealth  in  Australia.  I  maintain  that  this 
argument  is  quite  indisputable.  The  hon. 
member’s  argument  amounts  to  this :  some- 
lody  will  not  like  it ;  some  people  object 
to  it,  and  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary. 
I  admit  that  it  is  not  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  ;  but  I  say  it  is  necessary  if  we  are 
going  to  establish  a  real  commonwealth  in 
Australia.  I  think  the  idea  is  that  there 
is  to  be  but  one  govemment  for  Australia, 
and  that  we  shall  have  nothing  more  to  do 
with  the  Imperial  Government  except  the 
link  of  the  Crown.  We  recognise  the 
Crown,  but  do  not  desire  to  have  the  go¬ 
vernments  of  Australia  all  trying  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Downing  street. 

Mr.  Gillies  ;  We  cannot  prevent  them 
from  having  agents-general  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Certainly 
not ;  but  the  agents-general  will  be  limited 
to  their  functions  as  commercial  agents. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Will  they  1 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  They  wdll 
no  longer  be  diplomatic  agents.  I  main¬ 
tain  that  Australia  is  to  have  only  one 
diplomatic  existence,  and,  therefore,  only 
one  diplomatic  head,  and  one  diplomatic 
mouthpiece  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
Those  are  my  reasons.  I  hope  the  matter 
wdll  not  be  considered  a  light  one.  I  think 
it  is  very  important  indeed. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  I  agree  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  niember,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  in  attaching  gimt  importance  to 


this  matter,  but  I  con.sider  that  it  is  only 
important  in  the  way  in  which  the  people 
in  the  various  colonies  will  look  upon  it, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  they  wdll  look  upon 
this  as  being  another  instance  in  vrhich 
they  give  up  a  great  deal  more  than  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  requira  I  take 
it  that  we  came  here  under  practically  the 
same  commission,  with  instructions  to  confer 
together  as  to  the  surrendering  of  such 
powders  as  were  necessary  to  create  the 
commonwealth,  but  with  the  stricte.st  in¬ 
junctions  to  retain  to  each  colony  all  the 
powders  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
commonw'ealth.  We  all  agree  that  in 
every  matter  w  hich  relates  to  the  common¬ 
wealth  and  the  Crown,  the  governor- 
general  shall  be  the  only  medium  of  com¬ 
munication  between  the  people  and  the 
Crown.  But  as  to  matters  which  are  in 
no  way  committed  to  the  commonwealth, 
which  are  to  proceed  in  precisely  the  same 
fashion  as  they  did  before,  and  as  to  which  • 
the  commonwealth  is  expressly  excluded 
from  exercising  any  jurisdiction  whatever, 
surely  it  is  thoroughly  superfluous  to  put 
in  a  clause  which  gives  the  appearance  of 
limiting  the  authority  that  is  intended  to 
remain  unlimited,  and  to  give  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  an  apparent  authority,  wdiich 
many  of  the  colonies  and  many  of  the 
people  of  the  colonies  will  think  a  real 
authority,  to  interfere  in  matters  which 
exclusively  concern  the  states  themselves. 
There  are  a  few  matters  on  which  the 
colonies  even  now  have  to  communicate 
with  the  Imperial  Government — a  few 
bills  w  hich  they  have  to  reserve  ;  but  with 
bills  which  relate  to  their  ow  n  internal 
economy  what  on  earth  has  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  of  the  comraonw^ealth  to  do  ? 
Why  should  not  the  same  procedure  which 
lias  been  adopted  in  the  past  prevail  in 
the  future  1  We  want  now'  to  use  every 
means  of  encouraging  the  colonies  to  enter 
into  this  federation  ;  and,  as  has  been  w^ell 
stated  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies^ 
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heaven  knows,  the  difficulties  in  our  way 
are  quite  enough,  without  wanting  to  un¬ 
necessarily  accumulate  them.  Many  will 
attach  an  importivnce  to  this  provision 
which  it  really  does  not  possess,  and  will 
say  that,  while  pretending  to  maintain 
the  autonomy  of  the  colonies  in  those  par¬ 
ticulars  in  which  w^e  have  not  expressly 
surrendered  it,  \ve  are,  in  reality,  making 
ourselves  entirely  subsidiary  to  it  on  other 
questions.  What  does  it  all  come  to  1  It 
might  come  to  a  question  of  creating  great 
disputes  between  the  commonwealth  and 
some  state.  An  amendment  of  the  state 
constitution  might  not,  perhaps,  commend 
itself  to  the  judgment  of  the  executive  of 
the  commonwealth  for  the  time-being. 

Mr.  Baker  :  That  has  nothing  to  do 
with  it ;  that  is  not  the  question  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  The  bill  would 
have  to  be  reserv^ed  for  her  Majesty’s  as¬ 
sent  ;  it  would  have  to  go  through  the 
‘executive  of  the  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Baker  :  Through  the  governor  ;  not 
through  the  executive  ! 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  Through  the 
executive  in  substance. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Why  not  ? 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER:  I  shall  say  why 
not,  if  the  hon.  member  will  wait  a  little. 
It  will  Jiave  to  go  through  the  executive 
of  the  federation,  wdio  would  make,  no 
doubt,  such  minutes  and  recommendations 
onthe  matter,  with  which  they  had  nothing 
in  the  w‘orld  to  do,  as  might  happen  to  oc¬ 
cur  to  them  at  the  moment.  If  it  is  asked, 
would  you  invite  conflict  by  allowing  each 
state  to  legislate  independently,  without 
the  executive  of  the  commonwealth  haviim 

o 

any  opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinion 
as  to  whether  or  not  they  are  legislating  on 
matterswithin  their  jurisdiction? — I  would 
say  in  answer  to  that  question,  “  No ;  I 
wish  tliem  to  have  every  information  as  to 
what  is  going  on  in  every  state.”  There 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  every  bill,  before  it 
becomes  an  act,  being  sent  to  them  for 
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their  consideration  to  make  such  recom¬ 
mendations  on  their  own  account  as  they 
like.  But  I  say  that,  so  far  as  each  colony 
is  concerned,  it  appears  to  me  an  absolutely 
gratuitous  act,  having  most  carefully  endea¬ 
voured  to  preserve  all  their  rights  in  every 
instance  in  which  it  is  not  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  to  surrender  them,  for  the  mere  sake 
of  what  I  consider  a  figment,  or,  as  it  is  put 
by  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Grifiith, 
rather  an  unpleasant  reality,  as  it  might 
prove  in  the  case  I  have  mentioned,  to 
deprive  themselves  of  the  constitutional 
rights  which  they  as  colonists  have  at  the 
present  time,  and  to  give  up  a  portion  of 
their  self  governing  rights  which  will  in 
no  way  that  I  can  see  assist  the  common¬ 
wealth,  but  will  certainly,  I  think,  degrade 
the  colonies  in  their  own  estimation. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  do  not  think  there  is 
in  this  Convention  a  stronger  advocate  of 
state  rights  and  state  interests  than  I  am  ; 
but,  still,  I  strongly  support  the  clause  as 
it  stands,  for  it  seems  to  me  that  one  of 
the  very  fundamental  ideas  of  a  federation 
is  that,  so  far  as  all  outside  nations  are 
concerned,  the  federation  shall  be  one 
nation ;  that  we  shall  be  Australia  to  the 
outside  world,  in  which  expression  I  in¬ 
clude  Great  Britain;  that  we  shall  speak, 
if  not  with  one  voice,  at  all  events,  through 
one  channel  of  communication  to  the  Im¬ 
perial  Government;  that,  a.s  it  has  been 
put,  we  shall  not  have  seven  voices  ex- 
l)re.ssing  seven  different  opinions,  but  that 
her  ^Majesty’s government  inGreat  Britain, 
shall  communicate  to  her  Majesty’s  Go¬ 
vernment  in  Australia  through  one  channel 
of  communication  only.  My  hon.  col¬ 
league,  Sir  John  Downer,  with  wdiom  I 
generally  agree,  but  with  w’hom  I  strongly 
di.sagree  in  this  matter,  has  put  it  that 
as  regards  the  communications  which  will 
be  sent  to  the  home  Government  through 
the  governor-general,  the  executive  of  the 
commonwealth,  can  in  effect  exercise  some 
power.  But  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
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the  clause  provides  for  anything  of  the 
sort.  It  simply  says  that  the  governor- 
general  shall  be  the  channel  of  communi¬ 
cation.  It  does  not  say,  and  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  mean,  that  the  executive 
of  the  commonwealth  shallhave  the  right  to 
veto  any  bills  passed  by  the  different  states, 
or  shall  have  the  right  to  recommend  her 
Majesty  to  disallow  any  such  lulls.  It  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  go  to  that  extent  at  all. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  What  is  the  good  of  it  ? 

Mr.  BAKER  :  The  good  of  it  is  this  : 
Tliat  to  the  outside  world — to  Great 
Britain — we  shall  be  the  Commonwealth 
of  Australia,  and  not  seven  separate  inde¬ 
pendent  states,  acting  in  seven  different 
manners,  even  so  far  as  Great  Britain  is 
concerned.  It  is  a  matter,  I  think,  of 
very  great  importance,  and  I  quite  agree 
that  the  clause  ought  to  be  retained. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  It  really  does 
one  good  to  hear  so  sound  a  sentiment 
from  my  hon.  friend,  ^Ir.  Baker,  to  which 
I  entirely  respond.  I  cannot  understand 
for  the  very  life  of  me,  how  we  can  aspire 
to  be  one  Australian  people  under  the 
Crown,  and  have  several  channels  of  com¬ 
munication  wdth  the  Crown.  We  must 
either  be  a  nation  or  we  must  be  a  chain 
of  un  federated  states.  I  have  been  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  attitude  taken  up  by  my 
hon.  friend,  Mr.  Gillies,  because  I  look 
to  him  almost  for  guidance  in  this  Con¬ 
vention,  and  I  have  been  surprised  that  he 
should  take  up  a  position  which  appears  to 
me  to  be  so  untenable.  I  am  very  glad, 
and  I  think  I  may  in  some  measure  con¬ 
gratulate  myself,  that  I  have  been  capable 
of  sufficient  self-restraint  not  to  take  a 
very  prominent  part  in  the  discussions  of 
this  Committee,  because  I  have  always 
found  that  some  member  or  other  to  some 
degi'ee,  sometimes  more  and  sometimes  less, 
had  fully  expressed  my  sentiments,  and  I 
was  not  desirous  of  delaying  the  proceed¬ 
ings.  But  there  has  been  one  feeling 
throughout  our  discussions,  especially  of 


late,  which  if  regarded  seriously  would  be 
almost  distressing,  and  that  is  the  feeling 
of  delegates  to  resolutely  look  on  parti¬ 
cular  parts  of  Australia.  If  we  are  fede¬ 
rating,  trying  to  unite  the  whole,  we  must 
keep  our  eyes  broadly  fixed  upon  Aus¬ 
tralia  as  a  whole,  and  we  must,  to  a  very 
large  extent,  endeavour  to  lose  sight  of 
geographical  lines  of  separation  and  pe¬ 
culiarities  in  different  states  of  society. 
If  we  aim  and  aspire  to  be  one  Australian 
people,  we  must  try  to  look  upon  Aus¬ 
tralia  as  a  wffiole,  and  T  think  I  can  take 
to  myself  some  credit  for  having  taken  this 
view  from  the  very  first.  No  person  has 
heard  me  speaking  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  I  must  say  the  delegates  from  New 
South  Wales  have  been  pretty  free  from 
this  local  feeling. 

Sir  Thomas  McIlw'raith  :  Oh  ! 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  So  much  is 
that  the  case  that  at  times  I  have  found 
myself  with  no  support  whatever  from  my 
fellow-delegates,  showing  that  we  have  not 
acted  together.  In  some  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  steps  taken  by  my  fellow-delegates 
I  have  not  even  been  consulted,  so  that  we 
have  not  banded  together  as  against  the 
rest  of  Australia;  nor  am  I  aw^are  that  the 
name  of  New  South  Wales  has  been  very 
often  on  our  tongues.  For  myself,  I  say  that 
throughout  the  proceedings  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion  T  have  desired  to  keep  my  eyes  steadily 
upon  the  Australian  people,  and  I  feel  as 
much  interest  in  that  portion  of  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  people  in  Western  Australia  as  I  do 
in  that  portion  who  are  in  New  South  Wales. 

I  am  just  as  anxious  for  the  security  of 
their  rights  and  for  their  prosperity  as  I 
am  in  respect  of  those  matters  in  our  own 
colony,  and  I  cannot  understand  how'  we 
can  rise  to  the  level  of  a  federation  unless, 
as  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Baker,  says,  we 
insist  on  being  known  to  the  outside 
world  by  only  one  channel.  If  we  have 
a  governor-general  he  will  be  the  chief 
representative  of  the  Crowm,  and  as  such 
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he  ought  to  be  the  only  channel  of  com- 
niunicatiou  with  the  Crown  from  this 
continent  of  Austmlia.  That  reminds 
me  of  words  I  have  heard  liere  on  sevei-al 
occasions,  that  various  bodies  were  being 
stripped  of  their  dignity.  Repeatedly  we 
have  been  told  that  the  senate  w’ould  be 
stripped  of  its  dignity  if  certain  things 
were  done.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how 
anything  which  comes  into  existence  by  the 
drawing  up  of  this  constitution  can  be 
stripped  of  any  dignity.  Whatever  dig¬ 
nity,  or  character,  or  standing  it  has  it 
derives  it  from  this  constitution,  and  unless 
something  is  afterwards  done  in  an  aggres¬ 
sive  manner,  it  can  be  stripped  of  nothing. 
We  strip  a  state  government  of  no  dig¬ 
nity,  no  position,  no  character  w'hatever 
when  we  say  that  there  shall  be  only  one 
channel  of  communication  between  the 
nation  of  Australia  and  the  Sovereign 
whom  we  acknowledge  at  the  other  end  of 
the  world.  Each  state  will  be  as  free  as 
it  is  now  to  make  its  representations  to  the 
Crown,  the  only  difference  being  that  the 
representation  must  be  transmitted  through 
the  greatest  and  the  only  proper  channel 
between  this  young  nation  and  the  Crown. 
I  instanced,  I  remember,  when  this  matter 
was  being  considered  by  the  Constitutional 
Committee,  the  case  of  the  navy.  If  a 
state  governor  had  any  power  in  dealing 
with  the  Crown,  how  w'ould  it  be  in  any 
intercourse  with  the  officers  in  charge  of 
any  branch  of  the  naval  forces  we  have  in 
these  seas  for  our  defence  ?  Any  one  must 
see  that  the  utmost  confusion  must  arise 
unless  dealings  with  the  admiral  of  the 
station  were  conducted  solely  through  one 
channel — that  of  the  governor-general.  If 
we  keep  the  position  defined  by  the  bill 
now  before  us,  with  one  unit  between  us 
and  the  Crown  of  England,  we  must  not 
allow  any  other  person  whatever,  whether 
a  governor  of  a  separate  state,  or  be  he 
who  he  may,  to  communicate  with  us  in 
affaii*8  relating  to  the  emj)ire  outside,  ex- 
[-S'ir  Henry  Barkes, 


cept  through  the  governor-general  of  the 
colony.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
admit  of  much  argument  to  show  that  that 
must  be  the  caije.  As  to  jealousies  that 
may  arise,  I  cannot  see  that  any  jealousies 
can  arise,  when  the  thing  appears  to  be  so 
reasonable  under  the  new  order  of  things 
we  shall  bring  into  existence  under  a 
federation.  I  trust  the  clause  will  be 
passed  as  it  now  stands.  It  was  con¬ 
sidered  very  minutely  by  the  committee 
empowered  to  consider  it,  and  it  has  so 
much  to  recommend  it,  and  there  is  so 
little  to  recommend  a  number  of  channels- 
of  communication  between  the  common¬ 
wealth  and  the  outside  world,  that  I  can¬ 
not  believe  but  that  the  committee  will 
pass  it  as  it  stands  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  I  should  feel  greatly 
impressed  by  the  arguments  urged  by  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  if  it  were 
proposed  to  constitute  a  unified  govern¬ 
ment  in  this  country.  I  should  then  see 
the  force  of  my  hon.  friend’s  arguments, 
I  think  there  might  be  great  virtue  in  that 
unified  government  whenever  we  are  rc  ady 
for  it ;  but  it  is  not  proposed  to  have  a 
unified  government  now.  It  is  expressly 
provided  that  we  take  certain  rights  to  the 
federal  government  and  that  everything 
not  so  taken  is  left  to  the  state;  and  I 
am  afraid  that  by  this  provision  requiring 
them  to  communicate  in  all  matters  through 
the  governor-general,  while  you  add  nothing 
to  the  real  union  of  the  diflerent  provinces, 
you  will  excite  a  well-founded  distrust  and 
jealousy  in  them  as  to  what  their  real 
position  is  to  be,  and  as  to  how  much  you 
are  going  to  take  from  and  leave  with 
them.  After  all,  it  is  a  mere  matter  of 
etiquette — that  is,  as  to  what  mouthpiece 
the  different  communications  shall  pass 
through. 

IIoN.  Me3ibers  :  Xo  ! 

Mr.  WRIXON  :  Well,  it  is  a  matter  of 
etiquette  in  relation  to  graver  matters,  and 
while  you  gain  nothing  with  regard  to  tho 
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real  unity  of  the  provinces,  you  impair 
their  sense  of  independence,  and  are  apt 
to  inspire  them  with  feelings  of  jealousy. 
If  it  were  proposed  in  this  clause  to  limit 
this  means  of  communication  to  matters 
such  as  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  has  alluded  to,  namely,  the  im¬ 
perial  navy — to  matters  common  to  the 
whole  of  Australia — I  could  then  under¬ 
stand  it ;  but  that  is  not  what  is  proposed 
here.  It  is  proposed  that  no  one  of  these 
provinces  shall  have  the  least  communica¬ 
tion  in  regard  to  the  most  local  matter  with 
the  Sovereign,  unless  through  the  governor- 
general.  Now  that,  I  take  it,  is  a  position 
inconsistent  with  the  station  which  we 
mean  to  assign  to  these  provinces  in  the 
new  dominion.  Tliey  are  not  small  pro¬ 
vinces,  they  are  great  dominion  states,  they 
wdll  have  large  populations,  and  I  can  see 
nothing  inconsistent  with  their  position  in 
this  confederacy  in  their  having  in  theirow’n 
governor  a  means  of  communication  wdth 
the  Sovereign  direct.  I  can  conceive  of  no 
more  confusion  in  that  arrangement  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  dominion  of  Australia  than  now 
exists  with  regard  to  India,  where  you  have 
a  governor-general  and  governors  of  the 
difierent  de{>endencies.  I  am  afraid  that, 
while  we  gain  nothing  in  reality  by  this 
clause,  we  give  cause  for  jealousy  to  the 
diilerent  provinces,  making  it  more  diffi¬ 
cult  for  them  to  communicate  their  views 
to  their  Sovereign. 

Mr.  DEAKIN :  The  illustration  my 
hon.  colleague,  Mr.  Wrixon,  has  just  given 
is,  I  fancy,  a  little  unfortunate.  There  are 
lieutenant-governors  in  India  ;  but  no 
lieutenant-governor  communicates  with  the 
India  office  except  through  the  governor- 
general,  and  that  is  the  course  of  pi'O- 
cedure  sought  to  be  established  by  this 
clause.  My  hon.  colleague  i*egards  this 
matter  in  the  light  of  etiquette,  and  con¬ 
siders  that  it  is  of  comparatively  small 
value,  except  iji  so  far  as  it  is  likely  to 
arouse  feelings  of  jealousy  on  the  part  of 


the  colonies,  wffiich,  he  considers,  are  being 
deprived  of  nothing,  but  which,  in  their 
own  opinion,  are  being  deprived  of  an  im¬ 
portant  mode  of  procedure.  If  that  is  the 
hon.  member's  only  objection,  I  think  it  ap¬ 
plies  just  as  forcibly  against  his  own  con¬ 
tention,  as  against  the  clause.  If  the  several 
colonies  are  really  losing  nothing,  there  is 
on  the  other  side  a  great  gain.  The  hon. 
member  said  he  would  suppoH  the  clause  if 
we  w’ere  establishing  a  perfectly  unified 
government.  Those  who  have  opposed 
every  federal  proposal  contained  in  this 
bill  have  said  they  would  accept  it  if  we 
w'ere  to  have  aunihed  government.  But,  sir, 
we  are  to  have  a  unified  government  for  the 
particular  purpose  with  which  this  clause 
deals.  Read  the  list  of  powers  w'hich  are 
to  be  intrusted  to  the  federal  parliament, 
and  there  remains  one  broad  general  im¬ 
pression  on  the  mind,  which  is,  that  in  all 
foreign  affairs — if  we  may  use  the  term — 
that  in  all  national  affairs,  the  parliament 
of  the  commonwealth  is  to  represent  the 
whole  people.  What  are  the  communica¬ 
tions  which  will  proceed  from  the  various 
colonies  to  Downing-street  1  Ninety-nine 
per  cent,  of  tliem  must  inevitably  be  of  a 
more  or  less  national  character.  If  the 
hon.  member  implies  that  the  clause  is  so 
wide  that  it  w’ill  embrace  in  the  net,  not 
only  large  questions  of  policy,  which  he 
admits  should  proceed  through  the  go¬ 
vernor-general,  but  also  the  minor  ques¬ 
tions,  which,  in  the  language  of  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  John  Downer,  are  of  exclu¬ 
sively  local  concern,  what  injury  wull  be 
done  to  matters  of  exclusively  local  con¬ 
cern  if  they  are  sent  through  one  cliannel, 
instead  of  many  ?  As  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Baker,  has  said,  it  is  not  a  loss  of 
power  on  the  part  of  each  state.  No  colony 
will  be  gagged  or  compelled  to  make  re¬ 
presentations  which  it  does  not  wish  to 
make  ;  nor  w’Ol  any  of  their  representa¬ 
tions  be  prevented  from  reaching  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 
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Mr.  Gillies  :  There  ^vill  be  loss  of  pres¬ 
tige  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  They  may  lose  some 
prestige,  but  then  we  come  back  to  the 
old  question  :  Is  not  that  loss  balanced  by 
a  far  greater  gain  on  the  other  side  ?  Our 
losses  of  the  past  have  not  been  sim2)ly 
losses  of  prestige,  but  very  rciiland  practical 
losses  to  the  colonies  of  Australia,  because 
they  have  spoken  through  many  chan¬ 
nels  instead  of  one  ?  Should  we  have  lost 
!N^ew  Guinea  if  we  had  spoken  with  one 
voice,  instead  of  with  seven  Should  we 
have  had  such  an  unsatisfactory  state  of 
things  as  exists  at  present  in  the  New 
Hebrides  if  Australia  spoke  with  one 
voice?  No.  Imperial  ministers  have  in¬ 
variably  said  that  what  they  waited  for, 
and  desired  to  listen  to,  was  the  voice  of 
Australia,  and  that  if  they  failed  to  act  in  a 
particular  emergency,  it  was  beca\ise  of  the 
confusion  of  voices  which  they  heard  from 
these  colonies.  It  cannot  be  claimed  that 
the  confusion  of  voices  will  be  prevented 
even  by  this  clause.  Any  colony  which 
desires  to  make  representations  can  do  so 
in  future  just  as  much  as  in  the  past;  but 
passing  through  one  channel,  and  passing 
under  the  criticism  of  the  chief  imperial 
officer  representing  the  Crown  in  Aus¬ 
tralia,  they  w'ill  have  given  to  them  not 
only  the  unity  that  comes  from  passing 
through  one  channel,  but  they  will  be  open 
to  comment  by  that  officer  and  his  advisers, 
so  that  the  Impenal  Government,  when  it 
receives  those  representations  from  any 
particular  state,  will  at  the  same  time  be 
made  aware  of  the  manner  in  which  any 
proposal  is  regarded  by  the  executive 
officers  of  the  commonwealth.  If  that  is 
not  to  be  the  case,  what  will  be  tlie  com¬ 
monwealth  ?  It  will  not  be  even  a  bundle 
of  sticks ;  it  will  not  even  be  tied  to¬ 
gether;  on  tlie  contrary,  each  state  will 
stand  apart,  making  its  own  representa¬ 
tions,  even  on  matters  of  national  concern. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  No ;  only  on  its  own  aflair.s  ^ 
[Mr,  Deakin, 


Mr.  DEAKIN :  I  understood  that  the 
lion,  member,  JNIr.  Gillies,  was  oppo.secj  to 
the  whole  clause,  and  that  he  did  not  sug¬ 
gest  any  amendment. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  I  oppose  the  whole  clause, 
because  it  is  not  necessary  I 

IMr.  DEAKIN  :  Unless  this  clause  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  bill,  there  is  nothing  to  pre¬ 
vent  each  state  from  making  representa¬ 
tions  on  any  matter  without  in  the  least 
referring  to  the  general  government. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  each  state 
making  privately  and  secretly  representa¬ 
tions  against  the  policy  pursued  by  the 
governor-general  and  his  ministers,  or 
against  the  legislation  which  they  are  pro- 
iiosing.  If  the  states  will  lose  something 
in  the  way  of  prestige  or  etiquette,  is  that 
much  to  lose  when  we  are  on  the  other 
side  gaining  the  great  advantage  of  having 
all  the  affairs  of  Australia  with  the  mother 
country  dealt  with  on  settled  principles  and 
definite  lines  ?  So  long  as  each  colony  is 
allowed  to  make  its  own  terms  with  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  so  long  as  each  ques¬ 
tion  is  dealt  with  separately,  we  have  no 
more  security  than  the  good  judgment  of 
English  officials  that  the  representations 
of  one  colony  will  receive  the  same  atten¬ 
tion  and  consideration  as  are  given  to 
the  representations  of  another  colony.  If, 
however,  representations  pass  through  one 
channel,  they  will  be  bound  to  receive  at¬ 
tention  and  consideration,  and  to  be  dealt 
with  on  the  same  principles.  The  very 
question  which  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John 
Downer,  referred  to,  that  is,  the  amendment 
of  the  constitution  of  a  particular  state,  is 
one  on  which  the  government  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  is  entitled  to  bo  heard,  and  it 
is  very  much  better  that  it  should  be  heard 
through  a  definite  and  recognised  channel 
rather  than  that  we  should  have  a  state 
government  making  representations  inde¬ 
pendently,  and  the  central  government 
making  representations  independently  to 
Downing-street,  while  the  Downing-street 
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office  would  have  to  return  the  representa¬ 
tions  of  tlie  federal  government  to  the 
state  government,  and  the  representations 
of  the  state  government  to  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment.  That  would  indeed  be  a  very 
inconvenient  method  of  carrying  on  com¬ 
munications  if  we  ever  have  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  spectacle  of  a  state  government 
being  pitted  against  the  commonwealth 
government.  The  states  will  lose  nothing, 
comparatively  speaking,  by  this  proposal. 
It  does  not  deprive  them  of  a  power,  it 
only  fixes  a  channel  of  communication. 
State  communications  would  reach  the 
eolonial  office  just  as  expeditiously  through 
that  channel  as  if  they  were  sent  inde¬ 
pendently,  and  they  would  be  dealt  with 
quite  as  expeditiously,  wdiile  on  the  other 
hand  there  would  be  enormous  advantages. 
The  secondary  question  introduced  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  clause  is  really  bound 
up  with  the  same  principle.  There  w’ould 
be  but  one  governor-general,  but  one  means 
of  communication  with  the  imperial  author¬ 
ities,  and  that  is  through  the  governor- 
general.  It  will  followof  necessity  that  there 
will  be  but  onerepresentativefordiplomatic 
matters  inG  reat  Britain,  one  agent-genei*al, 
and  that  will  be  the  representative  of  the 
commonwealth.  The  several  states  would 
always  remain  independent  with  regard  to 
one  another,  but  with  regard  to  the  out¬ 
side  world  they  ought  to  appear  undivided. 
On  the  other  hand,  allow  the  governoi'S 
introduced  by  the  Imperial  Government 
into  different  parts  of  this  continent  to 
make  representations  to  the  home  Govern¬ 
ment.  They  will  receive  different  instruc¬ 
tions,  and  they  wdll  make  different  repre¬ 
sentations  as  to  the  opinions  of  the  people 
with  respect  to  any  question  which  may 
arise.  Those  representations  may  be  made 
in  a  confidential  manner  without  any  refer¬ 
ence  whatever  to  the  central  authority.  In 
what  position  should  we  then  place  the  cen¬ 
tral  executive  ?  Not  in  the  position  of  men 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  the  affairs 


of  Australia,  and  charged  with  the  sur¬ 
veillance  of  all  the  affairs  of  Australia, 
supreme  witli  regard  to  all  matters  outside 
its  borders  and  with  regard  to  all  national 
matters.  They  would  be  unacquainted 
with  negotiations  proceeding  betw’een  the 
several  members  of  this  confederacy  and 
the  Imperial  Government.  They  would 
be  absolutely  unacquainted  with  them, 
and  the  matters  might  never  be  referred 
to  them.  Is  that  a  desirable  state  of 
affairs  ?  Upon  this  clause  bangs  the 
essential  principle  goveming  the  relations 
of  Australia  to  the  mother,  country  in 
future.  If  this  clause  is  defeated  the 
proposed  governor-general  will  cease  to  be 
a  governor- general.  He  Avill  become  one 
governor  among  many,  and  he  w’ill  lose 
the  dignified  position  in  wffiich  this  con¬ 
stitution  proposes  to  place  him.  You  will 
not  only  deprive  the  govenior-general  of 
his  influence,  but  you  will  deprive  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  its  influence.  You  will 
deprive  the  commonwealth  of  that  single 
voice  which  would  carry  weight  by  its 
diplomatic  representation  in  the  mother 
country.  Do  this  and  you  will  strike  one 
of  the  severest  blows  at  Australia  as  a 
commonwealth  and  in  its  relations  with 
the  mother  country. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  It  aj^peai^s  to  me 
that  there  is  only  one  recommendation  in 
favour  of  the  proposal  of  my  hon.  friend, 
Mr.  Gillies,  and  that  is,  that  it  will  flatter 
the  self-esteem  of  the  colonies  by  allowing 
them  to  have  direct  communication  with 
the  home  government,  and  to  that  extent 
it  may  facilitate  the  obtaining  of  their 
sanction  to  the  proposed  federation.  Though 
I  admit  that  it  would  have  that  effect,  the 
arguments  on  the  other  side  are  so  over- 
whelming  that  I  can  hardly  imagine  that  the 
Convention  can  be  influenced  by  that  con¬ 
sideration,  which  is  utterly  dwarfed  by  the 
enormity  of  the  case  wdiich  has  been  pre¬ 
sented  on  the  other  side.  I  will  make  one 
remark  in  reply  to  my  hon.  friend,  Mr. 
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Deakin,  who  referred  to  the  lieutenant- 
governors  in  India.  I  believe  it  is  quite 
true,  unless  a  change  has  been  made  re¬ 
cent!  v,  that  the  governors  of  the  provinces 
of  Madras,  Bengal,  and  Bombay  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  authorities  in  London  direct. 

An  Hox.  Member  :  That  is  not  a  federa¬ 
tion  ! 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  I  know  that  it 
is  not,  but  India  was  referred  to.  The  go- 
vernoi*s  of  the  presidencies  of  Madras  and 
Bombay  in  all  matters  connected  with  their 
own  presidencies  communicate  directly  with 
the  office  in  London.  But  that  has  nothing: 
to  do  wdth  the  case.  I  am  sorry  that  my 
friend,  Mr.  Gillies,  should  take  such  a  pro¬ 
vincial  view  of  this  question.  If  we  are  to 
federate,  I  believe  that  these  colonies  must 
speak  with  one  voice,  and  let  us  hope  that 
the  power  that  union  will  give  us  will  make 
it  a  voice  that  will  be  respected  through¬ 
out  the  world. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  I  am  sorry  that  I 
cannot  agree  with  the  last  speaker.  I 
certainly  attach  a  great  deal  of  importance 
to  this  clause,  and  I  think  it  is  one  well 
worthy  to  be  debated  a  little  longer.  I 
did  not  understand  when  certain  resolu¬ 
tions  were  proposed  by  the  hon.  member, 
Sir  Henry  Parkes,  that  it  was  intended 
to  concede  to  the  federal  parliament  any 
powers  beyond  those  enumerated  in  the 
constitution.  And  if  this  question  had 
been  presented  to  us  at  the  commence¬ 
ment,  as  to  w^hethcr  the  position  of  the 
re.spective  governors  throughout  the  dif¬ 
ferent  colonies  was  to  be  lowered  in  pub¬ 
lic  estimation,  I  think  a  great  number 
of  delegates  would  have  said  that  this  was 
a  power  that  it  was  not  intended  to  hand 
over  to  the  federal  parliament.  I  agree 
with  those  hon.  members  wdio  say  that 
the  federal  parliament  ought  to  .speak 
with  one  voice  as  far  as  all  federal  mat¬ 
ters  are  concerned.  But  when  it  comes  to 
dealing  with  ])urely  local  matters  it  is  a 
different  thing.  If  the  parliament  of 
[i/r.  Fitzgerald, 


Queensland  or  Victoria  detenniiied  to  pass 
a  certain  law  of  a  purely  local  character, 
and  they  asked  the  assent  of  the  governor 
to  that  law,  and  it  became  necessary  for 
the  governor  of  that  colony  to  communicate 
with  the  home  authorities,  why  should  the 
governor-general  be  brought  into  the  mat¬ 
ter  at  all,  and  why  should  the  position  of 
the  governor  of  the  colony  be  lowered  ?  I 
say  that  if  there  are  not  words  of  restriction 
inserted  in  this  clause  you  might  as  well 
sweep  away  the  governors  throughout  the 
colonies,  as  they  will  be  reduced  to  such 
a  very  low  position  that  I  question  whether 
you  will  get  men  of  high  attainments  to 
come  out  and  take  those  positions.  It  is 
a  matter  that  deserves  a  great  deal  of  con¬ 
sideration. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  How  will  the  governor 
of  the  colony  know  whether  a  bill  is  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  laws  of  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment] 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  :  He  has  only  to  look 
at  the  constitution.  He  will  know  by 
the  advice  of  his  attorney-general  whether 
the  law  is  inconsistent  with  any  pow’ers 
intrusted  to  the  federal  parliament.  In 
addition  to  that  we  have  the  safeguard  of 
the  judiciary,  the  judges  who  are  to  be 
appointed  for  the  special  purpose  of  ascer¬ 
taining  whether  the  state  legislation  goes 
beyond  the  federal  legislation.  For  these 
reasons  I  strenuously  oppose  the  clause  as 
it  stands.  If  the  bill  goes  to  Victoria 
in  this  particular  form  there  will  be  the 
strongest  objection  to  it. 

AD  YE  DOUGLAS  :  I  cannot 
understand  the  position  taken  up  here  to- 
night,  that  the  governor  of  a  colony  is  to 
be  a  mere  superintendent  of  that  colony. 

I  consider  that  the  governor  of  the  colony 
will  still  maintain  his  position,  and  only 
those  matters  in  which  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  is  concerned  should  be  beyond  his 
jurisdiction.  It  seems  as  if  the  object 
were — and  if  it  were,  I  would  go  with 
it  at  once — to  cut  the  painter.  We  all 
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profess  that  we  do  not  wish  to  do  anything 
of  the  sort,  yet  we  are  gravitating  to  it  as 
fast  as  we  can.  We  say  we  are  to  be  a 
nation — one  people  regulating  the  whole 
of  our  aftairs;  and  yet  we  are  not  to  Ije  in 
that  position.  Hon.  members  have  taken 
up  a  most  extraordinary  attitude.  They 
say  that  the  governor  of  a  colony  like 
Victoria  is  to  have  no  pK)wer  whatever  of 
representing  the  feelings  and  views  of  his 
government  and  people  except  through  the 
governor-general,  who  may  have  no  in¬ 
terest  whatever  in  that  colony.  Supposing 
the  seat  of  the  federal  government  were 
at  Hobart,  and  the  governor-general  were 
there,  would  the  people  of  New  South  Wales 
submit  to  have  all  their  communications 
sent  through  him,  and  thus  to  become  non¬ 
entities,  as  it  were  1  Certainly  not.  They 
would  claim  the  right,  whatever  the  law 
was,  of  being  heard.  No  doubt  in  regard  to 
large  matters  affecting  the  whole  common¬ 
wealth,  the  governor-general  is  the  per¬ 
son  through  whom  communication  should 
pass.  But  the  governor  of  the  colony 
ought  not  to  be  denuded  of  all  pow^er,  and 
entirely  cut  off  from  communication  with 
the  mother  country.  I  hope  that  it  will 
not  be  attempted  to  put  the  governors 
of  the  colonies  in  such  a  low  position  that 
they  will  not  be  able  to  make  any  re¬ 
presentations  of  their  views  and  opinions 
to  the  home  authorities,  except  through 
the  governor-general.  The  states  should 
retain  as  much  power  as  possible,  and  sur¬ 
render  as  little  as  possible  to  the  fodei*al 
parliament.  But  w^e  are  working  the  other 
way;  we  are  giving  the  whole  of  the  power 
to  the  federal  pai'liament,and  trying  as  fast 
as  w^e  can  to  dive.st  the  states  of  any  power 
whatever.  I  trust  that  tliis  meeting  wdll 
not  separate  until  it  has  provided  that  the 
governor  of  a  colony  shall  have  the  power 
to  make  known  the  \dew"s  of  his  people  to 
the  home  authorities  w  ithout  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  the  governor-general.  I  believe  the 
lion,  member,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  was  correct 


in  stating  that  the  governor-general  in 
India  exercises  power  in  regard  to  matters 
in  which  India  as  a  whole  is  concerned,  but 
that  each  lieutenant-governor  makes  direct 
representations  to  the  home  Government  in 
reference  to  matters  connected  with  the 
presidency  over  w’hich  he  is  placed.  I  con¬ 
sider  that  we  are  interfeiing  with  the  state 
governments,  and  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to 
prevent  those  governments  being  deprived 
of  that  authority  which  they  ought  to  have 
through  their  governors. 

Progi*ess  reported. 

Convention  adjourned  at  6 '32  p.m. 


WEDNESDAY,  8  APRIL,  1891. 


Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill — Hour  of  Meeting — 
A  Plebiscite. 


Tlie  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA  BILL, 

In  (consideration  resumed  from 

7th  April)  : 

CHAPTER  V.— THE  STATES. 

Clause  5.  All  references  or  communications 
required  by  the  constitution  of  any  state  or 
otherwise  to  be  made  by  the  governor  of  the 
state  to  the  Queen  shall  be  made  through  the 
governor-general,  as  her  Majesty’s  representa¬ 
tive  in  the  commonwealth,  and  the  Queen’s 
pleasure  shall  be  made  known  through  him. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  This  question  w^as 
discussed  at  some  length  yesterday  after¬ 
noon,  and  is,  no  doubt,  exceedingly  impor¬ 
tant,  though  I  feel  that,  perhaps,  too  mucli 
has  been  made  of  the  idea  that  the  colonies 
would  be  deprived  of  a  great  deal  of  their 
liberty  if  the  clause  were  carried.  But  at 
the  same  time  w^e  must  all  recognise  the 
fact  that  we  have  started  this  constitution 
with  the  idea  that  no  state  shall  be  inter¬ 
fered  w  ith  unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary, 
and,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  w^e  have  cer- 
tainly  not  advanced  any  reasons  to  show 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  ali 
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references  or  communications  required  to 
be  made  by  any  state  to  the  home  Govern¬ 
ment  should  be  made  through  the  governor- 
general.  I  agree  with  the  proposition  so 
ably  and  clearly  put  forth  by  the  hon.  the 
President,  that,  so  far  as  Australian  matters 
are  concerned — that  is,  matters  relating  to 
the  commonwealth  as  a  whole — we  must 
have  only  one  voice,  and  all  communica¬ 
tions  mustgo  through  the  governor-general. 
Put  I  would  ask,  is  it  necessary  to  go  fur¬ 
ther  than  that,  and  say  that  every  act 
passed  by  the  local  legislatures  of  the  sep¬ 
arate  states  shall  be  transmitted  to  Enir- 

o 

land  through  the  governor-general,  and  the 
question  of  its  allowance  or  disallowance 
be  made  known  through  him  1  I  say  that 
it  is  not  necessary.  It  appears  to  me  that 
although  in  practice  all  communications 
relating  to  the  commonwealth  as  a  whole, 
and  many  other  communications,  may  go 
through  the  governor-general,  it  is  unwise 
to  provide  in  the  constitution  act,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  that  no  state  shall  be  able 
to  communicate  with  the  Queen  except 
through  the  governor-general.  Although 
such  a  provision  may  not  in  itself  deprive 
the  states  of  any  great  power,  it  may  be 
implied  by  some  that  the  position  of  go¬ 
vernor  in  each  colony  is  unnecessarily  de¬ 
graded,  and  it  will  be  felt  that  not  only  the 
positionof  the  local  governors,  but  even  that 
of  the  local  government.s,  is  unnecessarily 
<leprived  of  some  important  privileges.  If, 
however,  the  clau.se  were  limited  to  commu¬ 
nications  relating  to  the  whole  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  no  one  could  object  to  it. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes  :  The  commonwealth 
cannot  be  separated  from  the  states  ! 

feir  JOHN  PRAY :  It  is  separated  from 
them.  At  the  present  time  we  allow  each 
state  to  make  its  own  laws  with  regard  to 
a  great  many  subjects,  without  any  inter¬ 
ference  on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  why  should  we  say  to  the  states, 
Although  you  po.ssess  the  right  to  make 
certain  laws  without  any  regard  to  the 
[*S^ir  John  Bray, 


commonwealth,  still  you  must  not  .send 
them  home  to  the  Queen  for  allowance  or 
disallowance,  except  through  the  governor- 
generaH^?  Although  I  do  not  attach  the 
importance  to  this  matter  which  some  hon. 
members  have  attached  to  it,  it  seems  to 
me  to  unnece-ssarily  restrict  the  power,  the 
freedom,  and  the  authority  of  the  gover¬ 
nors  and  the  governments  of  the  several 
states ;  and  I  trust  that  the  hon.  the 
President,  and  other  hon.  members  who 
think  witli  liim,  while  maintaining  their 
own  opinion  as  to  the  desirability,  and 
perhaps  the  absolute  necessity,  for  all  mat¬ 
ters  relating  to  the  commonwealth  to  go 
through  the  governor-general,  will  not  say 
that  it  must  be  an  absolute  law  under  the 
constitution  that  no  governor  of  any  state 
is  to  communicate,  under  any  circum¬ 
stances  whatever,  directly  with  the  Im¬ 
perial  Government.  I  trust  that  hon. 
members  will  see  that  this  will  settle  itself 
as  circumstances  arise,  and  we  shall,  per¬ 
haps,  provoke  opposition  to  the  bill  if  w^e 
insert  in  it  a  clause  restricting  the  powers 
and  privileges  of  the  several  colonies  and 
of  their  governments. 

Mr.  KINGSTON :  I  agree  wdth  the 
criticisms  to  which  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Gillie.s,  has  subjected  this  clause.  I  con¬ 
sider  that  it  contains  the  most  mischievous 
provisions,  and  that,  if  passed,  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  throwing  the  most  un¬ 
necessary  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  constitution  by  the  people 
of  the  various  colonies.  Somethinghasheen 
said  about  the  propriety  of  all  communi¬ 
cations  from  the  home  Government  on  mat¬ 
ters  which  properly  come  within  the  sphere 
of  the  government  of  the  general  common¬ 
wealth  passing  through  thegovernor-general 
and  no  one  objects  to  that.  If  the  clause 
only  provided  for  that  it  w'ould  be  utterly 
unobjectionable.  But  what  it  does  pro¬ 
vide  is  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  single 
act  to  be  pa.ssed  by  a  local  legislature, 
even  with  regard  to  a  matter  which  is 
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purely  local,  without  it  being  forwarded 
to  the  home  authorities,  so  that  they  may 
exercise  their  power  of  disallowance,  or 
consider  whether  they  should  or  should 
not  assent  to  it,  through  the  governor- 
general.  What  does  this  amount  to  ?  Is 
it  a  matter  of  form  or  is  it  not  1  If  it  is 
a  matter  of  form,  it  is  only  productive  of 
delay  and  inconvenience.  Suppose  in  South 
Australia  a  law  of  purely  local  concern,  in 
no  way  interfering  with  the  powers  of  tlie 
commonwealth,  or  touching  any  matter 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  this  clause  requires  it  to  be  sent  to 
Sydney  or  to  ^lel bourne  for  tiie  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  federal  government  before  it  is 
forwarded  home  for  consent  or  considera¬ 
tion  as  to  the  exercise  of  the  power  of 
disallowance  with  regard  to  it.  If  this 
is  a  matter  of  form,  it  is  objection¬ 
able  on  the  score  of  inconvenience  and 
delay,  and  if  it  is  not  a  matter  of  form, 
and  the  federal  government  are  to  express 
an  opinion  upon  these  measures,  the  pro¬ 
vision  is  still  worse.  It  seems  to  me  that 
when  you  provide  in  a  constitution  that 
an  act  must  be  forwarded  through  the 
federal  government  to  the  home  authori¬ 
ties,  you  give  to  the  federal  government 
the  opportunity  and  the  right  to  express 
their  opinions  on  a  matter  of  local  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  with  which,  so  far  as  the  other 
provisions  of  the  constitution  are  con¬ 
cerned,  they  ought  to  have  nothing  to  do. 

Mr.  Bird:  But  which  they  would  exercise  I 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  And  which  they 
would  exercise.  If  we  desire  that  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  shall  have  control  over 
local  legislation,  let  us  say  so.  But  it  has 
been  our  object  from  first  to  last  to  mark 
out  two  different  spheres  in  one  of  which 
tlie  federal  parliament  shall  be  supreme, 
and  in  the  other  of  which  the  local  legis¬ 
latures  shall  be  supreme.  Surely  when  we 
have  done  that  we  have  done  sufficient ; 
and  does  it  not  appear  to  hon.  members 
generally,  that  it  is  altogether  indefensible 


to  provide  for  requiring — for  that  is  what 
it  amounts  to — the  federal  government  to^ 
express  an  opinion  upon  a  simple  question 
of  local  legislation  before  it  is  forwarded 
for  the  approval  of  the  home  Government  ? 
I  am  thoroughly  at  one  with  those  who 
say  that  in  matters  of  Australian  concern, 
the  Australian  people  should  speak  with 
one  united  voice ;  but  whilst  I  assent  to 
that  proposition,  I  am  altogether  against 
giving  the  Australian  people,  as  a  whole, 
the  right  of  unnecessarily  interfering  in  a 
matter  of  purely  local  legislation.  It  is  im¬ 
possible  to  consider  the  clause  without  re¬ 
cognising  that  it  must  amount  to  a  grant  to 
the  federal  governmentof  thepower  of  veto. 

Colonel  Smith:  It  is  virtually  a  2>ower 
of  veto  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Exactly.  Any  pro¬ 
position  to  do  anything  of  that  kind  -will 
be  resented  by  the  people  of  the  different 
states,  and  properly  resented.  As  the 
hon.  member.  Colonel  Smith,  says,  it  ap¬ 
proaches  to  the  power  of  veto. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Nonsense  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  Tlie  lion,  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  dissents  from  that 
viev'.  Surely,  if  the  federal  government 
are  to  express  an  opinion  upon  it  at  all,  it 
wfill  be  entitled  to  some  weight,  and  if 
they  can  recommend,  surely  they  can  also 
disiip2)rove,and  if  a  bill — a  matter  of  purely 
local  concern — is  forwarded  to  the  home 
authorities,  with  an  expression  of  disap¬ 
proval  by  the  federal  government,  that 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  near  approach  to 
conferring  on  the  federal  government  the 
power  of  veto,  without  stating  it  in  express 
terms  within  the  four  corners  of  the  bill. 
I  shall  be  glad  indeed  if  it  is  jirojDosed  to 
limit  this  provision  to  matters  p)roperly 
within  the  scope  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
commonwealth.  There  can  be  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  that.  If  you  wish  to  give  the 
power  to  the  federal  government  of  review¬ 
ing  the  acts  of  a  local  legislature,  say  so ; 
but  do  not  let  us  have  a  clause  such  as 
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that  which  is  now  proposed,  which,  it 
appears  to  me,  will  have  the  effect  of  doing 
wliat  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  one  in 
this  Committee  would  attempt  to  justify. 

Mr.  GORDOX  :  I  have  been  unable  to 
follow  the  arguments  of  hon.  members  who 
have  advocated  the  retention  of  this  clause. 
The  hon,  member,  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  who 
gave,  perhaps,  the  most  solid  reasons  for 
its  retention,  argued  that  it  was  desirable 
because  it  was  necessary  that  Australia 
should  speak  with  one  voice  on  matters 
affecting  its  concern.  Quite  true,  on  matters 
affecting  the  concerns  of  Australia  ;  but 
this  clause  touches  purely  local  matters. 
On  the  question  of  an  alteration,  say,  of 
the  electoral  laws  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  the  number  of  the  members  of  its 
houses  of  pai'liament,  it  is  absurd  to  say 
that  the  united  voice  of  Australia  is  re¬ 
quired.  That  is  beside  the  question  alto¬ 
gether.  The  true  sentiment  which  lies 
behind  the  retention  of  this  clause  was 
shown  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin, 
w^hen  he  gave  the  analogy  of  the  lieuten¬ 
ant-governors  of  India,  some  of  whom  are 
required  to  communicate  to  the  Queen 
through  the  governor-general.  That  is  the 
sentiment  lying  behind  the  retention  of 
this  clause — to  make  the  governors  of  the 
colonies  lieutenant-governors,  and  that  is 
jusfc  what  the  colonies  will  not  put  up 
with.  It  may  be  a  matter  of  sentiment ; 
but,  after  all,  sentiments  govern  politics, 
and  politics  are  largely  sentiment.  I  am 
certain  that  the  colonies  will  not  permit 
their  governors  to  be  placed  in  the  position 
of  lieutenant-governors,  and  to  be  subsi¬ 
diary  in  local  concerns  to  the  governor- 
general.  I  should  be  disposed  to  go  further. 
I  fail  to  see  why  the  colonies  should  be 
required  to  make  any  reference  to  the 
home  Government  at  all  upon  such  purely 
local  matters  as  a  change  of  their  consti¬ 
tution,  and  I  think  an  amendment  upon 
that  point  would  save  the  necessity  of 
further  argument.  With  that  view,  and 
[Mr  Kingston, 


without  detaining  the  Convention  any 
longer,  I  may  say  that  it  is  my  intention 
to  move  the  following  clause: — 

That  notwithstanding  anytliing  to  thecontrary 
contained  in  the  constitution  of  any  state,  it 
shall  not  be  hereafter  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
Queen  any  proposal  to  change  such  constitution. 

Dr.  COCKBtJRN  :  I  should  like  to 
justify  the  vote  that  I  shall  have  to  give 
on  this  matter,  because  it  will  be  rather 
dissonant  with  the  votes  I  have  been  giving 
throughout  the  sittings  of  the  Convention. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  clause  as  it  stands,  and 
also  for  the  amendment  intended  to  be  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gordon, 
because  I  take  it  to  be  essential  to  federa¬ 
tion.  It  is  the  very  definition  of  a  federa¬ 
tion  that,  as  regards  external  affairs,  the 
federation  shall  be  one  state,  and  only  have 
one  means  of  communication,  and  in  regard 
to  internal  affairs  the  federation  should  be 
many  states - 

Mr.  Gordon  :  These  are  not  internal 
affairs  1 

Dr.  COCKBXJRN  :  These  are  internal 
affairs,  and  it  is  one  of  the  principles  of 
federation  that,  in  internal  affairs,  there 
should  be  complete  autonomy.  In  local 
affairs,  why  do  you  want  to  go  outside  the 
state  at  all  ?  For  the  altei'ation  of  the 
constitution  of  a  state,  why  should  you  go 
outside  the  boundary  of  that  state  1 

Mr.  Kingston  :  That  is  another  thing  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  It  is  all  w'rapped 
up  in  the  same  thing.  External  communi¬ 
cations  should  only  be  made  on  questions 
concerning  the  commonwealth  generally, 
and  the  proper  Vehicle  of  communication 
for  them  is  the  governor- general.  In  ques¬ 
tions  of  local  affaii*s,  such  as  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  constitution,  to  which  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Gordon,  has  alluded,  electoral 
laws,  and  so  forth,  or  even  the  abolition 
of  the  two  chambers — as  in  the  case  of 
Ontario,  where  they  are  starting  with  one 
chamber — external  authority  has  no  con¬ 
cern  whatever. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  How  would  the  hill  be 
assented  to  ? 
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Dr.  COCKBURN:  It  would  be  as¬ 
sented  to,  of  course. 

Mr.  Clark  :  By  tlie  governor  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  The  practice  in  the 
United  States  is  that  the  states  have 
sovereign  power,  and  have  absolute  con¬ 
trol  over  their  own  constitutions.  The 
only  authority  to  which  they  are  subject  is 
that  of  the  judiciary,  which  interferes,  and 
besides  that,  the  states  have  reference  to 
any  of  those  authorities  in  framing  their 
constitution  which  properly  remain  with 
the  federal  government.  In  Switzerland 
the  states  have  complete  power  to  change 
their  constitution,  only  they  send  for  rati¬ 
fication  to  the  cental  government  In 
Canada,  which  is  parallel  with  our  case, 
the  states  have  power  to  change  their  con¬ 
stitutions.  There  is  no  reference  to  any 
central  power.  It  is  essential  in  local 
matters  that  you  should  have  autonomy 
without  reference  to  external  authority. 
In  Canada,  where,  in  addition  to  the  tie 
of  federation,  there  is  also  the  bond  under 
the  Crown,  there  is  no  reference  whatever 
to  Downing-street  if  the  state  wdshes  to 
change  its  constitution.  Tliere  the  federal 
authority  have  power  of  veto,  but  it  is 
recognised  now  in  Canada  that  the  power 
of  veto  is  vexatious,  and  it  is  falling  into 
disuse,  and  I  do  not  think  the  power  of 
%'eto  will  be  exercised  there  much  longer. 

Colonel  Smith  :  You  are  giving  the 
power  of  veto  under  this  clause  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  Just  as  it  is  neces¬ 
sary,  in  every  principle  of  federation,  that 
there  should  only  be  one  channel  of  com¬ 
munication  to  the  outside  world,  so  it  is 
also  necessary,  in  regard  to  strictly  local 
matters,  there  should  be  complete  auto¬ 
nomy.  Therefore  I  shall  vote  in  favour 
of  the  clause  with  the  intent  also  of  sup¬ 
porting  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Gordon. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Vote  for  both  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  Yes,  vote  for  both 
— that  is  the  proper  thing.  They  are  both 


essential  principles  of  federation,  and  in 
my  opinion  tljey  are  the  very  principles 
on  which  federation  should  be  founded. 
With  regard  to  what  has  been  said,  that 
you  may  have  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  executive  if  all  communications  have 
to  go  through  the  governor  general  on 
their  way  to  Downing-street,  I  will  ask 
whether  you  may  not  have  that  inter¬ 
ference  whether  those  communications  go 
through  that  channel  or  not  ?  If  a  state 
government  does  anything  that  the  fede¬ 
ral  parliament  does  not  like,  will  they 
be  silent  as  regards  Downing-street,  and 
who  will  have  the  greatest  voice — the 
governor  of  an  individual  state  or  the 
autliority  speaking  in  the  name  of  all  Aus¬ 
tralia!  If  hon.  membei'S  think  that  they 
are  going  to  get  rid  of  friction  in  this  way 
they  are  making  a  great  mistake.  They 
will  certainly  have  a  slender  thread  by 
which  they  can  communicate  with  the  im¬ 
perial  authorities ;  but  on  the  other  hand 
the  federal  authorities  will  have  a  much 
stronger  tie,  and  if  there  is  any  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  central  parliament  to  tyran¬ 
nise  over  the  states,  they  will  be  able  to 
speak  to  the  authorities  in  Downing-street 
in  a  voice  so  much  superior  that  in  any  case 
there  will  be  friction.  What  we  had  better 
do  logically  is  to  pass  this  clause  as  it  is, 
as  being  absolutely  necessary  if  we  are  to 
frame  a  solid  federation — that  is  to  say, 
there  should  be  only  one  voice  as  regards 
external  affairs — and  proceed  further  to 
say,  what  is  also  essential  to  federation, 
that,  as  regards  local  affairs,  there  shall  be 
complete  autonomy. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  would  suggest 
to  the  Convention  that  the  true  mode  of 
proceeding  is  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  bill 
which  shall  enact  that  the  only  laws  which 
it  shall  be  necessary  to  submit  for  the 
Queen’s  approval  shall  be  those  which  the 
general  legislature  makes.  Hon.  members 
may  be  certain  that  we  shall  not  give 
offence  to  tlie  home  Government.  There 
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is  a  provision,  in  the  case  of  New  Zejiland, 
which  exempts  all  laws  from  the  Queen’s 
assent  except  those  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly.  I  think  that  if  wo  did  that  we 
should  preserve  the  power  of  the  federa¬ 
tion  in  the  highest  possible  way.  I  feel 
certain  that  our  great  object  is  to  avoid 
all  possible  friction  with  the  home  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  every  act  withdrawal  from 
their  supervision — the  people  here  being 
enabled  to  pass  it  without  sending  it 
home  for  approval — is  really  removing  one 
stumbling-block  in  the  w'ay  of  non-inter¬ 
ference  wdth  the  affairs  of  this  country.  A 
clause  to  that  effect  could  be  inserted  in  a 
very  few  w^ords  indeed  ;  and  the  clause  we 
are  fighting  about  need  not  be  considered 
at  all. 

Question — That  the  clause  as  read  stand 
clause  5  of  the  bill — put.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  divided  : 

Ayes,  22;  noes,  16;  majority,  6. 


Ayes. 


Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 

Hackett,  Mr. 

Baker,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Barton,  Mr. 

M  acdonald  -  Paterson ,  M  r 

Clark,  :Mr. 

McMillan,  Mr. 

Cock  burn,  Dr. 

Moore,  Mr. 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Munro,  Mr. 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

Playford,  Mr. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 

Suttor,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 

Thynne,  Mr. 

Noes. 

Bird,  Mr. 

Fysh,  Mr. 

Bray,  Sir  John 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Cuthbert,  Mr. 

Loton,  Mr. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Adye 

Marmion,  Mr. 

Downer,  Sir  John 

Russell,  Captain 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Smith,  Colonel 

Forrest,  Mr.  J. 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  C.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  con¬ 
stitution,  the  constitutions  of  the  several  states 
of  the  commonw'ealth  shall  continue  as  at  the 
date  of  the  establishment  of  the  commonwealth, 
until  altered  by  or  under  the  authority  of  the  par¬ 
liaments  thereof,  in  accordance  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  their  respective  constitutions. 

[Sir  George  Grey, 


That  the  following  w'orda  be  added  to  the 
clause  : — “But  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  re¬ 
serve  any  proposed  alteration  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  any  state  for  the  Queen’s  pleasure  to  be 
made  known.” 

This  position  has  been  so  elocpiently  ar¬ 
gued  by  the  hon  member,  Sir  George  Grey, 
and  other  hon.  delegates,  that  I  do  not 
intend  to  labour  it  now,  I  simply  pro¬ 
pose  the  addition  of  these  words. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  w^ant  to  move 
a  further  amendment,  to  the  efliect  that  it 
shall  not  be  necessary  to  transmit  any  law 
made  by  a  state  for  the  Queen’s  approval. 

The  Chairman  :  The  hon.  member  can 
move  that  after  this  question  is  decided  ; 
whichever  w^ay  it  is  decided  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  can  propose  that. 

Question — That  the  w’ords  proposed  to 
be  added,  be  so  added — put.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  divided  : 


Ayes,  11  ;  noes,  27  ;  majority,  16. 

A  YES, 


Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Baker,  Mr. 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Bird,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 

Bray,  Sir  John 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Clark,  Mr. 

Playford,  Mr. 

Cockburn,  Dr. 

Noe.s. 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Loton,  Mr. 

Cuthbert,  Mr. 

Macdonald -Paterson  Mr 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Marmion,  Mr. 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

McMillan,  Mr. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Adye 

Moore,  Mr. 

Dow’ner,  Sir  John 

Munro,  Mr. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Russell,  Captain 

Forrest,  ^Ir.  J. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Fysh,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Suttor,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 

Thynne,  Mr. 

Hackett,  M  r. 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

• 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 


Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  rise  to  move  : 

That  the  clause  be  amended  by  the  addition 
of  the  following  words  : — “  But  it  shall  not  be 
necessary  to  reserve  for  the  Queen’s  pleasure 
any  law  made  by  a  state.” 

I  wish  to  point  out  that  we  are  asking 
for  nothing  which  has  not  been  done,  and 
which  has  not  been  assented  to  unani- 
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iiiously  by  botli  houses  of  tlie  Imperial 
Parliament.  TJiis  provision  is  taken  from 
the  New  Zealand  Constitution  Act,  in 
point  of  fact,  not  in  these  very  words  or 
exactly  this  form,  but  lion,  gentlemen  will 
see  that  is  all  that  is  necessary,  because 
we  have  not  to  reserve  any  power  to  the 
general  legislature  of  the  commomvealth. 
They  have  tlie  power  under  previous 
clauses,  so  that  the  thing  wdiicli  is  brought 
about  is  this :  there  are  fewer  subjects 
upon  which  differences  can  arise  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  cominonw'ealth  of 
Australia.  It  will  remove  a  great  number 
of  acts  entirely  out  of  the  way  of  disputes 
taking  place  upon  them,  and,  as  I  say,  we 
are  not  asking  for  anything  w  hich  has  not 
been  accorded  cheerfully  and  willingly  on 
a  former  occasion,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the 
greatest  guarantee  we  can  have  of  peace 
among  ourselves,  and  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  is  by  assuming  po wool's  which  par¬ 
liament  will  undoubtedly  confer  upon  us 
if  we  apply  for  them  in  the  proper  form. 

Question — That  the  words  proi)osed  to 
be  added  be  so  added — put.  The  Commit¬ 
tee  divided  : 


Ayes,  9  ;  noes,  30 ;  majority,  21. 
Ayes. 


Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 

Dibbs,  ]dr. 

Baker,  Mr. 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Bird,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 

Clark,  Mr. 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Cockburn,  Dr. 

Noes. 

Bray,  Sir  John 

Loton,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Macdonald- Pa tei*son  Mr 

Cuthhert,  Mr. 

NIarmion,  3Ir. 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Mcllwraith,  Sir  Thomas 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

McMillan,  Mr. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Adye 

Moore,  Mr. 

Downier,  Sir  John 

Munro,  ^Ir. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Forrest,  Mr.  A, 

Play  ford,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  J, 

Russell,  Captain 

Fysli,  Mr. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

(hllies,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 

Suttor,  Mr. 

Hackett,  Mr. 

Tliynne,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Clause,  as  read,  agreed  to. 

3  I 


Clause  7.  In  each  state  of  the  commonwealth 
there  sliall  be  a  governor. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  It  occurs  to  me 
that  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  for 
this  clause.  We  retain  the  constitutions 
of  the  difterent  colonies,  and  every  one  of 
these  constitutions  says  that  the  governor 
is  to  exercise  certain  duties  in  regard  to 
it.  Why,  then,  should  wre  say  in  this  act 
that  every  state  shall  have  a  governor  ?  I 
think  it  is  exceedingly  inadvisable  to  in¬ 
clude  the  provision.  We  recognise  that 
the  constitutions  are  to  remain  as  they 
are  unless  the  various  colonies  themselves 
alter  them.  Why  include  in  this  bill  a 
provision  wdiich  might  possibly  prevent  the 
colonies  from  altering  their  constitutions  ? 
Every  constitution  provides  for  a  legisla¬ 
ture  and  for  a  governor.  Why,  then,  should 
we  say  that  each  state  shall  have  a  go¬ 
vernor  ]  If  we  say  that  there  shall  be  a 
governor,  why  should  w^e  not  also  say  that 
there  should  be  a  legislative  council  and  a 
house  of  assembly  ]  The  governor  is,  at 
the  present  time,  part  of  the  several  con¬ 
stitutions,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  any  constitu¬ 
tion  act  in  Australia,  that  there  sliould  be 
a  governor. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  do  not 
remember  the  history  of  this  clause  in  the 
Constitutional  Committee.  I  am  trying  to 
recollect  it ;  but  I  cannot  remember  that 
there  was  any  particular  discussion  about 
it 

Sir  John  Dow  ner  :  There  w^as  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  One  rea¬ 
son  for  the  clause,  how^ever,  occurs  to  me. 
It  is  desirable  that  the  states  should  know 
that  the  heads  of  the  states  are  to  be  called 
governors,  and  not  lieutenant-governoi*s  or 
administrators.  There  is  a  great  deu.1  of 
difference  between  them.  Here  we  are 
now^  accustomed  to  the  term  “  governor,” 
but  in  olden  days  that  w’as  not  the  case. 
In  Tasmania  the  governor  was  formerly 
called  lieutenant-governor,  while  the  go- 
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venior  of  New  South  Wales  was  called 
the  governor-general  of  Australia,  all 
the  other  governors  being,  more  or  less, 
subordinate  to  him.  My  hon.  friend,  ^Ir. 
Kingston,  reminds  me  that  the  governor 
in  South  Australia  was  formerly  called 
lieutenant-governor.  There  is  a  consider¬ 
able  difference  between  the  two  things. 
It  may  be  thought  by  some  lion,  members 
merely  a  matter  of  words,  perhaps ;  but  I 
liave  heard  of  a  controversy  going  on  of 
late  when  the  question  arose  as  to  whether 
an  admiral  would  take  precedence  of  a 
lieutenant-governor  when  a  lieutenant- 
governor  is  administering  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  a  colony.  That  is  a  point  that 
occurs  to  me  now,  and  it  may  be  of 
importance.  We  indicate  by  this  clause 
that  there  are  to  be  governors  of  states, 
and  I  think  that  that  is  the  proper  term 
to  indicate  that  the  states  are  sovereign. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  8.  The  parliament  of  a  state  may  make 
such  provisions  as  it  thinks  fit  as  to  the  manner 
of  appointment  of  the  governor  of  the  state,  and 
for  the  tenure  of  his  office,  and  for  his  removal 
from  office. 

Mr.  G ILLIES  :  In  the  Constitutional 
Committee  we  had  a  lengthy  discussion 
upon  this  question.  As  a  reason  for  the 
insertion  of  this  clause,  it  was  contended 
that  the  people  of  any  state  or  colony 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  determine 
whether  the  governor  should,  or  should 
not,  be  elected.  It  was  argued,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  there  could  be  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  insertion  of  this  clause,  because 
it  did  not  lay  down  the  provision  that  there 
should  be  an  election,  but  merely  gave 
power  to  the  various  states  to  determine 
whether  a  governor  should  be  elected  or  not. 
This  clause  does  a  little  more  tlian  that. 
No  doubt  the  concluding  portion  may  be 
said  to  be  a  corollary  of  the  fii'st  portion  : 

The  parliament  of  a  state  may  make  sucli 
provisions  as  it  thinks  fit  as  to  the  maimer  of 
appointment  of  the  governor  of  the  state,  and 
for  the  tenure  of  his  office,  and  for  his  removal 
from  office. 

Samuel  Griffith, 


I  say  tliat  if  that  be  done  in  any  colony 
it  completely  changes  the  relations  hither¬ 
to  existing  between  the  colonies  and  tlie 
Crown.  The  Crown  at  present  appoints 
the  governor  and  determines  his  tenure  of 
office;  it  also  determines,  if  necessary,  his 
removal  from  office.  The  Crown  may  re¬ 
move  a  governor  from  office  wdienever  it 
thinks  proper  ;  but  it  is  proposed  to  limit 
the  power  and  authority  of  the  Crown  to 
do  that.  If  the  Crown  once  permitted 
any  colony  to  adopt  a  provision  such  as  is 
contained  in  this  clause,  that  is,  if  any 
colony  were  to  pass  a  law  providing  that 
the  governor  should  be  elected  by  the 
people,  and  the  Imperial  Parliament  were 
to  assent  to  that  law,  and  the  Queen^s 
assent  were  also  given,  what  w^ould  hap¬ 
pen?  As  was  pointed  out  on  several  occa¬ 
sions  in  tlie  Constitutional  Committee,  the 
po.sition  would  be  a  most  inadvisable  one. 
The  I'wirty  which  for  the  moment  was 
predominant  in  the  province  would  sup¬ 
port  the  election  of  a  governor  who  be¬ 
longed  to  their  side.  The  gov'ernor  would 
at  once  become  a  strong  partisan,  or  he 
would  not  be  elected.  In  addition  to  that 
the  whole  colony  would  be  his  constitu¬ 
ency,  and  he  would  require  -to  canvass  it 
from  one  end  to  the  other  and  solicit  votes 
in  the  same  way  as  they  would  be  solicited 
by  any  gentleman  seeking  a  seat  in  a 
legislative  assembly.  Now,  for  a  gentle¬ 
man  proposing  to  take  up  the  independent 
position  of  a  governor,  to  see  that  fair  play 
is  given  to  both  parties  in  the  state,  that 
is  an  extraordinary  proceeding.  A  gentle¬ 
man  sitting  below  me  contended  the  other 
day  that  if  a  premier  asked  a  governor  to 
dissolve  parliament,  thegovernor  was  bound 
to  dissolve  it  at  that  minister’s  request. 
That  would  mean  of  course  that  if  the  go¬ 
vernor  vrere  a  friend  of  the  ministers — 
who  had  absolutely  lielped  to  put  him 
there — he  would  be  under  such  obliga¬ 
tions  to  them  that  he  w'ould  naturally 
take  sides  with  his  ministers,  and  would 
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■give  tliem  as  many  dissolutions  as  he  de¬ 
cently  could.  That  would  be  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  position  for  the  governor;  nay,  worse 
than  tliat.  As  I  have  already  told  the 
lion,  member,  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  without 
disrespect  to  him,  if  I  were  a  citizen  of  a 
community  which  proposed  to  elect  its 
governor  I  would  do  all  that  I  possibly 
could  to  prevent  his  election  as  governor. 
“Tliat  hon.  gentleman  occupies  a  public 
position  in  this  country  which  would  make 
him  far  too  powerful  for  the  place  of 
governor. 

Sir  Henry  Parkes:  Wc  have  not 
reached  that  stage  yet ! 

Mr.  GILLIES :  It  is  a  stage  we  are  asked 
to  reach,  and  which  I  object  to  reach.  The 
hon.  member,  if  he  aspired  to  the  ]X)sition 
of  governor,  would  go  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  colony  making  some  of 
those  grand  toned  orations  which  touch  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  he  would  be  elected  almost  unani- 
anously.  After  he  secured  his  seat  in  the 
jsaddle  it  would  be  a  most  difficult  thing  to 
dislodge  him. 

SirSAMUELGRiFFiTH  :  That  is  the  trouble 
an  Chili  just  now  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  do  not  think  that  we 
should  create  such  troubles  unnecessarily. 
If  New  South  Wales  passed  such  a  law  we 
should  have  a  gentleman  occupying  the 
position  of  governor  who  is  not  supposed 
to  manage  all  the  affairs  of  the  state,  be- 
causethat  is  supposed  to  beleft  to  his  minis¬ 
ters.  His  ministers  would  give  him  ad¬ 
vice,  and  he  would  calmly  tell  his  ministers 
that  he  would  not  take  their  advice,  and 
he  would  dismiss  them  from  office.  In 
fact,  lie  might  come  to  fighting  parliament, 
«.nd  he  might  ap[)eal  to  the  whole  of  the 
•electors  of  the  colony  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  himself  in  the  position  he  had 
assumed.  On  the  other  hand,  if  his  minis¬ 
ters  were  not  sufficiently  independent,  and 
if  they  were  prepared  to  bow  the  knee  and 
worship  the  idol  occupying  the  position 


of  governor,  what  would  they  be  ?  They 
would  simply  be  puppets.  My  hon.  col¬ 
league  said  the  other  day  that  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  and  all  the  governors  were 
intended  to  be  puppets  and  nothing  else. 
However,  if  any  one  elected  under  such 
circumstances  possessed  strong  individu¬ 
ality  and  great  force  of  character,  what 
■would  be  the  result]  His  ministers  would 
be  puppets,  and  instead  of  working  under 
constitutional  government,  we  should  be 
de.stroying  our  constitution.  Instead  of 
niinistei*s  being  responsible  to  the  state, 
they  would  be  responsible  practically  to 
the  governor,  and  the  governor  would  be 
the  power  in  the  state,  and  not  the  minis¬ 
ters.  Consequently  we  should  be  subvert¬ 
ing  our  constitution,  and  with  what  object] 
What  are  we  to  gain  by  creating  an  auto¬ 
crat,  and  by  making  the  governor  the  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  state  during  his  term  of 
office  ]  If  he  is  elected  for  four  years,  like 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  he 
may  be  maintained  in  office  for  the  whole 
l>eriod  in  spite  of  his  ministry.  That  w'ould 
not  be  a  desirable  state  of  things.  The 
first  position  of  affairs  would  not  be  desir¬ 
able.  It  is  not  desirable  that  a  gentleman 
who  is  to  occupy  that  position  should  be 
called  upon  to  go  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  colony  to  solicit  the  votes 
of  the  electors.  That  is  not  the  proper 
0001*50  for  an  officer  who  is  intended  to 
occupy  a  position  of  impartiality.  A  man 
w’ho  w*ould  be  required  to  go  through  that 
ordeal  is  not  the  kind  of  governor  wdio 
should  be  appointed  in  the  interests  of  the 
people.  What  has  been  tlie  objection  to 
the  present  state  of  things  1  The  Crowm 
appoints  the  governoi'S,  and  how  many 
oises  have  occuri'ed  within  our  knowletlge 
and  experience  in  wdiich  the  governors 
have  not  taken  up  a  proper  constitutional 
position]  Very  few  indeed.  The  great 
body  of  them  have  acted  stiictly  within 
their  limits,  and  have,  as  a  rule,  accepted 
the  advice  of  ministers  when  constitution- 
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ally  given.  If  the  governor  decliued  to 
accept  their  advice  they  had  the  power  of 
retiring  from  office,  and  tlie  governor  was 
obliged  to  take  practically  from  parlia¬ 
ment  the  men  to  occupy  their  position.  I 
trust  that  the  Committee  will  strike  out 
the  clause.  It  was  never  asked  for  by 
any  of  the  colonies ;  it  is  not  necessary  to 
this  bill ;  and  the  principle  it  proposed  to 
lay  down  is  not  consistent  with  consti¬ 
tutional  government  as  we  know  it. 

Mr.  PLAYFOllD  :  I  see  nothing  in 
this  clause  w’hich  in  any  way  conflicts 
with  the  principles  of  responsible  govern¬ 
ment.  All  that  this  clause  says  is  that 
the  people  of  the  different  states  shall 
have  the  right  of  saying  how  their  gover¬ 
nors  shall  be  appointed  in  future,  and  if 
the  people  of  a  state  choose  to  make  their 
governor  an  autocrat,  I  do  not  know  that 
we  need  trouble  our  heads  about  that. 
They  have  a  perfect  riglit  to  choose  their 
governor  in  future.  There  has  been  fric¬ 
tion  in  the  past  with  regard  to  the  mode 
in  which  governors  are  nominated  at  home 
by  the  ministry,  who  know  very  little 
about  the  requirements  of  the  colonies, 
and  we  know  that  the  people  appointed 
to  these  governorships  have  been  objected 
to  by  different  colonies,  so  that  the  home 
Government  Jiave  been  placed  in  a  very 
awkward  and  di.sagreeable  position  through 
Laving,  as  in  the  case  of  Queensland  verv 
recently,  to  withdraw  the  gentleman  first 
appointed,  and  to  substitute  another  in  his 
place.  If  the  people  in  the  colonies  say  that 
they  desire  to  make  an  alteration  in  the 
mode  of  appointing  their  governors,  I  do 
not  see  why  we  should  say  that  they  will 
abuse  it,  and  that  they  will  make  such  an 
alteration  in  the  law  that  it  will  work 
badly,  and  that  all  the  evils  which  have 
been  conjured  up  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Gillie.s,  will  result.  It  does  not  follow 
that  if  pow'cr  were  given  to  the  people  to 
appoint  their  own  governors  they  would 
lesolve  that  lie  should  be  appointed  by 
[Mr.  Gillies. 


the  ministry  of  the  day.  It  does  not 
follow  either  tliat  the  governor  would  be 
appointed  directly  by  the  people,  as  was 
suggested  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies, 
'when  he  alluded  to  the  probability  of  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  standing 
for  election,  being  returned,  and  after¬ 
wards  becoming  a  perfect  tyrant  or  auto¬ 
crat,  They  wdll  take  care  to  provide  what 
shall  bo  the  powders  of  the  governor,  and 
w’e  distinctly  say  in  the  clause  that  the 
people  can  provide  for  the  removal  of  the 
governor  from  office  in  certain  cases.  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  we  can 
trust  the  people  of  the  various  states, 
if  they  do  make  an  alteration  in  the 
mode  of  appointing  the  governor,  to  make 
provision  wliich  would  prevent  any  man 
from  becoming  an  autocrat  or  tyrant.  All 
that  \ve  propose  to  do  is  to  give  a  pow’er 
which  they  have  not  at  the  present 
time  in  the  states,  and  which,  I  think, 
it  is  very  desirable  should  be  given.  In 
South  Australia  we  have  had  trouble  in 
connection  with  our  governors.  We  have 
had  to  protest  against  persons  being  ap¬ 
pointed  wdiom  rumour  said  were  unsuit¬ 
able.  W  e  have  had  to  do  more  than  that^ 
and  we  consider  that  wo  have  a  right  to 
require  the  home  Government  before  any¬ 
body  is  recommended  to  her  ^Majesty  for 
appointment  to  give  us  a  quiet  intima¬ 
tion  about  it,  so  that  if  we  have  a  per¬ 
sonal  objection  to  him  our  voice  may  be 
heard. 

Mr.  Bakkr  :  To  whom— -the  ministry  or 
the  peojde? 

Mr.  PLAYFORD:  The  ministry  on 
behalf  of  the  people.  I  think  it  only  right, 
because  we  know,  from  common  rumour, 
that  a  most  objectionable  individual  was 
likely  to  be  foisted  upon  South  Australia, 
and  we  had  a  riglit  to  oijject.  I  contend 
that  by  putting  this  clause  in  the  bill  w'c 
shall  be  giving  power  to  the  people  to  say 
whether  they  wish  the  present  arrange¬ 
ment  in  regard  to  the  apj)ointment  of  go- 


Australia  Bill. 


869 


[8  April,  1891.] 


Comvionweallh  of 

vernors  to  continue,  or  whether  fresh  ar¬ 
rangements  shall  be  made,  by  which  they 
shall  have  a  voice  in  the  appointment  of 
governors  if  they  wish  it.  I  see  no  harm 
ill  allowing  them  to  liave  it  under  the  con¬ 
ditions  here  laid  down. 

MUNRO  :  I  quite  agree  with  my 
hon.  friend,  Mr.  Gillies,  that  we  ought 
when  the  time  comes  to  oppose  the  election 
of  our  own  governors.  I  do  not  believe  in 
electing  our  own  governors.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  I  do  not  see  that  this  clause 
necessarily  compels  the  colonies  to  elect 
their  governors.  It  merely  gives  them  the 
power  to  do  as  they  think  proper.  I  do 
not  see  any  harm  in  the  clause  in  that  re¬ 
spect  ;  but  I  say  that  the  colonies  have  far 
too  little  pow’er  at  the  present  time.  For 
instance,  w^e,  in  Victoria,  w^ent  through  an 
immense  amount  of  suffering  through  the 
fact  that  a  governor  was  removed  because 
he  took  the  constitutional  advice  of  his 
govemment. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  No.  He  claimed  pow'er 
to  borrow'  money  on  belialf  of  the  Queen, 
and  she  told  him  that  he  had  no  such 
power  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  He  took  the  advice  of 
his  ministers. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  In  a  course  wdiich  he 
knew  to  be  illegal.  He  became  a  party 
man  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Let  the  hon.  member 
put  any  construction  he  likes  upon  it,  the 
fact  remains  that  a  governor  who  acted  on 
the  advice  of  his  ministers  was  recalled. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  He  was  not  recalled  for 
that,  but  for  w  riting  that  letter  without 
the  advice  of  his  ministers,  and  against 
their  advice  ! 

INIr.  MUNRO  :  He  w^as  recalled  be¬ 
cause  twenty-two  executive  councillors,  w’ho 
had  no  right  to  do  it, petitioned  against  him. 
That  is  why  he  w'as  recalled.  Those  execu¬ 
tive  councillors  w’ere  blue  conservatives. 

Mr.  Donaldson  :  And  his  reply  to  that 
w'as  that  he  could  not  w’ork  wdth  them  ! 


Mr.  MUNRO :  Of  course  not,  after 
they  had  done  such  an  improper  act. 
Surely  the  people  have  a  right  to  support 
a  governor  when  he  is  acting  on  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  responsible  ministers.  The 
hon.  member  says  that  the  governor  to 
whom  I  have  referred  acted  illegally,  and 
that  he  w’rote  a  certain  letter ;  but  he  w’as 
recalled  because  the  petition  of  the  twenty- 
tw'o  executive  councillors  went  to  the 
British  Government  asking  for  his  recalL 
He  w'as  recalled  against  the  will  of  the 
people,  and  the  result  w’as  a  fearful  amount 
of  suffering  inVictoriafor  years  aft  erw^ards. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  And  a  les.son  which 
they  wdll  not  forget  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  trust  that  this  clause 
w'ill  be  passed ;  and  that  if  such  a  lesson 
is  ever  taught  them  again  the  people  will 
act  upon  their  rights,  and  insist  that  a  go¬ 
vernor  who  takes  a  constitutional  course 
shall  not  be  removed  by  the  action  of  any 
tories. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Wash  your  dirty  linen  at 
home  ;  do  not  bring  our  quarrels  here  1 

Mr.  MUNRO :  Who  introduced  the 
quarrel  ? 

IMr.  Gillies  :  I  did  not.  I  never  said 
a  w'ord  about  it ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  am  referring  to  the 
historical  fact  that  the  governor  w^as  re¬ 
called  because  he  took  the  advice  of  his 
ministers. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  That  is  not  an  historical 
fact  I 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  It  is  not  a  fact  at  all ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Tlie  hon.  member  says 
it  is  not,  and  he  is  introducing  w’hat  he  is 
calling  dirty  linen  himself. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Who  raised  the  question! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  The  hon.  member  raised 
the  question  by  objecting  to  the  clause  and 
introducing  matters  which  had  nothing  to 
do  w  ith  it.  The  whole  speech  of  the  hon. 
member  was  in  regard  to  something  that 
might  haj'^i^on  after  the  people  had  exer¬ 
cised  their  right  under  the  clause,  not  iu 
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reganl  to  the  clause  itself.  His  own  state¬ 
ment  was  not  with  regard  to  the  ellect  of 
the  clause,  but  as  to  tlie  eliect  of  the  law 
that  might  be  made  under  it.  I  believe 
that  the  clause  is  properly  in  the  bill,  and 
1  think  that  the  people  ought  to  have  the 
pow'er,  if  they  are  tyrannised  over  by  any¬ 
body  outside,  to  take  steps  to  put  them¬ 
selves  right. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  in  the  contention  of 
the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  and  a  great 
deal  of  argument  that  has  been  used  up  to 
the  present  time  has  been  quite  outside 
the  point  to  which  he  refers.  We  have 
heard  a  great  deal  about  the  maladminis¬ 
tration  of  a  certain  governor;  but  what 
has  that  to  do  \vith  the  question  ?  Suppose 
a  bad  a{)pointment  has  been  made  on  a 
particular  occasion,  is  the  whole  system  to 
be  knocked  out  of  existence  because  one 
foolish  man  has  taken  a  certain  coui*se  ? 
This  is  one  of  the  clauses  in  which  we 
are  going  far  l)eyond  what  I  conceive  to 
be  the  functions  of  the  Convention.  Let 
us  examine  tlie  question  of  the  position 
of  the  governor  at  the  present  time.  All 
that  any  parliament  up  to  the  present  time 
has  said  Ls,  that  the  responsible  minister  of 
the  day — that  is,  the  prime  minister  or  his 
cabinet — should  be  consulted  with  regard 
to  the  appointment  of  a  governor.  That 
is  as  far  a.s  ever  we  have  gone.  But  to 
give  to  a  colony  the  right  to  appoint  its 
own  governor— not  to  appoint  a  man  from 
home,  not  to  appoint  a  man  outside  the 
politics  of  the  colony,  and  outside  a  certain 
amount  of  interference  which  would  be 
natural  on  his  part,  but  to  allow  us  to 
appoint  a  man  in  any  way  from  among 
ourselves,  or  even  by  process  of  election, 
IS  simply  against  the  whole  scheme  of  the 
constitution  that  we  are  setting  up.  We 
propose  for  the  central  government  a  con¬ 
stitution  whicli  will  avoid  all  the  trouble 
arising  out  of  the  election  of  a  president 
M'hich  occurs  in  the  United  States  of 
[3/r.  Munro, 


America.  But  having  avoided  that  danger 
in  the  central  constitution,  we  are  now  try¬ 
ing  to  make  an  opening,  as  an  hoii.  mem¬ 
ber  very  ably  put  it,  for  the  president  in 
our  provincial  parliaments  to  be  elected, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  are,  in  this  case, 
absolutely  erecting  a  ditferent  class  of  con¬ 
stitution  for  the  provincial  parliainenta 
from  the  constitution  which  w’e  have  de¬ 
cided  upon  for  the  central  government. 
And  I  certainly  think  that  if  this  clause- 
cannot  be  amended  in  such  a  way  as  to 
continue  the  present  system  by  w  Inch  go¬ 
vernors  are  apj)ointed  from  people  outside 
our  party  politics,  it  will  be  far  l^etter  to 
omit  the  clause  altogether. 

Mr.  CLAliK  :  Two  of  the  speeches  to- 
which  we  have  just  listened  were  totally 
irrelevant.  They  might  well  have  been 
delivered  if  the  clause  had  said  that  here¬ 
after  the  governor  of  each  colony  shall  be- 
elected  by  populai*  vote  ;  but  this  clause 
says  nothing  of  the  kind.  It  simply  says, 
that  each  colony  can  do  what  they  like 
with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  go¬ 
vernor.  The  lion,  member,  Mr.  Gillies,, 
has  posed  here  as  a  great  advocate  of 
state  rights,  and  has  deprecated  warmly 
any  interference  of  the  central  government,, 
or  of  this  Convention,  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  colonies,  yet  he  would  inter¬ 
fere  most  deliberately  by  saying  that  the- 
people  of  the  colony  shall  not  have  a  voice- 
in  the  w^ay  in  which  the  governor  shall  be 
appointed.  He  held  up  a  terrific  picture 
of  the  consequences  of  popular  election. 
But  if  this  clause  is  passed  it  does  not  fol¬ 
low  that  any  governor  would  be  elected  by 
popular  vote. 

Mr.  Gillies:  Then  wdiat  is  the  use  of  it  t 

Mr.  CLARK  :  It  says  that  if  they  do 
want  to  liave  tlie  right  to  appoint  the  go¬ 
vernor  by  jiopular  vote  they  shall  have  it. 
And  are  we  liere  to  say  tliat  they  shall 
not  do  what  they  likel  Tlie  election 
of  governors  is  not  a  thing  unknown  to 
the  constitutional  relations  of  the  mother 
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country  with  the  colonies.  A  number  of 
tlie  original  thirteen  colonies  of  America 
elected  their  governors  before  the  time 
of  the  revolution.  Rhode  Island  and  Con¬ 
necticut  did  it,  and  in  Maryland  the  office 
was  attached  to  the  families  of  the  Calverts 
and  the  Penns.  Those  colonies  were  not 
amongst  the  most  disloyal.  The  disloyalty 
and  discontent  in  America  arose  in  colonies 
where  the  gov’ernors  were  appointed  by  the 
Crown.  I  can  quite  conceive  that  the  time 
may  come  when  the  appointment  in  Eng¬ 
land  of  governors  for  the  colonies  will  be 
a  source  of  irritation,  and  more  likely  to 
cause  discontent  than  the  system  of  ap¬ 
pointing  governors  locally. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  It  has  cause<l  trouble 
already  ! 

Mr.  CLARK  :  It  is  a  possibility  which 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  might  well 
contemplate  in  his  intense  desire  to  keep 
up  tlie  connection  with  the  mother  coun¬ 
try,  fearful  as  he  is  of  anything  that  may 
happen  to  change  the  constitutional  rela¬ 
tions  of  Great  Britain  with  the  colonies. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  There  is  an  intense  desire 
on  the  part  of  some  people  to  get  rid  of 
the  connection  I 

Mr.  CLARK  ;  There  is  nothing  of  the 
kind  in  the  present  proi>osal.  The  simple 
object  is  that  the  people  of  each  colony 
shall  be  allowed  to  govern  themselves  in 
whatever  way  they  think  fit.  I  have 
more  faith  in  the  general  character,  in  the 
constitutional  instincts  and  traditions,  and 
in  the  wishes  of  the  i)eople  of  these  colo¬ 
nies  than  to  think  they  will  adopt  a  mode 
of  electing  their  governors  with  such  con¬ 
sequences  as  thehon.  member  haspredicted. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Why  not  leave  them  alone? 

Mr.  CLARK  :  We  are  leaving  them 
alone.  That  is  the  very  thing  we  wish  to 
do,  and  not  tie  them  down  to  the  present 
system  for  all  time. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  We  are  not  here  to 
propose  amendments  in  the  constitutions 
of  the  states  ! 


Mr.  CLARK:  We  are  not  propo.sing  any 
such  amendment.  We  have  already  taken 
away  from  the  separate  states  so  much  of 
their  power  that  their  relations  with  the 
mother  country  will  inevitably  be  changed 
hereafter.  Ko  man  in  his  senses  can  say  if 
this  constitution  is  adopted  that  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  sepai-ate  colonies  to  the  mother 
country  and  to  the  Crown  will  be  anything 
like  what  they  have  been  in  the  past.  We 
have  already  altered  the  relations  of  the 
colonies  to  the  Crown  by  whatwehavedone, 
supposing  this  Constitution  is  adopted  ; 
and  it  is  only  a  logical  conclusion  to  our 
labours,  only  a  necessary  supplement  to 
them,  to  add  this  clause,  which  says  that 
in  the  changed  relations  wliich  w'e  have 
created,  and  which  will  necessarily  arise 
under  this  constitution,  the  states  shall 
have  power  to  adapt  the  position  of  tlie 
executive  to  those  changed  relations. 

Mr.  BAKER :  It  appears  to  me  that  this 
clause,  and  also  clause  7,  are  not  only  un¬ 
necessary,  but  altogether  out  of  place.  We 
came  here  to  frame  a  federal  constitution, 
and  not  to  alter  the  constitutions  of  the 
states.  I  admit  that  w'e'  were  obliged  bv 
force  of  circumstances  to  refer  to  the  con¬ 
stitutions  of  the  states  in  some  particu¬ 
lars,  and,  perhaps,  to  alter  them  ;  but  why 
should  w’e  make  alterations  further  than 
is  absolutely  necessary?  It  seems  to  me 
altogether  outside  our  warrant  to  do  so. 
It  is  altogether  outside  the  purpose  for 
wffiich  we  came  here.  The  people  of  the 
different  colonies  are  quite  capable  of 
looking  after  themselves,  and  if  they  w^ant 
their  constitutions  altered  you  may  de¬ 
pend  upon  it  they  wdll  have  them  altered 
without  any  aid  from  us.  I  think  it 
wmuld  be  far  better  to  strike  the  clause  out 
Mr.  AD  YE  DOUGLAS  :  I  think  it 
must  be  w^ell  known  to  many  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Convention  that  this  is  a  fad 
of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Clark. 

!Mr.  Clark  :  Some  people  call  them  con¬ 
victions;  other  people  call  them  fads  i 
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Mr.  AD  YE  DOUGLAS:  We  know 
very  well  the  opinions  of  tlie  lion,  gentle¬ 
man  on  constitutional  subjects  ;  but  the 
simple  question  before  us  is  this :  Is  it 
necessary  to  insert  a  clause  like  tliis  in  the 
bill,  when  the  people  have  the  power  under 
their  existing  constitution  to  do  this  tiling 
if  they  like  ?  As  the  lion,  member,  Mr. 
Baker,  has  said,  we  started  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  we  would  not  interfere  further 
than  was  necessary  with  state  rights.  We 
are  now  asked  to  interfere  with  those 
rights.  It  is  like  the  Irishman  going 
along  with  his  coat  trailing  on  the  ground, 
asking,  “Who  will  tread  on  my  coat  Is 
it  desirable  to  throw  out  such  a  challenge'? 
Or,  it  reminds  one  of  the  story  of  the  Irish¬ 
man  who,  seeing  a  stone  lying  by,  said, 
“  There  is  a  stone  ;  but  don^t  throw  it  !  ” 
This  is  the  same  thing.  There  are  several 
other  clauses  which  have  gained  admission 
into  the  bill,  and  'which,  like  this  one,  are 
simply  the  fads  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Clark.  I  think  the  Convention  should  ad¬ 
here  to  the  intention  'with  which  it  started, 
to  insert  nothing  in  the  bill  interfering 
wnth  the  rights  of  the  states. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWRAITH  :  There 
is  no  doubt  a  great  deal  in  the  argument, 
that  this  does  not  necessarily  bring  about 
the  election  of  governors  in  the  different 
states.  But  I  look  upon  it  as  a  distinct  hint 
to  the  .states,  that  they  may  adopt  tlie  elec¬ 
tive  system  if  they  like.  It  is  an  invitation, 
in  fact,  to  the  states  to  change  the  present 
mode  of  the  appointment  of  governors.  If 
any  misfortunecould happen  to  the  colonies 
gi-eater  than  another,  it  would  be  that  they 
should  have  the  power  to  elect  their  own 
governors.  A  gi-eater  blow  could  not  be 
given  to  responsible  government  than  by 
the  election  of  governors  by  the  peoples  of 
the  states.  I  thoroughly  go  with  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Gillies,  in  his  proposal  to 
strike  out  the  clause,  becau.se  if  embodied 
in  the  constitution  it  would  serve  as  an 
invitation  to  the  states  to  act  in  a  particu- 
[3fr.  Adye  Douglas. 


lar  way,  and  I  do  not  want  the  states  to 
act  in  that  way.  What  the  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Gillies,  has  mk\  about  an  elected  go¬ 
vernor,  who  has  lived  his  life  amongst  us, 
is  perfectly  true.  Y'ou  cannot  have  two 
powers  in  a  state.  Y^ou  cannot  have 
a  responsible  ministry  and  a  governor 
keeping  his  thumb  on  that  responsible 
ministry  and  making  them  his  .servants. 
The  ministry  of  the  day  are  the  governors 
of  the  country.  I  desire  that  matters 
should  remain  in  that  position.  Ho  doubt 
under  the  present  system  there  are  difii- 
cultie.s.  The  hon.  member,  INIr.  Playford, 
instanced  a  case  that  occurred  in  Queen.s- 
land.  I  remember  that  ca.se  very  well. 
But  did  I  draw  the  conclusion  from  all 
that  took  place  at  that  time  that  it  'would 
be  better  to  resort  to  the  system  of  elec¬ 
tive  govemor.s,  or  the  appointment  of  a 
man  'vv'hom  w^e  knew  as  a  colonist  our¬ 
selves]  No.  No  man  in  the  colony  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  of  that  strife  w'as  more 
opposed  to  the  system  of  elective  gover¬ 
nors  than  I  was.  All  that  took  place 
on  tliat  occasion  'was  significant  enough. 
But  it  has  had  the  effect  of  making  the 
present  mode  of  appointment  possibly 
better  than  any  other.  All  we  object  to 
is  this.  We  saw  from  information  ob¬ 
tained  that  the  Government  were  likely  to 
commit  a  great  mistake  and  select  a  man 
as  governor — very  likely  through  ignorance, 
as  I  believe  it  was — whose  appointment 
w’ould  violate  the  moral  sense  of  tlie  whole 
community,  as  it  actually  did.  Then  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  Premier  to  tele¬ 
graph  to  the  home  Government  and  say 
that  if  they  were  advised  by  people  in  the 
best  position  to  advise  them,  they  were 
making  a  mistake  in  sending  out  a  go¬ 
vernor  to  the  colony  wliom  the  people  con¬ 
sidered  unfit  for  the  position.  The  Imperial 
Government  could  then  t«ake  only  one 
course,  and  that  was  to  follow  the  advice 
thus  tendered,  'which  they  did,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  they  will  always  do  so.  I  believe  we 
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ouglitto  know  who  is  going  to  be  appointed 
as  governor,  so  as  to  be  able,  if  we  wisli, 
to  make  a  protest. 

Mr.  Playford  :  Tliey  will  not  give  it ! 
Sir  THOMAS  McIL WRAITH  :  I  do 
not  believe  we  shall  ever  see  a  case  in 
w  hich  they  will  refuse  to  do  so.  They  did 
it  in  our  case.  They  drew  back  as  soon  as 
they  saw  they  had  made  a  mistake  ;  and  I 
think  if  the  home  Government  make  a  mis¬ 
take  in  an  appointment,  they  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  withdrawing.  But  do 
not  let  us  do  anything  to  raise  a  power  in 
the  state  against  the  responsible  minis¬ 
ters.  We  must  keep  the  power  of  the 
latter  intact ;  and  although  the  present  pro¬ 
posal  may  do  no  hann,  as  some  suggest,  I 
think  it  is  an  invitation  to  the  people  to  act 
in  a  wTOiig  direction,  and  for  that  reason 
I  shall  vote  against  the  clause. 

Mr.  THYNNE  :  In  listening  to  the 
arguments  against  this  clause  I  have  been 
struck  with  the  w^ant  of  tinist  displayed  in 
the  good  sense  of  the  people  and  those 
who  lead  them.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
colonies,  guided  as  they  have  been  by  such 
leaders  as  Mr.  Gillies,  Sir  Thomas  Mcll- 
wmith,  and  others,  are  not  likely  to  rush 
without  reason  into  any  sudden  change  in 
the  mode  of  appointing  their  governors.  I 
w’ould  venture  to  point  out  a  very  important 
consideration  in  dealing  w'ith  this  clause. 
We  have  had  from  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  Thomas  Mcllw^raith,  an  illus¬ 
tration  of  the  functions  wdiich  tlie  minis¬ 
try  of  the  federation  are  likely  to  have  to 
perform  in  the  future.  I  think  they  w’ill 
be  the  ministry  whom  in  the  future  the 
Crowm  is  most  likely  to  consult,  and  on 
whose  advice  the  Crowui  is  most  likely  to 
act  in  the  selection  of  the  governors  of  the 
different  colonies,  and  it  is  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  the  states,  if  at  any  time 
it  should  happen  that  the  pow’er  of  nomi¬ 
nating  the  state  governors  should  be 
abused,  that  they  should  have  power  to 
prevent  the  abuse  from  continuing.  That 


is  my  reason  for  believing  that  the  clause 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  the  states,  and  as  we  have  gone,  I  am 
afraid,  rather  far  in  the  opposite  direction 
hitherto,  I  trust  that  the  Committee  will 
leave  the  slight  protection  afforded  to  them 
by  the  clause  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  MACDONALD-PATERSON  :  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words  before  the 
que.stion  goes  to  a  division.  I  think  it  was 
very  unw’ise  to  insert  this  clause  in  a  draft 
bill  for  the  constitution  of  a  commonwealth 
at  all,  and  I  think  it  was  unwdse  on  the 
part  of  hon.  members  to  advocate  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  governors  of  the  different  states, 
as  some  hon.  gentlemen  have  done  during 
the  last  few*  weeks.  There  was  no  mandate 
given  to  the  members  of  the  Convention 
to  introduce  the  question  here  ;  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  if  it  had  been  mooted  at  all  as 
one  to  wdiich  we  w^ere  invited  to  give  our 
attention,  and  to  be  embodied  in  a  clause 
such  as  this,  many  of  the  delegates  here 
now  would  not  have  come  at  all,  because 
the  people  of  the  states  have  never  asked 
a  higher  authority  than  this  delegation 
to  discuss  and  decide  the  question.  Why 
should  we  take  upon  ourselves  the  duty  of 
providing  for  the  execution  of  the  func¬ 
tions  embodied  in  the  clause  when  the 
people  of  the  different  colonies  have  never 
referred  the  question  to  their  owni  parlia¬ 
ments  ?  To  be  consistent,  w^e  should  em¬ 
body  in  the  bill  a  provision  giving  the 
people  permission  to  elect  the  governor- 
general.  But  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Clark, 
asked,  ‘‘  Why  should  the  people  not  have 
this  power INIy  answer  to  that  is,  that  no 
state  in  Australia  has  ever  asked  for  it.  I  say 
emphatically  that  w’e  are  going  altogether 
outside  our  functions  in  attempting  to  dis¬ 
cuss  or  deal  with  this  question.  There  is 
another  point  to  wdiich  I  w  ish  to  draw’  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  member,  and  that  is, 
are  we  not  here  to  do  everything  w^e  can 
to  introduce  into  this  bill  all  matters  that 
wdll  foiwvai'd  federation  in  the  eyes  of  the 
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people,  and  to  exclude  every  item  that  will 
promote  dissention  and  perhaps  disaster  ? 
Jjut  I  hold  that  if  we  pass  the  clause  wo 
shall  set  the  people  by  the  ears,  because 
there  are  in  every  colony  doubtless  people 
who  advocate  such  a  clause  as  this  ;  but 
there  are,  on  the  other  hand,  those  who 
desire  to  leave  tilings  as  they  are,  and  we 
shall  endanger  the  acceptance  of  the  bill, 
the  fulfilment  of  our  aspirations  for  federa- 
tion,  and  the  consummation  of  our  hopes 
if  we  do  not  exclude  the  clause,  which 
will  result  in  the  strongest  dissension  in 
the  different  colonies.  I  sincerely  trust 
that  the  division,  if  it  takes  place,  will 
emphatically  indorse  the  observations  of  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Gillies,  and  others,  and 
show  to  Australia  that  we  have  no  desire 
whatever  to  disintegrate  their  existing 
constitutions  even  in  this  respect. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Various 
objections  have  been  made  to  this  clause, 
some  of  which  seem  to  me,  speaking  wdth 
gi-eat  respect  to  the  hon.  members  wdio 
expressed  them,  somewhat  imaginary.  The 
hon.  member  who  has  just  sat  down  seems 
desirous  to  leave  things  as  they  are.  So 
do  I ;  but  I  do  not  desire  to  compel  things 
to  be  left  as  they  are.  I  do  not  wdsh  that 
we  should  insist  that  there  is  so  much 
wisdom  with  us  that  vre  should  compel 
everything  to  remain  as  it  is.  I  contend 
that  we  should  give  every  facility  to  others 
to  alter  their  arrangements  if  they  think 
fit. 

Mr.  J.  Forrest  :  They  can  do  tliat  now  ! 
Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Yes,  but 
how  ?  With  the  assent  of  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Rritain.  Rut  have  we  not  main¬ 
tained  that  we  shall  not  want  the  help  of 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  when 
this  constitution  is  agreed  to  ? 

Mr.  Gillies  :  We  shall  require  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Great  Britain  to  pass  it  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Y'es,  and 
after  that  we  do  not  want  them  to  inter¬ 
fere  any  more,  and  those  who  think  with 
[  d/r.  M acdotia  Id- Paterson, 


me  are  following  a  consistent  view  when 
we  take  up  that  position.  That  being  so, 
what  are  w’e  to  do  witli  the  different  states  % 
A\  e  do  not  want  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  to  interfere  with  the  states" 
constitutions,  nor  do  we  want  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain  to  interfere  with 
them.  What  is  the  alternative  ]  They 
must  either  allow  tlieir  constitutions  to 
remain  stereotyped,  or  have  the  power  of 
altering  them  themselves,  subject  to  the 
Queen^s  veto. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Have  they  not  that  power 
now  ] 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Not  with¬ 
out  tlie  assistance  of  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  What  will  be  the  effect  of 
this  clause  ? 

Sir.SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  To  render 
it  unnecessary  for  them  to  go  to  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain  to  obtain  an  altera¬ 
tion  of  their  constitutions. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  If  they  did  it  for  one, 
they  would  do  it  for  all  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Exactly  * 
but  the  hon.  member  cannot  get  rid  of  the 
idea  that  we  are  still  to  be  in  leadinu- 
strings  and  not  go  alone. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  That  is  what  you  are  ask¬ 
ing  in  the  bill  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Once  and 
for  all.  There  are  only  two  ways  of  get¬ 
ting  rid  of  the  interference  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  either  by  revolu¬ 
tion  or  by  asking  the  British  Parliament 
to  give  us  leave  once  and  for  all  to  manage 
for  ourselves. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Revolution  is  very  well 
introduced,  and  in  great  tiiste  I 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 
member  would  retain  for  the  Imperial  Par¬ 
liament  the  power  to  deal  with  these  ques¬ 
tions.  But  the  constitution  will  bo  imper¬ 
fect  if  we  have  to  go  to  the  Imperial  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  obtain  permission  to  do  anything 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  proposed  that 
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the  state  should  ask  the  commonwealth  for 
])ermissioii  to  act  as  they  clioose  in  the 
matter,  because  that  would  interfere  with 
state  rights.  As  to  the  election  of  gover¬ 
nors  being  inconsistent  with  responsible 
government,  does  the  hon.  member  know 
that  responsible  government  has  been  going 
on  in  Europe  for  years  with  an  elective 
president  ? 

Mr.  Gillies  :  A  totally  different  state 
of  things  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GHIFFITH  :  Not  at  all 
in  principle.  The  question  is  whether 
elective  governors  are  inconsistent  with 
responsible  government.  No  doubt  there 
are  great  difficulties  with  every  system 
of  government ;  but  all  the  South  Ameri¬ 
can  republics  have  responsible  government 
with  elective  governors. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Are  they  not  nicely  go¬ 
verned  ] 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  That  is 
another  example  of  the  hon.  member’s  style 
of  argument.  Because  the  people  of  the 
South  American  states  from  their  disposi¬ 
tion  and  history  do  not  govern  themselves 
very  well,  that  is  put  down  to  the  fact  that 
they  have  elective  presidents  and  respon¬ 
sible  ministers ;  but  it  is  absurd  to  put 
the  two  things  down  as  effect  and  cause, 
especially  when  we  see  the  same  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  in  ojieration  on  the  continent  of 
Europe.  And,  as  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Clark,  pointed  out,  elective  governors  were 
found  in  America,  before  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  to  be  quite  consistent 
with  loyalty  to  the  Crown.  Hon.  mem¬ 
bers  seem  to  think  that  the  instances  that 
have  come  under  their  own  notice  are  the 
only  instances  in  history  ;  but  history 
shows  us  that  loyalty  does  not  depend  upon 
the  form  of  government.  Loyalty  is  a  sen¬ 
timent  which  will  exist  quite  irrespective 
of  the  form  of  government,  so  long  as  there 
is  connection  between  us  and  the  Crown. 
For  these  reasons  I  say  that  the  consti¬ 
tution  would  be  incomplete  without  a  pro¬ 


vision  of  this  kind,  becau.se  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  England  to  provide  a  change. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  :  Notwithstanding 
what  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
has  said,  I  consider  that  it  would  be  dia¬ 
metrically  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of 
this  country  if  we  sanctioned  or  invited,, 
as  we  do  by  this  clause,  the  parliaments, 
of  the  various  states  to  elect  their  own 
governors.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary,  to 
gentlemen  of  common-sense,  to give  at  length 
the  reasons  why  danger  w'ould  follow  that 
method  of  appointment.  We  all  know  that 
the  case  which  has  been  referred  to  is  an  ex¬ 
ceptional  one  which  ought  to  be  a  warning, 
to  us.  The  American  republics  and  tho 
American  states  are  on  a  different  platform 
to  that  of  these  colonies.  We  know  that 
pow’erful  families  exercised  commanding  in¬ 
fluence  in  those  states.  We  know  that  the 
representatives  of  those  families,  ashasbeen 
stated  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Clark, 
really  keep  the  governorships  as  heirlooms. 
There  is  really  little  danger  to  popular 
rights  so  long  as  appointments  of  that  kind 
are  made.  Here,  however,  Ave  absolutely 
give  an  invitation  to  the  various  states  to* 
alter  their  method  of  the  appointment  of 
governors,  and  to  proceed  at  once  to  election* 
Election  by  w’hat?  By  popular  vote  !  Elec¬ 
tion  at  certain  recurring  periods,  to  throw 
the  whole  country  into  confusion,  for  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Avhom  ]  For  the  appointment 
of  a  governor-general,  whoought  to  be  above* 
])arty  politics,  whose  best  efforts  ought  to 
be  devoted  to  reconciling  party  divisions, 
who  ought  not  to  be,  as  in  the  case  to- 
which  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  oNIunro,  re¬ 
ferred,  a  man  who  came  down  from  his^ 
lofty  position,  and,  enamoured  of  the  ap¬ 
plause  of  the  people,  became,  during  a 
wave  of  cyclonic  fury  Avhich  swept  over 
the  country  at  the  time,  instead  of  a 
governor,  a  paitisan.  The  home  Govern¬ 
ment  recognised  in  a  just  manner  the  grave 
fault  which  that  governor  committed,  and. 
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removed  him  from  his  high  position.  The 
effects  of  tlmt  man’s  mistake  have  not  yet 
been  wiped  away  from  that  colony.  It  is 
one  of  those  unhappy  remembrances  which 
I  am  sorry  have  been  referred  to  ;  but  it 
points  a  moral  in  this  case.  It  shows  us 
that  if  the  states  were  to  appoint  a  go¬ 
vernor  the  same  feelings  would  probably 
actuate  him.  Probaldy  he  would  forget, 
in  the  old  fire  of  party  feeling,  bis  position 
of  independence,  hispositionof  impartiality, 
and  take  sides  with  one  party  or  the  other, 
and  continue  the  existing  unhappiness  in¬ 
stead  of  doing  his  best  to  get  rid  of  it. 
The  invitation  contained  in  the  clause  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  amount  almost  to  a  direc¬ 
tion.  I  hold  that  there  is  a  tendency  in 
these  colonie.s,  to  which  we  cannot  close 
our  eyes,  of  advancing  further  and  further 
in  a  democratic  direction  ;  and  it  is  un¬ 
doubted  that  some  of  the  most  populous  of 
the  colonies  would  choose  this  form  of  the 
election  of  their  governors.  I  can  imagine 
nothing  which  would  be  more  prejudicial 
to  the  future  interests  of  the  country.  I 
sincerely  hope  the  advice  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Gillies,  will  be  taken,  and  that 
the  clause  w’ill  be  expunged.  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  the  one  blot  upon  the  bill.  As 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  has 
stated,  we  give  no  direction  j  we  merely 
leave  the  matter  open.  Amongst  men  of 
common-sense  we  know  what  this  invita¬ 
tion  amounts  to,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  will  be  availed  of.  Let  us  go  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament  for  any  change  in  the 
method  of  the  appointment  of  governors. 
If  the  will  of  the  people  preponderates  in 
favour  of  a  change,  the  Parliament  of 
England  will  not  object.  Let  u.s  not,  how- 
e\er,  excite  party  feeling  ;  but  let  us  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  path  which  has  brought  us 
happiness,  and  which  has  not  interfered  with 
the  freedom  of  the  people  of  the  colonies. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  The  clause,  as  it  stands  in 
the  bill,  is  a  necessary  sequence  of  the 
clauses  which  precede  it.  The  Convention 
[d/r.  Fitzgerald. 


has  deliberately  taken  away  the  rights 
of  the  states  one  by  one.  We  have  de¬ 
nuded  the  individual  colonies  of  their 
rights  and  liberties,  and  have  reduced 
various  .states,  if  the  bill  becomes  law,  to 
the  position  of  municipalitie.s.  Surely  we 
should  have  the  right  to  elect  our  own 
mayor-s,  because  that  is  what  the  governors 
will  be.  They  wdll  not,  indeed,  hold  such 
a  responsible  position  as  does  the  Mayor 
of  Sydney  at  the  present  time.  The  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Gillies,  was  very  hard  upon 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  Henry  Parke.s,  in 
the  satirical  speech  which  he  delivered. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  I  paid  him  a  great  com¬ 
pliment  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  know  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  paid  him  a  compliment ;  but  it  was  a 
left-handed  one.  The  idea  of  trotting  out 
the  hon.  member.  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  as  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  governor  of  a 
state  is  a  downright  outrage  on  that  gen¬ 
tleman’s  feelings.  He  has  no  idea,  if  I 
can  judge  his  character  aright,  of  occupy¬ 
ing  such  a  position  as  the  governor  of  a 
state,  who,  by  the  preceding  clau.ses  of  the 
bill,  is  reduced  to  a  position  of  utter  in¬ 
significance.  I  fancy,  if  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  aspires  to  anything  at  all,  he  aspires 
to  the  position  of  governor-general.  I 
think  I  am  near  the  mark  in  gauging  the 
feelings  of  the  President  of  the  Convention 
when  I  say  that  nothing  short  of  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  governor-general  will  suit  his  high 
ambition.  Of  course  we  know  very  well 
that  there  is  another  appointment  which, 
in  due  time,  he  will  go  for,  and  that  is  tJie 
position  of  president  of  the  new  republic ; 
but  to  taunt  him  in  the  meantime  wdlli 
aspiring  to  the  position  of  governor  of  a 
state,  a  position  which  will  be  rendered 
exceedingly  paltry  by  the  removal  of  the 
whole  of  the  rights  of  the  states,  is  an  in¬ 
sult  for  which  I  think  the  hon.  member 
who  committed  it  ought  to  apologise.  I 
trust  the  hon.  President  will  accept  in 
sincerity  rny  gauge  of  his  character,  that 
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lie  aspires  to  the  highest  position  this  coun¬ 
try  will  ever  give,  and  that  lie  will  take 
office,  in  due  time,  as  governor-general, 
with  the  title  of  Baron  Hampton. 

Captain  BUSSELL  :  There  is  one  point 
to  which  I  should  like  to  draw  attention. 
I  thoroughly  disagree  witli  those  delegates 
who  have  spoken  of  the  clause  as  a  logical 
sequence  of  the  previous  clauses  of  the  bill. 
It  seems  to  me,  as  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  who  has  an  equally  bal¬ 
anced  mind,  has  said,  that  if  it  is  desirable 
that  the  states  should  elect  their  own  go¬ 
vernors,  the  governor-general  of  Australia 
should  also 'be  elected.  I  venture  to  say 
that  this  is  an  indication  to  the  people  of 
the  various  colonies  that  the  method  of 
appointing  governors  at  present  is  unsatis¬ 
factory,  because,  if  it  is  satisfactory,  what 
is  the  necessity  of  drawing  the  attention 
of  the  people  to  that  which  they  have 
already  in  their  power,  if  they  cl  loose  to 
exercise  it. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No,  they  have 
not  ! 

Captain  BUSSELL  :  I  am  one  of  those 
who  see  no  objection  to  referring  import¬ 
ant  matters  to  the  Imperial  Parliament ; 
but  I  cannot  lielp  thinking  that  it  is  un¬ 
desirable  that  we  should  be  obliged  to 
refer  many  matters  to  the  Imperial  Par¬ 
liament.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  are 
to  remain  a  part  of  the  great  British  Em¬ 
pire,  it  is  undesirable  that  we  should  by 
any  means  weaken  that  respect  for  the 
Queen,  which,  I  believe,  must  come  about 
by  our  seeking  to  elect  her  representative ; 
because,  if  we  are  to  elect  our  own  go¬ 
vernors,  the  fountain  of  honor  and  power 
will  be  removed  from  the  Queen  and 
centred  in  the  people  of  the  various  colo¬ 
nies  ;  and  I,  for  one,  do  not  believe  that 
that  is  the  wish  throughout  the  colonies. 
In  the  colony  which  I  represent,  and  pro¬ 
bably  throughout  Australia,  there  is  a  fer¬ 
vent  belief  in  the  principle  of  one  man  one 
vote  ;  but  if  we  proceed  in  the  direction 


of  electing  the  governors  by  the  people, 
Ave  shall,  according  to  my  idea,  make  a 
distinctly  retrograde  step.  Any  advan¬ 
tages  wdiicli  may  accrue — and  I  do  not  say 
they  will  be  all  advantages — from  the  adoj)- 
tion  of  the  principle  of  one  man  one  vote 
will  be  distinctly  imperilled  if,  in  addition 
to  that  principle,  w-e  have  one  dictator 
into  the  bargain.  So  sure  as  we  have, 
under  the  ordinary  system  of  responsible 
government,  a  governor  elected  by  the 
whole  of  the  people,  he  will  cease  to  be  a 
governor  in  the  sense  in  which  we  now 
regard  the  word,  and  he  wdll  become,  in 
a  short  time,  an  absolutely  irresponsible 
dictator,  who  will  override  the  wishes  of 
the  people,  and  who  will,  I  believe,  sooner 
or  later,  bring  about  a  disturbance  of  that 
true  government  of  tlie  people  by  the  people 
which  is  so  desirable. 

Question — That  the  clause,  as  read, 
stand  clause  8  of  the  bill — put.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  divided  : 


Ayes,  20;  noes,  19  ;  majority,  1. 
Ayes. 


Bird,  Mr. 

(rriffith.  Sir  Samuel 

Bray,  Sir  John 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Clark,  Mr. 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Cockburn,  Dr. 

Munro,  ^Mr. 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Play  ford,  Mr. 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Downer,  Sir  John 

Smith,  Colonel 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Siittor,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 

Thynne,  Mr.  W.  D. 

Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 

Noe.s. 

Hackett,  Mr. 

Baker,  Mr. 

Lot  on,  Mr. 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Macdonald-Paterson  Mr 

Cuthbert,  Mr. 

Marmion,  Mr. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Adye 

Mcll wraith,  Sir  Thomas 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

McMillan,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Moore,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  J. 

Russell,  Captain 

Fysh,  Mr. 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Clause  10.  A  member  of  the  senate  or  house 
of  represeutative-s  shall  not  be  capable  of  being 
chosen  or  of  sitting  as  a  member  of  any  house  of 
the  parliament  of  a  state. 
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Mr.  BIRD  :  I  should  like  to  raise  the 
question  whether  a  member  of  either  the 
senate  or  the  house  of  representatives 
•ought  to  be  disqualified  from  being  chosen 
as  a  member  of  the  parliament  of  a  state. 
It  is  all  veiy  well  to  say  that  he  shall  not 
sit ;  but  T  do  not  think  that  we  ought  to 
prevent  him  from  being  chosen  whilst 
holding  a  seat  as  a  member  of  either  the 
senate  or  the  house  of  representatives. 
Desiring  a  seat  in  the  local  parliament  he 
might  think  it  desirable  to  offer  himself 
as  a  candidate,  and  I  do  not  think  that  we 
ought  to  prevent  him  from  doing  so.  It 
will  be  quite  sufficient,  I  apprehend,  if  we 
provide  that  he  shall  not  at  the  same  time 
«it  as  a  member  of  both  houses.  I  there¬ 
fore  move  : 

That  the  clause  be  amended  by  omitting  the 
words  “  being  chosen  or  of.” 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  This 
matter  w’as  discussed  by  the  committee, 
who  Avere  of  opinion  that  members  of  the 
senate  and  the  house  of  representatives 
•ought  not  to  become  candidates  for  seats 
in  their  own  local  legislatures. 

Mr.  Playford  :  I  think  not ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  That  is 
how  I  understood  the  opinion  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  My  own  individual  opinion  does 
not  agree  Avith  this  provision  at  all ;  but 
that  is  neither  here  nor  there.  I  am  going 
to  stand  by  the  bill.  It  is  provided  by 
the  next  clause  that  if  a  member  of  a  state 
parliament  is  elected  to  the  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth  with  his  own  consent, 
3iis  seat  is  to  become  vacant.  The  theory  is 
that  he,  being  a  member  of  the  parliament 
of  the  commonwealth,  may  not  offer  him¬ 
self  as  a  candidate  for  a  state  parliament. 
You  cannot  prevent  a  man  from  being 
nominated.  If  a  man,  Avdth  his  own  consent, 
were  put  up  as  a  candidate  and  Avere 
•elected,  that  would  be  inconsistent  with  his 
retaining  his  seat  in  the  state  parliament. 
But  it  is  proposed  by  the  amendment  to 
allow  a  member  of  the  senate,  nevertheless. 


to  be  chosen  as  a  member  of  one  of  the 
houses  of  parliament  of  the  state.  What 
will  happen  then  1 

Mr.  Bird  :  He  resigns  his  seat  in  the 
senate,  and  takes  his  seat  in  the  state 
legislature  I 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  There  is 
nothing  to  say  that  he  shall  do  so. 

Sir  Joux  Bray  :  He  will  not  be  allowed 
to  sit ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  He  would 
not  be  allowed  to  occupy  both  seats.  If 
he  w^ere  incapable  of  sitting,  there  w’ould 
be  a  petition  against  him,  his  seat  would 
be  declared  vacant,  and  the  election  Avould 
simply  be  Avasted.  I  am  arguing,  of  course, 
other  people^s  views,  for  I  do  not  believe 
in  this  restriction  at  all. 

ISIr.  PLAYFORD  :  So  far  as  I  recollect, 
the  committee  did  not  intend  to  prevent  a 
man,  simply  because  he  Avas  a  member  of 
either  the  senate  or  the  house  of  represen¬ 
tatives,  from  standing  for  a  constituency  of 
a  state  parliament  or  vice  versd  ;  but  that 
AA’hen  he  Avas  elected  he  would  have  to  re¬ 
sign  his  position  as  a  member  of  either  the 
federal  or  the  local  parliament.  If  hon. 
members  read  the  clause  Avhich  has  j  ust  been 
quoted  by  the  hon.  and  learned  member, 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  they  Avill  see  that  that 
idea  is  certainly  carried  out  in  that  clause, 
which  says  that  if  a  member  of  a  house 
of  the  parliament  of  a  state  is  with  his 
own  consent  chosen  as  a  member  of  the 
parliament  of  the  commonw’ealth,  he  must 
resign  Ins  former  position.  The  clause 
was  worded  purposely  in  that  way,  so  that 
a  man  should  not  be  compelled  to  give  up 
his  position  in  the  local  legislature  until 
he  Avas  elected  to  the  federal  parliament ; 
and  I  understood  that  clause  10  Avas  in¬ 
tended  to  carry  out  the  same  idea — that 
is,  that  if  a  man  who  happened  to  be  a 
member  of  either  the  senate  or  the  house 
of  representatives  chose  to  stand  for  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  parliament  of  any  state,  ho 
should  not  be  compelled  to  resign  his  posi- 
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tion  in  the  senate  or  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  as  the  case  raiglit  be,  until  he 
was  elected  to  the  state  parliament ;  but 
that  when  so  elected,  he  would  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  resign  his  other  seat. 

An  lloN.  Member:  This  clause  com¬ 
pels  him  to  resign  his  seat  in  either  the 
senate  or  the  house  of  representatives  be¬ 
fore  being  chosen  as  a  member  of  a  state 
parliament  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD:  Yes.  But  if  the 
hon.  gentleman  will  look  at  clause  11,  he 
will  see  that  the  member  is  not  compelled 
to  resign  his  seat  until  chosen  as  a  member 
of  the  federal  parliament,  and  clause  10 
should  be  worded  similarly.  As  a  member 
of  the  committee,  that  is  what  I  under¬ 
stood  was  the  wording  of  the  clause.  We 
did  not  intend  to  compel  him  to  give  up 
one  position  until  he  was  elected  to  the 
other,  but  that  when  elected  to  the  state 
parliament,  he  should  give  up  his  position 
in  the  senate  or  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  ;  or,  if  elected  to  the  federal  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  should  give  up  his  position  in 
the  local  parliament. 

Mr.  ADYE  DOUGLAS :  I  think  the 
hon.  meml:)er,  Mr.  Playford,  is  confound¬ 
ing  the  two  clause.s.  One  clause  relates 
simply  to  the  senate  and  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  and  the  other  to  the  local  par¬ 
liament  only.  It  was  discussed  a  good 
deal  in  the  committee,  who  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  if  a  man  is  in  the  senate, 
or  the  house  of  representatives,  he  must 
resign  his  seat  in  that  house  before  he 
can  contest  an  election  for  a  seat  in  a  shite 
parliament,  and  if  he  is  chosen  without  his 
consent,  he  will  have  to  resign  the  other 
seat.  The  two  clauses  are  entirely  separ¬ 
ate  and  distinct  from  each  other ;  one  does 
not  infringe  in  any  shape  or  form  on  the 
other. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  If  it  is 
proposed  that  the  election  of  a  senator,  or 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
to  a  local  parliament,  shall  turn  him  out 


of  the  senate  or  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  the  proper  place  to  put  that  in  is  in 
the  part  dealing  with  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth — not  here  at  all.  The  in¬ 
tention  of  this  provision  is  plain  enough — 
that  a  member  of  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  shall  not  become  a  candi¬ 
date  for  a  seat  in  a  state  legislature. 

Mr.  Bird  :  Why  should  he  not? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  feel 
a  diflficulty  in  arguing  this  question,  be¬ 
cause  I  do  not  believe  in  the  principle  at 
all  ;  but  still  the  committee  were  almost 
unanimously  of  that  opinion,  and  I  want,  . 
therefore,  to  make  the  bill  consistent.  If 
we  are  going  to  make  that  a  disqualifica¬ 
tion — and  it  is  really  a  disqualification — of 
members  of  the  senate  or  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  this  is  not  the  place  to  do  it. 
The  proper  way  would  be  to  strike  out 
this  clause,  and  put  in  a  clause  in  that  part 
of  the  bill  corresponding  w'ith  clause  11. 
The  words  should  be  the  same  in  both 
cases,  if  that  is  what  w^e  mean,  and  the 
proper  language  is  that  in  clause  1 1  ;  but 
then  a  clause  similar  to  that  should  be  put 
in  in  Part  i  of  the  bill,  if  that  is  what  is 
intended.  I  can  look  upon  it  impartially. 

I  do  not  believe  much  in  these  restrictions ; 
but  if  they  are  to  be  in,  I  believe  the  way 
we  have  it  is  the  fairest — that  a  man  who 
is  chosen  from  a  state  parliament  to  the 
federal  parliament  loses  his  seat,  and  can¬ 
not  get  his  seat  back  until  he  ceases  to  be 
a  member  of  the  federal  legislature. 

!Mr.  Playford  :  We  never  intended 
that ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  That  is 
what  I  understood  was  the  intention. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  There  are  two  ques¬ 
tions  involv€Kl,  one  is  the  idea  contained 
in  clause  10,  wdiich  sets  out  that  a  member 
of  the  senate  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be¬ 
come  a  member  of  a  state  legislature  so 
long  as  he  is  a  senator.  The  idea  was 
that  they  should  not  go  down — that  they 
might  go  up  ;  but  if  they  did  go  up,  and 
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'vvere  elected  to  tho  senate,  they  should 
cease  to  be  members  of  the  stiite  parlia¬ 
ment. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY :  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  miglit  prevent  a  member  of  the 
senate,  wliose  time  is  just  expiring,  from 
offering  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the 
house  of  representatives.  Suppo.sing  there 
are  two  elections  coming  on  almost  to¬ 
gether,  and  he  is  a  little  doubtful  as  to 
whether  he  will  be  elected  to  the  senate 
again,  and  he  decides  to  offer  himself  for 
the  local  parliament,  why  should  he  not  be 
allowed  to  do  so  ?  I  think  that  if  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  will  consent 
to  make  the  clause  read  in  the  same  form 
as  clause  11  it  will  meet  all  we  wish. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  ;  It  should  be  in 
the  other  part  of  the  bill ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  AVe  cannot  put  it 
in  there  very  well. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  We  shall  have 
to  recommit  the  bill  1 

Hoy.  Members  :  Ko ! 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  This  is  not  the 
place  for  it.  This  is  dealing  with  the 
states ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY:  If  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Bird,  will  withdraw’  his  amend¬ 
ment  for  a  time  I  shall  propose  to  make  the 
clau.se  read  in  the  same  form  as  the  other. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  Postpone  the  clause  ! 

Sir  SAMXJEIj  GRIFFITH  :  I  would 
point  out  that  this  clause  is  dealing  with 
states  and  state  legislature.s,  and  that  to 
put  in  a  disqual ideation  of  senators  here 
would  be  absurd.  We  have  dealt  wdth  that 
in  one  part  of  the  bill.  Any  one  looking 
to  the  constitution  to  see  the  disqualifica¬ 
tion  of  senators  will  look  to  that  part  of 
the  constitution,  and  not  here. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  Under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  I  think  it  w^ould  be  best  to  strike 
out  the  clau.se  altogether. 

Mr.  Clark  :  No  ;  postpone  it ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  No  ;  it  w’ould  be 
better  to  strike  it  out.  Then,  on  the  under- 
[Mr.  Gillies. 


standing  that  the  hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel 
Grilhth,  will  take  an  opportunity  to  recom¬ 
mit  the  bill,  a  new  clause  can  be  put  in. 
If  we  are  going  to  strike  it  out  afterwards, 
w’hat  is  the  use  of  postponing  it  ?  None 
of  us  agree  to  it  as  it  is,  so  we  had  bettor 
strike  it  out. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  hope  wesliall  have  no 
recommittal  of  the  bill,  because  if  w^e  do 
w’e  shall  not  get  home  for  another  month. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  wish  to 
know  wdiat  the  Committee  want?  I  really 
do  not  know  what  the  opinion  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  is.  One  or  tw’o  w’ant  no  disqualifi¬ 
cation,  others  want  a  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  to  be  eligible  forelection, 
but  that  if  elected  he  shall  lose  his  seat, 
while  another  view’  is  that  he  shall  not  be 
eligible  at  all.  Which  is  it  to  be  ? 

Sir  Joiiy  Bray  :  We  shall  soon  test 
that  ! 

Sir  SxVMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  We  had 
better  test  the  question  on  the  w’ords 
“  chosen  or.” 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  Personally  I  do  not 
believe  in  any  disqualifications  at  all.  lam 
quite  willing  to  excise  both  clauses,  and  to 
let  the  people  of  the  states  elect  them  if 
they  think  fit  as  members  of  one  house  or 
the  other. 

Mr.  Gillies:  And  be  members  of  both 
houses  ? 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  Yes,  if  the  electors 
choose  to  elect  them.  Failing  that,  this 
is  what  I  want  to  do.  I  do  not  w’ant  to 
disqualify  a  man  from  standing  wdiile  he 
is  a  member.  All  I  want  to  say  is  that 
now  you  have  been  chosen  you  shall  resign 
the  former  position  you  held  as  a  legis¬ 
lator  for  the  whole  country.  I  want  to 
limit  the  effect  of  it  as  much  as  possible. 
Personally,  I  am  quite  willing  to  vote 
against  this  clause,  and  the  succeeding 
clause. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  In  order  to  test 
the  feeling  of  the  Committee,  as  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  suggests,  I 
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sliall  move,  if  the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Bird, 
Avill  withdraw  his  amendment,  to  insert 
the  word  ‘‘  If  ”  at  the  beginning,  with  a 
^  iew  to  make  the  clause  read  as  follows  : — 

If  a  meml>er  of  the  senate  or  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  shall  be  chosen  as  a  member  of  the 
parliament  of  a  state,  his  scat  in  the  senate  or 
house  of  representatives  sliall  become  vacant. 

Mr.  BIRD  :  I  am  quite  willing  to  with¬ 
draw  my  amendment,  because  I  believe 
that  in  order  to  attain  the  object  we  have 
in  view,  it  will  be  better  to  have  clause 
10  read  in  harmony  with  clause  11.  If 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  is 
agreeable  to  put  it  in  in  the  proper  place, 
I  think  it  will  make  the  bill  more  har¬ 
monious,  and  secure  the  objects  which  I 
think  the  majority  of  this  Convention 
have  in  view. 

Mr.  Munro  :  No  ! 

Mr.  BIRD  :  The  hon.  member  says  no. 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  am  going  for  the  bill  as 
it  stands  ! 

Sir  J OHN  Bray  :  It  is  wrong  ! 

Mr.  BIRD  :  I  should  be  sorry  to  think 
that  the  hon.  member  would  prevent  a  man 
who  may  have  one  or  two  years  still  to  run 
as  a  member  of  the  senate  from  standing 
as  a  candidate  for  a  seat  in  the  local  legis¬ 
lature  if  he  desired  to  change  his  position. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Let  him  resign  if  he  wants 
to  go  into  the  other  ! 

Mr.  BIRD  ;  He  may  hold  some  position 
in  the  government  of  the  commonwealth 
or  of  a  state,  and  be  unwilling  to  give  up 
one  until  he  secures  the  other. 

Mr.  Munro:  Why  should  he?  You 
give  him  double  pay  ! 

Mr.  BIRD  :  Double  pay  !  He  cannot 
hold  the  two  offices  togethep.  As  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  J ohn  Bray,  is  asking  for  the 
very  same  thing  as  I  am,  and  as  the  method 
he  has  adopted  will  I  am  sure  secure  that 
end  better,  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw-  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  May  I  be  allowed  to 
say  that  the  hon.  gentleman  does  not  take 
3  K 


another  view-  of  the  case  which  it  appears 
to  me  is  worthy  of  consideration  ?  A  gen¬ 
tleman  who  may  be  a  member  of  the  senate 
may  not  desire  or  care  to  go  in  for  a  seat 
in  the  lower  branch  of  the  legislature ;  but 
somebody  else  may  be  standing  wdio  he  is 
determined  shall  not  have  a  w  alk-over,  and 
so  he  retains  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the 
senate,  and  contests  the  other.  I  do  not 
believe  in  that  proceeding.  If  they  really 
desire  to  descend  from  the  high  position 
they  occupy  in  the  senate,  and  think  they 
can  be  of  greater  use  in  one  of  the  state 
legislatures,  let  them  resign  their  seats. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think 
the  bill  as  it  stands  will  give  the  greatest 
satisfaction ;  that  is  the  conclusion  at 
wdiich  I  have  arrived. 

Tlie  Chairman  :  Is  there  any  objection 
to  the  w’ithdraw’al  of  the  amendment  of 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Bird  1 

Mr.  Gillies  :  I  object ! 

Amendment  negatived. 

Question — That  the  clause  as  read  stand 
clause  10  of  the  bill — put.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  divided  : 

Ayes,  25;  noes,  10;  majority,  15. 


Ayes. 


Baker, 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 

Burgess,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Clark,  Mr- 

Loton,  ^Ir. 

Cuthbert,  Mr. 

Mclhvraith,  Sir  Thomas 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Mc^Iillan,  Mr. 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Moore,  Mr, 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

Munro,  Mr. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Adye 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Downer,  Sir  John 

Bussell,  Captain 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Butledge,  Mr. 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Smith,  Colonel 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 

Thy  line,  Mr. 

Noes. 

Bird,  Mr. 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Bray,  Sir  John 

Hackett,  Mr. 

Cockbum,  Dr. 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Forrest,  ^Ir.  J. 

Marmioii,  ^Ir. 

Fysh,  Mr. 

Play  ford,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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Clause  11.  If  a  member  of  a  house  of  the  jmr- 
liameut  of  a  state  is,  with  his  own  consent, 
chosen  as  a  member  of  either  house  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  commonwealth,  his  place  in  the  first 
mentioned  house  of  parliament  shall  become 
vacant. 

Mr.  KINGSTON:  I  must  protest 
against  the  passing  of  this  clause.  We 
have  hitherto  professed  an  anxiety  to  avoid 
any  unnecessary  interference  with  the  con¬ 
stitutions  of  the  states,  and  this  clause 
seems  to  me  to  err  in  the  direction  of 
interfering  with  those  constitutions  with¬ 
out  any  cause  whatever.  The  clause  pro¬ 
vides  that  if  a  member  of  one  of  the  local 
houses  of  parliament  is  chosen  a  member 
of  either  house  of  parliament  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  his  seat  shall  become  vacant. 
As  far  as  South  Australia  is  concerned, 
we  have  specified  in  our  Constitution  Act 
various  circumstances  leading  to  the  dis¬ 
qualification  of  a  member.  These  are  com¬ 
mon  to  similar  provisions  in  other  consti¬ 
tution  acts  of  the  Australian  colonies.  We 
declare  that  if  a  member  of  either  branch 
of  the  legislature  shall  become  bankrupt 
or  insolvent,  or  shall  become  a  public 
defaulter,  be  attainted  of  treason,  be  con¬ 
victed  of  felony  or  any  other  infamous 
crime,  or  become  of  unsound  mind,  his 
seat  in  the  legislature  shall  thereby  be¬ 
come  vacant.  It  is  proposed  by  this  clause 
to  declare,  in  addition  to  these  various 
disc^ualifications,  that  of  the  election  of  a 
member  to  the  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth.  Why  should  we  do  that  ?  Where 
is  the  necessity  for  any  such  interference  ? 
If  the  states  desire,  let  them  make  the  amend¬ 
ment  themselves.  We  have  given  them  the 
fullest  powers  with  reference  to  alterations 
of  their  constitutions.  Why  should  we 
prevent  them  from  exerci.sing  those  powers 
in  such  a  way  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit  ? 
For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  would  be  a 
great  pity  if  we  were  to  do  anything  which 
might  have  the  effect  of  preventing  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  local  legislature  from  sibtijig  also 
in  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth. 


Ausiraiia  Bill, 

Mr.  Baker  :  Or  being  elected  governors 
besides  ! 

Mr.  KINGSTON  :  There  are  objections 
perhaps  to  that  course  which  do  not  apply 
to  the  matter  now  under  discussion.  We 
surely  do  not  wish  to  reflect  in  any 
way  upon  the  status  hitherto  occupied  by 
members  of  the  local  legislatures.  I  have 
heard  on  various  occasions  in  this  Conven¬ 
tion  expressions  of  an  anxiety  to  keep  the 
local  legislatures  and  the  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth  in  touch.  I  believe 
that  was  the  chief  reason  which  led  to  the 
adoption  of  the  plan  whereby  the  senate 
is  to  be  elected  by  the  two  houses  of  the 
local  parliaments.  Surely  if  you  are  de¬ 
sirous  of  keeping  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  and  the  [»ar]iaments  of  the 
states  in  touch  you  are  not  adopting  a  pro¬ 
vision  which  will  have  that  effect  when 
you  say  that  no  man  shall  sit  in  the  two- 
parliaments.  If  the  local  legislatures  are 
satisfied  that  their  members  should  be 
elected  to  the  parliament  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  why  should  they  not  ?  Why  not 
leave  it  to  them  to  determine  the  ques¬ 
tion  from  time  to  time  as  to  them  may 
seem  most  desirable  1  As  our  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  has  from  time  to  time  put  it,  why 
should  we  assume  to  ourselves  all  the 
wisdom  necessary  for  finally  deciding  this 
question  1  Why  should  we  in  a  matter 
that  can  fairly  be  left  to  the  decision  of 
the  states,  say  that  we,  in  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  have  considered  it  to  such  an  extent 
that  we  shall  not  permit  the  states  to 
deal  with  the  question  ;  but  shall  lay  it 
down  once  and  for  all  that  any  member 
of  a  local  parliament  wljo  may  be  elected 
to  the  parliament  of  the  coin mon wealth 
shall  thereby -vacate  his  seat.  Surely  it 
is  a  matter  in  which  the  local  legisla¬ 
tures  are  chiefly  interested,  and  why  should 
they  not  have  the  power  of  dealing  with 
it  ?  I  hope  the  clause  will  be  rejected.  If 
the  states  parliament  consider  that  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  commonwealth  parliament  shall 
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be  a  disqualification  they  can  pass  a  law 
to  that  effect,  as  they  have  already  done  in 
the  Cline  of  certain  other  events  which  are 
held  to  disqualify  a  man  from  sitting  in  a 
local  parliament.  Why  should  we  say, 
without  consulting  the  states,  that  the 
more  fact  of  an  additional  honor  beingr 

o 

conferred  on  a  member  of  a  local  parlia¬ 
ment,  by  Lis  election  to  the  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth,  shall  disqualify  him 
from  sitting  in  the  state  parliament,  and 
that  during  the  whole  term  of  his  office 
the  state  shall  be  prevented  from  availing 
itself  of  his  valuable  services  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  and  management  of  them  local  affairs  ? 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  14,  A  state  shall  not,  without  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth, 
impose  any  duty  of  tonnage,  or  raise  or  main¬ 
tain  any  military  or  naval  force,  or  impose  any 
tax  on  any  land  or  other  property  belonging  to 
the  commonwealth. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  My  atten¬ 
tion  has  been  called  by  one  of  my  col¬ 
leagues  to  the  fact  that  there  are  no  corre¬ 
sponding  words  in  the  bill  prohibiting  the 
commonwealth  from  taxing  state  lands. 
In  order  to  remove  that  objection,  I  move  : 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
clause  : — “  nor  shall  the  commonwealth  impose 
any  tax  on  any  land  or  property  belonging  to  a 
state.” 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Is  it  contemplated  that  in 
the  case  of  Crown  land  belonging  to  the 
states,  that  land  may  be  taxed  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  It  will 
prevent  that  being  done. 

Amendment  agreed  to  ;  clause,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  18.  Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given 
in  each  state  to  the  laws,  the  public  acts,  and 
records,  and  the  judicial  proceedings  of  every 
other  state. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
agreed  to  : 

That  the  words  **  in  each  state”  he  omitted 
with  a  view  to  insert  the  words  “  throughout  the 


commonwealth,”  and  that  the  words  “every 
other  state”  be  omitted  with  a  view  to  insert  the 
words  “  the  states.” 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

CHAPTER  VI.— NEW  STATES. 

Clause  1  (Admission  of  existing  colonies  to 
the  commonwealth). 

Colonel  SMITH  :  Is  it  not  desirable 
that  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth 
should  have  the  power  to  state  the  condi¬ 
tions  upon  which  any  colony  that  does  not 
join  now  may  join  hereafter  ?  I  would  sug¬ 
gest  that  words  be  added  at  the  end  of  the 
clause  to  the  effect  that  if  any  colony  does 
not  think  proper  to  join  the  federation  at 
first,  it  should  only  be  permitted  to  come 
in  afterwards  on  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth 
may  determine.  The  condition  of  affairs 
may  be  altogether  altered  when  other  colo¬ 
nies  may  wish  to  join,  and  if  they  stand 
out  now  to  suit  their  convenience,  it  is 
only  fair  that  the  federal  parliament  should 
have  power  to  impose  conditions  in  future. 

I  would  suggest  for  the  consideration  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  member,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  wdictber  we  should  not  add  at  the 
end  of  the  clause  the  words,  “on  sudi 
terms  and  conditions  as  parliament  may 
determine.” 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  The  pro¬ 
per  way  would  be  to  leave  the  clause  out 
altogether;  then  the  next  clause  would 
govern  the  matter.  But  I  think  we  under¬ 
stand  that  we  are  dealing  with  all  the 
existing  colonies  of  Australia.  That  all 
will  accept  the  constitution  at  once  is  not 
to  be  expected.  I  i*ecognise  the  force  of 
what  the  hon.  member  says ;  but  if  it  is 
desired  to  impose  a  limit,  we  had  better 
say  ten  ye^rs,  or  something  like  that. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  And  impose  new  condi¬ 
tions  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  And  im¬ 
pose  new  conditions.  I  think  it  would  be 
a  mistake. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  (Alteration  of  limits  of  states) 
verbally  amended  and  agreed  to. 
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CHAPTER  VTlI.~AMENI>Mi:\T  OF  THE 
CONSTITUTION. 

The  provisions  of  this  Constitution  shall  not 
be  altered  except  in  the  following  manner : — 
Any  law  for  the  alteration  thereof  must  be 
passed  by  an  absolute  majority  of  the  senate 
5  and  house  of  representatives  and  shall  there¬ 
upon  bo  submitted  to  conventions,  to  be 
elected  by  the  electors  of  the  several  states 
qualified  to  vote  for  the  election  of  memljers 
of  the  house  of  representatives.  The  conven- 
10  tions  shall  be  summoned,  elected,  and  held 
in  such  manner  as  the  parliament  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  prescribes  by  law,  and  shall,  when 
elected,  proceed  to  vote  uiK)n  the  proposed 
amendment.  And  if  the  proposed  amend- 
1 5  ment  is  approved  by  conventions  of  a  majority’’ 
of  the  states,  it  shall  become  law,  subject 
nevertheless  to  the  Queen's  power  of  disallow¬ 
ance.  But  an  amendment  by  which  the  pro¬ 
portionate  representation  of  any  state  in  either 
20  house  of  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth 
is  diminished  shall  not  become  law  without 
the  consent  of  the  convention  of  that  state. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  Some 
doubt  has  been  expressed  whether  the 
words,  ‘^proportionate  representation  of 
any  state  in  either  house  of  the  paidia- 
mentof  the  commonwealth  is  diminished,” 
sufficiently  cover  the  case  of  the  minimum 
number  of  members  for  any  state.  I  am  not 
quite  sure  that  they  do.  We  .say  that  the 
minimum  number  for  any  state  shall  be 
four.  The  point  should  not  be  left  open 
for  argument.  It  may  be  advisable  to  put 
in  the  words,  “  or  the  minimum  number  of 
representatives  of  a  state  in  the  hou.se  of 
representativas.”  I  suggest,  however,  that 
the  word.s,  “  or  minimum  number  of  re¬ 
presentatives  of  any  states  in  the  house  of 
representatives,”  be  inserted  after  the  word 
commonwealth,”  line  20. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  should  like  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  the  manner  in  which  the  con¬ 
stitution  is  to  be  amended.  First  of  all, 
there  must  be  an  absolute  majority  of  the 
two  houses.  That  is  right  enough  ;  but 
when  the  matter  is  referred  to  the  conven¬ 
tions  it  is  a  majority  of  the  states.  That 
gives  the  states  on  two  occasions  tlie  power 
of  vetoing  the  action  of  the  representatives 


of  the  people.  The  people  arc  represented 
as  a  wliole  in  the  first  chamber  only.  The 
states  in  tlie  senate  can  veto  tlic  action  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  wlien  you 
go  into  con  vent  ions  you  treat  them  as  states 
again.  I  do  not  think  that  that  is  a  proper 
princiide.  I  think  that  in  a  matter  of  that 
sort  numbers  ought  to  have  some  weight 
in  the  federal  convention.  According  to 
this  clause  it  will  not  be  so.  j\Iy  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  matter  by  a  com¬ 
munication  from  my  learned  colleague  in 
Melbourne,  who  points  out  that  by  this 
proposal  a  minority  will  have  the  power 
of  veto  twice. 

Mr.GILLIES:  Tliequestion  asdiscussed 
in  the  Constitutional  Committee  was  that 
an  amendment  of  the  constitution  was  a 
very  serious  matter.  Each  state  comes 
into  the  constitution  on  a  basis  contained 
in  the  constitution  to  be  agreed  to  by  the 
various  colonies,  and  subsequently  passed 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament.  Any  altera¬ 
tion  of  that  constitution  may  be  a  ver^' 
serious  thing  to  one  or  more  of  the  states, 
and  the  states  would  naturally  contend 
that  as  they  had  made  a  bargain,  entered 
into  an  agreement — a  written  agreement 
without  which  they  would  not  have  entered 
the  federation  at  all — no  j^art  of  that  agree¬ 
ment  ought  to  be  lightly  set  aside,  and 
that  it  ought  to  require  the  greatest  con¬ 
sideration,  not  only  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  as  represented  in  the  conventions, 
but  a  majority  of  the  state  representatives 
as  representatives,  otlierwise  a  state  might 
say,  “  You  are  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution  of  such  a  serious  and  im¬ 
portant  character  affecting  us,  that  wo 
never  would  have  joined  this  federation 
if  we  had  known  that  such  a  course  would 
have  been  taken.”  I  think  that  amending 
the  constitution  is  a  most  serious  matter, 
and  til  at  no  state  ought  to  be  compelled 
to  submit  to  an  amendment  of  the  con- 
.stitution  wlien  it  has  not  a  right  to  with¬ 
draw  from  that  constitution,  certainly  not 


Alcstralia  Bill, 


88^ 


[8  April,  1891.] 


Commonwealth  of 

to  amendments  which  would  really  press 
improperly  upon  its  state  rights.  The 
committee  felt  every  precaution  ought  to 
be  taken  that  before  an  amendment,  it 
may  be  of  a  fundamental  character,  affect¬ 
ing  two  or  three  states,  was  pennitted,  the 
sanction  should  be  obtained  of  a  majority 
of  the  states  which  had  come  into  the 
convention  under  a  certain  written  agree¬ 
ment —  that  that  agreement  should  not 
be  overturned  without  a  majority  of  the 
states  affected  concuiTing  in  the  course 
ado2)ted.  That  was  the  view  wliich  obtained 
in  the  Constitutional  Committee,  and  I 
think  it  is  not  unfair. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Whilst  it  is  not  unfair 
to  give  the  states  power  of  veto  in  this 
direction,  under  this  clause  we  are  giving 
them  the  power  twice. 

Mr.  Baker  :  Each  state  gets  the  same 
power  twice ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Yes.  But  the  people  as 
a  whole  only  get  the  power  once.  Sup¬ 
pose  that  an  amendment  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  is  proposed  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  and  by  a  bare  majority,  which  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  the  number  that  is  present  at 
the  time,  a  certain  amendment  is  carried. 

An  Hox.  MEiiBER  :  It  must  be  an  abso¬ 
lute  majority  of  the  House  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  They  may  have  an  abso¬ 
lute  majority  of  the  members  present. 

An  Hon.  Member:  No;  of  the  whole 
house  1 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Wliat  I  want  to  point 
out  is  this  :  Suppose  that  an  amendment 
which  seriously  affects  the  larger  colonies, 
is  made  inadvertently.  They  have  no 
power  to  protect  themselves,  because  once 
the  amendment  goes  to  the  other  cham¬ 
ber  a  majority  of  the  states  decides  the 
matter,  and  then  when  it  comes  to  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  people  it  is  referred  to  con¬ 
ventions,  in  which  they  vote  as  states  again, 
so  that  tlie  power  of  numbers  does  not 
tell ;  if  a  mistake  is  made  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance  tliepeoplehaveno  power  toremedy  it. 


Mr.  Ct’TiiBERT  :  Who  appoints  tlie  con¬ 
ventions  % 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  The  convention.s,  it  is 
true,  are  ap^winted  by  the  electors  ;  but 
they  count  as  sbites  only. 

Mr.  CuTiiHERT  :  But  tliey  are  chosen  by 
the  people  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  What  I  want  to  point 
out  is  this  :  that  in  dealing  finally  with  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution,  Western 
Australia,  with  45,000  people,  will  have 
an  equal  voice  witli  New  South  Wales, 
with  a  population  of  1,250,000,  and  it  will 
have  an  equal  voice  also  in  the  senate. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  The  hon.  gentleman  over¬ 
looks  this  part  of  the  clause  : 

The  conventions  shall  be  summoned,  elected, 
and  held  in  such  manner  as  the  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth  prescribes  by  law,  and  shall, 
when  elected,  proceed  to  vote  upon  the  proposed 
amendment. 

He  will  see  that  the  whole  matter  is  to  be 
determined  by  the  fedeml  parliament. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  But  the  clause  provides 
further  on  that  the  conventions  shall  vote 
by  states.  It  does  not  matter  how  the 
conventions  are  appointed,  the  final  result 
is  that  the  states  vote  as  states  on  any 
amendment  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Passed  by  a  majority  of 
the  two  houses — the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  and  the  senate,  in  which  is  con¬ 
tained  representatives  of  the  states  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO :  That  is  what  I  am  point¬ 
ing  out.  Tlieie  is  no  referendum,  such  as 
exists  in  Switzerland — that  is,  a  reference 
to  the  people — but  there  is  to  be  a  majority 
of  the  states  in  two  instances.  In  the  first 
instance  I  admit  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  has  power  to  deal  with  the  matter ; 
but  that  chamber  can  only  vote  once  oh  the 
question,  whereas  the  states  vote  twice. 

Mr.  Gillies:  There  must  be  a  clear 
majority  ! 

Mr.  'MUNRO  :  I  admit  that  in  the  first 
instance  there  must  be  a  majority  of  tlie 
representatives  of  the  people ;  but  the 
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states  have  a  clear  majority  in  the  senate, 
and  again  they  have  a  clear  majority  in  the 
decision  of  the  matter  by  the  conventions. 
8o  that  the  states  as  .states  vote  twice  and 
the  people  only  once. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  The  hon.  gentleman  for¬ 
gets  that  the  people  represented  in  the 
commonwealth  as  electors  vote  in  the  first 
instance  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  there  must  be  a  clear  majority  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  J  quite  admit  that  there 
must  be  a  clear  majority  in  the  house  of 
representatives  in  the  first  instance  ;  but 
surely  the  hon.  gentleman  must  see  that 
while  the  clear  majority  of  the  people  vote 
only  once,  the  clear  majority  of  the  states 
vote  twice.  I  really  cannot  undei'staiid 
why  the  hon.  gentleman  cannot  see  that 
the  referendum  is  not  to  the  people  of  the 
commonwealth  as  a  whole,  but  to  the  states. 

Mr.  Gillies:  In  the  first  instance 
through  the  house  of  representatives  it  is  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  admit  that.  Rut  sup¬ 
pose  a  mistake  is  made  by  the  house  of 
representatives,  then  the  states  vote  once 
in  the  senate  and  again  by  conventions. 

Mr.  Kingston  :  The  hon.  gentleman 
wants  a  reference  to  the  whole  of  the 
people  of  Australia  in  one  convention  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  Yes. 

Mr.  Baker  :  ‘Come  into  my  parlour,’ 
said  the  spider  to  the  fly  ”  ! 

Mr.  MUNRO.*  Surely  in  an  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  constitution  the  same  power 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  people  as  a  whole 
as  is  given  to  the  states  separately. 

All  Hon.  Member  :  The  reference  is 
only  for  ratification  ! 

Mr,  MUNRO  :  I  admit  that  j  but  I 
contend  that  it  should  be  a  reference  to 
the  people,  and  not  to  the  states.  If  hon. 
members  are  willing  that  the  clau.se  should 
go  a.s  it  i.s  I  shall  not  interfere.  I  am  only 
calling  attention  to  what  I  conceive  to  be 
the  injustice  of  the  proposal  to  refer  the 
question  to  the  people  and  not  give  them 
the  power  of  deciding  it. 

[J/r.  Munro, 


Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  do  not  think  the 
Committee  attaches  to  the  argument  of 
my  hon.  friend  the  weight  to  which  it  is 
entitled.  The  clause  as  it  stands  enables 
the  states  to  pass  a  verdict  twice  upon 
any  proposed  reform  of  the  constitution, 
and  they  have  tJierefore  any  advantage 
that  may  arise  from  a  second  voice  in 
addition  to  their  first  voice.  That  is  to 
say,  the  question  being  as  to  whether  it  is 
in  the  interests  of  the  states  as  states  to 
pass  a  particular  reform  they  have  first 
their  vote  in  the  state  house,  the  senate, 
and  they  have  also  their  vote  in  the  state 
conventions. 

Mr.  Play  FORD  :  Which  are  elected  by 
the  people  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  That  does  not  aftect 
the  issue.  The  conventions  are  elected  by 
the  people,  but  according  to  this  clause 
their  votes  only  count  by  states.  What 
the  Premier  of  Victoria  suggests  is  this  : 
that  suppose  seven  colonies  join  the  feder¬ 
ation,  and  a  certain  amendment  of  the 
constitution  is  carried  in  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  against  the  will  of  three  of 
the  most  populous  colonies.  It  is  true 
that  cannot  be  done  without  the  consent 
of  the  majority  of  the  representatives,  in¬ 
cluding  a  large  number  of  represenbitives 
of  those  three  colonies  ;  but  my  hon. 
friend  supposes  an  instance  in  wliich  a 
reform  is  carried  through  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  with  the  consent  of  a  certain 
number  of  representatives  of  the  larger 
colonies,  but  against  the  will  of  the  people 
of  the  larger  colonies.  It  then  [masses  to 
the  senate,  which  accepts  it  with  satisfac¬ 
tion.  Then  it  goes  to  the  conventions,  and 
the  four  smaller  states  approve  of  the 
amendment,  perhaps  by  very  small  ma¬ 
jorities,  while  the  three  larger  states,  by 
overwhelming  majorities,  endeavour  to 
reject  it.  IVIy  hon.  friend  says  that  in  such 
a  case  the  numerical  majority  is  altogether 
ignored,  that  not  only  might  the  number 
of  votes  recorded  against  the  amendment 
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be  immensely  greater  in  the  larger  states, 
hut  the  majorities  by  which  it  was  nega¬ 
tived  in  those  states  might  be  more  than 
a.11  the  votes  cast  in  its  favour  in  the  other 
states,  and  yet  the  amendment  would  be 
carried.  Desiring  as  we  do  to  protect 
«tate  rights  in  every  possible  way,  it  is 
fairly  open  to  argument  as  to  whether 
this  is  not  a  little  too  much  safeguard. 
How  to  adjust  the  balance  it  would  be 
hard  to  say  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 
It  might  be  suggested — though  it  is  only 
a  suggestion  on  the  spur  of  the  moment — 
that  if  a  proposal  for  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution  originated  with  the  house 
of  representatives,  the  present  plan  that 
gives  the  states  two  opportunities  of  re¬ 
jecting  it  might  be  adopted  ;  but  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  reform  originated  in  the 
senate  it  would  only  be  fair  to  enact  that, 
in  addition  to  the  safeguard  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  the  numerical  majority 
of  votes  recorded  should  decide  the  issue, 
and  not  the  number  of  states.  I  do  not 
think  the  suggestion  is  w^orth  very  much, 
but  the  plan  would  be  more  equitable  than 
that  which  is  at  present  projx>sed,  because 
as  the  clause  stands  a  reform  originating 
in  the  senate  in  the  interests  of  a  states- 
rights  party — if  there  ever  is  a  states-rights 
party — antagonistic  to  the  larger  colonies, 
if  it  could  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  w^ould  be  sure  to  be 
carried  by  the  conventions,  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  reform  w  hich  the  house  of 
representatives  desired  to  see  passed,  after 
it  had  run  the  gauntlet  of  both  houses, 
w’ould  be  rejected  by  the  conventions  of  the 
states.  The  point  is  worth  considering. 

Mr.  DONALDSON:  I  think  the  best 
remedy  for  this  would  be  to  make  the 
majority  two-thirds  in  the  fii'st  instance. 
That  is  the  principle  laid  down  in  the 
American  Constitution.  Not  only  must  a 
reform  of  the  constitution  be  carried  by  a 
majority  of  tw’o-thirds  of  each  house,  but 
also  by  a  majority  of  the  states. 


Mr.  Deakin  :  That  would  not  help  this 
point ! 

Mr.  DONALDSON:  The  illustration 
given  by  the  hon.  gentleman  just  now  is 
most  improbable,  and  it  is  hardly  w'orth 
our  while,  at  this  late  hour,  to  discuss  the 
question  at  any  great  length. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  It  is  very  improbable  ! 
Mr.  DONALDSON  :  Therefore  I  think 
it  is  hardly  worth  our  while  to  take  up 
time  writh  it  in  this  w’ay.  For  my  own 
})art,  I  w'ish  to  make  the  amendment  of 
the  constitution  as  difficult  as  possible. 
When  the  states  have  once  entered  into 
federation  in  good  faith,  I  think  their  in¬ 
terests  ought  to  be  safeguarded,  so  that 
no  amendments  may  be  made  in  the  con¬ 
stitution  in  the  future  which  would  pre¬ 
judice  them.  At  the  same  time,  I  am 
prepared  to  take  the  bill  as  it  is,  believing 
that  any  amendrhent  in  the  future  will 
be  desirable,  and  not  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  any  state. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  The  clause  does  not 
carry  out  what  I  think  was  agreed  upon 
in  the  Constitutional  Committee,  namely, 
that  before  any  amendment  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  could  be  made  we  should  not 
only  have  a  majority  of  the  states,  hut  also 
a  majority  of  the  people  in  its  favour.  I 
understood  that  that  principle  was  em¬ 
bodied  in  the  clause ;  but,  on  reading  the 
clause  through,  I  find  that  it  is  not  con¬ 
tained  in  it.  It  appears  to  me  w^orthy  of 
consideration  whether  we  should  not  insist 
that  before  any  amendment  of  the  consti¬ 
tution  shall  be  made,  there  must  be,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  a  majority  of  the  states,  a  majority 
of  the  people  in  its  favour. 

Mr.  Fysh  :  Does  the  hon.  member  mean 
the  people  of  each  state  ? 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  No;  a  majority  of 
the  w’hole  of  the  people.  1'he  people  of 
the  states  are  ahvays  agreed  to  wdiat  the 
house  of  representatives  may  determine 
on  their  behalf,  and  if  you  had  no  doubt 
about  the  mind  of  the  i>eople,  there  w^oukl 
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be  no  necessity  to  refer  the  question  from 
the  house  of  representatives  to  the  people 
themselves.  But  in  the  remission  of  tlie 
question  to  the  people  of  the  common- 
Avealtl),  you  want  to  get  the  view  of  the 
people  of  all  the  states,  and  not  the  views 
of  their  representatives  in  the  house  of 
representatives. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  And  the  hon.  member 
would  sacrifico  the  colony  ! 

Mr.  PLAY  FORD  :  I  am  not  prepared 
to  sacrifice  any  colony,  but  I  desire  to  look 
after  the  interests  of  the  people  quite  as 
much  as  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the 
states. 

An  Hox.  Member  :  This  is  a  double 
check ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  Yes,  and  I  want  to 
liold  the  balance  equal.  I  think  my  action 
here  has  shown  that  I  am  not  led  away 
by  any  desire  to  unfairly  protect  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  smaller  as  against  the  larger 
states.  I  want  also  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  larger  as  against  the  smaller  states, 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  double  check 
is  necessary. 

Mr.  Gillies:  The  danger  is  all  the 
other  way  ! 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  do  not  think  it 
is.  The  Swiss  Constitution,  which  has 
worked  exceedingly  well,  provides  that  any 
alteration  in  it  shall  be  effected  only  by 
an  expression  of  the  views  of  the  majority 
of  the  states  and  also  of  a  majority  of  the 
l>eople.  But  this  clause  certainly  does  not 
carry  out  that  idea.  It  leaves  it  entirely 
to  the  Convention  or  the  states  to  say 
wliether  the  constitution  shall  or  shall 
not  be  altered.  I  think  with  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Munro,  that  the  Swiss  pro¬ 
vision  ought  to  be  embodied  in  the  clause,  so 
that  in  addition  to  a  majority  of  the  states 
there  might  also  be  a  majority  of  the  people. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  I  trust  the  clause  will 
not  be  pa.ssed  without  some  little  further 
consideration.  The  proposition  of  the  lion, 
member  is  one  winch  I  should  have  made 
[-3/r.  Play  ford. 


myself,  or,  rather,  which  I  was  consider¬ 
ing,  but  for  the  obvious  objection  to  me 
that  it  fulfils  too  much  the  idea  of  the 
hon.  member,  Mr.  Donaldson,  of  making 
reform  almost  impossible.  I  take  it  that 
one  of  the  first  principles  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  is  that  we  present  it  to  the  several 
colonies,  not  as  a  conqdete  constitution, 
but  as  one  which  they  can  make  complete ; 
not  as  a  constitution  necessarily  adapted 
to  their  needs  and  desires,  but  one  which 
they  can  themselves  adapt  to  those  needs 
and  desires.  The  amendment  of  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Playford,  is  fair,  and  the 
only  possible  objection  that  can  be  raised 
against  it  is  that  it  makes  the  carry¬ 
ing  of  amendments  in  the  constitution 
extremely  difiScult.  But  the  question  is 
whether  that  is  not  desirable  in  order  that 
the  amendments  that  are  carried  may  be 
equitable.  The  proposal  that  was  carried 
in  the  Constitutional  Committee,  and  com¬ 
mended  to  the  Convention,  was,  that  first 
a  majority  of  the  states,  and  then  of  the 
whole  of  the  people,  be  required  before  any 
amendment  be  carried.  The  matter  ought 
not  to  be  lightly  passed  over,  nor  should 
there  be  an  acceptance  or  a  rejection  of 
the  clause  without  debate. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  There  is  some  misap¬ 
prehension  about  this  matter.  It  is  said 
that  there  shall  be  a  majority  of  the  states, 
and  then  of  the  people  ;  but  in  the  house 
of  representatives  there  is  a  majority  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Munro  :  No.  Representatives  very 
often  vote  against  their  promises.  We 
w^ant  to  refer  the  question  to  the  people ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  The  people  elect  their 
representative.s.  We  ought  to  remember 
that  they  are  not  delegates.  They  are 
elected  by  the  people  to  do  the  people^s 
work  in  the  way  tliey  think  advantageous 
to  the  commonwealth.  And  who  are  the 
others  that  are  to  be  elected  to  the  con¬ 
vention  ?  Are  they  not  in  the  same  posi¬ 
tion — elected  by  the  people  ?  Does  tlie 
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hon.  member  desire  to  apply  tlie  same  ob¬ 
servation  to  tliein  as  lie  does  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  house  of  representatives  %  But 
are  they  more  the  representatives  of  the 
])eople  than  the  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives  ]  Not  at  all.  They  will 
represent  the  people  in  tlie  .same  way  and 
to  the  same  number,  neither  more  nor  less. 

Mr.  Munro  :  No ;  the  hon.  member 
does  not  understand  the  position  at  all  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  We  shall  never  under¬ 
stand  the  hon.  gentleman’s  position.  A 
man  is  elected  to  the  .senate  on  one  sub¬ 
ject  only,  while  a  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  is  elected  on  several 
subjects,  though  he  represents  the  people 
just  the  same.  The  second  representation 
to  the  convention  is  no  different.  The 
members  all  represent  the  people  who  arc 
on  the  electoral  roll  and  qualified  to  vote 
for  the  election  of  members  to  the  house 
of  representatives. 

Mr.  Munro  :  The  people  vote  as  states  ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  In  addition  to  this,  the 
people  vote  as  states. 

Mr.  Munro  :  They  only  vote  as  states ! 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  There  are  not  two  elec¬ 
tions  so  far  as  the  states  are  concerned ; 
there  is  only  one  election,  that  is  to  the 
senate.  The  other  is  a  distinct  election 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  and  to 
conceive  that  the  representatives  of  the 
two  large  states  are  going  to  combine  to¬ 
gether  for  the  purpose  of  ruining  one  of 
the  other  sUUes  is  ridiculous.  They  will 
re2)resent  such  a  tremendous  majority  in 
the  house  of  representatives  that  it  is  in¬ 
conceivable  that  they  would  adopt  such  a 
course. 

Sir  GEOEGE  GREY  :  I  think  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Gillies,  has  entirely  mis¬ 
understood  the  question. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  I  have  misunderstood  all 
the  hon.  member’s  questions ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY:  And  I  have 
misunderstood  all  those  of  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman — or  rather,  I  believe  I  have  not 


misunderstood  them,  but  have  fathomed 
them.  I  deny  that  those  in  the  Chamber 
of  Representatives  in  New  Zealand  re2)re- 
sent  the  joeople  there,  and  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  knows  in  his  own  heart  that  that 
is  so  in  Victoria.  He  cannot  deny  it. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  I  do  deny  it ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  The  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  would  deny  anything  if  he  denies  that ! 

Mr.  Gillies  :  I  return  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber’s  compliment ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  assert  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  the  system  of  plural  voting 
jorevailing - 

Mr.  Gillies  :  At  it  again  1 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Yes ;  I  am  en¬ 
deavouring  to  destroy  wdiat  I  believe  to  be 
one  of  the  greatest  abuses  in  existence. 
Every  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  cover 
it  from  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 
The  hon.  gentleman  stated  here  one  day 
that  notliing  could  exceed  the  libenility  of 
tlie  Constitution  of  Victoria — that  it  was 
impossible  to  conceive  of  anything  more 
liberal.  Well,  I  can  conceive  of  something 
more  liberal,  and  I  contend  that  it  is  most 
illibei*al,  and  that  the  people  are  not  re¬ 
presented  in  any  way  whatever.  I  stand  up 
here  and  say  that  to  claim  that  in  the  young 
commonwealth  of  Australia  the  persons 
in  the  chamber  of  representatives  will  re¬ 
present  the  people  is  an  unfair  way  of 
putting  the  statement  before  the  public, 
because  they  represent  only  capital  in  point 
of  fact.  It  is  well  known  to  all  hon.  gen¬ 
tlemen  present  that  in  some  of  the  states 
there  is  no  fair  rejiresentation  at  all.  It 
approaches  it  more  nearly,  perhaps,  in 
Victoria,  in  Van  Diemen’s  Land,  in  South 
Australia,  and  in  New  Zealand,  than  it 
does  in  any  other  place ;  but,  still,  in  Vic¬ 
toria  there  is  no  fair  representation  of  the 
people  at  the  present  day.  Some  persons 
can  exercise  seven  or  eight  votes  at  an 
election  as  against  one  vote  of  another  man. 
Can  it  be  said  that  the  people  are  fairly 
represented  under  such  circumstances  1  It 
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is  property  that  is  represented  ;  not  people, 
.not  individual  living  men,  not  individual 
interests  of  families,  of  wives,  and  of  cliil- 
<iren,  but  the  bare  soil  of  the  earth.  That 
is  what  is  represented  ;  that  is  to  say, 
territory  is  represented ;  the  land  is  re¬ 
presented. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  That  statement  is  not 
well-founded  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY:  Then  there  is 
no  solid  foundation  of  anything  in  the 
world.  I  say  that  the  representation  is  a 
representation  of  the  dry  and  senseless  soil ; 
and  that  human  beings,  who  liave  such 
:great  interests  at  stake,  are  not  represented 
at  all.  The  term  “chamber  of  representa¬ 
tives”  is  used,  but  they  represent  the  soil 
of  the  earth,  and  do  not  represent  real 
living  human  beings,  upon  a  fair  scale. 
That  is  the  point,  and  I  contend  that  we 
ought  not  to  be  led  away  by  sU\tements  of 
that  kind,  but  that  we  ought  to  face  the  ac¬ 
tual  difficulties,  tell  the  actual  truth  to  the 
people  of  the  commonwealth  of  Australia, 
a,nd  not  lead  them  to  believe  they  a  re  fairly 
represented,  and  that  they  have  one  of  the 
most  liberal  constitutions  in  the  world.  It 
is  quite  evident  that  when  the  chamber  of 
representatives  is  got  together  upon  tlie 
basis  of  property,  or  upon  the  basis  of 
amall  pieces  of  land,  of  which  one  indi¬ 
vidual  holds  a  great  many,  and  has  a  vote 
for  each,  that  what  is  actually  repre.sented 
is  property. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  That  is  not  so  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Well,  one  is  con¬ 
founded  absolutely.  Here  is  a  plain,  cer¬ 
tain  fact  in  existence.  Does  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  deny  that  what  gives  the  vote  i.s 
property,  and  not  human  beings  1  Can  he 
•deny  that  1 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Certainly  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  Well,  I  main¬ 
tain  directly  the  opposite,  and  I  will  main¬ 
tain  it  against  the  hon.  gentleman  upon 
his  own  ground  in  Victoria.  I  will  main¬ 
tain  it  against  him  at  a  public  meeting, 
[*S^ir  George  Grey, 


and  I  wdll  guarantee  to  a  certainty  that  I 
w  ill  carry  the  wliole  meeting  wdth  me  to  a 
man,  and  no  one  will  liave  the  audacity  to 
stand  up  and  say  that  it  is  human  beings 
alone  that  are  represented,  and  that  the 
dry  soil  of  the  earth  is  not  tlie  true  thing 
which  is  repre.sented.  I  contend  that  we 
ought  always  to  fairly  put  that  point  be¬ 
fore  tlie  people  of  the  country,  and  especi¬ 
ally  before  the  British  Parliament.  Let 
them  know  the  true  state  of  the  case 
liere.  Let  the  whole  thing  be  fairly  put 
before  them  by  tlie  people  of  New  Zealand, 
if  the  representatives  of  tbe  people  of  New 
Zealand  will  not  do  it.  The  only  reason 
wdiy  they  will  not  do  it,  if  they  do  not  do 
it,  is  because  New  Zealand  is  not  fairly 
repre.sented.  I  contend,  therefore,  that 
what  we  are  now  asking  for  is  not  to 
oppress  the  states;  but  to  deliver  the  states 
from  the  dominancy  of  capital — to  let  the 
people  of  the  states  walk  forth  as  free 
men — to  let  each  man  have  the  right  to  one 
vote  ;  and,  being  thus  truly  represented, 
let  us  do  that  which  a  large  number  of  us 
are  anxiously  trying  to  do  in  this  bill;  but 
do  not  let  us  conceal  from  the  people  wdiat 
the  actual  facts  are.  I  shall  certainly  sup¬ 
port  the  clause  as  it  is.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  perfect  by  any  means  ;  but  I  believe  it 
is  fairer  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
than  the  contrary  proposal  would  be. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  think 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  force  in  the  con¬ 
tention  of  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro. 
Tliere  is  a  |X)ssibility  that  an  amendment 
of  the  constitution  might  be  carried  against 
tlie  wish  of  a  majonty  of  the  people  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  Playford  :  It  was  never  intended, 
though  ! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  was 
never  intended.  How  would  this  form  of 
words  meet  the  difficulty  ? 

And  if  the  proposed  amendment  is  approved 
hy  the  conventions  of  a  majority  of  the  states, 
and  if  the  people  of  the  states  whose  conventions 
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approve  of  the  amendment  are  also  a  majority 
of  the  people  of  the  commonwealth,  the  proposed 
amendment  shall  become  law'. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  One  objection  to  that 
might  be  that  the  hon.  member  has  fixed 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  common* 
wealth.  Is  that  necessary  ?  The  hon. 
member,  I  presume,  means  a  majority  of 
those  who  vote.  Is  it  necessary  to  require 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  common- 
wealth  ?  If  the  occasion  is  considered  to 
be  one  of  sufficient  importance  to  send  a 
majority  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  polls, 
it  would  certainly  be  equally  satisfactory 
and  equally  in  accordance  with  the  rule  of 
the  majority  if,  instead  of  the  last  words  of 
the  amendment,  the  hon.  member  substi¬ 
tuted  a  majority  of  those  w'ho  vote  at 
the  polls.” 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  hon. 
gentleman  will  see  that  w'hat  he  suggests 
is  mixing  up  the  idea  of  a  plebiscite  wdth 
the  idea  of  a  representative  body.  Nobody 
might  oppose  it,  and  in  some  of  the  states 
all  the  members  of  the  Convention  might 
be  elected  unanimously.  How  would  you 
deal  wdth  the  matter  then  ? 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Does  the  hon.  member 
mean  that  a  majoiity  of  the  people  of  the 
commonwealth  must  vote  on  one  side  or 
the  other! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  As  the 
clause  stands,  it  means  the  conventions  of 
the  majority  of  the  states.  Say  there  are 
four  states.  If  these  four  states  com¬ 
prise  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  then  the  amendment  becomes 
law  ;  but  if  these  four  states  are  the  four 
smaller  states,  and  the  conventions  of  the 
larger  states  disapprove,  then  it  would  not 
become  law,  and  I  do  not  think  it  ought. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Does  the  hon.  member 
think  that  form  of  words. is  quite  clear! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  It  counts 
dimply  the  number  of  people  in  the  states  j 
that  is  the  basis  of  representation  in  this 
bill  altogether.  The  words  I  have  sug¬ 
gested  meet  the  objection,  I  think. 


Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  They  meet  the  objec¬ 
tion  in  a  clumsy  manner ;  because  hon. 
members  will  see  that  the  Convention, 
wdiich  may  absolutely  approve,  so  far  as 
an  individual  state  is  concerned,  or  disap¬ 
prove  of  the  proposed  alteration,  as  the 
case  may  be,  may  have  only  a  majority  of 
one,  and  may  comprise  only  an  exceed¬ 
ingly  small  majority  of  the  people  of  that 
state.  I  maintain  that  this  clause  is  based 
on  a  mistake  altogether.  It  would  have 
been  a  great  deal  better  to  adopt  the  Swiss 
mode  of  referring  alterations  of  tlie  consti¬ 
tution  to  the  people  than  to  adopt  this 
mode  of  conv^ention,  because  in  this  mode 
of  convention  you  can  never  ascertain  cor¬ 
rectly  the  views  of  the  people.  You  only 
ascertain  the  views  of  the  men  wdio  have 
been  elected  members  of  the  convention. 
The  Swiss  system  is  a  far  preferable  one. 
Under  that  system  you  must  have  a  ma¬ 
jority,  in  the  first  instance,  of  the  people 
of  all  the  states  combined ;  and  you  must 
have  a  majority  of  the  electors  in  more 
than  half  the  states  with  you  at  the  same 
time.  Thus  on  the  one  hand  you  have 
state  interests  conserved,  and  on  the  other 
hand  you  have  the  interests  of  the  people 
as  a  w'hole  conserved.  If  you  refer  such 
mat  id's  as  an  alteration  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  to  a  convention,  you  are  met  at  once 
with  this  difficulty  :  that  you  cannot  tell 
exactly  how  your  people  vote ;  because,  in 
one  state,  the  proposal  may  be  carried  by  a 
very  small  majority,  which,  with  a  large 
minority  added  by  another  state,  may 
altogether  upset  your  calculations.  With 
regard  to  conventions,  you  never  can  cal¬ 
culate  as  to  the  number  of  the  people  ; 
but  only  as  to  the  majority  of  individual 
states.  That  is  all  you  can  do.  Y ou,  there¬ 
fore,  cannot  combine  the  two  principles  that 
are  combined  in  the  Swiss  mode  of  deciding 
these  matters.  The  whole  clause,  as  I  con¬ 
tended  in  committee,  is  founded  on  a  wrong 
principle.  The  principle  of  having  con¬ 
ventions  to  decide  whether  an  alteration 
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of  the  constitution  should,  or  should  not, 
be  adopted  is  not  nearly  so  good  as  tlie 
system  which  they  have  in  Switzerland, 
where  the  alteration  must  be  submitted  to 
the  vote  of  the  people,  and  also  to  the  vote 
of  the  majority  of  the  states,  and  there 
must  be  a  majority  of  the  states  as  well  as 
a  majority  of  the  people.  You  cannot  do 
tliat  with  a  convention.  We  shall  have  to 
do  away  with  this  clause  so  far  as  the 
convention  is  concerned,  and  by  referen¬ 
dum  remit  the  question  to  the  people,  who 
will  say  either  “  yes”  or  “  no”  to  the  pro¬ 
posal,  and  who  will  have  to  decide  by  a 
majority  of  the  states  in  the  one  case, 
and  by  a  majority  of  the  people  in  the 
other. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  You  wdll  never  carry  a 
constitution  with  that  proposal  in  it  ! 

Mr.  PL AYFORD :  With  a  referendum  ? 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Not  at  all  I 

Mr.  PL  AYFORD  :  A  great  deal  more 
easily  than  you  would  carry  this  proposal 
under  which  the  majority  of  the  people 
cannot  express  their  views,  but  a  majority 
of  the  states  can.  I  wish  we  could  arrive 
at  such  a  mode  of  deciding  on  any  alter¬ 
ation  of  the  constitution  that,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  voice  of  the  states  could  be 
eflfectually  heard,  and  on  the  other  the 
voice  of  the  people.  I  do  not  want  to  pro¬ 
pose  anything  that  would  have  the  effect 
of  letting  the  voice  of  the  states  be  para¬ 
mount,  and  the  voice  of  the  people  practi¬ 
cally  nowhere.  That  is,  no  doubt,  the 
position.  You  want  the  tw'o  principles 
combined,  as  in  Switzerland,  or  you  will 
never  have  a  satisfactory  reference. 

Mr.  Gillies:  We  will  not  have  the 
Swiss  system  ! 

Mr.  PL  AYFORD  :  We  sliall  have  to 
have  what  the  people  of  the  country  agree 
to. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  They  will  not  agree  to 
that  I 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  think  they  will. 

I  think  tliat  the  people,  taking  them  as  a 
[Mr,  Playford, 


wdiole,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  smaller 
states  wdll  say,  It  is  only  fair  that  the 
voice  of  the  whole  people  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  w'ell  as  the  voice  of  the  states. 
If  we  in  the  states  hav’e  the  power  to  put 
a  stop  to  a  proposal  because  the  majority 
of  the  states  are  opposed  to  it,  so  the 
states  with  the  largest  number  of  people 
should  have  the  power  when  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  commonwealth  are  against 
it,  and  it  shall  not  become  the  law  of  the 
land.”  No  one  in  his  senses  will  argue  that 
it  is  fair  that  the  minority  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  shall  be  able  to  make  an  alteration 
of  the  constitution  of  the  commonwealth. 
If  that  is  not  fair,  the  people  are  quite 
willing  to  say,  “If  we  cannot  carry  a 
majority,  first  of  the  people,  and  secondly 
of  the  states,  no  alteration  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  shall  be  made.”  I  say  that  this  is 
fair  on  the  one  liand  to  the  states,  and  on 
the  other  hand  to  the  people.  The  states 
have  no  more  right  to  say  that,  simply  be¬ 
cause  they  have  a  majority,  though  not  of 
the  people,  they  will  override  the  people, 
than  the  people,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
a  right  to  say,  “  Because  we  have  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  the  people  we  will  override  the 
states.”  Let  us  deal  fairly  in  both  cases. 
That  is  all  I  want.  I  do  not  care  how  it 
is  brought  about,  so  long  as  it  is  thoroughly 
understood  that  the  people,  on  the  one 
hand,  shall  not  override  the  states,  and 
that  the  states,  on  the  other  hand,  .shall 
not  be  able  to  override  the  people. 

Dr.  COCK  BURN  :  I  cannot  agree  with 
everything  said  by  the  lion,  member  who 
last  spoke.  I  think  that  majorities  will 
always  take  care  of  themselves;  but  I  do 
most  heartily  agree  with  what  ho  said  with 
regard  to  conventions,  which  I  think  are 
altogether  an  error  in  theory,  and  use¬ 
less  in  practice.  They  were  proposed  in 
America  as  a  barrier  against  the  popular 
will.  Those  who  advocated  and  established 
conventions  meant  them  to  be  a  direct  check 
on  the  popular  will.  On  any  question  so 
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vital  as  tlie  anionclnient  of  tlie  constitution 
tlie  people  have  a  i-iglit  to  be  consulted 
directly,  without  any  conventions  whatever. 
Tn  conventions  the  issue  is  obscured  by  per¬ 
sonal  considerations,  and  people  pronounce 
a  decision  quite  different  from  what  is 
required — that  is  to  say,  whether  they 
approve  of  the  proposed  alteration  of  the 
constitution,  apart  from  all  side  issues.  T 
suppose  it  is  pretty  well  admitted  —  I 
•should  be  surprised  if  any  objection  were 
taken — that  before  this  constitution  be¬ 
comes  a  fact  it  will  be  referred  to  the  people 
themselves  directly.  I  should  like  to  know 
if  any  hon.  member  of  the  Convention 
holds  a  different  opinion? 

Mr.  Gillies  :  Certainly,  dozens  do  1 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  do,  for  one  ;  I 
think  it  is  absolutely  iini>os8ible  I 

Dr.  COCKBUDN  :  I  am  surprised. 
This  is  such  a  complete  alteration  of  the 
conditions  under  which  people  are  now 
living  in  the  colonies  that  it  is  an  absolute 
revolution — the  measure  is  thoroughly  re¬ 
volutionary.  It  is  no  reform  ;  it  is  such 
an  alteration  of  the  present  constitution 
that  it  amounts  practically  to  a  revolu¬ 
tion,  and  surely  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  where 
there  is  such  a  complete  alteration  of  the 
conditions  under  which  the  people  are 
now  gov'erned,  they  are  entitled  to  speak 
directly,  without  any  convention  whatever 
to  express  their  will  tlu'ough  their  own 
votes,  and  not  to  have  to  delegate  their 
power  of  voting  to  any  individuals  what¬ 
ever.  I  maintain  that  whatever  the  opinion 
of  some  hon.  members  may  be  now,  they 
will  find  that  when  they  propose  this  con¬ 
stitution  in  their  parliaments  and  to  their 
people,  the  people  will  insist  on  this  right. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that,  just  as  they 
will  insist  on  this  right  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  constitution,  so  they  will  in  re¬ 
gard  to  any  alteration  of  the  constitution. 
What  possible  objection  can  there  be  to 
referring  the  issue  directly  to  the  people  1 


There  can  be  no  objection  unless  we  are 
afraid  of  the  verdict  of  the  people. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Why  should  the 
people  not  make  laws  direct  ? 

Mr.  Doxaldsox  :  What  is  the  use  of 
parliament  at  all? 

Dr.  COCKBURX :  One  thing  is  certain : 
in  America  the  conventions  were  estab¬ 
lished  for  the  one  purpose  which  I  have 
mentioned. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  I  deny  that. 
They  were  established  for  a  directly  oppo¬ 
site  purpose  ! 

Dr.  COCKBUEN  :  I  only  take  the 
authorities  that  we  have.  Take  Bryce. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Does  he  say  that? 

Dr.  COCKBURX  :  He  says  that  the 
conventions  were  established  as  a  check  on 
the  popular  will,  and  democracy  has  ridden 
right  over  them.  I  say  that  you  can  im¬ 
pose  what  barriers  you  like  j  but  you  will, 
sooner  or  later,  find  the  popular  will  pre¬ 
vail. 

Sir  John  Dowxer  :  That  is  no  argument 
against  it  ! 

Dr.  COCKBUIIN  :  It  is,  and  I  say  that 
it  is  no  use  trying  to  thwart  the  popular 
will. 

Sir  Joiix  Dowxer:  That  is  another 
matter  ! 

Dr,  COCKBXJRN  :  You  cannot  stop  its 
current,  and  it  is  well  not  to  attempt  to 
divert  it.  By  making  the  people,  either 
in  approving  of  the  constitution  at  its 
initiation,  or  in  approving  of  any  altera¬ 
tion,  pronounce  their  opinion  through  any 
mediator  whatever,  you  confuse  the  issue. 
It  is  better  to  go  direct  to  the  people  and 
ask  them  to  say  aye  or  nay ;  that  is  go¬ 
vernment  by  the  people. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  What  does  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  mean  by  going  to  the  people  of  the 
commonwealth  and  asking  them  to  say 
aye  or  nay  ? 

Dr.  COCKBURN :  I  mean  going  to 
each  elector  individually,  and  asking  him, 
“  Are  you  in  favour  of  this  proposed  consti- 
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tution,  or  of  this  proposed  amendment  of 
the  constitution  under  wliich  you  livel — 
say  ‘yes^  or  ‘no^  directly,  without  any 
confused  issue — witljout  saying  whether 
you  wish  tliis  man  or  another  to  be  your 
exponent.”  The  doctrine  of  the  wise  man 
elected  to  the  convention  and  exerci.sing  his 
judgment  cannot  altogether  be  depended 
on.  The  people  will  take  care,  no  doubt, 
in  most  instances  to  know  how  he  is  going 
to  vote  before  they  elect  him,  and  if  they 
could  do  so  in  every  instance  it  would  be 
all  right;  but  you  only  defile  the  stream 
by  diverting  its  direction.  Anything  that 
stands  in  the  way  of  the  popular  will  I  take 
to  be  a  misfortune  in  government  by  the 
people.  It  can  only  be  a  check  which  causes 
the  waters  to  accumulate,  and  what  is  a 
gentle  flow  becomes  a  torrent.  As  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Playfoixl,  with  w’hom  I  agree, 
does  not  propose  an  amendment,  I  move  : 

That  the  words  “conventions  to  be  elected 
by  ”  be  omitted. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  What  does  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  mean  by  the  electors  of  the  state  ? 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  certainly  do  not 
mean  such  a  pure  body  of  democracy  as  I 
should  have  liked  to  see  when  first  we 
started  with  this  constitution. 

Mr.  Gillies  :  What  does  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  mean  ] 

Dr.  COCK  BURN  :  I  mean  what  I 
say — the  electors  of  the  several  states. 

Colonel  Smith  :  By  a  majority  of  each 
state  ! 

Dr.  COCK  BURN  :  By  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  each  state,  from  whom  this 
constitution  originated.  I  mean  that  they 
and  no  others  shall  be  consulted  ;  that  the 
appeal  sliall  not  be  to  the  convention,  but 
to  the  people  themselves. 

Colonel  Smith  :  I  wish  to  a.sk  the 
hon.  member,  Dr.  Cockburn,  if  he  carries 
out  his  amendment,  wdiether  it  will  not 
mean,  in  fact,  a  majority  of  the  majority 
of  the  states  ? 

Dr.  Cockburn  :  Hear,  hear  1 
[Z>r.  Cockburn, 


SirSAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  amend¬ 
ment  fairly  raises  the  question  of  conven¬ 
tions  as  against  a  plebiscite.  I  certainly 
challenge  the  accuracy  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber’s  stc'itement  as  to  the  history  of  con¬ 
ventions.  I  do  not  believe  the  historical 
view'  is  correct  as  to  the  object  for  which 
conventions  were  introduced  ;  but  cer¬ 
tainly  the  purposes  for  which  they  have 
been  used  have  been  absolutely  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  democracy.  It  is  an  institution 
thoroughly  used  in  America.  No  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  constitution  is  made  without 
a  convention.  The  people  of  that  count ry^ 
who  are  practical  people,  recognise  tliat 
millions  of  people  are  not  capable  of  dis¬ 
cussing  matters  in  detail ;  they  deal  with 
general  principles,  and  select  men  whom 
they  trust  to  deal  w  ith  details.  That  is 
the  principle  of  conventions.  That  is  why 
I  think  they  are  far  preferable  to  a  plebis¬ 
cite.  If  the  question  were  to  be  simply 
a  kingdom,  or  a  republic,  there  might  be 
a  plebiscite  upon  that.  But  supjx)se  the 
question  were  settled  in  favour  of  a  king¬ 
dom,  what  wouldbe  the  basis  ?  How  many 
other  questions  w^ould  you  have  to  put  ? 
You  must  have  a  complicated  document, 
and  in  order  that  the  electors  may  exercise 
an  intelligent  vote  they  must  he  thoroughly 
familiar  with  every  detiiil.  Is  that  a  prac¬ 
ticable  state  of  things  ?  Will  you  ever 
get  the  electors  to  vote  under  those  cir¬ 
cumstances  ?  I  think  not.  Those  are  the 
reasons  w'hy  I  think  a  convention  is  better 
than  a  plebiscite.  I  should  like  person¬ 
ally  to  see  it  left  to  the  federal  parliament 
to  determine  in  wdiat  way  the  question  shall 
be  submitted,  but  I  am  quite  content  that 
the  clause  shall  be  adopted.  I  believe  that 
on  the  whole  it  is  the  best  way,  and  I  re¬ 
commend  the  Committee  to  take  that  view. 

Air.  DEAKIN  :  I  do  not  propose  to 
enter  into  this  question  at  length,  because 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  already  of  ar¬ 
guing  it  in  the  Constitutional  Committee, 
wdiere  the  advocates  of  the  referendum  were 
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in  a  comparatively  small  minority.  But 
surely  the  lion,  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
lia.s  rni.sled  the  Committee  in  the  view 
which  he  has  put  forward  with  reference 
to  conventions.  What  does  this  clause 
say  ?  It  says  that  for  any  proposed  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  constitution  to  become  law  a 
majority  of  conventions  or  the  conventions 
of  a  majority  of  the  states  must  agree  to  it. 
How  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  By  vote ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Will  they  agree  to  it 
as  deliberative  bodies,  one  amending  it  in 
one  particular,  and  another  amending  it  in 
another  particular  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  1 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  Exactly.  The  conven¬ 
tions  are  simply  to  be  called  together  to 
say  ^  es  or  no.  The  hon.  member  says  that 
the  electors  themselves  cannot  say  yes  or 
no  to  these  complicated  propositions,  or  to 
the  complicated  propositions  which  may  pos¬ 
sibly  be  proposed  as  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution ;  but  they  can  elect  men  who 
will  only  be  able  to  say  yes  or  no,  with  just 
as  little  reason,  or  with  just  as  little  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  amending,  or  shaping  a  particular 
proposal  to  their  wishes,  as  the  original  elec¬ 
tors.  Surely  the  conventions,  with  their 
hands  tied  as  they  are  tied  by  this  clause, 
and  as,  in  my  opinion,  they  ought  to  be  tied, 
if  they  are  there  at  all,  can  only  give  ex¬ 
actly  the  sanie  answer  as  the  electors.  For 
my  part,  I  would  much  prefer  to  go  to  the 
electors  in  the  firet  instance.  The  amend¬ 
ments  of  the  American  Constitution  have 
been  made  on  such  broad  lines,  they  have 
involved  such  simple  propositions  that  they 
have  come  reatlily  within  the  grasp  of 
every  elector  who  has  been  called  upon  to 
give  judgment  on  them.  I  believe  this 
bill  which  the  hon.  member  has  drawn,  is 
sufficiently  comprehensive  to  form  the  basis 
and  the  framework  of  the  future  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  commonwealth  for  generations 
to  come,  and  that  any  amendment  which 
may  require  to  be  made  in  it  will  be  made 


in  short,  succinct  propositions  for  an  altera¬ 
tion  of  its  principles,  which  can  be  sub¬ 
mitted  with  ease  to  the  people  of  the 
country,  and  on  which  the  people  of  the 
country  can  give  their  judgment  with 
certainty  and  with  knowledge,  llie  inter¬ 
mediary  conventions,  such  as  the  hon. 
member  proposes,  gives  none  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  a  deliberative  body.  They- 
can  only  say  aye  or  no,  and  therefore  you 
simply  introduce  between  the  amendment 
of  the  constitution  and  the  people,  a  body* 
of  men  who  are  elected  to  say  simply  yes 
or  no,  and  not  to  exercise  their  reason  in 
any  way.  I  ask  the  Committee  in  what 
respect  is  that  any  better  than  asking  the 
electors  themselves,  in  the  first  instance,, 
to  say  yes  or  no  ?  The  electors  will  only 
vote  for  a  man  who  says  yes,  if  they  wish 
yes,  or  for  a  man  wffio  says  no,  if  they  w  ish 
no,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  business^ 
Why  cannot  the  electors  write  yes  or  no  on 
ballot  papers^  Toenter  into  the  whole  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  proper  relation  of  the  referen¬ 
dum  to  representative  government  would 
be  to  unduly  trespass  on  the  attention  of 
the  Committee.  But  I  protest  altogether 
against  the  doctrine  that  the  referendun^ 
in  any  w^ay  interferes  with  representative 
government  or  lessens  the  dignity  of  par¬ 
liament.  In  Switzerland  the  people  have 
the  powder  of  demanding  a  referendum  and 
obtaining  it  when  they  so  desire ;  but  in 
the  majority  of  cases  it  is  exercised  after 
the  houses  have  already  legislated,  and  as 
a  check  upon  the  houses.  On  the  floor 
of  this  Chamber  I  have  not  hesitated  ta 
Slate  again  and  again  that  though  as  be¬ 
tween  the  two  chambers  I  am  ghul  to  see* 
any  proposal  which  strengthens  that  in 
w  hich  the  people  are  best  represented,  still 
as  between  the  chambers  and  the  peoplo 
there  is  no  choice,  and  the  power  of  general 
review  and  of  general  judgment  should  be 
left  as  far  as  possible  with  the  people  as- 
it  is  now  by  our  general  elections,  by  send¬ 
ing  ministers  to  their  constituents,  by  our 
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adoption  of  the  principle  in  local  option 
clauses.  We  are  adopting  the  principle  of 
the  popular  vote  more  and  more  into  the 
present  framework  of  representative  and 
responsible  government.  It  is  not  in  the 
least  foreign  to  it,  but  can  be  grafted  upon 
it  as  an  assistance  to  Parliament  if  they 
desire  to  obtain  distinctly  and  without  the 
introduction  of  foreign  matter  the  verdict 
of  the  people  on  any  particular  question. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment,  and  trust 
we  shall  see  this  clause  so  amended  as  to 
substitute  in  each  case  a  direct  referendum 
on  all  proposed  amendments  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  so  as  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  a 
majority  of  the  people  in  tlie  majority  of 
the  states. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  The  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Deakin,  has  asked  what  is  the  use  of 
the  people  electing  persons  to  say  “yes” 
or  “no”  to  any  proposition  when  the 
people  themselves  may  say  “yes”  or  “no” 
without  having  an  election  at  all.  I  will 
tell  him  one  use,  at  all  events.  If  people 
have  to  be  elected  to  these  conventions 
they  will  go  before  the  electors  and  explain 
both  sides  of  the  question  to  tliem.  For 
how  otherwise  are  the  people  to  understand 
the  question  ? 

Mr.  Deakix  :  That  w  ill  be  done  in  any 
case  ! 

3Ir.  BAKER  :  Why  will  it  be  done? 

Mr.  Deakix  :  It  will  be  done  by  those 
wdio  desire  the  amendment  and  by  those 
who  oppose  it  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  Who  are  the  persons 
w'ho  will  take  the  trouble  to  canvass  the 
country  from  one  end  to  the  other  and  ex¬ 
plain  to  the  people  the  object  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  amendment  ? 

^Ir.  Deakix  :  Their  represent  at  iv^es  in 
parliament  1 

Mr.  BAKER  ;  It  is  all  very  w  ell  to  say 
it  w'ill  be  thrashed  out  in  parliament ;  but 
how  many  persons  go  to  parliament  to  hear 
the  debates 

[J/r.  Deakin, 


Mr.  Deakix  :  It  w  ill  be  thrashed  out 
before  the  people  ! 

INIr.  BAKER  :  By  whom  ? 

Mr.  Deakix  :  By  tho.se  w  ho  are  advo¬ 
cating  and  are  responsible  for  the  sugges¬ 
tion  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  What  I  understand  by 
a  referendum  is  this  :  The  federal  parlia¬ 
ment  will  pass  a  bill  to  alter  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  and  the  alteration  will  not  come  into 
force  until  it  is  referred  to  the  people.  If 
it  is  to  be  referred  to  the  people,  w  hose 
duty  is  it,  wdiose  interest  is  it,  to  go  before 
the  people  all  over  the  colony,  in  different 
localities,  and  explain  directly  to  them  the 
object  of  the  proposed  amendment  ? 

Mr.  Deakix  :  The  interest  of  the  party 
that  brought  it  in  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  The  membei'S  of  the 
federal  parliament  w  ill  not  do  that. 

Mr.  Deakix  :  Yes  they  will ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  If  they  do  then,  I  say 
their  nature  wdll  be  different  from  the 
nature  of  ordinary  members  of  parliament. 
They  will  not  do  so.  But  if  there  is  a 
direct  election  one  party  will  take  one  side 
and  one  party  the  other  side,  and  under  the 
stimulus  of  a  contested  election  both  sides 
of  the  question  will  be  put  to  the  people, 
who  wdll  be  able  to  undei*stand  it,  and  thus 
be  in  a  far  better  position  to  say  to  their 
representatives  in  the  convention,  “  You 
shall  or  you  shall  not  vote  for  this  proposi¬ 
tion.  It  ap2>ears  to  me  to  be  one  of  the 
fundamental  objects  of  conventions  to  in¬ 
duce  persons  to  come  forw  ard  and  make  the 
round  of  the  constituencie.s,  explaining  to 
the  people  that  wdiich  they  are  asked  to  vote 
upon.  If  that  coui'se  is  not  pursued,  I  do 
not  know^  of  any  other  persons  wdio  w'ould 
carry  out  the  duty.  We  are  told  that  if 
we  pass  this  amendment  w’e  shall  agree  to 
the  Swiss  system  of  referendum.  But  that 
is  not  correct.  Under  that  system  the 
question  is,  in  many  cases,  referred  to  the 
people  tw'ice.  Tliere  are  two  referendums, 
so  far  as  an  alteration  of  the  constitution 
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is  concerned.  First  of  all,  the  people,  by 
referendum,  say  to  parliament  that  it  is 
desirable  to  make  the  alteration. 

Mr.  Munro  :  That  is  the  initiative — 
not  the  referendum  ! 

IVIr.  BAKER :  What  I  say  is,  that  so 
far  as  an  alteration  of  the  constitution  i.s 
concerned,  there  is  often  a  double  referen¬ 
dum.  The  initiative  is  not  necessarily 
connected  with  it.  There  is  a  compulsory 
initiative  so  far  as  an  alteration  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  is  concerned,  and  there  are  two 
referendums.  If  we  adopt  the  Swiss  sys¬ 
tem  w'e  shall  have  to  go  a  great  deal  further 
than  the  amendment  goes.  I  shall  vote 
for  the  clause  as  it  stands.  I  prefer  it  to 
the  proposed  amendment  of  it. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause — put. 
The  Committee  divided  : 

Ayes,  19;  noes,  9  ;  majority,  1 0. 


Ayes. 


Baker,  Mr. 

Bird,  Mr. 

Clark,  Mr. 
Donaldson,  Mr. 
Dow'ner,  Sir  John 
Forrest,  Mr.  A. 
Fysh,  Mr. 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 
Racket t,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 
Loton,  Mr. 

^lacdonald-  Paterson ,  M  r 
McMillan,  Mr. 

Munro,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 
Russell,  Captain 
Rutledge,  Mr. 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Noes. 

Bray,  Sir  John 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Cockburn,  Dr. 

Play  ford,  Mr. 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 

Suitor,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
agreed  to  : 

That  the  word  the  ”  be  inserted  after  the 
word  *M)y,”  line  15. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  move : 

That  the  following  words  be  inserted  in  placeof 
the  word  “  it,*'  line  16  : — “and  if  the  people  of 
the  states  whose  conventions  approve  of  the 
amendment  are  also  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  commonwealth,  the  proposed  amendment  ’’ 
3  L  • 
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Those  words  provide  for  any  amendment 
being  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  people. 

Dr.  Cockburn:  Does  that  mean  a 
majority  of  the  people  who  vote  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No. 

Mr.  Muxro  ;  It  means  a  majority  of 
the  population  of  the  states,  apart  from 
the  conventions  ! 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessaiy  to  make  the  amendment ;  be- 
causel think  popular  majorities  can  always 
take  care  of  themselves. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KINGSTON:  I  would  ask  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  whether 
it  is  intended  by  the  bill  to  provide  that 
an  assent  on  the  part  of  the  Queen's  repre¬ 
sentative  shall  be  necessary  to  an  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  constitution  if  it  receives  the 
approval  of  the  various  conventions'?  As 
the  clause  stands,  it  provides  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  amendment,  if  approved  by  the  con¬ 
ventions, 

shall  l^ecome  law',  subject  nevertheless  to  the 
Queen’s  power  of  disallowance. 

The  words  w'ould  w'arrant  the  suggestion 
that  no  royal  assent  Avas  intended,  and  I 
should  like  to  know  if  that  is  really  the 
intention  of  the  hon.  member  in  charge  of 
the  bill  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  The  Avords 
in  the  clause  are  not  the  right  ones,  and 
the  hon.  members  criticism  is  quite  cor¬ 
rect.  I  move : 

That  the  words,  lines  16,  17,  and  IS,  “  become 
laAv  subject  ncA’crtheless  to  the  Queen’s  pow'er 
of  disalloAvance,”  be  omitted  Avith  a  A’iew  to 
insert  “  be  presented  to  the  governor-general  for 
the  Queen’s  assent.” 

xVmendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  A  doubt 
has  been  raised  as  to  Avhether  the  con¬ 
cluding  Avords  of  the  clause  are  sufficiently 
explicit  as  to  the  minimum  number  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  and  I  doubt  AV'hether  they 
are.  I  move  : 

That  after  the  Avord  “  commoiiAvealth,”  line 
20,  the  folloAving  w'ords  be  inserted: — “  or  the 
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Commonweahh  of 

minimum  number  of  representatives  of  a  state 
in  the  house  of  representatives.” 

Amendment  agreed  to  ;  clause,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

CHAPTER  L— THE  LEGISLATURE. 

Part  IV. — Provisions  relativg  to  both  Ilonses. 

Postponed  clause  49  (Place  to  become  vacant 
on  accepting  office  of  profit). 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITPI ;  It  was 
pointed  out  when  we  came  to  this  clause 
that  the  proviso  excepting  officers  of  the 
military  and  naval  forces  is  insufficient, 
and  in  fact  it  is.  I  move  : 

Tliat  the  proviso,  “  But  this  provision  does 
not  apply  to  officers  of  the  military  or  naval 
forces  who  are  not  in  receipt  of  annual  pay,”  be 
omitted  with  a  view  to  the  insertion  in  its  place 
of  the  following  proviso  : — “  But  this  provision 
does  not  apply  to  a  person  who  is  in  receipt  only 
of  pay,  half-pay,  or  a  pension,  as  an  officer  of 
the  Queen’s  navy  or  army,  or  wffio  receives  a  new 
commission  in  the  Queen's  navy  or  army,  or  an 
increase  of  pay  on  a  new  commission,  or  who  is 
in  receipt  only  of  pay  as  an  officer  or  member  of 
the  military  or  naval  forces  of  thecommonwealth, 
and  w'hose  services  are  not  wholly  employed  by 
the  commonwealth.  ” 

Mr.  DIBBS :  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
member  why  naval  and  military  officers 
should  have  a  special  privilege  which  is 
not  proposed  to  be  granted  to  officers  of 
the  civil  service  of  a  colony  who  may  have 
rendered  good  service  to  the  country,  and 
have  retired  on  pensions  ?  Why  should 
they  be  debarred  from  becoming  senators 
or  representatives  ?  I  do  not  think  that 
the  hon.  member  has  in  this  amendment 
followed  the  direction  of  the  consemsus  of 
opinion  manifested  by  the  Convention  a 
few  days  ago.  He  proposes  to  make  the 
clause  clear  so  far  as  naval  and  military 
officers  are  concerned,  but  he  ignores  alto¬ 
gether  the  undoubted  right  which  the  civil 
serTrants  of  the  various  states  should  pos- 
ses.s  when  they  leave  the  service  if  they  can 
find  constituencies  which  will  elect  them. 
I  should  like  to  make  an  amendment  in 
the  clause  in  the  direction  I  have  indi- 
\f>ir  Samuel  Griffah. 


cated,  if  I  could  see  a  chance  of  obtaining 
the  support  of  hon.  members.  If  hon. 
members  are  tired  of  discussion,  I  would 
let  the  matter  go ;  but  it  is  rank  injustice 
to  our  own  people  to  disqualify  them, 
while  we  are  conferring  favours  on  im¬ 
perial  officers. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Tlie  horn 
member  asks  me  why  it  is  so  ;  and  my 
answer  to  him  is  that  it  is  not  so.  The 
hon.  member  asks  wdiy  a  distinction  is 
made;  and  my  answer  is  that  a  distinc¬ 
tion  is  not  made.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
clause  to  disqualify  civil  servants  who  have 
retired  on  pensions. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  believe  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  member  proposes  to  omit  only 
the  last  two  lines  of  the  clause  ;  bub  the 
other  portion  disqualifies  our  own  people. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  ! 

Mr.  Tuynne  :  They  hold  pensions  under 
an  act,  not  during  pleasure  ! 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  The  only  pen¬ 
sioners  during  pleasure  are  military  -pen¬ 
sioners  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  w^ant  to  know  why  a 
civil  servant  who  lias  served  his  country 
for  twenty  years  and  honestly  earned  his 
pension  should  lose  his  civil  rights  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  He  will  not  1 

Mr.  DIBBS:  Under  the  clause  as  I 
read  it  a  civil  service  pensioner  is  debarred 
from  the  privilege  of  becoming  a  member 
of  the  parliament. 

Amendment  agreed  to  ;  clause,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  intend 
to  propose  a  new  clause,  dealing  with  the 
mode  of  reckoning  the  population.  The 
clause  was  in  the  bill  as  prepared  by  the 
drafting  committee,  but  the  general  com¬ 
mittee  struck  out  the  clauses  to  which  it 
referred.  Those  clauses  having  been  re¬ 
inserted,  it  is  necessary  that  this  clause 
also  should  be  reinserted.  I  move  : 

That  the  following  new  clause  be  inserted,  to 
stand  clause  3  of  chapter  vii; — “In  reckoning 
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Commonwealth  of 

the  number  of  people  of  a  state,  or  other  part  of 
the  commonwealth,  the  aboriginal  natives  of 
Australia  sliall  not  be  counted.*’ 

New  clause  agreed  to. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  will  now 
move,  sir,  that  you  leave  the  chair,  and 
report  the  draft  bill  to  the  Convention  with 
amend  men  ts.  There  are  verbal  amend¬ 
ments  required  in  some  of  the  clauses, 
however,  and  the  bill  will  have  to  be  re¬ 
committed  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with 
them. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Abbott)  proposed  : 

That  the  report  be  now  adopted. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith) 
agreed  to  : 

That  all  the  w'ords  after  “That”  be  omitted 
wdth  a  view  to  insert  the  following  ; — “  the 
bill  be  recommitted  for  the  reconsideration  of 
clause  8  ;  chapter  i,  clause  52,  paragraphs  21, 
22,  29,  and  30 ;  clause  53,  and  chapter  vii, 
clause  1.” 

In  Committee  (Recommittal)  / 

The  follow’ing  clauses  were  verbally 
amended  : — Preliminary  clause  8  ;  chapter 
I,  clause  52,  paragraphs  21,  22,  29,  30 ; 
clause  53. 

CHAPTER  VII.— MISCELLANEOUS. 

Clause  1.  The  seat  of  government  of  the 
commouw'ealth  shall  be  determined  by  the  par¬ 
liament.  ....... 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  move  : 

That  the  w’ords  “  determined  by  the  parlia¬ 
ment”  be  omitted  with  a  view  to  the  insertion  in 
their  place  of  the  words  “Sydney,  Ne^v  South 
Wales.” 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  this  Conven¬ 
tion  has  no  right  to  close  its  proceedings 
without  giving  an  e.vpression  of  opinion  as 
to  where  the  capital  of  the  future  common¬ 
wealth  should  be.  I  should  fail  in  my 
duty  as  a  representative  of  New  South 
Wales  if  I  did  not  ask  the  Convention  to 
unaniinously  record  their  vote  in  favour 
of  the  amendment.  Hon.  members  made 
very  light  of  the  matter  when  they  heard 
this  notice  of  motion  being  given,  and  the 


hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro,  made  the  remark 
“  We  want  it  in  Melbourne,”  and  another 
hon.  member  said,  “  We  want  it  in  South 
Australia,”  and  so  on.  There  is  one  place 
alone  which  the  people  of  NewSoutb  Wales 
will  accept  as  thecapital.  If  they  are  togive 
up  all  their  privileges  and  a  large  portion  of 
their  liberties,  wluch  this  bill  will  take 
from  them,  they  must,  at  least,  have  some 
regard  to  their  antiquity,  and  their  natural 
advantages,  to  the  fact  of  their  being  cen¬ 
trally  situated,  and,  above  all,  to  the  fact 
that  New  South  Wales  is  pi’actically  the 
mother  of  all  the  other  colonies.  I  will 
divide  the  Convention  on  the  matter. 
Those  members  who  represent  New  Soutli 
Wales  will  be  traitors  to  their  colony,  and 
the  representatives  of  the  other  colonies 
who  vote  against  me  will  be  ungrateful  to 
the  colony  from  wdiicb  they  sprang,  and 
will  be  neglecting  the  interests  of  the 
whole  of  the  commonwealth,  if  they  do  not 
give  me  the  full  measure  of  their  support 
on  this  motion. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  understand 
that  in  order  that  a  division  may  be  taken 
it  is  necessary  “that  a  seconder  should  be 
found  for  the  motion.  I  am  so  desirous 
that  every  possible  consideration  should 
be  bestowed  on  any  claim  that  the  colony 
of  New  South  Wales  may  put  forward 
that  I  have  undertaken  on  this  ground  to 
second  the  motion.  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  saying  that  in  former  days,  when  all 
was  at  stake  in  New  Zealand  in  the  dan¬ 
gerous  position  in  which  the  native  war 
had  placed  us,  the  first  colony  to  give  us 
assistance  was  New  South  W  ales.  The 
Governor,  Sir  George  Gipps,  helped  by 
the  people  of  New  Soutli  W'ales,  gave  us 
every  assistance  in  his  power  to  bestow 
in  the  shape  of  money,  troops,  arms,  and 
ammunition— in  fact,  all  the  munitions  of 
war  ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  by  his  own 
advice  and  counsel,  he  atTorded  great  assist¬ 
ance  indeed  to  the  colony  of  New  Zealand. 
Now,  I  have  an  opportunity,  to  some 
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extent,  of  repaying  the  debt  of  gratitude 
that  I  contracted  so  long  ago.  I  shall 
always  feel  grateful  in  the  extreme.  I 
second  the  motion. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause — put. 
The  Committee  divided  : 

Ayes,  26  ;  noes,  4  ;  majority,  22. 


Ayes. 


Baker,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Clark,  Mr. 

Kingston,  Mr. 

Cockhurii,  Dr. 

Loton,  Mr. 

Cuthberfc,  Mr. 

]Macdonald-Paterson,Mr 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Marmion,  ^Ir. 

Donaldson,  Mr. 

McMillan,  Mr. 

DowTier,  Sir  John 

Munro,  ^Ir. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 

Forrest,  Mr.  J. 

Play  ford,  Mr. 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Subtor,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Siimuel 

Thjmne,  ]Mr. 

Hackett,  Mr. 

Wrixon,  Mr. 

Koe.s. 

Atkinson,  Sir  Harry 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Clause,  as  read,  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  with  farther  amendments. 


A  PLEBISCITE. 

Sir  GEOllGE  GREY  rose  to  move  : 

Tliat  previously  to  the  bill  “  to  constitute  the 
commonwealth  of  Australia”  being  laid  before 
the  British  Parliament,  it  should  be  submitted 
to  and  adopted  by  a  majority  of  a  plebiscite  of 
the  people  of  Australia,  at  which  each  voter 
should  give  a  single  vote. 

Ilesaid :  Imaintain  that wliereagreat  evejit 
is  to  be  brought  about  in  a  country,  the 
greatest  probably  which  can  ever  occur  in  its 
history,  it  is  right  that  before  such  a  new 
form  of  constitution  as  has  been  proposed 
is  forced  upon  tiie  colony  of  !Mew  South 
Wales  a  plebiscite  of  the  people  should 
be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
whether  or  not  a  majority  of  those  who 
vote  on  the  occasion  are  in  favour  of  that 
constitution  being  adopted  by  Australasia. 
It  is  needless,  sir,  for  me  at  present  to 
[/Sir  George  Grey, 


press  on  this  motion  at  grea't  length.  I 
believe  it  is  a  self-evident  proposal  that  I 
am  making,  and  that  probably  it  will  be 
assented  to  without  difficulty — tliat  at  least 
is  my  hope.  I  shall  Lave  an  opportunity 
of  replying  to  any  arguments  urged  against 
it.  Saying,  therefore,  simply  this — that  I 
believe  every  man,  especially  every  head 
of  a  family,  has  an  absolute  and  just  right 
to  give  a  vote  upon  so  great  and  momentous 
a  question — I  submit  the  motion  to  the 
Convention. 

Question  proposed. 

Dr.  COCKBURN  :  I  move  : 

That  the  question  be  amended  by  the  inser¬ 
tion  after  the  word  “Australia,”  line  5,  of  the 
words  “and  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
several  colonies.” 

We  require  not  only  a  plebiscite  of  the 
people  as  a  whole,  but  a  plebiscite  of  each 
colony.  This  provision  I  think  the  hon. 
member  has  omitted  from  the  motion,  which 
I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  supporting 
as  proposed  to  be  amended. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  believe  that 
when  a  plebiscite  is  taken  it  is  a  majority 
of  the  whole  voters  which  is  considered. 
If  hon.  gentlemen  desire  it  in  the  way  pro¬ 
posed  I  shall  raise  no  objection  ;  but  I 
understood  that  the  other  is  the  usual  way. 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  This  amendment  will 
defeat  the  motion,  because  it  will  be  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  people  of  the  states  instead 
of  a  majority  of  the  people. 

Dr.  CocKBURX  :  A  majority  of  both  ! 

Amendment  proposed. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think  it 
is  consistent,  at  any  rate,  with  the  view 
we  have  taken  throughout  our  labours  on 
the  constitution  to  hold  that  it  should  be 
adopted  by  the  states  separately,  and  not 
by  the  people  of  Australia  as  a  whole,  be¬ 
cause  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Australia 
as  a  whole  might  be  comprised  within  t>vo 
states,  so  that  the  motion  in  the  form  in 
which  it  is  moved  would  certainly  be 
entirely  inconsistent  with  the  whole  lines 
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which  we  have  adopted  from  the  beginning 
of  our  proceedings  to  the  end.  With  re¬ 
spect  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
by  a  plebiscite,  that  matter  was  discussed 
at  an  earlier  period  of  the  day  in  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  the  conclusion  then  adopted 
was  that,  with  respect  to  amendments  of 
the  constitution,  they  should  be  submitted 
to  conventions.  I  gave  notice  just  now 
of  a  motion  for  to-morrow  proposing  that 
the  mode  in  which  the  different  colonies 
should  adopt  the  constitution  be  left  to 
them.  I  have  my  own  idea  as  to  which 
is  the  best  way  ;  other  people  may  have 
different  ideas  as  to  which  is  the  best 
way.  I  am  disposed  for  my  part  to 
think  that  it  would  be  wiser  either  to 
leave  it  to  the  states  themselves,  by  their 
parliaments,  to  say  in  what  way  they  will 
take  the  opinion  of  their  people,  or  else 
to  adopt  the  plan  of  conventions.  But  I 
do  not  think  a  pleVjiscite  of  the  people  is 
the  best  way  of  ascertaining  their  opinion 
upon  a  complicated  matter  like  this.  I 
do  not  know  any  instance  where  so  com¬ 
plicated  a  matter  as  a  new  constitution  has 
been  submitted  to  a  plebiscite.  I  do  not 
propose  at  any  length  to  give  the  reasons 
for  coming  to  that  conclusion,  but  it  is 
sufficient,  I  think,  to  point  out  that  a  very 
large  proportion  at  least  of  the  electors 
would  not  have  made  themselves  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  constitution  before 
they  voted  upon  it.  There  w’ould  be  no  one 
specially  interested  in  making  them  ac¬ 
quainted  with  it.  The  oixlinary  influences 
that  operate  and  secure  a  full  vote  on 
matters  of  moment  would  be  to  a  great 
extent  wanting.  There  would  be  wanting 
the  personal  interest  of  candidates.  Bor 
these  reasons  I  believe  that  a  plebiscite 
with  respect  to  a  constitution  like  this 
would  not  result  in  obtaining  the  deli¬ 
berate  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  continent,  and  being  of  that  opinion 
of  course  I  cannot  vote  for  asking  their 
opinion  in  that  manner. 


Mr.  DEAKIN  :  So  far  as  the  affirma¬ 
tion  of  the  principle  goes,  I  should  be 
compelled  to  vote  for  the  motion,  if  it 
were  possible  to  give  it  effect  consistently 
with  the  constitution  to  which  we  have 
already  agreed.  I  simply  wish  at  the 
outset  to  indicate  a  difference  of  opinion 
from  my  lion,  friend,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  electors 
would  be  made  fully  acquainted  with  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  constitution, 
and  feeling  certain  that  there  would  be  no 
want  of  representatives  of  the  people 
holding  view’s  favourable  and  unfavour¬ 
able  to  the  constitution,  who  \vould  come 
forward  on  public  platforms  and  in  the 
press  to  discuss  it.  But  my  difficulty  is 
that  agreeing  with  the  amendment,  I  can 
scarcely  see  my  way  to  agree  to  the  motion, 
cordially  as  I  indorse  its  principle,  for  this 
reason  :  the  Constitution  as  it  stands  con¬ 
tains  a  provision  that  it  is  to  be  adopted 
if  any  three  colonies  w’ill  consent.  "We  may 
not  unreasonably  suppose  that  the  legis¬ 
latures  of  all  the  colonies  would  be  willing 
to  remit  the  question  of  the  acceptance  or 
the  rejection  of  the  constitution  to  a  vote 
of  their  people.  The  consequence  may 
easily  be  that  four  states  may  agree  by 
majorities  to  accept  it,  and  three  states 
may  agree  to  reject  it,  and  yet  if  this  mo¬ 
tion  were  carried  the  fact  that  there  w’as  a 
majority  of  voters  in  those  three  states* 
which  had  decided  to  remain  outside  the 
union,  would  operate  as  a  bar  to  the  four 
states  wdiich  desiied  to  take  advantage  of 
the  constitution,  and  w-ould  thus  directly 
defeat  the  object  which  we  have  in  view'. 
I  am  perfectly  w'ell  aw^are  that  this  reso¬ 
lution  is  only  an  expression  of  opinion  by 
the  Convention,  and  that  we  have  no  means 
of  enforcing  it.  But  it  involves  this  in¬ 
consistency.  I  am  thoroughly  wdth  the 
hon.  gentleman  in  the  opinion  that  this 
constitution  should  be  submitted  to  the 
people,  and  that  it  should  be  submitted 
by  plebiscite  or  referendum,  and  that  each 
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voter  should  give  a  single  vote.  Upon  all 
these  matters,  I  am  in  accord  with  the 
hon.  gentleman.  As  the  resolution  stands, 
it  might  seem  to  indicate  that  a  majority 
of  the  people  in  the  colonies  which  do  not 
intend  to  join  in  the  federation  might  pre¬ 
vent  its  adoption  by  the  people  of  the 
colonies  willing  to  accept  the  constitution. 
I  am  sure  that  is  not  the  hon.  member’s 
intention  ;  but,  as  the  resolution  stands,  it 
does  seem  to  involve  that  inconsistency, 
and,  unless  it  be  removed,  I  shall  feel  un¬ 
able  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  It  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  another  and  still  more  fatal  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  resolution  than  that  just 
pointed  out  by  my  hon.  colleague.  We 
received  from  our  various  parliaments  a 
mandate  to  come  here  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  and  reporting  upon  a  constitu¬ 
tion  ;  consequently  when  we  have  done  that 
our  mission  is  ended,  and  for  us  to  say  in 
what  way  the  colonies  are  afterwards  to 
deal  wdth  the  matter  appears  to  me  to  be 
a  piece  of  impertinence.  We  are  sent  here 
to  do  a  j)articular  work.  I  am  liappy  to 
say  that  that  work  has,  to  a  large  extent, 
been  done,  and  that  it  has  probably  been 
done  successfully.  But  for  us  now' to  dictate 
to  our  masters  w'ho  sent  us  here  would  be, 
it  appeal's  to  me,  to  make  a  great  mistake. 
I  should  object  to  any  resolution  of  thekind, 
no  matter  how  much  it  might  be  in  accord 
with  my  views.  My  desire  is  that  we  should 
not  exceed  the  authority  given  to  us. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD:  I  presume  that 
if  this  question  w'ere  submitted  to  the  vote 
of  the  people  at  all,  it  would  have  to  be 
upon  the  broad  question  as  to  whether  we 
should  have  federation  or  not.  It  is  op¬ 
posed  to  all  common  sense  to  ask  for  a 
vote  of  the  people  upon  a  constitution  in¬ 
volving  complicated  details  such  as  are 
contained  in  this  bill.  How  could  a  simple 
yes  or  “  no”  apply  to  such  a  constitu¬ 
tion  as  that  we  have  adopted  ?  A  por¬ 
tion  of  it  might,  in  the  opinion  of  certain 
\^Mr,  Deakin, 


people,  be  very  desirable,  and  one  clause 
might  be  very  undesirable.  Is  it  suggested 
that  the  whole  scheme  of  federation  should 
be  thrown  aside,  because  there  is  a  single 
point  in  it  wdiich  does  not  receive  the  sup¬ 
port  of  a  majority  of  the  people  1  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  that  the  answer  given  to  the 
resolution  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Munro, 
is  complete.  We  are  here  to  do  a  specific 
w'ork  which  we  have  accomplished.  And  it 
is  not  for  us  to  dictate  to  tlie  various  par¬ 
liaments  what  action  they  should  take  to 
ascertain  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  the 
respective  states.  I  apprehend,  with  the 
hon.  member,  that  in  so  doing  w'e  should 
be  going  outside  the  limits  of  our  commis¬ 
sion.  A  plebiscite  may  be  a  very  desirable 
thing  in  the  abstract ;  but  I  fail  to  see  w^hy 
on  every  possible  occasion  those  wdio  favour 
that  principle  of  ascertaining  the  people’s 
will  should  advocate  its  adoption.  In  my 
opinion  we  should  be  making  a  great  and 
signal  blunder  if  we  w'ere  to  adopt  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  DIBBS:  I  intend  to  vote  for  the 
resolution,  and  to  endeavour  so  to  amend 
it  that  it  will  more  clearly  express  the 
views  of  the  mover.  Hon.  members  are 
probably  aware  that  a  plebiscite  is  the  fair¬ 
est  way  in  which  the  people  of  these  colo¬ 
nies  could  be  asked  to  express  their  opinion 
upon  the  question.  Before  this  constitu¬ 
tion  is  finally  adopted,  it  will  have  to  go 
before  the  people. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  Through  the  parliaments ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  It  will  have  to  go  before 
the  people. 

hlr.  Deakin  :  It  will  be  adopted  through 
both  the  parliament  and  the  people  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  It  will  have  to  go  before 
the  parliaments  first,  and  if  the  parlia¬ 
ments  accept  it,  it  will  be  necessary  to  as¬ 
certain  the  opinion  of  the  people.  No¬ 
thing  can  be  more  simple  than  to  ask 
the  people,  the  plain  question  whether 
they  are  in  favour  of  the  constitution  as 
passed  by  their  parliament  or  not.  Where 
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is  the  complication,  as  suggested  by  the 
lion,  member,  Mr.  Fhzgerald  ?  What  com¬ 
plication  can  arise  in  asking  the  people 
this  simple  question  1 

jSIr.  MuyRO  :  Parliament  will  decide  in 
what  way  the  matter  is  to  be  put  before 
the  people  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Tliey  will  decide  by  ap¬ 
proving  of,  disap[>roving  of,  or  amending 
the  constitution. 

Mr.  Munro  :  Why  dictate  to  the  par¬ 
liaments  as  to  what  shall  be  done  1 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  It  is  merely  an  expression 
of  opinion. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Hear,  hear ;  it  is  not 
binding  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  And  it  will  have  the  effect 
of  showing  to  the  people  of  the  various 
colonies  the  fairness  of  this  Convention — 
that  its  members  are  anxious  that  the 
people  should  honestly  join  with  them  in 
establishing  a  federation.  How,  if  the 
question  of  federation  or  no  federation  be 
submitted  to  the  various  constituencies — 
I  speak  now  of  New  South  Wales — the 
question  will  be  mixed  up  wuth  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  free-trade  and  protection,  or  w’ith 
some  sectarian  cry,  and  the  people  will 
not  honestly  and  clearly  express  their 
opinion  wuth  regard  to  federation.  No¬ 
thing  can  be  more  simple  or  easy  than 
for  the  various  ]>arliainents  to  deal  with 
the  constitution  as  it  has  been  framed 
here.  If  it  be  approved  of  by  the  various 
parliaments  then  let  a  plebiscite  betaken, 
let  the  people  be  asked  whether  they  are 
in  favour  of  or  against  tlie  federation  as 
approved  by  their  parliament.  I  have  no 
desiio  to  comjdicate  the  question,  and  I 
should  like  to  move  an  amendment  to  the 
effect  that  the  constitution  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  and  adopted  by  a  majority  of 
plebiscites  of  the  people  of  the  several 
colonies. 

Dr.  COCKBITRN  :  I  ask  leave  to  with¬ 
draw  my  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Mr.  DIBBS  :  Then  I  move  : 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  “  by  ”  bo 
omitted  with  a  view  to  insert  the  words  ma¬ 
jorities  of  the  plebiscites  of  the  people  of  the 
several  colonies.” 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  What  does  the  hon. 
member  mean  by  majorities  of  the 
plebiscites”] 

Mr.  DIBBS :  That  there  shall  he  a 
plebiscite  in  each  colony. 

Sir  George  Grey  :  I  accept  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Dibbs. 

Motion  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  GILLIES :  It  appeals  to  me  that, 
notice  of  motion  having  been  given  by  the 
hon.  member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  to  con¬ 
sider  this  question  to-morrow,  it  is  scarcely 
fair  that  we  should  he  forced  to  consider 
it  to-night.  It  is  a  very  important  ques¬ 
tion,  and  we  ought  not  to  hurry  it  It 
wull  require  all  our  consideration  to  enable 
us  to  arrive  at  a  conclu.sion  which  will  be 
satisfactory  to  all  the  colonies  as  to  the 
way  in  which  this  question  is  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted,  and  I  think  we  are  scarcely  pre¬ 
pared  to  decide  upon  an  arbitrary  motion 
of  this  kind,  and,  so  far  as  the  amendment 
now  proposed  is  concerned,  we  have  had 
no  notice  of  it 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  think 
we  ought  to  adopt  the  constitution  our¬ 
selves  before  we  decide  upon  the  manner 
in  which  that  constitution  is  to  be  accepted 
by  the  states,  and  before  we  ask  the  par¬ 
liaments  to  adopt  the  constitution  in  a 
certain  way. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY,  in  reply  :  This 
motion  has  been  on  the  order-i)aper  for  a 
long  period  of  time,  and  whatever  may  be 
the  form  of  constitution  which  wre  adopt 
to-morrow%  it  will  not  in  the  least  inter¬ 
fere  with  this  resolution.  It  is  almost  es¬ 
sential  before  w^e  adopt  the  proposal  to  he 
made  to  us  to-morrow,  that  we  should 
know-  the  exact  manner  in  wdiich  the  people 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  deciding  this 
question.  This  is  a  step  preliminary  to 
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the  other,  instead  of  one  that  ought  to 
follow  it.  I  feel  that  iny  proposal  is  so 
fair,  so  just,  that  I  cannot  imagine  any  ob¬ 
jection  can  be  made  to  it  in  its  present 
form.  I  fear  m^^self  that  the  proposal  which 
will  be  made  will  be  that  each  state  shall 
be  made  to  adopt  the  constitution  by  the 
legislature  of  each  colony  adopting  it.  I 
fear  that  is  tlie  intention,  and  I  say,  in 
point  of  fact,  that  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  colonies  at  present  in  no  way 
represent  the  people.  We  have  here 
a  very  anomalous  form  of  constitution 
put  upon  us  by  the  British  Parliament 
without  any  of  us  being  heard — at  least 
that  was  the  case  in  most  instances — or 
without  our  being  represented  in  the  Par¬ 
liament  which  gave  us  those  constitutions. 
I  think  that  now  w^e  should  affirm  that  we 
will  not  accept  any  constitution  except 
upon  the  condition  of  its  being  submitted 
to  the  people  in  the  manner  proposed  in 
this  motion.  We  have  a  pei'fect  right 
to  propose  that.  If  any  other  form  be 
adopted  it  would  be  a  gi’eat  injustice  to 
New  Zealand  ;  that  is  to  say,  if  it  is  left 
to  the  state  legislatures  to  decide  whether 
or  not  the  constitution  shall  be  adopted, 
because  the  constitution  is  to  my  mind 
absolutely  unfair  to  the  people  of  New 
Zealand.  We  have  not  provided  any  fair 
form  of  representation  for  the  people 
w’hich  is  at  all  consistent  witli  the  ad¬ 
vanced  views  of  the  present  time.  I  feel 
certain  that  it  would  be  an  unjustifiable 
act  on  our  part  to  attempt  to  force  this 
constitution  on  New  Zealand  by  resolving 
that  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  is  to  be  settled  by  the  parlia¬ 
ments  of  the  several  colonies  as  they  now 
exist.  I  shall,  therefore,  press  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  and  I  think  I  am  dealing  j  ustly  with  the 
whole  of  the  people  in  proposing  thatif  they 
desire  to  have  tliis  constitution  at  all,  every 
roan  who  pleases  may  vote  upon  that  ques¬ 
tion  upon  the  principle  of  one  man  one  vote. 

I  feel  certain  that  if  that  is  not  acceded 
[-Sir  George  Grey, 


to,  the  probability  is  that  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  will  absolutely  reject  the 
constitution.  Let  every  man  express  his 
opinion.  That  would  be  a  means  of  edu¬ 
cating  the  people  on  political  questions.  I 
believe  that  the  discussions  which  have 
taken  place  here  have  exercised  already  a 
very  great  influence  uj)on  the  people  of 
Australasia.  Tliey  begin  to  look  at  matters 
in  a  very  different  light  from  what  they 
formerly  did.  I  feel  confident  that  if 
allowed  to  express  their  opinion  upon  the 
constitution  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other,  the  people  will  become  fully 
instructed  on  every  question  connected 
with  it,  and  they  will,  in  fact,  be  better 
able  to  judge  as  to  what  will  be  for  their 
own  interests  than  we  possibly  can  be. 
Unable  as  we  are  to  sympathise  with 
many  of  their  views,  ignorant  as  we  are  of 
many  of  their  sufferings,  their  wants,  and 
the  troubles  'which  they  have  to  undergo, 
I  say  we  are  not  fair  judges  whether  they 
ought  to  be  subjected  to  a  certain  consti¬ 
tution  or  not.  It  is  our  duty  to  obtain 
for  them  such  privileges  as  I  now  stand 
up  to  claim. 

Question  put.  The  Convention  divided : 

Ayes,  8  ;  noes,  21 ;  majority,  13. 


Ayes. 


Atkinson,  Sir  IlaiTy 

Gordon,  Mr. 

Cock  bum,  Dr. 

Grey,  Sir  George 

Deakin,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 

Dibbs,  Mr. 

Suttor,  Mr. 

Noes. 

Abbott,  Mr. 

Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 

Baker,  ^Ir. 

Loton,  Mr, 

Clark,  Mr. 

Macdonald-raterson,M  r 

Ciitlibert,  Mr. 

Marmion,  Mr. 

Downer,  Sir  John 

Mclhvraith,  Sir  Thomas 

Forrest,  Mr.  A. 

McMillan,  Mr, 

Forrest,  Mr.  J, 

Munro,  Mr. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr. 

Play  ford,  Mr. 

Gillies,  Mr. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 
Hackett,  Mr. 

Thynne,  Mr. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Convention  adjourned  at  5-17  p.m. 

Addresses. 
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Addresses— Commonwealth  of  Australia  Bill  (Adoption  of 
Committee’s  Report)— Adoption  of  the  Constitution- 
Establishment  of  the  Constitution— Report  of  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  and  Debates— Votes  of  Thanks— Officers  of 
the  Convention— Dissolution  of  the  Convention. 


The  Presidext  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m. 

ADDRESSES. 

The  President  :  I  have  received  an 
address  from  the  Sydney  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce.  I  should  explain  that  thisaddres.s 
is  dated  11th  March  last ;  but  I  have  no 
recollection  of  its  being  received.  A  copy 
of  it  lias  been  made,  which  the  secretary 
will  now  read,  and  also  an  address  from 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Suva. 

The  following  addresses  were  read  by 
the  secretary  : — 

Sydney  Chamber  of  CJommerce, 

Sydney,  11  March,  1891. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  G.C.M.G.,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Australasian  Federation  Convention, 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  committee  of  this  con¬ 
vention,  since  the  opening  of  the  Australasian 
Federation  Convention  (held  this  day)  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : — 

That  the  Sydney  Chamber  of  Commerce  cordially  wel¬ 
comes  the  delegates  of  the  Australasian  Federation  Con¬ 
vention,  watches  with  profound  interest  their  delibera¬ 
tions,  and  hopes  their  labours  ina3'  eventuate  in  the  in¬ 
creased  commercial  prosperity^  of  federated  Australasia. 

I  have,  &c. , 

Henry  Chas.  ^Mitchell, 

-  Secretary. 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Suva,  Fiji, 

1  April,  1891. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honor,  on  behalf  of 
the  Suva  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  offer  my 
and  their  sincere  congratulations  to  you,  as 
members  of  a  convention  assembled,  for  a  pur¬ 
pose  so  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole  of 
tlie  Australasian  group. 

Although  Fiji  has  no  representative  among 
you,  yet  no  less  is  she  included  amongst  the 
colonies  of  Australasia.  My  chamber,  cognisant 
and  proud  of  that  fact,  desire  therefore  to  add 
their  testimony  to  that  of  the  other  colonies  to 
the  importance  of  the  work  you  have  under¬ 


taken,  and  to  mark  its  sense  of  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  it  is  being  conducted. 

^\i8hing  you  all  success  iu  your  onerous 
undertaking.  I  have,  &c. , 

Henry  H.  Marks, 

Chairman,  Suva  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA  BILL. 

ADOPTION  OF  committee’s  REPORT. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GPvIFFITH  :  I  rise  to 
move : 

That  the  draft  hill  reported  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  he  adopted  by  this  Convention. 

I  do  not  propose  to  make  any  lengthy 
speech  in  support  of  this  motion.  In 
bringing  up  the  draft  bill  from  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  Committee,  I  had  the  ojipor- 
tunity  to  explain  briefly  its  provisions, 
and  they  have  since  been  very  fully  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  Committee  of  the  'svhole 
Convention ;  but  the  alterations  made  in 
the  bill  have  not  in  any  way  aficcted  its 
principles.  They  have  left  me  nothing  new 
to  add,  and  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  make 
a  speech  merely  for  the  sake  of  speaking. 
I  only  desire,  if  I  may,  to  ofier  my  con¬ 
gratulations  to  the  Convention  upon  hav¬ 
ing  proceeded  so  far  in  their  work.  J,  for 
one,  believe  that  the  constitution  which 
we  have  framed,  although  it  probably  does 
not  meet  exactly  the  views  of  any  member 
of  the  Convention,  will  probably  commend 
itself  to  a  large  majority  of  us.  Indeed,  the 
probability  is  that  it  is  the  best  constitu¬ 
tion  that  could  he  framed  with  any  chance 
of  acceptance  by  the  people  of  the  colonies. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  more  it  is  considered 
by  them  the  more  they  will  he  inclined  to 
come  to  that  conclusion.  Without  further 
preface  I  submit  the  motion  to  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

Question  proposed. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  do  not  rise  with  the 
view  of  offering  any  lengthy  remarks,  but 
to  elicit  certain  information.  I  would  like 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  had  charge  of 
the  bill,  and  who  so  largely  helped  in  its 
preparation,  and  so  ably  carried  it  through 
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Commonwealth  of 

Committee,  to  offer  some  explanation  wliicli 
would  make  one  or  two  of  the  clauses  a 
little  clearer.  I  would  first  direct  the  hon. 
gentleman’s  attention  to  chapter  i,  clause 
52,  sub-clause 3.  By  this  sub-clause  power  is 
given  to  the  commonwealth  to  raise  money 
by  any  other  mode  or  system  of  taxation  ;  but 
so  that  allsuch  taxation  shall  be  uniform  through¬ 
out  the  commonwealth. 

Then,  if  the  hon.  member  will  turn  to 
chapter  v,  clause  1,  he  will  find  these 
words  : 

All  powers  which  at  the  date  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  commonwealth  are  vested  in  the 
parliaments  of  the  several  colonies,  and  which 
are  not  by  this  constitution  exclusively  vested 
in  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth,  or  with- 
<lrawn  from  the  parliaments  of  the  several  states, 
are  reserved  to,  and  shall  remain  vested  in,  the 
parliaments  of  the  states  respectively. 

It  seems  to  me  that  some  little  explana¬ 
tion  is  required  as  to  whether  the  powers 
of  which  the  colonies  now  stand  possessed 
of  raising  money  by  any  mode  of  taxation 
w^hich  they  think  fit,  is  taken  out  of  their 
hands,  and  left  absolutely  with  the  pro¬ 
posed  commonwealth  })arliament. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  No;  the  federal 
parliament  has  power  to  make  laws  on  cer¬ 
tain  subjects,  and  until  it  does  .so  the  powers 
of  the  states  remain. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  know  that ;  but  when 
the  commonwealth  has  dealt  with  customs 
and  excise,  the  sole  power  of  dealing  with 
customs  and  excise  will  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  commonwealth,  and  not  of 
the  states.  It  is  about  clause  52,  sub¬ 
clause  3,  that  I  particularly  want  informa¬ 
tion,  and  I  am  sure  the  people  of  the 
colony  will  be  very  glad  to  have  some  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  matter  from  the  hon. 
member.  This  sub-clause  will  give  the 
commonwealth  exclusive  power  of  raising 
money  by  any  form  of  taxation. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No;  concurrent 
power ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Where  is  the  word  “con¬ 
current’’?  I  failed  to  gather  from  the  debate 
[Mr,  Dibha,  . 


that  there  was  any  means  of  raising  money 
except  by  taxation.  The  clause  says  that, 
“  so  that  all  sucli  taxation  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  commonwealth  ”  it  shall  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  commonwealth. 
I  feel  sure  that  hon.  members  will  be  glad 
to  be  perfectly  clear  on  this  point,  because 
the  bill  will  be  discussed  in  the  various 
parliaments,  and  we  shall  have  to  face  our 
constituents  upon  it.  It  is  therefore  neces¬ 
sary  for  us  to  have  the  fullest  information, 
so  that  we  may  be  able  to  place  it  before 
the  people  through  the  parliaments.  I  want 
it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  the  states 
have  not  forfeited  their  rights  of  taxation 
by  allowing  the  3rd  sub-clause  of  clause  52, 
part  V,  relating  to  the  powers  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  to  raise  money,  to  pass  as  it 
stands  in  the  bill.  To  make  my  meaning 
clear,  I  will  put  a  case  :  Take  the  case  of 
New  South  Wales.  This  colony  requires 
to  raise,  in  round  numbers,  something  like 
X2, 000,000  for  the  annual  payment  of 
interest  on  our  public  debt.  We  shall  re¬ 
quire,  in  all  probability,  to  go  to  the  coun- 
try  for  a  land-tax  and  an  income-tax,  and 
what  I  wish  to  arrive  at  is  as  to  whether 
the  states  will  be  able  to  look  to  land  and 
income  as  sources  of  revenue  when  this 
constitution  becomes  law,  and  wdien  the 
3rd  sub-clause  of  clau.se  52  stands  as  por¬ 
tion  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Yes  ! 

Mr.  Munro  :  Certainly  1 

Mr.  DIBBS:  Then  let  the  explanation 
be  made  known.  Let  it  be  understood 
that  the  people  of  Amstmlia  will  be  liable 
to  two  forms  of  taxation  in  the  shaj)e  of 
income-tax  and  land-tax;  that  the  com¬ 
monwealth  may  agree  to  a  land  and  in¬ 
come-tax,  and  that  the  states  will  havo 
left  to  them  the  power  of  also  agreeing  to 
an  income-tax  for  state  purpo.sos.  If  the 
hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Grifiith,  will 
make  that  perfectly  clear,  we  shall  know 
how  we  stand.  Whilst  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  is  making  the  explanation,  I  trust  he 
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will  also  make  anotlier  explanation,  TJiis 
bill  lias  been  framed  in  a  remarkably  short 
space  of  time,  and  has  been  passed  in  a 
shorter  time  than  any  such  important  bill 
has  been  passed  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world. 

jNIr.  Abbott:  It  only  took  nineteen 
days  for  the  American  people  to  form  their 
constitution  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Tlie  hon.  member  speaks 
from  his  knowledge  of  history,  whiclihe  has 
read  with  his  eyes  and  understood  with 
his  elbows. 

I\Ir.  Abbott  :  That  is  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man’s  usual  courtesy  ! 

Mr.  BIBBS :  When  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  makes  a  statement  which  is  at  once 
corrected  by  those  around  him,  he  might 
apologise  for  the  interruption.  We  are 
here,  not  to  deal  with  matters  of  courtesy, 
but  to  perform  a  solemn  duty ;  and  we 
have  a  right  to  obtain  all  the  information 
w'e  possibly  can.  After  to-day  there  wdll 
be  no  opportunity  of  asking  questions  and 
obtaining  information,  and  we  shall  only 
liave  the  ex  parte  statements  of  the  strong 
advocates  of  federation,  or  the  strong  op¬ 
ponents  of  federation.  The  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  who  has  prepared  this  bill  is  the 
proper  person ’•to  give  us  any  information 
which  is  required,  and  I  know  he  will 
cheerfully  do  so.  Another  point  on  which 
I  desire  information — and  not  myself  alone 
but  other  members  of  the  Convention — is 
in  regard  to  what  is  termed  the  inspection 
law.  On  page  20  of  the  revised  copy  of 
the  bill,  and  in  clause  13,  it  is  stated  : 

A  state  shall  not  impose  any  taxes  or  duties 
on  imports  or  exports,  except  such  as  are  neces¬ 
sary  for  executing  the  inspection  laws  of  the 
state  ;  and  the  net  produce  of  all  taxes  and 
duties  imposed  ])y  a  state  on  imports  or  exj>orts 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth  ;  and 
any  such  inspection  laws  may  be  annulled  by 
the  parliament  of  the  commonw'ealth. 

If  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith, 
will  add  to  liis  other  obligations  to  the 
Convention,  and  to  myself  personally,  by 


giving  some  information  as  to  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  expression  inspection  law,”  I 
shall  esteem  it  a  favour.  I  only  ask  these 
very  important  questions  because  thepuhlic 
will  require  to  know  whether,  by  adopting 
this  constitution,  they  are  granting  to  their 
own  state  parliaments  the  power  of  taxing 
land  and  income,  and  whether  they  are 
giving  an  equal  powerto  the  common w^ealth 
parliament — whether  each  parliament  will 
have  that  power,  or  whether  it  is  reserved 
to  the  commonwealth  to  make  one  uniform 
system  of  land-tax  and  income-tax  througli- 
out  the  country. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  If  the 
members  of  the  Convention  will  allow  me 
to  answer  the  hon.  gentleman  I  shall  be 
V6ry  glad  to  do  so.  The  hon.  gentleman 
asks  w'hether  the  powers  of  taxation,  other 
than  those  relating  to  customs  and  e.xcise, 
will  be  exclusively  vested  in  the  federal  par¬ 
liament,  or  whether  the  other  parliaments 
will  also  possess  those  powers.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  all  the  parliaments  of  the 
states  will  have  precisely  the  same  powers 
of  taxation  as  they  have  at  present,  with 
the  sole  exception  of  the  right  to  impose 
customs  and  excise  duties,  after  a  uniform 
tariff  has  been  established.  It  is  possible 
that  both  parliaments  might  impose  taxes 
on  the  same  thing.  That  cannot  be  helped. 

I  am  sure  the  federal  parliament  would 
never  impose  direct  taxation  excepting  in 
a  case  of  great  national  urgency.  The 
other  question  the  hon.  gentleman  asks  is 
as  to  what  is  the  meaning  of  inspection 
laws.  Import  duties  might  be  imposed 
under  the  guise  of  inspection  laws.  For 
instance,  a  stock-tax  might  be  imposed, 
and  it  might  be  termed  an  inspection  tax  j 
the  cattle  might  be  inspected  with  the 
object  of  seeing  whether  they  are  suffering 
from  pleuro  pneumonia,  and  10s.  a  head 
for  the  inspection  might  be  charged.  The 
clause  dealing  with  that  matter  is  the  same 
as  the  one  contained  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  to  prevent  states 
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imposing  import  duties  under  such  pre¬ 
tences.  They  may  very  properly  pass 
inspection  laws  for  instance  in  the  case  of 
stock  suffering  from  disease,  or  in  the  case 
of  tea,  kerosene,  explosives,  or  articles  of 
that  kind  ;  but  if  they  have  the  power  to 
do  that  it  should  be  for  the  purposes  of 
inspection  only,  and  they  ought  not  to  use 
the  power  to  place  a  restriction  on  trade. 

I'hc  Vice- Prebident  took  the  chair. 

Sir  HENRY  PARKES  :  I  hope  I  shall 
have  no  need  to  offer  apologies  for  saying 
a  few  words  at  this  stage  of  our  business. 
I  naturally  must  have,  in  some  measure, 
a  special  interest  in  the  event  which  has 
t^ken  place.  It  is  only  some  seventeen 
months  ago  since  the  proposal  for  holding 
this  Convention  was  first  made,  and  I 
think  I  may  say  with  all  sincerity,!  never 
in  my  most  sanguine  moments,  expected 
that  we  should  reach  tliis  great  and  im¬ 
portant  stage  at  so  early  a  date.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  me  to  recognise  the  voice  of 
the  lion,  member,  Mr.  Munro,  as  the  first 
definite  voice  that  gave  me  encouragement. 
About  the  time  when  my  letter  to  the  hon. 
member,  ]Hr.  Gillies,  was  sent  at  the  end  of 
theyear  1889,  thehon.  member,  Mr.  Munro, 
made  a  speech  to  his  constituents  at  Gee¬ 
long,  and  I  noticed,  naturally  enough,  that 
in  that  speech  he  emphatically  and  unre¬ 
servedly  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the 
proposal  tlien  made.  Another  gentleman 
here  was  the  second  to  give  me  a  w’ord  of 
concurrence  and  encouragement,  very  soon 
after  what  fell  from  the  hon.  member,  Mr. 
Munro — that  is.  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraitb. 

I  could  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that 
events  would  march  so  rapidly  as  they 
have  done,  and  a  few  months  afterwards 
I  was  most  pleasurably  surprised  by  the 
cordial  support  to  this  propo.sal  offered  by 
the  late  premier  of  Victoria,  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Gillies,  and  also  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin.  Since  then  things 
have  gone  on  with  increasing  speed,  until 
we  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
[iS'iV  Samuel  Griffith, 


work  of  this  Convention.  I  have  no  more 
to  say  in  Avords  of  that  character ;  but  I 
desire  now  to  offer  my  most  sincere  con¬ 
gratulations  to  the  delegates  from  the 
different  Australian  colonies,  not  simply 
on  the  result  of  their  labours,  but  also 
on  the  admirable  tact,  the  untiring  perse¬ 
verance,  and  the  disposition  to  consider 
each  others^  views,  wdiich  have  character¬ 
ised  the  wdiolc  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Convention,  Naturally  in  an  assembly 
of  forty-five  gentlemen,  many  of  them 
leaders  of  public  opinion,  it  could  not  be 
otherwise  than  that  there  would  be  strong 

o 

differences  of  opinion ;  but,  however  strongly 
marked  those  differences  of  opinion  have 
been,  they  have  never  sunk  into  wdiat 
could  be  called  vituperation,  or  even  dis¬ 
trust — not  in  one  single  instance  to  my 
knowledge.  We  must  make  fair  allowances 
for  men’s  feelings  and  for  their  different 
modes  of  giving  expression  to  those  feel- 
ings ;  but,  on  the  whole,  the  proceedings 
of  this  Convention  have  been  marked  by 
a  regard  for  each  other,  and  by  a  disposi¬ 
tion  to  reach  the  great  end  we  have  had 
in  view  with  as  much  harmony  as  possible, 
wduch,  I  think,  is  in  the  highest  degree 
creditable,  and  I  think  that  the  work  which 
we  have  performed,  taken  as  a  w^hole,  may 
be  considered  a  great  and  valuable  work. 
I  can  speak  very  freely  of  the  constitution 
bill  prepared,  because  I  have  had  no  direct 
hand  in  the  preparation  of  it,  nor  any  hand 
at  all,  beyond  stating  my  reasons  in  the 
conimittee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and 
offering  such  suggestions  as  occurred  to  me. 

I  venture  to  think  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  find  any  document  of  the  same 
character  which, in  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  reasoned  out,  and  the  clearness 
with  which  its  principles  are  expressed, 
would  be  very  superior  to  the  document 
which  w'e  have  produced,  and  I  venture 
to  think  that  all  these  colonics  may,  and  I 
dare  to  prophesy,  although  it  is  rather  a 
dangerous  thing  to  prophesy,  that  they 
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will  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  result  of 
these  labours.  There  have  been  points  of 
dissent  and  contention,  naturally  enough, 
in  coining  to  our  conclusions  ;  bub  again 
I  venture  to  think  that  those  points  of 
dispute,  as  time  rolls  on,  will  bo  found 
to  have  been  best  treated  in  this  bill.  I 
allude  specially  to  the  powers  of  the  senate, 
to  the  position  of  the  governor-general, 
and  to  the  status  of  the  governors  of  the 
colonies.  I  venture  to  think  that  experi¬ 
ence  will  show'  that  the  compromise  ar¬ 
rived  at  has  been,  considering  the  adverse 
opinions  held  by  bon.  gentlemen,  a  w'ise, 
temperate,  and  successful  compromise. 
The  more  the  bill  is  discussed,  I  feel  per¬ 
suaded  the  l>etter  it  will  be  for  it,  and  I 
am  certain  that  in  the  light  of  discussion 
all  those  compromises  will  appear  to  have 
been  w  ise  and  just.  I  do  not  think  that 
I  ought  to  be  restrained  from  making  some 
reference  to  the  opponents  of  federation 
outside  this  Convention,  We  may  be  sure 
that  the  bill  will  meet  with  perhaps  viru¬ 
lent  opposition.  We  know'  w  ith  w  hat  vio¬ 
lence  of  feeling,  with  wiiat  violence  of  ex¬ 
pression,  every  great  w’ork  at  every  period 
of  history  has  been  assailed  by  those  who 
w'ere  opposed  to  it,  and  still  more  by  those 
wiio  assailed  it  for  no  reason  at  all,  and 
under  no  guidance  tliat  could  be  intelligible. 
We  know  that  at  all  times  in  the  mother 
country  w  hen  great  constitutional  changes 
have  taken  place — not  less  in  America — 
the  most  violent  and  unscrupulous  expres¬ 
sions  of  opinion  and  exhibitions  of  conduct 
w'ere  indulged  in  by  persons  wdio  mani¬ 
fested  them  not  so  much  from  their  oppo¬ 
sition  to  some  particular  constitutional 
change  as  from  their  disposition  to  do  mis¬ 
chief.  I  w’as  reading  in  a  book,  wrhich,  I 
think,  lies  on  the  table,  that  during  the 
administration  of  Washington  a  rabble 
which  filled  the  streets  of  Philadelphia 
cried  out  that  Washington  sliould  be 
dragged  out  of  his  house  and  dealt  with 
by  the  populace  j  and  in  the  same  book  it 


is  stated  that  the  second  President  of 
America  was  held  in  such  detestation  by 
some  persons  that  when  a  motlier  brought 
her  infant  son  to  the  baptismal  font  and 
desired  him  to  be  christened  “Thomas 
Jefferson — Thomas  Jefferson  Jones,  for 
example — the  minister  peremptorily  re¬ 
fused  to  christen  him,  and  stated  that  he 
w'ould  rather  christen  him  Beelzebub.  I 
read  in  the  same  book  of  one  pious  old 
gentleman  wdio  raised  his  head  from  his 
dying  pillow  and  cried  out  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  in  Jesus  Christ  and  the  resurrec¬ 
tion,  but  that  he  had  a  w'holesome  hatred 
for  the  devil  and  Tom  J efferson.  When 
sucli  manifestations  of  feeling  as  that 
have  been  excited  against  the  men  wdio 
are  now'  regarded  as  public  benefactors, 
w’e  also  may  expect  to  meet  with  abuse. 
The  first  class  who  wdll  adversely  criticise 
the  w'ork  of  this  Convention  wdll  be  the 
uninformed  and  the  reckless.  They  are 
always  ready  to  denounce  any  w'ork  which 
they  cannot  comprehend,  and  they  exist 
everyw'here  in  New'  South  Wales,  in  Vic¬ 
toria,  in  South  Australia,  and  in  all  parts 
of  these  colonies.  But  it  is  worthy  of  re¬ 
mark,  and  I  think  I  am  quite  entitled  to 
point  out  at  this  moment  that,  of  all  those 
w’ho  so  far  have  criticised  in  adverse  tenns 
the  work  of  this  Convention,  there  is  not 
one  that  has  given  a  clear  reason  for  the 
course  he  has  taken,  nor  one  that  has 
stated  the  case  with  any  degree  of  veracity 
and  truth.  I  wdll  give  examples.  We 
have  been  accused  of  giving  away  the 
liberties  of  New  South  Wales,  and  no 
doubt  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  ]\Ir. 
Gillies,  and  the  hon.  gentleman  behind  me, 
Mr.  Munro,  will  hear  that  w'e  have  given 
away  the  liberties  of  Victoria.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  my  athletic  friend,  Mr. 
Kingston,  w'ill  hear  the  same  thing  in  South 
Australia.  But  I  want  to  ask  w'hat  liber¬ 
ties  w'e  have  given  aw'ay  ?  I  suppose  the 
liberties  of  a  free  people  consist  in  the 
protection  of  their  possessions,  their  lives, 
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their  property  \inder  the  laws  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  protection  of  their  free  exer¬ 
cise  of  the  franchises  which  they  enjoy 
under  the  constitution.  Have  we  touched 
eitlier  ?  Have  we  given  away  any  security 
under  the  laws  of  the  country^  ?  Have  we 
given  away,  in  any  degree  whatever,  the 
iberties  enjoyed  under  the  political  insti¬ 
tutions  of  this  country  ?  We  rather — 
not  rather,  but  in  a  marked  degree,  extend 
the  province  of  law,  and  endeavour  to 
make  it  more  accessible  and  more  com¬ 
pletely  satisfactory  to  all  classes  of  the 
country,  and,  in  regard  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  so  far  from 
giving  aw^ay  any  particle  of  these  libeHies, 
our  efforts  tend  to  vastly  extend  them.  The 
people  of  New  South  Wales,  for  example, 
enjoy  every  atom  of  liberty  which  they 
enjoyed  before,  but  their  liberties  w’ill  be 
circiimscriljed  only  by  the  shores  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  as  a  whole.  Now,  they  have  liberty 
and  political  power  confined  to  a  very 
small  space  on  this  continent — then  they 
will  have  liberty  and  power  extended  over 
the  whole  of  the  colonies.  How  w’e  can 
be  accused  of  giving  away  the  liberties 
of  the  people  w’hen  the  direct  contrary  is 
the  case — when  we  have  greatly  and  bene¬ 
volently,  and  justly  extended  the  liberties 
of  all  classes  of  the  people — passes  under¬ 
standing.  Then  we  are  accused  of  giving 
away  the  lands.  I  will  take  New  South 
Wales  again,  though  of  cour.se,  the  case 
might  be  stated  in  connection  with  any  one 
of  the  other  colonies.  We  are  accused  of 
giving  away  the  lands  of  New  South  Wales. 
That  is  so  incorrect  that  I  think  I  shall 
be  pardoned  if  I  characterise  it  as  a  shame¬ 
ful  pervei-sion  of  the  truth.  For  so  far 
from  giving  away  one  inch  of  the  lands  of 
New  South  Wales,  we  have  taken  special 
care  to  guard  the  lands,  and  the  terri¬ 
torial  rights,  as  they  stand  at  the  present 
moment  And  this  remark  applies  to  all 
the  other  colonies.  Then,  again,  we  are 
told— and  this,  especially,  is  aimed  at  New 
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South  Wales — that  we  have  given  up  the 
control  of  our  inland  rivers,  the  Murray 
and  the  Darling.  We  have  done  nothing 
of  the  kind.  What  we  really  have  done 
in  this  bill  is  to  allow  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  to  so  regulate  these  rivers  that  their 
navigation  and  trafiic  shall  be  best  pro¬ 
moted  in  the  interests  of  all  the  con¬ 
terminous  colonies.  Is  not  that  simply 
just?  If  in  regard  to  the  Murray  and 
tlie  Darling  this  is  done,  what  becomes  of 
the  Murray  which  I  believe  flows  fully 
200  miles  through  the  territory  of  South 
Australia?  Would  not  that  be  in  our 
interest  ?  Does  not  New  South  Wales, 
does  not  Victoria  desire  to  use  the  Mur¬ 
ray  for  all  the  purposes  of  trade  ?  And 
if  the  Murray  and  the  Darling  in  New 
South  Wales  are  controlled  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  all  Australia,  in  the  interests 
of  all  the  neighbouring  colonies,  is  not  the 
Murray  in  its  flow  through  South  Aus¬ 
tralia,  with  South  Australian  land  on  both 
its  banks,  and  no  other,  equally  conserved 
in  the  interests  of  New  South  Wales  ?  So 
that  I  think  I  am  fully  justified  in  saying 
that  the  persons  who  have  set  up  to  de¬ 
nounce  our  work  have  no  ca.se  whatever, 
and  they  attempt  to  put  forth  no  case 
which  is  not  based  upon  gross  mis¬ 
representation  of  facts,  and  which  can¬ 
not  be  supported  by  reason.  It  is  proper, 
at  this  stage  of  my  observations,  to  point 
out  that  if  we  are  going  to  federate,  if  we 
are  in  earnest  in  our  desire  to  make  an 
Australian  nation,  we  must  to  a  very  large 
extent,  look  to  the  whole  of  Australia.  I, 
as  a  citizen  of  New  South  Wales,  so  far 
as  I  may  have  influence,  must  look  to  Vic¬ 
toria,  to  South  Australia,  to  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia,  to  Queensland,  and  to  the  new  colo¬ 
nies  which  are  sure  to  come  into  existence 
just  as  much  as  I  look  to  New  South 
Wales,  when  I  am  viewing  any  matter 
in  a  federal  light  and  as  a  federal  transac¬ 
tion.  No  doubt  it  will  be  our  duty  to  see 
that  our  respective  colonies  are  not  injured 
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in  the  administration  which  may  follow, 
and  very  possibly  at  no  very  distant  date, 
upon  our  work  of  the  last  five  or  six 
weeks.  No  one  can  complain  of  that.  So 
far  from  complaining  of  it,  the  man  would 
be  hardly  fit  to  have  a  home  in  any  one 
of  the  colonies  who  did  not  guard  his  own 
particular  state  from  intrusion,  from  tres¬ 
pass,  and  from  wrong.  But  we  must  look 
beyond  all  that  ;  and  'we  must  look  to  the 
national  powers,  the  national  rights,  and 
the  national  progress  of  the  government 
which  we  are  about  to  erect,  and  this  go¬ 
vernment  would  be  im][>erfect  indeed  if  it 
liad  not  a  voice  in  the  determination  of  how 
our  inland  navigation,  let  the  question  arise 
in  whatever  colony  it  may,  is  to  be  controlled 
for  the  benefit  of  these  congeries  of  states 
— for  this  new  nation  made  out  of  five  or 
six  hitherto  separated  colonies.  Now,  it  is 
very  unpleasant  to  dwell — and  I  do  not  in¬ 
tend  to  do  so — upon  a  subject  of  this  char¬ 
acter  ;  but  when  we  find  persons  endea¬ 
vouring  to  aw^aken  animosity  in  the  public 
mind  against  the  work  of  the  Convention, 
w'ho  give  no  reason  for  what  they  are 
doing,  who  cannot,  apparently  from  some 
defect  in  their  intellectual  structure,  state 
any  case  with  accuracy,  we  may  well,  I 
think,  state  how  ill-founded  their  accusa¬ 
tions  are,  and  may  well  be  pardoned  for 
stating  the  naked  truth.  I  think  I  have  ex¬ 
hausted  the  category  of  anathemas  hurled 
at  us  by  certain  people  out  of  doors.  I 
think  I  have  pointed  out  that  in  every 
case  these  vituperative  attacks  are  based 
either  upon  ignorance  or  upon  a  wilful 
misrepresentation  of  the  real  facts.  We 
liave  arrived  now  at  the  finish  of  this  bill, 
in  which  I  think  every  delegate  may  justi¬ 
fiably  take  a  clear  prida  This  bill,  I  have 
no  doubt  whatever,  will  be  ratified  by  the 
people  of  these  colonies.  1  have  no  doubt 
whatever  in  my  mind  that  the  large  colo¬ 
nies  will  ratify  this  bill.  I  see  nothing  in  it 
wdiich  can  possibly  germinate  into  a  valid 
ground  for  withdrawing  the  popular  assent 
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from  its  provisions.  I  see  as  much  as  we 
could  possibly  expect  in  the  measure  to  com¬ 
mend  it  to  the  approval  of  nearly  all  classes 
of  the  people  in  these  free  states.  I  olTer 
these  observations  on  the  motion  for  the 
adoption  of  tliis  report,  because  it  appears 
to  me  the  proper  time.  Looking  to  the 
future  from  the  point  at  which  we  have  nowr 
arrived,  I  feel  that  I  only  state  the  plain 
truth  in  stating  that  this  bill,  for  the  prepar¬ 
ation  of  which  my  hon.  friend,  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith,  deserves  so  much  praise,  will  be 
a  document  remembered  as  long  as  Aus¬ 
tralia  and  the  English  language  endure. 
That  is  a  bold  expression,  but  not  an  ex¬ 
travagant  one.  The  colonies  must  feder¬ 
ate,  or,  in  other  words,  they  must  come 
together,  and  be  one  some  day  or  other.  I 
wdll  assume  for  a  moment  that  that  day 
has  not  arrived  now.  If  that  be  the 
case,  it  cannot  be  far  off ;  and  whenever 
the  time  comes  this  admirably  drawn  bill, 
so  clear,  so  instinct  with  the  true  spirit  of 
well-ordered  liberty,  so  instinct  with  a 
true  appreciation  of  stable  and  sober  law^s, 
so  pervaded  by  the  very  spirit  of  tolera¬ 
tion  and  mutual  consideration — that  come 
whenever  that  day  may,  this  bill  must  be 
in  the  foundation  of  the  edifice  of  federal 
liberty.  It  can  never  be  forgotten,  it 
can  never  be  depreciated,  it  can  never  be 
made  less  than  it  is  to-day ;  and  supposing^ 
another  constitution  should  be  framed  by 
other  men,  to  a  very  large  extent  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  bill  must  be  embodied  iu 
that  constitution,  so  that  this  Convention 
has  breathed  into  this  bill  the  breath  of 
an  immortal  life.  As  long  as  these  colo« 
nies  exist,  as  long  as  the  language  we  speak 
exists,  this  will  be  one  of  the  gi'eat  founda¬ 
tion  stones  in  raising  tow^ards  lieaven  the 
temple  of  the  nation’s  liberties.  We  may 
well  then  be  satisfied.  I  must  say  my 
own  attendance  here  has  been  somewhat 
exacting.  I  think  the  attendance  of  my 
hon.  friends,  the  delegates  from  Queens¬ 
land,  must  have  been  equally  so.  All  must 
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have  made  great  sacrifices  ;  but  we  may 
well  be  satisfied  with  what  we  have  done. 
Under  any  circumstances,  no  body  of  men 
could  have  done  much  more,  and  I,  for 
one,  do  not  tliink  that  misrepresentation 
will  have  much  power  in  diverting  the 
attention  of  the  public  from  the  true  merits 
of  our  labours.  I  support  the  motion 
for  the  adoption  of  this  report  with  every 
possible  feeling  of  concurrence.  '  I  have 
no  doubt  the  motion  will  be  carried  unani¬ 
mously,  and  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
that  our  approval  w’ill  be  re-echoed  by 
the  best  portions  of  the  population  of  all 
these  colonies.  Our  labours,  under  our 
commissions,  are  so  far  at  an  end.  But 
some  of  us  will  have  to  fight  the  battle  of 
the  bill  in  the  parliaments,  and  before  the 
peoples  of  these  countries,  I  shall  enter 
upon  that  task  'with  a  light  heart,  and  a 
conscience  that  tells  me  we  have  done 
'v^'ell,  that  w^e  have  done  our  best,  that  we 
iiave  not  been  diverted  by  any  inferior  ob¬ 
ject,  and  that,  almost  'without  exception, 
we  have  engaged  in  our  work  with  a 
'^sdioleness  of  soul  and  the  exercise  of  our 
best  thoughts.  The  result  of  our  labours, 
I  say  unhesitatingly,  will  be  generally 
approved  by  all  the  most  thoughful  of 
the  population,  by  all  those  in  fact  who 
are  most  competent  to  fonii  an  opinion 
on  so  difficult,  so  complex,  and  so  hazard¬ 
ous  a  labour  as  ours  has  been.  I  give  my 
support  to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  member. 
Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  support  I  give  will 
fairy  represent  the  support  the  bill  will 
receive  from  the  people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  say  much  on  the  pre¬ 
sent  occasion.  In  fact,  the  time  has  now 
arrived  when  we  must  be  departing  for 
our  colonies,  the  work  'we  undertook  hav¬ 
ing  been  completed.  I  quite  agree  with 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  we  ought  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  work  that  has  been  done. 

[/Sir  Henry  Parkes. 


Personally,  I  must  say  that  the  present 
position  of  affairs  is  altogether  better  than 
that  I  expected  to  see  about  ten  days  ago. 
Coming  together,  as  we  did,  from  the  vari¬ 
ous  colonies,  under  a  mandate  from  our 
parliaments,  to  frame  a  constitution,  each 
of  us  coming  with  life-long  convictions,  and 
with  a  determination  to  do  what  we  could 
to  make  the  constitution  the  best  one  pos¬ 
sible,  of  course  it  was  to  be  expected  that 
•there  should  be  a  large  amount  of  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion,  and  that  our  opinions 
should  be  very  strongly  expressed.  But  I 
am  happy  to  say,  with  you,  sir,  that  while 
that  was  the  case  there  was  little  or  no 
pei*sonal  misunderstanding  amongst  us.  I, 
for  one,  feel  that  it  is  a  high  honor  to  have 
been  a  member  of  this  Convention.  I 
shall  feel,  for  the  rest  of  my  life,  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  having  met  the  hon.  gentlemen 
sent  here  as  representatives  of  the  various 
parliaments  on  an  occasion  like  this,  to 
exchange  views  and  consider  this  great 
question.  To  all  of  us,  1  think,  that  is  a 
pleasure  we  shall  not  forget.  Of  course  we 
knew  a  number  of  these  hon.  gentlemen  by 
name  from  the  important  positions  which 
they  occupy  in  their  various  colonies,  but 
we  have  now  met  face  to  face,  and  I, 
who  have  expressed  my  views  as  strongly 
as  any  one  as  to  what  the  constitution 
should  be,  feel  that  each  one  who  has  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Convention,  from  the  first  day 
until  now,  has  done  so  with  an  honest  in¬ 
tention  to  get  the  best  constitution  possible 
for  the  various  colonies.  Some  have  differed 
very  materially  from  me  in  their  views,  but 
I  am  bound  to  acknowledge  that  they  felt 
as  strongly  as  I  did  that  their  own  views 
should  be  given  effect  to.  We  feel,  of 
course,  that  in  the  bill  before  us  none, 
perhaps,  has  obtained  all  he  would  like  to 
get,  and  it  may  be  that  wo  would  all  like 
to  get  a  great  deal.  I  quite  agree  with 
you,  sir,  that  the  best  thanks  of  this  Con¬ 
vention  are  due  to  the  gentleman  who 
drafted  the  bill,  and  who  managed  in  such 
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an  excellent  manner  to  put  the  various 
compromises  in  such  words  that  we  could 
easily  undei*stand  wliat  they  meant,  and 
so  that  we  could  feel  that  justice  had  been 
done  to  all  of  us.  I  was  very  glad  indeed 
to  hear  you  refer  to  the  fact  that  I  was 
among  the  first  to  -give  in  my  adhesion 
to  your  views  when  you  announced  that 
we  must  have  a  federal  parliament.  I 
remember  the  circumstances  very  well.  I 
had  the  honor  of  meeting  the  late  Gover¬ 
nor  of  New  South  Wales,  Lord  Carrington. 
He  felt  very  strongly  with  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  he  asked  me  what  my  views 
Avere.  I  told  him  that  he  could  convey 
to  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Henry  Parkes, 
my  congratulations  on  the  position  he  was 
taking  up,  and  that  I  believed  as  far  as 
Victoria  w’as  concerned,  we  should  assist 
to  the  best  of  our  ability  in  carrying  out 
federation.  I  then  had  to  address  my 
constituents,  and  of  course  gave  expres¬ 
sion  to  my  views  in  that  direction.  I  am 
sure  w^e  all  feel,  as  you,  sir,  feel,  that  our 
work  is  not  finished  ;  that  it  is  practically 
only  begun.  We  have  now  a  constitution 
of  which  w^e  may  well  be  proud,  but  we 
have  to  go  back  to  the  various  colonies  and 
constituencies  and  put  the  question  before 
them.  I  do  trust  and  hope  that  the 
aspirations,  especially  of  the  rising  genera¬ 
tion  of  Australians,  for  a  united  Australia 
will  be  given  effect  to  under  this  constitu¬ 
tion.  I  hope  that  the  little  difficulties  of 
adjustment  that  may  arise  at  the  initia¬ 
tion  of  this  constitution  will  not  prevent 
any  of  the  colonies  from  joining.  I  kno'sv, 
for  instance,  that  our  friend  from  New 
Zealand,  the  hon.  member,  Sir  George 
Grey,  feels  greatly  disappointed  because 
wo  did  not  depart  from  our  instructions  so 
far  as  to  insist  upon  an  alteration  of  the 
constitutions  of  the  various  colonies. 

Sir  George  Grey  :  What  instructions? 

Mr.  MIJNRO:  Our  instructions  Avero 
to  frame  a  constitution  for  the  Australian 
colonies  that  would  be  just  to  all  the  colo- 
3  M 


nies  ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  no  man 
would  assert  that  it  would  be  just  to  the 
colonies  for  us  to  insist  here  upon  an 
alteration  of  their  electoral  system  before 
we  framed  a  constitution.  I  venture  to 
say  Ihat  gentlemen  who  represent  the 
various  constituencies  in  the  colonies  have 
a  perfect  right  to  exercise  their  own 
judgment  with  a  view  to  carrying  out  the 
views  of  their  constituents,  and  we  have 
no  right  to  interfere  witli  them  in  that 
direction.  I  am  thoroughly  with  the  hon. 
gentleman  in  his  views  on  the  question  of 
one  man  one  vote,  and  believe  that  prin¬ 
ciple  should  be  given  effect  to  in  our  law.s. 
But  that  is  not  our  .business  here.  It  is 
not  our  business  to  interfere  with  local  legi.s- 
lation.  We  must  allow  the  various  colonies 
to  do  wffiat  they  think  fit  in  that  direc¬ 
tion.  I  trust  that  the  result  of  the  debates 
here  will  be  to  incite  all  of  us  in  the  various 
colonics  to  see  that  that  principle  shall 
be'  carried  into  effect  at  the  earliest  date 
possible  ;  but  to  have  any  dispute  on  that 
point  now  would  be  entirely  out  of  place, 
because  thi.s  is  not  the  arena  for  it.  We 
came  here  for  a  very  different  purpose, 
and  I  feel  that  we  have  done  good  work. 
Of  coui’se  we  are  told  that  w^e  have  given 
away  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
people.  I  feel,  on  the  contrary,  that  we 
have  enlarged  all  the  privileges  of  the 
people — that  we  have  enlarged  the  scope 
of  the  enterprise  of  all  the  colonies.  Wo 
shall  have  opened  the  country  from  one 
end  to  the  other  to  every  man  in  it  as 
soon  as  this  constitution  shall  have  been 
adopted,  so  that  we  shall  all  form  one 
people.  I  shall  not  feel,  for  instance,  in 
voting  for  representatives  to  the  federal 
parliament,  that  my  power  is  limited  by 
the  Murray  on  the  one  side  and  the  sea 
on  the  other.  I  shall  feel  that  the  power 
of  that  vote  extends  to  Carpentaria  in  one 
direction,  and,  if  Western  Australia  joins 
us,  to  Freemantle  in  the  other.  If  that 
be  so,  surely,  instead  of  giving  away  our 
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rights  and  privileges,  we  are  enlarging 
them.  We  are  enabling  our  friends  in 
Western  Australia,  who  are  at  present 
cooped  up  in  one-third  of  the  continent  to 
vote  in  such  a  manner  that  their  power 
will  extend  from  one  shore  of  Australia 
to  the  other,  and  enabling  them  to  feel 
that  instead  of  being  part  of  a  small  colony 
they  are  part  of  a  powerful  commonwealth, 
of  which  we  may  well  be  proud.  I  have 
gi'eat  pleasure  in  supporting  the  adoption 
of  the  report. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  :  While  I  do  not  desire 
to  detain  the  Convention,  it  yet  appears 
possible  to  add  one  or  two  words  of  a 
general  nature  upon  the  final  stage  which 
we  have  now  reached.  It  is  rather  too  early 
for  us  to  separate  ourselves  from  our  work 
and  its  details  so  as  to  be  able  to  regard 
it  dispassionately  as  a  whole.  The  task  on 
which  we  have  been  engaged  for  the  last 
six  weeks  has  been  onerous  and  arduous 
to  an  almost  unparalleled  degree.  Critics 
who  look  to  the  record  of  our  debates, 
admirably  rendered  as  they  have  been  by 
the  Hansard  staff  of  this  colony,  will  not 
derive  even  from  that  excellent  statement 
a  full  view  of  all  the  circumstances  which 
have  been  operating  upon  the  minds  of 
hon.  members.  There  is  much  unstated  in 
that  record,  because  the  delegates  to  this 
Convention  have  practically  lived  together 
for  six  weeks  in  private  as  well  as  in  public 
intercourse,  and  from  the  natural  action 
and  reaction  of  mind  upon  mind  have  been 
gradually  shaping  their  thoughts  upon  this 
great  question.  The  bill  which  we  present 
is  the  result  of  a  far  more  intricate,  intel¬ 
lectual  process  than  is  exhibited  in  our 
debates ;  unless  the  atmosphere  in  which 
we  have  lived  as  well  as  worked  is  taken 
into  consideration,  the  measure  as  it  stands 
will  not  be  fully  understood.  And  now  the 
hour  has  struck  for  our  departure,  and  the 
work,  so  far  as  we  can  shape  it,  is  about 
to  leave  our  hands.  The  time  for  construc¬ 
tion  has  passed,  and  the  time  for  criticism 
\Mr.  Munro. 


has  begun.  8o  far  from  presenting  our¬ 
selves  as  a  phalanx  resisting  criticism  from 
the  public  outside,  we  have  courted  it  from 
the  outset.  Every  important  step,  and 
every  practical  step  in  shaping  the  consti¬ 
tution  has  been  taken  in  the  full  light  of 
day.  We  send  it  to  the  people  of  Australia, 
not  only  informing  them  of  the  reasons  in 
favour  of  the  particular  provisions  we  have 
adopted,  but  with  information  contained 
in  the  record  of  all  the  reasons  that 
could  be  urged  against  them.  If  there  are 
enemies  of  federation,  if  there  are  hostile 
critics,  I  undertake  to  say  that  none  of  them 
will  be  able  to  present  arguments  against 
these  proposals  which  may  not  be  found  in 
some  form  already  embodied  in  our  debates. 
We  come  before  the  public,  not  in  an  atti¬ 
tude  of  resistance,  but  of  confidence.  The 
w’hole  process  of  constitution-making  has, 
as  far  as  possible,  taken  place  under  their 
eyes,  and  they  will  form  their  judgment  on 
the  whole  of  the  facts.  Those  who  turn  to 
the  pages  of  this  TIansardj  recollecting  the 
report  of  the  meeting  held  in  Melbourne 
twelve  months  ago,  will  surely  be  struck 
by  one  important  circumstance,  and  that 
is,  the  immense  distance  which  has  been 
travelled  since  the  conference  of  1890.  A 
reader  of  the  speeches  delivered  on  that 
occasion  must  be  struck  by  their  obvious 
and  their  necessary  generality.  Federation 
was  then  in  the  air,  and  only  in  the  air ; 
even  after  the  conference  it  still  remained 
to  a  large  extent  with  but  a  phantasmal 
existence.  'To-day  it  has  taken  form,  and 
shape,  and  substance.  It  is  reduced  to 
type ;  and  one  form  of  federation,  at  all 
events,  is  presented  for  the  criticism  of  the 
whole  continent.  Every  rhember  who  was 
present  at  that  Melbourne  Conference,  with 
the  solitary  exception  of  Sir  John  Hall, 
an  able  representative  of  New  Zealand,  is 
a  member  of  this  present  Convention.  One 
other,  whose  presence  we  were  fortunate 
enough  to  enjo7  at  both  meetings,  whose 
ability  we  all  apj)reciated,  and  whose  up 
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right  public  spirit  we  all  revered,  the  late 
Mr.  Macrossan,  has  been  unfortunately 
taken  from  us  during  our  proceedings.  But, 
with  one  exception,  the  whole  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  who  took  part  in  the  Melbourne  Con¬ 
ference  have  joined  in  this  Convention, 
and  although  they  may  be  supposed  to 
have  exercised  a  natural  influence  on  the 
course  of  the  debates,  yet  the  actual  pro¬ 
duct — the  actual  I'esult  of  the  practical 
working  of  this  Convention  is  something 
very  diflerent  from  what  even  the  wisest 
of  those  persons  dreamed  of  twelve  months 
ago.  You,  sir — and  who  more  competent 
to  pass  a  judgment  1 — have  said  that  the 
celerity  with  which  this  movement  has 
advanced  has  taken  even  you  by  surprise, 
and  those  who  feel  called  upon  for  historical 
and  political  purposes  to  gauge  it  by  its 
public  records  will  re-echo  and  reiterate 
your  verdict  when  they  compare  the  excel¬ 
lent  but  shadowy  work  done  by  that  con¬ 
ference  twelve  months  ago  with  the  solid 
practical  outcome  which  we  are  presenting 
to-day.  I  take  it  that  w^e  may  remit  this 
bill  to  our  constituents  wdth  some  confi¬ 
dence,  since  it  is  a  natural  outgrowth  of 
the  constitutions  already  existing  in  Aus- 
tmlia,  of  which  we  ourselves  have  had  ex¬ 
perience,  striking  its  roots  back  to  that 
British  Constitution  from  which  the  fi*ee 
institutions  of  our  race  have  sprung.  It 
does  not  present  the  same  features  as  the 
constitution  of  the  mother  country,  nor 
yet  is  it  identical,  by  any  means,  with  any 
single  constitution  which  can  be  found  in 
Australia ;  but  it  ought  to  be  a  source  of 
confidence  to  note  that  it  has  proceeded 
on  the  same  well-grounded  lines  and  well- 
proved  methods  wdiicli  have  received  the 
sanction  of  our  people  in  all  these  colonies. 
This  constitution  will  not  present  itself 
to  them  as  something  strange,  foreign,  or 
abnormal ;  but  as  something  which  their 
own  experience  will  have  prepared  them 
to  understand  and  appreciate.  The  work 
of  our  hands,  although  it  will  bear  traces 


of  the  study  of  the  constitutions  of  the 
United  States  and  of  Canada,  and  of  con¬ 
stitutions  even  more  remote,  is  yet  dis¬ 
tinctly  an  Anglo-Saxon,  saturated  through 
and  through  wdth  the  spirit  and  confidence 
of  self-government,  which  has  been  char¬ 
acteristic  of  the  race.  This  may  encourage 
us  to  hope  that  our  constituents  will  extend 
to  it  the  same  consideration  wdiich  they 
require  to  give  to  all  political  expedients. 
They  will  not  have  expected  as  the  outcome 
of  our  deliberations  a  scheme  which  any 
particular  section  or  party  would  consider 
perfect ;  without  deifying  compromise,  they 
should  admit  that  the  very  fashion  in  which 
it  has  been  shaped  offers  one  of  the  best 
guarantees  for  its  future  harmonious  work¬ 
ing.  If  those  who  occupy  the  proud  posi¬ 
tion  of  representing  the  people  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  under  this  new'  constitution  meet 
and  deliberate  on  the  many  difficulties  left 
for  their  solution,  and  to  which  we  have 
only  opened  the  doors,  in  that  same  spirit 
of  moderation  which  has  been  exhibited  in 
these  discussions — with  the  same  tolerance, 
fairmindedness,  and  anxious  disposition  to 
amve  at  a  reasonable  compromise — and 
surely  we  are  entitled  to  expect  more  rather 
than  less  from  them — then  the  people  of 
these  colonies  need  feel  no  hesitation  w'hat- 
ever  in  setting  their  seal  to  the  draft  bill 
which  w^e  have  had  the  honor  of  preparing. 
Without  entering  upon  details,  which  have 
been  sufficiently  dealt  w’ith  for  practical 
purposes  during  the  debate,  let  me  add  that 
for  my  own  part  I  should  have  preferred 
to  see  the  second  chamber  no  antithesis  of 
the  first  in  any  respect,  but  simply  a  body 
for  the  securing  of  that  permanence  and 
stability  which  are  necessary  for  good  go¬ 
vernment,  gifted  wdth  authority  to  discuss 
and  powders  to  delay  sufficient  to  make  it 
certain  that  no  popular  measure  could  find 
its  w'ay  to  the  statute-book  unless  it  w^ere 
proved  to  have  been  well  reasoned  upon  and 
approved  of  by  the  people  in  the  maturity 
of  their  judgment.  Though  I  should  have 
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preferred  to  see  the  iij^per  clianibcr  more 
strictly  limited  to  functions  of  that  kind, yet 
I  cannot  conceal  from  myself  the  fact  that 
it  will  be  elected  by  select  constituencies 
— constituencies  which  will  keep  the  cen¬ 
tral  government  in  touch  with  the  local 
governments  of  the  various  states,  and 
which  should  produce  harmony  between 
the  working  of  the  state  parliaments  and 
the  central  parliament.  A  body  of  this 
dignity,  and  charged  with  such  important 
functions,  may  reasonably  be  awarded  a 
higher  position  than  that  of  the  upper 
house  of  any  single  colony.  I  should  have 
preferred  to  see  the  fiscal  question  dealt 
with  in  a  different  fashion,  not  by  way  of 
imposing  any  policy  on  the  future  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Australia — I  am  perfectly  satis¬ 
fied  as  to  what  that  policy  will  be — but 
by  -way  of  giving  confidence  to  those  who 
have  invested  capital  in  our  manufacturing 
industries.  Although  I  should  have  pre¬ 
ferred  this,  yet  my  confidence  is  unabated 
in  the  ultimate  result  of  the  fiscal  liberty 
confeiTed.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is 
any  real  danger  to  protection  from  that 
source.  What  I  desired  to  do  was  to 
allay  the  fears — not  altogether  unreason¬ 
able,  if  not  suflTiciently  well  founded — of 
those  who  look  forward  with  apprehen¬ 
sion  to  the  passing  of  a  uniform  tariff, 
possibly  a  lower  tariff  than  that  at  pre¬ 
sent  in  force  in  some  colony  upon  some 
articles.  And,  finally,  on  the  question 
of  the  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  proposition  which 
I  think  the  hon.  and  learned  member,  Sir 
Samuel  Griffith,  had  in  his  mind  when  he 
spoke  of  preparing  amendments  of  the 
•constitution  by  conventions — the  practice 
whicli  obtains  in  the  separate  states  of  the 
American  Union,  where  the  question  of 
the  amendment  of  the  constitution  is  re¬ 
mitted  to  conventions,  and  tlie  several 
amendments  prepared  by  them  are  then 
submitted  to  a  direct  vote  of  the  electors. 
That  would,  in  my  opinion,  ha  vebeen  a  more 
[J/r,  Deakin, 


satisfactory  manner  of  providing  for  future 
changes  of  the  constitution  than  that  which 
has  found  its  j)lace  in  the  bill,  and  which 
bears  a  closer  analogy  to  the  provisions  in 
the  Constitution  Act  of  the  United  States 
Central  Government.  These  are,  however, 
comparatively  minor  points,  and  I  think 
we  should  all  be  prepared  to  defend  this 
constitution  before  our  constituents  on  the 
ground  that  in  its  spirit,  its  form,  and 
its  character  it  is  thoroughly  liberal  and 
thoroughly  democratic.  The  hon.  member 
who  appeared  to  fear  the  electoral  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  constitution  most,  the  hon. 
member  from  New  Zealand,  Sir  George 
Grey,  has,  I  feel  sure,  not  yet  sufficiently 
acquainted  himself  with  the  accurate  facts 
with  regard  to  plural  voting  and  its  in¬ 
fluence  in  these  colonies.  Neither  in  this 
colony  nor  in  Victoria  does  the  influence 
of  that  vote  exist  to  the  extent  which  he 
supposes.  I  am  confident  that  in  our  own 
colony,  out  of  its  ninety-five  seats,  not  more 
than  ten  seats  are  materially  affected  by 
plural  votes.  For  all  that,  I  am  cordially 
and  thoroughly  at  one  witli  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  in  his  opposition  to  the  principle 
and  practice.  The  Victorian  Assembly  has 
already  passed  a  measure  for  the  abolition 
of  the  .system.  That  measure  forms  part 
of  the  Government  programme  for  next 
ses.sion.  I  believe  it  stands  an  equal  chance 
of  being  adopted  in  the  great  colony  in 
which  we  now  are.  Consequently,  the  pro¬ 
bability  is  that  in  the  two  most  populous 
colonies  of  Australia  the  principle  of  ‘‘one 
man  one  vote^^  will  be  established  at  a  very 
early  date — long,  T  trust,  before  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  tliis  constitution.  That  being  so, 
I  fancy  that  the  fears  to  wdiich  the  hon. 
member.  Sir  George  Grey,  has  given  ex¬ 
pression  in  many  ways  in  regard  to  this 
subject,  are  not  well  founded.  South  Aus¬ 
tralia  and  New  Zealand  have  already 
adopted  the  j)rinciple,  and  I  believe  that 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  if  not 
Queemsland  as  well,  are  on  the  eve  of 
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adopting  it.  The  bill  a.s  it  stands  does  not 
embody  all  that  some  of  us  desired  in  tlie 
matter  of  powei*s.  In  the  Constitutional 
Committee  it  was  contended  that  under 
the  heading  of  statistics  there  was  sufficient 
authority  to  establish  an  agricultural  de¬ 
partment,  such  as  exists  in  the  United 
States  ;  and  it  was  Uiought  premature  at 
this  stage  to  endeavour  to  take  any  federal 
step  in  the  all-important  question  of  water 
supply,  or  in  the  equally  important  subject 
of  the  consolidation  of  the  debts  of  tlie 
colonies.  It  was  thought  inadvisable  to 
attempt  to  make  any  movement  in  these 
directions,  although  there  are,  I  believe,  a 
large  majority  of  the  members  present  who 
trust  and  believe  that  in  the  early  future 
the  federal  parliament  will  see  its  way, 
with  the  consent  of  all  the  colonies,  to 
add  these  to  the  list  of  powers  which  this 
constitution  confers.  It  might  be  possible, 
were  it  necessary,  to  attempt  to  answer  by 
anticipation  some  of  the  contentions  which 
are  certain  to  be  urged  against  this  bill  by 
the  opponents  of  federation.  That  is  a  task 
to  which  we  shall  probably  have  many 
opportunities  of  addressing  ourselves  in 
other  places.  It  may  reasonably  be  said, 
however,  that  imperfect  as  this  measure  is, 
it  contains  within  itself  the  essential  prin¬ 
ciples  of  popular  government ;  it  contains 
within  itself  the  power  which  will  permit 
tlie  people  to  modify  and  shape  it  in  accor¬ 
dance  wdth  their  future  needs ;  it  provides 
for  that  free  and  full  discussion  of  public 
affiiirs,  that  reasonable  consideration  of 
them  by  the  public  at  large  and  that  close 
criticism  of  them  by  the  chambei*s  charged 
with  that  special  duty,  which  is  the  best 
guarantee  for  the  passi i ig of  w ise  1  aws.  Those 
wdio  oppose  it,  disparage,  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance,  their  own  people,  and  in  the  second 
instance  the  people  of  the  neighbouring 
colonies.  They  disparage  their  own  people  if 
they  fear  that  meeting  on  a  fair  and  equal 
field,  and,  appealing  to  the  judgment  and  rea¬ 
son  of  the  whole  commonwealth,  they  will 


not  be  able  to  secure  for  their  state  all  the 
just  consideration  which  is  its  due  in  every 
matter  in  wdiich  its  interests  are  affected. 
They  disparage  themselves  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance  if  they  put  forward  any  such  plea  of 
personal  feebleness,  and  they  also  disparage 
the  people  of  the  neighbouring  colonies 
if  they  contend  that  they  are  not  equally 
fitted  with  tliemselves  to  enter  into  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  the 
citizens  of  a  free  commonwealth.  What 
is  tlie  fact  at  the  present  time  with  regard 
to  the  political  condition  of  these  colonies, 
entirely  independent,  as  they  have  been, 
of  one  another  1  Is  it  not  manifest  and 
remarkable,  that  though  each  colony  has 
been  left  to  follow  its  own  course,  without 
any  regard  to  its  neigliboui*s,  the  laws  of 
all  are  governed  by  exactly  the  same  prin¬ 
ciples  ?  One  of  the  most  familiar  features 
of  colonial  politics  is  that  any  law  which  has 
been  passed  by  one  colony  is  almost  imme¬ 
diately  afterwards  adopted  by  its  neigh¬ 
bours,  if  it  is  found  to  be  successful  in  its 
w'orking ;  and  the  consequence  of  this  has 
been  that  though  some  may  liave  been 
quicker  and  some  slower,  every  colony  has 
advanced  upon  the  same  road.  Their  in¬ 
stitutions  have  been  shaped  in  the  same 
spirit  and  in  the  same  dii'ection.  Taking 
statute-book  by  statute-book,  and  compar¬ 
ing  one  wiih  the  other,  the  di Terences  sink 
into  insignificance,  while  the  main  general 
features  of  likeness  assert  themselves  on 
every  page.  Do  we  need  a  stronger  demon¬ 
stration  than  this  of  the  natural  unity  of 
the  people  of  Australia  with  regard  to  all 
the  political  questions  which  have  agitated 
them  in  the  past,  and  are  agitating  them 
in  the  present ;  and  do  we  need  a  better 
guarantee  than  this  for  those  who  appar¬ 
ently  fear  that  the  instant  they  step  outside 
the  ring-fence  of  their  own  colony  they  will 
be  committing  the  destinies  of  their  people 
to  alien  races,  with  other  aspirations  and 
other  ideals  ?  On  the  contrary,  to  pass  the 
artificial  boundary  of  one  colorly  and  enter 
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another,  involves  no  change  in  the  political 
atmosphere.  The  one  has  just  the  same 
quality  as  the  otlier,  and  one  finds  among 
the  people  across  the  border  identical  aims, 
and  even  identical  means  employed  to  gain 
them.  I  trust  that  these  considerations 
will  be  sufficiently  obvious  to  commend 
themselves  to  the  electors  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  whose  judgment,  in  the  first  instance 
sought  through  their  parliaments  and  then 
directly,  will  ultimately  decide  the  fate  of 
this  bill.  Let  them  note  that  this  con¬ 
stitution  has  been  framed  in  no  spirit  of 
haggling;  that  it  was  impos-sible  to  measure 
the  territory  of  one  by  the  territory  of 
another  inch  to  inch  ;  that  it  was  impossible 
to  gauge  the  possibilities  of  one  against  the 
possibilities  of  another  to  an  ounce  ;  that 
it  was  a  matter  of  practical  impossibility  to 
obtain  a  division  of  the  financial  responsi¬ 
bilities  to  a  penny  or  a  farthing.  What 
has  been  done  has  been  to  secure  sub¬ 
stantial  justice  for  all  the  colonies  of  Aus¬ 
tralasia.  It  will  not  be  by  any  consid¬ 
eration  of  bargain  and  sale,  or  purchase 
and  arrangement,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  will  be  governed.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  believe  they  will  rise  to  the  height 
of  this  great  crisis.  They  will  see  in  this 
proposal  for  union  the  first  pulse-beat  of 
their  national  life.  They  will  behold  in  it 
possibilities,  which  even  the  most  sanguine 
will  not  dare  to  pourtray.  They  will 
realise  that  if  this  is  not  the  best  of  all 
possible  constitutions  it  is  the  best  that  can 
be  framed  and  accepted  at  the  present  time. 
They  will  admit  that  it  has  been  wrought 
by  representative  men  of  all  the  colonies  in 
a  spirit  of  equity,  with  all  the  ability  and  in 
the  light  of  all  the  experience  they  possess, 
and  they  will  rely  with  confidence  upon  its 
results.  They  will  feel  that  the  national 
spiritcan  now  embody  itself  in  this  common¬ 
wealth  in  a  higher,  a  broader,  and  a  nobler 
form  than  has  ever  been  possible  in  the 
past.  They  will  welcome  it  as  an  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  their  political,  their  social,  and 
[i/r.  Deakin, 


their  commercial  life,  as  a  gift  of  new 
ideals,  and  will  recognise  that  by  taking 
this  first  step  upon  the  path  of  national 
development  they  have  entered  upon  a 
new  career,  which  promises  much  in  the 
future,  in  addition  to  what  may  bo 
achieved  individually  by  the  still  powerful 
states  w'ithin  their  own  borders.  Let 
them  estimate  how  rich  the  harvest  of 
union  may  be  by  recalling  the  fruits  of 
their  independent  exertions  in  the  past. 

Sir  JOHN  DOWNER  :  It  would  seem 
rather  a  graceless  and  unthankful  thing 
to  introduce  into  an  atmosphere  of  such 
perfect  harmony  even  one  single  note  of 
discord  ;  but,  while  I  intend  to  support 
the  motion  now  before  the  Convention, 
and  in  the  future  to  do  all  I  can  to  assist 
the  cause  of  Australian  federation,  I  fear 
now,  as  I  feared  during  the  time  the  bill 
was  in  Committee,  that  we  have  not  in 
every  instance  adopted  the  best  method, 
that  we  have  not  risen  to  that  lofty  sphere 
from  which  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin, 
addressed  us  just  now;  but  that  we  have 
voluntarily,  with  our  eyes  wude  open  and 
understanding  exactly  the  difficulties  we 
were  creating,  introduced  propositions  into 
our  new  constitution  which,  up  to  the 
present  time,  have  created  much  mis¬ 
understanding,  and  must  inevitably  in  the 
future  produce  discord.  The  two  great 
questions  which  were  so  much  considered 
and  discussed  in  Committee  w’^ere  the  ques¬ 
tions  as  to  the  position  of  the  individual 
states,  and  the  fiscal  question.  As  to  the 
first,  I  can  only  say  that  having  listened 
most  attentively  to  all  that  has  been  said 
by  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  advocate  the 
bill  as  it  stands  at  present,  and  having 
had  the  advantage  of  constant  private  in¬ 
tercourse  with  them,  and  so  of  hearing 
both  publicly  and  privately  the  arguments 
in  support  of  their  contentions,  I  still 
say  unhesitatingly  that  the  clauses  re¬ 
ferring  to  what  have  been  called  the 
state  rights  are  distinctly  intended  and 
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understood  by  one  portion  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  in  one  direction,  and  as  distinctly 
intended  and  understood  by  another  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Convention  in  another  direc¬ 
tion  ;  and  I  say  that  it  is  not  a  good 
thing  to  begin  that  which  ought  above  all 
to  be  founded  on  perfect  good  faith  and 
perfect  mutual  understanding  with  the 
introduction  of  a  system  which  we  know 
perfectly  well  is  differently  interpreted  by 
different  minds,  and  which  we  know  equally 
well  is  intended  to  be  worked  out  differ¬ 
ently  by  different  members  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  If,  as  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin, 
says,  the  larger  colonie.s  who  supported  the 
view  which  is  contained  in  the  bill  as  it 
now  stands  do  understand  that  the  senate, 
selected  so  carefully,  exalted  so  greatly,  is, 
apart  from  the  question  of  the  numbers  of 
the  people  who  elect  it,  or  of  its  members, 
to  have  a  lofty  position  equal  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  legislature — if  that  is  the 
general  understanding,  whatever  the  words 
may  be,  1  care  very  little,  because  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  interpretation 
of  the  constitution  will  be  governed  at 
least  as  much  by  the  general  understanding 
of  its  meaning  as  by  the  precise  words 
in  which  that  meaning  is  expressed.  I 
do  not  think  that  it  is  possible  that 
the  constitution  is  after  all  sufficiently 
elastic  to  enable  the  senate  to  l)e  all  that, 
personally,  I  would  desire  it  to  be,  and  to 
exercise  all  the  authority  I  would  desire 
it  to  exercise ;  but,  unfortunately,  the 
words  used  are  sufficiently  elastic  to  be 
interpreted  by  one  portion  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  in  one  way',  and  by  the  other  portion 
in  another  direction.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  no  trouble  may  come  out  of  this. 
The  difficulty  which  we  have  was  met  by 
a  commonwealth  which  has  stood  the  te.st 
of  time,  and  their  compromise  we  might,  I 
think,  have  well  adopted  in  this  instance. 
As  to  the  fiscal  question,  there  again  I 
fancy,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so,  pro¬ 
vincialism  w^as  not  displayed  upon  our 


side.  It  was  displayed  rather  on  the  side 
of  some  of  the  larger  colonies,  and  it  will 
not  be  a  good  beginning  to  a  perfect  sys¬ 
tem  of  federation — a  system  intended  to 
make  all  Australians  from  every  colony 
really  the  people  of  one  country — to  so 
arrange  their  fiscal  matters  that  each  colony 
will  in  the  future  have  to  exercise  the 
greatest  watclifulness  to  properly  safe¬ 
guard  its  own  interests  as  against  the 
rest.  I  am  sorry  to  obtrude  these  con¬ 
siderations  at  this  stage  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  Although  disagreeing  with  much 
that  has  been  said,  and  having  serious 
fears  as  to  the  difficulties  w  hich  may  arise 
from  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
I  intend  to  support  the  motion,  and  no 
doubt  I  shall  be  found  in  the  future,  as  in 
the  past,  a  consistent  advocate  for  every¬ 
thing  which  may  ultimately  result  in  the 
union  of  Australia. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  I  wish  to  say  as  little 
as  possible  on  this  occasion,  because  the 
strong  feelings  that  have  been  engendered 
by  debate  and  collision  may  perhaps  lead 
me  to  take  a  view  which,  on  calmer 
consideration,  I  should  not  take.  I  would, 
however,  like  to  put  it  on  record  that  I 
express  no  opinion  at  the  present  time, 
but  hold  myself  open  upon  calmer  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to 
take  such  action  as  it  appears  to  me  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  })eople  of  Australia  and  South 
Australia  should  induce  me  to  taka  I  do 
not  wish  to  discuss,  and  I  .shall  not  discuss, 
the  matters  which  have  been  brought  for¬ 
ward  by  the  hon.  member,  Mr.  Deakin  ; 
but  J  wish  to  put  upon  record  the  position 
w’hich  I  now  take,  because  I  am  afraid 
that  unless  I  do  so,  if  I  afterwards  come 
to  the  conclusion,  whicli  I  hope  I  shall  not 
come  to,  that  it  is  not  my  duty  to  advo¬ 
cate  this  constitution,  I  shall  be  placing 
myself  in  a  false  position. 

Dr.  COCKBDRN  :  I  join  witli  thehon. 
gentlemen  who  have  already  spoken  in 
my  appreciation  of  the  way  in  which  the 
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'svork  of  tlio  Convention  lias  been  clone, 
reflecting  as  it  does  great  credit  upon  those 
responsible  for  its  management.  No  doubt 
the  bill  represents  the  will  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  Convention,  thougli,  as 
one  wlio  lias  pretty  generally  been  found 
voting  with  a  minority,  I  cannot  join  in 
approval  of  all  its  provisions.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  recognise  that  it  has  very 
valuable  features,  though  I  fear  that  it 
has  also  very  great  faults.  It  appears  to 
me  to  tend  more  to  uniBcation  than  to 
federation,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  to  be 
founded  on  a  distrust  of  the  popular  will. 
However,  I  can  only  say  that  I  hope  a 
calm  and  dispassionate  view  of  the  whole 
of  the  events  may  lead  me  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  these  flaws  may  not  be  of  so 
vital  a  nature  as  at  present  I  am  bound  to 
regard  them. 

Mr.  J.  FORREST:  I  should  like  to 
congratulate  the  Convention,  and  also  you, 
Mr.  President,  upon  the  result  of  our 
labours.  Although  this  draft  bill  may 
not  meet  with  the  approval  of  all  of  us — 
in  fact,  some  portions  of  it  have  been  car¬ 
ried  by  very  narrow  majorities,  w'hen,  I 
believe,  the  result  would  have  been  the  re¬ 
verse  in  some  important  instances  had  all 
the  members  of  the  Convention  been  pre¬ 
sent — still,  I  feel  that  it  is  a  very  valuable 
production,  and  one  that  cannot  but  be  of 
great  benefit  to  those  who  are  to  consider 
this  question ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  a 
fair  result  has  been  obtained.  I  quite 
agree  with  you,  sir,  that  the  federation  of 
these  colonies  must  come  sooner  or  later, 
and  the  question  arises  in  my  mind  whether 
this  is  the  most  favourable  time,  or  whether 
some  future  time  would  not  be  more 
favourable.  I  unhesitatingly  say  that, 
so  far  as  I  can  judge,  the  difficulties 
which  surround  the  ciuestion  now  will 
not  be  less  as  time  goes  on  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  if  any  one  is  of  opinion  that  the 
federation  of  the  colonies  is  necessary, 
I  am  convinced  that  no  more  appropriate 
[Z^r.  Cockhnrn. 


time  can  be  cliosen  for  it  than  tlie  present, 
because,  as  the  colonies  grow  larger,  and  as 
our  interests  become  more  diverse,  the  diffi¬ 
culties  now  existing  will  be  increased  many 
fold,  and  no  more  opportune  or  convenient 
time  will  be  found  in  the  future  than  in 
the  present.  Our  w’ork  is  about  completed. 
It  wdll  be  for  the  people  of  the  different 
portions  of  Australia  to  say  wdiether  they 
will  accept  or  reject  the  constitution  wdiich 
lias  been  framed.  It  will  be  my  duty  to 
place  the  bill  before  the  people  of  the  colony 
I  represent  in  its  proper  and  true  light.  It 
w- ill  be  my  duty,  and  the  duty  of  those  asso¬ 
ciated  with  me,  to  explain  the  features  of 
the  bill  to  the  people  of  Western  Australia. 
It  is  not  for  me,  at  the  present  time,  to 
say  what  their  decision  may  be.  As  far 
as  I  can  judge,  the  terms  of  the  bill  are, 
to  the  larger  colonies,  which  are  connected 
by  several  means  of  communication,  and 
especially  of  railway  communication,  suffi¬ 
ciently  good.  Even  if  the  bill  does  not 
meet  wdth  their  entire  approval,  the  con¬ 
ditions  laid  down  in  it  are  sufficiently  fair 
and  just  to  those  colonies  to  enable  them 
to  federate.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge, 
the  colony  which  I  have  the  honor  to  re¬ 
present  seems  to  be  in  the  worst  position, 
the  principal  reason  for  this  being  that  we 
have  no  means  of  communication  with  the 
other  great  colonies.  Before  we  can  have 
communication,  excepting  by  sea,  wdth  any 
part  of  these  colonies,  1,500  miles  of  rail¬ 
way  will  have  to  be  constructed  over  a  coun¬ 
try  at  present  uninhabited. 

Mr.  Muxro  :  Federation  w^ould  hasten, 
that  I 

Mr.  J.  FORREST  :  The  one  great  ob¬ 
stacle  wdiich  I  see  in  the  w  ay  of  our  join¬ 
ing  the  federation,  the  one  great  obstacle 
wdiich  it  will  be  difficult  for  us  to  over¬ 
come  when  we  place  the  matter  before  the 
people  of  Western  Australia,  will,  I  hope, 
soon  be  removed.  I  sincerely  congratu¬ 
late  the  Convention  on  the  result  of  our 
labours;  and  I  especially  thank  those  gen- 
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tlemcn  who  have  given  so  much  time  to 
the  preparation  of  tlie  bill.  Foremost 
amongst  them  I  must  mention  the  name 
of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith. 
I  feel  sure  that  without  his  assistance,  and 
the  able  and  willing  assistance  of  other 
legal  gentlemen,  we  should  not  have  been 
ill  the  position  in  which  we  find  ourselves 
to  day,  of  having  passed  the  bill  through 
the  Convention.  I  also  desire,  before  con¬ 
cluding,  to  tliank  you,  INlr.  President,  and 
the  hon.  member,  Mr.  McMillan,  and  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales,  for  the 
e.xtreme  hospitality  and  kindness  which 
have  been  extended  to  us  during  the  Con¬ 
vention.  Although  our  labours  have  been 
arduous,  and  w’e  have  had  a  great  deal  to 
do,  and  have  been  kept  very  closely  at 
work,  they  have  been  ver}^  much  lightened 
by  the  great  hospitality  and  kindness  which 
we  have  received  from  you  and  members  of 
your  Government,  and,  in  fact,  from  all  the 
people  with  whom  we  have  come  in  contact 
in  New  South  Wales. 

Sir  THOMAS  McILWR AITH :  I  have 
no  intention  of  adding  to  the  very  eloquent 
perorations  which  have  been  made  upon 
our  month’s  work  by  the  diffierent  speakers 
who  have  preceded  me  ;  but  I  should  feel 
myself  to  be  ungrateful  if  I  sat  down  with¬ 
out  expressing  my  gratitude  to  one  hon. 
member  who  has  been  of  immense  benefit 
to  myself.  I  mention  him  now,  because 
his  labour  commenced  long  before  ours  in 
the  Convention — I  mean  the  lion,  member, 
Mr.  Baker.  I  am  glad  to  hear,  from  the 
manner  in  which  my  remarks  have  been 
received,  that  hon.  members  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  so  cordially  agree  with  me. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  I  think  that  all  that 
is  necessary  to  be  said  on  the  present  occa¬ 
sion  as  to  the  quality  of  the  work  that  we 
have  turned  out  has  been  said  by  the  Pre¬ 
sident-  As  we  have  all  been  more  or  less 
engaged  in  the  perfecting  of  this  measure, 
it  seems  very  mucli  like  self-praise  on  our 
part  to  compliment  ourselves  upon  our 


labours.  The  work  we  have  accomplished 
will  have  to  be  criticised  by  the  people 
outside.  They  will  very  possibly  look  at 
it  with  different  eyes  to  ours,  and  we  shall 
have  to  meet  their  criticisms  when  the 
proper  time  ariives,  and  defend  our  work 
in  the  best  way  we  can.  One  thing  which 
I  triLst  will  be  brought  about  throughout 
the  colonies  in  connection  with  federation 
is  this  :  that  the  question  of  federation  will 
not  be  put  before  the  people  mixed  up  with 
party  politics. 

Mr.  Dibbs  :  It  certainly  will  in  New 
South  ^Yales  ! 

Mr.  PLAY'FORD  :  I  trust  that  'vve  shall 
endeavour  to  separate  it  distinctly  from 
party  politics.  I  can  say  for  the  opposition 
in  South  Australia,  and  for  the  ministry 
and  their  supporters,  that  that  is  what  we 
intend  to  do.  AVe  intend  to  keep  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  federation  altogether  distinct  and 
separate  from  questions  of  party  politics  ; 
and  I  am  sure  we  shall  find  in  South  Aus¬ 
tralia,  when  the  question  is  remitted  to  the 
people  for  decision,  ministerial  supporters 
taking  one  side,  and  op[x>sition  supporters 
taking  another,  in  certain  cases,  and  vice 
versli,  w’e  shall  find  them  acting  not  in 
accord  so  far  as  party  politics  are  con¬ 
cerned.  I  may  say,  personally,  that,  taken 
as  a  whole,  although  the  constitution  does 
not  meet  with  my  approval  in  a  great 
many  particulars,  I  look  upon  it  as  one  to 
which  we  can  fairly  ask  the  people  of 
South  Australia  to  agree.  It  must  neces¬ 
sarily  be  a  compromise.  We  have  had  to 
compromise  on  many  points  ;  but,  taking 
the  bill  as  a  whole,  I  shall  only  be  too 
plesised  to  do  all  I  possibly  can  to  get  the 
people  of  South  Australia  to  agree  to  it, 
because  we  have  made  provision  that  if 
it  is  the  wish  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  colonies  to  alter  the  constitution  in 
any  one  particular,  it  can  be  so  altered 
with  considerable  facility.  There  is  only 
one  other  point  to  which  I  wish  to  allude, 
and  that  has  been  alluded  to  by  the  leader 
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of  the  Opposition  in  Soutli  Australia,  tlie 
hon.  member,  Sir  John  Downer.  The  lion, 
member  has  not  expressed  himself  defi¬ 
nitely  as  to  whether  he  will  be  able  to 
agree  to  recommend  this  constitution  to 
the  people  of  South  Australia,  because  of 
that  one  point  in  particular.  I  hope  the 
hon.  member  will  consider  the  matter  again, 
and  I  trust  that  when  he  does  make  up  his 
mind,  he  will  be  found  agreeing  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  adoption  of  the  bill  to  the  people 
of  the  colony.  The  point  to  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  alluded  was  the  one  upon 
which  we  arrived  at — a  compromise  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  powers  of  the  senate.  I  would 
say  to  him  that,  considering  the  compro¬ 
mise  which  was  arrived  at  was  the  com¬ 
promise  which  was  arrived  at  in  South 
Australia  over  twenty  years  ago,  between 
the  Legislative  Council  of  that  colony  and 
the  House  of  Assembly,  and  that  that  com¬ 
promise  has  worked  so  exceedingly  well  for 
that  period,  we,  in  making  the  compromise 
contained  in  the  bill,  have  not  departed 
from  any  powers  we  possess  ;  that  is,  we 
have  not  gone  outside  the  colonies  to  adopt 
a  mode  by  which  we  may  get  over  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  co-ordinate  powers  between  the 
two  houses.  We  have,  however,  adopted 
a  system  which  has  been  in  operation  in 
one  of  the  colonies  for  many  years,  with 
very  happy  results.  Therefore  we  have 
just  as  much  right  to  say  that  by  adopting 
the  South  Australian  compromise  which 
has  worked  so  well  for  so  many  years,  we 
have  adopted  a  compromise  which  will 
work  well  for  the  commonwealth  of  the 
future,  as  we  have  to  say  that  if  we  had 
adopted  the  American  system,  wdiich  I 
contend  exists  under  different  conditions 
and  apart  from  responsible  government, 
it  also  would  have  worked  well.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  need  say  anything  more 
on  the  subject.  I  only  trust  that  it 
will  be  found  that  within  the  next  four  or 
five  years  at  the  outside,  the  federation  of 
the  colonies,  either  on  the  basis  that  we 
[d/r.  Play  ford. 


have  laid  down  here,  or  on  a  somewhat 
similar  one,  will  become  the  law  of  the 
land  for  all  Australia. 

Mr.  RUTLEDGE  :  In  rising  to  sup¬ 
port  the  adoption  of  the  report,  I  do  not 
think  that  many  words  are  necessary.  You, 
sir,  in  the  address  with  which  you  favoured 
the  Convention  this  morning,  gave  expres¬ 
sion  to  the  feelings  that  were  uppermost 
in  my  own  mind,  and  it  would  be  an 
impertinence  on  my  part  if  I  were  to 
attempt  in  my  humble  way  to  repeat  the 
sentiments  to  which  you  have  given  such 
happy  expression.  I  think,  sir,  that  the 
introduction  of  matters  of  detail  into  the 
discussion  that  is  now  going  on  is  rather  un¬ 
fortunate,  and  I  hope  that,  on  this  the  last 
day  on  which  we  are  to  assemble  together, 
we  shall  have  as  few  references  as  possible 
to  the  matters  which  have  separated  us  in 
opinion  during  the  time  we  have  been  to¬ 
gether.  I  am  sure  that,  as  men,  we  are 
separating  with  feelings  of  high  mutual 
regard.  As  has  already  been  said  by  one 
hon.  gentleman,  most  of  us  have  been 
familiar  with  each  other’s  name  and  re¬ 
putation  for  a  long  time  ;  but  we  have 
lacked  the  inestimable  advantage  of  per¬ 
sonal  acquaintance  wdth  the  men  with 
whose  names  and  doings  we  have  so  long 
been  familiar.  I  confess,  for  my  part,  that 
I  have  undergone  a  process  of  education 
whilst  I  have  been  in  the  Convention.  I 
came  here  with  my  ideas  pretty  rigidly 
formed  on  certain  subjects  ;  but  I  have 
found  that,  whilst  my  mind  has  been  oper¬ 
ated  upon  by  the  influence  of  superior 
minds  around  mo,  I  have  been  forced  to 
modify  some  of  the  views  which  I  have 
heretofore  held.  I  came  liere,  for  example, 
as  a  strong  advocate  of  state  rights,  of 
which  my  hon.  friends,  Mr.  Baker  and  Sir 
John  Downer,  are  such  able  exponents  ; 
but,  whilst  I  have  been  here,  I  have  come  to 
see  that  in  order  to  accomplish  the  great 
object  which  we  all  have  in  view  it  is  in¬ 
dispensable  that  some  of  those  views  on. 
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the  subject  of  state  rights  should  be  modi¬ 
fied.  I  do  not  think  that  we  are  charge¬ 
able  with  adopting  any  unworthy  compro¬ 
mise  in  what  we  have  done.  I  recognise 
the  fact  that  we  are  here  as  reasonable 
men.  We  are,  as  far  as  possible,  bound 
to  respect  the  views  which  each  holds 
on  questions  on  which  men  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  hold  different  opinions.  I  have, 
from  the  first,  recognised  the  fact  that 
without  the  inclusion  of  New  South  Wales 
and  Victoria  the  federation  of  these  colo¬ 
nies  would  be  a  gigantic  farce.  I  have 
also  recognised  that  without  a  modifica¬ 
tion  of  some  of  the  views  that  1  held 
on  the  subject  of  state  rights  it  would 
be  impossible  for  those  colonies  to  become 
members  of  the  federation ;  and  I  hav  e, 
therefore,  not  only  felt  the  force  of  the 
position  in  which  I  have  found  myself 
under  these  circumstances,  but,  by  the 
force  of  the  arguments  which  have  been 
employed  in  support  of  the  position  taken 
up  by  those  large  colonies,  I  have  also  felt 
myself  compelled  to  acknowledge  that,  to 
a  certain  extent,  the  views  which  I  held 
ought  to  be  very  considerably  modified. 
I  think  that  we  ought,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  separate  now  with  the  feeling  that  in 
this  Convention  we  have  set  an  example 
which  we  may  well  hope  the  constituencies 
throughout  Australia  will  follow.  Those 
to  whom  we  shall  have  to  appeal  for  the 
ratification  of  our  work  are  men  with 
divergent  views,  such  as  we  ourselves  have 
entertained ;  but,  inasmuch  as  we  in  our 
position  here  have  endeavoured  to  meet 
each  other’s  views  in  a  spirit  of  compro¬ 
mise,  and  in  a  true  federal  spirit,  so  we  have 
set  an  example  which  we  may  hope  those 
to  whom  we  shall  have  to  address  ourselves 
hereafter  wdll  follow ;  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that,  by  reason  of  the  example  which  we 
have  endeavoured  to  set  in  this  respect, 
we  shall  ensure  the  adoption  of  this  con¬ 
stitution  throughout  these  colonies  by  im¬ 
mense  majorities  everywhere.  I  was  glad, 


sir,  to  hear  what  you  so  well  said  witli  re¬ 
gard  to  the  document  which  now  embodies 
the  constitution  of  Australia.  I  have  mar¬ 
velled  at  that  document.  When  I  remem¬ 
ber  that  only  a  few  days  were  at  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  was  as¬ 
signed  the  important  duty  of  preparing 
that  document,  I  am  constrained  to  ask 
myself  which  I  admire  most — the  skill 
with  which  the  work  has  been  done,  or 
the  immense  industry  expended,  in  so  short 
a  time,  in  producing  such  a  document.  It 
is  a  document  of  which  we  all  may  well  be 
proud,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  we  are 
proud  of  it.  I  depart  with  feelings  of 
gratitude  to  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  for  the  admimble  manner  in  wdiich 
they  have  treated  us  while  we  have  been 
here,  with  feelings  of  admiration  for  all 
those  wdio  have  been  associated  with  me 
in  this  Convention,  and  for  the  manner 
in  which  the  gentlemen  upon  whom  has 
devolved  the  responsible  duty  of  reporting 
our  proceedings  have  done  their  work  ;  I 
leave  with  the  belief  that  I  shall  be  a  better 
man,  and  that  my  colony  will  denve 
some  advantage  from  the  benefit  which  I 
have  received  by  my  association  with  the 
eminent  men  who  have  formed  this  Con¬ 


vention. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY :  Sir,  I  cannot 
but  join  cordially  in  the  opinions  expressed 
by  every  hon.  member  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  constitution  has  been  prepared, 
and  I  say  that  we  owe  the  hon.  and  learned 
member.  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  a  debt  of 


deep  gi*atitude.  He  was  courteous  to  all ; 
he  was  as  industrious  as  a  man  could  pos¬ 
sibly  be ;  he  was  as  free  to  acknowledge 
any  mistake  that  he  had  made  in  a  pro¬ 
posal  offered  as  the  most  innocent  child 
could  have  been— so  fairly,  so  freely,  did 
he  at  once  say,  “  I  am  wrong,  I  see  it.”  I 
cfiAv  in  him  nualities  which  would  adorn 


any  statesman,  and  I  formed  the  highest 
possible  opinion  of  what  he  will  ultimately 
attain  to  in  Australasia.  To  the  hon.  and 
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learned  member,  IMr.  Clark,  the  Attorney- 
General  of  Tasmania,  we  also  owe  a  very 
great  debt  of  gratitude.  He  was  equally 
industrious,  equally  patient,  equally  skilled 
almost  in  law  I  will  say,  and  I  felt  that 
throughout  to  those  two  lion,  gentlemen 
we  were  very  greatly  and  deeply  indebted. 
Now,  upon  this  bill  itself  it  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  say  very  much.  I  cannot  help  feeling 
that  it  has  partly  been  wrongly  put  before 
us  to-day.  Everybody  who  differed  from 
the  bill  has  been  found  to  be  wanting  in 
somequalities — sometimes  in  temper,  some¬ 
times  in  justice,  sometimes  they  were  of 
a  very  quarrelsome  disposition,  and  must 
differ  from  everything ;  then,  it  was  per¬ 
fectly  plain  that  there  was  no  ground 
whatever  for  differing  from  this  measure, 
w'hich  was  perfect  in  itself — as  perfect  as 
a  measure  could  be — and  that  nobody  but 
the  most  unreasonable  person  could  join  in 
denouncing  it  in  any  way.  There  was  one 
great  mistake  throughout  all  those  argu¬ 
ments.  We  were  ordered  to  prepare  a 
federal  constitution  for  Australasia,  and 
in  my  belief  we  'were  bound  to  prepare  one 
w'hich  should  have  been  a  model  to  the 
w'orld,  in  which  the  liberty  of  our  fellow- 
men  should,  in  every  respect,  have  been 
fairly  established ;  but  nothing  of  the 
kind  has  been  done  in  this  constitution. 
I  say  in  no  instance  that  I  can  recollect 
has  so  powerful  a  party  in  one  body  sup¬ 
ported  unanimously  that  which  I  believe 
to  be  wrong.  I  sincerely  believe  that 
they  believe  it  to  be  right.  I  cannot  lielp 
thinking  tliey  'were  hardened  in  this  course 
on  account  of  their  having  so  long  enjoyed 
powers  which  I  think  they  ought  never 
to  have  possessed.  The  human  mind  be¬ 
comes  under  such  circumstances  accus¬ 
tomed  to  that  which  is  wrong,  and  wrong 
becomes  right.  I  differ  altogether  from 
hon.  gentlemen  as  they  have  spoken  to-day 
on  the  subject  of  the  plural  vote.  The  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Deakin,  tells  us  or  announces 
to  the  world  that  I  am  much  mistaken  in 
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attributing  to  that  circumstance  such  power 
as  I  do,  and  he  says  he  believes  that  in  the 
case  of  Victoria  only  ten  scats  out  of  ninety 
are  much  influenced  by  the  vote. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  Influenced  at  all ! 

Sir  GEOEGE  GllEY:  ‘‘Influenced  at 
alll”  I  think  that  he  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  :  It  is  perfectly  true, 
though  ! 

Sir  GEOKGE  GREY  :  A  single  double 
vote  would  exercise  some  influence.  The 
hon.  member  would  never  have  spoken  in 
so  loose  a  manner  as  that — I  do  not  recol¬ 
lect  him  saying  it;  but  he  said  that  only 
ten  out  of  ninety  w^ere  so  influenced. 
Well,  that  means  an  immense  number, 
and  it  becomes  a  very  serious  matter  in¬ 
deed.  But  not  only  that :  there  is  a  cer¬ 
tain  degiTidation  to  human  beings  who  are 
obliged  to  submit  to  such  a  system.  When 
plural  voting  was  very  prevalent  in  New 
Zealand,  I  felt  deba.sed  ;  I  felt  that  I  w'as 
not  in  a  proper  position  in  the  country. 
I  looked  witli  pity  on  little  children  rising 
up,  as  I  believed,  to  be  placed  under  such 
a  system  in  which  persons  who  had  secured 
wealth  in  any  manner  whatever  were  to 
exercise  so  great  an  influence,  and  that 
no  virtue,  no  goodness,  unless  they  were 
wealtliy,  could  secure  them  anything  but 
the  single  vote  given  as  the  common  suf¬ 
frage  of  the  country.  Hon.  gentlemen  who 
surround  me  are  nearly  every  one  accus¬ 
tomed  to  this  system.  Every  one  of  them 
for  years  has  been  practising  it  to  some  ex¬ 
tent,  I  know  in  some  cases  to  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  extent.  Can  I  be  told  by  the 
hon.  member,  hir.  Deakin,  or  by  any  other 
person,  that  where  some  people  absolutely 
possess  and  exercise  twenty-flve  votes  it  is 
a  matter  of  no  consequence  at  all,  and  that 
I  am  exaggerating  the  facts  ? 

Mr.  Deakin  :  I  did  not  say  it  was  of  no 
consequence  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY :  That  I  am  ex^ 
aggerating  the  facts  very  much  % 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Hear,  hear ! 
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Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  What  exaggera¬ 
tion  could  properly  represent  such  a  thing 
as  is  stated  lierc — that  even  thirty  votes 
have  been  so  exercised  by  one  man?  Well, 
I  contend  that  the  whole  of  this  constitu¬ 
tion  has  been  passed  deliberately  with  the 
view  of  starting  with  this  system  estab¬ 
lished  as  a  part  of  it. 

8ir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  It  is  so  framed. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No;  we  are 
opposed  to  the  system  as  much  as  the  hon. 
member  is  ! 

Mr.  Muxro  :  And  we  mean  to  alter  it, 
too  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY :  The  answer  is 
easy.  ‘‘  Opposed  to  the  system  as  much  as 
I  am  1  ’’  Then  refuse  to  vote  for  this  bill, 
which  is  establishing  it  in  tlie  country. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  :  it  does 
not ! 

Mr.  Playford:  It  is  in  the  country 
now  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY :  It  maintains  it 
in  the  country. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  It  hands  it  on. 
It  distinctly  says,  in  every  case  of  anycon- 
"sequence  whatever,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
states  are  to  vote  as  they  have  voted  up 
to  the  present  time. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith:  Until  they  them¬ 
selves  think  fit  to  alter  it  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY :  Ah,  ah  !  “Until 
they  themselves  think  fit  to  alter  it  ;  In 
tlie  first  place,  what  right  have  we  to  sub¬ 
sist  on  their  bounty  ?  Our  parliaments  gave 
us  the  power  to  do  away  with  this  system 
ill  the  bill,  and  that  is  what  I  say  we  should 
have  done.  I  say  that  the  bill  should 
begin,  as  such  federation  bills  usually  do, 
by  indicating  that  the  electors  should  ha^e 
certain  powers,  and  then  jiroceed  from  that 
to  tlie  rest  of  the  bill.  But  these  po\\ers 
of  the  electors  have  never  been  touched, 
and  I  say  it  is  impossible  that  any  human 
mindwhohas  not  been  accustomed  to  such  a 


system  could  have  thought  it  was  a  desir¬ 
able  thing  to  place  in.  this  new  law.  That 
is  where  the  great  mistake  is.  We  have 
asked  nothing  unfair.  We  asked  that  the 
states  should  have  the  power  of  saying 
what  their  own  qualifications  should  be — 
that  is,  by  single  vote  they  should  deter¬ 
mine  what  they  should  have  ;  and  if,  as 
hon.  gentlemen  in  this  Convention  almost 
universally  maintain,  the  colony  is  enrap¬ 
tured  with  this  plural  vote  system - 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No ! 

Mr.  Deakix  :  We  say  it  is  going  to  be 
thrown  out.  We  say  it  is  dying  fast ;  no¬ 
body  believes  in  it.  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  a  man  here  who  does  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  How  has  it  been 
in  existence  so  long  ? 

Mr.  Deakin  :  AVe  attacked  it;  and  w’e 
shall  attack  it  tliis  session  again  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  If  everybody  is 
against  it,  how  does  it  exist  1 

Mr.  Deakix  :  I  say  nearly  everybody 
here  is  against  it ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  How,  then,  have 
they  allowed  it  to  remain  so  long  in  opera¬ 
tion  1  AVhat  certainty  have  we  that  the 
men  who  have  maintained  it  in  operation 
for  yeai*s,  who  have  established  various 
rules  to  give  it  greater  force — such  as  al¬ 
lowing  people  to  vote  by  proxy  in  Western 
Austi-alia,  so  that  they  can  vote  over  vast 

districts  of  country - 

Mr.  Marmiox  :  I  beg  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man’s  pardon.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
voting  by  proxy  in  Ai\  estern  Australia. 
There  is  a  system  of  voting  by  ballot — a 
scheme  which  has  not  been  in  vogue  in 
any  other  colony,  but  which  at  the  same 
time  gives  the  same  right  to  a  pei'son  to 
vote  by  pure  and  simple  ballot,  as  if  he 
appeared  at  the  polling-place  where  his 
vote  is  to  be  given. 

IVIr.  Dibrs  :  AVhat  is  the  system  ? 

Mr.  AIarmiox  :  It  would  take  rather 
too  long  for  me  to  explain  it. 

Mr.  Djbbs  :  It  is  by  letter  ! 
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Mr.  Marmion  :  He  votes  by  letter,  but 
not  by  proxy.  The  things  are  utterly 
different. 

Sir  George  Grey  :  Ah !  ah  1 

Mr.  Marmiox  :  If  I  had  time — and  I  do 
not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  bon.  gen¬ 
tlemen — I  could  easily  explain  that  the 
system  is  utterly  different,  and  that  the 
system  which  we  have  in  operation - 

The  President  :  I  must  remind  the  hon. 
member  that  the  hon.  member,  Sir  George 
Grey,  is  in  possession  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Marmion  :  I  beg  pardon,  sir. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY:  I  should  be 
grateful  to  the  hon.  gentleman  if  I  were 
wrong ;  but  I  still  maintain  that  I  am 
right. 

]Mr.  McMillan  :  A  proxy  can  go  into 
any  personas  hand  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  ;  However,  it  is 
voting  by  letter.  Why  should  I  think 
even  of  making  much  of  this  point  ?  How 
is  it  that  you  have  your  elections  on  dif¬ 
ferent  days  ?  Why  do  you  do  that  in 
New  South  Wales?  If  all  the  elections 
were  upon  one  day,  it  would  prevent  a 
man  from  going  to  so  many  polls.  But 
here  the  same  thing  nearly  is  done  as  is 
done  in  Western  Australia  by  ministers 
being  allowed  to  fix  the  elections  on  dif¬ 
ferent  days.  I  say,  as  far  as  I  am  person¬ 
ally  concerned,  I  felt  so  aggrieved,  whilst 
I  was  held  down  under  a  system  of  that 
kind,  with  a  considerable  weight  upon  my 
mind,  that  I  strove  for  years  to  get  rid  of 
it,  and  it  took  many  years  to  get  an  end 
put  to  plural  voting.  I  believe  that,  unless 
by  compunction,  caused  by  what  has  been 
said  in  this  Convention,  and  said  outside 
on  the  subject,  men’s  hearts  are  moved 
into  a  different  line  from  that  in  which  I 
have  often  heard  them  speak  in  past  days, 
years  may  elapse  before  the  system  of  plural 
voting  is  done  away  with,  unless  we  refuse 
to  accept  a  constitution  in  which  such  prin¬ 
ciples  are  embodied,  because  what  really 
takes  place  is  this :  throughout  that  bill, 
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although  the  first  batch  of  representatives 
are  chosen  by  the  electors  under  the  plural 
vote  system,  members  having  secured  their 
places  in  the  house,  they  choose  the  minis¬ 
try.  I  say  that  ministers  are  chosen  under 
the  system  of  plural  voting,  and  that  those 
ministers  appoint  persons  to  an  upper  house. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  No  ! 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  The  same  prin¬ 
ciple  obtains.  It  is  the  parliament  which 
selects  ministers,  and  the  parliament  has 
been  elected  under  the  plural  voting  system. 
That  system  runs  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  proceeding.’  The  arguments  used 
to-day  commending  this  constitution  and 
lauding  it  for  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  drawn,  ignore  the  fact  that  it  begins 
with  unfair  voting,  almost  the  entire  power 
being  given  to  capital.  The  states  are  the 
places  in  which  the  liberties  of  the  people 
should  be  secured,  and  in  which  there  should 
be  real  local  self-government,  Itis  the  neces¬ 
sary  test  under  thi.s,  or  under  any  similar 
constitution.  I  say  that  the  peo2)le  have 
all  the  power  of  self-government  taken  out 
of  their  hands  by  this  constitution  as  it 
stands.  When  you  tell  me  that  you  intend 
to  alter  all  the.se  things,  I  answer  with  the 
question,  “  How  comes  it  that  they  exist 
now,  if  you  have  all  along  intended  to  alter 
them  r  Either  there  are  difficulties  in  your 
way  you  could  not  overcome,  or  you  are  using 
this  language  under  pressure.  I  have  no 
certainty  that  if  we  adopt  the  constitution 
before  this  is  done,  before  the  people  of  the 
states  have  this  absolute  power  bestowed 
upon  them,  it  would  not  be  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult  afterwards  to  obtain  it.  I  am  certain 
no  sane  men  will  consent  to  put  their  necks 
under  this  new  yoke — for  in  my  belief  it 
is  a  yoke  of  a  most  oppressive  kind. 
Why  not  let  us  all  walk  out  into  the  light 
of  day  free  men — each  man  with  an  equal 
vote,  each  man  with  that  right  preserved 
to  himself,  his  children,  his  family,  and 
his  relatives?  Why  should  not  such  have 
been  the  case  ?  Are  not  the  ties  that  bind 
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him  to  life  equally  precious  to  every  human 
being,  wliether  rich  or  poor?  And  why 
should  he  not  be  enabled  to  take  the  neces¬ 
sary  steps  for  his  own  liberty  ?  The  time 
will  arrive  when  it  will  be  thought  in¬ 
credible  tliat  a  rule  should  have  existed 
under  which  only  one  qualification  was 
given  to  a  human  being  for  himself,  as  a 
human  being,  and  under  which  twenty-five 
or  thirty  qualifications  were  given  him 
on  account  of  that  number  of  plots  of 
land,  held  by  him  in  different  places ; 
and  that  it  was  in  virtue  of  such  a  qualifi¬ 
cation  that  some  beings  exercised  over 
their  fellow-men  a  power  which  ought  not 
to  be  exercised  at  all.  I  will  not  now 
delay  this  Convention  by  entering  upon  the 
subject  at  greater  length  ;  but  I  could 
prove  that  acts  of  the  greatest  cruelty  have 
arisen  from  the  causes  of  which  I  speak  ; 
that  great  tracts  of  land — hon.  members 
may  laugh — have  been  under  their  influ¬ 
ence  given  away  in  a  manner  in  which 
they  ought  not  to  have  been  ^  and  that 
in  consequence  of  regulations  to  which  I 
object,  people  of  the  native  races  have 
been  expelled  from  their  territory  without 
the  least  compensation  of  any  kind  what¬ 
ever,  purposely  that  the  land  might  be 
given  to  certain  persons.  I  will  simply  add 
in  conclusion  that,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  will  to  the  last  contest  this  question 
until  I  see  that  justice — as  far  as  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  obtain  it — is  done  to  my  fellow- 
men.  I  still  hope  that  before  hon.  gentle¬ 
men  determine  to  force  this  constitution 
upon  the  country — or,  rather,  that  before 
they  try  to  do  so— they  will  even  at  the 
last  moment  invest  their  minds  with  some 
pity  for  their  fellow-men,  and  will  recom¬ 
mit  the  bill,  in  order  that  the  objection¬ 
able  clauses — and  there  are  only  two  or 
three — may  be  struck  out,  and  in  order 
that  a  single  vote  may  be  given  to  every 
man  in  the  country.  We  shall  then  start 
our  constitution  upon  a  perfectly  fair  basis. 
I  do  not  say  that  the  bill  does  not  contain 


many  good  provisions.  Why  should  it  not 
do  so?  It  has  been  largely  made  up  of 
provisions  taken  from  similar  constitutions, 
and  of  course  only  the  best  of  those  provi¬ 
sions  have  been  so  selected.  To  me  it  is 
sad  to  think  that  when  we  might  have 
achieved  so  great  and  noble  an  end,  when 
Australia  might  have  walked  forth  truly 
a  free  nation  into  the  light  of  freedom, 
every  man  enjoying  his  own  rights,  we 
should  have  refused  to  allow  to  be  placed 
in  this  constitution  a  right  w^hich  the 
British  Parliament  are  anxious  to  bestow 
upon  the  people  of  this  country,  and  which 
we  have  unnecessarily,  and,  as  I  believe, 
wrongfully  withheld. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ADOPTION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GPvIEFITH  rose  to 
move  : 

That  this  Convention  recommends  that  pro¬ 
vision  be  made  by  the  parliaments  of  the  several 
colonies  for  submitting  for  the  approval  of  the 
people  of  the  colonies  respectively  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  commonwealth  of  AiistraUa  as  framed 
by  this  Convention. 

He  said  :  The  Convention  has  now,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  mandate  imposed  upon 
its  members  by  their  several  parliaments, 
considered  and  taken  the  necessary  steps 
to  report  upon  a  constitution  for  the  fede¬ 
ral  government  of  Australia.  It  is  neces¬ 
sary,  before  their  recommendations  can 
have  effect,  that  the  people  of  the  several 
colonies  shall  adopt  the  constitution.  The 
question  naturally  arises,  how  should  that 
adoption  be  manifested?  At  the  present 
time  the  only  bodies  known  to  tlie  constitu¬ 
tions  of  the  different  colonies  which  can 
express  the  will  of  their  people,  are  the 
parliaments  ;  and  it  may  be  suggested 
that  the  natuml  bodies  to  adopt  the  con¬ 
stitution  should  be  the  parliaments  of 
the  several  colonies.  The  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Playford,  this  morning,  in  speaking 
on  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the 
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constitution  pointed  out wliat  he  considered 
might  be  a  very  serious  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  that  form  of  procedure,  that 
is,  that  tlie  question  of  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  might  be  mixed  up  ^vith  party 
politics.  If,  as  I  anticipate,  it  would  not 
be  thought  fit  that  any  parliament  should 
take  so  important  a  step  without  clearly 
obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  electors  upon 
the  subject,  still  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  submit  the  question  for  the  opinion  of 
the  people  at  a  general  election.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  question  of  protection 
and  free-trade.  One  man  might  be  a  pro¬ 
tectionist,  and  in  favour  of  this  constitu¬ 
tion  ;  another  man  might  be  a  free-trader, 
and  opposed  to  the  constitution.  If  a 
general  election  took  place,  and  the  ques¬ 
tion  were  submitted  for  the  approval 
of  the  people,  the  decision,  I  am  afraid, 
would  depend  upon  whether  the  electors 
were  in  favour  of  protection  or  free-trade 
rather  than  whether  they  were  in  favour 
of  or  against  federation.  Therefore,  it  is 
very  desirable  tliat  as  far  as  possible  the 
question  should  be  kept  distinct.  On  the 
other  Iiand,  it  does  not  seem  practicable  for 
us  to  dictate  to  the  various  colonies  how 
they  shall  submit  this  question  for  rati¬ 
fication.  My  personal  opinion  is  that  it 
should  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  a  con¬ 
vention  or  parliament  elected  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  only  by  the  electors  who  vote  for 
members  of  the  more  popular  branch  of 
the  legislature.  I  do  not  think  that  we 
have  any  right,  or  that  it  is  within  our 
instructions,  to  dictate  to  anycolony  which 
is  the  best  course.  After  consultation  with 
several  leading  members  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  the  form  of  words  in  this  resolution 
seemed  to  indicate  what  we  think  is  the 
best  course  to  be  adopted,  without  pre¬ 
suming  to  dictate  to  the  parliaments  of 
the  colonies.  I  know  what  course,  as  at 
present  advised,  I  should  feel  disposed  to 
take  if  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  propose  it.  I 
should  ask  the  Parliament  of  Queensland  to 
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authorise  the  summoning  of  a  .special  con¬ 
vention,  consisting  of  the  same  number  of 
members  as  the  members  of  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Assembly,  and  elected  by  the  same 
constituencies,  whose  duty  it  'svould  be  to 
vote  aye’’  or  ‘‘  no”  for  the  adoption  of 
this  constitution  ;  and  to  provide  that  if 
the  constitution  is  adopted  by  the  conven¬ 
tion  it  shall  be  considered  as  adopted  by 
the  colony. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Does  the  lion,  member 
propose  that  this  should  be  done  by  each 
colony  separately  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  Yes  ;  each 
colony  must  deal  with  the  question  separ¬ 
ately,  as  an  independent  state.  The  second 
of  these  resolutions — I  suppose  %ve  had 
better  take  them  together - 

Sir  JoHX  Bray  :  Take  them  separately! 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  The  second 
resolution  was  arrived  at  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tional  Committee.  That  committee  did 
not  think  the  first  resolution  was  within 
their  province,  as  it  was  not  referred  to 
them.  The  second  was  certainly  wdthin 
their  province.  As  it  seems  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  convenient  to  move  the  resolutions 
separately,  I  shall  do  so.  I  would  take 
this  opportunity  of  observing  that  this 
motion  by  no  means  indicates  that  the 
members  of  this  Convention  disapprove  of 
the  principle  of  one  man  one  vote.  I  believe 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Convention  are  in  favour  of  that  system. 
But  I  am  sure  I  speak  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  when  I  say  we  did  not  think  it  was 
within  our  province  to  dictate  to  the  people 
of  the  colonies  as  to  what  should  be  their 
electoral  qualifications,  or  to  insist  that 
there  should  be  no  federation  till  all  the 
colonies  arrive  at  a  uniform  system  in  that 
respect. 

The  PRESIDENT :  I  understand  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  has  moved 
only  the  1st  section  of  his  resolution.  But, 
to  enable  hon.  members  to  understand  the 
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matter,  I  will  read  the  other  section  of  the 
resolution,  which  he  has  not  moved  : 

That  the  Convention  further  recommends  that 
so  soon  as  the  constitution  has  been  adopted  by 
three  of  the  colonies,  her  Majesty’s  Government 
l>e  requested  to  Uike  the  necessary  action  to 
establish  the  constitution  in  respect  of  those 
colonies. 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  think  the  constitution  would  be  more 
likely  to  commend  itself  to  the  people  of 
the  colonies  if,  instead  of  inserting  the  word 
approval,”  we  used  the  word  “  considera¬ 
tion.”  As  it  stands,  the  motion  seems  to 
imply  that  we  must  ask  the  people  to  accept 
this  constitution  or  none  at  all.  I  would  ask 
the  hon.  and  learned  member,  if  he  does 
not  attach  much  importance  to  the  words 
in  the  motion,  to  agree  to  the  alteration 
which  I  have  suggested.  I  am  quite  with 
you,  sir,  under  whose  able  presidency  the 
Convention  have  assembled,  in  saying  that 
we  have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves 
that  we  have  met  in  a  spirit  of  compromise, 
and  hav’e  come  to  a  general  agreement  with 
regard  to  federation.  But  still,  if  we  are 
asked  individually  for  our  opinion  on  some 
mattei*s  in  reference  to  the  basis  of  the 
constitution,  I  think  it  is  quite  possible 
that  we  may  be  compelled  to  differ  from 
them.  I  am  hardly  sanguine  enough  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  people  of  all  the  colonies,  or 
that  the  people  of  any  one  colony,  would  be 
willing  to  give  their  absolute  approval  of 
this  constitution  without  reserving  to  them¬ 
selves  the  right  to  make  or  suggest  amend¬ 
ments  for  future  consideration  in  some 
w'ay.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  were  to 
put  in  the  words  ‘‘  consideration  of  the 
people,”  instead  of  the  words  “approval  of 
the  people,”  we  should  thereby  invite  them 
not  merely  to  consider  what  we  have  done 
with  the  view  of  saying  “yes”  or  “no, 
but  to  consider  how  far  they  are  agreeable 
to  accept  the  constitution.  And  if  the3r 
find  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  some  amendments  be  sug¬ 
gested,  it  may  be  necessary — it  probably 
3  N 


would  be  necessary — to  have  another  con¬ 
vention  in  a  few  months  to  determine  how 
far  those  suggestions  could  be  adopted. 
But  I  know  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  proposals  with  regard  to  the  Federal 
Council  were  dealt  with,  that  if  we  ask 
the  people  of  the  different  colonies  to  say 
definitely  whether  they  will  take  this  as 
a  whole,  or  reject  it  as  a  whole,  we  shall 
not  put  it  in  what  they  will  consider  a 
fair  spirit.  If  we  say,  “  We  submit  this 
for  your  approval  or  di.sapproval,  and  do 
not  invite  you  to  make  any  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  its  alteration,”  they  will  think 
that  w*e  are  not  approaching  them  in  the 
spirit  in  which  we  should  approach  them. 
Although  I  do  not  wish  to  press  this  pro¬ 
posal  against  the  opinion  of  those  who  have 
been  acting  on  the  Constitution  Committee 
and  w'ho  have  considered  the  effect  of  the 
words  which  we  are  asked  to  agree  to,  I 
'would  ask  the  members  of  that  committee 
to  consider  seriously  w'hether  they  think  it 
fair  to  say  to  the  people  of  Australia,  that 
they  must  either  approve  or  disapprove  of 
this  constitution,  to  show  whether  or  not 
they  are  in  favour  of  federation.  I  believe 
that  the  people  of  Australia  generally  are 
in  favour  of  federation  ;  but  at  the  same 
time,  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  the 
people  may  say  that  there  are  some  par¬ 
ticulars  in  regard  to  which  they  believe 
this  constitution  might  be  amended. 

Colonel  Smith  :  And  suppose  amend¬ 
ments  are  suggested,  how  'would  you  decide 
upon  tliem  afterwards  1 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  Another  conven¬ 
tion  would  have  to  be  summoned  to  see 
how  far  the  details  could  be  arranged.  It 
'svould  be  very  pleasant  to  many  of  us  to 
go  away  with  the  idea  that  we  have  in  the 
course  of  the  last  few  weeks  framed  a 
constitution  which,  without  amendment, 
■Nvill  be  acceptable  to  the  people  of  Aus¬ 
tralia.  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  that 
we  can  hardly  do  that.  Time  will  have  to 
be  allowed,  not  only  for  the  people  to 
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consider,  but  also  for  ourselves  to  consider, 
the  effect  of  wliat  we  have  proposed.  As 
you,  sir,  very  ably  and  very  clearly  indi¬ 
cated,  public  opinion  in  reference  to  this 
question  lias  grown  considerably  during  the 
last  twelvemonths,  and  I  believe  that  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  will  grow  still  more  during  the 
next  few  months,  and  that  what  hon.  mem¬ 
bers  think  are  absolute  difficulties  in  our 
way  will  appear  as  nothing  compared  to  the 
objects  which  we  seek  to  accomplish.  But 
I  do  say  that  many  points  have  been  sug¬ 
gested  throughout  the  Convention  which 
will  have  to  be  fully  and  carefully  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  people,  and  wliich,  I  believe, 
a  little  more  consideration,  a  little  fur¬ 
ther  time,  would  induce  many  of  us  to 
absolutely  agree  to.  There  is  the  [)oint 
raised  by  me  when  discussing  the  bill  in 
Committee  as  to  the  taking  over  of  the 
]>ublic  debts  of  the  colonies.  I  feel  more 
strongly  than  ever  that  one  of  the  greatest 
recommendations  you  could  possibly  make 
to  the  people  of  Australia  to  induce  them 
to  adopt  the  constitution  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  would  be  some  means  of  taking 
over,  on  a  fair  and  equitable  basis,  the  pub¬ 
lic  debts  of  the  colonies.  Although  on  first 
contemplation  this  appears  to  be  a  great 
task — a  task  beset  with  very  great  diffi¬ 
culties — I  am  content  to  admit  that  there 
are  great  difficulties,  and  that  some  mode 
of  adjustment  would  have  to  be  adopted 
in  reference  to  it ;  still  I  believe  that  it 
is  the  one  object  which,  more  than  any 
other,  would  commend  itself  to  the  people 
of  Australia  when  they  began  to  realise 
the  advantages  that  would  accrue  from 
their  having  a  general  debt  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  Australia  rather  than  debts 
of  individual  colonies. 

Mr.  Dtbbs  :  You  can  only  do  that  under 
complete  unification  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BRAY  :  I  say  tlmt  is  a 
point  which  requires  to  be  further  con¬ 
sidered.  I  admit  that  when  we  first  assem- 
l)led  the  most  that  I  thought  we  could  do 
r*Sir  John  Bray. 


would  be  to  get  the  commonwealth  to  take 
over  the  debts  with  the  consent  of  the 
various  colonies ;  but  the  idea  has  grown 
to  firm  conviction  that  not  only  ought  the 
commonwealth  to  be  empowered  to  do  it, 
but  that  it  ought  to  be  the  duty  of  tlie 
commonwealth.  It  is  the  only  direct  and 
immediate  means  by  which  you  can  afford 
the  separate  colonies  the  relief  that  they 
ought  to  have  when  you  take  over  the 
customs  revenue  that  they  at  present  col¬ 
lect.  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the 
details  of  the  bill  in  other  respects ;  but  I 
will  say  this,  that  as  far  as  the  financial 
proposals  are  concerned,  T  am  firmly  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  Convention  has  made  a 
mistake  in  not  adopting  the  whole  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Finance  Commit¬ 
tee.  I  have  talked  with  people  in  this 
colony  and  with  others,  who  say  that  it 
will  be  absolutely  impossible  to  carry  out 
the  mode  of  distributing  the  surplus  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  bill. 

Sir  Samdel  Griffith:  Certainly  not; 
so  long  as  they  have  separate  customs 
duties! 

Sir  JOHN  BBAY  :  Yes,  we  continue 
them  until  the  parliament  makes  a  new 
law.  I  admit  that  meets  the  case  to  some 
extent.  But  the  suggestion  I  ma/le  was 
that  the  parliament  should  make  a  new 
law  immediately. 

Mr.  Deakin:  So  they  will  ! 

Sir  JOHN  BBAY  :  I  admit  that  we 
have  improved  the  bill  to  tins  extent,  that 
we  say  that  this  system  shall  only  continue 
till  the  parliament  does  make  a  new  law. 
But  we  are  leaving  for  the  future  what 
ought  to  be  done  to-day — there  is  no  doubt 
about  that.  In  many  respects  in  this  bill 
we  deliberately  say  to  the  ))arliament  of  the 
future,  We  are  going  to  leave  you  to  do 
certain  things,”  which  things  I  am  satisfied 
\ve  ought  to  do  now.  We  say  to  them  with 
reference  to  the  public  debt  of  the  colonies, 

‘‘  You  may  do  it,”  but  I  contend  that  we 
ought  to  do  it.  With  regard  to  the  finan- 
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cial  adjii.stment  of  tlic  surplus,  we  say  to  the 
new  parliament,  ‘‘  You  may  do  it,”  while 
I,  a  member  of  this  Convention,  feel  that 
we  ought  to  do  it.  We  are  relegating  to 
a  parliament  in  the  future  a  duty  we  our¬ 
selves  ought  to  perform.  However,  I  do 
not  wish  to  go  into  that  question  now. 
We  had  far  better,  if  we  wish  to  get  the 
approval  of  the  people  of  Australia  to  our 
work,  submit  the  constitution  for  their 
consideration,  and  not  for  their  absolute 
approval.  If  we  submit  it  for  their  ap¬ 
proval  only,  we  invite  them  to  say,  “  We 
will  have  this  or  we  will  have  nothing.” 
We  oufjht  to  say  to  them,  We  have  met 
in  Convention ;  we  have  discussed  tlie 
different  matters  in  a  fair  and  liberal 
spirit,  with  a  view  to  a  compromise  ;  this 
is  the  best  possible  arrangement  we  have 
been  able  to  arrive  at,  and  we  ask  you 
now  not  absolutely  to  approve  or  disap¬ 
prove  of  it,  but  to  consider  it,  and  express 
your  opinion  upon  it.”  It  is  not  possible 
to  imagine  that  the  several  colonies  will  be 
prepared  to  say  absolutely  yes  or  no  to  the 
bill  as  it  now  stands.  The  most  we  ought 
to  do  is  to  ask  them  to  fully  consider  the 
matter ;  and  if  it  becomes  necessary  in  the 
course  of  time,  to  propose  amendments  in 
the  bill,  those  amendments  may  be  dealt 
with  by  another  convention  of  representa¬ 
tives  of  Australia,  in  order  that  the  people 
may  delil^erately  determine  the  basis  of 
their  new  commonwealth.  I  beg  to  move, 
as  an  amendment  : 

That  the  word  ‘‘approval”  1)C  omitted  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  “con¬ 
sideration.” 

Mr.  WRTXON  :  I  intend  to  support 
the  amendment.  I  think  our  object  is,  how 
we  can  best  get  this  bill  wliich  we  have 
passed  adopted  by  the  ditTei*ent  colonies. 
That  is  the  olqect  we  have  in  view.  In 
carrying  that  out  w'e  must  remember  that, 
to  a  great  extent,  this  subject  conies  dow  n 
upon  the  people  from  abova  They  have  not 
yet  considered  it.  The  electors  generally 


have  not  yet  entertained  the  subject;  andit 
will  be  our  duty,  when  we  get  back  to  our 
different  colonies,  to  compel  them  to  con¬ 
sider  it,  to  bring  it  before  them,  and  to 
enable  them  to  form  their  opinions  on  it 
one  way  or  the  other. 

Colonel  Smith  :  Within  what  time  ? 

Mr,  WIHXON:  In  the  quickest  time 
we  can.  But  I  would  take  leave  to  say 
that  the  matter  of  a  year  or  two  is  of 
little  consequence  compared  with  the  im¬ 
portance  of  fi-aming  a  constitution  which 
will  thoroughly  satisfy  us  after  we  have 
adopted  it.  I  do  not  in  the  least  share  in 
tlie  anxiety  that  this  constitution  should 
he  adopted  next  year  or  even  the  year 
after.  My  anxiety  is  that  it  should  com¬ 
mend  itself  to  the  peoples  of  the  different 
colonies,  and  be  adopted  by  them  in  sucli 
a  shape  that  it  will  be  lasting  and  satisfac¬ 
tory.  The  mere  verbiage  of  course  may 
seem  of  small  importance — whether  we  say 
“  approval  ”  or  consideration  ”  may  not 
seem  of  much  moment.  Yet  there  is  a  great 
deal  involved  in  it.  If  we  simply  put  it  that 
we  submit  this  constitution  for  the  approval 
or  disapproval,  aye  or  no,  of  the  people  of 
the  colonies,  the  whole  thing  is  very  likely 
to  miscarry.  As  the  people  are  dealing 
with  a  subject  which  is  somewhat  new  to 
them,  and  with  a  constitution  wliich  they 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  fully  consider¬ 
ing,  this  may  jeopardise  the  whole  thing. 
If  we  want  to  succeed  we  must  take  the 
electors  into  our  confidence.  We  must 
ask  them  to  consider  the  points  have 
been  considering,  and  deal  again,  if  need 
be,  with  the  questions  w'ith  which  we  have 
dealt.  It  may  he  that  if  that  were  done, 
the  process  I  apprehend  being  that  each 
parliament  would  pass  a  bill  enabling  a 
convention  in  each  colony  to  meet  to  deal 
with  the  question,  a  .subsequent  national 
convention  would  he  necessary  to  finally 
adopt  the  bill.  That  may  be  so;  but  even 
then  it  would  only  mean  a  delay  of  per¬ 
haps  a  year,  and  the  plan  would  have  the 
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advantage  of  bringing  the  peoples  of  the 
different  colonies  ^vholIy  with  us,  and  of 
pi*eventing  any  chance  of  wrecking  this 
great  sclieme  on  which  we  are  engaged.  If, 
tlierefore,  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John  Bray, 
presses  his  amendment  to  a  division  I  shall 
vote  with  him. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  :  I  should 
like,  before  the  matter  goes  further,  to  point 
out  how  the  proposal  of  Sir  John  Bray  strikes 
me.  The  hon.  member  avowedly  says  he 
wishes  each  colony  to  consider  this  con¬ 
stitution  and  amend  it.  Now,  cannot  he 
see  exactly  what  that  means'?  We  have 
laboured  here  for  weeks  endeavouring  to 
frame  a  constitution  ;  we  have  met  con¬ 
flicting  views ;  we  have  endeavoured  to 
arrive  at  compromises ;  each  colony  has 
had  strong  views  of  its  own,  and  its  repre¬ 
sentatives  have  surrendered  those  views 
for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  a  com¬ 
promise.  The  hon.  member  proposes  that 
all  that  work  should  go  for  naught,  that 
this  constitution  shall  be  sent  back  to  each 
colony.  Take,  for  instance,  the  colony  of 
South  Australia.  They  will  insist  that 
the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue 
shall  be  according  to  population,  and  that 
the  senate  shall  have  absolutely  equal 
rights  with  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  they  will  approve  of  the  bill  only  if 
the  compromises  arrived  at  on  these  two 
important  points  are  absolutely  set  aside. 
The  colony  of  Tasmania  will  agree  on  cer¬ 
tain  other  conditions,  that  is  to  say,  if 
other  important  compromises  are  set  aside. 
The  other  colonies  will  do  the  same.  Vic¬ 
toria  will  say,  “  We  are  not  satisfied.  This 
compromLse  is  not  what  we  w'anled.  We 
wdll  vote  for  the  bill,  provided  you  set 
aside  this  compromise  ;  and  Queensland 
will  say  the  same.  All  our  labours  in 
the  way  of  conciliation  and  compromise 
will  be  entirely  throwm  to  the  wdnds  if  we 
submit  to  the  people  of  the  different  colo¬ 
nies  a  draft  for  their  consideration  in  which 
they  can  make  thousands  of  amendments 
[Mr,  Wrixon, 


if  they  think  fit.  That  is  how  the  matter 
strikes  me.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  any 
hon.  member  of  this  Convention  desires  to 
postpone  federation  no  better  mode  could  be 
adopted  than  to  invite  these  various  amend¬ 
ments,  as  Sir  John  Bray  proposes  to  do. 

Mr.  BAKER  :  Although  I  am  not  at 
all  satisfied  with  tliis  constitution,  and 
voted  with  the  minority  on  most  occasions, 
I  cannot  conceal  from  myself,  nor  do  I 
think  any  member  of  the  Convention 
should  conceal  from  himself,  the  fact  that 
this  constitution  must  be  swallowed  by  the 
colonies  as  a  whole. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Or  not  at  all  ! 

Mr.  BAKER  :  Exactly — one  or  the 
other.  To  invite  the  different  colonies  to 
make  such  amendments  as  they  think  fit 
is  to  absolutely  waste  all  the  time  we  have 
spent  here.  The  proposal  seems  to  mo 
to  be  absurd,  and  I  cannot  see  that  any 
answer  can  be  made  to  the  argument  of 
the  hon.  member,  Sir  Samuel  Griflith.  I 
hope  the  Convention  will  not  accept  the 
amendment  of  my  colleague.  Sir  John 
Bray.  It  is  in  express  words  absolutely 
inviting  the  colonies  to  start  again  on  the 
work  of  forming  a  constitution.  Wiiat 
did  w^e  come  here  for'?  We  came  here  to 
try  if  we  could  frame  a  constitution,  but 
now  the  hon.  gentleman  deliberately  pro¬ 
poses  that  tlie  colonies  should  put  aside 
all  our  efforts  and  start  afresh  themselves. 
That  is  what  it  comes  to,  and  I  hope  the 
amendment  will  not  be  carried. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  think  there  is  a  way 
out  of  the  difficulty  if  we  follow  a  prece¬ 
dent  that  will  satisfy  both  sides.  It  took 
about  five  months  to  form  the  American 
Constitution,  and  when  it  was  submitted 
to  the  states  for  adoption,  they  had  to  say 

aye”  or  “no”;  but  they  were  allowed 
in  their  conventions  to  make  any  recom¬ 
mendations  they  thought  proper  wdth 
regard  to  future  amendments,  and  those 
amendments  were  taken  into  consideration 
by  the  new  congress  when  it  met.  That 
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is  tlie  proper  time  to  deal  with  such  amend¬ 
ments.  If  we  are  going  to  frame  a  con¬ 
stitution  here,  and  tlien  send  it  to  the 
various  colonies  to  be  altered  as  they  think 
proper,  the  thing  will  be  interminable.  If 
we  adopt  the  American  plan,  and  allow 
the  different  colonies  in  their  own  conven¬ 
tions  to  prepare  a  schedule  of  any  amend¬ 
ments  they  would  like  adopted,  and  let 
those  amendments,  as  a  whole,  be  referred 
to  the  new  parliament  when  it  meets,  then 
the  wdshes  of  the  people  will  be  given  effect 
to,  if  approved  of.  But  to  ask  us  to  adopt 
the  proposal  of  Sir  John  Bray  is  simply  to 
say  that  all  our  work  shall  be  laid  aside. 

Mr.  SUTTOR  :  I  do  not  know’  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Convention  to 
accept  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir 
John  Bray  ;  but  if  it  is  not,  I  would  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  words  ‘‘  for  the  approval  of” 
be  struck  out,  with  a  view  to  the  insertion 
in  lieu  thereof  of  the  words  “as  soon  as 
possible  to.” 

SirSAMTJEL GRiFFiTn:  Forw’hatpurpose? 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  It  appears  to  me  that 
there  are  only  two  w'ays  in  wdiich  this  con¬ 
stitution  can  be  satisfactorily  considered 
by  the  colonies.  As  some  hon.  members 
have  advocated  from  time  to  time,  there 
might  be  a  referendum  to  the  people,  so 
that  they  could  say  “  yes  ”  or  “  no  ”  to  it ; 
or  assuming  that  there  arc  considerable 
objections  to  it — and  it  wull  probably  take 
some  time  before  w'e  can  understand  what 
those  objections  may  be,  and  w  hether  they 
w’ill  be  insuperable — a  bill  might  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  each  legislature,  asking  them  to 
provide  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  re¬ 
present  their  colony  at  a  convention,  w'hicli 
should  meet  and  consider  the  question, 
their  determination  to  be  absolutely  final, 
and  the  constitution  v/hich  they  adopted  to 
be  transmitted  at  once  to  the  Imperial  Go¬ 
vernment.  If  we  do  not  take  this  course, 
I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  other  way 
of  dealing  with  the  difficulty,  except  by 
getting  a  “  yes  ”  or  “  no  ”  approval  or  dis¬ 


approval  from  each  colony.  I  can  quite  see 
that  if  each  colony  is  called  upon  to  make 
amendments  in  the  constitution,  there  wdll 
be  no  end  to  them,  and  it  will  be  very 
difficult  to  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  ; 
but  if  each  parliament  passed  an  act  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  creation  of  a  convention, 
the  members  of  wdiich  would  have  power 
to  absolutely  determine  all  these  matters, 
we  should  obtain  finality. 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  :  Does  the  hon. 
member  think  they  w^ould  do  it  1 

Mr.  GILLIES  :  I  think  they  would  j 
but  there  is  this  difficulty  :  Take  the  case 
of  either  New  South  W'ales  or  Victoria. 
I  think  it  is  acknowledged  that  it  would 
1)6  very  much  to  be  regretted  if  either  of 
those  colonies  could  not  approve  of  the 
constitution,  and  were  to  refuse  to  join 
the  common wealtlu  It  w^ould  be  a  great 
pity  ;  but  it  might  come  about  owung  to 
their  insistance  upon  two  or  three  amend¬ 
ments,  not  by  any  means  of  a  vital  char¬ 
acter,  and  which  they  might  be  willing 
to  resubmit  to  a  convention,  to  which 
they  had  given  complete  authority  to 
finally  determine  the  wffiole  question.  If 
w'e  do  not  do  that,  I  see  no  other  w’ay  of 
arriving  at  a  final  determination  than  by 
a  “  yes  ”  or  “  no”  decision  with  regard  to 
the  bill  as  it  stands  on  the  part  of  each 
colony.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  it  w’ould  be 
a  great  pity  to  take  a  final  answ’er  upon  the 
bili  as  it  stands  if  there  w'ere  a  possibility 
of  one  of  the  large  colonies  refusing  to  join 
the  federation  simply  because  of  the  omis¬ 
sion  of  one  or  twro  provisions  w  hich  the^y 
thought  ought  to  have  been  inserted,  or 
because  of  the  presence  of  one  or  twm  pro¬ 
visions  which  they  thought  ought  to  have 
been  struck  out.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
great  pity,  though  it  might  happen  if  some 
of  the  colonies  absolutely  refused  to  join 
the  commoinvealth.  There  is  no  doubt, 
however,  that  by  a  convention  having  com¬ 
plete  authority  to  deal  wdth  the  wdiole 
question,  w’e  should  obtain  finality,  and  I 


Comtitutioa, 


93-i  Adoption  oj  the  [9  April,  1891.] 


think  a  sufficient  number  of  colonies  would 
agree  to  the  constitution  as  it  might  then 
be  amended  to  admit  of  its  being  sent 
direct  to  the  Imperial  Parliament.  To 
invite  the  colonies  to  make  amendments 
in  this  bill  would,  I  think,  be  a  pity. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  I  intend  to  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  member,  Sir  John 
Bray,  and  I  shall  do  so  with  the  strong 
convictionj  that  all  we  aro  endeavouring 
to  do  here  is  in  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  Australia,  and  that  if  we  wish  to  work 
for  the  good  of  Australia,  and  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  people,  we  must  consult  them 
and  get  their  approval  at  every  stage  of 
the  work  which  we  have  in  hand.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  first  in¬ 
tention  with  regard  to  the  Convention  was 
that  the  constitution  when  it  was  fmmed 
should  godirect  to  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

Sir  Samuel^Griffitu  :  No  ! 

Mr.  DIBBS :  Yes,  that  was  the  intention 
— not  the  intention  expressed  in  the  Con¬ 
vention  ;  but  before  the  Convention  was 
appointed — that  the  constitution  should  go 
direct  to  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

Mr.  Munro  :  No  ! 

!Mr.  DIBBS  :  It  is  all  very  well  to  say 
no ;  but  the  bon.  gentleman  was  not  in 
Sydney  at  the  time  the  subject  was  being 
considered,  because  his  duties  have  kept 
him  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  McMillan  :  It  was  not  the  intention ! 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  How  can  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  say  that  ]  He  has  never  been  within 
the  mind  of  the  President  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  I  have  been  a  listener  and  a  searcher 
after  the  truth,  so  as  to  ascertain  it  as  far 
as  possible,  and  in  the  speeches  which  the 
Premier  originally  made  with  regard  to  fed¬ 
eration,  though  not  in  his  later  speeches, 
he  stated  that  the  constitution,  upon  being 
framed  by  the  Convention,  should  go  straight 
to  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

Mr.  Baker  :  Then  what  was  the  object 
of  our  reporting  to  the  several  parliamentsi 
[J/r.  Gillies. 


!Mr.  DIBBS  :  All  that  w'as  afterwards 
changed,  and  we  were  authorised  by  our 
various  parliaments  to  come  here  and  draft 
a  constitution. 

The  Prp:sident  :  Do  I  understand  the 
hon.  member  to  say  that  1  gave  expression 
to  that  idea  ? 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Yes  ;  I  do. 

The  President  :  Then  I  can  only  say 
— and  I  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  ta 
say  it  in  this  place — that  1  utterly  deny 
having  done  so. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Of  course  I  take  the  hon. 
membePs  denial;  but  having  followed  every 
letter  and  speech  that  has  been  made  on  the 
federation  question,  from  the  time  the  hon. 
member  raised  it  in  Queensland  eighteen 
months  ago  up  to  the  present,  it  seemed 
to  me  clear  that  his  original  intention  was 
that  the  constitution  should  go  straight  from 
this  Convention  tothe  Imperial  Parliament. 
However,  it  has  been  determined  by  our 
several  parliaments  that  we  should  come 
here  and  draft  a  constitution  ;  but  I  would 
ask  lion,  members  to  bear  in  mind  that 
the  jiarliaments  who  sent  them  here  have 
never  had  authority  from  the  people  to- 
send  us;  and  to  attempt  any  rapid  mode  of 
dealing  with  the  question  without  giving  the 
people  from  one  end  of  Australia  to  theother 
an  c  pport  unity  of  considering  it  on  its  merits,, 
is  to  invite  opposition  to  federation.  If  you 
want  to  build  a  staunch  ship  you  must  lay 
your  keel  strongly  on  the  stocks,  and  you 
must  go  on  tirrnly  until  it  is  finishod.  Se 
it  is  with  the  ship  of  state.  You  must  go 
on  with  it  slowly  and  strongly,  until  you 
launch  it  in  all  tlie  glory  of  a  federal  con¬ 
stitution.  But  if  you  endeavour  to  rush  the 
matter  through  or  to  obtain  tlie  opinion  of 
the  people  by  a  plebiscite,  you  court  dis¬ 
aster.  Step  by  step  you  must  put  in  the 
foundation  and  build  your  structure,  and 
you  can  only  build  the  structure  firmly 
when  you  have  the  liearty  concurrence  of 
the  people.  To  make  any  endeavour  to 
take  a  bare  “yes”  or  “no”  decision  with  re- 
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ference  to  the  constitution  will  be  to  thwart 
the  efforts  being  inade  towards  federation. 
We  must  not  be  afraid  of  the  people,  and 
this  desire  to  hasten  through  the  work, 
so  that  we  may  not  have  to  do  it  all  over 
again,  is  mere  bunkum.  Tl*e  people  must 
go  with  us  in  this  matter,  and  unless  w’e 
have  them  with  us  we  must  not  attempt 
it.  They  must  be  educated  up  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  ;  but  it  w’ill  take  time  to  educate  them, 
and  there  will  be  no  solidity  in  the  constitu¬ 
tion  unless  from  first  to  last  we  have  them 
fully  with  us.  I  am  in  favour  of  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  member.  Sir  John 
Bray,  and  I  w^ould  go  further  and  say,  let 
a  parliament,  elected  on  the  one  issue  only 
— “Shall  Australia  be  federated?” — send 
members  to  a  convention  to  revise  this 
constitution,  and  improve  it.  It  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  capable  of  being  improved,  and 
time  will  develop  the  improvements  neces¬ 
sary.  When  that  convention  has  a[>pix>ved 
of  the  constitution,  we  may  take  a  plebis¬ 
cite,  and  then,  if  the  people  agree  to  the 
constitution,  it  will  last.  But  any  attempt 
to  force  it,  or  to  display  haste,  will  be  to 
destroy  all  we  are  trying  to  do. 

Mr.  ABBOTT  :  I  do  not  suppose  it 
entered  the  mind  of  any  man  in  the  com¬ 
munity  of  New  South  Wales  or  any  other 
of  the  A  ustralian  colonies  that  this  bill  w  as 
to  be  submitted  to  the  parliaments  to  be 
accepted  or  rejected.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
in  our  own  legislature — and  I  have  followed 
the  debates  as  closely  as  I  could  in  the  other 
legislatures — those  who  pro|>osed  that  this 
Convention  should  be  held  proposed  that 
Avhateverthe  resultof  the  Convention  might 
be,  an  appeal  should  be  made  to  the  people 
to  enable  them  to  say  whether  there  should 
be  federation  or  not.  It  was  never  supposed 
ill  our  legislature  that  the  Parliament  exist¬ 
ing  at  the  present  time  should  be  asked  to 
accept  the  bill  prepared  by  this  Convention, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  no  other  parlia¬ 
ment  in  Austmlia  ever  supposed  such  a 
thing.  It  was  always  intended  that  what¬ 


ever  the  re.sult  of  this  Convention  might  be, 
it  should  be  submitted  to  the  parliaments, 
and  from  the  parliaments  to  the  people,  and 
you  yourself,  Mr.  President,  in  the  legisla¬ 
ture  of  New  South  Wales,  I  have  heard  over 
and  over  again  state  that  under  no  circum¬ 
stances,  wdiatever  the  result  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  might  be,  should  there  be  any 
legislation  upon  it  without  a  direct  appeal 
to  the  people  themselves.  I  think  it  is 
almost  needless  to  say  that  that  was  the 
object  of  our  own  Parliament  in  appoint¬ 
ing  delegates  to  this  Convention,  so  that, 
combined  with  the  delegates  from  the  other 
colonies,  they  might  put  a  definite  proposal 
before  the  f)eople  of  Australia.  I  agree 
with  my  hon.  colleague,  Mr.  Dibbs,  wlieii 
he  says  that  we  must  lay  a  sure  founda¬ 
tion,  and  that  sure  foundation  must  be 
the  approval  of  the  people  of  the  various 
colonies.  As  I  said  before,  it  was  never 
intended  that  any  measure  bringing  about 
federation  should  be  initiated  in  the  par¬ 
liaments  without  first  appealing  to  the 
people  of  the  country.  I  do  hope  that  we 
shall  Lave  many  opportunities  of  speaking 
to  the  people  before  we  determine  upon  a 
federal  union  under  any  law ;  and  I  am  quite 
sure  that  that  was  your  intention  when  you 
made  the  proposal  to  our  own  legislature. 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  It  a}>pears  to  me 
that  we  really  have  no  policy  but  to 
remit  the  question  to  the  people  in  the 
form  of  “yes”  or  “no  ”  If  we  adopt  any 
other  couise  it  will  only  result  in  absolute 
confusion.  One  colony  will  suggest  one 
amendment,  and  another  colony  will  sug¬ 
gest  another  amendment  Tlie  colonies 
genei-ally  will  suggest  a  great  number  of 
amendments,  so  that  the  convention  which 
would  be  called  together  would  have  to 
frame  another  constitution.  I)o  you  expect 
that  peopleelected  for  oneparticularcolony, 
and  going  to  the  convention  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  carry  a  certain  proposal,  will  be 
likely  to  come  to  a  fair  compromise  ?  Do 
lion,  members  think  the  membei-s  of  a 
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convention,  brought  together  under  sucli 
circumstances,  receiving  instructions  from 
individual  colonies  to  carry  out  certain 
views,  will  be  likely  to  compromise  matters 
as  we,  unfettered  by  any  special  instruc¬ 
tions  excepting  for  the  formation  of  what  we 
believe  to  be  a  just  and  equitable  scheme 
for  tlie  federation  of  the  colonies,  have  com¬ 
promised  tliem  ?  Do  lion,  members  suppose 
that  anything  of  that  kind  will  result  ? 
What,  then,  will  the  final  result  be  ?  After 
the  convention  has  agreed  to  something, 
wdll  not  the  people  say,  “  You  must  remit 
it  to  us  again”?  Will  they  agree  to  the 
work  of  that  convention ;  will  they  say  they 
will  be  bound  by  a  majority  of  the  con¬ 
vention,  when  their  representatives  have, 
very  likely,  received  definite  instructions 
to  adopt  a  certain  course  of  action  ?  Will 
they  not  say  that  what  has  been  done  by  a 
majority  of  the  convention  must  still  be 
submitted  to  the  people  ]  Will  it  not  be 
better,  under  the  circumstances,  to  take  the 
“  yea  ”  or  the  “  nay,”  of  the  people  at  once? 
If  they  say  “nay,”  we  shall,  no  doubt, 
through  the  press,  ascertain  the  reasons 
wdiy  they  are  not  in  favour  of  federation 
under  certain  circumstances,  and  under 
what  circumstances  they  would  be  in  favour 
of  it.  We  may  thus,  ultimately,  have  an¬ 
other  convention  and  another  appeal  to  the 
people.  It  will  be  a  great  deal  better  to 
ask  the  people  at  once ;  but  how  can  you 
ask  the  people  to  express  their  views  and 
opinions  on  the  details  of  the  bill?  No 
two  persons  who  go  to  the  poll  would  vote 
alike.  The  idea  appears  to  me  to  be  out 
of  the  (juestion.  It  cannot  be  carried  out. 
As  I  have  already  stated,  my  idea  is  to 
put  the  question  to  the  people  directly, 
and  let  them  say  “aye”  or  “no.” 

IMr.  Dibbs  :  Does  the  hon.  member  mean 
to  put  the  whole  of  the  bill,  and  nothing 
but  the  bill,  before  them  ? 

Mr.  PLAYFORD  :  If  a  number  of 
them  vote  “no,”  and  say  “  We  would  have 
gone  for  federation  if  the  lines  had  been 
[J/7*.  Playford, 


diflerent,”  we  can  have  another  conven¬ 
tion  subsequently,  and  we  can  frame 
another  constitution  ;  but  you  will  never 
frame  a  constitution  if  those  wdio  are 
elected  by  the  people  of  the  various  colo¬ 
nies  for  the  purpose  of  framing  it,  receive 
definite  instructions  as  to  the  course  tliey 
are  to  pursue,  because,  under  those  cir¬ 
cumstances,  there  'will  be  no  possibility  of 
compromise.  There  is  no  federal  consti¬ 
tution  in  the  '\vorld  in  regard  to  which 
that  course  has  been  adopted.  It  was  never 
adopted  in  America.  It  was  never  adopted 
inCanada,  wdiere  the  question  'was to  be  an¬ 
swered  by  “yea”  or  “nay.”  It  was  never 
adopted  in  Switzerland,  and,  as  far  as  I 
know,  it  w'as  never  adopted  in  the  German 
federation.  It  has  never  been  adopted ;  and, 
if  you  will  look  clearly  into  the  matter,  you 
will  see  that  it  cannot  w^ork.  It  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  ascer  tain  the  exact  vie  ws  of  the peopl  e 
on  all  these  different  points  and  they  must 
therefore  say  “yea”  or  “nay.”  There  is  one 
point,  how^ever,  on  which  the  people  may  ex¬ 
press  their  views.  Public  opinion  through¬ 
out  the  various  colonies  will  make  the  fact 
know'n  that  it  is  desired  that  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  certain  filterations  should 
be  made  in  the  Comstitution  on  certain  lead¬ 
ing  lines,  and  w’hen  the  new^  parliament  of 
the  commonwealth  is  formed,  that  parlia¬ 
ment  will  be  able  to  make  those  alterations 
in  the  same  way  as  alterations  were  made 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
w'hen  it  was  framed.  That  will  be  a  far  more 
satisfactory  method.  The  people  of  the 
colonies,  and  the  press  will  no  doubt  express 
their  view^s,  and  if  there  is  a  unanimous  ex¬ 
pression  of  opinion  in  favour  of  alterations 
in  the  constitution,  they  can  be  made  by 
the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  im¬ 
mediately  after  it  has  met,  and  in  a  much 
more  satisfactory  manner  than  can  possibly 
be  made  by  any  convention  specially  elected 
for  the  purpose.  I  think  the  mode  pro¬ 
posed  is  the  only  satisfactory  one.  W© 
were  appointed,  as  I  understand,  by  the 
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parliaments  of  the  various  colonies  for 
the  purpose  of  drafting  a  constitution  to 
be  submitted  to  the  people  for  them  to 
say  ‘‘  yea  ”  or  “  nay  ”  to  it ;  and  if  they 
say  that  many  of  the  clauses  are  of  such 
a  character  that  they  cannot  agree  to  them, 
although,  at  the  same  time,  they  may  be 
in  favour  of  federation,  they  will  vote 
against  them  with  the  view,  eventually, 
of  the  appointment  of  another  convention 
to  draft  a  bill  which  will  better  suit  their 
views.  That  would  be  the  result  of  what 
the  hon.  member  himself  proposes.  There¬ 
fore,  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  deal  better 
to  vote  for  the  clause  as  it  stands  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  mem¬ 
ber,  Sir  John  Bray,  who  proposes  that  the 
matter  should  be  considered  by  the  people. 
I  do  not  mind  if  the  words  he  proposes  to 
insert  are  inserted  before  the  word  “  ap¬ 
proval.”  Of  course,  it  is  understood  that 
the  people  will  consider  the  matter  before 
they  give  their  approval,  so  that  no  harm 
will  be  done  by  inserting  the  words  “  for 
the  consideration  and  approval  of  the 
people.” 

Question — That  the  word  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  question — 
put.  The  Convention  divided  : 

Ayes,  24  ;  noes,  7  ;  majority,  17. 


Abbott,  Mr. 

Bilker,  Mr. 

Cockbum,  Dr. 
Deakin,  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  Mr. 
Forrest,  Mr.  A. 
Forrest,  Mr.  J. 
Gillies,  Mr. 

Gordon,  Mi*. 

Grey,  Sir  George 
Griffith,  Sir  Samuel 
Jennings,  Sir  Patrick 


Ates. 

Loton,  Mr. 

^Macdonald- Paterson  ^Ir 
Marmion,  Mr. 
Mollwraith,  Sir  Thomas 
McMillan,  Mr. 

Miinro,  Mr. 

Parkes,  Sir  Henry 
PI  ay  ford,  Mr. 

Rutledge,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel 
Suttor,  Mr. 

Thy  line,  Mr. 


Noes. 

Bray,  Sir  John  Fysh,  Mr. 

Clark,  Mr.  Kingston,  Mr. 

Bibbs,  Mr.  Wrixon,  Mr. 

Bowner,  Sir  John 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  move  : 

That  the  resolution  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  “  respectively  ”  the  words  at 
a  plebiscite  on  the  principle  of  one  man  one 
vote.” 

The  clause  would  then  read  as  follows  : — 

That  this  Convention  recommends  that  pro¬ 
vision  be  made  by  the  parliaments  of  the  several 
colonies  for  submitting  for  the  approval  of  the 
people  of  the  colonies  respectively,  at  a  plebiscite 
on  the  principle  of  one  man  one  vote,  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  commonwealth  of  Australia  as 
framed  by  this  Convention, 

Amendment  negatived. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE 
CONSTITUTION. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH  rose  to 
move  : 

That  the  Convention  further  recommends 
that  so  soon  as  the  constitution  has  been  adopted 
by  three  of  the  colonies,  her  Majestj^'s  Govern¬ 
ment  l>e  requested  to  take  the  necessary  action 
to  establish  the  constitution  in  respect  of  those 
colonies. 

He  said  :  This  is  a  recommendation  from 
the  Constitutional  Committee.  It  is  im¬ 
possible  to  know  how  many  colonies  will 
adopt  the  constitution.  It  might  happen 
that  only  Western  Australia,  Tasmania, 
and  Queensland  would  adopt  it,  in  which 
case  I  liave  no  doubt  that  her  Majesty’s 
Government  would  not  recommend  the 
parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  to 
pass  it  into  law  \  hut  I  do  not  anticipate 
that  contingency.  On  the  other  hand, 
supposing  the  three  colonies  on  the  eastern 
seaboard,  or  that  New  South  Wales,  Vic¬ 
toria,  and  South  Australia,  adopted  it, 
there  would  he  no  reason  why  we  should 
wait  any  longer.  I  need  not  give  any  fur- 
ther  reasons. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

REPORT  OF  PROCEEBINGS  ANB 
BERATES. 

Resolved  (motions  by  Mr.  McMillan)  .* 

That  the  President  forward  copies  of  the  Pi*o- 
ceediiigs  and  BdKites  of  the  Convention  to  his 
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Excellency  the  Governor  of  New  South  AValea, 
for  transmission  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  rrinciiJal 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

That  the  President  forward  copies  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Proceedings  and  Debates  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  to  the  representatives  of  the  colonies  .at 
this  Convention,  for  presentation  to  tlieir  res^jec- 
tive  parliaments  and  for  general  distribution. 

VOTES  OF  THANKS. 

Mr.  MUNIIO  :  Our  duties  being  now 
ended,  I  have  been  requested  to  propose  a 
very  important  resolution  wliicli  I  liave 
not  the  least  doubt  will  be  carried  not  only 
unanimously,  but  with  enthusiasm  : 

That  the  thanks  of  tlie  Convention  be  given  to 
the  Hon.  SirHenry  Parkes,G.C.M.G. ,  President ; 
the  Hon.  Sir  Samuel  W.  Griffith,  K.C.  M.G. ,  Vice- 
President  ;  and  the  Hon.  Joseph  Palmer  Abbott, 
Chairman  of  Committees  of  the  Whole,  for  the 
services  rendered  by  them  to  the  Convention. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  all  the  members  of 
the  Convention  will  agree  with  me  in  say¬ 
ing  that  we  are  under  a  great  obligation 
to  those  gentlemen  for  the  attention  which 
they  have  given  to  the  business,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  presided  over  our 
meetings.  I  had  the  pleasure  and  the 
honor  of  proposing  you,  sir,  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  President,  and  I  am  quite  sure  we 
all  feel  that  you  have  been  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place.  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  wise  now  to  dwell  on  these  mat¬ 
ters,  for  we  all  know  and  appreciate  tlie 
services  which  have  been  rendered. 

Mr.  PLAYFOIID  :  I  second  the  rc.solu- 
tion  with  very  great  pleasure. 

Question  resolved  in  tlie  affirmative. 

The  PRESIDENT :  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  my  duty  at  this  stage  to  express  my 
acknowledgments,  and  it  wdll  be  the  duty 
of  the  other  two  gentlemen  named  in  the 
resolution  to  express  theirs.  I  feel  my¬ 
self  very  sensibly  the  compliment  paid  to 
me.  I  acceptetl  my  nomination  to  the 
office  of  President,  not,  perhaps,  with  much 
misgiving,  but  I  can  say  safely  with  no  de¬ 
sire  for  that  office  to  the  exclu.sion  of  any 
more  acceptable  member  of  the  Convention. 


Since  I  have  occupied  the  chair  I  have 
received  such  uniform  courtesy,  so  mucli 
kindness,  so  much  consideration  for  any 
failings  of  mine,  and  so  much  appreciation 
of  my  snuill  services,  that  I  am  more  than 
gratified.  It  is,  of  course,  a  great  distinc¬ 
tion  to  preside  over  a  body  so  distinguished 
as  this  Convenfion.  AVe  have  amongst  us, 
I  think,  no  fewer  than  fourteen  or  fifteen 
gentlemen  who  either  are  prime  minis¬ 
ters,  or  have  occu])ied  that  post ;  and  it 
must  be  assumed,  even  if  w^e  had  no  per¬ 
sonal  knowledge,  that  the  colonies  w’ould 
only  send  as  their  representatives  their 
best  men.  The  Convention  is  composed  of 
men  whose  names  are  historically  known 
already,  and  it  is  a  great  distinction  in¬ 
deed  to  be  promoted  to  the  high  station  of 
presiding  over  the  deliberations  of  these 
distinguished  men.  I  appreciate  that  my¬ 
self  very  deeply,  and  I  return  my  sincere 
thanks  for  all  the  courtesy  and  kindness  I 
have  received,  wdth  the  assurance  that  I 
shall  not  soon  forget  the  many  acts  of  con¬ 
sideration  which  have  been  shown  to  me 
by  lion,  members.  I  can  say  nothing  more, 
except  again  to  express  my  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgments  for  the  distinction  conferred 
upon  me,  and  also  for  the  various  acts  of 
kindness  and  courtesy  extended  to  me  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  I  have  occupied  the  chair. 

Sir  SAMUEL  GRIFFITH:  I  desire 
also  to  offer  my  acknowledgments  to  the 
Convention  for  the  compliment  paid  to  me 
in  including  me  in  this  vote  of  thanks. 
My  duties  as  A"ice-President  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  have  not,  I  am  happy  to  say,  been 
very  arduous,  as  you,  sir,  have  been  able  to 
perform  the  functions  almost  throughout 
the  wdiole  of  our  sittings.  Tlie  functions 
w'hicli  fell  to  my  lot  as  chairman  of  the 
Constitutional  Committee  were  more  ardu¬ 
ous.  Ill  respect  to  them  I  desire  to  ex¬ 
press  my  special  acknowledgments  to  tlie 
gentlemen  who  were  on  the  committee  with 
me  for  the  help  wliicli  they  gave  me,  and 
especially  with  respect  to  the  difficult  work 
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of  drafting  the  bill,  or  being  responsible  for 
the  drafting,  whicli  fell  to  my  lot  as  chair¬ 
man.  I  desire  to  express  njy  thanks,  as 
au  individual,  to  the  lion,  member,  Mr. 
Clark,  Attorney-General  of  Tasmania,  and 
to  the  hon.  membei’,  Mr.  Kingston,  lately 
Attorney-General  of  South  Australia,  who 
were  originally  associated  with  the  draft¬ 
ing  committee,  and  also  in  no  less  degree 
to  my  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Barton,  of  New 
South  Wales,  wdio  took  Mr.  Clarkes  place 
when  he  w'as  laid  up,  and  who  devoted 
himself  to  tliat  work  as  strenuously  and 
as  industriously  as  any  man  with  whom 
I  ever  had  the  pleasure  of  working,  and 
I  venture  to  say  that  I  have  done  a  good 
deal  of  hard  work  in  my  time.  I  have 
also  to  express  my  acknowdedgments  to  the 
Convention  for  the  uniform  courtesy  and 
consideration  w  ith  whicli  they  have  treated 
me.  I  have  felt  sometimes  that  I  was, 
perhaps,  a  little  too  insistent  on  my  views; 
but  I  hope  they  will  pardon  me.  I,  for 
my  part,  shall  leave  this  Convention  with 
the  most  pleasurable  feelings.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  know  ing  nearly  all  the  members 
personally  before — I  think  there  were  only 
three  members  whom  I  did  not  know  before; 
old  acquaintances  have  been  renewed,  and 
I  feel,  as  my  hon.  colleague  from  Queens¬ 
land  said  this  morning,  it  is  impossible  to 
go  away  from  a  meeting  of  this  kind  with¬ 
out  prod  ting  very  greatly  by  intercourse 
wdth  so  many  minds.  I  hope  that  what 
will  follow  on  our  work  will  be  as  satis¬ 
factory  as  it  seems  to  us  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  ABBOTT:  I  have  to  return  my 
thanks  to  the  Convention  for  the  honor 
which  they  did  me  in  electing  me  Chair¬ 
man  of  Committees,  and  I  have  to  thank 
hon.  members  for  the  very  little  trouble 
wdiich  they  gave  me  in  the  discharge  of 
those  duties.  I  hope  that  in  the  futuie, 
occupying  the  position  wdiich  I  do  in  this 
legislature,  I  shall  have  as  little  trouble 
in  maintaining  law'  and  order  as  1  ha\  e  had 


during  the  discussions  of  the  Convention 
in  Committee.  It  is  an  honor  to  be  associ¬ 
ated  with  such  a  Convention,  and  I  am 
quite  sure  that,  whatever  the  result  may  be, 
tlie  bringing  together  of  so  many  public 
men  from  the  different  colonies  will  be  of 
lasting  benefit  to  every  one  of  tlie  colonies. 
Again  I  thank  hon.  members. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 

Mr.  MUNRO  :  I  beg  to  move  : 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  given 
to  Frederick  ^YilliaIn  Webb,  Esquire,  secretary, 
and  to  his  assistants,  and  also  the  members  of 
the  Parliamentary  Reporting  Staff  of  New  South 
W ales,  for  tht*ir  services  to  the  Convention. 

I  w’ish  simply  to  say  one  word  in  support 
of  this  motion,  and  it  is  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Convention  feel  that  these 
gentlemen  have  discharged  their  duties 
in  an  admirable  manner.  As  one  w'ho  is 
always  complaining  of  the  slowness  with 
which  the  Hansard  of  Victoria  is  pub¬ 
lished,  I  highly  appreciate  the  smartness 
with  which  the  members  of  the  Hansard 
staff  of  this  colony  have  performed  their 
w'ork.  I  was  perfectly  sui'prised  to  find  a 
proof  copy  of  Hansard  at  our  hotels  each 
morning,  containing  the  previous  day’s 
debates  ;  and  looking  through  the  reports 
from  time  to  time,  I  was  equally  surprised 
to  find  so  few'  mistakes.  I  am  sure  that 
Mr.  Webb  has  discharged  his  duties  in  an 
equally  satisfactory  manner,  and  that  his 
assistants  are  also  entitled  to  our  thanks. 
I  am  sure  hon.  membeis  will  unanimously 
join  in  passing  this  vote  of  thanks  in  the 

most  hearty  manner. 

Mr.  DIBBS  :  Before  the  motion  is  put 
from  the  Chair  I  slioulcl  like  to  say  that  I 
indoi’se  every  word  uttered  by  the  hon. 
member,  Mr.  Munro,  with  regard  to  the 
oificers  who  have  given  their  time  and 
services  to  the  Convention.  As  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  New  South  Wales,  I  should 
like  also  to  make  a  suggestion,  and  I  know 
that  it  has  only  to  be  made  to  receive  at 
your  hands,  sir,  a  generous  and  hearty 
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response.  We  should  bear  in  mind  that 
these  gentlemen  are  civil  servants  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  that  they  have  not 
only  given  us  the  benefit  of  their  services 
during  the  last  six  weeks,  but  have  devoted 
a  large  amount  of  time,  out  of  what  is 
really  their  vacation,  to  their  duties  in 
connection  with  the  Convention.  I  feel 
that  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
should  recognise  the  value  of  the  services 
of  these  gentlemen.  I  refer  not  only  to  the 
Parliamentary  Peporting  Staff,  but  I  in¬ 
clude  the  secretary  to  the  Convention  and 
other  officers  down  to  the  humblest  officer 
employed  in  these  buildings,  and  w'ho  might, 
but  for  this  Convention,  have  been  enjoy¬ 
ing  a  holiday.  I  hope  the  whole  of  them 
will  receive  at  the  hands  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  generous  recognition  of  services 
which  is  characteristic  of  the  colony  of  New^ 
South  Wales  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
suggestion  once  made — even  if  it  should 
not  already  have  occurred  to  your  mind, 
sir — will  receive  from  you  a  generous  and 
hearty  response. 

The  PRESIDENT  :  The  hon.  member, 
Mr.  Dibbs,  having  so  lively  a  sense  of 
the  justice  and  propriety  of  the  present 
Government,  may  rest  assured  that  his 
suggestion  has  only  to  be  made  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed.  If  it  be  not  out  of  place,  I  may 
.state  that  the  Government  have  very  few' 
pleasures  amid  the  arduous  duties  they 
have  to  perform,  and  that  the  keenest 
pleasure  of  all  is  to  adopt  any  suggestion 
coming  from  so  amiable  a  quarter. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  PRESIDENT  :  Perhaps  I  may  be 
l>ermitted  to  say,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Webb 
and  the  other  officers  that  from  a  long  per¬ 


sonal  knowdedge  of  these  gentlemen,  I  feel 
a.ssured  that  they  would  spare  no  effort, 
and  that  they^vould  draw  very  largely  upon 
their  capabilities  of  endurance  in  order 
to  give  satisfaction  to  this  Convention. 
I  think  I  may  thank  the  Convention  on 
behalf  of  INIr.  Webb  and  the  other  gentle¬ 
men  referred  to  in  the  resolution  for  the 
kind  manner  in  which  it  has  expressed  its 
.sense  of  their  services,  and  I  believe  I  may 
add,  that  although  the  performance  of  those 
services  has  diminished  much  of  the  time 
for  enjoyment  which  during  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  recess  they  w'ould  have  had,  they 
still  have  felt  a  sincere  and  high-toned 
pleasure  in  rendering  their  services  to  the 
Convention  at  this  important  epoch  of  our 
history.  I  thank  you  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Webb  and  the  other  gentlemen  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  resolution  hsis  been 
carried. 

DISSOLUTION  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 
The  PRESIDENT  :  I  think  it  would 
be  the  most  becoming  course  not  for  any 
motion  of  adjournment  to  be  made,  but 
for  me  to  declare  that  this  Convention 
having  done  its  w'ork  is  now  dissolved. 
Of  course  it  will  meet  no  more.  I  have 
no  doubt  its  work  will  be  heard  of,  and  it 
would  be  unbecoming  in  me  to  indulge  in 
any  w'ords  at  this  stage,  or  to  do  more 
than  declare  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  have  come  to  an  end.  I  now 
ask  the  delegates  to  rise  in  their  places 
and  to  give  three  cheers  for  her  Majesty 
the  Queen. 

Jlon.  members  rising  in  their  places  gave  three 
cheers  for  the  Qneen, 

At  the  instance  of  Colonel  Smith,  cheers  were 
also  given  for  the  hon,  the  President  of  the  Con¬ 
vention, 


[J/r.  Dibbs, 
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Draft  of  a  Bill  as  adopted  by  the  National  Australasian 
Convention,  9th  April,  1S91. 

HENEY  PAEKES, 

^President. 

E.  B’.  WEBB, 

Secretary. 


DEAET  OE 

A  BILL 


To  Constitute  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia. 


^VTHEREAS  the  Australasian  Colonies  of  \]iere  name  the  Colonies  Preamble 
W  which  have  adopted  the  Constiiniion]  have  by  [Jiere  describe  the 
mode  h]f  which  the  assent  of  the  Colonies  has  been  expressed^  agreed  to 
unite  in  one  Federal  Common  wealth  under  the  Cro^vn  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  under  the  Constitution 
hereby  established:  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision  for 
the  admission  into  the  Commonwealth  of  other  Australasian  Colonies 
and  Possessions  of  Her  Majesty:  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the 
Queen’s  Most  Excellent  Majesty by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  the  present 
Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows : — 

1.  This  Act  maybe  cited  as  “The  Constitution  of  the  Common- short  title, 
wealth  of  Australia.” 

2  The  provisions  of  this  Act  referring  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
extend  also  to  the  Heirs  and  Successors  of  Her  Majesty  in  the  ^^n-ng  to  the 
(Sovereignty  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 


ConstUution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia. 

3.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Queen,  hy  and  with  the  advice  of  Her 
Majesty’s  Most  Honorable  Privy  Council,  to  declare  by  Proclamation  weaithoi 
that,  on  and  after  a  day  therein  appointed,  not  being  later  than  six  Au^'nth^ 
months  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  the  Colonies  of  name  the 

Colonies  which  have  adopted  the  Co»s/iVwfwn] .  (which  said  Colonies 
and  Province  are  hereinafter  severally  included  in  the  expression  the 
said  Colonies”)  shall  be  united  in  one  Federal  Commonwealth  ^^er 
the  Constitution  hereby  established,  and  under  the  name  or  Ihe 
Commonwealth  of  Australia”  ;  and  on  and  after  that  day  the  said 
Colonies  shall  be  united  in  one  Federal  Commonwealth  under  that 


name. 
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Coiiimenccnieiit 
of  Act 


“  Suites,’’ 


UciH^al  of  4S  and 
40  Viet.,  chap.  60. 


OiK'ration  of  the 
Constitution  and 
laws  of  the 
Commonwealth. 


Constitution. 


rivlsion  of 
Constitution. 


4.  Unless  where  it  is  otherwise  expressed  or  implied  this  Act  shall 
commence  and  have  effect  on  and  from  the  day  so  appointed  in  the 
Queen’s  Proclamation ;  and  the  name  “  The  Commonwealth  of 
Australia”  or  “The  Comm  on  wealth  ”  shall  be  taken  to  mean  the 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  as  constituted  under  this  Act. 

5.  The  term  “The  States”  shall  be  taken  to  mean  such  of  the 
existing  Colonies  of  New  South  Wales,  New  Zealand,  Queensland, 
Tasmania,  Victoria,  and  Western  Australia,  and  the  Province  of  South 
Australia,  as  for  the  time  being  form  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
such  other  States  as  may  hereafter  be  admitted  into  tlie  Commonwealth 
under  the  Constitution  thereof,  and  each  of  such  Colonies  so  forming 
part  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  hereafter  designated  a  “  State.” 

6.  “The  Federal  Council  of  Australasia  Act,  1885,”  is  hereby 
repealed,  but  such  repeal  shall  not  affect  any  laws  passed  by  the  Federal 
Council  of  Australasia  and  in  force  at  the  date  of  the  establishment  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth. 

But  any  such  law  may  be  repealed  as  to  any  State  by  the  Parliament 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  may  be  repealed  as  to  any  Colony,  not 
being  a  State,  by  the  Parliament  thereof. 

7.  The  Constitution  established  by  this  Act,  and  all  law’s  made  by 
the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  con¬ 
ferred  by  the  Constitution,  and  all  Treaties  made  by  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  shall,  according  to  their  tenor,  be  binding  on  the  Courts,  Judges,, 
and  people,  of  every  State,  and  of  every  part  of  the  Commonwealth, 
anything  in  the  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  :  and 
the  Laws  and  Treaties  of  the  Common  w'ealth  shall  be  in  force  onboard 
of  all  British  ships  whose  last  port  of  clearance  or  whose  port  of  desti¬ 
nation  is  in  the  Commonwealth. 

8*  The  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  as  follows : 


THE  CONSTITUTION. 

This  Constitution  is  divided  into  Chapters  and  parts  as  folio w^s  : — 

CHAPTER  I.— THE  PARLIAMENT: 

Part  I. — General  ; 

Part  II. — The  Senate  ; 

Part  III. — The  House  op  Hepeesentatives  ; 

Part  IV. — Protisions  relating  to  both  Houses  ; 

Part  V. — Powers  of  the  Parliament  : 

CHAPTER  II.— THE  EXECUTIVE  GOVERNMENT : 

CHAPTER  III.— THE  FEDERAL  JUDICATURE: 

CHAPTER  IV.—FINANCE  AND  TRADE  ; 

CHAPTER  V.— TEE  STATES  : 

CHAPTER  VI,— NEW  STATES  : 

CHAPTER  VII.— MISCELLANEOUS: 

CHAPTER  VIII.— AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION^ 
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CHAPTER  I. 


THE  PARLIAMENT. 


Part  I. — General. 


1,  The  Legislative  powers  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  vested  iu  r^<?isiative 
a  PWeral  Parliament,  which  shall  consist  of  Her  Majesty,  a  Senate, 
and  a  House  of  Representatives,  and  which  is  hereinafter  called  “  The 
Parliament.” 


2.  The  Queen  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  a  Go veni or- General, 
who  shall  he  Her  Majesty’s  Representative  in  the  Commonwealth,  and 
who  shall  have  and  may  exercise  in  the  CommoiiAvealth  during  the 
Queen’s  pleasure,  and  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution, 
such  powers  and  functions  as  the  Queen  may  think  fit  to  assign  to  him. 

3.  The  Annual  Salary  of  the  Governor-General  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Parliament  from  time  to  time,  but  shall  not  be  less  than  Ten  thousand  Gene^i!^ 
[)ounds,  and  shall  be  payable  to  the  Queen  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Revenue  Fund  of  the  Commonwealth.  Tlie  Salary  of  a  Governor- 
General  shall  not  be  diminished  during  his  continuance  in  office. 


4.  The  provision  of  this  Constitution  relating  to  the  Governor- Application  of 
General  extend  and  apply  to  the  Governor- General  for  the  time  being  feraSn^to 
or  other  the  Chief  Executive  Officer  or  Administrator  of  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  whatever  title  he  is  designated,  ^nera. 


5.  Every  Member  of  the  Senate,  and  every  ^Member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  shall  before  taking  his  scat  therein  make  and  sub- 
scribe  before  the  Govern  or- General,  or  some  person  authorised  by  him, 
an  Oath  or  Affirmation  of  xAllegiance  in  the  form  set  forth  in  the  scheduie. 
Schedule  to  this  Constitution. 

0  The  Governor-General  may  appoint  such  times  for  holding  the  Sx  times 
first  and  every  other  Session  of  the  rarliament,  as  he  may  think  fit, 
o-iving  sufficient  notice  thereof,  and  may  also  from  tune  to  time,  by  of  Parliament, 
proclamation  or  otherwise,  prorogue  tlic  said  Parliament,  and  may  in 
like  manner  dissolve  the  House  of  Representatives.  ^jicpresen- 

The  Parliament  shall  be  called  together  not  later  than  sis  i»0“ths  of 

after  the  date  of  the  estahlisliment  of  the  Commonwealth, 


7  There  shall  he  a  Session  of  the  Parliament  once  at  least  in  everj^  Yc.iriy  Session 
year,  so  that  twelve  months  shall  not  intervene  between  the  last  sitting 
of  tbe  Parliament  in  one  Session,  and  its  ^i^^t  sitting  in  the  next 
Session. 

8.  The  privileges,  immunities,  and  powers,  to  he  held  caijoyed,  and 
exercised  by  the  Senate  and  by  the  House  of  Representatives  respec¬ 
tively,  and  by  the  Members  thereof,  shall  be  such  as  arc  from  tune  to 
time  declared  bv  the  Parliament,  and  until  declared  shall  be  those 
held,  enjoyed,  and  exercised  by  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  by  the  Members  thereof,  at  the  date  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Part  II. — The  Senate. 

9.  The  Senate  shall  be  composed  of  ei^ht  members  for  cacli  State, 
directly  chosen  by  tho  Houses  of  the  Parliament  of  the  several  States 
during  a  Session  thereof,  and  each  Senator  shall  have  one  vote. 

The  Senators  shall  be  chosen  for  a  term  of  six  years. 

The  names  of  the  Senators  chosen  in  each  State  shall  be  certified  by 
the  Governor  to  the  Governor-General. 

10.  1  ''he  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  may  make  laws  pre¬ 
scribing  a  uniform  manner  of  choosing  the  Senators.  Subject  to  such 
laws,  if  any,  the  Parliament  of  each  State  may  determine  the  time, 
place,  and  manner  of  choosing  the  Senators  for  that  State  by  the 
IIoLises  of  Parliament  thereof. 

11.  Tlie  failure  of  any  State  to  provide  for  its  representation  in  the 
Senate  shall  not  affect  tho  power  of  the  Senate  to  proceed  to  the 
despatch  of  business. 

12.  As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  Senate  is  first  assembled  the 
Senators  chosen  for  each  State  shall  be  divided  by  lot  into  two  classes. 
The  places  of  the  Senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the 
expiration  of  the  third  year,  and  the  places  of  those  of  the  second  class 
at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year,  from  the  commencement  of  their 
term  of  service  as  herein  declared,  so  that  oue-half  may  be  chosen  every 
third  year. 

Por  the  purposes  of  this  section  the  term  of  service  of  a  Senator 
shall  begin  on  and  be  reckoned  from  the  first  day  of  January  next 
succeeding  the  day  of  his  election,  except  in  the  case  of  the  first 
election,  when  it  shall  be  reckoned  from  the  first  day  of  January  pre¬ 
ceding  the  day  of  his  election.  Tho  election  of  Senators  to  fill  the 
places  of  Senators  retiring  by  rotation  shall  be  made  in  the  year 
l>receding  the  day  on  which  the  retiring  Senators  are  to  retire. 

13.  If  the  place  of  a  Senator  becomes  vacant  during  the  recess, 
of  the  Parliament  of  the  State  which  he  represented  the  Governor  of 
the  State,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council  thereof, 
may  appoint  a  Senator  to  fill  such  vacancy  until  the  next  Session  of 
the  Parliament  of  the  State,  when  the  Houses  of  Piirliament  shall 
choose  a  Senator  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

14.  If  the  place  of  a  Senator  becomes  vacant  before  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  service  for  which  he  was  chosen,  the  Senator  chosen  to 
fillh  is  place  shall  hold  the  same  only  during  the  unexpired  portion  of 
the  term  for  which  the  previous  Senator  was  chosen. 

15.  The  qualifications  of  a  Senator  shall  be  as  follows  :  — 

(1)  He  must  be  of  the  full  age  of  thirty  years,  and  must,  when 
chosen,  be  an  elector  entitled  to  vote  in  some  State  at  the 
election  of  Members  of  tho  House  of  Keprosentatives  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  must  have  been  for  five  years  at  the 
least  a  resident  within  the  limits  of  the  Commonwealth  as 
existing  at  the  time  when  he  is  chosen  ; 

(2)  He  must  be  either  a  natural  born  subject  of  the  Queen,  or  a 
subject  of  the  Queen  naturalised  by  or  under  a  law  of  tho 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  or  of  the  Parliament  of  one  of  the  said  Colonies,  or 
of  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  a  State,  aii 
lea.st  live  years  before  he  is  chosen . 
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16.  The  Senate  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  and  before  proceeding  to  Election  of 
the  despatch  of  any  other  business,  choose  a  Senator  to  be  the  Presi- 

dent  of  the  Senate  ;  and  as  often  as  the  office  of  President  becomes 
vacant  the  Senate  shall  again  choose  a  Senator  to  be  the  President ; 
and  the  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Senate  ;  and  the 
choice  of  the  President  shall  be  made  known  to  the  Governor- Greneral 
by  a  deputation  of  the  Senate. 

The  President  may  be  removed  from  office  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate. 

He  may  resign  his  office  ;  and  upon  his  ceasing  to  be  a  Senator  his 
office  shall  become  vacant. 

17.  In  case  of  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  Senate  may  choose  Absence  of 
some  other  Senator  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  President  during  his  provl^for. 
absence. 

18.  A  Senator  may,  by  writing  under  his  hand  addressed  to  the 

President,  or  if  there  is  no  President,  or  the  President  is  absent  from  ^  ^  ^  • 

the  Commonwealth,  to  the  Governor-General,  resign  his  place  in  the 

Senate,  and  thereupon  the  same  shall  be  vacant. 

19.  The  place  of  a  Senator  shall  become  vacant  if  for  one  whole 
Session  of  the  Parliament  he,  without  the  permission  of  the  Senate  absenct^*^  ^ 
entered  on  its  Journals,  fails  to  give  his  attendance  in  the  Senate. 

20.  Upon  the  happening  of  a  vacancy  in  the  Senate  the  President, 

or  if  there  is  no  President,  or  the  President  is  absent  from  the  Com-  notified  to 
mon wealth,  the  Governor-General  shall  forthwith  notify  the  same  to 
the  Governor  of  the  State  which  the  Senator  whose  place  is  vacated 
represented. 

21.  If  any  question  arises  respecting  the  qualification  of  a  Senator  QuesUons 

or  a  vacancy  in  the  Senate,  the  same  shall  be  determined  by  the  ^nd  vacancies  in 
Senate. 

22.  Until  the  Parliament  otherwise  provides,  the  presence  of 
least  one-third  of  the  whole  number  of  Senators,  as  provided  by  this 
Constitution,  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  meeting  of  the  Senate 
for  the  exercise  of  its  powers. 

23.  Questions  arising  in  the  Senate  shall  be  determined  by  a  voting  in  senate, 
majority  of  voles,  and  the  President  shall  in  all  cases  be  entitled  to  a 

vote  ;  and  when  the  votes  are  equal  the  question  shall  pass  in  the 
negative. 


Part  HI. — The  House  qf  BErRESENTATivES. 

24.  The  House  of  Keprescutatives  shall  be  composed  of  Members 
chosen  ever?  three  years  by  the  people  ot  the  several  btates,  according  Keprescotative 
to  theSr  rcsTecti^e  numbers ;  and  until  the  Parliament  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  otherwise  provides,  each  State  shall  have  one  Kepresentative 

for  everv  thirty  thousand  ot  its  people.  ^  ^  i  •  r  "vt 

Provided  that  in  the  case  of  any  of  the  existing  Colonies  of  New 

Soiith  ACalcs,  New  Zealand, 

AVestern  Australia,  and  the  Province  of  South  Australia,  until  the 
number  of  the  people  is  such  as  to  entitle  the  State  to  four  liepre- 
seutatives  it  shall  have  four  Eepreseutatives. 
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25.  The  qiialificatioii  of  electors  of  Meinhors  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  he  in  each  State  that  ^vhich  is  proscribed  by  the 
law  of  the  State  as  the  qualification  for  electors  of  the  more  numerous 
House  of  the  rarliament  of  the  State. 

26.  AVhen  in  any  State  the  people  of  any  race  are  not  entitled  by 
law  to  vote  at  elections  for  the  more  numerous  House  of  the  Parliament 
of  the  State,  the  Representation  of  that  State  in  the  House  of  Ropre- 
sentativee  shall  be  reduced  in  the  proportion  ^Yhich  the  number  of 
people  of  that  race  in  the  State  bears  to  the  whole  number  of  the 
people  of  the  State. 

27.  When  upon  the  apportionment  of  Representatives  it  is  found 
that  after  dividiiip;  the  number  of  the  people  of  a  State  by  tlie  niimbei’ 
in  respect  of  which  a  State  is  entitled  to  one  Representative  tliero 
remains  a  surplus  greater  than  one-half  of  such  number,  the  State 
shall  have  one  additional  Representative. 

28.  The  number  of  members  to  be  chosen  by  each  State  at  the  first 
election  shall  be  as  follows :  \_To  he  determined  according  io  latest 
statistical  returns  at  the  dote  of  the  passing  of  the  Act.^ 

29.  A  fresh  apportionment  of  Representatives  to  the  States  shall  be 
made  after  each  Census  of  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  which 
shall  he  taken  at  intervals  not  longer  tlian  ten  years.  But  a  fresh 
apportionment  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  then  next  General 
Election. 

30.  The  number  of  Members  of  the  liouse  of  Representatives  may 
be  from  time  to  time  increased  or  diminished  by  the  Parliament  of 
the  Commonwealth,  hut  so  that  the  proportionate  representation  of 
the  several  States,  according  to  the  numbers  of  their  people,  and  the 
minimum  number  of  Members,  prescribed  by  this  Constitution,  for 
any  State  shall  be  preserved. 

31.  The  electoral  divisions  of  the  several  States  for  the  purpose  of 
returning  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  deter¬ 
mined  from  time  to  time  by  the  Parliaments  of  the  several  States. 

32.  The  qualifications  of  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  be  as  follows  : — 

(1)  He  must  be  of  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  must  when 
elected  be  an  elector  entitled  to  Aote  in  some  State  at  the 
election  of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
must  have  been  for  three  years  at  the  least  a  resident  within 
the  limits  of  the  Commonwealth  as  existing  at  the  time  when 
he  is  elected  ; 

(2)  He  must  he  either  a  natural  horn  subject  of  the  Queen,  or  a 
subject  of  the  (^iiecn  naturalised  by  or  under  a  law  of  the 
Parliament  ot  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  of  the  Parliament 
of  one  of  the  said  Colonies,  or  of  the  Parliament  of  the 
Commonwealth,  or  of  a  State,  at  least  threeycars  before  he  is 
elected. 

33.  A  Senator  shall  not  be  capable  of  being  elected  or  of  sitting  as 
a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

34.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after 
every  General  Election,  and  liefore  proceeding  to  the  despatch  of  any 
other  business,  choose  a  Member  to  be  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  and 
as  often  as  the  office  of  Speaker  becomes  vacant  the  House  shall  again 


CO [ON WEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA. 


010. 


choose  a  Aleniber  to  be  Speaker;  and  the  Speaker  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  the  choice  of  a  S])eaker 
shall  be  made  known  to  the  Governor-General  by  a  deputation  of  the 
House. 


The  Speaker  may  be  removed  from  office  by  a  vote  of  the  House,  or 
may  resign  his  office. 


35.  lu  case  of  the  absence  of  the  Speaker,  the  House  of  Represen-  Aiiscneeof 
tatives  may  choose  some  other  Member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  pj^idid  for. 
Speaker  during  his  absence. 


36.  A  Member  of  the  House  of  Representativ'es  may,  by  Avritiug  Resijrnation  of 
under  his  hand  addressed  to  the  Speaker,  or  if  there  is  no  Speaker,  or  S^Rep^n't^ 
he  is  absent  from  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  Governor-Greneral,  resign 
his  place  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  thereupou  the  same 
shall  be  vacant. 


37,  Tlie  place  of  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
become  vacant  if  for  one  whole  Session  of  the  Parliament  he,  without  absence.  ^  ^ 
permission  of  the  House  of  Representatives  entered  on  its  Journals, 

fails  to  give  his  attendance  in  the  House. 

38,  Hpon  the  happening  of  a  vacancy  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
lives,  the  Speaker  shall,  upon  a  resolution  of  the  House,  issue  his  writ 
for  the  election  of  a  new  member. 

In  the  case  of  a  vacancy  by  death  or  resignation  happening  when 
the  Parliament  is  not  in  Session,  or  during  an  adjournment  of  the 
House  for  a  period  of  which  a  part  longer  than  seven  days  is  unexpired, 
the  Speaker,  or  if  there  is  no  Speaker,  or  he  is  absent  from  the 
Commonwealth,  the  Governor- General  shall  issue,  or  cause  to  he 
issued,  a  writ  without  such  resolution. 

39*  Until  the  Parliament  otherwise  provides  the  presence  of  at 
least  one- third  of  the  whole  number  of  the  ^Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Representatives  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  meeting  of  the 
House  for  the  exercise  of  its  powers. 

40.  Questions  arising  in  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
determined  by  a  majority  of  votes  other  than  that  of  the  Speaker ;  Representative*, 
and  when  the  votes  are  equal,  but  not  otherwise,  the  Speaker  shall 

have  a  casting  vote. 

41.  Every  House  of  Representatives  shall  continue  for  three 

from  the  day  appointed  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  House,  and  no^loiiger,  Representatives, 
subject,  nevertheless,  to  be  sooner  dissolved  b}’*  the  Governor-General. 

The  Parliament  shall  bo  called  together  not  later  than  thirty  days 
after  the  day  appointed  for  the  return  of  the  Writs  for  a  General 
Election. 


42.  For  the  inirposc  of  lioldiug  General  Elections  of  Members  to 
serve  in  the  House  of  Representatives  the  Governor-(Teneral  may 
causo  Writs  to  be  issued  by  such  persons,  in  such  form,  and  addressed 
to  such  Returning  Officers,  as  he  thinks  fit. 


43.  Until  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  otherwise  provides, 
the  laws  in  force  in  the  several  States  for  the  time  being,  relating  to  i^ws  until  the 
the  following  matters,  namely :  The  manner  of  conducting  Elections 
for  the  more  numerous  House  of  the  Parliament,  the  proceedings  at  provides, 
such  elections,  the  oaths  to  be  taken  by  voters,  the  Returiung  Officers, 
their  powers  and  duties,  tho  periods  during  which  Elections  may  be 
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continued,  tlie  execution  of  now  Writs  in  case  of  places  vacated  other¬ 
wise  than  by  dissolution,  and  ofFences  a^rainst  the  laws  regulating  such 
Elections,  shall  respectively  apply  to  Elections  in  the  several  States  of 
Members  to  serve  in  the  itouse  of  Kepreseutatives. 

Questions  as  to  44.  If  any  question  arises  respecting  the  qualification  of  a  Member 
and^l^^iciS  ^  vacancy  in  the  House  of  Eopreseiitatives,  the  same  ^hall  be  heard 
and  determined  by  the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 


Paut  IV, — Provisions  relating  to  both  Houses. 

Allol^•aT^rc  to  4.5^  Eacli  member  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatives  shall 
'  receive  an  annual  allowance  for  his  services,  the  amount  of  which  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  Parliament  from  time  to  time.  Until  other  provision 
is  made  in  that  behalf  by  the  Parliament  the  amount  of  such  annual 
allowance  shall  be  five  hundred  pounds. 


Disavaim^tions  40^  Any  pcrsoii — 

^  (1)  AVho  has  tahen  an  oath  or  made  a  declaration  or  acknowledg¬ 

ment  of  allegiance,  obedience,  or  adherence  to  a  Foreign 
Power,  or  has  done  any  act  Avhereby  he  lias  become  a  subject 
or  citizen  or  entitled  to  the  rights  or  privileges  of  a  subject 
or  a  citizen  of  a  Foreign  Power  ;  or 

(2)  AVho  is  an  undischarged  bankrupt  or  insolvent,  or  a  public 
defaulter ;  or 

(3)  AVho  is  attainted  of  treason,  or  convicted  of  felony  or  of  any 
infamous  crime  ; 

shall  be  incapable  of  being  chosen  or  of  sitting  as  a  Senator  or  Member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  until  the  disability  is  removed  by  *a 
grant  of  a  discharge,  or  the  expiration  or  remission  of  the  sentence,  or 
a  pardon,  or  release,  or  otherwise. 

Place  to  become  47^  If  a  Senator  or  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives — 
happening  of  (1)  Takes  an  oath  or  makes  a  declaration  or  acknowledgment  of 

certoin  disquaii-  allegiance,  obedience,  or  adherence  to  a  Foreign  Power,  or 

tications.  jii  ii  ^  ’ 

does  any  act  whereby  he  becomes  a  subject  or  citizen,  or 
entitled  to  the  rights  or  privileges  of  a  subject  or  citizen,  of 
a  Foreign  Power ;  or 

(2)  Is  adjudged  bankrupt  or  insolvent,  or  takes  the  benefit  of 
any  law  relating  to  bankrupt  or  insolvent  debtors,  or  becomes 
a  public  defaulter  ;  or 

(3)  Is  attainted  of  treason,  or  convicted  of  felony  or  of  any 
infamous  crime ; 

his  place  shall  thereupon  become  vacant. 


Disqualifying^ 
contractoi-g 
and  pcr.soim 
interested  in 
contracts. 


48.  Any  nerson  who  directly  or  indirectly  himself,  or  by  any  person 
in  trust  for  nim,  or  for  his  use  or  benefit,  or  on  his  account,  undertakes, 
executes,  holds,  or  enjoys,  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  any  agreement  for 
or  on  account  of  the  Public  Service  of  the  Commonwealth,  shall  he 
incapable  of  being  chosen  or  of  sitting  as  a  Senator  or  Member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  while  he  executes,  holds,  or  enjoys  the  agree¬ 
ment,  or  any  part  or  share  of  it,  or  any  benefit  or  emolument  arising 
from  it. 

If  any  person,  being  a  Senator  or  IMemher  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  enters  into  any  such  agreeirent,  or  having  entered  into  it 
continues  to  hold  it,  his  place  shall  thereupon  become  vacant. 
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But  tills  section  does  not  extend  to  anv  agreement  made,  entered  into,  Proviso  exempt* 
or  accepted,  by  an  incorporated  company  consisting  of  more  than  twenty 
persons  if  the  agreement  is  made,  entered  into,  or  accejited  for  the  i>aiiie8. 
general  benefit  of  the  company. 


49.  df  a  Senator  or  Member  of  the  House  of  Ecprescntati res  piace  to  become 
accepts  any  oltice  of  profit  under  the  Crown,  not  being  one  of  the  ^ceptin;? office 
offices  of  State  held  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor- General,  and  of  profit.” 
the  holders  of  which  are  by  this  Constitution  declared  to  be  capable 
of  being  chosen  and  of  sitting  as  Members  of  either  House  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  or  accepts  any  pension  payable  out  of  any  of  the  revenues  of  the 
(Commonwealth  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  his  place  shall 
thereupon  become  vacant,  and  no  person  holding  any  such  office, 
except  as  aforesaid,  or  holding  or  enjoying  any  such  pension,  shall  be 
oapable  of  being  chosen  or  of  sitting  as  a  Member  of  either  House  of 
the  Parliament : 

But  this  provision  does  not  apply  to  a  person  who  is  in  receipt  only  Exceptions, 
of  pay,  half-pay,  or  a  pension,  as  an  Officer  of  the  Queen  s  Aavy  or 
Army,  or  who  receives  a  new  Commission  in  the  Queen  s  ?Savy  or 
Army,  or  an  increase  of  pay  on  a  new  Commission,  or  w*ho  is  in  receipt 
onlv  of  pay  as  an  officer  or  member  of  the  Military  or  !Na^al  forces  of 
the  Commonw'ealth  ami  whose  services  are  not  wholly  employed  by  the 
Commonwealth. 


50.  If  any  person  Ijt  this  Constitution  declared  to  bo  incapable  of 
fitting  ill  the  donate  or  House  of  Kepresentatives  sits  as  a  Senator  oi  disqualified. 
Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  shall,  for  every  da}  on 
which  he  sits,  be  liable  to  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  any 
person  who  may  sue  for  it  in  any  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 


51  Tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Eep  resen  tat  ires  mar  from  time  to 
time  prepare  and  adopt  such  Standing  Eules  and  Orders  as  may  appear  made, 
to  them  respectively  best  adapted — 

(1)  For  the  orderly  conduct  of  tbe  buBiness  of  tbe  Senate  and 
House  of  Kepresentatives  respectively : 

(2)  For  tbe  mode  in  which  tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Eeprcsenla- 
tires  shall  confer,  correspond,  and  commuine.a  e  with  each 
other  relative  to  A'otes  or  proposed  Laws  adopted  bj  oj  ; 
ing  in  the  Senate  or  House  of  Ecprescutatives  respectueh  . 

For  tbe  manner  in  which  Notices  of  proposed  Laws  Eesolu- 
t  ions,  and  other  business  intended  to  be  submitted  to  be 
Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentatives  respectively  mav  bo 

published  for  general  informatiou: 

a-)  For  tbe  manner  in  which  proposed  Laws  are  to  be  introduced 
passed!  mnnbered,  and  intituled  in  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Kepresentatives  respectively : 

For  the  proper  presentation  of  any  Laws  passed  by  tbe 
SL  :  n,^d  ^lIouL  of  Kepresentatives  to  the  Governor- 


be 


(3) 


Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentativ. 

General  for  his  assent :  and 
ffi-t  Generallv  for  the  eoiidnct  of  all  business  and  proceedings  of 
^  ^  t^rS'mte  and  House  of  Kepresentatives  severally  and 

collectively. 
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PaUT  V. — POWEUS  OE  THE  PaRLTAMEKT. 

52.  The  Parliament  shall,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Constitution,  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make  all  such  Laws  as 
it  thinks  necessary  for  the  peace,  order,  and  good  government  of  the 
Commonwealth,  with  respect  to  all  or  any  of  the  matters  following, 
that  is  to  say  : — ► 

1.  The  regulation  of  Trade  and  Commerce  with  other  Countries, 

and  among  the  several  States  ; 

2.  Customs  and  Excise  and  bounties,  but  so  that  duties  of  Customs 

and  Excise  and  bounties  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the 
Commonwealth,  and  that  no  tax  or  duty  shall  be  imposed  on 
any  goods  exported  from  one  State  to  another ; 

3.  Kaising  money  by  any  otlier  mode  or  system  of  taxation  ;  but 

so  that  all  such  taxation  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the 
Commonwealth ; 

4.  Borrowing  money  on  the  public  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  ; 

5.  Postal  and  Telegraphic  Services  ; 

6.  The  Military  and  Naval  Defence  of  the  Commonwealth  and 

the  several  States  and  the  calling  out  of  the  Forces  to  execute 
and  maintain  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  any  State 
or  part  of  the  Commonwealth  ; 

7.  Munitions  of  War  ; 

S.  Navigation  and  Shipping  ; 

9.  Ocean  Beacons  and  Buoys,  and  Ocean  Light-houses  and  Light¬ 
ships, 

10.  Quarantine; 

11.  Fisheries  in  Australian  winters  beyond  territorial  limits ; 

12.  Census  and  Statistics  ; 

13.  Currency,  Coinage,  and  Legal  Tender; 

14.  Banking,  the  Incorporation  of  Banks,  and  the  Issue  of  Paper 

Money ; 

15.  Weights  and  Measures  ; 

16.  Bills  of  Exchange  and  Promissory  Notes; 

17.  Bankruptcy  and  Insolvency; 

IS.  Copyrights  and  Patents  of  Inventions,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks ; 

19.  Naturalization  and  Aliens; 

20.  The  Status  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Foreign  Corporations, 

and  of  Corporations  formed  in  any  State  or  part  of  the 
Commonwealth ; 

21.  Marriage  and  Divorce; 

22.  The  Service  and  Execution  throughout  the  Commonwealth  of 

the  Civil  and  Criminal  Process  and  Judgments  of  the  Courts 
of  the  States  ; 

23.  The  recognition  throughout  the  Commonwealth  of  the  Laws, 

the  Public  Acts  and  Records,  and  the  Judicial  Proceedings,  of 
the  States ; 

24.  Immigration  and  Emigration  ; 

25.  The  influx  of  Criminals  ; 

26.  External  affairs  and  Treaties  ; 

27.  The  relations  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  Islands  of  the 

Pacific  ; 

River  Navigation  with  respect  to  the  common  purposes  of  two 
or  more  States,  or  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  ; 
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20.  Tlie  control  of  Ballways  with  respect  to  transport  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  Commonwealth ; 

30.  blatters  referred  to  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  by 

the  Parliament  or  Parliaments  of  any  State  or  States,  but  so 
that  the  Law  shall  extend  only  to  the  State  or  States  by  whose 
Parliament  or  Parliaments  the  matter  was  referred,  and  to 
such  other  States  as  may  afterwards  adopt  the  Law^ ; 

31.  The  exercise  within  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  request  or 

with  the  concurrence  of  the  Parliaments  of  all  the  States  con¬ 
cerned,  of  any  Legislative  powers  with  respect  to  the  affairs 
of  the  territory  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  any  part  of  it, 
which  can  at  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  this  Constitu¬ 
tion  be  exercised  only  by  the  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom  or  by  the  I^^ederal  Council  of  Australasia ; 

32.  Any  matters  necessary  or  incidental  for  carrying  into  execu¬ 

tion  the  foregoing  powers  and  any  other  powers  vested  by 
this  Constitution  in  the  Parliament  or  jSxcutive  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Commonwealth  or  in  any  department  or  officer 
thereof. 

53.  The  Parliament  shall,  also,  subject  to  the  pro^dsions  of  this  Exclusive 
Constitution,  have  exclusive  power  to  make  law's  for  the  peace,  order,  KriSnient^^ 
and  good  government  of  the  Commonw'ealth  with  respect  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  matters : — 

1.  The  affairs  of  people  of  any  race  with  respect  to  whom  it  is 

deemed  necessary  to  make  special  laws  not  applicable  to  the 
general  community  ;  but  so  that  this  power  shall  not  ex¬ 
tend  to  authorise  legislation  with  respect  to  the  a:ffair3  of 
the  aboriginal  native  race  in  Australia  and  the  Maori  race  in 
New  Zealand ; 

2.  The  government  of  any  territory  which  may  by  surrender  of 

any  State  or  States  and  the  acceptance  of  the  Parliament 
become  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
the  exercise  of  like  authority  over  all  places  acquired  by  the 
Commonwealth,  with  the  consent  of  the  Parliament  of  the 
State  ill  which  such  places  are  situate,  for  the  construction 
of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dockyards,  quarantine  stations, 
or  for  any  other  purposes  of  general  concern ; 

3.  Matters  relating  to  any  Department  or  Departments  of  the 

Public  Service  the  control  of  which  is  by  this  Constitution 
transferred  to  the  Executive  Government  of  the  Common¬ 
w'ealth  ;  _  ..1134-1 

4.  Such  other  matters  a.s  are  by  this  Constitution  declared  to  be 

within  the  exclusive  powers  of  the  Parliament. 


Money  Bills, 

54.  Laws  appropriating  any  part  of  tlio  public  rerenue^^  or  im- Money  Bills, 
posing  any  tax  or  impost  shall  originate  in  the  House  o  eprcseii 
tatives. 

55  HI  The  Senate  shall  have  equal  power  with  the  House  of 
Eopreseutatives  iu  respect  of  all  proposed  Laws,  except  Laws  imposing 
taxation  and  Laws  ajipropriating  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  ordinal  j 
annual  services  of  the  aovernmeut,  winch  the  Senate  may  aflirm  or 
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Recommenda¬ 
tion  of  money 
votes. 


reject,  but  mnv  not  amend.  But  the  Senate  may  not  amend  any  pro- 
]'iOscd  Law  in  sucli  a  maiiiicr  aa  to  increase  any  proposed  charge  or 
burden  on  the  peo]de. 

(2)  Laws  imposing  laxaiion  shall  deal  with  the  imposition  of 
taxation  only. 

(8)  Laws  imposing  taxation  except  Laws  imposing  duties  of 
Customs  on  imports  shall  deal  with  one  subject  of  taxation  only. 

(4)  The  expenditure  for  services  other  than  tlie  ordinary 
annual  services  of  the  Government  shall  not  be  authorised  by  the  same 
liavv  as  that  which  api:)ropriates  the  supplies  for  such  ordinary  annual 
services,  but  shall  be  authorised  by  a  separate  Law  or  J.aws. 

(5)  In  the  case  of  a  proposed  Law  which  the  Senate  may  not 
amend,  the  Senate  may  at  any  stage  return  it  to  the  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives  with  a  message  requesting  the  omission  or  amendment  of 
any  items  or  provisions  therein.  And  the  House  of  Representatives 
may,  if  it  thinks  fit,  make  such  omissions  or  amendments,  or  any  of 
them,  with  or  without  modifications. 

56.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  House  of  Representatives  to  pass 
any  vote,  resolution,  or  Law  for  the  appropriation  of  any  part  of  the 
public  revenue,  or  of  the  produce  of  any  tax  or  impost,  to  any  purpose 
that  has  not  been  first  recommended  to  that  House  by  message  of  the 
Governor-General  in  the  Session  in  which  the  vote,  resolution,  or  Law, 
is  proposed. 


Jloyal  Assent, 

Royal  assent  to  57.  When  a  law  passed  by  the  Parliament  is  presented  to  the 
Governor-General  for  the  Queen’s  assent,  he  shall  declare,  according 
to  his  discretion,  but  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution, 
either  that  he  assents  to  it  in  the  Queen’s  name,  or  that  he  withholds 
assent,  or  that  he  reserves  the  Law  for  the  Queen’s  pleasure  to  be 
made  known. 

The  Governor- General  may  return  to  the  Parliament  any  Law 
so  presented  to  liim,  and  may  transmit  therewith  any  amendments 
which  he  may  desire  to  be  made  in  sucli  Law,  and  the  Parliament  may 
deal  with  such  proposed  amendments  as  it  thinks  fit. 

Disallowance  by  58.  When  the  Govemor-Gcneral  assents  to  a  Law  in  tlie 
o/*i^w"a^nted  name  he  shall  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity  send  an 

to  by  Governor-  authentic  copy  to  the  Queen,  and  if  the  Queen  in  Council  within  two 
enera  years  after  receipt  thereof  thinks  fit  to  disallow  the  Law,  such  dis¬ 

allowance  being  made  known  by  the  Governor- General,  by  speech  or 
message,  to  each  of  the  Houses  of  the  Parliament,  or  by  proclamation, 
shall  annul  the  Law  from  and  after  the  day  when  the  disallowance  is 
so  made  known. 


Si^rnification  of  59.  A  Law  reserved  for  the  Queeii’s  pleasure  to  be  made  known 
with  respect  to  it  shall  not  have  any  force  unless  and  until  within  two 
years  from  the  day  on  which  it  was  presented  to  the  Governor- General 
for  the  Queen’s  assent,  the  Governor- General  makes  known  by  speech 
or  message  to  each  of  the  Houses  of  the  Parliament,  or  by  proclamation, 
that  it  has  received  the  assent  of  the  Queen  in  Council. 

An  entry  of  every  such  speech,  message,  or  proclamation  shall 
be  made  in  the  journal  of  each  House,  and  a  duplicate  thereof  duly 
attested  shall  be  delivered  to  the  proper  officer  to  be  kept  among  tho 
records  of  the  Parliament. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


THE  EXECUTIVE  GOVERXMEXT. 

1.  The  Executive  power  and  aullioritj  of  the  Commonwealth  is  Executive  power 
vested  in  the  Queen,  and  shall  be  exercised  by  the  Governor-General 

as  the  Queen’s  Representative. 

2.  There  shall  be  a  Council  to  aid  and  advise  the  Governor-General  Constitution  of 
in  the  government  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  such  Council  shall  be 

styled  the  Federal  E.xecutive  Council ;  and  the  persons  who  are  to  be  wealth. 
Members  of  the  Council  shall  be  from  time  to  time  chosen  and 
summoned  by  the  Governor-General  and  sworn  as  Executive  Coun¬ 
cillors,  and  shall  hold  office  during  his  pleasure. 

3.  The  provisions  of  this  Constitution  referring  to  the  Governor-  Application  of 
General  in  Council  shall  be  construed  as  referring  to  the  Governor-  rir^gtoO^Sno^- 
General  acting  with  the  advice  of  the  Federal  Executive  Council.  General. 


4.  For  the  administration  of  the  Executive  government  of  the  Ministers  of 
Commonwealth,  tlie  Governor- General  may,  from  time  to  time, 
appoint  Officers  to  administer  such  Departments  of  State  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  as  the  Governor- General  in  Council  may  from  time  to 
time  establish,  and  such  cfficers  shall  hold  office  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Governor-General,  and  shall  be  capable  of  being  chosen  and  of  .May  sit  in 
sitting  as  Members  of  either  House  of  the  Parliament.  Parliament. 

Such  Officers  shall  be  Members  of  the  Federal  Executive  Council, 
and  shall  be  the  Queen's  Ministers  of  State  for  the  Commonwealth. 


5.  Until  other  provision  is  made  by  the  Parliament,  the  number  of 
such  Officers  who  may  sit  in  the  Parliament  shall  not  exceed  seven, 
who  shall  hold  such  offices,  and  hv  such  designation,  as  the  Parliament 
from  time  to  time  prescribes  by  Law,  or,  in  the  absence  of  any  such 
Law,  as  the  Governor- General  from  time  to  time  directs. 


6.  Until  other  provision  is  made  by  the  Parliament,  there  shall  he 
jayable  to  the  Queen,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  of  the 
Commonwealth,  for  the  salaries  of  such  Officers,  the  sum  of  fifteen 
tliousand  pounds  per  annum. 

7.  Until  other  provision  is  made  by  the  Parliament,  the  appointment 
and’removal  of  all  other  officers  of  the  Government  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  shall  be  vested  in  the  Governor-General  in  Council,  except 
officers  whose  appointment  may  be  delegated  by  the  Governor-General 
in  Council  to  some  other  officer  or  person. 


8.  The  Executive  power  and  authority  of  the  Commonwealth  shall 
extend  to  the  execution  of  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  and  the 
Laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 


9.  The  Command  in  Chief  of  all  ^lilitary  and  Xav.^  Forces  of  the  MilitArv  and 
Commonwealth  is  hereby  vested  in  the  Governor-General  as  the  xavai  Forces. 

Queen's  Representative. 

10  The  control  of  the  following  Departments  of  the  Public  Service  of 

shall ‘be  at  onco  assigned  to  and 

Executive  Government  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  Commonwealth 


shall  assume  the  ohligatious  of  any  State  or  States  witli  respect  to  such 
matters,  that  is  to  say — 

Customs  and  Excise, 

Posts  and  Telegraphs, 

Military  and  Naval  Defence, 

Ocean  Peacoiis  and  Buoys,  and  Ocean  Lighthouses  and 
Lightships, 

Quarantine. 

IStin to  11*  powers  and  functions  which  are  at  the  date  of  tlie  establish- 
li'cxercis^  by  meitt  of  the  Commonwealth  vested  in  the  Governor  of  a  Colony,  with  or 
without  the  advice  of  his  Executive  Council,  or  in  any  otHcer  or 
Executive  authority  in  a  Colony,  shall,  so  far  as  the  same  coiitinue  in  existence 

Council.  need  to  be  exercised  in  relation  to  the  government  of  the  Common¬ 

wealth,  with  respect  to  any  matters  which  under  this  Constitution  pass 
to  the  Executive  Government  of  the  Commonwealth,  vest  in  the 
Governor-General,  with  the  advice  of  the  Federal  Executive  Council, 
or  in  the  officer  or  authority  exercising  similar  powers  or  functions  in 
or  under  the  Executive  Government  of  the  Commonwealth. 


CHAPTER  HI. 

THE  FEDERAL  JUDICATURE. 

Supreme  Court  1,  The  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  have  power  to 
inferior^’mirts!^  establish  a  Court,  which  shall  be  called  the  Supreme  Court  of  Australia, 
and  shall  consist  of  a  Chief  Justice,  and  so  many  other  Justices,  not 
less  than  four,  as  the  Parliament  from  time  to  time  prescribes.  The 
Parliament  may  also  from  time  to  time,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Constitution,  establish  other  Courts. 

Tenure  of  office.  2.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Australia  and  of  the  other 
Courts  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good 
behaviour,  and  shall  receive  such  salaries  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
fixed  by  the  Parliament;  but  the  salary  paid  to  any  Judge  shall  not 
be  diminished  during  his  continuance  in  office. 

ailtfrcmovai*of  Judges  of  thc  Supreme  Court  and  of  the  other  Courts 

iudjfes.  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  ap2)ointed,  and  may  be  removed  from 

office,  by  the  Governor- General  by  and  with  tlic  advice  of  the  Federal 
Executive  Council ;  but  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Governor- General 
to  remove  any  Judge  except  upon  an  Address  from  both  Houses  of 
the  Parliament  praying  for  such  removal. 

Api^iiate  4.  The  SujDreme  Court  of  Australia  shall  have  jurisdiction,  with 

Junsdiction.  exceptions  and  subject  to  such  regulations  as  thc  Parliament 

from  time  to  time  prescribes,  to  hear  and  detormino  a])])eals  from  all 
judgments,  decrees,  orders,  and  sentences,  of  any  otlier  Federal  Court, 
or  of  the  highest  Court  of  final  resort  now  established,  or  whicli  may 
hereafter  be  established,  in  any  State,  whether  such  Court  is  a  Court 
of  or  of  original  jurisdiction,  and  thc  judgment  of  the  Supreme 

Court  of  Australia  in  all  such  casc.s  shall  bo  final  and  conclusive. 

Until  the  Parliament  makes  other  provisions,  the  conditions  of 
and  restrictions  on  appeals  to  the  Queen  in  Council  from  the  highest 
Courts  of  final  resort  of  the  sov’eral  states  shall  bo  ap^jlicable  to  appeals 
from  such  Courts  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Australia. 
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5,  The  Parliainent  of  the  Commonwealth  may  provide  by  law  that 
any  appeals  w^hich  by  any  law  have  heretobefore  been  allowed  from  any 
judgment,  decree,  order,  or  sentence,  of  the  highest  Court  of  final 
resort  of  any  State  to  the  Queen  in  Council,  shall  be  brought  to,  and 
heard  and  determined  by,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Australia,  and  the 
judgment  of  that  Court  in  all  such  cases  shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

6,  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  the  two  last  preceding  sections, 
or  of  any  law  made  by  the  Parliament  of  the  Commomvealth  in  pur¬ 
suance  thereof,  the  Queen  may  in  any  case  in  which  the  public  interests 
of  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  any  State,  or  of  any  other  part  of  the 
Queen’s  Dominions,  are  concerned,  grant  leave  to  appeal  to  Herself  in 
Council  against  any  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Australia. 

7,  The  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  may  from  time  to  time 
define  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  of  the  Commonwealth,  other  than 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Australia,  which  jurisdiction  may  be  exclusive, 
or  mav  be  concurrent  with  that  of  the  Courts  of  the  States.  But 
jurisdiction  shall  not  be  conferred  on  a  Court  except  in  respect  of  the 
following  matters,  or  some  of  them,  that  is  to  say : — 

(1)  Cases  arising  under  this  Constitution  ; 

(2)  Cases  arising  under  any  Laws  made  by  the  Parliament  of  the 
Commonwealth,  or  uncler  any  treaty  made  by  the  Cominon- 
w'ealth  with  another  country  ; 

(3)  Cases  of  Admiralty  and  Maritime  jurisdiction  ; 

(4)  Cases  afEecting  the*^ Public  Ministers,  Consuls,  or  other  Eepre- 

sentatives  of  other  countries ;  .  . 

(5)  Cases  in  which  the  Commonw  ealth,  or  a  person  suing  or  being 
sued  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  is  a  party ; 

(G)  Cases  in  which  a  Writ  of  Mandamus  or  Prohibition  is  sought 
against  an  OflBcer  of  the  Commonwealth  ; 

(7)  Controversies  between  States ;  i  •  i 

(8)  Controversies  relating  to  the  same  subject  matter  claimed 
under  the  laws  of  different  States. 


8  In  all  cases  affecting  Tublic  Ministers,  Consuls,  or  otlier  Eepre- 
seutatives  of  other  Countries,  and  in  all  cases 

wealth,  or  any  person  suing  or  being  sued  on  behalf  of  the  Common- 
\vealth  is  a  party,  or  in  which  a  Writ  of  Mandamus  or  Irohibition  is 
80U<'h£  a^^aiSst  an  Officer  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  in  all  cases  of 
controver°sies  between  States,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Australia  shall 

have  original  as  well  as  appellate  jurisdiction.  o 

The  rarliainent  may  confer  original  jurisdiction  on  the  bimreme 
Court  of  Australia  in  such  other  of  the  cases  enumerated  m  the  last 
preceding  section  ns  it  thinks  fit. 

9  Nothino'  in  this  Constitution  shall  he  construed  to  authorise 

m  law  or  oquity  agaioot  tl.o 

sued  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  against  a  State,  or  any  person 
Slir  of  »  Sl..e.  l.y  any  indiritol  Pf"»"  »/ To 
except  by  the  consent  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  tlie  State, 

ease  may  he. 

10  The  iurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  of  any  other 

Court  S  thi  SmoSw  may  hi  exercised  by  such  number  of 

Judges  as  the  Parliament  prescribes. 


Ai>pea1s  may  be 
made  final  in  nil 
cases. 


Power  of  the 
Queen  to  allow 
appeal  to  Her¬ 
self  in  certain 
cases. 


Extent  of  jiower 
of  Fe<lcral 
Courts. 


Origrinal  juris¬ 
diction. 


Additional 
orig^inal  jurisdic¬ 
tion  may  be  con- 
ferrccl. 


Actions  ajyainst 
the  Comiuon- 
wealth  or  a{?aii»st 
a  State. 


Xinuhcr  of 
Judgres. 
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Trial  bj jury.  H.  Tho  trial  of  all  inillftable  offences  cognisable  by  any  Court 
established  under  tho  authority  of  this  Act  shall  bo  by  jury,  and  every 
such  trial  shall  be  held  in  tho  State  where  the  offence  has  been  com¬ 
mitted,  and  when  not  committed  within  any  State  the  trial  shall  be 
lield  at  such  place  or  places  as  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth 
jirescribes. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


Consolidated 
J^evenue  Fund. 


Expenses  of 
collection. 


Money  to  be 
appropriated  by 
law. 

The  Common¬ 
wealth  to  have 
exclusive  jww’er 
to  levy  duties  of 
Custoiris  and 
Excise  and  offer 
l)ounties  after  a 
certain  time. 


Transfer  of 
jofficera. 


Transfer  of  land 
and  building's. 


FINANCE  AND  TRADE. 

1.  All  duties,  revenues,  and  moneys,  raised  or  received  by  tbo 
Executive  Government  of  the  Commonwealth,  under  the  authority  of 
this  Constitution,  shall  form  one  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund,  to  be 
appropriated  for  the  Public  Service  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the 
manner  and  subject  to  the  charges  provided  by  this  Constitution. 

2.  The  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  shall  be  permanently  charged 
with  the  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  incident  to  the  collection,  manage¬ 
ment,  and  receipt  thereof,  which  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  shall 
form  the  first  charge  thereon. 

3.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  except  under  appropriations  made  by  law. 

4.  The  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  have  the  sole 
power  and  authority,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  to 
impose  Customs  duties,  and  duties  of  Excise  upon  goods  for  the  time 
being  the  subject  of  Customs  duties,  and  to  grant  bounties  upon  the 
production  or  export  of  goods. 

But  this  exclusive  power  shall  not  come  into  force  until  uniform 
duties  of  Customs  have  been  imposed  by  the  Parliament  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Upon  the  imposition  of  uniform  duties  of  Customs  by  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  tho  Commonwealth  all  laws  of  the  several  States  imposing 
duties  of  Customs  or  duties  of  Excise  upon  goods  the  subject  of 
Customs  duties,  and  all  such  laws  offering  bounties  upon  the  pro¬ 
duction  or  export  of  goods,  shall  cease  to  have  effect. 

The  control  and  collection  of  duties  of  Customs  and  Excise  and  the 
payment  of  bounties  shall  nevertheless  pass  to  the  Executive  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Commonwealth  upon  the  establishment  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth. 

5.  Upon  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth,  all  officers 
employed  by  the  Government  of  any  State  in  any  Department  of  the 
Public  Service  tho  control  of  which  is  by  this  Constitution  a8.signcd 
to  the  Commonwealth,  shall  become  subject  to  the  control  of  tho 
Executive  Government  of  the  Commonwealth.  But  all  existing  rights 
of  any  such  ofiicers  shall  be  preserved. 

6»  All  lands,  buildings,  works,  and  materials  necessarily  appertain¬ 
ing  to,  or  used  in  connection  with,  any  Department  of  the  Public 
Service  the  control  of  which  is  by  this  Constitution  assigned  to  tho 
Commonwealth,  shall,  from  and  after  the  date  of  the  ostablisnment  of 
the  Commonwealth,  bo  taken  over  by  and  belong  to  the  Coinrnon- 
wcalth,  either  absolutely,  or,  in  the  case  of  the  Departments  controlling 
Customs  and  Excise  and  Bounties,  for  such  time  as  may  be  necessary. 
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And  the  fair  value  thereof  yhall  be  paid  by  the  Commonwealth  to 
the  State  from  which  they  are  bo  taken  over.  Such  value  shall  be 
ascertained  by  mutual  a;]proement,  or,  if  no  a^eement  can  be  made,  in 
the  manner  in  which  land  taken  by  the  Government  of  the  State  for 
public  purposes  is  ascertained  under  the  laws  of  the  State. 

7.  Until  uniform  duties  of  Customs  have  been  imposed  by  the  Par- 
liament  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  powers  of  the  Parliaments  of  of  Customs  and 
the  several  States  existing  at  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Commonwealth,  respecting  the  imposition  of  duties  of  Customs,  and 
duties  of  excise  upon  goods  the  subject  of  Customs  duties,  and  the 
offering  of  bounties  upon  the  production  or  export  of  goods,  and 
the  collection  and  payment  thereof  respectively,  shall  continue  as 
theretofore. 

And  until  such  uniform  duties  have  been  imposed,  the  Laws  of 
the  several  States  in  force  at  the  date  oE  the  establishment  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  respecting  duties  of  Customs,  and  duties  of  excise  on  goods 
the  subject  of  Customs  dutie.s,  and  bounties,  and  the  collection  and 
payment  thereof,  shall  remain  in  force,  subject  nevertheless  to  such 
alterations  of  the  amount  of  duties  or  bounties  as  the  Parliaments  ol 
the  several  States  may  make  from  time  to  time ;  and  such  duties  and 
bounties  shall  continue  to  be  collected  and  paid  as  theretofore,  but  by 
and  to  the  Officers  of  the  Commonwealth. 


8.  So  soon  as  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  has  imposed 
uniform  duties  of  Customs,  trade  and  intercourse  throughout  the  duties  of  Cus- 
Commonwealth,  whether  by  means  of  internal  carriage  or  ocean  navi- 
gation,  shall  be  absolutely  free.  to 


9,  The  Kevenue  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  applied  in  the  first 
instance  in  the  payment  of  the  expenditure  of  the  Commonwealth,  rcveime. 
which  shall  be  charged  to  the  several  States  in  proportion  to  the 
numbers  of  their  people,  and  the  surplus  shall,  until  uniform  duties  of 
Customs  have  been  imposed,  be  returned  to  the  several  States  or  parts 
of  the  Commonwealth  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  Kevenue  raised 
therein  respectively,  subject  to  the  following  provisions  : — 

(1)  As  to  duties  of  Customs  or  Excise,  provision  shall  be  made 
for  ascertaining,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the  amount  of  duties 
collected  in  each  State  ‘or  part  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
respect  of  dutiable  goods  which  are  afterwards  exported  to 
another  State  or  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  amount 
of  the  duties  so  ascertained  shall  be  taken  to  have  been  col¬ 
lected  in  the  State  or  part  to  which  the  goods  have  been  so 
exported,  and  shall  be  added  to  the  duties  actually  collected 
in  that  State  or  part,  and  deducted  from  the  duties  collected 
ill  the  State  or  part  of  the  Commonwealth  from  which  tho 
goods  were  exported : 

(2)  As  to  the  proceeds  of  direct  taxes,  the  amount  contributed  or 
raised  in  respect  of  income  earned  in  any  State  or  part  of  the 
Commonwealth,  or  arising  from  property  situated  in  any 
State  or  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  amount  con¬ 
tributed  or  i-aised  in  respect  of  property  situated  iu  auy  State 
or  ])art  of  the  Commouwealtb,  shall  be  taken  to  have  been 
raised  iu  that  State  or  part : 
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Audit  of 
Accounts. 


Ko  preference  to 
one  State  over 
another. 


The  Parliament 
inaj-  ^ve  effect 
to  this  prohibi¬ 
tion. 


Public  debts  of 
States  may  be 
consolidated  by 
general  consent. 


Continuance  of 
powers  of 
i^arliaments  of 
the  States. 


(3)  The  amount  of  any  bounties  paid  to  any  of  tho  people  of  a 
State  or  part  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  deducted  from 
the  amount  of  the  surplus  to  be  returned  to  that  State  or 
part. 

After  uniform  duties  of  Customs  have  been  imposed,  the  surplus 
shall  be  returned  to  the  several  States  or  parts  of  the  Commonwealth 
in  the  same  manner  and  proportions  until  the  Parliament  otherwise 
Ijrescribes. 

Such  returns  shall  be  made  monthly,  or  at  such  shorter  intervals  as 
may  be  convenient. 

10.  Until  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  otherwise  provides, 
the  Laws  in  force  in  the  several  Colonies  at  the  date  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Commonwealth  with  respect  to  the  receipt  of  revenue  and 
the  expenditure  of  money  on  account  of  the  Government  of  the 
Colony,  and  the  review  and  audit  of  such  receipt  and  expenditure, 
shall  apply  to  tho  receipt  of  revenue  and  tho  expenditure  of  money  on 
account  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  respective  States  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  Commonwealth,  or  the  Government  or  an  Officer  of 
the  Commonwealth,  were  mentioned  therein  whenever  a  Colony,  or 
the  Government  or  an  Officer  of  a  Colony,  is  mentioned  or  referred  to. 


Equality  of  Trade. 

11.  Preference  shall  not  be  given  by  any  law  or  regulation  of  com¬ 
merce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  part  of  the  Commonwealth  over 
those  of  another  part  of  the  Commonwealth. 

12.  The  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  may  make  laws  prohibit¬ 
ing  or  annulling  any  law  or  regulation  made  by  any  State,  or  by  any 
authority  constituted  by  any  State,  having  the  effect  of  derogating  from 
freedom  of  trade  or  commerce  between  the  different  parts  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Consolidation  of  Public  Debts  of  States. 

13.  The  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  may,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Parliaments  of  all  the  States,  make  laws  for  taking  over  and  con¬ 
solidating  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  public  debt  of  any  State  or 
States,  hut  so  that  a  State  shall  be  liable  to  indemnify  the  Common¬ 
wealth  m  respect  of  the  amount  of  a  debt  taken  over,  and  that  tlie 
amount  of  interest  payable  in  respect  of  a  debt  shall  he  deducted  and 
retained  from  time  to  time  from  the  share  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  of 
the  Commonwealth  which  would  otherwise  be  payable  to  the  State 


CHAPTER  V. 

THE  STATES. 

1.  All  powers  vvhich  at  the  date  of  the  establish ment  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  are  vestal  in  the  Parliaments  of  the  several  Colonies,  and  which 
.are  not  by  this  Constitution  exclusively  vested  in  the  Parliament  of  the 
Commonwealth,  or  withdrawn  from  the  Parliaments  of  tlio  several 
States,  are  reserved  to,  and  shall  remain  vested  in,  the  I’arliaments  of 
tlie  orates  respectively. 
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2.  All  Laws  in  force  in  any  of  the  Colonies  relating  to  any  of  the  validity  of  exist- 
matters  declared  by  this  Constitution  to  be  within  the  Legislative 
powers  of  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  shall,  except  as  other¬ 
wise  provided  by  this  Constitution,  continue  in  force  in  the  States 
respectively,  and  may  be  repealed  or  altered  by  the  Parliaments  of  the 
States,  until  other  provision  is  made  in  that  behalf  by  the  Parliament 
of  the  Commonwealth. 


3,  When  a  Law  of  a  Stale  is  inconsistent  with  a  Law  of  the  Com-  inconsistency  of 
mon wealth,  the  latter  shall  prevail,  and  the  former  shall,  to  the  extent 

of  the  inconsistency,  bo  invalid. 

4.  All  powers  and  functions  which  are  at  the  date  of  the  establish-  ^ 

ment  of  the  Commonwealth  vested  in  the  Governors  of  the  Colonies  ooVemorsof 
respectively,  shall,  so  far  as  the  same  are  capable  of  being  exercised  states, 
after  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth  in  relation  to  the 
government  of  the  States,  continue  to  be  vested  in  the  Governors  of 

the  States  respectively. 


5,  All  references  or  communications  required  by  the  Constitution  of 

any  State  or  otherwise  to  be  made  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  the  throu^rthe 
Queen  shall  be  made  through  the  Governor- General,  as  Her  Majesty’s 
Representative  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  Queen’s  pleasure  shall 
be  made  known  through  liim. 

6,  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  the  Constitutions  saving  of 

of  the  several  States  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  continue  as  at  the  Constitutions, 
date  of  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth,  until  altered  by  or 
under  the  authority  of  the  Parliaments  thereof  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  their  respective  Constitutions. 

7  In  each  State  of  the  Commonwealth  there  shall  be  a  Governor,  Governors  ot 

8.  The  Parliament  of  a  State  may  make  such  provisions  as  it  thinks  Ap^mimcnt  of 
fit  as  to  the  manner  of  appointment  of  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and 
for  the  tenure  of  his  office,  and  for  his  removal  from  office. 


9.  The  provisions  of  this  Constitution  relating  to  the  Governor  of  a  Ap^Katton  of 
State  extend  and  apply  to  the  Governor  for  the  time  being  of  the  State,  j^.ferrinff  to 
or  other  the  Chief  Executive  Officer  or  Administrator  of  the  Govern-  Governor, 
ment  of  the  State,  by  whatever  title  he  is  designated. 


10.  A  member  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  shall  not 
he  capable  of  being  chosen  or  of  sitting  as  a  member  of  any  House  ot 
the  Parliament  of  a  State. 

11.  If  a  member  of  a  House  of  the  Parliament  of  a  State  with 
his  own  consent,  chosen  as  a  member  of  eirlier  House  of 
ment  of  the  Commonwealth,  his  place  m  the  first  mentioned  House  ot 
Parliament  shall  become  vacant. 

12.  The  Parliament  of  a  State  may  at  any  time  surrender  any  part 

of  the  State  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  upon  such  surrender  Territory, 

acceptance  thereof  by  the  Commonwealth  such  part  of  the  State  shall 
become  and  bo  subject  to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  Parliament 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

3  p 


Members  of 
Senate  or  House 
of  Kepresenta- 
tives  not  to  sit 
in  State  Parlia* 
ment 

Member  of  State 
Parliament  not 
to  be  Member  of 
the  Parliament 
of  the  Common¬ 
wealth. 
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States  not  to  13.  A  State  shall  not  impose  any  taxes  or  duties  on  imports  or 
ex^^Jutilr  except  such  as  are  necessary  for  executing  the  inspection  laws 

except  for  ’  of  tho  State  ;  and  the  net  produce  of  all  taxes  and  duties  imposed  by  a 
certain  purpoeee.  qjj  imports  or  exports  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  ; 

and  any  such  inspection  laws  may  be  annulled  by  the  Parliament  of 
tho  Commonwealth. 

Nor  IfTjr  duty  of  14.  A  State  shall  not,  without  the  consent  o£  the  Parliament  of  the 

nor  ^ODimon Wealthy  impose  any  duty  of  tonnage,  or  raise  or  maintain  any 
sutVr.nd«Vmi>ted  Daval  forco,  or  impose  any  tax  on  any  land  or  other 

fromuxauon.  propcrty  beloDgiiig  to  the  Commonwealth;  nor  shall  the  Common¬ 
wealth  impose  any  tax  on  any  land  or  property  belonging  to  a  State. 

state  not  to  coin  15.  A  State  shall  not  coin  money,  or  make  anything  but  gold  and 
silver  coin  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts. 

^  State  shall  not  make  any  law  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  of 
any  religion. 

I^tection  of  17.  A  State  shall  not  make  or  enforce  any  law  abridging  any 
oJmnonw^th.  privilege  or  immunity  of  citizens  of  other  States  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  nor  shall  a  State  deny  to  any  person,  within  its  jurisdiction, 
the  equal  protection  of  the  laws. 


Recognition  of 
Acts  of  St&te  of 
various  States. 


Protection  of 
Stales  from 
invasion. 


18.  Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given,  throughout  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  to  the  Laws,  the  Public  Acts  and  Kecords,  and  the  Judicial 
Proceedings  of  the  States. 

19.  The  Commonwealth  shall  protect  every  State  against  invasion 
and,  on  the  application  of  the  Executive  Government  of  a  State, 
against  domestic  violence. 


20.  Every  State  shall  mahe  provision  for  the  detention  and  punish- 
laws  Of  the  ment  in  its  prisons  of  persons  accused  or  convicted  of  otfences  against 

ommonvcaith.  Commonwealth,  and  the  Parliament  of  the  Common¬ 

wealth  may  make  laws  to  give  effect  to  this  provision. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


NEW  STATES. 


exISiuK^ioDies  existing  Colonics  of  [name  the  existing  Colonies  which 

Xothe  Common- adopted  the  Constitution^  may  upon  adopting  this  Constitu- 
weaith.  tion  be  admitted  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  shall  thereupon  become 

and  be  a  State  of  the  Commonwealth. 


be^nat^te ^  of  the  Commonwealth  may  from  time  to  time 

the  Common-  establish  and  admit  to  the  Commonwealth  new  States,  and  may  upon 
wealth.  Buch  establishment  and  admission  make  and  impose  such  conditions, 

as  to  the  extent  of  Representation  in  either  House  of  the  Parliament 
or  otherwise,  as  it  thinks  fit. 

Bovenimentof  3.  Tho  Parliament  may  make  such  laws  as  it  thinks  fit  for  tho 
Territorice.  provisional  administration  and  government  of  any  territory  surren- 
dered  by  any  State  to  and  accepted  by  the  Commonwealth,  or  any 
terntory  in  the  Pacific  placed  by  the  Queen  under  tho  authority  of 
and  accepted  by  tho  Commonwealth,  or  otherwise  acquired  by  the 


COMMONWEALTH  OE  ATJSTEALIA. 


963 


Commonwealth,  and  may  in  any  such  case  allow  the  representation  of 
such  territory  in  either  House  of  the  Parliament  to  such  extent  and 
on  such  terms  as  it  thinks  fit. 

4.  The  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  may,  from  time  to  time,  Alteration  of 

with  the  consent  of  the  Parliament  of  a  State,  increase,  diminish,  or 
otherwise  alter  the  limits  of  the  State,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  ‘ 

as  may  be  agreed  to,  and  may,  with  the  like  consent,  make  provision 
respecting  the  effect  and  operation  of  any  such  increase  or  diminution 

or  alteration  of  territory  in  relation  to  any  State  affected  by  it. 

5.  A  new  State  shall  not  be  formed  by  separation  of  territory  from  saving  of  rights 
a  State  without  the  consent  of  the  Parliament  thereof,  nor  shall  a 

State  be  formed  by  the  union  of  two  or  more  States  or  parts  of  States, 
or  the  limits  of  a  State  be  altered,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Parliament  or  Parliaments  of  the  State  or  States  concerned. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

MISCELLANEOFS. 

1.  The  seat  of  Government  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  he  determined  seat  of  Govern- 
by  the  Parliament. 

Until  such  determination  is  made  the  Parliament  shall  be  summoned 
to  meet  at  such  place  within  the  Commonwealth  as  a  majority  of  the 
Governors  of  the  States,  or,  in  the  event  of  an  equal  division  of  opinion 
amongst  the  Governors,  as  the  Governor-General  shall  direct. 

2.  The  Queen  may  authorise  the  Governor-General  from  time  to  Power  to  mr 
time  to 'appoint  any  person  or  any  persons  jointly  or  severally  to  be  auXr^e%ov. 
his  Deputy  or  Deputies  witliin  any  part  or  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  emor-Generaito 
and  in  that  capacity  to  exercise  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor-  Deputies. 
General  such  of  the  powers  and  functions  of  the  Governor- General 

as  he  deems  it  necessary  or  expedient  to  assign  to  such  Deputy  or 
Deputies,  subject  to  any  limitations  or  directions  expressed  or  given 
by  the  Queen,  but  the  appointment  of  such  Deputy  or  Deputies  shall 
not  affect  the  exercise  by  the  Governor- General  himself  of  any  power 
or  function. 

3.  In  reckoning  the  numbers  of  the.people  of  a  State  or  other  part 

of  the  Commonwealth  aboriginal  natives  of  Australia  sliali  not  be 
counted.  iatio.-u 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

1.  The  provisions  of  this  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered  except 

in  the  following  manner ; —  r  i  x 

Any  law  for  the  alteration  thereof  must  be  passed  by  an  absolute 
majority  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  and  shall  there¬ 
upon  bo^ubmitted  to  Conventions,  to  be  elected  by  the  electors  of  the 
several  States  qualified  to  vote  for  the  election  of  Members  of  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives. 
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The  Conventions  shall  be  summoned,  elected,  and  held  in  such  man¬ 
ner  as  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  prescribes  by  law,  and 
shall,  when  elected,  proceed  to  vote  upon  the  proposed  amendment. 

And  if  the  proposed  amendment  is  approved  by  the  Conventions  of 
a  majority  of  the  States,  and  if  the  people  of  the  States  whose  Conven¬ 
tions  approve  of  the  amendment  are  also  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  Commonwealth,  the  proposed  amendment  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Governor- General  for  the  Queen’s  assent. 

But  an  amendment  by  which  the  proportionate  representation  of 
any  State  in  either  House  of  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth,  or 
the  minimum  number  of  representatives  of  a  State  in  the  House  of 
I^epresentatives,  is  diminished,  shall  not  become  law  without  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  Convention  of  that  State. 


THE  SCHEDULK. 

T,  A.B.,  do  swear  [or  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  affirm  ar.d  declare]  that  I  will  be 
faithful  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  Her  Majesty  Queen  Yictoria,  her  btirs,  and 
successors,  according  to  law. 

(Note. —  The  name  of  the  King  or  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  for  the  time  being  is  to  he  substituted  from  time  to  time.) 


Sydney  :  George  Stephen  Chapman,  Acting  Government  Printer,  Phillip-street.— 1891. 
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